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London  Goyemment  Bill — Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"Inpwe  1,  line  19,  to  leave  oat  from  '  counrillorf*,' to  the  eml  of  the  nub- 
section,  andinxort,  *  provided  that  no  woman  shall  lie  eligible  for  nueh  office. '  " 

The  first  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  the  words  insorted  by  the  Lordts  at  tlie  end,  to  add  the  wonl»s  '  exceiit 
that  of  councillor.' " — {Mr.  Courtney.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  word&  be  there  <iddcd.** 

Discussion  : — 

The    First    Lord    of  the 

Treasury    {Mr.    A .  J. 

Balfour,  Manche,Htn;  E.) 
Mr.  Dillon  {Mayo,  E.) 
Mr.  Faithfall  Begg  (Glasgow, 

St.  Rollox)   

Mr.  Bhrell  {F>ffl,  jr.)  ... 

The  House  divided     Ayes,  177  ;  Noes,  246.    (Division  List,  No.  223.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  this  House  <ioth  agree  with  the 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  243 ;  Noes,  174.    (Division  List,  No.  224.) 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  6,  line  25,  after  '  council '  insert : 

'3.  Every  borough  council  sliall  from  time  to  time  appoint  a  finance  com- 
mittee for  regulating  and  controlling  the  Hnancc  of  the  council ;  and  no  order 
for  payment  of  any  sum,  whether  on  aceonnt  of  capital  or  income,  shall  l>e  made 
by  a  liorough  coancU  "xcept  in  pursuance  of  a  resiolution  of  the  council  paaned 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  finance  committee ;  and  any  costs,  debt,  or 
liability  exceeding  hfty  pounds  shall  not  be  incurred  except  upon  a  resolution 
of  the  council  passed  on  an  estimate  submitted  by  the  finance  coiiutiittee.  The 
notice  of  the  meeting  at  which  any  resolution  for  the  [laytiicnt  of  any  sum  by 
the  borough  council  (otherwise  than  for  ordinary  periodical  payment^),  or  any 
resolution  for  incurring  any  costs,  <lebt,  or  liability  exceedin;;  fifty  pounds  will 
}>e  proposed,  shall  state  the  amount  of  the  said  sum,  cont-*.  debt,  or  liability,  anil 
the  purpose  for  which  they  are  to  be  paid  or  incnrreil.  Proviiled  tliat  the  fore- 
going provisions  shall  not  apply  to  payments  niaile  in  pursuance  of  a  precept 
from  another  authority.* " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 
Discussion  : — 

Sir  Albert  Rollit  {Islington,  S.)      77       Mr.  SfntiH  {Shoredifch,  Hmton)  79 
Mr.  A.J.  Balfour    7K 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Ijords  Amendment — 

"In  page  6,  after  Clause  8,  insert  Clause  A— 

'(A.) — (1)  AH  payment  to  and  by  the lK)rou;;li  council  shall  be  nimlc  to  a:id 
by  the  borough  treasurer,  and  all  payments  by  the  council  shall,  unless  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  specific  recjuirement  of  an  Act  nf  Parliament  or  of  an  order 
of  a  competent  court,  be  mmle  in  pursuance  of  an  onler  of  the  council  signed  by 
three  members  of  the  finance  committee  present  ut  tlie  meeting  of  the  c.itin<-il, 
and  counter-signed  by  the  town  clerk,  and  the  same  onler  may  include  several 
paynieuta.  Moreover,  all  cheques  for  payment  of  nnmeys  issued  in  pursuance  of 
tuiy  such  order  sh^  be  coonter-signed  by  the  town  clerk,  or  by  a  deputy 
approved  by  t^e  council. 
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'  (2)  Any  such  order  may  be  removed  into  the  High  Court  JuMiee  by 
writ  of  certiorari,  and  may  ba  wholly  or  partially  disallowed  or  confirmed  on 
motion  and  hearing  with  or  without  eoeU,  according  to  the  Judgment  and 
discretion  of  the  court.' " 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords  Amendment — 

"Tn  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  word  'countersigned,'  and  insert  the  word 
'signed.' — (Jlfr.  Lough.) — instead  thereof." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  countersigned '  stand  part  of  the 
Lords  Amendment.' " 

The  SdieUof-Gengral  {Sir  B.  B.  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)    80 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
<  Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Other  Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  10,  tine  37,  to  leave  out  from  *  that '  to  end  of  the  sub-section,  and 
.  insert : 

'  (a)  If  the  CommiHsioners  under  this  Act  make  a  special  Report  to  Parlia- 
ment that  by  reason  of  anything  done  nnder  any  of  tlie  adoptive  Acts,  or  for  any 
other  exceptional  reason,  it  is  impracticable  to  deal  with  a  detached  part  of  a 
parish  in  manner  required  by  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section,  ^oee  pro- 
visions shall  not  apply  ;  and  further  provided  that : 

'  {b)  The  foregoing  providons  of  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  the  hamlet 

of  Knightsbridge.'^" 

the  next  Lords  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 
Discussion  : — 

Mr.  BousfieU  {Harkney,  iV.)      81       Sir  R.  B.  FiiUay    81 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Subsequent  Lords  Amendments  agreed  to,  with  a  consequential  Amend- 
ment to  the  Bill. 

Blilitaiy   Works  Bill — [Third  Reading.] — Order  read,  for  resuming 
Adjourned  Debate  on  Question  [3rd  July],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 

second  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 
Discussion  : — 

Mr.    Bwhanm  {Aberdeen-  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

shire,  E.)    ...  82          War  {Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  90 

Sir  William  Harcourt  {Mon-  Mr.  Edmund  Bc^tson...       ...  90 

movihshire,  W.)...       ...  85       Colonel     Blundell  (XanouAtre, 

The  Ckanrell&r  of  the  Ex-  Ince)   91 

chequer  {Sir  M.   Hicks-  Colonel  Kenyon-Slaneg  {Shropshire, 

Beach,  Bristol,  W.)      ...     87  Newport)    92 

Mr.     Edmtmd    Robertson  Captain  SincMr  {Forfarshire)  ...  96 

{Dundee)    89      Mr.  Weir  {Boss  and  Cromarty)...  99 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  '  That,'  to  the  end  of  tlie  Question,  lin  order 
to  add  the  words,  '  ThU  House  declines  to  proceed  further  with  a  Bill  iiutlioriB- 
m-^  the  expenditure  of  public  money  upon  militsiry  works  unlaw  full  dcUiils  of 
the  purpases  for  which  this  outlay  is  to  be  made  are  contained  therein.'" — 
{C'.i/jtf^ia  Sinclair.) 

Quustiuii  pt'opused,  '*  That  thu  wuixls  piupoaed  tu  be  luft  out  stand  pai-t  of 

the  Question." 

Discussion  :— 

Sir    John    Colomb   {Great  Mr.  Wyadham   119 

Yarmmih)    100       Mr.  Edmund  Bobertson   122 

Mr.  fVifndmm     ...       ...  103       Sir  James  Fergusson  ( Manchester, 

Sir  John  Cohmh   102  N.E.)   123 

Mr.   Warner  {Staffordshire,  Mr.  Lahmtrliere  (Northampion)...  124 

Lichfield)    110       Mr.  Gibsmk  Bowles  {Lpm  Regis)  125 

Colonel  Welhi  {Taunton) ...    Ill        Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)   126 

Major  lirnch  (to.r,  S.E.)    114       Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)   126 

Mr.  Dwiromhc  (Cundierlaiid,  Tli4S  First  Lord  of  the  Treamy 

Eijremont)        ...       ...  115          (Mr.   A.  J.   Balfour,  Man- 
Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman,                 Chester,  E.)   127 

(Stirling Burghs)        ...  116       Mr,  Swift  MacNeUl  (Donegal,  S.)  127 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  bo  now  put." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  159  ;  Noos,  64.    (Division  List,  No.  225.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  Question." 

The  House  divided Ayes  159  ;  Noes  64.   (Division  List,  No.  226). 

^lain  Qwestion  put  accordingly,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

.    The  House  divided — Ayes,  159;  Noes,  53.    (Division  List,  No.  227.) 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Monday  next. 

Metropolis  MantuErement  Acts  Amendment  (Bye-Laws)  Bill  [Lords]— 
Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported,  with  Amendments ;  as  amended, 
to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next  135 

Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts  Amendment  Bill — Considered  in  Committee, 

and  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next   136 

HooBe  adjourned  at  twenty-tire  minutes  before  Unc  of  the  clock. 
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2.  tinder  The  Land  Registry  Act,  1862  (Lord  Westbury's  Act)  :— 
(a)  The  total  number,  value,  and  acreage  {where  known)  of  estates  the 
titles  to  which  were  registered  on  first  registration ;  (b)  The  total  number 
of  separate  titles  on  the  register  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1898  (i.)  by 
first  registration,  and  (ii.)  by  sub-division  of  estates  already  registered ; 
(c)  The  total  number  of  separate  titles  which  had  been  removed  from  the 
register  on  the  Slat  day  of  December,  1898,  otherwise  than  by  transfer  to 
the  1876  register. 

3.  Under  both  the  Acts  of  1875  and  1862  -.—(a)  The  total  number  of 
separate  titles  on  the  register  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1898 ;  (b)  The 
total  number  of  transactions  annually  registered  from  the  1st  day  of 

January,  1895,  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1898,  showing  the  numbers 
of  (i.)  first  registrations  under  the  Act  of  1875,  (ii.)  conveyances,  transfers, 
and  transmissions  of  land,  (iii.)  mortgages,  charges,  further  charges,  and 
transfers  of  mortgages  and  charges,  (iv.)  reconveyances  of  mortgages  and 
cessation  of  charges,  (v.)  leases  and  surrenders  of  leases,  (vi.)  misceUaneous. 

4.  Under  the  Mortgage  Debenture  Acta,  1865  and  1870,  and  the  Im- 
provement of  Land  Act,  1864  :— A  statement,  so  far  as  may  be  practicable, 
of  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  work  done  under  these  Acts  from  the 
Ist  day  of  January,  1895,  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1898. 

5.  Under  the  Land  Charges  Registration  and  Searches  Act,  1888: — 
The  number  of  registrations,  official  searches,  and  ordinary  searches 
annually  made  from  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1895.  to  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1898. 

6.  Under  the  Middlesex  Registry  Act,  1708,  and  the  Land  Registry 
(Middlesex  Deeds)  Act,  1891  : — The  number  of  registrations  and  searches 
annually  made  from  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1896,  to  the  3l8t  day  of 
December,  1898. 

And  showing  the  amount  of  fees  received  each  year,  and  the  amount  of 
salaries  and  expenses  each  year  in  the  Land  Registry  from  the  lat  day  of 
April,  1895,  to  the  31st  day  of  March,  1899,  distinguiahing  with  respect 
to  the  periods  since  the  Land  Transfer  Act,  1897,  came  into  operation, 
for  the  purposes  of  Section  22  of  that  Act,  the  fees  received  and  salaries 
and  expenses  paid  under  the  Land  Transfer  Acts,  and  the  other  Acts  above 
referred  to  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  463,  of  Session 
1896).  "—(Mr.  H.  E.  Greene.)   163 

Message  fjrom  the  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to :  Education  of  Children 
Bill,  without  Amendment ;  Aire  and  Calder  Navigation  Bill ;  Midland 
Railway  Bill ;  Leith  Harbour  and  Docks  Bill,  with  Amendments.  That 
they  have  agreed  to  :  Amendments  to— Cobham  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Stret- 
ford  Gas  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  make  new  provisions 
with  regard  to  the  constitution,  and  to  change  the  name  of  the  company  of 
proprietors  of  the  Rochdale  Canal ;  to  fix  and  regulate  the  capital  and 
borrowing  powers  of  the  company  j  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  and 
confer  further  powers  on  the  company;  and  for  other  ptirposes."  [Koch- 
dale  Canal  Bill  [Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill  intituleil,  "An  Act  to  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
London  and  South- Western  Railway  Company,  to  authorise  them  to 
execute  further  works,  to  acquire  additional  lands,  and  to  raise  further 
inouey  ;  and  for  other  purposes."    [Loudon  and  South- Western  Railway 
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Bochdale  Oanal  Bill  [Lords] ;  London  and  South- Western  Railway  Bill 

[Lords] — Kead  the  first  time,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 

lor  Private  Bills   165 

Selection  (Standing  Committees) — Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection ;  that  they  had  discharged  the  following  Members  from 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Law  and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Pro- 
cedure : — Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil,  Mr.  William  Jones,  Mr.  Arthur  Morton,  Sir 
Albert  KolUt,  and  Mr.  Talbot ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitution :  Mr. 
Butcher,  Sir  George  Fardell,  Mr.  Gedge,  ilr.  Mount,  and  Captain 
Norton  166 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the  Committee ;  that  they  had  added 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law  and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Pro- 
cedure, the  following  fifteen  Members  in  respect  of  the  Improvement  of 
Land  Bill : — Commander  Bethcll,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Channing,  Dr. 
Clark,  Mr.  Colston,  Mr.  Wingfield-Digby,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Gold, 
Mr.  Seale-Hayne,  Mr.  Jeffreys,  Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone,  Colonel  Kenyon- 
Slaney,  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis,  Mr.  Walter  Long,  and  Major  Rasch   165 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the  Committee ;  that  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Members  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade 
(including  Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping  and  Manufactures : — Mr. 
Galloway  and  Mr.  Gedge ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitution :  Sir 
Edward  Hill  and  Sir  James  Kankin  ...       ...       ...    ...  165 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the  Committee  ;  that  they  had  added 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  Fishing), 
,  Shipping,  and  Manufactures,  the  following  fifteen  Members  in  respect  of 
the  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Bill : — Mr.  Archdale, 
Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Mr.  J.  H.  M.  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Doogan,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr. 
Arnold-Forater,  Mr.  MoUoy,  Mr.  Arthur  Moore,  Mr.  William  Moore,  Mr. 
O'Neill,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  and  Colonel  Saunderaon.  Reports  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  166 

Standing  CoMMirrEEs  (Chairmen's  Panel) — Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor 
reported  from  the  Chairmen's  Panel :  That  they  had  appointed  Lord  Ed- 
mond  Fitzmaurice  to  act  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the 
consideration  of  Bills  relating  to  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  Fish- 
ing), Shipping,  and  Manufactures,  in  place  of  Mr.  John  Edward  Ellis,  in 
respect  of  the  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Bill ;  and 
that  they  had  appointed  Sir  James  Ferguason  to  act  as  Chairman  of  the 
Standing  Committee  for  the  consideration  of  Bills  relating  to  Law  aad 
Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure,  in  respect  of  the  Improvement  of 
Land  Bill.    Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table  166 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  [Salaries,  &c.] — 
Committee  to  consider  of  authorising  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be 
provided  by  Pariiament,  of  any  salaries,  remuneration  and  expenses  that 
may  become  payable  under  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  for  establishing 
a  Department  of  Agriculture  and  other  Industries  and  Technical  Instruc- 
tion in  Trel  iTid  [Q'lecn's  Recommendation  signified],  upon  Monday  next. — 
(Mr.  Gerald  JJul/our.)  166 

Cottage  Homes  Bill — Reported,  \nthout  Amendment,  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, with  Second  Special  lieport  and  Minutes  of  Evidence,  licportand 
Special  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  271.)     ...  166 
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Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)   185 

Transvaal  Affairs — Questions,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling 
Burghs),  Mr.  Labouchere  (Northampton),  and  Commander  Bethell 
(Yorkshire  £.  B.,  Holdemeas)  ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  186 

Business  of  the  House — Questions,  Sir  Charles  Cameron  (Glasgow,  Bridge- 
ton),  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.),  Admiral  Field  (Sussex,  Eastbourne),  Mr. 
Weir  (Boss.and  Ciomarty),  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  (Liverpool,  Scotland),  and 
Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.) ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)   187 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Board  of  Education  Bill  [Lords] — Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc.  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.  (No.  270.)  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Standing 
Committee,  to  be  printed.  (No.  270.)  Bill  as  amended  in  the  Standing 
Committee,  to  be  taken  into  consideration  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.    (Bill  266.)   188 

SUPPLY— [Additional  Days.]— Ordered,  that  three  additional  days  be 

allotted  to  the  Business  of  Supply. — {Mr.  Balfour,)  188 

SUPPLY  (18th  Allotted  Day)— Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Civil  Service  Estimates,  1899-1900. 
Class  III. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£39,232,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  .'f  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  3lst  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Salaries  of  the  Law 
Officers'  Department ;  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  the 
Solicitor  for  the  Affairs  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  Queen's  Proctor,  and 
Director  of  Public  Prosecutions ;  the  costs  of  prosecutions,  of  other  l^;al 
proceedings,  and  of  Pu'liamentary  agency." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  Item  A  be  reduced  by  £455,  in  respect  of  the  allowance  for  Personal 
Clerks."— (JIfr.  Weir.) 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Lmtgh  {IsUngUm,  W.)      189       The  Soticitor-General  (Sir  R.  B. 

Finlap,  Inverness  Bmgkf)  ...  190 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 
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Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Lmgh    192       Mr,  Wm    192 

SirR.  B.  Finlay   192 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  £13,200,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenses. 

3.  £206,527,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. 

4.  £16,742,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Land  Registry. 

5.  £29,714,  to  complete  the  sum  for  County  Courts. 

Discussion  : — 

■  Sir  Vharles  Dilke  {Gloucester,  Dr.  Clark  (CaithnesssIUre)    •  ...  193 

Fore4st  of  Dean)   193      Sir  R.  B.  Finlay    193 

The  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  Treamry  {Mr.  Hanhury, 
Frestan)   193 

Vote  agreed  to, 

6.  £40,968,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Police,  England  and  Wales. 

7.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£415,168  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Prisons  in 
Knglaad,  Wales,  and  the  Colonies." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoaed — 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £410,161,  be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — 
{Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Dillon  {Mayo,  E.)     ...  198       Sir  Charles  Cameron  (Glasgow, 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Bridgeton)    201 

the  Home  Department  (*S¥r  Mr.  Lloyd  Morgan  {Carmaiihen, 

M.  JFhite  Ridley,  Lan-  W.)  202 

caihxre,  Blackpool       ...  199 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  76 ;  Noes,  212.  (Division  List,  No.  228.) 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 
Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Lough                          205       Major-General  Goldaworlhy  {Sam- 
Mr.  Daviit  {Mayo,  S.)     ...    207  mermith)   208 

Sir  M.  WhiU  Ridley    208 

Motion  mad^  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £415,061,  be  granted  forthe  said  Service."— 
{Dr.  Clark.) 

Discussion  : — 

Visarunt  Cranbome  {Roches-  Dr.  Farquharson  {Aberdeen,  W.)  210 

ter)   210 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 
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Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Flower  {Bradford,  JK)      211       Mr.  Davitt   213 

Mr.  Lough  212       Mr.  Asquith  {Fife,  E.)         ...  214 

SirM.  WhiURmey        ...  212 

Question  put^  and  agreed  to. 

8.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£124,195,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the*  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  £!xpense  of  the  Mainten- 
ance of  Juvenile  Offenders  in  Reformatoiy,  Industrial,  and  Day  Industrial 
Schools  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  Inspectors  of  Eoformatories." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £123,695,  be  granted  for  the  Raid  Sen-ice." — 
(iStr  Charles  Cameron.) 

Discussion  : — 

Captain  Sinclair  {Forfar^ire)    216  Charles  Cameron    216 

Sir  M.  fnOe  Hidletf       ...  216 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Discussion  : — 

Admiral  Field  {Sussex,  East-  Sir  M.  IVhiU  Ridley    219 

bourne)  217 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

g.  £21,942,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic 
Asylum ;  Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£96,868,  be  granted  to  Her  Majestjr  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  d^  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Salaries  and  £x- 

Eenses  of  the  Office  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
tepartment  and  Subordinate  OflBces." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £10C^  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
Secretaiy  of  State."— (5tr  Charles  DUke.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.Siuart  Wortley  {Sheffield,  Sir  Fortemie    Flannery  {Vrnk- 

Halhim)   225  shim,  Shipley)    235 

Mr.  L.  It.  Holland  {Tower  Mr.  Flower    237 

Hamlets,  Bow)   226       Colonel    Blandell  {Lancashire, 

Captain    Norton    {Newing-  hue) ...        ...        ...        ...  238 

ton,  IF.)   230      Mr.  Tenmni  {Beitoirkshire)    ...  238 

Captain     Greville  {Brad- 
ford, E.)    234 
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Mr.  John  Burns 

Sir  M.  White  Ridley 

Mr.  Asgyith 

Mr.  Tmnant 

Sir  M.  mite  Ridley 

Mr.  John  Bums... 


Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present ;  House 
counted,  and,  forty  Members  being  found  present — 

Mr.  Teimani    238      Mr.  Coghill 

Mr.  Drage  {Derby)         ...  239 

Mr.  Tennant    239 

Mr.  Coghill  {Stoke  on-Trmt)  242 
Sir  {Falter  Foster  {Derby, 

Ilkeston)    244 

Mr.  Drage   248 

Mr.  John  Bums  {Battersea)  252 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayea,  35 ;  Noes,  115.  (Division  List^  No.  2*?!*.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Carvell  Williams  {Notts,  Mansfield)  ... 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Kesolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  also  report 
Progress  i  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 


255 
255 
257 
262 
263 
267 
268 


269 


House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  aitxsc  Twelve  of  the  dock. 


LORDS:  MONDAY,  10th  JULY  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  certificate  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  com- 
plied with:  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  17);  and  the 
certificate  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bit! 
have  been  complied  with  :  Hwrow  and  Uxbndge  Railway  ;  the  same  were 
oidered  to  lie  on  the  Table  273 
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complied  with  in  respect  of  the  London,  Walthamstow,  and  Epping  Forest 
EUdlway  (No.  2)  Bill  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill  allowed  to 
proceed,  provided  that  the  agreement  between  the  London,  Walthamstow, 
and  Epping  Forest  Railway  Company  and  the  Midland  Railway  Company 
contained  in  the  Third  Schedule  to  the  Bill  shall  be  of  no  vahdity  until  the 
publication  in  the  London  Gazette  of  a  certificate  by  two  justices  that  the 
said  agreement  has  been  approved  by  a  general  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders of  the  Midland  Railway  Company  held  in  the  month  of  August, 
1899,  in  accordance  with  Standing  OixJer  64.    Read,  and  agreed  to       ...  273 

Gateshead  and  District  Tramways  Bill— Committee  to  meet  To-morrow  273 

Sheffield  Gor|M>ration  Markets  Bill ;  Uillwall  Dock  Bill ;  Stockport 

OorporatlOll  — Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next    273 
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Irish  Land  Commission  (Judicial  Rents) — Return  for  the  month  of 

December,  1898    276 

Trade  Reports  (1899)  Annual  Series— No.  2312.  Germany  (Frankfort-on- 
Maine;  No.  2313.  Santo  Domingo;  No.  2314.  United  States  (Boston 
and  District).  Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  276 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898 — Regulations  under  the  Local 
Government  (Application  of  Enactments)  C^er,  1898,  as  to  issue  of 
county  stock  276 

Fines,  Etc.  (Ireland) — ^Abstract  of  accounts  of  fines  accounted  for  by  the 

Registrar  of  Petty  Sessions  Clerks  for  the  year  1897    276 

Dogs  Regulation  (Ireland)  Act,  1865 — Account  df  receipts  and  expenditure 

under  the  Act,  for  1898    276 

Superannuation  Act,  1884— Treasury  Minute,  dated  3rd  July,  1899, 
declaring  that  Mr.  Henry  Gwilliam,  artificer,  Royal  Small  Arms  Factory, 
War  Office,  was  appointed  without '  a  Civil  Service  certificate,  through 
inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  head  of  his  Department.  Laid  before  the 
House  [pursuuit  to  Act],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  276 

Oommons  and  Open  Spaces  Bill  [Lords] — House  in  Committee  [according 
to  Order.] 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 
Clause  2 : — 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line      to  leave  out '  forty  days,*  and  insert '  three  months.' 
(Vimount  Cross.) 

On  Question,  "  That  the  words  '  forty  days '  stand  part  of  the  clause," 
resolved  in  the  negative. 

On  Question,  "  That  the  words   <  three  months  '  be  here  inserted, 
agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — ^After  line  12,  to  insert  the  following  proviso : 

"  Provided,  that  if,  at  any  time  before  the  Board  have  approved  of  the 
scheme,  they  receive  a  written  notice  of  dissent  either— (o)  from  tiie  person 
entitle*!,  as  lord  of  the  manor  or  otlierwUe,  to  tlie  Hoil  of  the  common  ;  or 
(b)  from  persons  representing  at  least  one-third  in  value  of  such  interests 
*  in  the  common  as  are  affected  by  the  scheme;  and  such  notice  is  not  subse- 
quently withdrawn,  the  Board  shall  not  proceed  in  the  matter." — [Viscount 
Cross.) 

Discussion  : — 

L(nrd  BurgheUre    278       The  Marquess  of  Ripon   282 

Viscount  Cross    279       Viscount  Cross   282 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown  ...  279       Lord  Spencer    283 

Lord  Daveij    280      Lord  Thring    283 

Lmi  Ribblesdale    281 

On  Question,  "  That  these  words  be  here  inserted,"  agreed  to. 
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Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  3,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  : — 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  to  leave  oat  Clause  4." — ( Vitemtnt  Oow.) 

Discussion  : — 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley     ...    284       Lord  Davey    284 

Viscouni  Cross    284 

On  Question,  "  That  Clause  4  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  resolved  in  the 
negative. 

Clause  5 : — 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  34,  after  'powers'  to  insert  *  of  nuuia^ment.'  "—{Viscount  Cross.) 

Lord  Davey    285 

On  Question,  "  That  these  words  be  here  inserted,"  agreed  to. 

Clauses  6  and  7  agreed  to. 

Clause  8 ; — 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  3,  to  leave  oat  ClaaseS." — {Vis<mtnt  Cross.) 

Jjitri  Davey   286 

On  Question,  "That  Clause  8  stand  par^^  of  the  Bill,"  resolved  in  the 
negative. 

Clause  9,  amended,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  10:— 

VisamU  Cross   286 

On  Question,  "  That  Clause  10  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  resolved  in 
the  native. 

Chuises  11, 12,  and  13  agreed  to. 

Clause  14 : — 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  4,  to  leave  out  from  *ahall*  in  line  1^  to  'case'  in  line  17."— (Vit- 


eouiU  Cross") 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley   286 

On  Question,  "  That  these  words  stand  part  of  the  clause,"  resolved  in 

the  negative. 

Clause  14,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  15  agreed  to. 
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Clause  16 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  32,  after  '  This '  to  insert '  Part  of  this ' ;  and  to  leave  out 
from  '  apply '  ia  line  32,  to  the  end  of  the  clause,  and  insert  '  to  the  council  of  a 
county  borough  in  like  manner  as  if  that  cooncit  were  the  council  of  an  urban 
district. ' " — ( Viscount  Cross. ) 

On  Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause,"  resolved  in  the  negative. 

On  Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  stand  part  of  the 
clause"  agreed  to. 

Clause  16,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  17,  amraided,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  1 8,  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  19  :— 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  3,  to  leave  out  Clause  19." — {Viscount  Cross.) 

Discussion  : — 

LordDavey    287       Viscount  Cross  387 

On  Question,  "  That  Clause  19  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  resolved  in  the 
native. 

Clause  20,  amended,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  21 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Sab-section  {3)  to  insert  new  sub-section  :  'All  the  powers  exercisable 
by  the  London  County  Council  and  other  local  authorities  under  the  Open 
Spaces  Acts,  1877  to  1890,  may  also  be  exercisable  by  the  county  of  any  admini- 
strative county,  and  any  expenses  incurred  by  a  county  council  under  the  said 
Acts  shall  be  defrayed  as  expenses  incurred  under  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1888.'  "—{Lord  Tejfnham,) 

Discussion  i — 

FiscmiU  Cross    288      Lord  Burghckre   289 

On  Question,  "  That  this  Bub-«ection  be  here  inserted,"  agreed  to. 
Clause  21,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
B^naining  clauses  agreed  ta 

Billl  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee,  and  to  be  printed,  as 

amended.    (No.  161.) 

Marriages  Validity  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]— Second  Reading — Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  Second  Keading  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  read  the  second  time." — {Lord  Macnaghien.) 

The  Lord  GhanceOor  {The  Earl  of  HaMmy)   290 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  second  time  [according  to  Order] ;  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 
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Ireland  324 

Oongested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Bill — "  To  amend  certain  provisions 
of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1896,  affecting  the  Congested  Districts 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  proposed  be  there  inserted." 
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The  President  of  the  Board  of  Sir  William  Baram'i{Mmmoidh- 

AgrU~uUure    {Mr,   Long^  shire,  W.)    332 
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Mr.  AsguUh  {Fife,  E.)     ...    346       Mr.  McKenna  363 
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Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  155 ;  Noes,  251.  (Division  List,  No.  230.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  paM  1,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  rent-charge,'  to  insert  the  words,  'derived 
from  agricnltural  land.'" — [Mr.  Nnasey.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  :— 


Mr.  Long  ... 

...  375 

Mr.  Logan 

378 

Mr.  McKenna 

...  375 

Mr.  Stuart  {Shoreditck,  Hixdon) 

378 

Mr.  HarwQod 

...  376 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 

379 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans.., 

...  376 

Mr.  Perks 

380 

Mr.  Asquith 

...  376 

Mr.  Carvell  frUliams  ... 

380 

Mr.  Lewis  

...  377 

Mr.  Maddison  (Sheffield,  Bright- 

Mr.  Lahouchere 

...  377 

side)  

380 

Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts... 

...  378 

-Ayea,  98  j  Noes,  181.  (Division  List,  Na  231.) 


Mr.   D.  A.  Tkomm  {Merlhyr 

Tydvil)   

Mr.  Platt-Higgins  {Salford,  N.) 

Mr.  Moulton   

Mr.  Logan 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 

Mr.  McKenna  ... 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans   

Mr.  Long   


Question  put. 
The  Committee  divided 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^e  1 ,  line  6,  after  the  word  '  rent-charge,'  to  insert  the  words, '  whiclt 
Itad  no  adaition  at  tlie  time  of  commntation  as  an  equivalent  of  rates  and 
taxes.'" — (Mr.  Lambert.) 

Question  proposed,  "  Tluit  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Long   387 

Sir  William  Harcourt      . . .  388 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Mandmter,  E.)   390 

Sir  H.  CampbelUBanTier- 
man  (Stirling  Burghs)  ...  391 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans   393 

Mr.  Abel  Thomas  (Carmar- 
then)  395 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  151 ;  Noes,  264.   (Division  List,  No. 
232.) 

Amendment  pi'oposed — ■ 

In  page  1,  line  5,  to  leave  oat  the  words '  attached  to,'  and  insert  the  words, 
'  not  severed  from.'"— (jtfr.  D.  A.  TTuymas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  attached  to '  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Lahouchere 
Mr.  Long  ... 

Mr.  Humphreys-Owen  (Mont- 
gomery)   

Mr.  McKenna   

Mr,  Samuel  Evans  

Mr.  Perks  

The  SoUcUor-General  (Sir 
B.  B.  FitUayt  Inverness 
Burghs)  


396 
396 
396 
327 
399 
401 
402 
402 
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Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  a  Division  : — Ayes,  249 ;  Noes,  135.  (Divi- 
sion List,  No.  233.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "That  the  words  'attached  to'  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

The  Ciommittee  divided  : — Ayes,  243;  Noes,  134.    (I^Tision  last^  No. 

234.) 

It  being  after  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Keport 
to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Agricitlturk  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  [Salaries,  &c.] — Con- 
sidered in  Committee. 

Motion  moved,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  Tliat  it  Is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment  out  of  moneys  to  be  pro- 
Wded  by  Parliament  of  a  sabiry  aot  exceeding  £1,200,  together  with  a  residen- 
tial allowance  not  exceeding^£150,  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Department  of 
AgricuItDie  and  Technical  Instmction  for  Ireland,  and  of  the  Baiaries  and 
remuneration  to  the  secretary,  amistant-secretaries,  inspectors,  officers,  and 
servants  of  the  Department,  and  of  all  expenses  incurred  by  the  Department,  in 
pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the  present  session  for  establishing  a  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  other  Imlustnes  and  Technical  Instruction  in  Ireland." — [Mr. 
Gerald  Bal/our.) 

Discussion  ; — 

Mr.  Dillon  {Maijo,  E.)     ...    423       The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 

(Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Cmtr<d)    424 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Metropolis  Management  Acts  Amendment  (Bye-laws)  Bill  [Lords]— As 
amended,  conndered ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  iuinutes  before  One  of  the  clock. 


LORDS:  TUESDAY,  lira  JULY  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  not  been 
complied  with  : — West  Metropolitan  Railway.  The  same  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table   425 

DnbUn  Orarporation  Bill — A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select  Com- 
mittee  425 
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London  Oonnty  Council  (Money)  Bill ;  Qreat  Western  Railway  Bill ; 
Central  London  Railwav  Bill ;  Fishguard  and  Bosslare  Railways 
and  Harbours  Bill ;  Manchester  Corporation  (Qeneral  Powers) 
Bill — Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next         ...       ...       ...       ...    4  25 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill— Report  from  the 
Select  Committee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill,  the  opposition  to  the  Bristol  Order  having  been 
withdrawn  ;  the  Orders  made  on  30th  June  and  Tuesday  last  discharged  ; 
and  Bill  committed  for  Thursday  next       ...       ...  ...       ...  425 

Redditch  Gas  Bill — Reported,  with  Amendments      ...       ...       ...       ...  425 

Bradford  Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill — Report  from  the  Select 
Committee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration 
of  the  Bill,  the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  The  Orders  made  on  Tuesday  last  discharged, 
and  Bill  committed  425 

Harrow  and  Uxbridge'  Railway  Bill ;  Warrington  Corporation  Bill ; 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill— Moved, 
That  the  Order  made  on  the  9th  day  of  March  last.  That  no  Private  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after 
Tuesday,  the  27th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with ;  and  that  the 
Bills  be  read  the  second  time ;  agreed  to.  Bills  read  the  second  time 
accordingly,  and  committed.  The  Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection   426 

Birmingham  Corporation  Bill — Read  tho  third  time,  with  the  Amend- 
ments ;  further  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons   426 

Midland  and  South- Western  Junction  Railway  Bill ;  Lincoln  and  East 
Coast  Railway  and  Dock  Bill ;  Woking  Water  and  Gas  BiU ; 
Iiowestoft  Promenade  Pier  Bill— Read  the  third  time,  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons   426 

Aire  and  Oalder  Navi^tion  Bill ;  Midland  Railway  Bill— Returned 

from  the  Commons,  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to   426 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  BiU— House  to  be  in 

Committee  on  Thursday  next         ...       ...       , , .       ...       ...       ...  426 

Miiitai^  Lands  Provisional  Order  BiU— House  in  Committee  [according 
to  Order] ;  Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  Then  Standing  Orders 
Nos.  XXXIX.  and  XLV.  considered  [according  to  Order],  and  dispensed 
with ;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...       ...       ...    426 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill— House  in 
Committee  [according  to  Order];  Bill  repoited  without  Amendment; 
Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  on 

Thursday  next  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  435 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill— House  in  Committee 
[according  to  Order]  ;  Amendments  made  ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
the  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next      ...       ...  427 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  Bill— Moved  that  the  Order  of  the 
9th  March  last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday 
the  27th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  the  second  time ;  agreed  to.  Bill  read  the  second  time  accordingly, 
and  committed.  The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Solection   '    ^       ...  427 
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Local  GoTemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provi8ional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill— Moved,  That  the  Order  of  the  9th 
Mar^  last,  "  That  no  Prorisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from 
the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday,  the 
27th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now- 
read  the  second  time  ;  agreed  to.  Bills  read  the  second  time  accordingly, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next  ...  427 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill— Moved,  That  the 
Order  of  the  9th  March  last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  he  read  a  second  time  after 
Tuesday  the  27th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  second  time ;  agreed  to.  Bill  read  the  second  time 
accordingly,  and  committed.  The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection        ...       ...       ...       .  ■  ■       .  ■  •       ...       ...  427 


London  Ooun^  OonncU  (General  Powers)  Bill— Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  the  five  Lords  appointed  a  Select  Committee  on 
the  Leeds  Corporation  Bill  do  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill ;  read,  and 
agreed  to  J  all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to  the 
petitioners  praying  to  bo  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bill  to  be  heard  as 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 
Tithe  Rent-Oharge  (Bates)  Bill — Considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  1 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  wonl '  benefice,'  to*in<)ert  the  wortlft, '  to  which 
Buch  owner  may  be  presented  after  the  passing  of  this  Act." — {Mr.  Samuel 
Evans.) 

Question  propose(^  "  That  those  words  he  there  inserted." 
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The  President  of  the  Board 
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Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be  now  put.' 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  258  ;  Noes,  160.  (Division  List,  No.  235.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  *'  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  165 ;  Noes,  262.  (Division  List,  No.  236.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  ...  519 

Mr.     Dahiel  (Kirkcaldy 

Burghs)   519 

Mr.  Lahouchere    520 

S*r  H.  CampbeU-Bannerman  520 
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Mr.  Guddard  (IpsuHch) ... 
Mr.  Gawley  (Lancashire,  Prest- 
wich)  ... 

Mr.  J.  E.  Roberts  (Detdnghshire, 

W.)  

Mr.  BUlson  (Halifax)  

Mr.  framer  (Staffordshire,  Lieh- 

fieUl)    

Mr.  McLaren  (Leicestershire,  Bos- 

worth)  .. 
Mr.  Perks  (Lincolnshire,  Louth)... 
Mr.  Dib&uchere  (Northampton)  ... 
Mr.  Stuart  (Shoredilch,  Iloxton)... 
Mr.   D.  A.  Thomas  (Merthyr 

Tyddl)   

Tlie  First  Loi'd  of  Die  Treasury 

(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 


Mr.  Cominey  (ComvxUl,  Bod- 
min) ... 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman 
Sir  WiUiam  Uarcourt ... 
Mr.  D.  A.  nomas 
Mr.  Diilon(Mayo,  E.)  ... 
Mr.  Ellis  J.  Griffiths  ... 
Mr.  Gibson  Boioles 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  Id  ps^  1,  line  5,  after  tlie  word  '  benefice,'  to  insert  the  words,  'who  has 
incurred  expenses  in  tbe  employmeat  of  a  curate  for  the  purposes  of  socli  benefice 
or  has  incurred  expenses  about  repairing  the  churdi  belonging  to  sucAi  bmofice, 
he  shall,  where  snch  expenditure  is  not  less  than  one-half  of  the  amount  of  any 
rate  to  which  this  Act  applies.' " — {3fr.  Atkerley-Jone*.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Long   529 

Sir  IVilliam  Harcotai      ...  530 

Mr.  Haldane  (Haddington)  532 

Mr.  Crims  (Gloucestershire, 

Stroud)   533 

Mr.  Abel  Thomas  (Carmar- 
then)   533 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Mcni1>ers  wore  not  present ;  House 
counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found  present — 


502 

503 

604 
505 

505 

506 
507 
608 
510 

510 


511 


522 
523 
524 
524 
524 
625 
526 


Mr.  Dalsiel    534 

Mr.  McKenna   534 

Mr.  Lambert    536 

Mr,  Logan  (Leice^,  Harborough)  537 
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Discussion  resumed: — 

Mr.  Logan,..       ...       ...    538       Mr.  Moss        ...    543 

Mr.  Mendl  {Plymmth)     ...    539      Mr.  Chanmng  (Nbtikam^onshirey 


District)   540      Mr.  Samuel  Evans    544 

Mr.  Humphrey&-Owen  {Mont- 
gomeryshire)   542 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided Ayes,  208 ;  Noes,  121.  (Division  List,  No.  237.) 
Question  put  ftccordingly,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  98 ;  Noes,  218.  (Division  List,  No.  338.) 
Question  put,  "  That  the  words  of  the  clause,  '  shall  be  liable  to  pay  only,' 


The  Committee  divided:—  Ayes,  222  j  Noes,  135.    (Division  List,  No.  239.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  th^  words  of  the  clause  *  shall  be  liable 
to  pay  only,'  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  234 ;  Noes,  145.  (Division  LiBt>  No.  240.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words 'one- half,' in  order  to  insert  the 
words,  'the  proportion  set  forth  in  the  sohedole  to  this  Act,'— (ifr.  David 
Thomas,) — instead  thereof." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  one-half '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Disoi^iON : — 


Mr,  Long  

561 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans 

567 

Mr.     Edmund  Hobertsm 

Mr.  Abel  Thomas 

568 

(Dundee) 

562 

Mr.  Stuart   

569 

Mr.  Perks  

562 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 

570 

Mr.  Lewis  ... 

563 

Mr.  GriJ/ith-Bos€awen(Kent,  Tun- 

Mr.  Movlton  (Cormoall,  Laun- 

bridge) 

571 

ceston)  ... 

564 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 

571 

Mr.  Cripps  

565 

Mr.  Spicer  (Monmmitii  Boroughs) 

572 

Sir  fFiUiam  Harcmrt 

566 

Mr,  George  WhUehy  (Stockport) 

573 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  '  one-half'  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  a  Division : — Ayes,  228;  Noes,  125.  (Division 

List,  No.  241.) 

Mr.  D.  A.  Thmas   577 

Question  put,  "  That  the  question,  '  That  the  words  of  the  clause  to  the 
word  "  and,"  in  line  8,  stand  part  of  the  clause  *  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  224 ;  Noes,  104.    (Division  List,  No.  242.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  the  words  of  the  clause  to  the  word 
'and,*  in  line  8,  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  224 ;  Noes,  100.  (Division  List,  No.  243.) 

Whereupon  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 


Mr.  Brynmor  Jones  (^oansea 


543 


stand  part  of  the  clause,  be  now  put.' 
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Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  (Salaries,  &c.) — 
Resolution  reported  : — "That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  pajTnent,  out 
of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  a  Salary  not  exceeding  £1,200, 
together  with  a  residential  allowance  not  exceeding  £150,  to  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  for 
Ireland,  and  of  the  salaries  and  remuneration  to  the  secretary,  assistant 
secretaries,  inspectors,  officers,  and  ser>'ants  of  the  Department,  and  of  all 
expenses  incurred  by  the  Department  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the 
present  Session  for  establishing  a  Department  of  Agriculture  and  other 
Industries  and  Technical  Instruction  in  Ireland  "  583 

Resolution  agreed  to,  ' 

House  adjouned  at  Twenty-five  minutes  before  One  of  tlie  clock. 


COMMONS :  WEDNESDAY,  12th  JULY  1899. 

PRIFATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Leith  Hafbonr  and  Docks  Bill — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 

agreed  to   585 

Brighton  Marine  Palace  and  Pier  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  third  time,  and 

passed,  with  Amendments     ...       ...    ...    585 

Greenock  and  Port  Glasgow  Tramways  Bill  [Lordsl— As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;  Amendments  made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time       ...        ...  585 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  (Pilotage)  Bill  [Lords]— As  amended, 

considered ;  an  Amendment  made ;  Bill  to  bo  read  tne  thim  time         ...  5S5 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]— Bead  a  second  time, 

and  committed   ...       ...       ...      585 

Workington  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] — Report  [llth  July]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  standing  Orders  read. 

Ordered,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time." — {Dr.  Far^vJtarson)      . . .  585 

PETITIONS. 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act,  1845— Petitions  for  alteration  of 

Law ; — From  Cathcart  and  Stonehouse ;  to  He  upon  the  Table    585 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill— Petition  from  Liverpool, 

in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   585 

Titbe  Bent-Charge  (Rates)  Bill—Petitions  against :— From  Burnley,  Leslie, 

and  Nelson  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  585 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Sea  Fishkmks  Act,  1868— Copy  presented, — of  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
under  Part  III.  of  the  Act.  Orders  for  Fishery  Grants,  1898-9  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    (Na  276)    586 

VOL.  LXXIV,   [Fourth  Sbries.]  d 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Metropolitan  Police  (Salaries)  Bill — Order  for  Second  Heading  To-morrow 
read,  and  discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

Titiie  Bent-Ohar£fe  (Bates)  Bill — Considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  1 : — 
Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Laiottchere  (N'orthamp-  Mr.  Lambert  {Devon,  Souih  Md- 

'     ton)    686         /or)  ...  587 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8.  to  leave  ont  from  th»  word  *  rent-charge  *  to  the  end  of 
the  clause. ^—(ilfr.  L.  R.  Holland.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
'  out,'  in  line  10,  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Discussion  : 

Mr.  W<mier  {Stafford,  Lich-  Sir  fFilliam  Harcomi   615 

Jield)    693       The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasttry 

Mr.  Letois  {Flint  Boroughs) .  593          {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mandies- 

Mr.  Ernest  Cfray  {West Ham,  ter,  E.)    616 

N.)    593       Mr.  EUk  J.  GHffiths  {Anglesey)..  621 

Mr.  Stuart  (Shorediteh,  Hox-  Mr.  Mendl  {Plymouth)   622 

ton)    596       Mr.  Clumning  {Northimpionshire, 

Mr.    Pickersgill    {Bethnai  E.)   623 

Green,  S.W.)    601       Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Begis)  625 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Mr.  Broadhm-st  {Leicester)       ...  632 

Agriculture    {Mr.   Long,  Mr.  Bartley  {Islington,  N.)     . . .  634 

Liverpool,  West  Derby)  ...  605       Mr.  Carvell  Williams  {NotHng- 

Sir  WiiUam  Harcowt  {Mon-  hamshire,  Mansfield)   635 

m0^l^skire,  W.)   610      Mr.  Lloyd  Morgan  {Carmarthen, 

Commander  Bethell  {York,  W.)  636 

E.  B.,  Holdemess)       ...  615       Colonel  Welby  {TautUon)         ...  637 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  257  ;  Noes,  157.  (Division  List,  No.  244.) 
Discussion  : — 

Mr.  J.  H.  Boberts  (Deningh-  Mr.  G^son  Bowles  {Lynn  Begis)  642 

shire,  W.)    641 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  [la^  1,  line  ll,  after  tlie  wonl '  account^'  to  insert  the  words, '  in  excewi 
of  finch  mm  paid  by  them  to  Local  Taxation  Account  in  1898."* — {Mr. 

Comienay  Warner.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion 

Mr.  Long   643       Mr.  LiAou(Sure   644 

Mr.  Hitmphr^s-Owen  {Mont- 
gomery)  644 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided Ayes,  270;  Noes,  148.   (Division  List,  Na  246.) 
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Queation  put  accordingly,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided Ayes,  147 ;  Noes,  271.  (DivisioD  List,  No.  246.) 

It  being  after  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  proceeded  to 

interrupt  the  Business. 

Whereupon  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place  and  claimed  to  move, 
"  That  the  Question  '  That  Clause  1  stand  Tpaxt  of  the  Bill,'  be  now  put" 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  *That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the  Kll  " 
be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  266 ;  Noes,  151.  (Division  List^  No.  247.) 

Question  put  accordingly, "  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

The  Committee  divided  ^— Ayes,  259 ;  Noes,  151.   (Division  List,  No.  248.) 

Whereupon  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

It  being  after  Six  of  the  clock,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put. 

Adjoorned  at  five  minutes  after  Six  of  the  clock. 


LORDS :  THURSDAY,  13th  JULY  1899. 
ROYJL  ASSENT. 

Commission — The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal  Assent: — 1.  Fine  or 
Imprisonment  (Scotland  and  Ireland) ;  2.  Reformatory  Schools  Amend- 
ment ;  3.  Education  of  Children ;  4.  London  Grovernment ;  5.  Local 
Grovermnent  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2) ;  6.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3) ;  7.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5) ;  8.  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7) ;  9.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  8);  10.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  11); 
11.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (Gas);  12.  Local  Government 
Provisional  Order  (Housing  of  the  Working  Classes);  13.  Local  Govon- 
ment  Provisional  Oiders  (Poor  Law) ;  1 4.  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Provisional  Onler  (Borrowstounness) ;  15.  Electric  Lighting  Provi8i<mal 
Order  (No.  3) ;  16.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  ;  17.  Elec- 
tric Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6) ;  18.  Electric  Lighting  Provi- 
sional Orders  (No.  7) ;  19.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Oraers  (No.  8) ; 
20.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9) ;  21.  Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  16);  22.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order 
(No.  18);  23.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  19);  24.  Educa- 
tion Department  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (Liverpool) ;  25.  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1);  26.  Local  Gtovemment  (Ireland) 
Provision^  Order  (No.  1);  27.  Local  (Jovenunent  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orflers  (No.  2);  28.  LoobI  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3) ;  29.  Lo«»l  Grovemmoit  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Houdng  of 
the  Working  Classea  (No.  2);  30.  Military  Lands  Provisional  Orde:; 
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31.  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coaat  Railway  (Pensions) ;  32.  Friends' 
Provident  Institution  j  33.  Skipton  Urban  District  Gas ;  34.  Mid-Kent 
Gas ;  35.  Wishaw  Water ;  36.  Shotley  Bridge  and  Consett  District  Gas ; 
37.  Aberdeen  Corporation ;  38.  Cardiff  Railway ;  39.  Bhondda  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council ;  40.  Hastings  and  St.  Ijeonards  Gas ;  41.  Belfast  and  Northern 
Counties  Eailvays ;  42.  Colonial  and  Foreign  Banks  Guarantee  Fund ; 
43.  Grosvenor  Chapel  (London) ;  44.  Hampstead  Chiu*ch  (Emmanuel,  West 
End);  45.  Brynma  wt  and  Western  Valleys  Eail  way;  46.  Barton-on-Sea  Water; 
47.  Lanarkshire  (Middle  Ward  District)  Water;  48.  Edinburgh  Corpora- 
tion ;  49.  Wetherby  District  Water  ;  DO.  Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Water ; 
51.  Gainsborough  Urban  District  Council  (Gas) ;  52  Wick  and  Pulteney 
Harbours;  53.  Dundee  Gas,  Street  Improvements,  and  Tramways;  54. 
Cork  Corporation  (Finance) ;  55.  South-Eastern  Railway ;  56.  Fishguard 
Water  and  Gas ;  57.  Bury  Corporation ;  58.  Bury  Corporation  Water ; 
59.  Barry  Railway  ;  60.  Kensington  and  Notting  Hill  Ellectrie  Lighting ; 
6L  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (New  Railways) ;  62.  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  Railway  ^Various  Powers) ;  63.  Cobham  Gas ;  64.  Stretford 
Gas ;  65.  Central  Electric  Supply ;  66.  Shirebrook  and  District  Gas ;  67. 
South  Staffordshire  Stipendiaiy  Justice ;  68.  West  Middlesex  Water ;  69. 
Church  Stretton  Water;  70.  St.  Neots  Water;  71.  St.  James's  and  Pall 
Mall  Electric  Light;  72.  Belfast  Water;  73.  Great  Central  Railway; 
74.  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway ;  75.  Scunthorpe  Urban  Distnot 
Gas  and  Water ;  76.  Ionian  Bank;  77.  Inverness  Harbour;  78.  Notting- 
ham Corporation;  79.  Taff  Vale  Railway;  80.  Transvaal  Mortgage  Loan 
and  Finance  Company ;  81.  Great  Yarmouth  Pier;  82,  Liaburn  Urban 
District  Councils ;  83.  Aire  and  Calder  Navigation ;  84.  Midland  Railway ; 
85.  Jones's  Divorce ;  86.  Yorke  Estate   661 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  com- 
plied with : — Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No.  20).  The  same 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   663 

London  United  Tramways  Bill ;  London  and  North- Western  Railway 

Bill — Committee  to  meet  To-morrow   663 

Bristol  Gas  Bill  [Lords] — Commons  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to, 

with  an  Amendment ;  and  Bill  returned  to  the  Commons  '  663 

Warrington  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]— The  Chairman  of  Committees 
informed  the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn ;  the 
Order  made  on  Tuesday  last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed    663 

Leeds  Corporation  Bill— Reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amend- 
ments  664 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill—A  witness  Ordered  to  attend  the  Select  Com- 
mittee  664 

ISilwall  Dock  Bill—Reported,  with  Amendment  664 

Local  OoTermnent  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill— Reported,  with 
Amendments,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Tuesday  next  664 
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Central  London  Railway  Bill;   Manchester  Corporation  (Qeneral 

Powers)  Bill — Keported,  with  Amendments   664 

Oreat  Western  Railway  Bill;  Fishffuard  and  Rosslare  Railways 
and  Harbours  Bill — The  Queen's  Consent  signified ;  and  Bill  reported, 
with  Amendments     ...       ...       ...    ...       ...  664 

Pier  and  Harbonr  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill— Report  from  the 
Select  Committee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the 

consideration  of  the  Bill,  the  opposition  having  been  withdrawn  ;  read, 
and  Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table ;  the  Orders  made  on  the  27th  of 
June  and  the  4th  of  July  discharged ;  and  BUI  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  664 

London,  Walthamstow,  and  Epping  Forest  Railway  (No.  2)  Bill- 
Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the  9th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no 
Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  Tuesday  the  27th  day  of  Juno  next,"  bo  dispensed  with,  and 
that  the  Bill  be  read  the  second  time ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  the  second 
time  accordingly,  and  committed   664 

Leith  Harbour  and  Docks  Bill — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 

Amendments  agreed  to         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  664 

All  Saints'  Church  (Cardiff)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Brijg-hton  Marine  Palace 
and  Pier  Bill  [Lords] ;  Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill 

[Lords] — Keturned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments      ...  664 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill— Head  the 

third  time  [according  to  Order],  and  passed   665 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill— Amendments  re- 
ported- [according  to  Order],  and  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  on  Tuesday 
next     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  665 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill  j  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.   10)  Bill — House  in  Committee 

[accorditig  to  Order];  Bills  reported  without  Amendment;  Standing 
Committee  negatived ;  and  Bills  to  he  read  the  third  time  on  Tuesday 
next     ...       .■■       ...       ...       ...       .•■       ■■■       ■■•       ...       ...  665 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Africa,  No.  6  (1899) — Report  by  the  Mombasa-Victoria  (Uganda)  Railway 

Committee  on  the  progress  of  the  works,  1898-99  (with  a  map)   665 

SiSRRA  Leone — Report  by  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner,  and  correspondence 
on  the  subject  of  the  insurrection  in  the  Sierra  Loone  Protectorate,  1898. 
Part  II.  Evidence  and  documents    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  665 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series) — No.  2315.  Venezuela.  No.  2316.  Turkey 
(Baghdad  and  Bussorah).  Presented  [by  Command],'and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table   665 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896 — Orders  made  by  the  Light  Railway  Commis- 
sioners, and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising 
the  construction  of — I.  A  light  railway  in  the  Comity  of  Essei^  between 
Gorringham,  Thames  Haven,  and  Kynochtown.  II.  Light  rulways  in  the 
County  of  Lancastoi',  in  the  parishes  of  Barton-upon-Irwdl  and  Stretford. 
III.  A  light  railway  between  Axminster,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  and  Lyme 
Regis,  in  the  County  of  Dorset.  IV.  Light  railways  from  Colwyn  Bay  to 
Lhmdudno,  in  the  Comities  of  Denbigh  and  Carnarvon     ...       ...       ...  665 
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Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1868— Orders  for  fishery  grants,  1898-99  ;  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  under  Part  III.  of  the  Act.  Laid  before  the  House  [pur- 
suant to  Act],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    666 


PETITIONS. 

Frerention  of  Oorruption  Bill  [Lords] — Petition  in  favour  of ;  of  the  ReK- 

gious  Society  of  fiends ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   666 

ViviSBCnoN — Petition  for  suppression  of  the  practice  (rf;  of  a  Meeting  in 

Bayswater;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   666 

Poor  Law  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [Lords] — Reported  from  the  Standing 
Committee,  with  Amendments ;  the  Report  thereof  to  be  received  on 
Tuesday  next ;  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  164.)   666 

Commons  and  Open  Spaces  Bill  [Lords]— Reported  from  the  Standing 
Committee,  with  further  Amendments ;  the  Report  of  the  Amendments 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  by  the  Standing  Committee 
to  be  received  To-morrov;  and  BUI  to  be  printed  as  amended.  (No. 
165.)   666 

BSarriageB  Validity  (Na  2)  Bill  [Lords]— Reported  from  the  Standing 
Committee,  without  Amendment,  and  to  be  read  the  third  time  To- 
morrow 666 

Seats  for  Shop  AssiBtants  (England  and  Ireland)  Bill— Order  of  the  Day 
for  the  House  to  be  put  into  Committee,  read. 

Moved — 

"  That  it  be  an  Infitmction  to  the  Committee  that  they  have  power  to  ex- 
tend the  scope  of  the  Bill  to  Scotland." — (TKe  Lord  Jtibblesaale.) 

Discussion  :— 

The  Earl  of  JFemyss       ...  667  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen   669 

Lord  Norton    668  Earl  Cowper    670 

The  Dvke  of  WestftmsUr  ...  669  Tht  Earl  of  LaadeMe   670 

The  Duke  of  Ahercom     ...  669 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee," 
a^<eed  ta 

House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

Clause  1  :— 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  line  10,  to  leave  out  from  *  place '  to  '  for/  and  innert. '  an  may  be  con- 
venientiy  nsed     the  female  asristants.' {7!&e  Dvke  of  Wf^minater.) 

On  Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause,"  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Discussion  : — 

The  Earl  of  H^myss      ...    671      TU  Duke  of  Weshnaater  671 

On  Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  stand  part  of  the 
clause,"  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  moved — 

"In  line  12,  to  leave  out  'two?  and  insert  'Uiree.'"— ^>W^  oj 

Westminster.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 
Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Discussion  : — 

The  Earl  of  Camperdotim  ...    672       The  Earl  of  Mayo    672 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2 : — 
Discussion  :— 

The  Earl  of  W myss      ...    672         The    Chairman  of  CommUtees 

{The  Earl  of  Marky)         ...  672 

Clause  2,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  : — 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  1,  line  19,  to  leave  oat,  'Shall  extend  to  England  and  Ireland 
only,  and.  "—{Lord  Eibblesdale. ) 

The  Lord  Privy  Seal  (Viscount  Cross)  672 

On  Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of  the 
dauae,"  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4,  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee,  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.  (No.  166.)  (Title  tutored  to  "Soats  for  Shop  Assistants 
Bill") 


QUESTIONS. 


Kingstown  Harbour. 


Lord  Ghmbrock    673         Lard  Clonbrock   676 

The  Earlof  Clanwilliaiii  ...    675         The  Marqvess  of  Lottdonderry  ...  677 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh      ...    676         Lord  Cloidtrock   677 

Honse  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  five  of  the  dock. 
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COMMONS:  THURSDAY,  13th  JULY  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Private  Billm  [Lords]— (No  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired 
INTO  applicable)— M.r.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill, ori«nating  in  the  Lor^  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into  are  applicable, 
namely  :  Weston-super-Mare  Grand  Pier  Bill  [Ix>rds].  Ordered,  That  the 
Bill  bo  read  a  second  time   678 

West  Gloucestershire  Water  Bill— Lords  Amendmsnts  considered,  and 

agreed  to   678 

Fomess  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Glasgow  Corporation  (Gas  and  Water) 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Glasffow  Corporation  (TramwaTS,  &c.)  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Great  Yarmouth  Conoration  Bill  [Lords]  i  E^irkcaldy  Corporation 
and  Tramways  Bill  [Lords];  Lowestoft  Water  and  Gas  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Totland  Water  Bill  [Lords] — Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  Amendments   678 

Portsmouth  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] —Report  [11th  July]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders,  read.  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. — {Dr.  Fwrqttharson.)   678 


Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act,  1845— Petitions  for  Alteration  of 

Law  i  from  Ferry-Porton-Craig,  and  Montrose ;  to  lie  upon  Uie  Table  ...  678 

Tithe  Bent-Char^  (Bates)  Bill— Petitions  against;  from  United  Presbyterian 

Synod,  and  Kirkcaldy ;  to  lie  upon  the  Taue   678 

Trout  Fishing  Annual  Close  Time  (Scotiand)  Bill— Petition  from  Glasgow, 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   678 


Light  Railways  Act,  1896 — Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railways  Commisuoners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  a  light  railway  in  the  County  of 
Essex,  between  Corringham,  Thames  Haven,  and  Kynochtown  (Corring- 
ham  Light  Railway  Oraer,  1899)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table...  679 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896 — Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confii-med  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  light  railways  in  the  County  of 
Lancaster,  in  the  parishes  of  Barton-upon-Irwell  and  Stretford  (West 
Manchester  Light  Railway  Order,  1899)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  679 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896 — Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  eonfiraied  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  a  light  railway  between  Axminster, 
in  the  County  of  Devon,  and  I^yme  Regis,  in  the  Comity  of  Dorset 
(Axminster  and  Lvnie  Regis  Light  Railway  Order,  1899)  [by  Command]  ; 


PETITIONS. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  Ar. 


679 
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Light  Bailways  Act,  1896— Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Kailway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  light  railways  from  Colwyn  Bay  to 

Llandudno,  in  the  Counties  of  Denbigh  and  Carnarvon  (Llandudno  and 
Colwyn  Bay  Light  Railways  Order,  1898)  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table   679 

Sierra  Leone — Copy  presented  of  Report  by  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner, 
and  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  Insurrection  in  the  Sierra  Leone 
Protectorate,  1898.  Part  XL  Evidence  and  Documents  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  679 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series) — Copies  presented  of  Diplomatic  and 
'Consular  Reports,  Annwd  Series,  Nos.  2315  and  2316  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table   679 

Africa  (No.  6,  1899)— Copy  presented  of  Report  by  the  Mombasa-Victoria 
Uganda  Railway  Committee  on  the  progress  of  the  works,  1898-9  (with  a 
map)  [by  Command]  \  to  lie  upon  the  Table   680 


ROYAL  ASSENT. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners — The  House  went; — and, 
being  returned ; — Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal  Assent  to  a  nural>er  of 
Bills.    (See  first  item  in  House  of  Lords  Report  this  day ;  tnUe,  page  661)  680 

Selection  (Standing  Committees) — Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  that  they  had  discharged  the  following  Member  from 
the  Standing  Committee  ou  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  Fishing), 
Shipping,  and  Manufactures :  Mr.  Colleiy ;  and  had  appointed  in  substi- 
tution, Mr.  Power ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table  680 

Public  Petitions  Committee — Eight  Reports  brought  up,  and  read ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed    ...    ...       ...       ...  680 

Metropolitan  Police  [Salaries]— Committee  to  consider  of  authorising  the 
payment,  out  of  moneys  provided  by  Parliament,  of  the  Salaries  of  the 
Commissioner,  Receiver,  and  Assistant  Commissioners  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  (Queen's  recommendation  signified),  upon  Monday  next—  {Secretary 
Sir  Matt/iew  Wliite  Ridley)   680 


QUESTIONS. 

Bellevtllb  Boii^rs — Question,  Mr.  Amold-Forster  (Belfast,  W.) ;  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Ooscfaen,  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square)   680 

The  "Sharpshooter" — Question,  Mr.  Penn  (Lewisham);  Answer,  The  First 

Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Gk)schen,  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square)     ...  681 

Haslar  Hospital — Question,  Captain  Norton  (Newington,  W.J;  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George  a,  Hanover 
Square)   681 

Naval  Works  Bill — Question,  Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttleworth  (Lancashire,  N.E., 
Clitheroe);  Answer,  The*Fir8t  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Croschen,  St. 
G«orge'6,  Hanover  Square)  682 
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H.M.S.  "  Jackal  "—Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) ;  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square)   682 

Plymouth  Breakwater  Works — Question,  Mr.  Mildmay  (Devon,  Totnes) ; 
Answer,  The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  K)    683 

Army  Tbnts — Question,  Mr.  Duncombe  (Cumberland,  Egremont) ;  Answer, 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)   683 

Volunteer  Uniforms— Question,  Mr.  Duncombe  (Cumberland,  Egremont) ; 

Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)...  683 

Government  Employees  as  Volunteers  —  Question,  Colonel  Lockwood 
(Essex,  Eppiug) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
Wyndham,  Dover)   684 

Gibraltar  Barracks — Question,  Mr.  Stevenson  (Suffolk,  Eye) ;  Answer,  The 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)        ...       ...  684 

Army  Enlistments — Question,  Major  Rasch  (Essex,  S.E.) ;  Answer,  The  Under 

Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)    685 

Railway  Companies  and  the  Volunteers — Question,  Sir  Howard  Vincent 
(Sheffield,  Central^ ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
Wyndham,  Dover)   685 

Regimental  Facings— Question,  Mr.  Arnold-Forster  (Belfast,  W.) ;  Answer, 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)   686 

Army  Recruiting  in  the  Highlands — Question,  Mr.  Hedderwick  (Wick 
Burghs) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyadham, 
Dover)  686 

War  Office  Reorginisation — Question,  Mr.  Yoxall  (Notts,  W.);  Answer, 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)   686 

Special  Service  Officers  for  South  Africa — Questions,  Mr.  Labouchere 
(Northampton),  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.),  and  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  ^Donegal,  S.)!; 
Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  687 

Expanding  Bullets — Question,  Mr.  Davitt  (Mayo,  S.)  :  Answer,  The  Under 

Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)        ...    687 

Guns  for  South  Africa — Question,  Mr,  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.) ;  Answer,  The 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)    689 

Troops  for  South  Africa — Questions,  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.),  and  Mr.  Amold- 
Forater  (Belfast,  W.) ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)   689 

Cooper's  Hill  Engineers— Question,  Mr.  Kimber  (Wandsworth) ;  Answer, 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing)...  689 

Balkan  Reforms — Question,  Mr.  Stevenson  (Suffolk,  £ye^ ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey, 
Guildford)    »  -»    690 
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Trade  in  Nigeria — Question,  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis  (Nottinghamshire,  Rushcliffe) ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  lot  Foreign  Aflurs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey, 
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Japanese  Labour  in  British  Columbia — Question,  Mr.  Davitt  (Mayo,  S.); 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
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swers, The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlam,  Bir- 
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(Kilkenny,  N.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)   707 

Irish  Official  Assignees — Question,  Mr.  Amold-Forster  (Belfast,  W.); 
Answer,  The  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
deny,  N.)     707 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill — Question,  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis 
(Notts,  RushclifFe) ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)   708 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill— Questions,  Mr.  Provand  (Glasgow,  Black- 
friars),  Mr.  Lambert  (Devonshire,  South  Molton),  Sir  John  Leng  (Dundee), 
and  Dr.  Farquharson  (Aberdeenshire,  N.) ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  708 

The  Money-Lending  Bill — Question,  Mr.  Yerburgh  (Chester) ;  Answer,  The 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)   709 

Business  of  the  House — Question,  Sir  H.  Campbeli-Bannerman  ^tirling 
Burghs) ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E)   710 

Lea  Bridge  District  Gas  Bill  [Lords] — Heported,  with  Amendments  ^  Be- 

port  to  He  upon  the  Table   710 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Order  (No.  16)  (Be-Oommitted)  Bill— 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments  [Provisional 
Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  (No. 
277).  Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed 
[Bill  268]   710 

Message  from  the  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to, — Birmingham  Corpora-  ' 
tion  Bill ;  Midland  and  South-Western  Junction  Railway  Bill ;  Lincoln 
and  East  Coast  Railway  and  Dock  Bill ;  Woking  Water  and  Gas  Bill ; 
Lowestoft  Promenade  Pier  Bill,  with  Amendments.  That  they  have 
passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Youthful 
Offenders,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  therewith.  [Youthful 
Offenders  Bill  [Lords]  710 

NEW  MEMBEli  SirOEN. 
Thomas  Wrightson,  Esq.,  for  St  Pancras  (East  Division)   710 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Sittings  of  the  House  (Exemption  from  the  Standing  Order) — Motion 
made  and  Question  put — 

"  Tliat  the  proceetlinga  on  the  Tithe  Kent-Charge  (Rates)  Bill,  if  under 
discussion  at  Twelve  o'clock  this  night,  he  not  intermpted  under  the  Standing 
Order  Sittings  of  the  House," — [Mr.  Balfour.) 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  247  ;  Noes,  148.    (Division  List,  No.  249.) 
Tithe  Rent-CQuu^  (Bates)  Bill — Considered  in  Committee — 
Clause  2 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  13,  to  leave  out  "unless  the  context  other^vise  requires.*  " 
— {Mr.  Warner.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  clause." 

Discussion  : — 

The  Solicitor  •  Cfeiieml  (Sir  Mr.    Lambert    (Devon,  South 

R.   B.  Finlay,  Inverness  Molton)    716 

Burffha)...    '   716       Mr.  Ellis  J.  Griffiths  (Anglesea)  716 

Mr.  Edmund  Bobertson  (Dundee)  716 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  13,  after  the  word  '  requires,'  to  insert  the  words, '  (a)  The 
expression  "  the  Local  Taxation  Account"  shall  have  the  same  meaning  as  in 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1888.'  " — {Mr.  Edmund  Hobertsm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
Discussion  : — 

Sir  B.  B.  Finlay   719       Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  (Liverpool, 

Sir  jyHliiim  Haivourt  (Mm-  SrofUiml)    724 

vwnf/ishire,  ft'.)   720       Mr.  Stevensmi  {Suiolk,  Eye)     ...  726 

The  Pn'tnilmi  of  the  Board  Mr.  Carson  (Dublin  Unieersity)  727 

iif  Ayrk-uUinr  {Mr.  Lmg,  Sir  R.  B.  Finlay         ...        ...  728 

Liverpool,  U'l'si  I)prby)  ...  720       Sir  Jniliam  Harmtrt   728 

Mr.  ilniijihiU  (Tyrone,  N.)  721       Mr.  Long    730 

Mr.  Gihs<m   Bmclm  (Lynn  Mr.  Edmund  Robnhon   732 

Regk)   722       Mr.  Firary  Gihbs  (Hertfordshire, 

Sir  R.  B.  Fiiihii/   723  Sf.  Albans)   733 

Sir  iraiiam  Hnrcourf      ...  723      Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)   734 

Dr.  Clark  (Cnifhms)       ...  724       Mr.  Long    736 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  250;  Noes,  173.   (Division  List,  No.  250.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  174 ;  Noes,  250.  (Division  Ijist,  No.  251.) 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  14,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (a)"— {Mr.  J.  H.  Bobertx.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  (a)  stand  part  of  the  clause." 
Discussion  :~ 

Sir  R.  B.  Finlay   743         Mr.     iFarner  {Staffordshire, 

Mr.  Lhyd-G&jrge  (Comor-  lAdvfUlS)    743 

v<m,&c.)    743 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  1,  line  18,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'onraciw,'  to  the  end  of 

[jaragrapii  (o)." — {Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

DisGi^iON : — 


Sir  R.  B.  Finlay  

745 

Mr.  Lloyd-Georae   

747 

Mr.  AsqiiUh  {Fife,  E.)  ... 

746 

Sir  R.  B.  Finhy   

748 

Mr,  Lewis  {Flint  Boroughs) 

746 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 

748 

Sir  R.  B.  Finlay  

746 

Mr.  Hedderwick  {H^irk  Burghs) 

749 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans  {Glamor- 

Mr. Lewis 

749 

ganshire,  Mid) ... 

747 

Mr.  Asquith  ...   

749 

Mr.  Lambert  ... 

747 

Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas   

760 

Sir  S.  B.  Finlay  

747 

Mr.  Lhyd-George   

750 

Mr.      Sumphreyi  -  Oum 

{MotUgomery)  ... 

747 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  228 ;  Noes,  162.  (Division  List,  No.  252.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  25,  to  leave  oat  paragraph  (c)  of  Sub-aection  1,  and  insert 
the  words,  '  The  expression  "  owner,*'  nifans  the  incumbent  in  receipt  of  the 
tithe  rent-charge  at  the  date  of  tlie  passing  of  this  Act.' " — {Mr.  David 
Thonuu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  paragraph  {c),  of  Sub-section  1,  stand  part  of 

the  clause." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Long   755  Mr.  Leuly  {Leeds,  E.)   757 

Mr.  Lewis   75.5  Mr.  Lhyd-George    758 

Mr.  Samvel  Evans         . . .  756  Mr.  Long   760 

Mr.  Ellis  J.  GriffithA  ...  7?6  The  First  Lard  of  the  Treamry 
Sir  /,  T.  Brunner  {Cheshire,  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 

NorthM)    756  chesUir,  E)  760 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  187  ;  Noes,  107.  (Division  List,  No.  253.) 

Quration  put  accordingly,  "That  paragaph  (c)  of  Sub-section  1,  stand  part 
cS.  the  clause." 

The  Conunittee  divided Ayes,  18±  ;  Noes,  111.  (Division  List,  No.  264.) 
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Question  put,  "  That  the  Question,  '  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill ' 

be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  184;  Noes,  97.  (Division  List,  No.  255.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  184  ;  Noes,  101.  (OiWsion  List,  No.  256.) 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present ;  House 
coiuited,  and,  forty  Members  being  found  present : 

Clause  3 : — 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  3,  line  1,  after  the  word  '  Kates,'  to  insert  the  word  '  Relief. ' " — 
(Mr.  Dalzief.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  Belief  *  be  there  inserted. 
Discussion  : — 


Page 


Sir  B.B.  Finlay  ... 
Mr.  Lloyd-George  ... 
Mr.  Broaiihurst  {Leicester) 
Mr.  U.  A.  Thomas 
Mi:  Nusseff  {Pmdefrari) 


772  Mr.  Samuel  EvmiR   

773  Mr.  MadilUan  {Sheffield,  Bright- 

774  mle)   "... 

774  Mr.  Carrell  fFilliam  {Notting- 

775  Anm^tre,  Mansjkld)  


Question  put. 

The  Conunittee  divided  : — Ayes,  105  ;  Noes,  175.  (Division  List,  No.  257.) 
Question  put,  "That  Clause  3  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  184  ;  Noes,  118.  (Division  List,  No.  258.) 
Clause  4 : — 

Amendment  proposed-—' 

"  In  pa{^  2,  line  3,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  Khall,^  to  the  word  '  said,' 
in  line  9,  and  insert  the  words,  '  not  come  into  oiiemtion  until  the  ex[uration  of 
the.'" — (Mr.  Herbert  Lewis.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  of  the  clause  to  *  any,'  in  line  4,  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Discission 

Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas.. 

Mr.  Long  ... 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor 

Mr.  Long  

Mr.  lAogtl-Gm^ge  . . 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connm- 
Sir  ff^Uliam  Harroun 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Canjim 
Mr.  Dakiel... 
Mr.  MadtUmi 


785  Mr.  Lambert  

785  Sir  M.  B.  Finlay   

786  Mr.  Lahouchere  {Nm  Oiampton) 
786  lard  Ednuml  FiizmaurieeUVilts^ 

786  Cricklade)  

787  Mr.  Logan  {Leicestershire^  Um- 

787  bormigh)   

788  Mr.  Gawley  {Lancashire,  Prest- 

788  wich)  

788  Mr.  Carrell  JVWiams  


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided Ayes,  244 ;  Noes,  148.  (Division  List^  No.  269.) 


776 
776 
777 


789 
789 
789 

789 

790 

790 
791 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  4,  after  the  word  '  except '  to  insert  the  wordi,  *  any  late 

levied  in  rehef  of  the  poor  or.'  "—{Mr.  D.  A.  TJuymas.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Long   796      Mr.  Samuel  Evans    798 

Questdon  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  149 ;  Noes,  367.  (Division  list,  No.  260.) 

Another  Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pa«e  2,  line  7,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'half  to  the  end  of  the 
clause. "--<J&r.  David  Thomas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause. 

DiscrssiON : — 

Mr.  Long  804      Mr.  D.  A.  Thma$    805 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  274;  Noes,  152.  (Division  List,  No.  261.) 

Question  put,  "  That  Clause  4  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  270 ;  Noes,  155.  (Division  List,  No.  262.) 

New  Clause  : — 

New  clause  (Extent  of  Act — {Mr.  Lewis) — brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Questjon  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Discussion 

Sir  M.  B.  Finkiy   817       Mr.  Samuel  Evans    823 

Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts  ...       ...  818  Mr.  JFUliam  Abraham  {Glamor- 
Mr.  Humphreys-Owm      . . .  820         gamMre^  Bhondda)   825 

jSw-  fTiUiam  Hareourt     ...  821      Mr.  Uoyd-Qeorge    827 

Mr.  Long   822      Mr.  Samuel  Evam    830 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided:— Ayes,  120 ;  Noes,  233.   (Division  List,  No.  263.) 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Chainnan  do  report  Pn^ress ;  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."— 
{Mr.  Dalziel.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour   833       Mr.  Flytm  {Cork,  N.)   834 

Mr.  Lloyd  Gewge   833       Mr,  Lambert   834 

Sir  II.  Campbell-Iiannerman 
{Stirling  Burghs)         ...  833 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  107 ;  Noes,  216.  (Division  List,  Na  264.) 
VOL.  LXXIV.   [FouRTs  SsRiss.]  « 
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New  clause  :— 

"  The  ComniUsioners  of  Inland  Revenue  slialL,  not  more  than  eight  days 
after  they  have,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  paid  any  moneys  in  respect  of 
any  rate  on  titlie  rent-charye,  make  out  and  forwanl  to  the  council  of  the  county 
liorough  or  administrative  county  wherein  the  hereditaments  out  of  which  that 
tithe  rent-charge  arises  are  situate,  a  certificate  stating  the  amount  of  the  pay- 
ment and  the  name  of  the  benefice  to  wliich  the  titlie  rent-charge  ia  attached.'*— 
{Mr.  Humphreys-Ov'en. ) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  Hiat  the  clause  be  read  a  second 

time." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Long   839       Mr.  Lang    842 

Mr.  Brynvm'^ones {Swansea  Mr.  Dalziel      ...  ...       ...  842 

District)    839  Mr.  Sivari  {Shoreditch,  H(xrtm)  843 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans         ...  840       Mr.  Uoyd-Gearge.    843 

Mr.  Latnherl    841  The  Prexideiii  of  the  Board  of 

Mr.  U.  S.  Samvel  {Tower  Tnule  (Mr.  Biichu;  Croydm)...  844 

Handeis,  Limehnuse)     . . .  841       Mr.  lAoyd-Gmge    844 

Mr.  Logan   842      Mr.  Lrmg    844 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  202  ;  Noes,  97.  (Division  List,  No.  2B6.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "That  the  clause  l>e  read  a  second  time." 

The  Committee  divided     Ayes,  97 ;  Noes,  202.   (Division  List,  No.  266.) 

New  clause  (provisions  as  to  sequestrated  benefices — {Mr.  Samuel  Evans)— 
brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Discussion  :— 

Sir  R.  B,  Finlay   853       Mr.  M'Kenna  (Monnundhdure, 

W.)   864 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  97 ;  Noes,  201.   (Division  List,  No.  267.) 

Mr.  Lahouchere     ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...    357 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  the  Bill,  without  Amend- 
menl^  to  the  House." 

The  Committee  divid«l : — Ayes,  189;  Noes,  94.   (Division  List,  No.  268.) 

House  resumed. 

Mr.  Dalziel   859 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn  " 
—{Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

Mr.  Lloyd-George   860      Mr,  Biichie   860 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  acootdingly  at  five  minuteB  after  Four  of  the  clock 

in  the  m<miing. 
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LOKDS:  FRIDAY,  14th  JULY  1898.* 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

West  Metropolitan  Railway  Bill— Examiner's  Certificate  of  non-compli- 
ance with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Ordere  Committee 
on  Tuesday  next    ...  861 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill— Reported,  with  Amendments  861 

Great  Northern  and  Strand  Railway  Bill— The  Queen's  Consent  signi- 
fied ;  and  Bill  reported,  with  Amendment  861 

Walker  and  Wallsend  0nion  Gas  (Electric  Lighting)  Bill— Reported, 

with  Amendments   861 


DerbT  Corporation  Tramways  Bill ;  London  United  Tramways  Bill— 

Reported,  with  Amendments...   


861 


London  and  North- Western  Railway  (Additional  Powers)  Bill— The 

Queen's  Consent  signified,  and  Bill  reported,  with  Amendments   861 

Worcestershire  County  Council  Bill ;  Warrington  Corporation  Bill ; 
Sonth-Eastem  and  London,  CJhatham,  and  Dover  Railway  Com- 
panies (New  Lines)  Bill — Committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next       ...  861 

Liverpool  Overhead  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  All  Saints*^  Church  (Car- 
diff) Bill  [Lords] ;  Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Commons'  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to  861 

Ctoole  Urban  District  Council  Bill — Read  the  third  time,  with  the  Amend- 
ments, and  pa^ed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  862 

West  Gloucestershire  Water  Bill — Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the 

Amendment  agreed  to    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  862 

Fnmess  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Glasgow  Corporation  (Gas  and  Water) 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Glasgow  Corporation  (Tramways,  &c.)  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Great  Yarmouth  Cbivoration  Bill  [Lords];  Kirkcaldy  Corpora- 
tion and  Tramways  ISSXi  [T^ords] — Returned  from  the  Commons,  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments  863 

Lowestoft  Water  and  Gas  Bill  [Lords];  Totland  Water  BiU  [Lords]-- 
Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to    ...  862 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  BiU— House  to  be  in 

Committee  on  Monday  next  862 

JSIectric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No.  20)  Bill— Moved,  That  the 
Order  orthe9wi  March  last,  "That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after 
Tuesday,  the  27th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time ;  agreed  to ;  and  Bill  read  the  second 
time  accordingly   862 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


Trade  Reports — Annual  Series — No.  2317.  Sweden  (Stockholm  and 
Eastern  Coast).  Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  Ue  on  the 
Table  862 

Army — I.  (Army  Act.)  Amendments  of  the  Rules  of  Procedure  1893.    II.  ■ 
(Militia.)    Further  regulations  relating  to  the  Militia.    III.  (Military 
Prisons.)   Amendment  to  the  Rules  for  Miltary  Prisons.   Laid  Iwfore  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   863 

Commons  and  Open  Spaces  Bill — [Lords] — Amendments  reported  (accord- 
ing to  Order),  and  Hll  to  be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next         ...  863 

Harria|res  Validity  (No.i2)  Bill— [Lords]— Read  the  third  time  (according  to 

Order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons    863 

Ck>rdon  Hem<Mrial  College  at  Kbartonm  Bill — [Lords] — To  be  read  the 

second  time  on  Monday  next  863 


Ayr  Bni^h  Bill — Lords*  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to    863 

South-Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  Companies 

Bill — Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to,  with  Amendments...  863 

South  Hants  Water  Bill  [Lords] — As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 

third  time   863 

Glasffow  Corporation  Telephones  Bill  (by  Order)— Second  Reading 

defeired  tin  Tuesdayt  the  2Dth  of  July  ...  863 

Local  €k>7emment  Provisional  Order  (No.  16)  Bill  -As  amended, 
considered. 

Mr.  Lloyd-George  {Carnarvon  Distru^   864 

Bill  to  he  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next. 

Teadon  and  Ouiseley  Oas  Bill  [Lords]— Reported,  with  Amendments; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed   866 

Oas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]— Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  apon  the  Table.  Bill 
to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next   866 

Oas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]— Reported,  without 
Amendment  [Provisional  Onlers  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next  ,    866 


House  adjourned  at  twenty 'five  minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS :  FRIDAY,  14th  JULY  1899. 
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PUBLIC  BUSIN£SSi 
SUPPLY  [19th  allotied  Day] — Cloneddered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  £.  Elus  (Nottingham,  BushcUffo)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Service  Estqiates,  1899-1900. 
Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£8,858,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  for  Scotland 
and  Subordinate  Offices." 


Discussion 

Sir  William  WeMerhum 
{Banffshire)      ...       ...  888 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Buteshire)      ...  888 

Mr.  Bvduinan  {Aberdem- 
shire,  E.)    891 


Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis)..  893 
Captain  Sinclair  (Forfarshire)  ...  895 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  (Wigtown- 
shire)     896 

Mr.  Brtfce  (Aberdeen,  S.)        ...  896 

Sir  W.  B.  Gurdon  (Norfolk,  N.) .  897 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £50,  in  reapect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
Secretary  for  ScotUmd."— (^r.  Weir.) 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  John  Lubbock  (London 

University)       ...       ...  900 

Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)       ...  902 

Mr.  Asher  (Elgin  Burghs)...  904 

Mr.  Power  (Waterford,  £.)..  905 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   906 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  71  ;  Noes,  134.  (Diviadon  List,  No.  269.) 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £500,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland.'*— (iSvr  Charles  Cameron.) 


Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)...  909 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray    909 

Dr.  Farguharson  (Aberdeenshire, 

W.)   910 

Mr.  Hedderwidc  (Wick  Burghs)  ...  910 


DISCUSSIOK  :— 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  ...  918 
Sir  Charles  Cameron  (Glas- 
gow, Bridgeion)  ...  919 
Mr.  Hemphill  (Tyrone,  N.)  919 
Mr.  Asquith  (Fife,  E.)  ...  920 
Mr.  A.  G.  Murray        ...  920 

Ih.  Clark   923 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray        ...  924 
Sir  Walter  Foster  (Derby- 
shire, Ilkeston)   924 

Sir  W.Friestley  (Edinhurgh, 

St.  Andrews  University)  927 


Mr.  Asquith. ..   

Admiral  Field  (Sussex,  East- 
bourn^   

Dr.  Farguharsoa   

Mr.  Alacottder  Cross  (Glasgow, 
Camlachie)  

Dr.  Olark   

The  First  Lord  of  tlie  Treasury 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoiir,  Manches- 
ter, E.)   

Mr.  Willitmi  Alkn  {Gate.tliea>l) 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour   


929 

930 
931 

933 
934 


9,1G 
937 
937 
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Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present ;  House 
counted,  and  Forty  Members  being  found  present — 

Discussion  Resumed  :— 


Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 

DiSOUSHION : — 

Mr.  Weir  941      Mr.  A.  G.  Murray    941 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£16,169,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  and  for  grants  in  aid  of 
Piers  or  Quays." 

Discussion  ; — 

Mr.    Cochrane    {Ayrshire,  Mr.  Suehanan  ...       ...       ...  944 

North)   941      Sir  WUUam  Wedderimm       ...  946 

Captain  Sinclair   942      Dr.  Clark    947 

Mr.  Weir    944       Mr.  A.  Q.  Murray    947 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put— 

'*  Tliat  Iter.;  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  f  100."— (itfr.  Weir.) 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes.  18 ;  Noes,  80.   (Division  List)  No.  270.) 

Motion  madO)  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £15,960,  be  granted  for  the  sud  Service."— 
(Mr.  CaldtL-dl.) 

Discussion  : — 

The  (Jhiincellar  of  ike  Ex-  Mr.  Buchanan  962 

chequer  (Sir  M.   Hicks-  Dr.  Clark    963 

Beach,  Bristd,  W.)      ...  951 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided Ayes,  26 ;  Noes,  72.    (Division  List>  No.  271.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr,  McLeod    953       Mr.  A.  G.  Murray    955 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chainnaii  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Keport  to  the 
House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  report  Progress ; 
to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 


Mr.  McLend  {Sutherhnd- 

shire)  ... 
Sir  Walter  Foster  


9.39 
939 


Mr.  Weir 

Sir  Charles  Cameron 
Mr.  A.  G.  Murray 


940 
940 
940 


House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  dock. 
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HDUHe  adjourned  at  Iialf-past  Six  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS:  MONDAY,  17th  JULY  1899. 


PRIVATE   BILL  BUSINESS. 
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PUBLIC  BirSINESS. 

Sittings  of  the  House  (Exemption  of  Government  Business) — Motion 
made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  for  the  remainder  of  the  session 
Government  business  be  not  interrupted  under  the  provisions  of  any 
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(Sir  Charles  Bilkv.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.** 

Discussion  : — 

Ths    First    Lord    of  the 

Treasury    {Mr.    A.  J. 

Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  1022 
Sir  H.  Campbfll-Bannerman  1022 
Sir  Charles  Dilke  1022 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  again  laroposed. 
VOL.  LXXIV.  [FouBiH  Skrieb.] 


Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)    1022 

Mr.  Coghm  {SU^^p&nrTrent)  ...  1023 

Captain  Norton  {Newington,  IV.)  1023 

Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour    1023 
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Discussion  : — 

Sir  William  Harcourt  {Mon- 
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Sk    William  Houldmorth 
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Mr.  E.  J.  C.  M&rton  {Devour 

port)   1025 

Sir  J,  Fergasson  (Manchester^ 

N.E.)   1025 

Mr.  Lou^h  {Islingtm,  W.)...  1025 
Mr.   Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn 

Regis)   1026 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  1027 


Sir  J.  Joicey  {Durham,  ChesterA^t- 

Street)   1027 

Mr.  AnuM-Fmster  {Belfast,  W.)  1027 
Mr.  Iximbert  {Devonsliire,  Smith 

MoUm)   1027 
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Mr.    Lloyd-George  (Carnarvon 

Boroughs)   1029 

Mr.A.J.mfour   1029 

Jfn  Warner  (Stafford^irej  lAfk- 

field)  1031 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans,  Glamorgan- 
shire, Mid)   1032 


Mr.  Samuel  Evans 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  After  tlie  word  '  seBsion,'  to  insert  the  words  ■  except  on  Wednesdays.*  "— 

{Mr.  Samuel  Evans.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Sir  M.  Hidx- 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.)      ...  1033 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Discussion 

Sir  J.   Brmner  {Cheshire, 

Narthwich)   1033 

Sir  M.  Hicks-Beat^         ...  1033 


1033 


Mr.  Dah.iel  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  1033 
Captain  Norton   1034 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  286  \  Noes,  93.  pivision  List,  No.  272.) 

Ordered,  That  for  the  remainder  of  the  session  Government  business  be  not 
interrupted  under  the  provisions  of  any  Standing  Order  regulating  the 
sittings  of  the  House,  and  may  be  entered  upon  at  any  hour,  though 
oppomd;  and  that  at  the  conclusion  of  Government  business  each  day 
Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the  House  without  Question  put   


1039 


Public  Woeks  (Loans) — Bill  to  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of  certain 
local  loans,  and  for  other  puiposos  relating  to  loans  out  of  the  Local 
Loans  Fund,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Hanbury  and  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer   1039 

Public  Works  (Loans)  Bill — "  To  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of  certain 
local  loans,  and  for  other  purposes  relating  to  loans  out  of  the  Local  Loans 
Fund  "  ;  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.    (Bill  271.)   1039 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill— Order  for  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as 
amended  (by  the  Standing  Coiiiinittee)>  rmd. 
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Motion  made,  wid  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill,  as  amended  (by  the 
Standing  Committee),  be  now  conaideied." 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  word 'now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Qaeation  to  add  the 
words,  "upon  this  day  three  nionthB.'" — {Mr.  Strat^^.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *now'  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Warner  {Staffordshire, 

Lkhfield)   1042 

Mr.  James  Lowiher  {Kenty 

Thanet)  1042 

Mr.  Kearley  {Dmmpmi)  ...  1044 
Mr.  Strackey  {Somersetshire, 

S.)   1045 

Mr.  Kearley        ...       ...  1045 

The  President  of  the  Board 

of  Agriculture  {Mr.  Long, 

Liverpool,  West  Derby)...  1046 
Sir  John Leng  {Dundee)   ...  1047 


Sir  WaUer  JFoster  {Derbyshire, 

lUceatm)   1058 

Sir  Thomas  Esnwnde  {Kerry,  W.)  1060 
Mr.  Lough  {Islington,  W.)  ...  1061 
Mr.    Umbert    {Devon,  South 

Mollon)   1064 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  {Glasgow, 

Bridgetm)    ...  1066 

Mr.  John  Bums  {Baitersea)     ...  1066 
Sir  Charles  Cameron     ...       ...  1066 

Mr.  Kilbride  {Galway,  ...  1071 

Mr.  Power  {Waterfofd,  E.)     ...  1074 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

A  Clause  (Repeal  of  enactments  in  Schedule) — {Mr.  Long) — ^brought  up, 
and  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  added. 

Clause  (Exemption  from  penalty) — {Sir  Charles  Cameron) — brought  up, 
and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 


Mr.  Bartley  {Islington,  IF.)  ...  1078 
The  Solicitor-General  {Sir  R  B. 

Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)    ...  1078 
Mr.  Samuel  Evans  {GUmorgan- 
shire)  .,      ...  1078 


Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Long  1076 

Mr.  George  Whiteley  {Stock- 
port)  1076 

Sir  Walter  Foster  1077 

Mr.  PtrJ^rsgill  {Bethnal 
Green,  8.W.)   1077 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

New  clause : — 

"  The  provisions  of  tlie  Sale  of  Food  and  Dmgs  Act,  187S,  shall  apply  to 
and  include  every  wliolesale  trader  or  manufacturer  of  any  article  of  foba  or 
druj5  who  shall  sell  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser  any  article  of  food  or  drag 
wliicli  is  not  of  the  nature,  oubstance,  and  quality  of  the  article  demanded  by 
Huch  purchaser,  and  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  said  Act  shall  )>e  read  as  if 
the  words  '  whether  by  wholesale  or '  were  inserted  between  the  words  '  on 
sale '  and  the  worde  '  by  retail '  in  the  sold  section  ' " — (jSiV  Charlee  Cameron) ; 

brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time. 
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Discussion 

Sir  B.  B.  Finlatf  1079 

Mr.  Lough  1080 

Mr.  Raddiffe  Cooke  (Here- 
ford)  1080 

Sir  John  Leng   1080 

Mr.  Lmg  1081 

8ir  Waiter  Foster  1081 


Mr.  FickfrsgUl   1082 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans    1082 

Mr.  Channing  {Northampton,  E.)  1083 
Mr.  Duckworth  {Lancashire,  Mia- 

dleton)    108S 

Mr.  Alexander  Cross  {Glasgow, 

CamlaiAie)    1084 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  7S ;  Noes,  175.   (Division  List,  No.  273.) 
New  clause : — 

"(1)  The  liocal  Government  Board  shall  appoint  a  Standing  Committee  of 
Reference  on  Food  Standards,  to  be  competed  as  follows  : — Each  of  the  follow- 
ing bodies — ^that  is  to  say,  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts,  the  General  Medical 
Council,  the  Institute  of  Chemistir.  and  the  Pharaiaceatieal  Societv— shall 
name  a  representative,  and  the  Local  Government  Board  shall,  if  it  think  fit, 
appoint  such  nominee  to  be  a  Member  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Reference 
on  Food  Standards.  Bnt  if  the  Local  Government  Board  object  to  any  person 
so  nominated,  it  may  require  anv  of  the  bodies  aforenamed  to  nominate  three 
-  persons,  from  whom  the  Local  Grovemment  Board  shall  select  one  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  that  body  on  tiie  said  Standing  Committee.  The  principal  officer 
of  tho  Government  Laboratory  at  Somerset  House  shall,  ex-officto,  be  a  member 
of  the  said  Committee.  The  Local  Government  Board  and  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture shall  each  nominate  one  representative,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  snail 
nominate  two  members  en^^ed  in  commerce.  And  the  said  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall,  after  such  notice  and  such  ino|uiry  as  they  shall  think  fit,  be  em- 
powerad  to  make  such  orders  as  they  from  time  to  time  think  proper  r^pecting 
standards  of  the  quality  and  purity  of  food  and  drugs,  and  to  determine  what 
deficienoy  of  the  normal  contents  of  an^  article  of  food  or  drug,  or  what  addition 
of  extraneous  matter,  or  what  proportion  of  water  in  any  article  of  food  or  drug 
shall  rtuse  a  presum{>tion,  until  the  contrary  is  proved,  that  the  article  in  question 
is  not  genuine  or  is  injurious  to  health,  and  such  orders,  if  and  when  tliey  have 
been  confirmed  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  sluill  have 
the  force  of  law.  Provided  always,  tiiat  in  any  case  where  a  standard  of  tiie 
quality  or  purity  of  any  article  of  food  or  drugs  is  prescribed  Statute  ^is 
section  shall  not  apply. 

"(2)  The  members  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Reference  on  Food 
Stfuidards  shall  be  remunerated  for  their  services  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided 
by  Parliament  on  such  a  scale  as  the  Treasury  nu^  determine.  The  LomI 
CHnremment  Board  shall  nominate  a  member  of  the  Committee  to  act  as  diair- 
man,  three  diall  form  a  qnorum,  and  the  chairman  shall  have  a  casting  but  not 
a  duiberate  vote  " — {Sir  Charles  Cameron) ; 

brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 


Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Long  1087 

Mr.  Kearletf   1089 

Mr.     Lowles  {Shortditch, 

Eaggerston)   1089 

Mr.     ffedderwick  {Wiek 

Burghs)  1090 

Mr.  Long  1090 

Mr.  BaMiffe  Cooke  ...1091 
Dr.  Clark  {Caithness)  ...  1091 
The  Secretary  to  the  Local 

Govemmmt  Board  {Mr.  T. 

W,  Bvtsell,  Tfrtme,  S.)  ...  1093 


Captain  Sinrlair  (Forfffrsitire)  ...  1094 

Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.)       ...  1095 

Mr.  G.  Whiteley    1097 

Mr.  Long    1097 

Mr.  Samwl  Evam    1097 

Mr.  Hempm  {Tfrone,  X.)     ...  1098 

Mr.  KUbride   UOO 
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Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  84;  Nose,  194.   (DiTision  List,  Na  274.) 

New  clause ; — 

"  Any  inspector  appointed  by  any  local  autliority,  or  by  the  Local  Govern' 
ment  Board,  under  this  Act,  Bhall  have  power— (a)  at  all  reasonable  times  to 
enter  any  public  or  private  sale-room  occupied  or  used  by  merchants,  brokers, 
wholesafe  dealers,  or  other  persons,  and  to  any  public  or  private  warehouse, 
factory,  store,  quay,  slup,  or  barge  where  food  or  drugs  are  offered  for  sale  or 
deposited  for  the  purpose  of  sale  or  carriage,  and  to  pnrohase,  seize,  or  procure 
samples  of  such  food  or  drugs  ;  (.6)  to  purchase,  seize,  or  procure  samples  of  any 
food^or  dmgs  at  the  time  of  delivery,  or  at  any  railway  station  or  other  place 
daring  tnAsit,  or  upon  the  premises  oi  or  elsewhere  in  the  possesdon  of  any 
person  for      purpose  of  carriage  "—{Mr.  KearUy) ; 


brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
time." 

Discussion  :— 

Sir  R.  B.  FirUatf   1104 

Mr.  John  Bums    ...       ...  1105 

Mr.  Mobbottse  {Somersetshire, 

B.)    1106 

Mr.  Hedderwkk    1106 

Mr.  Duckworth    1107 

-     Mr.  PUat-Higgms  (Salford, 

N.)    1107 

Mr.  iSrynmor  Jones  {Swansea 

Distrid)    1108 


'  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 


Mr.  J.  H.  Johnstone  (Sussex, 

Horsham) 
Mr.  Samuel  Evans 

Dr.  Clark   

Sir  John  Leng  ... 
Mr.  Labouchere  {Northampton) 
Mr.  Long 

Mr.  Jeffreys  {Hampshire,  N.) 

Mr.  Kilbride   

Mr,  Jonai^n  Samuel  {Stockton) 


1108 
1109 
1110 
1110 

nil 
nil 
nil 

1112 
1112 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :~Ayes,  50 ;  Noes,  177.    (Division  List,  No.  275.) 
Further  consideration,  as  amended*  d^erred  till  To-morrow. 

University  of  London  Act  (1898)  Amendment  Bill— Kead  a  second  time, 

and  committed  for  To-morrow.   1116 

Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  BUI— [Second  BEADiNG]--Order  for 

iSecond  Reading  read.   1115 

Motion  mad^  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Discussion 

Dr.  Cla/rk  {CaWmess)      ...  1116      Mr.  DaviU  (Mayo,  S.)  Ills 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire-  Mr.  GaldweU  {Lanarkshire,  Mid.)  1115 

kmi{Mr.  Q.W.  Balfour, 

Leeds,  Central)  1115 

Question  put,  and  agreed  ta 

Bill  read  a  second  lame,  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ixxxvi 


TABLE  OF  COKTEMTS. 


Jidtf  17.] 

SUPPLY  [7th  July}— Resolutions  reported. 


Civil  Service  Ebtihates,  1899-1900. 


Class  III. 


1.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £39,232,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  siun  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1900,  for 
the  &ilariea  of  the  Iaw  OflBcers'  Department ;  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of 
the  Department  of  the  Solicitor  for  the  Affmrs  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury, 
Queen's  Proctor,  and  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions ;  the  Costa  of  Prose- 
cutions, of  other  Legal  Proceedings,  and  of  Parliamentary  Agency." 

2.  "Thati  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £23,200,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  paynient  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1900, 
for  certain  Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenses,  including  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  the 
Expenses  (tf  the  Incorporated  Law  Society.*' 

3.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £206,527,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  pa3nnent  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900, 
for  such  of  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
as  are  not  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund." 

4.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £16,742,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Cha^  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  sfst  day  of  March,  1900,  for 
the  Salaries  and  rjcpenses  of  the  Office  of  the  Land  Kegistry." 

5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £29,714,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900, 
for  the  SaWies  and  Expenses  connected  with  the  County  Goiurts." 

6.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £40,968,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900, 
for  the  Salaries  of  the  Commissioner  and  Assistant  Commissioners  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police,  and  of  the  Receiver  for  the  Metropolitan  Police 
District^  the  Pay  and  Expenses  of  Officers  of  Metropolitan  Police  employed 
on  special  duties,  and  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Constabulary." 

7.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £415,161,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1900, 
for  the  Expenses  of  Uie  Prisons  in  England,  Wales,  and  the  Colonies." 

8.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £124,195,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Chu^  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  SIst  day  March,  1900, 
tor  the  Expense  of  the  Mamtenanoe  of  Juvenile  Offenders  in  KefOTmatory, 
Industrial,  and  Day  Industrial  Schools  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  In- 
spectors of  Reformatories." 

9.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £21,942,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900,  for  the  Maintenuice  of  Criminal  Lunatica  in  the  Broadmoor  Criminal 
Lunatic  Asylum." 

KesolutionB  agreed  ta 
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Civil  Sebvicb  Estimates,  1899-1900. 


Class  II. 


'*That  a  sum,  nut  exceeding  £8,858,  be  jgranted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  com- 
plete the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
i-ayment  duiing  the  year  ending  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expmses  of  the  Ottice  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  for  Scotland  and 
Subordinate  Offices." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 
Mettropoutan  Pougb  (Salakiks) — Considered  in  Committee. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  it  is  expedient  tuauthorixe  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  provided  hy 
Parliament,  of  the  Salaries  of  the  CommLseioner  of  Police  of  the  Metropolis,  the 
Receiver  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  District,  and  the  Assistant  Commiseioners 
of  Police  of  the  Metropolis."— ('SlEcrefoi^  Sir  Matthew  WhiU  Ridley.) 

Discussion  : — 

Dr.  Clark (Caitkness)  ...  1118  Mr.  CaldvxU {Lanark,  Mid.)  ...  1118 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Some  Department  (Sir  M. 

White  Ridhy^  Lancashire, 

Blad^ool)   1118 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Trout  Fishinjf  Annual  Close  Time  (Scotland)  Bill  [Lords]— Order  for 
resinning  adjourned  Debate  on  Second  Reading  [12th  June]  read,  and 
discharged;  Bill  withdrawn    1119 

Metropolitan  Streets  Act  (1867)  Amendment  Bill— Order  for  Second 

Reading  read,  and  discharged  ;  Bill  withdrawn      ...       ...   1119 

Money-Lending  BUI  [Lords] — Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  uid  dis- 
charged; Bill  withdrawn   1119 

Land  Tax  Oommiasionen*  Names  Bill — Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday  next.  Ordered,  That  the  Members  for  counties  do  prepare 
lists  of  the  Christian  and  surnames  of  Commissioners  for  executing  the 
Land  Tax  Acts  for  their  respective  counties.  Ordered,  That  Members  for 
boroughs  and  places  having  Commissioners  executing  exclusive  jurisdiction 
within  the  same  under  the  said  Acts  do  prepare  similar  lists  of  Commis- 
sioners for  executing  the  said  Acts  within  such  boroughs  and  places 
■  respectively.  Ordered,  That  Members  for  other  boroughs  and  places  do 
prepare  similar  lists  of  Commissioners  for  executing  the  said  Acts  fgr  the 
counties  in  which  such  last-mentioned  boroughs  anid  places  are  situate. — 
{Mr.  HamJmy.)  1119 

Universities  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill— Order  for  resuming 
adjourned  Debate  on  Second  Reading  [9th  March]  read,  and  discharged. — 


.»  1119 
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Undersized  Fiah  Bill— Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and  discharged. — Bill 

withdrawn   1120 

Tithe  Bent-Oharffe  (Ireland)  Bill— Order  for  Second  Heading  read,  and  dis- 
charged.— BUr  withdrawn   1120 

Parish  Churches  (Scotland)  Bill  [Lords]— Order  for  Second  Reading  read, 

and  disdiargecL — ^Bill  withdrawn   1120 

Xiicensinjr  Exemption  (Houses  of  Parliament)  Bill— Order  for  resuming 
adjourned  Debate  on  Second  Beading  [23rd  February]  read,  and  dischaiged. 
—Bill  withdrawn   1130 

Oongested  Districts  Board  (IreUmd)  (E^enses) — Committee  to  consider 
of  auUiorising  the  payment  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament^ 
of  an  annual  sum  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board  for  the  purposes  of  Sub- 
section 3  of  Section  43  of  The  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1891,  and 
for  other  purposes  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Acts,  in 

Pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the  present  session  to  amend  certain  provisions  of 
'he  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1896,  affecting  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  and  to  make  further  provision  for  the  expenses  of  that  Board  out  of 
money  provided  by  Parliament  [Queen's  Becommendation  signified],  To- 
moTTOv.— {Mr.  Gerald  Balfmr)   1120 

Kaval  Works  ^Consolidated  Funds) — Committee  to  consider  of  making 
further  provision  for  the  construction  of  works  and  acquisition  of  land  in 
the  United  Kingdom  and  elsewhere  for  the  purposes  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
and  of  authorising  the  payment,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  such 
sums  as  may  bo  necessary  for  those  purposes  [Queen's  Becommendation 
signified],  To-morrow. — (Mr.  Austen  Ckamherlainj  ...       ...       ...  ...1120 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  this  day,  Mr. 
SpeakisT  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

House  adjourned  ooeordii^^ly  nt  One  of  the  clock. 


LORDS:  TUESDAY,  18th  July  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Standing  Orders  Committee — Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  of  the  West  Metropolitan  Railway  Bill  ought  to 
be  dispensed  with,  and  the  Bill  allowed  to  proceed  1121 

Bexhill  and  Botherfleld  Railway  Bill;  .Darwen  Corporation  Bill- 
Committee  to  meet  on  "iDiursday  next   1 1 21 

Bootle  Corporation  Bill  Menstone  Water  Bill— Committee  to  meet  on 
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Qreville.  A^«ed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed  accordingly :  The 
Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next,  at  Twelve  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions 
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flouHe  adjoamed  at  ten  minuteH  before  Eight  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS:  TUESDAY,  18th  JULY  1899. 

Standincj  Committee  on  Trade,  &c. — Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping  and  Manufactures, 
have  leave  to  sit  To-morrow  during  the  sitting  of  the  House — {Lord 
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number  of  the  Ayes  as  226  instead  of  286,  which  was  the  proper  number. 
Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  do  correct  the  said  error  in  the  Journal  by  stating 
the  number  of  the  Ayes  in  that  Division  as  2S6,  instead  of  226    1165 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill-  As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee), 
further  considered. 

New  clause — 

"  It  shall  be  unlawful  to  manufacture,  sell,  expose  for  sale,  or  import  any 
margarine  whicli  is  coloured  »o  a»  to  imitate  or  resemble  butter,  and  every 
)>enion  who  manufactures,  sells,  exposes  for  sale,  or  imports  any  mu^arine  so 
coloured  shall  he  gnilty  of  an  onenoe  under  the  Maigmine  Act,  1887>"— 

(Mr,  Lambert)  ; 

brought  up  and  read  the  first  tipie. 

-  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 


Discussion 

T)ie  President  of  ike  Board 
of  Agrienlture  {Mr.  Long, 
Liverpool,  We.4  Derby)  ... 

Mr.  James  Lowther  {Kent, 
Thanet)  

Mr.  Lang  ... 

Mr.  Kearley  (Detvnport)  ... 

Mr.  G^rant  Lawmn  (Vm'h, 
N.E.,  Tkirsk)   

Mr.  LnhowJievp  {Nmikfimp- 
tan)   

Mr.  Verhurgk  (Chestei-)  . . . 

Sir  Walter  Foster  {Derby- 
ahire,  llke^on)  

Mr.  J.  lawiker   

Sir  WUliaiti  Harcourt  (Mon- 
mnUhskire,  W.)  

Mr.  Victor  Cavendish  {Derby- 
shire, jr.)   

Question  put. 


Sir  Thomas  Esm&nde  {Kerry,  W.)  119B 
Mr.  Jepeys {Hants,  N.)         ...  1196 

1179  Mr.  ColviUe  {Lanark,  N.E.)  ...  1198 
Colonel  Kenyan -Slaney  (Shrop- 

1181  shire,  Newport)   1198 

1181  Jh.  Clark  {CaUhness)   1199 

1182  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

{Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manches- 
118.3  ter,  E.)   1200 

Sir  John  Leng  (Dundee)  ...  1200 

1184  Mr.Stnickey  {S(merset,S.)  ...1200 
1187       Mr.  Kilbride  (Ckdway,  N.)       ...  1201 

Mr.  Maddison  (Sheffield,  Bright^ 

1190  ftide)  1201 

1191  Mr.  Alexander  Cross  (Glasgow, 

Camlachie)    ...       ...       ...  1202 

1 193       Mr.  Channing  (Northamptonshire, 

E.)    ...   1203 

1194 


The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  68 ;  Noes,  297.    (Division  List,  No.  276.) 
New  clause — 

"  (1)  A  warranty  shall  only  be  accepted  as  a  defence  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Dnm)  Act  in  cases  where  the  package  has  remained  iDtact,:and  hulk  has 
not  been  Moken. 

"  (2)  Where  there  is  intention  on  the  part  of  the  person  proceeded  acainst 
to  rely  npon  a  warranty  as  a  defence,  the  person  so  proceeded  against  shall  lorth- 
with,  on  leceipt'  of  flunimOQB,  at  once  give  written  notice  to  the  court  in  which 
proceedings  are  taken  that  he  holds  a  warranty,  and  giving  the  name  and  addres.i 
of  the  person  from  whom  he  received  it,  sucli  person  being  a  resident  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  that  he  has  sent  notice  of  his  intention  to  such  person, 
and  the  court  Mhall  thereupon  at  once  associate  the  name  of  the  giver  of  such 
warranty  as  one  of  the  defendants  in  the  case,  and  proceedings  snail  be  con- 
tinued with  such  adjournments  as  the  court  may  deem  necessuy  for  the  due 
hearing  of  the  case.'"— {General  Laurie)  j 

brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 
Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clausQ  be  now  road  a  second  time," 
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DlSOUSSlON 

Mr.  Long  ...    1209      Mr.  Janaikin  Samwl  (Stocktm)  1210 

General   Laurie   {Pembroke  Mr.  Long   1210 

and  Haverfordwest)       ...  1 209 
Mr.  Brynmor  Jones  {Swansea 

District)  1210 

Motion  and  clause,  by  leave,  witMrawn. 
New  clause — 

"  It  ahall  be  unlawful  to  sell  or  import  any  milk,  cream,  condensed,  separa- 
ted, or  skinuned  milk,  to  which  any  colouring  matter  has  been  added.  "-H[Jlfr. 
Straehey) ; 

*  brought  up,  and  read  the  fiiat  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

DiSCTTSSION  : — 

Mr.  Long  ...       ...       ...  1212  Captain  Sinclair  {Forfarshire)  ...  1215 

Dr.  Clark  ...       ...       ...  1212  Mr.    Humphreys-Owen  {Moni- 

Mr.  A.  J.  Moore  {London-  goinery)        ...       ...       ...  1216 

derry)   1213  Mr.  Jiartley  {Islington,  N.)      ...  1216 

Mr.  Robstm  {South  Shields)..  1213  The  Solicitor-General  {Sir  B.  £. 

Mr.  Radclige  Cooke  {Here-  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)    ...  1216 

ford)   1214  Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.)  ...1218 

Sir  IValter  Foster  1214  Captain  Norton  {Newingtm,  H^.) .  1218 

Mr.  Muntg  (fVartoiekskire, 

Tamworth)   1215 

Question  put. 

The  Hou^e  divided :— Ayoa,  57 ;  Noe-i,  238.    (Division  List,  No.  277.) 
New  clause — 

"  It  nhall  be  unlawful  to  sell  or  import  for  sale  any  liquid  under  the  name 
cider  or  i>erry,  unleflR  the  same  be  made  from  the  juice  of  apples  or  pears  only." 

— (Mr.  titmvheij) ; 

brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

I)ISC3U«8I0N  : — 

Mr.  BaMiffe  Cooke         ...  1221       Mr.  Long   1222 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
New  clause — 

"  It  shall  be  unlawful  to  sell  or  import  for  sale  any  margarine,  butter,  milk, 
cream,  or  bacon  vitli  which  Loracic  acid,  salicylic  acid,  formalin,  bi»ulphite  of 
lime,  or  other  preserviitive,  exoeijting  salt,  has  been  mixed." — {Mr.  Channing) ; 

brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 
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Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Lmg   1226  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lym  Segis)  1229 

i/r.  Louffh   1326  Dr.  Clark   1229 

Mr.  Strachey    1227  Mr.  CbaniUng  1229 

Sir  WaUer  Foster   1228  Mr.  Long   1229 

Mr.  Kearley   1228 

Motion  and  Clause  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  Id  page  1,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  Kingdom,'  to  insert  the  words  '  for 
connumption  therein.' "—(Jtfr.  lAmgh.) 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  tihere  inserted,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  7,  before  the  word  '  margarine,'  to  insert  the  words  ■  butter 
and  cheese.  "~(3fr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  B.  B.  FitUay   1230      Mr.  JMoffim  Samuel   1230 

Qaestion  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  words  *or  margarine  cheese.* "  - 
{Mr.  Colvaie.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words  '  or  margarine  cheese,'  stand  part  of 
the  KU/ 

Discussion  : — 

SirJi.  B.  Finlay  1231       Mr.  Alexander  Cross   1232 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  {Glas- 
gow, Bridgeton)  1231 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided.— Ayes,  157  ;  Noes,  19.   (Division  List,  No.  278.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

Id  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  cot  the  words  '  or  impoverished. '"—(Jfr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  or  impoverished'  stand  part  of  the 
BilL" 

Discussion  ; — 

Mr.  lVeiT{Rossand  Cromarty)  1233      Sir  Charles  Cameron   1235 

The  Secretary  of  the  Local  Mr.  Kearley   1236 

Government  Board  {Mr.  J.  Mr.  D.   A.  Thonm  {Merthyr 

W.  Russell,  Tyrone,  S.)...  1334  TydvU)   1236 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  162  ;  Noes,  24.  (Division  List,  No.  379.) 
VOL.  LXXIV.   [Fourth  Sebiks.]  g 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  16,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  m>rd8,'  to  the  word  *  are,* 
in  line  18,  and  insert  the  words  *  skimmed  or  impoverished  milk.' " — {Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Discussion  ; — 

Mr.  Long   1238      Dr.  Clark   1238 

Amendment  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  17,  after  the  words  *  skimmed  milk,'  to  insert  the  words  '  and 
not  fit  food  tor  infants.'  "—{Sir  Walter  Foater.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Bar/lei/    1240       Mr.  Long   1241 

Sir  J,'.  B.  Fmlay   1240       Sir  Charles  Caauron   1241 

Mr.  Dillm  {Mmjo,  E.)     ...  1240 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 


in  packages  or  receptacles  conspicnonsly  marked  with  a  name  or  description 
indicating  that  the  utide  has  been  so  treated.*  *' — {Mr.  Long. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"To  leave  out  the  words  *  to  which  Her  Majesty  may  by  Order  in  Connoil 
direct  that  this  section  shall  be  applied.'  "—{Sir  Charles  Cameron.] 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stiuid  part 
of  the  propcnea  Amendment." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Long   1243      Mr.  Bryce   1244 

Sir  GharUs  Cameron       ...  1243      Mr.  Lmgh   1244 

Mr.  Kearley    1243 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amemiment^  by  leave,  witJidrawn. 
Words  inserted. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  1,  line  26,  after  'article'  to  insert  *  except  shipowner,  railway  com- 
pany, or  coiinnon  carrier.*  "—(Sir  John  Lenff.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  insOTted," 

Sir  B.  B.  Finlaif   1245 

Amendment  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  %  line  1 ,  to  leave  out  the  wcffda  from  the  word  *  shall  *  to  the  word 
'  take,'  in  line  3." — [Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
'Board,'  in  line  2,  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  S,  after  the  necond  word  'the'  to'lnsert  the  words  'Local 

Groveminent.'"— (i»(r  Walter  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  'Local  Government,' be  there 
inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Long   1247  Sir  It.  B.  Fmlaif   1260 

Mr.  Jowithan  Samtifl      ...  1248  Sir  Charlex  Camron   1250 

.Ifr.  Sfntfhetf   1248  Mr.  Lough   1251 

Mr.Bryee   1249  De.  Clark   1253 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  76  ;  Noes,  197.   (Division  List,  No.  280.) 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  27,  after  the  wonl  '  health,'  to  insert  the  words,  '  Hut  any 
milk,  cream,  or  butter  containing  any  preaervative  shall  be  imported  and  sold 
AM  prexerved.  stating  the  name  of  the  preservative  and  the  amount  per  gallon  or 
per  pound  of  ttuch  preservf^ive.'"— {JIfr.  Stmdtey.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.'* 

Amendment  amended,  by  leaving  out,  after  the  word  "  imported,"  the 
word  "  and,"  and  inserting  the  word  "  or  " — {Mr.  Hwmphr^'Omn) — 
instead  thereof. 

Question,  "  That  the  words,  '  But  any  milk,  cream,  or  butter  containing 
any  preservative  shall  be  importea  or  sold  as  preserved,  stating  the 
mune  of  the  preservative,  and  the  amount  per  ^lon  or  per  pound  of 
such  preservative,'  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Long   1255       Dr.  Clark   1256 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words  from  the  word '  may '  to  the  word 
'  direct,'  in  line  32."— (5ir  Walter  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
theBUf' 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  K.  B.  Finhy   1256  Mr.  Lmg   1258 

Captain  Sinclair    1257  Mr.  Lambert  1258 

Mr.  Jonathan  Samnel       ...  1257  Mr.  Lough   1258 

Mr.  Bryee   1257  Mr.  Uobhmm  {Somernetsiiire,  E  )  1258 

Question  put 

The  House  divided Ayes,  183 ;  Noes,  68.   (Division  List,  No.  281.) 

^2 
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Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  Id  page  3,  line  3,  to  leave  oat  the  wordi  of  paragraph  (A),  oi  sub^ecstion  (1), 
of  Clause  2.— (Jff.  Strachey.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words  of  paragraph  (6)  stand  part  of  the 
BiU." 

Jttf.  Ltmg  1261 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Another  Amendment  made. 

Another  Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  20,  to  leave  oat  the  words  from  the  wordi*  food  *  to  the  words 
•the  Board? in  line 22."— (-S**-  f*W(cr  Foster.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  he  left  out  stand  piut  of  the  Bill," 
put  and  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendmenta  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  I,  to  leave  ont  Clanse  A."— {Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  to  the  word  '  in,'  in  line  5,  stand  part 
of  the  Biil.^' 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.Lcmg   1263       Sir  Walter  Foster   1264 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  141 ;  Noes,  44.    (Division  List,  No.  282.) 
Other  Amendments  made. 

Further  consideration,  as  amended,  deferred  till  To-morrow. 

Univerflity  of  London  Act  (1898)  Amendment  Bill— Considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported,  without  Amendment ;  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  1265 

Metropolitan  Pouce  (Salaries) — Resc^ution  reported,  "  That  it  is  expedient 
to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of 
the  salaries  of  the  Commissioner  of  Police  of  the  Metropolis,  the  Receiver 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  District,  and  the  Assistant  Commissioners  of 
Police  of  the  Metropolis."  Resolution  agreed  to.  Bill  ordwed  to  be 
brought  in  by  Secretary  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  and  Mr.  Jesse  Collings  1266 

Metropolitan  Police  (Salaries)  (No.  2)  BiU— "To  amend  the  Law  with 
respect  to  the  salaries  and  allowances  of  the  Commissioner,  Receiver,  and 
Assistant  Commissioners  of  the  Metropolitan  Police,"  presented  accordingly, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and 
to  be  printed.   (Bill  377.)    1267 
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Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  (Expenses)— Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That it  is  expedient  to  anthtnise  payment,  ont  of  moneys  to  be  pro- 
vided hy  Fu-liament,  of  an  annual  som,  not  exceeding  £25,00U,  for  the  purpodes 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Irelaiid)  Acts,  incmding  the  paj-ment  ot  the 
salaries  or  remuneration  of  officers  employed  by  the  Boar£  and  the  administra- 
tive expenses  of  the  Board,  in  pnrsuance  of  any  Act  of  the  present  session 
relating  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)." 

Discussion  — 

Mr.  Caidwell  (Lanark,  Mid.)  1267      Dr.  Clark  (CaithMSs)  1267 

Question  put,  and  agreed  ta 
Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fund)— Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Eesolved,  (1)  That  it  is  escpedient  to  make  further  provision  for  the 
construction  of  works  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  elsewhere  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  to  authorise  the  issue,  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  of  such  sums,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  £3,100,000,  as  may  be 
required  for  those  purposes,  and  to  apply  the  provisions  of  The  Naval 
Works  Act,  1895,  and  of  The  Naval  Works  Act,  1896  (as  to  the  mode  of 
raising  money,  and  as  to  the  application  of  surplus  income)  to  the  said 
purposes.  (2)  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law  with  respect  to  the 
constmotion  and  use  of  tramways  for  naval  purposes.  Kesolution  to  be 
reported  To-morrow  1268 

Employment  of  Women  Overtime  in  Washing  Botti^es,  Etc. — The  follow- 
ing notice  of  motion  stood  on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of  Sir  James  Rankin 
(Herefordshire,  Leominster)— "That  the  Order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  extending  to  factories  and  workshops  in  which 
the  washing  of  bottles  for  use  in  the  preserving  of  fruit  is  carried  on,  the 
special  exception  (Employment  of  Women  Overtime)  ought  to  be  annulled." 

Discussion 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucester,              The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
Forest  of  Dean)               1368         (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manches- 
ter, E.)   1268 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  I7th  day  of  this  instant 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Hoose  adjonined  aooordingly  at  One  of  the  clock. 
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COMMONS :  WEDNESDAY,  19th  JULY  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Bristol  Gas  Bill  [Lords] — Lords  Amendments  to  Conunons  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to         ...    ...       ...       ...       ...  1269 

Midland  and  Soath-Western  Junction  Railway  Bill— Lords  Ameudments 

considered,  and  agreed  to     1  ;269 


Owens  OoUeffOi  Manchester,  Bill  [Lords]— Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
without  Amendment  1 


269 


Hnmber  Conservancy  Bill  [Lords]— As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 

the  third  time  1269 


PETITIONS. 

Ground  Rents  (Taxation  by  Local  Authorities)— Petitions  in  favour,  from 

Bradford,  and  Lee ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    1 269 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act,  1845— Petitions  for  alteration  of 

law,  from  Kincardine,  and  Banff ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1 269 

Telu^raphs  (Telephonic  Commnnication,  Ac.)  Bill— Petition  from  Edin- 
burgh, against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    1269 

Tithe  Bent-Oharge  (Rates)  Bill— Petition  from  Oldham,  against ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table   1269 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  i&c. 

East  India  (Accounts  and  Estimates,  1899-1900)— Copy  presented,  of 
Explanatory  Memorandum  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1 269 

Education  (England  and  Wales) — Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education  (England  and  Wales),  with  Appendix, 
1898-9  [by  Command]  j  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1270 

Navy  (Engines  and  Boilers  of  Ships) — Copy  ordered,  "of  Tables  and 
Weights  of  Machinery,  Ac,  of  certain  Ships  of  the  Royal  Navy  fitted 
with  Water-Tube  and  CyHndrical  Return-Tube  Boilers ;  together  with 
the  indicated  Horse-Power,  Consumption  of  Coal  per  indicated  Horse- 
Power,  and  Speed  obtained  by  them  on  Trials  during  recentyears." — 
{Mr.  Goschen.)  Copy  presentect  accordingly  ;  to  lie  upon  the  l^ble,  and 
to  be  printed    1270 

Royal  Niger  Company  Bill— [Second  Reading]— Order  for  Second  Read- 
ing read   1270 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (J/?-.  Clumcellor  of  tfie  Ejxhe^uti:) 
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{North- 


Mr.  LabourJiere 
ampton)   ...  1270 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Ctmnar  {Uwr- 
pool,  Scotland)  1274 

Mr.  William  Allan  {Gates- 
head)  1279 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beacit,  Bristol,  W.)       ...  1279 

Mr.  Buchana/n  {Aberdeen- 
shire, E.)   1280 

General  Laurie  {Pembroke)..,  1284 


Mr,  Sydney  Buxton  {Tower  Hani- 

UtSf  Poplar)  1286 

Mr.  Hedderwick  {Wick  Burghs)  1289 
Mr.  GiJmn  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis)  1290 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  Uie 
Colonies  {Mr.  J.  Chamberlain 

Birmingham,  W.)   1292 

Mr.  Thomas  Bayley  {Derbysliire, 

Chesterfield)  1295 

Sir  M.  Hicks-Beadt   1296 

Captain  Sinclair  {Forfarshire)  ...  1303 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To  morrow. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee), 
further  considered. 

Another  Amendment  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  29,  to  leave  ottt  ClanBe  7."~{Sir  Charles  Cammm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
'  and,'  in  line  30,  stand  part  of  the  Bill.*^ 


Mr.  Wallace  (Perth)   

Mr.  Hemphia  {Tyrone,  N.) 

Captain  Sinckar  {For^rshire)  . . . 

Mr.  Long   

Sir  F.  8.  Powell  {Wigan) 

Mr.  Steadman  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepitey)   1312 

Mr.  Abel  Tlumas  (Carmarthen- 
shire, E.)   1312 


1310 
1311 
1311 
13U 
1311 


Discussion 

The  President  of  the  Board  of 

Agriculture   (Mr.  Long, 

Liverpool,  West  Derby)  ...  1306 
Dr.  Clark  {Caithness)  ...  1307 
Sir  John  Leng  (Dundee)  ...  1308 
Mr.      Jonathan  Samuel 

(Stockton)   1308 

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.)  ...  1308 
The   Solicitor-General  (Sir 

R.  B.  Fifday,  Inverness 

Burghs)  1309 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided Ayes,  216 ;  Noes,  61.   (Division  List,  No.  283.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  wonls,  *  and  evoy  wboleside  dealer  in 
sacli  substances.' " — {Mr.  Jonathan  Samuel.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  pnqiosed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  - 
the  BilL^' 

Mr.  Long  1317 

Amendment^  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pajje  4,  line  35,  to  leave  oat  Sub-seotion  2  of  ClaoBe  1."— {Captain 
Sinelair.) 
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Qaestion  proposed,  "That  Subjection  2  of  Clause  7  stand  part  of  the  Hll." 

Amendments  hy  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  16,  to  leave  out  Clause  8." — {Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
<ten,^  in  line  17,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion 

MryLong  1321  Hie  Secretary  to  the  Local  Govem- 

Mr.  Hedderwick   1324  ment    Board    (Mr.    T.  W. 

Sir  J.  Fergusson  {Manches-  Russell,  Tyrone,  S.)  1333 

ter.N.E.)    1326       Sir  John  Leng  1333 

Mr.  Abel  Thomas                1326  Mr.  Lcmgh  {Islington,  W.)      ...  1336 

Mr.  hartley  {Islingtm,  N.)  1327       Mr.  KearUy   1336 

Sir  Walter  Foster  {Derby-  Mr.  Lough   1336 

shire,  lUceston)                 1328  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

Colonel  Denny  (KUmarnock  (Mr.  A.  J.  Ba^oar,  Memoes- 

Bmghs)   1330         fer,  JS.)   1337 

Mr.  Kearleif  (DevonporC)  ...  1330      Mr.  Jma^n  Samuel  1338 

Sit  John   1332 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  166 ;  Noes,  83.    (Division  List,  No.  284.) 
Discussion  :— 

SirH.  Cam^tell-Bannerman  Mr.  Long   1339 

(SHrUng  Burghs)        ...1339      Mr,  A.  J.  BaXfowr   1340 

Further  consideralion,  as  amended,  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

CoNGESTHD  DISTRICTS  BoARD  (Irblamd)  [Expemses.]— Bosolution  re- 
ported: 

'  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  i 
provided  by  Parliament,  of  an  annual  sum,  not  exceeding  X25,000,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Acts,  including  the 
payment  of  the  salaries  or  remuneration  of  officers  employed  by  the  Board, 
and  the  administrative  expenses  of  the  Board,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of 
the  present  Session  relating  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Congested  Bistricte  Board  (Ireland)  Bill— Considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  6 : — 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Strachey  (Somerset,  S.)  1341       Mr.  DaviU  (Mayo,  S.)  1342 

The    Chief   Secretary  for 

Ireland   {Mr.    G.  JV. 

Balfour,  Leeds,  Ceniral)  1342 

Clause  agreed  to  "  . 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fitnd) — Resolutions  reported 

"(1)  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  further  provision  for  the  construc- 
tion of  works  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  elsewhere  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  to  authorise  the  issue,  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  of  such  sums,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  ^3,100,000,  as  may  be 
required  for  those  purposes,  and  to  apply  the  provisions  of  The  Naval 
Works  Act,  1895.  and  of  The  Naval  Works  Act,  1896  (as  to  the  mode  of 
rusing  money,  and  as  to  the  application  of  surplus  income),  to  the  sfud 
purposes. 

"  (2)  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law  with  respect  to  tiie 
construction  and  use  of  tramways  for  naval  purposes." 

Discussion  : — 


Mr.   Buchanan  {Aberdeen' 
*Atre,  K)   1342 

ne  Civil  Lord  of  the 
AthniraUy  (Mr.  Au$ten 
Chamberlain,  Worcesfer- 
shire,  E.)   1343 


Sir  U.  Kaif-Shtdtletaorth  {Lama- 

shxre^  ClUheroe)   1343 

Mr.  Perks  {ImxoMire,  Louth)  1344 
Mr.  AvMen  ChamherUtin        ...  1344 


Beaolutions  agreed  to : — Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Groschen, 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Macartney,  and  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain. 

Naval  Works  Bill— "  To  make  further  provision  for  the  construction  of 
works  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  elsewhere  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Koyal  Navy,  and-  to  amend  the  law  with  respect  to  the  constniction  and 
use  of  tramways  for  naval  purposes,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
(Bill  278.)    1344 

Electric  Iiijriltillg  (Olaoses)  Bill— As  amended,  considered.  Amendments 

made.    Bill  read  the  thinl  time,  and  passed   1344 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  I7th  day  of  this  instant 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjounwd  the  House  without  Question  put. 

House  adjourned  acontlii^ly  at  ten  mmutes  before  Seven  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  20th  JULY  1899. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  aci^uainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Esuniners  that 
the  Standing  Omers  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  com- 
plied wiUi: 

Local  Oovernmsnt  Fbovibiqnal  Order  (No.  15).— And  the  Certificate  that 

no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the  following  Bill :  1345 

Burgh  Pouce  (S(X)tland)  Provisional  Order— The  same  were  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  Table   I345, 


Digitized  by 


Julp  30.]  Pagi 

West  Uetropolitan  Railway  Bill — Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
no  parties  having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table.  The  orders  made  on  Tuesday  last  dischu-ged ;  and  Bill 
committed   1345 

Newcastle  Upon-Tyiie  Tramways  and  ImproTement  Bill— Report  from 
the  Select  Committer,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill,  the  Committee  having  found  that  the  petitioners 

had  no  locus  standi  before  them  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
The  orders  made  on  the  11th  July  and  Tuesday  last  discharged ;  and  BUI 
committed   1345 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  17)  Bill— Report  from  the 
Select  Committee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill,  no  parties  having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto, 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  :  the  Orders  made  on  the  U  th  of  July 
and  Tuesday  last  discharged ;  and  Bill  committed  to  a.  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  for  To-morrow  ...       ...       ...    ...       ...  1 345 

Local  QoTemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill— Report  from  the 
Select  Committee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill,  no  parties  having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto  : 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table;  the  Orders  made  on  the  11th  of 
July  and  Tuesday  last  discharged  ;  and  Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  \Vhole  House   1346 

Oodalming  Oorporation  Water  Bill — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 

with  Amendments     ...   1346 

London  County  Oonndl  (Money)  Bill — Reported  with  Amendments     ...  1346 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill— Reported  from  the  Select 

Committee  with  Amendments         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1 346 

Worcestershire  Oonni?  Council  BiU— Reported  with  Amendments       ...  1346 

Oity  and  Brixton  Railway  Bill  Darwen  Corporation  Bill— Reported 

with  Amendments   1 346 

BezhiU  and  Botherfleld  Railway  Bill — Reported,  with  an  Amendment  ...  1346 

Greenock  and  Fort  Glasgow  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]— Commons  Amend- 
ment considered,  and  agreefl  to   1346 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill — Read  the  third  time,  with  the 
Amendments  j  further  Amendments  made  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons  1346 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill ;  Derby  Corporation  Tramways,  &c.»  Bill 

— Read  the  third  time,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 

to  the  Commons   1346 

Brooke's  Park  (Londonderry)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Owen's  College  (Man- 
chester) BiU  [Lords] — ^Returned  from  the  Commons,  agreed  to  1346 

Iiincoln  and  East  Coast  Railway  and  Dock  Bill ;  Lowestoft  Prom- 
enade Pier  BiU ;  Midland  and  South- Western  Junction  RaUway 

BiU — ^Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to    ...  1347 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  cni 

July  20.]  Pag 

Bristol  Gas  Bill  [Lords] — Keturncd  from  the  Commons,  with  the  Amendment 

made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Amendments  made  by  the  Commons  a^ed  to  1347 

South  Hants  Water  Bill  [Lords] — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 

with  Amendments  J  the  said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to     ...  1347 

Local  Oovemmezit  FroTisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill;  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No,  12)  Bill — Amendments  reported 
(according  to  Order),  and  Bills  to  bo  read  the  third  time  To-morrow     ...  1347 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill— Kead  the  third  time 
(according  to  Order),  with  the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons  1347 

Metropolis  Management  Acts  Amendment  (Bye-laws)  Bill  [Lords]— 

Onnmons  Amendments  considered  (according  to  Order),  and  agreed  to  ...  1347 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  d-c. 

Education  Beparthent — Keport  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 

on  sohods  for  the  blind  and  deaf ;  with  Appendices,  1898-99   I347 

India  (Accounts  and  Estimates,  1899-1900) — Explanatory  memorandum 

by  the  Secrctitry  of  State  for  India  1347 

SuUTH  African  Kepublic — Correspondence  relating  to  the  Bloemfontein 

Conference,  1899    1347 

AciHAKiAN  Ot'TKAGES  (IRELAND) — Ketums  for  the  quarter  ended  30th  June, 

1899    1347 

Queen's  College,  Galway — Annual  Report  of  the  President,  for  the  iiSession, 

1898-99.    Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    ...  1347 

Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894. — Orders  in  Council  of  14th  July,  1899 — 

I.  Sanctioning  a  reduction,  made  by  the  Trinity  House  in  Kingston- 
tmon-HuU,  of  certain  buoyage  and  beaconage  dues  levied  by  that 
Corporation  between  Hull  and  the  sea. 

II.  Approving  certain  pilotage  bye-laws  made  by  the  Corporation  of 

Bristol. 

III.  Authorising  the  increase,  by  the  appointment  of  an  additional  lower 

grade  clerk,  of  the  Establishment  of  the  Trinity  House. 

IV.  Sanctioning  an  increase  in  the  salary  paid  to  Mr.  George  Napier 

McMurdo,  a  clerk  in  the  service  of  the  Commissioners  of  Irish 
Lights. 

V.  Approving  an  amended  l>ye-law  made  by  the  Neirport  (Mon.)  Pilot- 

age Bcwd,  in  lieu  of  bye-law  No.  II  of  the  bye-laws  approved  by 
Order  in  Council  of  3rd  October,  1895. 

VL  Approving  certain  bye-laws,  made  by  the  Trinity  House  in  Kings- 
ton-upon-Hull,  fixing  the  rates  of  pilotage  between  Hull  and 
Goole  1348 

Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act,  1890— Order  in  Council  of  14th  July,  1899, 
entitled  •*  The  China,  Japan,  and  Corea  (Supreme  Court)  Order  in 
Cowicil,  1809."  Laid  before  the  House  [pursuant  to  Act],  uid  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table   1348 
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Houses  of  Lord^  and  Comhons  Permanent  Staff — Repbrt  from  the 
Joint  Committee  (with  the  proceedings  of  the  Gominittee)  made,  and  to  be 

Erinted.  (No.  171.):   Minutes  of  evidence,  together  with  an  Appendix, 
lid  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  delivered  out         ...    ...  1348 

Oysters  Bill  [Lords] — Report  from  the  Select  Committee  (with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee)  made,  and  to  be  printed.  (No.  172.)  :  Minutes  of 
evidence  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  delivered  out.  Bill  reported,  with 
Amendments  ;  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  ;  and 
to  be  printed  as  amended.   (No.  173.)   1348 

Public  Itibraiies  Bill  [Lords] — To  be  read  the  second  tinw  on  Tuesday 

next   1349 

Gordon  Memorial  Oollege  at  Khartoum  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  third 
time  (according  to  Order) ;  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Commons!  1349 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  Bill —Amendments  reported  (according  to 

Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow   1349 

Companies  Bill  [Lords] — Cohhittee — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  being 
put  into  Committee  on  this  Bill  read. 

Tha  Lord  Chmcelhr  {The  Earl  of  Haldmry)   1349 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order)  ;  the  Amendments  proposed 
by  the  Select  Committee  made ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  the 
Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  on  Friday,  the  28th  inst. 


QUESTIONS. 

Transvaal  Affairs — Question,  The  Earl  of  Wemyss ;  Answer,  The  Under 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (The  Earl  of  Selbome)  1350 

Kingstown  Harbour. 

Moved — 

"  That  it  is  deftirahle  tliat  a  committee  bo  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 

management  of  Kingatown  Uarhonr,  and  the  adequacy  of  the  ntatT  of  the 
harbonr-master,  and  wliether  the  lay  Board  of  Harbonr  Commissioners  shonld 
have  the  power  of  reducing  tliab  stalf  on  their  sole  authority."— (TAe  Lord 
Cioitbrock,) 

Discussion  : — 

The  Earl  of  Clamoilliam  ...  1354      Lord  Clonbrodc  1356 

Th£  Lord  Privy  Seal  (Vis-  VUeomU  Cross  1356 

count  Cross)   1354 

Motion  [by  leave  of  the  House]  withdrawn. 

Congested  Distiicts  Board  (Ireland)  Bill — Brought  frcon  the  Commons ; 

Kead  the  first  time ;  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  174.)    1357 

Electric  Zaghting  (Clauses)  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  the  second  time  on  JTriday  the 
28th  instant  —{The  Earl  of  Dudley.)   (No.  175.)   1357 
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University  of  London  Act  (1898)  Amendment  Bill  -Brought  from  the 
Commons ;  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  the  second 
time  To-morrow.— Lord  President,  The  Duke  of  Devonshire.)  (No.  176.)  1357 


Housts  adjourned  at  five  minateit  paat  Five  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS:  THURSDAY,  20th  JULY  1899. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Ck»ole  Urban  District  Oonncil  Bill— Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 

agreed  to   1357 

Sunderland  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  —As  amended,  considered ;  Amend- 
ments made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  thini  time  I357 

'Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill  [Lords]— Reported, 
without  Amendment  (Provisional  Orders  confirmed) ;  Report  to  he  upon 
the  Table.   Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow   I357 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill  [Lords]— Rejported, 
without  Amendment  (Provisional  Orders  confirmed) ;  Report  to  he  upon 
the  Table.    Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow   1358 

Tramways  Orders  Oonflrmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]— Reported,  without 
Amendment  (Provisional  Orders  confirmed) ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Tabl^  and  to  be  printed.   Bill  to  be  considered  To-morrow   1358 

Wakefield  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  ■  Uanchester  Corporation  Tram- 
ways Bill  [Lords] ;  North-Eastem  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  Wolver- 
hampton Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Fylde  Water  Board  Bill  [Lords]  ■ 
Moss  Side  Urban  District  Council  (Tnunways)  Bill  [Lords]; 
Witbington  Urban  District  Council  (Tnunways)  BillrLoids]' 
Stretford  Urban  District  Council  (Tnunways)  Bill  [Lords];  Hastings 
Harbour  Bill  [Lords]  j  Oystermouth  Bailwav  or  Tramroad  Bui 
[Lords] ;  Le^b-on-Sea  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords] ;  Qreat 
Yarmouth  Water  Bill  [Lords]— Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  Ue  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed   


1368 


PETITIONS. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill — Petition  from  London  and  other  places,  for 

alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1358 

Sale  of  Ini-oxicating  Liquors  to  Ghildbbn — Petition  from  Colne,  for 

alteration  of  Uw ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table   1358 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Bates)  Bill—Petitions  against ;  from  Sunderland,  and 

Halifax;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   135^ 
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Agrarian  OuTUAttES  (Ireland) — Copy  presented, — of  Return  for  the  quarter 

ended  30th  June,  1899  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1359 

Queen's  College  (Galway) — Copy  presented, — of  Report  of  the  President 

for  the  session  1898-9  [by  Command] ;  to  tie  upon  the  Table   1359 

Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act,  1 890 — Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Coimcil  of 
Hth  July,  1899,  entitled,  "  The  China,  Japan,  and  Corea  (Supreme  Court) 
Older  in  Councdl,  1899  "  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1359 

Merchant  Shipping  Actt,  1894 — Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council  of 
Hth  July,  1899,  atmroving  certain  bye-laws  made  by  the  Trinity  House  in 
Kingston-upon-HulI  fixing  the  rates  of  pilotage  between  Hull* and  Goole 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1359 

Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894— Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council  of 
Hth  July,  1899,  sanctioning  a  reduction  made  by  the  Trinity  House  in 
Kingstori-u pen -Hull  of  certain  buoyage  and  beaconage  dues  levied  by  that 
Corporation  between  Hull  and  the  sea  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tal)le  ...  1359 

Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894— Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council  of 
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Malta  (Political  CoNDlTioN)--Retum  presented,  relative  thereto  [Address 

8th  June ;  Mr.  M'lver] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1360 

South  African  Bbfublio — Copy  presented,  of  correspondence  relating  to  the 

Bloemfontein  Conference,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1360 

Trustee  Savings  Banks — Returns  oi-dered,  '*(l)from  each  savings  bank  in 
England  and  \\'^alcs,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the  Channel  Islands,  contain- 
ing, in  columns,  the  names  of  the  officers,  their  respective  salaries,  and 
other  allowances,  if  any ;  the  amount  of  security  each  gives ;  the  annual 
expenses  of  management,  inclusive  of  all  payments  and  salaries,  for  the 
year  ended  the  20th  day  of  November,  1898;  the  rate  per  centum  per 
annum  on  the  capital  of  the  bank  for  the  expmses  of  management ;  the 
rate  of  interest  paid  to  depositors  on  the  various  amounts  of  deposit,  and 
the  average  rate  of  interest  on  all  accounts;  the  nuinl>er  of  accounts 
remaining  open ;  the  total  amount  owing  to  depositors ;  the  total  amount 
invested  with  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt ; 
the  biilaDC0  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  at  the  20th  day  of  KoTember, 
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1898 ;  the  total  amount  of  the  separate  Surplus  Fund  on  the  20th  day  of 
November,  1898  ;  other  assets,  including  estimated  value  of  bank  premises, 
furniture,  etc. ;  the  total  assets ;  the  total  amount  of  Government  Stock 
standing  to  the  credit  of  depositors  :  the  number  and  amount  of  annuities 
granted  ;  and  the  average  cost  of  each  transaction  j  also  the  year  in  which 
business  commenced  in  each  bank,  and  the  name  of  the  day  or  days,  and 
the  number  of  hours  in  the  week,  on  which  the  l>anks  are  open  for  the 
deposit  and  withdrawal  of  moneys ;  including  iii  such  Retuni  a  list  of  all 
such  savings  banks  as,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  26  Vic,  c.  14,  or 
otherwise,  nave  been  closed  and  have  transferred  their  funds,  or  any  part 
thereof,  to  the  Post  Office  Savings  fianks ;  showing,  in  each  case,  the 
number  of  such  banks,  as  well  as  the  numl>er  and  amount  of  depositors' 
accounts  so  transferred,  and  the  amount  of  compensation,  if  uiy,  made  to 
all  or  any  of  the  officers  of  such  banks  respectively ;  and  showing  also  the 
years  in  which  such  banks  were  respectively  opened  and  closet^  and  the 
number  and  amount  of  their  depositors'  balances,  and  the  number  of  days 
and  hours  in  each  week  on  which  the  same  banks  were  open  for  public 
Imsiness  at  the  close  of  the  year  next  preceding  the  date  of  such  closing ; 
distinguishing  the  same,  as  in  the  form  of  the  return,  for  each  separate 
county,  as  well  as  collectively,  for  England  and  Wales,  Scotland,  Ireland, 
and  the  Channel  Islands,  and  for  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  (2)  for  the 
year  ending  the  30th  day  of  November,  1898,  showing  the  total  number 
of  depositors  in  trustee  savings  banks  ;  the  total  number  of  deposits ;  the 
average  sums  paid  in  and  drawn  out ;  the  total  number  of  persons  who 
have  aeposited  in  single  sums  the  entire  amount  allowed  to  be  deposited 
during  the  year  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  254,  of  Session 
1898)."— (Sir  ./i)A»  mUiam  Mnrhire)  1360 

North  Atlantic  Winter  Freeboard — Return  ordered,  of  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  given  Iwfore  a  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  operation  of 
the  North  Atlantic  winter  freeboard  as  prescribed , by  the  Load  Line  Tables, 
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turret-deck  type,  and  to  advise  as  to  the  extension  of  the  present  Load  Line 
Tables  for  steam  vessels  not  ha\'ing  spar  or  awning  decks  (in  continua- 
tion of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  126,  Session  1899)."— (Jfr.  C.  T.  Ritchie.) 
Return  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  uid  to  be  printed. 
[Na  283]   1361 
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Birmingham,  S.)    1364 
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(BUI  284.)   1391 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Tithe  Bent-Oharge  (Bates)  Bill— [Third  Reading]— Order  for  Third 
Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  LahowHien  {Northamp-              The    President   of    the  Board 

ton)    1391          of  Agrictdture    {Mr.  Long, 

Mr.  A  A.  Thamca  {Merihyr                 Liverpool,  West  Derby)  ...  1396 

Tydvil)   1392       Mr.  Lambert   1396 

Mr.  Lambert  {Devon,  South             Mr.  Broadkttrsi  {Leicester)  ...  1398 

Molt<m)   1392 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  oat  the  word  '  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  question  to  odd  the 
words  '  upon  this  day  three  months.'  "—{Mr.  Lambert.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  pu:t  of  the  Question." 

A? 
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vonlXsiriei)   1418 

Mr.  SeatMrKarr  1418 


Mr.  Perks  {Lincolnshire,  Louth)  1421 
Mr.  fTanklyn  {Bradford,  Central)  1425 

Mr.  Uoyd'George   1429 

Major  Bosch  {Essex,  S.E.)  ...  1434 
Sir  H.    Campbell  -  Baimenmn 

{Stirling  Burghs)   1434 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treagury 
{Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Moodier 
ter,E.)   1440 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  182  ;  Noes,  117.    (Division  List,  No.  285.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, — Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drags  Bill — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee), 
further  considered. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pue  6,  line  VJ,  to  leave  out  the  word  'tax,*  and  insert  the  word 
•  thirty.'— ('»>'  Charle*  Omeronj—ittBtead  thereof." 

Question  propoaedy  "  That  the  word  '  ten '  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

Discussion  : — 

The  President  of  the  Board  of 


AgricuUure  {Mr.  Long, 
Liverpool,  Wed  Derby) ...  1447 
Mr.  KOMde  {Cfalway,  N.)  1448 
Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.)  1448 
Mr.  Jeffreys  {Hants,  Basing- 
stoke)   1449 

Question  put. 


Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.) 

Dr.  Clark  {Caithness)  

Mr.  Pickersgill  {Bethnal  Cheen, 

S.W.)  

Captain  Stnelair  {ForfanMr^  ... 
The  SoUeitor'GenercU  (Sir  B.  B. 
FiiUay,  Invenuss  Burghs)  ... 


1449 
1449 

1450 
1450 

1450 


The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  131 ;  Noes,  48.  (Division  List,  Na  286.) 
Amendment  proposed— 

'*  In  pase  5,  line  21,  to  leave  ont  from  '  1887 '  to  end  of  clause,  and  insert  the 
words,  'nnless  he  ahowB  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  before  whom  he  i» 
charged  that  he  purchased  the  article  in  c^nestion  as  margarine,  containing  not 
more  than  10  per  cent,  of  butter  fat,  and  with  a  written  warranty  or  invoice  to 
that  effect ;  tniat  he  had  no  reason  to  believe  at  the  time  when  he  sold  it  that  the 
article  was  other  than  margarine  containing  not  more  than  10  per  cent,  of 
hatter  fat ;  and  that  he  sold  it  in  the  same  stete  as  when  he  purchased  it ;  and 
in  such  case  he  shall  be  discharged  from  the  prosecution,  but  shall  be  liable  to 

eEiy  the  costs  incurred  by  the  prosecutor  unless  ne  shall  have  given  dne  notice  to 
im  that  he  will  rely  upon  the  above  defence.' " — (Mr.  Bartley. ) 

Qnestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  ont  stand  part 
of  theKU." 


Discussion  :— 

SirRB.  Fiaiay  1453 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  {Qlas- 
gow,  Sridgeton)  1464 

Question  pu^  and  agreed  to? 


Mr.  Warner  {Staffordshire,  Lirh- 
field)  1454 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  24,  after  the  wind  *  accordii  -'ly,*  to  insert  the  words  '  Pro- 
vided always,  that  in  any  pmsecntion  under  the  Bale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
for  the  fraudulent  or  illegal  sale  of  margarine,  or  any  compound  thereof,  it  sliall 
be  a  good  defence  to  prove  tliat  the  requirements  of  the  Margarine  Ac^  1887i  as 
amended  fary  tJiis  Act,  had  been  com^led  with.'  "—(Sir  C.  (kmeron.) 

Qaeetion  proposed,  '*  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

DlSCU^ION  :— 

Sir  M.  B.  FitUajf   1456      Sir  Charles  Cameron   1456 

Amendment^  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Another  Amendment  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  39,  to  ineert  the  words,  after  *  type,'  *  with  a  statement 
that  Bueb  nulk  ie  not  suited  for  the  food  of  infant  cliildren.'  "—{Mr.  J.  H.  J<An- 
Hone.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


Discussion:  - 

Mr.  Long  1458 

Sir  B.  B.  Finktp  1469 

Mr,  fFamer   1469 

Mr.    Maddisoa  {Sheffield, 

Brii^Uade)   1460 

Mr.  BarOey  {Islington,  N.)  1461 
Mr.  Stra^eif  {Somersetshire, 

8.)   1461 

Mr.  Hothouse  (Somerset^ire, 

E.)   1462 

Amendment^  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendm^t  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  86»  to  leave  oat  Sab-seeticai  2  of  Clause  16."— (^f*'  i^vitt.) 

be  left  out  to  the  word 


Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman 
{Stirling  Burghs)   

Mr.  T.  P.  CCormr  {iMerpool, 
Scotland)   

Mr.  Kearl^  {Devot^orC) 

Mr.  J.  B.  JohiMtone  {Sussex, 
Horsham)   

Mr.  Hemphill  {Tynme,  N.) 

Mr.  Lough   


1462 

1462 
1463 

1463 
1463 
1463 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to 
'neghgence,'  in  line  39,  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 


Discussion  :— 

SirB.  B.  FifUay   1465 

Mr.  T.  P.  aConnor  ...  1465 
Sir  Charles  Cameron  ...  1467 
Mr.  Stuart  WorOey  {Sheffield, 

HaUam)  1467 

Mr,  Lough  1467 

Chneral  Ooldsworthy  {Hammer' 

mm)   1468 

Mr.  Bobson  {South  Shields)  1468 
Mr.  Orani  Lawson  {Yorks 

KB.,  Thirsk)   1470 


Mr.  PickersgiU  {Bethnal  Green, 

S.W.)   1470 

Mr.  Long   1471 

Mr.  Seely  {Lincoln)   1472 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  {Northumber- 
land, Tyneside)   1473 

Mr.Maddison  1473 

Mr.  Sydney  Gedge  {fFalsall)  ...  1476 
Mr.  Dvtkworth  (Lancashire,  Mid- 

dleton)   1475 

Mr.  Carney  {Lmcashire,Preslwieh)  1476 


Question  pat 

The  House  divided:— Ayes,  186 ;  Noes,  71.   (Division  List,  No.  287.) 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  page  6,  line  42,  after  the  word  "  months,"  to 
insert  the  word»— 

"(3)  Where  a  person  convicted  of  an  offence  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  has  been  within  twelve  months  previously  convicted  of 
another  offence  under  those  Acts  the  Court  may,  u  it  thiaks  fit  and  finds 
that  he  knowingly  and  wilfully  committed  both  those  offences,  order  that 
a  notice  of  the  facts  be  affixed  in  such  form  and  manner  and  for  such 
period,  not  exceeding  twonty-one  days,  as  the  Court  may  order,  to  any 
premises  occupied  by  that  person,  and  that  he  do  pay  the  costs  of  such 
affixing ;  and  if  any  person  obstructs  the  affixing  of  any  such  notice,  or 
removes,  defaces,  or  conceals  the  notice  while  affixed  during  that  period, 
he  shall  for  each  offence  be  liable  on  sunmutry  conviction  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  £5." — {Mr.  Heywood  John^me.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  worda  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  B.  B.  Finlay  U80      Mr.  T.  P.  O'Cotmww   1481 

Mr.  J.  H.  JtAnsm         ...  1481 

Question  put^  and  negatived. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  7,  line  11,  after  the  words  la»t  insetted,  to  insert  the  words, '  (2) 
Any  prasecntion  under  section  twenty -seven  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1875,  may  be  insUtnted  within  twelve  months  from  the  time  when  the  matter  of 
such  proceediugs  arose.' "— -(Jfr.  Joseph  A.  Pease.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  R  B.  Finlay  1482 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pt^e  7,  line  20,  to  leave  out  the  words  from  the  be^niog  of  Clawe  19, 
■  to  the  words  *  a  warranty,'  in  line  23." — {Mr.  J.  A.  Johnstone.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  KU.^ 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Lmg                          1483  Mr.  John  Bums  (Baitersea)     ...  1488 

Mr.  Brynvwr  Jones  {Swansea  General  tawie   {Pembroke  and 

District)    1484  Haverfordwest)   1488 

Sir  Charles  Cameron       ...  1486  Mr.    A.    C.  Hutrvphreys-Owen 

Mr.  Bryce   1486  {Montgomery)   1488 

Sir  B.  B.  Finlay                 1487  Mr.  Alexander  Cross  {QlaagoWt 

Mr.  J,  A.  Pease   1487  Camlachie)  1488 

Mr.  BadeliffiB  Cooke{Hereford)  1488  Mr.  Spker  {Monnouih  Boroughs)  1489 

Question  put. 

The  House  Divided Ayes,  42;  Noes,  119.  (Division  List,  No.  288.) 
Discussion 

Mr.  Bryee  1491      The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

{Mr.   A.  J.   Balfour^  JMan- 
diester^E.)  1491 
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Amendment  proposed  — 

"  Id  page  7,  line  30,  after  tiie  word  '  [Hjrsou,'  to  insert  the  words,  *  Where 
the  defendant  in  a  prosecution  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  DrucB  Acts  has  been 
dischai^ged  under  the  provisions  of  i^ection  2o  of  tliu  iSale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
187<s  or  of  Seodon  7  of  the  Margarine  Act,  1887,  as  respectively  amended  by  this 
Act,  any  proceedings  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  for  giving  the 
wammtv  or  invoice  relied  on  by  the  defendant  in  such  prosecution  nuy  be  taken 
as  well  nefore  a  Court  having  jurisdiction  in  the  place  where  the  article  of  food 
or  drug  to  which  the  warranty  or  invoice  relates  was  purchased  for  analysis  as 
before  a  Court  having  jurisdiction  in  the  place  where  the  wairanty  or  invoice 
was  ^ven.' (Jfr.  Jo«e^  A*  Peau.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  :— 

Sir  Charles  Cameron       ...  U92       Mr.  Long   1492 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— {Sir  (Aarles  Cameron.) 

The  House  divided Ayes,  28 ;  Noes,  113.   (Division  List,  No.  289.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  Une  34,  after  the  word  *  so,'  to  insert  the  words :  '  (3)  Where 
any  article  of  food  is  sold  in  tins  or  bottles  in  which  it  has  been  packed  by  the 
manufacturer,  a  label  affixed  by  the  manufacturer  or  wholesale  dealer  to  such 
tins  or  bottles  setting  forth  the  nature  of  their  contents,  or  a  circular  or  adver- 
tisement setting  forth  the  nature  of  the  contents  of  such  tins  or  bottles,  and 
distributed  along  with  tliem  by  the  manufacturer  or  wholesale  dealer,  Bhall,  for 
the  pnniose  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  be  held  to  constitute  a  war- 
naty.'  —{Sir  CKarlet  Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  :— 

Sir  R.  B.  Finday   1494      Sir  Charles  Cameron   1494 

QuMtion  put. 

The  House  divided Ayes,  30 ;  Noes,  107.   (Division  List,  No.  290.) 

Furthw  consideiation,  as  amended,  deferred  till  Monday  next. 

Greenwich  Hospital — Resolved,  That  the  Statement  of  the  Estimated  Income 
and  Expenditure  of  Greenwich  Hospital  and  Travers'  Foundation  for  the 
year  1899-1900  be  approved~(iifr.  Austen  Chamberlain.)  1496 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  17th  day  of  this  instant  July, 
Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

House  adjooined  ace<»diiigly  at  ten  minutes  before  Two  of  the  dock. 
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Marquess  of  Hkadfort — Petition  of  Geoffrey  Thomas  Marquess  of  Headfort, 
ddiming  a  right  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative  Peers  for 
Ireland ;  read,  and  referred  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  consider  uid  report 
thereupon  to  the  House   1497 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Provisional  Order  Bill— Moved,  "That  the 
Order  of  the  9th  March  last,  'that  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after 
Tuesday,  the  27th  day  of  June  next,'  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  second  time." 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  {The  Earl  of  Morky)   1498 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

nil  read  the  second  time  accordingly. 

Electric  Lightiiuf  Provisional  Order  (No.  20)  Bill— A  witness  ordered 

to  attend  the  Select  Committee       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1498 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No.  20)  Bill— Report  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Gleneak  be  proposed  to  the  House 
as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the  place  of  the 
Lord  Kenyon ;  read,  and  agreed  to  1498 

London  ImproTements  Bill— The  Queen's  Consent  signified ;  and  Bill 

reported  nrom  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments  1498 

Belfost  Oorporation  Bill— Reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 

Amendments  1498 

Beetle  Oorporation  BiU — Reported,  with  Amendments   U98 

Menstone  Water  Bill — Reported,  without  Amendment   1498 

Bradford  Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill— Committee  to  meet  on 

Friday  next  1499 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill— Committee  to 

meet  on  Thursday  next        ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1499 

Uxbridge  and  Rickmansworth  Railway  BiU ;  London,  Walthanurtow, 
and  Epping  Forest  Railway  (No.  2)  Bill— Committee  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  next  I499 

West  Metropolitan  Railway  Bill— Committee  to  meet  on  Monday  next  ...  1499 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Ooast  Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill ; 
Walker  and  Wallsend  Union  Gas  (Electric  Lighting)  Bill— Read 
thu  third  time,  with  the  Amendments;  further  Amendments  made ;  Kll 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons   I499 
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Qreat  Northern  and  Strand  Railway  Bill ;  Oreat  Western  and  Oreat 
Central  Sailwar  Companies  Bill ;  Sonth-Eaatem  and  London, 
Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  Companies  (New  Lines)  Bill— Kead 
the  third  time,  with  the  Amendinents,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons    1499 

Stockport  Corporation  Water  Bill— Read  the  third  time,  with  the 
Amendments ;  further  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons  U99 

Goole  Urban  District  Council  Bill — Returned  from  the  Commons  with 

the  Anwndments  a^^eed  to  1499 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill—House  to  be  in 

Committee  on  Monday  next  1499 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill ;  Local  Oovemment 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill — Read  the  third  time  (according  to 
Order),  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  1500 

Electric  L]|^hting'  Provisional  Orders  (No.  17)  Bill— House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amendment :  Standing  Com- 
mittee negatived  i  and  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next  ...  1600 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Tbeaty  Series,  No.  15  (1899) — Convention  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  France  for  the  delimitation  of  their  respective  possessions  to  the  west 
of  the  Niger,  and  of  their  respective  possessions  and  spheres  of  influence 
to  the  east  of  that  river ;  signed  at  Paris,  14th  June^  1898  ;  together  with 
a  declaration  completing  the  same ;  signed  at  London,  2l8t  March,  1899. 
(Ratifications  exchanised  at  Paris,  13th  June,  1899)    1500 

Queen's   College,  Cork  —Annual  Report   of   the   President,   for  the 

Session  1898-99    1500 

Irish  Land  Cohmission — Report  of  the  Commissioners,  for  the  period  from 

Ist  April,  1898,  to  Slat  March,  1899    1500 

(Government  Laboratory — Report  of  the  Principal  Chemist  of  the  Govern- 
ment Laboratory  upon  the  work  of  the  Laboratory  for  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1899 :  with  Appendices.  Presented  (by  Command),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    ...    ...  1500 

IjONDON  Corporation. — ^Annual  account  of  the  Chamberlain  of  London: 

delivered  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   1500 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Bates)  Bill—  Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday  next — {The 
Earl  of  Selbome).   (No.  177.)    1500 

Small  Houses  (Acqnisition  of  Ownership)  Bill— [3^ni>  Reading]— 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read   1501 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time."  —  {J%e  Earl  of 
Selbame,) 
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Discussion  : — 

The  Marquess  of  Eipon     ...  1505  The  Marquess  of  Londonderry  ...  1517 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry  1507  Lord  Stanley  of  Aldarley         ...  1518 

Ths  Earl  of  Morley        ...  1511       Lord Montaagle   1518 

Lord  Norton    1512  The  Lord  Chane^or  of  Ireland 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley     ...  1514  {Lord  Ashbourne)    1519 

Lord  Stanley  of  AlderUy  ...  1517       Earl  Spencer    1520 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Tuesday  next. 

Seats  for  ffiiqp  Assistants  Bill — [Third  Reading.] — Order  of  the  Day  for 

the  Third  Beading  read   1520 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  thethird  time."— (TAe  Dvke  of  WeO- 
minster.) 

Discussion 

The  Earl  of  fVemyss        ...  1520       The  Lord  President  of  the  Council 

{The  Duke  of  Devonshire)    ...  1532 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out '  now,*  and  add  at  the  end  of  the  motion  Hhis  day  three 
months.'"— The  Lord  Wemyss  {E.  Wemym). 

On  Question,  whether  the  word  "  now  "  shall  stand  part  of  the  motion, 
resolved  in  the  affirmative ;  Bill  read  the  third  time  accordingly,  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

University  of  London  Act  (1898)  Amendment  Bill— [Second  Heading]— 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Beading  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." — {The  Lord  Presideni 

of  the  Council.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  be  read  a  seocmd  time  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 


QUESTIONS. 

Bborgamisation  of  the  Education  Office. 

The  Earl  of  Morley         ...  1524       Tlie  Lord  Premleiit  of  the  Council 
TheMarqaessof  Eipon     ...  1526         {The  Dvke  of  Deimshire)    ...  1527 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley  1630 

House  adjoomed  at  twenty  mintttes  liefwe  Seven  of  Uie  clock. 
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haven Corporation  Kll  [Lordsj—As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time        1531 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill— Lords  Amendments 

considered,  and  agreed  to     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...   1532 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill  [Lords]— Bead  the  third 

time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment       ...       ...    ...  1532 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]— As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Mont^y  next   1532 

Qreat  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford.  Limerick,  and  Western 
Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  Bill— Reported  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick, 
and  Western  Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  and  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Railway  Bills  [Preamble  not  proved].  Rep(H*t  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printecl.  Minutes  of  JProceedings  to  be  printeo.  [No. 
290]   1532 

PETITIOm 

Elementary  Education  (Defective  and  Epileptic  Children) — Petiticm 

of  the  Childhood  Society,  for  legislation ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1532 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act,  1845— Petitions  for  alteration  of 

law— From  Eastwood,  and  Tyrie ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1532 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill— Fetation  from  Warrington, 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1532 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c, 

Malta  (Political  Condition) — Retum  [presented  20th  July]  to  be  printed. 

[No.  287]   1532 

Queen's  College,  Cork — Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  President  for 
the  Session  1898-9,  with  Appendices  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  1633 

Irish  Land  Commission — Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
for  the  period  from  1st  April  1898  to  3lBt  March  1899  [by  Command]  \  to 
lie  upon  the  Table   1533 
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Treaty  Series  (No.  15,  1899) — Copy  presented,  of  Convention  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  France  !or  the  Delimitation  of  their  respective 
Possessions  to  the  West  of  the  Niger,  and  of  their  respective  Possessions 
and  Spheres  of  Influence  to  the  £»it  of  that  River.  Signed  at  Paris,  1 4th 
June  1898.  Together  with  a  Declaration  completing  the  same.  Signed  at 
London,  21st  March  1899.  Batifications  exchanged  at  Paris,  13^  June 
1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1533 

GrOVERNMENT  LABORATORY — Copy  presented, — of  Report  of  the  Principal 
Chemist  upon  the  work  of  the  Government  Laboratory  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March  1899,  with  Appendices  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  1633 

Civil  Service  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1899-1900>~E8timate  presented, 
of  the  Further  Sums  required  to  be  voted  for  the  Service  of  the  year 
ending  31st  March  1900  [by  Command] ;  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  to  be  printed.   (No.  288.)    1633 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House : — 

Chamber  of  London — Annual  Accounts  of  the  Chamberlain  of  London  for 

the  year  1898  [by  Act] ;  to  be  printed.    (No.  289.)    ...  1533 

Metropolitan  Gas  Companies — Ordered,  That  the  Select  Committee  on 
Metropolitan  Gas  Companies  have  leave  to  sit  To-morrow,  notwithstanding 
the  Adjournment  of  the  House. — {Sir  James  Sankin.)   1533 

Seamen  and  Marines  (Pensions) — Return  ordered,  showing — 

A.  — Ni;ml>er  of  Seamen  and  Marines,  according  to  the  latest  returns,  in 
receipt  of  the  5d.  a  day  Greenwich  Age  Pension,  and  of  those  eligible 
on  account  of  age  and  character,  but  who  have  not  yet  been  awarded 
it ;  to  include  men  pensioned  for  life  on  account  of  injury  or  dis- 
ability. 

B.  — Number  of  seamen  and  marines,  according  to  the  latest  returns,  in 
receipt  of  the  increased  age  pension  of  9d.  a  day,  and  of  those  eligiUe 
on  account  of  age  (viz.,  66)  and  character,  but  who  have  not  yet  be^ 
awarded  it. 

C.  — ^Total  annual  cost  of  pensions  in  force   £ 

Capitalised  estimated  value  of  the  pensions  in  force,  supposing 
them  to  represent  2f  per  cent,  on  a  sum  invested  in  Govern- 
ment Securities   ...  £ 

D. — ^Estimated  annual  <^ial  cost  of  paying  such  pensions  ...  £ 

K — Approximate  number  of  seamen  and  marines  who  entered  before 
1878,  when  the  number  of  age  pensions  was  by  Order  in  Council  limited 
to  7,500,  and  the  approximate  years  in  which  they  will  attain  the  age 

of  66  ;— 


1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 


1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
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F. — Avraaga  number  of  deaths  durii^  the  past  three  years  unongst  the 
pensioiiers  in  receipt  of  the  age  and  increased  age  pensions."— (£on2 
CharUs  Bensford.)  1533 

London  (Equalisation  of  Bates)  Act,  1894  (Accounts  under  Section  1  (7) 
of  the  Act) — ^Batum  ordered,  "  showins,  according  to  the  Accounts  for 
the  twelve  months  preceding  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1899,  furnished  to 
the  Local  GoTemment  Board  under  Section  1  (7)  of  the  London  (EquaUsar 
tion  of  Rates)  Act,  1894, — (1)  The  sanitary  authorities  to  whom  payments 
under  the  Act  were  made  in  the  year  by  the  London  County  Council ;  (2) 
The  total  amount  of  the  sums  so  paid  to  every  such  authority ;  The 
tottd  amount  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  every  such  authority  (a)  under 
the  Public  Health  (London)  Act,  1891  (including  expenses  of  scavenging 
street) ;  (6)  in  respect  of  Ughting ;  and  {c)m  respect  of  streets  (other  uian 
the  expenses  of  scavenging);  and  (4)  The  amount  expended  by  each 
authorithy  under  each  of  the  above  headings  out  of  the  sums  pud  to  such 
authority  under  the  Act"-- (Jfr.  T.  W.  RiuseU.)   1535 

Local  Taxation  Licences,  1898-9 — Return  ordered,  "of  the  amount  re- 
ceived in  respect  of  each  administrative  county  and  county  borough  in 
England  and  Wales  for  Local  Taxation  Duties  and  Penalties,  under  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1888,  in  the  year  ended  the  3l8t  day  of  March, 
1899."— (Jfr,  T.  W.  BusseU.)  1535 

Poor  Beuef  (England  and  Wales— Return  ordered,  "  of  Statement  of  the 
amount  expended  for  In-maintenance  and  Out-door  Relief  in  Engkuid  and 
Wales  durmg  the  half-year  ended  Lady  Day,  1899:"  "Ajid  similar 
Statement  for  the  half-year  ending  Michaehnas,  1899."— (jifn  T.  fV, 
SusseU.)    1635 

Local  Taication  (England)  Account,  1898-9— Return  ordered,  "showing, 
in  respect  of  the  financial  year  ended  the  3Ist  day  of  March,  3899  (1)  the 
total  amount  of  the  Local  Taxation  Licenses  and  Estate  Duty  paid  into 
the  Local  Taxation  (England)  Account,  and  the  amounts  paid  out  of  such 
Licenses  and  Estate  Dnty  to,  or  on  behalf  of,  the  council  of  each  adminis- 
trative county  and  county  borough  ;  (2)  the  amounts  paid  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties  to  each  pdice 
authority  in  aid  of  police  pension  funds  ;  and  (3)  the  amounts  paid  out  of 
the  residue  of  the  proceedis  of  those  Duties  to  the  council  of  each  adminis- 
trative county  and  county  borough." — (Jfr.  T.  W.  Russell.)   I535 

Flhfts  (Great  Britain  and  Foreign  Countries)— Return  ordered,  "  show- 
ing the  Fleets  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Russia,  Germany,  Italy,  United 
States  of  America,  and  Japan,  distinguishing  :  Battleships,  built  and  build- 
ing ;  Cruisers,  built  and  building ;  Coast  Defence  Vessels,  built  and 
building;  Torpedo  Vessels,  Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers,  ami  Torpedo 
Boats,  built  and  building." 

"  Return  to  show  date  of  launch,  displacement,  and  armaments  reduced 
to  one  common  scale  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  206,  of 
Session  1898)."— (S»r  Charles  DWce.)  1536 

QUESTIONS. 

Royal  Marine  Artillery  Examinations— Question,  Sir  J.  Golomb 
(Great  Yarmouth) ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  G.  J. 
Goechen,  St.  George's,  Hanover-square)   1636 

Training  Ship  to  Visit  Stornoway— Question,  Mr  Weir  (Ross  and 
Cromarty);  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  G.  J. 
Goschen,  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square)   ,  -  ■  i„  I537 
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Sugar  for  the  Navy— Question,  Colonel  Milward  (Warwick,  Stratford- 
on-Avon) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Macartney, 
Antrim,  S.)   1538 

Volunteer  Sergeant  Instuuctors  and  Rbcruitinq— Question,  Mr. 
Amold-Forster  (Belfast,  iW.) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)   1539 

Winchester  Rifle  Range— Question,  Mr.  Myers  (Winchester) ;  Answer, 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for   War  (Mr.    Wyndham,  Dover) .. .  1539 

Enlistments  into  the  Army  and  Militia— Question,  General  Russell 
(Cheltenham);  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
Wyndham,  Dover)   1539 

Military  Establishments— Question,  General  Russell  (Cheltenham) ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  A\'ar  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover)  1540 

Ransoms  Paid  to  BrigaKds— Question,  Mr.  Picrpoint  (Warrington) ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Air.  Brwirick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)   1540 

Toulon  Magazine  Explosion— Question,  Admiral  Field  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  1541 

Parliamentary  Papers— Samoa — Alaska  Boundary  Dispute — Question, 
Mr.  Davitt  (M^o,  S.) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Aibirs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  1541 


The  Ramsgate  Harbour  Mastership — Questions,  Lord  Charles  Beresford 
(York),  and  Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent,  Thanet) ;  Answers,  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)   1543 

Boy  Sailors  for  the  Navy  and  Mercantile  Marine— Question,  Sir 
Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) ;  Answer,  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)   1542 

School  Registers  in  Scotland — Question,  Mr.  Crombie  (Kincardineshire) ; 

Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  ...  1543 

Minor  Lighthouses  and  Bridges  in  Scotland— Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Ross 
and  Cromarty)  j  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Miuray, 
Buteshire)   1543 

Portmahomack  Harbour — Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty);  Answer, 
t     The  Ijord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  ...       ...       ...  1544 

Peddieston  School  Water  Supply — Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and 
Cromarty) ;  Answer,  The  Ijord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray, 
Buteshire)   1544 

Stornoway  Prison — Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Ross  land  Cromarty);  Answer, 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  1544 

Poor  Relief  in  Scotland— Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty); 

Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)         ...  1645 

Deer  Forest  Return — Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) ;  Answer, 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire  )  154.!> 

Goats  and  Tuberculosis — Question,  Mr.  Stephens  (Middlesex,  Hornsey) ; 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Boiud  of  Agriculture  (Mr.  hong,  Liverpool, 
W^^Porbj^)    15*6 
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Thb  Mental  Condition  of  Convicts— Question,  Mr.  Yoxall  (Nottinghamshire, 
W.) ;  Answer,  The  Secreta^  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool)   1546 

Cottage  Homes  Select  GoiiBnTrEE--Question,  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  (Northumber^ 
land,  Tyneside) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Locd  Government  Board 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Tyrone,  S.)   1547 

Edinburgh  Castle— Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) ;  Answer,  The 

First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  1547 

Volunteers  in  the  Postal  Service — Question,  Mr.  Steadman  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepnm) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)   1647 

Ilkeston  Postmen's  Grievances — Question,  Mr.  Steadman  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney);  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)   1548 

Norwich  Postmen's  Stripes — Question,  Mr.  Steadman  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Han- 
bury, mston)   1548 

The  Kingstown  Newsman — Questions,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  (Kerry,  W.), 
and  Mr.  Davitt  (Mayo,  S.);  Answers,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)   ...  1549 

Letterfrack  Letter  Deliveries — Question,  Mr.  O'Malley  (Galway,  Conne- 
mara) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston)   1550 

Waring  Street  Post  Office,  Belfast — Question,  Mr.  Macaleese  (Mona- 
ghan,  N.) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Hanbury,  Preston)   1550 

Agricultural  Teaching  in  Irish  Schooi-s— Question,  Mr.  O'Malley  (Gal- 
way, Connemara) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr,  6.  W. 
BaUour,  Leeds,  Central)   1551 

The  Irish  Language  in  Irish  Schools— Question,  Mr.  O'Malley  (Galway, 
Connemara) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)  1552 

The  Grenadier  Guards — Question,  Sir  J.  Fergiisson  (Manchester,  N.E.) ; 
Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Mr.  J.  Powell 
Williams  (Birmingham,  S.)  1552 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Statement — The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, £.) 

Message  from  tub  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill,  with  an  Amendment.  Baker  Street  and 
Waterloo  Railway  Bill ;  Stockport  Corporation  Bill ;  Derby  Corporation 
Tramways,  &c..  Bill,  with  Amendments.  Amen{inont8  to  Metropolis 
Mani^ement  Acts  Amendment  (Bye-Laws)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Greenock  and 
Port  Glasgow  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment   1553 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill— Lords  Amendment  to 

^  1^  f9nsic^red  on  Monday  next    ...       ...      ...      ...      ..*      •••  \^^^ 
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OommoiUt  and  Open  Spaces  Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 

second  time  upon  Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  285]  1554 

Ancient  Monuments  Protection — Bill  to  amend  the  Ancient  Monuments 
Protection  Acts,  Ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Lord  Balcarres,  Sir  John 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  Carson,  and  Sir  John  Stirling- 
Maxwell   1554 

Trade  Marks — Bill  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  Law  relating  to  Trade 
Marks,  Ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Moulton,  Mr.  Butcher,  Mr. 
Mr.  Kearley  and  Mr.  Provand   1554 

Ancient  Monuments  Protection  Bill — "  To  amend  the  Ancient  Monuments 
Protection  Acts,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday  next,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  286]   1554 

Tnide  Marks  Bill — "  To  amend  and  consolidate  the  Law  relating  to  Trade 
Marks,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  road  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday  next^  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  287]   1S54 


PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 
SUPPLY— [20th  Allotted  Day]— Considered  in  Committee. 

Navy  Estimaxis,  1899-1900. 

1.  Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£6,601,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  expense  of  the 
Contract  Work  Tot  Shipbuilding,  B«pairs,  &c.,  which  will  (»>me  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1900." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £6,600,000,  be  granted  for  the  said  service." — 
{Mr.  WiUwm,  Allan.) 


Discussion  : — 

The  First  Lord  of  the 
AdmiraUy  {Mr.  Ooschen, 
St.    Q&trge%  Hamver- 

sgmre)  1559 

'  5tr  Fortescue  FUmnery  (  York- 
shire,  Shipley)  1560 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Discussion  : — 

Lord  Charles  Beresford 
(rark)  1567 

Mr.  WilUam  Allan  (Gates- 
head)  1667 

Lm-d  Charles  Beresford    ...  1567 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  {Qlmieester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  1569 

Mr.  Penn  {Lewisham)     ...  1569 

Mr.  Edmund  Itobertson 
(Dundee)   1671 

Mr.  David  Maclvor  (Liver- 
pool, Kirkdale)   1572 

JIfr.  Gibson  Bou^  (Ljpm 
Regis)  1573 

Mr.  Ooschen   1574 

Mr.  Jf^miuind  £obfrt^    ...  1^74 


Mr.  Ooschen   

Sir  U.  Katf-Shuttletoorth 
eosAtre,  Clitheroe) 


(Lan- 


1563 
1664 


Commandei-  Bethell  {Yorkshire, 

E.K,  Holdemess)    1578 

Mr.  0.  H.  Wilson  (Hull,  H^.)   ...  1581 
Sir  John  Cobmb  {Great  Yar- 
mouth)   1682 

Sir  U.  KayMutUeworth         ...  1682 

Sir  Elliott  Lees  (Birlmhead)    ...  1583 

Lord  Charles  Beresford   1 583 

Sir  Charles  DUke    1585 

Mr.  Ooschen     ...    1585 

Comrmnder  Bethell    1588 

Mr.  Ooschen    1588 

The  Secretary  to  the  AdmiraUy 

(Mr.  Macarttiey,  Antrinty  S.)  1589 

Mr.  Edmmd  Bobertson   1590 

Mr.  Macartneff   ...  I990 
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Question  put,  and  agreed  ta 

2.  £3,799,000,  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  &o. — Materiel. 

3.  £2,417,000.  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Miuntenaneo,  &c — Personnel. 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  E.  J.  C.  Morton  {Dmm- 


Page 


port)   1591 

Mr.  Kearley  {Demnport)  ...  1591 
SirJ.Baker(Pmismotah)...  1593 
ViscomtCranbitrmfJiocJieshr)  1594 
Mr.   Barnes  {Kent,  Faver- 

sham)   1594 

The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty {Mr.  Austen  Charrir 
berlain,  JVorcestershire,E.)  1595 

Vote  agreed  to. 


Mr.  Kearley    ..  1596 

Mr.  Aimten  Chamberlain  ...  1597 
Mr.  B.  J.  C.  Morttm         ...  1598 

Mr.  Goschen   1599 

Mr.  Maddison-  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)   1599 

Admirat  Field    {Sussex,  East- 
bourne)  1600 

Mr.  Maddison  1600 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£261,600,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
Admiralty  Office,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  yeur 
ending  on  the  Slat  March  1900." 


Discussion  : — 

Mr.  DilUm  {Mayo,  E.)      ...  1601 

Mr.  Austen  CfuiT/d)erlain  ...  1602 

Mr.  DilUm   1602 

Sir  Fortescue  Flannery     ...  1603 

Lord  Charles  Beresford     ...  1603 

Admiral  Fidd    1604 

Mr.  Clough  (Portsmouth)  ...  1605 

Mr.  E.  J.  a  Morton       ...  1606 

Sir  Charles  Dilke   1606 

Sir  J.  Colomb    1606 

Motion  made  imd  Question  proposed — 


Mr.  Goschen   1608 

Mr,  Steadman  {Tower  Hamlets, 

Stepney)   1609 

Mr.  Harwood  (Bolton)  1609 

Mr.  Power  (fFaterford,  E.)  ...  1611 
Mr.  If^eir  (koss  and  Cromarty)...  1612 

Mr.  Goschen   1613 

Mr.  Pmver   1613 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)   1613 


**  That  a  tmm,  not  exceeding  £261,500,  be  granted  for  the  said  Service."— 
{Mr.  Weir.) 

Mr.  Goschen   1614 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Origimd  Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Army  Estimatis,  1899-1900 — Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  £248,300,  be  granted  to  Hor  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Charge  for  the  Samries  and  Miscellaneous  Charges  of  the  War  Office,  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1900." 


Discussion  : — 

Mr.Amold-Forster(Belfast,fF.)lGU 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham, 

Dover)  1618 

Mr.  Amold-Forster  ...  1618 
Sir  Charles  DiUce  1623 
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General  JiusseU  (Cheltenham)  ...  1628 
Captain  Norton  (Nemngton,  W.)  1632 
Captain  Bagot  (Ir  tstmorland.  Ken- , 

dal)  1636 

Mr.  Pirie  (Aberdeen,  N.)        ...  1638 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  Tliat  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £248,500,  be  granted  for  the  sud  service."— 

(Mr.  Pirie.) 

Discussion  : — 

Colmcl      Kenyan  ■  SUtney  The.  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Shropshire,  Newpmi)   ...  1640  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manche&- 

Mr.  Wyndham    1642         ter,  E.)   1651 

Sir    John   Colomb   (Great  Sir    H.  Campbell-Bannemum 

Yarmmdh)    1646  (Stirling  Burghs)   1652 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  Tliat  tlie  Cluurman  do  report  I*rogres8 ;  and  ask  leave  to  sit  a^sain." — 

(Mr.  Balfmtr. ) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Dilhm...       ...       ...  1653  Mr.  Chanmng  (Northamj^ondm-et 

Colonel   Brookfield  (Snssex,  E.)  1664 

Bye)                              1653  Mr.  IFanur  {Staffordskire,  Lick- 
Mr.  A.  J.  Bal/our               1653         >W)  1654 

Mr.  Amold-Forster         ...  1654 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  ; — Ayes,  68  ;  Noes,  6.    (Division  List,  No.  291.) 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  also  report 
progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  17th  day  of  this  instant  July, 
Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Honse  adjourned  accordingly  at  five  minutes  after  One  of  the  clock. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

{AUTHORISED  EDITION) 

IN  THE 

FIFTH   SESSION   of    the    TTFENTYSIXTH   PARLIAMENT    or  the 
United  Kingdom  of  GREAT   BRITAIN  and  IRELAND,  appointed 

TO  BIKKT  THE  7tH  FEBRUARY  1899,  IN  THE  G2ND  YeAR  OF  THE  REIRN  OF 

HER   MAJESTY    QUEEN    VICTOKIA.  . 
NINTH   VOLUME   OF   SESSION  1899. 


ERRATA 

(Vou  LXXIV.) 

Pkee  219  lines  40-44,  Tead  "  I  find  that  of  all  the  boys  discharged  from 
KefoTiMtory  and  Industrial  achoola  during  the  years  1894-96-96,  there  were  known 
in  1897  to  be  in  the  Army,  1,343;  the  Navy,  344;  and  the  Mercantile  Manne, 
959." 

Page  219,  lino  45,  after  "rose,"  ins/^rt  "in  1898." 

Page  219.  line  50,  read  "school  ships  in  1896,  out  of  703  boys  discharged,  382." 


S  'I  hc  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
1  Table. 

^  DUBLIN  CORPOUATION  BILL. 

^      A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 

Committee. 

p       STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 

ISUADFOIll)  TRAMWAYS  AND  IM- 
"I  FitOVEMENT  BILL. 

1      Reports  of  Her  Majesty's  Attorney- 

^  (xeneral,  receivai,  and  oi-doral  to  lie  on 

c  the  Table. 

IU:RY  CORPORATION  BILL.  fU.L-l 
BURY  COI'OKATION  WATER  BILL. 
[H.L.] 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

WORCESTER  COUNTY  COUNCIL  HILL. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  infonued 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
wafl  withdrawn  :  The  Oniers  made  on  the 
30th  of  June  last  and  on  Tuesday  last 
discharged ;  and  Bill  committed. 

AYR  BUIUill  BILL. 

AVOKINC;  WATER  AND  CAS  B1IX. 

Reportjfl,  with  Amendments. 
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Ainc    AAU    i;Al.ui!.n  MAVIUATION 
BILL. 

Read  3",  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 
MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  3",   with  the  Amendments ;  a 
further  Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 
LEITH  HARBOUR  AND   DOCKS  BILL. 

l£ead  3",  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

SMALL     HOUSES     (ACQUISITION  OF 
OWNEItSmi')  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons. 

YORKE  ESTATE  BILL.  [H.L.] 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

BARRY  RAILWAY  BILL. 

KENSINGTON    AND    NOTTING  HILL 
ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY (NEW  RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY (VARIOUS  POWERS)  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agre<^ly^.^^„^GoOg[e 


3  Poor  I/iw  Arts 


{LORDS} 


Aimndmmt  Bill. 
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COBIIAM  GAS  ItlLL.  [H.L.] 
STKETFORD  GAS  BILL.    [HL  ] 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments  :  the  said  Amendments 
consi<lered,  .iiid  agreed  to. 

DUBLIN  COUPOUATION  KILL. 
Messa'^o  to  the  Commons  for  leave  for 
Thomas  Wallace  Russell,  Esquire  (a  Mem- 
ber), to  attend  the  Select  Committee. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  4)  lllLL. 

House  to  l>e  in  Committee  on  Tuesday 
next. 


IlETURNS,  REPOJITS,  d-c. 


ROYAL  NIGER  COMPANY. 
1882-1893.  '  Notes  on  the  Niger  Dis- 
trict and  Niger  Coast  Protectorates. 

1885,  5th  June.  Notification— British 
Protectorate  over  Niger  Districts. 

1886,  10th  July.  Royal  Charter— "  Na- 
tional African  Company." 

1887, 18th October.  Notification— British 
Protectorate  over  Niger  Districts, 
"National  African  Company,"  now 
called  "  Royal  Niger  Company." 

1884-1892.  List  of  Treaties— National 
Africa  Company  and  lioyal  Niger 
Company  with  Native  Chiefs. 

189.3,  13th  May.  Notification--"  Oil 
Rivers  Protectorate "  to  be  called 
the  "Niger  Coast  Protectorate." 

Royal  Niger  Company  Balance  Sheets — 
Balance  Sheets  of  the  Itoyal  Niger 
Company  for  each  year  from  1887  to 
1898  inclusive. 

Niger  Government  (Accounts) — State 
meuts  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure 
from  1887  to  1898  inclusive. 

TKADE  REPORTS— ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.  2309.  Spain  (Barcelona  and  Dis- 
trict). 

No.  2310.  Austria-Hungary  (L'iume). 

No  2311.  Itfdy  (Province  of  Lecce). 

SALMON    AND    FRESHWATER  FISH- 
ERIES (ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

Thirty-eighth  Annual  lieport  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Fisheries  (for  1898). 

SEA  FISHERIES  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES). 

Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  In- 
spectors (for  1898). 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


SCIENCE  AND  ART  DEPARTMENT. 

Minutes  of  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education,  sanctioning  the  subjects  to  be 
taught  under  Clause  8  of  the  Technical 
Instruction  Act,  1889,  for  counties  of — 
Worcester  (fifth  minute) ;  Salop  (fourth 
minute) ;  Rutland  (fourth  minute) ;  and 
county  boroughs  of — South  Shields  (third 
minute) ;  Limerick  (sixth  minutf) ;  Lime- 
rick (seventh  minute). 

INDIA  (LOANS  RAISED  IN  INDIA). 

I^timi  of  all  loans  raised  in  India 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Acts  of  Par- 
liament chargeable  on  the  revenues  of 
India  outstamling  at  the  commencement 
of  the  half-year  ended  on  the  31st  March 
1899,  with  the  rates  of  interest  and  total 
amount  payable  thereon,  &c.: 

liiiid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act)  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

MARRIAGES  VALIDITY  (No.  2)  BILL 
[H.L.] 

A  Bill  to  remove  doubts  as  to  the 
validity  of  certain  marriages — Was  pre- 
sented by  the  Lord  Maenaghton  ;  i"ead  3"; 
to  be  printed  ;  and  t«  bo  i-ead  2"  on  Mon- 
day next.  (No.  1.^7). 
POOR  LAW  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL 
[H.L.] 

House  in  Committee  (acconling  to  Or- 
der). 

Clause  1  : — 

*LoRT)  HARRIS  :  The  noble  Eari  oppo- 
site (the  I'iarl  of  Kimberley)  raise<l  a 
question  the  other  day  as  to  the  wi.sdoni 
of  the  expreasion  "parent"  in  Clause  1. 
The  noble  Earl  pointe<l  out  that  though 
one  parent  might  have  misbehaveil,  the 
other  parent  nii^ht  be  well  behaved,  and 
bo  questioned  the  desirability  of  taking 
any  right  away  from  the  latter  parent.  I 
am  advised  the  Local  Government 
Board  that  the  mtcntion  and  the  elfect  of 
the  Bill  certainly  is  to  take  away  only 
the  powers  of  the  parent  who  is  described 
in  this  suJj-scction.  Your  Lonlships  will 
observe  that,  under  Section  1,  tbe 
guanlians  may  at  any  time  resolve  that, 
until  the  child  roaches  the  age  of  1 8  years, 
all  rights  and  powers  of  the  pareiit — that 
is,  of  course,  the  parent  who  hjxs  misbe- 
haved— in  respect  of  tbe  child  shall,  sub- 
ject, as  in  the  Act  mentioned,  vest  in  the 
guardians.  If,  however,  there  is  any 
doubt  on  the  iwint,  the  Local  Govoni- 
ment  Board  will  Im)  prepared  in  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  to  put  iu  words  to  make 
the  cfTect  clear. 
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Private  Bill  Btusbiess. 
HOUSE   OF  LOKDS. 

Thursday,  Gih  July  1899. 


{6  July  1899} 


Private  Bill  Business. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  ParliamentB 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  been  complied  with  : — 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  6.) 

And  the  Certificate  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  nave  been  complied  with : — 

WARRINGTON  CORPORATION. 
The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 

BRADFORD  TRAMWAYS  AND  IM- 
PROVEMENT BILL. 

Reports  of  Her  Majesty's  Attorney- 
General,  received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table. 

BURY  CORPORATION  BILL.  fH-L.] 

BURY  COPORATION  WATER  BILL. 
[H.L.] 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 


I  WORCESTER  COUNTY  COUNCIL  BILL. 


The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn  :  The  Orders  made  on  the 
30th  of  Jime  last  and  on  Tuesday  last 
discharged ;  and  Bill  committed. 

AYR  BURGH  BILL. 

WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 
Beported,  with  Amendments. 

LINCOLN  AND  EAST  COAST  RAILWAY 
AND  DtK'K  BILL. 

Reported}  with  Amendment. 
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IONIAN  BANK  BILL. 
Reported,  without  Amendments. 

MIDLAND  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments. 

MILLWALL  DOCK  BILL. 
Moved,  that  the  Order  made  on  the  9th 
day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Private  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday 
the  27th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  read  2" ;  agreed 
to ;  and  Bill  read  2"  accordingly. 

AIRE    AND    CALDER  NAVIGATION 
BILL. 

Read  3",  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 
Read  3',   with  the  Amendments;  a 
further  Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

LEITH  HARBOUR  AND   DOCKS  BILL. 

Read  3",  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

SMALL    HOUSES    (ACQUISITION  OF 
OWNERSHIP)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons. 

YORKE  ESTATE  BILL.  [H.L.] 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

BARRY  RAILWAY  BILL. 

KENSINGTON    AND    NOTTING  HILL 
ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY (NEW  RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY (VARIOUS  POWERS)  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

COBHAM  GAS  BILL.  [H.L.] 

STRETFORD  GAS  BILL.  [H.L.]' 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments  :  the  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Message  to  the  Commons  for  leave  for 
Thomas  Wallace  Russell,  Esquire  (a  Mem- 
ber), to  attend  the  Select  Committee. 

A 
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Poor  Law  Ads 


{LORDS} 


Amendment  BUI, 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  4)  BILL. 

House  to  be  in  Committee  on  Tuesday 
next. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dr. 


.ROYAL  NIGER  COMPANY. 
1882-1893.    Notes  on  the  Niger  Dis- 
trict and  Niger  Coast  Protectorates. 

1885,  5th  June.  Notification — British 
Protectorate  over  Niger  Districts. 

1886.  10th  July.  Royal  Charter— «  Na- 
tional African  Company." 

1887, 18th  October.  Notification-British 
Protectorate  over  Niger  Districts, 
"National  African  Company,"  now 

.  called  "Royal  Niger  Company." 

1884-1892.  List  of  Treaties— National 
Africa  Company  and  Royal  Niger 
Company  with  Native  Chiefs. 

'  1893,  13th  May.  Notification—"  Oil 
Rivers  Protectorate "  to  be  called 
tixe  "  Niger  Coast  Protectorate." 

Royal  Niger  Company  Balance  Sheets — 
Balance  Sheets  of  the  Royal  Niger 
Company  for  each  year  from  1887  to 
1898  inclusive. 

Niger  Government  (Accounts) — State- 
ments of  Revenue  and  Expenditure 
from  1887  to  1898  inclusive. 

TRADE  REPORTS-ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.  2309.  Spain  (Barcelona  and  Dis- 
trict). 

No.  2310.  Austria-Hungary  (Fiume). 
No  2311.  Italy  (Province  of  Lecce). 

SALMON  AND  FRESHWATER  FISH- 
ERIES (ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

Thirty-eighth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Inspectors  ^  Fisheries  (for  1898). 

SEA  FISHERIES  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES). 

Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  In- 
spectors (for  1898). 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SCIENCE  AND  ART  DEPARTMENT. 

Minutes  of  Committee  of  Council  oh 
Education,  Mnctioning  the  subjects  to  be 
taa|^  under  Clause  8  of  the  Technical 
Instruction  Act,  1889,  for  countite  of — 


Worcester  (fifth  minute) ;  Salop  (fourth 
minute)  ;  Rutland  (fourth  minute)  ;  and 
county  boroughs  of — South  Shields  (third 
minute) ;  Limerick  (sixth  minute) ;  Lime- 
rick (seventh  minute). 

INDIA  (LOANS  RAISED  IN  INDIA). 

Return  of  all  loans  raised  in  Indi& 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Acts  of  Par- 
liament chargeable  on  the  revenues  of 
India  outstanding  at  the  commencement 
of  the  half-year  ended  on  the  Slst  March 
1899,  with  the  rates  of  interest  and  total 
amount  payable  thereon,  &c. : 


Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant 
Act)  uid  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


to 


MARRIAGES  VALIDITY  (No.  8)  BILL 
[H.L.] 

A  Bill  to  remove  doubts  as  to  the 
validity  of  certain  marriages — Was  pre- 
sented by  the  Lord  Macnagnten  ;  read  3*; 
to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on  Mon- 
day next.    (No.  157). 

POOR  LAW  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILI. 
[H.L.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  Or^ 
Clause  1 

*LoRD  HARRIS :  The  noble  Eari  oppo- 
site (the  Earl  of  Kimberley)  raised  a 
question  the  other  day  as  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  expression  "parent"  in  Clause  1. 
The  noble  Earl  pointed  out  that  though 
one  parent  might  have  misbehaved,  the 
other  parent  might  be  well  behaved,  and 
he  questioned  the  desirability  of  taking 
any  right  away  from  the  latter  parent.  T 
am  advised  b^  the  Local  Government 
Board  that  the  mtention  and  the  effect  of 
the  Bill  certainly  is  to  take  away  only 
the  powers  ci  the  parent  who  is  described 
in  this  subjection.  Your  Lordships  will 
observe  that,  under  Section  1,  the 
guardians  may  at  any  time  resolve  that^ 
until  the  child  reaches  the  age  of  18  years* 
all  rights  and  powers  of  the  parent — that 
is,  of  course,  toe  parent  who  has  misbe- 
haved— in  respect  of  the  child  shall,  sub- 
ject, as  in  the  Act  mentioned,  vest  in  the 
suard^ns.  If,  however,  there  is  any 
doubt  on  the  point,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  will  bo  prepured  in  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  to  put  in  words  to  make 
the  effect  clear. 
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6        Private  Bill  Budness, 


{6  July  1899} 


Primte  BUI  Business. 


The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  One  or 
two  Amendments  have  been  suggested  to 
me,  and  I  have  informed  the  noble  Lord 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  of  them,  but  I  think 
they  will  be  more  conveniently  dealt  with 
in  the  Standing  Committee.  I  will  not, 
therefore,  trouble  the  House  with  any 
observations  at  this  stage. 

Lord  HARRIS:  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  are  considering  the  Amend- 
ments submitted  by  the  noble  Eari,  and 
win,  if  necessary,  make  su^^tions  in  the 
Standing  Committee. 

Clause  4 : — 

*L0RD  HARRIS :  The  noble  Earl  also 
asked  me  the  other  day  to  consider 
whether  it  was  advisable  that  the  control 
of  the  guardians  over  young  persons  who 
had  been  put  out  to  service  should  be  in 
any  way  extended.    The  Poor  Law  Ap- 

frentices  Act  makes  it  the  business  of  the 
'cor  Law  Guardians  to  take  care  that 
the  young  persons  placed  out  by  them  are 
visited,  up  to  the  age  of  16,  not  less  than 
twice  a  year,  in  order  to  make  certain 
that  he  or  she  is  receivit^  proper  food, 
and  is  not  being  ill-treated.  The  Local 
Government  Board  still  think,  in  view  of 
the  recommendations  of  many  Poor  Law 
Unions,  that  it  would  be  wise  to  extend 
those  visits  beyond  the  place  of  first  ser- 
vice. It  seems  to  them  that,  if  it  is 
desirable  that  young  persons  should  be 
visited  when  they  first  go  out  to  service, 
that  desirability  extends  whether  the  boy 
or  girl  is  in  the  place  of  first  ser\ice  or 
not.  In  may  happen  that  the  child  has 
no  parents  at  all*  and  no  relatives  to  took 
alter  him  or  her,  and  it  would  surely  be 
beneficial,  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
child,  that  somebody  should  take  care 
that  he  or  she  is  being  well  treated  and 
well  fed.  Again,  there  is  the  risk  of  un- 
desirable relatives  tempting  the  child 
avray  from  the  place  of  first  service,  in 
OTder  to  deprive  the  guardians  of  the 

rtwer  of  control.   As  at  present  advised, 
think  it  would  be  wise  to  leave  the  Bill 
as  it  stands. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  Does 
this  clause  relate  only  to  apprenticed 
children  t 

*LoBD  HARRIS:  And  to  children 
placed  out  in  service. 

■  The  Earl  op  KIMBERLEY :  I  was 
under  a  misapprehension  the  other  day, 


because  I  conceived  that  it  related  to  all 
children  and  not  to  apprenticed  children 
only.  With  regard  to  the  extension  of 
the  law  under  the  Apprenticeship  Act,  I 
should  be  rather  disposed,  subject  to 
further  consideration,  to  agree  with  the 
noble  Earl  opposite. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment,  and 
re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (DEFBG- 
TTVE  AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN) 
BILL.  [H.L.] 

SUMMARY  JURISDICTION  ACT  (1879) 
AMENDMENT  BILL, 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  To- 
morrow. 

EDUCATION  OF  CH[LDREN  BILL. 
Read  3'  (according  to  Order),  and 


SMALL  HOUSES  (ACQUISITION  OF 
OWNERSHIP)  BILL. 

Read  1* ;  and  to  be  printed.  (No.  158.) 

Houce  adjoarned  at  twenty  minutes 
before  Five  of  the  clock,  till  To- 
morrow, thirty  minutes  after  Ten 
of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday  6Uir  July  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PROnSIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  [Lords]. 
Standing   Orders  applicab'e  thereto 

complied  with. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Tabla 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  origination  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  ^rst 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
vhich  are  applicable  thereto,  have  been 
complied  with,  vizi — 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL' 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL  [Lords.].  t 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL  [LonU]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  > 
second  time  to-morrow. 
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PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 
No  Standing  Orders  applicable. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  foUoMnng  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders 
are  applicable  viz. : — 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  BILL. 

Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  to-morrow. 

CENTRAL  ELECTRIC  SUPPLY  BILL. 

SHIREBROOK  AND  DISTRICT  GAS 
BILL. 

SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  STIPEN- 
DIARY JUSTICE  BILU 

WEST  MIDDLESEX  WATER  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments   considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

ST.  JAMES'S  AND  PALL  MALL 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT  BILL. 

By  Order,  Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to,  with  an  Amend- 
ment. 

CHURCH  STRETTON  WATER  BILL 
[Lords]. 

LIVERPOOL  OVERHEAD  RAILWAY 
BILL  [Lords]. 

ST.  NEOT'S  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 

Head  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

I  BROOKES  PARK  (LONDONDERRY) 
BILL  [LordB]. 

By  Order,  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed. 

MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  (FINANCE)  BILL  [Lords.] 

Stamp  Duties — Resolution  reported : 

"That  the  Board  may  from  time  to 
time  enter  into  agreements  with  the  Com- 
missioners of  Inland  Revenue,  if  the 
CTommissioners  in  their  discretion  think 
proper,  for  the  payment  to  the  Com- 
missioners, by  way  of  composition  of 
Stamp  Duty  on  transfers  of  any  stocks,  of 
such  a  sum  or  sums  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  agreed  between  the  Board  and  the 


Commissioners,  and  in  consideration  of 
such  payment  transfer  of  the  stock  in  re- 
spect of  which  such  composition  has  been 
paid  shall  be  exempt  from  Stamp  Duty." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Mersey  Docks  and 
Harbour  Board  (Finance)  Bill,  That  they 
have  power  to  make  provision  therein 

Pursuant  to  the  said  Resolution.— (i>r. 
'arquAarsottJ) 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  9)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

SOUTH  HANTS  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  M). 
Mr.  Hardy  reported  from  the  Com 
mittee  on  Group  M  of  Private  Bills ; 
That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  the 
Committee  had  adjourned  until  Monday 
next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

That  they  request  that  this  House  will 
be  pleased  to  give  leave  to  Thomas 
Wiillace  Russell,  Esq.,  a  Member  of  this 
House,  to  attend  in  order  to  his  being 
examined  as  a  witness  before  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  by  their  Lordships 
in  the  present  session  of  Parliament  on 
the  Dublin  Corporation  Bill. 

Lords  Message,  respecting  the  atten- 
dance of  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  considered. 

And  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  in  his  place 
having  consented : — ^Leave  given. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


SALMON  AND  FRESHWATER 
FISHERIES  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

Copy  presented,  —  of  Thirty-eighth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Fisheries  (England  and  Wales),  for  1898 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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SEA  FISHERIES  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES). 

Copy  presented, — of  Thirteenth  Annual 
Beport  of  the  Inspectors,  for  1898  [by 
Commaiid] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2309  to  231 1  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (MILITARY  BULLET). 

Return  presented,  —  relative  thereto 
[Address  8th  June  —  Lord  George 
HamiUon] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.  [No.  264.] 

EAST   INDIA   (LOANS  RAISED  IN 
INDIA). 

Copy  presented, — of  Return  of  all 
Loans  raised  in  India,  chargeable  on  the 
Revenues  of  India,  outstanding  at  the 
commencement  of  the  half-year  ended  on 
3Ut  March  1899,  &c.  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  (No. 
265.) 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (WAR  DEPART- 
MENT). 

Copy  presented  of  Sixth  Schedule,  con- 
aining  a  list  and  particulars  of  classes  of 
documents  existing  or  in  ordinary  course 
about  to  exist,  in  the  Office  <rf  Her 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  War  Department,  which  are  not  con- 
sidered of  sufficient  public  value  to  justify 
their  preservation  in  the  Public  Record 
Office  [by  Command] — to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

ROYAL  NIGER  COMPANY, 

Copies  preisented  of — 

Notes  on  the  Niger  District  and  Niger 
Coast  Protectorates,  1882-93; 

Notification,  British  Protectorate  over 
Niger  Districts,  5th  June,  1885; 

Royal  Charter  "National  African  Com- 
pany," 10th  July,  1886 ; 

Notification  British  Protectorate  over 
^liger  Districts,  '*  National  African  Com- 
pany," now  called  "Royal  Niger  Com- 
pany," 18th  October,  1887  ; 

I^st  of  Treaties,  National  African  Com- 
pany and  Royal  Niger  Company,  with 
Native  Chiefs,  1884-92  ; 

Notification  "Oil  Rivers  Protectorate 
to  be  called  the  Niger  Coast  Protectorate," 
13th  May,  1893; 

[by  Command] — to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


ROYAL  NIGER  COMPANY  (BALANCE- 
SHEETS). 

Copies  presented  of  Balance-sheets  of 
the  Royal  Niger  Company  for  each  year 
from  1887  to  1898,  mclusive  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

NIGER  GOVERNMENT. 

Copies  presented  of  Statements  of 
Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  Ni^r 
Government  from  1887  to  1898,  m- 
clusive  [by  Ccnnmand];  to  He  upon  the 
Table. 

FISHERY  BOARD  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented  of  Seventeenth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland, 
being  for  the  year  1898.    Part  III.  [by 
Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  CLERKSHIPS. 
(Class  I.) 

Return  ordered,  "of  appointments  to 
Glass  I.  Clerkships  in  the  Civil  Service, 
from  1886  to  1898,  inclusive,  in  the 
following  form : — 


NoBibw  of  appolntmnU. 


— (Jlfr  IVitfon.) 


QUESTIONS. 

TRAMORE  BOATSLIP. 
Mr.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  Admiralty  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  erecting  a  boatslip  at 
Tramore,  County  Waterford,  for  the  use 
of  the  coastguards  and  naval  reserve  men 
drilled  at  Tramore. 

The  CIVIL  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  R) :  It  is  not  considered 
necessary  to  construct  a  boatslip  at 
Tramore. 
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SOLDIERS  AND  TECHNICAL 
INSTRUCTION. 


more  par- 


I  the  General,  on  the  recommendatioD  of 
the  officer  commanding  Cairns*  battalion, 
Mr.  woods  (Essex,  Walthamstow) :  decided  to  hold  the  soldier  to  his  engage- 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  ;  ment.  The  otter  instance  referred  to 
for  War  what  is  the  object  of  the  cir-  cannot  be  traced  witJiout 
colar  issued  from  the  War  Office,  under  ticulars. 
date  17th  November,  1897,  calling  atten- 1 
tion  to  paragraph  196,  Section  206,  of 
the  Queen's  Regulations,  in  respect  to  \ 
teaching  soldiers  a  trade,  also  of  the 
■circular  issued  15th  February,  1896  :  | 
and  whether  the  Secretary  of  State  for  i 


Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Are 
the  parents  of  young  lads  communicated 
with  previous  to  their  enlistment  I 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  A  boy  under  seven- 


War  contemplates  allotting  annually  a  \  teen  who  is  enlisted  is  discharged  as 


sum  of  money  towards  the  cost  of 
technical  insti-uctiori  to  soldiers  in  the 
technical  schools  of  the  country. 

The  under  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) ;  The  object  of  the  circular  re- 
ferred to  was  to  encourage  the  soldier, 
while  serving  with  the  colours,  to  learn  a 
trade  which  will  be  of  use  to  him  when 
he  returns  to  civil  life.  It  is  not  pro- 
posed to  allot  money  to  local  technical 
schools.  Such  schools  are  precluded,  by 
Section  8  of  the  Technical  Instruction 
Act  of  1880,  from  teaching  the  practice 
of  any  trade  or  industry  to  an  unskilled 
artisan. 

UNDER-AGE  RECRUITS. 


a 

is 


;  matter  of  course,  but  when  the  age 
[  between  seventeen  and  eighteen  we  leave 
;  the  discretion  in  the  hands  of  the 
General  Officer  commanding,  because  he 
is  in  a  better  position  than  we  are  to 
ascertain  circumstances  which  might  in- 
duce him  to  allow  the  lad  to  go  back  to 
his  home. 

CANTEEN  AND  MESS  CO  OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  bog  to  ask 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office, 

in  I'espect  to  the  contract  for  the  Cork 
Military  District  recently  given  to  the 
Canteen  and  Mesa  Co-operative  Society, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  contract  was 
given  to  this  society  at  prices  in  excess  of 


Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) ; '  those  quoted  by  a  local  contractor ;  that 


I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  a  boy 
named  John  Herbert  Cairns,  on  16th  May 
last,  enlisted  at  Belfast  as  a  private  in 
the  Duke  of  Cornwall's  Light  Infantry, 

and  had  then  to  join  the  deput  of  the  |  small ;  and  whether,  in  the  interests  of 
regiment  in  Bodmin,  Comwalf;  whether  \  the  soldiers,  the  AVar  Office  authorities 


183  articles  were  quoted  by  the  local  firm 
at  prices  below  those  of  the  Canteen 
Society,  whilst  64  articles  were  quoted 
lower  in  price  by  the  Canteen  Society, 
and  of  these  64  the  consumption  is  very 


will  order  an  investigation  into  the  whole 

I  matter. 

;    •The  FINANCIAI.  SECRETARY  to 
I  THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
'  Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  The  facts 
I  may  or  may  not  be  as  stated  in  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member,  but  the 
i  tenders  sent  in  were  carefully  considered 
J  by  a  board  of  officers,  and  the  contracts 
'  were  placed  after  a  thorough  examination 
of  the  samples  submitted  for  inspection,  the 
quality  of  the  samples  being  taken  into 
consideration  as  well  as  the  price.  I 
must  repeat  that  matters  relating  to  these 
suppUes  are  dealt  with  by  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  Canteens,  and  who  are 
^  _  responsible  for  their  proper  management, 

the  General  Officer  commanding  the  i  and  the  Secretary  of  State  is  not  disposed 
district  to  decide  whether  he  shall  be  dis- 1  to  interfere  with  them  in  the  exercise  d 
charged  or  held  to  serve.     In  this  case  I  their  discretion. 


he  is  aware  that  Cairns  was  under  eighteen 
years  of  age  when  he  enlisted ;  will  he 
explain  why  an  application  for  his  release 
or  discharge,  enclosing  certificate  of  age, 
sent  by  his  father  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  at  Bodmin,  was  refused,  whereas 
another  older  person,  enlisted  at  the  same 
time,  was  upon  application  released  or 
discharged ;  and  whether,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  uf  this  case,  the 
father's  application  will  be  reconsidered 
and  granted. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  When  a  soldier,  as 
in  the  case  of  Cairns,  makes  a  false  state- 
ment of  age  on  enlistment  and  is  sub- 
sequently shown  to  be  between  seventeen 
and  eighteen  years  of  age,  it  rests  with 
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FMr.  FLYNN  I  If  I  lay  before  the  hon. 
Oentleman  a  list  which  will  substantiate  , 
the  statements  in  the  question,  will  he 
look  further  into  the  matter  ? 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  I  will  : 
fully  consider  anything  the  hon.  Member 
may  bring  forward. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  Is  the  hon. ; 
Oentleman  aware  that  the  Cork  shop-  \ 
keepers  contribute  towards  the  main-  \ 
tenance  of  the  Army  1 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  j 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Canteen  and 
Mess  Co-operative  Society  pay  a  dividend 
of  not  less  than  5  per  cent,  to  its  share- 
holders ;  if  so,  can  it  be  so  described  as  a 
provident  society  of  which  officers  upon 
active  service  may  act  as  directors  without 
transgressing  the  Queen's  regulations. 

•Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  The 
Society  pays  a  dividend  of  not  more  than 
5  per  cent.  It  is  registered  as  a  provi- 
dent society  under  the  Industrial  and 
Provident  Societies  Act,  1893.  It  is  not 
-contrary  to  the  Queen's  regulations  for  an 
■officer  on  full  pay  to  act  on  the  committee 
•of  man^ment  of  such  a  provident 
society,  their  individual  interest  in  which 
is  linuted  by  the  Act  to  £200  capital. 

PUNJAB— OITTRAGES  BY  FATHANS 
ON  THE  FRONTIER. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  at  Peshawar,  in  March  of 
this  year,  Colonel  Le  Merchant,  of  the 
Hampshire  Regiment,  was  assassinated, 
and  in  April  three  sentries  of  the  Royal 
Scots  Fusiliers  cut  off  by  Pathans; 
whether  at  Cherat,  in  May  ot  this  year,  a 
sergeant  was  severely  wounded  by  two 
Pathans  and  his  rifle  stolen,  and  a 
drummer  of  the  Hampshire  Regiment  cut 
off,  while  strolling  outside  the  camp,  and 
stabbed ;  whether  in  respect  of  these 
crimes  any  reprisals  or  punishments  have 
been  inflicted  upon  the  Pathans ;  and, 
what  steps  the  Government  are  taking  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  constant  attempts  of  the 
natives  to  muixler  and  rob  of  their  arms 
British  soldiers  on  the  Punjab  frontier. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  Although  I  have  not  received 


detailed  reports  of  each  of  the  incidents 
mentioned  in  the  first  and  second  ques- 
tions, I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  their 
accuracy.  In  the  case  of  the  murderers 
of  Colonel  Le  Marchant  and  the  bandsmen, 
the  punishment  of  death  has  been  inflicted 
on  the  guilty  persons.  I  await  informa- 
tion as  to  the  punishments  awarded  in 
the  other  cases.  In  reply  to  the  last  part 
of  the  question,  I  may  state  that  a  partial 
disarmament  in  the  districts  of  Peshawar, 
Hazara,  and  Kohat  has  been  effected  as 
i  an  eicperimental  measure,  and  if  this 
I  proves  to  be  ineffectual  a  total  disarma- 
;  ment  will  be  enforced. 

BRITISH  CONSULAR  SERVICE  IN 
(    CHINA-CONTRIBUTION  BY  INDIA. 

Mr.    BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  a  sura  of  £12,500  a 
,  year  is  paid  by  India  to  this  country  for 
'  the  British  Consular  Service  in  China  ; 
and,  on  what  grounds,  in  the  case  of  the 
!  Vice-Consulate  at    Momien,  in  China, 
,  India  has  been  called  on  to  pay  half  the 
;  expenses  of  that  establishment. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  present  ar- 
■  rangement   under    which    India  pays 
'  £12,500  towards  the  cost  of  the  British 
,  Diplomatic  and  Consular  service  in  China, 
andwhichissubjectto  reconsideration  {^ter 
the  31st  March  next,  was  made  in  1890. 
'  But  under  Article  XIII  of  the  Burma- 
'  China  Convention  of   1894,  it  became 
'  necessary  to  provide  for  a  new  consular 
1  officer  at  Manwyne;  and  since  the  appoint- 
ment was  in  a  great  measure  made  in  the 
interests  of  India,  and  especially  of  Indian 
trade  with  Bhamo,  the  Government  of 
India  in  1896  accepted  the  principle  of 
joint  liability,  with  the  express  under- 
standing that,  if  Momien  was  preferred  to 
Manwyne  for  the  consiU's  residence,  the 
liability  would  continue. 

MADRAS— BANKRUPT  ZEMINDARS. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  Madras  _ 
Court  of  Wards  Amendment  Act,  1899,, 
passed  on  the  9th  of  June  by  the  Madras , 
Legislative  Council,  by  which  the  Court 
of  Wards  is  empowered  to  take  oharee  of 
the  estates  of  bankrupt  Zemindars^ 
manage  their  estates  officially,  and  even- 
tually, when  cleared  of  debt,  hand  them 
back  to  the  original  proprietors ;  aii^ 
,  whether,  before  sanctioning  this  legisf 
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lation,  he  will  make  inquiry  as  to  the 
grounds  on  which  this  alteration  in  the 
laws  relating  to  bankruptcy  is  made,  and 
one  class  of  proprietors  treated  differently 
in  the  event  of  insolvency  from  the  vast 
mass  of  Indian  proprietors. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  have  not 
yet  received  a  copy  of  the  Act  referred  to 
in  its  final  form,  and  can  therefore  give 
no  undertaking  on  the  subject.  But  I 
may  say  that,  bo  far  as  my  knowledge 
goes,  I  do  not  admit  the  accuracy  of  the 
description  of  it  contained  in  the  question. 
I  believe  that  it  applies  only  to  the  es- 
tates of  persons  who,  by  reason  of  &ge,  or 
sex,  or  otherwise,  are  inca^ble  of 
managing  their  affairs,  and  not  to  the 
whole  class  of  Zemindars,  nor  to  any  es- 
tates which  are  so  encumbered  by  debt  as 
to  be  incapable  of  restoration  by  proper 
management.  I  also  believe  that  legis- 
lation on  the  lines  of  this  Act  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  customs  and  the  wishes 
of  the  people. 

THE  HYDROGRAPHICAL  CON- 
FERENCE. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  ■  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  if  he  will  state  the  names 
of  the  countries  represented  at  the  Con- 
ference of  the  North  Sea  Powers,  and  the 
nature  of  the  instructions  given  to  the 
British  representative. 

♦The  UNDER  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  TOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Bbodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The 
countries   represented  at  the  Hydro- 

fraphical  Conference  which  lately  met  at 
tockholm  were :  Great  Britain,  Germany, 
Russia,  The  Netherlands,  Denmark,  Swe- 
den, Norway.  It  would  be  premature  to 
present  to  Parharaent  correspondence 
upon  the  subject,   or  the  instructions 

g'ven  to  the  Commissioners  till  the 
aport  of  the  British  delegates  is  received. 

IMPRISONMENT  CPA  BRITISH  SAILOR 
AT  BILBAO. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretar3r  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  the  attention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  been 
directed  to  the  case  of  Daniel  Scott,  a 
British  sailor,  unable  to  speak  or  under- 
stand Spanish,  who  has  been  in  prison  for 
seven  months,  without  trial,  at  Bilbao, 
Spain.  Whether  up  till  the  time  of  his 
imprisonment  for  an  alleged  assault  he 
held  a  good  character ;  and  whether,  as 


he  has  three  children  dependent  on  him 
for  support,  the  Government  will  take- 
immediate  steps  to  procure  his  discharge. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  case  has  re- 
ceived, and  is  receiving,  the  careful  atten- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign. 
Affairs.  Scott  was  arrested  at  Bilbao  on. 
January  29th,  1899,  on  the  charge  of 
being  drunk  and  disorderly.  He  was 
further  charged  with  having  assaulted  the 
police  and  gaoler  of  the  lock-up.  As  he 
had  received  serious  wounds  in  the  scuffle^ 
he  was  placed  in  the  first  instance  in  the 
prison  mfirmary,  whence  at  the  instance 
of  Her  Majesty^B  Consul  he  was  removed 
for  better  treatment  to  the  Civil  Hospital 
at  Bilbao.  He  was  sent  back  to  the 
prison  as  cured  on  March  2nd.  The  case 
was  then  put  down  for  trial  in  its  proper 
turn.  Repeated  representations  have 
been  made  to  the  Spanish  Government 
through  Her  Majesty's  Embassy  at 
Madrid  with  a  view  to  expedite  the  pro- 
ceeding. Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  some  time  ago  authorised  the  Consul 
at  Bilbao  to  en^ige  the  services  of  a 
Spanish  lawyer  to  conduct  Scott's  de- 
fence. A  further  Report  has  been  tele- 
graphed for. 

THE  ARMENIAN  CHRISTIANS. 
Mr.  J.  H.  ROBERTS  (Denbighshire, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  whether  be 
can  give  any  information  as  to  the 
present  serious  position  of  the  Armeniaik 
Christians  in  the  Provinces  of  Van,  Bitlis, 
and  Ezeroum ;  whether  any  action  has 
been  taken  by  the  English  and  Russian 
Consuls  in  the  districts  referred  to  to 
discover  the  mstigators  of  the  recent 
raids  upon  Armenian  Christians ;  and 
whether  any  steps  have  been  taken  by 
the  British  representatives  at  Constanti- 
nople to  secure  a  change  in  the  administra-- 
tion  of  these  provinces. 

•Mr.  BRODRICK:  We  have  heard 
quite  recently  that  Turkish  troops  were 
sent  to  the  Mush  plain  in  search  of  revolu- 
tionists. Her  ftutiesty's  Vice-Consul  at 
Van  has  just  returned  there  from  a 
journey  to  Bitlis.  According  to  his 
account  the  operations  were  directed 
entirely  against  revolutionists,  who  were 
said  to  be  m  hiding,  the  innocent  viliageis 
being  left  undisturbed.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  no  information  as  to 
raids  on  Armenian  Christians,  other  than 
revolutionists  as  stated  above,  but  Her 
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Majesty's  Ambassador  will  be  asked  for  a 
further  Beport. 

THE   EGYPTIAN  EXILES. 
LlEUTENA2«T-C0L0NKL  PRYCEJONES 

(Montgomeiy  Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  Toulba  Pasha  was  allowed 
to  return  from  his  exile  in  Ceylon  to 
Egypt  on  account  of  enfeebled  health ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  age  of  the 
remaining  four  exiles,  and  the  complaints 
which  they  have  made  as  to  the  effects  of 
the  climate  upon  their  health,  Her 
Majesty's  Gtovemment  will  recommend  to 
Loni  Cromer  to  consent  to  extend  the 
privilege  of  a  change  to  some  other  British 
colony,  if  a  return  to  Egypt  should  be 
still  considered  unadvisable,  in  the  case  of 
these  four  old  men. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Failing  health  was 
the  chief  plea  put  forward  for  the  return 
of  Toulba  Pasha,  but  he  was  regarded  as 
probably  the  least  important  of  the  exiles. 
If  the  remaining  exiles  should  petition  for 
a  transfer  to  some  other  British  colony 
the  application  would  be  referred  to  the 
^yptian  Government  for  their  considera- 
tion. The  decision  does  not  rest  with 
Lord  Cromer. 

WEST  INDIES— FRUIT  TRADE-RUM 
DUTIEa 

Mr.  W.  F.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool, 
Abercrombie) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  can 
now  state  the  arrangements  made  by  his 
Department  for  the  conveyance  of  fruit 
from  the  West  Indies,  or  any  of  them,  to 
the  United  Kingdom  or  to  the  United 
States  and  Canada;  and  whether  the 
Returns  re  the  local  rates  on  rum  manu- 
facture will  be  ready  for  presentation 
before  the  House  rises. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  tor 
THE  COLONIF^  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  A  contract  has  been 
signed  with  the  Jamaica  Fruit  and  Pro- 
duce Association  for  a  direct  fruit  and 
passenger  sernce  between  Jamaica  and 
the  United  Kingdom,  to  commence  in 
May,  1900.  The  contract  is  for  a  period 
of  five  years,  and  the  steamers  wul  run 
fortnightly  at  an  average  speed  of  fifteen 
knotsbetween  Kingston  and  Port  Antonio 
and  Southampton.  The  steamers  will  be 
fitted  for  the  conveyance  of  fruit,  and 
will  have  storage  for  at  least  20,000 
bunches  of  bananas.  They  will  also 
possess  accommodation  for  twenty-five 


!  first-class  and  twelve  second-class  pas- 
sengers. The  contractors  bind  themselves. 
inier  alia  to  employ  at  least  six  agents  in 
Jamaica  in  developing  the  fruit  industry,, 
to  im^HVve  the  wharf  accommodation  at 
Kingston  and  other  ports,  and  to  build 
one  or  more  hotels  m  the  island.  The 
subsidy  payable  is  £10,000  per  annum,  of 
which  half  will  be  contributed  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  to  be  increased  to 
£12,000  if  more  passenger  accommoda- 
tion is  required.  A  contract  will,, 
it  is  hopCKl,  shortly  be  concluded 
with  the  aid  of  an  Imperial  sub- 
sidy between  the  Dominion  Grovem- 
mcitt  and  Messrs.  Pickford  and  Black. 
The  contract  is  for  a  period  of  five  years, . 
the  service  is  to  begin  in  July  1900,  and 
the  contractors  wiU  bind  themselves  to- 
maintain  a  fortnightly  service  from 
Halifax  and  St.  ^hns  alternately  to- 
Trinidad  and  British  Guiana  at  an 
average  rate  of  ten  knots  per  hour.  The 
steamer  will  proceed  alternately  (1)  by 
way  of  Bermuda,  St.  Kitts,  Antigua^.. 
Montscrrat,  Dominica,  Saint  Lucia^ . 
Barbados,  Saint  Vincent,  Grenada, 
Tobago,  to  IVinidad  and  (2)  by  way  of 
Bermuda,  Saint  Lucia,  Barbados,  Trini- 
dad,to  British  Guiana.  No  arrangements  - 
have  at  present  been  made  for  the  re- 
maining service  recommended  by  th» 
West  India  Royal  Commission,  viz.,  a 
special  fruit  service  between  Dominica 
and  Saint  Vincent  and  the  United  States 
of  America  or  Canada.  I  fear  that  there 
is  no  probability  of  the  information  being 
received  from  all  the  Colonies  in  time  for 
the  Return  to  be  presented  during  the 
present  Session.  I  may  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  Return  is  not 
limited  to  the  manufacture  of  rum,  bub 
extends  to  the  production  of  spirits  of 
every  kind. 

LAND  ORDINANCES  OF  CEYLON. 
Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the- 
Colonies  if  he  can  now  distribute  ta 
Members  the  Report  of  the  Governor  of 
Ceylon  on  the  working  of  the  Land  Ordi- 
nances of  1897  in  that  island, 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  hope  that 
the  papers  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Mem- 
bers by  the  end  of  next  week. 

BRITISH  SOUTH  AFRICA  COMPANY'S- 
ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire,, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
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State  for  the  Colonies  whether,  [as  re- 
quired by  Article  17  of  its  Charter,  the 
British  South  Africa  Company  has  duly 
furnished  to  him  accounts  of  its  admini- 
strative expenditure  and  sums  received 
as  public  revenue  for  the  financial  years  : 
1896,  1897,  and  1898,  and  an  estimate  of  ' 
such  revenue  and  expenditure  for  1899,  : 
and  H  heiher  he  will  lay  them  upon  the  ' 
Table ;  whether,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  j 
the  Legislative  Council  of  Rhodesia,  the 
administration  stated  the  administrative 
expenditure  for  1898  had  been  £783,985, 
wid  the  pubhc  revenue  £226,000,  or, 
adding  sale  of  lands,  £272,955 ;  what  is 
now  the  accumulated  deficit  arising  from 
■excess  of  expenditure  over  income ;  and 
what  is  the  date  up  to  which  the  last 
balance  sheet  of  this  company  was  made 
up  and  presented  by  its  bcMirdof  directors 
to  the  shareholders. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  (1)  I  have 
received  the  accounts  for  the  financial 
years  ended  31st  March,   1896,   Slst ' 
March,  1897,  and  Slst  March,  1898,  and  , 
an  estimate  of  expenditure  for  the  year 
ending  Slat  March,  1899,  with  a  state- : 
ment  of  the  revenue  for  that  year.  I 
have  also  received  the  estimate  of  expen- 
diture for  the  year  ending  3Ut  March, 
1900.    They  will  be  laid  on  the  Table.  , 
<2)  I  understand  that  the  AdminisU*ator 
has  made  a  statement  to  this  effect  with 
respect  to  the  revenue  and  expenditure 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1899.  ■ 

(3)  There  is  no  accumulated  deficit.  All 
deficits  have  tieen  met  by  the  company. 

(4)  The  date  of  the  last  balance-sheet 
presented  hy  the  directors  to  the  share- 
holders is  3l8t  March,  1897. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil) : 
On  behalf  of  the  hon  MemlW  for  the 
Eifion  Division  of  Carnarvonshire,  I  beg  ' 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  expenditure  of  the  British  South 
Africa  Company  last  year  exceeded  the 
revenue  by  £511,000,  equal  to  £51  per 
head  of  the  estimated  white  population, 
and  the  estimated  deficit  for  the  current 
year  is  £418,700,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 1 
ment  contemplate  taking  any  action  in  | 
reference  to  the  serious  condition  of  the  ' 
financies  of  Rhodesia  tlisclosed  by  these  ' 
figures. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  under- 
stand that  the  white  population  of 
Rhodesia  was  officially  estimated  on  the  , 


30th  of  September,  1898,  at  13,346,  and 
'  therefore  the  deficit  for  last  year  would 
be  at  the  rate  of  £38,  not  £51,  per  head. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not  pro- 
pose to  depart  from  their  policy  of 
declining  to  assume  financial  responsi- 
bility in  regard  to  the  affiurs  of  the 
company. 

THE   BLOEMFONTEIN  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  b4i«  to  ask 
the  Secietary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  despatches  from  Sir  A. 
Milner,  giving  an  account  of  the  con- 
ference at  Bloemfontein,  have  been 
received,  and  when  they  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
despatch  has  been  received,  but  Sir  A. 
Milner  states  that  the  notes  of  the  Con- 
ference which  he  transmits  are  not  finally 
settled,  as  he  was  waiting  to  receive  any 
comments  which  the  Government  of  the 
South  African  Republic  might  desire  to 
make  on  them.  On  the  receipt  of  uiy 
corrections  of  the  notes  or  on  infomuir 
tion  that  they  require  no  correction,  the 
despatch  and  its  enclosures  can  he  laid  on 
the  Table  if  desired,  but  I  imagine  that 
the  House  wilt  probably  think  that  it  is 
not  desirable  in  the  present  state  of  the 
proceedings. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  Dutch  version  of  the  proceedings  ol 
the  conference,  which,  I  understand,  was 
verbatim  the  same  as  the  EngUsh  version, 
was  piAblished  in  Pretoria  three  weeks 
ago  1  Surely  the  information  given  at 
Pretoria  three  weeks  ago  ought  to  be 
given  now  in  the  House  of  Commons  t 

Mu.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  am  not 
aware  whether  that  is  so  or  not.  At  any 
rate  the  facts  are  as  I  stated.  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  has  informed  me  that  he  has  sub- 
mitted his  notes  for  correcUi»i  to  the 
Government  of  the  South  African  Re- 
public, and  I  should  not  like  in  an^  case 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  pubhshmg 
them  until  the  answer  has  been  receivea 
from  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Republic.  And  I  have  further 
stated  that,  in  the  present  state  of 
matters,  while  negotiations  are  still  pro- 
ceeding, although  they  are  not  official 
negotiations,  and  until  the  result  of  those 
negotiations  is  known,  I  do  not  mysdf 
propose,  unless  I  am  pressed  by  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  to  pobHA 
any  further  Papers. 
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Mr.  DILLON :  As  I  take  a  very  stron^g 
view  of  this  aubject,  I  will  repeat  this . 
<}ue8tion   in  a  week,  trusting  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  have  received 
by  that  time  [Cries  of  "  Order."] 

Mr.  hartley  (Islington,  N.) :  On  a  | 
point  of  order,  Sir,  is  the  hon.  Member 
entitled  to  give  his  reasons  1  j 

Mb.  DILLON^  :  I  am  not  giving  1 
reaaons.  I 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
not  entitled  to  do  more — and  that  only 
by  the  courtesy  of  the  House — than  to  j 
give  notice  that  he  will  repeat  his  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  was  not  going  to  give  ] 
reasons.    I  was  only  going  to  state  in  a 

sentence  the  reason  why  [Cries  of 

"Or^er."] 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
will  see  that  it  is  impossible  for  hon.  i 
Members  to  go  into  the  reasons  which  lead 
them  to  put  down  their  questions. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Then  I  will  simply  say 
that  I  shall  repeat  my  question  on  this 
day  week. 

VENTILATION   ON   THE  UNDER-  • 
GROUND  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  system  of  blow-holes,  for  the 
better  ventilation  of  the  Metropolitan 
Underground  Railways,  as  recommended 
by  Sir  Wolfe  Barry  and  the  late  Sir  John 
Baker,  has  proved  a  failure,  will  he  state 
whether  any  steps  are  bein^  taken  to  pro- 
vide fans  as  a  means  of  mipro^ing  the 
atmosphere  in  the  tunnels ;  and  whether 
any  effort  is  being  made  to  introduce 
electric' traction  on  these  lines. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
No,  Sir,  fans  are  not  being  pro\'ided  on 
Hxe  Metropolitan  Underground  Railways : 
the  companies  are  not  prepared  to  admit 
that  the  blow-hole  system  .has  proved  a 
failure.  On  the  other  hand,  experiments 
are  being  made  between  Earl's  Court  and 
High  Street,  Kensington,  with  the  object 
of  introducing  electric  traction,  and  I  am 
informed  that  such  experiments  will  be 
actively  prosecuted. 


Mb.  weir  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man not  aware  that  the  Departmental  Com> 

mittee,  appointetl  by  himself  two  or  three 
years  ago,  distinctly  showed  that  these 
blow-hoTes  were  an  utter  and  abeolute 
failure  1 

•Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

THE  AUSTRAL  CYCLE  AGENCY. 
Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  reference 
to  the  winding-up  of  the  Austral  Cycle 
Agency  (Limited),  whether  he  is  aware 
that  no  annual  meetings  of  the  company 
have  ever  been  held,  and  no  statements 
of  the  accounts  of  the  company  placed 
before  the  shareholders,  and  no  account 
given  by  the  directors  of  the  way  in 
which  the  capital  of  the  company 
(£100,000)  has  been  usedj  have  any 
steps  been  taken  to  compel  these  returns ; 
and  whether  he  can  say  if  this  is  one  of 
the  companies  promoted  by  Mr.  E.  T. 
Hooley. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  No,  Sir,  I  am  unable  to 
give  information  as  to  the  first  and  third 
paragraphs  of  this  question.  The  Board 
have  no  power  to  compel  the  company  to 
make  such  returns,  this  being,  as  I  have 
already  informed  the  hon.  Member,  a 
voluntary  liquidation,  and  therefore  not 
subject  to  the  super\'ision  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Has  the  Board  of  Trade 
no  power  in  reference  to  cases  of  this 
kind  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  Not  where  the  wind- 
ing-up is  voluntary. 

BOATING   DISASTER  AT  PWLLHELI. 

Mr.  LLOYD  -  GEORGE  (Carnarvon, 
S:c.) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Corporation  of  Pwllheli,  in  the  year 
1897,  sought  Parliamentary  powers  to 
enable  them  to  regulate  the  number  of 
passengers  allowed  to  be  carried  by 
pleasure  l)oats  in  their  district ;  and  that 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords 
struck  out  the  clause  containing  such 
powers  :  and  whether,  if  the  Corporation 
promote  a  Bill  containing  a  similar  clause 
in  the  ensuing  session  of  Parliament,  the 
Board  of  Trade  will  stipport  the  measure. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  There  was  a  clause  in 
the  Bill  introduced  by  the  Corporation  of 
Pwllheli  in  1897,  providing  for  lieencea 
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for  pleasure  boats  which  would  possibly 
have  enabled  the  Corporation  to  regulate 
the  number  of  passensers  to  be  carried  by 
such  boats  in  their  district.  It  appears 
that  this  clause  was  struck  out  of  the  Bill 
while  it  was  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, but  I  am  not  aware  of  the  reasons. 
Having  regard  to  the  provisions  of 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  any  legis- 
lative sanction  is  necessary  to  enable  the 
Corporation  to  make  bye-laws  to  regulate 
the  number  of  passengers  to  be  earned  by 
pleasure  boats. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEOEGE :  Was  it  not 
struck  out  in  the  House  of  Lords  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  My  information  is 
that  it  was  struck  out  in  the  Commons. 

THE   METEOROLOGICAL  OFFICE. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD 
(York) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
owing  to  the  necessity  of  providing  pen- 
sioiu  for  old  servants,  the  Meteorological 
Office  is  about  to  cut  down  its  expenses  by 
withdrawing  the  small  payments  made  at 
York  and  other  stations ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  important  national  work 
done  by  the  Meteorological  Office,  he  can 
see  his  way  to  increase  the  present 
GDvernment  Grant,  which  is  only  £15,300 
a  year. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks-Bkach,  Bris- 
tol, W.) :  I  nave  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  there  is  any  necessity  for  an  increase 
in  the  Grant  for  this  purpose,  and  I  have 
received  no  application  from  the  Royal 
Society  on  the  subject.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  do  not  interfere  with  the 
mode  in  which  the  Grant  is  expended. 

ROYAL  NIGER  COMPANY'S  TREATIES. 

Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  any  of  the  300  treaties,  and  if  so 
how  many,  entered  into  between  the 
Royal  Niger  Company  and  kings  and 
chiefs  in  West  African  territories,  will  be 
included  in  the  promised  Papers  dealing 
with  the  abrogation  of  the  company's 
charter  and  the  purchase  of  its  interests 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH :  It  is  not 
possible  tQgive  full  details  of  the  Treaties, 
of  which  there  are  many  hundreds.  But  a 


complete  list  of  the  treaties  and  of  the 
forms  in  which  they  are  drawn  is  given 
in  Hertslet's  Map  of  Africa  b^  Treaty, 
Vol.  I.,  pages  450-480  —  which  is  in 
the  library,  and  a  reprint  of  this  aectioD 
will  be  included  in  the  Papers  to  be  pre- 
sented to  Parliament. 

ROTTEN  ROW. 
Mr.  CARLILE  (Bucks,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  if 
he  is  aware  that  in  Rotten  Row  the  mud 
pits  are  cleaned  out,  and  carting  going 
on,  and  the  ground  scraped  and  raked 
during  the  time  when  the  Row  ia  full, 
viz.,  from  ten  till  twelve  in  the  morning, 
and  inconvenience  caused  thereby  ;  and 
whether  this  work  could  be  done  in  the 
afternoon,  or  very  efurly  morning  when  no 
one  is  riding. 

An  Hon.  Member:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  also  give  instructions  that 
where  excavations  do  take  jilace  the 
dibris  shall  be  removed  at  once,  instead  of 
being  left  for  two  or  three  days  ? 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's):  In  reply  to  my  hon. 
friend,  I  have  to  say  that  usually,  and  as 
far  as  possible,  the  gullies  in  Rotten  Row 
are  cleared  out  in  the  early  morning  and 
late  afternoon ;  but  after  heavy  rain  (as 
on  the  occasion  in  question)  the  work 
has  to  proceed  all  day.  I  will  inquire  if 
any  further  action  can  be  taken  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  hon.  Member.  I  am 
informed  that  the  dibris  is  removed 
daily. 

FAIRFIELD  ROAD,  BRISTOL.  HIGHER 
GRADE  SCHOOL. 

Sir  WILUAM  WILLS  (Bristol,  E.)  - 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  if  he 
will  explain  on  what  grounds  the  Science 
and  Art  Department  has  declined  to  re- 
cognise the  Fairfield  Road  (Bristol) 
Higher  Grade  School  (which  was  erected 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Education  De- 
partment) as  a  school  of  science,  although 
it  is  equipped  and  staffed  and  at 
present  doing  the  work  of  a  science 
school. 

The  VICE  -  PRESIDKNT  of  the 

COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  GORST,  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  The  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment hA&  not  declined  to  recognise  the 
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FairEeld  Road  (Bristol)  Higher  Grade 
School  as  a  school  of  science.  It  appears 
that  the  maintenance  by  a  school  board 
of  a  school  of  science  at  the  expense  of 
(he  school  rate  is  illegal ;  and  the  de- 
partment are  therefore  awaiting  the 
result  of  negotiations  between  the  School 
Board  and  County  Council  of  Bristol, 
which  they  hope  will  result  in  the  pro- 
vision of  funds  which  may  Intimately  be 
applied  to  that  purpose. 

LIVERPOOL  POST  OFFICE  CASHIER. 

Mr.  stock  (Liverpool,  Walton) :  I 
i>eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General, 
whether  he  has  received  memorials  dated 
29th  July,  1898,  and  24th  November, 
1898,  from  about  260  members  of  the 
postal  establishment  at  Liverpool  pro- 
testing against  the  transfer  of  the  position 
4>{  cashier  in  the  Liverpool  Post  Office 
from  the  postal  to  the  telegraph  depart- 
ment ;  will  he  explain  why  no  communi- 
ication  whatever  on  the  subject  has  been 
made  to  the  staff  mnce  the  memorial 
■dated  July  was  fomudly  acknowledged 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  Department,  and 
.that  the  memorial  dated  November  has 
not  even  been  acknowledged ;  and, 
whether,  as  the  suspension  of  the  Post- 
master-General's decision  is  causing  much 
■concern  to  the  staff,  who  regard  the 
matter  as  one  of  great  importance,  be 
will  give  a  date  when  the  petitioners  may 
•expect  a  reply. 

ths  financial  secretary  to 

THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston) :  The  memorials  of  July  and 
November  were  duly  received.  It  was 
only  in  the  month  of  June  previous  that 
A  mil  answer  was  given  on  the  same 
-subject  to  a  memorial  dated  the  13th 
May ;  and  the  Postmaster-General  is  not 
.able  to  add  anything  to  what  he  then 
.said.  Other  proposals  regarding  the 
Liverpool  office  are,  however,  under  his 
•consiaeration,  and  these  may  affect  the 
position  of  the  memorialists.  It  may  be 
added  that  no  vacancy  has  yet  arisen  in 
the  post  referred  to,  and  that  the  transfer 
has  therefore  had  no  effect  at  present 
up<m  the  postal  staff. 

•TELEGRAPHISTS'    CONFERENCE  AT 
BELFAST. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General, 


with  reference  to  the  recent  conference  by 
postal  telegraph  clerks  held  in  Belfast, 
will  he  ex^ain  why  a  general  permission 
to  delegates  to  inspect  the  system  of 
working  and  the  internal  arrangements 
of  the  telegraph  department  of  the  post 
office  in  Belfast  was  declined,  and  an  inti- 
mation conveyed  that  only  to  such  dele- 
gates as  came  fortified  with  individual 
letters  of  introduction  would  the  privilege 
be  accorded,  although  in  places  in  which 
the  conference  was  previously  held, 
including  Belfast  in  1885  and  Dublin 
1897,  this  request  was  granted;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  conference 
was  composed  of  delegates,  many  of  whom 
were  men  of  long  service  and  varied 
experience,  from  every  important  office  in 
the  kingdom. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  authorities  in 
Ireland  declined  to  give  a  general  per- 
mission to  the  conference  of  telegraphists 
to  visit  the  instnunent  room  at  Belfast, 
as  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  might  give 
rise  to  inconvenience  and  that  no  useful 
purpose  would  be  served.  The  Postr 
master-General  has  not  considered  it 
necessary  to  inquire  what  was  the  service 
or  experience  of  the  delegates. 

SOUTH  KENSINGTON  MUSEUM. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
if  he  can  state  the  dates  of  the  two  com- 
petitions to  fill  the  place  of  assistant  in 
the  South  Kensington  Museum  (Art 
Branch),  at  which  Mr.  Herbert  Caleb 
Andrews  passed  in  the  obligatory  sub- 
jects ;  whether  the  result  of  these  exar 
minations  was  gazetted,  and,  if  so,  when  ; 
why  it  was  that  Mr.  Andrews  did  not  get 
a  certificate  as  the  result  of  either  of  these 
examinations ;  and  whether  any  pre- 
cedent exists  for  the  issue  of  a  Civil  Ser- 
vice certificate  in  the  circumstances  under 
which  Mr.  Andrews  obtained  it. 

*Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  two  compe- 
titions were  held  in  February,  1897,  and 
June,  1898,  and  the  results  were  gazetted 
on  2nd  March,  1897  and  5th  Jufy,  1898. 
Mr.  Andrews  was  not  successful  at  either 
examination,  ^though  he  qualified  at 
both,  and  therefore  no  certificate  was 
then  issued  to  him.  It  has  been  the 
practice  of  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sioners that,  if  only  one  candidate  enters 
for  an  open  competition,  he  should,  if 
qualified,  receive  the  appointment  in 
question.    It  has  also  been  the  practice 
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not  to  re-examine  a  candidate  who  has 
qualified  at  a  previous  examination. 

ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  THE  METRO- 
POLITAN WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY  (Kent, 
Ashford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  what  Svas  the  cost  of  print- 
ing the  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Supply,  and  how  many  copies  of 
sueh  Minutes  were  printed ;  why  the 
Kent  authorities  who  appeared  before  the 
Commission  have  been  charged  the  sum  of 
jei65  for  each  of  the  two  copies  of  such 
Minutes  obtained  by  them  ;  and  whether 
some  means  can  be  provided  whereby  the 
proceedings  of  Royal  Commissions  can  be 
obtained  at  a  less  expense  than  has  been 
incurred  in  the  present  case. 

*Mr.  HANBURY  :  No  official  Minutes 
have  as  yet  been  published.  The  hon. 
Member  probably  refers  to  certain  reports 
which  were  taken  as  a  private  arrange- 
ment by  parties  interested,  and  for  which 
the  Government  has,  of  course,  no  re- 
sponsibility whatever.  The  official 
Minutes  will  shortly  be  issued  as  an 
ordinary  Blue  Book. 

SCOTTISH  COUNTY  ROLLS. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  I^ord 
Advocate,  whether  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land will  consider  theexpediency  of  making 
arrangements  under  which  his  Depart- 
ment may  be  in  possession  of  the  valuation 
roll  for  each  county  in  Scotland. 

*The  lord  advocate  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  So  far 
back  as  1888  the  then  Secrefary  for  Scot- 
land endeavoured  to  arrange  for  the 
deUverr  of  the  County  Rolls  of  Scotland 
at  the  ScottiBh  Office,  but,  on  inquiry,  it 
was  found  that  there  were  practical  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  carrying  out  such  an 
arran^ment,  in  respect  that  some  of  the 
counties  do  not  print  their  rolls.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  it  has  not  been  found 
necessary  to  have  them  in  the  Scottish 
Office,  as  a  copy  of  any  particular  county 
EoU  can,  if  required,  always  be  obtained, 

BATE  COLLECTION  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF 

LEWIS. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  what  system  is 
adopted  for  securing  the  payment  of  rates 
in  the  Island  of  Lewis  and  Lochbroom, 
on  the  western  mainland  ofJ_Ross-shire, 


and  in  what  respect  it  differs  from  the 
system  adopted  in  other  parts  of  the 
County  of  Ross  and  Cromarty  where 
the  rates  are  successfully  collected 
and  if  he  will  state  how  many  of  the 
2,688  persons  disfranchised  in  the  county 
for  failure  to  pay  rates  before  the  20th 
June,  1898,  paid  their  rates  four  months 
subsequent  to  that  date. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  : 
The  system  of  collecting  rates  is  locally 
arranged,  and  is  not  under  the  control  of 
any  department  o'  Government ;  I  have, 
therefore,  no  definite  information  on  th& 
subject.  I  liave  communicated  with 
the  Local  Government  Board,  but  then 
is  no  information  in  that  Department 
which  would  enable  me  to  reply  to  the- 
question. 

SCHOOL  INSPECTIONS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Loid 
Advocate  whether  it  is  the  practice  of 
inspectors  of  schools  in  Scotland  to  visit 
each  school  in  their  respective  districts  on 
at  least  two  separate  occaaions  during  the 
year;  and  whether  care  will  be  taken 
that  the  schools  in  Wester  Boss  are 
inspected  on  two  separate  occasions- 
during  the  current  year. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  Every 
effort  will  be  made  to  have  two  visits  of 
inspection  to  each  school  in  the  course  t^' 
the  year,  and  at  times  even  more  than  two> 
visits  may  be  desirable;  but  it  is  ob- 
viously impossible  to  give  a  pledge  that 
this  will  be  the  universal  practace  in  all 
schools. 

VACCINATION   FINES  AT  CHESTER- 
FIELD. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire^ 
Chesterfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  deci- 
sion of  the  magistrates  at  the  Chesterfield 
Borough  Police  Court  on  Thursday,  22nd. 
June  last,  whereby  three  men  were  each 
fined  Ss.  for  neglecting  to  have  their  chil- 
dren vacdnated,  besides  having  to  pi^  7s. 
costs  and  208.  for  the  vaccination  officer,, 
amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of  £\  128. 
each  ;  whether  this  is  in  accordance  with 
an  instruction  from  the  Local  Government 
Board ;  and  whether  the  course  adopted 
by  the  magistrates  is  a  legal  one. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  tor 
THK  HOME  DEPAKTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridlet,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) 
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The  total  amount  of  fines  and  costs  which 
the  defendants  were  ordered  to  pay  was  in 
one  case  32s.,  in  another  248.  6a.,  and  in 
the  third  228.  6d.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  did  not,  and  could  not,  give 
any  instructions  in  such  a  matter  to  the 
magistrates.  I  see  nothing  illegal  in  the 
manner  these  cases  were  dealt  with. 

FRUIT  PRESERVING  TRADE-WOMEN 
OVERTIME. 

•  Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Fwest  of  Dean) :  I  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tu:y  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
under  vhat  circumstances  he  has  made  his 
order  extending  the  special  exception  for 
the  employment  of  women  overtime  to  the 
washing  of  bottles  for  use  in  the  preserv- 
ing of  fruit ;  and  by  what  evidence  it  has 
heen  proved  to  hia  satisfaction  that  such 
employment  will  not  injure  the  health  of 
the  women  raaployed. 

.  •Sir  M.  white  EIDLEY:  The  pro- 
cess Bi  question  having  been  regarded  as 
outside  the  Factory  Acts,  there  has 
hitherto  been  no  restriction  on  overtime 
employment.  Recently  I  was  advised 
that  the  Factory  Acts  applied  to  this  pro- 
cess, and  gave  directions  that  they  should 
be  enforced ;  but,  as  I  was  satisfied  that 
there  is  unavoidably  a  severe  press  of 
work  at  certain  seasons,  I  have  granted 
the  limited  overtime  which  is  enjoyed  by 
other  season  trades — an  hour  and  a  half 
m.  thirty  days  in  the  year.  The  Chief 
Inspector  reports  that  there  is  nothing 
in  toe  nature  of  the  emplo3rment  which 
could  render  this  small  amount  of  over- 
time injurious  to  the  women  employed. 
It  is  a  very  slight  concession  aa  against 
the  restriction  of  hours  now  for  the  first 
time  insisted  on. 

APPEAL   QNDER  THE  FACTORIES 

ACT. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  hia  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  dismissal  of  an 
an»eal  in  wMch  Her  Majesty's  Inspector 
of  Factories,  Miss  Patorson,  was  the 
ai^Uant,  and  the  Donegal  Fishing  Com- 
pany were  the  respondents,  in  the  Appeal 
Court,  Dublin,  on  the  ground  that  notice 
of  appeal,  with  a  copy  of  the  case,  had 
not  been  lodged  with  the  respon- 
dents three  days  after  the  case  was  re- 
ceived :  what  was  the  reason  for  the  non- 
fulfilment  of  this  statutory  requironent ; 
and  what  was  the  amount  <A  the  costs. 


*SiK  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  I  have 
received  a  report  from  the  Lord-Lieuten- 
ant with  re^;ud  to  the  failure  of  the  appeal 
mentioned  m  the  question.  It  appears  to- 
hare  been  due  to  the  failure  of  the  Ses- 
sional Crown  Solicitor  to  Kifve  the  neces- 
saiy  notice  on  the  respondents'  solicitor 
before  filing  the  case  at  court.  The 
Attorney-General  has  called  upon  the 
solicitor  for  an  explanation.  The  costs 
have  not  yet  been  ascertained,  but  will 
probably  not  exceed  £10. 

Mr.  TENNANT :  I  will  put  a  further 
question  on  this. 

POLICE  COURT  PERJURY. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS:  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Eifion  Division 
of  Carnarvonshire,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to  ■ 
the  statements  made  by  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  at  the  Southwark  Police  Court,,, 
at  the  conclusion  of  a  case  tried  before 
him  on  Monday  last,  that  it  was  perfectly 
clear  that  some  of  the  witnesses  had  come 
to  the  court  to  commit  wilful  downright- 
absolute  perjury,  and  that  there  was  no 
doubt  that  perjury  of  this  kind  went  ott 
every  day  at  every  police  court ;  and 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
introduce  legislation  for  the  more  sum- 
mary punishment  of  the  perjury  which  is 
alleged  by  the  magistrate  to  be  prevalent 
in  ]&iglish  police  courts. 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  I  have  seen; 
a  report  of  the  magistrate's  remarks.  I 
do  not  see  my  way  to  promote  legislation 
to  make  convictions  tor  perjury,  easier,, 
the  difficulty  now  e:^nrienced  in  securing 
such  convictions  bemg  the  difficulty  <n 
obtaining  sufficient  evidence. 

LEAD  POISONING. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee): On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hanley  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment if  he  is  in  a  position  to  state  the 
results  of  the  monthly  examinations  of 
women  and  young  persons  employed  in* 
processes  of  pottery  where  lead  com- 
pounds are  used  for  the  six  months  of  the 
current  year,  compared  with  the  like 
period  of  1898  before  the  examinations 
were  instituted ;  and  will  he  also  say 
what  hu  been  the  experience  diiring  the- 
same  comparative  periods  of  other  toades. 
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-subject  to  plumbism  where    no  such 
penodical  examinations  of  the  workers 
■■are  required  as  those  provided  for  by  the 
Home  Office  Bules  of  last  year. 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  Comparing 
the  first  six  months  of  1898  with  the  first 
six  months  of  1899  it  appears  that  the 
number  of  reported  cases  of  lead  poison- 
ing in  the  china  and  earthenware  industry 
has  diminished  from  223  to  160,  while  as 
regards  notification  of  lead  poisoning 
^nerally  there  has  been  some  increase  in 
the  number  of  reported  cases.  The  dimi- 
fiution  in  the  china  and  earthenware 
industry  is  probably  due,  in  part  at  any 
rate,  to  the  monthly  medical  examina- 
tion. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  Do  not  the 
figures  vary  much  from  month  to  month, 
■so  as  to  render  any  comparison  fallacious  ? 

*SiR  M.   WHITE  RIDLEY:  Un. 

doubtedly  there  is  a  great  variation,  but 
I  think  on  the  whole  there  is  a  satis- 
factory decrease  in  regard  to  the  earthen- 
ware industrj'. 

Mr.  TENNANT:  Is  it  not  the  fact 
■that  the  monthly  examination  produced 
such  poor  results  that  new  rules  had  to  be 
issued  last  year  1 

*SirM.\VHITERIDLEY:  The  figures 
which  I  have  given  refer  rather  to  thp 
pottery  than  to  the  white  lead  industry. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  On 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hanley,  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  is  now  able 
to  give  an  analysis  of  the  official  statistics 
of  lead  poisoning,  distinguishing  the  cases 
of  a  serious,  slight,  or  doubtful  character. 

*Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  Of  the 
160  eases  of  lead  poisoning  reported  in 
the  china  and  earthenware  industry  77 
are  classed  as  slight,  72  as  moderate  or 
•severe,  and  in  11  cases  the  degree  of 
severity  is  not  stated.  Out  of  the  160 
cases  22  may  be  regarded  as  doubtful,  on 
the  ground  that  the  certifying  surgeon 
-did  not  consider  that  there  were  unmis- 
ti^ble  symptoms  of  load  poiaonmg.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  the  occupier 
sometimes  reports  cases  in  which  a 
medical  man  has  not  been  consulted. 

WEST  HAM  WARD  DIVISIONS. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 


Department  if  he  has  received  a  request 
from  the  Town  Council  of  West  Ham 
asking  that  action  on  the  proposed 
division  of  wards  might  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  on  the  ground  that  the 
Council,  by  25  votes  to  11,  takes  a 
different  view  from  that  entertained  by 
their  predecessors ;  and  what  course  he 
proposes  to  take. 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  Yes,  I 
have  received  such  a  request  this  morning, 
but  see  no  reason  for  departing  from  tat 
decision  which  has  been  arrived  at  after 

careful  consideration. 

OMAGH  TOWN  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  MUENAGHAN  (Tyrone,  Mid.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  we 
Lord-Lieutenant  oi  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Oraagh  addressed  to  the  Local  Crovem- 
mont  Board  a  petition  to  have  their  town 
constituted  an  urban  sanitary  authority, 
and  in  reply  were  informed  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Tyrone  County  Council 
should  be  elicited  as  to  the  proposal ;  is  he 
aware  that  the  Tyrone  County  Council, 
by  unanimous  voice,  gave  its  endorsement 
to  the  petition  of  the  Omagh  Town  Com- 
missioners ;  and  will  he  state  the  cause  of 
delay  on  the  part  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  granting  to  a  town  of 
5,000  inhabitants  the  sanitary  powers 
necessary  to  its  welfare. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  The  facts  are  as  stated  in  the 
first  paragraph  of  this  question.  It  was 
always  the  practice  of  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  before  oonstitutii^  towns  as 
road  authorities  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  to  afford  grand  juries  an  opportimity 
of  expressing  their  views  upon  such  pro- 
posal, which,  if  carried  into  effect,  deprived 
them  of  their  juiisdiction  over  the  lu'ban 
areas.  For  the  same  reason  the  Board 
think  it  right  to  give  the  county 
councils  an  opportunity  of  appearing  at 
the  inquiries  and  expressing  their 
opinions  upon  any  application  made  by 
the  towns  under  Section  42  of  the  Local 
Government  Axst.  1  believe  the  Tyrone 
Council  is  in  favour  ci  the  proposal,  and 
if  this  is  so  they  probably  will  not  think 
it  necessary  to  be  represented  at  the 
inquiry.  The  delay  in  holding  the 
inquiry  is  caused  by  the  fact  that  a  large 
number  of  similar  applications  have  to  be 
dealt  with,  and  these  must  be  taken  in 
turn. 
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TYPHUS    FEVER    IN  COUNTY 
GALWAY. 

Mr.  0'MALLEY(Galway,Connemara): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  hia 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  several 
cases  of  fever,  said  to  be  typhns,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Spiddal,  County  Gal- 
way  ;  whether  any  steps  have  been  taken 
by  the  sanitary  authorities  as  to  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  houses  and  the 
urity  of  the  water  supply  ;  and  whether 
e  will  state  the  number  of  deaths  from 
fever  in  the  said  district  for  the  last 
twelve  months. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALPOUE  :  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  been  informed 
by  the  medical  officer  of  the  district  that 
there  have  been  eight  cases  of  typhus 
fever  in  the  district  during  the  past  nine 
months,  which  is  the  period  for  which  be 
has  been  in  charge,  and  that  one  death 
from  fever  has  occurred  during  the  same 
period.  There  are  no  cases  of  typhus 
fever,  however,  at  present  in  the  district. 
On  the  16th  June  the  Board  received 
from  their  medical  inspector  a  report  on 
the  condition  of  the  district,  and  they 
have  communicated  with  the  sanitary 
authorities  on  the  subject  urging  them  to 
remedy  forthwith  all  sanitary  defects  in 
the  district. 

IRISH    LOAN  FUNDS-CHARITABLE 
LOANS  BILL. 

Mr.  ARCHDALE  (Fermanagh,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  letter  ^m  Mr. 
Young,  late  inspector  of  loan  funds  in 
Ireland  ;  and  whether,  taking  into  account 
the  fact  that  so  many  of  the  poorer  and 
industrial  classes  in  Ireland,  both  de- 
benture holders  in  and  borrowers  from 
the  loan  funds,  have  been  ruined  by  the 
gross  mismanagement  of  the  local  offices, 
and  as  the  letter  referred  to  now  discloses, 
by  the  neglect  of  the  Central  Board  in 
Dublin  appointed  by  Government,  he  will 
endeavour  to  bring  in  the  Ctutritable 
Loans  (Ireland)  Bill,  or  some  other  Bill, 
by  which  the  loan  fund  victims  may 
recover  some  of  their  loss. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUK:  The  repljr  to 
the  first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  abuses  in  the  working  of  the  Loan 
Fund  Societies  were  discl(»ed,  not  by  the 
reports  of  the  late  iiupector,  but  by  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 

VOL  LXXIV.    FomtTH  Seribb. 


inquire  into  the  system.  The  object  of 
the  Charitable  Louis  Bill  is  to  provide 
means  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  of 
outstanding  debts  in  connection  with 
these  societies ;  but  if  the  is  opposed 
there  is  little  hope,  I  am  afraid,  that '  the 
Government  will  be  able  to  pass  it  through 
Parliament  during  the  present  session. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE  {BELFAST). 
Mr.  PINKERTON  (Galway) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  GUivemment 
has  received  a  claim  from  any  representa- 
tive body  in  Ulster  in  favour  of  limiting 
the  appointment  of  President  of  Queen^ 
CoUe^  Belfast^  to  Presbyterians  or  Piea- 
byterian  divines ;  and  whether  that  claim 
has  been  conceded,  or  is  the  appointment 
open  to  Catholics. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  am  not 
aware  that  a  claim,  such  as  is  referred  to 
in  the  first  paragraph,  has  been  received 
at  any  time  by  the  Irish  Grovernment ; 
certainly  no  such  claim  has  been  received 
by  the  present  Government.  The  appoint- 
ment is  open  to  Roman  Catholics. 

CASHEL  PRINTING  CONTRACT. 
Mr,  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieut-enant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  printing  for  the  urban  council 
of  the  City  of  Cashel,  County  Tipperary, 
is  now  being  done  at  a  distance  of  twelve 
miles,  whereas  it  could  be  more  promptly 
and  economically  done  in  the  office  oi^ the 
local  newspaper,  the  Cashel  SetUinel ;  and 
whether  the  proprietor  of  that  journal, 
as  a  member  of  the  urban  council,  is 
legally  entitled  to  insert  the  council's 
advertisements  in  his  paper,  but  debarred 
from  doing  any  general  printing  for  the 
counoiL 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  express  any  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  printing  for  the  Cashel  Urban 
District  Council  could  be  more  promptly 
and  more  economically  done  at  the  office 
of  the  newspaper  mentioned  than  by  the 

Printing  firm  now  engaged  upon  the  work, 
he  provisions  of  Article  12  (4)  and  (5) 
of  the  Application  of  Enactments  Order 
appear  to  be  correctly  interpreted  in  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  question. 

RENTS  IN  COUNTY  TYRONE. 
Mr.  DILLON:    I   beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
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of  Ireland  whether  be  has  observed 
'  that,  in  the  case  of  Patrick  MacNetll, 
Pink  SchedtUe  dated  16th  February, 
1899,  15  per  cent  is  added  to  tfae  rent 
for  proximity  to  Moy,  County  Tyrone ; 
and  in  the  case  of  A.  M*Kenzie,  Pink 
Schedule  dated  19th  July,  1898,  no  per- 
centage is  added  for  proximity  to  Moy, 
although  both  farms  are  equi-distant  from 
the  town  of  Moy,  which  has  less  than 
1^,000  inhabitants ;  and  whether  he  can 
explain  this  difference  of  procedure  in 
fixing  fair  rents. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUE:  A  reference 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Commission 

is  necessary  in  order  to  obtain  a  report  as 
to  the  facts  of  the  two  cases  mentioned, 
and  I  would  ask  the  hon.  Member  to 
repeat  the  question  this  day  week. 

LORD   DILLON'S  ESTATE. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I 
l)eg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  now 
state  the  gross  and  net  rental  of  Lord 
Dillon's  estate  purchased  by  the  Con 
nested  Districts  Board,  and  the  purpose 
for  which  tfae  mansion  house  in  County 
Soscommon  is  being  rebuilt. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  gross 
rental  of  this  estate  in  the  year  1898  was 
.£20,295.  The  net  rental  in  the  same 
year  was  £16,639,  and  the  deductions  bv 
which  this  amount  is  arrived  at  inclu<fe 
an  annual  charge  of  £1,000  which  will 
expire  in  November  next.  The  house  was 
in  course  of  completion,  and  was  nearly 
finished,  at  the  date  of  the  agreement  to 
purchase.  It  will  be  finished  at-  Lord 
Dillon's  expense.  The  Board  have  not 
jet  considered  the  question  of  its  dis- 
posal. 

MONAGHAN   COUNTY  COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  has  any  objection  to 
grant  a  Return  setting  forth  the  number 
of  county  council  seats  contested  in  the 
Coimty  of  Monaghan  at  the  recent  elec- 
tions, setting  forth  the  names  of  the  can- 
didates, together  with  their  politics,  if 
ascertainable,  and  the  number  of  votes 
received  by  each  candidate. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Printed 
notices  containing  the  names  of  the  candi- 
dates, and  the  number  of  votes  recorded 
ior  eadi,  have -been  placarded  in  every 


electoral  division  of  the  county.  It  is  not 
proposed  to  lay  a  copy  of  these  notices  on 
the  Table  of  the  House.  I  have  no 
official  knowledge  of  the  politaos  of  the 
candidates. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  SURCHAKGES 
IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E.)  :  I  be§  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lien- 
t«nant  of  Ireland  what  right  of  appeal 
exists  in  Ireland  against  surcharges  made 
by  the  auditors  appointed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board ;  and  have  the  people  of 
Ireland  the  same  right  of  appeal  against 
such  surcharges  as  is  possessed  by  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  where  8urchai^;eB 
are  made  by  auditors  appointed  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  Under  Section 
63  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1898, 
persons  aggrieved  by  the  decisions  trf 
auditors  in  Ireland  have  practically  the 
same  right  of  appeal  as  exists  in  England ; 
that  is  to  say,  they  may  appeal  against 
surcharges  either  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  or  to  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench. 

IRISH  CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD. 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  erf 
Ireland,  whether  he  can  state  how  soon 
he  intends  to  ask  the  House  to  make 
provision  for  the  increased  funds,  M-hich 
he  declared  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  session  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  propose  should  be 
added  to  the  present  revenues  erf  the 
Congested  Districts  Board. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  Bill  deal- 
ing with  this  subject  is  nearly  ready,  and 
I  propose  to  introduce  it  shortly.  In 
addition  to  making  provision  for  increased 
funds  there  will  be  included  in  the  Bill 
some  Amendments  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Land  Act  of  1896,  so  far  as  these 
affect  the  Congested  Districts  Board ;  bat 
it  is  not  proposed  that  the  Bill  shall 
contain  anything  of  a  oontmtious  natures 

IRISH  TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  BILL. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  when  the  Treasury  Memorandum 
on  the  Irish  Tithe  Kentrcharge  Bill  will 
be  ciroilated. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  Memorao- 
dttm  is  not  yet  quite  ready.   Perhaps  the 
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l)on.  Member  will  repeat  the  question  on  \  think  it  has  any  relation  to  the  qoeation 
JSIonday  next.  i  on  the  Paper. 


THE  TRANSVAAL  AND  AKBITRATION. 


IRISH  SUPPLY. 


Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  (Flintshire) :  I  Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
teg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  Lord  of  the  Treasury  how  eoon  he  will  be 
.whether  in  view  of  the  recent  recommen- 1  al>le  to  give  time  for  the  discussion  of  the 
•dation  of  Professor  Westlake  .to  leave  the  ;  remaining  Irish  Votes,  including  the 
•questions  at  issue  between  this  country  Votes  for  the  Land  Commission,  the  Chief 
And  the  Transvaal  to  jurists  chosen  by  1  Secretary's  salary,  the  Constabulary, 
the  parties  and  an  umpire  ntuned  by  those  National  Education,  and  the  Industrial 


Jurists,  the  Grovemment  would,  in  the 
'Crent  of  failure  ot  the  present  n^tiations, 
{iropose  this  form  of  arbitration  before 
proceeding  to  extremities. 


Schools. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
it  will  be  possible  in  the  remaining  time 
at  our  disposal  to  add  to  the  three  days. 


The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA-  already  given  to  Irish  Supply.    At  least 


■SURY  (.Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
£.) :  Tbe  question  of  the  hon.  Member 
refers  to  a  case  which  has  not  yet  arisen, 
And  I  do  not  think  thu  is  an  appropriate 
:time  to  make  a  statement  of  policy  on 
jBUch  a  hypothetical  case. 

NEW  CHANCERY  JUDGE. 
Mr.   SWIFT  MacNEILL  {Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 


I  do  not  see  my  way  to  do  it  at  present. 

Mr.  DILLON:  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  propose  to  take  the  V  otes  for 
the  Chief  Secretary's  salary,  the  Land 
Commission,  and  the  Constabulary  with- 
out discussion  ?  - 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  is  aware  that  three  days  have 
been  devoted  to  Irish  Supply,  and 


■Treasury  whether  the  name  of  the  gentle-  j  those  days  the  Irish  Members  ha\  e  settled 


man  whom  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
.appoint  as  an  additional  Judge  of  the  ■< 
Qianoery  Division  of  the  High  Court  will : 
be  communicated  to  the  House  of ' 
'Commons  before  the  House  is  invited  to  i 
vote  public  funds  for  the  establishment  of ' 
^his  additional  judgeship.  ^ 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir;  to  do  ' 
so  would  be  contrary  tp  all  precedent.  i 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Was  not  1 
'the  course  I  suggest  followed  in  the  case  i 
■of  the  appointment  of  Judge  O'Hagan  1  i 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  appoint-  i 
ment  of  a  Judge  in  the  High  Court  of 
Ireland  was  of  an  exceptional  character, 
And  certainly  does  not  carry  with  it  the 
^neral  principle  which  the  hon.  Member 
Assumes. 

.  Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  Pigott 
Commissioners  

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent)  t 
Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seen  the 
report  of  the  Bar  Committee,  which  points 
out  a  great  waste  of  judicial  time  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  answered  a 
■question  as  to  that  on  Tuesday.   I  -do  not 


the  order  in  which  the  Votes  should  come 
oh  and  the  time  devoted  to  the  discuasipn 
of  them. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  As  the  Irish 
Constabulary  Vote  has  not  been  dis- 
cussed for  some  time,  and  as  consider- 
able feeling  exists  among  the  men  on  some 
points,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
see  that,  at  any  rate  as  regards  that  Vote, 
further  time  is  given. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  give  a 
promise  on  the  subject,  though,  of  course, 
I  desire  that  all  the  important  Votes 
should  be  discussed,  if  possible.  But  I 
will  bear  in  mind  what  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  has  said. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Is  it  not 
the  fact  that  the  Constabulary  Vote  has 
not  been  discussed  for  three  years  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  quite  accept 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member ;  but  if 
the  Vote  has  not  been  discussed  it  is  not 
the  fault  of  the  Government. 

EARL  GREY  AND  PRESIDENT 
KRUGER. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed  to 
a  speech  -delivered  by  Earl  Grey,  when 
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presiding  at  a  meeting  of  the  South  Afri- 
can Association,  held  at  Newcastle  on 
Monday  evening,  in  which  Earl  Grey  re- 
ferred thus  to  the  President  of  the  South 
African  Republic :  "  On  no  occasion  had 
President  Kruger  ever  shown  himself 
amenable  to  moral  persuasion  ;  experience 
taught  them  that  ho  yielded  to  no  argu- 
ment but  force";  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Earl  Orey  is,  under  the  charter  of 
the  South  African  Chartered  Company,  a 
life  director  of  that  company  and  is  also  i 
Administrator  of  Rhodesia ;  and  whether  I 
any  steps  will  be  taken  to  bring  to  justice  j 
Earl  Grey  and  other  persons  engaged  in  , 
this  country  in  attacking  the  President  of 
the  South  African  Republic,  and  disturb- 
ing the  friendship  between  this  country 
and  the  South  African  Republic.  In 
putting  the  question,  may  I  state  that  in 
the  alterations  which  have  been  made  in 
the  form  of  the  question  to  bring  it  into 
order,  its  statements  have  beea  made  his- 
torically inaccurate.  I  said  that  Earl 
Orey  had  been  the  Administrator  of 
Rhodesia ;  I  was  not  such  a  fool  as  to  say 
Uiat  he  was  so  now. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  There  is  nothing 
in  Lord  Grey's  words  which  seems  to  call 
for  intervention,  either  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  or  on  the  part  of  a  court  of 
law. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  Will  the  Home  Office 
Vote  be  the  first  Vote  taken  to-morrow  t 
Also,  what  Supply  will  be  taken  to- 
morrow week  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  reluctant 
to  say  what  class  of  Supply  will  be  taken 
to-morrow  week,  but  if  the  right  hon. 
Gtentleman  will  ask  me  a  question  on 
Monday^  I  will  endeavour  to  answer  it. 
As  regards  to-morrow,  we  must  get  the 
English  Votes  in  Class  IIL  I  am  very 
anxious  to  bring  on  the  Home  Office 
Vote  at  a  reasonable  time.  X  think 
arrangements  may  be  made  with  those 
most  mterested  in  these  Votes  by  which 
it  mar  be  brought  on  at  a  time  which 
would  ensure  its  discussion. 

Mr.  weir  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  propose  to  take  the  Scotch 
Votes  in  Class  III.  to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No. 


PERSONAL  EXPLANATION— (Me.  J. 
CHAMBERLAIN)  —  TRANSVAAL  AF- 
FAIRS-ROYAL NIGER  COMPANY. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  ask  the 
leave  of  the  House  to  explain  some  answer* 
which  I  gave  yesterday,  axid  which  seem 
to  have  been  the  subject  of  some  mis- 
apprehension.    In  answer  to  the  hon. 
^ronet,  the  Member  for  the  Northwich 
Division  of  Cheshire,  I  said  that  the  Hi^ 
Commissioner  was  in  communication  with 
the  Gape  Ministers,  and  then  to  the  hem. 
Member  for  the  Rushcliffe  Division  of 
Nottingham,  who  asked  me  a  supplemen- 
tary question,  which  I  am  afraid  I  rather 
incautiously  answered  without  notice,  I 
said  that  we  had  not  received  any  repre- 
sentations from  the  Cape  Government. 
1  intended  by  the  two  answers  to  convey 
that,  while  the  High  Commissioner  was  in 
communication  with  the  Cape  Govern- 
ment, and,  therefore,  of  course,  aware  of 
their  views,  no  formal  representations  had 
been  received  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment.    I  have  heard  toniay  from  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  that  Mr.  Schreinw,  the 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Cape,  wishes  it  to 
be  known  that  the  Cape  Ministry  have 
made  several  representations  through  the 
High    Commissioner,    and    have  only 
abstained  from  addressing  formal  minutes 
for  communication  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  because    they  were  con- 
vinced   that   independent^  of  formal 
communications  their  views  were  known 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government.   I  have 
also  to  ask  leave  to  make  a  personal  state- 
ment on  quite  a  different  matter.  I  observe 
from  the  newspapers  to-day  that  I  am 
stated  to  be  one  of  the  largest  share- 
holders of  the  Royal  Niger  Company,  and 
one  or  more  of  these  newspapers  states 
I  that  I  am   thus   in  the  position  of  a 
!  vendor  and  a  vendee.   I  doubt  ver^  much 
!  whether  any  cause  is  served  by  insiniia- 
.  tions  on  the  honour  of  public  men  ;  but 
'  in  any  case  I  desire  to  state  exactly  what 
[  my  position  in  the  matter  is.    When  the 
National  African  Company,  which  was 
the  parent  of  the  Royal  Niger  Company, 
was  formed  seventeen  years  ago,  I  applied 
for  shares,  and  a  certain  allotment  was 
made  to  me.    As  it  was  less  than  the 
application  I  made,  I  subsequently  in- 
creased my  holding  to  1,500  shares.  There 
seems  to  be  a  misapprehension  as  to  the 
value  of  this  investment,  because  there 
are  two  classes  of  shares  in  the  company 
— one  of  £10,  fully  paid  up,  and  the 
other  £2  only  paid  up.    My  aUotmeot 
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was  the  £2  shares,  and  my  total  invest- 
ment was  of  the  smaller  amount — £3,000. 
I  may  say,  in  passing,  that  it  would  be 
■difficult  for  any  hon.  Member  of  this 
House  to    invest  in  anything  which 
might  not  at  some  time  or  other  be  the 
.subject  of  discussion  in  this  House.  But 
when  the  question  (A  the  possible  revoca- 
tion of  the  charter  came  before  the 
•Government  I  took  the  opportunity  to 
inform  the  Prime  Minister  and  my  col- 
leagues of  the  fact  that  I  had  some  interest 
in  the  company  j  and  I  begged,  therefore, 
to  be  excused  from  offering  any  opinion 
on  the  transaction,  and  from  taking  any 
part  whatever  in  any  negotiations  which 
might  subsequently  take  place.  Accord- 
ingly  these  negotiations  have  been  en- 
tirely in  the  hands  of  my  right  hon. 
iriend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
sod  1  did  not  know  of  the  result  until  the 
matter  was  substantially  settled.    In  the 
House  of  Commons  the  other  night  I 
Toted  on  the  Resolution  in  Committee 
under  the  belief  that  that  was  merely  a 
formal  proceeding  intended  to  introduce 
the  matter  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House.    I  believe  it  has  been  ruled  by 
you,   Sir,  and  by  your  predecessors, 
that  holding  as  a  shareholder  in  any 
liabiliw  company  does  not  disable  an 
hon.  Member  from  taking  part  in  dis- 
cussions which  may  subaaquently  arise 
in  which  the  company  in  which  he  is 
interested  may  be  concerned.     But  for 
myself  I  have  always  intended  that  in  the 
iuture  stages  of  this  proceeding  I  would 
not  take  any  part  whatever,  either  in 
discussion  or  in  the  matter  of  vote.  I 
have  only  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  if  I 
were  free  to  vote  according  to  my  own 
personal  interest  I  should  vote  against  the 
transaction,  because  I  believe  the  share- 
holders will  find  it  more  to  their  advan- 
tage to  be  allowed  to  continue  to  carry 
out  the  operations  in  which  they  are 
engaged.   I  thought  it  right  to  make 
tk&t  explanation  to  the  House. 

TELEGRAPHS    (TELEPHONIC  COM- 
MUNICATION, ETC.)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
Stantung  Committee  on  Trade,  etc. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
iK'pnnted.  (No.  266.) 

m^'  • 

'  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Standing  Committee  to  be  printed. 
No.  (266.) 
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Bill,  as  amended  in  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, to  be  taken  into  consideration 
upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
(BiU  263.) 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to, — 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (OAS)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (POOR  LAW)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDEK  (No.  1)  BILL 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (HOUSING 
OF  WORKING  CLASSES  (No.  2)  BILL 

Without  Amendment. 

ANCHORS  AND  CHAIN  CABLES  BILL. 
TAFF  VALE  RAILWAY  BILL. 
With  Amendments. 

Amendments  to — 
INVERNESS  HARBOUR  BILL  [Lords]. 
With  an  Amendment. 

MANCHESTER  CANONRIES  BILL 
[Lords). 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.  (BiU  262.) 


METR()POLITAN   POLICE  (SALARIES) 
BILL. 

*SiR  M.  W.  RIDLEY :  I  have  to  ask 
I  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
I  law  with  respect  to  the  salaries  and  allow- 
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ances  of  the  Commissioner,  Receiver,  and 
AssiatantrCommissionePs  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Police.  I  may  state  shortly  that  at 
present  the  CommisBioner  and  Heceirw 
and  two  Assistant-Ccmmiiaionzrs  have 
fixed  salaries,  limited  by  Act  of  Parliament 
and  payable  on  the  Votes,  while  the 
salary  of  one  of  the  Aasistant-Commis- 
sioner^  is  paid  out  of  the  Police  Fund. 
In  addition  these  officers  receive  certain 
allowances  paid  partly  out  of  the  Votes 
and  partly  out  of  the  Police  Fund.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  is  to  abolish  these 
^lowances,  with  the  exception  of  an 
allowance  for  horse  keep.  It  is  proposed 
to  charge  the  whole  of  the  salaries  of  the 
Commissioner  and  Receiver  on  the  Vote, 
and  the  salair  of  the  Assistant- Com- 
missioners partly  on  the  Votes  and  partly 
on  the  Police  Fund.  I  may  add  that  the 
total  charge  of  these  salaries,  as  well  as 
the  proportion  between  the  sums  charge- 
able on  the  Votes  and  on  the  Police 
Fund,  will  not  be  materially  changed. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  (SALARIES). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  with  respect  to 
the  Salaries  and  AUowances  of  the  Com- 
missioner, Receiver,  and  Assistant  Com- 
missimero  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Matthew 
White  Ridley  and  Mr.  Jesse  ColHngs. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  (SALARIES) 
BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  with  respect  to  the 
Salaries  and  Allowances  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, Receiver,  and  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Metropolitan  Police,"  pre- 
sented accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  (Bill 
264.) 

LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments  considered. 

Lords'  Amendment,  in  page  1,  line  19, 
to  leave  out  from  "  councillors,"'  to  the 
end  of  the  sub-section,  and  insert  "pro- 
vided that  no  woman  shall  be  eligible  for 
«ny  such  office''  the  first  Amendment, 
read  a  second  time. 

♦Mr.  COURTNEY  (CornwaU,  Bodmin) : 
I  have  first  to  apologise  to  the  House  that 

the  Amendment  which  I  propose  to  sub- 
mit does  not  appear  on  the  Paper.  I  had 
intended  that  it  should  be  circulated  this 
morning,  and  it  is  entirely  through  h  mis- 1 


understanding  that  it  has  miscarried. 
Still  it  is  so  very  simple  that  I  trust  no 
one  will  be  inconrenimced.  The  Lord* 
by  the  Amendnwnt  which  thcn^  have  in- 
serted in  the  Bill  have  disabled  women 
from  filling  the  office  of  aldermen  or 
councillors.  That  is  in  reality  cutting^ 
them  off  from  a  pri%'ilege  they  now 
enjoy.  I  propose  to  consent  to  the  Lords' 
Amendment  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
office  of  alderman,  and  to  insist  on  main- 
taining  the  view  of  the  House  in  respect 
of  the  office  of  elected  councillors.  At 
this  moment  women  are  eligible  to  sit; 
and  do  sit,  as  members  of  the  London 
vestries— the  very  bodies  which  are  to  be 
transformed  under  this  Bill  into  the 
London  municipal  corporations — and  if 
the  Amendment  which  I  intend  to  pro- 
pose is  accepted,  the  result  will  simply  be 
to  maintain  women  in  the  position  they 
now  occupy,  and  to  enable  them  to  con- 
tinue to  discharge  the  functions  which 
they  now  discharge,  and  to  perform  the 
duties  the)-  now  perform.  Perhaps  I 
may  be  permitted  to  make  a  short  survey 
of  the  situation  when  this  Bill  left  the 
House.  We  had  voted  on  the  question 
of  the  eligibility  of  women  to  fill  these 
offices,  and  the  result  in  Committee  waa 
such  a  state  of  confusion  that  it  n-as 
determined  the  issue  should  be  decided 
on  the  Report  stage.  Accordinglj',  on  that 
stage  I  submitted  to  the  House  a  proposi- 
tion that  neither  sex  nor  marriage  should 
disable  women  from  being  aldermen  or 
councillors.  It  is  sometimes  said  that  the 
vote  taken  on  that  proposition  was  hastily 
taken ;  and  that  it  was  a  snatch  Tote. 
I  hope  that  any  hon.  Members  who  echo 
that  statement  will  examine  for  a  moment 
the  facts  as  they  stand.  It  is  quite 
true  the  rote  was  actually  taken  two  or 
three  hours  before  it  was  thought  pro- 
bable at  the  beginning  of  the  sitting: 
But  it  was  taken  about  seven  o'clock  in  a 
very  full  House  which  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  fact  that  the  issue  was  coming 
on.  The  records,  of  coiu^e,  show  at  what 
hour  the  vote  was  taken,  and  as  to  the 
question  whether  or  not  the  House  was  a 
full  one,  the  number  who  voted  was  357. 
Is  not  that  a  reasonably  fnll  House! 
How  many  ^lembers  voted  on  the  pro- 
posal that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  1  Remember  the  Second  Reading 
was  challenged  by  the  Opposition  ;  there 
was  a  two  days'  Debate ;  party  Whips 
were  issued  on  l>oth  sides  j  and  in  all  363 
voted.    Can  it  then  be  said  that  the 
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number  who  voted  on  the  question  of  the  ' 
eligibility  of  woman  was  an  inadequate  | 
number  1   The  highest  number  of  Mem- 
bers who  voted  on  the  Bill  has  been  385,  1 
or  28  more  than  on  my  Amendment,  and  , 
if  those  28  had  been  added  to  the  > 
minority  the  other  night,  the  vote  would  | 
still  have  been  dedared  in  favour  of 
women.    In  fact  neither  side  was  bene- 1 
fited  or  injured  by    taking  the  rote  | 
two  hours  earlier  than  had  been  antici- 1 
pated,  and  there  certainly  was  nothing  of  1 
a  snatch  or  chance  character  about  the  , 
division.      I   believe   if  the   judgment  1 
of  the  House  could  to<lay  be'  taken  in  I 
the  same  unbiassed  manner  we  should 
have  the  same  result.    But  unfo.tunately  ' 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  put  that  to  the 
test.     The  Lords  ha/e  refused  to  assent 
to  the  proposition  we  inserted  in  the  Bill,  ; 
and  they  have  done  so  by  a  considerable 
majority.    The  decision  of  the  Lords  has  ! 
not  unnaturally  influenced  the  Grovern- 1 
ment  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  any  ; 
division  now  taken  will  be  taken  under  > 
entirely  different  circumstances.     I  do 
not  wish  to  underrate  the  action  taken  by 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  neither  do  I  ' 
want  to  say  much  about  the  character  of 
the  vote  given.    I  am  prepared  to  deal 
with  it  in  a  spirit  of  sweet  reasonableness.  , 
But  everyone  who  has  studied  the  con- 
duct of  business  in  the  House  of  Lords  i 
knows  that  there  is  a  great  resei've  of ' 
voting  power  which  does  not  usually  find  { 
any  issue  in  divisions  in  that  House ;  but  [ 
now  and  then,  at  longish  inten'als,  some  ' 
question  is  raised  exciting  great  feeling,  i 
and  a  number  of  Members  come  and  ^'ote  | 
who  very  rarely  take  part  in  their  pm- 1 
ceedings.    Now  I  cannot  say  that  an  ex-  i 
prassion  of  opinion  so  given  is  entitled  at  i 
once  to  absolute  deference.     Members  i 
who  come  in  in  that  fashion  to  record  { 
t^eir  votes — at  rare  inten'als,  under  im- 1 
pulse,  and  without  listening  to  or  attend-  j 
ing  very  much  to  the  bu^ess  uf  the  I 
House  at  ordinary  times — cannot  com- 
plain if  the  House  of  Commons  is  disposed 
to  ask  them  to  reconsider  the  verdict  at 
which  they  have  arrived.    Members  of 
the  House  of  Peers,  again,  or  a  large 
number  of  them,  act  under  no  sense  of 
responsibility  as  we  do  here.    I  ought  not 
to  say  under  no  sense  of  responsiljility — 
for  of  course  they  are  all  public  men — 
but  under  no  such  sense  of  responsibility 
as  Members  do  here.    There  is  no  one  to 
whom  they  have  to  give  any  account ; 
there  is  no  penalty  to  bo  enforced,  nu 


disqualification  can  be  brought  to  bear. 
And  when  a  large  number  of  them  turn 
up  unexpectedly,  it  may  be  truly  said 
they  have  not  the  same  touch  of  public 
life,  they  are  not  in  such  keen  and  active 
relation    to    the ,  currents  of  political 
thought  as  Members  of  this  House  must 
be  who  habitually  and  daily  give  up  their 
minds  to  the  stw^  and  conduct  of 
political  questions.    Here,  again,  it  cannot 
I)e  said  that  we  are  acting  in  an  offensive 
manner  to  the  House  of  Lords  if  we  ask 
that  House  to  reconsider,  with  further 
knowledge,  the  question  on  which  they 
have  already  pronounced  a  first  opinion. 
I  do  not  wish  to  speak  disrespectfully  of 
the  House  of  Lords  as  a  whole,  or  of 
Members  of  it  in  particidar,  but  it  may 
be  said  of  them  as  of  Memljcrs  of  this 
House,  and,  as  I  fully  admit  of  myself, 
that  this  is  a  question  which  is  con- 
cerned with  a  mass  of  facts,  with  a., 
large  accumulation   of   phenomena,  of 
circumstances  connected  with  our  town 
life,  with  which   few  or   none  of  ua 
are  completel_v  acquainted.    If  this  were, 
a  question  of  the  eligibility  of  womeu 
to  be    Poor    Law    guardians  nobody 
would  venture   to  contest    the  issue, ,. 
Their  fitness  for  the  functions  of  Poor- 
Law  guardians  has  been  too  amply  de-- 
monstrated  to  be  questioned ;  yet  wtien  it, 
was  first  proposed  to  make  them  so- 
eligible,  the  very  men  who  now  say  they , 
would  not  for  a  moment  remove  them 
from  that  position  were  in  not  a  few  cases, 
opposed   to  their  admission  on  those. 
lK)ards.    There  was  difficulty  in  getting 
women  made  eligible  for  boards  of  guar-, 
dians.    The  invincible  logic  of  facts  has, 
proved  their  ability,  then-  fitness,  their 
worth,  and  their  public  service.    I  believe 
if  anyone  will  examine  the  facts  of  London 
life  ttiey  will  find  in  the  records  of  the 
last  four  years  the  same  powerf  id  series  of 
arguments  in  favom-  of  the  eli^bility  of 
womeu  to  be  members  of  vestnes  ana  of 
these  municipal  corporations.    What  they 
have  done  in  the  last  four  years,  if  fully 
known,  would  make  many  Members  who 
now  oppose  the  eligibility  of  women  to  be 
meml>ers  of  those  corporations  change 
their  minds,  as  they  have  changed  their 
minds  in  relation  to  women  on  boards  of 
guardians.    It  is  difficult  for  any  of  us  tc» 
appreciate    adequately    the  conditions; 
under  which  many  of  our  fcllow-citizena 
in  this  ntighty  London  live.    How  many 
Members  can  conceive  oi  the  couditiona 
under  which  families  live  who  inhabit 
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one  room,  and  one  room  only,  in  a 
tenement  house  in  the  East-end  T  Even 
in  the  richest  districts  there  are  places 
where  the  same  conditions  prevail — where 
cleanliness  is  impossibly  where'  decency 
and  morality  are  difficult.  It  was  to  detu 
with  these  facts  that  women  'twenty  years 
ago  ventured  into  London  life  to  do  the 
work  they  now  do.  Miss  Octavia  Hill 
and  the  band  of  women  who  work  with 
her  were  occupied  with  life  under  those 
conditions  before  men  were  concerned 
with  it;  and  when  the  Local  Government 
Act  of  1894  was  passed,  there  was  found 
already  trained  a  service  of  women  iit  to 
serve  in  the  vestries  in  fulfilment  of  the 
duties  they  had  voluntarily  undertaken, 
and  in  discharge  of  functions  which  the 
men  themselves,  if  left  alone,  would  have 
been  unable  to  discharge.  It  is  paretic 
to  hear,  as  I  have  done,  men  who  are  con- 
cerned with  vestries  in  the  south  and  east 
of  London  and  in  mid-London,  say  that 
the  work  they  have  to  do  cannot  be  done 
by  men.  It  has  been  done  with  the  help 
of  women.  And  now  it  is  proposed,  in 
pure  ignorance,  to  take  away  from  women 
the  opportunity  of  continuing  the  work 
they  have  done  so  well  and  so  much  to 
the  public  advantage.  The  mere  super- 
vision of  tenement  houses,  the  treatment 
of  outbreaks  of  disease  dl  these  thin^ 
require  the  use  of  women.  To  superintend, 
supervise,  and  instruct  women  officers  in 
the  conduct  of  afTairy  women  have  been 
necessary  on  the  vestries,  and  have  been 
found  of  such  assistance  that  they  have 
been  appointed  on  committee  after 
committee  for  dealing  with  matters 
concerning  tenement  houses  and 
the  treatment  of  the  sick.  Sup- 
pose an  infectious  disease  breaks  out  in 
a  bouse  in  every  room  of  which  there  is 
living  a  family  of  moderate  size ;  it  is  the 
intervention  of  women  that  has  enabled 
pariah  officers  to  treat  such  cases  properly, 
to  organise  a  service  to  relieve  others 
from  infection,  and  to  set  up  reception 
houses  to  which  infected  persons  are 
taken  while  the  process  of  disinfection 
goes  on,  and  whence  they  can  only  be 
taken  by  persuasion.  It  is  the  agency  of 
women  who  have  bofn  acting  as  part  of 
the  parish  vestries  which  has  enabled  ail 
this  to  be  done.  It  is  said  that  the  work  of 
boards  of  guardians  is  important,  and 
that  it  coiud  not  be  done  without  the 
assistance  of  women.  But  sanitation  is 
at  least  as  important  as  the  work  of 
boards  of  guarduuis.  It  is  said,  with  some 
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force,  that  sanitation  is  a  matter  of  pre- 
vention, whereas  the  work  of  boards  of 
guardians  has  to  do  with  the  cure  of  the 
evils  which  arise  from  the  defects 
sanitation.  You  are  going  to  the  origin 
of  things  when  you  de^  with  these 
wretched  houses  of  these  poor  inhabitants. 
When  you  try  to  regulate  and  civilise 
them,  to  raise  their  standard  of  existence, 
you  anticipate  the  conduct  of  the  lives  of 
persons  who,  if  left  alone,  would  in  the 
end  fill  your  workhouses  and  become  the 
objects  of  the  attention  of  guardians.  It 
was  proposed  a  year  ago  that  a  certain 
lady  who  has  done  good  work  on  a 
vestry  on  the  south  side  of  London 
should  stand  for  the  board  of  guardians, 
but  she  felt  that  she  could  not  discharge 
the  duties  of  both  offices.  Thereupon  a 
meeting  of  working  men  was  held,  and  it 
was  decided  Uiat  the  work  of  the  vestry 
was  more  important  than  th&t  of  the 
guardians,  and  they  could  not  allow  this 
lady  to  give  up  her  place  on  the  vestry. 
Those  who  confess  that  women  are  so 
important  in  regard  to  boards  of 
guardians  must  see  some  force  in  this 
opinion  of  the  working  men  them- 
selves as  to  the  desirabuity  of  women 
serving  on  vestries.  The  new  munici- 
palities will  take  over  the  work  of  the 
vestries,  and  all  the  good  work  which  the 
women  have  done  will  have  to  be  done 
under  the  new  bodies  in  some  sort  of  way. 
It  could  not  have  been  done  in  the  past 
but  for  their  co-operation,  and  if  you  take 
away  the  possibility  of  women  co-opera- 
tors in  the  municipalities  of  the  future 
that  work  will  be  done  very  badly.  There 
will  also  be  some  additional  functions, 
such  as  the  housing  of  the  poor.  Who 
have  88  much  knowledge  and  capacity  for 
dealing  with  questions  arising  from  the 
housing  of  the  poor  as  the  women  to  whom 
I  have  referred,  who  have  been  engaged 
in  considering  this  problem  in  the  most 
practical  way  for  the  last  four  years,  who 
have  trained  up  women  specially  acquainted 
with  the  facts,  and  specially  acquainted 
with  the  dangers  to  be  avoided,  and 
specially  informed  as  to  the  needs  to  be 
met  and  the  benefits  to  be  secured  !  There 
may  also  have  to  be  added  the  question  of 
common  lodging  houses.  Without  the 
assistance  of  women  you  really  will  never 
be  able  to  regulate  common  lodging 
houses  as  they  ought  to  be  reguUtea 
The  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  ^o  is  a 
great  authority  on  municipal  matters, 
said  on  one  occasioii  that  municipal  actioa 
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.goes  home  to  the  lives  of  the  masses ;  it 
•concerns  their  health,  iAxeir  comfort,  and 
their  recreation.   I  accept  every  word  of 
statement.    I  go  further,  and  say 
that  the  more  intimate  the  action  of  the 
muncipalities  is  in  relation  to  domestic 
life  the  more  important  is  the  co-operation 
of  women  in  making  that  action  intelligent 
-and  effective.    We  are  very  often  told 
that  this  Bill  is  intended  to  create  interest 
in  municipal  life.    Here  you  have  a  band 
of  women  who  have  exhibited  the  very 
interest  you  desire  to  excite,  and  it  is 
actually  proposed  to  turn  them  off  from 
taking  that  share  of  the  duties  which  they 
have  hitherto  discharged.   You  want  to 
elevate   the  tone   <h   municipal  life. 
Women  have  done  it.  They  have  bettered 
the  manners  and  improved  the  tone  of 
■and  elevated  the  conduct  of  those  con- 
cerned in  the  work  of  vestries.  You 
want  to  sweeten  the  conduct  of  affairs. 
They  are  the  people  who  have  done  it 
-and  will  continue  to  do  it.    You  want 
4d80  to  have  engaged  in  the  conduct  of 
.your  municipalities  persons  who  are  above 
suapicion  of  being  personally  interested. 
The  great  defect  of  vestries  in  the  past 
has  been  the  intrusion  of  men  who  came 
there  to  do  some  little  job  or  to  promote 
some  interest  of  their  own.   The  women 
who  have  been  engaged  on  vestries  have 
never  been  suspectwl  of  the  least  taint  of 
peraonal  interest  in  their  action.  The 
motion  I  make  is  simply  to  keep  women 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  they  have 
performed  so  well  for  the  last  five  years, 
And  the  most  powerful  argument  in  its 
favour  is  the  work  which  they  have  done. 
The  facts,  if  realised,   would  be  all- 
powerful.   I  merely  ask  that  this  question 
may  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Lords  for 
reconsideration.     What  reason  is  there 
why  it  should  not  be  submitted  once 
more  to  their  judgment  t    If  they  insist 
upon  their  view  we  could  at  last  only  be 
heaten  and  acquiesce  in  their  decision. 
There  is  no  risk  to  the  Bill  or  the  conduct 
of  public  business  involved  in  inserting 
the  Amendment  which  I  propose.  Surely 
it  might  be  urged  in  the  House  of  Lords 
above  all  asseinblies  that  they  should  not 
take  away  from  any  person  or  persons 
the  privileges  and  rights  which  they  at 
present  enjoy.    I  hope  the  Government 
-will  yet  allow  this  matter  to  be  an  open 
•question.    1  will  not  appeal  to  theLesder 
•of  the  House ;  I  know  his  heart  and  brain 
Are  with  us  in  thi:^  matter ;  he  strongly 
AippoEts  the  proposition  which  is  sub- 


mitted, although  he  may  have  to  urge 
the  propriety  of  deferring  to  the  House 
of  Lords  in  the  judgment  which  they 
have  pronounced.  But  there  is  no 
necessity  so  to  defer  at  this  stage. 
There  is  no  reason  why  you  should  not 
give  the  Lords  an  opportunity  of 
reconsidering  the  vote  which  they  have 
given,  and  that  is  all  that  I  ask  may  be 
done.  There  is  no  political  reason,  and 
certainly  no  Party  reason,  why  that  should 
not  be  done.  The  question  is  confined 
simply  to  whether  or  not  we  should  allow 
women  to  go  on  filling  the  posts  they 
have  been  chosen  to  fill  in  the  past,  and 
which  they  have  filled  with  so  much 
acceptance  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  over- 
crowded metropolis.  I  trust  the  House 
will  reaffirm  the  eligibility  of  women  for 
this  office,  and  for  uiat  purpose  I  move 
my  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  the  words  inserted  by  the  Lords  at  the 
end,  to  add  the  words  'except  that  of  coun- 
cillor.'"—(J/r.  Courtney.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  My  right  hon.  friend,  as  he  was  per- 
fectly justified  in  doing,  has  made  a 
survey  of  the  whole  question  with  which 
this  House  has  been  more  than  once  inte- 
rested in  connection  with  the  Bill  which 
has  recently  been  dealt  with  in  another 
place.  I  do  not  propose  to  follow  his 
example,  or  to  discuss  the  advantages  or 
disadvantages  of  having  women  on  the 
new  municipalities,  or  the  more  genenU 
question  of  the  work  women  are  capable 
of  doing  on  public  bodies,  with  whieh  he 
has  d^t  with  the  earnest  conviction 
which  we  all  know  he  possesses,  and  with 
great  fulness  and  completeness  of  argu- 
ment. I  will  only  say  that  I  recognise, 
and  I  believe  those  who  do  not  agree  with 
me  on  this  question  also  recognise,  the 
value  of  the  work  women  have  done  on 
boards  of  guardians  and  other  public 
bodies,  and  in  connection  with  the  life  of 
the  poor  in  our  crowded  cities,  and  the 
amelioration  which  may  be  introduced 
into  their  lot.  It  may  be  possible — 
though  this  is  not  an  occasion  for  con- 
tem|uating  or  discussingsuch  a  provision — 
that,  even  without  running  counter  to 
the  views  of  that  great  body  of  public 
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opinran  which,  I  think,  unfortunately,  is 
intent  on  resisting  the  equality  of  women 
and  men  in  connection  with'  these 
municipal  bodies — it  may  be  possible  to 
devise,  by  a  general  BiU,  arrangements 
by  which  they  may  serve  on  committees 
specially  connected  with  such  interests  as 
my  right  hon.  friend  has  dealt  with. 
That  may  meet  with  the  acceptance  of 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
I  only  throw  it  out  as  a  suggestion. 
Having  thrown  out  that  suggestion  I  pass 
on  to  say  that  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss 
with  my  right  hon.  frieml  the  best  form 
in  which,  in  his  opinion  or  in  the  opinion 
of  this  House,  the  BiU  might  be  ^tssed. 
We  have  to-day  a  different  task — to  con- 
aider  whether  it  is  in  the  interests  of 
tAie  Bill  which  we  are  desirous  of  passing 
through  the  House  that  we  should  enter 
into  a  contest  with  the  Upper  House  on 
this  question.  The  Government  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  in 
the  interests  of  the  Bill.  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  pointed  out  that  the  final 
Division  on  the  question  during  the  Report 
stage  of  the  Bill  was  taken  in  a  House 
which  could  not  be  described  as  an  empty 
House,  and  he  maintained  that  it  fairly 
represented  the  general  opinion  of  the 
House  and  the  Imlance  of  parties  in  the 
House  on  this  particular  question.  I  do 
not  know  whether  my  right  hon.  friend 
was  right  or  wrong,  but,  at  all  events,  he 
will  be  in  agreement  with  me  when  I  say 
that  the  utterances  of  this  House  ha^  e 
been,  to  a  certain  extent,  doubtful  and 
vacillating  on  this  subject,  while  the 
utterances  of  the  House  of  Peers— what- 
ever may  be  said  of  them — have  been 
neither  doubtful  nor  vacillating.  I  cannot 
believe  that  any  majonty  which, 
under  anj  circumstances,  comd  still  be 
obtained  in  this  House  in  favour  of  allow- 
ing women  to  have  seats  on  the  new 
municipal  bodies,  would  be  sufficient  to 
induce  the  House  of  Lords  to  yield  upon 
a  point  on  which  they  have  expressed  so 
clear  and  strong  a  eouA  iction  hy  such  an 
overwhelming  majority.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  would  be  merely  pro- 
Toking  a  useless  contest,  possibly  en- 
dangering the  Bill,  if  M'e  attempted  to 
restore  tbe  Bill  to  the  original  shape  in 
which  it  left  this  House,  or  adopt  the 
modification  my  right  hon.  friend  proposes. 
If  the  modification  were  of  a  character 
which  would  conciliate  the  opposition  of 
the  House  of  Lords  something  might  be 
said  for  it.    Bnt  any  one  who  followed 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


the  course  of  the  Debate  in  the  House  of 
Lords  or  the  trend  of  opinion  there  would 
see  that  the  objection  to  allowing  women 
to  be  councillors  woukt  not  in  any  sens& 
be  miti^ted  by  not  allowing  them  to  be 
aldermen  or  mayors.  That  beit^  so,  I  da 
not  think  my  right  hon.  friend  has  pro- 
posed what  may  be  properly  c^ed  a 
compromise.  I  do  not  think  his  sugge»- 
tion,  if  carried  by  this  House,  would  lead 
to  an  agreement  between  the  two  Houses. 
That  being  so,  in  the  interests  of  the 
measure  which  I  have  been  respon- 
sible for  carrying  through  this  House,  on 
the  part  ol  the  Government  I  am  obliged 
to  say  that  we  propose  to  resist  the 
Amendment  of  my  right  hon.  friend. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  :  This  questioi* 
is  one  of  very  great  importance,  and  I 
trust  that  it  is  not  going  to  be  divided 
upon  without  some  further  discussion  bo- 
sides  that  which  it  has  already  received. 
I  must  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  I  can- 
not agree  with  the  policy  pursued  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  f<»" 
Bodmin,  who  has  proposed  the  compro- 
mise which  is  embodied  in  his  Amendment, 
and  for  this  reason — that  I  do  not  believe 
that  he  will  secure  one  single  vote  more 
by  this  compromise,  as  compared  with  a- 
motion  to  reject  the  Lords  Amendment 
in  this  House.    I  fancy  that  he  himself 
will  be  doubtful  as  to  the  wisdom  of  hia.- 
policy,  aft«r  hearing  the  speech  which  haa 
come  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  and  which,  I 
assume,   means  that    the  Government 
\^'hips  are  to  tell  in  the  Division  in 
support  of  the  Amendment  of  the  House 
of  Lords.    The  whole  course  of  the  dia-- 
cussion  of  this  question  in  the  House  of 
Commons  has  been  one  of  the  most  singu- 
I  lar  M'hich  I  have  ever  observed  in  my 
I  own  experience.   ^Mien  the  question  waa 
first  submitted  to  the  House,  the  Govern- 
'  ment  left  it  an  absolutely  open  question^- 
'  and  the  Leader  of  the  House  rather  in* 
I  dicated  that  his  sympathies  went  with 
I  the  eligibility  of  women  sitting  upon- 
I  these  fixlies,"  and  in  the  lobby  after- 
i  wards  wo  had  the  advantage  of  the  support 
[  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  of  tb* 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and  some 
I  other  Members  of  the  Government.  I 
i  notice  this  extraordinary  fact  —  and  I 
think  it  is  right  that  the  public  should 
i  know  it — that  while  the  r  irst  Lord  of 
'  the  Treasury  declared  that  this  was  an 
!  open  question  iu  which  the  GK>vernmmt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


53 


London, 


{6  July  1899} 


Government  Bill. 


5^ 


would  take  no  part,  the  Crovemment 
AVTiips  were  active  in  working  against 
the  eligibility  of  women  sitting  on  the 
new  municipalities,  just  as  if  it  were  a 
Gkivernment  matt-er.  In  all  the  Divisions 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Government 
Whips  worked  against  the  proposal  to 
allow  women  to  be  eligible  for  these 
bodies,  with  the  greatest  possible  activity, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  that  had  a  great 
effect  in  influencing  the  Members  who 
voted.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  play  to 
approach  this  question  in  that  way,  and  I 
think  the  Government  ought  to  liave  had 
the  courage  to  take  up  the  question. 
Certainly,  after  having  announced 
through  the  Leader  of  the  House  that 
this  was  to  be  left  an  open  question,  I  do 
think  that  the  Government  Whips  ought 
not  to  have  operated  to  influence  the 
result  either  one  way  or  the  other.  I 
listened  with  great  interest  and  with 
some  sjinpathy  and  compassion  to  the 
somewhat  pathetic  speech  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin,  in  which 
he  still  clings  to  the  delusion  that  you  can 
discover  in  the  House  of  Lords  any  sym- 
pathy with  human  suffering.  He  devoted 
a  considerable  time  to  explaining— I  sup 
pose  for  the  beneSt  of  the  large  section  of 
the  House  of  Lords  who  are  listening  to 
this  Debate  —  the  enormous  Iwnefits 
which  women  have  brought  by  their  public 
work  on  these  public  bodies  to  the  suffer- 
ing poor  in  this  great  city.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thought  that  would  re- 
commend his  cause  to  the  Memliers  of 
the  House  of  Lords  sitting  in  another 
place  he  is  greatly  mistaken,  for  in  the 
Upper  House  when  tbe  ordinary  work  of 
the  nation  is  transacted  very  few  members 
attend.  But  on  certain  occmions,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  truly  said,  they  are 
seen  assembling  there  in  great  numbers, 
and  their  faces  are  so  unfamiliar  that  the 
doorkeepers  at  the  House  of  Lords  have 
often  attempted  to  prevent  some  of  them 
going  in.  When  it  comes  to  a  question 
■of  women  discharging  duties  which  they 
are  better  fitted  to  discharge  than  men, 
then  Memljers  of  the  House  of  Lords  are 
brought  down,  who  have  not  sat  in  that 
chamber  for  years,  togiveavote,  juUasthey 
did  on  another  historic  occasion,  when  I 
saw  brought  into  the  House  of  Lords  to 
vote  the  lame,  and  the  blind,  and  even  a 
Memljer  was  brought  down  in  a  perani- 
"bulator  to  ^ve  his  vote  in  order  that  the 

rir  suffermg  tenants  of  Ireland  might 
kept  out  of  their  homes.    I  hope  this 


'  lesson  will  not  be  lost  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  that  he  will  be,  at  last,  • 
weaned  from  the  idea  that  the  House  of' 
Peers  is  an  essential  part  of  the  consti- 
tution of  this  country.  But  whether- 
essential  or  not  it  has  always  distinguished' 
itself  by  blocking  and  obstructing  through- j 
out  this  century  every  proposal  for  the- 
benefit  of  the  people,  and  intended  for- 
the  relief  of  human  suffering.  I  desire' 
now  to  turn  to  the  speech  made  by  the 
Leader  of  the  House.  He  is  a  distin-- 
guished  advocate  of  the  rights  of  women,, 
and  he  goes  somewhat  further  than  I 
have  ever  gone  in  that  direction  ;  but  I* 
would  ask  his  followers  and  the  Members- 
on  this  side  of  the  House — and  there  «m* 
many  men  equally  opposed  to  this  ques- 
tion on  this  side  of  the  House — have  they 
fully  considered  what  effect  such  a  speech 
will  have  ?  I  must  say  that  I  think  thei 
action  taken  by  the  Leader  of  the  House- 
to-day  in  the  face  of  the  facts  is  cowardly. 
I  have  never  voted  myself  for  the  Parlia-- 
mentary  suffrage  of  women,  for  I  have 
always  seen  great  difficulties  in  the  way, 
although  I  have  never  voted  against  itv 
One  m  the  ai^uments  which  I  have 
always  found  the  j^eatest  difficulty  in 
getting  over  is  that  women  have  said,  and 
said  with  great  force,  "  Lentil  we  have  the 
suffrage  we  shall  never  get  fair  play 
or  justice  in  the  House  of  Commons." 
To-day  that  argument  will  have  great 
additional  strength,  because  if  ever 
there  was  a  case  in  which  the  women  have 
all  the  justice  on  their  side  in  favour  of 
the  claim  which  they  are  making^, 
that  case  is  the  one  in  which  the  House  of 
Commons  is  called  upon  to  judge  to-dayi 
If  the  women  of  this  cotmtr}'  possessed 
votes,  would  the  action  of  the  Leader  of 
the  House  have  been  what  it  is  to-day  t 
Does  any  man  suppose  that,  if  we  had  to- 
consider  the  votes  of  the  women  in  our 
constituencies,  the  House  of  Commons 
would  do  otherwise  than  grant  this  con- 
cession and  throw  out  the  Amendment  of 
the  House  of  Lords  1  We  know  how 
different  the  result  of  the  Division  would 
be  if  women  had  votes.  In  view  of  that 
fact  I  say  that  if  you  decide  to-day  to- 
deny  to  women  their  right  to  be  elected 
on  these  bodies,  where  niey  are  certainly 
qualified  to  sit  and  to  do  the  business 
Iwtter  than  men,  you  are  giving  an  enor- 
mous impetus  to  the  cause  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary suffrage  being  e.\'tended  to 
women.  I  hope  the  women  of  Great 
Britain    will    note  the  action  of  the 
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Government  and  will  scan  the  Division 
List  very  carefully.    On  what  ground  are 
women  being  excluded  1   I  have  listened 
to  all  the  Debates  that  have  taken  place 
on  this  question,  and  I  have  listened  in 
vain  for  one  single  argument  except  one, 
to  which  I  will  allude  in  a  moment, 
why  we  should  neglect  this  claim.  We 
have  had  ridicule — we  are  accustomed  to 
'that — and  we  have  had  sneers  at  women 
in  the  usual  style,  but  no  Member  has 
:  stood  up  in  a  serious  spirit  and  has  en- 
deavoured to  meet  the  arguments  adduced 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
:for  Bodmin,  and  to  explain  on  what 
:fround8  of  public  policy  they  seek  to 
'deny  to  the  poor  of  this  city  the  enormous 
advantage  tiiey  now  obtain  by  women 
'Serving  on  these  boards.   I  oave  only 
heard  one  argument — that  used  by  the 
noble  Lord  opposite— viz.,  that  women 
should  not  be  exposed  to  the  rough  and 
tumble  and  to  the  unpleasant  scenes  at 
•contested  elections.  Certainly  in  England, 
though  not  yet  in  Ireland,  women  of 
both  political  parties  have  taken  quite 
■as   active  a  part    as   men    in  elec- 
tions. The  ladies  of  the  Primrose  League 
and  the  Women's  Liberal  Association  do 
&ot  appear  to  be  much  afraid  of  the  rough 
■and  tumble  of  elections.    In  every  con- 
•tested  election  where  a  man  is  sufficiently 
happy  to  be  the  possessor  of  a  wife  he 
always  arrives  on  the  scene  accompanied 
by  her.    Really  I  cannot  see  much  force 
in  that  argument.     If  there  were  any 
force  in  it — I  do  not  attach  any  weight  to 
it— we  could  provide  in  this  Bill  machinery 
■which  would  enable  women  to  avoid  the 
rough  and  tumble  of  elections.    I  object 
;to  the  proposed  compromise  now  before 
the  House.   If  women  are  eligible  to  be 
'Councillors,  a  fortiori  the^  are  eligible  to 
be  aldermen.   If  there  is  any  force  in 
4he  argument  that   it  is    not  desir- 
uible  to  expose   women   to  the  rough 
-  and    tumble    of    contested   dec  ti  ona, 
rthen  they  ought  to  be  admitted  as  alder- 
men to  these  councils  should  the  councils 
-desire  it.    I  will  only  say  in  conclusion, 
for  the  beneiit  of  those  who  oppose  this 
-claim  because  of  their  prejudice  against 
the  claim  of  women  to  the  Parliamentary 
ranchise,  that  I  do  not  believe  this  pro- 
posal would  advance  that  claim.    On  the 
contrary,  I  believe,  and  I  sincerely  believe, 
that  the  cowardly  refusal  of  this  House  to 
.grant  this  reasonable  request  will  give  a 
very  considerable  impetus  to  the  agitation 
Mr.  DUUm. 


for  conferring  the  Parliamentary  franchise 
on  women. 

*Mr.  FAITHFULL  BEGG  (Glasgow. 
St.  Rollox) :  As  I  propose  to  vote  against 
my  Party  on  this  occasion,  I  do  not  wish 

to  give  a  silent  vote.    In  the  previous 
Derates  which  have  taken  place  on  this 
question  I  have  followed  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin,  because 
he  was  fully  authorised  to  represent  the 
views  of  those  interested  in  this  question. 
I  think,  perhaps,  at  an  earlier  stt^e  some 
slight  error  of  judgment  was  made,  in  the 
sense  that  too  much  was  asked  for,  and 
possibly  owing  to    that   the  present 
difficulty  has  arisen.   But^  however  that 
may  be,  I  cannot  a^ree  with  those 
who  say  that  what  is  now  proposed 
is    not    essentially  in    the  nature  of 
a  compromise.    What  had  been  asked 
was  that  the  functions  which  women 
are  now   discharging    should    be  ex- 
tended.   What  is  now  proposed  is  that 
those  functions  should  be  in  the  new 
bodies  exactly  as  they  were  in  the  old 
bodies,  and  I  have  the  high  authority  of 
Lord  Salisbury  for  stating  that  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  the  new  bodies  will 
be  the  same  as  the  bodies  they  are  super- 
seding.  We  are  face  to  face  with  a  some- 
what difficult  situation,  but  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation whatever  in  taking  the  course  I 
propose  to  take,  and  that  is  to  go  into  the 
lobby  with  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Bodmin.    I  do  not  propose 
to  argue  the  subject  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  merit  of  the  services  already 
rendered  by  women  in  the  govenuuent  w 
London.     I   recognise   this  as  an  im- 
portant Bill  which  the  Government  caimot 
afford  to  have  defeated,  but  I  really  do 
not  think  there  is  any  risk  of  defeat 
if  this  very  reasonable  proposal  be  sent 
up  to  the  Lords  for  reconsideration. 
What  have  we  to  contend  with  1  The 
Lords  are  essentially  accustomed  to  com- 
promise, they  exist  practically  to  com- 
promise, if  it  is  shown  to  them  that  this 
House  has  made  up  its  mind  absolutely 
on  any  question.    There  is  great  force  in 
the  remark  of  the  hon.  .Member  opposite 
that  although  ostensibly  the  Government 
left  Members  free  to  vote  in  any  way 
they  pleased  on  this  question,  yet  the 
Government  whips  did  influence  Members 
and  to  that  extent  influenced  the  result. 
I  think,  therefore,  it  is  exceedingly  unftff- 
timate  that  we  should  be  OAked  by  the 
Government  to  throw  up  the  sponge  at 
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the  present  moment.  My  rieht  hon. 
friend  threw  out  a  suggestion  which  was 
referred  to  in  the  speeeh  of  the  Leader  of 
the  House.  I  am  not  qnitd  sure  whether 
I  understood  him  to  suggest  that  an 
enabling  Bill  might  be  brought  in  at  a 
later  staee  to  enable  women  to  serve  on  a 
species  m  committee  on  these  new  bodies. 
Are  we  to  understand  that  such  a  pledge 
is  to  be  given  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir. 

*Mr.  FAITHFULL  BEGG  :  Then,  I 
do  not  see  anything  in  the  suggestion 
calculated  to  let  down  easily  those  who 
feel  very  strongly  on  this  question.  Even 
if  such  an  enabling  Bill  were  passed,  I 
am  not  at  all  sure  it  would  meet  the  case. 
It  would  be  saying  to  the  women :  *'  There 
are  certain  questions  regarding  which  you 
may  be  of  use,  and  on  these  questions 
come  into  council  with  us,  but  as  regards 
other  questions  we  will  not  permit  you 
to  interfere.  You  shall  continue  to  pay 
rates,  but  you  shall  not  have  any  say  as 
to  how  these  rates  are  spent."  We  have 
not,  I  maintain,  been  treated  in  a  reason- 
able way  by  the  Government,  in  Yiew 
of  the  earlier  stages  of  this  discussion, 
and  I  shall  certainly  vote  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bodmui. 

♦Mr.  BIRRELL  (Fife,  W.) :  I  con- 
fess I  see  in  the  somewhat  dis- 
creditable position  in  which  the  House  of 
Commons  finds  itself  at  the  present 
moment,  in  its  contest  with  the  other 
House,  the  judgment  of  Heaven  upon  us 
for  having  sent  up  to  that  truth-loving 
assembly  a  measure  so  dressed  up  with 
tinselled  phrases  and  fraudulent  pretences 
as  to  induce  those  innocently-minded 
persons  to  believe,  notwithstanding  the 
assurances  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  the 
contrary,  that  the  Bill  was  really  one 
of  first-class  importance.  I  remember — 
I  am  sure  I  am  the  only  person  in  the 
House  who  does  remember— that  I 
described  this  Bill  during  the  discussion 
in  Committee  as  a  Bill  to  call  an  old 
thing  by  a  new  name.  Nobody 
took  &ay  notice  of  the  observation,  which, 
none  the  less,  or,  perhaps,  all  the  more,  I 
treasured  near  my  heart.  Judge,  there- 
fore^ my  delight  when,  happening  to  cross 
over  to  another  plac^  I  heard  Lord  Salis- 
bury, who,  after  all,  is  Prime  Minister 
and  the  head  of  the  Government,  and  by 
common  consent  the  ablest  and  not  the 


least  straightforward  Member  of  it,  mako 
the  very  same  observation — of  course,  in 
chaster  language.  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  am  in  order  in  referring  to  what  tho 
noble  Lord  said,  but  I  heard  the  noble 
Lord  distinctly  say  that  the  object  of  this- 
Bill  was  simply  to  give  vestries  new 
names,  and  tnat  it  i^ded,  save  in  one 
respect  the  housing  of  the  poor,  nothing  to- 
their  authority.  It  has  not  been  alleged 
for  a  single  moment,  even  in  another  place,, 
with  the  plentiful  experience  we  now 
have  of  the  mode  and  manner  in  which 
women  conduct  such  public  duties  as  they 
are  allowed  to  perform,  that  they  have  not 
shown  good  judgment  and  great  capacity. 
On  school  boards,  boards  of  guardians,  and 
wherever  they  have  been  permitted  to 
serve  they  have  shown  remarkable  com- 
petency in  discharging  those  duties.  I  will 
not  enter  into  any  vulgar  comparisons  withi 
the  work  discharged  by  male  members  of" 
these  bodies.  We  have  had  large  experi- 
ence all  over  the  country  on  boards  of 
every  kind  and  description,  and  we  find 
that  wherever  women  have  had  an  oppof- 
tunity  of  exercising  public  functions  the/ 
have  shown  they  possess  very  consider- 
able qualifications  for  that  purpose.  It  is,, 
therefore,  not  because  women  are  incapable- 
that  the  House  of  Lords  proceeded  to  tako- 
the  step  it  has  taken.  I  confess,  when  we- 
are  told  that  nobody  complains  of  women 
sitting  on  boards  of  guardians,  I  am 
ashamed  of  the  chivalry  of  man.  If  there 
is  a  place  where  it  is  hard  for  an  educated 
and  refined  and  pious  woman  to  sit,  it  is 
on  a  board  of  guardians,  cheek  by  jowl  with 
greasy  publicans  and  small  shopkeepers,, 
smiling  uneasily  at  the  clumsy  pleasantries 
of  her  associates,  and  very  often  blushing 
scarlet  at  their  unseemly  jokes.  To  that 
martyrdom  for  the  love  of  God  and  the 
service  of  the  poor,  you  are  willing  that 
they  should  submit  themselves.  We  allow 
them  to  sit  in  unreformed  vestries,  through 
scenes  when  Blosgins  the  ironmonger 
pulls  the  nose  of  Scroggins  the  green- 
grocer. That  does  not  interfere  with  the 
purity  of  their  characters  ;  but  the  moment 
you  reform  these  vestries,  and  make  them 
more  popular  and  more  suitable  to  persons 
of  refinement  and  education,you  select  that 
very  moment  to  turn  round  on  women  and 
say,  "  You  are  no  longer  fit  to  sit  here 
these  are  not  lihe  places  for  you ;  out  you 
go."  This  is  the  message  the  House  of 
Commons  sends  to  the  women  of  England, 
and  I  say  it  is  a  message  of  insult. 
Everybody  knows  that  the  reason  that- 
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the  House  of  Lords  made  this  Amend- 
ment is  not  that  they  have  in  any  way  a 
rooted  objection,  or  care  a  snap  of  their 
-august  fingers  whether  half  a  dozen  women 
take  their  seats  fitfully  in  the  dingy  , 
■  chambers  where  these  new  sprawling  j 
municipalities  will  hold  their  meetinge.  , 
Nobody  cares  a  straw  on  the  subject.  We  ' 
-are  thinking  of  this  "bouse  beautiful." 
We  are  thinking  that,  some  day  or  other, 
if  women  are  allowed  the  opportunity  <A 
showing  their  competence  all  over  the 
•country,  on  this  board  and  that  board, 
jind  on    these    municipal   councils — if 
nothing  can  be  said  against  the  mode  in 
which  they  have  discharged  their  duties, 
if  they  hav^  won  admiration  and  disarmed 
-  opposition — then,  on  some  day  or  another, 
.in  far-oft'  summers  we  shall  never  see, 
women  may  come  and  say,  "  \Ve  have 
made  out  our  claim  to  admission  within 
these  portals."    That  is  not  the  question 
we  are  considering  now.    Nothing  that 
we  can  do  will  bind  the  hands  of  our 
posterity.    When  called  to  fight  that 
question,  they  ivill  fight  it  with  weir  own 
-arguments,  without  any  regard  to  what 
we  say  this  afternoon.    For  my  own  part, 
I  contemplate  that  possibility  with  the 
equanimity  of  one  who,  in  the  first  place, 
is  assured  that  he  will  be  dead  at  the 
time  ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  remembers 
how   this  House    has  survived  every 
kind  of   change    and    every  sort  of 
Member.    Since  this  House  has  existed 
we  have   seen   prize-fighters,  jockeys,  | 
bullies,  cowarcU,  and  drunkai-da,  all  taking  } 
their  seats  in  it.    You  may  go  into  the  < 
r.brary  and  take  down  the  three  bloated  ' 
volumes  of  "Russell  on  Crime";  you  may  [ 
search  that  gloomy  catalogue  and  not  find  ! 
a  single  crime,  however  hideous  ;  a  single  ^ 
felony,  however  shameful ;  a  single  misde- 1 
meanour,  however  disgusting  and  dis- , 
creditable,  which  has  not  at  one  time  or  , 
another  been  committed  by  a  Member  of  | 
Ihis  House.   Not  only  have  they  at  i 
divers  times  c<nnmitted  these  offences  { 
but  the}'  have  been  found  out,  and  have  1 
■suffered  all  the  diverse  penalties  of  the 
law  and  every  period  of  penal  servitude. 
Notwithstanding  all  these  things,  notwith- 
standing the  appearance  from   time  to 
time  of  persons  of  that  sort  in  this  House, 
we  still  consider  ourselves  the  pride  of  the 
country  and  the  envy  of  surrounding 
nations.    Even  were  that  the  question, 
this   House    would    be    found  strong 
«nough  to  survive  it.    But  it  is  not 
the  question.   The  question  is,  whether 

Mr.  Birrfll. 


women  should  be  deprived  of  a  right 
which  they  at  present  enjoy,  whether 
women,  judged  by  their  conduct  in  the 
past,  have  disqualified  themselves  for 
discharging  the  public  duties  which  they 
have,  l:>y  common  consent,  hitherto 
admirably  discharged.  Are  we  to  gp 
back  on  something  we  have  already  done  1 
Are  we  to  take  away  the  right  which 
women  now  enjoy — not  because  we  are 
frightened  at  the  manner  in  which  they  will 
exercise  this  particular  privilege — if  privi- 
lege it  be — but  because  of  something  in  the 
far-oflT  future  which  we  dare  not  contem- 
plate 1  I  cannot  assume  that  anything  we 
do  to-day  will  interfere  or  call  in 
question  how  posterity  will  vote  on 
this  question  when  it  arises.  But^  if  we 
do  not  reject  the  Lords'  Amendment,  we 
may  accelerate  that  period  that  some  of 
us  pretend  to  deplore,  because  after  the 
Vote  which  will  be  taken  this  afternoon, 
you  will  be  able  to  write  over  the  portals 
oi  the  House  of  Lords  and  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  "  Here  dwell  a  race  of  men 
who  are  afraid  of  wcnnen." 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  can- 
not hope  to  compete  with  the  eloquence 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down,  but  I  would  like  to  make 
a  brief  protest  against  the  course  which 
the  right  hon.  the  Leader  of  the  House 
has  elected  to  follow.  Not  a  single 
reason  has  been  given  to  us  why  we 
should  not  agree  to  the  Amenmnent. 
Within  the  last  fortni^t,  on  two  important 
London  questions  connected  with  measures 
which  passed  in  this  House,  the  Lonls 
have  corrected  mistakes  we  made  in  this 
House.  We  owe  them  a  debt  of  gratitude 
for  that.  I  think  this  afternoon  we 
should  give  them  an  opportunity  of  cor- 
recting the  mistake  they  have  made  in 
regard  to  this  Bill.  I  only  desire  to  make 
one  point  on  this  subject.  If  the  Fiiat 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  will  not  consent  to 
reconsider  this  matter,  the  Government 
will  be  guilty  of  a  total  breach  of  faith 
with  the  House  and  with  London.  The 
first  promise  the  First  Lord  made  was 
that  there  should  l»e  no  interference  with 
any  of  the  franchises  which  London 
enjoyed  at  present  as  compared  with  the 
provincial  municipalities.  Now,  one  of 
the  most  \'aluab]e  franchises  we  have  got 
is  that  which  gives  the  right  to  women  to 
sit  on  these  boards,  where  they  have  done 
moat  useful  work.  But  it  is  a  fnuiohiae 
of  the  voters  aho,  because  they  can  select 
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women  to  sit  on  these  boards.  In  that  side  may  have  one  view,  and  gentlemen 
respect  we  ought  to  remember  the  voters  '  on  the  other  side^ma^  have  another  view, 
■aa  well  as  the  women.    There  are  duties       '  ^  '^^  "  *" 


which  women  can  discharge  better  than 
men,  and  why  should  the  right  hon. 
•Gentleman,  in  the  face  of  his  promises, 
deprive  the  people  of  London  of  the  right 
to  return  women  to  look  aft^  baths  and 
washhouses  and  the  other  women's  work 
which  they  have  done  so  well  in  the 
past  t 


and  some  on  both  sides  may  take  opposite 
views.  Thirty  years  ago  the  most 
ardent  democrat  in  the  country  did  not 
dream  of  giving  women  a  vote  or  a  seat 
in  these  councils. 

*Mr.  COURTNEY  i  I  did. 


Mr.  LABOUGHEBE  :  The  right  hon 
I  Grentleman  says  he.  did  thirty  years  ago. 
I  Well,  I  will  say  that  if  any  person  fifty 
I  years  ago,  or  since  the  commencement  of 

'  the  world,  had  proposed  that  women  were 

Mr.  LOUGH:  With  great  ~  T  ™;,,?ir'LS^&"fr„  ^ 

may  say  I  think  I  have  made  good  my 
point,  but  I  will  not  repeat  it. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  right  hon. 
Ocoitleman  has  no  right  to  charge  me  with 
breach  of  faith. 


Hon.  Members:  Withdraw. 

Mr.  LOUGH :  I  do  not  feel  bound  to 
■withdraw,  for  I  think  I  have  made  my 
point  fairly.  Another  promise  made  by 
the  right  oon.  Gentleman  was  that  the 
Government  would  leave  hon.  Members 
■on  both  sides  of  the  House  free  to  vote  as  j  Jj^^J^ed 
they  pleased.  I  do  not  think  he  is  keep-  '  ^gg^ 
ing  his  promise  in  that  matter.  The 
Government  is  now  interfering,  and 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
will  not  be  able  to  vote  as  they  think 
rights  because  their  allegiance  to  party 
compels  them  to  vote  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen.  The  promise  was  made  that 
we  should  be  left  free  to  vote  on  this 
matter,  and  now  we  are  not  to  be  allowed 
41  free  vote.    I  do  not  think  a  single 


men  he  would  have  been  looked  upon  as 
a  lunatic.  Take  Tiberius  Gracchus,  the 
Roman  democrat.  What  would  have 
been  thought  of  him  by  his  fellow- 
countrymen  if  he  had  proposed  that 
women  should  sit  in  the  Roman  Senate  1 
We  know  very  well  that  there  have  been 
democrats  in  this  country  for  many 
centuries,  and  you  may  search  the  motions 
made  in  this  House  for  the  last  five 
years  in  vain  till  the  year 
or  1866;  when  the  first  motion 
was  made  in  regard  to  giving  votes 
to  women,  and  then  it  was  defeated.  Let 
us  be  fair  and  honest  in  this  matter  of 
giving  votes  to  women.  What  I  object 
to  is  that  hon.  Gentlemen  who  think  that 
women  ought  to  have  the  same  political 
rights  as  men  do  not  bring  in  a  Bill  of 
their  own;  but  they  lay  their  eggs- 
female  eggs — in  a  Bill  of  other  people. 
This  Bill,  when  it  was  brought  in,  had 


reason  has  been  given  why  we  should  not ,  ^ija^jiutely  nothing  to  do  with  this  question 
irive  the  Lords  an  opportunity  of  re- ,   .  .  ,  _„lt.  j,nn 


_give  tbe  i^oras  an  opportunity 
considering  this  matter.  It  will  not 
^danger  uie  Bill,  for  there  will  be  other 
points  to  be  debated  and  sent  up  to  the 
Lords  for  reconsideration.  I  say  that- 
if  the  Government  press  on  this  decision 
they  will  court  an  aidverse  judgment  from 
4ihe  country,  and  it  will  soon  be  given, 
when,  I  am  sure,  the  policy  pursued  by 
the  Government  during  the  last  few  years 
will  be  reversed. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  intend  to  vote  not  with  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  Leader  of  the  House,  or 
Against  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  ; 
I  am  just  going  to  vote  with  the  Lords, 
And  therefore  1  ^rish  to  explain  my  posi- 
tion. This  question  is  not  in  any  sense  a 
Liberal,  Democratic,  or  Conservative 
question.  It  is  nmply  a  question  of 
oentimwt  on  which  gentlemen  on  this 


of  women ;  but  up  got  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin,  and 
seized  the  opportunity  to  propose  a  clause 
that  women  should  be  given  votes  by  this 
Bill.  My  right  hon.  friend  is  a  man  for 
whom  I  h  ive  a  special  admiration, 
because  there  is  no  humbug  about 
ray  right  hon.  friend.  My  right  hon. 
friend  is  a  thoroughly  honest  man. 
He  does  not  come  down  here,  as  some 
people  do,  and  say :  "  Oh,  we  would  not 
give  women  the  suffrage ;  we  would 
give  a  few,  perhaps,  the  suffrage,  but  not 
many  ;  but  we  would  not  allow  them  to 
sit  in  this  House."  My  right  hon.  friend 
thoroughly  believes  that  women  ought  to 
have  in  every  way  the  same  political 
rights  as  men,  and  he  knows  perfectly 
well  that  he  cannot  establish  that  change 
at  one  blow  ;  he  will  carry  the  day  if 
by  d^rees  he  can  sap  the  fortress  ia 
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which  men  are  entrenched.  That  is  why 
I  admire  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  But 
this  special  proposal  is  the  most  absurd  of 
any  of  the  proposals  in  regard  to  women 
that  I  have  yet  heard  discussed  in  this 
House.  You  do  not  give  manied  women 
votes,  and  yet  you  absolutely  say  that 
you  are  to  allow  women  to  sit  on  these 
august  municipalities.  Surely,  that  is 
putting  the  cart  before  the  horse. 

*Mr.  COURTNEY :  They  have  votes. 

MR.LABOUCHERE:  Married  women? 

*Mr.  COURTNEY :  Yes. 

Mn.  J.ABOUCHERE:  That  is  the 
case  with  regard  to  married  women  who 
have  property  of  their  omu  ;  but,  as  my 
right  hon.  friend  knows  perfectly  well, 
his  proposal  is  to  allow  women  to  sit  on 
these  municipalities  whether  they  have 
property  or  not.  Then  my  right  hon. 
friend  understands  tactics ;  he  first  pro- 
poses to  get  half  his  case.  He  says,  "  I 
won't  ask  the  House  to  disagree  with  that 
part  of  the  proposal  which  forbids  women 
to  be  aldermen,  but  let  them  be  only 
common  councillors."  Can  he  adduce 
one  single  reason  why  a  woman  should 
be  a  common  councillor  and  not  an 
alderman )  If  my  right  hon.  friend  is 
able  to  slip  in  as  a  common  councillor, 
what  will  be  the  effect  ?  My  right  hon. 
friend  will  come  down  another  time  and 
say,  "Is  it  not  monstrous  that  when  you 
allow  women  to  be  councillors,  you  won't 
allow  them  to  be  aldennen  ? "  Then  we 
shall  make  them  aldennen.  And  then, 
having  elected  them  aldermen,  he  will 
say,  "  It  is  perfectly  prepasterous  that 
while  women  can  be  aldermen  and 
councillors  in  London  they  are  not  to  be 
aldermen  and  councillors  in  municipalities 
in  the  country. "  And  then,  having  a^n 
carried  his  point,  my  right  hon.  fnend 
will  propose  that  they  should  sit  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield.  Bright- 
side)  :  Why  not  ? 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  My  hon.  friend 
says,  *'  Why  not  1 "  My  hon.  friend  is  an 
honest  man ;  he  knows  this  will  be  the 
result.  It  was  on  this  very  ground  that  i 
voted  against  the  proposal.  A  horrible 
vision  appears  before  me.   I  seem  to  see 

Mr.  Labouckere.  ' 


ladies  sitting  on  these  benches.    I  see  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  and  the  Leader  of 
the    Government,  Scotch    ladies,  very 
likely.  I  see  that  one  of  the  able  Whips  of 
the  Government  has  just  come  in.  W& 
know  what  the  duties  of  Whips  are,  and 
as  those  duties  are  to  get  votes  the  most 
fascinating  ladies    will,  of  course,  b& 
selected  for  these  posts ;  and  what  will 
happen  %     I  tremble  to  think.  Evei> 
your  chair,  Sir,  would  not  be  sacred. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  attitude  of  the 
Xx)ra8  is  a  most  becoming  one  in  this 
matter.     It  is  precisely  what  I  have 
always  wanted  the  Lords  to  do.  I  went  into 
another  place   when  a  nobleman  was 
discussing  the  matter,  and  what  did  that 
nobleman  say  %   He  said  he  understood 
that  the  Division  in  this  House  had  been 
a  scratch  Division,  and  he  went  on  to  say, 
"  We  don't  want  to  interfere  with  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  we  want  to  know 
what  the  House  of   Commons  really 
wishes.    If  the  House  of  Commons  is 
really  in  favour  of  this  clause,  then  we 
will  not  stand  to  our  views ;  but  we  really 
think  it  right  to  send  back  the  clause  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  to  ask  the 
House  of  Commons  to  inform  us  whac 
their  wishes  are,  which  we  are  ready  to 
accept."    ("  No.")    Yes,  and  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  very  proper  attitude  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Lords.    Well,  there 
was  a  scratch  Division.    Even  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin  tned 
to  prove  that  it  was  not  a  scratch  Division 
because  it  happened  at  seven  o'clock. 
What  did  happen  on  that  day  ?  The 
Finance  HU  haid  been  under  discussion. 
It  was  not  intended  to  take  a  Division  on 
the  Finance  Bill,  and  a  great  many  Mem- 
bers went  home,  preferring  to  read  the 
speeches  than  to  hear  them  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  For  some  reason  the  discussion 
on  the  Finance  Bill  broke  down,  and  the 
next  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper  went  off  un- 
expectedly. Suddenly  this  Division  came 
on.  At  the  commencement  of  the  evening 
when  I  asked  some  of  my  friends  who  are 
in  favour  of  eveiything  connected  with 
woman :  "  Is  Uiat  woman  question  onning 
on ! "  they  said,  I  have  no  doubt  quite 
honestly,  «  No."    Well,  I  did  not  care  to 
stop  for  the  Finance  Bill,  and  I  was  on 
the  point  of  going  home  when  somebody 
came  on  the  Terrace  and  said,  "  That 
woman    question    had   come    on."  I 
naturally  remained  to  vote  against  it,  but 
there  were  a  gnax  many  hon.  (Gentlemen 
on  this  side  m  the  House,  as  well  sb  on 
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the  other  side,  opposed  tothe  proposal  who 
were  not  there  at  the  time.    The  right 
bon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  says  that  he  stands  entirely  to  ' 
his  views,  although  I  do  not  know  how  ' 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  going  to  vote.  I 
But  we  can  now  vote  on  this  Amendment ' 
with  a  full  and  perfect  knowledge  of  the  ' 
question  before  us.  1 

*Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh):  \ 
We  have  been  told  that  this  question  is 
not  to  be  decided  upon  its  merits,  but  is 
to  be  decided  for  us  by  a  more  august 
tribunal.     I   hope,   however,    that  the ' 
question  will  be  decided,  not  with  respect  \ 
to  what  has  been  done  elsewhere,  but 
upon  the  merits  of  the  question.  We 
ought  to  consider  whether  in  excluding  ^ 
vomen  from  these  councils  we  shall  be 
doing  a  kind  or  unkind  thing  to  the  poor  ; 
of  the  country.    Shall  we  be  depriving 
them  of  assistance  they  ought  to  have  ? 
I  think  the  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  ' 
Member  for  Bodmin  deserve  a  little  more  \ 
attention  than  they  have  received.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  appealed  to  hon.  | 
Members  to  consider  what  is  the  nature  ' 
of  the  work  which  women  are  doing  on 
these  municipal  bodies,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  look  at  the  matter  in  that 
piuctical  way.    I  do  not  think  that  the  \ 
poor    of    the    country    are    so  well 
ofT  that   this   House    should    deprive  '■ 
them    of   the   assistance    which  any 
human      baing      could      give  them. 
Is  it  pretended  or  alleged  that  women 
have  not  done  admirable  work  on  the 
vestries  ?   No  one  can  pretend  that  for  a 
moment ;  and  how,  then,  can  anyone  say 
that  there  is  not  similar  work  for  them  to  ^ 
<lo  on  the  new  bodies  1    Women  are : 
"better  able  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  j 
poor  than  anybody  else,  but  because  of  | 
the  exigencies  of  our  Parliamentary  sys-  j 
tern  this  House  is  to  refuse  to  allow 
women  to  do  this  work.    That  is  not  a  I 
position  which  can  be  fairly  or  honestly  ; 
defended.     I  wish  hon.  Members  oppo- ' 
site,  who,  I  believe,  care  as  much  for  the  I 
condition  of  the  poor  as  hon.  Members  on  ! 
this  side,  would  take  their  courage  in  i 
hoth  hands  and  decide  this  question  on  i 
its  merits.    This  is  not  a  matter  which  i 
should  be  treated  as  one  of  form  simply. 
We  ought  to  consider  what  will  be  the 
practical  result  of  admitting  women  to 
these  bodies.   If  the  matter  is  looked  at 
in  that  light  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
House  would  hesitate  for  a  moment  in 

VOL.  LXXrV.  [FouETH  Series.] 


asking  the  Lords  to  reconsider  their  judg- 
ment. It  is  a  much  more  important 
matter  than  might  be  supposed  from  the 
course  of  the  Debate.  The  whole  ten- 
dency of  municipal  government  in  this 
country  is  to  brinj;  that  government  into 
closer  contact  with  the  life  of  the  poor 
and  to  take  up  one  subject  after  another 
which  goes  home  to  their  daily  life.  It 
would  not  be  right  to  reject  now  the 
assistance  which  women  have  in  this 
respect  been  able  to  give  hitherto  upon 
the  vestries.  I  think,  therefore,  thit 
we  should  do  well  to  give  the  Lords  an 
opportunity  for  repentance. 

*Mr.  CHANNING  :  I  had  really  not 
intended  to  speak  in  this  Debate ;  but 
I  desire  to  express  my  surprise  that  no 
honourable  or  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  from 
the  Front  0|^osition  Bench  has  got  up  to 
defend  what  I  maintain  to  be  a  contribu- 
tion of  the  Liberal  Government  to  the 
local  government  of  the  country  of  the 
greatest  importance — I  mean  the  Amend- 
ment which  was  adopted  in  the  Act  of 
189-t  when  passing  through  this  House 
of  Commons.  In  that  Bill  the  right  was 
assured  to  women  to  sit  upon  the 
vestries  of  London,  and  to  exercise  duties 
upon  the  vestries  of  London  which  they 
have  shown  themselves  capable  of  exercis- 
ing with  efficiency  and  with  benefit  to 
the  public  I  consider  it  an  honour  to 
the  Liberal  Mlnistiy  which  introduced 
that  in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  I  wish 
to  express  my  regret  that  no  one  on  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench  has  got  up  to 
defend  the  rights  of  women  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  myself  have  sat  with  women  on 
local  bodies,  and  I  know  the  excellent 
work  they  have  done.  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  is  going  to  sacrifice  the 
opinions  which  a  large  majority  of  the 
Members  of  the  House  have  repeatedly 
expressed  to  women  who  were  interested 
in  questions  in  their  own  constituencies. 
Members  on  the  Government  side  of  the 
Honse  and  the  Opposition  side  have 
repeatedly  given  their  pledges  to  the 
women  that  they  would  defend  their 
rights  on  this  question,  and  at  the  present 
moment  the  Government  are  cowardly 
enough  not  to  face  the  House  of  Lords 
in  the  matter.  I  wish  to  enter  an 
emphatic  protest  against  the  contemptible 
action  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  this 
occasion,  and  the  lack  of  courage  in  not 
standing  up  for  the  opinions  to  which 
Members  of  the  House  had  repeatedly 
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pledged  themselves  both  in  the 
House  and  in  the  country.  It  is 
absolutely  unreasonable  to  contend  that 
the  rights  which  had  been  given  to  women 
by  the  Act  of  1S94  by  the  deliberate  action 
of  the  House  of  Commons  are  to  be  reck- 
lessly abolished  at  the  dictation  of  the 
other  House.  The  result  would  be,  as 
many  hon.  Members  on  the  Government 
side  of  the  House  who  are  now  abandoning 
their  pledges  will  find  out,  that  there  are 
many  women  who  will  exercise  their  elec- 
toral power — their  moral  and  social  power 
— to  vindicate  their  rights,  and  they  will 
act  rightly  in  doing  so.  This  question  has 
come  before  the  House  just  after  there 
had  ])een  perhaps  the  most  dis- 
tinguished and  remarkable  gathering 
of  women  from  every  quarter  of  the 
world  to  discuss  important  questions  of 
social  and  administrative  reforms,  and 
many  of  those  questions  which  had  been 
entrusted  to  them  on  the  local  bodies. 
Any  man  who  has  followed  the  discussions 
in  connection  with  the  International 
Congress  of  Women  will  know  that 
the  discussions  of  that  Congress  had  left 
on  the  minds  of  all  sensible  men  a  very 
favourable  impression  of  the  capacity  of 
women  and  their  moral  right  to  share  in 
these  questions  of  locar  govemment. 
I  wish  to  enter  my  most  emphatic 
protest  against  the  conduct  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  refusal 
of  hon.  Members  to  keep  their  pledges. 


*Mr.  albert  SPICEE  :  I  do  not  often 
intervene  in  Debate,  especiall}-  when  the 
House  is  nearing  a  Division  ;  but  I  cannot 
help  feeling  this  afternoon  that  the  House 
is  going  to  weaken  the  good  influence  of 
this  London  Government  Bill  by  the  vote 
it  ia  going  to  give  against  this  Amendment; 
and,  as  a  resident  in  London  practically  all 
my  life,  I  venture  to  say  a  word  before 
we  come  to  a  Division.  There  is  one 
aspect  of  the  case  which  I  do  not  think 
has  received    fair    attention.     If  the 


Bill  is  to  be  a  real  success,  which 
all  of  us  who  reside  in  London 
are  anxious  should  be  the  case,  it  will  be 
because  we  shall  '  call  forth  the  best 
energies  of  our  local  life.  \Ve  hope  that 
those  who  will  seek  for  seats  upon  these 
new  municipalities  will  represent  all  the 
different  classes  in  the  district.  We 
hope  there  will  be  those  who  repre- 
sent business  houses,  and  who  are 
principals  of  houses  where  they  carry  on 
their  business  apart  from  their  residences.. 
We  hope,  also,  there  will  be  those  who 
represent  the  business  men  of  the  dis- 
trict ;  and  we  hope  there  will  be  a 
good  contingent  of  the  working  classes. 
But,    having    had    fifteen    years'  ex- 

rrience   on   a   suburban  local  board, 
say  there  is  danger  that  vou  will 
I  only  have  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  on 
I  your  municipalities  those  who  are  able  to 
I  attend  during  evening  meetings,  and  you 
I  ,will  have  very  few  who  are  able  to  attend 
[  committee  meetings  during  the  day.  If 
I  we  can  have  a  fair  share  of  women  on. 
j  these  municipalities,  you  would  ha^'e  those 
who  can  give  you  their  work  during  the 
day,  when  so  many  of  the  male  represen- 
tatives are  bound  to  be  in  other  parts  of 
London — the  working  men  at  their  work, 
and  business  men  at  their  business.  You 
will  have,  of  course,  a  few  men,  I  take  it, 
of  leisure ;  but  if  you  deprive  the  muni- 
cipalities of  being  able  to  choose  some  of 
the  most  capable  women  in  the  district, 
you  will  not  only  deprive  them  of  a  great 
source  of  power  for  good,  but  you  will 
deprive  the  municipalities  of  the  aid  of 
many  who  can  do  a  great  deal  of  the 
detail  work,  and  prepare  for  the  general 
meetings  of  the  municipalities,  and  you 
will  in  this  way  place  your  work  f&r  more 
in  the  hands  of  the  officials  than  I  believe 
is  good  for  any  municipality.    For  these 
reasons  I  trust  the  House  will  not  resist 
this  Amendment. 

The  House  divided Ayes,  177  ;  Noes^ 
246.    (Division  List  No.  223.) 


Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen, W.(Newc. -under- Lyme) 
Allison,  Kobert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Hobert 
Amolil-Forster,  Hnjjh  0. 
AHlitoR,  Thomas  Gair 
Afqnitli.  Rt.  Hon.  Herlit.Hen. 
AuHtin,  M. 
Bainbridge,  Emerson 
Uayley.  Thomas  (Derl^filiire) 

Mr.  F.  A.  Chanving. 


AYES. 

Bethell,  Commander 

Hill,  Cliarlea  I 

Billson,  Alfred  | 

Birrell,  Aogu-stine  | 

Blake,  Edward  i 
BousBeld,  William  Robert 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson  i 

Bryce,  Rt  Hon.  James  | 
Buchanan,  Tliomas  Kybum 

Bums,  John  i 


Burt,  Thuma.H 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,8irCharle8{Glaf>gow 
Cameron,  Robert  (Dorhsffn) 
Camplwll.  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Camjibell-Banneiman,  Sir  H. 
Carvill,  Patrick  G.  Hamilton 
CanstoD,  Riclutrd  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
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Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithneas-sh.) 
Ooogh,  Walter  Owen 
Coghill,  Dooglas  Hanr 
Corbett,  A.CaiiieroD(Glasgow) 
Courtney ,Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H 
Cronibie,  John  William 
Curran,  Thou.  B.  (Donegal) 
Curran,  Thomas  (!Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,M.  VaaKhan-(Canl  igan 
Daritt,  Michael 
Denny,  Colonel  ' 
Dewar,  Arthur  i 
Dilke,  Kt.  Hon.  »ir  Charlea  i 
Dillon,  John  ' 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charlea  M.  (Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwardfi,  Owen  Morgan 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Farqabarsoo,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwiek,  Charlen 
Ferguson.  R.  C.Munro  (Ijeith) 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  Jaiiie«  ChriHtopher 
Foster.  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H. 
Galloway,  Wni.  Johnson 
Oladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gull,  i:iir  Cameron 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harwood,  Georee 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  Scale- 
Hazell,  Walter 

Healy,  Timothy,  M.(N. Louth) 
Hedder«'ick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Bobfaouse,  Henry 
Hogan,  Junes  1-rancis 
Holden,  Sir  Angus 
Holland.  Wm.H.  (York.W.R.) 
Homiroan,  Frederick  John 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hnmphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacol^',  James  Altreu 


{6  July  1899} 

Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonahlre) 
Kay-Sbnttleworth,RtHnSir  U 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kemp,  Georue 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
J.ambert,  George 
Laogley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Lenjj;,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  'lohn  William 
Lou);h,  Thomas 
Lowies,  John 

Lubbock.  Ri.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Arthnr,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Ghee,  Richanl 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mellor,  Rt.Hon.J.W.(Vorks.) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Montagn,  Hn.  J.  S.  (HanU) 
Morgan,  W  P.  (Mertbyr) 
Morrell,  Georee  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nassey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  Pal  rick  (Kilkenny) 
0'Connor,Jaiiiee(  Wick  low,  W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer.SirCharlesM .( Durham 
Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Paulton,  JaniCf*  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northnmb.) 
Perks,  Roliert  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
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Pickeragill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,SirG.A.(Lancs»W| 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Bru^  (Yorks.> 
Provand,  Andrew  Diyhui^h 
Pryce-Jone«,Lt.-Col.Edwan* 
Redmond,  William  (Ctare)! 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.9 
RoborU.  J.  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edm.  (Dundeell 
Robeon,  William  SnowdeiK 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockkon-en  TeesI 
Schwann,Ci  arles  £. 
Scott,  Chas,  PrestwtoB  (Lcixh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  H.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (For&rHli.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Hobineon 
Spicer,  Albert 

Steadman.  William  Charfe* 
Stephen^i,  Henry  Charles ' 
Strarhey,  Edward 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  He<ney 
Stuart,  James  ( Shored  itcl))i 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdCbi.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen, E.  | 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr> 
Trevelyan.  Charles  Philijis 
Wallace,  Robert 
WalttHi,  J.  Lawson,  (Leeds,  S.> 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
AVeir.  Jamf  s  Galloway 
Wbiteley,  George  (Steckport> 
Whitmore.  Charles  Algernori 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notts.) 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R.J 
Wil)>on,  John  (Govan) 
Wood  house,SirJ.T.  ( Hudd'sf  d| 
Woods,  Samuel 
VoHHK,  S.  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxali,  Janiet'  Henry 
Tfllebs  for  the  Avf„s — 

Mr.  Faithfull  Hegg  and  Mr. 

Monk. 


Aird,  John 
AUsopp,  Hon.  George 
Archdale,  Edward  Mei\-yn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Biuot,  Capt.JosGelineFitzRoy  ' 
BaUey,  Janiee  (Walworth) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch  r)  , 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.W.(Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George  ! 
Barnes.  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry ,Sir Francis  T.  (Windsor)  ■ 
Bartley,(;eorgeC.  T.  ' 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plnnket  j 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  B. 
Beach,  RtHnSirM.  H.  (Bristol)  1 
Beach,  W.  W.  B.  (Hant.s.)  I 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B.  I 


NOES. 

Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michael 
BlaktBton- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,Capt.H.F.(Middle8ex) 
B«wles,T.  Gibson(  King'sLynn ) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Batcher,  John  George 
Carew,  Jam-  s  IjLurence 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carendish,R.  F.  (N.  Ijincs.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 

C  2 


Cecil,  Lord  Hu};lr(Greenwi"<fiJ) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  ^i.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.(.^]n.)it 
Chamberlain.  J  AusteH^Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry, 
CliarringtoD,  Spencec 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clarke.  Sir  Edw.  (PTrmootlii) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.      A.  K. 
Coddington,  Sir  Williani 
ColUiigs,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesce 
Colonib,  Sir  Jdin  Charles  R. 
(.'onipton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cooke.C.  W.  Ra.Ulitte(  Heref  d! 
Comwallis,  FiennesStanlevWl. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bunbriilgft- 
(•ranbome,  Visconnt 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herbert  S.  (Bolton) 
Cmddas,  William  DonaldsoM 
Curzon,  Viscount 
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Dalbiao,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davie«,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Kickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
D)g)*y,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Diuraeli,  Coninfmby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  iieorge 
Dougla.",  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Donglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxfurd.  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geofl'rey 
Dnnoomlte,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Evanf,  SaniuelT.  (Glamorgan) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
FergusBon,Rt  Ha  SirJ(Manc'r) 
Field,  Admiral  (EaHtlwiime) 
Finoh,  GeoTife  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  B. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose- 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Gariib,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbonfi,  J.  Lfoyd 
Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary(St  Albans) 
Go<l-son,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Goldswortliy,  Major-General 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  K. 
Goschen,Rt.  Hn.G.  J .  (StGeo-'s ) 
GoHchen.  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  H.  I).  (Shrewsbury) 
(Jretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Gordon,  Sir  William  B. 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Oliarles 
Halaev,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Hannon,  Sir  Re^^ald 
Hardy.  Laurence 
Hare,  Tboniafi  I^eigh 
Helder,  AognBtos 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hill,  Arthnr  {Do\vn,  West) 
Hill,  Sir  Edward  S.  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  K.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Uoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
HowortlifSir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Erelyn 
Hntton,  John  (Yorka  N.R.) 


{COMiMONS} 

Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.Wm.Lawies 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkintu,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jolline,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  Wilham 
Kin^r,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowlcs,  Lees 
Laboucbere,  Henry 
Laf  one,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  SirE.Diirning-(Com 
Lawrence,  W^,  F.  (Liverpoo  ) 
Lea,  SirThomas(I<ondonderry) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leigliton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,SirDinwyn(Swansea 
LockwoiMl,  Lt-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
l-ong,  Col  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lome,  Marquet-B  of 
Lowe.  Francis  William 
Lowther,  Rt.Hon.  Jas.  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Alacdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Manners,  Lord  Eilward  W.  J. 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey- Main  waring,  HonWF 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancaahire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Milton,  Viscount 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  FacT 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.  Jasper  Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.Fred.(Monm'the.) 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philp  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  (Bute) 
Murray,  C.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray.  Col.  Wyndham(Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Vimwnnt 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrena 
Parkes.  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Sir  J.  W.  (Durham) 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Philphotte,  Captain  Arthur 
l^rpcnnt,  Robert 
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Pi]kington,R.  (Lanes, Newt<Hi 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  FiBUcis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rascb,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterfordl 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ricliardson,  Sir  T.  HartlepM) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.SirMatthew  W. 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  ThonMon 
Robertson,  Hertwrt,  (Hackney 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rotlit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W, 
RusBell,Gen.F.S.(Cfaelteiili«m) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehoose) 
Sandy8,Lieut.-Col.ThoB.Mylea 
Saseoon,  Sir  Edward  Albort 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Setou-KfU'r,  Henry 
Sidebotham,  J.  ^V.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottoni,THarrop)Stalybr. 
Smith,  Aliel  H.  (Christchurcb) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (<.>rm8kirk) 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth; 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirliug-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sutherland,  Sir  1  homan 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.Murray 
Usbome,  Thomas 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent.  Col.  SirC.  E.  Howard 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde, Lieut.  Col.C. E. ( Kent) 
Warner  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Welby,  Lieut. -C^l.  A.  t\  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Ll<^ 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Joseph  Fow^t-(  Birm 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,  R  t.  Hn.  E.  K.  ( Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  WUhelm 
Wyndham,  (Jeorge 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Annr 
Young,  Commander(Berk8,E.) 
Tellers  fou  the  Noes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstrutber 


Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
this  House  doth  agree  with  the  LordB  in 
the  eaid  Amendment." 


The  House  divided :— Ayes,  243 ;  Noea, 
174.    (Division  List  No.  224.) 


Aird,  John 

AllHopp,  Hon.  George 

ArchUAle,  Edward  Mervyn 

Arnold,  Alfred 

Arrol,  Sir  William 


AYES. 

Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baeot,  Capt  JoscelineFitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour.  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man.) 


Balfour,  RtHon.G.  W.(LeedB) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Biimes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Sir  l<>ancisT.(Windaoit) 
Baitiqr*  George  C.  T. 
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Barton,  DudW  Pluoket 
Bathurst,Hon.AHenBeDiamin 
Beacb.Ut.  Hn.SirM.H.(  BrUtol 
Beach,  W.  W.  Braiii8ton(HantB) 
Beaumont,  WentwotlJi  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Emeat  William 
Niownaxgree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BiddulpItT  Michael 
Blakifiton-HooBton,  John 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonmr,  H.  Cottnio  Orme 
Boacawen,  Arthur  Griltitb- 
Boolnois,  Edmund 
Bowles.  Capt.  H.  F.(Middle8ex) 
Bowles, T.Uibson  (King'sLynn 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrlck,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
BrookBeid,  A.  Monta^ 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Ballard.  Sir  Hany 
Bntdier,  J6tm  Geoif^ 
Carcw,  James  Laurence 
CarlUe,  WUliam  Walton 
Cavendifih,  K,  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
C'ayzer,  Sir  C.  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil.  Lord  H.  (Greenwich) 
Ohaloner.  Captain  R  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  KtHonJ  (Binn.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Collini(s,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  Jno.  Chas.  Heady 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (lAiubeth) 
Cooke,C.W  Radcliffe(Heref d) 
Com  Wilis,  FiennesStanley  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  BiUnlMiffge 
Cranbome,  Vi^connt 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Croflfl,  Herb  Sliepherd(Bolton) 
Cmddaa,  Wni.  Donaldson 
Cnrzon,  Visooont 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Danes,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  J.  P. 
Digby,  John  K  D.  Wincaeld- 
Disraeli,  Coninest^  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  GeoToe 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akeni- 
Donglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Dozford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Ueolfrey 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  KtHonSirWilliamHart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Evano,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fardell.  Sir  T.  Geoi^e 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wynEdward 
Fergus8on,Rt.  H  n.SirJ.  (Manc'r 
Pie^,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  (^rge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayea 
Fitzr*erald,SirRobert  Penrose- 
FluWygram,  (;enemi  S  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 


{6  July  1899} 

Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Gartit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbans,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hon.Vicary(St.AIhanB) 
Godson,  Sir  AuKUstus  Fred. 
Goldsworthr,  Major-General 
Gorat,  Rt.  Hon.Sir  JobnEtdon 
Goschen,  RtHnGJ(StGeot^e's) 
Goecben,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Green,  W,  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Gurdon.  Sir  William  B. 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halaey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,Rt.Hn.Lord  George 
Hanbury.Rt-Hon.RobertWm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Haidy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
HermoD-Hodee,  K.  Trotter 
Hill,  Arthur  (Down,  West) 
Hill,  Sir  Edward  S.  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie(Hampstead} 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hubl>ard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
HattOD,  John(York8,  N.R) 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  Lames 
Jehb,  Richard  Ctaverhonse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel, Captain  HvrbertMertOD 
JoUiffe,  Hon.  H.  Gewge 
Kenyon,  James 

Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  Wilfiam 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laboucbere,  Henry 
Laurie,  Lieut. -(>eneral 
Lawrence,SirE.Dnrning-(Com 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liveirool) 
Lea,  Sir  Thou.  (Londonderry) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D-  (Swansea 
Lockwood,  Lt-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Enkine 

I  Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham 
Lome,  Marqaess  of 
I^we,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  -John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthnr,  Charles  (Liv  rpool) 

,  Macolm,  Ian 

I  Manners,  Lord  E^wardWm.  J. 

I  Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Markf,  Henry  Hananel 
Martin,  Richard  Bidilulph_ 
Ma8*ey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Mellw,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  C.  John 
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Milton,  Viscount 

Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 

Moore,  William  (Antrim,  S.) 

More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropsh.) 

Morgan,  Hon.  F.(Monm'tbeh.) 

Mount,  William  George 

Muncz,  Philip  A. 

Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 

Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 

Murray,  Col.  W.  (Bath) 

Myers,  Williaiii  Heniy 

Newark,  Viscount 
Nicot,  Donald  Niniaif 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert Torrena 

Parkes,  Ebenezer 

Pease,  Sir  Joseph W.(Duiiiam) 

Pender,  Sir  James 

Penn,  John 

Percy,  Earl 

Philfpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
PilkiuKton.R.  (Lanc8,Newton) 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 

Quitter.  Sir  Cnthbert 

Rasch,  Major  F.  Carne 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  T. 
Robertson,  Herbert(  Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rothschild,Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Ch'lten'm) 
Ru&sell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 

Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehonse) 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton  Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Elward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  T.  H.  (Stalybr.) 
Smith.  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  lOrmskirk) 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M,  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taf^rt 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
ToUemache,  Henrr  James 
TomlioBOn.Wm.  Edw.Morray 

Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Lieut-Col. C.E.{Kent) 
Warner.  Tlios.  Courtenay  T. 
Welby,  Lieut.  CoI.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentwortli,  Brace  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt  Hon.  Jno.  Lloyd 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
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Waiox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,  Kt  Hn.  E.  R.(  Bath) 
Woltf,  (iusuv  Wilhelm 
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Wyndliam,  George 
Wyvill,  Martiiaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Coininaniler(Berks,E.) 
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Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
AllisoD,  Bobert  Andrew 
Amtcose,  Robert 
Aawtii,  Sir  William  Keynetl 
Amuld-Forster,  Htigh  0. 
Asliton,  Thomafl  Gair 
Af<i|iiith,  Ht.  Hon.  H.  Heniy 
Austin,  M. 
Bainbiidge,  EmerRon 
Bayley,  Thomaa  (Derbyshire) 
Becg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
BeUiell,  Commander 
Billson,  Alfred 
Ilirrell,  Aagustine 
Blake,  Edward 
Bon»field,  William  Bobert 
Briinner,  Sir  J.  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Kt.  Bon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Kybum 
Burns,  John 
Burt.  Thomas 
Ihuxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell.  Jamea 
Cameron,  SirCfaarle3(  Glasgow ) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell- Bannarman,  Sir  H. 
Ca'rvill,  P.  (Jeor^e  Hamilton 
CaiiftoQ,  Kichaid  Knight 
<.'awIeiF,  Frederick 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithnessh. ) 
Cloagh,  Walter  Uwen 
CoghUl,  Douglas  Harry 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(<tlaHgoff) 
Courtney,  Ht.  Hon.  L.  H. 
Crorabie,  John  William 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Carran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
J)alziel,  James  Henry 
DavietsM.  yanghan-(Cardigan 
Davitt,  Micha^ 
Denny,  (.'olonel 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Poogan,  P.  C. 

Douglao,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edward!^,  Owen  Morgan 
Ellis.  John  Edward 
Farqnharson.  Dr.  Uobert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
J-'itzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Harrv  S.  (Suffolk) 
Fowler,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
43alloway,  William  Johnson 
4t]adstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
fioddard,  Daniel  Ford 


Cioiirley,SirEdwanlTeniperley 

(iraliain,  Henry  Robert 

Gull,  Sir  Cainenm 

Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 

Harwood,  George 

Hatch,  Emeft  Frederick  Geo. 

Hayne.Kt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Hazell,  Walter 

Healv.  T.  M.  (N.  Lontb) 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  Cha**.  H. 

Hobhouse,  Henry 
I  Hogan,  James  Francis 

Holden,  Sir  Angus 
1  Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 
I  Homiman,  Fretlerick  John 

Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 

Humphrevs-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Button,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 

Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 

Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 

Jones,  William  (Camarvonsli.) 

Kay-Shuttle  worth,RtHn  Sirll 

Keartey,  Hudson  £. 

Kemp,  Georue 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Lambert,  George 

Laogley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 

Len^,  Sir  John 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Da>'id 

Logan,  John  VYilliam 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lowles,  John 

Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lyttleton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeilI.JobnGonIonSwift 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'(jhee,  Richard 
M'Killop,  Jam*f8 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred 
Mellor,  Kt.Hon.J.W.  (Yorks.) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Monckton,  Edwunl  Philip 
Monk,  Cliai-len  James 
Montagu,Ho.J.  Scott  (Hants.) 
Morgan,  ^V.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Moulton.  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  Wtlliani 
Nussey,  Thomas  Wtllans 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  JameH(  Wicklow,  W. 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Maflev,  WilliaiD 
Pal  mer,SirCharle8M(  Durlism) 
Palmer,  G.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Paulton,  James  ^[ello^ 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northuiub.) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickard,  BenjamiQ 
Picker^gill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,  SirGA(LancaSW) 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks. ) 
Provana,  Andrew  Drybargh 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Richardson,  J.  [Durliam.  S.E.) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Deubiglw) 
Robertson,  Edmund  [Dundee) 
Robson,  William  SdowJod 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Clias.  Presiwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  R) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarstiire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stephens,  Henry  ClLarleit 
Stracbev,  Exlward 
Strutt,  Hon.  duu-les  Hetlley 
Stuart,  James  (Sliorediteh) 
Sullivan.  DoaaJ  (Weatmeath) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxFdL:n.l 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. ) 
Thomas,  Alfred(Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyri 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds  S.) 
Wedderbam,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  t;eoi:ge  (Stockport) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  JohnCAr%-ell(NoUB.) 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henir 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  ( York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.  (Hndders.) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Youiw,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yovall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  thrNoes— Mr. 
Tennant  and  Mr.  Siucer. 


Lords'  Amendment —  a  borough  council  except  in  pursuance  of  a 

...  ...  ,  ....  resolution  of  the  council  pa»8ed  on  the  recom- 

In  page  6,  hne  25,  after  council  insert :  ;  ,„endation  of  the  finance  Committee  ;  and  any 
_  '3.  Every  Iwrough  council  shall  from  tii»e  to  ,  costs,  debt,  or  liability  exceeding  fifiy  pounds 
lime  ap{>oint  a  finance  committee  f<>r  regulating  '  i^hall  not  be  incurred  except  \iyan  a  resolution 
and  controlling  the  finance  of  the  eonnvil ;  and  of  the  council  passed  on  an  estimate  submitted 
no  order  for  imymeot  of  any  sum,  whether  on  |  by  the  finance  committee.  The  notice  of  the 
account  of  capital  or  income,  fihall  be  made  by  meeting  at  which  any  resolution  for  tbe  pay- 
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tnent  of  any  sum  by  the  borough  council  (other- 
wise than  tor  ordinary  }»eriodi<tal  paymenta)  or 
any  resolntion  for  incarring  any  cost«,  debt,  or 
liability  exceeding  fifty  pounds  will  be  pro- 
posed, shall  state  the  amount  of  the  said  sum, 
-costs,  debt,  or  liability,  and  the  purpose  for 
which  they  are  to  be  paid  or  incurred.  Pro- 
vided that  the  fore^in^  provbions  shall  not 
apply  to  paymtDts  made  in  porBoance  of  a  pre- 
■cept  fiom  another  authority.' " 

%he  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
time. 

Sm  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.) : 
This  is  an  Amendment  of  a  very  strin- 
gent character,  and  so  far  as  municipal 
corporations  are  concerned  it  is  an  entirely 
novel  provision.  The  clause  enables  one 
<rf  the  committees — the  statutory  finance 
committee — of  the  coimoils  practically  to 
have  the  whole  control  oi  the  financial 
operations  of  the  new  corporations.  I 
venture  to  think  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  were  quite  adequate  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  the  proper  management  of 
the  finances  of  the  corporations.  By 
Clause  13  an  audit  is  to  talce  place,  and  if 
there  has  been  any  improper  expenditure 
a  surcharge  can  be  made,  and  the  respon- 
sibility falls  upon  the  individuals  who 
concurred  in  making  the  payments.  The 
Lords  by  a  small  majority,  and  against 
the  Gktvemment,  carried  the  addition  of 
iJliis  clause,  which  lessens  the  com- 
paratively small  freedom  which  is  given 
to  theiie  new  corporations.  The  proposal 
is  objectionable  from  a  business  point  of 
•^•iew,  as  the  delay  and  inconvenience 
eaused  by  the  provision  will  be  great,  and 
to  carry  through  some  proposals  may 
involve  very  considerable  time.  I  know 
of  no  similar  provision  in  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  which  has  been  generaJly 
cited  as  based  upon  long  experience  and  as 
the  best  mode  of  indicating  how  the  new 
eotmcils  should  conduct  their  business.  In 
that  Act  the  greatest  freedom  is  given  to 
the  corporation  to  appoint  any  committees 
it  thinks  fit  fw  any  purposes  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  council,  will  be  better  con- 
ducted by  means  of  a  committee  than  by 
the  whole  council.  That  is  the  business- 
like way  of  dealing  with  the  matter,  as 
local  views  and  local  circumstances  differ. 
I  quite  admit  that  as  the  councils  will  be 
composed  of  business  men  they  probably 
will,  as  the  municipal  corporations  do, 
a|H)oint  a  finance  committee,  but  they 
will  do  it  much  better  by  having  regard 
to  their  own  particular  circumstances 
than]  by  having  a  stereotyped  statutory 


limitation  imposed  upon  them,  which  they 
may  feel  from  experience  to  be  incon- 
venient, but  which  cannot  possibly  be 
avoided  without  an  amending  statute. 
The  best  way  to  form  these  councils  is 
to  trust  them  as  business-like  bodies  to 
conduct  their  business  in  a  proper  way, 
and  if  they  find  it  necessary  to  have 
financial  control  we  may  depend  upon  it 
that  that  financial  control  will  be  found. 
In  my  o«'n  constituency  the  greatest 
difficiUty  is  apprehended  from  this  restric- 
tive system,  and  the  feeling  of  the  vestries 
is  very  strongly  opposed  to  the  proposal. 
It  may  be  said  that  this  provision  has 
been  made  in  the  case  of  county  councils, 
but  the  closer  analogy  by  far  is  the 
borough  councils  of  which  the  new  cor- 
poration is  to  form  a  unit.  There  is  a 
great  distinction  between  the  county 
coimcils  and  the  borough  councils  in  this 
matter.  The  former  have  very  much  larger 
areas  of  administration,  their  proceedings 
are  comparatively  slower,  and  they  have 
time  for  going  through  all  these  formali- 
ties and  conforming  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  1888.  But  in  boroughs 
generally,  and  in  London  especially,  these 
are  matters  which  have  to  be  very 
frequently  conducted  with  some  speed. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  get  the  three 
members  together  to  bign  the  cheques ; 
they  may  be  distributed  throughout 
London  during  the  day.  I  think,  under 
the  circumstances  I  have  set  forth,  this 
is  not  an  Amendment  which  this  House 
ought  to  sanction,  and  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not 
know  that  this  Amendment  is  of  very 
great  importance,  but  on  the  whole  I 
should  advise  the  House  to  accept  the 
Amendment  of  the  Lonb.  It  is  quite 
true  that  these  boroughs  are  intended  to 
follow  the  general  lines  of  the  municipal 
corporations,  and  it  is  also  true  that  in 
the  Municipal  Corporation  Act  there  is  no 
statutory  obligation  to  form  committees 
for  carrying  out  the  financial  operations 
of  the  council,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  all 
those  boroughs  which  have  financial 
matters  to  deal  with  do  appoint  these 
committees,  and  in  all  our  recent  legisla- 
tion such  committees  have  been  made 
obligatory.  Xot  merely  in  the  rural 
county  councils,  but  in  the  London  County 
Council  there  must  be  a  separate  com- 
mittee to  deal  with  financial  matters,  and 
no  inconvenience  has  been  found  to  follow 
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such  a  proceeding.  We  have  therefore  to 
guide  us  the  experience  of  the  twelve 
years  which  have  elapsed  since  the 
establishment  of  county  councils,  and  that 
would  be  enough  to  show  conclusively 
whether  or  not  there  was  any  practical 
inconvenience  attaching  to  the  scheme 
which  has  been  thought  by  Parhament  to 
be  advisable  as  a  check  upon  wasteful  ex- 
penditure or  vast  financial  undertakings. 
That  being  so,  I  think  it  would  be  desir- 
able to  accept  this  Amendment  of  the 
Lords.  We  may  do  so  without  having 
any  fear  as  to  the  inconvenience  to  the 
vestries  which  it  is  anticipated  will  ensue. 
I  took  some  trouble  to  inquire  upon  that 
point  among  the  local  authorities  existing 
in  London,  and  it  was  only  to-day  I  re- 
ceived one  suggestion  in  the  direction 
indicated  by  my  right  hon.  friend.  All 
the  other  vestries  were  clear  that  the  pro- 
vision at  the  worst  would  be  inoperative, 
while  most  of  them  anticipated  that  some 
advantage  would  follow  from  it. 

Mr.  STUART  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton): 
I  merely  wish  to  corroborate  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
this  system  has  worked  exceedingly  well 
on  the  London  County  Council.  There  is 
no  doubt  it  acts  as  a  salutarv  check,  and 
the  result  has  been  that  in  all  the  Debates 
in  this  House  there  has  never  any  fault 
been  found  with  the  finance  of  the  London 
County  Council.  It  has  been  of  immense 
advantage  to  the  London  County  Council 
to  have  such  a  check,  and  I  cannot  recall 
anvthing  but  advantage  which  has  re- 
sulted to  that  foody  from  this  system. 

Lords'  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords'  Amendment — 

"  In  page  6,  after  Clause  8,  insert  Clause  A — 

'  (A)— (l)  All  payment  to  and  by  the  borough 
council  fdiall  be  made  to  and  by  tlie  borough 
treasurer,  and  all  payments  by  the  council 
shall,  unlesR  made  in  pursuance  of  the  specific 
requirement  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  or  of  an 
order  of  a  competent  court,  be  made  in  pnr- 
Buance  of  an  order  of  the  council  signed  by 
three  tnembera  of  the  finance  committee  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  council,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  town  clerk,  and  the  same  order 
may  include  several  payments.  Moreover,  all 
cheques  for  payment  of  moneys  issued  in  pur- 
suance of  any  such  order,  shall  be  counter- 
(dgned  by  the  tonn  clerk,  or  by  a  deputy 
approved  by  the  council. 

'(2)  Anv  such  order  may  be  removed  into 
the  High  Court  of  JusUce  by  writ  of  certiorari, 
and  may  be  wholly  or  partially  disallowed  or 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


confirmed  on  motion  and  hearing  with  or 
vrithoQt  costs,  according  to  the  judgment  and 
discretion  of  the  court, 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 

time. 

Mr.  lough  :  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
agree  with  the  argument  used  by  thfr 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  r^uxi  to 
the  Amendment  just  decided,  but  1  think 
in  this  case  the  principle  is  carried  a  Httlo 
too  far.  There  are  further  conditions  to 
the  payment  of  money  by  these  bodies. 
Some  of  those  provisions  are  of  a  very 
salutary  character,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
clause  are  these  wwds:  "Moreover,  all 
cheques  for  payment  <A  moneys  issued  in 
pursuance  of  any  such  order  shall  bft 
countersigned  by  the  town  derk."  The 
Amendment  I  move  is  to  leave  out  the 
word  "countw,"  and  simply  say  they 
should  be  signed  by  the  town  clei  k.  Eveiy 
necessity  ofgood  finance  is  secured  in  the 
early  part  of  the  clause,  and  it  is  also  pro- 
vided that  the  town  clerk  should  sign 
every  order.  The  bank  cannot  pay  these 
orders  unless  it  has  already  received  in- 
structions signed  by  three  members  of 
the  committee,  and  my  suggestion  is 
that  it  would'  be  sufficient  then  if  the 
cheque  was  signed  by  the  town  clerk, 
and  not  countersigned.  Think  what  will 
be  involved.  There  are  500  eheques  to- 
be  signed  every  fortnight  m  the  Islington 
Vestry,  some  for  very  smi^l  amounts.  If 
these  four  names  have  to  be  attached^ 
2,000  signatures  will  have  to  be  made, 
and  no  good  end  will  be  secured,  because 
the  bank  will  have  already  got  a  list 
si^ed  by  three  membei's  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  will  have  no  power  to  pay 
anything  not  on  that  list.  The  clause  as 
it  stands,  will  involve  a  great  deal  of 
financial  difficulty,  red  tape,  and  unneces- 
sary restricticHi,  and  therefore  I  move  this 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords 

Amendment — 

"  In  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  counter- 
signed,' and  insert  the  word  'signed.' — (Mr. 
Lough)  -instead  thereof." 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  countersigned '  stand  part  of  the  Lords 
Amendment." 

The  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  (Sir  R. 
B.  FiNLAY,  Inverness  Burghs) :  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  accept  the  proposal  to 
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omit  the  worcl  "counter."  Under  the 
Local  Government  Act  all  such  cheques 
have  to  be  countersigned  by  the  clerk  of 
the  council  or  his  deputy,  and  I  think  it 
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Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 


is  only  right  that  after  a  cheque  has  I  l>ebate  on  Question  [3rd  JulyJ  "  That 
been  signeKl  in  the  usual  way  it  should  be  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 
further  verified  by  the  signature  of  the  i 

town  clerk  being  affixed  to  it.  Question  agiun  proposed. 


Mr.  lough  :  In  view  of  that  expres- 
sion of  opinion  I  will  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment)  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lords'  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Other  Jjords'  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Lords'  Amendment — 

"  In  pa^  10,  line  37,  to  leave  out  from 
'  that '  to  end  of  tlie  sub-Hection,  and  insert : 

'(a)  If  the  Commissioners  under  this  Act 
make  a  special  Report  to  Parliament  that  by 
reason  of  anything  done  under  any  of  the 
adoptive  Acts,  or  for  aoy  other  exceptional 
reason,  it  is  impracticable  to  deal  with  a 
detached  part  of  a  pariHli  in  manner  required 
by  the  forcing  provisions  of  this  section, 
those  provisions  sliall  not  apply ;  and  further 
provided  that : 

'  {b)  The  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section 
shall  not  apply  to  the  hamlet  of  Knights- 
bridge,'  " 


the  next  Lords'  Amendment, 
second  time. 


read 


Mr.  BOUSFIELD  (Hackney,  N.) :  I 
do  not  think  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Lords  in  introducing  this  Amendment  to 
make  any  change  in  sub-Section  2  ;  but 
as  it  refers  to  "  ttie  foregoing  provisions  " 
that  Hub-section  would  be  affected.  I 
would  suggest  that  some  words  should  l>e 
inserted  to  make  that  dear. 


Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  No  woi^s  are 
needed  at  all,  as  it  is  only  in  the  case  of  a 
parish  in  London  which  is  wholly  de- 
tached that  the  provision  is  operative. 
The  second  sub-section  deals  with  another 
matter. 

Lords'  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Subsequent  Lords  Amendments  agreed 
to,  with  a  consequential  Amendment  to 
the  BilL 


*Mr.  BUCHANAN  f  Aberdeenshire,  E.)  r 
I  was  speaking  the  otner  night  when  tho 
discussion  came  to  a  close  of  the  practice 
which  had  grown  up  and  increased  so- 
much  of  late  of  discharging  a  large  part 
of  the  financial  liabilities  for  Army 
purposes  not  out  of  voted  money  but  oiit 
of  borrowed  money.  Since  the  present 
Government  came  into  office  they  havfr 
spent  out  of  borrowed  money,  mainly  for  - 
naval  and  militar}'  purposes,  no  less  than 
ten  and  a  quarter  millions.  They  have 
still  an  unexhausted  amount  of  borrowing . 
power  imder  the  Military  Works  Act  to 
the  extent  of  something  like  £4,000,000» 
and  now  there  are  tho  present  proposals  ■ 
for  £4,000,000  more.  Let  us  look  at  the 
history  of  this  Bill.  It  was  promised  in 
the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  in  February  last,  when  it  was  - 
described  as  an  integral  part  of  tho 
military  programme  of  the  year,  and  wo 
were  assured  the  Bill  would  be  very 
shortly  issued.  In  March,  when  the 
Estimates  came  before  the  House,  we 
were  agun  told  that  the  Bill  would  very 
shortly  be  brought  forward,  and  it  wacr- 
stated  in  general  terms  what  were  the 
purposes  for  which  the  money  was  to  be 
borrowed.  It  appears  to  me  that  as  this 
Barracks  Loan  Bill  was  "  an  integral 
part "  of  the  military  proposals  of  the 
year,  it  ou^ht  to  have  been  introduced  at 
the  same  time  as  the  Military  Estimates^ 
so  that  we  might  have  had  the  whole 
military  programme  of  the  Grovernment 
before  us.  £vem)ne  will  acknowledge 
that  when  this  Bill  was  introduced  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  made 
I  what  was  practically  a  Military  Estimates 
speech.  Such  a  course  is  entirely  con- 
trary to  the  constitutional  practice  of  this 
^  House.  We  ought  to  have  one  state- 
ment of  our  military  expenditure 
I  and  military  necessities  for  the  year,  - 
'  and  it  should  be  made  at  the 
I  beginning  of  the  year,  so  that  we  should 
know  the  whole  of  our  liabilities.  Not 
only  is  this  proposal  an  integral  part  of 
•  the  military  programme,  but  it  is.  or 
ought  to  be,  an  integral  part  of  the 
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financial  programme  of  the  year,  and  yet 
from  beginning  to  end  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer's  Budget  speech  this 
proposal  to  borrow  money  was  not  even 
mentioned.  In  the  course  of  the  Debate 
on  the  Army  Estimates  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  said  he  could  not 
give  any  further  particulars  as  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  this  money  would  be  re- 
■quired,  but  that  the  amount  would  be 
more  than  £5,000,000.  How  are  we  to 
account  for  that  statement  when  this  Bill 
only  asks  for  power  to  borrow  £4,000,000  ? 
We  have  had  two  schedules  laid  in  our 
hands.  Schedule  B  has  really  nothing 
directly  to  do  with  the  works  which  are 
to  be  completed  out  of  the  £4,000,000 
here  asked  for,  but  the  total  amount  in 
that  schedule  is  £6,900,000.  I  ventured 
to  say  the  other  night  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  endeavouring  to  commit  their 
successors  to  the  carrying  out  of  a  policy 
which  they  themselves  hesitated  to  lay  in 
full  before  this  House.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  demurred  to  that  state- 
ment, but  it  certainly  comes  to  this,  that 
if  their  successors  do  not  carry  out  all  the 
works  they  will  be  blamed,  but  the  reply 
will  at  once  be,  "  Why  did  you  not  ask 
for  the  money  ?,"  The  form  of  a  Bill  of 
this  sort  is  a  very  important  matter. 
This  Bill  consists  of  one  single  clause, 
which  incorporates  two  sections  of  the 
Military  Works  Act,  1897.  We  are  told 
there  will  be  an  honourable  understanding 
that  a  statement  of  estimated  expenditure 
from  year  to  year  should  be  laid  before  the 
House,  but  why  should  it  not  be  put  in 
the  statute  itself,  as  is  done  m  the 
Naval  Works  Act?  There  is  an 
honourable  understanding  existing  already 
as  regards  the  Military  Works  Act, 
1897,  and  although  such  a  statement  was 
promised  as  long  ago  as  last  Mitrch  we 
have  not  yet  received  it.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  statement  enjoined  by  statute 
under  the  Naval  Works  Act  was  presented 
and  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  at  the 
time  the  Naval  Estimates  were  intro- 
duced. The  most  important  defect  in 
the  form  of  the  Bill  is  that  there  is  uo 
detailed  schedule  of  the  works  to  be  con- 
structed out  of  this  money.  We  are  told 
that  the  precedent  of  the  Military  Works 
Bill  of  1897  is  being  followed,  and  that 
upon  that  occasion  no  complaint  was  made 
of  the  absence  of  detailed  schedules. 
But  the  hon.  Member's  memory  must 
liave  failed  him,  because  an  Amend- 
ment was  moved  on  the  Second  Reading, 

Mr.  Buchanan. 


and   largely  supported,    demurring  to 
;  voting  the  money  until  we  had  xiiUer 
details  as  to  the  works  upon  which  the 
money  was  to  be  expended.    It  is  not 
merely  a  matter  of  form,  but  there  are 
practical  inconveniences  caused  by  the 
absence  of  detailed  schedules.    For  in- 
stance, when  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
'  for  York  stated  he  intended  to  bring  up 
I  the  specific  subject  of  the  money  spent 
on  ^\  ei-hai-wei,  it  was  pointed  out  chat 
\  owing  to  the   absence  of  a  detailed 
schedule  attached  to  the  Bill,  the  point 
I  could  only  be  raised  on  an  Amendment 
directed    against    the   total    sum  of 
I  £4,000,000.     That  is  a  very  awkward 
;  method  of  raising  such  an  important  ques- 
'  tion  of  public  and  military  policy  as  the 
j  occupation  of  Wei-hai-wei.    But  there  are 
,  other  objections.    The  House  will  notice 
j  the  very  general  and  ambiguous  terms  in 
I  which  the  official  schedule  to  the  Bill  is 
:  couchetl.    It  is  copied  from  the  schedule 
[  to  the  Military  Works  Act,  1897.  In 
I  that  schedule  one  head  is  "  Ranges,  in- 
cluding accommodation  for  manoeuvring 
and  mobilisation."   I  do  not  think  any- 
one will  imagine  that  under  that  general 
head  could  have  been  included  the  pur- 
chase of  all  those  properties  at  Salisbury 
Plain,  amounting  to  a  sum  of  £350,000. 
The  possibility  of  the  Government  being 
able  to  hide  from   the  sight  of  thft 
House  a  purchase  of  such  mi^iitude 
under    such    a    term    as    "  Ranges 
&c.,"  is  really  an  abuse  of  the  forms  of 
the  House,  and  deprives  the  House  of 
Commons  of  a  legitimate  opportunity  fd 
criticising  large  and  questionable  expendi- 
ture of  money.     Upon  the  question  of 
ambiguity,  let  us  see  the  effect  of  such 
general  terms  upon  the  financial  control 
of  the  House  over  the  expenditure  of 
public  money.    One  of  the  sub-sections 
of  the  Act  of  1897,  which  is  included  in 
this  Bill,  is  that  by  which  any  diversimi  <rf 
money  from  one  head  of  the  schedule  to 
another  can  only  be  carried  out  with 
consent  of  the  Treasury.    As  the  Bill  is 
^  drawn,  that  power  on  the  part  of  the 
Treasury  will  only  apply  to  the  schedule 
attached  to  the  Bill,  comprising  the  four 
large  heads,  so  that  it  will  be  possible  for 
the  War  Office,  under  the  item,  say,  of 
£2,750,000  for  barracks,  to  divert  money, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Treasury,  from 
expenditure  at  Aldershot  to  Gibraltar,  or 
from  Malta  to  the  Curragh,  or  from  a 
large  work  to  a  small  work,  or  from  any  one 
work  to  another.    That  is  a  power  which. 
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o;ig"at  not  to  bj  entrusted       any  public 
D^-p.^rtment,  and  the  Bill,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  that,  o.ight  to  bs  furnisbed  ; 
with  a  complete  detailed  schedule.  I 
cannot  see  what  fair  ani  legitimate  argu- , 
ment  can  be  brought  forward  in  support 
of  presenting  a  6:11  of  this  character 
without  suen  a  schedule.     It  is  given 
every  year  with  the  Naval  Works  Act, 
and  we  hear  no  complaints  as  to  the 
Admiralty  being  hampered  in  the  expen- 
diture of  the  money.    It  is  a  legitimite 
and  necessary  control  which  this  House 
and  the  country  ought  to  exercise  over 
large    spending    Dcipartments  like  the ' 
Admiralty  and  the  War  Office,  that  they  j 
should  not  be  able  to  divert  expenditure 
for  a  specified  purpose  to  one  which  was  not ' 
contemplated  or  sanctioned.    I  hope  still 
that  the  Grovernment  may  see  their  way 
in  Committee  t^  insert  in  the  Bill  the 
substance  of  this  White  Paper  with  the 
-details  of  the  expenditure. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  My  hon.  friend  has 
called  attention  to  the  financial  chira^tur 
of  this  Bill.  I  think  everybody  who  has 
looked  into  the  matter  will  a  Imit  that 
there  is  somathing  extremely  forniidible 
in  the  rapid  growth  of  the  public  expen- 
diture of  this  country.  Year  after  year 
large  sums  have  been  added  to  the  an!iual 
expenditure  of  the  c:)uiitry,  until  it  has 
reached  the  enormous  figure  at  which  it 
now  stands.  But  there  is  something  even 
more  formidable  than  the  increase  in  the 
expenditure,  and  that  is  the  laxity  of  the 
practice  of  the  Administration  as  reg,irds 
the  financial  measures  which  have  brought 
About  this  expenditure.  There  was  no- 
thing m^re  valuable  to  the  country  than  the 
careful  watch  which  what  I  may  call  oar 
fathers  bestowed  upon  public  expenditure. 
If  expenditure  were  really  needed,  the 
House  of  Commons  was  always  ready  to 
vote  it ;  but  ever  since  the  days  of  Mr.  ^ 
Hume  there  have  been  fixed  Parliamen- 
tary rules  for  the  control  of  public  ex- 
penditure, which  have  been  of  inestim- 
able value  to  the  finances  of  this 
country.     Now,  these  rules  controlling 

Sublic  expenditure  are  broken  every 
ay,  and  I  regard  that  laxity  of 
control  as  one  of  the  greatest  financial 
dangers  that  can  befall  the  country.  I 
protested  most  strongly  against  the  svestem 
introduced  by  the  Naval  Defence  Act  of 
the  penultimate  Administration.  I  had 
knowlege  and  experience  of  the  mischief  , 


it  pro  luce.l  on  the  public  accounts. 
Tnerefori;,  when  the  last  Libsral  G  )vern- 
msiit  wjie  in  office,  and  when  we  iutro- 
duce:l  a  Naval  Works  Bill,  the  first  thing 
wa  laid  down  was  that  the  work  to  be 
done  should  hi  specified,  and  what  is  more 
important  still,  that  it  should  be  annually 
brought  before  Parliament,  so  that  Parliar 
ment  should  have  control  over  those 
works  and  be  able  to  call  the  spending 
departments  to  account.  ■  We  established 
in  that  way  the  financial  principles  of  the 
country.  I  think  our  action  was  not 
disadvantageous  to  the  Xavy,  because  we 
had  most  useful  Debates  in  this  House. 
But  what  do  we  see  now  %  The  Govern- 
ment takes  hold  of  four,  five,  or  ten 
millions,  and  scatters  them  about  utterly 
regardless  of  the  old  checks  on  public 
expenditure  which  formerly  existed.  That, 
I  say,  is  an  extremely  dangerous  and 
mischievous  course  of  procedure.  My 
hon.  friend  who  spoke  mst  has  pointed 
out  that  it  has  always  been  the  rule  in 
this  House  that  in  the  early  part  of  tho 
year,  before  the  introduction  of  the 
Budget,  the  House  should  h<i  placed  in 
pjisession  of  the  intentions  of  the 
Governmint  with  regard  to  the  finances 
of  the  country.  But  instead  of  that,  the 
Estimites  introduced  bafore  the  end  of  the 
financial  year  bear  no  relation  whatever  to 
t!ie  expeniiture  of  theGovemment,  or  even 
to  the  intentions  of  the  Government.  We 
see  year  after  year  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates of  a  magnitude  that  were  never 
known  bafore — not  generally  arising  out 
of  unforeseen  incidents,  but  part  of  the 
financial  schemes  of  the  Government, 
which  they  had  in  view,  or  ought  to  have 
had  in  view,  before  the  finance  of  the  year 
was  settled.  But  the  greatest  outrage 
against  our  system  of  financial  checks  is 
committed  by  this  very  Bill.  In  the 
Buiget  we  had  a  scheme  for  diminishing 
by  two  millions  the  annual  provision  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Debt ;  and  that  was 
laid  before  us  without  our  having  the 
means  of  knowing  that  this  Bill  was  to  be 
introduced  for  increasing  our  indebted- 
ness by  four  millions.  Was  there  ever 
such  an  example  of  burning  the  candle  at 
bath  ends  1  I  say  that  when  the  proposal 
to  diminish  the  annual  provision  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Debt  was  laid  before  the 
House  we  ought  to  have  been  told  of  the 
present  proposal  to  increase  tho  Debt. 
This  is  most  lax  and  dangerous  finance. 
The  House  of  Commons  ought  to  have 
been  in  a  position  to  discuss  on  the  pro- 
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posal  to  diminish  the  provision  for  the 
Debt  by  two  millions  the  figures  and 
objects  of  the  measure  now  before  us. 
Apart  from  the  merits  of  the  proposal 
b^ore  us  I  venture  to  add  my  protest  to 
that  of  my  hon.  friend  against  this  most 
dangerous  laxity  in  the  financial  policy 
of  the  Government,  a  laxity  which  is 
increasing  year  by  year.  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  in  the  Military  Works  Bill 
we  cannot  follow  the  principle  which  1 
thought  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
approved  of  with  regard  to  the  Naval 
Works  Bill.  There  is  not  to  be  an 
annual  Bill  because  the  Govemment  are 
not  spending  the  money  in  one  year.  You 
are  following  in  that  respect  the  Govem- 
ment of  Lora  Palmerston  with  reference 
to  fortifi(»tionB  thirty  or  forty  years  ago. 
I  think  it  is  a  aonnd  rule  that  the  House 
of  Commons  should  be  able  to  examine 
and  criticise  the  proposals  in  this  Bill.  I 
say  that  this  Bill  has  not  been  placed 
before  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  shape 
and  in  the  manner  and  with  the  securities 
which  the  House  has  always  demanded 
in  the  case  of  financial  proposals,  and 
which  are  absolutely  necessary  in  order 
that  the  House  may  exercise  control  over 
the  expenditure  of  the  countr)'. 

*The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEE(SirM. Hicks-Beach,  Bristol, W,): 
Unfortunately  I  was  not  in  my  place 

when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  rose,  as  I 
had  no  idea  that  this  question,  affecting 
such  large  matters,  would  be  raised.  But 
I  gather  that  the  complaint  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  this^ — that  at  the  time 
I  introduced  the  Budget,  which  contained 
a  provision  for  diminishing  the  amount 
annually  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the 
pennanent  Debt  of  the  country,  the  House 
was  not  in  possession  of  the  other  pro- 
posals which  Her  Majesty's  Govemment 
intended  to  make  tfaisyear  by  which  thetem- 
porary  Debt  would  be  increased.  But  a  cir- 
cumstance occurred  long  before  the  date  of 
the  Budget  which,  I  consider,  exonerates 
the  Government  from  any  blame  what- 
ever in  this  matter.  That  was  the  circu- 
lation of  the  Memorandum  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  War  upon  the  Army  Estimates, 
before  the  introduction  of  these  Estimates, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  a  scheme  was 
being  prepared  for  the  provision  of  new 
barracks  for  the  additional  troops  about 
to  be  raised,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
existing  barrack  accommodation,  and  for 
other  military  workri,  and  that  the  money 

Sk  WUliam  Harcowt. 


for  the  purpose  would  be  obtained  by  loan 
repayable  by  terminable  annuities  rather 
than  by  estimate. 

Sir  WH^HAM  HAECOURT  :  There 
was  no  statement  of  amount. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS-BEACH  :  Yes.  When 
introducing  the  Army  Estimates  my 
hon.  friend  the  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
answering  a  question  interjected  in  the 
course  of  Iiis  speech,  stated  that  the  siun 
for  the  works  would  probably  amount  to 
five  millions.  I  think,  therefore,  that  th» 
complaint  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  House  had  no  information  about 
this  Bill  until  tdter  the  introduction  o£ 
the  Budget  is  a  little  absurd. 

Sir  WH^LIAM  HARCOURT  :  It  is 
not  a  question  of  information ;  it  is  & 
question  of  control. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS-BEACH :  What  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  complained  of  waa 
the  absence  of  information.  If  he  had 
noticed  the  note  in  the  Memorandum  he 
might  have  taken  advantage  of  it  to  calt 
attention  to  the  point  whicn  he  has  now 
formulated — namely,  that  while  we  are 
reducing  the  sum  to  pay  ofi"  the  permanent 
Debt  we  are  adding  to  the  temporary 
Debt,  raised  by  terminable  annuities,  by 
the  amount  required  for  the  purposes  of 
this  Bill.  I  understand  that  is  the  com- 
plaint, and  I  venture  to  maintain  that  so 
far  as  possible  without  the  actual  intro- 
duction of  the  Bill  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  country  were  informed  in  detail 
long  before  the  introduction  of  the 
Budget  what  was  to  be  done.  Further 
complaint  is  made  that  the  Bill  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  Naval  Works 
Act,  and  no  doubt  that  is  true ;  but  it 
is  also  true  that  in  1897,  when  the  last 
Military  Works  Act  was  introduced,  wo 
adopted  a  different  form  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  we  were  dealing  with  matters 
the  cost  and  progress  of  which  is  much 
more  easily  anticipated  than  that  of  many 
cf  the  works  included  in  the  Naval  Works 
Act ;  you  are  much  more  confident  of 
the  extent  of  work  and  the  amount 
required  for  construction  of  buildings  oi 
this  kind  than  if  you  are  dealing  vitU 
docks  or  works  under  water.  But  that  waa 
not  all.  The  Naval  Works  Act  of  1895, 
which,  if  I  remember  rightly,  was  intro- 
duced by  the  late  Government  and  not 
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passed  until  long  after  the  Budget,  was 
framed  in  a  manner  which  may  have  been 
eiraple  enough  at  the  time,  but  which,  I 
am  s^raid,  in  later  BilU  of  the  same  sort 
lias  become  extremely  complicated  by  the 
number  of  accounte  and  columns  showing 
amounts  and  totals  of  ratimated  expendi- 
ture on  various  works  and  of  actual 
■expenditure  in  each  year,  and  in  former 
years.    Such  a  formidable  array  of  figures 
is  presented  as  makes  it  extremely  diMcult 
for    anyone   not    acquainted  with  the 
minutiae  of  the  system  to  ascertain  what  it 
all  means.  This,  at  all  events,  is  a  simple, 
intelligible  form.  So  many  millions  are  to 
be  expended,  and  it  is  stated  in  the 
schedule  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
and  by  which  the  Goveniment  are  as 
mttoh  bound  as  if  it  were  in  the  Bill, 
what  works  Mrill  be  undertaken.    I  can 
assure  the  House  that  the  schedule  in 
1897  was  found  in  practice  quite  as  bind- 
ing upon  the  Government  as  if  it  had 
been  in  the  Act.    We  examined  matters 
before  introducing  this  Bill.     We  found 
we  had  ample  means  authorised  by  the  Act 
of  1897,  not  only  for  continuing  the  works 
already  sanctioned  by  Parliament,  but  also 
for  imtiating  works  proposed  in  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House  ;  but  when  we 
came  to  consider  the  matter  we  felt  it 
-would  not  be  right  to  divert  any  of  the 
money  Parliament  had  voted  on  the 
.strength  of  the  schedule  we  had  laid  on 
the  Table,  specifying  certain  works,  to  new 
works  altogether.    Therefore  I  think  the 
House  will  see  that  the  form  of  the  Bill 
■binds  the  Government  in  the  matter  of 
expenditure  quite  as  much  as  if  the 
schedule  were  in  the  Bill,  as  in  the  Naval 
Works  Acts.    I  was  not  aware  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  going  to  raise  these 
■questions,  but  I  think  I  have  answered  his 
principal  points. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
•dee) :  My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
West  Monmouth  has  reiterated  a  com- 
plaint as  to  the  omission  of  the  schedule 
from  this  Bill.  The  defence  of  the 
-Oovernment,  as  stated  by  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War,  appears  to  be  that  in 
practice  the  House  has  as  much  informa- 
tion and  control  under  the  system  they 
pfopose  as  under  the  system  of  the  Naval 
Works  Act.  So  far  as  information  is  con- 
cerned, we  have  only  to  compare  the 
printed  paper  circulated  by  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  Bill  and  the  schedule  to 
ihe  Naval  Works  Act  of  1897.    There  is 


the  greatest  possible  difference  between 
the  two.  This  schedule  gives  no  informa- 
tion at  all  as  to  defences,  but  the  Bill 
simply  takes  power  to  spend  a  million  on 
defeiLsive  works.  As  to  barracks,  certain 
details  are  specified,  but  nothing  like 
the  amount  of  information  is  given  with 
reference  to  past  expenditure,  the  total 
estimated  expenditure,  the  estimated  ex- 
penditure for  next  year,  and  other  par- 
ticulars which  were  given  in  the  Naval 
Works  Act  Schedule,  and  which  enabled 
the  House  to  follow  the  proceedings  of 
the  Government  from  year  to  year  in  the 
carrying  out  of  great  works.  It  seemed 
to  me  most  valuable  that  we  had  this 
schedule  in  the  Naval  Works  Act,  because 
it  enabled  us  and  the  Auditor-General  to 
test  the  progress  of  the  Grovemment  with 
regard  to  works  which  they  were 
authorised  and  directed  to  carry  out. 
Part  of  the  defence  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  that  it  contained  too 
much  information. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS-BEACH :  I  did  not 
say  it  contained  too  much  information, 
but  I  did  say  that  the  number  of  columns 
complicated  the  matter  so  much  that  it 
was  almost  unintelligible. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  It 
could  not  be  unintelligible  if  you  had  in 
the  Bill  of  1897  the  same  arrangement  as 

was  in  the  Act  of  1895.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  may  call  it  complication 
to  give  detailed  information  year  after 
year,  but  I  call  it  enlightenment. 

*The  under  SECRETARY  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  As 
these  are  all  new  services  we  have  no 
information  with  regard  to  last  year,  but 
next  year  I  hope  to  give  the  kinid  of 
Information  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  Will 
the  hon.  Gentleman  do  what  was  done  in 
the  Naval  Works  Act  of  1895  1  If  he 
does,  then  the  criticism  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  on  that  point  will  be  met.  Now 
I  come  to  the  question  of  control.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  aware  of  what  was  said  on  the 
question  of  Parliamentary  control  by  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War.  The  Under 
Secretary  startled  me  by  the  boldness  of 
his  assertion  as  to  the  amount  of  Parlia- 
mentary control  given  under  this  scheme. 
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He  said  we  could  have  as  much  control 
under  the  schedule  as  if  it  were  part  of 
the  Act.  Just  consider  the  position. 
Here  ia  a  Bill  and  here  is  a  schedule,  and 
our  demand  is  that  the  schedule  should 
be  made  part  of  the  Kll,  and  we  make 
that  demand  on  the  specific  ground  that 
it  will  enable  the  House  in  Com- 
mittee 10  have  control  oi'ei"  every 
item  of  the  proposed  expenditure, 
and  that  we  may  be  in  a  position  to  reject 
one  item,  to  reduce  another,  or  to  add  an 
item  not  originally  proposed  by  the 
Government.  All  that  we  could  do  if  the 
schedule  were  part  of  the  Bill.  Can  we 
do  it  aa  the  Bill  stands  1  I  understood 
the  Under  Secretary  to  state  that  any 
hon.  Gentleman  could  move  to  strike  out 
the  item  for  Wei-hai-wei  altogether  by 
moving  a  reduction  of  the  total  sum  by 
the  amount  put  down  for  it.  Suppose  I  do 
that.  The  question  on  which  I  am  beaten 
is  that  £4,000,000  stand  part  of  the 
clause.  Someone  else  comes  along  who 
has  no  objection  to  Wei-hai-wei,  but 
wants  to  raise  another  question.  Suppose, 
for  instance,  the  hon.  Member  for  King's 
Lynn  wants  to  raise  a  question  about 
Halifax.  Can  he  raise  it  %  The  £4,000,000 
stands  part  of  the  Bill,  and  how  is  a 
reduction  with  regard  to  Halifax  to  be 
moved  7  That  shows  that  under  this  Bill 
we  have  not  the  same  control  as  we  had  in 
the  Naval  Works  Bill.  It  is  the  same 
with  the  schedule.  I  can  only  move  the 
reduction  of  the  items  mentioned  in  it. 
I  move  to  reduce  the  Barracks  Vote  by  a 
certain  sum  and  1  am  beaten,  and  the 
oiiginal  sum  stands,  and  accordingly 
every  Member  of  the  House  is  precluded 
from  discussing  any  other  item,  because  I 
have  been  beaten.  Is  it  not  absurd  to 
say,  therefore,  that  the  House  has  the 
same  control  over  the  details  of  this  pro- 
posed expendittae  as  it  would  have  if  this 
schedule  were  part  of  the  Bill]  The 
House  would  then  have  complete  control 
over  each  particular  item.  1  welcome  the 
expectation  held  out  hy  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man aa  to  the  change  in  the  form  of  the 
schedule  in  future  years.  I  would  press 
him  to  go  a  little  further,  and  to  accede 
to  the  motion  that  wWX  be  made  to  put 
the  schedule  in  the  Bill,  so  that  the  House 
will  have  complete  control  over  every 
item  of  expenditure. 


*C0L.  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire,  Ince) : 
I  am  glad  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  has 
^ken  in  favuur  of  permanent  works  at  |  (fucing  the 

Mr.  Ediiiuiiff  Uobetison. 
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tain  number  of  points  as  to  which  the 
hon.  Grentleman  will,  perhaps,  furnish  us 
with  some  information.  In  the  finjt  place, 
a  proposition  has  been  made  both  outside 
and  inside  the  House  for  the  provision  of 
cubicles  in  the  soldiers'  sleeping  rooms  in 
the  barracks.  As  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  gauge  the  situation,  I  take  it  that 
the  provision  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
recmits  of  a  better  class  is  a  matter  that 
is  engaging  the  attention  of  thinking 
people.  It  is  pretty  manifest  that  we 
want  to  lose  no  chance  of  tapping  any 
source  of  supply  of  recruits,  when  rival 
countries  are  spreading  their  nets  as  wide 
as  they  can  in  onler  to  get  as  man}'  re- 
cruits as  thej  possibly  can  for  the  sernce. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  one  source  of 
supply  which  has  been  somewhat  lost 
sight  of,  and  which  it  would  be  worth  the 
while  of  the  authorities  to  devote  parti- 
cular attention  to.  I  refer  to  the  l>etter 
educated  and  more  refined  class  of  men 
who  hitherto  have  not,  in  a  very  large 
degree,  entered  the  ranks  in  this  country. 
Nothing  would  be  a  greater  inducement 
for  this  class  to  join  the  Army  than  the 
knowledge  that  they  would  have,  in  their 
own  personal  life,  as  much  privacy  and 
decency  and  similarity  to  civil  life  as  can 
possibly  be  allowed.  If  this  application 
were  to  be  made  for  the  Army  alone,  I 
shoidd,  of  course,  be  exposed  to  the 
charge  of  seeking  to  provide  a  luxury. 
But  what  do  I  see  ?  I  see  that  in  all 
other  walks  of  life  this  very  provision  is 
being  made.  In  the  police  barracks  there 
are  now  in  some  cases  private  cubicles, 
and  in  the  great  lodging  houses  which  are 
now  being  erected  in  London,  the  experi- 
ment of  introducing  the  cubicle  is  being 
largely  tried,  and  I  believe,  as  far  as 
experience  can  speak,  it  has  been  found 
to  be  very  largely  successful.  I  want, 
therefore,  to  suggest  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  his  colleagues  that  it  would  be  a 
pity  to  put  on  one  side  this  idea  because 
certain  soldiers  do  not  think  the  cubicle 
is  necessary.  I  cannot  foresee  anything 
that  would  be  of  greater  advantage  to 
the  Army  than  to  attract  into  its  ranks 
that  large  floating  population  of  good 
fighting  material  who  are  not  al)Solutely 
driven  into  the  Army  by  sheer  necessity, 
but  would  l>e  attracted  to  it  by  ambition 
and  a  real  desire  to  see  a  little 
fighting  in  foreign  service.  These  are  the 
men  to  whom  I  think  this  arrangement 
would  be  a  considerable  advantage.  They 
are  men  accustomed  to  a  certain  amount 


of  decency  and  privacy,  and  they  would 
!  set  a  certain  value  upon  this  pro\'ision 
j  which  cannot  possibly  be  found  when  the 
.  beds  are  arranged  in  one    large  room. 
I  Might  it  not  be  possible  to  take  some  ten- 
tative steps  in  this  direction,  and  to  equip  ' 
some  portion  of  the  new  barracks  which 
are  to  be  built,  or  some   portion  of  the 
old  barracks  which  are  to  Ije  repaired, 
]  ^vith  some   arrangement  for  cubicles  1  ■ 
Might  it  not  also  be  possible  to  arrange 
'  that  the  possession  of   these  cubicles 
,  should  be  a  certain  reward  for  good 
behaviour  in  the  barrack  room  1   I  do 
not  myself  attach  much  value  to  the 
arguments  urged  against  it.    I  have  been 
told  that  it  would'  be  less  possible  to  main- 
tain order  and  discipline  in  the  Iwrrack 
room  if  there  were  cubicles  than  if  there 
were  not.    To  that  ar^iment  I  attach  no  - 
value  whatever.    I  believe  order  and  dis- 
cipline would  be  just  as  well  maintained 
in  the  barrack  room  under  the  system  of 
I  cubicles  as  under  the  open  system  now  in 
'  vogue.  I  have  been  told  that  the  sanitary 
,  arrangements,  ventilation,    etc.,  would 
suffer  from  the  cubicle  system.     I  do 
:  not  think  that  that  objection  could  hold 
water  if  the  matter  were  thoroughly  in- 
'  vestigated.  Stress  has  been  laid  upon  these 
points  l)y  many  who  have  more  authority 
to  speak  r.n  this  subject  than  I  have,, 
i  and  articles  have  been  written  and  evi- 
dence of  all  sorts  produced.  For  instance, 
I  I  notice,  in  a  valuable  article  recently  in 
the    Ninefftith   Century,    a    writer  of 
'  great  authority  says  that  the  great  M-ant 
;  of  the  private  solflier  is  some  privacy, 
'  however  restricted  that  may  be.  We  can- 
not afford  in  these  days  to  treat  our 
I  soldiers  as  if  they  were  different  from 
;  their  brothers  outside  the  ranks    If  there 
'  is  the  lon^ng  for  a  little  privacy  in  other 
,  walks  of  life,  the  same  holds  good  in  the 
'  army  as  well.    I  should  l>e  the  last  peison 
I  to  advocate  the  introduction  of  cubicles  if  it 
I  could  be  shown  that  it  was  likely-  to  break 
'  down  discipline  in  any  degree,  or  to  inter- 
I  fere  with  the  authority  of  the  non-com- 
I  missioned  officers.  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
I  however,  that  there  would  be  no  infrii:se- 
;  ment  of  authority,  and  that  there  wi  tdd 
1  be  no  other  result  than  the  provision  of 
an  increased  attraction  to  a  better  class  of ' 
,  men  to  join  the  Army.     I  would  there- 
fore urge  upon  my  hon.  friend  and  those 
!  who  are  associated  with  him  to  give  this 
matter  his  serious  and,  if  possible,  favour- 
able consideration.    Another  point  that  I 
,  desire  to  draw  att«ntion  to  is  the  provision 
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of  rooms  for  the  fecial  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Array  Temperance  Association. 
Facts  and  figures  in  relation  to  this 
matter  are  very  significant.  In  India, 
where  our  Army  may,  perhaps,  be  said 
to  exist  under  circumstances  in  which 
its  health  and  condition  and  discipline 
are  even  more  vitally  important 
than  at  home,  out  of  78,000  men, 
24,000,  or  about  a  third  of  the  Indian 
Amy,  are  members  of  the  Army  Temper- 
ance' Association.  We  are  therefore 
obliged  to  be  practical  in  dealing  with 
this  question.  We  cannot  aiford  to  be 
run  away  with  by  sentiment,  however 
.  attractive  that  sentiment  may  be.  But 
what  seem  to  be  the  hard  facts  in  connec- 
tion with  the  work  of  this  Association  ? 
You  may  judge  it,  if  you  like,  by  courts 
martial-; — 

•Mb.  SPEAKER :  Oixler,  order !  I  do 
not  see  the  connection  between  the  Army 
Works  Bill  and  the  temperance  question. 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY  :  The 
Military  Works  Bill  has  to  do  with  the 
provision  of  barracks,  and  my  point  leads 
me  to  the  provision  of  Army  temperance 
rooms  as  part  of  the  new  barracks  pro- 
posed by  the  Bill.  This  temperance 
association  depends  for  its  vitality  and 
usefulness  on  the  provision  of  these  rooms, 
and  if  it  cannot  have  these  rooms  the 
association  will  languish  and  decay.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  have  these  rooms, 
the  association  will  flourish  and  be  full  of 
vigour.  It  is  an  advantage  to  the  Army 
that  this  temperance  association  should 
exist,  and  if  that  is  the  case,  is  it  not 
worth  the  while  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  this  Bill  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  attaching  these  rooms  to  the  new 
barracks  which,  under  this  Bill,  he  proposes 
to  erect  ?  If  these  rooms  produce  the  re- 
sult which  the  figures  seem  to  show,  Ithink 
it  is  obvious  that  the  moment  the  money 
is  to  be  spent  on  the  creation  of  the  new 
barracks  is  tlie  time  that  that  provision 
should  be  taken  into  consideration.  I  hope, 
^0,  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  lakes  the  same 
view  as  others  do  of  the  great  advantages 
resulting  from  the  Army  Temperance 
Association,  he  will  possibly  see  his  way 
to  deal  with  it  more  generously  in  the 
form  of  finance  than  it  has  been  dealt 
with  hitherto.  The  only  other  point  to 
which  I  wish  to  draw  attention  is  the 
need  of  proper  hospital  accommodation 
for  the  gamson  in  London.   I  think  it 

C<^mI  KenyonrSlaney. 


I  has  been  brought  within  the  personal 
knowledge   of  my   hon.   friend — at  all 
!  events  it  was    within    his    powei  to 
I  acquire  the  information  very  easily — 
that  the  military  hospital  in  London  is 
j  hardly  sufiicient  for  the  needs  of  the 
j  London  garrison,  and  it  too  often  happens 
that  cases  have  to  be  hurried  away  before 
1  they  are  really  in  a  proper  condition  to 
j  leave  the  hospital,    loose  are  the  three 
'  points  I  wish  to  emphasise,  and  I  hope  in 
I  due  time  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  give 
i  them  his  consideration. 

I  Captain  SINCLAIR  ■(Forfarshire) :  It 
is.  from  no  want  of  sympathy  that  I  dis- 
,  agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
'.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  ;  but  I 
i  rise  for  the  specific  purpose  of  moving  an 
j  Amendment.  I  move  it,  not  out  of  any 
hostility  to  all  the  Expenditure  Bill,  but 
because  I  believe  there  is  a  serious  danger 
of  reaction  against  wise,  deliberate  and 
judicious  expenditure  of  public  money 
unless  there  is  that  consideration 
given  to  these  matters  which  they  un- 
doubtedly deserve.  I  do  not  believe  that 
there  can  be  that  control  over  these 
matters  which  there  should  be  unless 
this  House  insists  upon  full  details  being 
laid  before  it.  The  Amendment  which  I 
propose  to  move  would  have  the  effect  of 
incorporating  in  the  Bill  the  full  details 
which  are  given  in  the  Schedule  which 
has  been  made  out  since  the  Bill  was 
introduced,  and  therefore  giving  to 
the  Schedule  the  effect  of  a  iesal 
enactment.  The  rale  adopted  of  raising 
this  money  by  a  loan  is  a  considerable 
improvement  upon  the  old  procedure  of 
Votes  of  Credit  under  which  large  suras 
were  received  and  expended  without 
proper  control  being  exercised.  It  has 
always  been  considered,  since  the  system 
of  loans  was  adopted,  that  for  per- 
manent works  it  is  the  legitimate  method 
of  raising  money,  but  hitherto  there 
have  been  two  characteristics  of  this 
system.  No  one  can  deny  but  what 
there  has  been  considerable  extravagance, 
and  that  unnecessary  outlays  have  been 
the  result  of  this  system  of  loans ;  and  no 
one  can  doubt  but  what  these  things 
have  been  carefully  limited  for  some  time 
by  the  schedules  attached  to  the  Bills. 
In  1886-7  or  1887-8  the  preparedness  of 
the  country  according  to  the  standard  then 
held  was  so  etticient  that  the  then  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  now  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  was  able  to  come  to 
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the  House  with  a  reduced  expenditure. 
We  are  now  enjoying  a  period  of  un- 
exampled prosperity,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  the  naval  and  military  expenditure 
will  not  be  much  felt ;  but  in  the  lean 
years  which  must  follow  these  fat  years 
we  shall  see  that  a  large  expenditure  has 
been  incurred,  which  we  shall  then  have 
to  pay,  and  there  will  be  a  violent  re- 
action, which  was  the  chief  evil  at  the 
time  that  this  expenditure  was  provided 
for  by  Votes  of  Credit.  Everyone  knows, 
who  IB  conversant  with  naval  and  military 
expenditure,  that  in  no  branch  has  there 
been  more  useless  expenditure  than  the 
outlay  on  buildings  and  barracks.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  we  are  at 
present  in  an  uncertain  position.  The 
paper  addition  of  men  to  the  Army 
is  25,000,  the  real  addition  has  not  been 
one-fourth  of  that  number,  and  without 
some  radical  change  in  the  system  of 
recruiting,  it  is  doubtful  whether  we 
shall  be  able  to  complete  the  establish- 
ment ac  the  number  at  which  the  Govem- 
ment  has  fixed  it.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  by  the  recruiting  authorities  to 
meet  the  excessive  call  that  has  been 
made  upon  it  to  raise  troops,  and  the 
efforts  have  not  been  successful,  and  when 
you  are  in  a  difficulty  of  that  kind,  and 
are  not  sure  of  your  ground,  it  is  unwise 
to  erect  these  great  buildings  and  large 
camps  all  over  the  country.  Then  look 
abroad.  The  colonies,  like  ourselves,  are 
realising  their  responsibility  for  their  own 
defence,  and  we  shall  have  a  ereater  claim 
to  call  upon  them  to  take  tneir  share  in 
Imperial  defence  as  time  goes  on;  and 
that  being  so,  why  should  we  embark  in 
this  expenditure?  We  look  forward  to 
the  time  when  the  garrisons  of  South 
Africa  will  bo  much  smaller  than  they 
are  at  present.  At  the  present  time  in 
that  country  we  have  an  abnormal 
number  of  troops.  Can  there  be  anything 
more  calculated  to  check  and  repress 
the  feeling  of  responsibility  on  the 
part  of  me  colonies  than  to  make 
useless  provision  for  large  permanent 
gfurisQns  in  such  a  country  ?  My  objec- 
tions to  the  Bill  are  that  in  the  first  place 
it  does  too  much,  because  if  the  second 
part  of  the  schediile  does  anything,  it  lays 
the  responsibility  upon  the  Gloverment 
whether  they  like  it  or  not.  It  has  been 
laid  down  over  and  over  again  that  any 
money  proposals  which  the  Government 
bring  forward  should  be  complete  in  every 
deti^  and  that  principle  has  been  directly 

VOL  LXXIV.   [Fourth  Siwes.] 


infringed  in  the  present  Bill.  A  com- 
plete scheme  is  not  dealt  with  by  the  Bill, 
and  it  puts  upon  the  Government  a 
responsibility  which  they  have  not  been 
able  to  consider.  Therefore  the  Bill  does 
too  much  in  one  direction,  and  it  does 
too  little  in  another,  and  that  is  shown 
when  you  compare  this  schedule  with  the 
Act  of  1862,  the  Fortifications  Act  as  it 
was  called.  In  that  case  the  Bill  would 
have  been  lost  if  the  schedule  had  not 
been  included,  and  if  that  schedule  is 
looked  at  it  will  be  found  to  be  complete 
in  every  detail  and  that  it  is  actually 
attached  to  the  Bill,  so  that  it  has  the 
force  of  an  enactment.  It  gives  details 
which  the  Government  is  not  willing  to 
give  us.  The  Under  Secretary  divided 
the  expenditure  into  two  i»rts,  home 
expenditure  

*MiL  WYNDHAM :  The  distinction  we 
have  drawn  is  that  we  give  details  as  to 
barracks,  but  not  as  to  defence. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  Let  us  take 
home  defence  first.  Home  defence  is  not 
less  important  than  the  defence  of  our 
colonies,  and  I  think  the  Government  are 
drawing  an  unjustifiable  distinction 
between  the  twa  Take  Wei-hai-wei  in 
the  Army  Estimates.  Every  man  is  pro- 
vided for  :  the  surveyors,  the  dredgers, 
and  the  Chinese  soldiers  of  the  Queen 
are  given  in  the  Estimates  in  a  most 
minute  form,  and  such  information  is 
now  withheld.  Such  a  procedure  will 
have  the  inevitable  drawback  of  the  loss 
of  control  over  these  advances.  I  notice 
in  Schedule  A  of  this  Bill  £55,000  for 
barracks  at  Colchester,  and  in  the  Esti- 
mates another  item  of  £165,000  for  the 
same  purpose.  Upon  what  principle  is 
the  Government  acting  1  It  cannot  but 
be  productive  of  evil.  Ministers  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  apparently  wish  to  exert 
full  control  and  to  prevent  expenditure 
rightly  put  into  the  Estimates  being 
transferred  to  loans.  But  the  only  means 
by  which  these  things  can  be  effectively 
controlled  is  by  this  House,  and  there 
will  be  a  serious  loss  of  control  if  the 
practice  I  surest  is  not  followed.  I  urs 
the  Government  to  be  a  little  more  franl 
to  the  House.  There  is  another  con- 
sideration. There  are  large  sums  to  be 
expended  by  the  Government  under 
former  loans.  There  is  £155,000  under 
the  barracks  loan  after  allowing  for  the 
expenditure  of  this  year,  and  I  question 
whether  the  Government  will  be  able  to 
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expend  that  sum  in  the  time.  I  think  [ 
-the  House  will  agree  that  the  informa- 1 
'l^ien  aa  to  this  expenditure  ought  to  be  ' 
'■embodied  in  the  Bill  itself,  and  that  being  i 
«o  I  beg  to  be  allowed  to  move :  "  That  I 
this  House  declines  to  allow  this  Vote, 
auilesB  full  details  are  given  as  to  the  ex- 1 
-pendBtnre." 

♦MR.  WEIR  (Ross  arid  Cromarty) :  I 
rise  to  second  the  Amendment  moved  by  I 
t>he  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
forfar.  I  really  think  the  Under  Sec- 
retary should  be  prepared  to  furnish  tiiis 
information.     We   are  told  that  the 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  oat  from  the  word  '  That,'  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
'  this  UouHe  deelines  to  proceed  farther  with  a 
Bill  autliorisine  the  expeaditare  of  paliUo 
luoney  upon  iiiilitai7  works  onleBS  full  details 
of  the  parposes  for  which  this  outlay  is  to  be 
made  are  contained  thernn.* "— (Os^Asm  Sun- 
dair. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
mx^Kwed  to  he  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Questaon." 

*SiR  J.  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth):  I 
think  when  it  is  remembered  that  this  is 
the  last  Bill  of  a  whole  series  for  military 


amounts  expended  willbein  the  Votes  next '  loans  it  is  somewhat  surprising  that  there 
j^ear,butwe  want  to  consider  the  proposed  does  not  appear  to  be  any  very  great 
expenditure  before  the  money  is  spent ;  attention  bemg  given  to  the  matter  by 
:and  net  after  it  has  disappeared.  I  have  the  majority  of  the  Alembers  of  thu 
not  bad  an  opportunity  of  going  over  the  '  House.  Looking  at  the  improved  con- 
barraclis  in  England  to  ascertain  whether  j  dition  of  the  working  classes,  and  looking 


the  same  practice  prevails  as  at  Fort 
Oeorge,  but  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
xight  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  his  serious 
2,ttention  to  the  state  of  the  barracks  to 
-which  I  have  alluded.   It  is  very  remark- 


to  all  the  circumBtances  of  the  time,  if  you 
are  going  to  keep  an  efficient  army  at  all 
I  think  you  will  have  to  pay  a  much 
higher  rate  to  your  soldiers  than  you  are 
paying  now.     Therefore,  you  must  of 


:able  that  hon.  Members  have  to  go  through  ;  necessity  face  the  certainty  of  a  very 
such  a  large  number  of  documents  and  i  large  increase  of  the  soldiers'  pay,  and 
.accounts  in  order  to  see  how  much  money  i  that  means  a  lai^  increase  in  the 
Is  to  be  spent  upon  any  one  particular  |  annual  Estimates.  It  is^  therefore,  more 
barrack.  The  system  in  regard  to  Scot- 
land is  very  bad  indeed  in  this  respect. 
In  England  we  have  ^64,260,000  expended  . 

on  barracks  and  other  works  ;  in  Ireland  i  proposals  connected  with  military  ex- 


than  ever  necessary  to  consider  this 
question  seriously,  and  we  are  bound  to 
examine  and   carefully   scrutinise  any 


the  total  is  £750,000,  but  in  Scotland  it 
is  only  £65^000.  Now  I  do  not  think 
that  this  is  quite  fair  to  Scotland,  for  we 
have  to  find  our.  quota  of  soldiers  and 
sailors,  and  we  possess  the  finest  Naval 
Reserve  station  in  the  kingdom.    Tet  we 


penditure.  Now,  this  BiU  is  for 
£4,000,000,  and  £3,000,000  of  that  total 
will  go  for  barracks,  and  £1,000,000  for 
what  is  called  defence  works.  As  the  latter 

?ue8tion  involves  so  many  consideratiooa 
do  not  wish  tio  say  much  about  bar- 


cannot  get  from  the  War  Office  a  sufficient  { racks,  Ixit  I  do  feel  that,  in  view  of  what 
Mun  of  money  to  provide  deeent  accommo- 1  has  been        about  the  expenditure  of 


<3ation  at  Dingwall  for  the  staff  of  one  of 
cwr  finest  Highland  regiments. 

yim.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  The 
lion.  Member  must  confine  his  remarks  to 
the  (gvestion  under  consideration. 

:Mr:  weir  :  I  hope  the  hon.  Member 
•will  go  to  a  division  against  this  system  of 
•conducting  business  at  the  War  Office, 
which  is  not  up(m  a  sound  principle. 
If  he  does  I  for  one  will  go  into  the 
Lobby  with  him.  We  shall  -be  beaten  by 
the  battalions  behind  the  hon.  Member 
-opposite,  but  wc  shall  at  least  have  the 
satisfaction  of  recording  our  protest 
against  this  secret  system  of  conducting 
lousiness  at  the  Wai-  Office.  i 

Captain  Sinclair. 


I  public  money  and  the  extra  cost  we 
I  shall  have  to  bear  for  extra  pay  for 
I  soldiers,  it  is  my  duty  to  call  atten- 
:  tion  to  the  barrack  policy  as  a  whole. 
I  We  all  agree  that  it  is  necessary  to  do 
j  everything  that  is  reasonable  and  possible 
I  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 
I  soldiers  living  in  barracks  both  at 
!  home  and  abroad.  The  proposal  in  this 
I  Bill  is  only  another  step  in  the  barrack 
I  poliey  which  was  comm^ced  in  1872, 
I  for  m  that  year  there  was  a  loan  of 
£3,500,000  for  the  construction  of  bar- 
racks, and  it  took  over  twenty -four 
years  to  carry  that  policy  out,  for  the 
Auditor- General  in  1896  reported  that 
the  work  was  not  completed.  In  1888 
the  House,  through   a  Parliamentary 
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Conunittee  «08taii%  called  the  Randolph 
Chiuvhill  Committee,  had  practical 
evidence  from  the  Iiiepector-General  of 
Kniifications  as  to  barra<^.  On  the  8th 
<rf  June,  1888,  this  is  what  he  said : 

**  I  sliould  like  the  House  of  Commons  to 
know  that  the  probability  is  that  to  place  the 
whole  of  the  burack  establish  menu  through- 
oat  the  Empire  opon  a  proper  footing,  and  to 
make  everything  tborooghly  ediaeDt,  would 
•cost  between  £4.u00,000  and  £6,000,000.  That 
is  mj  opioiiHt." 

That  was  in  1888,  and  there  you  have  a 
^lecific  statement  from  the  Inspector- 
<Teneral  of  Fortifications.  Since  then  we 
have  spent  £10,439,000  on  barracks,  or 
more  than  double  the  amount  which  the 
Hoyal  Engineer,  who  in  this  matter  was 
■the  spokesman  of  the  War  Office,  said -in 
1888  we  should  have  to  incur.  Now  the 
Bill  tells  us  that  £3,000,000  is  wanted  im- 
mediately, and  the  schedule  of  the  resolu- 
tion tells  us  that  £2,594,000  must  follow  at 
•once.  If weleaveoutthe£i;600,000whicb 
is  to  be  expended  for  Salisbury.  Plain,  and 
is,  therefore,  a  new  item,  which  it  is  not 
fair  to  bring  into  this  calculation,  we  find 
that  £11,384,000  is  the  amount  required 
to  do  what  the  Royal  Engineers  told  us 
■eleven  years  ago  would  probabl}'  cost 
between  £4,000,000  and  £5,000,000. 
Therefore,  when  the  scheme  contem- 
f^ated  by  the  schedule  of  this  Bill 
IS  complete,  you  will  have  spent  on 
barraclra,  between  1872  and  the  comple- 
tion of  the  scheme,  £16,533,000.  What 
•does  that  mean  %  You  may  take 
the  equivalent  of  barrack  expenditure  at 
.£100  per  man,  and  that  means  that 
between  1872  and  the  completion  of  this 
scheme  you  will  have  built  barracks 
representing  accommodation  for  165,330 
men.  Hon.  Members  know  that  we  have 
not  done  this.  Looking  at  this  barrack 
policy  in  connection  with  what  I  have 
.said,  I  think  that  anybody  who  studies 
the  subject  must  be  convinced  (A  two 
things — that  the  War  Office  has  had  no 
■continuous  policy  as  to  the  distribution  of 
troops,  and  by  constantly  changing  its 
policy  it  has  created  the  necessity  for 
erecting  barracks  on  different  sites ;  and 
,the  other  thing  is  that  this  proves  clearly 
the  false  system  of  the  War  Office  in 
putting  into  the  hands  of  the  Royal  En- 
gineers these  gigantic  building  works, 
because  the  Royal  Engineers  are  for 
.sapping  and  mining,  going  up  in  balloons, 
laying  telegraphs  on  land,  and  puttin 
•fixploeives    under    water;  therefore 


am  not  surprised  that  you  have  this 
enormous  bill  and   so  -very  -little  to- 
show  for  it.    Passing  from  this  point 
the    real    novelty    exhibited    by  th&". 
schedule  is  not  the  expenditure  for  Salis- 
bury Plain,  which  I  think  everyone  will , 
approve    of,   but    the  expenditure  of 
£  1 30,000  for    permanent  barracks  at 
Wei-haj-wei.      As    far   as    this  Bill 
is  conowned  this  is  all  we  know  ef 
the  amount  of  money  going  to  be  spent, 
at    Wei-hai-wei.     I    should    like  to 
know,    however,    how.   much    of  the 
blank  cheque  of  £1,000,000  for  defence, 
works  is  going  to  be  spent  ^t  Woi-hai-wei, - 
for  we  have  no  information  on  this  point, 
which  I  think  is  one  deserving  attention.; 
As  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  tiovernpient , 
I  regard  the  withholding  of  information, , 
which  has  always  been  given,  as  totha.- 
general  purposes  to  which  this  money  is, 
to  be  applied,  as  a  very  great  mistaJce.. 
Nobody  asks  for  detailed  informatiou-i 
The  Act  of  1860  gave  full  information ; . 
the    next   step  wluch  ext^ided  the 
principle    was    that   t^ken    in  ■  1984).', 
when  papers  were  circulated   by  the. 
Treasury  under  the  head  of  "Garrisons., 
and  Coaling  Stations  Abroad,"  which.- 
proposed  a  large  expenditure  on  ports 
abroad,  and  in  which  was  set  forth 
the  details,  not  only  of  the  amount  of. 
money  to  be  spent  at  each  place  for„ 
defence  works*  but  also  of  the  amount  to, 
be  spent  on  armaments  .aud  the  nature , 
of  those  armaments.   In  1888  the  pr«ce-t 
dent  of  1860  and  1884  was  followed. 
There  you  had  the  schedule  and  the  state- , 
ment,  and  you  had  it  also  put  explicitly . 
in  the  memorandum  of  the  VVar  Minister,, 
that  so  much  was  for  each  place  and  sp . 
much  was  for  armaments.     Now  the, 
Grovemment  withhold  from  ua  any  in-  ^ 
formation  at  all. 

*Mr,  WYNDHAM  :  But  there  are  no 

armaments  on  this  Vot^. 

*$IR  J.  COLOMB :  Mdy  I  ask  my  hon. 
friend  if  1  am  to  imderstand  that  the 
whole  of  this  £1,000,000  is  for  defence 
works  without  any  guns  at  all  1 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Yes. 

*SrR  J.  COLOMB :  Then  thi8£l,000,000 
is  to  provide  for  works  without  any  guns 
at  all.  That  statement,  I  am  afraid,  will 
compel  me  to  vote  for  the  Amendment 
unless  a  much  more  explicit  declutition, 
as  to  where  the  worlra  uxi  to  be,  is 
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forthcoming.  No  reason  has  been  given 
for  silence  as  to  the  application  of  this 
loan.  Only  an  excuBe  has  been  given, 
and  my  hon.  friend  says : — 

"  There  U  a  great  deal  of  value  to  be  gained 
by  leaving  the  exact  location  of  aefeoce 
Bbronded  in  a  little  mystery." 

I  am  bound  to  say  that  we  are  not  asking 
for  mysterious  details,  but  I  do  claim  to 
know  where  the  money  is  to  be  spent, 
and  how  much  of  it  is  for  works  and  how 
much  for  armaments.  We  know  now  j 
that  £1,000,000  is  to  be  spent  on  works  i 
without  any  guns,  and  if  I  misunderstood  i 
my  hon.  niend  it  is  not  my  fault,  but  j 
the  fault  of  the  War  Office  in  departing 
from  all  precedents  in  this  matter.  The 
next  point  is,  what  have  we  got  to  shroud 
in  mystery  1  With  our  system  of  "  open 
doors"  and  open  ports  how  are  you 
going  to  conceal  how  and  where  the 
money  has  been  spent  1  Every  foreign 
officer  will  see  it  with  his  own  eyes,  and 
he  will  report  to  his  own  Gk>vemment, 
and  the  Foreign  Governments  all  over  the 
world  will  know  it.  The  only  people  you 
are  shrouding  in  mystery  are  the 
supporters  of  the  Government :  how 
are  they  to  defend  a  ^licy  which 
you  will  not  explain  f  I  thmk  more  evil 
will  come  at  home  from  shrouding  public 
expenditure  in  mystery  than  anything 
you  are  likely  to  gain  abroad  by  the 
delusion  that  you  can  conceal  what  you 
are  doing  from  foreign  Governments.  If 
you  are  going  to  spend.  £1,000,000  in 
China  why  not  say  so  t  The  people  of 
this  country  will  give  you  their  confidence 
if  you  give  them  yours  ;  but  if  you  are 
only  going  on  the  Imea  of  1860,  1884  and 
1888,  why  are  you  departing  from  the  pre- 
cedents of  those  Bills  ?  Is  it  a  fact  that 
most  of  this  X1,000,000  is  going  to  Wei- 
hai-wei  ? 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  In  two  different 
speeches  I  have  mentioned  five  different 
clBBsea  of  expenditure  imder  this  Bill  in 
the  order  of  their  importance,  and  the 
hon.  Member  knows  perfectly  well  that 
Wei-hai-wei  is  only  intended  as  a  secon- 
dary naval  base. 

*Sm  J.  COLOMB :  Then,  all  I  have  to 
say  is  that  there  is  no  such  term  as 
"secondary  naval  base"  in  the  Esti- 
mates, or  anywhere  else  that  I  know  of, 
which  determines  expenditure.  When  you 
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talk  about  a  secondary  naval  base  what 
do  you  mean  t  Is  it  to  be  a  naval  base  to 
Hong  Kon^  or  to  ports  in  the  United 
Kingdom  1  I  am  compelled,  in  -view  of 
this  mystery  as  to  where  this  money  is- 
going,  to  deal  more  fully  with  this  ques- 
tion, and  I  will,  as  briefly  as  I  possibly 
can,  look  at  this  subject  from  the  general 
aspect  of  the  defence  of  the  Emmre.  We 
won  our  empire  not  by  sitting  down  and 
waiting  for  attack,  but  because  we  pos- 
sessed two  things — a  free  Fleet  and 
a  free  Army,  ready  to  apply  every- 
where and  anywhere  when  required. 
That  was  the  principle  of  our  British 
defence  down  to  the  year  1860.  That 
policy  proved  completely  successful  in  the 
Napoleonic  War.  Then,  in  1860  in 
a  public  panic  we  were  frightened  by 
France  and  Cherbour^^  and  in  a  hurry 
we  voted  a  Military  Works  loan,  and  great 
works  were  established,  and  the  evil  results, 
of  those  works  is  stamped  upon  our  policy 
to-day.  In  1872,  frightened  by  Germany 
and  Paris,  we  enormously  extended 
that  policy,  and  in  1888  we  deliberately 
further  extended  it,  and  practically 
applied  it  all  over  the  world,  whereaa 
before  we  had  only  applied  it  to  the  United 
Kingdom.    Since  1888  you  have  had  two 

freat  object-lessons,  which  I  think  should 
e  well  borne  in  mind.  You  have  had  a 
war  between  China  and  Japan,  and  you 
have  had  a  war  between  the  Umted 
States  and  Spain.  Both  these  wars  show 
the  folly  of  tne  principle  which  this  House 

favewaytoinl860.  Boththesewarssimply 
lustrate  and  repeat  on  a  small  scale  the 
teaching  of  our  own  history,  and  the  two 
great  lessons  are  these — that  the  Power 
having  mastery  of  the  sea  and  a  free 
army  at  its  command,  can  go  anywhere 
and  do  anything;  while  an  inferior  sea 
Power  can  go  nowhere  and  do  nothing, 
but  has  to  wait  for  attack,  no  matter 
how  numerous  its  army  may  be. 
Great  fortresses  and  purely  garrison 
armies  for  the  purposes  of  defence 
are  the  role  of  the  weak  naval  Power,  and 
not  of  the  strong.  Here  is  policy  which 
I  think  has  put  our  military  machinery 
out  of  gear.  Under  modem  conditions  of 
steam,  no  sea  supremacy  can,  however, 
secure  immunity  from  insignificant  raids 
upon  porta.  Therefore,  the  superior  sea. 
Power  cannot  altogether  dispense  with 
moderate  local  defences  at  its  naval  bases  ; 
hence  the  British  policy  must  produce 
three  things — a  naval  force  to  secure  the 
mastery  of  the  sea,  a  mobile  army  to  strike^ 
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«iid  moderate  local  defences  for  the  naval 
bases  and  naval  depdts.  But  the  policy 
■ol  1860  and  its  subsequent  expansion 
and  development  down  to  the  present 
time,  finds  us  in  this  position — on  the 
water  we  have  recovered,  since  1889,  our 
old  position,  and  we  are  quite  ready, 
■at  a  moment's  notice,  to  assert  that  sea 
-supremacy.  But  on  the  land  and  at  our 
^rts  we  are,  except  in  India,  endeavouring 
to  fulfil  at  enormous  cost  the  military  rSk 
-of  an  inferior  naval  Power,  The  two  things 
■are  incompatible,  and  simply  spell  military 
waste  and  weakness,  and  we  are  drifting 
on  with  an  ever-increasing  military  expen- 
<liture  on  garrisons,  and  an  ever<iecreasing 
armyavailable  for  field  service.  My  opinion 
is  that  had  the  Admiralty  to  provide  for 
local  defences  of  naval  ports  and  depots, 
or  to  recoup  the  Army  festimates  for  the 
outlay  on  soKMilled  naval  requirements,  I 
myself  am  absolutely  certain  that  the 
Admiralty  would  at  once  declare  the 
«Uborate  fortification  and  huge  garrisons 
at  most  of  these  places  were  quite  a 
superfluity  of  military  naughtiness  on 
the  part  of  a  Power  dominant  at  sea.  The 
House,  I  hope,  will  forgive  me  if  I  occupy 
th^r  time  at  so  ^reat  a  length,  but  this 
natter  is  very  senous  as  reg^s  Wei-hai- 
wei.  If  you  take  the  trouble  to  note  the 
•effect  of  the  policy  which  was  commenced  in 
1860  upon  the  constitution  of  our  army 
you  will  find  something  like  this  :  by  a 
gradual  and  unobserved  process  you  have 
absolutely  changed  the  constitution  of  the 
British  Army,  which  in  1860  was  one  con- 
stituted almostentirel^for  field  service,  and 
now  you  have  got  a  military  force  the  larger 
proportion  of  which  is  devoted  to  garrison 
service  and  garrison  service  only.  Our 
old  motto  of  ancient  days  was  "  Fleet,  not 
works,"  and  now  it  is  "Fleet  and  works," 
and  plenty  of  them.  The  truth  is  that 
the  military  policy  of  the  country  has 
really  originated  out  of  proposals  of 
the  Royal  Engineers,  whose  real  duty 
is  to  devise  fortifications.  I  calculate 
that  nearly  ^,000,000  of  the  military 
expenditure  is  to  meet  so-called  naval 
requirements,  and  the  cost  of  the 
pernonnel  d  the  army  applied  to 
•exaggerated  requirements  at  naval  bases. 
I  exclude  Malta  from  that  calculation, 
as  it  is  a  military  pUire  ti'artim,  and 
I  find  that  if  you  compare  last  year's 
estimate  with  this  year's  estimate,  the  cost 
•f  these  garrisons  at  naval  bases  has 
increased  m  one  year  by  £76,000  a  year, 
and  I  got  from  my  hon.  friend  the 


Financial  Secretary  to  tiie  War  Office  an 
answer  yesterday  which  shows  that  Wei- 
hai-wei  fJone  is  going  to  put  £67,000  a 
year  extra  on  the  Army  Estimates. 

Therefore  I  say  that  this  £1,000,000  for 
defence  works,  without  any  guns,  whether 
at  Wei-hai-wei  or  anywhere  else,  must 
mean  the  locking  up  of  more  of  your 
troops  in  ^rrisons.  That  is  what  I 
strongly  object  to.  I  desire  to  say  aae 
word  about  the  selection  of  a  naval  base. 
Observing  that  a  naval  base  should,  if  pes 
sible,  be  on  an  island,  and  not  on  the  main- 
land, where  you  have  to  defend  a  land 
frontier ;  I  will  now  pass  at  once  to  China. 
Hong  Kong  is  not  an  island  from  a  strategic 
point  of  view,  for  it  has  become  necessary 
to  acquire  a  considerable  amount  of  terri- 
tory in  the  neighbourhood,  and  you  have 
now  got  a  land  frontier  there.  Therefore 
that  fact  alone  will  necessitate  the  em- 
ployment of  a  larger  military  force  than 
you  ever  had  there  before.  That  is  also 
an  element  to  be  considererl  in  the  general 
question  with  regard  to  Wei-hai-wei.  At 
Wei-hai-wei  you  nave  got  a  frontier  which 
you  know  nothing  at  all  about,  because 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  tdd 
us  that  the  area  is  unknown  because  the 
land  frontier  has  not  yet  been  de- 
limited. Put  those  two  things  together, 
and  look  how  your  mobile  army  is  going 
to  be  eaten  into  by  Hong  Kong,  which 
you  must  protect,  and  Wei-hai-wei.  Only 
fourteen  ^ears  ago  what  did  you  do  in 
North  China  1  Why,  you  suddenly  seized 
Port  Hamilton.  On  the  8th  of  April, 
1885,  nothing  was  known  at  the  Foreign 
Office  as  to  the  proposed  hoisting  of 
the  British  flag  at  Port  Hamilton,  ^ore 
that  week  was  out  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  wired  to  the  admiral  on  the 
China  station : 

"Occupy  Port  Hamilton  and  report  pio- 

ceedingH. 

The  Admiral  on  the  China  station 
wrote  back  and  protested  that  Port 
Hamilton  was  by  no  means  a  desirable 
place  to  hold,  and  that  it  would  be  a  con- 
stant source  of  weakness  to  this  country, 
yet  the  Foreign  Office  continued  to  offer  to 
pay  £5,000  a  year  for  Port  Hamilton  in 
the  face  of  repeated  reports  from  the 
Admirals  that  the  place  vmi  no  use  to  us. 
A  year  afterwards  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  felt  the  danger  of  the  whole 
position.     Now  the   grounds  of  the 
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Admirals*  obj<ecjbion  are.  important  in  view 
of  tJie  acquirement  of  Wei-hai-wei.  The 
first  Admiral  also  said  that  it  would  be  : 

"  More  oonvMiient.  in  case  of  ojperation»  for 
all  necessary  colliers  and  store  ships  to  aocom 
pany  the  squadron." 

Then  we  get  another  Admiral  sent  to 
China,  who  is  ordwed  to  inrestigate  and 
report  whether  or  not  in  time  ol  war  an 
oooupation  of.  Port  Hamilton  would  be  a 
source  of  strength  or  weakness  to  the 
power  of  oar  squadron,  and  the  Admiral 
replies : 

"  Considering  that  military  defence  is  a  work 
of  time,  it  cannot  be  axpected  that  Port 
Hamilton  can  Income,  as  Sir  Cooper  Key 
considered  necessary,  a  first-class  foiljess  for 
many  years.  Until  it  is  properly  fortified  I 
look  at  its  occupation  as  a  source  of  weakness 
in  war  time." 

He  also  says : 

"  I  quite  concur  with  my  predecessor  as  to 
our  true  base  for  naval  work  b^ng  a  steam 
flotilla,  which  can  alwayn  be  obtain^  here,  to 
accompany  the  fleet  with  all  necessary  coal, 

provwiouf*,  stores,  etc." 

Then  another  Admiral  says  ; 

"  It  is  ^apposed  that  in  war  a  coaling  atation 
is  tlie  nortliem  part  of  our  command  is 
necessary.  I  am  not  of  that  opinion.  Steam 
collient  properly  fitted  must  be  filled  mth 
Welsh  coal  at  Hong  Kong  and  follow  our  ships. 
If  it  is  intended  to  make  Port  Hamilton  a 
regular  colonial'  possession  and  fortify  it  like 
Gibraltar  and  Malta  there  can  be  no  naval 
objection." 

£Lo  you  see  that  the  whole  of  the  Admi- 
rals at  that  time  did  not  reg»xl  a  naval 
base  in  North  China  as  necessary.  What 
has  happened  since  tJiat  time,  only 
fourteen  years  ago  1  The  speed  of  our 
ships  has  enormously  increased,  and 
the  staying  power  of  our  ships  has  also 
been  increased  and,  strategically  speaking, 
Hong  Kong  is  nearer  now  to  the  Gulf  of 
Pechili  than  it  was  then.  The  broad 
lesson  from  that  is  this,  that  we  have  a 
happy-go-lucky  way  of  dealing  with  great 

firoblems  of  imperial  defence.  The  Par- 
iamentary  history  of  Wei-hai-wei  shows 
that  we  have  not  mended  our  ways  to  any 
great  extent  in  this  respect.  It  is  briefly 
wis — that  Wei-hai-wei  was  first  heard  of  in 
this  House  in  April,  1888.  By  questions  in 
this  House  it  transpired  that  there  was  no 
actual  siurey  at  the  port  of  Wei-hai-wei 
until  July  last  year,  and  that  it  was  not 
fully  completed  till  the  end  of  September, 
therefore  the  report  of  the  naval  survej' 
could  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Admi- 
ralty much  before  Christmas.  Kow  that 
f^t  is  very  impoitmit,  for  in  the  mean- 
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time,  and  early  in  the  year,  the  Govenir 
ment  sent  out  a  Royal  EngineerandothM' 

officers  to  prepare  a  military  survey  for 
the  defence  of  a  port  not  navally  survevedt. 
Down  to  the  end  of  last  year  Governr 
ment  could  not  possibly  have  had  full 
detailed  information  at  all  about  Wei-hafr 
wei.  I  object  strongly  to  treating  thesa 
great  problems,  with  only  a  small  array 
rely  upon,  in  a  precipitate  manner.  Th»^ 
only  point  I  wdll  venture  to  touch  upoa 
in  this  respect  is  this.  It  may  be  said— > 
you  forget  that  since  Port  Hamiltoa 
was  abandoned  Russia  has  gone  to  Port 
Arthur.  I  may  Ije  told  to  look  at  Port 
Arthur,  and  look  at  nothing  else,  and  to- 
look  at  Russia  and  nothing  else.  £ut  that 
is  the  thing  which  I  moat  object  to.  I  say 
that  you  cannot  look  at  a  particular  sea^ 
or  a  particular  point,  and  deal  with  it  as 
an  abstract  question,  but  you  must  look  alt 
it  with  a  full  knowledge  and  a  full  review 
of  the  whole  of  your  naval  and  military- 
position  all  over  the  world.  If  you  go  t» 
war  with  Russia  you  will  not  carry  oa 
your  operations  at  Port  Arthur  only^ 
but  you  will  also  carry  them  on  in  the 
Baltic,  Central  Asia,  perhaps  in  the  Per- 
sian Gulf,  perhaps  in  the  Black  Sea,  and 
other  places.  Therefore,  I  decline  to 
look  at  this  question  from  a  limited 
point  of  view.    \\'hat  are  you  going  tOr 

fain  by  the  acquisition  of  Wei-hai-wei  t 
do  not  think  you  are  going  to  gain  any- 
thing except  a  great  outlay  upon  forti£- 
cations.     1  shall    be    told   that  thet 
Admirals  say  on  that  station  that  wa 
I  ou^ht  to  have  Wei-hai-wei,  but  how  was- 
;  this  question  put  to  them  ?    If  you  swd: 
j  to  them,  "  Would  you  like  this  place  as  & 
\  fortified  port  and  naval  l>ase  with  aat 
army  there  to  defend  it  ? "  of  course  they, 
{  would  say  "  Yes."  But  if  you  asked  thenv 
I  "  Is  it  so  desirable  a  place  for  a  naval  base. 
I  that  naval  money  should  be  spent  on  it  \  "\ 
they  would  say  "  No."  As  to  the  probabl«t 
i  amount  of  the  expenditure  which  you  wiUi 
I  have  to  incur  nobody  can  forecast  the  conse*' 
quences.  If  inNorthern China youarepurai^- 
I  ingthis  policy  of  acquiringoneportbecausei 
I  some  other  country  takes  another  are  yoa- 
\  going  to  do  the  same  thin^  because  of 
Cuba  and  other  places  t    \  ou  will  say 
probably  "No,"  because  the  Americans  are- 
our  kith  and  kin.    I  cannot  forget,  how-> 
ever,  that  the  bloodiest  and  most  coetly" 
war  of  this  century  was  a  war  waged  on, 
I  the  Continent  of  America,  and  you  can-* 
not  ignore  the  possibility  of  war  with  the- 
United  States.  Andwhatabout  Japan 
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•either  of  these  contingencies,  or  com- 
•biasti(m  of  the  two,  will  Wei-hai- 
wei  be  anjrthing  but  a  source  of  danger 
and  weakness  to  you  unless  you  make  it 
•»  Gibraltar  ?  I  say  it  will  be  a  danger, 
and,  consequently,  I  ask  for  information. 
■I  ask  lot  a  clear  statement  and  not  for 
.masteries.  It  may  seem  very  easy  to 
cntieise  and  to  find  &iilt,  espedally  hy  one 
wha  hag  not  the  information  possessed 
by  the  Government,  but  the  alternative  to 
'embarking  on  this  gigantic  military  ex- 
pwiditure  is  that  you  uiould  exhaustively 
<«iUTe^  that  little  group  of  islands,  the  Mia- 
.Tan,  in  the  Gulf  of  Fechili  before  you  em- 
bark  upon  this  expenditure  at  AVei-nai-wei. 
.If  the  Government  are  in  earnest  in  con- 
.  idering  the  whole  paiiition  I  do  not  think 
they  would  be  rushmg  into  this  permanent 
-expenditure  until  they  were  quite  sure  that 

■  they  could  see  the  end  of  it  if  Russia  were 
■now  to  acquire  those  islands.  If  any  foreign 
.country  could  establish  a  torpedo  depot 
and  a  torpedo  flotilla  at  those  islands 
your  position  might  not  be  a  very  com- 
fortaUe  one,  especially  if  the  ishuids  wern 
.acquired  by  Russia.  I  desire  to  say  dis- 
tinctly and  clearly  that  the  Government 
WCTe  perfectly  right  in  acquiring  AVei-hai- 

;wei  for  the  reason  that  it  gave  us  diplo- 
.matic  strength  at  Pekin.    But  my  point 
.  ia  not  the  acquirement  of  Wei-hai-wei, 
-but  that  the  Government  ought  not, 
.without -adequate  inquiry  and  examina- 
.  ticm,  bo  rush  precipitately  into  a  perma- 
nent expenditure  a  few  months  after 
.  acquirement  without  being  able  to  see  the 
rend  of  it.   I  contend  tht^  we  should  not 
b^in  tfacee  permanent  works  at  Wei-hai- 
.  wei  until  we  know  more  about  the  place. 
It  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  do  what  we 
should    have   done     1 00    years  ago, 
-and  that  is  to  send  100  marines  there 
with  a  flagstaff  and  a  flag  and  leav  e  theni 
there.    I  may  be  told  that  this  is  all  very 
fine,  but  if  the  fleet  is  away  the  place  will 
•  be  captured.    But  what  of  that  1     If  a 
Russum  fleet  goes  in  there  and  cap- 
.tares  the    marines  it  will   have  to 
evacuate   the    place    immediately  or 
.else  be  caught  in  a  trap ;  therefore,  I 
say  send  100  marines  and  a  flag  and 
»do  not  embark  upon  this  great  policy 
without  further  inquiry.    The  advantage 
ito  be  gained  will  be  this :  we  have  got 
.  that  port,  and  having  got  it  no  power  can 
<.take.it  in  time  of  peace,  and  therefore  the 
■fif^staff,  the  flag,  and  the  marine.^  are 
.sufficient;  in  time  of  war  we  should  be 

■  able  to  use  and  hold  it  as  long  as  we  keep 


;  the  supremacy  of  the  sea.  I  for  one  deeply 
r^^t  that  the  Government  should  em- 
l)ark  on  a  policy  of  asking  this  House  t(> 
provide  blindfold  £1,000,000  for  creatiniC 
defence  works  mainly,  perhaps,  at  Wei-hai- 
wei.  I  regret  it,  and  I  feel  strongly 
upon  this  point ;  and  if  we  do  not  get 
some  more  satisfactory  explanati<»i  I  shall 
certainly  vote  for  the  Motion  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  Debate. 

*Mr.  WARNER  (StalFordshire,  Licfa^ 
field) :  I  do  iu)t  wish  to  follow  the  hon.  ancE 
gallant  Member  for  Yarmouth  into  all  the 
details  he  has  gone  into,  but  there  are  one  or 

two  points  I  should  like  to  criticise.  In  the- 
first  place  I  do  not  think  that  Wei-hai-wei 

,  iseven  worth  the  flagstaff,  let  alone  sending; 
the  marines.  Ever  since  we  have  acquiren 
this  station  the  different  authorities  bave 
been  attaching  less  and  less  valoe  to  it.. 
At  first  we  were  told  that  it  wse  a:  most: 
valuable  strategical  base,  and  now  we-  ma 
told  that  it  is  to  be  a  base  of  secondarv 
importance.  I  hope  the  GrovenHnent:  w^l 
considerserioufily  whether  this  moneyisnot 
being  thrown  away,  as  it  was  in  tnjB-  ease 
of  Port  Hamilton.  I  do  not  w^isb  %»  findi 
fault  with  the  courtesy  of  the  Under  Slwr- 
retary  of  State  for  War  in  regard  to-  thes 
manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  this: 

,  Debate.  I  am  afraid  he  has  got  a  very 
weak  ca.se,  and  it  is  a  sample  of  the  rotteri' 
policy  of  this  Government  in  two  ways 

\  This  Bill  is  objectionable  l>ecause  the- 
moneyis  going  to  be  voted  without  telling^ 

I  us  what  the  money  is  going  to  l>e  spent- 
upon.    We  do  not  want  a  detailed  state- 

I  ment  which  foreign  countries  will  be  able^ 
to  interpret,  and  find  out  how  many  guns 

'  we  are  going  to  put  there,  but  what  we 

■  want  to  know  is  where  these  great  works, 
which  are  to  cost  £1,000,000,  are  going  to 
be  put.    I  do  not  think  these  defences 

,  will  be  of  much  vahie,  for  they  will  be  no- 
defence  to  our  Empire  at  all.  But,  he- 
sidcs  this,  there  ia  the  very  grave  otojec- 

:  tion  that  a  good  deal  of  this  money  is  to* 
be  Iwrrowed  in  a  year  when  we  ha^  e 

I  already  borrowed  an  enormous  sum  of 
money,  and  it  is  being  borrox^  ed  in  a. 

,  great  measure  for  unnecessary  purposes. 
We  are  not  told  where  the  defenc* 
works     are     to     be.      I     see  thafc 

,  there  is  to  be  a  depot  erectedi 
at  Caterham,  but  I  should  like  to 
know  why  extra  accommodation  for  the; 

,  men  is  required,  because  the  numljer  of 

'  men  put  forward  b^  the  War  Office  only 
exists  on  paper.    M  ei-hai-wei,  1  am  siu'e* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ill  MUitarif 


{COMMONS} 


rrmks  BUI. 


113 


will  be  a  great  cost  to  this  country,  and 
will  also  be  a  source  of  weakness,  and  I 
would  also  ask  this  House  to  take  into  its 
serious  consideration  the  desirability  of 
stopping  this  tremendous  waste  of  money 
upon  erecting  barracks  in  places  where 
they  are  not  wanted.  This  money  should 
be  roent  increasing  the  strengm  of  the 
mobue  army,  which  can  be  sent  out  to 
any  place  where  it  is  wanted.  This 
would  be  really  strengthening  the  defences 
of  the  nation,  instead  of  wasting  money 
employing  engineers  in  work  which  they 
are  not  accustomed  to  do,  building  huge 
barracks  at  places  where  they  are  not 
wanted,  and  spending  large  sums  of 
money  upon  defences  which  will  be  obso- 
lete in  ten  years.  This  Bill  is  an  instance 
of  the  War  Office  wasting  money  which 
ought  to  be  spent  on  increasing  the 
efficiency  of  the  Army  and  the  comforts 
of  the  soldiers,  so  that  we  may  have  the 
Army  up  to  the  numbers  on  paper.  I 
hope  the  Amendment  will  be  carried,  if  it 
is  only  to  teach  the  Government  a  lesson 
in  economy. 

♦Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton) :  I  must 
say  from  a  military  point  of  view  that  I 
cannot  understand  the  reticence  of  the 
War  Office  with  regard  to  defensive  works. 
We  all  know  that  in  such  works  there 
must  be  constructive  masonry.  If  the 
War  Office  by  waving  a  wand  or  by 
giving  the  word  of  command  could  at 
once  set  up  these  works  there  might  be 
some  reason  for  this  reticence.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  only  persons  whom  the 
reticence  of  the  War  Office  will  aflfect 
will  be  the  Members  of  this  House. 
Wherever  this  policy  is  put  into  action, 
and  where  works  are  being  constructed,  it 
stands  to  reason  that  men  will  bo  collected 
there,  and  that  fact  will  be  known  not 
only  in  this  countiy,  but  also  in  every 
country  in  the  world  that  wants  to  know. 
What  is  the  reason  for  this  silence  1 
Why  should  we  not  know  where  this 
money  is  to  be  expended  t  My  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  the  Member  for  Great 
Yarmouth  has  drawn  attention  to  the 
money  spent  at  Wei-hai-wei  and  to  the 
principle  the  War  Office  has  adopted — 
a  principle  which  reqmres  great  considera- 
tion in  this  House — of  playing  into  the 
hands  of  the  Admiralty,  and  taking  on  it- 
self expenditure  which  really  ought  to  be 
borne  by  the  Admiralty.  The  Admiralty 
is  unquestionably  the  more  popular 
service,  and  why  should  it  not  take  on  it- 

Mr.  C.  Warner, 


self  all  the  money  it  requires.  Itseemstome 
that  the  War  Office  in  taking  these  Naval 
bases,  whether  primary  or  secondary,  are 
assimung  responsibility  which  is  not  theirs. 
I  myself  cannot  see  what  possible  military 
advantage  there  is  at  Wei-hai-wei.  If  it 
is  of  any  advant^  to  the  empire  it  is 
solely  on  account  of  the  Navy,  and  Uie 
Army  is  absolutely  uninterested  in  it.  If 
we  were  to  invade  C^iina  we  would  not 
land  a  great  force  at  Wei-hai-wei.  When 
we  invaded  China  before  we  did  not  land 
troops  there,  and  the  conditions  have  not 
changed  since.  Wei-hai-wei  is  simply 
'  and  solely  an  advantage  to  sailors.  There 
is  great  complaint  that  the  money  for  the 
Army  is  constantly  increasing,  and  I 
believe  the  country  does  not  get  f  uU  value 
for  it,  but  I  most  eam^tly  protest 
against  the  policy  by  which  the  War 
Office  takes  on  itself  expense  which  really 
ought  to  be  borne  by  the  Admiralty.  1 
can  see  the  advantage  of  Gibraltar  and 
Malta,  but  I  cannot  see  the  advantage, 
from  a  military  point  of  view,  of  Wei-hai- 
wei  and  many  other  naval  bases  through- 
out the  world.  Why  should  they  not  be 
paid  for  and  garrisoned  by  the  Admiralty  1 
The  argument  used  is  that  the  marines — 
the  corps  (Telite — are  only  available,  and 
that  if  you  increase  i^eir  number  you 
reduce  their  fitness.  It  would  be  far 
better  for  the  Admiralty  to  increase  the 
number  of  marines  and  garrison  these 
naval  bases  than  let  the  War  Office  face 
the  difficidty.  Short  service  soldiers  put 
away  at  Wei-hai-wei  for  a  year  or  two 
are  not  half  as  valuable  as  soldiers  trained 
in  this  country  or  in  India.  The  whole 
systemof  modem  warfare  requires  that  men 
and  officers  should  be  thoroughly  trained, 
and  they  cannot  be  trained  in  these  places. 
If  we  cannot  meet  the  difficulty  in  any 
other  way,  it  would  be  better  to  return 
to  the  old  system  of  garrison  battalions. 
Why  should  we  not  have  battalions 
spemlly  reserved  for  this  purpose  1  My 
own  impression  is  that  one  of  the 
difficulties  of  recruiting  is  that  men  are 

f ut  away  in  these  out-of-the-way  places, 
f,  however,  we  have  garrison  batta- 
lions men  would  enlist  for  this  special 
purpose,  and  there  would  be  no  idea  of 
deceiving  them.  We  should  also  be  able 
to  properly  train  the  other  battalions  and 
fit  them  to  meet  the  soldiers  of  Con- 
tinental countries.  I  regret  to  say  that 
the  policy  of  the  War  Office  widi  regard 
to  tne  construction  of  barracki  is  very 
unsatisfactory.    A  very  large  sum  ol 
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money  is  going  to  be  spent  on  new !  naval  baaes,  and,  instead  of  spending 
barracks  on  Salisbury  Flam,  abd  the  re- '  money  unnecessarily  on  barracks,  to  adopt 


suit  will  be  that  there  will  be  three  large 
camps— Salisbury  Plain,  Aldershot,  and 
Shomcliffe — all  south  of  the  Thames.  If 
ever  the  time  comes — and  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  it  will  come — when 
Great  Britain  will  have  to  be  divided  into 
■army  corps  disbricts,  you  shall  hare  three 
important  camps  in  one  district  in  the 
south.  It  wcMdd  be  better  instead  of 
-spending  this  money  on  Salisbury  Plain, 
which  is  uoW  an  exceedingly  good  exer- 
cise  ground,  that  a   camp  should  be 


the  cubicle  or  other  system  which  would 
make  the  soldier's  life  more  acceptable. 
By  that  means  they  would  put  from  us 
the  urgent  necessity,  which  is  coming  upon 
us  day  by  day,  of  compulsory  service, 
uid  would  enable  us  to  continue  to  trust 
to  the  voluntary  system  alone. 

Major  RASCH  {Eesex,  S.R) :  I  do  not 
propose  to  vote  for  the  Amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  and  I 

^    think  the  Government  have  done  much 

formed  in  the  northern  part  of  England  I  for  which  they  should  be  praised.  Far  be 
^r  in  ScotUmd,  which  would  form  the  I  it  from  me  to  criticise  their  proposals,  but 
-central  point  of  the  northern  army  corps. '  I  do  hope  that  in  constructing  the  barracks 
I  am  very  much  in  favour  of  the  policy  of  j  they  will  not  put  the  matter  into  the 
placing  cubicles  in  barracks,  and  I  would  j  hands  of  the  Royal  Engineers.  I  think 
nne  it  on  the  War  Office  experimen-  j  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Member 
tally,  and  that  a  certain  number  of  the  { for  Great  Yarmouth  was  perfectly  right 
best  men  in  every  battalion  should  be  |  in  saying  that  the  Engineers,  being  sap- 
•drafted  into  them,  and  of  course  if  they  pers  ana  miners,  were  good  men  in  ujring 
are  misused  the  men  can  be  replaced,  j  submarine  mines  and  building  woodm 
At  the  present  moment  the  barrack  rooms  bridges,  but  that  they  left  much  to  be 
are  most  unhome-Iike.  I  venture  to  say  j  desired  as  architects.  A  good  many  years 
that  in  many  barrack  rooms  a  soldier  who  ago  the  Royal  Engineers  put  up  colossal 
ventures  to  kneel  down  momii^  and  i  barracks  at  Aldershot  at  considerable 
evening  is  likely  to  have  words,  and  expense,  and  then  forgot  to  put  in  the 
perhaps  things  harder  than  words,  thrown  *  staircases.  Then  there  is  the  story  about 
-at  him  for  doing  what  he  believes  to  be  |  plans  being  preparer!  for  barracks  at  Hong 
his  duty.  I  know  there  will  be  bad  \  Kong  and  Belfast,  and  the  result  was  that 
•characters  in  every  regiment,  but  we  |  the  barrack  intended  for  Hong  Kong,  with 
should  try  and  get  good  men,  and  one  of  j  the  verandahs  included,  was  erected  in 
the  ways  to  do  that  is  to  adapt  the  Belfast,  where  it  rains  five  days  out  of  six. 


accommodation  in  the  barracks  to  the 
requirements  of  modem  life.  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  see  some  of 
'the  barrack  rooms  in  Russia,  where  men 
are  compelled  to  serve,  but  yet  that 
country  is  far  in  advance  of  us  as 
regards  barrack  accommodation.  I  saw 
the  beds  in  each  barrack  room  placed  a 
•certain  distance  from  the  wall,  and  the 
•space  between  the  bed  and  the  wall  was 
partitioned  off  and  made  into  a  little 
room  where  a  man  could  sit  undisturbed 
and  read,  write,  or  kneel  down.  Is  it 
:any  wonder  we  do  not  get  troops  I  It 
is  the  old  story.  The  influence  of 
bad  characters  is  a  far  greater  power  in 
the  barrack  room  than  the  influence  of 
good  men,  and  the  result  is  that  when  a 
jroun^  man  joins  the  Army  he  is  exposed 
to  infinite  temptation.  These  are 
some  of  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  recruiting.  I  would  urge 
on  the  War  Office,  if  they  want 
.an  efficient  and  cheap  Army,  to  throw  on 
the  Admiralty  all  responsibility  for  these 


and  the  barrack  intended  for  Belfost  was 
erected  in  Hong  Kong.  I  desire  to  sup- 
port what  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Newport  Division  of  Shropshire  said  with 
reference  to  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  the  private  soldier.  The  time  is  past 
when  men  should  be  stuck  in  barracks 
the  whole  of  their  natural  lives.  I  have 
often  been  told  by  decent  fellows  who 
joined  the  Army  that  the  thing  which 
repelled  them  most  was  the  condition  of 
the  ta^Qop  room.  I  do  not  see  why  the 
War  Office  should  not  take  into  considera- 
tion the  question  of  supplying  cubicles  in 
these  new  barracks.  I  should  like  to  say 
a  word  about  the  temperance  men.  A 
great  many  of  them  now  join  the  Army, 
and  about  one-third  of  the  British  Army 
in  India  at  the  present  moment  consists 
of  men  who  have  sworn  off  drink.  When 
a  young  fellow  joins  a  battalion  he  has  no 
choice  between  the  recreation  room  and 
the  canteen,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  a 
temperance  room  should  not  be  added. 
It  seems  to  me  there  is  also  no  reason 
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why  soldiers  should  not  be  allowed  a  room> 
to  have  their  meals  in  apart  from  the 
ibarrack  room.  In  workhouses  you  don't 
make  paupers  have  their  dinners  in  the 
wards,  and,  whatever  hon.  Grentlemen 
opposite  may  think,  the  British  soldier 
deserves  to  be  treated  at  least  as  well  as 
■a,  pauper.  With  reference  to  the  sum- put 
down  for  rifle  ranges,  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  £40,000  is  absolutely  inadequate.' 
You  could  not  get  a  rifle  range  sufficient 
for  the  Army  at  that  price  e^'en  in  Essex. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  say  wait.  But  you 
must  remember  land  has  a  tendency  to  go 
up  in  price,  and  if  you  do  not  purchase 
the  land  now  you  may  have  to  pay 
more  for  it  later.  The  War  Office  say  they, 
.cannot  afford  to  buy  the  new  marine 
rifle,  but,  if  that  is  the  case,  what  is  the 
.use  of  running  the  British  Arniy  at  a  cost 
of  £21,000,000  a  year  1  If  the  barracks 
are  made  more  comfortable  and  decent 
the  War  Office  will  get  better  men  and 
save  money  in  the  end.  Where  are  they 
going  to  get  men  othenvise  ?  1  do  not 
know,  and  I  think  they  do  not  know  them- 
Belves.  It  would  be  better  to  induce  men 
to  take  the  shilling  than  to  have  recourse 
.to  conscription.  The  authorities  of  the 
War  Office  ought  to  know  that  more  flies 
■are  caught  wi^  honey  than  with  vinegar. 

Mr.  BUNCOMBE  (Cumberiand.Egre- 
-mont) ;  I  notice  with  considerable  sus- 
picion that  in  the  schedule  the  item  of 
£40,000  put  down  for  rifle  ranges  also  in- 
cludes accommodation  for  manoeuvres  and 
mobilisation.  I  am  afraid  that  that  will 
absorb  a  very  large  portion  of  this  sum, 
which  is  already  totally  inadeqtutte.  It 
is  especially  on  behalf  of  the  Volunteer 
forces  that  I  make  these  remarks.  Since 
.the  introduction  of  the  new  rifle  a  large 
number  of  the  old  ranges  have  become 
useless.  A  Volunteer  who  is  not  able  to 
shoot  cannot  be  descril^d  as  efficient,  but 
unless  he  has  some  means  of  practising  it 
is  impossible  that  he  can  l>ecome  even  an 
average  shot.  While  this  large  sum  has 
been  voted  for  military  works  I  think 
the  attention  of  my  hon.  friend  should  be 
specially  directed  to  what  I  know  to  be  a 
serious  drawliack  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
Volunteer  forces,  and  I  would  venture  to 
suggest  to  him  that  if  he  cannot  see  his 
way  to  build  new  ranges  for  the  Volun- 
teers the  very  least  he  .should  do  would 
be  to  make  them  generous  travelling 
allowances  to  enable  them  to  reach  the 
existing  ranges. 

Major  Ikisck. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
There  has  been  a  most  interesting  discus- 
sion for  the  last  hour  or  two  on  questions- 
relating  mainly  to  the  .comfort  of  tha 
soldier,  and  a  desire  has  been  expressed 
by  all  who  have  taken  part  in  this  Debate 
on  this  large  expenditure  that  there  should 
be  full  consideration  for  what  can  be  don© 
to  increase  the  comfort  of  the  soldier;  I 
can  conceive  no  more  essential  object  than 
that.    We  are  apt  to  forget  that  the 
years  roll  on,  and  that  we  are  now  in  a 
different  position  altogether  from  that 
which  we  occupied  ten  or  twenty  years 
ago.    We  have  a  different  class  of  men  to 
deal  with  in  the  Army.   The  standard  of 
life  outside  the  Army  has  improved  very 
much,  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  natioi^ 
and  ther^ore  the  sort  of  life  which 
was  thought  suitable  for  the  soldier  a 
very  few  years  ago  would  be,  if  not  abso- 
lutely deterrent,  at  all  events  very  little 
attractive,  to  the  class  of  men  whom  we- 
wish  to  enlist  in  the  army  now.    I  refer- 
to  all  that  has  been  said  as  to  the  provi- 
sion of  .cubicles,  dining-rooms,  and  so- 
forth.     I  understood  from  the  Under 
Secretary    in    introducing    this  Bill,, 
that     he    promised    that    this  side 
of  the  question  would  be  kept  very 
closely  in  view.    Dining-halls  espeoiaUr 
I  think  the  hon.  Grcntleman  undertook 
[  should^  be  pro^-ided.    One  other  point  has 
I  been  referred  to  which  has  a  great  deal  of 
I  force,  and  that  is  the  question  of  tem- 
;  perance  rooms.    There  is  hardly  an  insti- 
i  tution  I  know — and  I  include  in  the  word 
;  "  institution  "  everything  from  the  Secre- 
'  tary  of  State  or  a  field  -  marshal  down^ 
;  whether  it  he  a  man,  a  thin^  or  an  orga- 
nisation—no institution  has  done  so  much 
I  good  to  the  army  as  the  Army  Temper- 
ance Association,  and  yet  I  understand 
j  that  it  has  sometimes  occurred  that  when 
I  a  battalion  in  which  there  is  a  flourishing 
!  branch  of  that  organisation,  and  to  whiti 
'  the  large  proportion  of  the  men  belong- 
has  to  move  to  another  barrack,  there  is  no- 
'  place  in  which  the  meetings  can  be  held, 
'  and  that  the  whole  organisation  goes  to- 
pieces,  and  the  battalion  sinks  back  into 
'  the  condition  in  which  it  originally  was. 
'  If  that  is  so,  or  even  if  there  is  any  danger 
'  of  its  being  paitially  revised,  one  sees, 
what  a  tremendous  claim,  not  on  the 
generosity  but  on  the  patriotism  of  the 
'  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  this  society 
.  and  the  whole  organisation  it  has  estab- 
lished has.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
'  for  Yarmouth  gave  us  a  long  account  of 
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his  views  on  the  interesting  and  appa- 
lently  never-ending  subject  of  Wei^iai- 
wei,  and  I  heard  with  sympathy  all  he 
a»id  up  to  a  certain  point.  The 
ban.  and  gallant  Gentleman  argued 
that  Wei-hai-wei  was  useless.  He 
denoonced  small  naval  bases  as  nothing 
but  nuisances  to  a  naval  Power,  and  he 
pointed  out  the  impolicy  of  spending 
money  on  fortifications  at  Wei-hai-wei. 
Up  to  that  point  I  was  with  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member,  and  thought  what  an 
interesting  and  effective  speech  he  was 
making.  But  then  it  turned  out  that  he 
had  his  eye  upon  two  or  three  islands  in 
the  Gulf  of  Pechili  which  he  thought 
would  be  much  better  than  Wei-hai-wei, 
and  that  we  ought  to  send  two  or  three 
marines  with  a  flagstaff  to  take  possession 
of  them.  There  I  part  company  with  the 
hon  and  gallant  Gentleman.  But  the 
difficulty  with  regard  to  Wei-hai-wei  is 
even  greater  than  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  pointed  out.  Spealdng  under 
correction,  and  with  every  possible  diffi- 
dence, I  believe  it  is  considered  by  the 
predominant  naval  opinion  that  it  is  un- 
dedrable  to  have  a  small  naval  base  in 
that  position  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  operations  of  the  Fleet.  ■  Besides  that 
we  must  not  forget  that  naval  power  is 
no  longer  the  commanding  power  in  the 
north  of  China.  We  have  changed  that. 
We  have,  by  admitting  Russia  to  the  full 
possession  of  Manchuna,  brought  her  and 
her  army  within  striking  distance  of  the 
capital  of  China,  and  therefore  we  are  no 
longer  the  same  formidable  Power  with 
our  Fleet  that  we  were  a  year  or  even  a 
month  or  two  ago.  It  alters  the  situation 
entirely.  But  Wei-hai-wei  was  acquired, 
as  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  pointed 
out,  apparently  for  two  purposes.  The 
first  was  to  give  strength  and  confidence 
to  the  Chinese  Government — one  does 
not  see  how  it  is  to  be  done,  and  certainly 
that  object  has  not  yet  been  accomplished 
—and  the  other  is  that  it  shoula  be  a 
jdaee  tFannfs  in  which  we  could  train  and 
drill  the  Chinese  army  for  our  own  pur- 
poses. For  any  of  these  purposes  I  fail 
to  see  the  particular  utility  of  Wei-hai- 
wei.  I  certainly  regret  the  money 
that  is  being  expended  or  that  it 
is  contemplated  to  expend  upon  it. 
But,  Sir,  the  main  purpose  for  which  I 
rose  was  to  support  the  Amendment  now 
before  the  House,  of  the  existence  of 
which  probably  nine-tenths  of  the 
Members  who  listen  to  me  are  totally 


luiaware.  The  Amendment  is  to- 
the  effect  that  we  ought  not  to- 
agree  to  the'  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill 
without  a  more  ■  definite  statement  in  the 
Bill  of  the  purposes  to  which  this  lar^o 
sum  of  money  is  to  be  applied.  Now  this  ■ 
is  a  point  on  which  I  made  a  few  observa- 
tions the  last  time  the  Bill  was  before  the 
House.  Wh&t  we  want  is,  to  put  it 
plainly  and  simply,  that  the  White  Paper 
— the  Paper  which  professes  to  give  us 
the  details  of  the  expenditure — should  be 
made  the  schedule  of  the  Bill.  In  the 
earlier  part  of  the  discussion  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouthshire argued  in  favoiu"  of  more  in-" 
formation  being  given  and  a  better  con-' 
trol  afforded  to  the  House  of  Commona 
over  the  expenditure ;  and  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  objected  that  in 
the  Naval  Works  Act  the  schedule  was 
found  to  be  a  little  too  complete — that 
there  were  too  many  details  and  columns^ 
which  were  confusing  to  the  uninstructed 
and  ingenuous  mind.  Supposing  that 
that  was  so,  I  myself  made  a  more 
modest  request  of  the  Government 
—  not  that  they  should  give  the 
details  of  what  was  spent  last  year 
and  of  what  was  going  to  be  spent  next 
year,  although  I  should  like  to  have  that, 
but  that  they  should  at  least  have  ai 
schedule  in  the  Bill  which  would  explain 
to  the  House  of  Commons  where  and  for 
what  purposes  this  money  is  to  be  ex- 
pended. I  should  like  not  only  the 
general  heads  of  puiposes  all  over  the 
world  to  which  it  is  to  be  devoted,  but  the 
particular  places  and  the  particular  ser> 
vices  for  whi^  it  is  to  be  used.  Then  we 
would  be  not  onlv  thoroughly  informed,' 
but  also  better  able  to  control  the  poHcy 
involved  in  this  measure.  Sir,  I  am  bound 
to  say  it  requires  some  control,  because 
these  loans  come  fast  and  furious 
upon  the  House  and  the  country.  The 
present  loan  proposed  for  military  works 
comes  after  the  Military  Works  Act  of 
1897.    Nofr,  as  I  make  out,  at  the  end  of 

I  tbe  financial  year  there  would  still  remain 
unexpended  under  the  previous  Act  two 
and  three-quarter  millions,  and  yet  w» 
are  now  asked  by  the  same  Government 
which  brought  in  the  Militarj*  Works  Act 
of  1897  for  four  millions  more.  I  hav& 
often  said  that  1  am  not  one  to  refusa 
money  when  the  responsible  Government 
comes  forward  with  the  declaration  that 
the  money  is   necessary.    The  circum-- 

'  stances  woiUd  be  very  exceptional  whick 
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would  indoce  me  todosa  At  the  same 
-time  it  argues  something  wrong,  some 
want  of  purpose,  or  some  indecision  or 
confusion  of  mind,  that  we  should  have  a 
loan  of  over  five  millions  in  1897,  and 
that,  while  at  the  end  of  this  year  there 
will  still  be  unexpended  of  that  loan  two 
-and  three-quarter  millions,  we  should  be 
^ked  for  another  loan  of  four  millions. 
Moreover,  all  this  time,  as  one  of  my  hon. 
ifriends  pointed  out,  expenditure  is  going 
on  under  the  Estimates  for  the  very  same 
purposes,  thus  creating  a  state  of  con- 
ousion  which  no  one,  I  think,  is  capable  of 
penetrating  or  rearranging.  Take  the 
'Case  of  such  places  as  Alalta  or  Gibraltar, 
■quoted  by  one  of  my  hon.  friends. 
There  is  also  the  case  of  Col- 
chester, where  large  sums  are  to  be 
expended  under  this  loan  on  the  building 
•of  barracks,  although  large  sums  are  voted 
*very  year  for  the  very  same  purpose. 
Who  knows  which  is  loan  and  which  is 
Estimate  and  how  are  the  very  gentle- 
*inen  who  control  these  matters  and  are 
responsible  for  them  able  thoroughly  to 
"keep  the  whole  proceeding  in  check  when 
these  different  operations  are  going  on  at 
the  same  time  1  A  loan  is,  of  course,  a 
necessity  on  many  occasions,  and  in  most 
cases  a  convenience,  because  it  enables 
•continuous  service  to  be  carried  on  with- 
out interruption  from  the  whims  of  Par- 
liament or  the  vicissitudes  that  occur  in 
the  voting  of  money  in  this  House.  But 
■a^  loan  running  concurrently  with  Es- 
timates for  the  very  same  purposes  and 
•dovetailing  into  them  must  inevitably 
lead,  I  wiD  not  say  to  maladministration, 
but  certainly  to  lack  of  proper  control  in 
the  administration.  These  are  the  con- 
fliderations  which,  I  think,  should  make 
•us  extremely  careful  when  dealing  with 
these  loans.  \Vhat  is  easier  than  to  have 
■a  large  Loan  Act  1  It  is  pleasing  to  our 
feelings  that  we  are  spending  four  millions 
in  strengthening  tne  position  of  the 
country.  The  least  the  Government 
«h(nild  do  is  to  let  the  House  know  whnt 
is  included  in  this  expenditure,  and  to 
let  us  know  it  by  putting  it  into  the 
flchedule  of  the  Bill,  so  that  we  may  have 
that  control  over  it  to  which,  as  the 
guardians  of  the  taxpayers,  we  are  en- 
titled. 

*Mr.  \\TNDHAM  :  In  the  early  part 
of  his  speech  the  right  hon.  Gkintleman 
referred  to  topics  which  have  been  ably 
handled  by  many  hon.  and  gallant  gentle- 
men—topics which  touch  the  comfort  of 

Mr.  DunconAe. 


our  soldiers  and  our  efforts  to  raise 
standard  of  their  condition.  I  have 
already  undertaken  that  dining  halls  for 
the  men  will  form  part  of  the  plans  for 
the  new  barracks  to  be  constructed  on 
Salisbury  Plain.  The  question  of  the 
provision  of  cubicles  in  the  barracks  has 
been  earnestly  considei-ed  by  the  military 
advisers  of  the  War  Office,  but  it  is  a 
question  upon  which  two  opinions  exist, 
and  no  Government  would  be  justified  in 
making  so  important  a  change  of  policy 
as  that  involved  in  the  provision  ci 
cubicles  unless  they  were  able  to  say  that 
they  were  acting  on  the  recommendation 
of  their  chief  military  experts  of  the  day. 
That  the  Government  are  not  able  to  say 
with  regard  to  cubicles ;  but  we  do 
say  that  we  wish  we  could  give  the 
cubicles,  and  we  engage  that  the  provision 
of  better  barrack  accommodation  shall  not 
proceed  upon  lines  which  will  preclude 
the  introduction  of  cubicles  should  it  be 
decided  upon  hereafter.  Then  there  is 
the  question  of  special  rooms  for  the  mem 
hers  of  the  Army  Temperance  Association. 
In  that  case  also  it  is  not  quite  plain  sailing. 
Hon.  and  gallant  Members  are  aware  that 
in  every  barrack,  apart  from  the  canteen, 
there  is  a  recreation  establishment,  con- 
taining a  games  room,  a  concert  room, 
a  reading-room  with  books  and  papers, 
a  coffee  bar  and  supper  room,  but  in 
which  no  alcoholic  liquor  is  sold.  Now, 
there  are  two  schools  of  opinion  in  r^rd 
to  recreation  rooms.  There  axe  some  who 

I  hope  to  inculcate  habits  of  temperance  by 

■  getting  the  men  to  take  a  moderate 
amount  of  alcoholic  drink.  They  urge 
that  beer  should  be  allowed  in  supper 

I  rooms.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  urged 
by  others  that  there  should  be  attached 
to  the  recreation  room  a  temperance  club 
to  which  none  but  teetotalers  would  be 

I  admitted.    If  such  a  club  were  allowed,  it 

I  would  introduce  cliqueism  into  the  Army, 
and  therefore  the  War  Office  has  opposed 
it.  The  War  Office,  in  fact,  takes  up  a 
middle  course  between  the  two  suggestions 
— we  allow  no  beer  in  the  supper  room, 
and  they  allow  no  separate  club.  The 

I  sum  of  £40,000  does  not  represent  all 
that  is  being  done  to  provide  rifie  ranges. 

'  Under  the  Military  Works  Act  of  1897, 
half  a  million  was  taken  for  that  purpose, 

i  and  it  has   not    all    been  expended. 

'  Sites  have  been  and  are  to  be  purchased. 

i  The  £40,000  will  be  devoted  to  providing 
ranges  for  the  Volunteers  on  the  principle 
I  have  previously  explained  —  that  if 
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several  corps  join  and  guarantee,  say,  thre^ 
{ourtha  of  the  cost  of  a  range,  the  War 
Office  will  find  the  remaining  fourth. 

this  means  we  may  perhaps  be  able, 
with  the  £40,000,  to  provide  from 
eight  to  a  dozen  ranges.  As  to 
the  policy  of  the  form  in  which 
the  War  Department  puts  forward 
its  proposals,  £1,000,000  is  claimed  for  a 
defence  scheme  without  giving  particu- 
lars, because  the  nature  of  the  services 
for  which  it  is  required  have  been  ex- 
plained, and  the  Government  have  given 
the  House  the  high  authority  on  which 
their  Estimates  are  based.  Those  respon- 
sible locally  in  different  parts  of  the 
world  luive  submitted  their  requirements 
to  a  joint  Naval  and  Military  Committee 
at  home.  That  Committee  has  been 
assisted  by  the  Colonial  Defence  Com- 
mittee, and  has  reported  to  the  Defence 
Committee  of  the  Cabinet.  The  latter 
has  referred  the  whole  question  to  a  small 
conference  of  experts.  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  for  Yarmouth  said  that 
instead  of  concentrating  our  attention  on 
Wei-hai-wei,  we  ought  to  look  at  the 
naval  and  military  position  all  over  the 
earth.  That  is  precisely  what  these  Com- 
mittees have  been  doing  for  years,  and  they 
have  decided  that  at  certain  places,  from 
naval  considerations,  a  certain  number 
of  guns  of  a  given  size  and  earthen  plat- 
forms on  which  they  can  stand  are  needed. 

Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  I  was  told  this 
Vote  was  not  for  armaments,  but  only  for 
works. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  number  of 
guns  required  determines  the  extent  of 
the  earthworks  on  which  they  are  to 
stand.  The  guns  have  been  placed  on 
the  Estimates,  and  the  works  are  to  be 
provided  for  by  loan.  Now  as  to  the 
point  raised  by  the  right  hon.  C^ntleman 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  that  we  are 
building  at  the  same  place  on  Loan 
and  on  Estimates.  On  loan  it  has 
been  thought  right  to  build  new  barracks 
and  add  wings  to  old  barracks  in  which 
any  increase  of  the  army  is  to  behoused,  but 
the  War  Department  do  not  under  a  loan 
provide  for  annual  repairs.  When  we 
are  housing  additions  to  the  Army — and 
that  is  the  point  of  departure  for  this 
loan — it  might  well  be  that  they  build 
a  new  barrack  for  a  new  battalion  and  add 
a  wing  to  an  old  barrack,  and  that  in  the 
Estimates  for  the  year  they  also  improve 
the  water  supply  and  mtunage  at  the 
same  station. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  r 
There  is  an  item  of  £30,000  to  build  new 
barracks  at  Colchester  for  Infantry.  It  i» 

no  question  of  repairs. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes;  it  is  an  un-^ 
fortunate  case  of  cross  -  bookkeepmg 
between  the  Army  and  the  Navy.  Th& 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  may  take  it  from, 
me  that  we  do  scrupulously  observe  the 
division  I  have  laid  down — that  is  to  say,, 
new  barracks  are  under  loan,  repairs  and 
so  forth  are  under  Estimates.  I  do  not 
think  I  need  answer  in  detail  the  rather 
wide-flung  accusations  against  this  policy 
of  defence.  I  cannot  accept  either  the 
history  or  the  statistics  which  have  beeiv 
given  of  the  barrack  policy  of  the  last  sixty 
years.  The  hon.  Member  for  Yarmouth  told 
us  that  we  took  £3,500,000  under  the  Act 
of  1872.  So  we  did,  but  that  was  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  building  depots  for  the 
new  territorial  regiments  which  had  been 
linked  together.  It  does  not  touch  any 
question  of  finding  house  accommodation, 
for  the  Army.  Then,  when  the  hon. 
Member  for  Aberdeenshire  said  that  we 
used  to  find  money  for  barracks  under 
Estimates,  I  have  to  remind  the  House- 
that  the  fact  is  that  barracks  were  practi- 
cally not  built  between  the  Crimea  and  the 
reawakening  of  the  Government  to  their 
responsibilities  in  the  eighties.  That  is  why 
we  have  had  to  cometoParliamentforthese 
big  loans.  By  the  divisions  in  the  circulated' 
Schedule  we  have  shown  the  whole  policy 
of  the  Government.  If  hon.  Members 
disapprove  of  that  policy,  they  have  the 
remedy  in  their  hands.  If  theyapproveof  it,. 
I  think  I  may  appeal  to  the  House  to  sanc- 
tion a  measure  which,  I  notice,  commends 
itself  even  to  the  Loader  of  the  Opposition. . 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  Al- 
though the  Sjpeech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  extremely  able  and  interesting,  it  has 
not  dealt,  in  a  single  particular,  with  the 
Amendment  before  the  House.  What  is 
the  Amendment  1  It  is  that  this  White 
Paper  should  be  made  part  of  the  Bill ; 
and  the  reason  is  that  this  House  should 
have  control,  not  only  over  the  scheme  en 
bloc,  but  over  every  detail,  over  every  in- 
dividual item  of  the  scheme.  When  the 
hon.  Gentleman  first  put  this  scheme 
before  the  House  he  declared  that  the 
House  would  have  the  same  power  of 
control  that  it  would  have  if  the  schedule 
was  in  the  Bill.  I  challenged  him  on 
that  point,  and  I  proved  to  demonstration 
that  you  could  not  have  the  jame  control 
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■over  every  item  of  expenditure.  You 
may  challenge  on  one  item,  but,  having 

•  done  80y  you  must  accept  every  other  in 
the  Bill.  The  hon.  Grentleman  has  chosen 
to  discuss  every  other  point  raised  in  the 
Debate,  but  says  not  a  word  on  the  most 
important  of  all.  To  the  demand  made 
that  the  House  should  have  control,  not 
•only  the  scheme  as  a  whole,  bnt  of 
■every  item  of      the  last  word  of  the 

.^vemment  is  "  silenea" 

*SiR  JAMES  FERGUSSON  (Manches- 
ter, North  East) :  I,  confess  to  a  feeling 
of  great  disappointment  with  the  answer 

fiven  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Under 
ecretary  for  War.  He  haa  given  us  a 
nm  possumm  to  two  or  three  important 
matters  of  barrack  reform  which  have 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Govern- 
ment. My  hon.  friend,  to  whose  great 
ability  I  wish  to  bear  my  humble  testi- 
mony, has  said  that  the  military  authori- 
ties are  not  at  one  in  the  matter  of  those 
reforms,  which  some  of  us  think  of  great 
importance  in  regard  to  the  character  of 
the  Army,  especially  in  the  matter  of 
comfortable  rooms,  in  which  soldiers  who 
are  abstainers  may  meet.  Well,  the 
■  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Army, 
who  was  Commander-in-Chief  in  India, 
within  the  last  month  has  made  a  ver^ 
strong  statement  on  this  point.  He 
said : 

"I  believe  myself  immenBely  in  having 
separate  accommodation  for  total  abstainers." 

He  knew  the  enormous  advantage  that 
.  accrued  to  India  from  temperance.  When 
I  was  there  myself  I  found  as  many  as 
500  in  some  battalions  who  were  total 
abstainers.  A  third  of  the  whole  Euro- 
pean forces  in  India  are  temperance 
«oldiera,  but  the  number  is  snuuler  in 
England.  The  reason  for  the  increase  in 
Inma  is  that  the  authorities  there 
■encourage  temperance  and  provide  a  com- 
fortable room  for  temperance  soldiers.  I 
consider  we  should  be  promoting  tem- 
perance in  the  Army  and  the  well-being 
of  the  soldiers  by  providing  separate 
accommodation  for  those  who  are  total 
abstainers.  I  am  afraid  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  has  not  expressed 
his  own  conviction,  but  has  spoken  for 
the  War  Office.  We  ought  to  encourage 
4lecent  men  to  join  the  Army  and  en- 
deavour to  raise  the  character  of  those 
who  belong  to  it,  for  it  is  in  this  way 
that  it  can  be  nuide  most  efficient  and 
satisfactory. 

Mr.  Edmund  Ik^xrison. 


.  Mr.  LABOUGHEEE  (Northampton): 
I  entirely  agree  with  what  has  fallen  from 
the  lips  of  uie  right  hon.  Oentleman  who 
has  just  Bftt  dowDj  but  although  tem-^ 
perance  is  a  most  important  subject  in  tfae 
Army  and  elsewhere,  it  is  not  precisely- 
the  question  at  present  before  the<  House. 
We  have  a.  defimte  and  sabrtantiid. 
Amendment  moved  by  my  hon. 'friend  tbe 
Member  for  Forfar.  The  Amendment 
simply  means  that  we  want  to  know  how 
money  is  to  be  spent  before  we  vote  it. 
Everybody  must  admit  that  the.  Army 
expenditure  has  gone  up  by  leaps  and 
bounds  in  the  Budget,  but  in  addition 
to  that  we  most  remember  the  vast 
unotmts  that  have  been  -  borrowed  duriiur 
the  last  two  or  thre  years.  I  do  jiot  tbiu 
the  Under  Senetary  of  State  for  War: 
answered  in  any  sort  of  way  the  obsex^. 
vations  made  by  my  right  hon..fri6nd  tbo. 
Leader  of  the  Opposition.  My-rig^t  hoB.' 
friend  asked  why  the  details  of  the  White. 
Paper  were  not  included  in  the  Bill.  L 
listened  with  great  attention,  but  I  could 
not  gather .  from  the  hon.  G^entlemaa's 
speech  that  he  made  any  answer.  No 
details  have  been  given  as  to  how  th» 
million  is  going  to  be  spent.  The  faon.. 
Grentleman  said  that  tiie  Bill  has  been 
prepared  on  a  philosophical  and  argu- 
mentative basiB.  Wben  we  get  into  tbe 
T^osophical  question  that  is  mtiEely. 
beyona  me,  but  when  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
says  it  is  argumentative  I  quite .  agree 
with  him.  It  is  most  argumentativcy 
and  that  is  what  led  me  to  rise  and  to. 
argue  the  matter  with  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. How  is  this  money  to  be  spent  t 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  it  was  to  be. 

Xnt  in  all  parts  of  the  world  upon  earth 
bforms.  Does  he  really  suppose  that, 
he  is  going  to  spend  one  millicm  sterling 
in  different  parte  of  the  world  on  earth 

Slatforms  without  Foreign  Governments 
eing  perfectly  aware  that  expenditure  is 
being  made  ?.  We  know  perfectly  well 
that  Foreign  Governments  have  spies 
everywhere.  The  object  of  one  Govern- 
ment is  to  find  out  what  another 
Government  is  doing,  and  you  cannot 
spend  one  milHon  sterling  on  earth 
platforms  without  every  other  Govern- 
ment knowing  it.  The  only  secret  there 
is  is,  that  we,  the  House  of  Commons, 
should  not  be  allowed  to  know  it.  We 
give  a  blank  cheque  in  a  free-and-easy 
way  to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  he  says, 
"  I  am  going  to  spend  it  on  earth  plat- 
forms ill  certain  parts  of  the  world."  We 
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Are  not  asking  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
^ve  us  the  details  of  some  particular  for- 
tification ;  we  only  want  to  know  where 
the  money  is  going  to  be  spent  It  could 
•do  no  possible  harm  for  the  House  of 
Commons  to  be  told  in  what  part  of  the 
world  this  money  is  to  be  spent.  We  are 
building  a  barracks  at  ^'ei-hai-wei,  but 
why  we  are  doing  it  I  do  not  know.  We 
have  Chinese  soldiers  there,  but  those 
Chinese  soldiers  are  not  British  subjects. 
We  are  going  to  bouse  these  Chinese  sub- 


is  quite  absurd.  I  appeal  to  the- 
(jovemment   to   schedule   the  White' 

Paper  to  the  Bill,  and  to  give  the  House' 
a  detailed  statement  with  regard  to  the 
first  item. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness):  I  venture 
to  suggest  that  one  reason  why  we  have 

not  the  information  is  because  of  the  bad 
faith  of  the  Government.     During  the 


jects  and  give  them  guns  to  defend  Wei- ,  Debate  on  the  Estimates  attention  waa 


hai-wei,  but  against  whom  they  are  to 
<lefend  it  I  have  not  the  remotest  idea. 
Sut  when  we  have  spent  this  money  on 
«arth  platforms  ve  shall  be  told  that  we 
must  have  a  species  of  fortifications,  or 
these  valuable  properties  will  be  taken  by 


called  to  the  fact  that  Piershill,  Edin- 
burgh, in  consequence  of  its  bad  sanitary 
condition,  was  visited  with  typhoid  fever, - 
disease,  and  premature  death.  The 
Financial  Secretary  told  us  that  JEl 00,000 


anybody  who  comes  along.  We  have  would  be  granted  in  this  Bill  for  carrying 
heard  a  great  deal  about  expenditiire  in  out  the  necessary  rebuilding.  So  far  as  I 
the  Transvaal.  We  know  perfectly  weU  •  ^  ^  however,  only  £25,000  is  to  be 
v^.''Ts  X'T  t«nly  t'Z  \  <»-oted  to  Edinburgh  under  this  BiU.  ■ 
■spent  in  Natal  or    the  Cape  Colony  ? 

The  result  of  the  Oldham  election  |  Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  The  pdicy 
which  we  have  just  learned  in  this  House  of  secrecy  in  -  reraid  to  this  BiU  is,  I 
«hows  that  the  Government  is  apparently  monstrous  acts 

not  bemg  supported  by  the  country  m    ,  ,  ,  , 

this  policy  or  in  anything  else.  In  the  ^^^^  ever  attempted  by  the  House  of 
result  of  this  election  the  House  has  a  ,  Co"»™0"8.  To  teU  the  House  of  Commons 
^distinct  reply  to  the  Government  policy ;  •  that  it  is  essential,  from  motives  of  potioy, 
they  are  defeated  hip  and  thigh.  I  hope  to  withhold  information  as  to  where  this 
the  result  will  supply  an  argument  to  the  <  money  is  to  be  spent  is  to  turn  the  House 
hon.  Gentleman.to  give  up  this  miserable  Commons  into  ridicule,  and  all  other 
poucy  of  secrecy— of  puttme  his  hand,  j-      ■  •  ».  wit 

hZ  OUT  pockets  without  tellSg  us  how  Proceedings  in  connectjon  with  this  Bill 
he  is  going  to  spend  the  money.  No  Government,  not  even  the 

Gtovemment  of  Russia,  could  conceal  from 
Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)  ^  j  the  general  public  such  information.  Let 
This  Amendment,  I  think,  goes  a  little  too  j  xa  compare  foir  a  moment  the  conduct  of 
far,  because  it  rejects  the  proposals  the  i  the  Government  in  reference  to  these 
<jrovemment  have  made  on  their  own  alleged  earthworks  and  their  conduct  in 


Tesponsibility.     Undoubtedly    it    is  a 


reference  to  the  new  warships  which  are 


strange  thing  that  this  House  should  be  being  built.  In  the  Naval  Estimates  of 
Asked  to  raise  this  money  by  loan  with  so  ,  the  year  the  House  is  informed  not  only 
little  information  with  reference  to  it.  I  of  the  names  of  the  ships,  but  is  put  in. 
With  regard  to  the  proposed  expenditure  i  possession  of  every  possible  detail  wit^ 
on  barracks  the  remedy  lies  entirely  in  i  regwd  to  them.    But  while  this  is  done 


the  hands  of  hon.  Members  opposite.  AH 
they  have  to  do  is  to  move  in  Committee 
that  the  contents  of  the  White  Paper  be 
scheduled  to  the  BUI.  As  r^jards  the 
first  item,  however,  no  detaUs  are  given, 
.and  the  consequence  will  be  that  the 
House  will  he  deprived  oi  control  over 
this  expenditure.    The  plea  of  secrecy 


with  reference  to  the  new  warships,  where 
secrecy  might  be  attempted,  and,  to  a 
great  extent,  successfuUy  carried  out^ 
what  can  we  say  of  the  Government  which, 
deliberately  asks  for  a  nulUon  ot  money 
without  giving  any  information  beyond 
the  fact  that  a  million  is  to  be  spent  on 
alleged  earthworks?    I  suspect  that  a 
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F.iward  J.  (Somerset) 
,  Lord  (Lancrt) 
Miixwell,  Sir  J.  M. 
Kon.  Charles  Hedley 
lion.  Humpliry  Xapier 
•a,  Percy  M. 
-on,  Wm.  E.  Momiy 


Valentia,  Viscount 
Welby,  Lieiit.-t'ol.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruse C.Vernon- 
Whiteley.H.  ( AsUton-uiiiier-L. 
WilUaiiH,  Colonel  K.  (Doiset 
Williams,  Jon.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
VVilsoD,  John  (Falkirk) 


Wyndliam,  George 
Wynilham-Qain,  Mnjor  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marniailuke  D'Ai-cy 
Young.  Comiiiamler  (Be  k-'.E. 
Tellers  for  the  Ave -—Sir 

William  Walrond  ami  Mr. 

Anstrutlier. 


NOES. 


Rt.  Hon.  H.  Henry 
■-,  John  Emmott 
.-,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
lont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
1.  Alfred 

man,  Thomas  Kybiim 
John 

ell,  James 

t>elI-BaRnneriiian,  Sir  H. 
on,  Kicliard  Knight 
■y,  Frederick 
iiing.  Francis  AllMton 
..Dr.ti.B.  (CaithneasBh.) 
jli,  Walter  Ovvea 
James  Henry 
'  tt,  Michael 
ar,  Arthur 
on,  John 
.iran,?.  C. 
.n,  Sir  William 
ins,  Samuel  T.((rlaniorgan) 
■niaurice,  Lorcl  H:linon.l 
:  I  lard,  Daniel  Ford 


Orey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Harwood,  (Jeorge 
tiayne,  Kt.  Hon.CharlefSeale- 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (X. Louth) 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Holland,  \V.  H.  (Vork,  WK.t 
Horniman,  Frederick  .John 
Jones,  William  (rarmarvons.) 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  Cleorge 
Lawson,  Sir\Vilfrid(C'umb  I'd) 
Logan,  John  William 
Macaleewe,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Cordon  Swift 
Maddison,  Fred 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.J,W.{Yorks.) 
Mend],  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Morgan,  J.LIoyd(Carmarchen) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb. 
Price,  Robert  John  , 
I'rovand,  Andrew  Drybargli  I 


Richarduon,  J.  (Darbam,  8.K. 
Uiekett,  J.  Coinpton 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Sliaw,  Tliomas  (Hawick  B. ) 
Sinclair,  Caj>t  John  (Forfarf>h.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Hhoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 

Tiioma-s, David  Alfd.(Meithyr) 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Warner,  T.  Cou;tenay  T. 
Wedderburn,  Sir  John 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Xotts) 
Wihon,  H.  J.  (York,W.  R.) 

Tellers  for  the  Xoes — 
Mr.  Herbert  Glatlatone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthur. 


.Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  the  |    The  House  divided : — Ayes,  159 ;  Xoes, 
■rds  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  i  64.    (Division  List,  Xo.  226.) 
:he  Question."  I 


AYES 


ison,  Sir  Wm.  Reynell 
rol.  Sir  Williaui 
.kinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

'.igot,  Capt.JoseelineFitzUoy  [ 
■  Llfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
■iUfour,Rt.Hoa.G  W.  (Leeds) 
lanbary,  Frederick  George 
barton,  Duabar  Plunkett 
tatburst,  Hon  Allen  B. 
iieach.Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristl)  ' 
ilethell,  Commander  { 
liigwood,  James  { 
Bin.  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Grifhth- 
Boufltield,  William  Robert 
Braasey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
BuUard,  Sir  Harry 

Carlile,  WillUm  Walter  1 
('ecil.  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W.  ' 
Chamberlain,  Kt.  Hon.  J.  (Birm.  ' 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
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Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 

Charrington,  Spencer  > 

Chelsea,  V'iscount  . 

Clare,  Octavius  Leigh  I 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H,  A.  E.  \ 

Coghill,  Douglas  Harry  ^ 
CoHiDgH,  Rt.  Hon.  Jeiwe 

Colxton,  Chaa.  E.  H.  Athole  > 

C<jrl>ett,  A.Cameron(GlaHj{ow)  ' 
Comwallis,  F.  Stanley  H. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  B. 

Cranborne,  Vincount  j 

Curzon,  Viscount  ^ 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of  , 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham)  \ 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dick-ion-Poynder,  Sir  J.  P. 
Disraeli,  C.  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward  ' 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  AkerR* , 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Danconibe,  Hon.  Hubert  V.  ' 

Fellowes,  Hon.  A.  E<iward  ^ 
Fer(cns8on,Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Man'r  : 
Fiefd,  Admiral  (EastLon-ne)  I 

Series.] 


Finch,  George  H. 
Ftnlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald.SirRobert  Penrose 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garbt,  William 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
CJodson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
(ioldsworthy,  Alajor-tJeneral 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldun 
Goschea,Rt.Hn.G.J.  (St.Geo's 
Goschen,  George  J.  ( ■*ussex) 
Greene,  WalfordD.  ( Wednesb. ) 
Greene,HenryD.(Shrew8bury) 
Greene,  W.Raymond-lCarabft) 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 

Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Uendernon,  Alexander 
Hill.  SirEd,wardStock(  Bristol)^ 
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portion  of  this  money  is  intended  for 
other  purposes  altogether,  and  that  the 
(Jovenuuent  desire  to  have  a  sum  of 
money  to  draw  upon  for  operations  in  the 
Transvaal  or  other  parts  of  the  world  as 
they  may  think  necessary  

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  beg  to  move 
that  the  Question  be  now  put. 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  Question  is  that 
the  Question  be  now  put. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal  S.) 
(sitting  and,  with  his  hat  on) :  I  beg  to  sub- 


mit as  a  point  of  order  that  the  Question 
was  put  after  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  rose  as  nearly 
as  possible  at  twelve  o'clock.  By  the- 
Standing  order  the  closure  may  be  moved 
at  the  interruption  of  business,  and  the 
interruption  of  business  takes  place  when 
I  rise  and  say  "  Order,  order  I " 

Question  put^  "That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  159  ;  Noes 
64.    (Division  List,  No.  225.) 


AYES. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Rej-nell 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt.  Jo»celine  FitzKoy 
Balfoar,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.G.W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barton,  Ounbar  Plonket 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  B. 
Beach,HtHu.SirMH  (Bristol) 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bigwoo<l,  James 
Bin,  Charlea 
Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  H.  Cosmo  Onne 
BoBcawen,  Arthur  Griffitb- 
Boufltield,  William  Robert 
Braasey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu . 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Carlile.  William  Walter 
Cecil,  LoM  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
ChaJoner,  Captain  R.  (J.  W. 
Chan;l»erIainJtt.Hon.J.{Birm. 
Chamberlain,J.  AoBten  (Wore. 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Uctavins  Leigh 
Cochrane.  Hon.  Thos.  H.A  E. 
Cfwhill.  Douglas  Harry 
CoflingB,  Rt.  Hon.  Jeeae 
Colston.  C.  E.  H-  Athole 
Corbett,  A.  0.  (Glasgow) 
Comwallifl,  F.  Stanley  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  B. 
Ctanbome,  Viscount 
Coiron,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
DavieB,SirHoratioD(  Chatham 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A  Akera- 


Don<rlas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wynEd  ward 
Fergusson,Rt.Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Ea-stlmume) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
KitzGerald,  Sir  R.  Penrose- 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (.Suffolk) 
Gallowav,  ^^  illiam  Johnson 
Garfit,  WilUam 
Gibbotui,  J.  Lloyd 
Godaon,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
GorBt,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,Rt.Hn.G.J.  (Ht  Gee's 
Gofchen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Green,  W,  D.  { Wed nes bury) 
Greene,  Henryl).  (Shrewsbury 
Greene,  W.Ruymond-(Cambs.) 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hamilton, Rt.Hn.Lord  (Jeorge 
Hanburj-,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Haneon.  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Tlionias  Leigh 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hill.Sii-Edwanl  Stock  (Bristol) 
HoiTiby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Wni.Lawies 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverlionse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
JesseC  Capt.  Herbert  Herton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sossex) 
Kemp,  George 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaaev.  Col.  William 
Lawrence,SirL.  Duming-(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (\  orka.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thos.  (Londonderry) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 


Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Cnnie 
Lockwood,  Lt.-CoI.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Biiller 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyttleton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cnrnming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  WUuara 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James 
Martin,  Richard  Uiddnlph 
Milbank,  SirPowIett  Chas.  J. 
Milton,  Viscoant 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  Robt.  Ja»per  (Shropah.> 
Morgan,  Ho.  F.  (Monm'tbsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  ( Deptford 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  HtHn  A.Graham<  Bnt« 
Murray,  Charles  J. (Coventry) 
Myei-8,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Uerb.Pike(Darlington) 
Pliiltpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.  CoL  Edward 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carae 
Rentout,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.SirMattbewW. 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.Chas.Tlionu<in 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  James 

Rus8ell,Gen.F.S.(Chelt«nhaitt 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sharpe,  WUliam  Edwatxl  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cfaesbire> 
Sidebottom,  T.  H.  (Sfealybr.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
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Stanley,  Eiward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Ijortl  (LancM) 
Stirlinjf.Maxwell,  Sir  J.  M. 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Stui^  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  E.  Morray 
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Valentia,  VUcount 
Welby,  Lieut.-CoI.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.Vernon- 
Whiteley.H.  ( Ashton-under-L. 
Willianit,  Colonel  R.  (Doiset 
Williain^i,  Jon.  Powell-  (Birni.) 
\Vil!wa,John  (Falkirk) 
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\Vyn<Uia»i,  (.Jeorge 
Wyndhatn-Qain,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marinailuke  D'Ai-cy 
Young,  Commander  (Herlis,E. 
Tellers  fob  the  AYE-—Sir 

William  Walrond  and  Mr. 

Anatruther. 


NOES. 


Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Henry 

Karlow,  John  Eminutt 

Hayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Wentn-orth  C.  B. 

Billson,  Alfred 

Hachanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

BarQB,  John 

l?aldwell,  James 

(Campbell -Bannnerman,  Sir  H. 

CauBton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channmg,  Francis  Allrtton 

Clark,Dr.G.B.  (Caithness  sh.) 

Cloiigh,  Walter  Owen 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dewar,  Arthur 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan.P.  C. 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Evans,  Samnel  T.(Glamorf^n) 

Fitzmsorice,  Lor<l  Edinonu 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 


Orey,  Sir  Etlwanl  (Berwick) 
Harwood,  lieorge 
Hayne,Kt.  Hon.(."harlesSeale- 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 
Hedderwiek,  f'homas  C.  H. 
HolUiid,  W.  H.  (Vork,  \VR.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  William  (Carman'omt.) 
Ijabouchere,  Henry 
I^mbert,  George  , 
Lawsou,  8irWilfrid(CumbTd) 
Logan,  John  William 
Macalees*e,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Maddison,  Fred 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.J.W.(Vorks.)  ; 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand  | 
Morgan,  J. Lloyd(Carmarthen)  ' 
Oldruyd,  Mark 

Paulton,  Jamen  Mellor  | 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.  i 
Price,  Rob«-t  John  I 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh  I 


Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E. 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt  John  { Forfarjjh. ) 
Smith,  Samuul  (Flint) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditcht 
Sullivan,  DonaJ  (Westnieath) 

Tlioina.s,Da>'id  Alfd.(Merthyr) 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Warner,  T.  Cou  -tenay  T. 
Wedderburn,  Sir  John 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Williams,JohnCar\-ell  (Notts) 
Wilson,  a.  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthur. 


Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 


The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  159 ;  Noes, 
64.    (Division  List,  Xo.  226.) 


AYES 


Anson,  Sir  Wni.  Reynell 
Arro),  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 

BafiOt,  Capt.  JoBcelineFitzRoy 
B^four.Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  ( Manch'r) 
Balfour.Rt-Hon.G  W.  (Leeds) 
Banbnry,  Frederick  George 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunkett 
BathurBt,  Hon  Allen  B. 
Beach.Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H.  ( bristl ) 
Betbell,  Commander 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell.  Colonel  Henry 
IJonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bonsliekl,  William  Robert 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Biooklield,  A.  Montagu 
Ballard.  Sir  Harry 


Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Cham  berlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
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Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 

t-liarrington.  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Conings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesae 
Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Corbett,  A.Ca[iieTOn(Gliis^o\v) 
Cornwallis,  F.  Stanley  W  . 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  B. 
Cnuborne,  Viscount 
*  Ourzon,  Viscount 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dick-son-Poynder,  Sir  J.  P. 
Disraeli,  C.  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  tieorge 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 


Fellowes,  Hon.  A.  Edward 
Fereusaon,Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Man'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Elastlou -ne) 


Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitz(ieralil,SirKobert  Penrose 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gartit,  Wdliam 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Goldsworthy,  Major -tieneral 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir.Iolin  Eldon 
Goschen,Rt.Hn.G.J.  (St-tieo's 
Goschen,  George  J.  ( lawsex) 
Greene,  WalfordD.  ( Wedneab. ) 
Greene.HenryD.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond- (Cam  bs.) 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 

Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo, 

Hanbury.Kt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hill,  i^rEdwardStockfBiistoI) 

E 
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Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry  i 
HotutOD,R.  P. 
Howdil.  William  Tador 

Jackson, Rt.  Hon.  Wiii.Lawies 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jes»el,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Susaex) 

Kemp,  (Jeorge 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 

LauTencP.SirE  I)nrnin''-(C»irn 
Lawtson,  John  Grant  (Yurk».) 
Lea,  Sir  Thox.  (Londonderrry) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  ( Birkenhead) 
Leifib -Bennett,  Henrj-  Currie 
Lockviood,  Lt.  -Col.  A.  H. 
]<oiler,  Gerald  Walter  En«kine 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
LytteltuQ,  Hon  Alfred 

Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Mac«lona.  John  Cummin^c 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclnre,  Sir  John  William 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 


M'Killop,  James 
Martin,  Kicliard  Biddulph 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  C.  John  ' 
Milton,  Viscount 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  Ro'  ert  J.  (Shropshire)  ' 
Morgan,Hn.F.(Monm'ih8hire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert  , 
Morton,  Arthur  H.A.Deptford  ' 
Munbt,  Philip  A.  | 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  ii.  (Bate)  ; 
Murray.  Charles  J,  (Coventry) 
Myera,  \\'illiam  Henry  ) 

Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 

I 

I'arkes.  Ebenezer  i 
Pea-e,  Herbert  P.(Darlington)  , 
I'll  ill  pottf,  Cap  ain  Artlmr 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edwai'd  | 

Quilter,  Sii  Cuthbert  j 

Ranch,  Major  Frederic  <*arDe  i 
Rent  ul,  Jaiti&4  Alexander 
Richard.son,  SirT.  (Hartlep  l)  , 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Malt.  W.  I 
Ritchie,  Ri.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Roltertson,  Herbert(  Hackney)  ' 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W.  ; 
Round,  James 


Russell.  Gen.  F.S.(Cheltenni) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dndley 

Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidelwttom.  T.  H.  (Stalybr.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sta'iley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Max  weil.  Sir  John  M. 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphiy  Napier 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  W.  Edw.  Murray 

Valentia,  VUcount 

Welhy,  Lieut-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon - 
Wbiteley,H.  (Ashlon-u.-Lyne 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams.  J.  Powell- (Birui.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk 
Wyndham,  Cieorge 
Wyndhani-Quin,  Maj'.tr  W  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Voung,Commander  (Berk8,E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Aybs- 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstxather. 


NOES. 


Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 

Harlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Tlioma""  (Derbyshire) 
Iteauniont,  Wentworth,  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rylmm 
Bums,  John 

Cahlwell,  James 
(.'anipl>ell-ltanneriiian.  Sir  H. 
Caufton,  Richant  Knight 
Cawley,  Krwlerick 
Channing,  FranciM  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.B  {Caitbnefw-.di.) 
Cloagh,  Waller  Owen 
Colonib,  Sir  John  Charles  R. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davitt,  Michael 
Den'ar,  Arthur 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan.  P.  C. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 

Evans,  Samuel  T.(Glaniorgan) 
Fitzmanriee,  Lord  Edmond 


(•ofldan),  Daniel  Fo^d 
<irey,  Sir  E<luatd  (Berwick) 

Harwood,  Georye 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Heale- 
Healv,  T.  M.  (N.  Louth) 
Hedderwick,  Thot^.  ('harles  H. 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 

Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 

Labouchere,  Henry  ' 
Lambert,  George 
Lawf'on,  Sir  W.  (Cumlierland) 
Logan,  John  William 

M;ic.-i1eese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  J.  Gonlon  Swift 
Maddisou,  Fred. 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.J.W.(York».) 
Alendl,  Sigi'-mund  Ferdinand 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 

Oldroyd,  Mark 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 
i'ease,  Joraph  A.  (NtHthumb.) 
Price,  Koliert  John 


Provand.Andrew  Drylmrgh 

Richardson,  J.  (Durham,S.E.> 
Rickett,  J.  Comptun 

Samuel,  J.  (Stoekton-on-Teei)) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair.Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flini) 
Steadman,  William  Charlet* 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Shnreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeatht 

ThomM.  David  A.  (Morthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philipn 

Wan  er,  Thomas  CTourtnay  T 
Wedderuuiii,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Williams.  John  C.  (Notta.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(  York,  W.  R. ) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  *nd 
Mr.  M'Arthor. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK  claimed,  "That  the  Bill  l»e  now  read  a  second  time." 

the  main  Question  1)6  now  put."   „^ 

Ttue  HouEe divided : — Ayes,  1D9 ;  Noes, 

Main  Question  put  accordingly,  "That  53.    (Division  List,  No.  227.) 
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Amon,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arrol,  Sir  AVilliam 
Atlciison,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bagot.Capt.  JoacelineFitzRoy 
Iialfoiir,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manchr 
Kalfour,RtHnGerald\V.(Leeds 
JJanburj-,  Freiierick  George 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathurst,H  on- AllenBeniamin 
Reach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Brirtol 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bill,  CbarleB 
Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 
BoDBor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Gritlilh- 
BousCeld,  William  Robert 
Bra*«sey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bnllaid,  Sir  Harry 

Caxlile,  William  Walter 
Cecil,  Lord  Hogh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J.(  Birm. ) 
Chamberlain  ^.Austen(W^orc'r 
Chaplin,  Re  Hon.  Henry 
CliarringtoD,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  OctaviuB  Leigh  I 
C6chrane,Hon.Tho8.  H.  A.  E.  ] 
Coghill,  Douglaa  Harry  , 
CoUingB,  Bt.  Hon.  Jesse  I 
Colomb,  Sir  John  C.  Heady 
Colston,  Chan.  Edw.  H. Athole 
Corhett,  A  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
ComwaIli8,FiennesStan  ley  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  B. 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Curzon,  Viscount 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Daviei-.Sir  H  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny.  Colonel 
DickBon-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningbhy  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
DoaglaB,Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Donglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Dnnc(Hnbe,  Hon.  Habert  V. 

Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith 
FieW,  Admiral  (Eastboume) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  WUliara  Hayes 
FitzGerald  Sir  Bobt.  Penrose- 
Fletcher.  Sir  Henry 


AYES. 
Foster,  Colontl  (Lancaster) 

Galloway,  William  Johnuon 
Gartit,  William 
Gibbons.  J.  Lloyd 
Godson,  Sir  Auaustus  Fred. 
Goldswnrthy,  Major -(-Jeneral 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,RtHnGJ(St. George's 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Green,  Walfor(rD(Wednesbary 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbnryi 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-iCambs 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 

Hamilton,  Ut.Hn.  I^rd  George 
Hanbur>',Rt.Hon.RobertWiii. 
Hanson',  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Ht^nderfon,  Alexander 
Hill.SirEdwardSiock  (Bristol) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houston.  R.  P. 

Howell,  William  Tudor  I 

Jackson,Rt.Hon.  Wm.  lAwies ! 
Jtbb,  Richard  Claverhuuse  { 
Jeffreyf,  Arthur  Frederick  | 
Jes^el, Captain HerbertMert on  I 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast)  | 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex)  \ 

Ken))),  Gforge 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W'illiam 

Lawrence,SirEDurninB-(  Cor  n 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,SirThomas(  Londonderry) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Cunie 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  U. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lope»,  Henry  Yarde  BuUer 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 

Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maelver,  DaWd  (Liverpool) 
Maclare,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Milbank,  S.  P.  Charles  John 
Milton,  Viscount 
Moore,  William  (Antri))),  N.) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.(Monra'thah. ) 


Morrell,  tJeorge  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
M  urray,Rt  Hn  A .  Graliam(  Bute 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henrj' 

\icol,  Donald  Ninian 

Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington) 
Pliillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt-Col.  Edward 

Qiiilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Hentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Chas.Tl)omson 
Robertson,  Herbert(Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round  James 

Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Ch'lt'nh'm 
RuBsell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
I  Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 

Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
I  Sidebothani,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
'  Sidebottom.T.  H.  (Stalybr.) 
I  Simeon,  Sir  Barringtou 
\  Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  J.  M. 
Strutt,  Hon,  Charles  Hedley 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinaon,  Wm.  £.  Murray 

Valentia,  Viscount 

Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-un.-L.} 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.H. 
Wy%'ill,  Mannaduke  D'Arcy 

Young,  Commander  (Berka,E. 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes, 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Boms,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Cawloy,  Frederick 


NOES.  ■ 

ChanUing.Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.(Caitl)nes8-sh.) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Dalael,  Junes  Henry 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Doogan,  P.  C. 


Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  Sam.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fitzmaorice,  Lord  Edmond 
Uoddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Ut  Hon.  C.  Seale 
Healy,  T.  M.  (N>  Louth)  i 
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Hedd«r\rick,  Thos.  Charles  H. 
Holland,  Wni.  H.  (York,  W.R. 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jonea,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  (.leorge 
Lawson.  Sir  W.  {Cumberland) 
Logan,  John  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Morgan,J  Lloyd(Camiarthen) 
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(.Hdroyd,  Mark 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  J.  (Xortlmmberland) 
Price,  Robert  Jolin 
I'rovand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Richardson,  J,  (Durham,  S.  E. ) 
Rickett,  J.  Conipton 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Smith,  Samoel  (Flint) 
Steadman,  William  Cliarles 
Steachey,  Edward 


the  House. 
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Sulli\-an,  Donal  (Westineath) 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Mertkyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charlea  Philips 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Wedderbnm,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Willianis,  John  Carvell  (Notts. 
Wil8on,Henry  J.  (York, W.R.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr. 
Buchanan. 


Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  '  BATHS 
for  Monday  next. 


AND  W-VSHHOUSES  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 


METROPOLIS  MANAGEMENT  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  (BYE-LAWS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reportefl, 
with  Amendments ;  as  amended,  to  be 
considered  upon  ilonday  next. 


Considered  in  Committeej  and  reported ; 
m  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Mon- 
day next. 


House  adjourned  at  twenty-lire  niinutef 
before  One  of  the  clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  7th  Jtd^  1899. 


{7  July  1899}       PrivaU  BiU  Budnm.  138 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 


SOUDAN  CAMPAKiN,  1896-7-8. 
VOTE  OF  THANKS  TO  THE  FORCES. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  Major-General  Lord 
Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  in  return  to  the 
thanks  of  this  House  and  to  the  Reso- 
lutions of  the  8th  of  June  last^  communi- 
.  cated  to  him  in  obedience  to  an  Order  of 
^  this  House  of  the  said  8th  of  June. 

The  said  letter  was  read,  as  follows  : 

^  17,  Belgrave  Square,  July  3, 1899. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknow- 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  June, 
.S   forwarding  to  me  tlie  Renotution  of  the  Hou»e 
.§   of  Lords  expressing;  their  Lordsliips'  thanks  to 
S   the  troops  recently  engaged  in  the  Soudan, 
under  my  command,  and  desiring  that  I  should 

fcommuoicate  the  same  to  the  otncers  and  men 
ao  employed. 

"3  In  ajwuring  your  Lonlship  that  I  shall  not 
"*   fail  to  carry  out  the  witthes  of  tlie  House  of 

tLonls,  I  beg  to  express  iny  <leep  gratitude  for 
the  honour  that  has  been  thuii  paid  to  tlte 
officers,  non-couimissioned  ofBcen,  and  msn  of 
the  forc^  as  well  as  to  myself. 

I  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  very  obwiient  Ser^■a^t, 

KiTCHESEK  OF  KHAKTOUM, 

Major -General. 


The  letter  was 
on  the  Journals. 


ordered  to  be  entered 


PRIVATE  BILL  BrS/XESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Farliamenls 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  Dare  been  complied  with  : 

NEWCASTLE  UPON-TYNE  TRAllWAVS 
AND  IMPROVEMENT. 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  applicable  to  the  following 
Bill  hare  been  complied  with :  | 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL  ' 
ORDERS  (No.  lU). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ' 

Table.  I 

VOL.  LXXIV.   [Fourth  Series] 


DARWEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
The  Chairman  OF  GouHiTTEES  informed 
I  the  House  that  the  owKMition  to  the  Bill 
!  was  withdrawn ;  the  Orders  made  on  the 
23rd  of  June  and  on  Tuesday  last  dis- 
charged ;  and  Bill  committed. 

GOOLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

Keport  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
Amendments. 

BLACKPOOL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
Reported,  with  Amendments. 

LOWESTOFT  PROMENADE  PIER  BILL. 

The  Queen's  consent  signified ;  and 
Bill  reported,  with  Amendments 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 

The  Ch  AiKM  AN  OF  CoHuiTTEES  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn. 

MANCHESTER   CORPORATION  (GENE- 
RAL POWERS)  BILL. 

The  Chairman  OF  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdr.nvn  ;  the  Orders  niiiilo  on 
the  8th  of  June  ;ui<l  on  Tuesday  la^t  dis- 
charged ;  and  Bill  committed. 

I  REDDITCH  GAS  HILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday  ne.^t. 

I 

!  M[LLWALL  DOCK  BILL. 

j  Coniiiiittcd. 

i     STOCKPORT  r()Rl>o:t.\TlON  BILL. 

Kjad  2"  (.i3.:ording  to  Order),  ami  com- 
mitted. 

BR.VDI'ORD  TRAMWAYS  AND  IM- 
PROVEMENT  BILL. 

K->:i']  '2"  (jiccordinj^  to  Order),  and  com- 
m'tted  ;  the  Cominittee  to  be  propo.qctl 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

ROCHDALE  CAXAL  BILL  [Lonls]. 

LONDON   AND  S( UTTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY  HILL  [lAiTds]. 

Read  3",  and  pn^'sed,  and  sent  to  t!ie 
Commons. 
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lieturns. 


WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  WATER 
BILL. 

Bead  d",  with  the  Amendment,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


{LORDS}  Jieport^,  dr.  140 

proposed  to  the  House  as  a  Member  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in 
the  place  of  the  Lord  Wandsworth  ;  read^ 
and  agreed  to. 


MILTON  CBEEK  CONSERVANCY  BILL.   LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL. 

ORDERS   (No.  4)  BILL. 

GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL. 

ORDERS   {No.  12)  BILL. 


Read  3",  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons.  LOCAL 


BRADFORD     TRAMWAYS    AND  IM- 
PROVEMENT BILL. 

LEEDS   CORPORATION  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  following  Lords  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  to  form  the  Select 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Bills ;  (viz.) :  E.  Malmesbury,  £ 
Craven,  £.  Egerton  (Chairman),  L.  ^m^t^ 
I4.  Wandsworth.  Agreed  to ;  and  the 
said  Lords  appointea  accordingly.  The 
Committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next,  at 
Eleven  of  the  o'clock,  and  all  petitions- 
referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to- 
the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  against  the  Bim  to  be  heard:  as> 
desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills. 


HETURNS,  BEPOBTS,  dr. 


ELECTRIC     LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  9)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 
CENTRAL  ELECTRIC  SUPPLY  BILL. 

SHIREBROOK  AND  DISTRICT  GAS 
BILL. 

SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  STIPEN- 
DIARY JUSTICE  BILL. 

WEST  MIDDLESEX  WATER  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

CHURCH  STRETTON  WATER  BILL 
[Loids]. 

ST.  NEOT'S  WATER  BILL  [-Lords]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments  ;  the  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

LIVERPOOL  OVERHEAD  RAILWAY 

HILL  [Lords].  I 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments. 

ST.  JAMESS  AND  PALL  MALL 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  agreed  to,  with  an  Amend- 
ment; the  said  Amendment  considered, 
and  agreed  to. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Message  from  the  Commons  giving 
leaA'e  to  Thomas  Wallace  Russell,  (a 
Member),  to  attend  the  Select  Committee 
(pursuant  to  message  of  yesterday). 

LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY (ADDITIONAL  POWERS)  BILL. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY (ADDITIONAL  POWEKS)  BILL. 

BROMPTON  AND  PICCADILLY  CIRCUS 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

PIER  AND   HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

DERWENT    VALLEY    WATER    BILL,  j     PUBLIC  RECORDS  (WAK  OFFICE). 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selcc- ,  Sixth  Schedule,  containing  a  list  and 
tion,  That  the  Lord  Monk  Bretton  be  '  particiUara.     claraes.  (rf  documents  exists- 


FISHERIES  (SCOTLAND). 
Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  being  for  the 
year  1898  ;  Part  III. 

ORDNANCE  SURVEY. 

Report  of  the  progress  of  the  Ordnance 
Survey  to  the  31st  March  1899. 

SHIPPING  CASUALTIES. 
Abstract  of  the  Returns  made  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  shipping  casualties- 
which  occurred  on  or  near  the  coasts,  oc 
in  rivers  and  harbours,  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  from  1st  July  1897.  to  30th 
June  1898  ;  and  shipping  casualties- 
which  occurred  to  ^tish  vessels  else- 
where tluui  on  or  near  the  ooaste,.  or  in 
rivers  and  harbours,  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  to  foreign  vessels  on  or  near 
the  coasts,  or  in  rivers  or  harbours,  of 
British  Possessions  abroad,  reported 
during  the  same  period ;  with  charts  and. 
appendices. 
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ing,  or  in  ordinary  course  about  to  exist, 
in  the  office  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  War  Depart- 
ment, which  are  not  considered  of  suffi- 
cient public  value  to  justify  their  preser- 
vation in  the  Public  Record  Office. 

INDIA    (INDIAN     CURRENCY  COM- 
MITTEE. 1898). 

Report  of  the  Ck>mmittee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  Indian  Currency,  1898. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION. 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  26th  June, 
1899,  dedaring  that  for  the  due  tmd 
efficient  performance  of  the  duties  of 
second  assistant  to  the  Chief  Crown  i 
Solicitor  in  Ireland,  professional  or  other  I 
peculiar  qualifications  not  ordinarily  to  be  I 
acquired  in  the  Civil  Service  are  requisite.  ! 
Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act), 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


QUESTION 


THE  FINANCE  ACT.  18M. 
The  Earl  of  IDDESLEIGH:  My 

Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment whether  it  is  the  fact  that  the 
Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  have 
continually  before  them  many  questions 
relating  to  the  Finance  Act  of  1894,  to 
which  they  find  it  almost  impossible  to 
save  confident  answers ;  and  whether  the 
Committee  which  is  to  be  appointed  in 
the  autumn  to  consider  questions  con- 
ceming  the  modes  of  a^regation  will  be 
limited  to  that  one  subject^  or  whether  it 
-will  be  at  liberty  to  imike  recommenda- 
tions on  other  matters  of  minor  import- 
ance about  which  doubts  may  exist,  or 
which  may  involve  possible  hardships  to 
individuals,  if  such  recommendations 
can  be  made  without  infringing 
upon  the  main  principles  of  the  Act. 
In  putting  this  question,  I  am  very 
anxious  to  avoid  any  possible  misunder- 
standing, and  also  to  explain  that  my 

auestion  Is  not  intended  to  reflect,  in  the 
lightest  degree,  either  upon  the  Fimuice 
Act  of  1994  or  upon  the  Commissioners 
of  Inland  Revenue  who  are  concerned  in 
its  administration.  I  am  merely  throwing 
out  a  suggestion  which,  in  my  opinion, 
seems  worthy  of  consideration.  The 


Committee  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  announced  his  intention  of 
appointing  in  the  autumn  to  consider 
questions  concerning  the  modes  of  a^re- 
gation  must,  of  necessity,  be  a  strong  one, 
and  it  appears  to  me  tutt  the  extra  duty 
which  I  suggest  conld  be  well  undertaken 
by  that  Committee.  Although  we  may  not 
be  able  to  altogether  extinguish  difficult 
points  of  law  in  these  matters,  it  is  desir- 
able to  extinguish  them  as  far  as  possible, 
and  I  think  the  strong  Committee  which 
it  is  proposed  to  appoint  might  further 
the  process  of  simplification,  and  make  a 
number  of  recommendations  which  would 
meet  with  general  approval.  I  would 
therefore  ask  the  questim  standing  in  my 
name. 

The  Earl  of  BRADFORD :  Before 
the  noble  Viscount  answers  the  qu^ion 
of  the  noble  Earl,  I  should  like  to  put 
another  question,  of  which  I  have  given 
him  private  notice.  It  is,  Whether,  in  the 
event  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue  sending  a  valuer  of  their  own 
to  value  property  for  Estate  Duty  pur- 
poses, they  are  entitled  to  withhold  m>m 
the  person  from  whom  duty  is  claimed  in- 
formation with  respect  to  the  figures  of 
such  valuation,  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
considers  it  fair  and  equitable  that  they 
should  do  so  1 

♦The  lord  PRIV^  SEAL  (Viscoimfc 
Cross)  :  My  Lords,  in  answer  to  the 
noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh),  I  have 
to  say,  on  bebalf  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  he  thinks  the  noble  Earl 
greatly  exaggerates  the  number  of  ques- 
tions which  have  arisen  under  the  Finance 
Act  of  1894.  Perhaps,  my  Lords,  I  had 
better  read  to  you  the  answer  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  this  ques- 
tion.  He  says : — 

"There  were,  at  first,  considerable  diffi- 
culties in  the  interpretation  of  the  Finance 
Act  of  189^  invoMng  a  good  deal  of  friction 
in  administration,  and,  oonsequently,  a  good 
deal  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  Eatat«  Duty ; 
but  thedifScolties  are  gradn^y  disappsaring, 
and  I  cannot  admit  that  there  exiato,  at 
present,  sufficient  ground  for  such  a  general 
mqairy  as  b  suggested  by  Lord  Iddeslfugh. 
There  nave  been  a  large  nomher  of  queationa 
arising  under  the  Finance  Act,  1894,  and  the 
amendins  Acts  of  1896  and  ISflfi,  to  which,  as 
Lord  Iddesleigh  says,  no  very  confident 
answers  could  be  supplied  by  the  Inland 
Revenue ;  but  some  of  these  questions  have 
been  decided ;  others  are  ripe  for  a  judicial 
decision,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  decision  will 
soon  be  obtained.  But^^i^^  ^^^taj^ 
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which  1  do  not,  a  cbm  for  a  general  inaaii^-, 
I  oonld  not  consent  to  snch  inqairy  oeing 
carried  out  in  the  manner  suggested  hf  Lord 
Iddesleigh.  He  usks  me  to  extend  the 
reference  to  the  oommittee  which  is  to  be 
appointed  in  the  aatunin  so  ae  to  include 
'other  matters  of  minor  importance  aboat 
which  doabtB  may  exist,  or  which  may  involve 
panible  baidahips  to  individuals.'  T  cannot 
consent  to  this  for  two  principal  reasons : — 
(1)  i  am  anxious  that  the  question  of  aggre- 
gation—by  which  I  mean  not  the  principle 
of  aggiegation,  which  is  a  vital  principle  of 
the  estate  duty,  but  the  precise  extent  to 
which,  and  the  manner  in  which,  that  principle 
shall  be  applied — with  which  the  oommittee 
is  to  be  BpecidJy  appwnted  (o  deal,  shoold  be 
fully  disenssed,  and  that  a  decision  should  be 
arrived  at  aa  soon  as  pfwsible.  It  is  obvious 
that  '  matters  of  mmor  importance '  is  an 
elastic  phrase,  which  conld  be  stretched  to 
affect  nearly  every  section  of  the  Hnance  Act, 
l&9i,  and  the  amending  Acts  of  1896  and  1898, 
and  it  is  clear  that  to  extend  the  inqniiy  aa 
Lord  Iddesleigh  suggests  would  result  either 
in  preventing  the  committee  from  eoncen- 
trating  th«r  attention  on  the  af^regation 
question,  or  would  delay  their  decision  on  it, 
or  both.  (2)  I  am  very  doubtful  whether  a 
general  inquiiy  such  as  Lord  Iddesleigh  suggests 
oould  be  properly  entrusted  to,  or  adequately- 
dealt  with  b^,  a  committee  such  as  that  which 
is  to  be  appointed  to  deal  with  the  aggregation 
question.  Whil^  however,  I  cannot  agree 
tnat  any  other  of  the  vexed  questions  con- 
nected with  the  estate  daty  should  be  referred 
to  the  particular  oommittee  to  be  appointed  in 
the  autumn,  I  do  not  wish  to  return  an  abso- 
lutely nonjioasumus  answer  to  the  request  for 
some  inquuT  into  other  minor  questions.  If 
the  resuft  of  the  Departmental  Committee  on 
the  method  of  applying  the  principle  of  aggre- 
gation should  be  to  arrive  at  a  really  practical 
and  helpful  conclusion  on  that  subject,  it 
would  be  an  encouragement  to  attempt  to 
deal  with  other  points  in  the  same  way.  But 
it  must  he  remembered,  first,  that  the  idea  of 
this  oommittee  originated  from  the  foct  that 
all  psirties,  whether  in  favour  of  or  opposed  to 
the  principles  of  the  Finance  Act,  ISM,  agreed 
(in  debating  the  matter  in  the  House  of 
Commons  this  Session)  that  the  law  as  con- 
tained in  the  proviso  to  Section  4  of  the 
Finance  Act,  1894,  wi^  not  in  a  satisfactory 
condition ;  but  the  task  of  amending  it  was 
found  to  present  very  exceptional  difficulties  ; 
and,  secondly,  that  u  must  be  clearly  under- 
stood that  I  could  not  consent  to  any  snch  in- 
quiry into  any  of  the  main  princiiMes  of  the 
Act  of  1894." 

With  regard  to  the  other  question, 
namely,  whether,  in  the  event  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  send- 
ing a  valuer  of  their  own  to  value  property 
for  estate  purposes,  they  are  entitled  to 
withhold  from  the  person  from  whom 
duty  is  claimed  information  with  respect 
to  the  figures  of  such  valuation,  if  the 
noble  Lord  will  be  good  enotigh  to  put  it 
down  on  the  Paper  1  will  make  inquiries. 


MaiTIA   BALLOT  BILL  fLords]. 

*The  secretary  or  STATE  for 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  : 
My  Lords,  I  rise  to  call  attention  to  the 
Law  relating  to  the  ballot  for  the  Militia, 
and.  to  present  a  BUI.  The  House  will 
remember  that  we  have  had  more  than 
one  discussion  uptfn  the  subject.  When 
the  question  was  last  raised,  I  promised 
the  noble  Earl,  whom  I  see  on  the  Cross 
Benches  (the  Earl  of  Wemyss),  that  we 
would,  during  the  recess,  examine  and 
revise  the  machinery  of  the  Ballot  Acts, 
with  the  object  of  having  ready  to  our 
hand  the  means  of  putting  the  ballot  into 
operation  should  we  ever  be  driven  to 
resort  to  it.  I  guarded  myself,  at  the 
same  time,  from  undertaking  that  we 
should  this  year,  or  at  any  particular 
moment,  endeavour  to  pass  into  law  a 
BiU  for  the  introduction  of  the  baUot. 
Since  this  pledge  was  given  we  have  ex- 
amined the  existing  law,  aa  weH  as  the 
Bill  submitted  to  the  House  last  year  by 
the  noble  Earl,  which  was,  in  fact,  a  re- 
production of  the  clauses  and  schedules 
which  had  been  included  in  the  original 
draft  of  Lord  Cardwell's  Army  Bill  of 
1871,  but  which  were  dropped  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  I  am  now  prepared 
to  lay  before  the  House  a  Bill  dealing  with 
the  subject,  not,  as  I  have  explained,  with 
any  idea  that  such  a  Bill  can  be  passqd 
into  law  immediately  or  in  the  near 
future,  but  because  I  concur  with  the 
noble  Earl  in  thinking  that  it  is  desirable 
that  we  should  realise  how  we  stand  in 
regard  to  compulsion,  and  what  sort  of 
case  can  be  made  out  for  resorting  to  it, 
and,  if  it  were  to  be  resorted  to,  in  what 
shape  it  could  be  most  conveniently 
I  applied,  and  with  what  probable  results.  It 
I  can,  at  any  rate,  do  no  harm  to  remind  the 
;  people  of  this  country  of  their  existing 
j  obligation  to  provide,  if  necessary,  by 
means  of  some  form  of  compulsory  ser- 
t  vice,  a  sufficient  force  for  the  defence  of 
,  the  United  Kingdom.  We  should  never 
'  allow  ourselves  to  forget  that  our 
military  system,  so  far  as  the  home 
defence  is  concerned,  contemplates  com- 
pulsory service  as  a  last  resort.  The 
country  is  giving  the  opportimity  of  pro- 
viding such  a  force  by  voluntary  means, 
:  and,  if  it  is  not  provided,  the  law  is  there 
j  to  compel  us  to  do  so.  The  fact  that  the 
I  operation  of  that  law  is  Suspended,  and 
I  has  been  suspended  for  Taemy  yoars  paat, 
does  not  alter  the  case.  The  obligation 
is  there,  and  we  have  only  to  omit  a  few 
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worfts  from  the  Expiring  Laws  Con-  j 
tinuaiice  Act,  or  to  pass  an  order  in  | 
Goaiicil  suspending  the  operation  of  the  : 
"  Suspension  Act,  in  order  to  arm  the  i 
Govornment  of  the  day  with  power  to  ; 
set  the  machinery  of  the  Ballot  Act  in  , 
motion.  The  question  which  I  think  will 
occur  to  most  of  us  is  this :  How  near ! 
are  we  to  a  condition  of  things  in  vhfch  ' 
Ministers  would  be  justified  in  taking  | 
so  gra^'B  a  step  1  Upon  this  point  there  | 
exist*,  I  suspect,  a  considerable  diver- ' 
gence  between  the  noble  Earl  and  my- 
self. I  do  not  mind  confessing  that  I  am  ; 
inclined  to  hesitate  for  a  very  longtime  on  ; 
the  brink  of  the  stream  into  which,  with  ■ 
characteristic  courage,  he  would  like  to  [ 
take  a  plunge  at  once.  The  difference  \ 
between  his  attitude  and  mine  is  easy  , 
to  exphun.  Judging  from  what  he  has  '\ 
said  upon  this  subject,  and  from  what 
he  has  written,  he  evidently  regards  the 
ballot  for  the  Militia  as  the  panacea  for 
all  the  ills  from  which  the  military  body 
is,  in  his  opinion,  suffering.  I,  on  the 
other  hand,  am  persuaded  that  for  many 
of  these  ailments  the  ballot  would  be 
powerless  to  provide  a  cure.  The  noble 
£arl  is  fond  of  dwelling,  not  only  upon 
the  fact  that  the  Militia  is,  and  has  been 
for  many  years,  considerably  below  its 
establishment,  but  upon  our  diffioultira  in 
keeping  our  Line  battalions  full,  and  upon 
the  youth  of  our  recruits  and  the  number 
of  men  below  the  standard  whom  wo  are 
compelled  to  enlist.  His  view  is,  in 
effect,  that  if  we  will  but  adopt  his 
remedy,  all  these  difficulties  will  vanish 
into  thin  air.  I  am  afraid,  however,  that 
I  cannot  accept  the  noble  Earl's  diagnosis. 
Now,  before  I  go  further,  let  me  say  a  few 
words  as  to  the  present  position  of  the 
Line.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  recruiting 
returns  of  the  last  few  months  have  been 
comparatively  disappointing.  We  have 
set  ourselves  a  very  hard  task  to  perform ; 
we  have  at  this  moment  not  only  to  find 
every  year  the  recruits  whom  we  should 
require  to  maintain  the  Army  at  its 
former  strength,  but  the  much  larger 
number  which  we  require  in  order  to 
brinr  it  up  to  the  higher  establishment 
which  Parliament  has  sanctioned.  In 
order  to  do  this,  we  are  attempting  to 
add  25,000  men  to  the  Army,  and  we  are 
endeavouring  to  do  this  at  a  time  when 
the  activity  of  the  labour  market  is  such 
that  every  employer  of  labour,  be  he 
engaged  in  agriculture  or  manufacture,  or 
in  any  other  industrial  capacity,  finds  the 


utmost  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  men  he 
wants.  It  musii,  moreover,  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  employers  of  civil  labour  are 
able  to  adjust  the  inducements  which 
they  offer  to  the  exigencies  of  the  moment. 
We,  on  the  other  hand,  are  unable  to 
adjust  oar  terms,  from  one  month  to 
another,  to  the  varying  conditions  of  the 
labour  market,  and  we  tire;  therefore, 
liable  to  find  our  inducements^  though 
sufficient  at  one  moment,  become  insuffi- 
cient at  another,  to  attract  to  the  service 
the  men  whom  we  want.    It  may  be  as 
well  that  I  should  state  to  the  House 
exactly  how  we  are  situated  with  regard 
to  recruiting  for  the  regular  Army.  We 
are  endeavouring,  as  I  have  said,  to 
increase  the  Army  by  25,000  men,  and  of 
these  we  had,  by  the  be^nning  of  the 
year,  succeeded  in  obtaining  12,000 ; 
5,000  of  these,  it  is  true,  were  obtained 
from  the  Army  Reserve,  but  the  Army 
Reserve,  I  am  glad  to  say,  at  this  moment, 
includes  considerably   more    than  the 
I  80,000  which  has  always  been  considered 
I  the  full  normal  strength.  Upon  the  whole, 
1  then,  the  progress  which  we  had  made  by 
'  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  by  no 
;  means  unsatisfactory.    During  the  last 
I  few  months,   however,   the  supply  of 
I  recruits  has  flagged  'considerabiy.  The 
I  number  of  recruits  whom  we  hare  been 
j  taking  has  indeed  been  well  m  to  the 
level  of  former  years,  and  sufficient  to 
keep  the  Army  up  to  its  old  establish- 
ment, but  at  this  moment  we  are  making 
little  or  no  progress  in  bringing  about 
that  augmentation  of  the  strength  of  the 
Army  which  we  had  hoped  to  effect 
within  three  years  from  the  time  when  it 
i  was  sanctioned  by  Parliament.  While, 
I  however,  I  insist  upon  the  fact  that  the 
I  present  state  of  things  is  not  so  bad  as  it 
I  is  sometimes  said  to  be,  I  frankly  admit 

I  that  I  regard  it  with  80m«  misgiving,  and 

I I  am  convinced  that  we  cannpt  i^onl  to 
I  relax  the  efforts  we  have  made  and  are 

making  to  render  the  service  as  attractive 
as  possible  to  the  class  from  which  we 
draw  our  recruits.  The  question,  however, 
which  we  have  to  consider  is  whether  the 
introduction  of  the  ballot  for  the  Militia 
would  be  likely  to  help  us.  I  will  not  say 
that  it  would  not  help  us  at  all,  but  I 
doubt  extremely  whether  it  would  help  us 
much.  The  Militia  gives  to  the  lAne 
every  year  some  14,000  recruits.  If  the 
Militia  were  stronger — if  it  were  to 
number,  say,  200,000  men  instead  of 
100,000  men,  it  might  possibly  give  us 
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more,  but  I  doubt  extremely  whether  it 
would  be  worth  our  while  to  maintain 
100  additional  battAlions  of  Militia  merely 
upon  the  chance  that  they  would  yield  a 
proportionate  number  of  recruits  for  the 
Line.  Then,  again,  it  might  be  contended 
that  we  should  rely  to  a  greater  extent 
than  at  present  upon  the  Militia,  and  to  a 
less  degree  upon  the  Line,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  these  islands.  That  sounds  a  very 
simple  proposition,  but  it  requires  a  good 
deal  of  scrutiny.  A  wholesale  substitution 
of  Militia  for  Line  battalions  would  be  a 
serious  matter,  and  even  if  such  a  sub- 
stitution was  unobjectionable  upon  other 
grounds,  it  would  have  one  very  incon- 
venient result,  to  which  I  must  call  atten- 
tion. It  would  follow  from  such  a 
substitution  that  we  should  have  fewer 
Line  battalions  at  home,  and  a  certain 
number  of  our  battalions  abroad  would 
consequently  find  themselves  deprived  of 
the  units  upon  which  they  at  present  rely 
for  their  drafts  and  reliefs.  That  would 
be  a  very  serious  thing.  Our  present 
military  system  is  based  upon  the 
linking  of  our  Line  battalions  at 
home  and  abroad.  If.  we  wipe  off  the 
slate  a  certain  number  of  the  battalions 
now  at  home,  or  which  would,  under 
ordinaiy  conditions,  be  at  home,  we 
should  be  obliged  to  substitute  for  them 
some  other  agency  for  keeping  up,  and 
from  time  to  time  relieving,  the  battalions 
abroad.  We  have  no  such  agency  at 
present,  and  it  would  have  to  be  called 
into  existence.  I  will  not  labour  this 
point,  but  I  will  say  this,  that  the  idea  of 
getting  rid  of  a  portion  of  the  Army  of 
the  Line,  and  substituting  for  it  Militia 
battalions,  would  lead  to  a  complete  re- 
casting of  our  present  military  system, 
and  to  the  abandonment  of  principles 
upon  which  we  have  been  acting  for  many 
years  past.  It  comes,  then,  to  this,  that 
a  resort  to  the  Itallot  would  be  likely  to 
help  us  mainly  for  the  much  more  limited 
purpose  of  keeping  the  Militia  itself  full. 
Now,  the  Militia  has  been  constantly 
below  its  establishment  for  many  years 
past.  That  deficit  has  varied  from  10,000 
to  30,000  men  during  the  last  twenty 
yeart.  It  stands  at  present  at  about 
30,000.  I  am  sorry  that  it  should  be  so. 
We  are  sparing  no  pains  to  render  the 
force  more  attractive,  and  I  trust  we  shall 
succeed ;  but,  I  will  say  at  once,  to  resort 
to  compulsion  for  the  sake  of  adding 
20,000  or  30,000  men  to  the  strength  of 
the  Militia  would,  to  my  mind,  be  alto- 
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out  of  the  question.  Apart, 
however,  from  the  objections  to 
introducing  compulsory  service  for  the 
sake  of  so  small  an  accession  of  strenstfa 
to  the  Army,  there  is  this  further  difficulty 
to  be  considered.  It  has  never,  up  to  the 
present  time,  been  found  possible  to  dis- 
tribute the  establishment  of  the  Militia 
among  the  different  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
distribution  of  the  population.  In  other 
words,  it  has  not  been  distributed  tmder 
our  voluntary  system  as  it  would  be  dis- 
^buted  if  we  had  to  enforce  the  ballot. 
We  have  been  content  with  the  distri- 
bution imposed  upon  ua  b^  local  con- 
ditions— a  distributicHi  which  diverges 
widely  from  that  which  would  result 
from  an  apportionment  based  strictly 
upon  population.  Resort  to  the  ballot 
and  to  quotas  arrived  at  by  a  proportionate 
distribution  would,  therefore,  give  us  a 
number  of  men  whom  we  should  not  be 
able  to  include  in  our  existing  cadres, 
unless  we  were  prepared  to  set  aside 
altogether  an  obligation,  which  I  believe 
to  be  a  legal  obligation,  and  which,  whether 
it  is  a  legal  obligation  or  not,  we  should 
always  reci^nise  as  binding  upon  us — the 
obligation,  1  mean,  to  employ  men  raised 
in  the  county  in  the  territorial  regiment 
with  which  the  county  is  connected.  I 
should  certainly  not  be  prepared  to  recom- 
mend that  a  recruit  raised  by  compulsion, 
let  us  say,  in  the  County  of  Lancashire, 
should  be  required  to  sen'e  in  the  Cornwall 
Regiment.  If,  therefore,  we  were  to 
demand  from  Lancashire  the  number  of 
additional  men  for  which  the  county  was 
strictly  liable,  it  might  happen  that  there 
would  be  no  room  for  them  in  the  county 
regiments.  On  the  other  hand,  a  similar 
demand  for  the  quota  for  which  it  was 
strictly  liable  might  in  another  coimty 
not  give  us  enough  men  to  bring  the 
county  regiment  up  to  its  full  strength, 
so  that  we  might  find  ourselves,  on  the 
one  hand,  with  a  battalion  still  falling 
short  by  200  or  300  of  its  proper  strength, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  with  a  number  of 
surplus  men  outside  of  any  existing 
cadres  and  for  whom  a  brand-new  or- 
ganisation would  have  to  be  provided.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  noble  mrl  will  say 
that  if  we  give  him  the  ballot  he  would 
like  to  have,  not  20,000,  but  100,000  or 
200,000  more  men  than  we  have  at 
present,  and  that  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  finding  cadres  in  which  to 
put  them.    Well,  I  find  that  every 
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Militiaman  costs  this  country  £15  a  year, 
so  that  100,000  additional  Militiamen 
would  mean  an  annual  addition  to  our 
Estimates  of  £1,500,000.  That  is  a  very 
large  sum  of  money — a  sum  the  expen- 
diture of  which  would  enable  us  to 
improve  very  greatly  the  terms  which  we 
now  offer  to  the  Line.  It  doos  not  there- 
fore follow  that  the  transaction  would 
be  entirely  advantageous,  and  we  should 
have  to  examine  it  in  all  its  bear- 
ings very  carefully  before  we  accepted  it. 
It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  no  suffi- 
cient case  is  made  out  for  the  ballot, 
«ither  as  a  means  of  keeping  the  Line 
full,  or  as  a  means  of  nuking  good  the 
present  difference  between  the  strength 
and  the  establishment  of  the  Mihtia,  or, 
so  long  as  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect 
of  keeping  our  Line  battalions  full,  for  the 
purpose  of  adding  a  large  number  of  men 
to  the  approved  strength  of  the  Militia. 
It  does  not,  however,  follow  that  because 
this  is  80  we  should  dismiss  from  our 
minds  the  possibility  of  our  having  under 
wholly  different  circumstances  to  fall  back 
tqran  compulsion.  There  are,  it  seems  to 
me,  two  contingencies  in  wluch  a  resort 
to  the  ballot  might  be  desirable.  There 
might,  in  the  first  place,  be  a  complete 
failure  of  the  volimtary  system  both  in 
regard  to  the  Line  and  to  the  Militia — 
such  a  failure  as  would  justify  us  in  an 
entire  reconsideration  of  the  present 
oi;ganisation  of  our  Army.  In  such  a 
case  we  might  have  to  be  content  with  a 
smaller  fore^  service  Army,  differently 
organised  and  recruited  under  wholly 
different  terms  as  to  pay  and  length  of 
service,  and  we  should  have  to  rely  more 
than  we  do  at  present  upon  native  troops 
for  garrison  duty  in  our  remoter  stations. 
Such  a  change  would  give  us  fewer  units 
to  maintain  abroad,  and  would  relieve  us 
from  the  necessity  of  maintaining  at  home 
units  to  feed  them.  We  might  in  such 
«  case  find  it  possible  to  depend  more 
than  we  do  at  present  upon  the  Militia 
lor  home  defence,  and  possibly  for  service 
In  some  stations  which,  though  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  United  Kingdom,  are  yet 
within  reasonable  proximity  to  these 
islands,  and  offer  climatic  conditions  re- 
sembling those  to  which  we  are  used  in 
this  country.  But  I  do  not  admit  that 
we  have  yet  arrived  at  such  a  pass,  and 
we  are  certainly  not  prepared  to  throw 
the  whole  of  our  existing  organisation  into 
the  melting  pot  merely  because  the  Militia 
28  below  ita  strength  and  the  recruiting 


returns  of  the  last  four  months  have  been 
disappointing.  There  is,  however,  an- 
other contingency  in  which  a  more 
numerous  MiUtia  would  distinctly  add  to 
our  strength.  It  might  become  necessary 
for  us  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  these 
islands  during  a  very  severe  and  pro- 
tracted crisis,  dming  which  there  had  been 
a  serious  strain  upon  our  military  forces, 
and  -after  we  had  exhausted  all  other 
means  of  keeping  them  up  to  the  neces- 
sary strength.  For  an  emergency  of 
this  kind  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
unreasonable  that  we  should  provide, 
however  remote  we  may  take  it  to  be. 
This  is  the  kind  of  emergency  which  I 
have  always  contemplated  in  these  dis- 
cussions. I  draw  a  great  distinction 
between  such  an  emergency  and  the  kind 
of  emergency  which  the  noble  Eari  on 
the  cross  benches  has  more  often  im^ined. 
I  mean  the  emergency  which  would  arise 
suppodng  this  country  were  suddenly, 
and  without  notice,  to  be  attacked  from 
beyond  the  seas.  For  such  an  emergency 
I  need  not  say  that  a  sudden  resort  to 
the  ballot  would  not  in  any  way  help  us  ; 
however  efficacious  om*  machinery  and 
however  promptly  it  were  to  be  set  in 
motion,  it  could  only  have  the  effect  of 
supplying  us  with  a  great  mass  of  raw 
material  which  it  would  take  many 
months  to  organise  and  train. 

Thb  Earl  of  WEMYSS:  May  I  ex- 
plain? 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 

I  know  what  the  noble  Earl  means.  To  pro- 
vide beforehand  for  such  an  emergency 
whenever  it  might  arise  we  should  have 
to  enforce  the  ballot  at  once,  and  to 
keep  it  constantly  in  force  even  in  time 
of  the  profoundest  peace. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  Hear,  hear. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  -. 
I  am  glad  I  have  correctly  interpreted 
the  wish  of  the  noble  Earl.  I  gathered 
that  that  was  what  the  noble  Earl  would 

desire,  for  he  stated  last  year  in  the 
House  that  if  the  present  law  affecting 
the  Militia  ballot  was  not  put  into  force 
it  was  worthless  for  an  emergency,  be- 
cause "when  an  emergency  occurs  you 
want  to  meet  it  with  your  ranks  full." 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that,  in  the  noble 
Earl's  view,  the  law  would  have  to  be  put 
into  force  before  the  emergency  had 
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arisen.  I  confess,  however,  that  I  am 
extremely  doubtful  whether  that  is  a  pro- 
posal which  any  Goverment  would  have 
the  courage  to  make,  unless  it  was  clear 
that  we  were  within  a  measurable  distance 
of  the  apprehended  danger.  Resort  to 
compulsion  in  any  form  at  a  time  of  pro- 
found peace  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  out 
of  the  question,  except  in  the  face  of 
such  a  complete  breakdown  of  all  our 
military  arrangements  as  I  referred  to 
just  now.  But  for  the  other  kind  of 
emergency,  for  a  protracted  struggle,  and 
after  it  had  fcecome  clear  that  we  had 
exhausted,  or  were  likely  to  come  to  the 
end  of  our  resources  of  voluntary  enlist- 
ment, the  ballot  would  provide  a  most 
valuable  reserve  of  power,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  we  should  appeal  to  it.  If  that  be 
so,  we  may  well  aak  ourselves  in  what 
manner  we  should,  when  the  time  came, 
make  use  of  the  resources  which  it  would 

Elace  at  our  disposal.  The  Bill  which  I 
ave  to  ask  you  to  read  a  first  time  is  an 
attempt  to  answer  the  question.  I  can 
perhaps  best  explain  our  intentions  by 
giving  you  a  sketch  in  outline  of  the  pro- 
cedure which  would  be  followed  under  the 
existing  law,  with  such  modifications  as 
seem  to  us  desirable,  in  order  to  adopt  it 
to  existing  conditions.  And  let  me  here 
say  that  I  am  told  by  our  legal  advisers 
that  the  existing  law  is,  upon  the  whole, 
*'  fairly  simple,  intelligible,  and  workable" 
and  wat,  with  a  few  alterations,  which  I 
can  describe,  it  could  be  made  to  provide 
machinery  appropriate  for  our  purpose. 
The  total  number  of  men  to  be  raised 
would  have,  as  now,  to  be  decided 
by   the    Government    of    the  day, 

Xn  the  recommendation  of  its  military 
isers.    Then  we  have  to  consider  to 
what  local  authority  we  should  entrust 
the  duty  of  seeing  that  this  number  was 
forthcoming.     Under  the  Bill  of  1871, 
which  the  noble  Earl  reintroduced  last 
year,  the  i^ency  to  be  employed  was  that 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace.    I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  be  better  to 
rely,  as  under  the  existing  law,  upon  the 
lords  lieutenant  and  their  deputies.  The 
functions  of  justices  of  the  peace  are  now  j 
purely  judicial,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  desirable  to  impose  upon  them 
administrative  duties  in  connection  with 
the  enforcement  of  the  ballot    The  areas 
with  which  we  should  have  to  deal  would 
be,  as  now,  the  counties  and  subdivisions 
of  counties.    The  latter  would  corre- 
spond with  the  superintendent  registrars' 
The  Mortptes»  of  Lntixtfomif. 


districts,  and  these  could,  if  necessary,' 
be  subdivided  into  subdistricts  probably 
corresponding  with  parishes.  The 
machinery  which  we  should  employ  for 
preparing  and  revising  the  lists  wotud  be 
that  of  the  census,  the  necessary  forms- 
being  prepared  in  the  registrar-general's 
office  after  consultation  with  the  super- 
intendent registrars.  Within  these  dis- 
tricts we  should  employ  the  overseers  as- 
enumerating  officers.  They  would  hare 
to  prepare  and  revise  annually  their  lists» 
in  which  all  men  between  the  statutory 
ages  of  eighteen  and  thirty-five  would  be 
returned  in  classes  corresponding  with 
their  age  last  birthday.  A  difficulty 
arises  as  to  the  manner  in  which, 
when  the  quota  for  the  county  has  been 
laid  down,  credit  should  be  given  to  it 
for  the  number  of  Militiamen  who  have 
already  been  raised  within  it  by  voluntary 
enlistment.  Should  we  first  credit  the 
county  with  the  number  of  men  whom  it. 
has  produced,  and  then  divide  the  balance 
between  the  districts  according  to  their 
population,  or  should  we  divide  the  whole 
number,  without  deduction,  proportion- 
ately amongst  the  districts,  and  then 
credit  each  district  with  the  number 
which  it  has  already  provided?  The. 
latter  system  is  that  which  now  prevails  j 
the  former  is  that  of  the  Bill  of  1871 
which  was  adopted  by  the  noble  Earl  last 
year,  and  it  seems  to  me  for  several 
reasons  to  be  the  better  of  the  twa  The 
existing  law  affords,  no  doubt,  a  more 
just  distribution  as  between  one  sub- 
division and  another,  because  each  sub- 
division would  escape  liability  exactly  in 
proportion  as  it  had  itself  contributed  to 
the  strength  of  the  force.  I  doubt,  how- 
ever, whether  in  practice  the  arrangement 
would  work  well.  There  would,  I  sus- 
pect, be  considerable  difficulty  in  ascer- 
taining the  subdivision  to  which  each 
Militiaman  ought  properly  to  be  credited. 
The  plan  is,  moreover,  open  to  this  objeo* 
tion,  that,  owing  to  the  comparative 
smallness  of  the  numbers  to  be  raised  in 
each  area  (a  number  of  which  in  many 
cases  the  subdivision  would  probably 
fall  short  by  only  a  very  few 
men),  there  would  be  a  considerable- 
inducement  to  buy  recruits  with  th» 
object  of  relieving  the  locality  from  the ' 
burden  of  the  bimot.  It  is  needless  to> 
point  out  that  the  practice  o6  giving 
bounties  at  this  sort  would  have-  m  very 
prejudicial  effect  upon  voluntary  recruit- 
ing.  Let  me  take  an  imaginary  case  iu 
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illiLstmtioM  of  my  meaning.  I  will  assume 
that  a  given  county  is  liable  for  2,000 
men.  it  has  already  1,500  men  serving 
in  its  Militia  battalions.  It  has,  there- 
fore, to  provide  500  additional  men.  This 
numl>er  would  be  divided  amongst  the 
districti  within  the  county  in  proportion 
to  the  poptilation  of  each  district,  and 
each  district  would  havf  to  find  it?  share 
of  the  deficit  by  tneans  of  the  ballot. 
Then  we  come  to  the  difficult  question  of 
exemption.  A  schednle  of  the  proposed 
exemptions  is  attached  to  the  Bill.  I 
propose  to  exempt  efficient  Volunteers, 
but  it  would  be  necessary,  if  that  were 
done,  to  restrict  the  establishment  of  the 
Volunteer  battalions,  in  order  to  prevent 
an  indiscriminate  influx  of  men  at  a  time 
when  the  introduction  of  the  ballot  might 
be  apprehended.  ■  The  exemption  of  the 
Volunteers  from  the  operation  of  the 
ballot  would,  as  the  noble  Karl  has 
pointed  out,  give  m  an  opportunity  of 
insisting  that  the  degree  of  efficiency 
exhibits  by  the  force  should  be  amply 
sufficient.  In  the  Bill  of  1871  each  county 
was  aliowed  to  count  its  Volunteer*  as 
well  as  its  Militia  towards  the  quota 
for  which  it  was  liable.  I  do  not 
regard  this  proposal  with  favour. 
The  fact  that  an  individual  has  become 
an  efficient  Volunteer  may  well  be  re- 
garded as  a  good  reason  for  exempting 
him  personally,  but  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should  diminish  the  liability  of  his  neigh- 
bours. The  other  exemptions  mentioned 
in  the  Hchedule  are  taken  from  the  Bill  of 
1871,  and  are  a  fair  basis  for  discussion. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  substitutes 
Substitutes  are  permitted  under  the  exist- 
ing law,  and,  except  in  the  case  of  the  old 
local  Militia,  which  was  not  liable  for  ser- 
vice beyond  the  limits  of  the  county, 
there  has  never,  I  believe,  been  such  a 
thing  as  compulsory  service  without  sub- 
stitutes. Now  the  Bill  of  1871  prohibited 
sulistitutes,  but  then  a  fiulure  to  serve 
was  only  punishable  by  fine,  so  that  every 
welI-to<lo  man  was  able  to  escape  com- 
pulsory 8er\'ice  by  producing  a  £10  note. 
I  am  strongly  under  the  impression  that 
in  the  present  condition  of  public  feeling 
substitutes  Avould  not  be  tolerated.  I 
think  it  may  fairly  be  argued  that  at  the 
present  time  liability  to  serve  within  the 
United  Kingdom  would  not  be  a  more 
onerous  liability  than  compulsory  service 
within  the  limits  of  the  county  for  which 
the  old  local  Militia  were  liable,  in  the 
case  of  which,  as  I  have  already  said. 


substitutes  were  not 
the  Bill  any  person 
who  refuses  to  serve 
and    compelled  to 


allowed.  Under 
chosen  by  ballot 
ma}'  be  arrested 
serve    for  five 


years  from  the  time  of  his  arrest,  and  be 
treated  a?  a  deserter  if  he  afterwarda 
abends.  The  other  exemptions  are 
substantially  those  of  the  1871  Bill,  and 
include  every  Member  of  either  House 
of  Parlutmen^  every  officer  in  Her 
(Majesty's  forces,  every  officer  on  the  half- 
pay  of  the  Navy,  Army,  or  Marines, 
every  non-commissioned  officer  or  man 
serving  in  Her  Majesty's  forces  other 
than  the  Veomanry  or  Volunteers,  every 
efficient  non-commissioned  officer  or  man 
serving  in  the  Yeomanry  or  Volunteers, 
every  member  of  any  police  force,  every 
seaman  or  sea&ring  man,  every  person 
in  holy  orders,  every  minister  of  religion, 
every  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner. 
As  to  the  classes  to  which  liability  to 
submit  to  the  ballot  would  attach  we  have 
accepted  the  classification  proposed  in  the 
Bill  of  1871.  It  is  as  follows:  (1)  Un- 
married men  abo^'e  18  years,  and  not 
more  than  35  years  of  age.  (2)  Married 
men,  above  18  and  not  more  than  30  years 
of  age,  having  a  wife  living,  but  no  child. 
Unmarried  men,  above  25,  but  not  more 
than  30  years  of  age.  (3)  All  men  liable 
to  be  balloted,  and  not  included  in  the- 
foregoing  classes.  I  have  given  your 
Lor^hips  a  brief  outline  of  the  Bill,  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  it  would  work. 
It  would  not  make  any  fundamental 
alteration  in  the  existing  law,  but  it 
would  bring  the  law  more  into  accord 
with  present  conditions.  We  believe 
that  this  could  be  done  without  much 
difficulty.  But  we  do  not  render  it,  nor 
do  we  wish  to  render  it,  easier  for  the 
Government  of  the  day  to  resort  to  com- 
pulsion. I  confess  frankly  that  I  share 
the  aversion  with  which  compulsion  is,  I 
believe,  r^jarded  by  the  great  majority 
of  our  fdilow-countrymen,  and  I  would 
on  no  account  have  recourse  to  compul- 
sion in  any  shape  until  experience  had 
shown  that  there  was  no  other  way  of 
providing  for  the  safety  of  the  country. 
My  own  anticipation  is  that  the  greater 
the  peril  to  which  the  Empire  is  exposed 
the  greater  will  be  the  number  in  which 
the  men  of  this  country  will  flock  to  our 
standards,  and  I,  at  any  rate,  would  be  no- 
party  to  an  attempt  to  convert  the  con- 
stitutional force  which  we  have  till  now 
recruited  by  voluntary  means  into  a  con- 
script Army,  until  wc  are  absolutely 
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driven  to  do  so.  But  I  may  be  wrong  as 
to  this,  and  something  will  be  ^nwl  if 
we  can  arrive  at  an  understanding  as  to 
the  proper  mode  of  dealing  with  com- 
pulsory service  should  we  ever  find  our- 
selves face  to  face  with  it.  This  Bill  is 
an  attempt  to  show  how  in  such  an  event, 
which  I  regard  as  not  very  probable,  we 
mk;ht  set  to  work.  I  now  beg  to  present 
a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the 
ballot  for  the  Militia. 

A  Bill  to  funend  the  law  relatii^  to  the 
ballot  for  the  Militia  in  England  and 
Wales,  presented  by  the  JVIuquess  of 
Lansdowne. 

Moved — 

-  That  the  BUI  be  now  read  la." 

The  Earl  of  W'EMYSS:  As  my 
noble  friend  has  referred  to  me,  perhaps 
your  Lordships  will  allow  me  to  say  a  very 
few  words.  The  noble  Murquess  stated, 
at  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  that  our 
military  system  rested  upon  compulsion 
for  home  defence.  That  is  a  position 
which  I  have  always  ventured  to  take 
up,  and  I  am  glad  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  has  at  last  thought  it 
necessary  to  deal  with  this  question.  I 
have  had  a  motion  upon  the  Paper  of  your 
Lordships'  House  for  some  months,  and  as 
this  motion  will  explain  all  that  I  ask  for 
at  the  present  time  and  the  views  which  I 
hold  on  this  question,  I  will  take  the  liberty 
of  reading  it  to  your  Lordships.  It  is  as 
follows : — 

"To  move  to  resolve,  that  iAssmuch  aa 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has  stated 
ia  his  place  in  Parliament  that  the  retention 
of_  the  power  of  enforcing  service  in  the 
Militia  is  necestiaryin  view  oi  possible  national 
emerfrencies,  while  he  has  at  the  fame  time 
Slid  that  the  present  Militia  Ballot  Law  is 
antiquated  and  requires  revision,  this  House 
is  of  opinion  that,  looking  at  recent  experi- 
ences, and  to  the  possibilities  of  the  future, 
t^e  Uw  iu  question  should  be  forthwith 
amended  and  brought  up  to  date." 

I  have  not  brought  this  Resolution  before 
your  Lordships  because,  more  tlum  three 
months  ago,  the  noble  Marquess  con- 
fidentially informed  me  that  he  was 
going  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  very 
purpose  I  had  in  view  in  framing  the 
Resolution.  I  now  take  the  opportunity 
of  withdrawing  my  motion,  for  its  con- 
tents are  practically  embodied  in  the  Bill 
which  the  noble  Marquess  has  just  intro- 
duced. 

The  Marquess  of  I/'umimvnf, 


*LORD  MONKSWELL  :  My  Lends,  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  wonu,  not  im- 
mediately on  the  subject  of  the  Bill  intro- 
duced by  the  noble  Marquess,  but  on  a 
matter  which  the  noble  Marquess  dealt 
with  at  some  length — namely,  the  subject 
of  recruiting.  I  find  it  almost  impossible 
to  tell,  from  the  Return  of  Recruiting 
which  has  been  laid  before  Parliament, 
what  percentage  of  men  left  the  Army 
with  characters  below  good.  It  would 
seem  that  about  19,000  left  the  colours 
with  oharacters  that  were  good,  or  better 
than  good,  and  that  there  were  about 
40,000  recruits  last  year.  I  do  not  think 
that  anything  like  20,000  men  would 
have  left  the  Army  with  characters  less 
than  good,  for  we  must  deduct  those 
who  leave  on  account  of  illness  and  with 
too  short  service  to  be  ranked  as  good, 
and  the  average  number  of  recruits  for  the 
last  few  years  has  been  less  than  40,000. 
This  is  a  very  important  matter,  because 
if  you  can  show  the  public  that  the 
characters  of  men  who  leave  the  Army 
are,  on  the  whole,  better  than  the  average 
character  of  the  artisan  or  working  man, 
you  go  a  very  long  wa^  towards  Femoving 
the  objection  which  exists  in  many  quar- 
ters to  joining  the  Army.  I  think  it  is 
rather  strange  that  in  the  Recruiting  Re- 
turns no  mention  is  made  of  the  very 
great  and  beneficial  alteration  which  has 
taken  place  of  late  in  the  practice  of  re- 
cruiting. Up  to  about  two  years  ajgo  it 
was  the  practice  of  commanding  officers 
almost  entirely  to  disregard,  except  in  the 
case  of  certain  favoured  corps,  the  War 
Office  Order  to  the  effect  that  reoruitang 
should  be  confined  to  persons  of  good 
character.  Latterly,  the  question  has 
come  very  prominently  forward,  and 
commanding  officers  have  insisted  upon 
the  Order  being  observed.  At  first  there 
was  very  great  difficulty  in  getting  officers 
to  obey  the  order,  because  they  thought, 
very  naturally,  that,  as  there  was  a  mffi- 
culty  in  getting  recruits,  even  where  re- 
cruiting was  not  confined  to  men  of  good 
character,  recruiting  would  fall  off  very 
considerably  if  they  insisted  upon  con- 
fining it  to  persons  of  good  character. 
Experience,  however,  has  shown  that  that 
view  is  an  absolutely  mistaken  one. 
Where  good  character  has  been  insisted 
upon,  it  has  been  found  by  commanding 
officers  that  in  the  long  run  the  number 
of  recruits  has  increased.  I  think  this  is 
a  very  important  consideration  indeed, 
especially  in  view  of  the  statement  of  the 
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noble  Marquess  that  be  is  not  satisfied  with 
the  extent  to  which  recruiting  ia 
^otng  on  at  the  present  moment.  It  is 
fihown  in  the  returns  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  men  who  have  left  the 
Colours  with  good  characters  have  found 
some  Bortof  employment;  but,  nevertheless, 
the  Inspector-General  is  not  satisfied  with 
the  result.    He  says : 

"  The  employment  secured  is  not  of  a  parti- 
•calarly  TemnneratiTe  chuacter,  and  not  of  a 
kind  to  indnee  respectable  yoang  men  to  join 
the  Army.  I  have  over  and  over  a«iin  en- 
•deavuonMi  to  impress  on  the  noble  Marquess 
that  the  only  remedy  for  the  dUfioulty  in 
Kei  ting  recmits  is  to  provide  such  an  education 
ior  the  soldier,  both  tee)iDical  and  otherwise, 
as  will  make  him,  when  he  leaves  the  ranks, 
not  less  qualilied  than  he  now  is  to  obtain 
•etiiployment,  and  more  qualified  to  do  so  than 
the  average  mechanie  and  labourb^  num." 

1  have  not  brought  the  question  of  the 
technical  education  of  the  soldier  specifi- 
■cally  before  the  House  this  session, 
because  I  understood  the  noble  Marquw 
to  say  that  the  matter  was  receiving  the 
■serious  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's 
■Government.  I  hope,  before  the  session 
end%  the  noble  Marquess  will  be  able  to 
inform  us  what  steps  are  being  taken  in 
the  direction  of  providing  such  technical 
education  for  the  soldier  as  may,  of 
•course,  be  compatible  with  his  railitarj' 
-duties,  and  enable  him  to  compete  on  fair 
terms  witfa,  and,  I  hope,  on  terms  which 
will  place  him  in  a  better  position  than, 
the  average  mechanic  and  labourer  in  this 
country. 

♦The  Makqubbs  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
I  confess  that  there  would  be  some  diffi- 
culty in  establishing  a  comparison  worth 
Anything  between  the  character  of  the 
private  soldier  and  the  character  of  the 
artisan,  for  I  do  not  know  how  the  cha- 
racter of  the  artisan  could  be  got  at.  I 
^uite  agree,  however,  with  the  noble  Lord 
m  the  importance  he  attaches  to  getting 
men  of  ^ood  character  into  the  Army, 
and  helping  them  to  maintain  their  good 
character  while  serving.  With  regard  to 
the  possibility  of  giving  the  soldier,  while 
serving,  some  kind  of  technical  education 
which  would  stand  him  in  good  stead 
when  he  has  left  the  Colours,  something 
has  been  done,  although,  perhaps,  not 
very  much,  in  that  direction.  The  diffi- 
culty which  meets  us  is  this,  that  so  much 
of  the  soldier's  time  is  occupied  in  in- 
struction in  his  profession,  that  the  men 
themselves  might  resent  further  inroads 


*  on  their  time.   The  subject  is  one  full  of 

I  difficulty,  but  I  am  quite  disposed  to 
j  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  in  the  principle 
I  that  the  better  we  can  equip  the  soldier 
!  for  civil  employment,  the  more  likely  we 
!  are  to  attract  into  the  Army  the  class  of 
j  men  we  want. 

;     On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  1'  accordingly,  and  to  be 
printed.    (No.  159). 

OYSTERS  BILL. 

*LORD  HARRIS:  Since  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  various  considerations 
have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Boai-d 
by  persons  interested  in  the  cultivation  of 
oysters,  and  also  by  the  atithorities  con- 
cerned ;  and,  in  view  of  these  considera- 
tions, the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  it 
would  be  wiser,  and  more  likely  to  lead 
to  justice  being  done,  if  the  Bill  were 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Moved,  that  the  Order  of  the  18th  of 
May  last,  committing  the  Bill  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  be  discharged ; 
and  that  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select ' 
Committee  {The  Lord  Harris) ;  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  accordingly. 

The  Lords  following  were  named  of 
the  Committee : 

M.  Abercorn  {£>.  Abercom), 
L.  Harris, 
L.  Wenlock, 
L.  Tweedmoutb, 
L.  Heneage. 

The  Committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday, 
the  18th  instant,  at  Eleven  o'clock,  and  to 
appoint  their  own  Churman. 

LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments'  agreed  to,  together  with  a 
consequential  Amendment  to  the  Bill ; 
Commons  consequential  Amendment 
considered  (on  motion)  and  agreed  to. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  {DEFEC- 
TIVE AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN) 
BILL  [Lonle]. 

Read  3'  (according  to  Order) ;  Amend- 
ments made  j  Bill  passed,  uid  sent  to  the 
Commons. 
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SUMMARY  JURISDICTION  ACT  (1879)  I  applicable  thereto,  have  not  been  com- 
AMENDMENT  BILL.  pLk  with,  Wz.- 

Kead  3"  (according  to  Order),  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 


HoDi*e  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
before  Six  of  the  clock,  to  Monday 
next,  Eleven  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Fiiday,  7tk  Juhj  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  LAW,  &c 

Ordered,  that  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Law,  Ac,  have  leave  to  ait  this  day 
during  the  sitting  of  the  House.— (A*?- 
Jamen  Fergussm.) 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  [Lords]. 

Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto 
complied  with. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Keport  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz. — 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LONDON)  BILL  [Lords]. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION* 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time  on  Monday  next. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 

Standing  Orders  not  previously  in- 
quired into  not  complied  with. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  ^rst 
Beading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into^  and  which  are 


PORTSMOUTH  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lordf>l. 

"AVORKINGTON  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

BELFAST  WATER  BILL. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL. 

LONDON,    CHATHAM.   AND  DOVER 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

SCUNTHORPE  URBAN  DISTRICT*  OAS- 
AND  WATER  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  ctmsidered,  and 
agreed  to. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH  PIER  BILL  [Lonb]. 

(Queen's  consent  signified^ ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

ALL  SAINTS'  CHURCH  (CARDIFF)  BILL 
[Lords]. 

BRIGHTON    MARINE    PALACE  AND- 
PIKR  BILL  [Lords]. 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considwed ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  BILL. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
■ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL  [Lords]. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL. 
ORDER  (No.  13)  BILL  [LordK]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  20)  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visonal  Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 

Monday  next. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  L.) 

Sir  WiLUAM  HoiLDSWOBTH  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Oroup  L  of 
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Private  Bills,  that  for  the  convenience  of 
the  Cominittee,  they  had  adjourned  until 
Tuesday  next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the 
clock. 

Keport  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS, 

BOARD  OK  EDUCATION  BILL. 
Petition  from  Bradford,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY 
LOCAL  AUTHORITIES). 

Petition  from  Bradford,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1845.  . 

Petition  from  Urquhart,  for  alteration 
of  law :  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

REGULATION  OF  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  ;  from  Selby  ;  and, 
Normanton  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  HILL. 

Petition  from  Everton,  in  favour ;  to 
He  upon  the  Table. 
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ORDNANCE  SURVEY. 

Copy  presented  of  Report  of  the  Pro- 
gress of  the  Ordnance  Survey  to  the 
31st  March,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

DOGS  REGULATION  ilRELAND)  ACT, 
1865. 

Account  presented  of  the  Keceipts  and 
Expenditure  under  the  Act  for  the  year 
189H  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.    [No.  268.] 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dr. 


SHIPPING  CASUALTIES  {1897-8). 

Copy  presented,  of  Abstract  of  the 
Ketums  of  Shipping  Casualties  which 
occurred  on  or  near  the  Coasts,  or  in 
Rivers  and  Harbours,  of  the  United  King- 
dom from  the  Ist  July,  1897,  to  30th 
June,  1898  ;  and  of  the  Returns  of  Ship- 
ping Casualties  to  British  Vessels  else- 
where than  on  or  near  the  Coasts,  or  in 
Bivers  and  Harbours  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  to  Foreign  Vessels  on  or  near 
the  Coasts,  or  in  Rivers  and  Harbours  of 
British  Possessions  Abroad,  &c.,  with 
Charts  and  Appendices  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MASTERS,  MATES,  ENGINEERS  (SUS- 
PENSION. &C.,  OF  CERTIFICATES). 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
[ordered  19th  May  ;  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
INo.  267.] 


FINES,  &c.  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented  of  Abstract  of  Accounts 
of  Fines  accounted  for  by  the  Registrar 
of  Petty  Sessions  Clerks  for  1897  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  he 
printed.    [No.  269.] 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT, 
1898. 

Copy  presented  of  Regulations,  under 
the  Local  Government  (Application  of 
Enactments)  Order,  1898,  as  to  issue  of 
County  Stock  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

1  EAST  INDIA  (INDIAN  CURRENCY 
I  COMMITTEE,  1898). 

I     Copy  presented  of  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
i  Indian  Currency  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
,  upon  the  Table. 

i       GOVERNMENT  DEPARTMENTS 

I  (CONTRACTS). 

Return  ordered,  "  of  all  Contracts 
made  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  'manu- 
factured Articles  by  the  several  Govern- 
ment Depai-tments,  either  with  contractors 
outside  the  United  Kingdom  or  with 
contractors  or  agents  in  the  United 
Kingdom  who  obtain  the  Articles  from 
Abroad  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  382,  of  Session  1897).— (J/r. 
Logan.) 


LAND  REGISTRY. 
Return  ortlered,  "  of  the  work  done  in 
the  Land  Registry  under  the  various 
Acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  namely : — 

L  Under  the  Land  Transfer  Act, 
1875  (Lord  Cairns'  Act) : — 

(rt)  The  number,  value,  and  acreage 
j  (where   known)   of    estates  the 

I  titles  to  which  were  annually 

I  registered,   on  first  registration, 

'  from  the  Ist  day  of  January,  189.5 


Digitized  by 


Google 


163 


Returns^ 


to  the  Slst  day  of  December,  1898, 
showing  the  number  of  estates 
registered  with  absolute,  qualified, 
arid  possessory  title,  and  lease- 
holds ;  and  also  the  number  of 
estates  registered  under  The 
Small  Holdings  Act,  1892. 
{h)  The  total  number  of  separate 
titles  on  the  register  on  the  3l8t 
day  of  December,  1898,  (i.)  by  first 
registration,  (ii.)  by  sulHliviBion  of 
estates  already  registered,  and 
(iii.)  by  transfer  from  the  1862 
register. 

2.  Under  The  Land  Kegistry  Aet, 
1862  (Lord  Westbury's  Act)  :— 

(a)  The  total  number,  value,  and 
acreage  (where  known)  of  estates 
the  titles  to  which  were  registered 
on  first  registration. 

{b)  The  total  number  of  separate 
titles  on  the  register  on  the  Slst 
day  of  December,  1898  (i.)  by 
first  registration,  and  (ii.)  by  sub- 
division of  estates  already  regis- 
tered ; 

(c)  The  total  number  of  separate 
titles  which  had  been  removed 
from  the  r^;i6ter  on  the  Slst  day 
of  December,  1898,  otherwise  than 
by  transfer  to  the  1875  register. 

I 

3.  Under  both  the  Acts  of  1875  and  \ 
1862  :— 

{a)  The 
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of  the  work  done  under  these 
Acts  from  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1895,  to  the  Slst  day  of  Decem-^ 
ber,  1898. 


of 


separate 
the  Slst 


total  number 
titles  on  the  register  on 
day  of  December,  1898 ;  i 

iP)  The  total  number  of  transactions 
annually  registered  from  the  Ist 
day  of  January,  1895,  to  the  31st  I 
day  of  December,  1898,  showing 
the  numbers  of  (i.)  first  registra- , 
tions  under  the  Act  of  1875,  (ii.)  i 
conveyances,  transfers,  and  trans- ' 
missions  of  land,  (iii.)  mortgages,  ' 
charges,    further    charges,    and  | 
tranters  of  mortgages  ana  charges,  | 
(iv.)  reconveyances  of  mortgages  ! 
and    cessation  of   charge^  {\.) 
leases  and  surrenders  of 
(vi.)  miscellaneous. 


5.  Under  the  Land  Charges  Registra.- 
tion  and  Searches  Act,  1888 : — 

The  number  of  registrations,  official 
searches,  and  ordinary  searchea 
annually  made  from  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1895,  to  the  Slst  day 
of  December,  1898. 

6.  Under  the  Middlesex  Registry  Act,. 
1708,  and  the  Land  B^istry  (Middlesex 
Deeds)  Act,  1891. 

The  number  of  registratioiis  and 
searches  annually  made  from  the^ 
1st  day  of  January,  1895,  to  the 
Slst  day  of  December,  1898. 

And  showing  the  amount  of  fees  re- 
ceived each  year,  and  the  amount  of 
salaries  and  expenses  each  year  in  the 
Land  Registry  from  the  Ist  day  of  April, 
1895,  to  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1899, 
distinguishing  with  respect  to  the  periods 
since  the  Land  Transfer  Act,  1897,  came 
into  operation,  for  the  purposes  of 
Section  22  of  that  Act,  the  fees  received 
and  salaries  and  expenses  pud  under  the 
Land  Transfer  Acts,  and  the  other  Actfr 
above  referred  to  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  463,  of  Session- 
1896).— (J»/r.  H.  D.  Greene.) 


4.  Under  the  Mortgage  Debenture 
Acts,  1865  and  1870,  and  the  Improve- 
ment of  Land  Act,  1864  : — 

A  statement,  so  far  as  may  be  prac- 
ticable, of  the  nature  and  amoiuit 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to  : 

EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 
Without  Amendment. 

AIR  AND  CALDER  NAVIGATION  BILL^ 
MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 

LEITH  HARBOUR  AND  DOCKS  BILL. 
With  Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  : 

Amendments  to — 

COBHAM  GAS  BILL  [Lords]: 
STRETFORD  GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 
Without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled^. 
"  An  Act  to  make  new  provisions  with 
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reganl  to  the  constitution  and  to  change 
the  name  of  the  company  of  proprietors 
of  the  Rochdale  Canal ;  to  fix  and  regu- 
late the  capital  and  borrowing  powers  of 
the  company  ;  to  amend  the  Acts  relating 
to  and  confer  further  powers  on  the 
company  ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Rochdale  Canal  BUt  [Lords]. 

And  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
confer  further  powers  upon  the  London 
and  South- Western  Railway  Company,  to 
authorise  them  to  execute  further  works 
to  acquire  additional  lands,  and  to  raise 
further  money  ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[London  and  South- Western  Railway  Bill 
[Lords]. 

KOCHDALE  CANAL  BILL  [Lords]. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

&Ir.  Halsby  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection ;  that  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Members  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law  and  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure  : — Mr. 
Evelyn  Cecil,  Mr.  William  Jones,  Mr. 
Arthur  Morton,  Sir  Albert  RoUit,  and 
Mr.  Talbot ;  and  had  appointed  in  sub- 
stitution :  Mr.  Butcher,  Sir  George  Far- 
dell,  Mr.  Gedge,  Mr.  Mount,  and  Caj^n 
Norton. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the 
Qommittee ;  that  they  had  added  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law  and  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure,  the  fol- 
lowing fifteen  Members  in  respect  of  the 
Improvement  of  Land  Bill Commander 
Bethell,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Channing, 
Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  Colston,  Mr.  Wingfield- 
Digby,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Gold,  Mr. 
Seale-Hayne,  Mr.  Jeffreys,  Mr.  Heywood 
Johnstone,  Colonel  Kenyon-Slaney,  Mr. 
Hwbert  Lewis,  Mr.  Walter  Long,  and 
Major  Rasch. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the 
Committee ;  that  they  had  discharged 
the  following  Members  from  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agri- 
culture and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manu- 
factures : — Mr.  Gslloway  and  Mr.  Gedge  ; 
and  had  appointed  in  substitution :  Sir 
Edward  Hill  and  Sir  James  Rankin. 


Mr.  Hal-sey  further  reported  from  the 
Committee  ;  that  they  had  added  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and 
Nfanufactures,  the  following  fifteen  Mem- 
bers in  respect  of  the  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Bill : — 
Mr.  Archdale,  Mr.  Attorney-General  for 
IreUnd,  Mr.  Gerald  B^four,  Mr.  J.  H.  M. 
Campbell,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Doogan,  Sir 
Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Mr.  MoUoy,  Mr.  Arthur  Moore, 
Mr.  William  Moore,  Mr.  O'Neill,  Mr. 
John  Redmond,  and  Colonel  Saunderson. 

R3ports  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  (CHAIR- 
MEN'S  PANEL). 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  reported  from 
the  Chairmen's  Panel :  that  they  had 
appointed -liord  Edmond  B^tzmaurice  to 
act  as  Chl&lriium  of  the  Standii^  Com- 
mittee for  the  consideration  of  Bills 
relating  to  Trade  (including  Agriculture 
and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manufac- 
tures, in  the  place  of  Mr.  John  Edward 
Ellis,  in  respect  of  the  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Bill ;  and 
that  they  had  appointed  Sir  James  Fer- 
gusson  to  act  as  Chairman  of  the 
Standing  Committee  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Bills  relating  to  Law,  and  Courts 
of  Justice  and  Legal  Procedure,  in 
respect  of  the  Improvement  of  Land  BtU. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

AGRICULTURE  AND  TECHNICAL  IN- 
STRUCTION (IRELAND)  [SALARIES, 

&c.] 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  .payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  pro- 
vided by  Parliament,  of  any  salaries,  re- 
muneration   and   expenses    that  may 
i  become  payable  under  any  Act  of  the 
I  present  Session  for  establishing  a  Depart- 
I  ment  of  Agriculture  and  other  Industries 
'  and  Technical    Instniction  in  Ireland 
I  (Queen's  Recommendation  simiified),  upon 
I  Monday  next. — {Mr.  Gerald  Balfattr.) 

COTTAGE  HOMES  BILL. 
Reported,  without  Amendment,  from 
the   Select    Committee,    with  Second 
Spedal  Report  and  Minutes  of  Ewdence. 

Report  and  Special  Report  to  lie  upon 
'  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  271.] 
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BELLEVILLE  HOILER  ACCIDENTS. 

Mr.  W£IB  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty if  he  will  grant  a  return  showing 
the  number  of  fatal  and  other  accidents 
resulting  from  the  use  of  Belleville  boilers 
in  the  ^yal  Navy. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADML 
RALTY  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  only  serious  acci- 
dent known,  beside  that  on  board  the 

Terrible,  "when  one  stokerwas  killed  and 
three  suffered  from  burns,  took  place  on 
board  the  "Argonaut"  when  she  was 
About  to  leave  the  contractor's  works  on 
the  Clyde.  On  this  occasion,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  boit  being  left  out  of  place,  a 
joint  of  the  economizer  gave  out,  and  two 
contractor's  mm  and  three  stokers  were 
scalded. 

STORAGE     OF     C(?RDITE  NEAR 
PORTHMOUTH. 

Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastboiune): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  it  ii  the  intention  of 
T.«rds  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to 

use  the  new  magazines  and  store  houses 
now  in  course  of  building  on  the  land  ad- 
joining Priddy's  Hard  Magazine  for  the 
-storage  of  cordite  and  other  high  explo- 
sives, and  what  weight  of  corcTite  it  is 
proposed  to  store  ;  whether  this  decision 
has  been  arrived  at  after  careful  inquiry 
And  report  by  a  Committee,  and,  if  so,  , 
will  the  names  of  the  Committee  be  given,  , 
And  was  their  report  a  unanimous  one. 
In  view  of  the  near  proximity  of  the 
magazine  to  Portsmouth  Dockyard,  and 
its  certain  destruction  if  a  large  quantity 
of  cordite  should  explode  at  Priddy'sHarcl,  , 
together  with  heavy  loss  of  life  and  pro-  * 
perty  in  the  neighbourhood,   was  the 
■opinion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  as 
also  that  of  the  Admiral  Superintendent 
of  the  Dockyard,  asked  as  to  the  advisa- 
bility or  otherwise  of  storing  such  a  high 
•explosive  as  eordite  in  its  immediate 
vicinity,  and,  if  so,  will  the  First  Lord 
favour  the  House  with  their  views,  or  lay 
the  Committee's  Report  upon  the  Table  ; 
and  in  view  of  the  disastrous  explosion  of 
-the  magazine  at  Toulon  recently,  and  the 
at  present  unknown  cause  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  "  Maine  "  at  Havana  last  year, 
will  their  Lordships  suspend  the  erection 
of  the  cordite  magazine  for  the  present, 


and  consider  the  advisability  of  u-ranging 
with  the  War  Office  for  the  storage  of 
i  sordite  in  one  of  the  useless  forts  on 
,  Portsdown  Hill,  which  could  be  readily 
i  approached  by  Porchester  Creek. 

'     Mr.  goschen  :  It  is  intended  to  use 
the  new  magazines  and  etoi-ehouses  in 
I  question  for  the  storage  of  coi*dite  and 
;  other  exposives.    It  would  be  contrary  to 
I  the  interest  of  the  public  service  to  state 
i  what  quantities  of  explosives  will  or  may 
'  be  stored  there.    In  reply  to  questions  2 
and  3,  I  need  not  assure  the  hon.  Member 
or  the  House  that  the  decision  was  arrived 
'  at  after  the  most  careful  and  exhaustive 
inquiry,  and  the  Admiralty  itself  must 
assume  the  entire    responsibility.  It 
■■  would  be  both  contrary  to  precedent  and 
inexpedient  to  pubhsh  the  Reports  of 
Committees  or  individuals  who  have  l)een 
consulted  on  the  subject.    1  should  add 
that  the  question  of  the  safety  of  cordite 
'  as  compared  with  gunpowder  has  been 
■  fully  considered  by  an  important  War 
Office  Committee.    The  facts  elicited  and 
the  ex{>erimenta  carried  out  show  that 
cordite  is  safer  to  stow,  handle,  and  keep 
than  gunpowder.     The  quantity  of  the 
latter  stored  inside  Portsmouth  Harbour 
I  in  magazines  and  hulks  has  been  large ; 
it  is  now  much  reduced,  and  will  diminish 
every  year.    The  abolition  of  the  powder 
hulks,  which  will  ensue  on  the  extension 
of  Priddy's  Hard,  and  the  improvements 
now  being  made  in  the  magazines,  will 
make  the  dockyard  and  environs  even 
,  safer  than  at  present.    Rapid  embarkation 
of  explosives  for  mobilisation  necessitates 
that  the  sources  of  supply  shall  l)e  con- 
veniently situated.    No  action  of  the 
iiature  proposed  in  the  last  part  of  the 
question  is  in  contemplation. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Kogis) : 
May  I  ask  if,  with  due  regard  to  public 
policy,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can  state 
if  the  amount  of  cordite  stored  in  this  place 
would  be  sufficient,  if  exploded,  to  blow 
up  the  dockyard  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  I  do  not  think  that 
is  a  question  which  could  be  ascertained, 
nor  is  it  one  on  which  it  is  desimble  to 
have  a  public  discussion.  The  Admiralty 
if)  responsible  in  this  most  importarit 
matter,  and  every  attention  will  be  given 
to  it.  I  must  ask  the  House  to  rely  on 
the  administration  of  the  Admiralty. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ifi9  Questums.  {7  July 


1899}  Questum.  170 


Admiral  FIELD :  I  beg  to  give  notice 
that  I  will  call  attention  to  this  matter  in 
Ctnamittee  of  Sui>ply  on  the  Admiralty 
Vote. 

CORK  HARBOUR. 
Mr.  NUSSEY  (Pontef not) :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Hull  I  beg 

to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lora 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the  length 
of  the  pier  in  Cork  Harbour  to  the  drill 
ground  of  the  training  ship,  what  did  it 
cost,  and  what  is  the  acreage,  rent,  and 
tenure  of  the  drill  ground  ;  and  whether 
other  land  could  have  been  obtained  that 
could  have  been  approached  by  the  { 
ordinary  pier,  and  bo  render  the  new  pier 
unnecessary. 

The  civil  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
"Worcestershire,  E.):  The  length  of  the 
pier  is  1,913  feet.  The  cost  will  pro- 
bably amount  to  about  £5,700.  The 
area  of  the  drill  ground  and  recreation 
field  is  8^  acres ;  it  ia  held  at  a  rental  of 
£4iO  per  annum  for  twenty-one  years 
from  1896.  No  other  suitable  site  could 
be  obtained. 

SCOTTISH  VOLUNTEERS— PROPOSED 
REVIEW. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
Government  will  consider  the  ejq)6diency 
of  holding  a  review  of  Scottish  Volunteer 
Regiments  in  Edinburgh,  or  at  some  other 
suitable  place  in  Scotluid. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  There  is  no  knowledge  at  the 
War  Office  of  any  general  desire  among 
the  Scottish  Volunteers  to  be  reviewed, 
and  there  ia  no  present  intention  of  hold- 
ing such  a  review. 

RIFLE  RANGES. 

Colonel  "WYNDHAM  MURRAY 
(Bath)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  with  regard  to  the  fact 
that  during  the  years  since  the  Lee- 
Metford  rifle  has  been  in  issue  to  troops 
sixty-four  ranges  held  by  the  War  De- 
partment at  home  and  abroad  for  Regular 
troops  and  Militia  have  been  closed,  and 
only  forty  suitable  for  the  range  of  that 
rifle  constructed  or  approved,  will  he 
state  what  steps  the  War  Department 
are  taking  to  make  good  this  deficiency  ; 
vhether  of  those  faela  by  Yeomanry  and 
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Volunteer  '  corps  508  ranges  have  been 
closed  and  only  167  constructed  or 
approved  ;  and  whether  Volunteer  conw 
are  taking  steps  to  combine  to  pay  the 
cost  of  fresh  ranges,  as  proposed  by 
Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

*Mr.  wyndham  :  The  figures  given 
in  the  question  are  correct,  except  that 
the  number  of  ranges  which  it  is  intended 
to  construct  for  Regular  troops  is  forty- 
one  and  not  forty.  Volunteer  corps  are 
not  taking  steps  to  combine  for  the  pur- 
chase of  ranges,  and  they  have  not  been 
invited  to  do  so.  The  best  sites  for  such 
ranges  will  have  to  be  very  carefully 
selected  before  negotiations  with  Volim- 
teers  can  begin,  and  the  scheme  under 
which  all  this  is  to  done  has  not  yet 
received  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 

FEMALE  CLERKS  IN  THE  WAR 
OFFICE. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  in  the  reorganisa- 
tion of  the  War  Office  by  a  committee  of 
experts  now  in  progress  the  Secretaiy  of 
State  will  favourably  consider  the  means 
of  increasing  the  present  female  clerks' 
establishment  at  the  War  Office  upon 
similar  lines  to  those  adopted  by  the 
Postmaster-Greneral,  so  as  to  provide 
employment  for  the  orphan  daughters  of 
officers  who  have  fallen  in  action,  or  died 
from  wounds  received  in  action,  or  from 
the  effects  of  foreign  service,  and  whose 
families  have  been  left  in  stnutened  cir- 
cumstances. 

*Mr.  wyndham  :  The  typewriting 

department  of  the  War  Office  is  now 
worked  entirely  by  women  clerks.  The 
suggestion  contained  in  the  hon. 
Member's  question  will  be  considered. 

BRITISH  SUBJECTS  IN  BATAVIA. 
Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD 
(York) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
British  subjects  in  ^tavia  are  oonmelled 
to  serve  in  the  Dutch  army  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  island  of  Java ;  whether  any 
nation  has  a  right  to  impress  British  sub- 
jects for  military  or  naval  service  of  any 
description  ;  and  whether  such  service  is 
in  conformity  with  the  Foreign  En- 
listment Act  of  1870. 

*THie  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  TOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.   Brodrick,    Surrey,   Guildford) : 
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The  question  of  the  liability  of  British 
subjects  to  serve  in  the  militia  of 
the  Datch  East  India  possesrions  has 
arisen  on  several  occasions,  and  it  has 
been  decided  that,  in  the  absence  of 
treaty  stipulations  to  the  contrary,  they 
are  liable,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that 
foreigners  of  any  other  nationality  are 
relieved  from  that  obligation.  Within 
the  limitations  explained  in  the  answer 
to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  question, 
any  nation  has  a  right  to  call  upon  resi- 
dent foreigners  for  service.  Such  service 
by  a  British  subject  would  not  be,  on  his 

Ca  violation  of  the  provisions  of  .the 
ign  Enlistment  Act. 

THE  MURDER  OF  A  BRITISH  MISSION- 
ARY IN  CHINA. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  ^Dundee) :  On  be- 
half of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Wick 
Bui^hs,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether,  in 
consequence  of  the  murder  in  China  of 
the  Bev.  Mr.  Fleming,  a  formal  demand 
was  made  for  the  dismissal  or  recall  of  the 
Governor  of  Kweichau ;  and  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  still  insist  on  that 
demand. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  In  reply  to  a  ques 
tion  on  this  subject  three  days  ago  I 
stated  that  as  two  of  the  murderers  had 
been  executed,  the  Yamen  had  been  in- 
formed that  an  extension  of  time  would 
be  granted  for  the  apprehension  of  the 
head  man. 

RUSSIAN  RAILWAYS  IN  PERSIA. 
Sir  JOHN  LENG :  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wick  Burghs  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Grovernment 
have  any  information  that  Russia  medi- 
tates frustrating  the  development  of  British 
trade  in  Persia  by  the  construction  of  a 
railway  from  Duschak,  on  the  Tians- 
Siberian  Railway,  to  Meshed,  whither 
English  goods  at  present  travel  via 
Seistan. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  answer  is  in 
the  negative. 

LUDLOW  VACCINATION  CASE. 
Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamleta, 
Stepney) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  case 
of  Thomas  H.  ^ch,  who  was  summoned 
before  the  Ludlow  Bench  of  Magistrates 


on  12th  Jime  under  the  Vaccination  Actsi 
and  pleaded  in  defenoe  that  t^e  Public 
Vaccmator  had  not  given  nodoe  of  his 
visit  in  accordance  with  Aitide  1,  See* 
tioQ  3,  of  the  Vaccination  Act  of  1898, 
but  that  the  said  Public  Vaccinator  at- 
tempted to  vaccinate  the  child  by  force 
against  the  wish  of  the  mother ;  whether 
he  will  inform  the  Public  Vaccinator  of 
Craven  Arms  that  he  has  exceeded  his 
duty  in  attempting  to  vaccinate  against 
the  wish  of  the  parent  and  without  giving 
the  twenty-four  hours'  statutory  notice ; 
and  will  he  cause  the  fine  and  costs  to  be 
returned  to  the  said  Thomas  H.  Rich. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  tor 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
According  to  my  information,  the 
defendant  was  charged  with  having 
neglected  to  get  his  child  vaccinated ;  he 
admitted  the  fact,  and  also  admitted  that 
he  had  rweived  notice  requiring 
vaccination  from  the  Public  Vaccinator. 
The  Public  Vaccinator  emphatiodly 
denies  that  he  attempted  to  vaccinate 
the  child  by  force  against  the  parent's 
wishes.  Under  these  circumstances  I  see 
no  reason  for  any  action  on  my  part  such 
as  is  suggested  in  the  question. 

METROPOLITAN   STREET  TRAFFIC- 
UNATTENDED  VANS. 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  what  are  the  powers  which 
the  police  possess  and  do  use  in  reference 
to  obstructions  to  traffic  caused  by  vans 
being  left  standing  unattended  on  the 
streets  and  whether  they  have  any  other 
power  than  that  of  summoning  offenders, 
whilst  the  conviction  and  award  of 
punishment  for  such  offences  at  present 
rests  entirely  with  the  magistrates  before 
whom  the  cases  are  brought. 

•Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  Under 
Section  54  of  2  and  3  Vict.  cap.  43  the 
Metropolitan  Police  have  power  to  arrest 
without  warrant  persons  obstructing  the 
roadway  in  the  manner  therein  prohibited  ; 
but  it  is  only  in  exceptional  cases  that  it 
is  found  advisable  to  adopt  this  summary 
mode  of  procedure.  The  conviction  of  an 
offender  and  the  penalty  to  be  inflicted 
on  him  are  matters  for  the  court  before 
whom  the  charge  is  made. 

General  LAURIE:  Can  the  police 
arrest  the  vans  t 
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*SiR  M.  WHITE  EIDLEY :  Anyone 
breaking  the  lav  can  be  arrested 
iBummanly. 

General  LAURIE :  But  how  about 
itbo  unattended  vans  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

LICENSING  COMMISSION  REPORT. 

Mr.  young  :  I  beg  to  aak  the  Secre- 
*'taiy  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
vhether  he  is  aware  Uiat  the  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on   the  Liquor 
Licensing  Laws,  which  was  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  on  Tuesday,  4th 
instant)  appeared  in  the  London  Daily 
Neipg  on  Wednesday  the  5th ;  as  the 
Beport  has  not  yet  been    issued  to 
Members  of  the  House  or  the  Com- 
'.missioners,  whether  this  is  a  breach  of 
■privilege  or  etiquette ;  and  who  isrespon- 
isible  for  supplying  this  particular  news- 
paper with  a  copy  of  the  Report. 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  Yes,  Sir,  I 
am  aware  of  the  fact  stated  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  question.  I  do  not 
Know  wno  supplied  the  information  to  the 
newspaper,  but  I  do  not  understand  that 
any  breach  of  privilege  was  committed. 
I  am  informed  that  a  copy  of  the  Report 
was  lying  in  the  library,  during  the 
sitting  of  the  House,  on  the  4th  inst., 
open  to  the  inspection  of  any  Member. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman aware  that  the  premature  publica- 
tion of  Reports  of  this  nature  is  quite 
common,  and  that  they  frequently  are  to 
be  found  in  the  London  papers  before 
Members  see  them  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  question. 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  CATTLE  TRADE. 

Mr.  field  (DubUn,  St.  Patrick):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether  be  can  state  how 
many  ships  in  the  South  Am^can  live 
stock  trade  have  been  black  listed,  and 
in  how  many  cases  the  restrictions  have 
been  cancelled  ;  and  whether  he  can  give 
'  the  names  of  the  vessels  and  the  reasons 
why  they  hare  been  released  from  the 
black  list. 

♦The  president  of  the  BOARD 
^  OF  AGRICULTURE  {Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool,  West   Derby) :   Since   the  1st 


January,  1896,  orders  prohibiting  the 
conveyance  of  animals  by  vessels  engaged 
in  the  South  American  trade  have  been 
passed  in  fourteen  cases.  In  five  cases, 
the  "Specialist^'' "  Wilhebnina,"  "  AlfaUa," 
«J.  W.  Taylor,"  and  Hindustan,"  the 
orders  were  cancelled  during  tiieur 
currency,  the  further  representatiomi 
received  from  the  owners  as  to  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  losses  occurred, 
and  as  to  the  future  equipment  of  the 
vessels  appearing  to  us  to  justify  this 
course. 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Stafibrdshire,  Lich- 
field) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture^  if  he  will  state  the 
amount  of  the  sum  deducted  in  each  case 
from  the  amount  payable  to  the  counties 
of  Staffordshire,  Essex,  and  Bristol  out  of 
the  Local  Taxation  Grant  to  provide  the 
£87,000  taken  from  the  grant  under  the 
Tithe  Rent-charge  (Rates)  Bill. 

*Mr.  long  :  The  share  of  the  counties 
and  county  borough  named  in  a  sum  of 
£87,000  distributm  in  the  proportion  of 
what  are  known  as  the  "discontinued 
grante"  would  amount  to  £1,815,  £1,934 
and  £679  respectively. 

SOUTH   KENSINGTON  MUSEUM 
BUILDINGS. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  nSethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  if 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  making 
arrangements  for  the  erection  of  a  public 
clock  in  some  prominent  part  of  the 
exterior  of  the  new  museum  buildings  at 
South  Kensington,  especially  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  there  is  no  such  clock  west- 
ward from  Hyde  Park  Corner  within  the 
four  mile  radius,  and  the  erection  of  one 
at  South  Kensington  would  be  regarded 
as  a  public  boon. 

The  first  COMMISSIOXER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  A.  Akeiw-Dougl.vs,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  The  matter  referred  to 
by  my  hon.  friend  shall  receive  atten- 
tion. 

SOUTHAM  VACCINATION  PROSE- 
CUTION. 

Mr.  LOGAN  (Leicestershire,  Har- 
borough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prosident  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  the  report  of  a 
vaccination  prosecution  before  the  Justices 
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sitting  at  Southam,  Warwickshire,  from 
which  it  appears  that,  althou|;h  the  public 
vaccinator  had  himself  certified  that  the 
child  which  formed  the  subject  of  the 
prosecution  was  weak  and  suffering  from 
rickets,  that  officer  insisted  upon  his  right 
to  vaccinate  it.  and  expressed  his  inten- 
tion of  disregarding  the  instructions  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  on  that 
point ;  and  if  the  Local  Government 
Board  propose  to  take  any  step«  to  secure 
respect  for  their  instructions  in  the  dis- 
trict in  question. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  My  attention  has 
been  directed  to  certain  newspaper  re- 
ports of  the  case  referred  to.  The  facts 
are  as  stated  as  regards  the  certifi- 
cate given  by  the  puliHc  vaccinator, 
but  it  was  not  a  certificate  of  post- 
ponement of  vaccination  under  the 
Vaccination  Acts.  Indeed,  the  public 
vaccinator  is  reported  to  have  stated  in 
court  that  he  considered  the  child  a  fit 
subject  for  vaccination.  He  aljsolutely 
denies  having  oxpreased  any  intention  of 
disregarding  the  instructions  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  He  only  claimed  the 
right  to  use  his  discretion  as  to  what 
constituted  good  health  in  relation  to 
vaccination,  and  I  sec  no  reason  to  inter- 
fere with  this  discretion. 

POOR  LAW  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  .TONES  (Carnarvon, 
Arfon) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
only  60  out  of  172  teachers  employed 
under  the  Local  Government  Board  are 
fully  trained  ;  if  he  can  state  whether  the 
Education  Department  has  refused  to 
inspect  the  Poor  Law  schools  ;  and,  if  so, 
for  what  reason;  and  whether  he  will 
endeavour  to  secure  in  the  future  the  in- 
spection of  Poor  Law  schools  by  the 
Education  Department. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  Acconling  to  the 
report  of  the  Poor  Law  Schools  Committee 
of  the  172  teachers  in  metropolitan  Poor 
Law  schools  60  were  fully  trained  and 
certificated  under  the  Education  Depart- 
ment. It  should,  however,  be  arlded  that 
of  the  remaining  113  teachers  93  held 
various  certificates  from  the  Education 
Department  which  would  qualify  them  to 
act  as  teachers  under  that  Department. 
As  regards  the  second  and  third  para- 
graphs, I  have  stated  to  the  House,  in 


reply  to  a  question  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Shoreditch  imd  in  the  discussion  on 
the  vote  for  the  Local  Govemmenb 
Board,  that  I  had  communicated  with  the 
Education  Department  as  to  the  in- 
spection of  Poor  Law  Schools  by  in- 
spectors of  that  Department,  so  far  as  the 
educational  work  in  the  schools  is  con- 
cerned. The  Education  Department^ 
however,  felt  a  difficulty  in  assenting  to 
this  arrangement,  unless  the  inspection  of 
the  schools  was  transferred  to  them  in 
its  entirety,  including  not  only  the 
education  given  in  the  schoolroom,  but 
also  the  boding  and  other  arrangements. 
In  this  I  was  unable  to  concur. 

LIVERPOOL  POST  OFFICE. 
Mr.  STEADMAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster-General,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  poUce  pensioners  are  about  to 
be  employed  as  hall  porters,  in  the  room, 
of  allowanced  postmen,  in  the  new  post 
office  at  Liverpool;  whether  the  Fost- 
master-General  is  aware  that  these  easy 
positions,  being  reserved  for  postmen* 
enabled  many  postmen  to  hold  out  at 
work  until  sixty  years  of  age ;  whether 
two  ex-police-sergeants  about  to  be 
appointed  to  these  positions  are  in  receipt 
of  pensions  of  358.  and  40s.  per  week  re- 
spectively ;  and  whether  policemen  who 
receive  two-thirds  of  their  pay  in  pension 
after  twenty-six  years'  service  (making 
them  about  forty-eight  years  of  age)  are 
now  to  be  added  to  soldier  pensioners  in 
claiming  the  easy  places  in  the  Post  Office 
formerly  held  by  postmen. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  The  answer  to  the  first  paragraph 
is  "  Yes,"  and  to  the  second  "  No."  TTie 
duties  of  doorkeepers  and  night  patrols 
are  more  suited  to  police  constables  than 
to  postmen,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
extend  to  Liverpool  the  London  s^tem 
under  which  a  force  of  poUce  pensioners 
is  employed  on  such  duties.  The  chanjge, 
which  will  eflFect  a  considerable  reduction 
of  expense,  will  he  carried  out  gradually. 
No  appointments  have  yet  been  made. 

MEDICAL  TREATMENT  OF  POSTMEN. 
Mr.  STEADMAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster-Gener^,  on  what  grounm 
two  postmen  for  many  years  employed 
at  the  Maldon  head  office  and  two  years 
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emce  traasferred  to  a  sub-office  under 
MaldoUi  less  than  a  mile  from  tbe  head 
office,  whose  duties  are  partially  per^ 
formed  in  Maldon  itself,  have  been 
removed  from  the  Hat  of  men  entitled  to 
receive  gratuitous  medical  treatment  from 
the  Departmental  medical  officer  for 
Maldon. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  names  of  these 
two  men  were  removed  from  the  Medical 
Officer's  Capitation  List  under  a  mis- 
Apprehensimi,  and  instructions  have  been 
given  for  them  to  be  restored  to  the  list. 

DUNDALK  POSTMASTERSHIP. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  {Moiiaghan,-N.) :  I 
"beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
AS  representing  the  Postmaster-Greneral, 
■will  he  state  the  name  of  the  gentleman 
who  has  been  promoted  to  the  postmaster- 
diip  of  Dundalk  and  the  name  of  the 
office  he  has  been  promoted  from ;  whether 
lie  can  say  if  the  vacancy  created  by  tbe 
removal  has  been  filled  up,  and  by  whom ; 
and  how  many  applications  were  sent  in 
for  this  vacancy. 

Mr.  HANBUEY:  Mr.  Robert  Swale 
lias  been  promoted  from  the  Postmaster- 
ship  of  Coleraiiie  to  that  of  Dundalk. 
The  vacancy  at  Coleraine  has  not  yet  been 
filled  up.  It  may  be  necessary  to  revise 
the  salary  for  the  incoming  Postmaster  of 
Cderain^  and  candidates  have  not  yet 
been  invited  to  apply. 

CROLLY  BRIDGE  POSTAL  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General, 
-when  the  promised  daily  delivery  of 
letters  at  Crolly  Bridge,  Bunbe^  county 
Donegal,  will  be  commenced. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  Authority  has  been 
riven  for  aflFording  a  delivery  of  letters  at 
Crolly  Bridge  every  week  day,  and  the 
-arrangements  will  be  brought  into  opera- 
tion with  the  least  possible  delay. 

PORT  NESS  AND  THE  ROYAL  NATIONAL 
LIFEBOAT  INSTITUTION. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Secretai^  for  Scot- 
land is  aware  that  a  lifeboat  is  u^ntly 
needed  at  Port  of  Ness,  Island  of  Lewis ; 
.and,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the 
.Secretary  to  the  Koyal  National  Lifeboat 
Institution  has  annoimced  that  his  Com- 
.mittee  will  be  prepared  to  consider  the 


question  of  the  establishment  of  a  lifeboat 
station  at  Port  of  Ness  as  soon  as  the 
harbour  works  are  complete,  will  steps  be 
taken  to  finish  the  works  at  an  early 
date. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  had  not  beard  of  any 
application  for  the  establishment  of  a 
lifeboat  station  at  the  Port  of  Ness.  He 
would  be  glad  to  see  the  harbour  finished, 
but  cannot  intervene  further  than  he  has 
done  in  the  dispute  that  has  been  going 
on  for  some  years  between  the  trustees  and 
the  contractor. 

Mr.  weir  :  What  steps  have  been 
taken  to  bring  to  an  end  the  dispute 
between  the  trustees  and  the  con- 
tractors ? 

*Mr.  a,  graham  MURRAY  i  We 
have  done  everything  in  our  power  to 
bring  it  to  an  end ;  of  course,  we  cannot 

interfere  directly. 

SCHOOL  INSPECTION  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  a  statement 
on  p^e  6  of  the  !^ucation  Report  for 
the  Northern  Division  of  Scotland  for 
1898,  made  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
inspectors  of  schools,  that  he  has  only 
been  able  to  get  through  the  work  of 
inspection  by  giving  to  it  every  one  of 
his  holidays,  will  he  make  arrangements 
so  that  this  inspector  gets  his  full  annual 
leave  of  absence  this  year. 

*Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  As  I 
have  already  stated,  the  Department  is 
prepared  to  consider  any  case  in  which 
inadeqviacy  in  the  staff  for  the  pro|>er  dis- 
char^  of  the  work  of  inspection  is 
thoroughly  established,  and  will  endea- 
vour to  arrange  as  far  as  possible  that  the 
annual  leave  of  the  inspectors  be  not 
interfered  with ;  but  no  pledge  of  the 
nature  suggested  can  be  given  with  regard 
to  any  public  official. 

Mr.  WEIR :  Having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  this  inspector  has  sacrificed  his  holi- 
days in  the  past,  will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  see  that  he  at  least  gets  his 
full  leave  this  year  I 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

Mr.  weir  :  I  shall  call  attention  to 
this  on  the  Estimates. 
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PORTMAHOMACK  HARBOUR. 

Mb.  ■WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  what  amount  <^ 
local  snbscription  ia  ud  of  the  impTore- 
ment  of  Fortmahomack  Harbour  wouM 
be  considered  by  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land as  sufficient  to  warrant  him  in 
approaching  the  Treasiu'y  for  a  special 
grant  in  aid  of  the  work.  * 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  Since 
the  12tb  May  the  hon.  Member  has  given 

notice  of  four  questions  with  reference  to 
the  grant  of  Government  money  for  the 
improvement  of  the  fishing  harbour  of 
Fortmahomack,  in  the  Dornoch  Firth, 
The  estimated  cost  of  these  improvements 
is  X4,500,  a  sum  above  the  limit  of  grants 
under  the  West  Highlands  and  Islands 
Works  Act.  The  pansh  is  not  a  congested 
one,  so  the  harbour  cannot  be  aided  from 
the  ftmds  at  the  disposal  oi  the  Congested 
Districts  Board.  A  Standing  Ccnnmittee 
has  recently  been  appoint^  to  inquire 
into  applications  from  local  authorities  for 
Government  assistance  in  constructing 
harbours.  The  Treasury  have  ruled  that 
cases  should  only  be  referred  to  this  Com- 
mittee— first,  where  the  local  authority  will 
undertake  and  be  in  a  position  to  ensure 
the  permanent  maintenance  of  the  har- 
bour ;  and,  secondly,  where  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  cost  is  provided  from  local  or 
outside  sources.  When  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  satisfied  that  these  two  cona- 
tions are  complied  with  in  the  case 
Fortmahomack  Harbour^he  ^ill  be  happy 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee. 

SCOTTISH   CONGESTED  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
on  page  9  of  the  Report  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  it  is  stated  that  the 
Board  have  received  applications  for  new 
holdings,  or  for  the  extension  of  existing 
holdings,  from  the  island  parts  of  the 
counties  of  Argyll,  Inverness,  Roes,  and 
Shetland,  will  he  state  how  many  such 
applications  have  been  received  from  each 
county ;  and  whether  it  has  been  found 
possible,  up  to  the  present  time,  to  accede 
to  the  request  of  any  of  the  applicants. 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  I  am 
informed  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  that  six  applications  have  been 
received  from  Argyllshire,  three  from 
Ross-shire,  twenty-nine  from  Inverness- 
shire  and  one  from  Shetland.    So  far  the 


Board  have  onl^  been  able  to  help  in  the^ 
case  of  apfdicabons  from  iBvemess-shiro. 

IRISH  BANKRUPTCY  PROCEDURE. 

Mr.  CAREW  (Dublin,  College  Green) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  if  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  proposed  Orders  relating  to  the 
procedure  in  the  Court  of  BauKruptcy, 
Ireland,  published  in  the  Dublin  Gazdte  oT 
16th  June,  1899 ;  whether  he  is  awarft 
that  the  Official  liquidator  (Ireland)  Bill, 
which  was  similar  to  ^e  latter  part  of 
Order  No.  250,  was  withdrawn  by  tho 
late  Government  in  1893,  and  that  the 
said  Order  is  an  exact  copy  of  one  that 
appeared  in  the  Dublin  Gazette  of  10th 
Au^st,  1896,  which  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland  declined  to  sign  ;  what  objec- 
tions were  received  against  the  confirma- 
tion of  that  Order,  and  what  were  thfr 
grounds  lu'ged  in  these  objections;  and 
at  whose  request  are  the  proposed  changes. 
now  being  made,  and  what  grounds  have 
been  given  for  the  proposed  changes. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  The  answer  to  the  first 
paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.  In 
answer  to  the  second  paragraph,  the  Bill 
in  question,  after  having  been  amended 
in  Committee,  was  either  withdrawn  by 
the  late  Gbvenunent  or  dropped.  There 
appears  to  be  some  resemblance  between 
one  of  the  clauses  in  that  Bill  and  the 
latter  part  of  the  Order  referred  to,  inas- 
much as  under  both  the  official  assignees- 
are  eligible  to  be  appointed  official 
liquidators.  The  Dublin  Gazette  was  not 
published  on  the  10th  August,  1896,  and 
no  such  Order  appeared  in  any  copies  of 
the  Gazette  published  in  August  of  that 
year.  The  Gazette  of  the  16th  June, 
1899,  contains  the  print  of  provisional 
Rules  recommended  by  the  'SUde  recom- 
mending authority  (which  includes  all  the 
Judges  of  the  High  Court),  and  before 
they  are  made  final  any  public  body  cab 
submit  objections  for  consideration. 

ULSTER  ASSIZES. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I  beg. 
to  ask  Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland 
why  the  winter  assize  for  Ulster  has  been 
held  in  either  Belfast  or  Derry  for  many- 
years  past ;  and  will  the  City  of  Armagh 
again  be  passed  over  this  year. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND    (Mr.    Dunbar.  Barton„ 
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AmuKh,  Mid.)  was  undeistood  to  replv 
that  ne  waa  not  resp(Huible  in  tiua 
matter. 

IRISH   INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  aak  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
<d  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Nenagh  magistrates  recently  committed  to 
induffbrial  schools  the  children  of  two 
widows,  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
destitute,  and  without  visible  means  of 
support ;  will  he  state  by  whose  orders 
the  children  were  turned  out  of  the 
schools,  and  were  afterwards  dropped 
out  on  the  railway  platform  at  Nenagh 
without  anyone  to  look  after  them  (their 
mothers  having  left),  and  without  having 
a  home  to  go  to  ;  were  any  steps  taken 
beforehuid  to  quash  the  magistrates' 
order  as  illegal,  and  is  there  any  oflScial 
machinery  lor  superseding  such  orders 
without  appeal  or  resort  tolegal  tribunals ; 
is  he  aware  that  the  Nenagh  justices  then 
a  second  time  committed  the  children  to 
industrial  schools,  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  found  wandering,  and  not 
having  any  house  or  settled  place 
of  abode  or  proper  guardianship  or 
visible  means  of  subsistence ;  was 
this  commitment  an  act  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  justices ;  if  not,  was  it 
quashed  by  any  competent  tribunal ;  does 
the  order  remun  on  record  as  a  valid 
commitment,  and  by  what  authority  did 
the  Castle  officials  once  more  command 
the  managers  of  the  schools  of  Birr  and 
Galway  to  turn  the  children  out ;  is  he 
aware  that  a  lad  of  eleven  years  was  in 
consequence  deposited  for  the  second  time 
on  the  platform  at  Nenagh,  having  neither 
a  home  nor  friends  to  go  to,  and  that  the 
sisters  of  mercy  in  charge  of  the  Birr  In- 
dustrial School  refused  on  the  second 
occasion'  to  turn  out  the  little  girls ;  will 
he  state  who  is  the  official  responsible  for 
overruling  a  legal  decision;  on  what 
powers  is  he  [woceeding ;  and  do  the 
Government  propose  to  taka  any  steps  in 
the  matter. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LANDJMr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Cen- 
tral) :  This  question  appears  to  refer  to 
the  cases  of  four  children,  three  girls  and 
a  boy,  who  were  committed  to  industrial 
schools  by  the  magistrates  at  Nenagh 
Petty  Sessions  on  the  25th  February  last, 
the  ground  of  commital  stated  in  each 
case l>eing  that  the  child  was  destitute 


and  an  orphan.    The  orders  of  committal 
were  not  only  contrary  to  fact,  the 
mothers  of  the  children  being  alive,  but 
were  bad  in  law,  since  they  were  not  in 
accordance  with  the  form  prescribed  by 
Statute.  The  magistrates  were  afforded  an 
opportunity  of  amending  the  Orders,  but 
the  Chairman  stated  it  was  impossible  to 
amend  them  so  as  to  bring  the  cases 
within  the  Act  of  Parliament.   In  these 
circumstances  I  had  no  altemativa  but  to 
direct  the  digdiarge  of  the  children. 
This  was  done  by  me  on  the  10th  of  ApriL 
The  boy  left  the  school  on  the  26th  of 
April ;  he  was  accompanied  by  one  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  to  Limerick  and  there 
handed  over  to  a  person  to  be  conveyed 
to  Nenagh.    On  his  arrival  at  Nenagh  he 
went  to  his  sister,  who  was  in  domestic 
service.    On  the  29th  of  April  an  appli- 
cation was  made  to  the  magistrates  for 
his  recommittal,  as  well  as  for  the  recom- 
mittal of  the  three  ^rla  who,  I  may 
observe,  were  still  detained  in  the  indus- 
trial school  and  were  not,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  discharged  from  the  school  until  the 
5th  of  May.    On  the  6th  of  May  the 
magistrates  recommitted  the  four  children 
on  the  ground  that  they  had  been  found 
wandering  and  had  no  visible  means  of 
subsistence.     The    mothers    of  these 
children,  who  on  the  occasion  of  their 
first  committal  were  describ3d  as  orphans, 
disappeared  when  the  order  for  their  dis- 
charge was  issued  on  the  10th  of  April. 
Having  carefulhr  reviewed  all  the  facts  of 
the  cases,  I  waa  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  situation  (rf  the  children  in  having  on 
the'second  occasion  been  found  wandering 
and  without  visible  means  of  subsistence 
was   the    result    of    an  arrangement 
deliberately   designed  to    qualiiy  the 
children  for  admission  to  an  Industrial 
School,  and  did  not  arise  from  a  natural 
course  of  events.      I,   therefore,  again 
exercised  the  authority  vested  in  me  by 
the  33rd  Section  of  the  Industrial  Schools 
Act  of  1868,  by  ordering  the  discharge  of 
the  children.    Neither  m  the  Orders  waa 
quashed.    One  was  on  the  face  of  it  bad 
and  made  without  jurisdiction,  and  the 
other  was  obviously  procured  by  the  con- 
trivance I  have  mentioned. 


Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  AVhat  tribunal 
decided  that  these  Orders  were  bad  in 
lawl  On  what  ground  does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  presume  to  exercise  ^e 
authority  of  a  court  of  justice  1 
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Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  Industrial 
Schools  Act  gives  the  Chief  Secretary 
absolute  discretion  to  discharge  children. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  But  what  tri- 
bunal decided  that  the  Orders  were  bad 
in  law  1  What  tribunal  has  power  except 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  f 

MR.G.  W.  BALFOUR:  That  is  not 
the  question.  The  Chief  Secretary  has 
the  power. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  That  is  not  my 
point.  The  magistrates  made  the  Orders, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  stated 
that  they  were  bad  in  law.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  not  the  law.  The  only 
court  with  power  to  review  the  Orders  is 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench.  U  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thinks  the  Orders  are  bad 
in  law,  why  does  he  not  direct  his 
Attorney-General  to  quash  them  t 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR ;  The  Chief 
Secretary  is  actually  empowered  to  dis- 
charge the  children.  Of  course  he  acts 
on  the  advice  of  his  legal  officers, 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  ask  what 

tribunal  d-^cided  that  the  magistrates' 
order  was  bad.  I  did  not  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  or  not  he  had 
power  to  discharge  the  children,  but  by 
what  authority  he  decided  that  the 
decision  of  two  magistrates  was  bad  in 
law? 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  has  answered  the  question. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  No,  Sir. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  He  has  said  that  no 
Court  overruled  the  decision  of  the  magis- 
trates, but  that  he  has  acted  under  an  Act 
of  Parliament  which  empowered  him  to 
discharge  the  children. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  will  call  further 
attention  to  this  matter.  I  do  not  ques- 
tion his  discretion  to  discharge.  What  I 
have  questioned  is  his  right  to  describe 
the  Orders  as  illegal.  Is  he  a  new 
Removable  Court  1 

MONAGHAN  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
sheriffs  account  for  the  County  Monaghan  j 


local  government  elections  amounted  in 
the  gross  to  a  sum  of  £1,351  12s.  Id., 
although  certain  candidates  in  several  of 
the  divisions  received  a  very  small  number 
of  votes ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  this 
expenditure,  he  can  now  see  bis  way  to 
devise  means  by  which  such  contests  may 
be  discouraged. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  believe  the 
cost  of  the  first  elections  in  County 
Monaghan  amounted  to  the  sum  stated. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
there  were  twenty  county  council  elec- 
tions and  seventy  district  council  elections 
to  be  arranged  for,  and  that  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  sum  mentioned  was 
applied  in  the  purchase  of  ballot  boxes 
and  compartments  which  will  be  available 
for  future  elections.  As  r^rds  tho 
second  paragraph,  I  have  nothing  to  add 
to  my  reply  to  the  hon.  Member's  previous 
question  of  the  8th  June  on  the  same 
subject. 

IRISH  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS 
CIRCULAR, 

Mr.  MACALEESE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loia  Lieutoiant 
of  Ireland  has  he  received  a  copy  of  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  Monaghan 
County  Council  respectfully  asking  for 
the  withdrawal  of  a  recent  circular 
affecting  the  usefulness  of  industrial 
schools  in  Ireland ;  and  if  he,  giving 
heed  to  this  and  other  representations  to 
the  same  effect,  can  advise  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  withdraw  the  circular  in 
question. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  have  re- 
ceived  a  copy  of  the  resolution  referred 
to  in  the  first  paragraph.  In  answer  to 
the  second  paragraph,  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  replies  previously  given  by  me 
on  this  subject. 

HOLIDAYS  OF  IRISH  POOR  LAW 
OFFICIALS. 

Mr.  young  :  (Cavan,  K) :  I  b^  to  - 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  Ireland  propose  to 
make  arrangements,  by  regulation  or 
otherwise,  for  securing  to  the  Poor  Law 
officials,  other  than  dispensary  doctors, 
similar  annual  holidays;  and  what  is 
now  the  number  of  such  annual  holidays 
allowed  to  such  doctors. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  regula- 
tions  with  respect  to  the  duties,  etc.,  of 
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Union  officers  are  now  being  revised  by 
the  Local  Grovemment  Board,  and  the 
•question  of  annual  holidays  to  Poor  Law 
officials  will  receive  consideration  in  con- 
nection therewith.  Under  Article  28  of 
the  new  Dispensary  Regulations  an 
.annual  vacation  not  exceeding  four  weeks 
iB  allowed  to  dispensary  medical  officers. 
!No  similar  fixed  rule  has  been  hitherto 
laid  down  with  respect  to  other  Poor 
Xbw  officials. 

RIVER   BARROW  DRAINAGE. 

Dr.  MacDONNELL  (Queen's  County, 
XiOix) :  I  beg  to  aak  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
has  received  a  resolution  from  the  Queen's 
•County  County  Council  requesting  that  a 
CTant  should  be  made  from  the  Imperial 
Exchequer  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  drainage  of  the  River  Barrow ;  and  if 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to' 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  Queen's  County 
County  Council. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  A  copy  of  the 
resolution  referred  to  has  been  received. 
I  am  afraid  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my 
replies  to  previous  questions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Barrow  drainage,  or  to  the 
■communications  already  adm^ssed  by  me 
to  local  bodies  on  the  same  subject. 

IRISH   LUNACY  GRANT. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
•of  Ireland  if  he  can  allay  the  apprehen- 
sion created  in  some  districts  in  Ireland 
that  there  will  be  delay  or  non-payment 
•of  the  equivalent  for  the  4s.  grant  for 
lunatics  in  consequence  of  the  new  ar- 
rangements under  the  Local  Government 
Act. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  On  the  16th 
June  the  Bank  of  Ireland  was  authorised 
to  pay  out  of  the  Local  Taxation  Account 
the  cbims  of  all  the  asylums  in  Ireland 
in  respect  of  the  year  ending  3l8t  Decem- 
ber, 1898,  which  had  come  in  by  that  date 
4iudited  and  certified  by  the  auditors. 
The  claims  of  four  asylums  only  were  out- 
standing on  the  16th  June ;  two  of  these 
have  since  been  received  and  paid ;  the 
xemaining  two  will  be  pud  when 
received. 

IRISH  TITHE  RENT-CHARGE. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
4uk  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  the  Treasury 


Memorandum  on  the  Iridi  Tithe  Rent- 
charge  BUI  will  be  circulated. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  This  Memo- 
randum is  not  yet  quite  ready,  but  there 
will  be  no  delay  in  laying  it  (m  the  Table. 

TRANSVAAL  AFFAIRS. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  I  wish  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury — with  reference 
to  what  appears  to  be  an  officiiQ  com- 
munique in  The  Times  newspaper  this 
morning  with  regard  to  the  despatoh  of 
troops  to  South  Africa — whether  he  has 
any  statement  to  make  to  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  subject. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREAS- 
URY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchesteri 
E.) :  I  am  not  aware  that  the  statement 
which  appears  in  Tite  Times  is  a  coia- 
muniqui^  but  I  have  to  say,  since  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asks  me,  that  no 
contingency  has  yet  arisen  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Government,  necessitates 
any  material  increase  in  the  forces  now 
stationed  in  South  Africa.  But,  in 
existing  circumstances,  we  think  it  is 
necessary  to  bring  that  force  up  to  a 
proper  standard  of  efficiency  and  mobility. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELIx-BANNERMAN: 
It  is  not  with  regard  to  the  bringing  up 
of  the  forces  alr^y  in  South  Africa  to 
a  certain  state  of  efficiency  that  I  wish  to 
inquire.  It  is  as  to  this  paragraph  in  an 
apparently  official  statement — 

"  The  ComniMider-  in-Chief  has  been  engaged 
in  completing  the  organiRation  and  compoHition 
of  the  larger  force  which  it  will  be  necessary 
to  despatch  to  South  Africa  in  the  e%-eDt_of 
the  n^otiations  at  present  in  progress  with 
tlie  Government  of  the  Transvaal  proving 
unsuccessful." 

It  is  with  regard  to  that— a  new  declara- 
tion of  Government  policy — that  I  wish 
to  ask. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  No.  Sir,  there 
is  no  declaration  of  policy  in  that  parar 
OTaph.  But  I  conceive  that  the  War 
Office  would  be  extraordinarily  wanting 
in  the  most  obvious  duties  if  they  were 
not  prepared  for  any  emergency,  how- 
ever undesirable  and  however  unlikely, 
which  could  possibly  arise. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton- 
shire) :  May  I  ask  whether  the  officers 
stated  in  this  ammuniquS  to  be  going  out 
to  South  Africa  to  organise  the  forces  are 
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to  go  into  the  Cape  Colony  and  into  Natal 
to  organise  them ;  and,  if  so,  is  it  with 
the  consent  of  the  Ministers  of  those 
colonies  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
know. 


Commander  BETHELL  (Yorkshire, 
Holdemess) :  Can  my  right  hon.  friend 
inform  the  House  in  what  circumstances 
these  special  officers  are  likely  to  be  used, 
and  against  what  enemies  of  the  Queen  "i 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir.  My 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  is  quite  as  much 
of  a  prophet  as  I  am,  and  it  would  require 
the  gift  of  prophecy  to  predict  all  these 
contmgenciea. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  when  it  is  proposed  to 
resume  consideration  of  the  Scottish  Votes 
in  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  cannot  at 
present  make  any  statement  about  Suf^ply. 
I  have  promised,  as  regards  next  Friday 
to  give  an  answer  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
but  I  can  say  no  more  at  present, 

Mr.  DILLON:  May  I  ask  with 
reference  to  the  motion  for  devoting  three 
additional  days  to  Supply,  whether  the 
Oovemment  will  give  one  of  those  days 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Irish  Votes. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  what  I  said  yesterday  with 
regard  to  Irish  Supply.   Three  days  have 
already  been  devoted  to  it,  and  1  am  not  | 
in  a  position  to  say  at  present  that  it  will  i 
be  possible  to  give  more  time  to  it.    I  | 
shall  have  to  see  how  the  number  of  | 
allotted  days  works  out  divided  among  \ 
the  various  competitors  for  time. 

Admiral  FIELD  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  when  the  Shipbuilding 
and  Admiralty  Votes  will  be  tt^n. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  will  give 
three  days  to  the  Scotch  Estimates,  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  during  the  last 


two  or  three  years  many  of  the  Scotch. 
Votes  have  not  been  dismissed  at  aU. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  should 
always  regret  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
not  full  opportunity  of  expressing  hift 
views. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man see  his  way  to  give  more  than  one 
day  to  the  discussion  of  the  Home  Office- 
Vote.  There  were  a  great  many  subjecta- 
to  be  raised,  one  oi  mem  being  vivisec- 
tion. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  believe  that- 
there  was  a  discussion  last  year  on  the 
subject  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers, 
but  he  will  agree  that  my  difficulties  are 
considerable.    The  hon.  Gentleman  next- 
to  him  wants  another  day  for  Irish  Supply ; 
the  hon.  Gentleman  himself  wants  another- 
day  for  the  Home  Office  Vote  ;  my  hon. 
and  Gallant  Friend  wants  a  day  for  the 
Admiralty  Vote ;  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ross  wishes  tiiree  days  to  be  given  to 
Scotch  Votes. 

aiR.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  There  wa» 
no  discussion  of  vivisection  last  year  on 
the  Estimates.  I  raised  the  question  on 
the  Appropriation  Bill,  and,  quite  rightly^ 
I  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker 
three  times  in  five  minutes. 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  BILL  [Lonift]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the- 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc. 

Report  to  He  upon  the  Table,  and  to  b& 
printed.    (No.  270.) 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Standing  Committee  to  be  printed.  (No. 
270.) 

Bill  as  amended  in  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, to  be  taken  into  condderaticm 
upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 

(Bill  265.) 

SUPPLY  (ADDITIONAL  DAYS). 

Ordered  that  three  additional  days  be- 
allotted  to  the  Business  of  Supply.— (Jtfr^ 

Sal/our.) 
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SUPPLY  [I8th  Alloted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Glass  III. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, '*That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
je39,232,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
mentduringtheyearendingon  the  3l8tday 
of  March,  1900,for  the  Sakries  of  the  Law 
Officers'  Department ;  the  Salaries  and 
Eirpenses  of  the  Department  of  the 
Solicitor  for  the  Affairs  of  Her  Majesty's 
Treaaury,  Queen's  Proctor,  and  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions ;  the  costs  of  prose- 
cutions, of  other  legal  proceedings,  and  of 
Parlumentary  agency." 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  move  to  reduce 
this  vote  by  for  the  purpose  of  call- 
ing attention  to  the  very  unsatisfactory 
manner  in  which  the  Attorney-General 
and  Solicitor-General  are  paid.  They  are 
remunerated  by  a  system  of  salaries  and 
fees.  The  system  is  a  bad  one.  I  think 
they  should  be  paid  by  salary  entirely, 
and  I  hope  that,  in  his  reply  to  me,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will  be  able 
to  give  me  some  assurance  that  steps  are 
being  taken  in  that  direction.  I  wish  also 
to  call  attention  to  the  allowance  for  per- 
sonal clerks.  Since  the  Attorney-General 
and  Solicitor-General  are  paid  by  salary 
and  fees,  they  surely  ought  to  be  able  to 
provide  the  sum  necessary  for  paying 
their  personal  clerks.  Certainly  the  tax- 
payers should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay 
it.  I  beUeve  the  Attorney-General  gets 
a  salary  of  £6,000  or  J£7,000,  and,  in 
addition,  a  nearly  equal  amount  in  fees. 
The  Solicitor-General  receives  very  nearly 
as  much,  and  I  do  think  that,  if  these 
gentlemen  had  any  modesty  at  all,  they 
would  be  ashamed  to  charge  this  paltry 
sum  for  their  personal  clerks.  I  beg  to 
move. 

Motion  made  and  question  proposed — 

"That  Item  A  be  reduced  bv  £455,  Id  respect 
of  the  Allomtnce  for  Persoiuu  Clerks." — {Sfr. 
Weir.y 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  I  do 
not  know  whether  I  ^all  support  this 


reduction  or  not;  it  depends  entirely' 
upon  the  answer  of  the  Solicitor<}eneral.- 
I  do  think  that  some  explanation  should 
be  given  to  the  Committee  in  regard  to- 
the  system  imder  which  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  are  paid.  A  new  system 
of  remunerating  the  Law  Officers  has- 
recently  been  wlopted  by  the  present 
Government.  There  was  a  good  deal  of 
trouble  for  six  or  seven  years  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter.  The  late 
Government  established  a  method  of 
payment  which  enabled  the  House  <d' 
Commons  to  know  exactly  how  much 
both  these  officers  received,  but  this- 
(Tovemment  has  adopted  the  unusual) 
course  of  reverting  to  the  old  system, 
of  payment  by  salary,  supplemented- 
by  fees  for  contentious  business. 
We  were  promised  three  years  ago* 
a  Return  in  continuation  of  a  Paper 
laid  upon  the  Table  showing  ^be  total 
emoluments  of  the  Law  Officers.  I  am 
told,  however,  that  that  Return  has  not 
been  made,  and  I  suggest  that  that  is  a 
breach  of  a  distinct  promise  given  to  the 
Committee.  There  is  only  one  further 
question  I  wish  to  raise,  and  that  is  in 
connection  with  the  Railway  Commission^ 
We  have  sometimes  criticised  that  body 
very  severely.  I  believe  that  the  salaries- 
of  the  Commissioners  are  included  in  this 
Vote.  They  have  done  some  useful  work,, 
especially  in  re^rd  to  workmen's  trains^ 
and  I  should  oe  glad  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  &mld  give  us  some 
details  of  the  work  accomplished,  and 
some  information  as  to  the  number  of 
days  the  Commission  has  sat. 

The  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  (Sir  R. 
B.  FiNLAY,  Inverness  Burghs) :  In  reply- 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Ross,  and  his 
complaint  of  the  charge  for  personal 
clerks,  I  would  remind  the  Committee 
that  under  the  old  system  these  clerks  wero 
{mid  entirely  by  fees,  and  when  the  change 
took  place  and  the  salaries  of  the  Law 
Officers  were  made  to  cover  all  contentious 
business  it  became  necessary,  of  course,  to 
make  a  new  arrangement  for  the  pay- 
ment of  clerks.  An  understanding  waa 
accordingly  come  to  that  a  certain  allow- 
ance should  be  granted  for  them.  There 
had  been  a  want  of  continuity  in  the  Law 
Officers'  Department,  and  it  was  found 
necessary  some  years  ago  to  establish  a. 
Department  where  these  clerks  on  modest 
salaries  might  be  able  to  keep  up  the  con- 
tinuity of  the  work.    I  do  not  think  the 
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•Cominittee  vill  see  anything  to  complain 
of  in  an  arran^ment  of  tlutt  kind.  Hie 
other  itfflna  in  the  Vote  have  reference  to 
the  cost  of  criminal  prosecutions  incurred 
dn  connection  with  cases  taken  up  at  the 
public  expense,  and  I  do  not  think  I  need 
^well  upon  them.  I  am  not  prerared  to 
give  the  number  of  sittings  of  the  Railway 
Commissioners,  but  I  may  say  I  think  the 
public  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  way  in  which  the  work  is  done. 
With  regard  to  the  Return  which  the  hon. 
JVfember  for  Ishngton  says  was  promised 
by  the  Attorney-General,  I  do  not 
remember  the  circumstances,  but  I  Mrill 
make  inquiry,  and  lean  assure  himthatany 
pledge  given  by  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  will  most  certainly  be  carried  out. 

JIr.  lough  ;  I  really  think  the  reply 

•of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  is 
rather  unsatisfactory.  Unfortunately 
the  Attorney-General  is  away,  and  he  is 
not  likely  to  be  herewhenthe  Keportof  this 
Vote  is  taken.  I  do  not  think  we  should 
part  with  the  Vote  until  we  get  an 

■answer  to  my  question.  It  is  admitted 
that  a  change  hag  been  made  in  the 
system  of  remunerating  the  Law  Officers, 

■and  we  want  to  be  able  to  compare  the 
new  system  with  the  old  system.  We 
discussed  this  point  three  years  ago,  and 
we  were  promised  a  Return  showing  the 

■  exact  amount  received  by  the  Law 
Officers.  That  Return  we  have  not  yet 
received.  1  should  like  to  point  out, 
further,  that  no  explanation  appears  on 
the  Votes  in  connection  with  the  items 
lettered  B,  C,  D,  £,  and  F. 

rTHE  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order  I 
'This  is  a  motion  to  reduce  a  particular 
item,  and  the  Debate  must  be  confined  to 
that  item. 

SiK  R.  R  FINLAY  :  I  can  only  repeat 
■that  I  will  inquire  exactly  what  took 
place,  and  if  the  Return  was  promised  it 
certainly  shall  be  prepared. 

Mr.  weir  :  Can  the  hon.  and  learned 
'Gentleman  state  the  exact  amount  he  has 
received  by  way  of  fees,  in  addition  to  his 
salary  of  X6,000  ] 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  I  am  afraid  I 
^jannot  answer  that,  but  of  course  the 
.figures  will  appear  in  the  Return. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  leave  to 
(vithdraw  my  motion,  in  view  oi  the 


promise  that  we  shall  have  this  informa- 
tion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  LOUGH :  Can  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  give  any  further  explanation 
as  to  items  B,  C,  D,  E,  and  F1  They 
cover  a  sum  of  £50,000  or  more. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY:  These  ar«  the 
costs  of  criminal  prosecutions  in  cases 
taken  up  at  the  public  expense.  The 
Committee  will  see  that,  to  give  fuller  ex- 
planations in  the  Votes  of  these  items, 
would  really  mean  furnishing  the  bills  of 
costs  incurred  in  these  criminal  prosecu- 
tions and  other  proceedings.  It  would  be 
an  almost  impossible  task  to  do  this. 

Mr.  weir  :  mat  about  item  C  t  Is 
there  any  special  business  warranting  the 

increase  in  that  ? 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  It  ia  an  involun- 
tary increase  due  to  the  nature  of  the 
business  and  the  greater  proportion  <^ 
costs  recovered.  It  is  an  increased  ex- 
pense which  has  resulted  in  a  reduction 
in  the  amount  of  outstanding  costs. 

Mr.  lough  :  I  think  we  ought  to 
have  further  information  given  us  in  re- 
gard to  the  miscellaneous  law  charges. 
Why  are  the  letters  printed  in  the  Votes 
if  no  explanation  is  to  be  given  1  Surely 
the  object  of  the  letter  is  to  indicate  that 
there  is  an  explanation  elsewhere. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  I  think  the  practice 
pursued  on  this  occasion  is  that  which  is 
always  pursued,  and  if  we  were  to  give 
all  these  minor  details  complaint  would  be 
made  of  expense  uselessly  incurred  in 
printing  them. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  ta 

3.  £13,200,  to  complete  the  sum  far 
Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenses. 

3.  £206,527,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. 

4.  £16,742,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Land  Registry. 

5.  £29,714,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
County  Courts. 
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•Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  What  is  being 
done  to  carry  out  the  understanding 
which  was  come  to  last  year  with  regard 
to  the  taking  of  steps  for  the  reduction  of 


The  financial  SECRETARY  to  ! 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres-  j 
ton) :  Something  has  been  done  in  that . 
direction,  although  there  has  not  been 
a  general  revision.    Of  course,  there  are  ; 
two  opinions  as  to  whether  it  is  desirable 
to  make  any  considerable  reduction.  This  ; 
complaint  really  arose  in  regard  to  the  j 
smaller  cases,  and  while,  on  the  one  hand^ ' 
the  fees  charged  did  seem  unduly  high,  i 
on  the  other  it  was  a  question  if  they  did 
not  have  some  effect  in  diBCOuraging  the 
grant  of  credit  by  tradesmen. 

I 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness-shire) :  I  see 
there  is  an  increase  in  the  fees  of  £1,500: 
i»  that  due  to  any  change  in  the  scales  % 

Mr.  hanbury  :  Ko  change  has  been 
made. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  There  is  a  new  charge 
of  £2,000.  What  is  the  meaning  of 
that  %  Are  you  appointing  any  more 
judges  or  other  officers?  This  is  an 
entirely  new  charge. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  The  Committee 
is  aware  that  a  great  deal  new  work 
has  arisen  in  cwnection  with  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act.  These  expenses 
are  incurred  in  connection  with  that. 

Dr.  CLARK:  What  is  the  money 
spent  for,  or  what  is  it  to  be  spent 
upon) 

Sir  R  B.  FINLAY :  This  is  an  item 
in  respect  of  the  remuneration  of  arbitra- 
tors appointed  under  the  Act. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  think  there  should  be 
some  inquiry  into  the  working  of  the 
county  court  system  in  England.  In 
Scotland  the  cost  is  very  mucn  less,  and 
there  we  do  for  2s.  Id.  about  as  much  as 
two  gaineas  is  chafed  for  in  England. 
I  think  the  eheiroer  Scotch  system  ought 
to  be  introduced  into  this  country: 

Vote  agreed  to. 

6.  £40,968,  to  complete  the.  sum.for 
Police,  England  and  Wales.. 


7.  Motion  made  and  Question  pro- 
posed, *'  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£415,161  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  tO' 
com{dete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst 
day  of  Mai^  1900,  for  the  expenses  of 
the  Prisons  in  England,  Wales,  and  the 
Colonies." 

♦Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  rise  to  move  the  reduction 
of  this  Vote  in  respect  of  the  imprison- 
ment of  debtors.     I  did  so  last  year- 
simply  on  the  general  lines  that  debtors 
were  subjected  to  discipline  which  was 
not  general,  which,  in  fact,  does  not  obtain, 
in  ^tland.    I  think  it  is  very  unfair 
that  we  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  a- 
quota  of  the  expense  of  maintaining 
8,000  debtors  in  England,  while  England 
contributes  nothing  for  any  similar  pur- 
pose in  Scotland.  This  year  there  is  much 
greater  necessity  for  calling  attention  tO' 
this  matter.  Owing  to  an  Act  passed  last 
session  the  treatment  of  debtors  in  English 
prisons  has  been  greatlyaggravated.  With- 
in the  last  couple  of  months  a  circular  based 
on  the  Bill  pa^ed  last  year  has  been  issued, 
and  it  has  called  forw  strong  commenta- 
from  several  county  court  judges.  I  wish, 
to  give  the  Committee  the  opinion  of  one 
or  two  of  those  judges;    On  Ist  May 
the  Birmingham  County  Court  judge. 
Judge   Whitehom,    after  announcing, 
that    he    had    received    a  circular 
from  the  Home  Office    informing  him 
of  the  changes  which  had  been  made^ 
in  the  treatment  of  debtor  prisoners,  said 
there  were  three  main  alterations  of 
which  it  was  only  right  public  notice 
should  be  taken.     The  first  was  that^ 
although    hitherto  debtors    had  been 
allowed  to  obtain  their  food  and  drink, 
from  outside  the  prison,  under  the  new 
rules  they  would- receive  an  allowance  of 
food  similar    to    that  prescribed  for 
offenders  of  the  first  division  who  did  not- 
maintain  themselves.    I  would  ask,  does- 
the  increased  sum  of  £8,000  now  asked 
for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  represent' 
the  amount  required  for  providing  food 
for   these   debtors  1     Again,    as  the 
learned  judge  pointed  out,  they  are  to  be 
required  to  work  at  their  own  trade  or  at- 
some  industry.    They  will  receive  the 
whole  of  their  earnings,  subject  to  a  de- 
duction for  the  cost  of  their  maintenance 
and  the  use  of  implements  furnished  by 
the  {nison.    That  means  that  for  the  first- 
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ttime  in  I  do  not  know  how  many  years 

isince  the  introduction  of  reforms  in  our 
jirison  system  debtors  are  to  be  put  on 
vcompulsory  work.  Hitherto  they  have 
been  confined  in  prison  under  the  fiction, 
not  that  they  owe  money,  but  that 
.they  have  rehued  to  obey  an  order  of  the 
•court.  Now  they  nominally  remain  under 
ithe  rule  sanctioned  by  the  right  hon. 
'Gentleman  as  civil  pi-isoners.  There  is  to 
.be  some  sli^^ht  difference  made  between 
.them  and  criminal  prisoners. 

Me.  DILLON:  None. 

•Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  Theo- 
reticallythere  is  to  be  a  difference, butinall 
material  respects  their  position  is  assimi- 
lated to  that  of  criminal  prisoners.  The 
learned  judge  went  on  to  say  that  the 
.third  chief  change  was,  that  whereas  these 
iprisoners  formerly  had  a  common  room, 
for  use  in  the  daytime,  they  were,  in  the 
I  future,  to  be  confined  to  their  cells  at  all 
•times  except  when  at  chapel,  and  at 
exercise.  Was  there  ever  such  a  retro- 
grade movement  in  connection  with  the 
treatment  of  civil  prisoners  1  Certainly, 
the  debtor  is  still  to  be  allowed  to  wear 
his  own  clothes,  but  it  is  only  due  to  a 
vote  given  in  the  Committee  upstairs 
that  they  are  not  to  be  put  into  prison 
clothes.  Again,theyaretobekeptseparate 
from  the  criminal  prisoners,  and  that  too, 
I  think,  was  owing  to  something  we  did 
upstairs.  In  future  they  are  to  he  allowed 
to  receive  only  one  visitor  and  write  and 
receive  one  letter  a  week.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  rule  in  regard  to  that  has 
hitherto  been  in  England,  but  I  do  know 
what  it  was  in  Scotland  before  imprison- 
ment for  debt  w^as  abolished.  There  they 
were  allowed  to  receive  any  reasonable 
number  of  visitors  and  to  write  any 
reasonable  number  of  letters.  Why 
should  you  prevent  a  man  who  is  in 

trison  in  consequence  of  his  financial 
ifficulties  from  communicating  with 
friends  outside  with  a  view  to  securing 
financial  assistance  1  Why  limit  him  to 
one  letter  a  week  ?  The  County  Court 
judge  further  went  on  to  point  out  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  these  new  rules 
upon  bis  practice.  Inasmuch  as  the 
punishment  was  made  much  more  severe, 
and  as  the  debtors  were  being  brought 
nearer  to  the  status  of  criminals,  he 
thought  that  the  commitment  for  forty 
days,  which  was  deemed  sufficient  under 
the  old  system,  would  find  its  equivalent 

Sir  Charles  Cameron. 


in  twenty  days  under  the  new  BVBtem. 

Judee  Edge,  of  the  Clerkenwell  County 
Court,  has  also  expressed  somewhat 
similar  sentiments,  and  he  added  that  he 
would  require  in  the  future  to  be  satis- 
fied more  definitely  as  to  a  man's 
means  of  paying  before  he  made  a 
committal  order.  Probably  that  is  not 
a  perfectly  accurate  record  of  what  the 
learned  judge  said,  because,  as  a  matter 
of  theory,  a  judge  has  all  along  been  ex- 
pected to  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  debtor's 
means  of  paying  before  committing  him. 
But  the  fact  is,  that  these  cases  are  got 
through  in  a  most  hurried  style,  and  that 
the  evidence  received  is  often  of  such  a 
nature  that  it  is  altogether  unworthy  of 
the  name  of  evidence.  Still  this  judge 
has  said  that  he  will  be  more  stringent  in 
future  in  exacting  proof  of  means.  My 
contention  is  that  this  is  a  retrograde 
movement  in  the  treatment  of  debtors, 
and  that  instead  of  it  we  ought  to  be 
progressing  with  a  view  to  getting  im- 
prisonment for  debt  really  aboushed.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will,  no  doubt,  tell 
the  Committee  that  debtors  are  to  be  sub- 
jected to  compulsory  work  in  consequence 
of  the  report  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee presided  over  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Leeds. 
I  do  not  wish  to '  contest  the  position 
taken  up  in  that  report,  that  if 
debtors  are  kept  in  prison  it  is  better 
that  they  should  have  some  employ- 
ment. But  if  you  are  going  to  make 
the  debtor  a  criming,  then  I  think 
that  affords  us  the  best  argument 
that  can  be  advanced  for  the  total 
abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 
Whoever  heard  of  a  rich  bankrupt  who 
would  not  pay  his  debts  being  sent  to 
prison  t  All  the  8,000  debtors  kept  in 
prison  together  probably  among  them  do 
not  owe  as  much  as  that  gigantic  debtor, 
Mr.  Hooley,  whom  the  Public  Prosecutor 
refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with. 
We  had  the  same  system  working  in 
Scotland,  only  not  quite  so  bad.  In 
England  debtors  are  maintuned  at  the 
cost  of  the  State,  and  not  as  was  the 
case  in  Scotland  at  the  cost  of  the  in- 
carcerating creditor.  Twenty  years  ago 
we  abolished  every  vestige  of  imprisonment 
for  debt  in  Scotland.  Why  should  the 
State  step  in  in  the  case  of  these  small 
debtors  to  give  the  creditor  the  means  of 
enforcing  payment,  which  is  not  done  in 
the  case  of  the  rich )  What  is  the  result  of 
thiasyBtem?  Who  are  the  debts  eventually 
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collected  fromi  Why,  the  screw  is  put  not 
on  the  debtor,  but  on  some  of  his  or  her 
poor  relatives,  who  often  have  to  pawn 
everything  they  can  to  get  the  person  out 
of  prison.  1  may  be  told  that  imprisonment 
ior  debt  does  not  exist,  but  that  it  is  im- 
prisonment for  contempt  of  court ;  but 
that  seems  to  me  to  be  an  aheurd  theory. 
I  am  not  an  advocate  of  allowing 
anything  in  the  shape  of  fraud  to  escape 
punishment,  but  under  Scottish  law  the 
poor  man  who  commits  a  fraud  is  just 
as  liable  to  criminal  proceedings  as  the 
rich  man.  AVhat  is  the  result  under  the 
English  system!  It  may  be  that  some 
peoUar  manages  to  induce  a  poor  man's 
wife  to  buy  goods  which  are  certainly  not 
necessary,  and  the  husband  may  know 
nothing  about  the  debt  until  he  is  brought 
up  before  the  County  Court  judge. 
IMdence  is  given  as  to  his  wages,  andhe 
is  ordered  to  pay  a  certain  amount,  but 
he  cannot  do  it,  and  he  goes  to  prison. 
But  does  imprisonment  purge  that  man's 
debt  ?  Not  at  all,  for  he  may  go  to  prison 
again  and  again,  and  still  be  as  deeply  in 
debt  as  ever.  It  is,  however,  different  with 
the  rich  man,  for  he  never  goes  to  prison 
at  all.  The  rich  man  gets  his  discharge 
unless  there  is  something  very  bad  against 
him,  if  he  can  scrape  together  10s.  m  the 
JE.  I  know  a  case  where  a  bankrupt  put 
all  the  money  he  received  into  his  wife's 
account.  He  then  took  all  the  debts  upon 
his  own  shoulders  ^nd  went  through  the 
Bankruptcy  Court,  and  he  got  his  dis- 
charge despite  all  the  protests  which  his 
creditors  could  make  against  him.  This 
system  doesnot  exist  in  any  other  civilised 
country  but  our  own,  and  it  is  a  barbarous 
system.  I  protest  against  this  Vote, 
iJecause  under  last  year's  Prisons  Act  the 
treatment  of  debtors  has  been  made  in- 
finitely worse,  because  they  have  been  re- 
ducedjif  not  quite  to  the  status  of  criminals, 
to  something  very  nearly  approaching  it. 
Tbat  is  a  retrograde  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
advisers  in  these  matters,  and  the  question 
seems  to  me  to  call  for  a  pronouncement 
of  opinion  on  the  part  tf  this  House,  that 
the  time  has  come  when  imprisonment  for 
debt  should  be  abolished.  I  beg  to  move 
the  reduction  of  this  Vote  by  £500. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  a  sum,  not  exoeedine  £410,lfil,  be 
gnateil  for  the  said  Service.  —<£^w-  Charles 
Camenm,) 


Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  am  very 
glad  that  this  question  has  been  raidra 
to-day,  for  I  beueve  that  the  alteration 
made  in  the  treatment  of  prisoners  for 
debt  was  a  retrograde  movement.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  under  the  present 
regulations  debtors  are  reduced  to  the 
condition  and  status  of  criminals.  I 
remember  the  time  when  the  debtors* 
prison  was  one  of  the  ^leasantest 
places  possible  to  go  in,  providing  you 
had  agreeable  friends.  I  have  spent  many 
pleasant  hours  in  the  Debtors'  Prison, 
Dublin,  where  we  had  a  tennis  court,  and 
where  the  prisoners  were  allowed  to  have 
their  friends  to  spend  a  pleasant  evening. 
Since  the  abolition  of  the  old  Debtors* 
Prison  system  you  have  lowered  the 
status  of  the  unfortunate  debtor  to  that 
of  the  criminal.  Whatever  the  pretext 
may  be  for  imprisonment — whether  it  be 
contempt  of  court  or  treason — the  offence 
of  all  these  individuals  who  are  imprisoned 
really  is  that  they  refuse  to  pay  when  the 
court  thinks  they  are  able  to  pay.  The  way 
the  problem  presents  itself  to  my  mind  is 
that  you  ought  not  to  imprison  any  man  who 
is  not  guilty  of  a  crime  ;  and  the  question 
is,  Is  the  refusal  to  pay  a  debt  a  crime  1 
1  hold  that  it  is  not.  I  believe  a  great 
public  benefit  will  be  done  by  directing 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  fact  that 
a  large  number  of  persons  are  condemned 
to  imprisonment  as  debtors  without  any 
of  the  protection  to  which  the  ordinuy 
citizen  is  surrounded  when  charged  with 
a  crime.  A  debtor,  I  hold,  is  not  guilty 
of  a  crime  according  to  modem  ideas. 
In  olden  times  I  know  he  was,  and  was 
subjected  to  most  cruel  tyranny.  I  main- 
tain that  a  man  who  refuses  to  pay  when 
he  is  able  to  pay  is  not  guilty  of  .a  crime. 
He  may  be  guilty  of  a  moral  offence,  but 
we  do  not  punish  men  for  moral  offences. 
If  a  man  is  guilty  of  fraud  he  ought  to  be 
proceeded  against  for  fraud,  and  ought  to 
be  treated  as  a  criminal,  and  be  afforded 
the  same  protection  as  other  criminals. 
The  judges  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
have  hm  recourse  to  a  remedy  of  their 
own,  and  they  have  cut  down  their 
sentences  accordingly,  in  order  to  com- 
pensate for  the  increased  severity  of  the 
prison  rules.  A  great  many  judges,  how- 
ever, would  take  no  notice  of  this,  and 
would  proceed  to  deal  with  debtors  as 
before.  I  was  much  surprised  to  hear  that 
the  whole  system  had  lieen  swept  away  in 
Scotland.  The  system  does  prevail  in  Ire- 
laikl,  and  it  is  used  in  a  reckless  way.  Some 
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of  the  judges  are  in  the  habit  of  committing 
people  for  different  periods  of  imprison- 
ment for  contempt  of  Court  with  reference 
to  the  non-payment  of  instalments  and 
other  similar  oflFences.  Men  and  women 
are  lying  in  gaol  in  Ireland  who  have 
been  there  for  many  months  without  any 
proper  trial,  and  who,  under  these  new 
regulations,  are  treated  as  criminals, 
alwiough  they  are  first-class  misde- 
meanants— although  they  have  not,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  been  guilty  of  any  crime 
whatever.  I  am  extremely  glad  that  the 
hon.  Member  has  brought  this  matter 
before  the  attention  of  the  House. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  K)r 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
I  am  not  prepared  to  defend  the  law  of 
imprisonment  for  debt,  .but  I  would 
remind  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite  that  the 
state  of  the  law  in  England,  .at  all 
events,  is  that  a  debtor  who,  being 
able  to  pay,  is  adjudged  to  pay 
and  refuses,  is  sent  to  prison. 
It  is  under  those  circumstances,  not  under 
the  very  agreeable  circumstances  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo, 
which  remind  one  of  a  story  by  Dickens, 
that  a  debtor  is  sent  to  prison.  At 
present  it  is  the  practice  of  the  county 
courts  that  a  man  is  sent  to  prison  who  is 
able  to  pay  his  debts,  but  refuses  to  pay 
them.  I  am  not  prepared  now  to  argue 
in  favour  of  the  maintenance  of  that  law  ; 
but  if  I  were  so  inclined,  I  venture  to 
say  this  is  not  the  occasion  to  deal  with 
it.  So  f ar  aa  the  Prison  Commissioners 
are  concerned,  I  am  sure  it  is  no  advan- 
tage to  them  to  get  this  class  of  prisoner 
into  prison.  The  hon.  Baronet  is  perfectly 
right  when  he  says  that  I  balsed  this 
reform  upon  the  recommendations  of 
a  Committee  presided  over  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Leeds,  and  appointed  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  and  predecessor,  whom  I  see 
opposite.  That  Committee  recommended 
in  the  strongest  terms  that  it  was  high 
time  that  a  less  difference  should  be 
made  between  ordinary  prisoners  and 
debtors  than  had  been  the  custom ;  that 
various  abuses  had  grown  tip,  and  that 
there  was  no  reason  why  these  men 
should  not  be  compelled  to  work.  It  was 
regarded  as  an  abuse  that  they  should 
earn  two  or  three  shillings  a  day  by 
refusing  to  pay  their  Just  debts,  and  all 
at   the  expense  of    the   country.  A 

Mr.  mim. 


similar  recommendation  had  also  been 
made  by  former  Prison  Commissioner*- 
and  other  hi^  authorities,  and  it  was 
with  a  view  to  carrying  it  out  that  the 
first  step  was  taken  onder  the  Bill  of  last 
year,  by  giving  power  to  Prison  Com- 
missioners and  Governors  to  stop  the 

Sroviding  of  meals  from  outside  for  these 
ebtors.    The  second  point  refers  to  the 
obligation  compelling  them  to  work.  I 
quite  agree  with  the  hon.  Baronet  that  it 
is  not  a  question  of  fraudulent  debtors, 
but  of  debtors  guilty  of  nothing  but  re- 
fusing to  pay  what  they  are  ordered  to 
pay.    I  have  had  not  only  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  but  frequent  representa- 
tions  from  Prison  Visiting  Committees  in 
Birmingham  and  other    centres,  com- 
plaining of  the  grievous  trouble  there 
was    in    deabng   with    this   class  of 
prisoners ;  that    the    latitude  allowed 
them  was  very  subversive  of  discipline, 
and  that  it  was  a  gross  abuse  of  the  law 
that  this  should  be  done  ut  the  public 
expense.      Therefore    I    proposed,  in 
connection  with  the  Bill,  certain  rules 
to    be    laid  before  the    House,  with 
the  full  knowlec^  of  the  Committee, 
and  the  Bill  became  an  Act.   It  is  not 
correct  to  assert  that  debtors  are  prac- 
tically criminal  prisoners.    The  only  pri- 
vilege taken  away  has  been  the  privilege 
to  provide  their  own  meals  and  the  privi- 
lege of  not  being  compelled  to  work.  If 
the  hon.  Greiitlemen  concerned  in  this 
matter  will  turn  to  page  50  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Paper  they  will  see  how  care- 
fully the  position  of  a  debtor  has  been 
guarded.    He  is  allowed  to  wear  his  own 
clothes,  if  sufficiently  clean,  and  is  not 
compelled  to  work  at  any  penal  kind  of 
labour  or  any  work  allotted  to  a  prisoner 
under  a  hard  labour  sentence.   He  can 
choose  the  character  of  his  work,  so  far  as 
possible,  but  it  must  be  of  an  industrial 
character.    I  have  already  had  evidence 
that  these    rules    have    given  great 
satisfaction    to   many   of   these  men.. 
That  is  a  distinct  advance.    The  hon. 
Baronet  imagines  that  these  men  are  kept 
perpetually  shut  up.     The  rule  is  that. 
debtors,  when  they  can  possibly  work  in 
association,  do  so,  and  if  they  work  in 
their  cells  the  eell  doors  are  open.    So  far 
from  there  being  any  complaint  the  con- 
trary has  been  the  case,  and  I  cannot 
understand  how  the  new  rules  can  be 
held  to  bo  a  step  backwards.    I  can  quite 
understand  that  it  might  be  well  if,  as  in 
Scotland,  imprisonment  for  debt  were 
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abolished,  but  that  does  not  concern  this 
Vote.  These  men  are  committed  to 
prison  under  the  law,  and  I  believe  the 
Act  of  last  session  enables  them  to  bo 
better  treated.  It  is  in  no  way  a  hardship 
to  them,  and  does  not  compel  them  to 
associate  with  criminal  prisoners. 

*SiR  CHARLES  CAMERON :  I  intend 
to  divide  the  Committee  on  this  question. 
Every  time  is,  I  am  told,  not  the  proper 
time  to  bring  it  up,  but  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  open  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  will 
give  08  an  indication  of  his  willingness  to 
appoint  a  Select  Committee,  of  course, 
not  this  year,  to  inquire  into  it,  that  will 
be  a  different  matter.  Otherwise,  I  shall 
have  to  take  every  opportunity  I  can  find 
to  call  attention  to  the  matter.  May 
I  take  it  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  hold  out  any  hope  of  an  inquiry  % 

Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY:  lam  cer- 
tainly not  able  in  a  matter  not  connected 
with  my  Department  to  give  any  such 
pledge. 

*Sm  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  described  a 
debtor  under  the  new  system  as  a 
prosperous  and  contented  animal  —  as 
a  man  earning  309.  a  week.  Why, 
let  him  earn  it  by  all  means;  en- 
courage him  to  work.  But  the  difference 
between  the  criminal  and  the  civil  pri- 
soner always  has  been  that  labour  was 
wholly  optional  in  the  case  of  the  latter, 
though  compulsory  in  the  case  of  the 
former.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
these  men  work  in  association,  but  -  the 
rule  is  that  when  they  are  not  at  work  or 


at  exercise  they  must  lie  in  their  cells.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  cell  doors  are 
open  or  shut.  He  said  nothing  regarding 
the  restriction  of  communication  with  the 
outside  to  one  visit  or  letter  a  week. 
Wh^  should  a  man  be  prevented  from 
writing  letters  because  he  happens 
to  be  a  debtor  ?  We  had  a  large 
Committee  consisting  of  twenty  Members 
which  inquired  into  the  whole  system  of 
imprisonment  for  debt  in  Scotland,  and 
they  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it 
should  be  abolished.  A  number  of  these 
debtors  are  men  who  become  securities, 
and  though  I^ally  responsible  for  the 
debt  they  have  incurred  no  moral  fault. 
It  might  be  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Committee  if  we  had  a  Division  on  this 
question  now,  and  then  the  consideration 
of  the  Vote  can  be  resumed. 

Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN  ('Carmarthen, 
W.) :  I  agree  with  what  the  hon.  Barontt 
has  said  with  regard  to  imprisonment  for 
debt.  I  certainly  understood — during  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  of  last  session— 
that  the  Home  Secretary  himself  was 
rather  inclined  to  the  view  that  imprison- 
ment for  debt  should  be  abolished  alto- 
gether. I  hope  that  he  entertains  that 
view  and  that  he  will  do  all  he  can  to 
bring  this  question  before  the  Cbvem- 
ment. 

•The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
Questions  that  can  only  be  dealt  with  by 
le^slation  cannot  be  discussed  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  75 ; 
Noes,  212.    (Division  list,  No.  228.) 
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Davitt,  Michael 
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Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A 
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Doogan,  P..  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
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Gourley,  Sir  Edward  T. 
Uar%vood,  George 
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Jones,  Wm,  (CaniarTonalure) 
Eitaon,  Sir  James 
Lambert,  Geoi^ 
Law8onSirWillrid(Camb'land 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
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Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Montf4;u,SirS.  (Whitechapel) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Tbomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow.  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Nortbumb.) 
Pickard,  Benjamin. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Retlmond.J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Roberta,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robaon,  William  Snowdon 
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Samnel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scott,  Clia^i.  Pretftwich  (Lcij;li) 
Shaw,  Charles  £.  (Staflbrd) 
■Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfarfth. 
Soaraes,  Arthur  WelleBley 
S|doer,  Albert 
Steadnun.  Williani  Charles 
Strachey,  Edward 
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Sullivan,  Donal  (We^ineath) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  D.  A.  (Merthyr) 
Warner,  Tho-.  Conrtenay  T. 
Wedderb'im,  Sir  WiUiam 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker.  Thomas  Palmer 
WUliams,  John  Carvell  (Notts. 


WUson,  Charles  Henry  (Hall) 
WUson,Henry  J.  (York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Youne,  Samuel  (Oavan,  East) 
Yoxail,  James  Heniy 
Tellers  for  the  Ates — 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  and 

Mr.  Lloyd  Morgan. 
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Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Amohl,  Alfred 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
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!Baeot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzKoy 
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Baird,  John  G.  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.  A.J.  {Manch'r 
Balfoar,  Bt.  Hn.  G. W.  (Leedf) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bu^ley.  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dnnbar  Plunket 
BathurHt,Hon.AllenBenjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.Sir.M.H.(Br'8t'l) 
Beaaniont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bethel],  Comn  ander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,  Capt.  H.F.(Middle8ex) 
Bowle8,T.  Gib6on(King'8  Lynn ) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooktield,  A.  Montagu 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hn.  J.A.(Gla8.) 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  I^ncs.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
ChamberIain,Rt.Hon.J.  (Uirm 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Cl'ongh,  Walter  Owen 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Tbos.  H.  A.  E. 
Cwhill,  Douglas  Harry 
Ctulingfi,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chan.  E.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Corbett  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hn.  Leonam  H. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Cnmbome,  Viaconnt 
Grippe,  Charles  Alfred 
CroBs,  R.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
CruddaH,  William  Donaldson 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Denny,  (i'olonel 
Diekfton-PoynHer,  Sir  J.  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Winfjifield- 
Donglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akere- 
Donglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  8. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  GeottVey 
Dunconibe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Elliot,  Hon.  H.  Ralph  Douglas 
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Ellis,  John  Edward 
F#irdell,Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwd. 
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Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
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Fisher,  William  Haves 
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Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
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Garfir,  William 
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Gibbon)',  J.  Lloyd 
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I  Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
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Graham,  Henry  Robert 
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Gretton,  John 
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Gunter,  Colonel 
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Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
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Hanbuiy,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  Wm. 
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Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
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Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
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Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londonderry) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.Edw.H. 
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LocKwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
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Monk,  Charles  James 
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Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray.RtHn.  A.  Grahm.(  Bute 
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Pryce-Jones,  Lt-Ccd.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlm>*t) 
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Ritchie.  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Round,  James 
Royda,  Clement  Molyneox 
Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Ch'tVm) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Liraehonse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sannderson,  Rt.  Hn.  Col.  B.  J. 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheehira) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  UenryM.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
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^tirliag-MaTcwell.  Sir  J.  M. 
"Strutt,  Hod.  Cliarlett  Hedley 
Sntherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Tlionta^,  Abel  (Cannarthen,E. ) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
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Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
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Walton.  John  L.  (I^eeds,  S.) 
Warde,  Lieot-CoI.C.E  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton  nn  L.) 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
WilIiama,Jo3ephPowell-(Birm 
WiUonJ.W.(WorceBt«rBh.,N.) 
WodehDiiBe,Rt  Hon  E  R(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 


Wortley,  RtHon.C.B.  Stnart- 
Wyndham-Quin,  MajorW.H. 
Wyvill,  MannadukeD'Aroy 
Youn^,  Commander  (Berk{i,£.) 
Yoorger,  William 

Trllebs  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  lough  :  The  question  I  wish  to 
bring  before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
the  tr3atment  of  the  warders,  and  prison 
labour  generally.  I  think  the  warders  in 
the  prisons  have  been  singularly  patient 
in  regarcl  to  their  grievances,  but  there 
have  oerai  constant  expressions  of  opinion 
upon  them  in  my  constituency.  I  have 
■communicated  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  the  matter,  and  I  must  say  that 
he  has  taken,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  sym- 
pathetic attitude,  and  if  he  would  only 
£o  a  little  further  I  would  not  put  the 
■Committee  to  the  trouble  of  a  Division. 
There  are  2,700  warders  of  all  grades 
-employed  in  metropolitan  prisons,  and, 
therefore,  it  is  a  large  class  of  civil  ser- 
vants. It  cannot  he  said  that  they  are  too 
well  treated.  They  commence  as  assist- 
ants at  £60  a  year,  with  an  increment  of 
XI  a  year  till  they  reach  £68.  The 
principal  warders  begin  at  £70  a  year, 
which  rises  by  annual  increments  of  £1  to 
£78 — which  is  30s.  a  week.  These  men 
have  had  a  great  many  new  duties  thrown 
upon  them  by  the  recommendations  of  the 
Prisons  Committee,  who,  while  they  con- 
sidered the  case  of  the  prisoners,  left  out 
-of  consideration  the  treatment  of  the 
•officials.  The  chief  complaint  of  these 
■officials  is  that  they  have  to  work  a  great 
deal  too  long  hours.  It  may  be  saia  that 
though  these  hours  are  long,  the  work  is 
-of  a  mere  routine  and  easy  character  ;  but 
though  physically  the  work  may  not  be 
-Severe,  the  strain  is  constant.  The 
shortest  hours  they  are  on  duty  are 
seventy-four  or  seventy-six  hours  per 
yree%  and  they  run  up  to  ninety-eight 
hours  per  week.  If  that  is  true  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  agree  that  it 
requires  some  consideration.  They  have 
also  to  work  on  Sundays,  and  to  put  in 
overtime  for  which  they  are  not  paid. 
The  most  serious  grievance  they  have 
got  is  night  duty.  Their  night  duty  is 
the  longest  spell  of  duty  that  any  servant 
of  the  State  has  to  do  at  the  present 
^ime.     It  lasts  over  thirty-six  hours — 


commencing  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening 
and  going  on  constantly  till  six  o'clock 
in  the  following  evening.  It  is  true  they 
are  allowed  to  lie  down  at  inter\'al8,  but 
they  are  always  liable  to  be  called  up,  and 
very  frequently  they  are  called  up.  But 
even  with  that  qualification,  that  is  too 
long  a  spell  of  duty.  I  understand  that 
in  many  prisons  this-  night  duty  is 
enforced  three  times  a  week,  although 
the  ordinary  course  is  five  times  in 
two  weeks,  but  I  think  that  twice 
a  week  at  most  is  quite  sufficient, 
and  that  is  a  reform  to  which  I 
think  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man ought  to  be  devoted.  Another 
grievance  of  these  men  is  that  they  are 
subject  to  a  very  severe  system  of  fines. 
We  have  protested  in  this  House  against 
the  system  of  fines  in  factories  and  ware- 
houses, and  I  do  not  see  why  the  State 
should  not  in  this  respect  set  the  example. 
The  scale  of  fines  has  been  recently  raised 
for  all  sorts  of  petty  offences  which  I  will 
not  detain  the  Committee  by  quoting. 
But  these  men  can  be  fined  up  to  5s.,  which 
makes  a  considerable  hole  in  their  weekly 
wages.  I  think  this  question  ought  to  be 
considered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  that  the  fines  should  be  abolished, 
and  that  instead  of  fines  a  better  system 
of  discipline  ought  to  be  substitute^. 
Then  there  is  another  question  with  re- 
gard to  the  clerks.  They  are  very 
dissatisfied  with  the  method  of  promotion, 
and  there  are  few  opportunities  that  are 
open  to  them  in  contrast  with  those  they 
were  led  to  expect  when  they  joined  the 
service.  The  only  other  point  I  wish  to 
put  is  that  there  are  two  or  three  men  in 
my  constituency  who  think  that  because 
they  have  made  reasonable  complaints 
they  have  been  harshly  treated  by  the 
Home  Office.  There  is  an  idea  that  they 
are  made  martyrs  if  they  make  any  com- 
plaint. I  will  not  move  a  reduction  of 
the  Vote  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
give  me  a  sympathetic  answer.  I  will  ask 
him  three  questions  :  (1)  Whether  he  is 
willing  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made 
into  these  matters ;  (2)  if  the  hours  of 
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labour — and  this  is  the  principal  point — 
are  found  to  be  as  long  as,  or  nearly  as 
long  as  they  are  represented,  whether 
some  reasonable  reform  will  be  made ; 

and  thirdly,  whether  he  will  give  an 
assurance  that  none  of  the  warders  who 
bring  forward  a  matter  in  a  reasonable 
way  shall  be  subject  to  any  disabilities, 
and  if  any  case  of  that  kind  is  brought  to 
his  notice  whether  he  will  put  the  matter 
right. 

Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) :  I  would 
like  to  back  up  the  appeal  of  my  hon. 
friend  to  the  Home  Secretary  on  behalf 
of  two  claBses  of  public  servants,  the 
prison  clerks  and  the  prison  warders,  and 
particularly  the  case  of  the  prison  warders. 
As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows,  I 
have  had  close  connection  with  prison 
warders  for  quite  a  number  of  years,  and 
I  must  siiy  that  ^vhile  their  duty  was  to 
make  my  stay  under  their  charge  as 
unpleasant  as  possible,.  I  always  sympa- 
thised with  the  position  which  they  hold. 
Really  the  prison  warder,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty  to  the  public,  has  to 
undergo  a  kind  of  half  penal  servitude 
existence  himself.  He  has  to  submit  to 
semi-imprisonment  in  order  to  fulfil  the 
duties  he  undertakes  to  discharge  for  the 
public.  Then,  again,  a  great  responsibility 
is  thrown  upon  him — more  so  than  on 
any  other  class  of  public  servant — con- 
sidering the  little  remuneration  he  gets  for 
the  work.  He  has  to  be  more  vigilant  than 
any  other  public  sen-ant  during  the  whole 
time  he  is  on  duty,  and  as  my  hon.  friend 
has  pointed  out,  night  duty  is  specially 
hard  in  his  case.  I  think,  taking  all  these 
facts  into  consideration,  these  men  are  not 
paid  as  they  ought  to  be  by  the  public 
funds.  I  cannot  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  borrow  much  that  is  worthy 
of  imitation  in  the  public  life  of  America 
just  now,  because  America  seems  to  be 
following  the  bad  example  of  England  in 
many  respects,  but  in  the  matter  of  pay- 
ment for  duties  of  this  kind,  in  the  matter 
of  remunerating  prison  warders,  America  is 
farmore  generous  than  this  country  is.  The 
same  may  he  said  in  reference  to  the 
salaries  paid  to  the  prison  warders  in  the 
Australian  Colonies.  In  every  one  of 
these  colonies  to  which  I  hare  been  I 
have  found  that  the  pay  and  the .  condi- 
tions of  service  ijre  much  more  favourable 
than  they  arc  in  this  country.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  take  the  case  of  prison  warders  and 

Mr.  Lmtgk. 


prison  clerks  into  his  consideration,  an<l 
will  try  and  see  that  these  men  get  a 
better  wage  for  their  duties. 

Major  -  General  GOLDSWORTHY 
(Hammersmith) :  I  only  wish  to  add  one 
word  in  support  of  the  appeal  of  the 
prison  officials.  It  is  necessarily  mono- 
tonous and  irksome  to  be  continuously- 
associated  with  prison  people,  and  I  would 
suggest  to  the  Home  Secretary  that  he 
should  take  into  consideration  the 
desirability  of  giving  the  officials  more- 
recreation  and  more  opportunities  for 
promotion. 

Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY  :  There  can 

be  no  question  that  the  post  of  the- 
warders  is  a  very  monotonous  and  irksome 
one,  and  at  the  same  ^ime  considerable^ 
responsibility  is  attached  to  it.  I  am,, 
therefore,  not  surprised  that  hon. 
Members  should  say  that  they  are  not 
adequately  remunerated.  I  have  taken 
some  pains  to  look  into  the  matter.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  asked  me  certain 
questions  spoke  of  the  duties  which  are 
imposed  on  the  officials  by  the  new  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  it  is  perfectly  true 
that  those  duties  hare  increased  as 
regards  the  number  of  books  that  have 
to  be  kept,  and  other  matters.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  also  said  that  the 
hours  are  too  long.  Upon  that  subject  I 
am  quite  prepared  to  admit  that  there  is 
room  for  improvement  in  various  direc- 
tions. The  hon.  Gentleman  will  recollect 
that  in  1891  a  Committee,  presided  ovei 
by  Lord  De  Ramsey,  went  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  hours  of  prison  warders,  and 
the  standard  which  was  then  fixed  has 
more  or  less  been  the  rule  since.  They^ 
recognised  that  ten  hours  a  day  M-ere  about 
the  standard  hours  of  work.  I  find  that 
the  hours  work  out  on  the  average  at 
about  8|  per  day,  with  certain  excesses 
at  HoUoway,  Wandsworth,  and  Penton- 
ville.  As  regards  night  duty,  I  believe 
that  night  duty  takes  place  in  one  prison 
two  days  a  week,  and  in  all  the  other 
prisons  one  day  a  week.  But  what  is 
night  duty  %  It  is  going  on  dut^  at 
eight ;  from  eight  to  ten  having  to  sit  in 
the  mess  room,  or  wherever  the  official 
likes — though,  of  course,  he  is  liable  to  be 
called  upon — and  then  from  ten  to  six  he 
is  at  liberty  to  go  to  bed.  Then  there  is 
the  question  of  evening  duty.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  at  HoUoway,  which  is  the 
great  receiving  prison  for  London,  the 
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•evening  hours,  which  ought  to  be 
irata  six  to  eigh^  are  very  often 
extended  op  to  nine  and  ten  by  reason  of 
"the  frequent  admissions.  I  adroit  that  this  is 
a  state  of  thin^  which  ought  to  be 
Temedied,  and  I  will  give  my  attention  to 
it,  I  think,  however,  the  present  state  of 
affairs  can  only  be  improved  by  some  in- 
■crease  in  the  staff.  I  have  for  some  time 
been  considering  the  matter,  and  I  am  at 
4he  present  moment  in  communication 
vith  the  Treasury  with  that  object  in 
'view.  With  regard  to  the  clerks,  I  have 
■no  figures  before  me,  and  no  partietdar 
item  of  which  I  can  apeak.  I  can,  bow- 
•ever,  say  that  I  have  done  my  best  to 
«ecure  some  promotions,  and  the  poaiti<m 
of  clerks  has  been  greatly  improved. 


Dr.  CLARK :  I  am  glad  that  some- 
thing is  going  to  be  done  for  English 
warders  and  English  prison  officials,  and 
if  I  move  a  reduction  of  this  Vote,  I  move 
it  because  we  have  in  Scotland  a  class  of 
men  of  the  same  character  who  are  very 
much  worse  paid.  Is  England,  chaplains 
flxe,  on  the  w^ole,  paid  a  t&vc  salary.  The 
fialanes  b^n  at  J&30Q,  and  are  increased 
to  £400.  But  in  Scotland  they  begin  at 
X200,  and  are  only  increased  to  ^00. 
A  Scotch  chaplain  has  to  undergo  a  very 
«evere  training,  and  he  requires  to  spend 
seven  or  eight  years'  hard  work  before  he 
can  be  ordained.  A  commencing  salary 
of  £200  a  year,  therefore,  is  too  small, 
«nd  you  cannot  expect  to  get  a  good  class 
of  men.  If  I  appear  to  be  mo^'ing  the  re- 
duction of  the  English  level  down  to  the 
Scotch  level,  it  is  really  for  the  purpose  of 
Taising  the  Sc«tch  level  to  the  English. 
But  after  all  I  move  this  reduction 
rather  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
medical  profession  than  from  that 
of  the  clerical  profession.  I  daresay  the 
function  ef  a  clergyman  is  a  very  useful 
one,  but  the  medical  officer  is  absolutely 
necessary,  and  I  think  under  the  prison 
system  even  in  England  the  profession  is 
Aot  overpaid.  In  England  the  salaries  of 
medical  officers  start  at  £400  and  are 
increased  to  £900.  I  do  not  say  that 
that  is  too  much,  and  I  more  my  Amend- 
ment more  for  the  purpose  of  levelling  up 
than  of  levelling  down.  But  in  our 
Scotch  prisons  the  same  class  of  men 
■begin  at  £200  a  year. 

An  HON.  MEMBER :  On  a  point  of 
crder,  is  the  hon.  Gentleman  really  en- 


titled to  discuss  the  position  of  things 
in  Scotch  prisons  1 

*The  chairman  :  He  is  entitled  to 
move  a  reduction  on  the  ground  that  the 
English  officials  are  paid  too  much. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  do  not  say  that  the 
English  officials  are  paid  too  much,  but 
that  the  Scotch  officials  are  paid  too  little. 
You  cannot  get  a  decent  class  of  men  to 
enter  your  service  if  you  pay  them  so 
miserable  a  sum.  I  think  the  position  of 
our  Scotch  medicfd  officers  ought  to  be 
considered  as  well  as  the  position  of 
the  Elijah  warders,  and  I  therefore 
b^  to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£100. 

Motion  mad^  and  Question  pro- 
posed— 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £415,061,  be 
granted  for  the  said  Service.— CVotjE^) 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  (Roches- 
ter) :  On  behalf  of  my  constituents,  I  pro- 
test against  the  action  taken  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Caith- 
ness. Because  be  thinks  he  has  a  better 
opportunity  for  raising  a  Scotch  question 
upon  this  Vote  than  upon  another,  he 
raises  it  now  when  Scotch  Members  are 
elsewhere.  I  think,  considering  the  large 
amount  of  time  which  is  given  to  Scotch 
I  Members,  we  might  be  spared  this  occasion 
I  for  the  purposes  of  Euj^ish  Members. 

\  Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen, 
j  W.) :  I  am  very  glad  that  my  hon.  friend 

has  brought  up  this  question,  as  this  is 
■  very  likely  the  only  opportunity  we  shall 

have  of  discussing  a  matter  of  great  im- 
I  portance  to  our  country,  and  the  Home 
I  Secretary  will  no  doubt  be  glad  enough 

'  to  

I 

I     *Thk  CHAIRMAN:    Order,  order! 
i  What  I  said  was  that  the  hon  Member  for 
{  Caithness  was  entitled  to  move  a  redao- 
I  tion  of  the  Vote  on  the  ground  that  the 
;  salaries  paid  to  the  public  officials  to 
.  whom  he  referred  were  too  great,  and 
'  that  he  could  use  an  illustration  to  show 
that  they  were  too  great.    I  do  not  think 
a  discussion  of  the  Scotch  question  is  in 
order. 

Dr.  CLARK:  Under  the  circumstances, 
'  I  do  not  wish  to  put  the  Committee  to  the 
;  trouble  of  a  Division,  but  I  can  tell  tho 
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noble  Lord  that  the  only  chance  we  have  i 
of  ^tting  anything  is  to  plead  poverty  , 
oontinualfy,  as  Ireland  has  done.  We  are  I 
taxed  to  the  highest  extent  possible,  and  ! 
at  the  same  time  wo  are  underpaid.  I ' 
beg  to  withdraw  my  motion.  j 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn.  | 

Original  Question  again  proposed.  I 

*Mr.  flower  (Bradford,  .W.) :  The  ! 
new  rules  for  the  government  of  convict 
and  local  prisons  have  too  recently  come  j 
into  operation  to  enable  us  to  discuss  them 
at  any  great  length ;  but  my  object  this  I 
afternoon  is  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Home  Secretary  to  the  question  of  educa- 1 
tion  in  convict  and  local  prisons.    I  think  ' 
the  matter  was  considered  by  a  Depart- 1 
mental  Committee  in  1885,  and  the  facts  i 
showed  a  great  deficiency  of  education  in 
prisons,  and  there  was  a  general  con- ; 
sensus  of  opinion  that  an  improvement  in 
the  selection  of  the  subjects  of  education, 
and  in  the  education  itself,  was  desirable.  | 
There  is  an  appalling  amount  of  ignorance  ' 
prevailing  among  the  prison  popmation  of  | 
this  country,  the  ntunber  of  those  who ' 
can  nother  read  nor  write  is  enormously  i 
liigh,  and  the  standard  of  education  given  | 
is  of  the  lowest  character.    This  being  so, 
it  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  under 
the  Bill  of  last  year  not  a  great  deal  has 
been  done  with  respect  to  this  matter.    I  , 
am  not  altogether  an  admirer  of  the  I 
American  system,  especially  that  adopted  \ 
at  Elmira ;   still  it  is,   in  r^rd  to  j 
prison  education,  an  example  which  it  j 
would  be  desirable  to  follow.    I  earnestly 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  ' 
give  his  sanction  to  the  OToposais  which  | 
the  School  Board  are  making  with  refe- 
rence to  the  local  prisons  in  London. 
Last  year,  under  the  School  Board,  some  . 
lectures  were  held  in  one  prison  with  ' 
great  advantage,  and  they  only  entailed 
s  small  amount  of  extra  labour  in  the 
prison.    I  think  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  . 
might  go  a  little  further  and   allow  ' 
an  evening  continuation  school  at  the  ' 
prison  at  Wormwood  Scrubs,   I  do  not 
say  the  persons  who  do  not  wish  to  i 
adbend  should  be  compelled  to  do  so,  and 
I  believe  very  few  of  the  prisoners  would  i 
refuse  to  attend  if  asked.  At  the  same  time 
the  discipline  of  the  prison  would  be  very  , 
.little  disturbed  by  it.    I  think  such  a  i 
departure  would  be  productive  of  very  [ 
great  good.    There  is  one  other  subject 

Br.  Clark.  ' 


I  would  -like  to  refer  to,  and  that  is  thft- 
plank  bed.  Mr.  Justice  Mathew,-  in 
sentencing  a  prisoner  at  a  recent  assiz^ 
used  some  remarkable  language  with 
regard  to  the  hardship  and  the  in- 
humanity of  the  prftctice  ci  the  use  <rf  a. 
plank  bed.  I  trust  the  right  hon,. 
Gentleman  will  do  the  utmost  in  his 
power  to  limit  the  use  of  it.  If  that  were 
done  I  am  sure  a  good  deal  would  be 
accomplished  in  the  way  of  prison  reform- 

Mr.  LOUGH:  I  merely  desire  to- 
refer  to  the  answer  given  to  me  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  diown  by  that  answer 
that  there  is  a  conflict^  as  to  the  facts  of 
which  I  wish  to  get  to  the  bottom.  He 
said  that  the  average  hours  were  from, 
seventy  to  ninety  a  week ;  but  I  think 
that  must  be  for  the  whole  of  seven  days. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  explained  that 
the  night  duty  was  not  nearly  so  onerous^ 
that  it  extended  from  eight  o'clock  in  the- 
evening  to  six  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
But  the  warders  have  told  me  that  they 
have  to  do  that  alter  a  regular  day^s 
duty,  which  has  terminated  at  six  or 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  shall  be 
glad  if  the  Home  Secretary  will  inquire^ 
into  these  two  matters  of  Sunday  duty 
and  night  duty,  and  if  the  statement  « 
the  men  is  correct  no  doubt  the  matter 
will  be  put  right.  I  would  also  ask 
whether  it  is  correct  that  punishment  has 
been  inflicted  upon  any  warder  for  making 
complaint  on  these  matters  .in  a  proper 
way. 

Sir  M.  white  KIDLEV:  I  cannot 
answer  off-haiul,  but  I  will  inquire,  and  if 
the  hours  are  as  the  hon.  M«nber  sug- 
gests, the  matter  shall    be  put  right. 

Aa  to  any  warder  being  reprimanded  for 
having  made  complaints,  I  am  sure  the 
Commissioners  would  not  be  influenced  by 
such  a  circumstance.  Upon  the  question 
of  education,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
it  is  largely  the  uneducated  classes  that 
compose  the  prison  population.  It  is  cer- 
tainly very  desirable  to  do  what  we  can 
to  improve  the  education  of  such 
prisoners,  and  under  the  new  rules  very 
considerable  steps  have  been  taken.  Every 
prisoner  under  the  age  of  forty,  and  not 
up  to  a  certain  standard,  is  entitled  to 
four  hours'  instruction  per  week.  The 
conditions  in  that  respect  are  much  in 
advance  of  what  previously  existed. 
With  r^rd  to  the  proposal  of  the  London- 
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School  Board,  referred  to  by  the .  hon. 
Member  behind  me,  that  is  quite  newto  me, 
and  I  should  have  considerable  hesitation 
about  accepting  it  without  a  great  deal  of 
consideration.  It  is  a  subject  f  should  refer 
to  the  Prison  Commissioners  for  a  report. 
It  is  perfectly  tnie  that  the  last  report  of 
the  Prison  Commissioners  does  point  out 
how  lamentably  short  of  any  reasonable 
standard  the  great  bulk  of  our  prisoners 
are,  but  they  also  state  that  in  the  case 
of  prisoners  under  thirty  vears  of  age, 
there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  educational  standard. 

Mr.  DAVITT:  I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  of  the  great  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  the  way  of  providing  education 
for  illiterate  prisoners,  and  I  hope  that 
further  facilities  will  be  provided  in  that 
direction.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
^ing  to  take  the  case  of  prison  warders 
into  consideration.  Will  that  include  the 
salaries  and  duties  of  female  as  well  as 
of  male  warders  ? 

Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  Of  course. 


Mr.  DAVITT :  I  am  glad  to  hear  that, 
because  I  have  heard  that  the  women 
who  have  to  perform  this  very  dis- 
agreeable duty  are  not  paid  at  a  similar 
rate  to  that  of  the  inen. 

Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  I  beg  the 
hon.  Member's  pardon.  I  made  no 
promise  as  to  salaries,  hut  only  to  inquire 
whether  the  hours  are  excessive. 


Mr.  DAVITT :  I  understood  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  take  that  as  well 
as  other  matters  into  consideration,  and 
as  he  generally  brings  a  very  fair  mind  to 
bear  upon  these  questions  I  hope,  with 
the  facts  which  have  been  put  before  him, 
he  will  really  consider  whether  or  not 
male  and  female  warders  are  underpaid 
for  the  discharge  of  this  very  troublesome 
duty.  With  reference  to  the  support  of 
what  are  called  Imperial  convicts  in 
Australia  and  Tasmania,  the  amou  n  t 
stated  in  the  Vote  appears  to  l>e  rather 
-  latge  for  the  maintenance  of  the  few  still 
remaining.  I  went  to  see  some  of  them 
when  I  wa»  out  there^  and  they  appeared 
to  be  mostly  old  men.  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  satisfied  from  the  reports  he 


I  gets  that  these  convicts  are  really  in 
existence  ?  I  assume  he  has  some  data 
which  will  satisfy  him  whether  the 
number  is  decreasing. 

Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  There  is 
no  doubt  about  the  accuracy  of  the 
,  figures. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fife,  East) :  Before 
the  Committee  pass  this  Vote,  I  think  ib 
is  only  right  that  some  expression  should 

(  be  given  to  our  eratification,  both  to  the 
Home  Office  and  to  the  Prison  Gommis- 
sionerti,  at  the  comparatively  small  area 

I  of  criticism  which  their  administration 

I  has  offered  during  the  last  year.  I  say 
this,  because  of  all  branches  of  adminis- 
tration prison  administration  is,  perhaps, 

,  the  most  difficult  in  its  details,  if  not  in 
its  general  principles.  Undoubtedly,  as  it 

'  is  conducted  in  these  days,  it  is  subject  to 
a  much  greater  amount  of  public  attention 
than  used  to  be  the  case.  During  the 
past  year  there  have  been  introduced, 
with  the  general  assent  of  all  parties  in 

^  the  House,  a  number  of  changes  in  our 

!  prison  system,  all  of  which  are  in  the 
direction  of  greater  humanity  and  elasti- 
city. It  is  gratifying  to  find  from  this 
Del>ate  that  the  result  of  those  changes 
has  been  not  to  increase  but  rather  to 
curtail  the  area  of  legitimate  criticism, 

.  and  I  do  not  think  we  should  lie  doing 
justice  to  those  who  have  charge  of  this 

,  very  responsible  part  of  administration  if 
we  did  not  offer  them  our  congratulations. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

8.  Motion  made,    and  Question  pro- 
I  posed,  "  That  a   sum,    not  exceeding 
£124,195,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  3ist 
,  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Expense  of 
I  the  Maintenance  of  Juvenile  Offenders  in 
Reformatory,  Industrial,  and  Day  Indus- 
I  trial  Schools  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Reformatories." 

*SiK  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  movo 
the  reduction  of  this  Vote  by  £500.  This 
has  been   a    mischievous  item   of  ex- 
penditure. A  Departmental  Committee,  of 
,  which  I  was  chairman,  appointed  in  1894 
to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  industrial 
I  and  reformatory  schools  in  Scotland  found 
I  that  the  children  were  educated  not  under 
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the  Scotch  code  but  under  the  English 
code,  and  that  instead  of  being  inspected 
by  the  Scotch  inspectors  of  education 
they  were  inspected  by  English  inspectors. 
The  result  is  that  the  education  of  these 
children  is  kept  back,  and  they  are  sent 
forth  into  the  general  community  ear- 
marked as  chil^n  who  have  received 
their  education  in  either  a  reformatory  or 
industrial  school.  Last  year  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  promised  to  give  this 
matter  his  consideration,  but  nothing  has 
been  done.  The  Committee  to  which  I 
have  referred  recommended  that  these 
schools  should  be  transferred  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Home  Secretary  to 
that  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 
It  was  also  found  tlutt  many  of  the 
children  in  these  schools  had  pre- 
viously passed  the  English  fifth  stamuml 
two  or  three  times,  while  if  the  schools 
had  been  under  the  Scotch  code  they 
could  have  been  advanced  to  the  sixth 
or  ex-sixth  standard.  No  legislation  is 
needed  to  put  that  particular  matter  right, 
but  by  a  stroke  of  his  pen  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  direct  that  the  education 
should  be  given  according  to  the  Scotch 
cod^  and  the  inspection  be  by  Scotch 
inspectors.  The  benefits  of  such  changes 
are  obvious.  There  is  a  still  greater  mis- 
chief arising  out  of  that  anomaly.  It  is 
not  good  for  thsm  that  these  boys  and 

firls  should  be  constantly  reminded  of 
aving  been  reformatory  school  pupils. 
It  is  desirable  that  all  such  connection 
should  be  forgotten,  and  that  the  children 
should  be  allowed  to  mingle,  without  being 
ear-marked,  among  the  general  population. 
But  when  these  children  go  forth,  if  they 
speak  of  any  educational  matter  they  at 
once  betray  their  ignorance  of  the  current 
arrangements  in  Scotch  schools,  and 
immmiately  they  will  be  asked  where 
they  were  educated.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  some 
satisfactory  assurance  that  this  simple 
and  obvious  defect  will  be  grappled  with, 
and  the  recommendations  of  the  De- 
partmental Committee  in  this  respect 
carried  out.  No  such  anomaly  prevails 
in  Ireland,  as  there  the  management  of 
reformatory  and  industrial  schools  is 
under  an  Irish  Board,  but  that,  however, 
is  a  ditferent  matter.  I  beg  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £500. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceediuK  £123,605,  be 

granted  for  the  sud  Service.  —(iSir  Charles 

Sir  Charles  Cameron. 


Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire):  My 
hon.  friend  has  referred  to  the  Report  of 
the  Scotch  Departmental  Committee.  May 
I,  in  support  of  his  argument,  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  R^rt  of 
the  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 
Committee  of  1894  ?  They  recommended 
that  the  Scotch  schools  should  be  transfer- 
red to  the  Scotch  OiHce,  so  that  there  is  no 
difference  of  opinion  among  experts,  or 
among  those  who  are  well  able  to  judge, 
that  this  transfer  should  take  place.  It 
seems  to  be  merely  a  matter  of  persuading 
the  Scotch  Education  Department  and  the 
Home  Secretary  to  move  in  the  matter, 
and  really  to  carry  out  what  is  certainly 
most  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the 
Scotch  educati(mal  system. 

Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  I  hardly 
understand  what  the  hon.  Baronet  means 

by  English  education  being  given  in 
Scotch  industrial  schools.  They  are  all 
under  the  rule  of  a  managing  committee. 

*SiR  CHARLES  CAMERON:  They 
are  inspected  by  English  inspectors,  who 
examine  the  children  under  the  English 
code,  and  the  education  is  absolutely 
different  from  that  in  other  schocds. 

Sib  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  I  cannot 
imderstand  why  the  managers  of  the 
industrial  schools  could  not  secure  the 
examination  of  their  pupils  under  the 
Scotch  code  if  they  desired  it.  So  far  as 
that  question  is  concerned  I  am  at  one 
with  the  hon.  Baronet.  My  Department 
is  in  thorough  agreement  on  the  subject; 
we  are  perfectly  willing  that  arrangements 
should  be  made  for  the  Scottish  Depart- 
ment to  be  responsible  for  their  own 
schools.  Last  year  there  was  a  Bill 
drafted,  but  there  was  some  difficulty 
with  the  Treasury,  and  it  was  not  inteo- 
duced.  I  should  not  have  the  slightest 
objection  to  seeing  the  Bill  intrrauced 
and  carried  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  but  I  am  afraid  it  cannot  be  this 
sesaion. 

*SiR  CHARLES  CAMERON :  After 
that  statement  I  do  not  wish  to  press  my 
Amendment.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
cannot  understand  why  this  thing  is 
done,  but  it  is  done,  and  that  is  a  matter 
which  does  not  require  a  Bill  to  deal  with 
it.  I  am  sorry  we  Scottish  Education 
Department  does  not  deal  with  the 
question. 
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Sir   M.    white    RIDLEY:  The 

Scottish    Education    Department  has 

nothing  to  do  with  these  schools ;  they 
■are  under  the  Home  Office. 

*Sra  CHARLES  CAMERON :  Then 
surely  the  Home  Office  could  get  the 
Scotch  schools  to  introduce  Scotch 
43tandard8,  so  as  not  to  differentiate  the 
■children  in  reformatory  and  industrial 
schools  by  maans  of  their  education. 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex, Eastbourne): 
I  want  to  raise  the  question  of  the 
'whole  system  of  management  of  these 
Teformatory  and  industrial  schools,  in- 
"cluding  school   ships.     I    cannot  get 
Any  attention    paid  to  the  common- 
sense  views  which  I   have  enunciated 
And  which  have  been  supported  by  the 
Departmental  Committee.     I  have  pre- 
•viously  alluded  to  the  Report  of  that 
Committee,  but  nothing  has  oeen  done  to 
carry  out  their  recommendations.  Hut 
'Committee  go  further  than  I  ever  ven- 
tured to  go,  but'  I  agree  with  their  conclu- 
sions in  the  main.    I  am  debaired  from 
■drawing  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
thepresent  condition  of  thin^  owingtothe 
fact  that  the  last  annual  Report  of  the 
Reformatory    and    Industrial  Schools 
Inspector  has  not  yet  been  laid  before 
Parliament.    We  go  on  with  the  same 
bappy-go-lucky  system  which  has  been  in 
■force  for  many  years,  and  the  Home 
Office  pay  no  attention  to  remonstrances 
.  made  by  their  own  officers.   As  far  as  the 
land  schools  go,  I  am  willing  to  take  it 
4hat  they  are  doing  noble  work,  but  they 
■would  do  more  gixid  work  if  the  Home 
Office  would  give  that  attention  to  the 
•question  which  it  really  deserves.  These 
we  really  State  schools.    We  are  called 
■upon  to  vote  £264,195  for  this  school 
system,  of  which  only  £23,500  comes 
•from  county  councils  and  district  councils. 
Yet  the  State  practically  makes  no  con- 
ditions that  the  material  turned  out 
should  be  utilised  to  bear  fruit  for  the 
^good  of  the  State.    If  the  system  was 
properly  worked  the  healthy  and  sound 
Iwys  might  be  trained  as  recruits  for  the 
Anny,  which,  as  we  all  know,  soi-ely 
needs  them,    fiat  my  chief  objection 
has  to  do  with  the  industrial  and  reforma- 
tory  school  ahips.    The  system  of  train- 


ing in  those  ships  is  the  most  expensive 
that  could  be  devised,  but  not  too 
expensive  if  the  human  material 
turned  out  was  in  proportion  to  the  coat. 
The  material  turned  out  is  not  adequate 
to  the  expense,  because  the  Home  Office 
go  on  in  a  happy-go-lucky  fashion  and  do 
not  attend  to  the  report  of  their  own 
inspector.  It  should  be  provided  that 
only  healthy,  strong,  and  sound  boys 
should  be  put  in  our  ships  at  all.  These 
are  State  ships,  and  they  should  be  able 
to  turn  out  sound  human  material  to 
supply  a  great  deal  of  the  waste  which 
must  of  necessity  go  on  in  the  Navy. 
Everybody  complains  of  the  lack  of 
British  seamen  in  the  Mercantile  Marine, 
and  various  remedies  have  been  sug- 
gested. Some  reformers  desire  to  increase 
the  number  of  our  training  ships,  but 
they  have  made  out  no  case  for  doing  so. 
Our  training  ships  are  commanded  by 
Naval  officers,  and  I  know  some  of  them 
are  almost  broken-hearted  because  they 
cannot  turn  out  better  results.  I  am  afraid 
my  right  hon.  friend  will  again  content 
himself  with  giving  me  a  similar  answer  to 
that  which  he  gave  last  year — namely,  that 
this  question  will  be  considered,  and  that 
due  attention  will  be  given  to  my  obser- 
vations. No  doubt  he  will  tell  us  again 
that  the  ships  do  a  great  deal  of  good.  I 
do  not  deny  that,  out  my  point  is  that 
they  might  do  a  great  deal  more  good  if 
they  were  worked  on  common-sense  prin- 
ciples. I  want  the  Home  Office  to  stop 
the  entry  of  all  b-^ys  sent  by  committals 
from  the  magistrates,  who  are  no  judges 
as  to  whether  boys  will  make  good  sailors 
or  soldiers.  Such  boys  ought  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  land  schools  in  the  first 
instance.  If  the  Land  Schools  Committee 
did  all  in  their  power  to  facilitate  the 
transfer  of  healthy  lads,  sound  in  wind 
and  limb,  then  our  training  ships  would 
turn  out  double  the  numble  of  sailor  boys, 
and  I  think  everything  tha^  is  possible 
should  be  done  to  encourage  the  transfer 
of  these  volunteers.  At  present  these 
boys  are  sent  to  the  ships  at  the  age  of 
ten  and  eleven,  but,  in  my  opinion,  no 
boy  should  go  to  a  ship  until  he  is  twelve 
years  of  age.  If  this  suggestion  were 
ad^ted,  then  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  would  not  need  to  talk  about 
inducing  shipowners  to  take  sailor  lads  by 
reducing  the  light  dues.  If  the  Home 
Office  would  only  look  at  this  from  a 
sailor's  point  of  view,  they  would  be  doing 
a  noble  work  for  everybody,  but  they  are 
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not  now  doing  the  best  that  can  be  done. 
The  Home  (Mce  do  not  concwn  them- 
selves at  present  to  see  that  they  get  an 
adequate  return  for  the  money  expended 
by  them.  These  are  practically 
State  schools,  because  the  voluntary 
contributions  are  next  to  nothing.  The 
schools  ought  to  be  worked  on  systematic 
principles  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee, and  they  would  do  valuable 
national  work  if  my  suggestions  were 
carried  out.  If  these  reforms  were  put 
into  operation  I  should  be  saved  the 
trouble  of  having  to  make  these  observa- 
tions every  year. 


Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  has  declared  that 
he  cannot  ^t  any  satisfaction  from  this 
side  of  the  House,  and  he  has  also  antici- 
pated that  I  shall  again  be  prepared  to 
say  that  these  ships  are  doing  excellent 
work.  I  may  say  that  I  am  prepared  to 
say  that.  It  is  quite  true,  as  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  has  said,  that  these  insti- 
tutions are  almost  entirely  State  schools, 
and  are  supported  by  the  taxpayers  of 
this  country.  It  is  admitted  that  they 
are  national  training  ships  and  that  they 
are  of  national  importance,  and  it  is  a 
most  desirable  thing  to  encourage  what 
my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  has  put  for- 
ward, and  to  see  that  the  lads  sent  there 
are  jiroperly  trained  and  turned  out  as 
willing  volunteers  for  service.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  has  said  that  his 
annual  motion  receives  very  little  en- 
couragement, but  perhaps  he  will  allow 
me  to  say  that  the  figures  are  better  still 
this  year.  I  find  that  the  number  of  boys 
sent  from  these  schools  during  the  years 
1894-95-96  were,  to  the  Army,  1,343;  the 
Navy,  343;  and  the  mercantile  marine, 
955.  For  the  years  1895-96-97  the  figures 
rose  to  1,636  for  the  Army ;  410  for  the 
Navy;  and  1,065  in  the  mercantile 
marine.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
may  take  those  figures  as  substantially 
correct.  As  regards  the  industrial 
schools  in  1896,  out  of  703  boys  382 
were  sent  to  sea  ;  but  in  1898  out  of  827 
boys  476  were  sent  to  sea,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  is  a  bad  proportion.  I  think 
from  these  figures  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  will  see  that,  at  any  rate,  we  are 
moving  in  the  right  direction. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 
Admiral  Fieid. 


9.  £21,942,  to  comjdete  the  sum  for 
Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  '  Asylum, 
Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

Class  II.  ' 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £96,868,  ba 
gnmted  to  Her  Majesty  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which 
will  c<mie  in  course  of  pajrment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  m 
March,  1900,  for  the  salaries  and  expenses 
of  the  Office  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  and 
Sulx)rdinate  Offices." 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE :  The  annual 
Debate  on  the  Home  Office  Vote  oughts 
of  course,  to  be  based  on  the  year's  work. 
Here,  in  July,  1899,  all  we  have  before 
us  is  the  work  of  1897,  which  was  already 
Ijefore  us  in  July,  1898,  when  we  dis- 
cussed the  Vote,  excepting,  indeed,  mere 
tables  and  special  reports  on  phosphorus 
and  lead,  supplementary  to  the  regular 
work  of  that  Department.  The  lead  re- 
port, in  its  preliminary  form,  was  itself 
before  the  Home  Secretary  in  July  last 
year.  We  have  not  received  the  report 
of  the  principal  lady  Inspector,  for  which 
we  asked  in  February,  and  which  has  un- 
doubtedly long  since  been  ready,  and  is- 
always,  I  believe,  given  to  the  House  as  a 
whole.  Why  shomd  the  reports  be  kept 
back  1  Three  reasons  were  given  in 
February.  Apparently  the  main  reason 
for  a  delay  greater  than  ever  occurred  be- 
fore was  the  preparation  of  a  Bill  which 
we  have  not  seen.  But  in  1895,  when 
the  Department  had  a  most  important 
Bill,  the  report  of  Mr.  Oram,  then  Chief 
Inspector,  was  presented  on  May  4,  and 
was  delivered  to  Members — Part  1 
on  June  8th,  and  Part  2  on  May  9th. 
We  are  now  told  that  the  Report  for  1898 
is  to  be  "  left  till  autumn,  and  published 
towards  the  end  of  the  year "  ;  and  the 
analogy  of  some  other  lagging  Depart- 
ment is  quoted.  There  are  some  Depart- 
ments which  publish  their  annual  reports 
as  early  as  ilaroh.  Are  they  to  be  put 
eight  months  later.  Are  we  also  in  future 
to  have  the  Mines  Report  delayed  for  six 
months,  which  is  now  circulated  in  Klay  ? 
Last  year  the  trouble  of  preparing  the 
tables  was  given  as  a  reason  for  a  delay, 
which  was,  however,  much  less  than  the 
delay  this  year,  for  we  had  advance  copies, 
of  the  Report  just  in  time  for  the  \  ote^ 
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The  tables  this  year  have  already  been  ' 
given.  We  are  without  the  ordinary 
Report  of  the  work,  and  we  do  not  know 
how  the  Department  is  doing  its  work.  I 
said  that  three  reasons  were  given  in 
February  for  the  delay — that  of  the  Bill 
which  1  have  answered  by  this  case  of 
1R95 ;  that  of  the  preparation  of  special 
Beports,  of  which  thelead  Report,  I  believe, 
was  really  ready  before  the  session,  • 
and  both  of  which  have  long  since 
been  out ;  and  that  of  reorganisation 
of  the  Department.  Is  not  that  reorgani- ' 
sation  already  over  1  The  Bill  has  been  | 
dropped,  and  nothing  survives  of  the 
reasons  for  further  delay.  Falling  back 
upon  all  we  have  upon  the  work  of  the  ■ 
I)epartment,  namely,  the  1897  Report, 
we  are  there  told  that  it  is  too  soon  to 
judge  of  the  working  of  the  Truck  Act  of 
1896,  and  this  forms  an  additional  reason 
why  we  should  have  had  before  us  the , 
Report  of  1898.  I  cannot  avoid  moving 
a  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  defender 
of  a  system  under  which  the  work  of  the  ■ 
Factory  and  Workshop  Department  can- 
not be  judged,  for  the  Committee  and 
the  House  are  left  in  the  dark,  except  as 
regardathe  special  Reports — Reports  which 
have  not  been  fully  acted  upon.  For  the 
special  Report  on  lead  I  have  onh'  praise. 
Its  result,  it  was  admitted  in  July  last, 
ought  to  be  a  great  improvement  in 
special  rules,  and  legislation  if  necessary. 
But  arbitration  on  special  rules  remains, 
against  which  I  gave  a  notice  at  the 
l^nning  of  the  session,  and  which  has 
been  condemned  by  the  present  Home 
Secretary  and  by  the  two  last  Home 
Secretaries  on  the  Opposition  side.  There 
are  two  private  Members'  Factories  and 
Workshops  Bills  before  the  House.  Both 
of  them  have  clauses  abolishing  arbitration 
in  special  rules,  and  there  ai'e  also  many 
■  other  points  in  the  admirable  Bill  of  my 
honourable  friend  the  Member  for  Ber- 
wickshire, which  I  hope  the  Home 
Secretary  will  include  in  his.  In  the 
Debate  last  year  the  Home  Sec- 
retary said  that  it  was  not  easy  to  get 
special  rules,  because  they  must  be  framed 
in  such  a  way  as  to  be  successful  on  ar- 
bitration ;  and  he  said  he 

'  *<  bad  to  do  the  best  I  could  under  ratlier  diffi- 
cult circnniBtanceB." 

In  that  Debate  he  expressed  his  agree- 
ment with  all  of  us  who  urged  that 
arbitration  on  special  rules  should  be  got 
rid  of ;  or,  at  least,  modified  "  by  legisla- 
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tion."  Does  the  Home  Secretary's  Bill,, 
as  drawn,  abolish  arbitration  on  special 
rules  1  We  must  insist  that  that  Bill,, 
when  introduced  next  year,  shall  do  so. 
It  was  on  this  point  that  we  divided  last 
year,  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouthshire  asked 
for  an  undertaking  that  in  1899  the  Home 
Secrotuy  would  abolish  arbitration  on 
special  rules — a  pledge  which  in  distinct 
terms  he  did  not  give,  xhe  session  of  1899' 
has  gone  without  our  obtaining  this,  and 
now  we  ask  for  a  definite  pledge  for  next 
year.  On  the  10th  April  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  North  Monmouthshire- 
asked  the  Home  Secretary  whether  the- 
Factory  and  Workshop  Bill  to  be  intro- 
duced this  session  would  contain  provi- 
sions such  as  those  suggested  by  Pro- 
fessors Thorpe  and  Oliver  in  their  Report 
on  lead  in  the  potteries,  for  prohibiting 
the  use  of  lead  for  glasing  earthenware  in 
those  kinds  of  ware  in  which  it  has  been 
proved  unnecessary ;  for  prescribing  the 
use  of  fritted  lead;  for  prohibiting  the 
use  of  raw  lead  ;  and  for  prohibiting  the 
employment  of  young  persons  and  women 
as  dippers,  dippers'  assistants,  ware 
cleaners,  and  ^ost  placers,  where  lead 
glaze  is  used.    The  reply  was : 


"The  Bill  to  amend  the  law  which  he  has. 
preptured  will  give  power  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  d«Eil,  under  certnin  conditioos,  with 
all  these  points." 

In  the  Debate  last  year  the  Home 
Secretary  announced  that  the  use  of 
leadless  glaze  was  "  within  measurable 
distance."  But  experiment  is  now  being 
made  a  ground  for  delay  ;  and  surely  we 
should  fix  a  period  within  which  the 
recommendations  of   Drs.  Thorpe  and 

,  Oliver  tnust  be  adopted  ;  and  this  meana 
legishttion  to  get  rid  of  arbitration  on 
rules.    The  Home  Secretary  last  year 

.  appeared  to  be  somewhat  opp(»ed  to  direct 
legislation  on  lead,  but  said  that  a  sugges- 
tion which  fell  from  me,  that  he  should 
be  given  greater  power  as  to  special  rules 
was  "  well  worthy  of  consideration."  This 
means  legislation  to  abolish  arbitration. 

'  He  has,  however,  not  only  not  proposed 

.  this  year  the  legislation  on  lead  itself,. 

'  which  he  seemed  to  promise  my  hon. 

.  friend  the  Alember  for  North  Monmouth- 
shire on  the  10th  April,  but  not  even 
legislation  to  abolish  arbitration  on 
special  rules,  and  he  has  not  issued  the 
further  special  rules  which  he  led  us  ti> 

!  expect.    In  the  Debate  last  year,  toward*. 
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its  close,  my  ton.  friend  the  hon.  baronet 
iiie  Member  for  Glasgow  asked  whether, 
Supposing  that  the  Report  of  the  ex- 
-perts  did  not  justify  the  Home  Secretary  in 
jvtdiibiting  altogewer  the  useof  duigerous 
substances  in  the  potteries  and  match 
trade,  would  he  undertake  that  the  special 
rules  applying  to  those  two  trades  should 
be  strengthened  at  an  early  date,  and 
that  he  would  resort  to  legislation  if  he 
«aw  no  prospect  of  arriving  at  the  result 
<]e8ired  by  special  rules  X "    The  Home 
Secretary  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
-except  that  he  could  not  definitely  pledge 
bimself  as  to  l^slation  in  this  sesuon. 
The  pledge,  however,  was  a  starcmg  one 
AS  given,  and  it  led  to  the  hon.  Baronet, 
who  had  spoken  for  the  Am«idment,  not 
voting   fu;ainst  the  Home  Secretary's 
■salaiy.    Will  the  Home  Secretary  pledge 
himself  in  the  same  terms,  but  in  woras 
involving  the  early  introduction  of  the 
Bill  next  year  t   The  Home  Secretary's 
last  words  last  year  were,  "  Of  course 
I  know  that  in  both  matters  I  must  go 
'further,   and   I  am  going  to  do  so." 
How  far  has  he  done  sol    We  cannot 
find   in  the  biases   of  lead  poisoning 
brought   to   us   from    the  Potteries 
■any    improvement     on     the  whole. 
The  need  for  lead  legislation  is  pressing, 
And  if  I  had  thought  that  there  was  the 
^slightest  chance  of  obtaining  satisfactory 
legislation  this  year  I  should  have  con- 
tinued to  ask  for  its  introduction ;  but 
when  on  the  19th  June  no  date  could  be 
fixed  for  that  introduction,  I  foresaw  the 
•certainty  of  failure,  and  declared  that, 
:80oner  than  have  a  mere  shred  of  a  Bill 
this  year — a  Bill  making  a  dangerous 
relaxation  of  the  law  with  regard  to  fish 
and  jam,  and  not  abolishing  arbitration 
upon  special  rules,  we  had  sooner  wait 
ior  it  to  be  next  year,  what  it  was 
promised  in  two  speeches  of  Cabinet 
Ministers  to  be  this  year,  nameljf,  one  of 
the  chief  measures  of  the  session.  On 
the  19th  June,  however,  the  Leader  of 
the  House  said  that  the  Home  Secretary 
had  done  so  much  by  way  of  administra- 
tive action  in  the  dangerous  trades — and 
I  think  he  meant  in  the  Potteries — that  the 
need  for  a  Bill  was  much  lessened ;  that  is  a 
statement  the  accuracy  of  which  I  entirely 
deny.  What  has  he  done  since  the  Debate 
•of  July  last  year,  and  the  declarations  that 
I  have  quoted  1    What  of  his  own  ad- 
mission that  under  the  present  system  he 
can  only  do  the  best  he  can  "  under 
rather  difficult  circumstances  "  t    I  will 
Sir  Cluu-ley  Dilkf. 
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only  mention  one  point  in  the  Lead  Report. 
We  are  all  in  favour  of  the  use  of  leaoleas 
glaze,  but  the  potters  have  insisted  on  de- 
uiy,  and,  therefore,  we  ought  at  once,  if  we 
follow  the  advice  of  Professor  Thorpe  and 
Dr.  Oliver,  to  discoura^  the  employment 
of  women  and  girls  m  the  dangerous 
branches.  Raw  lead  is  still  being  used  in 
the  potteries,  in  spite  of  the  Report,  and 
in  spite  of  the  Home  Secretary's  advice, 
in  vast  quantities  ;  and  we  seem  to  be  no 
nearer  definite  action  than  we  were  last 
year.  With  re^rd  to  the  Phosphorus 
Report,  which  is  also  good,  the  same 
difficulty  as  to  rules  and  arbitration  has 
admittedly  arisen.  In  the  use  of  phos- 
phorus we  are  belund  other  countries.  The 
Keport  points  out  that  international  agree- 
ment may  not  be  difficult  to  obtain  in  this 
case.  Are  any  steps  being  taken  to  bring 
it  about  1  In  the  Debate  last  year  the 
Home  Secretary  said  that  with  regard  to 
phosphorus  he  was  within  measurable 
distance  of  trying  special  rules,  leaving 
legislation  to  be  considered  in  the  future 
if  found  necessary.  What  has  he  done 
as  regards  phosphorus  since  the  issue  of 
the  Report,  and  since  the  Debate  last 
year  t    I  hope  that  we  shall  not  again  be 

Eut  oflT  with  mere  dentistry,  because  we 
ad  that  last  yeu-  at  full  length.  We 
need  still  more  women  inspectors.  We 
need  one,  for  example,  in  the  Potteries, 
as  was  clearly  shown  last  year,  and  where 
the  inspection  continues  to  be  feeble. 
We  need  one  in  Birmingham  and  its 
neighbourhood  for  longer  periods  than  at 
present,  and  I  would  quote  upon  that 
subject  a  letter  from  a  leadmg  trade 
unionist — 

"  A  tlying  visit  of  a  day  or  two  is  wcHim  than 
useless,  Decaii»  it  raises  expectations  wh'ch  are 
never  realised.  If  any  good  is  to  be  done,  we 
want  someone  here  for  at  least  two  or  three 
weekfi.  .  .  .  ConaiderinK  the  enonnous  number 
of  women  workers  in  Uirmingham  and  the 
di»toict,  a  residence  here  for  a  few  weeks  ol 
one  of  the  lady  inspectors  is  an  absolate 
necessity." 

j  The  same  view  M-as  put  before  the  Com- 
mittee last  year,  and  I  believe  the  Home 
'  Secretary  will  be  supported  in  any  eon- 
;  flict  he  may  have  with  the  Treasury 
'  in  order  to  strengthen  this  Department. 
'  When  we  do  see  the  Factories  and  Work- 
\  shops  Bill  early  next  year — I  trust  \ra 
,  shall  be  promised — may  we  hope  that  it 
will  be  a  really  considerable  measure,  and 
j  contain,  not  only  the  abolition  of  arbitra- 
I  tion  on  special  rules,  but  such  necessary 
>  clauses  on  other  subjects  as,  for  example. 
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proposals  with  regard  to  sweated  districts, 
to  remedy  the  complete  breakdown  of 
Section  5  of  this  Act  of  1895 1  Much, 
however,  may  be  done,  even  under  the 
existing  law,  with  regard  to  outworkers, 
and,  generally  speaking,  it  is  certain  that 
the  existing  laws,  through  the  insufficiency 
of  inspection,  are  not  adequately  enforced. 
Cases  are  centinually  quoted  which  in- 
spection would  remedy,  and  quoted  even 
by  Ministers.  The  Vice-President  of  the 
Council  recently  referred  to  "  the 
champion  boy,  who  is  under  six  years  of 
age,  and  works  in  a  brickfield  at  brick- 
making."  That  brickfield  is  proI>ably 
either  a  factory  or  a  workshop^  and  the 
employment  is  illegal.  As  reganla  home 
work  and  sweated  districts,  the  Bill  of  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Berwickshire 
represents  my  minimum.  May  we  trust 
that  we  shall  have  such  provisions  in  that 
Government  Bill  promised  by  two  Cabinet 
Ministers  as  one  of  the  principal 
measures  of  the  present  year,  and  which 
we  trust  we  may  at  least  see  next  year  % 
To  delay  the  Bill  beyond  the  early  part 
of  next  session  would  be  really  inex- 
cusable, but  whatever  may  be  the  promises 
of  the  Government  on  that  point — and  I 
feel  the  Committee  has  a  right  to  expect 
them — the  delay  in  the  annual  Report  is 
a  matter  which  cannot  be  excused,  and  I 
shall  therefore  divide  the  Committee  on 
the  motion  for  the  reduction..  I  move, 
Sir. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed — 

"That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  redaced  by 
£100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  Uie  Secretaiy 
of  State."— (-StV  Charles  JHlke.) 

Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam) :  I  rise  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
saying,  with  respect  to  certain  recom- 
mendations made  by  the  Committee  pre- 
sided over  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ber- 
wickshire, that  I  hope  the  Home  Secretary 
will  not  give  effect  to  such  of  them  as 
apply  to  the  manufacture  and  use  of 
grindstones  and  to  the  cutting  of  files 
by  hand  without  a  further  in- 
quiry in  the  districts  which  they 
affect.  The  recommendations  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  have  created 
great  misapprehension  in  these 
districts,  and  have  not  commuided  the 
confidence  of  either  the  employers  or  the 
working  classes.  Let  us  assume,  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  that  this  apprehension 
is  quite  unjustified,  and  that  the  recom- 


mendations of  the  committee  are  perfectly 
right ;  it  is  nevertheless  obvious  that  with 
this  want  of  confidence  existing  any 
legislation  based  on  these  recommenda- 
tions would  not  have  that  general  and 
moral  support  from  all  classes  concerned 
which  can  and  can  alone  form  the  proper 
foundation  for  legislation  pf  this  kind.  It- 
is  undoubtedly  thought  in  the  district* 
affected  that  all  the  evidence  that  ought 
to  be  taken  had  not  been  taken,  and  that 
certain  of  the  recommendations,  if  earned 
out  to  the  full  extent,  might  go  far  to> 
driving  certain  industries  out  of  existence- 
In  respect  to  the  file-cutting  industry,  L 
would  ask  of  the  Home  Secretary,  in  the- 
interests  of  the  working  men  no  less  than 
of  the  employers,  that  some  kind  of 
new  inquiry  should  be  held  before, 
any  drastic  proposal  is  applied  to  it.. 
The  question  of  the  efficacy  of  the  present 
procedure  has  been  raised  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean.  The  weak  point  in  the  proce- 
dure by  arbitration,  undoubtedly,  is  that 
it  gives  power  to  legislate  for  large  classes 
in  this  country  to  pereons  who  might  be 
totally  irresponsible  to  the  legislating. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  procedure  does 
contain  as  an  essential  part  that  which-. 
must  be  an  essentia  part  of  any  inquiry 
by  which  you  arrive  at  legislative  results 
— viz.,  that  there  must  be  some  kind  of 
local  inquiry  among  the  persons  princi- 
pally concerned.  All  I  plead  for  in 
this  case  is  that  there  should  be 
a  full  and  complete  local  inquiry. 
The  inquiry  in  particular  cases  has  not 
been  so  satisfactory  and  complete  as  to 
lead  to  a  change  in  the  conditions  under 
which  the  trade  has  been  carried  on.  I 
hope  that  the  Home  Secretary,  in  the 
course  of  giving  effect  to  his  adminis- 
trative powers,  without  the  aid  of  further 
legislation,  will  secure  full  and  complete 
local  inquiry. 

*Mr.  L.  R.  HOLLAND  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Bow) ;  I  wish  to  join  in  the  ex- 
pression of  regret  which  fell  from  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean  that  the  report  of  the  Inspector- 
General  has  not  yet  been  put  before  the 
House.  Surely  it  must  be  prejudicial  to 
a  proper  consideration  of  the  Home  Office 
Vote  that  we  have  no  acquaintance  with 
the  operation  and  administration  of  the 
Factory  Laws  during  the  last  year.  I 
should  think  that  there  can  be  no  insuper- 
able reason  why  the  Report  should  be 
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:  seven  numths  overdue,  and  I  trust  the 
Home  Secretaiy  will  see  that  the  Report 
is  in  future  in  the  hands  of  Members  in 
the  month  of  May.     If  I  remember 

.aright,  the  discussion  of  last  year  turned 
mainly  on  two  questions— namely,  the 
evils  associated  with  the  use  of  raw 
lead  and  white  phosphorus  in  the  match 
industry.  It  was  the  opinion  of  many 
Members  of  the  House  that  the  criticism 
and  the  proposals  made  by  my  hon. 
iriend  the  Member  for  Berwickshire  and 
■other  hon.  Members  were  perhaps  too 
•drastic  and  too  sweei>ing,  but  eveiy  Tpio- 
posal  and-  every  criticism  made  during 
fast  year's  debate  have  been  more 
than  justified  in  every  particular 
by  the  invaluable  reports  which  have 
been  issued  by  Dr.  Oliver  and  Dr.  Thorpe. 
I  should  think  that  the  Committee  and 
the  country  must  be  grateful  to  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary  for 
having  directed  such  a  valuable,  minute, 
and  authoritative  inquiry  into  the  evils  of 
poisoning  from  the  use  of  lead  and  phos- 
phorus, and  the  remedies  which  may  be  ap- 
plied to  them.  The  contention  last  year  of 
hon.  Members  who  followed  my  friend 
the  hon.  Member  for  Berwickshire  was, 
that  as  regards  the  lead  trade,  the  age 
limit  was  too  low,  and  that  the  employ- 
ment of  all  young  persons  should  be 
prohibited  in  dangerous  trades  ;  that 
■either  the  use  of  raw  lead  should  be 
prohibited,  or  that  the  process  should  be 
subjected  to  more  stringent  regulations 
l^an  are  applied  to  it  now.  Well,  the 
report  supported  these  contentions. 
Doctors  Ouver  and  Thorpe  recommend 
that  the  employment  of  young  persons  in 
the  raw  lead  process  should  be  forbidden, 
and  a  total  prohibition  of  the  raw  lead 
process.  This  last  recommendation  will 
require  legislation,  as  I  imagine  it  cannot 
be  effected  by  special  rules.  I  confess 
that  I  am  not  sure  whether  the  time  is 
•quite  ripe  for  such  legislation.  However 
that  may  be,  I  do  urge  the  Home  Office, 
meanwhile,  to  insist  that,  at  any  rate, 
the  same  special  regulations  which 
Are  applied  to  dangerous  trades 
^scheduled  under  the  Act  of  1878 
shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  raw 
lead  process,  so  far  as  to  absolutely  pro- 
hibit the  employment  of  young  persons 
where  the  process  is  in  operation.  Surely 
no  person  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
shomd  be  exposed  at  the  outset  to  have 
his  whole  life  wrecked  by  the  diseases 
engendered  in  the  raw  lead  process.  The 

Mr.  L,  R.  ffolland. 


application  of  more  stringent  regulations 
in  the  use  of  raw  lead  mi^t  encouraee  a 
higher  standard  of  efficiency,  by  mtSdng 
it  the  interest  of  employers  to  discard  the 
more  dangerous  process,  and  so  be  free  to 
employ  young  persons,  I  was  glad  to 
hear  the  Home  Secretary  in  answer  to 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  attrilnite  a  con- 
siderable reduction  in  cases  of  disease  to 
the  operation  of  the  special  rules.  In  the 
course  of  the  discussion  last  year  the 
Home  Secretary  said  that  the  special 
rules  would  have  to  be  applied  to  600 
firms,  that  450  had  accepted  the  rules, 
and  that  150  appealed  to  arbitration.  I 
want  to  know  whether  it  is  the  case  that 
those  employers  who  held  out  for  arbitra- 
tion have  got  the  best  terms,  and  have 
obtained  the  largest  concessions.  If  that 
I  be  so  surely  it  is  only  another  illustration 
of  the  absurdity  of  the  arbitration  clauses 
I  in  the  Act  of  1891,  that  in  the  same  dis- 
'  trict  and  in  the  same  trade  employers 
I  should  be  subjected  to  rules  of  varying 
I  stringency,  and  that  the  Home  Office 
!  should  acquiesce  in  that  decision.  It  ia 
'  probable  that  it  is  just  in  those  works 
'  where  the  special  rules  in  their  in- 
'  tegrity  are  most  needed  that  these 
I  concessions  have  been  made.  Personally 
I  I  trust  the  Home  Secretary  will  see  hia 
I  way  to  fulfil  the  hopes  he  held  out  last 
I  session,  and  introduce  legislation  to  get 
rid  of  this  obstacle  to  the  application  of  the 
!  special  rules  which  the  Home  Office  think 
I  it  right  to  apply.  I  confess  that  it  is  a 
j  fair  matter  of  complaint  that  legislation 
j  has  not  been  introduced  this  session.  At 
the  same  time,  I  would  rather  wait  for  a 
I  really  substantial  measure  of  reform  than 
I  that  the  House  should  hurry  through  a 
1  slight  proposal.  Meanwhile,  in  many 
,  instances  it  is  not  so  much  legislation — 
I  though  some  legislation  there  ought  to 
'  be — as  efficient  Home  Office  administra- 
I  tion  which  ia  required,  as,  for  instance,  in 
[  the  yellow  phosphorus  industry.  I  know 
I  it  is  proposed  to  prohibit  the  use  of  yellow 
\  phosphorus,  as  is  done  in  Denmark  and 
j  Switzerland.  But  I  doubt  the  expedi- 
I  ency  of  doing  so.  The  demand  for 
I  a  strike-on-any-place  match  ia  very 
1  deep  seated  in  England.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  establishea  that  there  is  any 
'  composition  which  does  not  contain  phoa- 
I  phorus  to  make  a  strike-anywhere  match 
I  which  has  been  acommerciiil  success.  The 
[  trade  of  Denmark  and  Switzerland  is 
not  an  export  trade ;  but  our  trade, 
{  especially  in  yellow  phosphorus  matches, 
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Is  mainly  export,  and  largely  witb  the 
colonies,  and  the  prohibition  of  yellow 
phosphorus  in   Englaad,   unless  it  be 
accompanied  by  international  agreement,  { 
would  be  only  to  transfer  the  trade  to  ; 
Japan,  Sweden,  and  Belgium.  The  inevit- ' 
^ble  deduction  from  the  Report  of  Drs.  ^ 
Olirer  and  Thorpe  is  that  the  Home  Office  ■ 
■do  not  employ  their  existing  powers  in  j 
regard  to  this  trade  to  full  advantage,  j 
I    do    not    know    what    impression  i 
that  Report  has  made  on  the  minds  of  ; 
hon  Members,  but  I  confess  it  has  made  a  \ 
most  unpleasant  impression  on  me,  both  ; 
A8  to  the  standard  of  efficiency  required  j 
and  as  to  the  efficiency  of  inspection.  The  ^ 
medical  inspection  required  under  the  ^ 
special  rules  of  1893  is  inadequate.  But  the 
■appliances  for  ventilation  and  the  lavatory  ! 
Arrangements  are  to  be  such  as  are  satis- ' 
factory  in  the  opinion  of  the  Home  Office,  i 
Yet  wereadinthe Report  thattheworks  are 
old,  that  the  arrangements  for  mechanical 
ventilation  are  far  behind  those  on  the  Con- ' 
tinent,  that  in  most  of  the  English  factories 
the  protection  in  dangerous  processes  is 
absolutely  incomplete,  and  that,  with  one 
exception — in  the  case  of  an  American 
company  which  has  a  manufactory  in 
England — the  ventilation   and  lavatory 
jurangements  are  not  comparable  to  those 
abroad.    It  comes  to  this,  that  in  matters 
in  which  the  health  and  safety  of  those 
engaged  in  this  industry  are  intimately 
■concerned,  we  have  to  go  for  precept  and 
example  to  foreign  countries.    We  boast 
ourselves  as  being  pioneers  in  ventilation 
and  lavatory  accommodation,  and  yet  we 
find  our  standard  is  infinitely  below  that 
which  prevails  in  foreign  countries  ;  and 
the  worst  feature  of  the  situation  is  that 
the  standard  is  accepted  by  the  Home 
Office  and  their  inspectors.    That  is  a 
matter  which  deserves  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  the  House.   My  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Berwickshire,  in  an  article 
which  he  wrote,  mentioned  that  the  special 
rules  of  1894  had  broken-down  in  the 
Potteries  district.    The  Employers'  Asso- 
■ciation    contested    the    statement  of 
the    hon.    Member   for  Berwickshire, 
but  only  on  the  ground  that  the  break- 
down was  not  due  to  any  inherent  shortr 
•coming  in  the  rules  themselves,  but  to 
insufficient  inspection ;  that  it  was  mani- 
festly impossible  for  one  inspector  ade- 
■quately  to  overlook  a  district  containing 
10,000  women  workers.     Since  that  a 
new  inspector  has  been  appointed,  and  yet 
we  cannot  be  sure  that  the  inspection  is 


as  efficient  as  we  desire.  The  efficiency 
of  the  appliances  on  which  the  safety  of  the 
people  employed  is  dependent,  depends 
on  the  efficiency  of  the  inspection.  It  is 
clear  from  the  report  that  the  standard  of 
Home  Office  requirements  in  regard  to  the 
match  industry  has  not  been  of  a  very 
high  character.  I  know  that  the  inspectors 
have  got  obstacles  to  contend  with,  and 
that  frequently  they  are  not  properly 
supported  by  the  magistrates  when  they 
bring  breaches  of  the  Factory  Acts  into 
court.  But,  making  allowance  for  all 
that,  it  is  clear  that  much  of  the  inspec- 
tion in  the  ease  of  the  Potteries  and  the 
match  factories  is  not  of  the  best.  I 
cannot  help  regretting  that  the  Home 
Secretary  has  not  seen  his  way  to  in- 
vigorate the  system  of  inspection  by 
appointing  a  larger  number  of  women  in- 
spectors, who  would  make  reports  to  the 
chief  district  inspector.  In  the  f^t  End 
of  London,  for  instance,  where  a  large 
number  of  women  and  children  are  em- 
ployed in  the  match  industry,  inspection 
would  be  more  reliable  if  a  woman  inspec- 
tor devoted  her  whole  time  to  the  work. 
In  the  Potteries  districts,  where  20,000 
I  women  and  12,000  children  are  at  work, 
I  efficient  iiupeetion  is  of  paramount  im- 
I  portance.  In  \'iew  of  the  whole  circum- 
I  stances  and  conditions  on  which  inspection 
I  is  carried  out,  there  could  be  no  more 
fruitful  subject  of  inquiry  by  a  small 
Commission  or  a  Select  Committee,  or 
even  a  Departmental  Committee. 

♦Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  West): 
I  desire  to  support  the  appeal  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bow  to  the  Home 
Secretary,  more  especially  in  regard  to 
'  the  match  industry.    The  extent  of  this 
'  industry  is  very   great,  inasmuch  as 
I  matches  to  the  value  of  £1,500,000  are 
yearly  manufactured  in  this  country.  Of 
course,  it  will  be  stated  that  when  we 
'  desire  to  make  any  improvement  in  the 
conditions  under  which  these  matches  are 
I  made  we  have  to  consider  the  question  of 
,  foreign  competition.    I  am  well  aware  of 
I  that.    There  are  450  match  factories  in 
j  Germany  and  Austria,  and  60  in  Norway 
and  Sweden  ;  and  in  one  particular  place 
i  in  Sweden  no  fewer  than  6,000  persons  are 
!  engaged  in  this  particular  trade.  There- 
I  fore  the  importance  of  an  international 
I  agreement  of  some  kind  cannot  be  depre- 
cated, and  more  especially  because  we  are 
I  led  to  believe  that  this  is  a  favourable 
I  moment  to  take  action  in  the  matter.  I 
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lun  disposed  to  think  that  the  suggestion 
which  fell  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Bow 
has  much  in  it,  and  that  the  rules  which 
exist  in  this  country,  if  stringently  carried 
out  under  an  increased  staff  of  inspectors, 
would  lead  to  a  more  desirable  state  of 
things  than  at  present.  It  is  acknow- 
ledged in  every  country  that  all  the 
dishes  from  which  workers  suffer  are 
due  to  the  fumes  of  yellow  phosphorus. 
But  there  is  another  form  of  disease — 
fatty  degeneration  of  the  kidneys—  which 
is  manifested  in  those  who  work  at  this 
trade  in  all  countries,  although  it  is  not 
so  apparent  as  other  diseases.  The 
soundness  or  otherwise  of  the  general 
health  of  the  workers  has  much  to  do 
with  the  matter.  We  know  that  where 
amorphous,  or  rod  phosphorus  is  used 
necrosis  does  not  prevail,  and  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  young  persons  is  frequently 
due  to  the  lowness  oi  wages.  If  the  roles 
in  regard  to  this  trade  could  be  made  suffi- 
cient!}' stringent  we  should  not  have  so 
many  young  persons  employed.  The 
principal  disease  amongst  them  is  ansemia, 
and  the  one  cure  for  that  is  large  quanti- 
ties of  milk  and  a  nourishing  diet  of  flesh 
food.  But  that  diet  these  young  persons 
cannot  provide  themselves  with  out  of 
their  low  wages.  The  next  most  fatal 
disease  is  phthisis,  and  that  is  brought 
about  by  bad  ventilation.  Better  venti- 
lation is  what  is  demanded  by  inspectors 
in  their  reports.  "We  know  that  a  certain 
number  of  persons  engaged  in  these  trades 
can  resist  in  a  greater  degree  than  others 
the  approach  of  special  diseases.  It  is 
found  that  those  who  have  no  taint  of 
syphilis,  phthisis,  or  ansemia  can  resist  the 
deadly  effects  of  the  phosphorus  fumes. 
Another  point  which  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  is  the  very  detrimental 
effect  which  these  fumes  have  on  women 
in  a  certain  condition,  and  in  Sweden 
there  are  very  strict  rules  in  regard  to 
the  employment  of  women  in  such  condi- 
tion. Manufacturers  in  every  part 
of  the  world  declare  that  they  use 
special  mixtures,  which  are  not  so 
deleterious  as  those  of  their  neigh- 
bours. Be  the  special  rules,  they  are  so 
framed  that  by  arbitration  or  private 
agreement,  any  manufacturer  can  drive  a 
coach  through  them.  As  to  the  restric- 
tion i  on  the  amount  of  yellow  phosphorus 
which  can  be  used,  we  know  that  in 
certain  coimtries  they  have  reduced  it  to 
8  per  cent.,  and  in  Holland  it  has  been 
reduced  to  5  per  cent.  I  therefore  suggest 
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to  the  right  hon.  the  Home  Secretary  to 
make  some  rule  in  that  direction.  I 
come  now  to  another  point,  namely,  the 
great  importance  of  alternative  employ- 
ment. It  has  been  found  in  different 
factories  that  by  giving,  say,  two  weeks* 
employment  in  the  dipping  house — which 
is  the  worst  part  of  the  process — and  then 
passing  the  workers  on  to  other  rooms  for 
a  few  weeks,  their  health  is  preserved  for 
a  much  longer  period.  As  regards  the  pro- 
hibition of  young  persons  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years  of  age,  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  control  them,  and  therefore  I 
suggest  the  desirability  of  prohibiting  any 
person  tmder  eighteen  years  of  age  from 
being  employed  in  this  industry  at  all. 
It  is  well  known  that  it  is  especially  at- 
this  period — from  twelve  and  thirteen 
years  of  age  to  seventeen  and  eightecD 
years  of  age — that  the  teeth  are  most- 
likely  to  ga  A  young  person  may  be 
taken  into  a  factory  whose  teeth  are  in 
perfect  condition,  and  within  a  year  a. 
large  number  of  these  teeth  may  be  found 
to  be  unsound.  Therefore  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Home  OfBce  to  protect  these 
young  persons  from  the  risks  peculiar  to- 
these  poisonous  fumes.  But  perhaps  the 
most  important  question  of  all  is  that  of 
ventilation.  This  is  a  matter  over  which 
the  Home  Office  distimitly  can,  by  means 
of  its  inspectors,  exercise  control,  and  it 
is  known  that  the  introduction  of  a- 
certain  arrangement  for  ventilation  in  the 
dipping  room  will,  with  almost  certainty, 
act  as  a  preventive  as  regards  phossy  jaw. 
There  is  another  matter  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might  favourably  con- 
sider, and  that  is  the  desirability  of 
greater  stringency  in  medical  examina- 
tion. There  should  be  a  medical  examina- 
tion for  all  persons  desiring  to  enter  these 
trades,  in  order  that  it  may  be  seen 
whether  they  have  any  tendency  to  tho 
diseases  to  which  I  have  referred. 
Then,  again,  there  should  be  & 
periodical — say  a  monthly — visitation  of 
all  persons  engaged  in  these  factories.  In 
connection  with  that  I  would  suggest  th© 
appointment,  not  only  of  a  surgeon,  who 
ought  to  be  a  paid  official  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  also  of  a  dentist,  who  should 
likewise  be  a  paid  official.  If  these  two 
officers  made  periodical  visits  to  the  fac- 
tories, I  am  persuaded  that  by  the 
I  diseases  in  every  case  being  taken  in  time, 
a  large  amount  of  sufTering  might  be 
obviated.  I  have  already  referred  to  the 
carelessness  of  workers.   It  seems  to  me 
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that  there  is  a  tendency  amongst  all  work- 
people to  shirk  the  operation  of  washing, 
simply  in  order  that  they  may  gain 
^greater  time  for  their  meals  or  amuse- 
ments, more  especially  when  it  comes  to 
leaving  the  factory  in  the  daytime.  I 
venture  to  surest  that  if  an  r«xtra  ten 
minutes  were  given  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  ablutions,  there  would  not  be 
8o  much  difficulty  in  enforcing  this  rule. 
There  should  be,  moreover,  every  facility 
for  all  engaged  in  this  industry  to  obtain 
A  constant  supply  of  antiseptic  mouth- 
wash. Another  point  of  importance  is 
that  instead  of  the  operatives  taking  their 
meals  anywhere  and  anyhow,  they  should 
be  obligra  to  take  them  in  some  dining- 
room,  which  should  be  fairly  and  comfort- 
ably heated.  I  must  say  that  of  all  the 
points  which  have  been  brought  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  notice,  none 
appears  to  me  to  be  of  greater  importance 
than  the  appointment  of  a  woman  factory 
inspector.  I  remember  being  present 
at  a  meeting  of  the  deputation  which 
waited  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  connection  with  the  work  in  the  pot^ 
teries,  and  this  seemed  to  be  moat  strongly 
brought  out  by  all  present ;  and  the  same 
holds  ^ood  as  regards  the  match  trade. 
There  is  yet  another  point,  and  that  is  the 
•desirability  of  the  extension,  in  some 
neasure,  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act.  I  contend  that  the  workers  in  these 
trades  have  as  much  right  to  come  under 
the  Act  as  those  who  suffer  from  accidents, 
for  all  these  diseases  to  which  they  are 
liable  are,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  accidental, 
and  distinctly  peculiar  to  these  particular 
trades.  We  know  that  many  of  these 
trnfortunate  young  persons  are  obliged  to 
undergo  operation  after  operation.  Seve- 
xal  cases  have  been  brought  to  my  notice 
-where  persons  have  undei^gone  an  opera- 
tion three  or  four  times,  and  have  had 
portions  of  their  jaw  removed.  In  some 
cases  they  have  had  a  great  number  of 
teeth  removed ;  in  fact,  they  have  under- 
cone  great  agony,  and  in  many  eases 
nave  as  good  as  lost  a  limb.  Well,  some 
rule  ought  to  be  framed  which  would 

five  them  the  same  compensation,  where 
ue  care  has  not  been  taken  by  the  em- 
ployers, as  in  the  case  of  workmen  who 
sustain  accidents.  The  next  point  which 
{  wouM  Uke  to  suggest  is  that  there 
should  be  some  substitution  of  less  dan- 
^rous  materials  in  the  workshops ;  and  if 
the  Home  Office  were  more  stringent  in 
this  respect,  it  would  have  the  result  of 
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stimulating  invention.  If  manufacturet^ 
found  that  they  could  not  go  on  in  their 
old  way  without  sufficient  consideration 
for  those  they  employ,  they  would  un- 
doubtedly, considenng  the  great  advance 
which  has  been  made  in  chemistry  of  recent 
years,  discover  some  dififerent  material 
which  would  be  equally  suitable  for  their 
purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  less 
deleterious  to  the  health  of  their  employees. 
In  referring  for  a  few  moments  to 
another  industry,  namely,  the  jam-making 
industry,  which  is  connected  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  with  the  fish  in- 
dustry, I  regret  to  say  that  the  manu- 
facturers engaged  in  these  trades  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  leniency  of  the 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  employing 
the  same  individiuu  to  work  in  both 
trades,  uid  thereby  over-ride  the  wishes 
of  this  House  and  at  the  same  time  the 
regulations  of  the  Home  Office.  In 
London,  the  jam  industry  is  not  only  a 
very  large  but  a  constantly-developing 
one,  and  I  can  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  in  one  particular  case,  to 
my  own  knowledge,  in  the  south  of 
London,  a  state  of  things  exists  which  is 
deplorable.  The  persons  who  suffer  most 
are  the  young  daughters  of  the  very 
poorest  of  the  working  classes  in  South 
London.  I  am  given  to  understand,  how- 
ever, that  we  shall  be  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  dealing  with  this  question  on 
Monday  week,  and  therefore  I  Mali  not 
trouble  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with 
any  further  reference  to  the  subject  at  the 
present  moment. 

*Captain  GREVILLE  (Bradfoi^,  E.) : 
In  connection  with  this  Vote,  I  should 
like  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Home  Secretary  in  particular,  the 
steady — I  might  even  describe  it  as  the 
alarming — increase  in  the  cases  of  anthrax 
among  the  operatives  engaged  in  the  wool 
trade.  In  bringing  these  statistics  before 
the  notice  of  the  House,  I  may  say  that 
they  only  refer  to  the  years  1896,  1897, 
1898,  and  the  first  half  of  the  current 
year.  I  have  taken  these  three  and  a- 
half  years  by  reason  of  the  fact,  which  is 
doubtless  within  the  memory  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  in  1897 — 
it  was  under  his  supervision  —  a 
new  and  revised  set  of  rules  was  brought 
in  for  the  protection  of  the  wool  sorter. 
Now,  in  1896  the  number  of  cases  was 
three,  in  1897  it  had  increased  to  nine, 
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and  in  1898  the  number  of  reported  cases 
to  the  Home  Office  had  mounted  up  to 
sixteen.  For  the  half-year  ending  the 
30th  June,  1899,  the  cases  of  diseeise  re- 
ported number  thirteen.  Taking  that  as 
the  proportion  for  the  year  it  will  at  once 
be  noticed  that  the  cases  reported  have 
doubled  in  number.  The  disease  is  of 
an  alarming  character,  because,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  it  is  fatal.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  obtain  the  exact  number  of 
fatal  cases  during  this  year,  but  we  may 
take  it  as  a  rough  average  that  certainly 
half  the  cases  are  of  a  fatal  nature.  I 
would,  therefore,  ask  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  if  he  cannot  see  his  way  to 
revise  the  special  rales  brought  forward 
in  1897,  and  in  doing  so  I  wish  to  cast  no 
reflection  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
because,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  he 
devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  and  con- 
sideration to  them  in  consultation  with 
representatives  of  the  employers  and  of 
the  operatives  engaged  in  the  work.  I 
desire  to  see  the  rules,  which,  I  understand, 
only  apply  to  wool-sorters,  extended  to 
wool-combers,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
made  more  stringent.  This  is  a  matter 
to  which  inquiry  should  be  made,  either 
by  a  Department  Committee  or  in  some 
other  way,  and  as  it  is  one  which  affects 
the  main  bulk  of  my  constituents,  I  feel 
certain  that  the  House  will  pardon  the 
liberty  I  have  taken  in  drawing  attention 
to  the  subject. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY 
(Yorkshire,  Shipley)  :  I  desire,  within  the 
limits  of  two  or  three  sentences,  to  asso- 
ciate myself  with  the  complaint  which  has 
been  made  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  that  no  legislation  dealing  with 
the  question  of  rules  has  been  introduced 
by  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Home  Secre- 
tary. It  will  be  remembered  that  a  year 
ago  a  Debate  of  very  considerable  impor- 
tance took  place  upon  this  Vote,  the 
principal  feature  of  that  Debate  consist- 
ing in  the  fact  that  not  only  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary,  but 
also  his  predecessor  in  office  joined  in 
expressing  the  opinion  that  the  system  of 
rules  formulated  in  the  Home  OflBce  was 
inferior,  as  a  protection  for  the  workers, 
to  an  Act  passed  by  this  House.  The 
reasons  were  made  clear.  The  first  was 
that  the  Department  in  framing  the  rules 
did  notand  could  not  possibly  have  thebene- 
£t  <A  the  debates  and  discussions  on  both 
sides  as  representing  employers  and  em- 
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ployed  ;  and  secondly,  that  any  rule 
made  by  the  Home  Office  is  always  sub- 
ject to  emasculation  by  the  employers  in 
the  process  of  arbitration.    The  latter 
point  was,  to  my  mind,  an  extremely 
serious  one.    It  seemed  to  me  that  it  was 
pitiful — almost  humiliating — to  find  two 
right  hon.  Gentlemen,  both  of  them  at 
one  time  or  other  Home  Secretaiies, 
uniting  in  this  House  in  proehuming  their 
impotency  to  deal  with  important  ques- 
tions of  this  kind,  becatise  their  rules 
were  subject  to  emasculation  at  the  handa 
of  some  of  the  worst  class  of  employers. 
That  having  been  the  opinion  expressed 
by  my  right  hon.  friend  with  his  usual 
clearness  and  cogency,  a  hope  was  enter- 
tained not  only  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
and  his  friends,  but  by  many  who  are 
interested  in  these  questions  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  that  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject would  be  made  one  of  tiie  important 
features  of  this  session.   Well,  what  has 
happened}     We  have   had  legislation 
introduced     into    this     House,  and 
plenty   of  it,   but   we   have   not  had 
legislation  upon  this  particular  question, 
and  I  desire  to  emphasise  my  disiappoint- 
ment,   and,   I    venture    to    say,  the 
disappointment  of  my  constituents,  that 
this  question  has  not  received  attention 
at  the  hands  of  the  Government.  Now,, 
just  one  word  upon  the  matter  of  lead 
poisoning  in  the  Potteries.   There  is  n<y 
difference  of  oinnion  on  the  question 
which   the   hon.     Member    for  East- 
Bradford,  upon  whose  speech  I  offer  him 
my  hearty  congratulations,   has  intro- 
duced.   In  the  district  represented  by 
the  hon.  Member  and  myself,  the  dan- 
gerous trade  of  sorting  wools  has  been 
grappled  with  by  a  joint  committee  of  all 
the  large  employers  and  employed,  who* 
agreed  together  in  debates  amongst  them- 
selves, and  who  afterwards  came  before- 
the  Home  Office  and  Home  Secretair  with 
rules  which  they  had  formulated  for  the 
protection  of  the  workOTs.   I  regret  to 
find  that  the  rules  have  not  been  as 
effective  as  it  was  expected  they  would 
be.    There  you  have  a  case  in  which  th© 
rules  were  made,  not  in  the  secrecy  of  the 
Home  Office,  not  merely  with  the  know- 
ledge and  skill  and  experience  of  inspectors, 
advising  the  Home  Office,  but  with  all 
the  skiB  and  experience  of  the  wor^rs' 
and  the  employers  and  their  representa- 
tives.   Yet  they  have  not  turned  out  to- 
be  thoroughly  effective  in  reducing  the 
ca0W  of  fatal  illness ;  but  here  we  faavev 
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only  sixteen  eases  in  the  course  of  1898, 
and  thirteen  cases  in  the  first  half  of  the 
present  year,  vhile  in  the  lead  industry 
tbere  are  160  cases,  a  reduced  numb«: 
which  the  HcHue  Secretary  appears  to 
regard  as  in  some  degree  satisfactory. 
If  in  the  textile  districts  it  is  found  de- 
sirable and  necessary  that  a  special  effcrt 
should  be  made  to  deal  with  a  dangerous 
trade,  which,  after  all,  tmly  produces 
twenty-six  serious  cases,  how  much  more 
neoessary  is  it  that  more  drastic  measures 
should  be  taken  for  a  trade  which 
produces  at  the  rate  of  160  cases 
in  six  months,  or  320  in  a  year ! 
Beasoning  from  that  analogy,  I  believe 
that  the  kad  industry  requires  the  most 
specific  and  careful  attention  of  the  Home 
Secretary,  and  it  is  in  the  hope  that  he 
will  recognise  that  there  is  a  very  strong 
feeling  on  both  sides  of  the  House  that  I 
beg  him  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
next  session  introducing  a  Bill  which 
shall  deal  comprehensively  with  so  great 
and  important  a  social  question. 

*Mr.  flower  :  I  only  want,  in  a 
single  sentence,  to  associate  mywli  with 
the  observations  of  my  hon.  friend  and 
cf^eague  the  Member  for  East  Bradford 
in  regard  to  the  increase  in  the  cases  of 
anthrax  in  the  wool  trade.  But  I  should 
not  like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  sup- 
pose that  the  rules  which  he  was  good 
enough  to  sanction  some  few  years  ago 
haveproved  entirely  inadequate  to  grapple 
witfi  the  very  serious  evil  which  they 
were  intended  to  remedy.  Although 
sixteen  is  a  large  number  of  cases,  I 
believe  the  increase  is  due  to  the 
■ftu!t  that  of  recent  yeais  the  experts 
who  have  devoted  themselves  to  medical 
researches  into  the  question  have  been 
able  to  locate  the  very  subtle  disease  of 
anthrax  with  greater  accuracy  than  they 
could  a  few  years  f^o.  I  would  also  like 
to  suggest  to  the  noim  Secretary  in  that 
connection  that  the  Yorkshire  College  of 
Preventive  Medicine  at  I^eeds  is  domg  a 
■very  great  and  important  work  in  endea- 
Touring  to  locate  this  disease,  and  I 
trust  that  that  body  will  always 
receive  sympathetic  treatment  at  the 
-hands  of  tbe  Qovenunent.  There 
'is  another  matter  which  I  h(n>e  he  will 
consider,  and  that  is  n<A  merely  with  re- 
gard to  the  wool-sorting  but  also  with 
r^ard  to  the  wool-combing.  My  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Shipley 
■IMvision  spoke  of  the  harmony  which  pre- 


vails between  the  Bradford  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  Bradford  Trade  Coun- 
cil with  reipird  to  the  rules  for  the  |re- 
vention  of  anthrax.  I  am  glad  that  this^ 
has  been  so  in  the  past,  and  I  sincerely^ 
trust  it  will  continue  to  be  so  in  the- 
future.  If  it  is  not  so  I  trust  my  right, 
hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary  will  not 
wait  until  there  is  complete  unanimittr 
and  agreement  upon  all  the  many  points: 
which  are  raised  upon  this  matter,,  bab 
that  he  will  endeavour  to  extend  the 
sphere  of  his  rules  not  only  to  the  process, 
of  woolnsorting  but  also  to  some  of  the 
processes  of  wool-combing. 

*CoLONEL  BLUNDEUi  (Laneaahfre: 

Ince) :  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Grentl^nan 
the  Home  Secretary  will  give  his  atten- 
tion to  the  question  of  the  fees  of  medicab 
witnesses  who  are  brought  to  Quarter 
Sessions.  They  are  at  present  very  low, 
and  I  am  afraid  that  the  public  service- 
rather  suffers  in  consequence. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  This 
is  the  first  occasion  on  which  the  House 
has  had  an  oppOTtunit^  of  discussing 
questions  which  must  be  mteresting  to  all 
who  are  concerned  in  labour  matters. 

,  Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
I  Members  were  not  present;  House 
I  coimted,  and,  forty  Members  being  found, 
j  present — 

j  Mk.  TENNANT :  At  an  earlier  stage 
[  of  this  evening's  proceedings  the  right- 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Hal- 
lam  Division  of  Sheffield  accused  the 
I  Committee  over  which  I  had  the  honour' 
I  to  preside  of  not  ^ving  to  both  sides- 
j  adequate  opportunities  for  giving  their* 
opinions  upon  the  matters  we  had  tcp 
investigate.  That  accusation  is  an- 
founded.  We  in\ited  the  Trades  C«m- 
cil,  and  inserted  in  the  local .  papsss  a; 
general  invitation  to  witnesses-  to>  statb: 
uieir  views  either  in  writing  oe  by  oraf< 
evidence.  This  being  the  first  oppor-- 
tunity  for  discussing  these  questions  since 
July  1898,  it  is  very  little  shert  of  tt 
scandal  that  tins  Vote  should  not  have- 
been  the  first  Order  on  the  Paper.  It; 
was  shown  in  the  previous  Demite  that, 
the  system  of  inspection  of  factori«9  itk- 
this  country  had  so  far  broken  down  as- 
to  demand  either  an  inquiry  or  somie 
system  of  reor^nisation.  Any  casuaL 
observer  of  the  Estimates  for  this  year 

Digitized  by  Google 


239 


Supply 


{COMMONS}     {Civil  Service  Estimates).  240 


will  see  that  there  is  about  to  take  place 
a  reorganisation  of  the  Factory  Depart- 
ment. I  congratulate  the  Government 
on  the  increase  of  staff  they  are  about  to 
make.  That  increase  comprises  one 
deputy  chief  inspector— I  should  like  to 
ask  when  that  appointment  will  be  made, 
and  upon  whom  the  office  is  to  be  con- 
ferred— a  medical  inspector,  whose  ap- 
pointment was  announced  last  year ;  one 
assistant  examiner,  fifteen  inspectors  of 
the  ordinary  class  of  varying  degrees, 
ten  inspectors'  assistants,  and  two  lady 
inspectors. 

Mr.  DRAGE  (Derby) :  May  I  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  from  what  document  he 
is  quoting  1 

Me.  TENNANT  :  From  the  Estimates 
before  the  House.  The  Secretary  of 
State  said  last  year  that  he  had  already 
begun  to  find  out  that  the  special  rules 
were  not  likely  to  be  effective,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  matter  for  consideration 
whether  it  was  possible  by  special  rules 
to  arrive  at  the  end  which  all  desired. 
From  this  and  other  statements,  we  are 
entitled  to  assume  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wishes  to  abolish  the  system 
of  arbitration  with  regard  to  the  special 
rules  in  the  pottery  trade.  Those  special 
rules,  admittedly  feebler  than  were  desir- 
able, have  had  to  go  through  the  emascu- 
lating process  of  arbitration  at  the  hands 
of  the  employers,  and  have  emerged 
feebler  than  they  went  in.  An  important 
event  during  the  past  year  has  been  the 
issue  of  the  report  of  Doctors  Oliver 
and  Thorpe.  We  who  have  taken  up  a 
strong  attitude  upon  these  matters  are 
justified  in  saving  that  every  line  of  that 
report  directly  corroborates  every  posi- 
tion and  argument  we  have  urged.  We 
diagnosed  uiis  disease  for  you,  and  recom- 
mended certain  specifics  upon  that 
diagnosis.  You  thought  fit  to  appoint 
your  own  experts,  and  they  ha.\e  recom- 
mended precisely  the  same  nostrums. 
That  being  so,  we  have  a  right  to  demand 
to  be  told  what  steps  you  have  taken  to 
give  effect  to  those  recommendations.  I 
am  aware  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  issued  the  circular  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to,  asking  the  employers  what  they 
are  going  to  do;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking 
the  Home  Ofhce  has  been  almost  too  kind 
to  these  people.  There  are,  in  the 
Pottery  district,  a  certain  number  of 
employers    who    act    as    a   sort  of 

.  r.  Temaa*. 


anchor  or  drag  upon  any  reforming 
energy  or  zeal  which  may  be  shown 
among  other  employers.  The  coiu^  which 
has  been  pursued  is  not  the  way  to  treat 
people  of  that  kind.  How  much  good, 
has  been  got  from  the  spontaneous  action 
of  the  employers  1  The  Renort  states 
that  the  experts  who  conducted  the 
inquiry  were  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
very  little  of  an  effective  character  had 
been  even  attempted.  These  gentlemen 
have  now  had  six  years  in  which  to  con- 
sider what  they  are  going  to  do,  and,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  they  have  done  nothing 
at  all.  If  further  proof  were  required  of 
the  attitude  which  these  gentlemen  are 
inclined  to  adopt,  it  could  be  found  in  the 
arbitration  of  hist  autumn,  when  the  qiecial 
rules  were  made  even  feebler  than  they 
originally  were.  To  take  only  one  point. 
In  regard  to  washing  conveniences,  it 
was  laid  down  in  the  special  rules  that  the 
employers  should  provide  one  basin  for 
every  five  persons,  and  that  each  basin 
should  have  a  tap.  The  employers 
resolutely  refused  to  concede  that  simple 
and  homely  method  of  preserving  the 
health  and  lives  of  their  employees,  but 
said  they  would  only  have  one  tap  for 
two  basins.  Employers  who  are  capable 
of  adopting  an  attitude  of  that  kind  are 
not  employers  whom  you  should  deiU  with 
in  this  courteous  and  considerate  fashiw. 
I  have  alluded  to  this  circular,  but  what 
has  been  the  answer  t  The  answer 
amounts  to  this  ;  "  We  don't  want  to  do 
anything  in  a  hurrj'."  Already  the 
employers  have  had  six  years,  and  yet 
they  say  that  that  is  not  long  enough, 
and  they  must  have  more  time.  I  main- 
tain that  if  a  case  is  wanted  against  the 
cumbrous  machinery  of  the  Uw,  in  this 
trade  alone,  the  pottery  industry  has 
given  you  as  good  a  case  as  you  could 

Csibly  desuv.  But  I  do  not  wish  to 
e  my  case  on  this  one  topic.  I  will 
pass  on,  if  I  am  not  detaining  the  House, 
to  another  trade.  I  will  give  as  an  illus- 
tration the  aerated  water  trade.  The 
Committee  upon  this  subject  issued  their 
Report  in  1896.  The  special  rules  as  they 
left  the  Home  Office  were  excellent^  but 
owing  to  the  threat  of  arbitration,  certain 
concessions  were  made,  and  those  con- 
cessions, I  am  afraid,  have  resulted  in  the 
greatest  harm  to  the  people  employed ;  for 
I  find  that,  in  one  'factory  alone,  during 
one  year,  there  were  five  workers  who 
had  to  have  their  ^es  removed — 
either   one    or  both   eyes.    In  cme 
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London  hospital  in  one  week  there  were 
three  workers  under  treatment,  who  each 
had  to  have  an  eye  taken  out.    There  are 
many  other  instancea  mentioned  in  the 
statistics  presented  to  Parliament,  and  I 
find  that  accidents  of  this  kind  in  {aotories 
in  the  bottling  of  aerated  waters  have  not 
diminished,  out  rather  increased,  and 
these  accidents  are  mainly  attributable  to 
conditions  which  could  not  have  existed 
had  the  rules  insisted  upon  by  this  Com- 
mittee been  adopted  and  enforced.  That 
is  a  very  strong  case  against  this  system, 
for  if  the  rules  had  remained  in  force  as 
they  were  issued  at  first,  at  least  a  dozen 
—eight  of  whom  I  have  mentioned — of 
these  unfortunate  workers  would  never 
have  lost   their  eyes.     Now  those 
are    two   particular   trades  in  which 
special  rules  have  been  instituted  and 
enforced ;  but  I  would  ask  the  Committee, 
what  about  those  other  trades  which  have 
no  safeguards  of  this  kind  1    What  of  the 
trades  where  bronzing  and  paper  staining 
is  carried  on,  and  lithographic  work  ?  The 
evils  of  these  trades  are  admitted,  but, 
unfortunately,  the  workers  there  receive 
no  protection.    What  of  the  trades  in 
which  naphtha  is  used,  in  dry  cleaning  and 
in  india  rubber  processes  i    I  could  men- 
tion other  trades,  but  those  I  have  men- 
tioned could  be  dealt  with  without  any 
fresh  legislation.     Such  industries  as 
electric    generating   works,  locomotive 
factories,  and  the   use  of  inflammable 
paints  on  board  ships  would  require  an 
Act  of    Parliament   to  deal  with ;  but 
the  particular  industries  to   which  I 
have    alluded    could   be    dealt  with 
at  once.    I  really  think  that  there  is 
absolutely  no  excuse  for  leaving  the 
lives  of  the  people  in  those  particular 
trades  in  jeopardy  so  long.    We  may 
assume  tlut  nothing  has  been  done, 
because  the  Home  Office  desires  to  avoid 
the  threats  of  these  employers  of  labour 
being  carried  into  effect.    There  is  just 
one  more  instance  in  the  accumulation  of 
arguments  against  this  system.    So  long 
ago  as  1893  the  Committee  appointed  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  late  Home 
Secretary  made  a  Bejwrt  to  the  effect  that 
in  their  opinion  muiy  old  factories  were 
unfit  for  occupation,  and  that  there  should 
be  some  authority,  on  the  same  principle 
as  is  the  case  with  dwelling-houses,  to 
declare  them  unfit  for  occupation.  Pro- 
fessors Thorpe  and  Oliver  agree  with 
those  remarks,  and  they  say  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  any  reform  of  the 


standard  we  have  set  up  to  be  carried  out 
in  factories  unless  some  authority  is 
created  by  which  you  will  be  able  to  close 
these  old  factories.  How  can  you  possibly 
expect  that  you  will  get  reforms  of  this 
drastic  nature  carried  out,  when  you  find 
employers  firmly  refusing  to  assent  to 
special  rules  in  minor  matters,  such  as 
the  provision  of  one  tap  to  each 
washing  basin  ?  So  long  as  you  have 
this  bogey  before  you  of  the  power 
of  rejection  by  the  employers  so  long  will 
your  hands  be  tied,  and  so  long  will 
it  be  impossible  for  you  to  carry  out  what 
is  necessary.  It  is  six  years  ago  since  the 
Committee  made  that  Report,  and  is  six 
years  not  long  enough  for  the  Home  Office 
to  make  up  its  mind  as  to  what  is  to  be 
donel  We  do  not  doubt  the  good 
intentions  of  the  Home  Office,  but 
have  we  not  had  almost  enough  of  this 
delay  1  Possibly,  the  workers  in  the 
Potteries  themselves  are  even  more  tired 
than  we  are  of  this  constant  reiteration  of 
good  intentions,  and  we  demand  that  the 
Government  should  introduce  something 
drastic  and  which  will  be  really  effective. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke^ipon-Trent) :  I 
represent  a  large  number  of  manufacturers 
and  employees  in  three  large  pottery 
districts,  and  I  say  that  it  is  no  use 
shutting  your  eyes  to  the  real  facts  of  the 
case,  as  appears  to  have  been  done  by 
hon.  Members  opposite  who  have  already 
spoken  on  this  subject.  We  must  have 
some  regard  in  considering  this  question 
to  foreign  competition.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  has  criticised  the  operation  of  the 
special  rules,  but  my  experience  of  them 
is  that  they  have  been  very  successful, 
and  that  they  have  given  satisfaction  to 
both  employers  and  employed.  At  all 
events,  I  represent  three  large  pottery 
towns  upon  this  subject,  and  I  do  not' 
think  that  many  of  the  hon.  Members  who 
have  spoken  represent  a  single  pottery 
district. 

Mb.  TENNANT  :  I  have  no  pottery 
district  within  100  miles  of  my  con- 
stituency, and  therefore,  I  have  no  axe  to 
grind  myself. 

Mr.  COGHILL:  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  does  not  accuse  me  of 
having  an  axe  to  grind,  although  I  do 
represent  three  pottery  districts.  Hon. 
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^lembers  have  complained  of  the  want  of  ' 
more  special  rules,  but  I  think  everybody 
in  the  Potteries  will  be  thankful  if  there  [ 
are  no  more  special  rules.    We  want  the  i 
ispecial  rules  we  have  ^t  now  to  have  an  | 
opportunity  of  workmg,  and  the  em-  \ 
juoyers  do  not  want  the  trade  which  they  i 
liave  got  driven   out  of  the  market 
Altogether.     If  you  abolish  those  rules  I 
you  will  be  sure  to  throw  out  of  employ- ! 
ment  several  thousand  workmen.  Refer- 
ence has  been  made  to  the  report  of 
Drs.  Oliver  and  Thorpe,  but  they  are  not 
practical  men,  and  this  is  not  a  question 
of  theory,  but  one  of  practical  application,  i 
Drs.  Oliver  and  Thorpe  do  not  pretend  to  ! 
have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  pottery 
trade.    If  the  Committee  will  allow  me  | 
to  say  so,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  in  my 
opinion  the  House  of  Commons  is  the 
it^ery  worst  tribunal  for  discussing  the 
subject  of  the  china  earthenware  trade. 
iVith  regard  to  the  use  of  fritted  lead, 
■fhe  real  question  is  whether  its  use 
■will  get  rid  of  all  the    evils    which  | 
are -complained  of.    On  this  point  we  have 
the  testimony  of  a  great  Swedish  manu- ' 
faeturer  —  jklr.    Armstrong — who    has  , 
•declaimed  that  the  use  of  fritted  lead  will  ! 
remedy  all  the  evils  connected  with  the  ' 
jnanuracture  of  earthenware  and  china-  i 
ware.    One  or  two  speakers  have  spoken  , 
upon  the  question  of  the  employment  of  I 
young  persons,  but  I  may  say  that  the ' 
manufacturers  are  not  unwilling  to  meet ! 
the  views  of  the  Home  Office  in  this  ] 
repect,  for  they  are  perfectly  prepared  to  i 
have  a  system  of  monthly  examinations  I 
of  all  workers  who  come  in  contact  with  j 
the  lead.    There  are  a  large  number  of  i 
women  and  young  persons  employed,  and  ! 
if  their  labour  is  dispensed  with  the  cost ' 
of  production  will  be  enormously  in- 
oreased  and  the  trade  will  go  to  the  Con- 
tinent, and  these  women  and  children  will 
•be  deprived  of  the  means  of  obtaining 
their  livelihood.    With  reference  to  the 
precautions  to  be  taken,   one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  in   regard   to  lead 
poisoning  is  to  get  the  operatives  to  use 
the  means  already  within  their  reach. 
They  always  want  to  get  away  from  their 
work  in  a  hurry,  and  they  are  very  re- 
luctant to  spend  the  necessary  time,  and 
they  do  not  take  the  trouble  which  they 
ought  to  do  in  the  matter.     Dr.  Oliver 
called  attention  to  this  matter  in  his 
£eport.     Surely   you    cannot  expect 
people  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  use 
of  fritted  lead  all  at  once. 

Mr.  CoghnU 


Mr.  TENNANT  :  Fritted  lead  was 
recommended  in  1892,  over  six  rears 
ago. 


Ma.  COGHILL:  The  manufacturers 
are  prepared  to  adopt  the  system  of  fritted 
lead,  and  that  will  practically  free  the 
trade  from  all  the  evils  which  the  em- 
ployees suffer  from.  In  the  Potteries  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  we  are  surprised 
that  we  have  so  many  friends  in  this 
House  from  pastoral  districts.  We  have 
friends  from  all  over  the  kingdom — from 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales ;  we  have 
the  hon.  Member  for  Berwickshire,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  !^rest  of  DeaAL  Now  I  represent 
the  views  of  three  large  Pottery  towns, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  ever  pre- 
sented a  single  petition  with  regard  to 
this  question  of  lead  poisoning  from  those 
towns,  and  I  cannot  recall  having  received 
a  single  letter  of  complaint  with  regard 
to  this  matter.  I  have  gone  about  a  good 
deal  in  my  constituency,  and  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  being  returned  to  ParUa- 
ment  by  these  workmen,  and  although 
this  is  a  burning  question  and  a  great 
grievance  in  the  eyes  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  and  the  htm.  Member  for  Berwick- 
shire, it  has  not  yet  occurred  to  the  work- 
men in  these  Pottery  towns  that  they  are 
oppressed.  I  wish  to  record  this  fact^ 
that  the  operatives  and  the  employers  are 
upon  the  best  possible  terms  throughout 
the  country.  The  manufacturers  are  not 
all  millionaires,  and  they  try  to  do  their 
best  in  very  difficult  circumstances,  for 
competition  is  very  keen  and  prices  are 
very  low.  I  think  it  is  only  right  that 
I  should  mention  these  facts,  and  I  hope 
there  will  be  no  repetition  of  these  cruel 
aspersions  against  certain  employers 
which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  have  been  in- 
dulged in  by  some  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site. 


*SiR  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby,  Ilke- 
ston) :  While  I  resided  in  the  MitUands^ 
in  the  district  in  which  I  lived  I  saw 
frequent  examples  of  the  effect  of  lead 
poisoning,  and  I  have  always  been  very 
much  impressed  with  what  I  saw  with 
reference  to  these  dangerous  trades.  In 
dealing  with  this  question  I  think  the 
right  Son.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
h^  had  a  very  difficult  and  delicate  task  to 
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peiform,  and  I  recognise  all  the  difficulties 
of  his  posititm.     No  doubt  the  hon. 
Member  oppo«te  has  received  represen- 
tations from  manufacturers  in  one  direc- 
tion, but  he  does  not  get  representations 
to  the  same  extent  from  the  workpeople, 
because  they  are  not,  as  a  rule,  the  people 
who  make  the  loudest  noise.    The  work- 
people are  very  often  influenced  by  the  feel- 
ing in  the  trad^  and  they  are  very  often 
Dot  sufficiently  well  orgamsed  to  raise  any- 
thing like  a  serious  a^tation  about 
their  calling.    Hien,  again,  the  people 
themselves  are  very  often  not  aware 
oi  the  dangers  of  their  trade,  and, 
therefore,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  exercise  a  sort  of 
paternal  care.     What  I  regret  more  than 
juiything  about  this  matter,  both  as  to 
lead  poisoning  and  the  evils  of  the  phos- 
phorus trade,   is  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  been  more  speedy  in 
his  action.  I  think  something  might  have 
been  done  since  the  report  oi  Drs.  Thorpe 
■and  Oliver  was  presented,  especially  in 
view  of  the  remarkable  developments  in 
the  phosphorus  trade  during  the  autumn 
of  mst  year.    This  question  of  lead 
poisoning  is  one  of  great  difficulty.    It  is 
a  disease  which  does   not  appeal  very 
■Strongly  to  the  operatives,  for  it  is  a 
poison  which  is  slow  and  insidious  in  its 
progress,  aad   which  enters  the  system 
unknowingly,  so  that  the  persons  affected 
^  on  workmg  day  after  day,  and  do  not 
notice  any  difference  in  the  state  of  their 
health  until  the  symptoms  are  suddenly 
■developed,  and  the  people  are  then  re- 
duced to  a  state  of  comparative  helpless- 
new  and  sometimes  impotence  during  the 
lemainder  of  their  mortal  lives.  These 
are  dangerous  trades,  and  they  ought  to 
be  looked  after  with  the  most  scrupulous 
care  by  those  in  authority.    In  this  re- 
port of  Drs.  Thorpe  and  Oliver  there  is  a 
series  of  figures  which  tells  us  that  out  of 
3,000  or  4,000  operatives  there  were  in 
three  years  nearly  1,100  suffering  from 
lead  poisoning.    That  is  a  veiy  large  per- 
centage   and   h   is    a   very  serious 
commentary  npon  the  dangers  of  the 
taode,  and  it  is  one  which  oi^ht  to  stir 
the  Gfovemment  into  action.    This  disease 
especially  affects  the  young  and  promising 
Uves  of  the  country,  for  the  elder  people 
are  not  affected  to  the  same  degree.  It 
is  the  young  women  and  persons  of  tender 
jrears  who  are  engaged  in  the  dangerous 
processes  who  are  affected  the  most,  more 
■especially  the  dipping  process.    Now,  the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  belong  to  a  Party 
which  is  greatly  interested  in  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Empire  and  the  development 
of  the  English  speaking  people.    I  desire 
to  remind  him  that  while  these  large 
notions  of  Imperialistic  development  are 
going  on  the  birth  rate  of  this  country  is 
going  down,  and  if  this  goes  on  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  carry  on  these  large 
schemes  of  Colonial  enterprise.  These 
young  women — the  future  mothers  of  the 
working  population— are  so  affected  by 
this  insidious  poison  that  they  cease  to 
be  prolific,  and  they  transmit  the  eSeda 
of  the  disease  which  they  have  contracted 
to  their  unfortunate  offspring.  There- 
fore, the  diseases  caused  by  ^ese  trades 
not  only  affect  this  but  also  future 
generations.     It  is  a  national  question 
which   deserves   national  consideration. 
I  think  we  have,  at  all  events,  to  thank 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  one  thing, 
for  he  is  the  cause  of  this  very  valuable 
Report  presented  to  the  House  by  Doctors 
Thorpe  and  Oliver.    I  think  thiat  Report 
ought  to  take  away  from  his  mind  any 
lingering  doubt  as  to  the  necessity  for 
immediate  action,  for  the  Report  goes 
into  the  whole  question,  gives  a  series  of 
experiments,  and  comes  to  conclusions 
which  are  not  by  any  means  doubtful. 
The  Report  points  out  many  facts  with  a 
plainness  and  directness  which  ought  to 
carry  conviction,  and  the  more  one  looks 
over  this  Report,  the  more  one  is  struck 
by  the  remarkable  paragraph  in  which 
it  is  said  that  the  day  is  practically  at 
hand  when  lead  glazes  will  cease  to  be 
used.    I  hope  all  difficulties  will  soon 
be  overcome.   I  do  not  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  go  so  far  as  to  foroid  lead 
glazes,  but  the  Report  says  further  that  all 
the  processes  can  be  performed  in  a  less 
dangerous  and  comparatively  innocent 
fbrm.      According    to    these  scientific 
experts,  the   time  has  corao  when  we 
should  insist  upon  fritted  lead  being  used, 
and  then  we  shall  have  a  chance  of 
avoiding  all  these  horrors  in  the  way  of 
diseases  which  develop  into  blindness 
and  paralysis,  and  which  occur  from  lead. 
If  this  were  done  it  would   at  least 
preserve  the   health   of   the  working 
population,  who  would  be  able  to  carry 
on  their  work  under  conditions  which 
would  tend  to  the  well-being  of  the. 
country.    1  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  press  those  conclusions  on 
the  manufacturers,  and  I  hope  he  will  not 
allow  many  months  to  pass  before  ho 
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insists  upon  the  manufacturers  adopting 
the  less  harmful  processes.  I  also  hope  that 
the  Government  Departments  will  usetheir 
influence  in  this  matter  by  purchasing  all 
their  materials  from  places  where  they  are 
produced  in  a  manner  which  will  not  be 
barmful  to  the  producer,  and  where  the 
processes  employed  are  not  injurious  to 
the  people  eneaged  in  the  trade.  I  quite 
think  that  uie  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  at  least  take  steps  to  instruct  all 
these  workpeople  as  to  the  very  serious 
importance  of  cleanliness  in  this  matter. 
The  industrial  population  of  these  dis- 
tricts are  apt  to  be  careless  about 
these  points  of  detail,  but  if  they  were 
well  disciplined  the  amount  of  cleanliness 
would  be  much  greater,  and  if  the  inspec- 
tors insisted  upon  the  means  for  cleanli- 
ness being  supplied  in  no  niggardly 
fashion  in  every  factory,  I  think  the 
people  would  be  more  inclined  to  use 
them.  From  personal  experience,  I  can 
say  that  in  many  of  these  districts  the 
standard  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation 
has  gone  up  considerably,  and  in  a 
recent  visit  which  I  paid  to  the  Potteries 
I  was  very  much  struck  with  the  many 
improvements  made.  I  believe  that  the 
manufacturers  themselves  are  now  showing 
an  inclination  to  abolish  these  evils,  and 
it  only  requires  a  little  firm  pressure 
in  order  to  remove  them  altc^ther. 
If  these  people  are  inspected  by  medical 
men  periodically,  the  signs  of  lead  poison- 
ing can  be  easily  detected  very  early  in 
the  disease.  I  took  the  trouble  to  look 
at  some  of  these  people  when  in  the 
Potteries,  and  in  some  of  them  I  distinctly 
saw  traces  of  lead  poisoning ;  now  if  I  had 
been  a  medical  inspector  in  the  way  I 
suggest,  I  should  have  had  these  persons 
taken  out  of  that  particular  occupation 
and  put  to  another  which  would  be  more 
conducive  to  health,  and  not  have  left 
them  subject  to  this  insidious  disease. 
The  medical  inspection  must  be  done 
frequently  and  thoroughly.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  adopt  these  sug- 
gestions— frequent  and  adequate  medical 
inspection,  and  encouraging,  so  far  as 
possible,  in  young  persons  habits  of 
cleanliness  in  these  industries — he  would 
reduce  the  serious  injury  which  is  done 
to  the  population  in  the  Potteries  and 
other  places  where  these  dangerous 
industries  are  engaged  in.  I  am  disap- 
pointed that  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  done  more  with  regard  to 
the  distressing  state  of  things  exposed 
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last  vear  in  respect  to  the  phosphoi-u* 
matcli  factories.  I  hope  he  will  dosomething 
this  year,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  form  of  phosphorus  which  ia- 
harmless,  and  so  do  away  with  the  use  of 
the  more  deadly  substance.  The  disease^ 
arising  from  the  use  of  yellow  phosphorus 
is  even  more  preventable  than  lead  poison- 
ing, and  I  hope  that  in  the  course  of  the 
next  few  months  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
will  do  something  to  do  away  with  phossy 
jaw  and  other  similar  horrors.  To  do  so- 
is  not  so  much  a  matter  of  Statecraft  as  a. 
question  of  common  humanity.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  see  to  it  and  do 
something  worthy  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lives  for  the  lessening  of  human  suflFering; 
and  the  prolongation  of  human  life. 

*Mr.  DRAGE:  During  the  last 
twelve  months,  while  expecting  t^e  intro- 
duction of  a  Bill,  we  have  not  {Hressed: 
upon  the  Home  Secretary  very  much  the 
necessity  for  reform  with  regard  to 
these  mattera,  but  there  has  been  dis- 
cussed the  subject  of  reorganisation  both 
of  the  women's  and  the  men's  depart- 
ments 30  far  as  concerns  inspection,  and. 
we  have  pressed  upon  the  Home  Secretary 
other  work,  such  as  the  publication  of  the 
reports  like  that  of  Doctors  Thorpe  and 
Oliver  on  the  conditions  of  labour  abroad. 
So  I  think  we  must  bear  our  own  part  of 
the  responsibility  of  any  delay  that  may 
have  tf^en  place  in  the  publication  ot 
the  reports  of  the  inspectors  at  home. 
My  hon.  friend  on  my  right,  who 
showed  so  much  technical  knowledge  oi 
the  state  of  this  trade  in  the  Potteries^ 
said  the  employers  in  that  district  had 
agreed  on  the  abolition  of  raw  lead.  That 
is  very  pleasant  news  to  this  House,  and 
I  hope  the  Home  Secretary  will  take  note 
of  it,  and  that  in  the  Bill  we  all  look  for- 
ward to  next  year  the  abolition  of  raw 
lead  will  take  a  prominent  place.  But  if  ve 
are  to  place  any  reliance  upon  the  report* 
of  the  specialists  of  this  country  and  oi 
Belgium  and  France  and  other  Contin- 
ental countries,  the  abolition  of  raw  lead 
by  itself  will  not  be  sufficient.  There  are 
many  different  kinds  of  fritted  lead,  and 
what  we  have  to  do  is  to  get  the  right 
kind.  I  am  informed  that,  roughly 
speaking,  in  the  fritted  lead  used  in 
StaflFordshire  the  percentage  of  lead  oxide 
ranged  from  13  to  24  per  omt.  In  tha 
Government  factories  iu  France  and  otho' 
Continental  countriea  the  percentage  ift 
from  2  to  8.     The  Committee  will 
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Bee  at  once,  therefore,  that  the  nature  of 
the  fritted  lead  is  a  very  important 
&ctor  in  the  situation.     Further,  lead- 
leas  glazes  can  Ije  used  for  much  ordinary 
white  ware.   The  real  truth  is  that  lead- 
leas  glazes  need  a  higher  temperature — 
that  18,  a  greater  consumption  of  coal  and 
more  expense.    In  France  ware  is  fired  at 
a  higher  temperature,  and  a  smaller  per- 
centage of  lead  is  used.   If  lead  is  used  at 
all  it  should  be  in  the  form  of  a  double 
silicate  of  lead.    This  would  abolish  lead 
poisoning,  because  double  silicate  of  lead 
is  not  soluble  in  the  acids  of  the  human 
body,  such  as  the  gastric  juice,  perspira- 
tion, and  saliva.     Now  there  are  certain 
reforms  upon  which  when  we  come  to  deal 
with  this  question  we  shall  require  the 
support  of  hon.  Gtentlemen  opposite, 
for  they  will  be  opposed  very  strongly  by 
the  trade.    One  of  those  is  the  total 
exclusion  of  girls  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  from  the  dipping  sheds, 
and  I  hope  hon.  Gentlemen  will  bear  this 
in  mind.    At  that  tender  age  girls  are 
absolutely  reckless  of  danger.  Between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  thirty  women  by 
their  constitutions  are  peculiarly  suscepti- 
ble to  this  desease,  and  girls  of  a  younger 
age  still  more  so.    In  France  the  employ- 
ment of  girls  under  14  is  prohibited, 
though  this,   I    fear,    is  not  strictly 
carried  out.    When  the  Home  Secre- 
tary brings  in  his  Bill  I  hope  he  will  bear 
this  recommendation  in  mind,  because  it 
will  have  to  be  can-ied  out,  and  that 
regulations  will  be  made  with  regard  to 
this  matter.    There  is  another  point  of 
which  no  mention  has  been  made,  and 
which  I  venture  to   press  upon  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  that  is  whether 
this    House    is   prepared  to   go  as 
far  in  the  coming  legislation  as  to  pre- 
vent married  women,    under  certain 
conditions,  being  employed  at  all.    It  is, 
of  course,  a  subject  very  difficult  to  enter 
into,  but  I  respectfully  ask  the  Home 
Secretary  to  bear  that  in  mind  also. 
Above  all,  there  should  also  be  a  complete 
and  constant  system  of  ventilation.  This 
is  a  point  of  the  utmost  importance.    In  j 
Belgium,  at  Ghent,  where  this  matter  has  | 
been  particularly  attended  to,  there  have  ; 
been,  I  am  told,  absolutely  no  cases  of  ' 
lead  poisoning.   The  right  hon.  Gentle- 1 
man  opposite  has  alluded  to  cleanliness,  ^ 
and  has  referred  to  water  and  appliances  | 
for  washing,  but  he  has  said  nothing  with 
regard  to  a  most  important  point,  and ' 
that  is  meal  rooms,    ^though  these  seem  i 


'  to  be  provided,  they  are  not  properly 
I  ventilated  and  warmed,  and  the  result  is 
I  that  the  workpeople   crowd  into  the 
j  only   place    where    warmth  is  to  be 
i  found  —  that    is    the    work  -  room. 
I  In  fact^  the  whole  question  of  the  con- 
'  struction  of  good  factories  and  the  demoli- 
j  tton    of  bad  factories   requires  more 
j  attention  than  it  has  hitherto  received. 
Another  matter  which  the  Home  Secretary 
I  must  bear  in  mind  is  that  of  the  registrti- 
'  tion  and  inspection,  which  must  be  sys- 
j  tematic ;  and  I  may  add  that  it  is  a  - 
I  disappointment  to  find  that  it  has  not  yet 
j  been  possible  to  detail  a  woman  inspector 
I  for  the  Pottery  district  alone.  A  difficult 
point  which  the  Government  have  to 
!  grapple  with  is  the  independence  of  the  ■ 
I  medical  man.   No  one  is  likely  to  take  a 
I  higher  view  of  men  in  that  pi-oiession  than 
I  I  am,  but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that 
those  who  have  to  earn  their  living  under 
i  these  circumstances  are  very  loth  to 
'  undergo  an  inspection  which  must  be 
systematic  under  new  rules,  and  the 
j  employers  in  the  district  are  also  often 
,  averse  to  a  change.    The  position  of  & 
'  doctor  who  depends   for  a  livelihood 
'  on  such  a  community  is  therefore  no 
easy  one.    What  I  may  suggest  to  the 
Home  Secretary  is  that  he  may  see 
his  way  to  make  medical  men  abso- 
lutely independent  of  private  practice. 
Two  years  ago  we  passed  an  Act  in  thia 
House  for  compensating  workmen  for 
accidents,  and  Ministers  abroad  are  day 
by  day  and  month  by  month  having, 
brought  home  to  them  the  fact  that 
those  engaged  in  dangerous  trades  ought 
to  be  entitled  to  compensation  for  injury 
to  health  in  the  same  way  as  others  for 
injury  to  life  and  limb  by  accident.  It 
has  taken  me  a  long  time  to  come  to  that- 
view,  but  year  by  year  we  are  brought 
face  to  face  with  the  solid  fact  that  there 
are  evils  which  call  for  remedy,  and  one 
sees  no  remedy  but  an  extension  of  the 
Compensation  Act.    The  Committee  has 
heard  at  great  length  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bow  and  Bromley  the  report 
of  the  Doctors  Thorpe  and  Oliver,  and  the 
reasons  why  we  have  not  been  able  U> 
arrive  at  the  common  action  which  some 
of  us  thought  we  might  have  taken  last 
year.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  next- 
year  to  find  some  means  of  remedying 
those  qytIb.   I  hope  that  by  the  Bul  m 
next  year  the  unfortunate  system  of  arbi- 
tration will  be  abolished  once  and  for  ever. 
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As  it  exists  at  present  it  involves  a  pre- 
ference for  backward  employers  over  those 
who  are  more  enlightened.  In  regard 
to  the  phosphorus  trades  I  hope  that  at 
the  Ck>nference  which  is  to  be  held  next 
vear  in  Paris  in  connection  with  the 
Exhibition,  the  representatives  of  Great 
Britain  will  succeed  in  arriving  at  some 
practical  suggestion  for  international 
.  action  such  aal  suggested  last  year.  No 
*'strike  anywhere  "  match  has  yet  been  dis- 
covered which  is  satisfactory  from  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  and  total  prohibi- 
tion of  yellow  phosphorus  is  impossible 
without  internation^  action.  But,  at  any 
rate,  if  that  fails  we  can  learn  something 
from  Bussia,  who  has  succeeded  to  a  great 
extent  in  expelling  deleterious  matches 
from  her  boundaries  by  placing  an  extra 
duty  on  them.  I  admit  that  this  is  not  a 
form  of  action  which  is  popular  in  this 
country,  but  if  the  worst  comes  to  the 
worst  it  is  a  measure  which  we  may  find 
ourselves  obliged  to  adopt.  In  the  report 
of  Dr.  Oliver  special  practical  suggestions 
are  given,  which  may  well  be  considered 
by  manufacturers,  such  as  the  greater 
separation  of  departments,  change  of 
occupation  for  workers,  and  a  substitution 
of  machinery  for  obsolete  methods.  In  a 
factory  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Liverpool 
the  introduction  of  new  machinery  has 
solved  the  whole  question  of  the  evils 
arising  from  the  use  of  yellow  phosphorus ; 
and  that  is  a  fact  which  should  not  be 
lost  sight  of  in  any  Bill  which  may  be 
introduced.  Further,  the  amount  of 
yellow  phosphorus  to  be  used  might  be 
restricted'  as  in  Belgium.  Better  pro- 
vision might  be  made  for  ventilation, 
as  well  as  gargles,  overalls,  and  proper 
vestiary  accommodation.  Better  provi- 
sion should  also  be  made  for  inspection  of 
teeth  and  general  health.  But  there  is  also 
another  question  to  be  dealt  with,  and  that 
is  the  inspection  by  the  Home  Office  with 
regard  tt^children.  We  have  passed  a 
Bill  with  regard  to  half-timers,  and  I  did 
not  attempt  to  press  my  views  upon  the 
House  because  I  desired  to  see  that 
measure  become  law  ;  but  it  is  no  use  for 
this  House  to  pass  the  half-timers'  Bill  if 
we  are  not  prepared  to  go  further  in  this 
matter.  The  Inspectors'  reports  show 
iihat  the  93alf-timers  BUI  may  simply 
mean  that  the  children  will  pass  from 
•controlled  into  uncontrolled  trades,  such 
as  errand '  boys,  newspaper  boys,  house- 
hold drudges,  etc.  What  is  wanted  is 
-better  provision  for  getting  children  to 
Mr.  Drage. 


j  school,  better  legislation  and  administrfr- 
j  tion  as  to  uncontrolled  trades,  better  in- 
I  spection  by  certifying  surgeons,  and, 
I  finally,  a  simplification  and  miification  of 
j  the  law  as  to  the  employment  of  children. 
I  At  present  there  are  the  Education  Acts, 
the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acta,  the  Coal 
Mines  Acts,  the  Metalliferous  Mines  Acts, 
and  the  Act  for  the  Regulation  of  Casual 
Employment  in  Streets  and  Public-houses. 
These  Acts  overlap,  are  inconsistent,  and 
conflict.  They  refer  to  children  of  differ- 
ent ages,  they  differ  as  to  the  age  up  to 
which  children  are  allowed  to  work  full 
time,  and  they  differ  as  to  the  standard 
of  ^ucation  necessary  for  exemptioa. 
The  administration  of  the  law  with- 
regard  to  inspection  is  at  present  a 
scandal  to  the  country.  The  inspection 
of  these  children  is  placed  under  the 
Education  Department,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  the  Home  Office,  the  locd 
authorities,  and  I  am  informed  that  even  ■ 
the  Board  of  Trade  has  something  to 
do  with  the  administration.  I  have  not 
attempted  to  refer  to  the  many  other 
abuses  as  to  the  administration  of  such 
Acts  as  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  and  the 
laws  referrii^  to  Poor  Law  children  which 
I  have  now  for  three  years  been  pressing 
on  the  right,  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
colleagues.  I  will  only  now  express  the 
hope  that  the  whole  question  of  the  law 
for  the  protection  of  children  will  receive 
the  consideration  of  the  Cabinet,  as  it  is 
a  disgrace  to  this  House  and  to  the 
country. 

*Mb.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  The 
speech  of  the  boa.  Member  for  Stoke,  and 
that  which  we  have  just  listened  to  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Derby,  are  widely 
divergent.  The  first  is  opposed  to  any 
charige,  whilst  the  other  is  synipathetically 
reminiscent  of  the  Labour  Gommission, 
^)ut  both  hon.  Gentlemen  were  under  the 
impression  that  foreign  competition  would 
have  to  be  considered,  but  both  agreed 
that  the  efficiency  and  administration 
of  the  Factory  Acts  would  have  to  be 
reorganised.  The  hon.  Member  for  Stoke 
said  foreign  competition  lowered  prices, 
and  that  the  lowering  of  prices  had 
reduced  both  masters  and  men  to  a  condi- 
tion under  which  they  were  very  sendtive 
of  any  interference  with  their  business.  I 
always  think  I  hear  that  blessed  word 
"  competition."  It  has  been  said, 
"  0  Liberty,  what  crimes  have  been 
committed  in  thy  name ! "    So  it  is  with. 
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**  foreign  competition."  I  do  not  know  of 
^uiy  e\'il,  from  the  slave  trade  down  to 
phosay  jaw,  that  has  not  invoked  foreign 
oompetition  on  its  behalf.  For  my  part, 
if  I  had  to  choose  whether  4,700  men, 
women,  and  children  are  to  be  liable  to 
these  horrible  diseases,  or  whether  the 
trade  should  go  to  China  or  Japan,  I 
would  hold  up  both  my  hands  against 
these  trades  being  retained  in  this 
■country.  When  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stoke  was  talking  about  foreign  competi- 
tion in  regard  to  matches  and  the  pottery 
industries,  the  hon.  Member  for  Derby  said 
that  foreign  countries  were  far  behind 
Oreat  Britain  in  factory  administration, 
but  in  the  next  sentence  said  that 
married  women  were  prohiMted  alto- 
^ther  from  engaging  in  these  industries 
in  Switzerland  and  Sweden,  and  he  asked 
if  these  countries  could  do  that  what 
about  Great  Britain.  WTien  the  hon. 
Member  claims  for  Great  Britain  a 
monopoly  of  vigorous  factory  legislation 
and  administration,  I  admit  that  they  arc 
relatively  the  best  in  the  world.  But  I 
hold  that  th^  are  not  good  enough,  and 
■that  even  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  we 
have  scandalous  evasions  of  the  Factory 
Acts,  even  by  rich  employers  of  labour.  If 
proof  of  that  is  wanted  go  to  the  Shaw- 
field  Chemical  Works,  owned  by  Lord 
Overtoun,  the  champion  philanthropist, 
who  praises  God  and  weeps  over  the  woes 
■of  the  heathen,  but  keeps  his  workpeople 
under  the  most  loathsome  conditions. 
There  are  other  instances  in  which  power- 
ful employers  do  evade  the  Factory  Acts. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Derby  said  that  a 
meal  room  was  essential  for  the  work- 
people in  certain  employments,  and 
showed  that  it  could  be  provided  in  prac- 
tice. I  had  the  pleasure  the  other  day  of 
^ing  down  to  inspect  Cadbury  and  Co.'s 
great  chocolate  works,  and  I  can  frankly 
say  that  I  never  saw  a  factory  so  well  ap- 
pointed, or  with  meal  rooms  so  well  ven- 
tilated, although  I  had  better  couple  that 
with  the  works  of  Messrs.  Lever  at 
Birkenhead,  and  other  employers.  If 
these  firms  can  do  that  for  healthy  trades 
like  the  manufacture  of  soap  and 
•chocolate,  I  see  on  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  done  in  the  most  dangerous  tra<^, 
even  if  it  is  not  so  profitable.  If 
we  are  within  a  measurable  distance  of 
losing  our  trade  by  factory  legislation, 
AS  is  said,  in  every  industiy  where  the 
Americans  are  our  superiors,  they  are  our 
superiors,  not  because  of  an  evasion  of  the 


Factory  Acts,  but  by  employing  men  at  a 
higher  rate  of  wages  than  we  pay  them. 
It  IS  not  by  evasion  of  the  Factory  Acts  that 
the  situation  is  to  bo  saved.  If  so,  let  the 
Home  Office  and  the  House  of  Commons 
call  at  once  an  International  Conference, . 
at  which  there  should  be  fixed  a  maximum 
number  of  hours'  work,  a  minimum  wage, 
and  a  minimum  amount  of  sanitary  and 
physical  conditions  laid  down,  below  which 
no  nation  should  be  allowed  to  go  in 
respect  to  employment  in  dangerous 
trades.  The  hon.  Member  for  Stoke  ad- 
duced the  same  old  arguments  which 
were  adduced  here  sixty  or  seventy  years 
in  favour  of  slavery.  He  said  that 
since  he  had  been  Member  for  Stoke  he 
had  had  no  complaints  either  from 
masters  or  men,  and  that  they  would 
prefer  to  have  things  as  they  are.  All  I 
can  say  is  that  if  these  men  are  morally 
and  physically  so  degenerated  at  the 
present  time  that  they  prefer  things  as 
they  are,  then  I  would  ad\'i8e  him  to  select 
a  better  constituency  than  the  one  he  now 
represents.  It  is  not  creditable  either  to 
the  masters  or  men  that  they  should  be 
content  with  the  present  condition  of 
thin^  after  the  Report  of  Dr.  Oliver  and 
Dr.  Thorpe.  I  can  remember  when  I  was 
in  the  service  of  the  Niger  Company  I  had ' 
a  favourite  boy,  one  of  the  handsomest 
negroes  I  ever  met.  He  had,  at  intervals, 
attacks  of  a  disease  rather  peculiar  to  the 
lower  regions  of  the  Niger.  When  his 
work  was  done  he  would  go  down  to  a 
district  where  alluvia!  clay  was  mixed 
with  the  river  sand,  and  he  accentuated 
his  disease  by  eating  handf  uls  of  the  clay. 
I  was  very  fond  of  the  boy,  and 
tried  to  prevent  him  killing  himself; 
but  he  resented  this,  and  wanted 
to  be  left  alone.  I  do  not  say 
the  Stoke  employers  or  workmen  have 
got  down  to  the  level  of  the  negro,  but 
they  are  within  measurable  distance  of 
my  boy  on  the  banks  of  the  Niger.  It' 
seems  to  me  that  this  Report  of  Dr.  Oliver 
and  Dr.  Thorpe  is  a  moral  stimulus  in  the 
right  direction.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Stoke  must  remember  that  the  slave  trade 
waa  only  done  away  ^vich  in  the  teeth  of 
the  slave-owners.  He  must  know  that  in 
the  Potteries  beer  is  regarded  as  the  best 
antidote  to  lead  poisoning,  and  does  he- 
expect  the  publicans  to  say  that  beer  is 
not  the  best  antidote  to  ead  poisoning  1 
The  men  who  are  in  the  lowest  position 
of  life  are  always  the  last  to  move  in  the 
direction   of  improvement.    Then  tho 
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hon.  Member  for  Stoke  said  that  Drs. 
Oliver  and  Thorpe,  however  qualified  as 
physicians,  were  not  practical  potters. 
They  may  not  be  practical  potters,  but 
they  can  tell  the  physical  effect  of  certain 
poisons  on  the  human  frame ;  and  this 
Report  is  worth  to  me  more  than  all  the 
opinions  of  all  the  potters  in  the  Potteries. 
I  am  glad  that  these  gentlemen  have  not 
condescended  to  the  paltry  argument  of 
the  hon  Member  for  Stoke,  but  have  gii'en 
their  views  straight  on  the  conditions 
of  affairs  in  the  trade.  Here  is  a  rough 
test  of  the  physical  effects  of  the  pottery 
trade  upon  Uiose  engaged  in  it.  Last 
Saturday  an  excursion  party  of  2,000 
or  3,000  men  and  women  from  the  Black 
CountiT  and  the  Pottery  districts  walked 
through  the  portals  of  the  House  of  Par- 
liament.   With  the  exception  of  a  contin- 

fent  of  Bushmen  from  near  Timbuctoo, 
never  saw  a  body  of  smaller  people  than 
these  excursionists  from  the  Potteries. 
They  had  heads  on  them  like  sugar  loaves, 
and  shoulders  like  champagne  bottles.  A 
recruiting  sergeant  would  not  look  at  a 
single  one  of  the  men.  On  every  face 
there  was  evidence  of  sufiering  and  bad 
conditions  before  they  were  bom,  going 
to  work  too  young,  and  while  at  work 
working  under  conditions  disgraceful  to 
employers  and  employed. 

Mr.  COGHILL  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
for  Battersea  will  come  to  Stoke-upon- 
Trent  I  will  show  him  among  the  potters 
some  of  the  finest  men  he  has  ever  seen. 


*Mr.  JOHN  BURNS: 
in  the  Pottery  district 


I  have  been  both 
and  the  Black 
Country  oftener  than  the  hon.  Member 
seems  to  think,  and  I  have  told  the  people 
there  what  I  now  say  across  the  floor  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  COGHILL :  The  conditions  of 
labour  in  the  Potteries  and  the  Black 
Country  are  very  different. 

*Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  We  know  that  in 
one  district  they  make  chains  and  nails,  and 
in  the  other  they  make  pots  and  china ;  but 
as  re^rds  wage^  hours,  sanitary  and  &ctory 
conditions  there  is  no  difference  between 
the  two.  The  hon.  Member  says  that  the 
workmen  want  things  to  continue  as  they 
are.  But  time  means  money,  and  these 
workmen  frequently  give  the  time  to 
their  work  which  they  ought  to  give  to 
their  meals,  and  to  cleaning  their  persons. 

Mr.  John  Bams. 


The  hon.  Member  will  find  that  it  is  tfa» 
industrial  environment,  the  low  wages,  and 
tiie  bad  sanitary  conditions  that  are 
responsible  for  the  state  of  affairs  dis- 
closed in  this  Report.    We  find  that 
1,085  persons  were  suffering  from  lead 
poisoning  out  of  a  population  of  4,703 
working  in  lead,  or  just  over  30  per  cent. 
If  that  were  the  condition  of  our  soldiers  in 
India,  in  regard  to  another  disease ;  if  it 
were  the  condition  of  our  garrisons  at 
home,  Parliament  would  be  alarmed,  and 
would  pretty  soon  take  action.    And  yet 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stoke  says  that  that 
is  a  condition  of  things  which  ought  to  be 
left  alone,  and  that  that  is  the  opinion  c£ 
the    people    themselves.    I    do  not 
believe    it.     Well,    if    that    is  so,, 
the  sooner  this  district  is  disfranchised 
the  better.    What  has  been  the  effect  of 
leaving  them  alone  t    The  effect  is  that 
the  employers  have    done  practically 
nothing  during  the  last  four  or  five  years 
to  introduce  improvements.    In  many 
cases  the  factories  are  insanitary,  and  the 
premises  dilapidated,  and  meal  rooms  are 
not   introduced   as    they    should  be. 
Generally,  the  policy  of  leaving  them 
alone  has  been  to  let  things  grow  worse 
in  the  district   It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Home  Secretary  to  use  every  means  in 
his  power  to  bring  public  opinion  to 
operate  against  such  a  state  of  things. 
Will  the  hon.  Member  for  Stoke  stand 
up  in  his  place  and  say  that  fritted 
lead     is     universally     used    in  the 
Pottery   district?   It  is  not  so  used, 
because  in  the  Staffordshire  district  the 
good  employers  are  dominated  by  the 
majority  of  bad  employers ;  and  what  is 
wanted    is    that  the  good  emploj^ers 
should  be  backed  up  by  public  opinion, 
by  the  Home  Secretary,  and  by  the 
Factory  Inspectors,  and  then  the  good 
employers  would  dominate  the  bad.  Then 
we  are  told  it  is  difficult  to  get  a,  sub- 
stitute for  raw  lead.    Is  there  an  industry 
or  trade  in  which  similar  excuses  have 
not  been  used  1   Railway  directors  make 
the  same  excuse  in  regard  to  automatic 
couplings.     There  is  not  an  industry 
where  public  opinion  is  not  necessaiy  to 
stimulate  the  nest   employers  in  the 
right  direction.     Then  I  come  to  the 
point  about  the  employment  of  young 
persons  in  these  dangerous  trades.  The 
opinion  of  every  factory  authority  in 
every  industrial  country  is  against  it ; 
and  X  am  sure  it  is  the  private  personal 
opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stoke 
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himself,  because  no  one,  especially  if  he 
is  a  married  man — one  of  the  advantages 
of  getting  married  is  that  a  man  becomes 
wiser — would  like  to  see  a  girl  or  boy  of 
his  own  oi  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age 
A  dipper's  assistant,  or  engaged  in  draw- 
ing the  ovens.  These  boys  and  girts  are 
to  be  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  the  next 
few  years,  and  they  ought  to  be  protected. 
It  is  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  see  that 
women  should  not  be  employed  in  these 
<iangerous  trades,  hot  only  for  their  own 
eakes  but  to  prevent  them  from  trans- 
mitting the  loathsome  and  dangerous 
disease,  proved  by  Dr.  Oliver  and  Dr. 
Thorpe,  and  which,  in  some  districts, 
have  rendered  recruiting  impossible,  as  t^e 
'Children  do  not  grow  up  to  oe  strone  and 
healthy  men.  We  are  told  that  rnorms 
should  be  introduced  with  care  and  caution, 
-and  that  the  manufacturers  should  not 
be  pressed  too  much.  I  can  only  say 
that  out  of  sixty  four  prosecutions,  sixty 
were  against  workpeople,  and  four  against 
employers.  That  means  that  the  inspec- 
tor is  not  doing  his  duty  up  to  the 
proper  standard.  When  I  read  about  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  many  of  the 
works,  I  am  driven  to  one  conclusion,  and 
one  only,  and  that  is,  that  the  time  has 
Arrived  when  the  Home  Secretary  should 
be  scientifically  disagreeable  with  the 
Pottery  districts.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  too  sympathetic,  too  kind-hearted, 
too  disinclined  to  apply  the  strong 
measure  he  ought  to  apply.  My  advice 
to  him  is  to  send  down  to  Staffordshire 
some  of  the  twenty  -  nine  new  officials 
And  doctors  he  has  appointed,  and  to  give 
them  the  marching  order  to  read  Dr. 
■Oliver's  and  Dr.  Thorpe's  Report  between 
Euston  and  Stafford.  Let  him  tell  them 
to  get  to  work  at  once,  on  the  basis  of 
that  Report  and  then,  within  the  present 
law  and  sphere  of  administration,  much 
-can  be  done  in  the  next  twelve  months 
to  bring  the  bad  employers  up  to  the 
best  possible  standard.  I  must  say  also 
that  the  time  has  arrived  when  our 
magistrates  the  weakest  link  in  factory 
legislation — should  have  brought  before 
them  in  some  special  way  the  evils  they 
are  perpetuating  by  infiicting  only 
nomiiuJ  fines.  I  ask  the  right  hon, 
Gentleman  to  get  Drs.  Oliver  and  Thorpe 
to  summarise  their  Report,  and  then  to 
•circulate  it  to  the  magistrates  through 
these  Pottery  districts.  If  that  were 
^one,  and  some  stiff  penalties  were 
imposed,  much  good  might  be  done. 
Four  or  five  years  ago  I  was  snubbed 


in  the  Grand  Committee  on  Trade 
for  saying  that  the  special  niles  would 
very  shortly  be  regarded  as  unworkable- 
and  arbitration  on  special  rules  ridiculous. 
I  was  ^ad  to  see  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  the  ex-Home  Secretary 
now  concurred  in  that  view,  and  the 
speeches  delivered  in  the  course  of  the 
Debate  indicate  that  the  special  rules 
must  go,  that  arbitration  must  disappear, 
and  that  the  factory  inspectors,  with 
regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law, 
should  have  the  same  power  as  an  ordi- 
nary sanitary  in^»ector  in  London  has 
against  a  householder  who  is  perpetuating 
a  nuisance,  or  who  has  diphtheria  or  scar- 
let fever  in  his  house.  There  should  be 
prompt  summary  powers  ta  stop  thme 
thin^,  and  if  the  Home  Secretary  is  only 
inclined  to  do  it,  he  has  the  means  at  bis 
command  already.  Why  is  it  that  we 
have  hadno  Factory  Report  within  the  last 
eighteen  months  ?  Is  it  that  there  is 
something  in  regard  to  these  trades  that 
we  are  not  wanted  to  know  ?  Is  the 
Home  Office  under-staffed  1  I  cannot 
understand  why  the  Home  Secretary 
should  have  suffered  this  delay,  and  I  would 
suggestthathe  should  employ  more  Female 
inspectors  for  dangerous  teades,  and  re- 
issue the  cireolar  urging  on  the  factory 
inspectors  to  rise  to  the  highest  level  of 
their  dut^  and  enforce  all  the  Acts  which 
come  within  their  power.  I  suggest  that  the 
factory  inspectors  should  be  shifted  from 
district  to  district,  and  that  the  medical 
should  be  placed  above  suspicion.  Hitherto 
the  factory  inspectors  have  received  the 
highest  encomiums  for  their  probity ;  but  I 
am  persuaded  that  a  condition  of  things 
exists  which  demands  a  st  rict  er  enforcement 
ofthefactorylaws.  If  more  power  is  needed, 
it  is  the  bunness  of  the  Home  Secretary  to 
come  to  the  House  of  Commons  and  ask 
for  these  greater  powers.  He  will  receive 
from  all  sides  of  the  House  support  in 
legislation  for  the  protection  of  the  helpless 
and  for  the  removal  of  evils  which  have 
too  long  prevailed  in  dangerous  trades. 


Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  There  has 
been- a  long  and  interesting  Debate  and  a 
great  amount  of  advice  has  been  given  to 
me  as  to  what  should  be  the  contents  of 
any  measure  it  may  be  in  my  power  to 
introduce  on  any  future  occasion.  The 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
seems  to  have  an  idea  that  it  is  necessary 
to  see  that  there  is  more  activity  on  the 
part  of  inspectors  of  factories.  There 
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-  could  not  possibly  be  a  more  erroneous 
idea  thfu)  that  there  is  a  want  of  activity 
on  the  part  of  the  inspectors,  and  I  can 
assure  the  House  that  to  carry  out  the 
immense  amount  of  work  imposed  on 
them  by  the  Act  of  1885  and  other  Acts, 
■  and  by  the  new  developments  which  have 
taken  place  from  time  to  time,  is  quite  as 
much  as  the  present  staff  can  undertake. 
The  reduction  of  the  Vote  has  been  moved 
because  of  the  lateness  of  the  Report  of 
the  chief  inspector.    I  regret  that  the 
Report  should  be  late,  but  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  ensure  that  so  elaborate  a 
Report  should  be  ready  by  the  month  of 
May.    It  could  not  be  secured  altogether 
by  an  addition  to  the  staff,  because  there 
must  bo  a  master  hand,  and  the  master 
hand  has  to  work  on  the  Report  exactly 
at  the  very  busiest  time  of  the  year.    It  is 
almost  impossible  to  bring  out  a  Report 
of  such  magnitude  so  that  it  may  be  in 
the  hands  of  Members  before  the  Home 
Office  Vote  is  discussed.    I  only  wish  it 
could  be  done,  because  the  more  the 
Reports  of  the  inspectors  are  studied  the 
more  fully  will  it  be  revised  how  much 
the  Home  Office  are   tryiing  to  do 
what  they  can  to  enforce  the  Acts, 
■  and    how   great   the    difficulties  are. 
The  main  part  of  the  Debate  has  turned 
upon  the  two  very  important  Reports  with 
reference  to  glazing  and  the  match- 
making industry,  and  I  have  been  asked 
what  I  propose  to  do  in  reference  to  them. 
I  admitted  last  year — and  I  do  not  go 
back  on  what  I  said — that  in  reference  to 
both  these  industries  I  am  convinced  that 
new  special  rules  will  be  necessary.  I 
have  proceeded  upon  lines  which  appear 
to  me  the  most  reasonable  and  fair — 
namely,  to  send  the  Reports  to  the  various 
manufacturers  concerned,  who,  after  ali, 
ought  to  be  consulted  and  considered, 
and  to  ask  them  what  they  can  do  to 
meet  the  suggestions  of  Drs.  Thorpe 
and  Oliver.    I  submit  that  the  best  way 
for  a  Minister  to  secure  the  good  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  is  to  carry  with  him,  as 
far  as  he  possibly  can,  the  goodwill  of 
those  with  whom  he  has  to  deal.   I  have 
received  answers  from  the  manufacturers, 
which  have  been  alluded  to  by  one  or  two 
speakers,  and  I  am  about  to  have  another 
conference  T^'ith  them  in  a  few  days,  and 
I  have  every  hope  that  we  shall  together 
be  able  to  frame  special  rules,  which  will 
very  much  improve  the  conditions  of  this 
trade.    As  far  as  the  Home  Office  is  con- 
cerned, we  shall  not  be  indisposed  to  do 
Sir.  Af.  JThHe  Ridley. 


the  best  we  can  to  support  the  ^-iews  of 
the  experts  in  this  matter.    The  very 
great  difficulties  of  the  phosphorus  business 
have  been  referred  Xo^  and  I  do  not  see 
how,  without  adequate  consideration  of 
the  Report  and  reference  to  the  manufac- 
turers, special  rules  could  be  devised. 
A  good  deal  was  known  of  the  facts  lart 
year,  but  only  in  a  tentative  way.  The 
j  Reports  have,  however,  added  a  great 
deal  to  our  knowledge,  and  this  circum- 
stance ought  to  inffoce  many  manufac- 
turers to  enter  into  a  new  and  more 
satuiactory  arrangement.    The  question 
of  arbitration  and  special  rules  is  a  diffi- 
cult one,  because  it  is  not  easy  to  secure 
the  passing  of  special  rules  which  wouM 
be  fair  to  the  various  industries,  and 
which  ought  to  be  adopted  by  the  work- 
ing men.    I  hope,  however,  that  I  shall 
be  able  to  propose  legislataon  which  will 
materially  alter  the  present  state  of  the 
law.    A  Bill  was  prepared  many  months 
ago  by  thorn  reqwiisible  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  FactoiT  Acts,  dealing  with 
special  rules;  but  the  fates  have  been 
against  me.    I  wish,  however,  to  disabuse 
the  minds  of  hon.  Members  of  the  misap- 
prehension  that  the  Government  had  no 
j  idea  of  introducing  legislation  on  the  sub- 
I  jeet  this  session.    In  the  coiu^e  of  the 
[present  year  I  have  been  able  to  enter 
into  successful  negotiations  with  manufac- 
turers, especially  in  the  white  lead  indus- 
try, to  secure  special  rules  which  1  hope 
will  be  satisfactory  tothat  trade,  and  which 
may  have  the  effiuit  of  inducing  others  to 
accept  similar  conditions.    It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  give  a  definite  promise  to  intro- 
duce a  factory  Bill  next  year,  but  it  will 
be  a  matter  of  great  disappointment  to- 
me if  I  find  myself  unable  to  deal  wiUi 
the  particular  question  to  which  I  haTO 
referred  at  an  early  period  next  session. 
Something  has    been  said    about  the 
Reports  as  to  fritted  lead  and  phos- 
phorus.   Everybody  will   admit  that, 
surrounded  as  we  are  with  difficulties,  yet 
special  rules  could  be  developed  out  of 
these  Reports,  which  would  be  likely  fbr 
the  time  being  to  effect  very  considerable 
results.    I  am  asked  to  agree  to  an 
inquiry  in  reference  to  the  file^mtting  and 
grinding  trade,  but  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
propose  to  deal  with  these  industries 
without  communicating  with  those  in- 
terested on  both  sides  of  the  question. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Bow  and  Bromler 
spoke  of  the  difficulties  of  arbitration,  and 
said  that  those  who  held  out  longeat 
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might  get  the         tenns  in  the  sense  of 
having  less  restrictions  imposed  upon 
them  under  arbitration.    If  we  take  the 
last  arbitration,  as  an  instance,  that  is  the 
case  to  a  certain  extent,  but  it  is  open  to 
those  who  previously  agreed  to  the  lules 
to  come  under  the  arbitration  terms.    1 1 
am  not  defending  this  system  of  special  | 
rules,  because  in  any  legislation  which  I  ] 
propose,  though  I  do  not  suppose  I  shall  | 
go  80  far  as  to  propose  that  the  frecretary  i 
of  State  himself  should  be  able  to  propose  , 
ndes  which  shall  be  laid  upon  the  Table  j 
of  this  House,  I  entirely  agree  that  this  i 
principle  of  arbitration  should  he  mate- 1 
rially  altered  if  not  entirely  done  away  j 
with.    My  desire  is  that  the  power  to  i 
make  rules  should  be  much  more  with  the  | 
Secretary  of  State  than  at  present,  subject  I 
to  a  fair  opportunity  being  given  to  those  ! 
who  are  concerned  of  being  heard  before  ' 
an  impartial  authority.    I  do  not  wish  to  ' 
l)e  understood  to  have  promised  that  there 
should  be  some  special  provision  in  mypro- 
posed  Bill  dealing  in  so  many  words  with  ' 
such  questions  as  the  cmploymentof  young  ' 
persons,  the  use  of  raw  lead,  phosphorus,  ' 
and  so  forth.    What  I  do  say  is  that  I 
intend  to  take  specific  powers  to  make  | 
rules  in  regard  to  these  matters,  because 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  such  rules ' 
can  be  made  under  the  present  law.    I  j 
hope  to  make  these  proposals  early  next 
session,  and  I  trust  that  they  will  not  be  j 
found  unsatisfactory.    I  admit  that  the 
key  to  the  position  is  effective  inspection. 
I  cannot  altogether  agree  that  the  inspec- ! 
tion  of  the  Home  Office  has  been  as  in-  [ 
efficient  as  th^  hon.  Member  for  Bromley 
and  Bow  su^ests.    I  have  not  shrunk 
from  ma^n^  a  very  considerable  increase 
bf  the  staff  in  order  to  meet  the  difficulties 
which  exist.    I  am  asked  to  appoint  a 
Departmental  Committee  to  inquire  into 
this  question,  but  I  have  had  a  Depart- 
mental Committee  sitting  for  some  time, 
and  they  have  presented  a  very  exhaustive 
Report  on  the  conditions    which  now 
attach  to  the  inspection  of  factories,  the 
relations  of  men  inspectors  to  women, 
and  the  wcvk  women  da   There  is  an 
addition  at  the  present  moment  of  one 
woman  inspector,  two  or  three  junior 
inspectors,  and  a  medical  inspector.  I 
hope  very  soon  to  appoint  a  deputy  chief 
inspector.    I  have  not  yet  made  that 
appointment,  because  it  is  part  of  the 
ffeneral  organisation,  which  we  have  not 
had  time  to  carry  out  satisfactorily.  The 
bon.  Gentieman  the  Member  for  East  Brad- 


ford has  spoken  of  anthrax  in  the  wool- 
sorting,  and  has  said  provision  ought  to 
be  made  for  making  that  trade  less 
dangerous.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  what 
has  been  said  about  the  increase  of  anthrax 
in  that  trade.  But  I  am  in  a  position  to  say 
that  the  diseases  arise  from  subsequent 
processes,  such  as  wool-combing.  As  to- 
the  controversy  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Stoke,  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  find 
unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  em- 
ployers to  enter  into  arrangements  with 
the  Home  Office.  I  have  done  my  best 
not  to  flaunt  special  rules  in  a  hurry 
before  manufacturers,  but  to  bring  evi- 
dence and  suggestions  before  them  as  to- 
what  can  be  done.  Under  the  present 
state  of  the  law  that  is  the  most  practical 
way.  Complaint  has  been  made  that  thfr 
Home  Office  does  not  act  more  quickly. 
Everyone  desires  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
ditions of  workpeople  in  these  dangerous 
trades,  but  the  circumstances  have  to  be 
considered,  and  the  legal  difficulties  are 
great.  A  great  deal  has  been  done  during^ 
the  past  few  years  by  action  which  is  far 
short  of  compulsion,  or  the  imposition 
such  rules.  There  Kte  many  instances  i» 
which  the  Home  Office  has,  by  the  action 
of  its  inspectors,  by  advice  and  repeated 
conference  and  su^estions,  done  a  great 
deal  to  improve  i^e  conditions  of  the 
dangerous  trades.  While  I  do  not  eo 
back  from  the  position  that  it  is  desirable 
that  legislation  should  be  introduced  for 
several  objects,  and  especially  for  doing 
away  with  arbitration,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  assert  that  much  could  be  done  in  a 
quiet  way. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  wish  to  associate 
myself  with  the  well-deserved  tribute- 
which    the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
paid  to  the  zeal  and  efficiency  of  the 
factory  inspectors.     If  our  system  of 
inspection  does  not  attain  all  the  results 
which  it  is    intended   to  accomplish, 
that  is  due,  not  to  any  want  of  efficiency 
on  the  part  of  the  inspector,  but  partly 
to  the  defects  of  the  law  and  partly  to- 
the  insufficiency  of  the  staff.    I  am  glad 
to  hear  that  additions  to  the  staff  are  con- 
templated, and  I  should  have  been  glad 
to  hear  that,  with  respect  to  the  districts  ■ 
where  the  trades  peculiarly  dangerous  to  - 
women  and   children   are   carried  on^ 
female  inspectors  were  to  be  stationed  in 
the  districts  for  a  considerable  time,  so- 
that  by  personal  contact  with  employers 
and  employed  we  might  not  only  see  that. 
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"the  law  was  enforced,  but  be  able  to  make 
-valuable  suggestions  for  the  amendment 
-•of  the  law.    With  regard  to  the  late 
presentation  of  the  Report,   I  cannot, 
^althou^h  I  have  eve^' desire  to  do  so, 
Tecognise  the  explanation  which  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  has  given  as  inamr  way 
satisfactory.    When  the  House  or  Com- 
mons has  on  one  occasion  only  in  the 
year  the  opportunity  of  reviewing  not  the 
law,  but  the  administration  of  the  law  by 
this  great  Department  of  State,  surely  it 
is  a  reproach  to  those  responsible  for  the 
administration  of    that   law   that  the 
representatives  of  the  people  should  have 
to  discuss  it  without  having  in  their 
hands  the  statistics  and  facts,  and  the  re- 

rrts  of  the  inspectors  on  those  facts, 
recognise  to  the  full  the  zeal  and 
-efficiency  of  the  staff,  but  whatever  steps 
%re  necessary,  whether  by  an  increase  in 
-the  staff  or  by  other  means,  in  order  to 
secure  that  the  presentation  of  the  Report 
should  be  n;iade  a  reasonable  time  before 
the  Vote  for  the  Home  Office  comes  on, 
•ought  to  be,  and  must  be  taken.    I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  such  steps  are 
necessary    both    in    the    interests  of 
administrative    efficiency   and    of  the 
effective  control  of  the  House  of  Commons 
■over  one  of  the  great  Departments  of 
'State.   As  regards  the  dangerous  trades 
in  regard  to  which  a  great  part  of  the 
-discussion  has  taken  place,  I  am  glad  to 
find  that  the  right    hon.  Gentleman 
Tecognises  the  urgency  of  effective  action. 
The  right  hon.   Gentleman,  however, 
■recognised  that  urgency  as  frankly  and  as 
fully  in  the  Debate  twelve  months  ago, 
and  i  must  say,  without  going  into  the 
•controversial  questions  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke,  that  having  carefully 
■considered  this  matter  for  a  number  of 
years,  I  do  not  consider  it  safe  for  the 
Department  to  rely  on  the  spontaneous 
and  voluntary  action  of  the  employers  in 
this  matter.    Here  as  elsewhere,  both  as 
regards  legislation  and  administration, 
the  difficulty  we  have  to  deal  with  is  not 
to  persuade  the  humane  and  reasonable 
'employer  to  resort  to  such  means  as  his 
own    conscience    and    common  -  sense 
•suggest    The  real  difficulty  is,  that  in 
■eveiy  trade  there  are  a  certain  number  of 
•employers  who,  partly  from  insufficient 
-means,  want  of  enterprise,  or  perhaps 
■sluggishness  of  conscience,  fall  below  the 
■average  standard  of  their  own  class. 
These  are  the  people  who  constitute  the 
real  difficulty,  and  we  shall  never  be  able 
Mr.  Asquilh. 
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to  deal  with  them  without  clear  legisla- 
tion and  stringent  administration.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
our  experience  in  this  matter  shows  that 
in  the  prestnt  state  of  the  law  we  cannot 
rely  on  special  rules.    The  conclusion  to 
which  I  have  come  from  h'stening  to  this 
Debate  and  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's own  speech  is  that  if  ever  there 
were  a  case  in  which  the  necessity  for 
legislation  Jwas  clearly  established  it  is 
this  case.  I  think  it  is  established  on  two 
quite  distinct  grounds.    First  of  all,  take 
those  matters — I  agree  a  considerable 
number — contained  in  the  Report  of  Pro- 
fessor Thorpe  and  Dr.  Oliver,  which  are 
dealt  with  by  special  rules.    WTien  these 
special  rules  are  framed,  the  Home  Office 
is  brought  up  against  the  stone  wall  of 
arbitration,  with  the  reudt,  to  use  an 
illustration  from  the  chess  board,  that 
a   kind    sf   stalemate   is  established. 
Some  of  the  employers  acquiesce  in  the 
special  rules,  but  others  dispute  them, 
and  one  single  employer  who  holds  out, 
out  of  a  hundred  or  a  thousand  employers, 
is  able  by  means  of  the  dilatory  progress 
of  arbitration  to  ^t  substantial  modifica- 
tions of  the  provisions  laid  down  by  the 
Home  Offi(»  for  the  safe  conduct  of  the 
trade,  not  only  for  himself,  but  also  for 
his  fellow  employers  who  did  not  ask  to 
have  the  rules  modified.    That  is  a  very 
unsatisfactory  state  of  things.    The  hon. 
Member  for  Derby  said  that  I  was  the 
author  of  the  system  of  arbitration.  1  dis- 
claim, as  I  am  entitled  to  do,  whatever 
credit  or  discredit  attaches  to  the  invention 
of  that  system.    It  was  invented  by  the 
Act  of  1891,  before  I  had  anything  to  do 
with  these  matters,  and  it  was  to  me, 
while  I  was  concern^  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law,  as  I  am  sure  it  now  is  to 
my  right  hon.  friend  opposite,  a  constant 
stumluing  block.  As  regards  those  matters 
which  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  special  rule^ 
the  hands  of  the  Home  Office  are  fettered 
and  the  efficiency  of  the  administration 
of  the  law  is  impaired,  as  long  as  this 
power  of  resorting  to  arbitration  is  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  any  employer.  I  was  very 
glad  to  hear  from  the  right  hon.  Gentie- 
man  that  in  his  proposahi  for  legislation 
he  intended  to  deal  with  this  matter,  but 
I  listened  with  a  littJe  alarm  to  his 
allusion  to  what  he  called  an  impartial 
tribunal.   Arbitration  is,  I  suppose,  an  im- 
partial tribunal,  but  I  would  much  rather 
that  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  would 
keep  the  power  himself.    It  would  be 
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mnch  better — I  speak  quite  deliberately 
and  after  having  given  the  matter  a  great 
deal  of  consideration — if  Parliament  would 
give  power  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  time  being  to  make  special  rules, 
subject  to  such  Parliamentary  supervision 
and  control  as  are  involved  in  the  laying 
of  those  rules  on  the  Table  of  this  House, 
and  enacting  that  they  should  not  come 
into  force  if  the  House  of  Commons  realty 
objected  to  them.    I  agree  that  the  House 
ought  to  have  full  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing these  rules,  and  that  we  should 
not  be  restricted  to  a  capricioiis  hour 
after  twelve  o'clock.    I  am  quite  pre- 
pared  not   only  to  admit,   but  to 
insist,    that    if    such    arbitrary  and 
autocratic    power    is    to    be  vested 
in  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  House  of 
Ck)mmons  should  have  the  fullest  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  all  the  arguments,  and 
of  considering,  revising,  and,  if  it  pleased, 
rejecting  such  rules.    I  am  satisfied  there 
will  never  be  a  satis&ctory  solution  of 
this  question  until  an  arrangement  of  this 
kind  is  substituted  for  arbitration.  But 
even  then,  there  are  some  matters  which 
can  be  dealt  with  by  special  rules,  and 
others  which  cannot.    Take,  for  instance, 
the  main  recommendation  of  that  excel- 
lent Report  which  has  been  referred  to, 
that  in  future  raw  lead  should  not  be 
allowed  to  be  employed.   I  do  not  think 
at  present  that  can  be  enforced  by  a 
special  rule,  and  it  would  be  a  dangerous 
experiment  for  the  Home  Secretary  to 
try.   Here  we  have  got  a  clear  case  for 
coming  to  Parliament  for  the  necessary 
power  to  carry  out  that  recommendation. 
At  present  it  is  a  matter  entirely  beyond 
the  purview  and  scope  oi  a  spedal  rule, 
and  it  is  one  of  the  cleuwt  cases  for 
urgent  and  prompt  legislation  possible  to 
imagine.   I  do  not  doubt  for  a  moment 
the  assurance  oi  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  if  he  had  his  own  way  legia- 
latioD  would  be  introduced,  but  we  can- 
not isolate  a  particular  Minister  from  his 
colleagues,  or  consider  the  policy  of  one 
Department ;  we  must  take  the  policy  of 
the  Government  as  a  whole.    When  I 
think  of  some  of  the  hours  and  days  and 
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months  occupied  during  the  session  in 
putting  upon  the  Statute  Book  an  Act 
which  will  not  be  exercised  in  one  con- 
stituency in  a  hundred,  for  advancing 
money  to  wealthy  working  men  ;  when  I 
remember  the  time  occupied  with  this 
and  other  nugatory  work  

♦The  chairman  :  It  wouW  be  very 
dangerous  if  we  got  into  a  disenssion  on 
the  Workmen's  Dwellings  Bill. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  appreciate  the  risk, 
and  I  will  only  say  as  a  general  wgument 
that  there  have  been  projects  of  legisla- 
tion placed  before  the  House  of  Commons 
which  cannot  compare  in  point  of  social- 
urgency  with  this  admitted  necessity  to 
preserve  the  lives  and  health  of  our  work- 
ing population.   We  know  that  in  this 
matter  we  have  the  fullest  sympathy  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  can  only 
exgteaa  a  sincere  hope  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  be  able  to  impress  his 
colleagues  with  the  views  he  himself 
entertains.     As    regards   the  general 
administration  of  the  Factory  Laws,  I 
heard  with  very  great  satisfaction  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  as  to  his 
proposals  for  the  general  reorganisation 
and  improvement  of  the  staff.  I  am  quite 
satisfied  that  with  laws  of  this  kind 
increasing  yearly  in  complexity  and  also 
in  social  and  industrial  urgency,  the 
administrative  arrangements,  whit^  were 
perfectly  adequate  five  yearsago,have  now 
fallen  very  much  below  the  level  we 
ought  to  seek  to  attain.   I  can  assure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  in  any  pro- 
posals he  makes  to  enliu^  the  scope  and 
to  increase  the  sufficiency  of  the  staff  by 
which  the  urgent  work  of  administration 
is  carried  on,  he  will  have  not  only  th« 
sympathy  but  the  active  support  of  all 
sections  of  the  House.    I  think  this  has 
been  on  the  whole  a  very  satisfactory 
and  illuminating  discussion.  Certainly  the 
impression  it  leaves  on  my  mind  is  that 
until  by  increased  legislative  power  th« 
good  intentions  of  the  Home  0£Sce,  which 
always  exist,  are  able  to  carry  them- 
selves into  effective  action,  I  will  not  say 
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the  money  voted  to-night  will  be  wasted, 
but  I  will  say  that  it  will  not  be  put  to 
such  a  beneficent  purpose  as  it  might.  My 
rig^t  faon.  friend  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean  has  moved  the  reduction 
of  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  I 
do  not  know  whether  he  intends  to  press 
that  motion  to  a  Division,  but  if  he  does, 
for  my  part,  although  I  sympathise  with 
a  great  deal,  if  not  all,  of  what  he  said,  I 
cannot  support  him  in  the  Lobby.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  Debate  has  served  the 
purposQ  for  which  it  was  intended,  and  I 
can  onTy  hope  that  the  assurances,  inde- 
finite though  they  be,  which  have  been 
given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
be  carried  into  effect. 

Mb.  TENNANT:  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  having  his 
Bill  read  a  first  time  this  session,  in  order 
that  we  might  discuss  it  in  the  autumn, 
and  that  he  might  have  the  views  of  both 
employers  and  employed  throughout  the 
country  on  it^ 

Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  I  am  afraid 
I  cannot  accede  to  the  request  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman. 


Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  I  would  wish  to 

call  the  attention  of  the  Home  Secretary 
to  one  fact.  He  was  under  the  impression 
that  I  had  been  too  severe  in  my  criticism 
of  the  employers. 

Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  Na 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  In  using  the 
language  I  did,  I  was  more  than  justified. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  fre- 
quently found  employers  anxious  to  assist 
him,  but  the  report  of  Messrs.  Oliver  and 
Thorpe  states  that  all  the  evidence  they 
were  able  to  collect  forced  them  to  the 
conclusion  that  very  little  of  an  effective 
character  had  been  even  attempted  by  the 
employers.  That  is  the  description  given 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  own  ofiScers ; 
and  in  the  language  I  made  use  of,  I  was 
only  confirming  what  their  experience 
was  in  the  Pottery  districts. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :  Ayes,  35 ; 
Noes,  115.   (Division  List.  Na  229.) 


AYEa 


Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
CaldweU,  James 
Crilly,  Duiiel 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davitt,  Michael 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Evans,  SamaelT.(Glamor^n) 
Ferguson,  B-CManro  (Leitb) 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Goddar^  Daniel  Ford 
H^ne,  Bb  Hon.  Ghas.  Seale- 


HazeU,  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh. 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Fanltoo,  James  Mellor 
Recldtt,  Harold  James 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 


Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soamea,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
SulLiran,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Williams,  JohnCan'en  (Notts. 

Tellers  fob  the  Atbs— 
Sir  Charles  Dilke  and  Mr, 
John  Boms. 


NOES. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Keyndll 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
'Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
BagotjCapt.  Josceltne  FttzRoy 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfoar,RtBnGeraldW.(LeedB 
Banbnry,  Frederick  George 
Barton,  Dunbar  Flunket 
Bathont,  Hon.  Allen  R 


Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Brlstol 
Bentinok,  Lord  Heniy  C. 
Bethel),  Commander 
Bond,  Edward 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Butoher,  John  Geotsa 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  H.  (Greenwich) 


Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Bir. 
Chamberlun,  J.  Aasten(Worc. 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Hem; 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Visooont 
Ciwhill,  Doo^M  Hany 
C<uling8,  Rt.  Bon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,A.  Cameron  (Glai^ow) 
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<7ciZj  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainlwidge 
Oibitt,  Hon.  Hrauy 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonet 
DongloB,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers* 
DongUu- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Drag^  GooSmy 
Droeker,  A. 

Dunoombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 

f  enpiB8on,Rt.HD.SirJ.(Mncr. 
Field,  Admiral  (Eaetboume) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
-Gedge,  Sydney 
4xibMna,  J.  Lloyd 

Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
•Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 

Goldsworthy,  Maior-General 

Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
-Oreene,  H.  D.  (Shrewabory) 
<rreene^  W.Kaymoiid>  (Cambe. ) 

Gretton,  Jc^ 
■Crrerille,  Hon  Ronald 

Hainilton,Rt.  Hn.  Lord  George 

Hanbnry,RtHon.  Robt.  Wm. 

Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 

Hardy,  Laurence 

Jlatcn,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 


Holder,  Angnatiu 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.(&ow) 
Howell,  Wittiahi  Tudor 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  I}.  George 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col  William 
Keswick,  William 
lAwrenc^SirE.  Daming'(Coni 
LawBon,John  Grant  (Vorks.) 
Lea,SirThoma)j  (Londouderi^) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Cume 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Dillwyn-  (Swan. 
Lockwood,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Er«kioe 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowles,  John 
Macartney,  W.  G,  Ellison 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'Arthiir,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Martin,  Richard  Biddolph 
Milton,  Viscount 
Monk,  Chas.  James 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.F.  (Monmouthsh) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,Arthur  H.  A(Deptford 
Murray, Col. Wyndham  (Bath) 
Pease,  Herbert  F.  (Darlington) 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Percy,  Earl 


Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkuigton,R.  (Lanes,  Newton) 
Platt-H^gins,  tVederick  ' 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.Sir  Matthew  W. 
ltitchie,Rt.Hn.Cha8.  Thomson 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneuz 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley. 
SaitHoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
SturtjHon.  HamphreyNapier 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf.Univ, 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Ward,  Hon.  R.  A.  (Crewe) 
Warde,  Lieut.-CoI.C.E.{Kent) 
Welby,  Lieuf-Col.  A.  C.  E, 
Wentworth,  B.  C.  Vernon- 
Woilehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Wyndham-Qoin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marniaduko  D'Arcy 

Tellebs  for  the  Nobs— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

♦Me.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notts., 
Mansfield) :  If  I  did  not  fear  being  called 
to  order  by  you.  Sir,  I  should  be  glad  to 
Avail  myself  of  this  Vote  to  urge  on  the 
Home  Secretary  the  necessity  for  Burial 
Law  reform.  I  have  to  make  a  complaint 
very  different  from  the  complaints  to 
which  we  have  listened  to  to-night.  Com- 
"plaints  have  been  made  of  the  Home 
Secretary  for  not  doing  things  he  ought 
to  have  done.  My  complaint  is  that  he 
is  doing  things  which  had  better  be  left 
undone.  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  ask 
the  Home  Secretary  not  to  administer  the 
existing  law  with  unnecessary  rigour. 
The  point  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
his  attention  is  the  requirement  of  conse- 
•c rated  in  addition  to  unconsecrated 
ground  in  the  case  of  cemeteries  under 
Burial  Acts.  I  am  quite  aware  that 
in  regard  to  new  cemeteries  the  Home 
Office  is  entitled  to  insist  that  there  shall 
he  consecrated  and  unconsecrated  parts, 
but  the  law  is  not  so  clear  with  regard  to 
additions  to  cemeteries.  Some  time  ago 
the  late  Home  Secretary  was  engaged  in 


a  lengthy  controversy  with  the  Corpoi-a- 
tion  d  Hull  He  required  a  large  amount 
of  additional  ground  to  be  consecrated. 
The  Corporation  refused,  and  ultimately 
the  Home  Secretary  ceased  to  put  pres- 
sure on  the  Corporation  and  abandoned 
his  contention.  Since  then  the  Basing- 
stoke decision  has  been  obtained,  which  I 
admit  enables  the  Home  Office  to  insist 
that  additional  ground  should  be  conse- 
crated, and  at  the  present  moment  the 
Home  Office  is  pressing  Colne,  in  Lanca- 
shire, to  consecrate  the  proposed  addition 
to  the  cemetery  which  the  Burial  Authority 
considers  is  absolutely  imnecessary. 
The  facts  are  that  the  existing  unconse- 
crated ground  is  quite  full,  and  that 
th^efore  unconsecrated  ground  is  needed. 
But  the  existing  consecrated  ground  is 
not  full,  and  may  last  for  some  consider- 
able time  longer.  Yet,  notw-ithstanding 
that,  the  Home  Office  is  insisting  that  the 
new  ground  shall  be  divided  into  conse- 
crated and  unconsecrated  parts.  That  is 
not  only  absurd,  but  very  embarrassing 
to  the  Burial  Authorities,  who  have  a 
difficulty  in  deciding  how  much  shall 
be    consecrated   and    how  much 
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consecrated.  They  do  not  know  what 
the  facts  of  the  case  may  be  in  years 
to  come,  when  additional  consecrated 
ground  may  be  required;  and  I  submit 
that  the  Home  Office  might  very  reason- 
aMy  aUow  this  quesiicm  to  rest  until  the 
necessity  for  new  consecrated  ground 
actually  arises.  This  is  one  of  those 
oases  of  which  it  cannot  be  said  that 
delay  is  dangerous.  No  conceimble  harm 
can  resvilt  if  the  Home  Office  lets  the 
matter  rest,  whereas  hasty  action  may 
cause  much  that  may  hereafterbe  regretted. 
I  think  the  Home  Office  in  matters  of 
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this  kind  might  be  a  little  more- 
acoommodating. 

It  being  Midnight^  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  malro  his  Beix»t  to  the 
'House. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon 
Monday  next;  Committee  also  report 
Progress;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday 
next. 

House  adjonmed  at  five  miiniteaalter 
TwelTO  of  the  clock  till 
Monday  next.. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  10th  July  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acauainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
bad  laid  upon  the  Table  the  certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standin^ 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bit 
have  been  complied  with. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  17). 

And  the  certificate  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  nave  been  complied  vith. 

HARROW  AND  UXBBIDGE  RAILWAY. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Tabla 

STANDING  ORDEItS  COMMITTEE. 

Report  from,  That  the  Standing 
Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of 
the 

LONDON.  WALTHAMSTOW,  AND 
EPPENG  FOREST  RAILWAY  (No.  2) 
BILL 

Oneht  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the 
Bill  allowed  to  proceed,  provided  that  the 
agreement  between  the  London,  Wal- 
thamstow,  and  Epping  Forest  !&ulway 
Company  and  the  Midbnd  Railway  Com- 
pany contained  in  the  Third  Schedule  to 
the  Bill  shall  be  of  no  validity  until  the 
publication  in  the  London  Gazette  of  a 
certificate  by  two  justices  that  the  said 
agreement  has  been  approved  by  a 
general  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of 
the  Midland  Railway  Company  held  in 
the  month  of  August,  1899,  in  accord- 
ance with  Standing  Order  64. 

Read,  and  agreed  ta 

GATESHEAD  AND  DISTRICP  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  To-morrow, 

SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  MARKETS 
BILL. 

MILLWALL  DOCK  BILL. 
STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Oommittee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next 
VOL.  LXXrV.   [Fourth  Series.] 


DERBY  CORPORATION  TRAMWAYS 
BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Friday  next 

LONDON  And  NORTH-WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY (ADDITIONAL  POWERS)  BILL. 


BROMPTON  AND  PICCADILLY  CIRCUS 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the 
Bills  was  withdrawn.  The  orders  made 
on  the  27th  of  Jane  and  on  Tuesday  last 
discharged ;  and  Bills  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn;  the  orders  made  on 
Monday  and  Friday  last  discharged ;  and 
Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

BAKER  STREET  AND  WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

The  Queen's  consent  signified ;  and 
Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments.. 

LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  AND  SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  (VARIOUS  POWERS) 
BILL. 

The  Queen's  consent  signified ;  and 
Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  (MARKETS) 
BILL. 

Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee 
to  adjourn  over  To-morrow. 

IONIAN  BANK  BILL. 
Read  3*,  and  passed. 

AYR  BURGH  BILL. 

Read  3",  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM, AND  DOVER  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANIES BILL 

Read  S**,  with  the  Amendments ;  fur- 
ther Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 
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BELFAST  WATER  BILL. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL. 

LONDON,  CHATHAM,  AND  DOVER 
RAILWAY  BILL. 
NOTTINGHAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 

SCUNTHORPE  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS 
AND  WATER  BILL. 

TAFF  VALE  RAILWAY  BILL. 
Ketumed  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

INVERNESS  HARBOUR  BILL.  [H.L.] 
Returned  from  the  Commons  vith  the 
Amendment  made  by  the  Lords  to  the 
Amendments   made  by   the  Commons 
agreed  to. 

TRANSVAAL  MORTGAGE  LOAN  AND 
^NANCE  COMPANY  BILL.  [H.L.] 

Returned  from  the  Commons,  agreed 
to. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH  PIER  BILL.  [H.L.] 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments;   the  said  Amend- 
ments oonsidOTed,  ami  agreed  to. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

Committed:  The  Committee  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (Na  9)  BILL. 

House  to  be  in  Committee  to-morrow . 

MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

House  to  be  in  Committee  to-morrow, 
and  Standing  Orders  Nos.  XXXIX.  and 
XLV.  to  be  considered  in  order  to  their 
being  dispensed  with. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  SO)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1*; 
to  be  printed  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers.  (No.  160.) 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dec. 


■   LOCAL  TAXATION  {SCOTLAND). 
Return  showing  the  total  payments 
into  and  out  of  the  Local  Taxation  (Scot- 
land) Aocouot  for   the  financial  year 
189^99.  .  . 


IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (JUDICIAL 
RENTS). 

Return  for  the  month  of  December^ 
1898. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (1899)  ANNUAL 
SERIES. 

No.   2312.   Germany  (Frankfortron- 
Main). 

No.  2313.  Santo  Dominga 

No.  2314.  United  States  (Boston  and 

District). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT,. 
1898. 

Regulations  under  the  Local  (jorem- 
ment  (Application  of  Enactments)  Order,. 
1898,  as  to  issue  of  county  stock. 

FINES,  ETC.  (IRELAND). 

Abstract  oi  accounts  of  fines  accounted 
for  by  the  Registrar  of  Petty  Sessions. 
Clerks  for  the  year  1897. 

DOGS  REGULATION  (IRELAND)  ACT. 
1865. 

Account  of  receipts  and  expenditure- 
under  the  Act,  for  1898. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT.  1884. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  3pd  July,  1899,. 
declaring  that  Mr.  Henry  Gwilliam,  arti- 
ficer, Royal  Small  Arms  Factory,  War 
Office,  was  appointed  without  a  Civil  Ser- 
Tice  certificate  through  inadvertence  on 
the  part  of  the  head  of  his  Department. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


COMMONS  AND  OPEN  SPACES  BILL. 
[H.L.] 

House  in  Ctmimittee  (accrading  to- 
Order). 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  :— 

♦Viscount  CROSS :  This  chmse  pro- 
yides  that  not  less  than  forty  days  beiore 
the  making  of  a  scheme  the  council  shall 
give  the  prescribed  notice  of  their  inten- 
tion to  make  it,  and  shaO  state  whero 
eopiee  of  tha  draft  of  the  adione  may  be 


Digitized  by 


277 


Commms  and 


{10  July  1899} 


Open  Spaces  BUI.] 


278 


obtmned,  and  where  the  plan  therein 
referred  to  nwr  be  inspected.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  forty 
days  is  not  a  suflBciently  long  notice,  be- 
cause persons  interested  may  be  abroad 
and  may  not  get  the  notice  in  time.  I 
therefore  propose  an  Amendment  to  sub- 
stitute three  months  as  the  term  of 
notice. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  20,  to  leave  out  '  forty  days ' 
and  insert '  three  luontlia.'  " — ( Viscount  Croat.) 

On  Question,  "That  the  words  'forty 
days '  stand  part  of  the  clause,"  resolved 
in  the  negative. 

On  Question,  "That  the  words  'three 
months '  be  here  inserted,"  agreed  to. 


♦Viscount  CROSS :  I  have  a  proviso 
to  add  at  the  end  of  Clause  2.  I  am  very 
anxious  that  the  expenses  in  connection 
wit'h  the  regulation  ca  commons  should  be 
reduced  as  much  as  possible,  and  in  the 
matter  of  small  commons  and  village 
greens  I  do  not  think  it  should  be  neces- 
sary to  obtain  the  consent  of  two-thirds 
of  the  commoners,  which  is  a  very  ex- 
pensive proceeding.  The  difficulty,  first 
of  all,  is  to  get  hold  of  two-thirds  of  the 
commoners,  and,  secondly,  to  get  their 
consent.  What  we  propose  is  that  a 
scheme  may  go  on,  unless  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  receive  a  written  notice  of 
dissent  either  from  the  person  entitled,  as 
lord  of  the  manor,  or  otherwise,  to  the 
soil  of  the  common,  or  from  persons 
representing  at  least  one-third  in  value  of 
such  interests  in  the  common  as  are 
affected  by  the  scheme.  It  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  we  are  dealing  in  this 
matter  with  private  rights.  The  lord  of 
the  manor,  as  well  as  the  commoners,  un- 
doubtedly has  a  right,  and  we  must 
remember  that  commons  do  not  belong  to 
the  public,  but  to  the  commonOTs  and  to 
t^e  lord  of  the  manor.  Although,  as  I 
have  said,  I  am  most  anxious  to  reduce 
expenditure  as  much  as  possible,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  right  that  private  property 
should  be  taken  away  m  this  summary 
manner  by  a  Department.  It  is  not  a 
good  thing  to  say  that  people  may  break 
tb'e  Tenth  Commandment,  and,  when  they 
have  broken  it,  it  is  still  a  worse  thing  to 
aay  that  they  may  break  the  eighth. 


Amendment  moved — After  line  12  to 
insert  the  following  proviso : 

"  Provided  that  if,  at  any  time  before  the 
Board  have  approved  of  the  Bcheiiie,  they  re- 
ceive a  written  notice  of  dissent  either — 

(a)  from  the  person  entitled  as  lord  of  the 
inanOT  or  otherwise  to  the  soil  of  the  common ; 

or 

(6)  from  persons  representing  at  lea^t  one- 
third  in  value  of  such  interests  in  the  common 
as  are  affected  by  the  scheme  ; 

and  snch  notice  is  not  subsequently  with" 
drawn,  the  Board  shall  not  pruce»d  further  in 
the  matter."— (FtseetmC  Ones.) 

Lord  BTJRGHGLERE  :  I  had  proposed 

to  move  to  amend  the  Amendment  of  the 
noble  Viscount  by  inserting  after  "  pro- 
vided that  "  the  following  words  :  "  in  the 
case  of  commons  exceeding  200  acres  in 
extent."  I  think  the  Government  might 
well  have  accepted  the  provisions  of  my 
Bill  as  originally  drawn,  and  that  we 
might  have  relied  with  assurance  upon 
adequate  inquiries  being  made,  and  due 
discretion  exercised,  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  without  rdferring  at  all  to 
the  absolute  veto  of  the  lord  of  the  manor 
and  those  interested  in  the  commons.  By 
the  Bill  as  it  stands,  the  lord  of  the 
manor  and  all  those  interested  ii]  com- 
mons would  have  ample  opportunity  of 
laying  their  objections  to  any  scheme 
that  might  be  proposed  before  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  and  I  cannot  conceive  the 
Boara  of  Agriculture,  under  any  possible 
conditions,  refusing  to  listen  to  those 
objections  or  sanctioning  any  scheme  in 
connection  with  which  there  could  be 
shown  a  shade  of  justifiable  objection.  I 
understand  that  the  Government  are  un- 
able to  accept  my  Amendment,  even  in 
the  case  of  the  smallest  commons,  and  I 
deeply  regret  that  they  have  arrived  at 
this  decision.  The  Bill  as  it  stands  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  right  and  equitable  altera- 
tion of  the  law  for  the  benefit  of  evenr- 
one  concerned,  including  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  and  I  had  hoped  that,  although 
the  noble  Viscount  coiUd  not  accept  the 
Bill  as  it  was  originally  drawn,  he  would, 
at  anyrate,have  menable,a8  a  compromise,, 
to  support  my  amendment  to  his  Ammd- 
ment,  limiting  that  Amendment  to  cases  of 
commons  exceeding  200  acres  in  extent. 
However,  the  Bill,  even  as  amended  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  the  noble  Viscount, 
contains  a  concession  of  considerable 
value,  and  an  alteration  of  the  law  which 
will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  commons 
afSutod.   m  Bill,  mtrnttutRnding  the 
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Amendments,  absolutely  meets  those 
special  cases  to  which  I  alluded  when  I 
had  the  honour  of  moving  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  and  the  hardship  of 
which  I  ventured  at  that  time  to  lay 
special  stress  upon — I  mean  the  case  of 
uie  smaller  commons,  which  everyone 
agrees  might  be  improved,  regulatwl,  and 
used  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  neighbour- 
hoods in  which  they  are  situated.  Under 
the  Commons  Act  of  1876  we  were  obliged, 
•even  in  the  case  of  very  small  commons, 
to  go  through  such  an  expensive  and 
lengthy  procedure  as  practically  to  pro- 
hibit the  possibility  of  promoting  schemes 
for  their  regulation  and  improvement. 
Under  this  Bill,  even  as  amended,  we  get 
rid  of  the  exhaustive  inquiries  on  the 
spot,  the  reference  to  Parliament,  and  the 
reference  to  the  Select  Ck>mmittee  on 
Commons  in  Parl!an:ent.  We  aUo  get  rid 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  ex- 
pensive process  of  sending  down  a  valuer 
to  make  an  award.  I  know  this  only 
takes  place  in  non-contentious  cases,  but  I 
am  assured,  on  very  good  authority,  that, 
in  the  case  of  the  smaller  commons  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  in  nine  instances 
out  of  ten  there  will  be  no  opposition, 
and  that,  therefore,  great  benefit  will  be  : 
conferred  by  thif.  Bill.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  if  I  accept  the  proviso  of  the  , 
noble  Viscount,  and  withdraw  my  Amend- , 
ment  to  it,  the  Bill  will  be  regaitled  by 
the  Government  as  a  non-contentious ' 
measure,  and  will  receive  their  support 
and  encouragement  when  it  reaches  the  , 
other  House,  should  your  Lordships  allow  , 
it  to  pass  through  all  its  stages  here.  In  ; 
order  that  the  Bill  may  become  law  this  j 
session  I  will  withdraw  my  Amendment,  | 
and  accept  the  noble  Viscount's  proviso,  i 


I  am  glad  that 
seen  his  way  to 


Viscount  CROSS: 
the  noble  Lord  has 
withdraw  his  Amendment.   The  view  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  coincides  with 
that  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  they  believe 
that  with  regard  to  the  smaller  com- 1  prove  extremely  embarrassing,  both  to  the 
mons  the  noble  Lord  will,  in  the  majority  ;  district  board  and  to  the  Board  of  Ab- 


senting at  least  one-third  in  value  of  the 
interests  in  the  common  dissent,  then  the 
scheme  is  to  be  absolutely  withdrawn. 
If  it  were  proposed  to  take  away  any 
rights  of  property  without  compensation, 
I  should  thoroughly  agree  with  the  pro- 
viso the  noble  Viscount  proposes,  but  if 
your  Lordships  will  look  at  Clause  7  of 
the  Bill  you  will  see  that  it  is  there 
provided  that : 

"  No  estate,  interest,  or  right  of  a  profitable 
or  beneficial  nature  in,  over,  or  affecting  any 
common  shall,  exAept  with  the  consent  of  the 
person  entitled  thereto,  be  taken  away  or 
injuriouBlT  affected  by  any  scheme  under  this 
part  of  this  Act  without  compensation  beitiK 
ma^Ie  or  provided  for  the  aame  by  the  conncu. 
I  making  the  scheme,  and  such  compensation 
'  shall,  In  case  of  difference,  be  ascertflined  and 
I  provided  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  were  for 
the  compulsory  purchase  and  takine,  or  the 
I  injnriooB  affecting  of  lands  under  the  Land 
{  Clauses  Acts." 

'  Therefore,  my  Lords,  under  the  Bill  as  it 
'  stands  the  fullest  compensation  is  pro- 
I  vided,  both  for  the  lord  of  the  manor 
■  and  for  any  other  person  whose  property 
it  may  be  proposed  to  take  away.  In  the 
first  instance,  the  individual  whose  right 
was  affected  would  have  the  power  to 
appeal  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and 
we  may  suppose  that  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  would  listen  carefully  to  his 
statement.  Then,  if  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture should  not  agree  with  the  person 
protesting,  it  is  tnie  the  lord  of  the  manor 
would  have  to  surrender  his  right,  but  he 
would  be  amply  compensated.  I  would 
put  it  to  the  Rouse  whether,  under  the 
present  law,  the  rights  of  promrty  owners 
are  not  amply  protected.  Of  course  as 
the  noble  Lord  has  withdrawn  his  Amend- 
ment there  is  nothing  more  to  be  said, 
but  I  think  the  case  which  he  presented 
to  the  House  was  one  deserving  of  very 
careful  consideration. 

Lord  DAVEY  :  I  am  afraid  that  the 
Amendment  of  the  noble  Viscount  will 


of  cases,  even  with 
gain  his  object. 


the  proviso  added. 


The  Earl  of  CAMPERD0\™:  I 
am  rather  sorry  that  the  noble  Lord 
has  withdrawn  his  Amendment  without 
having  it  more  fully  discussed,  because  I 
r^ard  the  proviso  as  it  stands  as  rather 
too  stringent.  The  proviso  states  that 
if  the  lord  of  the  manor  or  personB  repre- 

Lord  Burghdere, 


culture.  I  agree  that  the  powers  which 
it  is  proposed  to  exercise  under  this  Bill 
may  interfere  with  the  legal  rights  of  the 
lord  of  the  manor.  Therefore  it  is  right, 
no  doubt,  that  the  lord  of  the  manor 
should  have  a  veto,  but  this  does  not 
apply  to  the  commoners,  because  with 
the  omission  of  Clause  8  of  this  Bill — the 
omission  which  the  noble  Viscoimt  pro- 
poses to  move — nothing  can  be  done  to 
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the  common  which  will  in  any  way  inter- 
fere with  the  righta  of  the  commoners  to 
feed  their  cattle,  sheep,  ponies,  donkeys, 
and  geese  on  the  common.  There  will 
only  be  then  the  x>ower  to  make  a  scheme 
for  regulating  and  levelling  the  common 
and  so  forth,  but  not  to  deprive  any  per- 
son of  any  right  of  common  or  in  any  way 
whatever  to  restrict  or  hinder  the  exer- 
cise of  his  right  of  common  over  the  whole 
common  as  heretofore.  Therefore  it  is 
not  strictly  necessary  that  the  consent  of 
the  commoners,  represented  by  two- 
thirds,  should  be  required.  I  think  I  am 
right  in  saying  that  only  the  consent  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor  is  required  to  the 
making  of  a  ProWsional  Order  under  the 
Inclosuro  Acts,  although  a  Provisional 
Order  of  that  character  may  seriously  in- 
terfere with  the  rights  of  commoners. 
Therefore,  I  do  not  think  it  is  strictly 
necessary  to  the  limited  purposes  to  which 
this  Bill  will  be  restricted  if  Clause  8  is 
struck  out,  as  I  suppose  will  be  the  case, 
that  the  cotxsent  of  two-thirds  of  the  com- 
moners should  be  obtained  when  their 
rights  will  not  in  any  way  be  interfered 
with.  There  is  another  objection  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Amendment  is 
framed.  The  noble  Viscount's  Amend- 
ment requires  notice  of  dissent  from  per- 
sons rroresenting  at  least  one-third  in 
value  of  such  interests  in  the  common  as 
are  affected  by  the  scheme.  The  noble 
Viscount,  no  doubt,  is  aware  of  the  liti- 
gation which  has  taken  place,  and 
the  difficulties  which  have  been 
experienced  in  ascertaining  exactly 
who  are  the  commoners  who  have 
rights  of  common,  whether  exercised  or 
not.  That  difficulty  will  be  very  much 
enhanced  when  you  have  to  consider  the 
value  of  the  interests  which  persons  may 
have  in  the  common ;  and  he  would  be  a 
bold  man  indeed  who  would  venture  to 
^ace  a  value  upon  those  interests. 
Therefore  it  will  be  extremely  difficidt 
for  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in  many 
cases  to  ascertain  whether  the  persons 
who  dissent  represent  one-third  in  value 
of  the  interests  in  the  common,  and  it  will 
be  equally  embarrassing  for  the  district 
board.  I  would  venture  to  ask  the  noble 
Viscount  whether,  at  another  stage,  he 
could  not  consider  the  expediency  of 
leaving  out  division  (&)  of  his  Amendment. 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE:  I  am  glad 
that  the  noble  Lord  has  withdrawn  his 
Amendment,  and  that  there  is  now  a 


;  possibility  of  the  measure  being  regarded 
as  a  non-contentious  one.    I  should  be 
I  glad  if  the  noble  Viscount  could  give  the 
I  House  some  assurance  that  the  Bill  will 
be  pushed  on  in  the  other  House  and  be- 
come law  this  session. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  I  agree 
with  the  noble  Lord  who  has  just  spoken 
in  thinking  that  Lord  Burghclere  has 
done  well  in  not  contesting  the  Amend- 
ments of  the  Government,  and  in  taking 
a  step  which,  I  hope,  will  secure  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  during  the  present 
session.  The  Bill,  as  amended,  will  not 
secure  all  that  my  noble  friend  desired, 
but  it  will,  at  any  rate,  simplify  to  a  large 
extent  the  process  connected  with  the 
regulation  of  commons  and  village  greens. 
I  feel  a  little  regret  at  the  disappearance 
of  the  noble  Lord's  Amendment  to  this 
clause,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  remembered 
that  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
small  commons  and  large  commons.  This 
Bill  was  drafted  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding simpler  and  less  expensive 
machuiery  for  regulating  small  commons 
and  village  greens,  the  circumstances  of 
which  are  very  different  from  those  of 
the  large  commons,  some  of  which  are 
many  thousands  of  acres  in  extent. 
Although  I  am  sorry  that  the  Amend- 
ment luks  been  withdrawn,  at  the  same 
time  I  think  the  noble  Lord  exercised 
a  wise  discretion  in  not  pressing  it. 

♦Viscount  CROSS  :  It  is  true,  as  the 
noble  Marquess  has  stated,  that  there  is  a 
natural  (fifFerence  between  large  and 
small  commons,  but  the  principle  of 
maintaining  private  rights  is  the  same 
and  applies  to  both,  mth  regard  to  the 
observations  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lK>rd  (Lord  Davey),  I  may  say  that, 
although  I  listened  with  all  the  care  I 
could  to  the  very  ingenious  argument  he 
put  forward,  no  practical  difficulty  has 
been  experienced  in  finding  out  who  are 
the  commoners.  The  difficulty  has  been 
in  providing  the  funds  for  that  purpose. 
My  Amendment  will  do  away  with  a 
large  portion  of  the  expenses,  because  it 
will  be  much  easier  to  find  out  one-third 
of  the  persons  interested  than  two-thirds. 
In  reply  to  Lord  Ribblesdale,  I  should  be 
very  glad,  personally,  to  see  the  Bill 
passed  as  an  t^ed  Bill  this  session,  if 
poraible.  I  cannot  answer,  of  course,  for 
what  may  take  place  in  the  other  House, 
but  I  know  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  that  the  Bill 
should  pass  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Lord  SPENCER :  The  noble  Viscount 
apparently  did  not  thoroughly  grasp  the 
point  in  the  speech  of  my  noble  and 
learned  friend  (Lord  Davey)  behind  me. 
I  have  had  a  very  large  experience  with 
regard  to  commons,  and  I  endorse  what 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  has  said 
as  to  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the 
value  of  interests  which  persons  may  have 
in  a  common.  The  difficulty  in  regard  to 
the  commons  with  which  I  have  been  con- 
nected was,  first  of  all,  to  ascertain  who 
were  the  commoners  who  had  a  legal 
right  to  the  common,  and,  secondly,  the 
v^ue  of  their  right.  I  cannot  help 
thinMng  that  there  is  a  very  substantial 
and  real  objection  to  division  (p)  of  the 
noble  Viscount's  Amendment. 

Lord  THRING:  My  Lords,  I  have 
had  a  great  deid  to  do  with  legislation 
affecting  commons,  and,  although  I  am 
eorry  the  Amendment  was  not  insisted 
upon,  I  cannot  but  congratulate  your 
Lordships  upon  having  consented  to  what, 
I  believe,  will  be  a  very  useful  Bill. 
Under  this  Bill  it  will  be  brought  within 
the  power  of  every  county  to  regulate  its 
own  commons,  and  I  regard  the  Bill  as  a 
very  useful  one. 

On  Question,  "  That  these  words  be 
here  inserted,"  agreed  to. 

Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  .3,  agreed  ta 

Clause  4 : — 

♦Viscount  CROSS  ;  My  Lords,  I  move 
to  leave  out  Clause  4.  Under  this  clause 
a  parish  council  may  apply  to  the  district 
council  of  the  district  comprising  the 
parish  to  make  a  scheme  for  the  regula- 
tion and  management  of  any  common 
within  the  parish ;  and,  if  the  district 
council  refuses  or  n^leets  to  make  a 
scheme,  the  parish  council  may  apply  for 
that  purpose  to  the  county  council.  The 
county  council,  if  satisfied  that  the  cir- 
cumstances are  such  that  a  scheme  should 
Ije  made  for  the  regulation  and  manage- 
ment of  the  common,  may  pass  a  resolu- 
tion to  that  effect,  and  thereupon  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  district  council, 

Fiscotmt  Crass. 


so  far  as  regards  the  common,  are,  under 
this  clause,  transferred  to  the  county 
council,  and  the  management  of  the  com- 
mon vested  by  the  scheme  in  that  council. 
Under  this  oause  one  authority  would 
practically  be  set  up  against  the  othOT, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Gov^nment 
district  councils  may  well  be  trusted 
with  the  making  of  these  schemes. 


Amendment  moved — 
'In  voiced  to  leave  out  Clause  4.''- 


eount 


Vis- 


'    The  Earl  op  KIMBERLEY  :  The 

I  proposal  in  the  clause  is  entirely  in  ac- 
,  cordance  with  modern  practice,  and  the 
>  power  of  appeal  to  the  county  council  has 
I  been  found  extremely  useful ;  it  some- 
I  times  happens  that  the  district  council 
is  not  always  a  wise  body,  and  that 
i  the  county  council,  bein^  more  inde- 

r indent,  can  intervene  with  advantage, 
do  not  think  there  is  anything  at  all 
'  alarming  in  this  clause. 
1 

I  *VISC0UNT  CROSS  :  There  are  certain 
!  expenses  connected  with  these  schemes 
'  which,  if  the  district  council  has  to  liear 
'  them,  are  spread  over  the  immediate 
\  neighbourhood  of  the  common ;  but  if 
'  the  common  is  vested  in  the  county 
I  council  the  expenses  are  spread  over  the 
,  whole  county,  the  majority  of  the  in- 
habitants of  which  have  probably  never 
I  been  near  the  common  in  their  lives. 


Lord  DAVEY :  The  noble  Viscount 
has  not  seen  the  effect  of  Section  3  of 
Clause  4.  That  section  provides  that, 
where  a  resolution  has  been  passed  by  a 
county  council  under  this  section,  the 
provisions  of  Section  63  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1894,  shall  have  effect. 
If  the  noble  Viscomit  will  look  at 
Section  63  of  the  Local  Government  Act 
of  1894  he  will  see  that  it  is  there  pro- 
vided that,  where  the  county  council 
acts  in  default  of  the  district  council,  the 
county  council  has  the  right  to  charge 
the  cost  on  the  district  council.  I  take 
it  that  that  is  the  object  for  which 
Section  3  is  inserted. 

On  Question,  "That  Clause  4  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,"  resolved  in  the 
negative. 
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Clause  5  : —  Clause  10  :— 


•Viscount  CROSS  :  This  clause  pro- 
^des  that  a  rural  district  council  may 
delftgato  to  a  parish  council  any  powers 
conferred  on  tne  district  coundl  in  reW 
tiaa.  to  any  conunons  within  the  parish. 
I  think  the  power  so  delegated  ought  to 
be  confined  to  management  only. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  34,  after  *  powers '  to  insert 
*of  management* "—( Furounf  Crou.) 

Lord  DAVEY  :  The  noble  Viscount  is 
probably  aware  that  parish  councils 
-already  have  the  power  of  management 
in  regard  to  village  greens  expressly 
jriren  to  them  by  Action  8  of  the  Local 
■Government  Act  of  1894,  and  I  intend  to 
move  the  insertion  of  a  clanse,  at  a  later 
«tage,  to  provide  that  nothing  in  this  Bill 
shall  prejudice  that  power. 

On  Question,  "That  these  words  be 
here  inserted,"  agreed  to. 

Clauses  6  and  7  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  :— 

♦Viscount  CROSS  :  I  shall  probably 
<ijffer  from  my  noble  and  learned  friend 
•(Lord  Davey)  with  regard  to  this  clause, 
-which  provides  that  a  scheme  under  this 
Act  may,  with  the  previous  consent  in 
writing  of  the  persons  whose  consents 
are  required  to  a  Provisional  Order  under 
the  Inclosure  Acts,  1845  to  1882,  include 
provisions  for  "  adjustment  of  rights " 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Commons  Act, 
1876.  The  question  of  adjustment  of 
rights  is  such  a  delicate  and  difficult  one 
-that  I  think  it  can  be  better  dealt  with 
under  my  Act  of  1876  than  fey  the  Board 
•of  Agriculture  in  the  manner  proposed  ; 
therefore,  I  move  to  strike  out  Clause  8 
Altogether. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  S  to  leave  oat  Clause  8." — 
— {Yisamnt  Crou.) . 

Lord  DAVEY  :  I  aesumed  in  my  obaer- 
vations  that  this  clause  would  be  struck 
•out. 

On  Question,  "  That  Clause  8  stand 
|)artof  the  Bill,"  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Clause  9  amended  and  agreed  to. 


♦Viscount  CROSS  :  Clause  10  pro- 
I  vides  that  where  any  common  is  situated 
j  in  the  districts  of  two  or  more  district 
i  councils  the  countv  council  of  the 
county  within  whicn  the  common  is 
situated  shall,  in  relation  thereto,  have 
all  the  powers  conferred  upon  a  district 
council  in  relation  to  any  common  within 
their  district,  and  that  the  Act  shall 
apply  to  the  coiuity  council  as  if  that 
council  were  a  district  council,  and  the 
management  of  the  common  shall  be 
vested  in  the  county  council.  It  seems 
to  me,  and  to  the  Government,  that,  if 
the  common  is  situated  in  the  districts  of 
two  district  councils,  the  better  course 
would  be  that  those  two  district  councils 
should  work  by  a  committee,  as  provided 
in  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  and 
that  the  matter  should  not  be  referred  to 
the  county  council  at  all. 

On  Question,  "  That  Clause  10  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,"  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Clauses  11, 12,  and  13  agreed  to. 

Clause  14  : — 

♦Viscount  CROSS  :  As  we  have  done 
away  with  the  county  council,  the  words 
I  propose  to  omit  are  unnecessary,  and 
this  is,  therefore,  a  consequential  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  moved— 

"  In  page  4,  to  leave  oat  from  *  shall  *  in 
line  14  to  '  case '  in  line  \l."—{Visemnt  Cr<m.) 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  My 
noble  friend  said  he  had  "done  away 

with  the  county  council."  That  seems 
to  be  the  general  desire  in  this  matter, 
but  I  cannot  see  why  this  jealousy  of  the 
county  council  should  exist. 

On  Question,  "-That  these  words 
stand  part  of  the  clause,"  resolved  in  the 
negative. 

Clause  14,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Clause  16  agreed  to. 

CUuse  16:— 

♦Viscount  CROSS  :  My  Amendment 
to  this  clause,  though  it  strikes  out  the 
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words  "  London  County  Council,"  is  not 
in  any  way  an  attack  upon  that  body. 
The  following  clause — Clause  1 7 — pi"0- 
vides  that  a  scheme  under  the  Bill  shall 
not  apply  to  any  common  which  is  the 
subject  of  a  scheme  made  under  the 
Metropolitan  Commons  Acts,  1866  to 
1878,  which  the  Department  are  of  opinion 
work  most  satisfactorily,  and  which  they 
would  be  very  unwilling  to  see  amended 
in  this  Bill. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  pa<'e  4,  line  32,  after  '  Thia '  to  insert 
'  Part  of  this  ' ;  and  to  leave  ont  from  '  apply  ' 
in  line  32  to  tbe  end  of  the  clause,  and  insert 
'  to  the  council  of  a  county  borough  in  like 
manner  as  if  that  council  were  the  council  of 
an  urban  district.'"— (Fueoimf  Croat.) 

On  Question,  "  That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause,"  resolved  in  the  negative. 

On  Question,  "  That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted  stand  part  of  the 
clause,"  agreed  to. 

Clause  16,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  17  amended  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  18  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Lord  DAVEY  :  I  desire  to  move  the 
insertion  of  a  new  clause  providing  that 
nothing  in  this  Bill  shall  in  any  way  pre- 
judice the  right  of  management  of  recrea- 
tion grotmds  and  village  greens  vested  in 
parish  councils  by  Section  8,  Sub-section 
(1)  (d),  of  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1894. 

♦Viscount  CROSS :  I  have  not  had 
time  to  refer  to  the  clause,  and  would 
therefore  suggest  that  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  should  put  his  Amendment 
down  for  the  Standing  Comjnittee. 

Lord  DAVEY  :  Very  well.  I  will 
do  sa 

Clause  19 : 

*VisC0UNT  CROSS:  This  clause  was 
framed  some  years  ago  to  meet  a  special 
case.  It  has  since  bmn  found  possible  to 
do  without  it,  and  as  it  is  not  now  wanted 
I  move  its  deletion. 

VUcomi  Cross. 


Amendment  moved — 

"In  pages,  toleaveont  Clause  19."— ( Vi*a>ttnt 

Cross.) 

On  Question,  "That  Clause  19  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,"  resolved  in  tbe  negative- 
Clause  20  amended  and  agreed  to- 

Clauae  21 : 

Lord  TEYNHAM  :  I  beg  to  move  the 
insertion  of  a  new  sub-section  to  proWde 
that  all  the  powers  exercisable  by  the 
London  County  Council  and  other  local 
authorities  under  the  Open  Spaces  Acts 
of  1877  to  1890  may  also  be  exercisable 
by  the  county  council  of  any  administra- 
tive county.  The  only  county  councils 
which  at  present  possess  these  powers  are 
the  London  County  Council  and  the 
County  Council  of  Rliddlesex.  I  think  it 
will  be  admitted  that  the  London  County 
Council  has  made  good  use  of  its  powers. 
Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  the  gratitude 
of  Londoners  is  chiefly  due  to  the  council 
on  account  of  the  zeal  it  has  displayed  in 
acquiring  open  spaces  and  public  parks  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  London.  Middlesex 
obtained  these  powers  under  a  private- 
Act  last  year,  and,  although  so  short  a 
time  has  elapsed,  it  has  already  spent 
£20,000  in  the  acquisition  of  open  spaces,, 
and  is  now  prepared  to  spend  a  further 
sum  of  upwards  of  £20,000.  Every 
county  council,  of  course,  will  not  have 
the  same  opportunities  as  those  of  London 
and  Middlesex,  but  the  Coimty  Council* 
of  Kent,  Surrey,  Hertfordshire,  Essex^ 
and  the  county  councils  of  counties  in 
which  there  are  large  manufacturing 
towns  will  be  able  to  make  good  use  m 
these  powers.  I  see  that  the  noble 
Viscount  has  an  Amendment  to  strike  out 
Clause  21. 

♦Viscount  CROSS :  I  have  withdrawn 
my  Amendment  to  strike  out  the  clause. 

Lord  TEYNHAM  :  Then  I  hope  the 
noble  Viscount  will  accept  my  addition. 

Amendment  moved — 

"After  Sab-nection  (3)  to  insert  new  sub- 
section :  '  All  tbe  powers  exercisable  by  the 
London  County  Council  and  other  local 
authorities  under  the  Open  Spaces  Act«,  1B77 
to  1890,  may  tilso  be  exercisable  by  the  eouoty 
council  of  any  administrative  county,  and  any 
expenses  incurred  by  a  county  council  Dadra* 
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the  said  Acto  stiall  be  defrayed  as  expenses 
incarred  under  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1888.'  "—{Lord  JVynAam.) 

*ViscoTTNT  CROSS :  I  have  no  objection 
to  offer  to  this  Amendment,  if  it  ia  agree- 
able to  the  House. 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  :  I  have  ex- 
amined the  Amendment,  which  I  regard 
as  an  excellent  one,  and  one  which  will 
greatly  improve  the  Bill. 

On  Question  "That  this  sub-section  be 
here  inserted,"  agrmd  ta 

Clause  21,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

RemainiDg  clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  recommitted  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, and  to  be  printed  as  amended 
[No.  161.] 

MARRIAGES  VALIDITY  (No.  2)  BILL 
[H.L.] 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

*L0RD  MACNAGHTEN :  My  Lords, 
at  the  instance  of  several  persons  of  great 
eminence  in  Ireland,  including  four  very 
distinguished  judges,  chancellors  of  seven 
dioceses,  and  inciuding  also  His  Grace  the 
Archbishop  of  Armagh,  Primate  of  all 
Ireland,  and,  I  believe,  with  the  full  approval 
of  the  Irish  Lord  Chancellor,  I  venture  to 
submit  this  Bill  to  your  Lordships.  I  am 
not  quite  sure  that  I  am  in  a  position  to 
do  complete  justice  to  the  difficulty  which 
has  led  to  the  introduction  of  this  measure, 
because  I  am  not  an  ecclesiastical  lawyer, 
but  I  will  explain  to  your  Lordships  in  a 
sentence  iv  hat  the  difficulty  is.  When  two 
persons  marry,  one  of  whom  resides  in 
Ireland  and  the  other  in  England,  and 
they  are  married  by  banns,  and  the  banns 
are  published  in  the  two  countries  to  which 
they  respectively  belong,  it  has  been  sug- 
gested tbat  the  marriage  is  or  may  be  in- 
valid. That  is  a  very  startling  suggestion. 
I  am  not  altogether  certain  that  I  appre- 
ciate the  point  myself.  I  am  informed, 
however,  that  it  is  quite  visible  to  the  eye 
of  an  ecclesiastical  lawyer.  But  herein  is 
a  diver^nce  of  opinion.  Ecclesiastical 
lawyers  in  Ireland  say  there  is  nothing 
in  the  point.  Ecclesiastical  lawyers  in 
England  of  considerable  eminence  think 
that  the  point  is  a  serious  one,  and  that 
it  is  quite  possible  that  a  marriage  of  the  j 
sort  to  which  I  have  referred  might  l>e  j 


declared  invalid.  I  do  not  think  I  need* 
pursue  t  he  subject  further,  because  I  am' 
sure  your  Loraships  will  i^ree  with  me- 
that  on  such  a  point  doubts  ought  not- 
to  be  permitted  to  exist.  When  parties 
marry  in  good  faith,  believing  that  they 
are  complying  with  the  law  in  every  parti- 
cular, it  is  intolerable  that  there  should 
be  any  unnecessary  doubt  as  to  the  validity 
of  the  marriage.  I  am  happy  to  say  there' 
is  an  exact  precedent  for  this  Bill.  The 
same  doubt  occurred  in  the  case  of 
marriages  solemnized  under  similar 
circumstances,  where  one  of  the  parties 
to  the  marriage  resided  in  Scotland  and. 
the  other  in  England.  An  Act  was  passed 
in  1886  to  remove  any  doubt  in  such  a 
case — it  is  the  49  Victoria,  Cap.  3.  I 
need  not  trouble  your  Lordships  with 
reading  tbat  Statute,  because  it  is,  mutatis 
mutandis,  absolutely  the  same  as  the  Bill 
which  I  now  beg  to  move  be  read  a  second, 
time. 

Moved,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  read  2«."— 
{Lord  Macnaghten.) 

♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury)  :  I  confess  that  I  do- 
not  share  the  doubt  which  has  been  raised' 
as  to  the  validity  of  marriages  such  as- 
those  to  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
referred,  but  as  some  objection  may  be- 
rated I  think  the  noble  Lord  has  don& 
wisely  in  bringing  forward  this  Bill,  to 
which  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  gi^  e  a 
Second  Reading. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2'*  (according  to  order) ;  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

YOUTHFUL  OFFENDERS  BILL  [H.L.] 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order) ;  a  further  Amendment  made  ^ 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3**  To-morrow. 


QUESTIONS. 


GOVERNMENT   VALUERS   AND  THK 
ESTATE  DUTY. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  ok  COMMIT- 
TEES (The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  In  the 
absence  of  my  noble  friend  the  Earl  of 
Bradford  I  beg  to  ask  Her  Majesty's. 
Government  a  question,  of  which  my 
noble  friend  has  given  pri\ate  notice — 
namely,  whether,  in  the  event  of  the 
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<k)mmi88ioner8    of    Inland     Kerenue  i 
■sending   a   valuer   of   their    own   to  | 
value  property  for  estate  duty  purposes,  ( 
they  are  entitled  to  withhold  from  the 
person  from  whom  duty  is  claimed  infor- 
mation with  respect  to  the  figures  of  such 
valuation ;  and,  if  so,  whether  .it  is  fair 
■and  equitable  that  the  Commissioners 
ahould  do  so. 

*The  lord  privy  SKAL  (Viscount 
-Cross)  :  The  C!ommissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue  act,  for  the  purposes  of  fixing 
the  estate  duty  of  a  property,  under  the 
7th  Section  of  the  Finance  Act  of  1894. 
That  section  provides  that  the  capital 
value  of  the  property  shall  be  what,  in 
their  opinion,  it  will  fetch  in  the  open 
market.  There  are  provisions  for  ena- 
blinff  them  to  employ  valuers,  if  they 
thin^  necessary,  to  enable  them  to  form 
that  opinion.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
section  which  compels  them  to  accept 
that  valuation,  and  they  are  in  no  way 
bound  to  inform  the  persons  of  whom  the 
duty  is  claimed  of  the  figures  of  suck 
valuation.  It  is,  in  fact,  in  the  nature  of 
advice  upon  which  they  may  arrive  at 
whatever  decision  they  think  just. 
Therefore  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer says  he  can  see  no  equitable 
reason  against  their  declining  to  give  that 
information. 

*The  Earl  of  MORLEY;  I  think 
the  answer  is  very  unsatisfactory.  As 
I  understand,  the  successor  to  property 
has  to  send  in  his  valuation.  This  applies 
.specially  to  works  of  art  and  matters  of 
that  kind.  If  the  Commissioners  of 
Inland  Revenue  are  not  satisfied  with 
that  valuation,  they  send  down  their  own 
valuer.  If  that  valuer  values  at  a  lower 
price  than  the  successor's  own  valuer, 
auiely  the  successor  ought  to  have 
the  benefit.  If  the  valuation  made 
by  the  valuer  appointed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  is 
higher  tlum  the  valuation  of  the  suc- 
cessor, the  latter  is  compelled  to  pay  a 
higher  succession  duty.  The  attitude  of 
the  Inland  Revenue  in  this  matter  is  very 
much  like  the  old  game  of  heads  I  win, 
tails  you  lose. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  If  I 
understand  the  matter  rightly,  this  seems 
to  me  most  iniquitously  unfair.  Having 
been  responsible,  with  others,  for  the 
Finance  Act  under  which  all  this  is  done, 


I  am  not  at  all  /disposed  to  press  the 
Government  to  fritter  away  the  proviuons 
of  that  Act,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  do 
not  think  it  is  reasonable  that  the  Trea- 
sury should  have  a  standard  of  right  and 
wrong  which  is  not  the  standard  of  a  naan 
in  ordinary  transactions.  The  point  raised 
is  not  an  infringement  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill,  neither  would  it  weaken  ttiXMe 
provisions,  and  I  therefore  hope  that  it 
will  receive  more  consideration. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SECRE- 
TARY OF  STATE-  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  : 
I  differ  from  the  noble  Earl,  inasmuch  as 
I  am  not  responsible  for  the  Act  in  any 
way ;  but  I  think  the  noble  Earl  is  a  little 
harsh  upon  the  Inland  Revenue,  and  for 
this  reason.  If  it  were  true,  as  he  says, 
that  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue 
were  following  a  course  which  no  ordinary 
gentleman  would  follow  in  his  private 
affairs,  I  think  it  is  probable  that  they 
would  come  within  the  reach  of  the  courts 
of  law.  If  they  did  come  within  the 
reach  of  the  courts  of  law  I  imagine 
that  some  patriotic  citizen  would  bring 
the  point  practically  to  the  test.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  a  fact  or  not,  but 
it  is  certainly  very  desirable  that  the 
Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  should 
not  be,  in  the  view  of  the  country,  ex- 
sed  to  the  censure  which  the  noble  Earl 
as  passed  upon  theib. 


poi 
na 


THE    MILITIA    AND  FOREIGN 
SERVICE. 

Lord  BRAVE :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  in  re- 
ference to  an  Army  Order  dated  8th  May, 
1899,  which  sets  forth,  among  other 
things,  that  in  case  76  per  cent,  of  a 
Militia  battalion  elects  to  serve  abroad, 
the  whole  battalion  will  be  considered 
liable  to  so  ser\  e ;  whether  the  remaining 
quarter  of  the  battalion,  in  case  it  does 
not  so  consent,  is  liable  nevertheless.  I 
also  desire  to  ask  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  how  many 
Militia  battalions  have  up  to  the  present 
time  consented  to  ser^-e  abroad,  and 
whether  they  consented  unanimously,  or 
with  a  minority  of  25  per  cent,  refusing 
to  so  serve.  The  Army  Order  to  which 
I  refer  has  given  rise  to  great  perplexity 
amoiig  those  interested  in  Milttia  matters, 
and  any  elucidation  which  the  noble 
Mutjuess  can  find  it  convenient  to  give 
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will,  I  am  sure,  be  hailed  with  great  satis- 
faction. 

*The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne); 
My  Lords,  I  think  the  Army  Order  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  refers  is  that  of 
the  10th  of  May.  He  has  not  quoted  it 
quite  accurately.  What  it  says  is  that  a 
Alilitia  unit  may  be  registered  as  avail- 
a.ble  for  special  service  if  not  less  than 
75  per  cent,  of  the  officers  and  men  com- 
posing it  offer  to  accept  the  liability. 
But  there  is  no  intention  of  enforcing  the 
liability  against  any  men,  whether  they 
amount  to  25  per  cent,  or  a  lesser  per- 
centage, who  do  not  voluntarily  oflFer  to 
accept  it.  This  point  was  explained  in 
the  House  of  Commons  by  the  represen- 
tative of  the  War  Office.  It  has  not  yet 
been  found  possible  to  register  any 
Militia  battfUion  as  available  for  special 
service,  the  number  of  men  volunteering 
having  in  no  case  come  up  to  the  500 
required  1^  the  Army  Order.  But, 
although  no  battalions  have  been  regis- 
tered as  such,  3,213  infantry  militiamen 
have  engaged  as  indi\'idual3  for  special 
service  with  their  line  battalions,  and 
would  be  available  if  those  battalions 
were  to  be  detailed  for  service.  Of  the 
Militia  artillery  eight  corps  have  been 
registered,  75  per  cent,  of  the  men  having 
volunteered  in  each  case,  and  250  men  in 
each  corps  having  been  found  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  laid  down.  These 
<;orps  belong  respectively  to  Slig(^  Wick- 
tow,  Lancashire,  Durham,  Limerick  City, 
Antrim,  Yorkshire,  and  Edinburgh.  Be- 
sides these,  490  Militia  artillerymen 
have  accepted  the  special  service  system 
liability  as  individuals,  making  in  all 
3,703  men  of  this  arm.  In  our  opinion 
the  above  facts  are  not  sufficient  to  justify 
a  conclusion  as  to  the  success  of  the 
experiment.  The  Army  order  was  not 
issued  till  May  10th,  when  some  corps 
had  begun  their  training  and  others 
were  assembling.  These  corps  had,  con- 
sequently, insufficient  notice  of  the 
liability  to  seven  days'  extra  training 
which  is  required  of  all  men  accepted 
for  special  ser\'ice.  In  the  circumstances 
it  is  not  unsatisfactory  that  we  should 
have  made  even  a  comparatively  small 
beginning,  and  we  hope  that  the  numbers 
will  be  largely  increased  when  the  con- 
ditions offered  are  more  generally  under- 
stood. 

Lk)RD  BRAYE :  The  point  I  desire  to 


have  elucidated  is  whether,  if  75  per 
cent,  of  the  Militia  battalion  elect  to 
serve  abroad,  the  remaining  25  per  cent, 
would  be  at  liberty  to  retire  from  the 
battalion,  or  must  they  go  abroad  with 
the  others. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LAXSDOWNE: 
I  hope  I  have  made  it  quite  evident  that 
there  will  be  no  compulsion  on  the  25  per 
cent,  of  the  battalion  to  serve  with  their 
comrades  who  have  accepted  special 
service  liability.  The  manner  in  which 
the^  mi^ht  be  disposed  of  is  a  question 
which  will  have  to  be  considered  when 
the  occasion  arises ;  but  I  would  suggest 
that  one  way  of  doing  it  would  be,  in  the 
case  where  there  are  two  Militia  bat- 
talions, to  transfer  the  25  per  cent, 
temporarily  to  the  other  battalion. 

Lord  BRAYE :  I  understand  that, 
although  the  word  "  unanimous  "  is  not 
used  in  the  Army  Order,  a  Militia  bat- 
talion must  consent  unanimously  to  serve 
abroad  before  it  can  be  sent ;  that  is  to 
say,  if  one  single  man  in  a  battalion 
refuses  so  to  serve,  the  whole  battalion 
would  be  counted  as  having  voted  against 
serving  abroad.  What  I  want  to  know 
is  whether  the  75  per  cent,  mentioned  in 
the  Order  is  to  l>e  considered  as  equivalent 
to  a  unanimous  consent. 

•The  Marquess  of  LAXSDOWNE :  If 
the  noble  Lord  will  allow  me  to  show 
him  afterwutis  the  Act  of  Parliament 
upon  which  these  arrangements  depend, 
as  well  as  the  Army  Order  which  carries 
out  the  Act  of  Parliament,  I  think  I  shall 
be  able  to  explain  to  him  what  I  admit 
is  an  intricate  matter,  and  one  which  I 
think  at  the  present  moment  he  does  not 
quite  understand. 

MEETINGS  OF  CONVOCATION. 

Lord  KINNAIRD  :  My  Lords,  I  beg 
to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government  whether 
a  joint  assembly  of  members  of  the  two 
Convocations  is  not  in  fact  a  meeting 
of  the  Convocations,  and  therefore  illegfd 
without  a  licence  from  the  Crown.  I 
understand  that  those  who  summoned  the 
special  meeting  of  the  Convocations  re- 
ferred to  anticipated  that  there  would  be 
some  difficulty,  because  the  public  Press 
had  referred  to  the  assembly  as  an  irregu- 
lar meeting,  lliey  thought,  however, 
that  by  not  meeting  as  Convocation,  but 
as  individuals,  they  could  evade  the 
custom  or  the  law  by  which  it  is  neces- 
sary to  obtain  a  licence  from  the  Qrown 
before  they  met.    It  may  )>e  that  thft 
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afliair  is  not  of  much  importance  in  itself, 
but,  in  view  of  recent  events  in  the 
Church,  it  is  desirable  to  look  rather 
closely  into  these  matters.  Questions  of 
conEuderable  importance  may  have  been 
discussed  at  the  meeting,  but  as  it  was 
held  in  private,  the  public  do  not  know 
what  went  on  there.  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  Government  consider  that 
the  proceedings  were  irregular. 

*The  lord  chancellor  :  I  hope 
the  noble  Lord  will  forgive  me  for  saying 
that  his  question  is  not  whether  these 
proceedings  were  or  were  not  irregular. 
The  question  is,  whether  the  proceedings 
were  illegal.  The  noble  Lord  is  quite 
right  in  suggesting  that  it  is  a  question  of 
fact,  and  certainly  no  Member  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  could  give  an 
answer  to  the  question  without  knowing 
more  about  the  facts  than  the  noble 
Lord  has  disclosed.  I  know  nothing 
more  about  the  proceedings  than  what 
the  noble  Loi-d  has  just  mentioned,  and 
these  facts  do  not  appear  in  the  question 
on  the  Paper.  The  fact  that  some  gen- 
tlemen met  together  in  private  and  dis- 
cussed questions  of  interest,  although  they 
had  reference  to  important  matters  which  | 
had  lately  been  discussed  elsewhere,  does  j 
not  necessarily  in  point  of  law  make  that ! 
a  meeting  of  the  Convocations ;  and  i 
whether  that  constituted  such  a  meeting 
I,  as  an  individual  Member  of  Her  i 
Majesty's  Government,  am  not  prepared 
to  affirm.  I  should  hesitate  to  answer 
such  a  question  until  I  knew  absolutely 
what  was  done  ;  in  what  character  these 
gentlemen  came  together,  and  whether  or 
not  they  were  invested  with  any  parti- 
cular mission  from  anyliody  else,  or  pur- 
ported to  act  themselves  in  any  official 
character.  I  should  hesitate  to  express 
any  opinion  upon  a  subject  which  might 
become  a  matter  of  debate  in  a  court  of 
law ;  but  if  the  noble  hoid  were  to  ask 
me,  even  as  an  abstract  point  of  law, 
whether  a  sitting  of  convocation  without 
Her  Majesty's  licence  was  illegal,  I  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  answering  him  ;  but 
he  would  not  require  my  assistance  as  to 
the  answer  to  that  question.  In  these 
circumstances  I  can  only  say,  on  behalf  of 
Her  Majesty's  Go\'ernment,  that  the  facts 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  brought  for- 
ward are  insufficient  to  enable  them  to 
form  a  judgment. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  I  am  a 
little  astonished  at  the  profound  ignorance 


of  the  noble  and  learned  I^rd  on  the 
Woolsack  as  to  what  has  taken  place, 
because  I  thought  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  in  common  with  most  erf  us,  read 
the  newspaper  reports  of  what  took  place 
at  meetings  of  Convocation.  I  should 
have  thought  that  he  would  have  known 
that  after  the  regular  meeting  of  Con- 
vocation there  was,  according  to  the 
intelligence  which  has  reached  the  public, 
a  meeting  of  the  two  Convocations  to- 
gether. It  is  said  that  that  was  only  a 
meeting  of  the  members  of  the  two 
Convocations.  I  do  not  wish  to  impute 
to  those  gentlemen  any  desire  to  evade 
the  law,  but  to  the  ordinary  mind  it  looks 
micommonly  like  it.  I  do  not  pretend 
that  anything  very  serious  would 
arise  from  the  meeting,  and  I 
certainly  should  not  have  said  a  word 
about  the  subject  except  for  the  fact  that 
I  could  not  help  thinking,  when  I  read 
the  account  which  appeai-ed  in  many  news- 
papers, that  this  was  part  and  parcel  of 
what  is  going  on  in  the  Church,  and  of  an 
ardent  desire  on  the  part  of  a  good  many 
people  connected  with  the  Church  of 
England  to  pass  by,  if  they  can,  the  ci^-il 
power.  It  is  only  from  that  point  of  view 
that  I  attach  any  importance  to  this  ques- 
tion. I  have  not  the  least  objection  to 
the  two  Convocations  meetine  together, 
but  I  do  feel  jealous  of  anything  being 
done  by  a  side  wind,  especially  at  the 
present  moment,  which  is  not  authorised 
by  the  law  of  the  land.  Therefore  I  have 
a  certain  amount  of  sympathy  with  the 
question  which  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Kinnaird)  has  asked.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  has  asked 
that  a  case  should  be  drawn  up.  I  do  not 
feel  competent  to  do  that,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  necessary  that  a  case  should  be 
laid  before  the  Government.  It  is  the 
business  of  the  Government  to  watch 
everything  of  this  kind,  and  to  see  that 
nothing  is  done  which  in  any  way  passes 
by  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY : 
My  Lords,  X  am  loth  to  confess  that  I  do 
not  study  ecclesiastical  literature  with 
the  devotion  of  the  noble  Earl,  and  I  waa 
utterly  ignorant  that  this  awful  thing  bad 
taken  place.  I  thought  the  Convocation 
of  York  met  at  York,  and  the  Convoca- 
tion of  Canterbury  at  Canterbury',  and 
how  both  could  possibly  meet  together 
immediately  afterwards  I  fail  to  imagine. 
It  is  a  very  terrible  thing  which  the  imble 
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Lord  has  discovered,  but  I  think,  when 
he  has  discovered  a  gunpowder  plot  of 
this  kind,  he  ought  to  go  further  into  it, 
■and  supply  us  with  more  detail.  It  is 
impossible  for  this  Assembly  to  recover 
from  the  shock  it  has  sustained  unless  we 
know  the  precise  nature  of  the  con- 
-spiracy  f^inst  our  civil  law  to  which 
the  nobb  Lord  has  alluded  in  his 
<lue8tion.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
noble  Earl  for  his  comfort,  if  this  thing 
disturbs  his  sleep,  that  this  confusion  has 
.arisen  from  hia  not  sufficiently  dwelling 
upon  the  word  "meetings,"  and  the  diffe- 
rent meanings  of  it.  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  it  is  illegal  for  the  members  of 
Convocation  to  meet  if  they  come  across 
each  other  in  a  room,  but,  if  they  meet 
for  the  puipose  of  exercising  any  of  the 
powers  which  belong  to  Convocation,  I 
suppose  they  would  be  assuming  powers 
which  they  did  not  possess,  and  would  be 
Acting,  if  not  illegally,  in  a  highly  un- 
■constitutional  manner.  I  doubt  exceed- 
ingly whether  the  members  of  Convocation 
not  put  more  value  on  their  own  time 
than  to  go  through  a  process  which  would 
be  entirely  destitute  of  rMult.  Quarter 
sessions  cannot  meet  without  a  licence 
from  the  Crown  ;  but  if  the  magistrates 
meet  together  in  the  county  town  no 
one  would  ever  dream  of  calling 
it  un-conatitutionaL  The  doctrine  laid 
down  by  the  noble  Eari  is  that  all  English- 
men are  at  liberty  to  meet  where  they 
please  unless  they  happen  to  be  invested 
with  some  ecclesiastical  authority.  That 
is  a  limitation  of  our  rights  which  the 
noble  Earl  will  have  to  explain  more 
clearly.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  I  am  afraid 
the  noble  Lord  has  discovered  a  mare's 
nest,  which  I  suppose  is  something  like  a 
bishop's  nest. 
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House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 
Six  of  the  clock,  till  To-morrow, 
half -past  Ten  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
M&aday,  10th  July  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

INVERNESS  HARBOUR  BILL  [Lords]. 
Lords  Amendment  to  Commons  Amend* 
mentB  considered,  and  agreed  ta 


NOTTINGHAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 

TAFF  VALE  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  ta 

TRANSVAAL  MORTGAGE  LOAN  AND 
FINANCE  COMPANY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

FUUNESS  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lordfl]. 
As  amended,  considered ;  an  Amend- 
ment made ;  Bill  to  be  r«td  the  third 
time. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (GAS  AND 
WATER)  BILL  [LorasJ. 

As  amended,  considered;  Amend- 
ments made;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third 
time. 

<;las(;ow  corporation  (tram- 
ways. Etc.)  bill  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  Ameml- 
ments  made;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third 

time. 

(JREAT  YARMOUTH  CORPORATION 
BILL  [Lords}. 

KIRKCALDY  CORPOR.\TION  AND 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  [Lords]. 

LOWESTOFT  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

TOTLAND  WATER  BILL  [Lordii]. 

As  amenrled,  considered ;  Amendments 
made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

FYLDE  WATER  BOARD  BILL  [Lords]. 
To  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow. 

HASTINGS  HARBOUR  BILL  [Loitls]. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  CORPORATION 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL  [Lords].  (By  Order.) 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  20.)  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LONDON)  BILL  [LordB}. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [LordB]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  conunitted. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  M). 
Mr.  Laurence  Hardy  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Group  M  of  Private 
Bills,  That  the  parties  promoting  the 
Clyde  Navigation  Bill  [Loixia]  had  stated 
that  the  evidence  of  John  T.  Costigane 
was  essential  to  their  case  ;  and,  it  ha\-ing 
been  proved  that  his  attendance  could  not 
be  procured  without  the  inter\'ention  of 
the  House,  he  had  been  instructed  to 
move  that  the  said  John  T.  Costigane  do 
attend  the  said  Committee  To-morrow,  at 
half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Ordered,  That  John  T.  Costigane  do 
attend  the  Committee  on  Group  M  of 
Private  Bills  To-morrow,  at  half-past 
Eleven  of  the  clock. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  K). 
Colonel  GuNTER  reported  from  the  I 
Committee  on  Group  K  of  Private  Bills  ;  j 
That,  to  meet  the  convenience  of  parties, 
they  had  adjourned  till  Monday,  the 
17th  of  July. 

Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BEXHILL  AND  ST.  LEONARDS  TRAM- 
ROADS  BILL  [LordB]. 

Reported  [preamble  not  proved] ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 


PETITIONS. 


GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Petitions  in  favour  from  Mitcham, 
Castleton,  and  Lombardia,n  Building 
Society  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1845. 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law  from 
Stewarton  and  Monifieth  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dr. 


NATIONAL  PORTRAIT  GALLERY 
(CORRESPONDENCE). 

12eturn  presented  relative  thereto 
[ordered  3ra  July ;  Mr.  LecCy]^;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


SUPERANNUATION  ACT.  1884. 

Copy  presented  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  3rd  July,  1899,  declaring  that 
Henry  Gwilliam,  Artificer,  Royal  Small 
Arms  Factory,  War  Office,  was  appointed 
without  a  Civil  Service  Certificate  through 
inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  Head  of 
his  Department  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


SHOP  HOURS  ACT  (INSPECTORS). 

Return  presented  relative  thereto  [Ad- 
dress 1 3th  March  ;  Mr.  Provand]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  272.] 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1889. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  (CUSTOMS  AND  EX- 
CISE) ACT,  1890. 

EDUCATION  AND  LOCAL  TAXATION 
ACCOUNT  (SCOTLAND)  ACT.  1892. 

AGRICULTURAL  RATES,  CONGESTEI> 
DISTRICTS  AND  BURGH  LAND  TAX 
RELIEF  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1896. 

LOCAL  TAXATION   ACCOUNT  (SCOT- 
LAND) ACT,  1898. 

Copy  presented  of  Return  showing  the 
total  payments  into  and  out  of  the  Local 
Taxation  (Scotland)  Account,  for  the 
Financial  Year  1898-9  [by  Command]  ;  to- 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (JUDICIAL 
RENTS). 

Copy  presented  of  Return  for  the 
month  of  DeoBnber,  1898  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Noe. 
2312  to  2314  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 

FORTHCOMING  NAVAL 
MANtEUVRES. 

Sir  EDWARD  GOURLEY  (Sunder- 
land) :  I  be^  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  if  -he  will  be  good  enough  to 
state  what  arrangements  are  intended  to 
be  made  for ,  toe  mobilisation  of  the 
'Channel  and  Coastguaijd  Squadron  for  the 
summer  manoeuvres ;  .are  they  to  be 
Bimilar  to  those  of  1897  or  those  of  last 
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year,  which  were  of  a  limited  character 
owing  to  the  coal  dispute  in  Wales ;  will 
he  state  the  number  and  type  of  ships 
that  are  to  be  mobilised,  and  whether  the 
tactics  will  be  those  of  attack  or  those  of 
defence  of  the  English  Channel  and  other 
approaches  to  naval,  military,  and  com- 
mercial harbours ;  and  will  he  also  state 
the  number  of  men  of  the  Coastguard  and 
first  and  second  class  Naval  Reserves  who 
are  to  be  embarked,  and  for  what  period. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  GJoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  information 
desired  by  the  hon.  Member  will  be 
promulgated  shortly,  but  I  may  say  that 
the  manoeuvres  wilt  be  strategical.  The 
number  of  Coastguard  to  be  embarked 
will  be  1,500,  for  about  one  month. 
About  400  Royal  Naval  Reserve  men, 
who  are  serving  for  six  months,  will  also 
be  borne  in  the  ships  during  the 
manoeuvres. 

In  answer  to  a  further  question  by  Sir 
Edward  Gourley  which  was  inaudible 
in  the  gallery, 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said:  The  composition 
of  the  squadron  will  be  about  the  same  as 
before. 

SCOTTISH   FISHERIES— H.M.S. 
"  JACKAL." 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty whether  he  is  aware  that  out  of  the 
119  days  between  Ist  January  and  the 
29th  April  H.M.S.  "  Jack^''^  which  is 
employed  on  sea  police  duty  for  the  Scot- 
tish Fishery  Board,  was  actuaUy  at  sea 
for  only  77  days,  and  seeing  that  this 
shows  that  in  the  short  space  of  four 
months  the  vessel  was  in  port  for  no  less 
than  42  days,  can  any  arrangements  be 
made  under  which  the  work  for  which  the 
Teasel  is  detailed  is  more  zealously  per- 
formed. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  I  do  not  think  that 
the  "  Jackal "  has  been  actually  at  sea  for 
aa  long  as  77  days,  but  no  complaints 
hare  been  received  at  the  Admiralty  from 
the  Fish^  Boutl  for  Scotland  as  to  her 
work  not  beii^  zealously  performed 

Mr.  weir  :  Has  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man read  the  answer  given  on  this  matter 
by  the  Lord  Advocate  the  other  day  1 

MluGOSCHEtfi  Yes,  Sir. 


Mr.  weir  :  I  shall  put  another  ques- 
tion on  this. 

EXPANDING  BULLETS. 
Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
OflSce  whether  the  bullet  known  as  the. 
Mark  IV.  missile  is  manufactured  at 
Woolwich  at  the  present    time,  and 
whether  over  two  milUon  rounds  of  thisv 
kind  of  ammunition  are  held  in  reserve 
stock ;  whether  this  missile  is  now  beii^ 
served  out  to  the  British  soldiers  in  South 
Africa ;    and  whether  this   bullet  is- 
expressly  constructed  so  as  to  expand  on 
impact,  and  on  that  account  possesses  the 
quality  of  the  Dum-Dum  bullet,  which, 
according  to  report,  has  been  condemned . 
at  the  Peace  Conference  at  the  Hague. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRET ARYofSTATE: 
FOR  WAR   (Mr.   Wyndham,  Dover) : 
Cartridges  with  Mark  IV.  bullet  are  being 
manufactured  at  Woolwich  ;  and  a  supply 
of  this  ammunition  has  been  sent  to^ 
South  Africa. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield,. 
Central) :  Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Shame  ! 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
must  be  aware  that  the  word  "shame," as 
used  by  him,  is  not  a  proper  word  in  thia 
House. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  apologise,  Mr.  Speaker^ 
for  using  the  word. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
Someone  cried  "Hear,  hear."  Perhaps, 
that  ought  not  to  have  been  said. 

*Ma  WYNDHAM  (resuming):  I  am 
not  prepared  to  state  the  quantity  of  this 
ammunition  at  present  in  stock.  The 
bullet  is  constructed  to  expand  on  impact. 
Pending  the  receipt  of  a  final  report  from 
our  representatives  at  the  Conference  I 
must  decline  to  discuss  the  bearing  of  any 
conclusion  at  which  the  Conference  have- 
arrived. 

Mr.  DILLON :  May  I  ask  whether  any 
medic^  experiments  have  been  made- 
through  the  War  Office  with  reference  to- 
the  effect  of  this  bullet  before  it  was:, 
adopted  by  the  authorities  1 
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♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  A  great  many  ex- 
periments have  been  made,  and  some  are 

-«ven  now  being  carried  on ;  but  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  cnscuss  this  question  by  way 

■of  question  and  answer  without  importing 
argument  into  my  reply.  I  avoided  that 
because  I  am  aware  that  the  hon.  Member 
is  precluded  from  using  argument. 

ilK.  DILLON  :  Will  the  hon.  Member 
include  the  result  of  the  medical  experi- 
.ments  in  regard  to  this  bullet  in  the 
papers  dealing  with  the  original  Dum-Dum 
bullet  promised  by  the  Secretary  for  India 
to  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  in 
;the  course  of  the  next  few  days  % 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  must  ask  for 
.notice  of  that  question. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  Were  some 
'of  the  Dum-Dums  made  in  Sheffield  ? 

UPKEEP  OF  SCOTTISH  C  ASTLES. 
Mr.  PIBIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
:ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  can  state  the  aven^  annual 
sum  spent  in  the  maintenance  and  upkeep 
-of  the  Castles  of  Edinburgh,  Stirling,  and 
Blackness,  during  the  ten  years  1889-98, 
-excluding  sums  spent  on  new  barrack 
4Uicommoaation  in  these  places. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  annual  average 
•charge  during  the  last  sixteen  years  for 
the  maintenance  and  upkeep  of  the  castles 
named  in  the  question,  excluding  new 

.services,  has  been  £1,537. 

CHELSEA  BARRACKS  SCHOOL  OF 

instruction. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  PRYCEJONES 
i(Montgomery  Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  ot  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  at  the  School  of 
Instruction  at  Chelsea  Barracks  the 
■accommodation  afforded  to  officers 
Attending  the  school  for  changing  their 
dress  is  far  from  satasf actory ;  and  that 
.  the  lavatory  arrangements  in  connection 
with  the  same  school  are  unsatisfactory ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  trifling  outlay 
-would  effect  these  improvements,  and 
■would  be  much  appreciated  by  officers 
Attending  the  classes;  and  whether  he 
-will  make  inquiries  in  reference  to  these 
matters,  and,  if  afterwards  found  advis- 
able, will  the  necessary  steps  to 
'Carry  out  the  8u^;ested  improvements. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  No  complaint  as  to 
-<he  accommodation  at  Chelsea  Barracks 


has  been  received  from  the  officers  con- 
cerned. Any  representation  on  the  sub- 
ject should  be  made  through  the  Grenera! 
commanding  the  Home  District. 

NATIVE   INDIAN    TROOPS  SERVING 
OUT  OF  INDIA. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Abenieenshire,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  will  state  what  Indian  troops 
are  now  serving  outside  the  limits  of 
India,  and  in  what  places  ]  and  whether 
the  expenses  of  any  of  the  troops  so  serv- 
ing outside  India  are  borne  by  the  Indian 
Exchequer. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 

INDIA  (,Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  The  let  Bengal  Infantry,  at 
the  Mauritius,  is  the  only  regiment  of  the 
Indian  Army  now  employed  outside  the 
limits  of  India.  Besides  these  there  are 
a  certain  number  of  volunteers  from 
various  Indian  regiments  who  are  in  the 
service  of  the  Uganda  and  other  com- 
panies. The  expenses  of  none  of  them 
are  borne  by  the  Indian  Exchequer. 

BRITISH  TRADE  IN  THE  NIGER  PRO- 
TECTORATE. 

Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rushciiffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
what  have  been  the  figures  of  trade  (im- 
ports and  exports  separately)  for  each  of 
the  ten  years  1889  to  1898  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  Niger  Protec- 
torate ;  whether  any  expense  has  been 
borne  by  the  Imperial  Exchequer  in  rela- 
tion to  that  protectorate  since  the  grant 
of  the  charter;  and,  in  that  case,  what 
has  been  the  total  sum  so  charged,  auid 
for  what  purpose. 

*The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  for  foreign  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Sun-ey,  GuildfordJ :  The  trade 
of  the  United  Kingdom  with  the  Niger 
Protectorate  (exclusive  of  the  territory 
administered  Hy  the  Niger  Company) 
for  the  years  1889-1898  was  as  follows— 

Imports  Exporto 

£  £ 

Aug  1,  t891-July  .SI,  1892  680,177  427.264 

„    1,  1892—         „   1893   625,444  497,460 

Apl.  1,  1893--Mch.  31,  1894   697,483  491.76$ 

„     1,  1894-   „    „    1895   581,230  463.171 

„     1,  1895—   „    „    1896   575,44;  536437 

„     I,  1896-    „     „    1897   563,291  546,466 

„     I,  1897—   ,.    „    1898   504,602  497,589 

j  Earlier  returns  cannot  be  given,  as  the 
Niger  Coast  Protective  Aaministmtioa 
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only  commenced  in  August,  1891,  Up 
to  the  31st  of  December,  1893,  the  Com- 
missioner's salary  was  charged  to  Imperial 
Funds,  out  of  which  also  an  advance  of 
j£14,000  was  made  for  initial  expenses. 
This  was  repaid  in  189.3-94,  and  the 
Protectorate  has  since  been  self-sup- 
pordug. 

DELAGOA  BAY  ARBITRATION. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AfTairs  if 
he  will  ascertain  when  the  award  in 
regard  to  the  Delagoa  Bay  Arbitration  is 
likely  to  be  made. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  It  is  beUeved  that 
the  award  will  be  given  not '  later  than 
October  next. 


ST.  peter.sbi;rg  herring  imports. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  up  to  the  30th  of 
June  the  Foreign  Office  has  received  no 
reply  to  the  representations  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  St.  Petersburg  ;  made  out  in 
for  improved  facilities  for  the  discharge  i  handed  to  the 
and  storage  of  herrings,  will  he  state 
whether  any  reply  has  now  been  received, 
and  if  not,  will  renewed  representations 
be  made  at  an  early  date. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  There  is  no  pro- 

fress  to  report  in  this  matter,  and  Her 
lajesty's  Am1>assador  will  exercise  his 
dis^tion  as  to  pressing  it  again  on  the 
Busdan  Goremment. 


Sir  Hairy  Johnston,  who  will  be  appointed 
with  full  powers  to  administer  the  Pro- 
tectorate and  with  the  same  control  of 
the  military  fo.cjs  as  is  given  to  other 
Governors,  also  holding  special  appoint- 
ments as  Comuanders-i.i-Chief. 

BRITISH  CONSULAR  SHIPPING  OFFICE 
AT  NEW  YORK. 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
an  article  in  the  iShippim/  lymid  of  24th 
May,  1 899,  concerning  the  shipping  office 
of  Her  Majesty's  Consul-Generai  at  New 
York ;  whether  that  office  is  situated  at  a 
great  distance  from  the  general  office  of 
the  Consulate-General,  and  is  crowded  by 
boarding-house  keepers,  crimps,  and  low 
characters,  whose  presence  on  the 
occasions  when  seamen  are  engaged  and 
discharged  leads  habitually  to  scenes  of 
intimidation,  disturbance  and  outrage ; 
and  whether  he  does  or  does  not  have 
his  own  office  and  there 
seamen  the  advance  notes, 
which,  it  is  alleged,  they  are  at  present 
compelled  to  give  up  to  the  boarding-house 
keeper. 


♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  article  mentioned  in  the 
education.     Several  reports  hare  from 


THE  UGANDA  PROTECTORATE. 
Commander  BETHELL  (York  E.  R., 
Holdemess)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  Mr.  Berkeley  has  resigned  the 
Commissionership  of  the  Uganda  Protec- 
torate, and  whether  aiiy  successor  to  him 
has  been  appointed. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  regret  to  say  that 
in  consequence  of  illness  Mr.  Berkeley, 

the  Commissioner  and  Consul-General  of 
the  Uganda  Protectorate,  has  been  forced 
to  resign  his  appointment.  The  Secretary 
of  State,  considering  that  order  has  now 
been  restored  in  the  Protectorate  and  that 
the  railway  is  far  advanced,  thinks  this  a 
fitting  time  to  send  a  Special  Commissioner 
to  Uganda  to  report  what  posts  it  is 
desirable  to  establish,  especially  in  view 
oi  Colonel  Martyr's  advance  on  the  Nile. 
For  this  purpose  he  proposes  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  administrative  experience  of 

vol..  LXXIV.  [Fourth  Seribs.] 


time  to  time  been  recdved  from  Her 
Majesty's  Consul-General  on  the  subject 
of  the  arrangements  in  force  for  the 
engagement  and  discharge  of  seamen  at 
New  York.  The  Consular  shipping 
office,  which  is  in  the  same  street  and 
close  to  the  general  office  of  the  Consul- 
General,  is  open  to  the  public,  and  no 
persons  desiring  to  resort  to  it  for  busi- 
ness purposes  are  excluded  so  long  as 
they  conduct  themselves  with  propnety. 
The  question  whether  on  the  occasions 
when  seamen  are  wgaged  or  discharged 
the  office  should  be  cleared  of  all  persons 
not  immediately  concerned  in  the  trans- 
action is  xmder  consideration.  It  is  not 
the  fact  that  disorderly  scenes  are  of  com- 
mon occurrence  in  the  Consulate.  In  an 
office  where  upwards  of  20,000  seamen 
are  engaged  and  discharged  annually 
it  is  practically  inevitable  that  distur- 
bances should  occasionally  take  place,  but 
such    incidents     are  exceptional,  and 

generally  no  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
eeping  order.   With  regard  to  advance 
notes,  I  shoukl  state  that  the  payment  of 
M 
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AD  advance  to  a  seaman  is  a  criminal 
•offence  according  to  United  States  law. 

-JAMAICA     RAILWAY  DEBENTURE 
HOLDERS. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (lalington,  N.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  oi  State  for  the 
Ooloniea  whether  the  Jamaica  Govern- 
ment has  now  carried  out  its  engagement 
with  the  debenture  holders  of  the 
-Jamaica  Hailway,  which  have  been  in 
.<}efault  for  more  than  two  years. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Bir- 
mingham, W.)  :  The  Government  of 
.Jamaica  is  bound  by  the  provisions  of  a 
•Colonial  Law — the  Railway  Law  of  1889 
— to  make  certain  payments  and  to  issue 
certain  Colonial  Government  stock  to  the 
holders  of  first  mortgage  bonds  of  the 
■Jamaica  Railway  Company  upon  the  rail- 
way being  vested  in  the  Grovemment  by 
^n  order  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
colony.  No  such  order  has  yet  been 
made.  Consequently,  there  has  been  no 
delay  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

JAMAICA  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  a  Treaty  of  Reciprocity  has  been 
concluded  between  the  island  of  Jamaica 
and  the  United  States  of  America ;  and, 
in  such  a  ease,  if  he  can  state  the  general 
terms  thereof,  and  particularly  if  it  gives 
«ny  privilege  or  preference  to  American 
£Ooda  over  Britiui  goods  in  a  British 
•colony. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  A  Provi- 
sional Reciprocity  Convention  has  been 
made  with  the  United  States  of  America 
■on  behalf  of  Jamaica.  Full  particulars 
Slave  not  yet  been  received,  but  it  is 
understood  that  the  genend  effect  is  that 
<oii  :the  convention  coming  into  operation 
*he  import  duties  in  the  United  States  of 
ji.merica  on  sugar  and  certain  fruits  pro- 
•duced  in  Jamaica  will  be  reduced,  and  the 
import-duties  in  Jamaica  on  various  articles 
largely  imported  from  the  United  States  of 
America  will  be  reduced  or  abolished.  The 
Provisional  Convention  is  subject  to  rati- 
ification  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  on 
'ibehalf  of  the  colony  and  by  the  President 
and  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes.  The 
'Convention  gives  no  privil^e  or  pre- 
ieroBce  to  American  goods  over  British 
good's. 

Mr.    JAMES    LOWTHEB  (Kent, 
Slianet):  Is  there  anything  in  die  Con- 


vention which  would  prevent  the  exten- 
sion to  British  trade  of  a  system  similar 
to  the  Canadian  tariff  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  am  not 
aware  of  anything. 

TRANSVAAL  AFFAIRS.— SIR  W. 
BUTLER'S  DESPATCHES. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  beig  toask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whethw 

any  despatches  received  from  Sir  William 
Butler  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
last  Blue  Book  on  affairs  of  South  African 
Republic  [C.  9345]  have  been  withheld ; 
and  whether  a  Minute  of  che  Cape 
Government  on  the  affairs  of  the  Trans- 
vaal was  forwarded  by  Sir  William  Butler, 
and  has  not  been  printed  in  the  Blue 
Book. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Sir  William 
Butler  transmitted  a  great  number  of 
Resolutions  passed  by  meetings  of  the 
South  African  League,  and  in  two 
instances  sent  Minutes  of  the  Cape 
Government  commenting  on  the  Besola- 
tions.  Neither  these  Resolutions  nor 
the  comments  of  the  Cape  Government 
upon  them  have  been  included  in  the 
Blue  Book  [C.  9345],  but  there  is  no  ob- 
jection to  their  publication.  In  the  pre- 
paration of  papers  for  publication  I  have 
followed  the  usual  practice  and  have 
included  everything  essential  to  the 
proper  understanding  of  their  subject. 

Mb.  DILLON :  My  question  had 
reference  to  the  period  when  Sir  William 
Butler  was  acting  as  locum  tenem  for  Sir 
Alfred  Milner.  I  wish  to  know  whether 
any  despatch  has  been  received  giving 
the  opinions  of  Sir  William  Butler,  which 
has  been  suppressed. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  A  despatch 
giving  the  opinion  of  Sir  William  Butler 
is  published  in  the  Blue  Book.  Beyond 
that  I  cannot  give  any  information. 

SALE  OF  MEDICINE  STAMPS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 

ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if 

he  can  state  the  amount  of  revenue 

derived  from  the  sale  of  medicine  stamps 

in  Scotland  for  the  years  ended  3l8t 

March,  1898  and  1899  respectively. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks -Bkach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  stamp  revenue  derived 
from  the  sale  of  patent  medicine  stAmps 
in  Scotkuid  was  in  1897-8  £2,127,  and 
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in  1 898-9  ^2, 142.  Patent  medicine 
vendors'  excise  licenses  were  also  taken 
otitto  the  value  of  ^643  in  1897-8,  and 
JB667  in  1898-9. 

INLAND  BEVENCE  DUTY  RETURNS. 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  collectors,  supervisors, 
and  officers  of  Inland  Revenue  have  to 
make  weekly  returns  of  duties  paid ; 
wjietber  such  returns  are  furnished  to  the 
Accountant  and  Comptroller-Genera)  at 
Somerset  House  every  week  by  about  467 
c^ciak  from  all  parte  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  though  the  same  returns  as 
vouchers  are  sent  up  at  the  close  of  each 
month ;  and  w^hether,  to  check  such 
weekly  returns,  a  large  and  expensive 
staff  of  clerka  is  employed  at  Somerset 
House  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the  utility  of 
such  a  system  of  weekly  accounts,  and 
the  justification  for  great  cost  thereof  to 
the  taxpayers. 

Sib  M.  HICKS-BEACH:  Each  col- 1 
lector  of  Inland  Revenue  furnishes  to  the  i 
Accountant  and  Comptroller  General  at 
Somerset  House  a  weekly  petty  account 
unvouched,  containing  a  simple  summary  j 
of  receipts,   the  total  repayments    or  i 
eharges  defrayed  therefrom,  and  the  net  i 
produce.     Independent  weekly  returns 
are  also  sent  in  oy  supervisors  in  charge 
of    districts.     Collectors    also  render 
monthly  accounts  of  their  detailed  re- 
•ceipts  and  disbursements,  with  vouchers, 
■etc.,  ten  days  after  the  close  of  each 
month.    Weekly  returns  are  necessary 
both  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  Chief 
Office  informed  of  the  movements  of  the 
Revenue  and  to  guard  against  the  risk  of 
loss  to  the  Exchequer.    The  expenditure 
of  time  and  money  involved  in  the  local 
preparation  of  the  weekly  returns  and 
their  examination  at    headquarters  is 
•quite  inconsiderable. 

-IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  BUILDINGS. 
Mb.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  the  conference  of 
rejH'esentatives  of  the  interests  concerned 
in  the  future  of  the  Imperial  Institute 
buildings  has  now  arrived  at  an  agree- 
ment; and,  if  so,  whether  ^e  is  in  a 
position  to  indicate  its  general  purport 

Sm  M.  HICKSBEACH;  I  believe 
.that  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 


University,  the  Institute,  and  the  Trea- 
sury have  now  come  to  an  arrangement 
which  is  mutually  satisfactory.  The 
terms  will  be  at  once  submitted,  to  the 
Senate  and  the  Council  for  ratification, 
and  as  soon  as  this  has  been  received  they 
will  be  embodied  in  a  Treasury  Minute, 
which  will  be  presented  to  the  House. 

THE  LOCKOUT  IN  THE  WELSH  COAL 
TRADE. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (MerthyrTydvil): 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether,  in  view  of  his  statement 
to  Messrs.  Liston  and  Kenshole  on  13tfa 
May  last  in  reference  to  the  claim  of 
certain  tradesmen  for  payment  in  respect 
of  catering  for  the  military  brought  to 
Aberdare  during  the  lockout  in  the  coal 
trade  last  summer,  that  it  was  not  equit- 
able that  pending  the  settlement  of  the 
question  of  liability  as  between  the 
Government  and  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council,  the  tradesmen  concerned  should 
remain  altogether  without  payment,  and 
having  re^rd  to  his  promise  on  the  same 
date  uiat  m  the  event  of  an  appeal  ham 
the  decision  of  Justices  Darling  and 
Channel!  the  Treasury  would  endeavour  to 
arrange  with  the  county  council  for  an 
immediate  payment  to  the  tradesmen, 
and  such  an  appeal  having  been  made,  he 
can  state  what  steps  have  been  taken  to 
secure  the  immediate  payment  promised. 

Sir  M.  hicks-beach  :  In  accord- 
ance with  my  promise,  I  brought  the 
matter  to  the  notice  of  the  War  Office 
and  suggested  that  they  should  place 
themselves  in  communication  with  the 
County  Council  of  Glamorgan,  with  a 
view,  if  possible,  of  arranging  for  some 
payment  to  be  made  to  the  tradesmen 
concerned,  half  being  paid  by  the  War 
Office,  and  half  by  the  county  council, 
temporarily  and  without  prejudice,  the 
ultimate  incidence  of  the  charge  remain- 
ing over  for  settlement  later  on.  I  under- 
stand that  a  communication  has  been 
addressed  by  the  War  Office  to  the  county 
council.  This  would  have  been  done 
earlier  but  for  the  fact  that  for  some 
weeks  past  a  definite  legal  decision  upon  - 
the  point  has  been  daily  expected. 

portmahomack  harbour. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  he  is  aware  that  some 
years  back  fishermen  and  others  depefi- 
dent  on  Portmahomack  Harbour  for  the 
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prosecution  of  their  <udlii^  addressed  a 
memorid  to  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scot- 
land, fully  setting  forth  the  circumstances 
under  which  a  grant  in  aid  of  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbour  is  required  ; 
and  will  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  call 
for  that  Memorial  and  give  the  points 
raised  therein  full  consideration. 

*The  LOKD  advocate  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  :  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  is  quite  aware  of 
the  fact  refeiTcd  to  by  the  Hon.  Member, 
but  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  reply  I 
have  already  given  to  him  on  the  7th 
instant. 

LIGHTS  ON  THE  ROSS-SHIKE  COAST. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  whether  the 
scheme  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  includes 
provision  for  any  minor  lights  for  the 
west  coast  of  Koss-shire. 

*Mit.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
Congested  Districts  Board  informs  me 
that  there  has  been  no  application  for 
minor  lights  for  the  west  coast  of  Ross- 
shire. 

ATTACKS   ON    MEDICAL    MEN  IN 
EAST  LONDON. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  letter 

Dr.  Stonham,  of  Albert  Square,  Com- 
mercial Road,  in  which  he  states  that  he 
was  attacked  and  robbed  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  that  recently  an- 
other medical  man  was  similarly  attacked 
and  robbed  in  tiie  main  thoroughfare 
about  noon,  and  in  which  he  complains  that 
the  police  force  in  the  East  End  of  London 
is  undermanned ;  and  whether,  as  the 
ratepayers  of  this  quarter  of  London  con- 
tribute their  quota  towards  the  mainten- 
ance <Hf  the  Metropolitan  Police,  he  will 
give  them  the  same  measure  of  protection 
as  that  which  is  accorded  to  the  West 
End. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  tor 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  BUckpool) : 
Equal  regard  is  paid  to  the  requirements 
of  the  ^tst  of  London  as  to  any  other 


part  d  the  Metropolitan  P(dice  District- 
In  both  the  two  particular  cases  of  assault 
mentioned  in  the  question  it  appears  thal^^ 
offenders  have  been  arrested  and  brou^t 
to  justice.  I  have,  however,  calletl  the 
attention  of  the  Commissioner  of  Police 
to  this  matter. 

VACCINATION  PROSECUTIONS  AT 
MARLOW. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Departs 
ment  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  heavy  penalties,  namely^ 
fines  of  one  guinea  each,  in  addition  to 
costs,  imposed  by  the  Buckinghamshire 
magistrates  at  Marlow  on  Friday  last 
upon  two  labouring  men  for  the  non- 
vaccination  of  their  children ;  and  whether 
he  will  consider  these  cases,  with  a 
view  to  the  mitigation  of  the  penalties,  so 
as  to  avoid  the  committal  of  two  respect- 
able men  to  prison. 

•Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  I  have  fuUy 

inquired  into  the  circumstances  of  this 
case  and  the  position  of  the  defendants, 
and  find  no  ground  for  inter\'ention. 

TITHE  RENT  CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notts., 
Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  whether,  under 
Sub-section  (2),  of  Clause  2,  of  the  Tithe 
Rent  Charge  (Rates)  Bill,  there  will  be  a 
remission  of  half  the  rates  payable  by  the 
City  of  London  clergy,  who,  under  the 
Acts  of  22  and  23  Charles  IL,  cap.  15, 
and  4  Anne,  cap.  27,  receive  certain  fixed 
payments  in  lieu  of  the  tithes  payable  to 
them  previous  to  the  fire  of  London. 

*Thk  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  My  impression  is  that 
the  payments  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  are  not  rateable,  and  if  this  be  so 
the  Bill  would  not,  of  course,  have  any 
effect  so  far  as  they  were  concerned. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont 
gomeryshire) :  I  be^  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  if  he  will  state 
the  amount  which  under  the  Tithe  Rent- 
charge  (Rates)  Bill  will  be  deducted  frwn 
the  share  of  the  administrative  county  ^ 
Montgomery  in  the  Estate  Duty  graat. 
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*Mr. 


LONG:   The  share  of  Mont 
lire  in  a  sum  of  ^£87,000  distri- 
3uted  in  the  raopordon'  of  what  are 
known  as  the  discontinued  grants  would 
■amount  to  £229. 


Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether  the  benefices  of 
Cfu-no,  Landinam,  Lanidloes,  Llanwnog, 
And  Trefeglwys,  in  the  County  of  Mont- 
^mery,  each  of  which  has  a  share  of 
tithe  rent-charge  belonging  to  Bangor 
■Ca^edral,  will  be  relieved  under  the 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  (Rates)  Bill  from  half 
^he  rates  payable  on  those  fihares. 

*Mr.  long  :  In  the  absence  oi  more 
precise  information  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  arrangement  which  has  been  carried 
out  in  the  case  of  the  benefices  to  which 
Ihe  hon.  Member  refers,  it  is  not  possible 
ior  me  to  express  an  opinion  as  to 
whether  there  has  been  any  such  attach- 
ment of  the  rent-charge  to  the  benefices 
^  to  entitle  the  incumbents  to  relief  in 
respect  thereof.  We  ourselves  have  no 
record  of  any  transfer  of  tithe  rent- 
<charge  from  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Bangor  to  the  incumbents  of  the  parishes 
in  question  since  the  commutation. 

Mr.  M'KENNA  (Monmouth,  N.):  I 
beg  to  a^  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether  he  can  state  the 
total  amount  of  tithe  rentKiharge  attached 
to  benefices  which  are  under  the  patronage 
of  private  persons. 

*Mr  long  :  I  have  made  inquiries, 
but  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  in- 
formation asked  for  by  the  hon.  Member. 
It  is  not  a  matter  in  regard  to  which  any 
official  particulars  are  avulable. 


ILL-TREATMENT  OF  PAUPER 
CHILDREN. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  West 
Biding,  Rotherham):  X  beg  to  ask  the 
Presi^nt  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
fact  that  a  pauper,  placed  by  the  Bristol 
Guanjians  in  charge  of  remanded  boys, 
has  been  committed  for  twenty-one  days 
by  the  Bristol  magistrates  for  thrashing 
one  of  these  boys  named  Offer  with  a 


strap  and  cutting  a  piece  of  flesh  from 
him ;  and  whether  he  will,  in  accordance 
with  the  Departmental  Committee,  take 
some  steps  to  remove  such  boys  from  the 
association  of  the  workhouse. 


*The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chapun, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) ;  I  have  communi- 
cated with  the  Clerk  to  the  Bristol 
Guardians  about  the  case  mentioned,  and 
I  am  informed  that  boys  remanded  to 
the  workhouse  are  not  placed  by  the 
guardians  in  the  chaise  of  pauper  in- 
mates. They  are  received  by  the  porter 
and  at  once  handed  over  to  the  receiving 
ward  attendant,  who  is  responsible  for 
them  during  their  stay  in  the  workhouse. 
The  pauper  referred  to  in  the  question 
was  employed  in  an  adjoining  wAxd.  He 
ought  to  have  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  boys ;  and  I  have  given  directions 
that  further  investigation  shall  be  made 
as  to  the  circumstances  of  this  case.  The 
inquiry  of  the  Poor  Law  Schools  Com- 
mittee tp  which  the  hon.  Member  refers 
onl^  related  to  schools  in  the  metro- 
polis. 


ART  COLLECTIONS  AT  HERTFORD 
HOUSE. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  when  the  collections 
of  works  of  art  at  Hertford  House  will 
be  .open  to  the  public. 


The  first  COMMISSIONER  or 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  The  stnictural  works 
at  Hertford  House  will,  I  expect^  be 
finished  within  a  month  or  six  weeks. 
I  cannot  say  how  long  it  may  take  to 
arrange  the  collections,  a  work  which 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees. 


RE-ENGA<IEMENT   OF  RETIRED 
SECOND  DIVISION  CLERKS. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
his  attention  has  been  cafted  to  the 
case  of  a  Second  Division  clerk  who 
was  pensioned  for  ill-health,  but  who  is 
now  quite  well  again,  and  has  applied  to 
be  reinstated  as  contemplated  by  the 
Superannuation  Act  of  1869 ;  whether  he 
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is  aware  that  the  Giril  Service  Oommis- 
saoners  state  that  they  are  not  empowered 
to  deal  with  siicb  cases  ;  and  whether  he 
will  state  who  is  the  authority  to  whom 
application  should  be  made,  so  that  the 
State  may  be  relieved  of  the  cost  of  a 
pensioner  who  is  still  young  and  able  and 
Tilling  to  give  up  his  pension  uid  work. 

Thk  FINANOIAL  SECRETAKY  to 
TSB  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbuby, 
Preston) :  The  clerk  referred  to  in  the 

question  should  apply  to  the  Treasury, 
who  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
-  his  health,  mental  and  bodily.  If  the 
result  is  in  all  respects  satisfactory,  he 
will  be  recalled  to  the  Second  Division. 

THE  MOY  POSTMASTER. 
Dr.  ROBERT  AMBROSE  (Mayo, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster- 
General,  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Morri- 
son, of  Moy,  County  Tyrone,  to  the 
position  of  Clerk  of  Peity  Sessions  of  the 
Moy  district  of  County  Tyrone ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Morrison  already  holds 
the  position  of  postmaster  for  the  same  dis- 
trict ;  and  whether  it  is  competent  for  a 
postmaster  to  hold  the  position  of  Petty 
Sessions  Clerk  also. 


Mr.  HANBUBY  :  The  Postmaster  of 
Moy,  Mr.  Morrison,  received  permission 
several  years  ago  to  become  a  candidate 
for  the  position  of  Petty  Sessions  Clerk, 
and  this  permission  was  renewed  to  him 
recently.  It  is  not  considered  desirable 
that  a  postmaster  should  hold  the  position 
of  Petty  Sessions  Clerk,  and  the  permis- 
sion to  become  a  candidate  for  it  will  not 
he  granted  in  any  future  case. 

BELFAST  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.)  : 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Postmaster- 
General,  whether  any  representations 
have  reached  him  respecting  the  defective 
■lavatory  accommodation  at  present  pro- 
vided for  the  female  section  of  the  tele- 
graph staff  of  the  Belfast  Post  Office  ; 
and  can  it  be  stated  what  was  the  nume- 
rical strength  of  the  female  staff  when 
l^is  accommodation  was  first  provided, 
and  what  is  the  total  number  of  females 
at  preaeat  on  the  Belfast  staff,  cominiBing 


appointed,  auxiliaries,  and  season  sub- 
stitutes ;  and  whethw,  seeing  that  the 
lavatory  is  almost  immediately  off  the 
female  dining  room,  from  which  it  is. 
separated  by  a  small  dressing  or  cloak 
room,  there  is  an^  objection  to  the  local 
sanitary  authorities  making  an  inspection 
of  the  internal  sanitary  arrangements  of 
the  Belfast  office,  and  taking  such  steps 
as  the  necessities  of  the  case  may  seem  to 
require. 


Mr.  HANBURY  :  No  such  represen- 
tations have  been  received.  When  the 
accommodation  was  provided  in  1887 
the  number  of  women  employed  was 
twenty-eight;  it  is  now  sixty-seven.  The 
accommodation  is  substantially  as  de- 
scribed in  the  question,  but  a  consider- 
able enlargement  of  the  Belfast  Post  Office^ 
which  has  been  for  some  time  in  pro- 
gress, is  approaching  completion,  and  ma 
short  time  the  womens  retiring  room 
will  be  much  enlarged  and  improved,  & 
new  dining  room  will  be  opened  io 
another  part  of  the  building,  and  the 
sanitary  conveniences  will  be  removed  to- 
the  floor  above.  In  the  meanwhile  there 
is  no  objection  to  the  local  sanitary 
authority  making  arrangements  to  inspect 
the  post  office  premises. 


COLERAINE  POSTMASTEKSHIP. 
Mr.  MACALEESE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster-General,  why  applications 
have  not  been  invited  for  the  Poetmaster- 
ship  of  Coleraine,  seeing  that  the  gentle- 
man acting  in  that  capacity  has  been 
promoted  to  Dundalk ;  and  whether  he 
can  state  when  applications  will  be 
invited ;  or  is  it  in  contemplation  to  6U 
the  Coleraine  vacancy  by  importing 
another  Englishman. 


Mr.  HAKBURY  :  The  usual  steps  are 
being  taken  to  fill  the  vacancy  referred  to. 


GOVERNMENT  AGREEMENT  WITH  THE 
NATIONAL  TELEPHONE  COMPANY. 

Mr.  KlilBER  fW'andsworth)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  a 
copy  of  the  agreement  which,  accord- 
ing to  his  statement,  he  had  made  with 
the  Telephone  Company. 
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Mr.  HANBURY:  I  understood  that 
this  question  was  not  to  be  put.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  a  copy  of  the  agreement 
will  be  embodied  in  the  Papers. 

DELAYED  DELIVERY  OF  AUSTRALIAN 
MAILS. 

Mr.  H(XJAN  (Tipperar>-,  Mid) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster-General,  what 
was  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  delivering 
the  Australian  mails  brought  by  the 
Orient  steamer  "Orizaba,"  which  were 
landed  in  Naples  on  Saturday,  July  1st, 
and  did  not  reach  London  until  Wednes- 
day last ;  and  whether  any  facilities  for 
the  reasonably  rapid  transmission  of  colo- 
nial mails  frcon  Naples  are  in  contempla- 
tion. 


Mr.  HANBUBY:  The  Australian  mails  1 
landed  at  Naples  from  the  packet  "  Ori- 
zaba "  were  despatched  from  Naples  by  '• 
the  11  p.m.  train  on  Saturday,  the  Ist  i 
instant^  and  reached  London  late  on  Tues- 1 
day  afternoon,  and  not  on  Wednesda}',  as  i 
the  hon.  Member  supposes.  The  corre- 1 
spondence  was  delivered  on  Tuesday  ; 
evening  in  London,  with  the  exception  of  , 
some  outlying  suburbs.  It  appears  that 
the  mail  was  detained  some  hours  at  \ 
Rome,  in  consequence  of  an  irregularity  , 
in  the  Italian  railway  service  south  of  | 
that  city,  which  is  being  enquired  into.  ; 
The  Postmaster-General  has  recently  been  i 
in  communication  with  the  Italian  and  ' 
French  Post  Offices  on  the  general  ques- 1 
tion  of  the  Continental  transit  of  Austi-a-  j 
lian  mails  landed  at  Naples  ;  and  in  each  j 
country  arrangements  have  l>een  made  j 
which  are  expected  to  prove  satisfactory.  | 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  IMPROVKMENT  \ 
CHARGES— (IRELAND).  | 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  , 
Attomey-Greneral  for  Ireland  whether  j 
the  Order  of- the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board,  fixing  the  area  of  charge  in  the  ; 
matter  of  Castlerea,  Claremorris,  and  I 
other  local  water  and  sanitary  i 
improvements  over  the  respecti\e 
unions  in  which  these  towns  are 
situated,  is  according  to  law ;  and  if 
he  will  kindly  say  what  specific  law  com-  ] 
pels  a  ratepayer  living  15  miles  away  from 
the  enjoyment  of  a  possible  advantage 
from  such  expenditure  to  c<Hitribute 
towards  these  water  and  sanitary 
improTements. 


The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) ;  In  the  absence  of  my  right  hon, 
friend  I  will  reply  to  this  question.  The 
Local  Government  Board  claim  to  exercise 
this  power  under  the  232nd  Section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1878.  Doubts  havo 
been  expressed  as  to  the  validity  ol  the- 
Order  mentiond,  and,  as  stated  by  me  in 
the  Debate  on  the  Estimates,  the  matter 
is  now  under  consideration  by  th» 
Government. 

Mr.  DAVITT:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  how  soon  we  may  expect 
:  the  decision  t 

\  Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  Well,  I  thhik 
^  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  invalidate 
I  the  Order  by  law. 

I 

I  Mr.  DILLON :  I  hope  we  shall  Bs\9 
'  good  notice  of  what  is  to  be  done. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY. 
I  Mr.  DAVITT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
^  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutaiant  o£ 
I  Ireland  whether  he  can  see  his  wajr  to* 
\  recommend  to  Her  Majesty's  Govemnwitt* 
'  the  disarmament  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con 
1  stabulary  and  the  reorganisation  of  th& 
force  on  similar  lines  to  the  English  and 
Scotch  police. 

Mr.  G.  W,  BALFOUR  :  I  am  afraid 
[  cannot  see  my  way  to  doing  that. 

Mr.  DILLON:  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  attention  been  drawn  to  the 
fact  that  in  consequence  of  a  remonstrance 
from  the  Home  Government  the  police 
of  Johannesburg  have  been  disarmed  % 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

IRISH  LOAN  FUNDS  BILL. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  I  beg  t» 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord. 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  proceed 
during  this  session  with  the  Irish  Loan 
Funds  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  if  I 
have  the  opportunity.  But  I  think  that 
probably  more  depends  upon  the  hon- 
Member  and  his  friends  than  upon  me. 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  me  too  much 
honour. 
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IRISH  CROWN  S*>LICITOR  S  OFFICE. 

■  Mr.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  are  the 
grounds  on  which  a  new  office  has  been 
created  in  the  Department  of  the  Chief 
Crown  Solicitor  of  Ireland ;  what  is  the 
salaiy  attached  to  the  new  office ;  what 
scale  of  superannuation  is  to  be  allowed  ; 
and  whether  any  appointment  has  as  yet 
been  made  in  respect  to  the  office  of 
second  assistant  to  the  Chief  Crown 
Solicitor. 

Mr  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  office  of 
Second  Assistant  to  the  Chief  Crown 
Solicitor,  Ireland,  has  been  created  by  the 
Irish  Government  with  the  approval  of 

the  Treasury,  because  it  was  considered 
essential  that  there  should  be  at  head- 
quarters  a  permanent  official  assisting 
and    representing    the    Chief  Crown 
Solicitor  in  the  conduct  of  Government 
business.    No  addition  has  been  made  to 
the  staff  of  the  Chief  Crown  Solicitor  by 
the  creation  of  this  new  post,  the  gentle- 
man appointed  to  it  being  Mr.  William 
George  Towers,  who  has  already  rendered 
excellent  service  as  assistant  since  1888.  j 
The  salary  attached  to  the  new  post  is  < 
£500,  progressing  to  £600  per  annum,  j 
The  alfowance    for  personal  clerks  at  i 
present  drawn  by    the  Chief  Crown  | 
Solicitor  will  henceforth  be  reduced  by  \ 
£500  a  year,  that  being  the  remunera- 
tion paid  to  Mr.  Towers  prior  to  his 
^pointment  on  the  {wnoanent  staff.  Mr. 
Towers  will  be  entitled  to  superannua- 
tion on  the  scale  prescribed  by  the 
Superannuation  Acts. 

STEAM  TRAWLING   OFF   THE  IRISH 
COAST. 

Mr.  POW'ER  (Waterford,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  consider- 
ing the  number  of  steam  trawlers  that 
fish  along  the  Irish  coasts  since  they  were 
prohibited  from  fishing  within  three  miles 
of  the  Scotch  coast,  and  the  great  damage 
they  have  done  and  are  doing  on  the 
Irish  coasts,  the  Government  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  reverting  to  their 
former  policy  of  prohibiting  steam  traw- 
ling within  three  miles  of  the  Irish  coast ; 
is  the  Government  aware  that  the  steam 
trawlers  ignore  the  bye-laws  made  by  the 
inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  prohibiting 
steam  trawling  in  certain  waters ;  what 
steps  have  the  Govemmuit  ta^a  to  en- 


force these  bye-laws ;  and,  pending  legisla^ 
tion,  what  steps  does  the  Government 
propose  to  take  to  protect  Irish  fisher- 
men from  loss,  and  to  enforce  the  obser- 
vance of  the  bye-laws  the  inspectors  deem 
necessary. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  am  not 
aware  how  this  matter  stands  in  Scot- 
land, but  there  never  has  been  a  general 
law  or  policy  of  prohibiting  trawling 
within  the  three-mile  limit  of  the  Irish 
coast.  Prohibitory  bye-laws  have  been 
made  to  auit  the  circumstances  of  par- 
ticular localities.  I  am  informed  that  the 
area  around  Ireland  which  is  closed  to 
trawling  was  never  so  extensive  as  at 
pa«seiit.  With  regard  to  the  last  three 
paragraphs,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the 
reply  previously  ^ven  by  me  on  the  5th 
May  to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dublin  County,  North,  on  the  same 
subject. 

JIr.  power  :  In  view  of  the  damage 
that  these  steam  trawlers  are  doing  to 
Irish  fisheries,  and  bearing  in  mind  the 
promise  given  by  the  First  Lord  when 
steam  trawling  was  prohibited  off  Scot- 
land, will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  take 
steps  to  provide  a  gunboat  to  prevent  the 
steam  trawling  now  going  on  around  the 
Irish  coasts  T 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  that 
that  may  be  done  uiuler  the  provisions  of 
the  Agricultural  Industries  ffill. 

Mr.  POAVER:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  make  representations  to  the 
Admiralty  1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  have  fre- 
quently done  so. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
steam  trawling  goes  on  on  Sundays  as 
well  aa  week  days  % 

(No  answer  was  given.) 

BALTIMORE  RAILWAY  AND  PIER. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin, 
St.  Patrick,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Congested  Districts  Boards 
the  Treasury,  and  the  Cork  and  Bandon 
Railway  Company  guaranteed  £3,600 
each  for  the  completion  of  the  Baltimore 
Railway  and  Pier  to  deep  water ;  whether 


Digitized  by 


Google 


321 


Message  from 


{10  July  1899} 


the  Lords. 


322 


-the  Cork  aad  Bandon  Bailway  Company 
have  not  fulfilled  their  agreement ; 
whether  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
will  take  up  the  completion  of  this  work  ; 
whether  be  is  aware  that  in  consequence 
of  this  want  of  connection  the  large 
-amount  previously  expended  cannot  be 
utilised  for  the  transit  of  fish ;  and 
whether  he  will  recommend  a  grant  for 
the  purpose. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  in  1894  offered  to 
contribute  the  amount  mentioned  towards 
the  cost  of  constructing  a  pier  at  Balti- 
more. No  such  contribution  has  been 
offered  by  the  railway  company.  In 
reference  to  the  last  three  paragraphs,  1 
must  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my  reply 
to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
-the  Western  Diviraon  of  Cork,  on  the  22nd 
of  February  1897,  to  which  I  have 
nothing  to  add. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  he  prop(»e8 
to  make  a  statement  as  to  the  Bills  which 
the  Government  really  intend  to  carry 
into  law  with  the  present  session.  I  beg 
.also  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
when  he  proposes  to  take  the  Report 
stage  oi  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
he  can  state  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  reference  to  the  Lunacy  Bill. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Bai^ur,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  a  state- 
ment about  the  business  of  the  House  on 
Thursday  next  or  Monday  next. 


progress  of  the  negotiations  with  the 
Transvaal. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  shall  be  glad 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  address 
the  question  to  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
who  is  the  proper  Minister  to  deal  with 
the  subject. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL  BAXNERMAN  : 
I  did  not  intend  any  disrespect  lo  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  but  1  thought  the 
matter  was  one  of  such  importance  that 
it  would  be  the  chief  representative  of  the 
Government  who  would  reply. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  matter 

is  at  present  rather  in  a  confused  state. 
We  do  not  ourselves  entirely  understand 
what  has  been  proposed,  and  I  would 
therefore  prefer  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  give  notice  for  to- 
morrow. 


NEW  MEMBEKS  SWORN. 
Sir  John  Austin,  Baronet,  for  County 

of  York,  West  Riding  (Osgoldcross 

Division) ; 
Alfred  Emmott,  Es<iuire,  Borough  of 

Oldham ; 

Walter  Runeiman,   Junior,  Esquire, 
Borough  of  Oldham. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — 

WEST  GLOL'CESTERSHIHE  WATER 
HILL. 

With  an  Amemhnent : — 


[SUMMARY  .Jl'KISDK T[i)N   ACT  (1879) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mb.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First;  phffk  cinsfrvancy  BILL. 

lM>rd  of  the  Treasury  if  he  will  state  I  ^''^T*^^  CKEEK  C0Nf5hB\  ANCY  BILL. 

when  the  Scottish  Estimates  will  be 
taken. 


Mr  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Next  Friday. 

TRANSVAAL  AFFAIRS. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  desire  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasary  a  question  of 
which  I  have  given  him  private  notice — 
namely,  whether  he  has  any  information 
to  give  the  Hoase  with  regard  to  the 


With  Amendments : — 


Amendment  to  Amendment  to — 

st.  james's  and  pall  mall  electric 
lu;ht  bill. 

Consequential  Amendment  to  Amend- 
ments to — 

LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 
Without  Amendment. 
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Amendments  to — 

BURY  COKPORATION  BILL  [Lonis]. 

BURY  CORPORATION  WATER  BILL 
J  [Lords]. 

CHURCH  STRETTON  WATER  BILL 
[Lords]. 

8T.  NEOTS  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
Without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
'  An  Act  to  make  better  provision  for  the 
Slementary  Education  of  Defective  and 
"Spileptic  Children  in  England  and  Wales." 
Elementary  Education  {Defective  and 
Epileptic  Children)  Bill  [Lords]. 

CONGESTED    PISTKICTS  BOARD 
(IRELAND)  KILL. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOVK  :  I  have  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend 
certain  provisions  of  the  Land  Law  (Ire- ' 
land)  Act,  1896,  affecting  the  Congested  i 
Districts  Board,  and  to  make  further  pro-  j 
vision  for  the  expenses  of  that  Boa:d  out ' 
of  money  provided  by  FarUament.  The  | 
object  of  the  Bill  is  to  provide  for  an  , 
increase  of  the  resources  of  the  Congested  1 
Districts  Board  in  jtccordance  with  the  '■ 
proposal  which  has  already  been  made.  > 
It  also  includes  some  Amendments  of  the  , 
Act  of  1896  affecting  the  Congested  Dis- , 
tricts  Board  which  experience  has  shown  , 
to  be  desirable.  The  Bill  is  quite  short,  , 
and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that ' 
it  will  be  found  to  be  non-contentious.  1 1 
beg  to  move  :  I 

■  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed—  i 

"  That  leave  be  given  to  introdnce  the  BUI. 

—{Mr.  G.  W.  IMfnm:)  1 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  I  have  no  intention  of  . 
offering  any  opposition  to  the  Bill.  It  is 
a  non-contentious  measure  of  a  necessary  i 
and  useful  character,  an<i  will  not  call  for 
any  searching  criticism.  I  believe  the 
object  to  be  to  providf  greater  resources 
and  more  powers  for  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board.  That  is  a  purpose  which 
Irifh  Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
approve,  and  it  will  therefore  be  our  duty 
to  assist  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
pasung  it  as  soon  as  possible.  My  object 
in  rising  is  not  to  give  the  Chief  Secretary 
that  assurance,  but  tu  call  his  attention  to 
the  many  opportunities  which  uow  pre- 
sent themselves  in  the  West  of  Ireland  for 


the  buying  of  land  through  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  with  the  object  of  en- 
larging the  holdings  of  small  tenants. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware,  I  am 
sure,  that  the  transactions  of  that  character 
which  have  been  carried  out  by  this  Board 
have  given  general  satisfaction.    It  is  pos- 
sible— inde^  I  have  no  donbt  it  is  true — 
that  the  price  given  for  the  IMlion  Estate 
may  have  induced  many  landlords  to  be- 
come willing  to  sell  their  estates  ^wholly 
or  in  part.    That  price  was  too  high  ;  but 
it  is  inevitable,  in  my  judgment,  that  vhile 
landlordism  rules  the  roost  in  Dubhn 
Castle,  and  has  a  paramount  influence  od 
both .  branches  of  the  Legislature,  prkcs 
will  be  too  high,  whether  the  bar^un  i» 
made  between  the  landlord  and  tenant 
or  between  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
and  the  landlord.  I  would  neverthekas 
urge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  p^*t- 
tention  to  the  popular  feeling  in  the  West 
of  Ireland  on  this  matter.  He  is  profaaMy 
aware  that  Lord  Sligo  and  Mr.  Donoghue, 
of  Newport,  have  already  expressed  wil- 
lingness to  sell  their  estates  in  whole  or  in 
part.    The  tenants  on  these  estates  have 
been  among  those  who  have  suffered  most 
from  poverty  and  distress  in  times  past, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  there- 
fore a  unique  opportunity  to  acquire  this 
land  on  terms  which  would  be  satisfactory 
.ill  round,  and  give  these  poor  people 
a  chance  of  improving  their  position  in 
the  future.    I  trust  that  the  first  use  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  make  of  this 
measure  will  be  to  carry  out  the  wishes 
of  the  people  in  these  parts. 

Question  put,  and  agrmd  to. 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD 
(IRELAND). 

Bill  to  amend  certain  provisions  of  the 
Land  liaw  (Ireland)  Act,  1896,  affecting 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  and  to 
make  further  provision  for  the  expenses 
of  that  Board  out  of  money  proWcied  by 
Parliament,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exehetiuer,  and  Mr.  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland. 

con<;ested  distrktk  board 
(ireland)  bill. 

"To  amend  certain  provisions  of  ^e 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act.  IH96,  aflTectin^ 
the  Congested  Districts  Boanl,  and  to 
,  make  further  provision  for  the  expoum 
,  of  that  Board  out  of  money  provided  hjr 
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Parliament,"  presented  accordingly,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  l>e  read  a  second 
time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed. 
(Bill  266.) 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 
(Committee.) 
Order  for  Committee  read. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Three  instructions 
to  the  Committee  on  this  Bill  stand  on 
the  Paper.  The  first  and  third,  standing 
in  the  names  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Glamorgan  and  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Molton,  are  l>oth  out  of  order  and  for  the 
same  reason.  They  do  not  propose  to 
amplify  or  to  extend  in  any  way  the 
operation  of  the  Bill.  They  are  in  the 
nature  of  alternative  proposals  and  of  a 
nature  which,  if  carried,  would  be  destruc- 
tive to  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  Such 
motions  are  not  in  order  as  instructions. 
The  object  of  these  instructions  would 
have  been  appropriate  as  an  amendment 
to  the  Second  R^ing,  and  for  raising  a 
Second  Reading  delmte,  but  it  has  been 
ruled  Ijefore  in  this  House,  and  I  rule  now, 
in  accordance  with  those  rulings,  that  such 
motions  are  not  in  order  as  instructions. 
The  second  instruction  on  the  Paper, 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Merthyr,  is  .out  of  order,  because  it 
prtHnses  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  to  a  subject  matter*  which  is 
foreign  to  the  purpose  of  the  BUI 
The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  give  relief 
from  rates  upon  the.  tithe  rent-charge 
of  beneficed  clergy.  To  propose  to 
apply  it  to  schools  and  colleges  is  to 
propose  to  apply  it  to  a  certain  class  of 
lay  impropriators  who  are  altogether  out- 
side the  object  of  the  Bill.  The  instruc- 
tion is,  therefore,  out  of  order,  and  the 
House  will  now  go  into  Committee. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1 :  — 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  first  Amend- 
ment in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Flint  Burghs  is  out  of  order,  because  it 
proposes  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
the  enacting  clause  until  after  the  defini- 
tion clause  has  been  disposed  of,  which  is 
contrary  to  the  custom  of  Parliament, 
the  second  Amendment  standing  in  the 
name  dt  the  hosL  Member  for  Carnarvon 
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Boroughs  is  in  the  wrong  place  ;  it  should 
come  after  the  word  "  benefice."  The 
same  remark  applies  to  the  third  Amend- 
ment, and  also  to  the  Amendments  in  the 
names  of  the  hon.  Members  for  Merthyr 
Tydviland  Northampton.  The  Amendment 
in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Carmarthen  should  come  in  the  definition 
chiuse.  That  in  the  name  of  the  hon* 
Member  for  Hereford  is  in  the  wrong 
diace.  I  call  on  the  Member  for  Swansea 
District. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
District) :  I  shall  not  move,  Sir. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  Amendment 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon,  Memlier 
for  North  Monmouth  must  be  taken  with 
another  Amendment  which  appears  lower 
down  on  the  Paper,  which  applies  a 
wholly  different  (uass  of  relief  as  an 
alternative  to  this  clause.  It  would,  there- 
fore, be  the  proper  course  to  move  to- 
strike  out  this  clause  and  embody  the 
proposal  in  a  new  clause.  The  Amend- 
ment in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Flint  Boroughs  should  also  be  raised  in 
the  definition  clause.  That  in  the  name 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Glamorgan 
it  somewhat  vague, and  is  better raiseoby 
a  statement  of  the  value  of  the  particular 
rent-charge.  There  are  several  Amend- 
ments  to  that  effect  lower  down.  The 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Molton  would  convert  this  Bill,, 
which  is  one  for  the  relief  of  the  clergy, 
into  a  Church  Discipline  Bill.  The  next 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mer- 
thyr Tydvil  should  come  in  the  definition 
clause,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 
Amendments  of  the  hon.  Members  for 
Market  Har  borough  and  Pontefract.  Then 
the  Amendment  in  the  name  of  the  hpn. 
Member  for  South  Molton  anticipates  its 
proper  position  by  a  word  or  two.  The 
first  Amendment  therefore  in  order  is 
that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Anglesey. 

Mr.  LLOYD -GEORGE  (Camanon, 
&c.) :  I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment 
standing  in  the  name  of  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Anglesey.  It  is  practi- 
cally the  same  as  that  of  which  I  had  given 
notice  at  an  earlier  stage.  It  proposes- 
to  hmit  the  relief  granted  under  this  Bill 
to  cases  where  the  value  of  the  tithe  rent- 
charge  is  ^200  a  year.  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee would  do  well  to  accept  this 
Amendment  for  two  or  three  reasons 
which  I  now  propose  to  give.   The  House 
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of  CommonB  has  decided  that  the  clergy 
had  a  grievance  ;  it  has  decided  that  they 
■are  too  hiehly  rated,  and,  therefore,  I 
•cannot  go  behind  that  decision.  But  it 
has  not  decided  the  principle  on  which 
that  relief  should  be  given ;  nor  has  it 
decided  the  extent  of  that  relief.  The 
only  thing  which  is  proposed  by  the  Bill 
is  that  a  certain  remedy  shall  be  applied 
to  a  ^evance  under  which  it  is  declared 
the  clergy  are  suffering.  It  is  admitted 
that  our  system  of  local  taxation  requires 
a  good  deal  of  readjustment  and  that  the 
-clergy  are  not  the  only  ratepayers  who 
-sufTer  from  the  present  system.  It  is 
■admitted  further  that  these  grievances 
-will  have  to  be  dealt  with  thoroughly  and 
drastically  in  the  course  of  Uie  next 
■few  years.  Therefore  the  only  reason  for 
passing  this  Bill  is  to  extend  temporary 
relief  to  classes  of  the  community 
which  are  unduly  pressed  and  reduced  to 
A  certain  measure  of  distress  by  the  pre- 
sent incidence  of  taxation.  If  that  is  the 
only  reason  for  passing  a  crude  measure  of 
i-his  kind,  I  think  it  would  be  very  much 
better  that  the  operation  of  the  Act 
flhould  be  limited  to  those  cases  where  the 
■^tistress  is  undoubtedly  real.  The  Com- 
mittee will  find  upon  reading  the  evidence 
fiven  by  clergymen  themselves  before 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Local  Taxation 
that  this  is  a  suggestion  which  commended 
itself  to  the  majority  of  the  witnesses 
-called.  I  find  from  a  Memorandum  pre- 
pared by  the  hon.  Member  for  Tunbridge 
and  appended  to  the  Report,  that  he  sent 
out  a  circular  on  this  subject  to  2,000 
■clerg3Tnen — at  any  rate,  he  received  under 
2,000  replies.  I  cannot  understand  upon 
what  principle  he  selected  2,000  out  of 
13,000  clergymen  afFe^cted  by  this  Bill, 
but  the  response  he  received  shows  that 
•only  1,600  regarded  their  cases  as  suifi- 
■ciently  distressing  to  require  the  attention 
of  a  Koyhl  Commission. 

aiR.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN  (Kent, 
'Tunbridge) :  I  sent  out  only  3,000  circu- 
lars. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  That  makes 
my  case  still  stronger.  I  think  there  are 
cases  where  the  clergy  may  be  suffering 
acute  distress  owing  to  the  charge  levied 
upon  them,  and  those  cases  the  House  has 
<Iecided  to  deal  with.  But  I  do  asK  the 
House  to  exercise  the  discretion  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Tunbridge  himself 
has  exercieeJ.    He  is  a  friend  of  the 

Mr.  Lloytl-George, 


clergy,  and  is  not  likely  to  err  on  the  side 
of  excessive  severity  in  his  treatment  of 
them.  He  evidently  thinks  that  there  are 
only  about  3,000  cases  that  require  the 
attention  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Why  should  this  Committee,  which  is  not 
very  disposed  to  vote  public  money  for 
the  relief  of  the  wants  of  the  clergy, 
proceed  to  give  it  in  13,000  cases,  when 
the  hon.  Member  himself  thinks  that  only 
3,000  cases  require  attention  ?    He  in- 
cluded in  his  Memorandum  samples,  as  it 
were,  of  the  letters  which  he  received  from 
the   clergy.     One    of  his  correspon- 
dents, Mr.  Lloyd,  gives  his  opinion  of 
what  the  remedy  should  be.  He  says  that 
every  man  should  have  as  a  linng  wage 
at  least  £120  free  of  all  deductions,  but 
that  taxes  might  be  imposed  on  all  he 
received  over  that  amount.    Now,  my 
proposal  is  much- more  liberal  than  that. 
This  clergyman,  whose  view  is  approved 
bv  the  hon.  Member  for  Tunbridge,  simply 
pleads  for  exemption  in  respect  of  in- 
comes of  £120.    I  propose  to  improve 
upon  that,  and  to  extend  exemption  to 
£200,  and  in  that  I  hope  I  shall  have  the 
suprort  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Tun- 
bric^.    liCt  us  draw  a  line  between  really 
necessitous  clergymen  and  tho&e  who  are 
not  in  actual  distress,  owing  to  the  present 
incidence  of  taxation.    There  were  several 
clergymen  who  gave  evidence  before  the 
Royal  Commission,  but,  with  one  single 
exception,  they  all  approved  of  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  relief  should  be  extended 
to  the  necessitous  clergy.   One  clergyman 
examined  was  Mr.  L:  Ellis.     He  was 
asked  if  the  grievance  which  he  had  been 
speaking  of  could  not  be  met  by  means 
of  some  relief  to  the  poorer  clergy,  and 
he  answered  in  the  affirmative.  Mr. 
Mannera-Sutton,  another  cleriod  witness, 
said  the  same  thing.    Mr.  McPherson— 
who  represented  the  distressed  clergymen, 
and  was  there  to  plead  their  cause,  naving 
been  chosen  for  that  purpose,  possibly, 
because  he  was  a  Scotchman,  and  there- 
fore most  likely  to  get  money — was  asked 
whether  he  would  not satisfied  if  relief 
were  granted  at  the  present  moment  to 
clergy-men  whose  incomes  were  under 
£160.    He  said  he  was  not  prepared  to 
answer  that,  but  he  added  that  the  clei;gy 
natUTully  preferred  that  half  their  rates 
should  be  paid,  whether  their  inccttnes 
were  £1,000,  £500,  or  £100.    That  need 
not  be  argued ;  it  goes  without  saying. 
But  the  witness  was  pressed  to  say 
whether  the   clergy    would  be  satis- 
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fied,  for  the  moment,  if  this  relief 
were  granted  to  those  in  real  need.  He 
replied  that^  for  the  moment,  they  might 
be.  Seeing  that  this  is  only  a 
temporary  measure  of  relief,  and  nobody 
su^ests  that  it  is  a  complete  or  final 
answer  as  far  as  the  grievances  of  the 
clergy  or  anybody  else  are  concerned,  I 
think  the  Committee  would  do  well  to 
accept  my  Amendment.  The  whole 
system  of '  local  taxation  is  in  a  chaotic 
condition  ;  it  is  full  of  inequalities  and  in- 
justices, not  merely  to  the  clerg}'  but  also 
to  laymen.  The  Koyal  Commission  has 
recommended  that  there  should  be  some 
redress  granted  all  round.  The  whole 
point  therefore  is  this :  if  you  are  going  in 
for  a  temporary  measure  of  relief,  why  not 
confine  it  to  those  clergy  who  are  really 
necessitous,  and  then  await  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  measure  which  will  rest  the 
whole  system  of  local  taxation  upon  a 
basis  that  will  be  fair  to  everybody  all 
round  ?  The  worst  of  a  measure  of 
this  kind  is  that  it  means  that  the  re- 
dressing of  the  grievances  of  one  section 
or  class  of  the  community  imposes  an 
additional  burden  on  others  who  are  suffer- 
ing quite  as  badly.  I  therefore  propose 
tolimit  it  as  much  as  possible.  Several 
witnesses  were  called  before  the  Royal 
Commission  to  prove  the  grievances  of 
different  classes  of  the  community,  and 
their  evidence  has  not  been  challenged. 
One  case  given  was  that  of  a  quarry 
owner  who,  for  sixteen  years,  had  paid 
hundreds  of  pou[ids  as  rates,  and  all  the 
while  had  got  nothing  out  of  his  quarry. 
Then  there  was  a  metropolitan  gas  com- 
pany which  complained  that  it  was  rated 
four  times  as  heavily  as  a  competing 
company  in  an  adjoining  union.  It  is 
obvious  that  people  are  suffering  from 

Sievances  which  require  to  be  redressed, 
r.  Cassels  was  the  only  lawyer  who 
gave  evidence  in  favour  of  the  parsons, 
and  they  made  the  most  of  him  and 
quoted  his  opinions,  although  he  chal- 
lenged the  views  of  all  the  judges  of  the 
Una.  "Wbat  did  he  say  t  He  gave  the 
case  of  a  shopkeeper  who  paid  £50  rates, 
and  was  doing  a  good  trade.  Next  door 
to  him  was  another  shopkeeper,  who, 
although  he  paid  the  same  amount  of 
rates,  was  making  practically  no  profit ; 
yet  there  was  no  distinction  drawn 
between  the  two ;  the  man  who  was 
practically  a  bui^iipt  had  to  pay  just 
as  much  as  the  man  who  was  thriving. 
I  do  not  see  exactly  how  this  illustration 


was  applicable  to  the  parson,  but  I  admit- 
it  shows  grievances  which  ought  to  be 
redressed.    What,  however,  I  would  like- 
to  point  out  is  that,  while  you  are  re- 
lieving the  parson,  you  are  increasing  th& 
rate  pavable  by  the  tradesman.  Now,, 
let  me  take  the  case  of  a  clergyman  who> 
is  receiving  £500  a  year  from  tithes. 
Upon  that  at  present  he  has  to  pay  £50 
in  rates.    Under  this  Bill  he  will  get  off" 
with  paying  £25.    Compare  his  case  with 
that  of  a  shopkeeper  who  is  rented  at 
£150.    As  the  rates  average  68.  or  7s.  in 
the  pound,  he  also  will  have  to  pay  £50^ 
He  possibly  finds  it  quite  as  much  as  he 
can  do  to  make  both  ends  meet ;  yet,  while- 
the  wealthy  clerg3nnian  is  to  get  his  rates- 
reduced  by  one  half,  the  burden  upon  the 
trader  is  to  be  ctmsiderably  increased 
in  order  to  make  up  the  £25  given  to  the- 
parson.  Ithink  that  that  is  exceedingly  un- 
fair,and  I  therefore  submit  that  myproposal 
to  limit  the  relief  to  clergymen  whose 
incomes  do  not  exceed  £200  is  in  no  way 
unjust.    Such  an  income  probably  repre- 
sents £150  net,  and  it  is  perhaps  unfair 
to  ask  the  recipient  to  pay  £20  or  £30 > 
in  rates  out  of  that.     You  ought  to 
relieve  him,   but  surely   there  is  no 
necessity  to  give  relief  to  the  man  who- 
is  in  receipt  of  £500.    This  is  a  Bill 
which  can  only  be  justified  on  the  plea  o£ 
urgency.    There  is  no  principle  of  rating 
laid  down  in  it,  and  there  is  no  real 
grievance  rodressed  ;  it  is  simply  a  rough- 
and-ready  method  of  meeting  an  emer- 
gency. The  only  possible  case  that  can  be 
made  out  for  this  Bill  is  the  one  of  poverty 
on  the  part  of  the  persons  to  whom  the 
relief  is  extended.    There  may  be  cases 
of  poverty  made  out  in  the  case  of  clergy- 
men whose  gross  tithe  is  under  £200,  but 
there  really  cannot  be  a  case  made  out 
for  giving  £50  a  year  to  a  clergyman 
who  is  in  receipt  of  £1,000  a  year.  On 
what  possible  grounds  could  a  grant  be 
made    out    of    the   pockets    of  the 
taxpayers  in  such  a  case  1   1  appeal 
to    the    House    of    Commons,    as  a 
matter  of  fair  play  to  the  thousands  of 
poor  shopkeepers  in  the  country  who  are 
sufl'ering  far  more  grievously,  that  their 
burdens  should  not  be  increased  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  the  rates  of  gentle- 
men who  are  in  receipt  of  large  incomes. 
It  is  an  exceedingly  unfair  proposition^ 
and  I  hope  the  House  of  Commons  will 
not  accede  to  it.  Rates  are  steadily  on  the 
increase,  and  if  the  House  passes  Bills  of 
this  character  they  will  continue  to 
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increase.  There  are  classes  in  the  com- 
munity which  deserve  quite  as  much  con- 
laderation  from  this  House  as  the  parsons 
■and  the  landlords,  and  therefore  I  do 
urge  that,  if  this  Bill  is  to  be  passed  at 

-  all,  it  should  be  passed  in  a  form  which 
will  limit  its  operation  to  real  cases  of 
distress,  and  will  not  relieve  the  burdens 

■  of  people  who  are  very  well  able  to  bear 
them.    I  beg  to  move  : 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  after  the  wonl  '  rent- 
chaige,'  to  insert  the  words,  '  under  the  valne 
•of  £200  a  year,'  and."-  {Mr.  Lloyd-George.) 


same  as  his  own  Amendment  eariier  on 
the  Paper,  which  is  clearer,  because  it 
defines  what  the  value  should  be.  Thia 
Amendment  leaves  it  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether  the  value  is  to  be  rateable  vpioe 
or  commuted  value.  If  we  abandoned 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  which  we  have 
declared  to  be  a  reform  of  local  taxation, 
and  accepted  the  view  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, this  Amendment  would  not  carry  out 
his  object,  and  limit  the  relief  to  the  poor 
clergy.  The  hon.  Member  entirely  ignores 
the  fact  that  the  limited  incomes  of  im- 
cumbents  are  made  up  from  various 
sources.    The  effect  of  the  Amendment 


would  be  most  inequitable  if  the  desire  is 
Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  j  to  give  relief  to  those  of  the  clergy  who 


proposed  be  there  inserted." 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  The  Amendment 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  just  moved, 
as  is  natural  with  regard  to  the  view  those 
who  act  with  him  have  lately  expressed, 
is  one  which  is  directed  against  the  whole 
principle  of  the  Bill.  The  hon.  Member 
has  endeavoured,  and  has  done  so  with 
^reat  ability,  to  maintain  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  measure  is  to  relieve  distress. 
Hon.  Members  are  perfectly  entitled  to 
hold  their  own  views  as  to  what  the  object 
is,  but  the  same  may  be  said  of  those 
who  are  responsible  for  the  measure. 
The  object  ascribed  by  the  hon.  Member 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  principle 
underlying  this  proposal.  It  is  true  that 
a  large  section  of  the  clergy  have  carried 
on  their  work  under  very  great  difficul- 
ties and  on  very  limited  incomes,  but  there 


are  less  well  off.  Take  the  ease  of  an 
incumbent  with  an  income  from  tithe  on 
its  commuted  value  of  X210  a  year.  This 
clergyman  would  be  outside  the  limit  of 
relief  proposed  in  the  Amendment. 
Another  incuml>ent  near  might  have  an 
income  of  £150  a  year  arising  from  tithe, 
but  this  income  might  be  added  to  from 
other  sources,  sncn  as  pew  rents,  etc., 
bringing  the  total  up  to  between  £300 
and  £400.  Under  the  hon.  Member's 
proposal  the  incumbent  with  the  lairger 
income  would  receive  relief,  while  the 
incumbent  with  £210  a  year  would 
be  excluded.  Therefore  the  poorer 
clei;gyman  would  get  no  relief.  The 
Government  cannot  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, because  it  would  be  unjust  in  its 
working.  It  would  at  the  same  time  be 
opposed  to  the  object  we  have  in  view — 
namely,  by  this  measure  to  initiate  a  sys- 
tem, which  we  hope  will  be  permanently 
adopted,  no  doubt,  in  a  modified  form. 


are,  as  the  hon.  Member  admitted,  many  |  with  regard  to  the  local  taxation  of  this 
other  people  who  do  that  But  people  [  countiy. 
■are  not  rated,  except  in  the  case  of  the 
■clergy  who  are  owners  of  tithe  rent-charge, 
on  their  income.  They  are  rated  on 
their  houses,  and  the  proposal  has  never 
been  made  that  a  man  should  be  rated 
moi;e  because  he  was  a  rich  man,  although 
he  lives  in  a  moderate  house.  It  is  be- 
cause the  system  under  which  the  owners 
of  tithe  are  rated  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Government,  imjust  and  requires  amend- 
ment that  the  Bill  has  been  introduced.  If 
the  Government  were  wiUing  to  adopt  the 
view  of  the  hon.  Member,  his  proposal 
would  not  meet  the  difficulty,  nor  would 
it  do  anything  to  meet  the  cases  where 
there  is  real  distress.  The  Amendment 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  moved  on 
-behalf  of  his  colleague  is  not  exactly  the 

Mr.  Lloyd-George. 


Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.)  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  declared  that  the  principle  of 
this  Bill  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
poverty  of  the  clergy.  I  hope  that  that 
will  be  borne  in  mind.  You  may  depend 
upon  it  that  it  is  only  a  sentiment  of 
sympathy  with  that  class  of  the  clergy 
who  are  really  impoverished  and  the 
feelings  which  have  been  aroused  in  their 
favour  which  form  the  slightest  justifica- 
tion for  this  Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man talks  of  the  principle  of  the  KIL 
Yes,  but  what  we  want  to  know  is  what 
is  the  justification  for  the  Bill  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made  some 
extraordinary  statements  on  this  subject 
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of  the  clergy  being  the  only  people 
-who  are  rated  on  their  incomes.  I  know 
-that  you  have  given  back  something  to 
the  landlords^  but  I  thought  that  the 
landlords  were  rated  on  the  income  de- 
rived from  land.  This  is  the  situation  of 
the  tithe-owner ;  he  is  precisely  in  the 
^ame  situation  as  to  the  maimer  in  which  : 
jhe  derives  his  income.  It  is  not  a  pro- 1 
fessional  income  at  all.  You  will  say  no 
doubt  it  is  a  justification  for  your  Bill  i 
that  you  have  already  mulcted  the  | 
general  public  for  the  benefit  of  one  class, ' 
and  that  that  is  a  justification  for  robbing 
the  general  public  in  favour  of  another 
class.  That  is  what  is  called  the  principle 
of  the  Bill.  Let  ua  examine  that  prin- 
ciple. You  committed  the  injustice  at 
that  time  under  the  pretence  of  poverty. 
Nobody  will  pretend  that  the  Agricul- 
tural Kates  Bill  was  not  passed  in  conse- 
4meDce  of  the  fall  in  the  price  of  produce. 
Now  you  are  going  to  do  the  same  thing 
for  another  class,  and  what  will  happen  1 
I  will  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  In 
every  rural  parish  of  this  country  there  will 
betwo  men  who  are  the  richest  men  in  that 
parish,  and  they  and  they  alone  will  receive 
from  the  pockets  of  the  public  this  dole. 
I  have  had  some  experience  of  country 
parishes,  and  I  know  that  those  two  per- 
sons are  the  squire  and  the  parson,  and 
those  are  the  two  men  who  will  only  pay 
half  their  rates.  That  is  the  principle 
of  the  Bill.  Now  we  understand  exactly 
what  it  is.  It  is  founded  upon  the  pro- 
position that  the  wealthiest  men  are  those 
vho  are  to  have  the  most  grant  out  of 
puUic  money.  It  is  siud  t£is  is  the  in- 
•come  of  the  clergy.  I  absolutely  contest 
that.  The  tithe  mis  never  been,  taken  as 
a  whole,  the  income  of  the  clergy,  either 
before  the  Reformation  or  since,  either 
before  the  Commutation  Act  of  1836  or 
since.  You  might  just  as  well  say  that 
of  a  man  who  has  £500  a  year  primarily 
and  nominally  paid  to  him,  but  which  is 
subject  to  a  mortgage  or  rent-charge,  or 
some  other  reduction  of  that  kind.  There- 
fore, it  is  perfectly  untrue  to  take  the 
tithe  rent-charge  and  say  that  is  the  in- 
come of  the  clergy.  It  never  was  at  any 
time.  Tithe  rent-charge  has  been  always 
■charged  with  the  rates,  and  with  the  sup- 
port of  the  poor  under  tbe  Act  of 
Elizabeth.  llterefore  the  principle  of 
your  Bill  is  founded  on  an  entire  fallacy. 
A  clergyman  with  an  income  of  £500  a 
year  never  was  entitled  to  £500  except 
subject  to  those  deductions.   The  case  is 


{Rates)  Bill.. 


334 


very  much  as  if  a  landowner  went  before 
the  overseers  and  said,  "The  rateable 
value  of  my  property  is  so  much, 
but  my  property  is  mortgaged  for  thrro- 
fourth«  of  its  value,  and  therefore  I 
ought  only  to  pay  one-fourth  of  the  rate." 
That  is  the  principle  of  your  Bill.  We 
hope  to  be  able  in  this  Committee — so 
long  as  we  are  pei-mitted  to  do  so — to 
make  the  country  understand  that  this  is 
the  principle,  and  I  think  the  more  it  is 
examined  the  more  it  will  be  found  to  be 
utterly  unjustifiable,  and  to  be  one  of  the 
worst  kinds  of  class  legislation,  of  legisla- 
tion which  is  taking  from  those  who  nave 
not  in  order  to  give  to  those  who  have. 
Because,  let  it  be  remembered,  the  poorer 
clergy  do  not,  generally  speaking,  derive 
b^efit  from  tithe.  Therefore  the  very 
scope  of  the  Bill,  in  dealing  with  tithe 
only  as  regards  the  clergy,  is  dealing  not 
universally,  but  generally,  with  the 
wealthier  cla^s  of  the  clergy.  That  is  a 
pi'oposition  of  wliich  anybody  who  has 
studied  the  question  will  be  perfectly  well 
aware.  I  saw  in  the  paper  to-day — I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  correct — that,  on 
dividing  the  sum  appropriated  to  incum- 
bendoi  in  England,  the  average  to  each 
incumbent  upon  a  division  woiud  be  £465 
a  year.  Of  course  that  means  that  a 
great  many  livings  must  be  very  much 
above  that  figure.  Do  you  really  believe 
you  can  justify  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  either  the  people  who  inhabit 
the  large  towns  or  those  in  the  country 
parishes,  this  picking  out  a  particular  class 
of  the  community  and  giving  to  them 
a  relief  to  which  on  any  soui.d  interpreta- 
tion of  law  they  are  not  and  never  were 
entitled  1  This  proposal  is  unjustifiable, 
because  it  relieves  the  clergy  of  a  pay- 
ment to  which  they  were  subject,  and 
which  they  have  always  taken  over  with 
their  livings,  and  the  clergy  had  no  right 
to  take  those  livings  except  under  such 
conditions.  1  support  the  Amendment 
of  my  hon.  friend  because  at  least  it  has 
something  to  justify  it,  and  that  is  the 
position  of  the  poorer  clergy.  That  is 
the  only  sort  of  justification  to  be  offered 
for  a  measure  of  this  character.  As  for 
taking  the  money  of  the  people  of  the 
towns  for  the  purpose  of  subsidising  the 
larger  incomes  of  the  wealthier  cmrgy, 
that  is  a  thing  which  cannot  be  justified 
for  a  moment.  We  are  uAd,  indeed,  that 
Parliament  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Church.  Convocation  has  told  us  that 
all  we  have  to  do  with  the  Church  is  to 
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rob  other  people  in  order  to  pay  her.  That 
is  said  to  be  the  province  of  Parliament  in 
relation  to  the  Church,  but  I  think  the 
Church  should  get  this  miserable  pittance 
from  other  sources.  This  money  is  not 
to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  and  those 
who  want  it,  but  is  ta  1)6  thrown  broad- 
cast for  people  to  scramble  for  without 
any  regam  to  whether  it  is  going  to  do 

food  in  a  puticular  place  where  it  is  to 
e  given,  or  to  a  particular  person  on 
whom  it  is  to  bestowed.  That,  I  venture 
to  say,  is  repugnant  to  the  common  sense 
and  the  sentiment  of  common  justice  of 
the  country,  and  I  shall  certainly  support 
the  Amendment  of  mv  hon.  friend. 


Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil)  :  I  desire  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment. We  are  told  that  this  question  has 
nothing  to  do  with  charity,  but  that  it  is 
a  case  of  justice ;  that  it  is  not  a  question 
of  dealing  with  the  poverty  of  the  clergy, 
but  it  is  simply  to  remove  an  injustice  in 
the  rating  ol  the  tithe  rent-char^.  What 
I  should  Tike  to  know  is,  if  it  is  an  in- 
justice to  rate  the  tithe  rent-charge 
belonging  to  the  clergy,  whv  is  it  not  .an 
equal  injustice  to  rate  t^e  tithe  rent- 
charge  which  goes  to  colleges  and  schools  T 
There  can  be  no  question  about  it  that  the 
rating  of  the  tithe  rent-charge  payable  to 
colleges  and  schools  has  reduced  the 
amount  of  money  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  devoted  to  scholarships  and 
fellowships.  We  are  told  that  this  is  an 
act  of  justice  and  not  an  act  of  charity, 
but  I  want  to  know  why  the  tithe  ren^ 
charge  of  schools  and  colleges  is  not  also 
dealt  with  at  the  same  time  1  It  has 
been  stated  that  personal  incomes  are  not 
rated,  but  I  know  from  personal  ex- 
perience that  in  Moimiouthshire  colliery 
owners  have  had  to  pay  8(1.  a  ton  as 
a  charge  upon  the  coal  even  when  they 
have  been  producing  coal  at  a  loss.  I 
to  move : 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment — 

"After  the  word  'the'  to  insert  the  word 
*  commuted '"—(Jf''.  D.  A.  Thomas.) 

Question,  "  That  the  word  '  commuted  ' 
be  there  inserted,"  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Melton) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
has  told  us  that  this  would  affect  the 

Sir  WilHam  ffarcowi. 
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principle  of  the  Bill.    I  do  not  see  that  it 
can  affect  the  principle  of  his  measure  if 
that  principle  be  to  give  relief  to  those 
who  need  it  most.    My  hon.  friend  below 
me  has  said  that  if  this  is  the  prindf^ 
surely  it  should  be  made  permanent^  and 
not  established  only  for  two  years.    If  it 
is  intended  as  a  reform  of  local  taxation, 
why  not  introduce  a  Bill  affecting  all 
tithe-payers  and  not  one  particular  claas  f 
If  this  be  an  injustice  it  nas  been  going 
on  for  sixty-three  years,  and  no  attempt 
has  ever  been  made  to  remedy  it.  This 
Amendment  asks  that  relief  be  given  to 
those  who  need  it.    I  have  in  my  band  a 
list  of  livings  in  which  the  tithes  are  con- 
siderably more  than  £250.    There  is  a 
living  in  a  parish  in  Dorset  with  a  com- 
muted tithe  charge  of  ^£1,600,  and  you 
are  going  to  relieve  a  clergyman  with  that 
income  of  half  his  rates.    Can  it  be 
seriously  urged  that  any  reform  of  local 
taxation — which,  Ipresume,  means  placing 
taxation  on  the  shoulders  of  those  best 
able  to  bear  it — would  relieve  a  man  with 
an  income  of  £1,500  a  year  ?  Then 
there   is    the    li^nng    of  Hatfield, 
a      very      historic      parish,  which 
contains      the      residence      of  the 
Prime  Minister,  which  has  a  commuted 
tithe  rent  of  £1,876,  and  the  rector  is  to 
have  half  his  rates  paid.    Osn  it  be  said 
that  these  gentlemen  are  more  imduly 
burdened  tban  other  ratepayers!  The 
proposals  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Memlwr  for  West  Monmouthshire 
operated  in  favour  of  the  poor,  but  you 
are  giving  relief  to  gentlemen  with  in- 
comes of  over  £1,000.    It  would  have 
been  thought  that  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, as  representing  the  Church,  would 
have  limited  this  refief  to  the  necessitous 
clergj-men.     ^yhy,  one  would  imagine 
that  the  Treasury  had  a  kind  of  gold 
mine,  from  which  they  were  scattering 
gold  all  over  the  countrv.     The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  fen-  the  Wood- 
bridge   Division  said   that  there  were 
seventy  living  in  the  Diocese  of  Nor- 
wich   with    mcomes    less    than  £100 
a   year.      Very    well.      There  yoo 
have   a   place  where   you    could  re- 
lieve necessitous  clergymen  ;  but  surelv 
it  cannot  bo  said  that  you  are  relievii^ 
necessitous   clergymen    when  you  are 
relieving  gentlemen  with  incomes  of  over 
£1,000  a  year,    I  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  this  c^uestion  :  Does  be 
think  that  in  rural  ponshes  it  will  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Church  that  rotepayen 
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Bhould  be  compelled  to  pay  half  the  rates 
of  clergymen  with  incomes  ten  times 
greater  than  their  own?  Nothing  will 
Arouse  greater  hostility  in  the  rural 
parishes,  and  the  clergy  know  it  Why 
■did  not  the  Lower  House  of  Convocation 
thank  you  for  your  Bill  the  other 
day  1  Why,  they  hardly  accepted  it,  and 
the  previous  question  was  only  negatived 
by  one  vote.  Nothing  is  more  calculated 
to  make  the  ratepayers  smart  under  a 
sense  of  injustice  and  to  raise  hostility  to 
the  Church.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
jnan  will  see  the  force  of  this  Amend- 
ment. This  is  only  a  temporary  measure ; 
it  is  not  to  be  put  on  the  Statute  Book 
^  a  permanent  measure  of  local  taxation. 
Let  it  therefore  relieve  those  necessitous 
-clergymen,  and  not  ask  the  taxpayers  to 
pay  for  clergymen  with  la^  incomes. 


Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES:  I  hardly 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
grasps  the  point  that  lies  at  the  base  of 
my  hon.  friend's  Amendment  or  the  obser- 
vations of  my  right  hon.  friend.  The  Ques- 
tion we  want  an  answer  to  is  this  :  Why 
are  you  drawing  a  distinction  between  one 
class  of  tithe  rent  owners  and  another 
class  ?  We  could  understand  it  if  in 
response  to  the  numerous  representar 
tions  which  clergymen  have  made  to  you 
■since  you  came  into  office  you  said  :  "  Yes, 
you  are  valuable  supporters  of  the 
present  Government,  and  we  will  do  what 
we  can  to  help  you  in  your  distressed  con- 
dition." We  could  understand  then  why 
on  the  basis  of  this  interim  Report  you 
are  asking  that  some  relief  should  be 
^ven  to  necessitous  clemmien.  But  that 
IS  not  what  you  have^one.  You  have 
brought  in  a  Bill  based,  not  on  the  parti- 
cular circumstances  of  any  class  of  tithe 
receivers,  not  on  the  necessitiesof  the  clergy, 
but  on  some  injustice  discovered  with  re- 
regard  to  the  incidence  of  local  taxation. 
I  challenge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
-why,  if  it  is  just  to  pay  half  the  rates  of 
a  tithe  rent-charee  owner  who  happens  to 
be  a  beneficed  clergyman,  it  is  not  also 
just  to  pay  half  the  rates  of  the  descen- 
dants of  the  men  who  bought  tithes  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VUI. 


♦The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  now  discussing  an  Amendment  of 
his  own  which  appears  later  on  Uie 
Paper. 

VOL.  LXXIV.    Fourth  Skries. 


Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES :  I  was  only 
replying  to  the  observations  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  have  no  desire  to 
raise  the  general  question.  When  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  challenged  on 
the  pecuniary  limit,  he  replies  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  justice,  and  that  it  does  not 
matter  whether  the  clergy  are  paid  a  large 
sum  or  not.  If  that  is  the  principle,  why 
do  you  not  relieve  the  colleges  and 
private  persons  who  are  owners  of  tithe 
renti  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
that  in  the  case  of  colleges  the  tithe  rent 
is  income ;  but  where  in  law  can  he  find  a 
distinction  between  a  tithe  rent  charge 
paid  to  a  clergyman  and  a  tithe  rent- 
charge  paid  to  a  college  1  Why  is  it 
income  in  one  case  and  not  in  the  other? 
I  deny  that  it  is  income — it  has  always 
been  treated  as  property.  I  submit 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
his  answer  has  not  met  the  point. 
He  has  not  shown  us  any  real 
logical  ground  for  distinguishing  between 
the  clergy  and  other  tithe  rent-chai:ge 
owners.  If  he  says  that  he  is  not 
animated  with  a  desire  to  assist  the 
clergy,  I  will  only  reply  that  that  is  con- 
trary to  many  of  the  declarations  made 
by  Ministers. 

*Mr.  perks  (Lincolnshire,  Louth) :  I 
think  it  is  perfectly  patent,  whatever  may 
be  the  reasons  adduced  by  Ministers  of 
the  Grown  in  this  House,  that  this  Bill 
can  only  in  justice  be  based  on  the  theory 
which  the  country  entertains,  namely,  that 
the  necessitous  clergy  alone  should  receive 
assistance  from  it  That  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  only  defensible  view  to  take  in 
favour  of  this  measure.  It  is  somewhat 
significant  that  in  the  course  of  this  Debate 
not  a  single  Tory  Member  has  spoken  in 
defence  of  this  extraordinary  measure, 
and  that  is  not  surprising,  considering 
that  many  hon.  Members  opposite  repre- 
sent great  democratic  constituencies  such 
as  Manchester,  Leicester,  Sheffield,  and 
other  great  towns.  The  Bill  has  been 
repudiated  by  the  Ministerial  candidates 
at  a  recent  dection.  A  year  or  two 
ago  we  had  a  similar  measure  for  assut- 
ing  the  clergy  of  this  country  by  grant- 
ing large  subsidies  to  their  sectarian 
schools.  A  very  respected  and  worthy 
member  of  this  House  representing  an 
East  End  constituency  then  told  us  that 
it  was  his  habit  whenever  a  clergyman 
approached  his  platform  to  gently  push 
him  oflT.    After  this  Bill  passes  there  will 
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be  many  hon.  Members  who  will  desire 
to  push  the  parson  off  their  platforms. 
The  object  of  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
friend  is  to  pronde  that  this  relief  or 
just  payment,  which  ever  it  may  be  called, 
should  be  granted  to  the  poorer  clergy, 
and  that  the  richer  clergy  should  not 
receive  this  benefaction  out  of  the  public 
purse,  which  benefactions,  I  may  remind 
the  Committee,  will  he  taken  out  of  the 
important  and  useful  grants  which 
the  county  councils  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  applying  for  various  purposes  in 
counties  and  county  boroughs.  We 
must  not  forget,  as  indeed  has  been 
admitted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture,  that  the  clergy 
have  various  other  sources  of  income  which 
supplement  what  undoubtedly  in  many 
oases  are  very  small  stipends.  I  observe 
that  in  the  ancient  times  to  which  the 
interim  Keport  of  the  Commission 
refers  the  oblations  were  subject  to  rates. 
But  although  oflftTtories,  pew-  rents, 
and  the  benefactions  of  generous  par- 
ishioners which  come  now  and  then  in  the 
way  of  the  clergy  are  sources  of  income, 
none  of  these  are  subject  to  local  taxation. 
There  is  a  church  down  on  the  coast  of 
Kent,  well  known  to  many  Members  of 
the  House — the  church  of  the  Parish  of 
Lydd,  coimectcd  with  the  great  church  of 
Canterbury.  The  revenue  of  the  clergy- 
man of  that  church  includes  the 
commuted  t  the  £1,381.  But  that  is 
not  the  only  source  of  income  of  the 
incumttent.  He  receives  a  very  large 
grant  from  the  Government  in  respect  of 
the  troops  who  are  marched  to  his 
church  from  the  neighbouring  camp  of 
Lydd.  Then,  although  the  tithe  is 
commuted  at  £1,381,  he  is  allowed  an 
enormous  percentage  of  deductions  twjfore 
arriving  at  the  assessable  value,  which 
amounts  to  only  £767,  or  little  more  than 
half  of  the  total  of  the  commuted  value 
of  the  tithe  rent-charge.  On  what  prin- 
ciple of  justice  are  the  farmers — who  are 
very  heavily  taxed  for  the  tithe  in  the 
adjoining  Bomney  Marshes — to  con- 
tribute their  proportion  of  the  additional 
£50  a  year  presented  out  of  this  fund 
to  the  parish  clergyman  of  Lydd  1  In 
the  next  parish  of  Midley  there  is  an  old 
ruin.  No  church  exists  at  all.  There  is 
merely  the  gable  end  of  an  old  church, 
Mr,  Perks. 


which  has  been  in  ruins  for  three  hundred 
or  four  hundred  years.  The  tithes  of 
that  parish  are  now  handed  over  to 
the  rich  neighbouring  parish  of  Folke- 
stone. It  is  a  ludicrous  conception  of  thia 
Bill  when  such  instances  as  I  have  quoted 
are  adduced  to  describe  it  as  doing  justice. 
Now,  I  have  had  letters  from  several 
clergymen  in  the  division  of  Lincoln- 
shire which  I  represent  asking  me  to 
support  this  Bill.  I  have  not  the  honour 
to  be  supported  by  many  clergymen. 
In  my  division  of  Lincolnshire,  out 
of  seventy-six  clergymen  seventy-two  are 
my  political  opponents.  Of  the  remain- 
ing four  three  have  written  to  me  to  ask 
me  to  vote  for  this  Bill,  but  two  of  them 
have  discovered  since  they  wrote  me  that 
they  wrote  me  under  a  complete  halluci- 
nation, and  that  the  Bill  wUl  give  them 
no  relief  at  all.  One  finds  that  his  bene- 
fice, which  is  attached  to  one  of  the 
Cambridge  colleges,  does  not  come  under 
the  Bill.  If  the  Bill  had  been  based  ou 
the  principle  of  justice  surely  a  college 
living  would  have  been  given  some  relief. 
Take  another  case.  There  is  a  rich 
living  in  my  division  where  the  un- 
unfortunate  clergyman  did  a  very 
foolish  thing — he  bought  the  liWng.  I 
have  done  my  very  best  for  some  years 
past  to  help  him,  as  a  benevolent  friend 
of  the  clergy,  over  the  various  quagmires 
into  which  he  evei^  now  and  a,^n  gets 
plunged.  His  living  is  what  is  culed  ' 
sequestrated,  and  the  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  has  put  in  some  legal  functionaiy 
who  seems  to  be  kept  a  sort  of  an  appen- 
dage to  the  Bishop  ;  and  that  man  is  now 
in  charge  of  the  spiritual  interests  of  this 
parish.  The  poor  rector  or  vicar  is  a  waif 
and  stray,  wandering  from  one  end  of  the 
countrj'  to  the  other  trying  to  earn  a  pre- 
carious living  as  locum  tenens.  ^\'Den 
the  Bill  was  introduced  he  thought 
ho  was  in  sight  of  the  Land  of 
Goshen,  and  pictured  himself  back 
again  in  his  happy  living  ;  but  now  I 
am  told  the  Bill  does  not  apply  to  livings 
which  have  been  sequedtratra,  and  where 
the  person  in  charge  of  the  spiritual 
interests  of  the  parish  happens  to  be  in 
the  position  of  a  receiver 

Mr.  LONG:  It  will  apply  just  the 
same. 


*Mr.  PEKKS  :  Well,  he  has  Uken  legal 
advice. 
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Mr.  long  :  That  is  another  thing. 

*Mr.  PERKS:  The  advice  is  not 
mine.  I  am  not  learned  in  ecclpsiastical 
law.  But  he  has  taken  the  advice  of 
some  learned  chancellor  or  legal  func- 
tionary, and  he  is  told  that  he  will 
still  have  to  wander  like  a  spiritual 
Arab  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
country  and  that  he  would  get  no  relief. 
There  is  only  one  other  clei^man  who 
seems  to  be  a  beneficiary  un^r  the  Act 
who  has  appealed  to  me  to  support 
it.  His  income  is  .£600  a  year.  His 
ancestors  bought  the  living,  which  has 
been  gently  handed  down  from  father 
to  son,  and  I  suppose,  unless  the  law  is 
altered,  that  will  go  on  for  ever.  His 
income,  as  I  have  said,  is  £600  a  year. 
He  is,  I  believe,  an  eloquent  preacher, 
but  his  conp;r^tion  is  smalt.  That  is  no 
fault  of  his,  because  the  bulk  of  his 
parishioners  are  dissenters.  His  col- 
lections are  also  small,  averaging  less 
than  2s.,  and  his  congregation  is  less 
than  twelve.  On  what  grounds  of  justice 
—and  this  Bill  is  put  before  us  purely  as 
an  act  of  justice — is  this  gentleman  to 
get  a  benefaction  of  £30  a  year  ?  I 
do  not  think  we  are  asking  anything  at 
all  unreasonable  in  suggesting  that  this 
measure  should  be  confined  to  the  poor 
and  necessitous  clergy  whose  commuted 
tithe  rent-charge  stands  at  the  figure  of 
£200  a  year.  I  beg  to  support  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  friend. 

Ck)LONEL  WELBY  (Taunton) :  I  wish 
to  challenge  a  statement  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  and  by 
several  other  hon.  Members  at  a  previous 
stage  of  this  Bill,  that  the  tithes  when 
originaUy  given  were  given  partly  to  the 
support  of  the  poor.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  used  that  as  an  argument  for 
voting  against  the  Second  Reading. 

*The  chairman  :  That  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  Amendment 
before  the  Committee. 


Mr.  WARNER  (Stafford,  Lich6eld) : , 
There  has  been  a  very  extraordiTiary  ' 
defence  made  by  the  Government  in  their 
opposition  to  this  Amendment.  I  am  not 
at  all  surprised  that  the  Minister  for 
Agriculture  is  the  only  person  on  that 
side  of  the  House  who  speaks  iu  favour  of  ^ 


the  Government  proposal  and  against  the 
Amendment,  because  votes  are  very 
seldom  looked  at  by  constituents,  but 
speeches  are  ;  and  speeches  in  the  House 
of  Commons  in  favour  of  this  Bill  would 
probably  he  exceedingly  unpopular. 
Therefore  it  is  not  surprising  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  are  maintaming  a  discreet 
silence  on  the  subject. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  The  hon.  Member 
should  not  judge  other  people's  con- 
stituencies from  his  own. 

Mr.  WARNER :  By  what  other  standard 
should  I  judge  them  than  by  that  of 
my  own  constituency,  especially  when 
mine  contains  rather  more  than  the 
average  number  of  clergy  ;  and,  therefore, 
I  am  still  more  surprised  at  the  interrup- 
tion. What  I  want  to  know  is  the 
extraordinary  principle  that  the  Bill  is 
run  on.  It  is  called  justice ;  but  the 
only  case  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Minister  for  Agriculture  gave  was 
where  a  benefice  got  £210  a  year  from 
the  tithe  rent -charge,  and  under  this 
Amendment  it  would  not  be  excluded, 
but  if  the  next  living  had  only  £150  a 
year  from  tithe  rent -charge  and  £200 
a  year  from  other  sources  of  income  it 
would  be  excluded.  That  is  an  exceed- 
ingly go*xi  reason  for  saying  that  where 
the  whole  income  of  the  living  exceeds 
£200  it  should  not  be  exempted,  and  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  accept  that 
proposition  surely  there  is  ability  suffi- 
cient on  either  side  of  the  House  to  draft 
Amendments  to  meet  the  difficulty ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  where  the  whole  income  of 
the  benefice,,  including  the  value  of  the 
house,  does  not  exceed  £200,  the  clergy 
should  get  advantage  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
that  we  ought  not  to  curtail  the  extent  of 
the  Bill  to  prevent  the  relief  of  the  richer 
clergy,  because  that  would  be  very  un- 
popular. Well,  I  will  take,  not  his  own 
county,  or  even  the  county  of  Stnfibrd 
with  which  I  am  connected,  or  the  City 
of  ^stol,  but  the  poorer  places  in  those 
agricultural  districts  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Minister  for  Agriculture  is  so 
anxious  to  relieve  and  where  he  did  somuch 
for  the  landlords.  Take  Somersetshire, 
where  the  rates  amount  to  £11,000, 
or  the  more  grievous  case,  the  county  of 
Essex,  where  the  land  is  going  i>ut  of 
cultivation  because  of  the  difficulty  of 
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paying  the  high  rates.  Surely  that  is  a 
county  where  something  should  be  done 
to  alleviate  the  hardships  of  the  poorer 
clerga'.  But  if  you  leave  the  Bill  as  it 
stands,  and  do  not  cut  off  the  relief  to  the 
richer  parsons,  you  increase  the  rates  in 
Essex  to  the  extent  of  £1,500  a  year— 
and  that  in  a  county  that  is  going  out  of 
cultivation  because  the  rates  and  taxes  are 
so  high  upon  it  at  present !  That  is  a  very 
serious  case  and  one  which  agricultural 
Members  in  this  House  ought  to  think 
seriously  about,  before  they  vote  for  this 
haphazard  addition  to  the  revenues  of  the 
Church  of  England  and  for  putting  an 
additional  burden  on  the  ratepayers  of 
the  countrj'.  It  may  be  said,  "  You  ought 
not  to  want  to  reduce  it,  because  it  is 
already  such  a  small  sum — only  £86,000 
a  year."  Yes,  but  that  is  a  veiy  large 
sum.  I  will  put  it  in  this  way.  You  are 
adding  at  one  swoop,  out  of  the  unwilling 
ratepayers'  pockets,  30  per  cent,  to  the 
endowments  of  the  Church  during  the 
last  200  years.  That  is  too  much  to 
give  to  rich  persons.  I  should  not 
object  if  this  Bill  had  proper  safe- 
guards such  as  is  proposed  by  this 
Amendment,  in  order  to  ensure  that  all 
the  money  that  you  give  goes  to  the 
needy  parsons  who  have  a  diflficulty  to 
nu^e  both  ends  meet — either  to  the  poor 
men  who  are  working  in  our  great  towns 
for  a  miserable  pittance  of  less  than  £1 00  a 
year,  or  to  those  engaged  in  the  country 
districts  who  have  not  enough  to  keep 
their  houses  in  a  proper  state  of  repair — 
but  you  give  this  money  to  those  clergy- 
men whose  living  is  worth  £1,000,  and  in 
some  cases  £2,000,  who  are  perfectly  able 
to  take  care  of  themselves.  I  hope  to 
liear  somebody  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  give  some  reason  why  you  should 
tax  the  poor  to  suluidise  the  rich  cler^ 
of  this  country.  I  trust  that  later  on,  if 
not  to-day,  this  Bill  wiU  be  so  curtailed 
as  to  avoid  this  great  injustice. 

*SlR  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.) ;  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  the 
general  question  of  the  Bill  on  this 
Amendment.  The  Amendment  itself  is 
sufficiently  serious,  not  only  for  the 
matter  which  it  contains,  but  also  for  the 
declaration  which  the  ftlinister  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  has  made,  and  which  has  been 
already  powerfully  emphasised  by  my 
right  non.  friend  the  Member  for  West 
^nmouth.  The  Minister  in  chaive 
of  the  Bill,  said  that  it  was  entirely 
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a  Bill  to  be  looked  at  in  the  light  of  jus- 
tice, totally  irrespective  of  the  means  or 
the  position  of  the  persons  receiving  the 
grant.  (Ministerial  cheers.^  That  senti- 
ment was  cheered — that  it  is  the  abstract 
right  of  the  tithe-owner  who  pays  rates 
to  have  hfdf  his  rates  paid  to  him  because 
it  is  professional  income.  How  do«  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  apply  that  prin- 
ciple ? 


Mr.  long  :  I  stated  that  no  case  had 
been  brought  forward  by  the  Opposition 
I  to  meet  the  challenge  we  had  given — 
I  namely,  that  a  clergyman  is  ratra  upon 
his  income  at  a  higher  rate  than  anybody 
!  else's  income.    I  did  not  use  the  words 
"  pnrfesaional  income." 

*Sni  H.  H.  FOWLER :  I  will  take  the 

word  "  professional "  out,  but  I  do  not 
see  exactly  the  force  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  argument,  if  it   does  not 
apply  in  the  sense  in  which  I  apply  it — 
viz.,  that  the  tithe-owner  is  to  be  relieved 
from  the  payment  of  his  rates  under  the 
circumstances  stated.    The  relief  is  to  be 
given  in  both  cases  in  the  same  way.  I 
will  put  it  in  a  concrete  form.  I  wilt  take 
Amersham,  in  Buckinghamshire.  The 
net  amount  of  the  tithe  in  Amersham  is 
£1,160  a  year.    The  rates  are  paid  by 
the  landlord,  and  they  were  £286,  and 
there  was  awarded  to  the  clerical  tithe- 
owner  at  Amersham  a  rent-charge  of 
£1,500  a  year,  which  covers  both  his 
titho    and    rates.       If    we    go  to 
WiltsJ^ire,  there  is  a  very  strong  case  in 
the  parish  of  Melkaham.  There  the  tithe  is 
£976  4s.  4d.,  the  rates  were  £178  28.  8d., 
and  the  rent-charge  is  £1,278  8s.  lOd.  If  I 
go  to  Mold  in  Flintshire,  I  find  the  tithe 
IS  £1,314,  t^e  rates  £270,  and  the  tithe 
rent-charge  £1,645.     I  want  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  tell  the  Committee 
where  is  the  justice  of  taking  public 
money,  raised  by  the  general  taxation 
of  the  country,  in  order  to  make  a 
present  to  gentlemen  receiving  incomes 
of  between  £1,000  and  £2,000  a  year. 
It  is  idle  to  say  that  the  case  for  the  Bill 
is  not  based  upon  the  poor  clergy.  Were 
it  not  so  the  BiJl  would  be  laughed 
out  of  the  House  of  Commons.    I  think 
the  poor  clergy  have  a  very  strong  case. 
I  said  so  on  the  Se  cond  Heading,  but  I 
do  not  think  this  is  the  proper  way  to 
meet  it ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  it  is  a 
radically   wrong    way.     Is   it  right 
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to  give  this  relief  to  a  man 
who  is  receiving  an  income — 
yavL  may  call  it  a  professional 
income  or  an  income  from  property—of 
£1,600,  £1,700,  or  £1,800  a  year,  and 
say  to  the  urban  taxpayers  or  the  rural 
taxpayers  that  that  man  has  a  right  to 
have  one-half  of  his  rates  paid  out  of 
the  general  taxation  ?  I  shall  support 
this  Amendment  on  the  principle  that  if 
this  Bill  is  passed  it  should  be  confined 
to  the  poor  clergy,  to  the  people  who  are 
necessitous,  andthat  the  money  proposed 
to  be  voted  should  not  be  lavished  as  it 
was  under  the  Agricultural  Eating  Act, 
when  you  gave  the  owners  of  very  valu- 
able land  in  large  towns  the  same  contri- 
bution that  you  gave  to  the  poor  land- 
owners like  those  of  Essex.  Hon.  Gen- 
tlemen are  the  best  judges  of  their  own 
business,  and  they  know  whether  this  is 
a  happy  precedent  to  follow  now.  At  all 
events,  we  know  now  that  what  we  are 
going  to  divide  upon  is  not  the  merits  of 
the  Bill,  or  whether  this  is  a  right  mode 
of  giving  relief — that  was  decided  on  the 
Second  Reading  issue — butweare  going  to 
divide  upon  thequestion,  Isit  rightor  wrong 
that  this  relief  should  be  confined  to  those 
who  deserve  it,and  not  given  to  those  who 
are  far  better  able  to  do  without  it  than 
the  vast  masses  of  the  people  ) 

Mr.  long  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  asked  a  question,  and,  after  the 
manner  of  the  Opposition,  he  has  selected 
for  himself  and  for  them  what  the  issue 
before  the  Committee  shall  be ;  and 
naturally  be  has  placed  the  question  in  a 
light  which  will  m  most  agreeable  to  Ms 
friends.  But  I  again  repeat  what  I  said 
before,  that  as  it  is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's undoubted  right  to  give  his  own 
description  of  the  issue  before  the  Cora- 
^littee,  so  it  is  undoubtedly  the  right 
of  those  of  us  who  are  responsible  for  the 
Bill  to  put  the  issue  before  the  Committee 
as  it  appears  to  us.  Certainly  it  is  not 
as  described  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  quoted  certain  cases  from  a  Parlia- 
mentary Return  in  which  additions  were 
made.  That  has  nothing  to  do,  as  far  as 
we  are  able  to  see,  with  the  line  which  is 
to  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  payment  of 
rates.  The  additions  in  respect  of  rates 
affect  only  the  sum  which  has  been 
already  agreed  upon  by  private  arrange- 
ment between  the  tithe-owner  and  the 
tithepayer  previous  to  the  Tithe  Com- 
mutation Act  of  1836.   The  effect  of  that 


Act  is  to  rectify  in  some  cases,  to  vary  in 
others,  but  to  make  permanent  in  all,  the 
arrangements  arrived  at  previously  be- 
tween   the   two    parties  —  the  tithe - 
owner   and    the    tithe  -  payer.  The 
difference  in  the  amounts  referred  to  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  accounted  for 
by  the  additions  made  in  those  cases 
where  the  bargain  is  regarded  by  the 
Commissioners  as  a  bad  one  to  the  tithe- 
owner,  or  by  deductions  made  in  the 
other  cases  where  the  bargain  is  thought 
to  be  unfait  to  the  tithe-payer.  Whether 
the  rates  are  high  or  low  in  no  way 
affects  the  question  now  under  considera- 
,  tion,  but  solely  the  property  of  the  tithe- 
'  owner  as  fixed  before  the  passing  of  the 
I  Act  and  subsequently  confirmed  by  the 
'  Act.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  the  cases  he  referred  to  could  be 
'  quoted  to  any  extent ;  it  is  true,  because 
these  arrangements  were  made  previous 
!  to  1836  in  50  per  cent,  of  the  cases.  The 
question  is  asked,  Are  you  going  to  give 
this  relief  to  a  man  whose  income  is  from 
£1,000  to  £1,200  a  year,  the  same  as  to 
'  a  man  whose  income  is  between  £200  and 
'  £300  a  yearl  My  reply  is  "  Yes."  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asks  the  reason  why,  and, 
although  I  stated  it  before,  I  have  no 
j  objection  to  state  it  again.    The  position 
of  the  owner   of    tithe  rent-charge  to 
I  whom  this  Bill  applies  as  a  ratepayer  is 
\  one,  we  contend,  of  injustice,  comparing 
,  him  with  other  ratepayers  in  the  same 
\  position  in  regard  to  the  property  on 
\  which  they  are  rated.     In  the  case  of 
the  majority  of  onlinary  ratepayers  their 
rates  amount  to  1  or  2  per  cent,  of  tiieir 
incomes,  whereas  the  owner  of  tithe  rent- 
charge  pays  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent. 
That  is  the  reason  why  we  say  that, 
'  whether  the  income  is  great  or  small,  it 
is  just  that  Parliament,  if  we  are  deal- 
ing with  a  reform  of  this  question,  should 
deal  with  it  as  a  whole,  and  not  limit  it 
in  the  maimer  indicated  by  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  ASQUITH(Fife,E.):  If  the  argu- 
ment the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  just 

used  is  the  argument  on  which  the 
Government  are  going  to  defend  theil* 
proposals,  I  should  like  to  put  to  him 
once  more  a  question  which  has  already 
been  asked  more  than  once — namely,  why, 
if  this  is  going  to  be  a  complete  and  logical 
measure,  do  you  not  give  the  same  re- 
lief to  a  person  who  has  exactly  the  same 
claim  to  it,  the  lay  impropriator  of  tithes  \ 
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He  derives  his  income  from  precisely  the 
same  source  as  the  beneficed  clergy,  and 
he  is  rated  in  respect  of  his  income  upon 
the  same  excessive  scale  as  the  clergy- 
man is.  If,  therefore,  that  is  ground  for 
granting  relief  in  the  one  case,  it  is  oh- 
viously  ground  for  granting  relief  in  the 
other.  It  is  totally  impossible  to  repre- 
sent this  measure  as  anything  but  an 
illogical  and  half-hearted  scheme.  There 
is  one  other  question  I  should  like  to  put 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  reference 
to  the  argument  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Wolverhampton.  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  what 
he  conceives  to  be  the  income  of  the 
tithe-owner  the  day  before  the  commuta- 
tion. The  income  received  by  the  parson 
is  the  amount  of  the  composition,  and  not 
one  halfpenny  more,  and  therefore  it  is  a 
complete  fallacy  to  treat  the  sum  awarded 
at  the  time  of  the  commutation,  which 
included  the  gross  payments  in  respect  of 
rates  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  the 
net  income  ho  has  been  receiving  before,- 
as  though  that  were  or  ever  has  oeen  the 
income  of  the  parson. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton) :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  asked  the  Committee 
to  confine  their  attention  to  the  principle 
of  this  !Kllt  and  I  think  we  should  better 
understand  the  principle  if  we  keep  out 
of  mind  altogether  the  fact  that  it  has 
anything  to  do  with  the  clergy.  What  is 
the  principle  of  rating  1  Rating  has 
simply  to  do  with  property ;  it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  incomes  of  the 
people  who  pay  the  rates.  The  principle 
of  rating  hu  nothing  in  the  world  to  do 
with  any  argument  about  income.  That 
is  quite  beside  the  mark.  The  arrange- 
ment is  that  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
cost  of  bearing  the  public  burdens  should 
be  raised  from  land,  and  that  that  propor- 
tion should  be  the  first  charge  on  the 
land — as  upon  ail  other  property.  So 
th'at  in  the  case  of  the  tithe  rent  payer,  if 
he  paid  £100  a  year  for  rates  and  received 
£300  for  tithe,  he  never  received  £400  a 
year,  his  income  was  £.300,  the  £  1 00  being 
simply  taken  as  first  charge  for  the  public 
burden.  Theratehaspurelytodowithhow 
much  is  it  fair  to  raise  from  certain  classes 
of  property  to  meet  the  public  burden. 
There  is  a  very  important  principle  in- 
vcdved  in  the  Bill — one  which  will  deeply 
stir  the  mind  of  the  public  when  once  it 
is  realised — and  that  is,  whether  or  not 
you  should  shift  a  certain  portion  of  the 
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burden  which  has  hitherto  been  borne  by 
land  from  land  to  other  kinds  of  property  _ 
or  taxation.  It  is  not  a  question  of ' 
whether  we  should  relieve  the  clergy,  or 
whether  they  pay  in  rates  a  larger  or  a 
smaller  proportion  of  their  income  than 
others.  The  question  is :  Shall  land  pa^ 
such  a  proportion  towards  the  pubhc 
burdens  %  You  are  touching  one  of  the 
most  important  principles  of  English  law, 
the  disturbance  of  which  will  shatter  the 
Party  opposite.  Recent  elections  prove 
this.  Nothing  has  stirred  the  heart  of 
the  people  more  than  the  feeling  that  the 
land  does  not  now  bear  its  fair  share  of 
the  burden.  In  the  face  of  these  facts,  is 
it  not  trivial  to  base  this  measure  upon  a 
principle  ?  Would  it  not  be  politic  to 
base  it  upon  temporary  expediency  f  The 
whole  Bill  has  that  aspect.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  for  three  years  only ;  secondly, 
it  affects  half  the  rates.  Why .  not  the 
whole  or  three-fourths  1 

*The  CHA  IRMAN  :  Order,  order  ! 
The  hon.  Gentleman  is  talking  at  random 
upon  nearly  all  the  subsequent  Amend- 
ments. I  must  ask  him  to  confine  him- 
self to  the  Amendment  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HARWOOD :  I  beg  your  pai^on, 
Sir.  I  was  going  to  appeal  to  the 
Government  to  regard  this  as  a  matter  of 
temporary  expediency,  and  not  to  take 
the  dangerous  step  of  basing  it  upon  any 
principle.  If  that  suggestion  is  adopted 
this  Amendment  is  an  admirable  one. 
Let  the  Government  say  that  they  pro- 
pose this  aa  a  measure  of  temporary 
relief  for  a  distressed  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, and  appeal  to  the  sympathy  of 
the  country.  That  is  the  ground  upon 
which  to  base  it,  and  in  all  good  nature  I 
make  that  suggestion  to  tne  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  believing  that  it  will  most 
commend  this  Bill  to  the  country. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (Stock- 
port) :  This  Bill,  we  are  told,  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  necessities  of  the  clergy, 
and  IS  not  formulated  in  this  House  to 
remedy  the  results  of  the  hardship  which 
the  clergy  are  sufiering  in  consequence  of 
the  reduction  in  the  value  of  tithe.  The 
argument  is  that  this  is  a  measure  of 
justice  to  a  very  heavily-rated  section  of 
the  community — a  section  of  the  commu- 
nity who,  we  are  told,  pay  rates  upon  the 
whole  of  their  income.    I  deny  that  from 
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the  outset.  The  clergy  pay  rates  upon 
that  part  of  their  income  derivable  from 
rateable  property,  juat  as  everybody  else 
pays  on  their  income  from  a  similar  class 
of  property.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  he  was  fully-  ha  agreement  with  the 
o|)uiion  of  the  House  that  this  was  only 
piecemeal  legislation,  and  that  ultimately 
the  whole  question  of  the  burden  on  rate 
able  and  non-rateable  property  would 
have  to  be  dealt  with.  Therefore 
even  at  its  best,  this  is  only  a  graduated 
piece  of  justice,  and  it  is  put  forward 
merely  as  a  modicum  of  justice  until 
the  whole  question  can  be  dealt  vrith. 
The  point  I  want  to  make  is  that  money 
is  required  for  giving  this  measure  of  jus- 
tice to  the  dergy.  Where  does  that 
money  come  from  1  It  comes  from  the 
Local  Taxation  Account^  which  is  distri- 
butable (unongst  

♦The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  anticipating  future  Amendments.  I 
must  ask  him  to  confine  himself  to  the 
one  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  GEOJWJE  WHITELEY  :  I  was 
leading  up  to  my  argument,  which  is  that 
as  this  is  a  measure  of  justice  to  the 
clergy  it  is  pro  tanto  a  measure  of  injustice 
to  those  rating  authorities  who  have  to 
find  the  money.  I  think  that  probably 
upon  that  line  I  may  be  permitted  to 
argue. 

♦The  chairman  :  I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee. The  question  before  the 
Committee  is  whether  those  who  receive  a 
larger  tithe  rent-charge  than  £200  are  to 
be  struck  out  of  the  Bill ;  whether  the 
Bill  is  to  be  made  applicable  only  to  those 
who  are  in  receipt  of  tithe  rent-charge 
below  £200. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY:  Of 
course  I  submit  to  your  ruling,  but  when 
you  have  heard  my  argument  I  think 
you  will  change  your  mind.  If  this  be  i 
measure  of  justice  to  the  clergy,  it  is  a 
measure  of  injustice  to  the  towns.  I 
would  ask  the  House  to  limit  that  injus- 
tice by  reducing  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  this  Amendment  the  justice  to 
the  cleigy.  That  is  the  ar^ment  I  desire 
to  devebp,  and  I  think  it  is  coherent  and, 
taken  as  a  whole,  in  order.  You  cannot 
pick  this  money  up  on  any  Tom  Tiddler's 
ground ;  you  are  going  to  obtain  it  from 


a  fund  which  is  distributable  amongst 
all  the  rating  authorities  of  the 
country.  Out  of  the  total  number 
of  assessments  in  the  county  the 
towns  have  the  Iwgest  prpportion,  and 
therefore  in  proportion  to  the  justice 
you  are  dealing  out  to  the  clergy  you  are 
dealing  out  injustice  to  the  towns,  because 
you  are  taking  money  from  the  towns  and 
urban  districts  and  handing  it  over  to  the 
clergy.  That  being  so,  is  it  not  desirable 
that  the  injustice  should  be  limited  to  the 
smallest  possible  amount  which  will 
enable  you  to  relieve  the  most  necessitous 
cases  ?  This  is  a  fine  which  the  towns 
and  rating  authorities  of  the  country  will 
have  to  pay  in  order  to  augment  the 
incomes  of  the  clerg>%  and  I  suggest  that 
the  fine  should  be  reduced  to  the  smallest 
possible  amount  in  order  to  keep  the 
injustice  within  the  closest  possible 
limits. 


Mr.  LOGAN  (Leicester,  Harborougfa^  : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  sa^  that  he 
does  not  base  his  case  for  the  Bill  on  the 
poverty  of  the  clergy,  but  I  do  base  my 
j  opposition  to  the  clause  upon  the  ground 
that  I  represent  a  large  number  of  very 
poor  people  who  cannot  afford  to  pay 
their  contribution  towards  the  half  of 
the  rates  of  which  the  clergy  are  to  be 
relieved.  I  heartily  support  the  Amend- 
ment before  the  Committee,  because  under 
it  the  gross  injustice  to  the  poor  of  the 
country  \nl\  be  minimised  to  a  certain 
extent.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  BiH  talks  almut  injustice. 
Is  he  prepared  to  go  down  into  the 
country  and  argue  before  men  who  receive 
128.  a  week  that,  as  an  act  of  justice,  they 
should  contribute  out  of  their  miserable 
wage  a  portion  of  the  rates  of  the  clergy  t 
The  clergy  are  in  .many  cases  poor,  but 
the  great  majority  are  in  affluent  circum- 
stances compared  to  the  men  upon  whom 
they  live,  and  who  will  have  to  contri- 
bute to  the  livelihood  of  these  gentlemen 
out  of  their  scanty  earnings.  I  am 
astonished  thut  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  charge  of  this  Bill  should  have 
the  nerve  to  introduce  it — a  Bill  which, 
looking  at  it  in  its  native  hideousness, 
will  compel  a  man  in  Devonshire  earning 
IDs.  a  week  to  contribute  to  the  living  of 
a  man  with  £10,000  a  year. 

An  Hoh.  Member:  How  much  will 
he  contribute  1 
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Mr.  LOGAN  :  I  am  asked  how  much 
will  he  contribute.  It  need  be  very 
little,  indeed,  out  of  a  weekly  wage  of  9s. 
or  10s.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  en- 
deavourved  to  prove  that  the  tithe  rent 
is  an  increment,  hut  as  we  understand  it 
it  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  desire  to 
support  the  Amendment  because  this  Bill 
without  it  will  do  a  very  great  injustice 
to  the  other  classes  of  the  community. 
I  object  to  the  clergy  being  assisted  out 
of  the  pockets  of  those  who  are  worse  off 
than  themselves.  This  Bill,  whether  the 
Amendment  is  accepted  or  not,  ia  another 
brihe  in  the  face  of  a  General  Election,  and 
as  such  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
endeavouring  to  reduce  the  amount  of  it. 


*Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (I^ot^ 
inghamshire,  Mansfield):  I  think  it  was 

unfortunate  that  an  hon.  Gentleman  on  the 
othei'  aide  of  the  House  was  obliged  to 
bring  his  speech  to  so  premature  a  con- 
'■lusion ;  because  he  was  the  only  one  on 
that  side  who  rose  to  break  the  conspiracy 
of  silence  which  we  have  to  meet,  and 
from  which  the  country  will  draw 
its  own  conclusions.  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  opposed 
to  the  Amendment  on  the  ground 
that  this  is  an  act  of  simple  justice. 
That  we  deny,  but  assuming  that  view 
is  sound,  it  is  not  a  measure  of  justice  to 
the  whole,  Imt  only  to  a  section  of 
the  tithe-payers,  and  it  is  because  the 
Amendnieiit  now  before  the  Committee 
to  some  extent  limits  the  injustice  of  this 
me£uure  that  I  give  it  my  support. 


♦Colonel  WILLIAMS  (Dorset,  W.) : 
If  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Harborough 
Division  knew  anything  about  cottage 
property  he  would  know  that  the 
man  getting  98.  a  week  pays  no  rates ; 
they  are  paid  for  him  under  com- 
position by  the  landlord,  and  the 
amount  is  so  small  that  it  is  never 
taken  into  consideration  in  fixing  the 
r.-nt.  With  regard  to  the  suggestwl  in- 
justice of  this  Bill,  I  might  give  one 
illustration  of  a  rector  I  know>  who,  ever 
since  be  has  had  the  livings  has  paid  £25 
a  year  more  rates  than  a  person  oc::upy- 
ing  a  similar  house.  In  twenty  years 
he  has  paid  £500  more  in  rates  than  his 
neighbours,  and  now  because  we  suggest 
that  the  ratepayers  should  take  on  them- 
selves a  burden  which  they  ought  to  have 


taken  long  ago  we  are  told  it  is  unjust  to- 
the  ratepayers.  There  is  no  injustice 
at  alL 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  was  much  surprised  to  hear  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Dorset 
say  that  a  man  who  occupied  a  house  at 
£9  a  year  paid  no  rates. 

*C0L0NEL  WILLIAMS:  I  said  nothing 
of  the  kind.  I  said  a  man  earning  9s.  a 
week  paid  no  appreciable  share  of  the 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  No,  because  the 
landlord  pays  it,  and  he  gets  it  out  of  the 
rent,  and  what  is  more,  the  happy  land- 
land  gets  30s.  off  for  paying  it.  Then  he 
tells  us  a  parson  in  his  neighbourhood 
pays  more  rates  than  his  neighbour,  but 
what  does  the  neighbour  get  his  money 
out  of  "i  If  he  got  it  out  of  the  tithes  I 
could  quite  understand  he  would  be  hardly 
treated  if  the  parson  did  pay  more.  But 
the  parson  gets  his  income  out  of  the 
tithes,  and  he,  like  every  tithe-owner,  robs 
the  community  of  the  amount  he  gets  out 
of  the  tithes.  I  am  perfectly  impartial 
on  this  Amendment^  because  I  woidd  take 
away  the  tithes  under  £200  a  year,  and  I 
womd  take  them  away  over  £200  a 
year.  I  would  take  them  away  from 
the  lay  and  from  the  clerical  impropriator. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  Amendment  is 
not  only  of  an  impossible  character,  but 
it  is  one  which  will  not  hold  water.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  has  immortalised 
himself  by  muzzling  dogs,  and  now  he 
seems  to  me  to  be  tiying  to  muzzle  the 
supporters  of  the  Government  as  if  they 
were  mere  dogs.  I  do  trust  that  this, 
and  I  implore  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
not  to  sit  stolidly  silent  but  to  find  their 
tongues  and  say  that  they  will  not  be 
treated  in  this  way  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  (Cries  of  "  Question.")  Why 
don't  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  ^t 
and  make  speeches  upon  this  subject  in- 
stead of  crying  out  "  Question,  questioner 
There  the  hon.  Member  opposite  sits  lol- 
ling in  that  way— — 

*Thb  CHAIRMAN:  Onier.  onler. 
"  Lolling  "  is  not  an  appropriate  expn»- 
sion  to  use,  and  I  hope  uie  hon.  Member 
will  withdraw  it. 
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Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  Then  I  will 
withdi'aw  it  at  once,  and  I  may  say  that 
the  hon.  Member  sits  in  a  most  graceful 
attitude.  The  question  has  been  asked  ! 
if  there  is  any  person  who  pays  rates 
upon  his  income;  but  do  not  colliery 
owners  and  quarry  owners  pay  rates 
upon  their  income  )  That  is  a  matter 
of  hard  fact,  and  very  often  they  pay  on 
a  good  deal  more  than  their  income.  Now 
what  is  the  Amendment  1  It  is  that  the 
clergy  receiving  above  £200  a  year 
should  not  benefit  by  this  dole  which  is 
being  given.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
right  non.  Gentleman  has  read  through 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Committee, 
but  if  he  has  done  so  he  will  have  seen 
that  a  large  number  of  clergy  came  for- 
ward as  witnesses,  and  they  said  that  it 
was  only  fair  that  this  dole  should  be 
limited  to  those  who  had  salaries  below 
£150  per  annum.  A  gentleman  named 
Da^'is — a  most  estimable  person — said  he 
thought  that  £150  was  a1)out  the  correct 
figure,  and  I  agree  with  him  entirely.  A 
pastor  is  a  man — or  ought  to  be — who 
does  not  preach  the  Gospel  for  bis  own 
benefit,  but  for  the  benefit  of  other 
people,  and  provided  that  he  gets  a  small 
and  reasonable  income  he  ought  to  ]>e 
satisfied.  What  did  Oliver  Goldsmith 
say  in  his  "Deserted  Village"?  He 
said:  "Passing  rich  on  £40  a  year." 
Surely  a  clergyman  to-day  is  "  passing 
rich  "  on  £200  a  year,  and  I  do  not  want 
us  to  give  him  any  help.  Comparing  the 
number  of  clergy  receiving  £200  a  year, 
and  the  number  of  those  receiving  above 
that  amount,  if  you  gave  nothing  to 
those  above  £200  a  year,  you  would 
be  able  to  allow  to  the  remainder 
not  only  half  the  rate  on  the  tithe 
but  the  whole  of  it.  If  we  are  to  treat 
this  matter  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  State  giving  to  these  clergy  a  fair 
and  adequate  income,  we  certainly  ought 
to  do  it  in  regard  to  the  poor  and  not  in 
regard  to  the  rich.  There  are  a  number  of 
livings  with  incomes  of  over  £1,000  per 
annum.  I  should  like  to  know  how  much 
the  dissenting  minister  gets  in  a  parish 
where  the  cle^yman  is  receiving  £1,000 
per  annum.  T^e  clerg^nnan  receives  this 
money  from  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  and 
he  also  receives  a  portion  from  the  dis- 
senting minister,  who  often  only  gets 
from  £60  to  £70  a  year,  and  yet  you  call 
upon  him  to  pay  an  extra  amount  of 
rates  in  order  that  the  clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  England  may  receive  a  reduc- 


tion of  £60  per  annum  upon  his  rates. 
The  thing  is  positively  unfair  and  unjust. 
I  cannot  really  understand  how  any  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  looking  at  the  matter 
in  a  fair  way,  can  fail  to  agree  with  us  that 
at  any  rate  this  reduction  should  be  allowed 
only  to  those  clergymen  with  salaries 
below  £200  per  aimum.  As  a  matter  of 
abstract  historical  logical  justice  we  ought, 
not  to  give  this  money  to  the  men  who 
really  have  already  a  sufficient  income, 
and  have  a  far  greater  income  than  the 
average  clerg\'man  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  It  is  nonsense  to  talk  about  a 
clergyman  in  a  small  country  parish  with 
£1,000  a  year  not  having  too  much.  I 
shouU  like  to  see  the  whole  of  the  money 
put  into  one  fund  and  paid  out  according 
to  the  services  rendered.  If  this  were 
done  the  Church  of  England  would  be 
able  to  pay  these  clergymen  without 
"sponging"  on  the  community  and 
without  asking  us  to  help  men  who 
are  getting  £1,000,  £2,000,  and  in  some 
cases  £3,000  per  annum.  (Mr.  Talbot  : 
"No,  no.")  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  "No,"  and  perhaps  he  knows  a  great 
deal  more  about  it  than  I  do.  I  am  not 
myself  in  the  Church,  and  I  do  not 
represent  a  university ;  therefore,  I  do 
not  enter  into  these  details  like  the  nght 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  an  able  speaker,  so  I 
will  sit  down  to  let  him  get  up  and 
explain  how  many  livings  there  are  above 
£1,000  a  year,  and  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  follow  me. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan, 
Mid.) :  The  real  ground  for  this  Bill  is 
that  there  are  a  certain  number  of  livings 
in  the  coimtry  where  the  parsons  feel  the 
pinch  of  poverty,  and  this  is  the  real 
ground  on  which  this  measure  is  brought 
forward.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  knows  perfectly  well  the  position 
of  these  poorer  clergy,  and  yet  he  pro- 
poses to  still  further  endow  the  rich 
livings  of  this  country.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  driven,  in  opposition  to  this 
very  reasonable  Amendment,  to  say  that 
he  does  not  do  it  to  relieve  poverty,  but 
as  an  extension  of  what  is  fair  and  just 
in  what  he  calls  the  principle  of  rating. 
But  there  is  no  principle  of  rating  under- 
lying this  Bill  at  all,  and  no  rating  prin- 
ciple can  be  add\iced  by  anybody  on 
that  side  of  the  House  in  opposition 
to  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
friend.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
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•charge  of  the  Bill  says  you  ought 
to  deal  with  all  clerical  incomes  alike, 
■and  you  ought  not  to  tax  professional 
lincomes.  But  what  sort  of  ui  income  is 
dealt  with  in  this  case  1  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  it  is  income,  but  I  con- 
tend that  it  is  not  income  at  all. 
Suppose  a  man  was  appointed  to  a  living 
two  years  ago,  and  it  was  worth  i£600  or 
£800.  That  man  knew  that  out  of  that 
sum  there  would  be  certain  deductions  for 
rates  and  other  matters  amounting  to 
about  £200,  and  he  knew  that  the  net 
amount  he  would  have  was  not  £800  but 
£600.  Now  that  man  under  this  Bill 
is  having  a  gift  given  to  him  of  £40  a 
year.  It  will  not  do  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  friends  to  say,  "  We 
were  forced  to  do  something  for  the  poor 
clergy,  but  we  could  not  give  £10  a  year 
to  a  man  with  £150  a  year  without 

fving£40  to  a  man  with  £600  a  year." 
he  amoant  paid  to  the  clergy  is  not  in- 
come. The  doctor  has  his  patients,  the 
lawyer  his  clients,  and  the  shopkeeper 
his  customera,  but  the  incomes  of  the 
clergy  are  not  founded  on  this  principle. 
I  venture  to  say  that  in  many  parishes  in 
the  country  the  people  from  whose  land 
the  tithes  come  do  not  go  to  that  par- 
tiodar  church  at  all.  Therefore,  how 
can  you  call  it  income  in  the  sense 
of  a  man  who  earns  his  money  in  a 
profession  like  that  of  the  law  or  of  medi- 
eine  1  The  whole  case  made  out  is  not 
one  of  principle  at  all,  but  one  of  dole. 
You  were  content  when  the  Agricultural 
Rating  Bill  was  before  this  House  with 
the  statement  that  it  was  a  mere 
temporary  expedient,  and  now  it  is  said 
that  because  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act 
relieved  those  in  occupation  of  agricultural 
land  we  ought  to  do  the  same  for  the 
pursons.  T^e  Secretary  to  the  Eccle 
eiastical  Commissioners,  in  answer  to  a 
•question,  stated  that : 

"The  landowaer  having  liad  hLs  turn,  the 
tiUie-owser  now  thinkn  that  his  time  has 
come." 

You  have  pretended  to  give  the  fanner 
this  relief,  and  now  you  say  it  is  the  turn 
for  the  Church.  Supposing  a  widow  bad 
a  sum.  of  money  left  her  three  or  four 
years  ago,  or  at  the  time  when  Home  Rule 
was  before  the  country,  when  Consols  were 
very  high — I  believe  they  got  up  to  115. 
AVhy  should  you  not  extend  this  prin- 
<;iple,  and  make  up  the  loss  to  this  lady 
which  she  has  sustained  in  consequence 
of  the  fall  in  the  price  1   But  these  clergy- 

Mr.  Sdiniwl  Emm, 


men  have  an  association,  and  we  find  the 
hon.  Member  for  Tunbridge  sending 
leaflets  broadcast  to  the  poor  clergy  in 
the  rural  districts,  inviting  them  to  pat 
their  wails  and  sufferings  before  Parlia- 
ment. I  do  not  know  exactly  what  the 
price  of  a  curate  is,  but  he  was  priced 
and  valued  by  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
at  £150.  It  is  curious  to  note  that  in 
some  of  the  instances  which  are  given  in 
the  eWdence  there  are  li\'ings  specified, 
and  one  witness — the  Rev.  Mr.  Jepp — 
who  is  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  deputy- 
chairman  of  Quarter  Sessions,  said  he 
thought  there  should  be  a  unifOTm  abate- 
ment in  every  benefice,  because  he 
thought  "one  man's  services  were  as  good 
as  another  theoretically."  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  we  should  have  had  this  com- 
plaint if  the  Bill  had  been  confined  to  the 
propositions  contained  i^nthin  the  four 
corners  of  this  Amendment,  and  I  should 
be  very  much  surprised  if  the  richer 
clergymen  are  not  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  this  relief  should  be  given  to  the 
poorer  clergy.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Jepp  has  to  complain  of,  for  his 
living  is  worth  £323  a  year  and  his  net 
income  is  £244,  while  the  whole  church 
accommodation  in  his  parish  is  only  450. 
Can  it  be  said  that  that  man  is  badly 
paid  for  administering  to  the  spiritual 
needs  of  his  congregation,  when  he  cannot 
possibly  get  more  than  450  people  in  his 
church  ?  I  know  many  Nonconformitt 
ministers,  who  have  much  larger  con- 
gregations, would  be  very  glad  if  their 
incomes  were  brought  up  to  £344. 
I  will  give  another  instance  where 
the  gross  income  of  the  living  is 
£272,  artd  this  will  be  excluded  if 
this  Amendment  is  carried.  Now,  the 
net  income  in  this  case  is  £188,  but  what 
is  the  population  of  that  parish  t  I  <lare- 
say  the  Committee  mil  be  astonished  to 
hear  that  the  entire  population  is  only 
seventy-nine  people  all  told.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  you  ought  to  give  relief 
to  this  man,  who  has  only  got  sevcntv- 
nine  people  in  bis  parish,  and  who  alreaiiy 
gets  this  large  sum  of  money.  This 
Amendment  is  most  pertinent  to  this 
particular  case,  for  the  church  accommo- 
dation in  this  instance  is  only  sixty. 
This  clergyman  cannot  stow  more  than 
sixty  people  when  his  church  is  fiUl,  and  1 
have  no  doiibt  that  he  has  ample  room 
for  his  congregation.  Is  that  a  case  in 
which  you  ought,  under  this  Bill,  to  take 
money  out  of  the  public  funds  to  assist 


Digitized  by 


Google 


357 


Tithe  Real-Charge 


{10  JCLY  1899} 


(Bates)  BiU. 


358 


these  people  1  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  M  ember  ior  Oxford  University 
said  there  were  not  many  livings  worth 
J£3,000  or  £2,000  a  year,  but  in  this  very 
Betum  there  is  a  living  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk  where  the  gross  income  is  £1,254, 
which  is  more  than  an  Under  Secretary 
gets.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  the 
clergyman  has  to  pay  curates  £300,  but  if 
he  does  not  do  the  work  himself  but  em- 
ploys curates  to  do  it  for  him  he  ought  to 
pay  them.  I  do  not  think  his  work  is  so 
.great  that  a  curate  is  necessary.  In  the 
parish  to  which  I  have  just  alluded 
the  church  accommodation  is  only 
365,  and  such  cases  might  be 
multiplied  over  and  over  again. 
I  think,  however,  two  or  three  cases  are 
■as  good  as  two  or  three  dozen,  and  I  do 
not  want  to  weary  the  House.  These  are 
instances  given  from  the  appendix  to  the 
Report,  and  they  are  very  material  to  the 
question  which  the  Koyal  Commission 
considered.  If  the  Government  are  bound, 
as  a  temporary  expedient,  to  have  re- 
course to  the  public  funds  in  order  to  put 
money  into  the  pockets  of  the  cler^, 
why  do  you  not  confine  your  generosity 
to  the  case  of  the  poor  vicar  and  the  poor 
rector  1  We  are  quite  astonished  that  you 
should  come  to  the  public  funds  at  all  for 
this  purpose.  I  suppose  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Rochester  will  claim  that 
the  adherents  of  the  Church  number  ten 
millions.  If  that  is  so,  all  it  means  is  that 
each  member  of  the  Church  should  give 
another  twopence  a  year  out  of  their  own 
pockets.  Do  you  really  have  so  little  re- 
gard for  the  comfort  of  your  clergy  and  so 
little  regard  for  their  power  of  usefulness 
that  you  are  prqutred  to  say  that  the 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  will 
not  put  their  hands  in  their  pocket  to 
provide  another  twopence  per  head  per 
annum  to  make  up  this  £87,000  which 
is  propjsed  to  be  voted  to  the  Church  by 
this  Bill  ?  I  do  appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  who  are  supporters  of  the 
GrOTemment  to  vote  according  to  their 
consciences  on  this  question,  and  if  they 
do  so,  I  believe  they  will  be  bound  to  go 
into  the  lobby  to  prevent  these  pubRc 
funds  from  being  give  to  those  men  who 
are  already  amply  remunerated. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  (Gloucestershire,  Stroud): 
With  regard  to  this  particular  Amend- 
ment I  would  appeal  to  hon.  Members 
opposite  to  consider  whether  it  would  not 
be  wholly  inconsistent  with  every  prin- 


I  ciple  of  rating  ever  applied  in  tbs  eountiy 
\  to  make  a  ^fference  in  rating  where  a 
{ man  was  receiving  a  large  income  or  a 
I  small  one.     Would  any  htfi.  Member 
;  opposite  suggest  that  5  a  man  only 
possessed  five  or  six  houses  his  property 
should  be  rated  differently  Jo  that  of  the 
man  who  owns  a  much  ferger  number  1 
If  this  Amendment  is  carried  in  its 
present  form  it  will  have  this  effect,  for  it 
i  is  inconsistent  with  every  principle  of 
'  rating  which  has  heel  carried  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  IVANS:  Why  not 
reduce  the  rating  upftn  the  houses ! 

!     Mr.  CRIPPS :  IVhat  I  am  trying  to 
point  out  is  that  if  this  Amendment  is 
carried  it  will  make  this  Bill  absolutely 
I  inconsistent  will  every  principle  of  rating 
'  in  this  country  by  making  a  distinction 
I  between  large  owners  and  small  ones.  I 
*  challenge  any  hon.  Member  opposite  to 
'  give  a  single  illustration  to  show  that  the 
circumstance  of  a  man  deriving  a  large 
I  or  a  small  mcome  from  the  same  kind 
property  ias  ever  been  made  a  reason 
■  for  altering  the  rating  of  that  property. 
That  is  what  this  Amendment  seeks 
to  do. 

I 

!    Sir  ^VILLIAM  HARCOUET:  This 
Bill  is  the  illustration. 

Mr.     McKENNA  (Monmouthshire, 
N.) :  In  this  very  Bill  a  distinction  is 
drawn  between  the  same  kind  of  property 
where  it  is  held  by  a  clerical  person  and  a 
I  layman. 

Mr.  CRIPPS:  I  think  that  interrup- 

!  tion  shows  that  my  point  has  not  been 
appreciated  by  the  hon.  Member.  I  am 
not  going  back  to  the  whole  question, 
but  I  am  now  dealing  with  this  par- 
ticular Amendment,  and  I  am  perfectly 
ready  toadmit  that  thereis  that  distinction. 
I  What  I  wish  to  point  out  is  that  every 
member  of  the  Royal  Commission,  except 
'  one,  quite  irrespective  of  politics,  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  distinction  should 
i  be  dra^vn  between  the  two  classes  of 
property.  It  is  not  a  question  of  poverty. 
The  Agricultural  Rating  Bill  was  put 
forwanf  because  in  the  opinion  of  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  a  certain  class  of  property 
was  really  paying  double  what  it  ought 
to  pay.  That  is  the  simple  fact.  I 
should  like  to  refer  to  the  remarks 
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of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  br  \\'olverhampton,  who  ia  an 
admitted  ftithoiity  on  such  topics.  We 
say  in  this  Bill,  not  that  this  property 
should  not  1^  rated,  but  that  it  has  been 
rated  on  a  wrong  basis  and  a  wrong 
principle.  Tbt  is  the  whole  case,  and  it 
has  not  been  net  by  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  oppisite.  It  is  an  argumenta- 
tive and  diffictlt  point,  and  the  Royal 
Commission,  ha-ing  spent  twenty  or 
thirty  days  in  hearing  evidence,  and 
hanng  devoted  m  enormous  amount 
of  attention  to  it,  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  tithe  rent  -  charge 
Wfis  unjustly  rated.  Starting  from  that 
premises  we  ought  to  have  immediate 
legislation  such  as  is  now  suggested  to 
remedy  the  injustice.  I  go  further,  and 
say  it  is  the  first  step  in  the  reform  of 
local  taxation  so  far  as  our  recommenda- 
tions are  concerned.  The  only  way  to 
remedy  matters  of  this  kird  is  to  seek  for 
injustices  and  deij  with  them  one  by  one. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  referred  to  what  was 
done  in  1836,  but  what  was  (\one  then  is 
quite  irrelevant  to  what  we  are  now  dis- 
cussing. The  object  then  was  to  have 
in  all  eases  rateable  property  assessed  on 
the  same  basis  in  every  instance.  That 
was  simply  all  that  was  done,  but  that 
has  nothing  on  earth  to  do  with  the 
proper  principle  and  basis  upon  which 
ratins  should  be  assessed.  Speaking  for 
m;),'8eTf,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  argue  that 
this  is  not  rateable  property,  or  that  it 
should  not  be  rated  as  other  property. 
The  question  is,  is  it  so  rated  at  the 
present  time  or  not  ?  The  Royal 
Commission  thought  not,  and  there- 
fore we  ought  to  deal  with  this 
tithe  rentr<;harge  on  the  same  basis  as 
other  property.  The  theory  of  this 
Amendment  is  to  deal  with  jffoperty  in 
different  ways  according  as  a  man  h.is  a 
large  or  a  small  amount.  It  is  ahfiolutely 
inconsistent  with  every  principle  of  rat- 
ing, and  apart  from  the  question  of  poor 
man's  prejudice,  I  do  not  think  a  single 
responsible  Member  withany  knowledgeof 
ratingwill  rise  and  say  that  the  principle  in- 
volved in  this  Amendment  is  one  that 
can  be  adopted  without  upsetting  the 
whole  theory  and  principle  of  rating  in 
the  country. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  has  challenged 
us  on  the  main  proposition  that  property 

Mr.  CHipps. 


ought  to  be  rated  on  the  same  footing, 
whatever  its  value  may  be,  and  he  asks 
us  to  point  out  an  exception  to  it.  This 
Bill  is  the  exception.  He  says  with 
reference  to  land  generally  that  no 
enquiry  is  made  whether  the  income  a 
man  derives  from  it  is  £100  or  £1,000. 
That  is  perfectly  true,  but  you  rate 
all  land  alike,  and  you  do  not  rate  all 
tithe  alike.  You  have  introduced  a  per- 
sonal distinction  ;  you  have  violated  every 
law  of  rating  by  basing  this  Bill  on  the 
principle  of  personal  distinctions.  The 
Government  were  wise  enough  not  to 
raise  the  question  of  personal  sernce. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
this  Bill  never  uttered  the  words  "  per- 
sonal service."   He  knew  what  a  rotten 

{)rinciple  they  involved,  but  the  hon.  and 
earned  Member  has  let  the  cat  out  of  the 
If  this  Bill  is  to  be  based  uptm 
personal  service,  is  the  personal  service 
to  be  the  same  in  the  case  of  the  man 
who  gets  £1,500  a  year  as  in  the  case  of 
a  man  who  gets  £200  a  year  I  The 
moment  you  come  to  personal  service  yon 
must  assess  that  service.  But  if  that  is 
to  be  assessed,  why  not  the  rectory  house 
as  well  an  the  tithe  rent-charge,  and 
everything  eke  from  which  an  incumbent 
derives  any  income  I  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  iniined  this  Bill. 
Now  that  we  have  got  rid  of  the  poverty 
argument  and  got  on  the  ground  of 
personal  service,  I  think  the  con- 
tents of  this  Bill  are  utterly  destroyed. 
I  was  longing  all  the  time  that  we  should 
get  to  personal  service,  because  greater 
nonsense  was  never  talked  on  the  subject 
than  by  the  Royal  Commission  from  the 
Report  of  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  quoted,  though  really  be 
is  only  quoting  himself.  I  suppose  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  the  original 
and  sole  discov  erer  of  personal  service, 
but  as  a  foundation  for  this  Bill  it  cannot 
be  maintained  for  a  moment.  If  the  di&- 
cussion  on  this  Amendment  has  been 
somewhat  extended,  it  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentlenuui  imme- 
diately the  Amendment  was  moved  started 
upon  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
Bill.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
entitled  to  discuss  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  Bill,  surely  Members  on  thi» 
side  are  entitled  to  follow  him.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Stroud  said  the  fundamental  principle  of 
the  Bill  was  that  all  property  should  be 
rated  alike,  but  then  you  introduce  a  BiU 
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which  distinguishes  between  tithe  given 
to  the  owner  of  a  benefice  and  tithe  given 
to  other  people.  Is  that  the  fundamental 
principle  of  the  Bill  ?   I  think  we  on  this 

fide  ought  to  be  extremely  obliged  to  the 
hen.  and  learned  Member. 

Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddington):  Like 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down  I  rise  to  express  my  satisfaction 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  oppo- 
site has  recalled  the  Committee  to  the 
real  point  at  issue.  We  have  heard  of 
the  property  argument  based  on  the 
Report  <n  the  Royal  Commission.  Hon. 
Members  opposite  defend  that  Report 
but  the  Bill  condemns  it.  The  Commis- 
sioners proposed  that  there  should  be  a 
deduction  which  would  represent  what  it 
would  cost  to  employ  a  curate.  But  the 
Bill  throws  that  overboard,  and  proposes 
to  pay  half  the  rates,  whether  a  curate  is  em- 
ployed or  not,  and  it  draws  no  distinction 
between  the  cases  which  the  Commis- 
sioners recommended  as  fit  for  deduction 
and  cases  to  which  no  such  consideration 
was  given.  What  is  the  use  of  quoting 
to  us  the  Report  of  the  Commission  as 
jui  argument  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posal we  are  now  discussing!  What 
IS  the  gravamen  of  the  attack 
on  this  side  t  It  is  that  you 
are  not  treating  this  property  in 
the  ordinary  way.  I  should  have 
thought  that  the  Government  would  take 
some  steps  to  bring  under  review  the 
case  of  the  Queen  v.  Sherman.  As  long 
as  that  case  stands  you  are  not  entitled 
to  make  the  reduction  you  are  now 
setting  up.  If  that  case  is  wrong  why  not 
take  It  to  the  House  of  Lords  t  That 
tribunal  will  not  be  prejudiced  in  any 
appeal  brought  on  behalf  of  clerfflonen  of 
the  Church  of  England.  We  have 
challenged  the  Solicitor  -  General  on 
prenous  occasions  to  say  that  we  are 
wrong,  and  he  has  not  got  up  to  defend 
the  principle  of  this  Bill.  In  face  of 
these  considerations  it  must  be  held  that 
the  BiU  is  really  based  on  a  footing  of 
kindliness  and  a  disposition  to  assist  the 
clergy  who  are  in  difficulties.  I  sym- 
pathise with  them,  but  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  look  at  the  matter  on  any  other 
footing.  The  £200  limit  is  at  the 
bottom  of  the  controversy,  and  on  that 
we  must  go  to  a  Division. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
It     is    really  distressing  to  see  the 


inaccessibility  of  the  other  side  of  the 
House  to  argument,  or  at  any  rate  to 
statement.  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  have 
told  the  House  over  and  over  again  that 
this  Bill  is  founded,  not  on  mercy,  but  on 
justice.  This  Amendment  is,  however, 
based  on  the  theory  that  the  Bill  is 
founded  on  mercy  ;  but  if  the  Bill  is 
founded,  as  my  right  hon.  friend  has  in- 
formed us,  on  justice,  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  amount  should  be  limited. 
Before  I  part  from  the  argument  of  mercy, 
let  me  say  that  I  feel  personally  what  the 
Government  do  not  feel — that  this  Bill  is 
to  be  lareely  defended  on  grounds  of 
mercy.  "Diat  is  not  the  official  view,  and 
that  is  not  the  view  in  which  any.  hon. 
Member  on  this  side  will  vote.  He  will 
vote  for  justice  and  mercy.    There  is  no 

5 round  whatever  for  the  Amendment, 
ustice  is  our  plea.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stroud  stated  that  this  Bill  is 
an  alteration  in  the  method  of  rating  to 
bring  it  into  accord  with  justice.  The 
Bill  to  my  mind  leaves  rating  exactly 
where  it  is,  but  provides  some  of  the  rate 
on  the  ground  of  justice.  I  am  a  disciple 
of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  as  to  the 
method.  He  says  that  the  grievance  is 
that  a  sufficient  deduction  has  not  been 
allowed,  and  that  it  is  necessary,  in  order 
to  place  the  owners  of  the  tithe  rent- 
charge  in  the  same  position  as  the  owners 
of  other  rateable  property,  to  provide  by 
legislation  for  further  reductions.  If  this 
Bui  has  not  taken  precisely  that  method,  it 
may  perhaps  in  its  career  through  this 
House  be  brought  into  accord  with  it.  I 
have  an  Amendment  myself  which  is 
based  on  the  principle  of  deducting  a 
certain  amount  and  allowing  for  it.  I 
think  the  Bill  may  be  open  to  amendment 
in  respect  of  method.  AU  I  wish  is  to 
appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to 
accept  the  grounds  on  which  the  Bill  is 
based,  and  to  reject  from  their  minds  all 
notion  of  mercy  and  all  ideas  of  distressed 
clergymen  going  about  looking  for  bread 
to  give  them  strength  to  preach  their 
sermons  on  the  next  Sunday.  We  have 
nothing  to  do  with  that  in  this  Bill.  It 
is  to  be  solely  discussed  upon  the  principle 
of  justice,  and  on  that  ground  I  think  the 
present  Amendment  is  entir^y  miscon- 
ceived and  must  have  emanated  from  the 
mind  of  an  hon.  Gentleman  incapable  of 
appreciating  the  high  principle  of  justice. 
I,  for  my  part,  mean  to  stand  on  the 
ground  of  justice,  and  I  am  accordingly 
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bound  to  vote  against  this  Amendment, 
which  is  based  on  tho  ground  of  mercy. 

Mr.  M'KENNA  :  My  hon.  friend  who 
has  just  spoken  has  defended  the  Bill  on 
the  ground  of  justice,  but  has  altogether 
forgotten  the  fact  that  although  this  Bill 
is  baaed  on  the  eternal  prindplea  of  Justice 
it  is  only  to  last  for  two  years.  If  ever 
there  was  a  Bill  which,  on  the  face  of  it, 
bears  the  character  of  urgency  it  is  this 
measure.  It  is  to  meet  a  pressing  case, 
and  we  are  warned  that  when  the  Royal 
Commiasion  finally  reports  this  as  well  as 
other  questions  affecting  local  taxation 
will  be  dealt  \vith  at  the  same  time.  If 
you  limit  the  application  of  this  Bill  to 
cases  where  the  tithe  rent-charge  is  under 
£200  a  year  you  would,  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  opposite  contended,  be 
allowing  a  reduction  of  £100  a  year  for 
personal  service,  because,  the  result  is 
exactly  the  same  whether  you  pay  half 
the  rates  on  £200  or  deduct  £100  in 
respect  of  service.  If  a  man  gets  over 
£200  a  year  we  are  assuming  that  he  is 
overpaid,  and  we  do  not  propose  any 
deduction  in  that  case.  In  carrying  out 
this  principle  we  are  acting  more  fairly 
than  if  the  Bill  is  left  as  it  now  stand  i. 
Instead  of  giving  an  equal  reduction  to 
all,  you  are  giving  very  much  to  the  very 
rich,,  less  to  the  less  rich,  and  nothing  at 
all  to  the  poor. 

*Mk.  OLDROYD  (Dewsbury):  One 
statement  has  1>een  made  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Stroud  (Mr.  Gripps) 
which  ought  not  to  ^0  unchallenged. 
Perhaps  he  rather  deapisea  the  criticism 
of  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  but  we  ought  at  all  events  to 
adhere  to  facta,  ana  I  distinctly  challenge 
the  accuracy  of  some  of  his  statements. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  said  that 
in  the  case  of  those  tithe-owners  to  whose 
incomes  a  certain  sum  for  rates  was  added 
under  the  Commutation  Act,  that  that 
was  done  for  the  piu-pose  of  establishing 
a  rateable  property.  I  challenge  that 
statement  on  the  ground  that  the  tithe 
was  rateable  property  before,  and  that 
therefore  there  was  no  -necessity  for  the 
change. 

Mr.  CRIPPS:  The  question  is  in 
whose  hands  the  property  was. 

*Mk.  OLDROYD:  My  contention  is 
that  it  was  already  a  rateable  property, 
and  that  rates  from  time  immemorial  had 
Itcen  paid  upon  that  property.    The  only 
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change  made  by  the  Commutation  Bill  was 
to  transfer  payment  of  the  rates  to  the  man 
who  received  the  tithe  rent,  for  which  pur- 
pose a  sum  was  added  equivalent  to  the 
then  existing  rates.  At  the  very  opening  of 
the  Debate  in  1836,  when  the  Commuta- 
tion Act  was  passed,  Lord  John  Ruasell 
entered  upon  this  question.  He  did  not. 
introduce  his  Bill  under  aTenminutes'rule, 
but  he  gave  a  very  explicit  statement  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  of  the  b'ne 
upon  which  the  (Jovernment  proposed  to 
proceed,  and  one  of  his  allegations  was 
distinctly  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
uniformity  that  that  procedure  should  be 
adopted.  uTien  the  Commissioners  came  ;o 
look  into  those  cases  they  found  several 
methods  of  communication  already  in 
existence.  In  some  cases  the  tithe-payer 
was  the  fanner,  and  in  some  cases  he  was 
the  incumbent,  and  it  was  necessary  that 
there  shoiUd  be  one  uniform  method. 
Therefore  Lord  John  Russell  in  intro- 
ducing the  Bill  gave  a  very  good  reason 
for  the  procedure  he  proposra,  and  that 
was  because,  as  he  said,  it  was  desirable 
that  the  incumbent  should  rank  himself 
with  other  parishioners  as  a  fellow- 
ratepayer  in  the  parish,  and  that  their 
interests  should  be  identical  to  get 
the  rates  progressively  lowered.  There- 
fore I  contend  that  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  is  incorrect, 
as  is  proved  by  the  reason  assigned  for 
that  procedure  which  was  given  by  Lord 
John  Russell  in  introducmg  that  BiU. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  also  said 
that  the  basis  of  rateability  in  the  case  of 
tithe-rent  charge  was  different  from  that 
of  other  property,  and  he  entered  upon  a 
discussion  of  the  personal  element,  that 
the  tithe  rent-charge  was  receivable  on 
account  of  sen'ices  rendered  by  the 
clerg}'.  But  that  is  contrary  to  all  the 
facts  of  the  case,  and  the  misconception 
arises  from  the  fact  that  hon.  Members 
have  had  regard  to  the  destination  of  the 
income  rather  than  to  its  origin.  All  the 
tithe  rent^hai^  arose  and  issued  out 
of  the  land.  That  is  the  fundamental 
principle  of  the  charge,  and  therefore  as 
It  issues  out  of  the  land  it  is  rateable 
property.  If  we  try  to  arrive  at  the 
reason  why  from  time  immemorial  that 
property  has  been  rateable  we  must  go 
back  to  the  time  when  tithe  was  levied 
in  kind,  when  the  parson  went  into  the 
field  and  took  the  tenth  sheep  or  the 
tenth  portion  of  the  produce,  whatever  it 
might  he ;  and  under  those  circumstances 
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it  was  very  reasonable  when  a  man  came 
into  the  field  at  the  time  of  harvest — not 
at  seed  time,  or  the  time  of  harrowing,  or 
ploughing,  or  labouring — that  he  should 
at  least  pay  rates  on  the  property  which 
he  came  and  took  from  the  industrious 
farmer  who  brought  the  crops  to  maturity. 
He  was  an  illustrataon  and  an  instance  of 
those  gentlemen  who  received  their 
income l>nt  who  "toiled  not  neither  did 
the}-  spin."  He  came  and  took  the  fruits 
of  the  soil.  These  are  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  it  is  but  reasonable  that  he 
should  pay  the  rates  on  that  por- 
tion of  the  produce  which  he  took 
away.  Therefore  I.  am  unable  to  see 
how  the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  or 
any  other  Member  who  advocates  this 
Kll,  has  established  that  there  is  any 
injustice  in  the  rating  of  the  tithe  rent- 
charge  like  all  other  property.  Seeing 
that  the  principle  of  justice  fails,  it  seems 
to  us  on  this  side  of  the  House  that  we 
can  only  account  for  the  introduction  of 
the  Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  is  an  act 
of  mercy  or  charity.  That  being 
so  I  shall  support  this  Amendment, 
because  I  believe  it  will  reduce  the 
amount  of  pillage  which  will  be  dis- 
honestly drawn  out  of  the  general  tax- 
payers' pocket,  and  put  the  balance  in  the 
hands  of  men  who  will  know  how  wisely 
to  spend  the  money. 

♦Mu.  MOULTON  (Cornwall,  Launces- 
ton) :  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  have  appealed  to  these 
benches  to  accept  the  principle  on  which 
the  Bill  is  said  to  be  based — namely,  that 
of  justice — and  they  have  thought  that  we 
were  rather  hard  in  declining  to  accept  it. 
I  will  tell  them  why  we  decline  to  accept 
that  basis  for  the  Bill.  We  maintain  that 
this  plea  of  justice  ia  a  pretence  which  is 
not  only  false,  but  demonstrably  false. 
In  truth  the  real  interest  of  this  Debate 
to  see  how  long  the  farce  of  pretending 
that  this  grant  is  not  an  endowment  will 
be  kept  up.  It  is  because  it  is  an  addi- 
tional endowment  of  the  Church  of 
England  that  I  support  the  Amendment. 
I  do  not  care  whether  the  Amendment  is 
the  best  mode  of  stopping  the  proposed 
grant.  It  reduces  it,  and  lam  determined 
that  I  will  keep  that  additional  endow- 
ment as  small  as  I  can.  One  thing  is 
quite  certain,  that  unless  the  Government 
exercise  such  discipline  over  those  men 
of  their  Party  who  understand  the  sub- 
ject as  to  keep  them  from  speaking  it  will 
be  impossible  to  maintain  this  farce.  I 


was  delighted  to  see  and  heqr  the  ,hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Stroud — not  that 
I  underrate  his  ability ;  I  have  too  often 
been  his  foe  to  do  that — ^getting  up  and 
saying  he  would  make  short  work  of  the 
Amendment,  because  he  could  show  that 
it  would  be  tm  excrescence  on  the  whole 
rating  system.  He  was  right  in  this,  but 
the  Amendment  is  an  infinitely  less  ugly  ex- 
crescencethanthe  Bill  itself.  I  feltsure  that 
although  he  might  make  short  work  with 
the  Amendment,  he  could  not  speak  for 
many  minutes  without  making  shorter 
work  with  the  arguments  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill. 
When  I  came  into  the  House  I  heard  the 
hon.  Gentleman  challenge  the  Opposition, 
to  controvert  the  proposition  that  a 
clergyman  who  was  a  tithe-owner  was  the 
only  person  rated  on  his  income.  Well,. 
Uie  proposition  was  so  absurdly  stated 
that  I  was  not  surprised  that  it  was  not 
answered  from  this  side  of  the  House. 
The  answer  was  reserved  for  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stroud  himself.  Before  he 
had  finished  three  sentences  of  his  speech 
he  pointed  out  that  the  owner  of  every 
rateable  property  was  rated  on  the  income 
of  that  property,  and  therefore  every 
person  whose  property  consists  of  rateable 
property,  if  he  is  foolish  enough  to  consi- 
der his  income  as  the  gross,  income  of  that 
property,  is  rated  on  that  income.  But  if 
either  he  or  a  clergyman  is  sensible 
enough  to  realise  that  his  true  income  is 
the  net  income  of  that  property,  neither 
he  nor  the  clergyman  is  rated  on  his  in- 
come. The  whole  case  lies  in  a  nutshell. 
It  does  not  matter  whether  the  tithe  is 
in  the  hands  of  a  layman  or  is  an  endow- 
ment of  a  benefice.  Since  the  Act  of 
Elizabeth  no  human  being  has  ever  been 
the  beneficial  proprietor  of  the  gross  tithe. 
He  has  only  been  the  beneficial  proprietpr 
of  the  net  tithe,  and  if  you  choose  to 
attach  the  tithe  to  a  benefice,  all  the  in- 
come you  have  thus  given  to  the  benefice 
is  the  net  tithe,  and  you  have  no  business 
to  talk  about  that  income  being  rated.  It 
it  not  until  after  it  is  rated  that  it  becomes 
an  income.  ^Vhen  you  tiu-n  to  the  Tithe 
Commutation  Act — which  has  been  de- 
scribed in  various  language  by  ditfeient 
Members,  but  which  was  drawn  in  the 
simplest  possible  language — what  do 
you  find  ?  The  framers  of  that 
Act  took  care  that  every  tithe- 
owner  got  into  his  hands  in  the  first 
place  the  gi  oss  tithes,  in  order  that  they 
I  might  lie  doing  justice  in  making  him  tl^ 
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person  who  was  to  pay  the  rates,  so  that 
after  paying  the  rates  he  would  be  left  in 
possession  of  the  net  tithe.  There  was 
no  mystery  about  that.  The  object  of  the 
Tithe  Commutation  was  simply  to  put  the 
gross  tithe  in  the  hands  of  the  tithe-owner, 
because  he  was  unquestionably  the  man 
who  had  to  pay  to  the  community  its  share 
of  the  revenue,  which  left  him  in  possession 
of  the  only  property  he  ever  had  in  it — 
namely,  the  net  tithe.  I  should  very 
much  like  to  hear  any  hon.  Member  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  get  up  and 
deny  that  that  was  what  was  done  by  the 
Tithe  Commutation  Act.  Well,  the  con- 
sequence is  that  the  lay  impropriator  or 
clergyman  is  in  receipt  of  the  net  tithe.  How 
does  the  lay  impropriator  get  it  t  Why, 
he  buys  it.  What  does  he  pay  for  ? 
The  gross  tithe  1  No,  he  pays  for  the  in- 
come that  comes  out  of  the  net  tithe,  and 
when  he  gets  the  net  tithe,  he  gets  all 
tiiat  he  purchased.  Now  let  me  turn  to 
the  clergyman.  How  does  he  get  it  t 
He  accepts  a  living  with  certain  duties, 
and  in  return  he  gets  the  net  tithe.  He 
purchases  it  not  by  a  capital  sum,  but  by  an 
undertaking  to  do  certain  work,  and  that  is 
just  as  much  a  purchase  of  the  net  tithe, 
and  not,  therefore,  the  gross  tithe,  as 
if  he  paid  £2,000  for  it.  The  hon.  Meni- 
J)er  for  King's  Lynn,  I  think  it  was, 
£U^ested  that  there  should  be  a  reduction 
X)f  the  rate  upon  tithes  forpersonal  services ; 
but  the  clergyman  has  acquired  the  net 
tithe  in  return  for  personal  services. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  the 
hon.  aud  learned  Gentleman's  pardon.  I 
did  not  maj^e  that  statement. 

*Mr.  MOULTON  :  Well,  perhaps  I 
lought  to  have  referred  to  a  suggestion  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stroud.  Let  us  hear 
no  more  about  deductions  for  a  curate  or 
deductions  for  personal  services.  The 
clergyman  not  had  to  pay  a 
capital  sum  to  acquire  the  right  to  take 
that  net  tithe.  The  clergyman  had  to 
undertake  that  he  would  do  something 
•for  it ;  and  do  you  mean  to  say  that 
it  is  in  accordance  with  either  justice,  or 
any  principle  of  rating  that  a  man 
can  deduct  from  the  income  of  rateable 
property  the  cost  of  acquiring  that 
property  by  himself? 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  must  invite  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  approach 
the  consideration  of  the  question  now 
before  the  House.  The  argument  he  is 
addressing  to  the  Committee  is  not  rele- 
vant to  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  MwHaiL 


*Mr.  MOULTON:  I  should  accept 
instantly  your  decision,  Mr.  Lowther,  but 
I  would  point  out  that  this  is  a  question  of 
reducing  the  endowment.  We  say,  there- 
fore, wearejustifiedin  disregarding  the  plea 
of  injustice,  and  restricting  the  increase  to 
as  small  an  endowment  as  p<»sible.  I  am 
now  dealing  with  the  suggestion  that  it  is 
an  injustice,  because  there  are  certain 
services  by  which  the  clergyman  gets 
possession  of  the  tithe.  I  leave  myself 
entirely  in  your  hands,  but  I  submit  that 
my  argument  is  very  relevant  to  the 
question  of  whether  this  is  a  matter  of 
justice  in  which  all  tithe  is  to  be  treated 
alike. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  That  question  is 
raised  by  a  subsequent  Amendment. 

*Mr.  MOULTON  :  I  think  I  may  re- 
mind you  that  we  were  challenged  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stroud  to  go  into 
this  very  matter.  However,  I  accept 
your  ruling,  and  pass  on.  We  are 
dealing  in  this  case  with  an  Amendment 
which  says  that  only  the  poorer  clergy 
should  have  this  endowment.  Now  I  caji 
quite  understand  why  the  Government 
oppose  an  Amendment  like  this,  just  as  I 
can  understand  why  they  give  no  relief 
to  the  lay  impropriator.  They  do  not 
know  who  he  is,  and  he  might  be  a 
Liberal.  The  poor  clergyman  may 
know  enough  about  poor  people  to 
be  a  doubtful  supporter  of  the 
Government.  But  there  is  no  doubt 
about  the  rich  clergyman.  It  is  safe  to 
go  firm  upon  that.  The  consequence  is 
that  they  naturally  oppose  the  su^estion 
that  the  relief  should  only  be  given  to  the 
poorer  clergymen.  Now,  on  wl^t  prindi^ 
18  that  to  be  done,  that  we  should  give  t£is 
relief  to  all  the  people  who  own  tithes?  Is 
it  to  be  said  that  it  is  a  question  here  of 
the  nature  of  an  income  from  tithes  1  It  is 
admitted  that  there  is  no  case  whatever 
in  which  a  property  should  be  increased 
by  a  gift  from  the  State  in  this  way  to 
the  owner.  What  was  said  in  re^ird 
to  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act  1  That 
the  relief  was  given  to  the  tenant  farmer, 
and  that  it  was  ridiculous  to  Bluest  that 
the  landlords  would  receive  it.  uthis  is  to 
be  conddered  as  a  case,  not  of  poverty, 
but  of  endowment— well,  then,  the  last 
shadow  of  any  justification  for  bringing 
in  this  Bill  must  go,  and  it  must  be  looked 
upon  as  a  deliberate  gift  to  the  rich  in 
proportion  to  their  wealth. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newingtoii,  W.) : 
If  any  hon.  Member  is  justified  in  sup- 
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porting  this  Amendment,  it  is  a  man  like 
myself  who  represents  one  of  the  largest 
and  poorest  parishes  in  South  Ix>ndon. 
Much  has  been  said  about  the  poor  country 
parson,  but  not  a  word  about  the  poor 
London  parson.    London  is  paying  out 
of  all  proportion  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  to 
eupport  the  country  parson.     We  are 
called  upon   to  produce   £19,000  for 
the  relief  of  parsons,  rich  and  poor  alike, 
throughout  the  country,  while  of  that 
sum  we  obtain  only  aliout  £900.  When 
my  poor  constituents  go  to  Kennington 
Oval,  they  see  it  swarming  with  country 
parsons  enjoying  their  ease,  sad  looking 
on  at  cricket  matches ;  they  think  it  a 
hard  case  that  they  should  be  rated  to 
further  add  to  the  luxury  and  comforts  of 
the  rich  parsons.    I  speak  on  this  ques- 
tion as  a  Churchman.    If  there  is  any 
desire  to  improve  the  position  of  the  poor 
parsons  throughout  the  country,  the  best 
way  is  to  allocate  some  of  the  huge  funds 
in  possession  of  the  wealthiest  Church  in 
the  world  for  that  purpose.    AVhen  I  tell 
my  constituents  in  South  London  that 
the  Archbishop  of  Ganterbur}'  has  an 
income  three  times  that  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  draws  £15,000  a  year,  and 
when  they  see  aXi  round  them  poor  clergy- 
men. Church  of  England  as  well  as  Non- 
conformist, doing,  not  the  light  work  of 
the  country  parson,  but  more  heavy  and 
magnificent  work  in  the  poorest  parts  of 
London,  I  think  they  will  say  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  higher  parsons  in  the 
Church  of  England  to  allocate  some  of 
these  huge  funds  to  the  poor  clergy. 
Keference  has  been  made  to  personal  ser- 
\ice.      Does  it   not   occur    to  those 
who   make  such  references    that  the 
Church    pf    England    is    based  upon 
personal  senice  ?    Are  not  advowsons 
ix)ueht  and  sold  every  day  in  the  open 
market,  and  whoever  buys  an  advowson 
has  imposed  on  him  the  necessity,  within 
six  months,  of  appointing  some  one  who 
will  give  personal  service.     This  Bill 
endows  the  Church  of  England  ;  it  endows 
equally  the  rich  and  the  poor  parson, 
but  it  endows  the  rich  parson   in  a 
degree  out  of  all  proportion  to  that  which 
it  endows  the  poor  parson.  Further- 
more, it  endows  the  rich  landlord  who 
has  been  already  relieved  of  the  rates  on 
agricultural  property.     The  shop-keeper 
is  rated  at  an  average  of  68.  or  7s.  in  the 
£,  and  has  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
making  both  ends  meet.    And  yet  this 
over-rated  citizen,  who  works  quite  as  hard 
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as  the  London  clergy,  and  far  harder  than 
any  country  clergyman,  is  called  upon  to 
re^ndow  out  oi  his  scanty  earnings  a 
Church  to  which  probably  be  does  not 
belong.  The  poor  Koman  Catholics,  after 
they  have  made  great  sacrifices  in  order  to 
pay  their  own  clergy,  have  further  to  pay 
the  parson  of  the  Established  Chiu-ch,  and 
furthermore,  they  are  called  upon  to 
augment  to  a  certain  extent  the  value  of 
the  advowsons.  The  ratepayers  of  London 
have  good  reason  to  feel  that  thepr  are  not 
being  treated  with  anything  like  justice  by 
hon.  and  right  hon.  OentUmen  opposite. 
The  princi^e  on  which  this  Bill  is  based 
is  "To  him  that  hath  more  shall  be 
given,"  and  giving  less  to  the  poor  man 
than  to  the  rich.  K  the  Church  of 
England  is  in  need  of  funds,  surely  it  is 
possible  to  do  what  was  done  by  the 
Protestant  Churchmen  in  Ireland.  As 
soon  as  their  endowment  was  practically 
taken  away,  the  Irish  Protestants  put 
their  hands  into  their  pockets,  and  in 
most  instances  doubled  the  income  of  the 
parsons.  We  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
richest  Church  in  the  country  to  do  what 
is  done  every  day  by  the  Nonconfomusts. 
What  we  feel  most  keenly  in  London  is 
that  those  who  belong  to  Nonconformist 
churches  should  be  called  upon  to  pay 
twice  over,  and  out  of  all  proportion  to 
their  means. 

Mr.  LEAMS  (FUnt  Burghs) :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
spoken  for  a  large  urban  constituency.  I 
have  been  waiting  in  vain  for  any  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  other  sid^  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  large  lu-ban  constituency,  to 
get  up  in  his  place  and  defend  this  BilL 
This  Bill  is  to  some  extent  on  the  same 
principle  as  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act, 
under  which  London  lost  £400,000  a 
year.  I  would  ask  if  the  representatives 
of  London  and  the  great  urban  con- 
stituencies are  going  to  allow  another 
vast  amount  of  money  to  slip  through 
their  fingers,  and  to  be  paid  in  laiger  part 
to  the  rich  clergy  of  the  country.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Stroud  said  that  this  Amend- 
mend,  if  passed,  would  be  inconsistent 
with  every  principle  of  rating.  Well,  the 
Government  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
supports  have  done  many  inconsistent 
things  in  the  past,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  do  another.  Take 
the  case  of  the  Voluntary  Schools  Bill 
for  instance.  In  that  case  they  departed 
from  every  principle  upon  which  public 
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schools  had  been  treated  before.    I  believe  |     Queatiou  put. 
if  it  were  put  to  the  taxpayers  of  the 
country,  and  a  plebiscite  taken  upon  it,  it 

would  be  found  that  99  out  of  every  100  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  155  ; 

would  reject  the  Government  proposal  Noes,  251.     (Division  Lisl^  No.  230.) 
without  the  slightest  hesitation. 
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'V^yriUiMarmaduke  D'Arcy  I  Tellers  for  rnr.  Noes — Sir 
Yonn^  Commander  (BerkisE.)  William  WaJrond  and  Mr. 
Yoiingei^  William  |  Anstrather. 


Wortley.Rt.  Hon.C.B.Stuait- 
W'yndham,  George 
Wyiiclham-Quin,MajorW.  H. 

*Mr.  NUSSEY  (Pontefract) :  I  rise  to 
iaore  the  Amendment  which  stands  in  my 
name,  and  I  venture  to  think  it  is  one 
which  is  well  worthy  the  consideration  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  The  Amend- 
ment will  have  the  effect  of  placing  the 
Bill  on  all  fours  with  the  Agricultural 
Sating  Bill  of  1896,  of  which  it  is  said  to 
be  the  corollary.  While  the  tithes  from 
agricultural  land  hare  fallen  in  value  from 
100  to  68  per  cent.,  urban  tithes  levied  on 
land  have  increased  in  valne.  Moreover, 
clergymen  in  country  districts  are  depen- 
dent almost  wholly  upon  the  tithe,  but  the 
clergy  in  towns  are  not  so  dependent, 
and  do  not  require  this  relief.  The  in- 
come of  the  urban  clergyman  is  derived 
principally  from  pew  rents,  and  he  has 
many  means  of  increasing  his  income  if 
he  only  does  his  duty. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  rent- 
cha^e,  to  inHrt  the  words  'derived  from 
agrioultoral  land.'"— (4; r.  NvMejf.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  long  :  The  hon.  Gentleman  fails 
to  realise  that  whether  the  tithe  rent- 
charge  arises  out  of  agricultural  land 
or  not,  the  efiect  on  the  owner 
is  the  same.  The  tithe  rent-charge . 
in  urban  districts  is  governed  by 
the  same  laws,  the  same  conditions,  as 
that  derived  from  agricultural  land,  and 
its  incidence  is  the  same.  Therefore  I 
see  no  reason  for  drawing  a  distinction 
between  the  two  classes  of  owners, 
more  especially  as  the  Committee  have 
already  decided  in  a  most  emphatic 
manner  that  it  is  undesirable  to  draw  any 
such  distinction. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  hardly  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  full^  appreciates 
the  very  able  and  interesting  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  who  moved  this  Amend- 
ment. What  is  the  principle  of  this  Bill  1 
That  tithe  rent  is  certainly  rateable,  but 
that  certain  deductions  should  be  made 
in  respect  of  services.  There  is  a  great 
distinction  between  the  parson  in  the 
country  and  the  parson  in  the  town. 
The  parson  in  the  town  has  direct  re- 
muneration for  his  services  by  his  pew 
rents  and  Easter  offerings,  and  in  large 
towns  the  congr^tious  can  reward  the 
servues  ^oC  w6k  mimaters.    But  tiie 


same  reward  is  not  open  to  the  coimtrv 
clergyman.  The  deduction  which  might 
be  reasonably  made  for  services  in  the 
case  of  the  country  parson  caimot  on  the 
same  terms  be  made  to  a  London  parson, 
because  he  is  specially  paid  for  his 
services.  Therefore  my  hon.  friend's 
Amendment  is  absolutely  in  conformity 
with  the  only  principle  of  this  Bill,  as 
laid  down  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stroud,  when  he  asks  that  a 
distinction  should  be  drawn  between 
these  two  classes  of  dergj'meiL 

Mr.  HARWOOT):  I  think  the  right 
hon.  (Tentleman  wa»  not  quite  right  in 
the  impression  that  he  gai'e  the  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  the  difference  between 
the  tithe  on  agricultural  land  and  tithe 
on  suburlian  land.  There  is  really  a 
distinction  between  agricultural  land  and 
suburban  land,  and  we  are  giving  relief 
to  the  tithe-owners  of  agricultural  land 
really  because  tithe  has  fallen  in  value. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  that 
the  value  of  tithe  on  suburban  land  is 
increasing  all  over  the  country. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS :  I  think  there 
is  very  strong  reason  for  supporting  my 
hon.  mend's  Amendment.  Tlie  bargain 
madein  1836  was  a  bargain  advantageous  to 
the  tithe-owners ;  therefore  my  hon.  friend 
was  right  in  saying  that  in  towns  where 
there  has  been  no  reduction  in  the  tithe 
the  clergy  are  not  entitled  to  this  relief. 

Mb.  ASQUITH  :  Those  who  voted  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment  previously 
before  the  House  are  logically  bound  to 
vote  for  this.  It  is  penectly  true  that 
the  value  of  £100  tithe  rent-charge  varies 
according  to  how  it  is  derived  from  the 
land,  but  it  is  not  on  that  account  that 
we  commend  this  Amendment.  The 
object  of  this  Amendment,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  is  to  distinguish  between 
necessitous  cases  and  those  where  there  is 
no  necessity  at  all.  It  is  impossible  to 
study  the  evidence  before  the  Koyal  Com- 
mission without  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  real  ^ievance  was  placed  before 
the  Commission.  That  arose,  I  do  not  say 
the  whole  of  it,  but  a  great  part,  from  the 
Agrioultura!  Rating  Act  of  1896.  It  was 
liecauae  the  clergymen  were  left  out  of 
that  Act  that  they  now  come  forward 
and  claim  this  relief,  and  now  say 
that  they  are  assessed   at   a  much 
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greater  amount  than  they  have  ever  been 
assessed  before.  I  think  they  have  a  per- 
fectly genuine  grievance  in  that  respect. 
The  Act  was  thoroughly  unjust  in 
its  operation  as  between  the  different 
classes  and  the  land  itself.  I  have  to  pay 
additional  rates  in  my  rural  parish 
because  you  have  given  this  relief  to  the 
land.  That  is  the  state  of  things  which 
we  have  got  to  deal  with,  and  the  effect 
of  this  Amendment  is  to  give  relief  where 
the  effect  of  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act 
is  to  throw  new  and  additional  burdens 
on  the  clergy,  and  that  is  the  ground  on 
which  I  support  it. 

Mb.  lewis  :  There  is  one  considera- 
tion which  has  not  been  dealt  with  in  this 
discussion,  and  that  is  that  in  the  case  of 
urban  districts  where  the  land  is  covered 
with  houses  no  tithe  rate  ought  to  be 
charged  at  all.  It  is  a  great  injustice 
that  it  should  be  charged,  but  it  is, 
though  not  a  single  ear  of  com  grows 
upon  the  land  nor  is  an  animal  fattened 
upon  it.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that 
we  should  lessen  any  of  those  charges 
which  have  been  properly  made  upon  it. 
I  observe  from  the  remarks  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (hat  this  Amendment  is 
not  brought  for^vard  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  desirable  to  give  to  the  clergy  the 
same  kind  of  relief  ^vcn  two  years  ago 
to  the  agricultural  mid.  One  jm>und 
after  another  upon  which  the  Bill  is 
defended  is  being  given  up,  and  we  may 
soon  find  ourselves  faced  by  a  Bill  which 
logically  has  not  a  leg  to  stand  upon. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  My  right  hon. 
friend  said  that  this  was  not  a  question 
of  necessity  but  of  justice.  He  puts  it 
this  way,  that  these  unfortunate  clergy 
for  about  fifteen  centuries  had  been  pay- 
ing more  than  they  were  entitled  to  do. 
My  only  surprise  is  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentl^fui  did  not  suggest  that  they 
should  have  compensation  for  the  amount, 
which  they  had  paid  during  that  time.  I 
listened  with  attention  to  ray  hon.  friend 
who  moved  the  Amendment,  atid  when 
he  commenced  I  had  an  open  mind,  but 
he  thoroughly  convinced  me,  and  nobody 
on  the  other  side  has  dared  to  tackle  the 
Amendment.  The  object  of  this  House 
is  not  only  to  pass  legislation,  the  country 
expects  these  questions  to  be  thoroughly 
thrashed  out.  We  arc  in  the  position  of 
fishers  trying  to  angle  the  arguments  of 
hon.  (icutlomen  opposite,  and  though 


occasionally  an  hon.  Gentleman  gets  up 
and  nibbles  a  little,  he  will  not  swallow 
the  bait  and  meet  our  arguments  in  an 
honest  and  frank  manner.    The  difference 
between  London  and  the  country  with 
'  regard  to  this  question  has  been  pointed 
I  out,  but  one  thing  which  has  not  been  dealt 
'  with,  and  which  has  always  been  urged  by 
I  country  clergymen,  is  that  in  a  great  many 
:  parishes  there  are  no  wealthy  men  tuid  the 
clerg}'man  has  the  Voluntary  schools  and 
the  subscriptions  to  the  blanket  fund  and 
so  on  thrown  upon  his  own  hands ;  but 
that  is  not  so  with  regard  to  the  urban 
clergy.     If  we  accept  the  Minister  of 
Agnculturo  as  spokesman,  who  tells  us 
we  ought  in  justice  to  restore  what  the 
clergy  nave  been  deprived  of  all  these 
centuries,  we  should  not  vote  for  this 
Amendment. 

Mr.  J.  H.  BOBEKTS  (Denbighshire, 
W.) :  There  is  a  clear  distinction  between 
the  case  of  the  minister  in  the  country 
and  the  clergyman  in  the  town.  In  the 
j  country  the  clergyman  is  dependent 
almost,  if  not  quite,  entirely  upon  the 
tithe.  I  do  not  think  this  is  the  case 
with  the  clergyman  in  the  towns.  Owing 
to  their  different  surroundings  they  can- 
not live  wholly  on  the  tithes.  In  the 
case  of  London,  a  few  clergymen  will 
obtain  this  relief  simply  because  they 
happen  to  be  parish  clergymen,  and  there- 
fore entitled  to  receive  tithe,  but  by  far 
the  greater  number  of  clergymen,  who  are 
in  charge  of  voluntary  churches,  will  not 
receive  any  relief  whatever.  Upon  that 
practical  ground  I  support  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  LOGAN:  My  hon.  friend  below 
me  has  put  me  in  rather  a  difficult  posi- 
tion, because  before  I  heard  him  I  thought 
it  would  be  a  good  thin^  to  put  the  whole 
burden  on  those  living  in  towns,  In  order 
that  it  might  waken  people  up  as  to  the 
doings  of  the  present  Government.  But, 
having  listened  to  my  hon.  friend,  I  shall 
support  his  Amendment,  because  if  it  is 
passed  I  think  it  will  minimise  the  evils 
of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  STUART  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) : 
I  shall  also  vote  for  this  Amendment, 
althou^  I  think  it  might  have  been  put 
in  a  different  form.  I  think  it  will  even- 
tually come  all  right.  It  is  not  a  question 
so  much  of  where  the  tithe  comes  from, 
but  where  it  goes  to,  and  it  should  go  to 
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the  clergy  who  derive  their  income  from 
the  lanoT  This  Amendment  will  exclude 
the  clergjiinen  of  the  towns,  no  doubt, 
but  I  would  much  rather  that  it  should 
have  been  worded  in  a  manner  which 
would  have  made  it  direct  than  in  the 
indirect  way  in  which  it  at  present 
stands. 


Mr.  LLOYD  -  GEORGE  :  I  am  sorry 
the  Government  cannot  accept  this 
Amendment,  because  this  proposal  was 
placed  in  the  forefront  of  the  argument 
that  as  the  landowners  had  received  relief 
the  tithes  should  receive  the  same.  There 
was  not  a  witness  who  gave  evidence 
before  the  Royal  Commission  who  did  not 
not  base  his  proposal  on  that  principle. 
The  proposal  to  extend  the  relief  to  all 
tithcowners  in  town  as  well  as  in  country, 
whatever  the  basis  of  the  ownership  of 
the  tithe  might  be,  goes  beyond  the  case 
which  had  been  made  out  by  the  Com- 
mission on  Local  Taxation,  and  beyond 
the  fair  interpretation  of  the  recommen- 
dations of  that  Commission.  There  is  no 
proof  of  any  demand  being  made  before 
the  Commission  for  reli^  on  behalf  of 
clergymen  who  derived  their  tithe  from 
pr^Mrty  other  than  agricultural  land, 
and  I  challenge  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
to  produce  any.  Is  it  fair  that  the  com- 
munity should  be  taxed  in  order  to  benefit 
the  urban  clergy.who  have  never  even  com- 
plained or  made  out  in  any  way  that  they 
had  a  grievance  ?  In  the  urban  districts 
the  Church  is  enormously  rich.  There 
waa  a  Bill  down  from  the  House  of  Lords 
with  regard  to  one  diocese  in  Manchester, 
where  some  property  of  the  church  was 
sold,  and  the  price  obtained  for  that  pro- 
perty was  so  large  that  the  bishops  and 
archbishops  in  the  House  of  Lords  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  too  large  to 
divide  between  the  four  canons,  and  they 
appropriated  some  to  the  other  cathedral 
clergy.  The  property  of  the  clergy  in 
towns  has  increased  enormously  in  value, 
owing  to  the  increase  of  population  in  the 
towns  and  the  industry  of  the  population, 
and  it  is  most  unfair  to  tax  those  people 
for  the  benefit  of  clergy  who  are  already 
deriving  great  advantages  ttom  the  urban 
communities. 


*Mr.  PERKS:  I  shall  support  this 
Amendment.  Many  of  my  constituents 
are  people  who  have  been  called  in  this 
debate  Churchmen,  meaning  merdy 
Anglican  Churchmen,  and  it  is  a  curious 
fact  that  I  have  not  received  a  single 
letter  from  squires,  landowners,  farmers, 
or  even  labourers,  asking  me  to  vote  for 
this  Bill.  I  can  quite  conceive  the  hon. 
Members  representing  urban  districts 
having  had  appeals  made  to  them  to  vote 
for  it,  but  none  have  come  to  me.  One 
thing  might  be  suggested  in  support  of 
the  Bill,  but  it  has  not  been,  namely,  that 
this  money  is  being  given  for  services 
rendered.  That  ai^;ument  might  make 
the  Bill  more  attractive  to  the  farmer  and 
the  labourer,  who  might  feel  that  they,  out 
of  their  small  incomes,  were  relieving  the 
Anglican  clergy.  I  think  this  Bill  should 
be  limited  to  those  clergy  who  derived 
their  income  from  agricultural  land. 

*Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS :  I  also 
support  this  Amendment.  I  do  so  on  the 
ground  that  as  this  really  is  a  Clei^ 
Relief  Bill,  the  relief  should  be  limited  to 
those  who  really  need  it. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  There  is  one  very  good  reason  why 
this  Amendment  shoidd  he  carried,  and 
that  is,  if  it  is  carried  it  will  redu<%  the 
amount  which  the  Gk>veniment  pt)po8e8 
to  give  the  clergy  under  this  BiU.  It 
is  no  reason,  because  the  Government 
gave  the  landlords  something  to  which 
they  were  not  entitled,  that  they  should 
not  have  been  consistent,  and  give  the 
parsons  something  as  well.  They  did 
not  do  so,  and  it  is  oiJy  natural 
that  the  parsons  should  now  ask  for  this 
relief.  I  do  not  agree  with  what  the 
Church  teaches,  though  many  devout  men 
that  I  know  do ;  and  if  you  allow  the 
working  men  to  look  upon  a  certain 
number  of  the  clergy  as  mere  mendicant 
friars,  you  will  not  increase  their  respect 
for  the  Church  itself.  I  support  the 
Amendment  liecause  I  believe  the  Bill  is 
a  bad  Bill  from  beginning  to  end,  and 
anything  which  reduces  its  evils  must  be 
gocxl. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :  Avea,  98 
Noes,  181.   (Division  List,  Na  231.) 


Ahrahani,Williaiii(C'Ork,N.K.) 
Atberley-JoneB,  L. 
Anatk,  M.  (Limerick,  AV.) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 


AYES. 

Bayley,  Tbonias  (Derbyshire) 
Billson,  Alfred 
Caldwell,  James 
CampbsU'Bannermani  Sir  H. 
Canston,  Bichard  Knight 


Cawley,  Frederick 
aoogh,  Walter  Owen 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Cmraa,  Tbomas  (Sligo,R.) 
Davitt,  Mufaael 
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Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  C. 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
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Foster,  Sir  Walter(DerbyCo.) 
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Haldane,  Richard  Hurdon 
Harcoart,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W. 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
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Hntton,  A'lfred  E.  (Morley) 
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Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,l>avidBrynnior(Swans.)  ; 
Kay-Shuttlewortb,RtHnSirU  ' 
Kilbride,  Denis 
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Lambert,  George 
Leng,  Sir  John 
LewiR,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-Oeorge,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnelI,Dr.M .  A.  (Qu'n'aC 
MacNeill,  John  (iordon  Swift 
M'Artlmr,  William  (Cornwall 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'ljeod,  John 
Maddison,  Fretl. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen 
Morgan ,  W.  Prit  chard  ( Merth'r 
Morton.Edw.  J.C.  jDevonport) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  WUliam 
O'Brien,  Jamea  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Janie9(WickIow,W. 
(('Connor,  T.  P.  (Liveriiool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Ferks,  Robert  William 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Priestley,  Briggfi  (Yorks.) 
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Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  Jolin  H.  (Denbiglis.) 
Robertson,  Edmnnd  (Dundee) 
Kunciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soaraes,  Arthur  Welleslqr 
Soattar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stuart,  Jamea  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  A.  {Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamomui,  E.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Fbilips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Warner,  Thomas  ConrtcoiayT. 
Wedderbnm,  Sir  William 
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Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
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Wilson,  J.  H.(Middlesbnragh) 

Tellers  for  tub  Ayes.— 
Mr.  Nussey  and  Mr.  God* 
dard. 


Allhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Captain  J.  FitzKoy 
BfuleT,  James  (Walworth) 
BiUrd,  John  George  A. 
Balcarres,  Lonl 
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Kimes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
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Bethell,  Commander 
Bigwood,  James 
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Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 


NOES. 

Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
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Galloway.  Wm.  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
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Morrell,  Geoi)^  Herbert 
Mort<m,ArthtirHA  (Deptford) 
Motmt,  WUliom  Uewge 
Miirray,KtHnA.  Graliai)t(Bnte 
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Pender,  Sir  James 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  K.  {Lanes.  Newton 
Piatt- HijKgins,  Frederick 
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Flyoe-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edwartl 
Pmris,  Robert 
Pym,iC.  Guy 
Qnilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Ridley,  RtHon.  SirM.  W. 


{COMMONS} 

Rttchie,Rt.Hon.Cli8.  Thomson 
KobertsoD,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Royda,  Clement  Molyneox 
Russell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Itntherforil,  John 
Samuel,  Harry  S.(Liniehouse) 
Sandy a,Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myles 
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Sbarpe,  William  Edward  T. 
SideDottoni,William(  Derbysh, 
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Sinclair,  Ijooia  (Romford) 
Smith.  Hon.  W.F.D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lm^  (Lanes.) 
Stock,  James  Heniy 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
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ToUemache,  Heniy  James 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscoont 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Lieat.-C«l.  C.E.(Kent 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wliarton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Williams  Colonel  U.  (Dorset) 
Williams.  Jtn.  Powell  (Birm.) 
Wilaon-Todd.  W.  H.  (Yorka.) 
Wortley.Rt.  Hn.  C.K  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndhara-Quin,  MajorW.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander  (Berkf«,E.) 

Tellers  fob  the  Xo^— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  ADstrutber. 


Mr.  LAMBERT:  The  Amendment 
which  I  have  to  propose  raises  rather  an 
important  point,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
a  great  deal  of  confusion  exists  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  In  reply  to  a  question, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that 

"  it  was  not  correct  to  say  that  the  sum  was 
generally  added  in  respect  of  rates.  It  was 
only  added  where  the  rates  had  been  pre- 
viously paid  by  the  tithe-payer  am  I  not  hy  ihe 
tiLheowuer." 

If  that  were  true,  that  would  show  tliat 
this  had  been  added  in  respect  of  rates 
only  in  a  very  few  oases.  I  must,  how- 
ever, quote  against  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  evidence  given  before  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Agriculture  by  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (Mr. 
Elliojit).  In  answer  to  a  question  by  Mr. 
Little : 

"No.  39,058.  Would  it  be  right,  do  you 
think,  to  say  that  the  large  majority  of  the 
cases  were  tliose  where  rates  had  been  paid 
by  the  tithe-payer?" 

Mr.  Elliott  replied : 

*'  I  think  a  very  large  proportion  un- 
doubtedly fall  into  tbat  eatc^^oiy. 

He  also  stated : 

"  It  seems  to  have  been  a  very  general  prac- 
tice for  the  tithe-payer  to  pay  the  rates 
instead  of  the  tithe-owner." 

Therefore  the  answer  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  conveyed  somewhat  of  a  wrong 
impression  when  he  said  that  it  was  not 
correct  that  a  sum  was  generally  added  in 
respect  of  rates,  because  Mr.  Elliott  states 
that  it  must  have  been  the  general 
practice. 

Mr.  long  :  I  did  not  intend  to  mean 
by  that  answer  that  the  sum  added  in 


respect  of  rates  was  only  in  a  few  cases. 
The  hon.  Member  referred  only  to  a 

particular  sum. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  I  think  that  hon. 
Members  will  agree  with  me  that  Mr. 
Elliott's  evidence  shows  that  the  tithe- 
payer  pays  the  rates,  and  not  the  tithe- 
owner.  My  contention  is  that  a  very 
large  s'lm  was  addt'il  to  the  coinnns'tirt'i 
paid  Ly  lii^  Litinj-piiyci  lu  liie  iiili»;-oMin;r, 
and  paid  by  the  tithe-owner  in  the  shape 
of  rates.  I  think  it  is  quite  clear,  from 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Local  Taxation,  that  it  was  a 
very  general  practice  that  money  was 
added  for  the  payment  of  tithes.  This 
morning  I  received— as  I  have  no  doubt 
many  other  hon.  Members  did — a  com- 
munication from  the  Tithe  Rent-charge 
Owners  Union,  which  professes  to  d^ 
with  this  subject.    It  says : 

"  There  Ih  abundant  and  indisputable  evi- 
dence that,  so  far  from  having  anything  added 
to  the  tithe  in  1836,  the  reverse  was,  m  fact, 
the  ease  in  a  very  large  nnmber  of  instances." 

I  cannot  understand  why  a  gentleman  in 
the  position  of  the  seci'otaiy  to  the  union 
should  have  thought  it  right  to  endeavotir 
to  mislead  the  Membei's  of  this  House  in 
this  matter,  for  these  statements  are  mis- 
leading if  the  figures  which  have  appeared 
in  the  public  Press — notably  in  the  DaUy 
News — are  correct.  It  was  stated  in  the 
Press  that  there  were  4,784  cases  deaJt 
with,  and  out  of  this  total  no  less  than 
4,743  tithe-owners  had  their  incomes  in- 
creased at  the  time  of  commutation,  and 
only  forty-one  had  their  incomes  de- 
creased, and  twenty-five  of  these  incum- 
bents  whose  incomes  were  reduced 
averaged  about  £12  apiece.  Thei-ofore  I 
contend  that   the   Tithe  lient-chaige 
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Owners*  Union  know  perfectly  well  that 
they  hare  a  very  bad  tiaae  indeed  when 
they  endeavour  to  mislead  the  House 
with  facts  of  this  nature  before  us.  The 
amount  that  was  added  for  the  rates  was 
a  considerable  sum  indeed.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  get  at  the  precise  amount 
which  was  added,  but  I  will  quote  the 
evidence  given  by  Mr.  Alfred  De  Bock 
Porjter,  the  secretary  to  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners,  which  owns  £300,000  a 
year  tithes  in  every  county.  In  answer 
to  a  question  he  said : 


(Haies)  But.  386 

comes  to  a  vray  lai;ge  extent  indeed.  He 
savs : 


"  I  have  taken  four  paruhes  in  Northumber- 
land,  four  in  each  Riding  of  Yorkshire^  six  in 
Nottiqffhamsbire,  six  in  Suffolk,  six  in  Glou- 
oestenhire,  six  in  Bedford,  six  in  Sussex,  six 
in  Denbigh  and  Flint,  and  six  in  Glamorgan, 
and  I  have  made  a  summary  of  tbem.  From 
this  summary  it  would  appear  tbat,teking  these 
eases,  the  com^itioo  payable  by  the  tithe- 
payer  at  the  time  of  commutation  amounted 
m  the  aggregate  to  £24,512,  the  rates  which 
were  also  paid  by  the  tithe-payer  (the  parson 
liaring  his  income  net)  were  £5,7US ;  those 
two  added  together  made  £30,220,  and  I  6nd 
that  the  rent-charge  allotted  on  the  aggregate 
to  all  tho-e  was  £»J,7ol  or  almut  £500  more. 
The  livtrage  rate  over  the  whole  taken  at  the 
time  of  commutation  on  that  group  of  rent- 
charges  was  4f).  7)d.  in  the  £,  v^ereas  in 
1894-5  according  to  the  Local  Gorernment 
Board  they  were  28.  4^.  The  average  of  the 
old  rates  at  the  time  of  commutation  came  to 
about  6>.  in  the  £." 


Therefore,  they  were  commutod  at  that 
price.  If  these  figures  are  correct  which 
have  appeared  in  the  public  Press  it 
means  that  no  less  than  £241,669  was 
added  to  the  tithe-owners'  income  for  the 
payment  of  rates.  As  regards  the  rates 
payable  to^lay  the  right  bon.  Gentleman 
estimates  the  amount  by  which  the  tithe- 
owners  will  Iw  afTectcd  by  this  Bill  at 
XI  75,000.  I  may  1ms  told  that  all  tithe- 
owners  are  treated  alike,  but  if  that  be  so, 
it  makes  the  case  for  the  Bill  all  the  worse. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  puts  the  total 
affected  by  this  Bill  at  £2,412,000,  but  if 
we  take  Mr.  De  Bock  Porter's  figures  as 
accurate  it  would  work  out  at  £602,000 
vhich  the  clergy  were  paid  for  rates  at 
the  time  of  the  commutation  in  1836,  and 
that  shows  how  much  the  clergy  have 
benefited  by  the  reduction,  seeing  that  at 
the  present  moment  they  only  pay 
XI  75,000.  These  commutations  were 
enormous  in  many  cases.  I  have  read 
the  evidence  given  by  one  of  the  Members 
for  Dorsetshire,  which  shows  that,  in 
many  cases,  sums  were  added  to  the  in- 


"  In  the  above  thirteen  i>arishes  on  an  actual 
tithe  of  £5,174  no  less  thui  £1,026,  or  37^  per 
cent.,  was  o\-erpaid  in  1893.'' 

Now,  that  Xl,926  was  adde<l  to  the  tithe- 
owners'  income,  which  was  not  paid  in  rates 
in  1893  because  the  rates  have  decreased. 
I  think  that  is  the  evidence  of  a  gentle- 
man who  will  be  accepted  on  the  other 
side,  because  he  has  made  a  special  study 
of  this  question.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man stated  that  it  was  a  very  great  hard- 
ship indeed  to  the  ti^e-payers  that  they 
had  to  pay  this  enormous  burden  which 
was  added  through  the  rates  being  com- 
muted. I  have  a  case  here  which  I  think 
is  a  very  striking  one.  There  is  a  parish 
in  Buckinghamshire  whore  upon  XI, 500 
the  OM'ner  has  to  pay  no  less  a  sum  than 
X347  for  rates.  I  think  that  is  a  very 
large  siun  indeed.  At  the  present 
moment  if  that  gentleman  pays  rates  at 
2s.  6d.  in  the  X  he  will  pay  XI 25, 
whereas  at  the  time  of  commutation  he 
paid  X347,  which  was  added  to  his  income 
for  the  pajonent  of  rates.  Therefore,  he 
has  been  receiving  X222  for  the  pajrment 
of  rates  during  the  whole  of  the  years 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  tithes  were 
commuted.  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  it  fair  or  right  that,  after  the  tithe 
has  been  commuted  on  so  high  a  scale, 
and  after  such  an  enormous  amount  has 
been  added  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing rates,  you  should  now  come  to  the 
general  ratepayers  of  the  country  to  ask 
them  to  pay  these  rates  over  again  Y  I  am 
sure  that  if  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  will 
only  apply  his  mind  to  this  ({uestion,  he 
must  see  that  this  is  an  undoubted  case  of 
hardship,  and  I  would  auk  him  whether 
he  thinks  that  such  a  ataXo  of  ufTairs  will 
commend  this  Bill  to  the  rural  ratepayer. 
There  are  many  towns  where  the 
ratepayers  pay  extraordinarily  high  rates 
for  their  houses,  and  it  is  a  notorious  fact 
that  many  public  improvements  are 
stopped  in  many  of  our  great  towns  be- 
cause of  the  fear  of  putting  up  the  rates, 
and  yet  the  Government  are  actually 
taking  this  money  from  these  already 
overburdened  ratepayers  to  pay  half  these 
rates  which  had  a  largo  sum  added  to  them 
at  the  time  of  commutation.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  doing 
the  very  worst  thing  he  could  in  the 
interests  of  the  ChurcL  (Mr.  Long :  "No, 
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no.")  I  should  like  to  give  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  a  few  instances  from  his  own 
County  of  Essex  where  there  are  now 
tithes  paid  to  the  extent  of  7b.  an  acre. : 
I  say  that  this  is  a  clear  case  that  the 
amount  was  added  to  the  tithe-owners' 
income,  and  now  the  nghthon.  Gentleman 
comes  to  the  ratepayers  again  and  aska 
them  to  pay  another  half  of  these  rates. 
I  trust  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  own 
sense  of  fairness  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment, and  not  let  it  go  forth  to  the 
country  that  it  is  a  reproach  to  the  Gov^ 
emment  that  they  brought  in  a  Bill  which 
practically  makes  the  tithe-payer  pay  the 
rates  of  the  cleray  twice  over.  I  am  sure 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
give  attention  to  the  matter  he  will  see 
that  my  Amendment  is  not  only  in  the 
interest  of  the  ratepayer,  but  also  in  the 
interest  of  the  tithe-owner,  and  I  feel  sure 
that  nothing  will  stir  up  hostility  to  the 
Church  more  than  the  injustice  which 
will  be  done  if  tbis  Amendment  is  not 
accepted.   I  b^  to  move — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  5,  after  tlie  wonl '  rent- 
charge,  to  inuert  the  word^  '  which  had  no 
adtUtion  at  the  tune  of  coramutatioD  as  an 
erinivalent  of  rates  and  taxes.'  "—[Mr. 
Latnbert.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mk.  LONG:  If  the  Amendment  is 
accepted  it  will  defeat  what  the  Comniis- 
sioners,  who  carried  out  the  Tithe  Com- 
mutation Act  of  1836,  laid  down  as  bein^ 
the  main  object  of  the  Act.  They  indi- 
cated quite  clearly  that  their  object 
was  to  make  the  position  of  both  parties 
the  same,  both  with  regard  to  that  period 
and  the  future.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  told  US  that  a  large  sum  was  added 
to  the  tithe  in  order  to  meet  the  rates, 
and  I  gathered  from  his  concluding  re- 
marks that  it  had  come  from  the  tithe- 
payers,  but  it  is  a  complete  delusion  to 
say  that  that  sum  came  out  of  the  pocket 
of  the  tithe-payer.  Previous  to  the  passing 
of  the  Commutation  Act  many  people 
had  arrived  at  an  arrangement,  and  in 
some  cases  the  tithe-owner  included  in  his 
private  arrangement  a  stipulation  that 
the  tithe-payer  should  pay  the  rates 
and  pay  the  balance  left  over  to 
the    tithe  -  owner.    The  difFereiicu  bc- 

Mr.  Ltimberl 


tween  the  het  tithe  receivable  and  the 
total  sum  only  affected  the  tithe-owner. 
It  made  no  difference  to  the  tithe-i»yer 
whether  he  paid  the  money  to  the  tithe- 
owner  or  to  the  rate  collector,  for  he  had 
already  made  an  agreement  with  the 
tithe-owner  by  which  he  had  agreed  to 
act,  as  it  were,  as  his  agent  and  to  pay 
the  rates. 

Mr  D.  a.  THOMAS :  The  rates  were 
provided  for. 

Mr.  LONG  :  No ;  that  is  not  sa  The 
object  of  the  addition  in  such  cases  was, 
as  the  Commissioners  said,  that  in  both 
cases,  whether  the  tithe-owner  paid  the 
rates  or  not,  the  idtimate  settlement 
shoukl  give  him  the  gross  amount  to 
which  he  was  entitled  before.  The  Com- 
missioners say : 

"  CircumBtances  connected  with  the  pay- 
ment of  parochial  ratei  may  occasionally 
form  a  fpvand  for  applications  to  increase  or 
diminish  the  sum  named  by  the  great  amoant 
of  composition  on  rates.  We  undeTRtand  the 
main  object  of  the  Tithes  Commutation  Act  is 
to  perjietuate  in  the  fonii  of  tithe  rent-charge 
the  same  thing  the  parti«»  themselves  have 
treated  as  tiuies  during  the  seven  years 
previous  to  Christmas  1835,  with  the  exception 
of  certain  specified  eases  and  subject  to  a 
variation  in  all  to  the  extent  of  one-tiftb  of 
the  whole  of  such  sums.  While  doing  tliui  it 
is  also  the  purpose  of  the  Act  to  put  on  the 
same  footing  the  tithe-owners  who  nave  paid 
their  own  i)arochial  rates  and  the  tithe-owners 
whose  rat«s  have  been  paid  for  them  by  the 
tithe-iHwers,  and  therefore  in  two  parisneR  in 
both  of  which  tithes  have  been  treated  as 
worth  £600,  the  tithe-owner  in  one  has  received 
£000  and  paid  bis  own  rates  and  in  the  other 
the  tithe-owner  has  received  £400  and  £200  has 
been  paid  for  liini  as  ratfo,  that  £200  most  1>e 
added  to  the  £400  to  make  up  the  tithe-owner'-' 
real  average  and  put  him  on  a  footing  with  his 
neighbour?' 

To  draw  a  distinction  between  them  now 
would  be  to  do  a  great  injustice  to  those 
who  received  an  addition  in  order  simply 
Uy  put  them  on  a  level  with  those  from 
whose  tithe  no  deduction  had  been  made. 
In  the  circumstances  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  resist  the  Amendment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  am 
not  disposed  to  quarrel  with  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  (Tentleman  as  to  what 
took  place  at  the  time  of  the  Commu- 

tation  Act,  but  I  want  to  examine  the 
principle  of  the  Bill.    First  of  all,  I  wus 
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very  glad  to  hear  from  the  right  hon.  |  the  rate  was  Ss.,  and  it  is  now  28.  6d. ; 
Gentleman  the  admission  that  what  the  they  are  20  per  cent  better  ofT.  The  rieht 
tithe-owner  was  entitled  to  was  not  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Lon^)  nods  his 
whole  of  the  tithe,  but  the  composition,  head,  but  in  that  case  what  is  the  mean- 

The  composition  was  the  tithe  less  the  '  ing  of  the  Bill  ?  The  right  hon.  Grentle- 
rates.  Taking  the  gross  tithe  to  l^e  .£100  man  has  spoken  with  great  accuracy  and 
and  the  rates  £20,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- ;  frankness,  but  his  speech  is  a  condemna- 
mau  has  now  admitted  that  all  the  tithe-  tion  of  the  Bill.    The  fact  that  the  rate 


owner  is  entitled  to  was  £80. 


Mr.  long  :  I  said  nothing  of  the 
kind.  I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  but  


Sir  WILLIAM 
did  not  mean  that. 


HARCOURT:  You 


Mr.  L0N(J  :   I  have  er idea vou roil  to 
make  it  clear  that  what  I  meant  was  < 
that  the  tithe-owner   was  entitled  to 
£100.  -  i 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  Would  j 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  let  me  see  the  < 
Report  ?  The  Report  of  the  Commissioners  ^ 
distinctly  st^ies  that  what  the  tithe-owner ; 
got  was  the  composition  arrived  at  by . 

Frivate  arrangement  with  the  tithe-payer.  | 
am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  old  enough  ^ 
to  remember  the  time  when  the  tenth  i 
sheaf  was  taken  out  of  the  field.    That  of 


■has  fallen  was  a  great  compensation  for 
the  fact  that  the  tithe  rent-chai^  had 
fallen.  The  fact  is  that  the  Bill  is  based 
on  a  complete  misapprehension  of  the 
whole  case.  The  Government  ought  to 
look  at  the  real  {acta  and  know  what  they 
are.  The  alteration  in  the  rates  is  one  of 
the  most  material  elements  in  the  pro- 
blem. It  seems  to  me  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  proved  that  there  is  no 
foundation  for  this  reform  of  rating. 

The  FIKST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY ^Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manches- 
ter) :  I  do  not  know  on  what  principle  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  manages  his  own 
private  affairs  in  connection  with  rating, 
or  whether  he  considers  it  an  adequate 
consolation  for  losing  30  per  cent,  of  his 
income  that  his  rates  should  be  diminished 
by  one-half  at  the  same  time,  which  is 
the  consolation  he  offered  to  the  cleigy. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  spe- 
cially guarded  myself  from  including  the 


course  was  where  there  was  no  compo-  consideration  of  the  fall  in  the  rent-charge, 
sition.  Now  I  will  take  it  that  the  rates  at  ~ 
that  time  were  £20  out  of  £100,  and  the 
tithe-owner,  agreeing  with  the  landowner, 
consequently  got  £80.  That  was  the 
net  tiuie,  which  was  his  property.  Then 
came  the  Commutation  Act,  which  was  per- 
fectly fair,  which  added  to  his  income  the 
amountof  the  rates  in  order  that  the  clergy- 
man should  pay  them.  The  fallacy  which 
lay  at  the  root  of  this  whole  question  is  the 
belief  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  that  they 
were  always  entitled  to  the  £100  without 
deduction.  We  do  not  understand  that 
before  commutation  they  were  only 
entitled  to  the  net  tithe,  whether  they 
eompoundcfl   or  not.    It  is  im  entire 


but  I  alluded  to  it  because  the  Govem- 
I  ment  declared  that  that  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  wiih  their  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  would  only 
point  out  to  the  Committee  that  whatever 
other  merits  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  have,  it  is  not  addressed 
to  the  Amendment  before  the  House. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  It  was 
addressed  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  might 
have  been  addressed  to  the  Bill  at  large, 


faUacy  to  suppose  that  they  had  any  hard-  but  not  to  the  Amendment.  The  hon. 
ships  in  this  matter  aa  it  has  worked  ;  Member  opposite  moved  an  Amendment 


out.  That  is  material  to  the  claim  of  jus- 
tice. They  are  better  off  than  they  were 
before  commutation,  because,  the  rate 
being  less,  therefore  the  net  tithe  was 
greater,  so  far  from  being  a  grievance. 
They  are  in  a  better  position  than  they  were 
supposing  at  the  time  of  the  commutation 


in  which  he  endeavoured  to  draw  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  case  of  the  tithe  rent- 
charge  to  which  there  was  an  addition  at 
the  time  of  the  commutation  and  of  that  to 
which  there  was  no  addition.  There  is 
really  not  a  single  argument  in  the  speech 
of  the  right,  hon.  Gentleman  which  dealt 
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with  that  distinction,  and  therefore  the 
support  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
given  to  the  Amendment  is  very  slight 
and  scant.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  the  whole  root  of  the  difficulty  of  the 
Bill  and  the  grievance  of  which  the  clergy 
complain,  is  that  they  think  they 
are  entitled  to  the  full  tithe  rent- 
charge  without  deductions.  I  can 
only  say  I  have  never  heard  any 
clergyman,  however  solicitous  of  the 
rights  of  his  order,  put  forward  a  con- 
tention so  preposterous  as  that.  The 
only  contention  I  have  heard  put  forward 
hy  the  clergy  is  that  they  possess  for 
services  rendered  a  rateable  property,  that 
they  desire  that  that  property  should  he 
rated  on  equitable  terms,  and  that  the 
terms  on  which  they  were  rated  at  the 
present  time  were  not  equitable.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  far  too 
much  about  the  subject  to  be  dragged  into 
the  vulgar  fallacy  of  supposing  that  there 
was  no  claim  properly .  to  I>e  urged  by  the 
clergy  on  account  of  the  private  arrange- 
ment which  they  made  before  the  com- 
mutation period  with  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  rates.  When  that  commutation 
was  made  all  those  private  arrangements 
were  swept  away,  and  what  was  put  in 
their  place  was  this — that  the  clergy  were 
to  be  entitled  to  the  whole  of  the  tithe 
rent-charge,  subject  to  the  rates,  that 
might,  properly  be  paid  upon  the  account 
of  that  property.  On  that  arrangement 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  base 
the  contention  that  any  reform  of  an 
injustice,  if  injustice  there  was,  is  quite 
impossible.  Are  hon.  Members  prepared 
to  say  that  because  these  inequitable  rates 
have  been  levied  for  ten  or  twenty  years 
or  for  a  generation  or  two,  therefore  no 
reform  can  be  claimed  by  the  persons  who 
are  paying  these  rates  ?  Such  a  conten- 
tion it  is  quite  impossible  to  maintain, 
and  the  distinction  which  it  is  attempted 
to  draw  between  two  kinds  of  clerical 
tithe-owners  is  an  impossible,  illogical, 
and  unhistorical  distinction. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEKMAN 

(Stirling  Burghs):  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  unconsciously  giveii  away  the 
case  agiiinst  the  Bill ;  he  has  jidmitted 
that  the  state  of  things  left  at  the  time  of 
the  Commutation  Act  was  that  the  clergy 
in  respect  of  the  tithe  rent-charge  were 
to  bo  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  the  tithe, 
subject  to  the  payment  of  the  rates. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Of  a  rate. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEKMAN*  : 
Let  us  know  what  we  are  fighting  about. 
The  clergy  in  1836  who  paid  rates  re- 
ceived only  that  amount  of  the  tithe  which 
remained  after  the  rates  had  been  paid. 
That  is  admitted  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Whether  they  compounded  or 
did  not,  they  received  the  residue  of  the 
tithe.  For  what  do  they  receive  it  now  1 
Exactly  the  same  thing.  Therefore  where 
is  their  grievance  as  compared  with  1836  1 
There  would  be  a  ^evance  if  the  rates 
had  greatly  risen  m  the  meantime,  but 
instead  of  rising  they  have  fallen.  That 
has  ben  proved  over  and  over  again. 
So  why  is  it  that  the  clergy  have  less 
comfortable  incomes  now  than  then  1  If 
it  is  so  it  is  because  of  the  fall  in  the 
prices  of  agricultural  produce,  which  has 
brought  down  the  valuo  of  tithe-  rent- 
charge.  That  is  not  dealt  with  in  this 
Bill  and  is  not  the  ground  of  the  Bill.  If 
the  ground  of  the  Bill  had  been  charity 
and  mercy,  as  we  thought  it  was — it  was 
the  only  conceivable  ground  that  we 
could  imagine — there  would  be  some 
cause  for  our  compassionate  considera- 
tion whether  we  should  meet  it  or  not  on 
the  plea  of  a  reduction  in  their  incomes 
owing  to  the  fall  in  prices.  But,  no,  the 
Bill  is  put  forward  to  remedy  an  in- 
justice. Where  is  the  injustice  as  com- 
pared witn  1836 1  You  have  to  go 
behind  1836  to  find  the  injustice  you 
seek  to  amenrJ.  But  do  you  amend  it  1 
If  the  law  of  rating  was  imfair  let  us 
alter  the  law  ;  Imt  we  leave  the  law  of 
rating  as  it  is,  and  we  are  to  pick  out 
from  all  the  incomes  derivable  from  land, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  way  of 
rental  or  rent-charge,  a  particular  part  of 
that  rental  which  came  to  the  beneficed 
clergymen,  and  wo  are  to  say  these  are  to 
receive  a  dole  or  gift  out  of  the  benefi- 
cence of  Parliament,  and  all  the  other 
holders  will  receive  nothing  at  alL  The 
Bill  is  not  a  solution  or  an  amendment, 
or  founded  on  any  claim  of  justice.  The 
claim  of  mercy  has  been  repudiated,  and 
it  is  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  that  evidence  has 
come  that  that  is  not  the  case. 


Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  As  I  under- 
stand, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  buses  his  argument 
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entirely  and  solely  upon  the  fact  that  the 
\-alue  of  the  tithe  rent-charge  is  diminishod 
l>y  50  per  cent.  But  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stroud  has  told  us  that  this  Bill  has  been 
introduced  to  remedy  the  iniquity  arrived 
at  in  the  year  1836.  Now,  the  arrange- 
ment of  1 836  has  l>een  regarded  even  by 
tithe  owners  as  not  merely  equitable,  but 
as  advantageous.  The  right  hon.  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  said  that  it 
was  quite  inequitable  that  rates  should  be 
Icned  upon  this  class  of  property. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Everybody  ad 
mits  that  tithe  is  a  rateable  propert}'. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  Then  there 
is  no  injustice  at  all,  even  though  the 
clergy  have  got  to  pay  rather  more  than 
they  expected.  I  commend  to  the  right 
hon.  Gtentleman,  very  respectfully,  an 
answer  given  by  Mr.  De  Bock  Porter, 
Secretary  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
mission,  who  said,  *'  My  view  is  that,  on 
the  whole,  tithe  commutation  was  a 
wonderfully  equitable  arrangement" 
The  right  hon.  Oentlemau  saia  it  was 
inequitable ;  then  I  do  not  understand  the 
Bill.  If  it  were  equitable  in  1836,  why 
do  you  wish  to  alter  it  now  1  And  if  it 
were  inequitable,  what  about  Mr.  De 
Bock  Porter  %  Anyone  who  has  studied 
the  references  to  the  Act  of  1836  must 
acknowledge  that  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  in  cases  where  there  was  composition, 
not  oiUy  very  fair  sums,  but  large  sums 
were  added  to  the  tithe  rent-cha^,  and 
an  extraordinary  sum  was  added  in 
respect  of  the  rates.  Take  the  case,  for 
instance,  of  the  parish  of  King's  Haven. 
The  tithe  composition  amounted  to 
£1^70,  and  the  rates  paid  by  the  land- 
lord to  £146,  a  total  of  £1,500.  But  the 
tithe  rent-charge  was  commuted  at  £1,755, 
or  an  addition  over  the  rates  and  compo- 
sition of  £255.  What  was  that  addition 
for  %  If  you  are  seeking  to  relieve  these 
people,  tell  us  what  reason  there  was  for 
adding  that  large  sum  of  £356  over  and 
above  the  composition  and  rates.  The 
truth  is,  that  the  clergyman  made  arrange- 
ments to  accept  a  certain  lower  sum  than 
the  tithe  when  the  rates  had  to  be  paid 
by  the  tenant  on  the  farm.  There  is  a 
very  interesting  passage  which  I  would 
quote  from  a  very  learned  book  dealing 
with  this  subject — 

*  The  CuniniHioiien  are  diraoted  to  esti- 
mate the  valoe  (rf  the  tithes  without  making 


any  deduction  therefrom  on  account  of  any 
I'arliamentary,  parochial,  county,  or  other 
rates,  clianies,  and  luwessments  to  which  tilhcH 
are  liable;  and  whenever  the  tithes  shall 
have  been  demised  or  comiwunded  for,  on  the 

firinciple  of  the  rent  or  composition  beiiig  paid 
ree  irom  all  such  rates,  chaises,  and  assess- 
ments, or  any  part  thereof,  the  Commiseioners 
are  to  re^ra  that  circametance,  and  to  make 
such  addition  on  account  thereof  as  shall  be 
an  equivalent.  A  regard  to  this  circumtitance 
was,  in  fact,  very  generally  necessary,  and  in 
moat  of  the  agricultural  parishes  the  valuation 
of  tithes  had  always  proceeded  upon  the  priu- 
cipal  of  drducting  from  the  amount  to  be  pud 
the  estimated  amount  of  the  rate;  and  this 
latter,  being  retained  by  the  occupier,  was  a 
compeoaation  to  him  for  the  larger  amount 
of  rate  assessed  upon  the  land  held  by 
him,  in  consequenoe  of  no  rate  being 
actually  jiaid  upon  tlie  tithes.  This 
Hyatem,  ultliougli  insular  and  informal, 
was  prohably  found  convenient,  and  worked  no 
injustice,  bo  long  as  the  pariah  was  entirely 
agricultural,  and  nothing  rate<l  but  the  land, 
But  in  parishes  partly  agricultural  and  partly 
manufacturing,  or  where  large  houMes  were 
»4iil)jected  to  a  hea\'y  portion  of  the  rate,  the 
injustice  and  inconvenience  of  such  a  system 
were  obviotu,  for  the  land  thereby  enjoyed  a 
benefit  to  which  it  was  not  properly  entitled, 
tliere  being  nothing  to  compensate  tlie  house- 
holder and  manumcturer  for  the  increased 
amount  of  rate  which  they  hod  to  ^y  in  con- 
sequence of  the  exemption  of  the  tithe.  The 
system,  nevertheless,  continued  to  be  very 
conmmn  up  to  the  time  of  the  commutation  of 
the  tithea  ;  so  mucli  so,  that  in  many  instances 
the  liability  of  the  tithe  to  the  payment  of  any 
rates  had  been  overlooked  or  forgotten,  and 
many  of  the  parochial  agreements  first  made 
and  »ent  to  the  Commisnioners  contained  no 
notice  of  or  provision  for  the  rates,  and  were 
consequently  returned  by  them,  in  order  that 
the  sum  equivalent  to  the  rates  might  be  added. 
The  rent-charge  now  payable  instead  of  tiie 
tithe  is  to  be  subject  to  all  Parliamentary, 
parochial,  and  other  rates,  cliarges,  and  assesa- 
ments,  in  like  manner  as  the  tithes  commuted 
from  such  rent-char|^  have  theretofore  been 
subject." 

And  tben  the  author  goes  on  to  say : — 
"  As  a  proposition  or  law,  we  cannot 
assert  now  "  that  services  ought  to  be  de- 
ducted, or  that  it  is  "a  fact  deduciblo 
from  scientific  axioms  too  clear  for  con- 
troversy." 

"  Tliat  discussion  we  porposcly  decline,  pre- 
ferring to  say  merely  that  Kex  v.  Jixldrell  does 
not  connnce  us  that  tdiere  was  any  difference 
in  the  legal  liabilities  of  the  tithe-owner  and 
the  occupier  of  land.  If  any  case  should  arise 
in  which  tlie  facts  show  that  the  rule,  though 
formally  applied  according  to  the  statute,  which 
work  injustice  to  the  tithe-owner,  there  will 
be  no  more  difflculty  in  relieving^  him  tlian  in 
relieving  one  landowner  ax  agamat  another. 
But  the  facts  of  this  case  call  for  no  such  in- 
terposition. It  is  now,  therefore,  clearly 
sewed  that  tiiere  is  no  difference  betwecai  tithe 
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or  tithe  rent-charge,  and  any  other  lieredita- 
nienta  in  their  relative  liabilities  to  he  rated  ; 
but  that  tithe  and  tithe  rent-oliarge  are 
to  be  rated  upon  an  estimate  of  their  net 
annual  value." 


Now,  the  hook  from  which  I  have 
been  quoting  is  "A  Practical  Treatise 
on  the  Law  relating  to  the  Church  and 
Clergy,"  by  Henry  William  Cripps,  M.A., 
Q.C.,  late  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford, 
Kecorder  of  Lichfield,  and  Chancellor  of 
the  Diocese  of  Oxford,  for  whose  views 
upon  the  matter,  as  a  lawyer,  we  have  the 
utmost  respect,  when  not  tainted  by 
political  surroundings,  or  by  his  extra- 
ordinary position  on  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion. 


Ir.  ABEL  THOMAS  (Carmarthen)  : 
I  right  hon.  Gentleman  theLeaderof  the 


Mr 
The 

House  said  that  the  tithe-ownerin  1836  was 
inequitably  dealt  with.  That  very  likely 
might  have  justified  bringing  in  this  Bill 
at  that  time,  but  I  cannot  sec  how  it 

i'ustifies  the  Bill  of  the  present  day. 
Ivery  clergyman  of  to-day  has  accepted 
his  tithe  rent-charge  for  services  he  is 
going  to  render,  knowing  exactly  how 
mu(£  rates  he  would  have  to  pay  on  that 
tithe  rentKsharge,  and  therefore  it  is  no 
injustice  that  they  should  be  called  upon 
to  pay  the  rates.  I  caimot  conceive  of 
any  instance  of  a  clergyman  who  in  1836 
did  not  at  the  time  of  commutation  have  an 
addition  made  as  an  equivalent  of  the 
rates  and  taxes.  It  is  qnite  tme  that  in 
some  instances  the  clergymen  theuisclvcH 
paid  the  rates.  But  in  these  cases  the 
tithe  rent-charge  waa  immediately  in- 
ci-eased  by  the  amount  of  the  rates.  In 
othercases  where  other  peoplepaid  the  rates 
it  was  sometimes  against  the  clergyman, 
and  sometimes  very  much  in  his  favour  ; 
but  in  the  end  he  succeeded  in  getting 
the  best  of  it  when  the  tithe  rent-charge 
was  commuted.  I  venture  to  think  that 
when  this  Amendment  is  carried,  there 
will  not  bo  a  single  person  in  the  whole 
of  Great  Britain  who  will  be  entitled  to 
claim  that  half  his  rates  shall  be  paid 
by  somebody  other  than  himself.  I  am 
so  satisfied  of  that  that  if  the  Amendment 
is  carried  I  could  not  oppose  the  Bill  any 
more.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  there 
are  not  twenty  clergymen  in  the  country 
who  will  be  able  to  get  anything  out  of 
the  Bill  at  all.  Every  clergyman  who, 
since  1836,  has  taken  a  living  in  which  he 
is  to  he  paid  by  tithe  rent-chai;ge  has 

Mr.  Suiuitel  JSntnu. 


known  exactly  what  he  is  doing;  and 
there  can  be  no  injustice  in  maintainii^ 
the  agreement  into  which  he  has  entered. 


Mb.  D.  a.  THOMAS  :  I  propose 
to  vote  against  the  Amendment.  After 

foing  fully  into  the  matter,  I  am 
ound  to  say  I  cannot  see  that  any 
distinction  can  be  drawn  between 
those  owners  of  tithe  rent-charge  and 
their  successors  who  had  no  addition 
made  in  1836,  as  an  equivalent  of  rates, 
and  thc^  who  had  such  addition  made  to 
the  tithe  rent-charge.  My  contention  u 
that  the  Tithe  Commissioners  provided 
for  all  the  rates  that  were  paid  in  1836 
or  to  be  paid,  and  that  is  a  veiy  strong 
reason  why  we  should  not  reduce  the 
rates  on  the  tithe  rent-charge  by  one-hjU^ 
as  proposed  by  the  Bill. 


*Mr.  PLATT-HIGGINS  (Salfonl,  N.) 
asked  how  the  mover  of  the  Amendment 
could  discriminate  t>etween  the  man  who 
paid  his  own  property  tax,  receiving  £150 
from  his  tenant,  and  another  whose  tenant 
paid  £5  property  tax  for  him  and  handed 
him  only  £145!  The  discrimination 
seemed  to  him  absolutely  untenable. 
He  differed  also  with  the  right  honourable 
Member  for  West  Monmouth,  who  had 
argued  that  by  the  Commutation  Act  the 
tithe  owner  had  benefited  by  the  fall  in 
rates.  Tithe  owners  had  )>enefited  just 
as  all  other  ratepayers,  neither  more  nor 
less,  hut  the  benefit  did  not  accnie  from 
the  Commutation  Act.  That  Act  pro- 
vided that  if  the  rates  on  a  tithe  of  £100 
amounted  to  £20,  then  the  owner  re- 
ceived only  £80,  but  clearly  if  the  rates 
fell  to  £10,  it  would  be  £90  that'the 
tithe  owner  would  be  entitled  to  receive 
from  the  lithe-payer. 


*Mr.  MOULTON  :  I  think  that  those 
who  have  heard  the  Debate  will  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  this  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  Amendments  introduced,  because 
it  has  drawn  three  admissions  either  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  or  from  the  Leader  of  the  House. 
The  first  one  is  this.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bi]|  not  only 
admitted,  but  argued,  that  the  sole  func. 
tion  of  the  Tithe  Commissioners  was  t,) 
estimate  the  gross  tithe,  so  that  it  migb^ 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  tithe-owners^ 
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Ho  was  obliged  to  take  up  that  position, 
because  the  non.  Member  who  moved  the 
Amendment  pointed  out  that  certain 
tithe-owners  got  not  only  the  rates  and  the 
tithe,  but  subsequent  additions,  and  there- 
fore he  pointed  out  that  that  which  guided 
the  Commissioners  in  all  cases  was  the 
intention  to  put  the  gross  tithe  in  the 
hands  of  the  tithe-owner.  We  quite  agree 
with  that.  We  quite  agree  that  the  addi- 
tions which  were  made  in  certain  eases 
were  for  the  purpose  of  remedying  any 
inequalities  which  might  arise  from  a 
private  arrangement  that  had  existed 
before  the  Tithe  Commutation,  m  that  all 
tithe-owners  alike  should  be  in  possession 
of  the  gross  tithe.  Then  the  Leadei-  of 
the  House  came  on  the  scene,  and  he 
admitted  that  the  person  who  took 
the  whole  of  the  tithe  commutation 
(whether  layman  or  cler^man)  took  it 
subject  to  the  payment  of  the  rates  ;  and 
finaJly  there  came  the  admission  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the 
Bnl,  that  those  rates  ha*l  fallen. 
Therefore,  putting  these  three  Jidmissions 
together,  we  have  this — that  the  Tithe 
Commissioners  gave  to  every  tithe-owner 
the  complete  gross  tithe  which  he  took 
on  terms  of  paying  the  rate,  and  that 
rate  had  fallen.  If  you  put  these  three 
things  together,  and  hunt  for  the  in- 
justice, it  occurs  to  me  that  you  will 
take  some  time  to  iind  it.  That  tithe, 
which  fluctuated  with  the  price  of  agri- 
cultural produce,  and  which  was  meant 
so  to  fluctuate,  is  less  burdened  by  i-ates 
than  it  then  was.  What  I  want  to  know 
is  whether,  after  these  lulmissioiis,  there 
is  any  injustice  left  which  the  person.s 
who  in  1836  accepted  the  Tithe  Com- 
pensation Act  can  now  complain  of. 


Mr.  LOGAN :  An  hon.  Member  asked 
just  now  what  we  were  fighting  for. 
We  contend  that  the  cleric^  holder  of 
tithe  rent-charge,  when  the  Commutation 
Act  was  passed,  was  allowed  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  to  enable  him  to  pay  his 
rates  over  and  above  the  tithes  he  re- 
ceived. If  so— and  the  fact  cannot  be 
disputed — it  seems  a  great  injustice  for 
the  Government  to  come  fonvard  and 
say  that  the  community  shall  put  their 
hands  in  their  pockets  to  enable  the 
clergy  to  pay  their  rates  on  the  tithes 
they  now  receive.  (An  Hon.  Member  : 
Who  pays  the  money  ?)  An  hon.  Mem- 
l>er  asks  me  who  pays  the  money.  Of 


course  it  is  impossible  to  convince  certain 
hon.  Memliers  opposite  of  the  injustice 
of  the  present  proposal,  but  perhaps 
they  will  allow  me  to  quote  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Farquharson,  who  when  he  was 
in  this  House  sat  on  the  Conaen'ative 
side.  That  gentleman  ^ave  evidence 
before  the  Royal  Commission  on  Agri- 
culture in  1894,  fully  bearing  out  the 
contention  of  those  of  us  on  this  side 
who  say  that  the  clerical  tithe-owner  has 
made  a  very  considerable  profit  since  the 
Act  for  the  Commutation  of  lithes  was 
passed.  Now,  what  did  Mr.  Farquharson 
say  : 

"  31,!)9d.  I  think  you  wouM  like  tt  Kay 
something  an  regards  tlie  titlie  ({uestion?— I 
should  like  to  do  fio. 

"  What  is  it  you  would  like  to  aay  as  reganls 
that  ?— I  wanted  to  give  evidence  I»efore  the 
Royal  Commission  on  tithes,  bat  my  evi- 
dence was  refused  by  Lonl  leasing,  wfio  wat* 
the  Chairman,  I>eoauHe  he  said  that  thin  Com- 
mission  waM  only  to  in([uire  into  the  best  way 
of  retleemiiig  tithes,  and  not  as  to  the  exoetwive 
character  of  the  tithe.  [  submit  that  the  tithe 
all  over  England  in  very  nnioh  hij'lier  than  it 
I  was  ever  intende<l  to  be  by  tlie  Tithe  Commu- 
tation Act.  The  object,  I  believe,  of  the  Tithe 
Commutation  Act  was  to  give  to  the  tithe- 
owner  the  same  net  value  alter  the  Act  passed 
ao  before,  and  in  order  to  8o  that  tliey  sent 
round  ComniissionerB  to  ascertain  what  the 
average  net  value  had  been  of  the  tithe  to  the 
tithe-owner  for  the  preceding  seven  years. 
That  average  was  to  be  part  of  the  par  value 
for  the  future,  but  as  in  the  fnture  the  Uthe- 
owner  would  luive  to  pay  rates,  they  aXvy  8aid 
to  him :  *  Wliat  has  neen  the  average  rate  in 
your  parish  during  the  pa'tt  seven  years  ?  '  The 
average  rate  at  that  time  was  very  liigh  on 
a^'coiint  of  the  old  Poor  Tjawa. 

"What  )>eriod  are  you  alluding  to  at  lhi» 
moment?— I  am  speaking  of  the  seven  years 

f receding  the  Tithe  Conmiittation  Act,  which 
think  was  1836.  The  consequence  was  that 
they  made  enormous  additions  to  the  par 
\'a1ue  of  the  tithe  in  order  to  enable  the 
tithe-owner  to  pay  rates  in  future.  Take  the 
instance  of  a  tithe-owner  who  said :  *  The  net 
value  of  my  tithe  has  been  £100  on  an  average 
for  the  last  seven  years,  and  the  rate  in  the 

Earish  on  an  average  of  the  past  seven  years, 
as  been  lOs.  in  Uie  The  Tithe  Com- 

,  missioners  said  :  '  Very  well,  your  par  value  in 
I  the  future  is  £150— that  ii  £100  to  give  yon 
your  old  net  value,  and  £50  with  which  to  pay 
'  tho»e  rates.'   Hut  the  moment  that  the  new 
'<  Tithe  Act  came  into  force,  the  new  Poor  Law 
came  into  force,  and  the  rates  which  had  been 
I  lOs.  in  the  £  went  down  to  2«.  6d.  In  the  £. 
'  The  conseiiuence  was  this  tithe-owner,  who 
(lUfiht  only  to  have  had  £112  10b.— that  ia, 
i  £100  for  himHelf,  and  £12  10s.  for  rates— got 
,  £150,  leaving  him  £137  lOs.  for  himttelf.  and 
£12  lOs.  for  the  rates.    It  would  l»e  so  ea«^,  if 
'  the  (iovemmentwere  in  the  miml  to  do  it,  to 
take  the  Tithe  Commissioners'  reportH,  be* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


399 


TUhe  I'evl-Chnrgf 


{COMMONS} 


(Vaffs)  Bill. 


400 


eaD»e  in  nearly  every  instance  they  keep  them  | 
fieparate.  Yon  ftee  in  one  coltinm  the  net  value  ' 
of  tlie  titiie,  and  in  tlie  next  column  yon  bee 
what  is  atldetl  for  rates,  and  those  two  cohirans 
added  together  make  tlie  ]>ar  value  now. 
What  I  Mobinit  ought  to  be  done  is  this— you 
should  say  :  '  Verj'  well,  strike  oif  the  whofe  of 
that  cohiinn  of  the  amount  added  for  rates, 
leave  the  tithe-owner  what  was  intended  to  he 
h\a  real  tithe,  and  let  the  tithe-iiayer  in  the 
future  pay  the  rates  on  the  titiie,  whatever 
they  are,  high  or  low.'  I  could  instance  a 
parish  in  Hampshire — the  parish  of  Tadley  ;  in 
that  parish  they  actually  added  19s.  in  the  £ 
for  rates,  making  the  par  value  at  the  time 
nearly  double  what  it  ought  t«  have  been.  I 
wrote  two  or  three  years  ago  to  ascertain  what 
tlie  rate  at  that  moment  vas.  and,  if  my 
memory  serves  me,  it  vtan  Is.  3d.  in  the  £. 
There  are  parishes  in  Essex  and  the  Eastern 
CountieK  where  tlie  Poor  Law  lias  been  badly 
administered.  There  you  will  find  nov/,  of 
course,  the  tithe  is  enormously  high  on  account 
of  these  additions  for  rates." 

In  the  face  of  these  figures,  I  say 
that  there  is  no  injustice  whatever 
done  at  the  present  time.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Government  propose  to  do  a 
eroBs  injustice  to  the  poor  of  this  country, 
by  taking  from  them  money  wherewith 
to  pay  the  rates  of  those  men  whose  rates 
were  fully  allowed  for,  and  who  are  to- 
day making  a  considerable  profit  on  the 
Act  of  1836.  The  hon.  Member  for  one 
of  the  Divisions  of  Dorsetshire  took  me 
to  task  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  evening 
for  saying  that  the  man  who  dwells  in  a 
cottage  and  receives  his  miserable  9s.  or 
lOs.  a  week — for  this  is  the  wage  that  is 
paid  in  Dorsetshire— made  his  contribu- 
tion to  the  relief  of  the  clergyman.  He 
pays  it  in  his  rent,  however  small  the  pro- 
portion may  be.  [Ministerial  laughter.] 
Hon.  Gentlemen  may  laugh,  but  would 
they  be  able  to  pay  the  rates  if  the 
land  was  unoccupied,  and  there  were  no 
farmers  or  labourer*  there  to  earn  the 
rent  for  them  ?  I  am  surprised  that  the 
Government,  while  claiming  credit  for 
doing  an  act  of  justice,  should  still  persist 
in  doing  what  is  undoubtedly  an  act  of 
gross  injustice  to  many  of  the  poor  people 
of  this  country.  It  is  an  act  for  wliich,  I 
am  thankful  to  say,  they  will  have  to ' 
answer  to  the  country  by-and-bye.  I 


Mr.  LLOYD  -  GEORGE  :  An  hon.  I 
.Member  opposite  spoke  a  few  minutes  i 
ago  of  the  case  of  a  person  who  paid  the 
inhabited  house  duty  on  behalf  of  his 
landlord.  Ho  said  it  was  exactly  as  if  it 
were  a  case  in  which  the  rent  was  £150, 
but  instead  of  the  landlord  paying  it  the 

Mr.  Logan. 


tenant  pays  £145  rent  and  £5  inhabited 
house  duty  ;  and  he  quoted  that  case  as 
perfectly  analogous  to  the  one  which  is 
at  the  foundation  of  this  Amendment. 
But  he  did  not  state  the  whole  case.  It 
is  exactly  as  if  the  tenant  had  undertaken 
to  pay  £5  towards  the  inhatnted  house 
duty,  and  it  had  been  reduced  to  SOs. 
He  then  comes  to  the  House  of  Commons 
and  says,  "  It  is  true  I  agreed  to  pay  £5, 
and  that  it  is  now  reduced  to  SOs.,  but  I 
appeal  to  the  House  to  reduce  it  further 
to  15s.,  because  it  is  too  high."  He  has 
already  profited  by  his  bargain  to  the 
extent  of  £3  10s.  at  the  expense  of  the 
general  body  of  ratep^ers,  and  says,  in 
effect,  "  Although  I  have  made  a 
profit  of  £3  lOs.  out  of  this  trans- 
action, I  insiat  upon  the  Government 
putting  another  16s.  in  my  pocket." 
But  that  is  not  the  whole  case.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  put  it  as 
if  the  rates  were  deducted  in  the  first 
instance  out  of  the  gross  tithe,  and  after- 
wai-ds  added  to  it.  What  really  occurred 
was  this.  There  were  agreements  in 
existence  between  the  tithe-owners  in  the 
country  and  the  landowners,  whereby  the 
burden  of  the  rates  was  cast  entirely  upon 
the  landowner.  But  these  agreements 
were  long-standing  agreements;  they 
were  not  agreements  that  had  been 
entered  into  a  few  years  before  the 
Tithe  Commutation  Act.  They  had  been 
entered  into  some  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty 
years  before,  and  at  the  time  the 
rates  were  not  very  high.  Seven  years 
before  the  Tithe  Commutation  Act  was 
passed  the  rates  in  this  country  were  low, 
but  the  landlords  were  under  the 
impression  that  one  result  of  this  Act 
would  l>e  that  the  rates  would  go  up ; 
they  therefora  thought  that  the  best  plan 
for  them  was  to  stick  to  their  bargain. 
But  the  rates  have  gone  down  by  some- 
thing like  three-quarters  in  certain  cases. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  said,  if 
there  is  a  reduction  in  the  rates  it  is  a 
reduction  which  is  common  to  all  rate- 
pay  era  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Yes,  but 
all  the  ratepayers  in  the  kingdom  do  not 
come  to  the  House  of  Commons  and  ask 
us  to  pay  half  the  balance ;  and,  what  is 
further  to  the  point,  they  do  not  get  this 
compensation  in  lieu  of  rates  added  cm. 
The  rates  have  ^orio  down  in  the  rural 
districts  from  which  most  of  these  tithes 
are  derived,  and  the  clergymen  benefit 
from  the  reduction.  That  is  not  the  case 
in  the  towns,  where  the  rates  have  gone 
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up  very  largely.  Wtereas  the  rates  of 
the  gentleman  who  was  relieved  hy  the 

feneral  body  of  ratepayers  have  gone 
own  from  98.  in  the  <£  to  28.  and  Ss.  in 
the  £,  the  rates  of  the  persons  who  are 
called  upon  to  relieve  him  have  gone  up 
from  26.  and  3s.  to  6s.,  7s.,  and  sometimes 
10s.  in  the  £.  The  Report  of  the  Idnd 
Tax  Commission,  upon  which  the  Bill  is 
lounded,  is  one  complete  suppression  of 
the  salient  facts  of  the  case.  These 
gentlemen  say  that  the  rates  on  the  tithe 
rent-charge  were  only  2s.  6d.  in  1883,  and 
that  now  they  are  3a.  But  why  do  they 
not  go  back  to  1836,  which  is  the  crucial 
date  f  At  that  time  the  rates  on  tithe 
were  9s. ;  since  then  the  burden  of  the 
^neral  rural  ratepayer,  including  the 
parson,  has  been  reliev^  by  grants  in 
^d  from  the  State  to  the  amount  of 
millions  oi  pounds,  while  the  rates  of  the 
.urban  ratepayer  have  been  doubled,  in 
-some  cases  quadrupled.  (Ministerial 
laughter.)  I  hope  that  when  the  time 
comes  it  will  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
grievances  of  the  urban  ratepayer  are 
i:egarded  by  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  as  a 
fit  subject  for  laughter  and  ridicule. 
^Ministerial  laughter.)  I  do  not  think 
that  that  laughter  will  continue  after  the 
next  General  Election,  for  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  will  not  then  be  here  to 
laugh. 

Mr.  M'KENNA  :  I  have  to  offer  my 
apologies  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Stroud  for  my  complete  misconception 
of  his  attitude  in  arguing  this  subject. 
From  my  experience  of  his  great  legal 
learning  I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
he  must  necessarily  thoroughly  under- 
atand  this  question,  and  I  was  therefore 
surprised  to  see  the  attitude  he  has  taken 
up  in  the  Debates  in  this  House  and  in 
<>ommittee.  My  confidence  in  the  hon. 
Member  has  been  entirely  destroyed.  I 
have  had  placed  in  my  hands  a  work 
written  by  him  on  the  subject  of  tithe  and 
tiithe-rent  charge,  and  I  should  like  to  read 
to  the  Ck>mmittee  the  head-notes  of  one 
single  page  of  this  work.  They  are  most 
peculiarly  a^ropriate  to  the  subject  now 
under  discussion.  The  first  head-note  is : 
"Equality  of    rating  necessary,"  the 


second,  "  Application  of  this  rule  "  ;  the 
third,  "  Application  to  tithe  rent-charge  " ; 
the  next, "  Is  this  to  be  the  principle  upon 
which  tithes  are  to  be  rated  1 "  another, 
"  Difficulty  of  applying  such  a  principle," 
and  "Error  and  incorrectness  of  the 
principle."  As  a  diampion  of  the  Bill 
the  hon.  Member  has  refuted  every  prin- 
ciple on  which  this  Bill  is  based  in  the 
impartial  book  he  has  written  on  the  sub- 
ject. If  you  go  behind  the  statutory 
settlement  of  the  question  you  have  got 
to  re-open  a  state  of  things  which  already 
has  the  success  of  sixty-three  years  behind 
it.  To  do  that  in  this  partial  manner 
without  a  full  inquiry,  and  in  the  teeth  of 
the  strong  opposition,  not  only  of  hon. 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House,  but 
of  the  towns  throughout  the  country,  is, 
I  venture  to  think,  a  very  grave  mistake. 
The  Amendment  of  my  hon.  friend  pro- 
poses to  leave  the  statutory  settlement 
as  it  stood  in  1836,  and  I  appeal  to  the 
Committee  to  accept  that  Amemlment. 

I  Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS;  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
j  Agriculture  why  it  was  that  in  addition 
,  to  the  amount  of  the  rates  £58,000  was 
,  added  in  1836. 
I 

I    Mr.  LONG:  I  j  have  explained  the 
point  more  than  once.    Two  sums  were 
added  to  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
spoke  last  night  called  the  composition, 
but  which  ought  to  be  accurately  des- 
cribed as  the  balance  of  the  composition. 
One  sum  represented  the  average  of  the 
actual  rates  paid  during  the  preceding 
seven  years.    In  addition  to  this  where 
!  the  Tithe  Commissioners  found  it  neces- 
I  sary  in  order  to  secure  a  fair  bai'gain 
I  they  were  empowered  to  allow  an  in- 
crease of  20  .per  cent,  or  a  decrease  of  20 
per  cent.    In  the  Parliamentary  Betum 
'  there  were  cases  on  bol^  sidra,  as  the 
I  Commissioners  had  thought  t^e  lui^in 
unfair  to  the  tithe-payer  or  the  tithe- 
owner. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :  Ayes,  151  ; 
Noes,  264.    (Division  List,  No.  232.) 


Abraham,  Win.  (Cork.  N.E.) 
Allen, Wm.  (Newc.  -an'r-Lyme) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair  ' 
AsqnithtRt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Atherl^-Jones,  L. 

VOLLXXiy.    [FOVRTH  SXRUES.] 


AYES. 

Austin.  M.  (Limerick.  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  li. 
BUlson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Ai^natine 

P 


Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhnrst,  Hen^ 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybuin 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
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Cameron,  Uobert  (Darham) 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibeon- 
CanstOD,  Richard  Knight 
Cawl^,  Frederick 
Ghanning,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.B.(CaithneBS-ah.} 
Clongb,  Walter  Owen 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Cnrran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Datziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  MVanghMi-(Cardigan) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dilke.Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Do)^1a«,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckwtnth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwaids,  Owen  Morgan 
Evaiis,Sir  F.H.  (Soutnanipton) 
FergQf  on,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  .James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
(Tladt<tone,Rt.Hn.  Herbt.  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Uold,  Charles 

(Jrey,  Sir  Edward  {Berwick) 
Gordon,  Sir  WillianiBrampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Bnrdon 
Harcourt,Rt.  Hon.Sir  William 
Harwood,  Geonre 
Hayne,Rt.Hon.Charles  SeiJe- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedder^vickjThoniasCbarlesH 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Holland,  Wm.  H.  (York,W.R. 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hamphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
John8on-Fei;gason,  Jabez  E. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 


{COMMONS} 

Jones,  DavidBr3mmor(Swanfi.) 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh.j 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch^irJohnGeorgeSmyth 
Lahonchere,  Henry 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land 
Leese,  SirJ.F.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Longh,  Thomas 
Ljen,  Sir  Leonard 
IVlacaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.M.A.{Qu'n'BC 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  C.  Benjapiin 
M'Leo<l,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Hen^ 
Mellorjtt  Hon.J.  W.(YorkB.) 
Mendl,  Si^^mund  Ferdinand 
Mont^;u,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel) 
Morgan,.!,  Llwd  (Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.  P,  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley,  Rt.  Hon.  J.(Montrofle) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Miu'k 
O'MaJley,  William 
Palmer.Sir  Clia«.M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  Geotj^  W.  (Ueading) 


(Hates)  Bill. 


Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northnmb.)' 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Phillpotte,  Cairtiuii  Arthur 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestlev,  Briggs  (Yorks) 
Provana,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
RaaddU,  David 
Reekitt,  Harold  James 
lUchardson,  J.(Dnrham,S.  E.> 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighah.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  Charies  E.  (StatTord) 
Sinclair,  Capt  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soattar,  Robtason 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stoart,  James  (Shorediteh) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westiueath)' 
Thomas,  A.  (Camuulhen,  £.> 
Thomas,  A.  (Gtamonoui,  E.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S. 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T., 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  JohnCarv-ell(Nott8) 
Wilson,  Charies  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  tt'.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Woodhoase,SirJT(Haddeisf(l 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Ates — Mr. 
Lambert  and  Mr.  Evaiu. 


Aird,  John 

Allhnsen,  Augustus  H.  Eden 
Allaopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arehdale,  Edward  Mervyn  ' 
Atkinran,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Hi^ot,  Capt  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Kami,  John  George  Alexander 
Italcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Iltinimrj',  Frederick  George 
liartley,  George  C.  T. 
Itartoii,  DunMiF  Plunket 
Bathurst,  Hon  Alien  B. 
tieacli,RtHn.SirM.H.(Bristol) 
Beach,  W.  W.  B.  (Hants.) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Be<^r^  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Ilentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Itethell,  Commander 
Bigwood,  James 
Bin,  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  HenTy 
Bonsor,  Henry  Coamo  Orme 
Itoscawen,  Arthur  (iriflith- 
lloMla<,CaptH.F.(Middlesex) 


NOES. 

J,  All)ert 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfieldj  A.  Montagu 
BuUard,  Sir  Harry 
Batcher,  John  George 
Cariile,  William  Walter 
Cavemiiwh,  R.  F.  (N.  LancB.) 
Cavendiali,  V.  C.  W.(Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  fi.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Ut.  Hon.  J.  (Bir. 
Chamberlain,  J.  AuRten{  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Sjwocer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octaviiis  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  (Plymouth) 
Cochrane,Hon.  Tlios.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cwhill,  Douglas  Hany 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colston,  Chas.  Kdw.  H.Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwvne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lncas  (Lambeth) 
ComwaUis,  Fiennef^tanley  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbrid^ 


Cranhome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepberd(BoItoii) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscoont 
Dalhiac,  Colonel  PhiUi»  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Eari  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charle* 
Davies,  Sir  U.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraali,  Conincsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edwanl 
Doughty,  tieorge 
Douglas,  lit.  Hon.  A.  Aken- 
Donglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  8. 
Dmcker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 

Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Su:  Wm.  Hart- 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 

Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 

Fel  low  es,  Hon.  Ail  wynEd  ward 

IHnch,  George  H. 

Finlay,  Sii'  Robert  BanDatToe 

Fisher,  WiUiam  Hwnw 

Fiion,  Frederick  Wllliatu 
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FitzWyCTam,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Hury  S.  (Suffolk) 
Cralloway,  William  Johnaon 
Oarfit,  Williair 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Giboons,  J.  Lloyd 
GibbB,Hn.A.G.H.(C.  of  Lond.) 
Gibbs,  HiLVicary  (St.  Albans) 
Gilw,  Charles  l^rrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  Angnstus  Fred. 
Goldswortliy,  Major-General 
('Ordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  SirJoIm  Eldon 
Goschen,  RtHnG.J.{St.Geo.'s) 
Gofichen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goolding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray, Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Walford  D.(Wed'bnry 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury ) 
Greene,  \V'.Raymond-{Camb».) 
Gietton,  John 
GrevUle.  Hon.  Robert 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hall,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Habev,  Thomas  Frederick 
HamiIton,Rt.Hon.LordGeorge 
Hanbuiy,  Rt.  Hon.  R  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
HeatoD,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Sir  E.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hoaxe,E<l.  Brodie  (Hampstead 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse.  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.(Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hozier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.W.Grice- 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Lawies 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
JoUiffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kennaway,  Rt,  Hon.  Sir.  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  WilUam 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
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Laurie,  Lieut-General 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Londondeny 
Lecky,Rt.Hon.  WiUiam  E.  H. 
Lees.  Sir  Elliot  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Cnrrie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,  SirDilnvyn-(Swan.) 
Lockwood,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Walter(Liverp'l) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowlea,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
LiicaB-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M'.\rthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

-Martiu,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hn,\V,F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  V. 
Meysey -Thomson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  C.  John 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  (.icorge 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montacu.Hon.J.Scott  (Hants. 
Moon,  Edward  R.  Pacy 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropsliire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  Willi  im  George 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wj-ndham  (Bath) 
Myera,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  WiUiam  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.Sir  H-Stafford 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlingt'n) 
Peader,  Sir  James 
Peon,  John 

Pliillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkm"ton,R.(Lancs,Newton) 
Platt-HicginB,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
PriftHtleyiSirW.Overend  (Edin. 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  £. 
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Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rftsch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
RentonI,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,  RtHonSirMattbewW. 
Ritchie,RtHon  Chaa.Tbomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Hany  S.  (Limehonse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Stdebotfaam,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derl^h.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.,W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Hon.  Arthur  (Onnsk.) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  SirMark  J.M'Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedle^ 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrey  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Ox.Umv.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thombum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M, 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinsoa,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Ward,  Hon.  R.  A.  (Crewe) 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon 
Wl)arton,Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,Rt  Hon  E.  R  (Bath  ) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley.Rt.  Hon.  C.B.Stuart- 
WjTidham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Mannaduke  D*Aicy 
Young,  Commander  (Berks,  E. 
Younger,  William 
Tellers  for  the  Noes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstnither. 


*ThE  chairman  :  The  next  four 
Amendments  are  out  of  order.  If  they 
were  accepted  they  would  extend  tho 
scope  of  the  Bill  to  colleges  and  schools, 
which  Mr.  Speaker  has  ruled  are  outside 
the  scope  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  LE^^^S :  I  have  an  Amendment 
to  insert  the  word  "now"  after  "rent- 


charge."   I  handed  it  in  earlier  in  the 

evening. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
will  see  that  the  same  idea  is  carried  out 
in  better  wording  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Merthyr  Tydvil. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  On  a  point  of 
Order  you,  Sir,  have  ruled  that  these 
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words  would  be  out  of  order,  but  would 
I  be  in  order  if  I  were  to  move  to  leave 
out  the  words  in  the  clause  in  order  to 
insert  words  of  similar  import  to  the 
Amendment  1  Perhaps  before  giving  your 
ruling  you  will  allow  me  to  explain  that 
there  is  a  clear  distinction  between  the 
words  "  attached  to  "  and  the  words  "  not 
severed  from."  I  have  studied  the  matter 
very  carefully,  and  I  myself  draw  a  great 
distinction  between  the  two  phrases, 

*The  chairman  :  I  have  had  no 
notice  of  the  Amendment,  and  I  cannot 
know  what  was  in  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
mind. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS:  This  BiU  is 
based  upon  the  recommendations  of  the 
interim  Report  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioners, and  in  all  their  references  to  the 
subject  the  words  they  use  are  "  not 
severed  from  a  benefice."  There  are 
many  cases  where  the  tithe  attached  to  a 
particular  benefice  is  derived  from  a  dif- 
ferent county  altogether  and  therefore 
has  been  severed  in  a  way  not  intended  in 
this  Bill,  and  it  would  be  quite  in  accor- 
dance with  the  ruling  of  Mr.  Spotker  to 
draw  the  distinction  I  have  udicated. 
There  is  a  very  wide  distinction  indeed 
between  the  words  "  attached  to  "  in  the 
Bill  and  the  words  "  not  severed  from  "  in 
the  interim  Report. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pi^e  1,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'attachecT to'  and  insert  the  words  'not 
severed  from.' "— (Jfr.  D.  A.  Thomas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'attached  to'  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  I  really  think 
ve  ought  to  have  the  advantage  of 
hearing  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the 

point. 

Mr.  long  :  I  really  did  not  know 
whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  proceed- 
ing to  move  an  Amendment^  or  whet^w 
he  was  arguing  whether  the  Chairman 
should  accept  the  Amendment  he  had  in 
his  mind.  It  now  tmns  out  that  the 
speech  was  devoted  to  the  Amendment 
he  had  in  his  mind.  I  confess  I  cannot 
follow  the  reason  why  the  words  "  not 
severed  from  "  should  be  inserted.  The 
words  "  attached  to  "  clearly  convey  the 
meaning  we  wish  to  convey — namely,  that 

Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas, 


the  tithe  rent-ch^ge  attached  to  a  benefice 
is  to  be  affected  by  the  Bill.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  words  "  not  severed 
from  "  would  extend  the  operations  of  the 
Bill  to  the  tithe  rent-charge  not  devoted 
to  tbe  maintenance  of  a  oenefice,  but  I 
am  assured  the  words  "  attached  to  "  will 
carry  out  the  object  we  have  in  view. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomery) :  In  some  cases  a  tithe  rent- 
charge  may  be  held  to  be  attached  to  a 
benefice,  although  it  cannot  be  said  to  be 
not  severed  from  it.  The  Amendment 
raises  a  legal  question  of  considerable  im- 
portance, and  I  think  we  ought  to  have 
the  views  of  the  Solicitor-General  upon  it. 

Mr.  M'KENNA  :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Stroud  always  uses  in  his  Report  the 
words  "  not  severed  from,"  and  not  the 
words  "attached  to." 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  :  I,  too,  have 
studied  the  Report  from  cover  to  cover, 
but  I  cannot  find  the  words  "attached 
to  "  in  it.    I  do  not  know  that  they  are  a 
legal  term  at  all,  and  perhaps  the  SoHci- 
tor-Greneral  would  enlighten  us  as  to 
where  they  came  from.    They  are  not 
words  of  art  at  all.    It  may  be  said  that 
the  tithe  is  attached  to  the  tithe-owner, 
but  it  would  be  much  more  accurate  to 
say  that  the  tithe-owner  is  attached  to 
the  tithe.     He  is,  indeed,  very  much 
attached  to  it.    I  have  tri^  to  ascertain 
whether  it  is  perfectly  clear  by  these 
words  that  the  Bill  is  only  intended 
to   deal    with    parochial  incumbents. 
The   Second   Reading    speech   of  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  was  not  at  all 
clear  on  this  point.    I  desire  to  have 
it    made    perfectly    clear    that  these 
words  will  not  extend  the  benefits  of  this 
Bill  to  other  tithe  in  the  hand  of  other 
clerical  appropriators.    The  tithes  are 
divided  as  follows: — In  the  hands  of 
clerical  appropriators,  £680,039 ;  in  the 
hands  of  parochialincumbent8,J&2,212,350; 
in  the  hands  of  layappropriators,£756,205; 
and  held  by  the  authorities  governing 
schools  and  colleges,  £196,056,  making  in 
all  the  respectable  sum  of  £4,040,000. 
It  has  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  it  is  not  intended  to  extend 
the  benefits  of  this  Bill  to  tithe  which  ia 
held  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners. 
The  Committee  is  well  aware  that  a  hirge 
amount  of  til^e  is  held  by  the  Ecclesi- 
astical Commissioners. 
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*The  CHAIRMAN:  This  does  not 
seem  to  be  relevant  bo  the  question 
before  the  Committee.  The  only  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee  is  that  the 
words  "not  severed  from"  should  be 
inserted  instead  of  the  words  "attached 
to." 


Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS :  I  was  only 
dealing  with  the  question  whether  the 
Bill  is  intended  to  a]^ly  to  tathe  held  by 
the  Ecclesiastical  Comznissioners. 


*Ths  CHAIRMAN:  That  question 
does  not  uise  on  this  Amendment ;  it  may 
arise  at  a  later  stage. 

Ma  SAMUEL  EVANS:  I  shaU  ask 
the  question  in  this  form :  If  the  words 
"  attached  to  a  benefice  "  are  allowed  to  re- 
main in  the  claiute,  does  that  cover  tithe  in  the 
hands  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  f 
These  are  not  legal  words  at  all,  and  it 
is  important  to  ask  whether  or  not  they 
will  cover  the  tithes  to  the  extent  of 
£380,000,  which  exist  now  in  the  hands 
of  clerical  appropriators  other  than  paro- 
chial incumbents. 


*Mr.  perks  :  In  the  case  of  tithes  in 
the  hands  of  lay  impropriators  which  have 
been  severed  from  a  benefice,  should  those 
lay  impropriators  in  their  generoraty 
choose  to  donate  those  tithes  back  again 
to  the  benefice  and  thereby  attach  them 
to  the  benefice,  would  those  tithes  so 
reattached  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
Bill  1  If  so,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  if 
those  tithes  so  alienated  are  again  attached 
to  the  benefice,  a  large  quantity  of  tithes 
will  be  brought  within  the  scope  of  the 
measure  which  at  present  are  not  relieved 
from  taxation  by  virtue  of  this  Bill. 


The  SOLICITOB- general  (Sir 
li.  B.  FiNLAY,  Inverness  Burghs) :  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  movers  and  sup- 


porters of  this  Amendment  have  suc- 
ceeded in  explaining  to  the  House  the 
difference  between  the  meaning  of  the 
words  "attached  to"  and  that  of  the 
words  "not  severed  from."  We  prefer 
the  expression  "  attached  to."  Con- 
ceivably there  mig^t  be  cases  where  tithes 
which  had  been  attached  to  a  benefice 
had  become  severed  therefrom,  and  are 
afterwards  attached  again.  We  intend  to 
include  all  cases  where  the  tithe  is 
attached  to  a  benefice.  The  words  would 
not  apply  to  tithes  in  the  hands  of 
clerical  appropriators,  as  they  are  not 
attached  to  a  benefice.  As  to  whether 
the  words  would  include  the  cases  where 
tithes  at  present  are  in  the  hands  of  lay 
impropriators,  but  are  afterwards  attached 
to  a  benefice  so  that  in  the  future 
the  incumbent  has  the  benefit  of  them, 
I  answer  that  in  the  a£&rmative. 

*Mb.  perks  :  In  that  case  it  is  clear 
that  this  £87,000  will  not  be  enough. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  Unless  I  get  a 
far  more  satisfactory  answer  I  shall  be 
compelled  to  proceed  to  a  Division.  As 
the  right  hon.  GtenUenum  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  told  us  he  did  not  know, 
I  was  appealing  to  somebody  who  did 
know  

Mr.  long  :  I  did  not  say  I  did  not 
know. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  You  said  you 
did  not  know  the  distinction  betwoMi 
"attached  to  "and  "not  severed  from.'' 
There  is  a  very  wide  distinction.  The 
Solicitor-General  in  a  vague  sort  of  way 
does  see  that  there  is  some  distinction. 
Although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may 
not  understand  or  appreciate  that  distinc- 
tion, it  was  appreciated  by  the  Comerva- 
tive  Members  of  the  Parliament  of  1893-5, 
when  I  moved  an  Amendment  bearing 
upon  this  very  point,  and  they  supported 
me. 
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Mb.  ABEL  THOMAS:  After  the 
answer  of  the  Solicitor-General  we  really 
ought  to  reconsider  our  position.  A  lay 
impropriator  who  has  tithes  now  does  not 
get  any  diminution  of  his  payment  of 
rates,  and  I  cannot  imagine  any  wealthy 
Churchman  in  the  future  presenting 
any  clergyman  with  £3^000  or  £4,000  or 
the  interest  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  his  Church.  He  cannot  be  so 
idiotic  as  to  do  it  if  this  Bill  is  passed. 
He  will  buy  tithes,  and  present  them  to  a 
benefice,  and  the  clergyman  will  im- 
mediately get  the  benefit  of  half  the  rates. 
If  the  Solicitor-Genera!  is  right  this  is 
not  an  act  of  justice  in  any  shape  or 
form.  It  cannot  be  justice  that  tithe 
which  now  pays  its  own  rates  should 
immediately  it  is  presented  to  a  benefice 
pay  only  half  its  rates.  If  it  is  justice  the 
Bill  should  have  been  fnuned  to  include  lay 
impropriators.  This  is  a  very  serious 
■pmnt,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  (Durham, 
Ghester-le-Street) :  The  discussion  has 
shown  that  this  Amendment  is  a  much 
more  important  one  than  the  House 
realised.  I  gather  that  any  tithe,  whether 
in  the  hands  of  the  Ecclesiastioal  Com- 
missioners or  anyone  else,  if  it  becomes 
attached  to  a  benefice^  will  get  the 
benefit  of  this  reduction  of  rates.  See 
what  injustice  that  will  work.  In  the 
neighbourhood  which  I  represent  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  own  a  very 
large  amount  of  tithe.  They  may  attach 
those  lathes  to  a  benefice  in  any  part  of 
the  country,  and  those  parishes  in  Durham 
will  be  expected  to  make  up  the  rates 
which  are  lost  upon  those  tithes  should 
those  tithes  have  been  attached  to  parishes 
outside  our  own  county  with  whidi  the 
communities  in  Durham  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do.  It  is  a  very  important 
matter  when  you  realise  the  enormous 
sums  that  may  be  given  away  in  this 
shape. 

*Mb.  MOULTON:  The  answer  of  the 
SolidtorOeneral  that  any  tithes  which 
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may  in  futiu«  be  attached  to  a  benefice 
will  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  puts 
quite  a  different  complexion  on  this  Bill. 
We  had  realised  that  the  richest  Church  in 
the  world  could  not  support  her  ministers, 
and  that   while  the   pborer  Churches 
were  making  heroic  efforts  to  support 
their  own  this  one  preferred  to  come  to  the 
State  and  ask  for  an  endowment.  But 
we  did  not  think    it  was  going  to 
inaugurate  a  system  of  cheap  charity, 
through  which  by  selling  or  giving  a 
tithe  to  a  benefice  you  would  thereupon 
put  your  country  under  contribution  to 
supplement  your  gift  by  something  out  of 
the  public  pocket.    We  read  that  in  old 
days  somebody  was  squeamish  enough  not 
to  give  unto  Uie  Lord  that  which  cost  him 
nothing,  but  our  great  Church  has  got 
quite  above  such  ideas.  The  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners  own  tithes  which  bring  in 
about  £300,000  a  year,  and  that  sum 
they   can    use    for    the    benefit  of 
the  Church.    According  to  this  edition 
of  the  Bill,  they  can  force  the  Nation 
to  supplement  that  sum   out  of  public 
money  by  something  like  X20,000  or 
£25,000,  by  the  simple .  device  of  using 
those  tithes  in  specie  to  increase  the 
value  of  benefice  instead  of  giving  the 
money   increment  themselves.  There- 
fore this  Bill  will  enable  the  Church, 
at  the  will  of  the  Ecclesiasticfd  Commis- 
sioners, after  getting  this  endowment  of 
£87,000  a  year,  to  increase  it  by  some- 
thing like  £25,000  or  more  per  annum. 
But  that  is  not  the  only  thing.  It  at  once 
makes  a  brisk  market  for  the  tithes  that 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  lay  impropriators, 
because  if  anybody  wants  to  endow  a 
church  they  will  get  sufficient  money  to 
buy  a  tithe — a  taxed  tithe,  a  rated  tithe — 
from  the  lay  impropriator,  and  that  having 
been  once  presented  to  a  benefice,  half  of 
its  rates  will  be  borne  by  the  public,  and 
as  a  consequence  the  gift  will  be  increased 
by  a  compulsory  contribution  fnnn  the  pub- 
lic purse.   This  Bill  was  stated  to  be  baaed 
on  justice — not  on  mercy,  not  on  endow- 
ment.  Will  anybody  explain  the  justice 
of  enabling  a  person,  because  he  diooses 
to  give  to  the  Church  in  one  particular 
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form,  to  compel  the  public  to  join  him  in 
the  gift,  when  if  he  gave  it  in  money  he 
could  not  so  force  them  1  If  this  is  to  be 
tte  meaning  of  the  Act  the  plea  of  justice 
is  ludicrous.  It  M'as  unsound  before,  but 
under  these  conditions  it  becomes  comic 
I  trust  we  shall  go  to  a  Division,  in  as 
much  as  no  more  important  opportunity 
has  been  given  for  showing  the  false 
pretensions  upon  which  this  Bill  is  put 
forward. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOUKT:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  estimated  the 
cost  of  this  Bill  at  £87,000.  That  we  know 
is  to  be  paid  by  the  general  taxpayer  of 
the  country,  and  will  be  deducted  from 
the  funds  of  the  ratepayers.  In  view  of 
this  Amendment  I  ask,  does  that  amount 
include  these  possible  or  even  probable 
future  additions  to  the  existing  rates  to 
which  the  BUI  is  now  applicable, 
because,  if  so,  as  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  has  said,  this  estimate  of 
£87,000  does  not  cover  the  case.  I  think 
upon  that  ground  we  ought,  before  these 
words  ure  passed,  to  have  an  assurance 
from  the  Government  as  to  whether  they 
intend  that  it  is  to  be  governed  by  the 
existing  condition  of  the  rates,  or  whether 
it  means  in  the  future  to  have  an  un- 
limited and  speculative  amount  which 
may  be  added  to  at  any  time  in  con- 
sequence of  the  explanation  of  the 
SolicitorOenend.  I  am  sure  the  House 
has  derived  as  much  Iwnefit  from  his 
explanation  as  from  the  speeches  of  other 
hon.  and  learned  Members  who  are  sup- 
porting this  Bill,  and  the  more  we  can 
get  those  distinguished  Gentlemen  to 
speak  the  more  will  this  Bill  be  damaged 
in  the  eyes  of  everybody  who  understands 
its  framework.  I  ask  deliberately  whether 
this  £87,000  is  to  be  the  be-all  and  end- 
all,  or  whether  you  mean  to  have  an 
elastic  power  to  increase  this  imposition 
upon  the  taxpayers  of  the  country,  and 
this  loss  to  the  general  ratepayer. 


Mr.  long  :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
congratulates  himself  and  his  Party  upon 


the  fact  that  certain  learned  Gentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  House  have  spoken, 
because,  he  tells  us,  whenever  they  speak 
they  help  the  case  of  the  Opposition. 
That  being -so,  I  cannot  help  regretting 
that  he  does  not  rest  content  with  the 
speeches  we  make.  The  right  hon. 
Gendeman  asks  whether  in  our  calcula- 
tions we  have  estimated  for  any  future 
attachment  of  tithes  to  benefices  which 
may  lead  to  an  increase  of  the  sum  paid 
in  respect  of  rates.  The  estimate  we 
have  made  is,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases, 
one  which  allows  a  considerable  margin, 
and  the  actual  result  may  be  very  much 
less  than  the  estimate,  as  was  the  case 
with  the  Agricultural  Bating  Act.  In 
regard  to  the  condition  of  future  tithes 
the  explanation  given  by  the  Solicitor- 
General  is  one  with  which  we  entirely 
agree.  So  far  as  this  Bill  is  con- 
cerned, it  being  a  temporary  measure, 
extending  over  2J  years,  pending ' 
the  final  settlement  of  the  larger 
question,  our  object  has  been  to  make  it 
the  law  that  in  the  case  of  tithe 
rent-charge  attached  to  a  benefice  half 
the  rates  should  in  future  be  paid.  That 
being  so,  whether  the  tithe  is  attached  to 
the  benefice  at  the  immediate  passing  of 
the  Bill  into  law,  or  whether  it  becomes 
attached  by  a  subsequent  act  of  the 
present  impropriator,  the  efiect  and  result 
of  this  Bill  will  be  the  same. 


Mr.  ATHERLEY -JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.)  :  I  venture  to  think  that  it  could 
never  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
Gk>vemment  that  it  should  be  possible  for 
the  public  funds  to  be  forced  to  supple- 
ment gifts  to  the  Church  in  the  manner 
which  has  been  described.  Such  a  grossly 
extravagant  proposal  would  amount  to 
little  short  of  a  public  scandal.  I  am 
quite  sure  hon.  Mranbers  opposite  do  not 
realise  what  this  means.  Suppose  it  is 
conceded  that  the  amount  of  rates  which 
are  attached  to  tithe  rent-charge  is  exces- 
sive and  that  it  is  perfectly  right  that 
reductions  in  those  rates  should  be  made 
by  the  inartistic  process  of  a  grant  at 
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large.  This  reading  of  the  Bill  by  the 
Solicitor-General  goes  much  further  than 
that.  It  does  not  mean  that  the  bond  jidf 
tithe-owner  is  henceforth  to  be  relieved  of 
his  rates,  but  that  every  form  of  endow- 
ment which  may  hereafter  be  given  to  a 
benefice,  if  advantage  is  taken  of  the 
machinery  of  buying  a  tithe,  should  be 
supplemented  by  the  State.  I  am  per 
fectly  sure  that  could  not  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  but  unfor- 
tunately the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  has  committed  himself  to  an 
explanation  which  on  examination  cannot 
possibly  be  adopted. 


Mr.  WARNER:  I  cannot  think  that 
this  is  a  point  the  Government  ought  to 
try  to  settle  to-night,  after  the  admission 
which  has  been  made.  The  Church  or 
tuiy  other  worthy  instituti(Hi  receives  a 
great  deal  of  honour  and  admiration  from 
the  country.  But  when  that  honour 
comes  to  pounds^  shillings  and  pence,  and 


when  those  pounds  shillings  and  pence 
are  taken  from  the  pockets  of  the  poor 

ratepayers,  that  honour  and  admiration 
will  not  be  quite  so  great  as  they  would 
have  been  if  the  money  had  been  obtained 
in  other  ways.  The  country,  when  they 
have  an  opportunity  of  speaking,  will 
very  soon  decide  against  such  proposals, 
and  the  vote  next  Wednesday  in  a  certain 
part  of  London  will  be  greatly  influenced 
by  these  proceedings ;  other  places  have 
already  spoken. 

Mr.  long  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  more,  "That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  a  Divi- 
sion : — Ayes,  249 ;  Noes,  135.  (Division 
List,  No.  233.) 


Allhtuen,  AngoatuB  H.Eden 
Allaop,  Hon.  Geoi^ 
Anson,  8ir  William  Reynell 
Arehdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Amold-Forater,  Bn^  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Capt.  JoBcelineFitzRf^ 
Baud,  J.  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfonr.Rt.  Hn.  A.J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  G.  W.(Leeda 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach3t.Hn.SirH.M.(Biistol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Hentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bethell,  Coinniander 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Ikmsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griflith- 
Bowles,Capt.  H.  F.(MiddleBex) 
HrasBey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  lit.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montogn 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Hutcher,  John  George 

Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  U.  F,  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.lDerbyah.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,East) 


AYES. 

Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chaniberlain,Rt.Hon.J.(Binn. 
Chamberlain.J.AiiBt'nCVVorc'r 
Chaplin,  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Cliarrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clarke,  SirEdwani(Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hn.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coehill,  Douglas  Harry 
Conen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colston,  C.  E.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  F.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Comwallis,  Fiennes  S,  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  B. 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
DalUac,  Colonel  Philip  Hngh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Donngton,  Sir  John  Edward 


Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
DoQ&las-pMuuuit,  Htm.  K  8. 
Dracker,  A. 

Dancomb&  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,Rt.  Hn.SirWilliamHart 

Elliot.Hon.  A.R&lpb  Donglaa 

Fardell,  Sir  T,  George 
Fellowes,  Hon  Ailwyo  Edwd- 
Fergusson,  UtHnSirJ(Manoh*r 
Fincb,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  WUliam 
FitzGerald,  Sir  B.  Penroee- 
FitzWyvn^,  Gennal  Sir  F. 
Foster,  Colonel  (Luicaster) 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
GarGt,  William 
Gedgft,  Sydney 
Gibw)ns,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibb8,HnAGH{City  of  Lond.) 
Gibbe,Hon.Vicary  (St.  Albans 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson.SirAugusbusFrederiok 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
GorBt,Rt.  Hon.Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen.RtHn  G  J  (St.  George's 
Goschen.George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
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Green.WalfonlD.  (WednesVry 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrembury 
Greene.  W.  Rsynumd-(CambB. ) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gnnter,  Colonel 
Hall.  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
HalMiT,  Tbomaa  Frederick 
HwniIton,Rt.Hn.Lord  George 
Hanbnry,Rt.  Hon.  RobertWm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Holder,  Angostus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon  Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Sir  Edw.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (HampetMd) 
Hoare,  Samnel  (Norwich) 
Hobhoos^  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  WiUhun  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H.  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  Capt-CW-Grice- 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.  Win.  Lawies 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnstone,  Hevwood  (Sussex) 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  Geo^ 
Kemp,  Geonre 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  WilUam 
Knowles,  Lees 
Li^one,  Alfred 
Lawrence,  Win.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  Kt.Hon. WilUam  E.H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,SlrDiUwyn(Sw'nsea. 
Lockwood,  Lt-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,Rfc-Hn.  Walter  (Liverp'l)  j 


{10  July  1899} 

Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowlee,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lncas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cuinming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'Ar^ur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Main  waring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Milbank,  Sir  PowleU  C.  John 
Mildmay,  Francis  !l^gham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Rbt.  Jasper  (Shropshu^) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.(Monmouthah.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,RtHn  A.  Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventiy) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myera,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captiun  Arthur 
PUkingtou,  R(IiaiH!8.,Newt(m) 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Hany  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Piyce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
QuUter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Kuikin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederick  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexandei* 
I  Richardti,  Henry  Charles 
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Ridley.Rt-Hn.SirMatthewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thompson 
RobertsMi,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  H.  Dudley 
SamueL  H.  S.  (LimehouBe) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharoe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidehotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sjdebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart.SirMarkJ.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Chas.  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,RtHn.  J.G.  (Oxf  dUniv. 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,Wm.£dw,  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  SirC.E.  Howard 
Wanklyn.  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Lt  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Ueut  Col.  A.  O,  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  Jno.  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R,  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
WilBon,J.W.(Worce8terBh,N.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath 
Wolff,  Gnstav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.B.  Stuart- 
Wyndnam,  Georee 
Wyndham -Quin,  Major  W.H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander  (Berks,^. 

Tkllers  fob  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


NOFA 


AIlen,Wni.(Ncwa-und.-Lyme 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atherley- Jones,  L. 
Harlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworfch  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Binrell,  Angnstine 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
BroedhoTst,  Henry 
Biyce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  Jamea 
Caropbell-Bannerman*  Sir  H. 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
CawlCT,  Frederick 
Cbanmng,  Francis  Albion 


Chirk,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithness-sh.  i 
Clough,  Walter  Ow«i 
ColvUle,  John  i 
Crilly,  Daniel  1 
Dalziel,  James  Henry  ' 
Davies,M.Vaughan-(Uaid*g'ii)  I 
Davitt,  Michael 
DUke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Cliarles 
Dillon,  John 
Denelan,  Captun  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Cliarles  M.  (Lanark) 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Evans,  Sir  F,  H.  (Sonth'ton) 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Mnnro  (Leith 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 


(ioddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gordon,  Sir  William  B. 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Hanvood,  George 
Hayne,  Ru  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Haiell.  Walter 
Hedderwiok,  Thos.  Chas.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Cliarles  H. 
Holland,  Wm.H.  (York.W.R.) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson -Ferguson,  Jabes  Ed. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
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Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denia 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  (Jeo.  Smyth 
Labonchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Uatty 
liftwaon  .SirWilf rid(  Cnmbland 
Lea,  Kir  T.  (Londonderry) 
LeesejSirJosepliF.  ( Accrington 
Len^,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeitl,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'CJhee,  Kirhanl 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fie<1. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mellor,Ut.Hon.J.AV.  (Yorks.) 
Mendl,  Sieismund  Ferdinand 
Moreau,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshirel 
Morley,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Montrose) 


{COMMONS} 

Morton,  Etlw.  J.  C.  {De%'onport 
Mobs,  Samuel 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Oapt.  Cecil  William 
NuHsey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  (Jeorge  W.  (Reading) 
PauItoQ,  James  Alellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetnian  D. 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumh.) 
Perks,  Robert  Williams 
Pickersdill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Jo.'tepli 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgli 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richanlson, J.  (Durham,  S.  E. ) 
Rickett,  J.  Coiimton 
Roberts,  J^  H.  (Denbigha.) 
Rol)son,  William  Snow<lon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sincltur,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarsh.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
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Soames,  Arthur  Wellealey 
Spicer,  Albert 

Staadnum,  William  Gluules 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,Abel  (Carmarthen,E.> 
Thomas,Alfred  (GlamorgaB.E. 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.) 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker.  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Car\-ell  (Notta) 
Wilson,  Charies  Heniy  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Henr>-  J.  ( York,W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham.  Mid.) 
Woodhouse,SirJ  r(Huddersfd 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  aocl 
Mr.  M* Arthur. 


Question  put  accordingly,  "That  tlie 
words  'attached  to'  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 


The  Committee  divided  : — Ayea,  243 ; 
Noes,  134.    (Division  List,  No.  234.) 


Allhusen,  A.  Henry  Eden 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William lieynell 
Arcbdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  lit.  Hon.  John 
Hagot,  Capt.JoscelineFitzRoy 
Ilaird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Ixwd 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Balfour.RtHnGerahlW.  ( Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  (Jeorge 
Bartley,  George  i'.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach,RtHnSirM,H.-(Kri«tol) 
l^kett.  Ernest  William 
Itentinck,  Lord  Henry  C 
Itethell,  Commander 
Big^vood,  James 
Bin,  Charies 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  (*)nne 
Boseawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
ltowles,Capt.H.  F.  (.Middlesex) 
Bi-af>sey,  Allwrt 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hn.  St.  John 
HrookHeld,  A.  Montagu 
Bullard,  Sir  Hany 
Butcher.  John  George 
('arlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C,  W.  (Derbys.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Ohamberliun.Rt.Hn.  J.<Birm) 
Cbamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 


AYES. 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
('helsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clarke,  SirEdward(  Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hn.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglax  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louls 
Colston,  C.  E.  H.  Athole 
f-'ompton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R  (Hereford) 
ComwaIli»,  Fiennes  S.  W. 
CoXjIrwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  ((ilaogow) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith.  Eari  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charies 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  J.  P. 
Digby,  J.  K.  D.  Winafield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington.  Sir  ,lohn  E^l^vard 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon,  A,  Akers- 
Douglas-l'ennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hulwrt  V. 
Dyke,Kt.  Hn.SirWilliamHart 
EUiot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Donghw 


Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  A.  Edwaid 
Fergusson.RtHnSirJ.  (Manc'r) 
Finch,  (Jeorge  H, 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyns 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald,  Sir  K.  Penroee- 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 

Galloway.  William  JohnstMi 
Garfit,  William 
(Gibbons,  J.  Llovd 
Gibb8,HnAGH(City  of  Lond.) 
Gibba,  H  on.  Vicary(St.  Albans) 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godaon.Sir  Au  gustusFredeiiek 
Goldsworthy,  .Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edn'ard 
Gorst.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jolm  Eldon 
(;osclien,Rt.Hn.GJ(St(.;«orge'» 
Goschen,  Geoi^  J.  (Susses) 
Goulding.  Eihvard  Alfred 
(Jray,  Emeat  (Went  Ham) 
<;reen,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  HenrjD.  (Shrewsbury) 
(ireene,W.Raymond  (Camte.) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  CaraeroD 
Gunter,  Colonel 

Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsay,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamiiton,Rt-Hn.LonlG«ofg» 
Hanbury.  Rt.  Hn.Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sur  Reginald 
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Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  liobt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Kir  Edw.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,Edw.  Brodie(Hampst' d) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobliouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
HosderjHon-JainesHenryCeeil 
Hiibbaxd,  Hon.  ETelyn 
Hutchinson,Capt.G.  W.  Grice- 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Lawies 
Jebb,  Kicliard  Claverhouse 
■leffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
JolUffe,  Hon.  H.  Geot;ge 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  KtHon  Sir  John  H 
Kenyon-Slayney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  W  illlam 
Knowles,  Lees 
Liifone,  Alfred 
l^wsun,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Lecky,  KtHon  William  Edw.  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
LeightOD,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn- (Swans. 
IxK-kwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.  Col.  Chas.  W.  (Evesham 
Lon^,  Kt.  Hn.  Walter  (L'pool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Boiler 
liOme,  Af  arqness  of 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lmais-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Klliaon 
Manlona,  John  Camming 
Maclver,  David  ^Xiverpool) 


{10  July  1899} 

M'Arthur,  Cluirles  (Liverpool) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-MainwaiingiHn.  W,  F. 
Idellor,  Colonel  (Ls^ca^liire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Milbanl^  Sir  P.  C.  John 
Mtldmay,  Fraiuns  Binghani 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Mont^a,  HonJScott( Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,ArthurH.  A.  (Deptf  ord 
Mount,  William  (ieoive 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,Col.  Wyndliapi(Batli) 
M^ers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,Hon.Sir  H.  Stafford 
Fease,Herbt.  Pike(DarliDgton 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkmgton,  R.  (Lancs,NewtoD) 
Platt-Hi^ns,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  EdWard 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cnthbert 
Kankin,  Sir  James 
Rascli,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Itentoul,  Jam&H  Alexander 
Richards,  Henrj'  Charles 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Matt.  W. 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
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Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
RoydH,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rnsselt,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Hertlert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Lim^ouse^ 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Hon.  W.E.I).  (Strand) 
Stanley.Hn.  Arthur  (OmukiTK 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Tiugarfc 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphty  Napier 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUnL 
Thorbnm,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemacbe,  Henry  James 
Tomlinaon,  Wm.  E.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Lieut.  -Col.  C.E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentwortb,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  AJgeroon 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birmg.) 
Willox,  Sir  Joha  Archibald 
Wilson,  J .  W.  ( Worcestersh.  N. ) 
Wodehoase,Rt.  Hn.E.  R.(  Bath) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wymimim,  (ieorge 
Wyndham-Quin.  Mai.  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Mannaduke  D'Aroy 
Young.Commander  (Berks,  E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  WiUiam  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


NOES. 


Allen,  W.  (Newo-under-Lyme) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atberley'Jones,  L. 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbysliire) 
Iteaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
BUlwn,  Alfred 
Birrelt,  Augustine 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broiulhurst,  Henry 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell -Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Camiichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley ,  Fredrick 
Clianmng,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.(CiuthneM-Bh.) 
Clough,  Walter  Oven 
ColvOte,  John 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 


Davies,M.  Vauglian-(Cardigan 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  i'.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Emniott,  Alfred 
Evans,  S.  T.  tllamorgan) 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton) 
Ferguson,  K.  C.  Munro  (Leith 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gurdon,  Sir  William  B. 
Hatdane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harconrt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wni. 
Harwood,  Geoi^ 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Heddenrick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Holland, Wm.  H.  (York,W.R. 


Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Unmphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacofy,  James  Alfred 
Johnson-Ferguson,  Jabez  E. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kearley,  Huilson  E. 
Kilbriae,  Denis 
Kintoch,  Sir  John  G.  Siuyth 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
LaWBon,  Sir  Wilfred  (Cumb.) 
1-ea,  Sir  Thomas  (LondoDderry 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Aceriiigton) 
Len^,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift' 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
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M'Ewan,  William 
MK^hee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Re^fiiiald 
M'Leod,  John 
MaddiBmt,  Fred. 
Madsn,  John  Henry 
MeUor3t.Hon.  J.W.  (Yorks.) 
Mendl,  Swsmimd  F. 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Chas.  (Breckonshire) 
Morley,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Montrose 
MortoQ,  £.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Mobs,  Samnel 
Moalton,  John  Fischer 
N(HtoB,  Capt  Cecil  William 
Nnssey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
PaImer,SirChar]esM.  (Dorham 
Palmer,  Geo.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Bolton,  Junes  MeUor 
Pearscni,  Sir  Weetman  D. 


{COMMONS} 

Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Perkfl,  Robert  WUliam 
PickersgiU,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Pafcrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Bri^  (Yorks.) 
Provana,  Andrew  Dryborgh 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfarah. 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stratt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 


of  the  House. 


Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  DonaJ  (Westmeath) 
Thoma8,AbeI(Cannarthfln,  E.) 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgao^E. 
Thomas,  David  A.  (MerthTr) 
Trevelyan,  Charies  PhiUps 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,JnaLawBon(LeedB,S.) 
Wam»,  Thomas  Courtenay  T, 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (Yorks,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Woodhoii8e,SirJT(  Hodderof d 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— Mr. 
Herbert  Gladstone  and  Mr. 
M'Arthur. 


It  being  after*  midnight,  the  Chaiiman 
l«ft  the  Cnair  to  make  lis  Beport  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again 
To-m(HTOv. 

AGRICULTURE  AND  TECHNICAL  IN- 
STRUCTION (IRELAND)  [SALARIES, 
&c]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 


(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  moved  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  pay- 
ment out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parlia- 
ment of  a  salary  not  exeeeoing  £1,200,  together 
with  a  residential  allowance  not  exceeding 
£150,  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  Mid  Technical  Instruction  for 
Ireland,  and  of  the  salaries  and  remuneration 
to  the  secretary,  assistant-secretaries,  in- 
epectoiB,  officers,  and  servants  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  of  all  expenses  incorred  by  the 
Dep^ment,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the 
present  session  for  establislung  a  Dejtartnient 
of  A^culture  and  other  Industries  and 
Techmcal  Instruction  in  Irelimd."  —  IMi: 
■Gerald  Ba^r.) 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  As  there  is 
gre&t  difference  of  opinion  in  reference  to 
Wie  method  by  which  the  £78,000  in  this 
Bill  is  to  be  handed  over  to  the  new 
Department,  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  Resolution  as  worded  will 
bar  us  from  discussing  in  CJommittee 
whether  that  ;£78,000  should  be  derived 
from  direct  grant  or  by  the  roundabout 
way  of  taking  over  the  spirit  money. 


The  chief  SECRETARY  von  1R¥^ 
LAND  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  :  The  Resolution  does  not  refer 
to  the  ie78,000  at  all,  it  only  applies  to 
the  salaries.  There  is  no  additional 
charge  on  the  Votes  in  respect  of  the 
£78,000. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  understand  it  will 
not  debar  us  from  discussing  that  ques- 
tion then.  I  was  afraid  that  if  the  Reso- 
lution was  passed  the  point  might  be 
taken  against  us  on  that  question.  No 
doubt  it  would  throw  no  additional  charge 
ultimately  on  the  Exchequer  if  the  grant 
were  made  direct,  as  many  of  us  would 
prefer,  but  it  might  technically  be  held  to 
throw  an  additional  charge  on  the 
Exchequer. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
know  what  ruling  the  Chairman  might 
make  on  the  subject,  but  the  Resolution 
before  the  House  makes  no  reference  to 
the  £78,000,  therefore  I  think  it  would 
not  have  any  effect  on  the  decision  of  the 
Chairman. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

^'^ISliSiillr   MANAGEMENT  ACTS 
AMENDMENT     (BYE  -  LAWS)  BILL 

As  amended,  considered ;  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-live  minutes 
before  One  of  the  clock. 
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Tuesdaij,  11th  July  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chan'cellor  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certi- 
ricate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Onters  applicable  to  the 
folloMving  Bill  have  not  oeen  complied 
with : 

WEST  METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (MONEY) 
BILL. 

GREAT  AVESTEKN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

CENTRAL   LONDON   RAILWAY  BILL. 

FISH(JUARI>    AND    ROSSLARE  RAIL- 
WAYS AND  HARBOURS  BILL. 

.MANCHESTER  CORPORATION 
(GENERAL  POWERS)  BILL. 

Committee   to   meet   on  Thursday 

next. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  to  the  Bristol  Order  having 
been  withdrawn ;  the  Orders  made  on 
30th  June  and  Tuesday  last  discharged ; 
and  Bill  committed  for  Thursday  next. 

BEDDITCH  GAS  BILL. 
Reported  with  Amendments. 


BRADFORD     TRAMWAYS     AND  IM- 
PROVEMENT BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  onlered  to  lie  on  the 
Table.  The  Orders  made  on  Tuesday  last 
discharged,  and  Bill  committed. 

VOL.  LXXIV.     [Fourth  Seribs.]  Q 


HARROW  AND  UXBRIDGE  RAILWAY 
BILf.. 

WARRINGTON  CORPORATION  BILL. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  TRAMWAYS 
AND  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

Moved  that  the  Order  made  on  the 
9th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Trivate 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday, 
the  27th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  read  2" ;  agreed 
to.  Bills  read  2"  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted. The  Committees  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Read  3",  with  the  Amendments  j  fur- 
ther Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

MIDLAND     AND     SOUTH  -  WESTERN 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  BILL. 

LINCOLN  AND  EAST  COAST  RAILWAY 
AND  DOCK  BILL. 

WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 

LOWESTOFT  PROMENADE  PIER  BILL. 

Read  3%  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

AIRE  AND  CALDER  NAVIGATION  BILL. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL. 

House  to  be  in  Committee  on  Thursday 

next. 

MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Then  Standing  Orders  Nos. 
XXXIX.  and  XLV.  considered  (accord- 
ing to  Order),  and  di^ensed  with  :  Bill 
r^id  3^  and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  4)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3**  on  Thursday 
next. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL  I 

ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL.  ' 

House  in    Committee  (according  to 
Order) :   Amendments  made :  Standing  | 
Committee  negatived :  The  Report  of  i 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  TiiaTaday  ! 
Viext.  I 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL  i 
ORDERS  (No.  17)  BILL. 

Moved  that  the  Order  of  the  9th  March 
last,  "That  no  Provisional  Order  Con- 
jfirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of 
Cktmmons  shall  be  read  a  second  time 
^fter  Tuesday,  the  27th  day  of  June 
jnext,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
jBill  be  now  read  2" ;  agreed  to.  Bill 
jead  2'>  accordingly,  and  committed.  The 
Committee  to  be  prc^iosed  by  the  Com- 
^mittee  of  Selection. 

XOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL. 

Moved  that  the  Order  of  the  9th  March  ' 
last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order  Con- 
^rmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of 
Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time 
after  Tuesday,  the  27th  day  of  June 
next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
.Bills  be  now  read  2<* ;  agreed  to.  Bills 
read  3<*  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  | 
Committee  of  the  wh(^e  House  on  Thurs- 1 
^y  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL  \ 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL.  ' 

Moved,  That  the  Order  of  the  9th 
M^rch  last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House 
of  Commons  shall  be  a  second  time 
;^Etcr  Tuesday  the  27th  day  -  of  June 
iiext^"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
iBill  he  now  read  2'  ;  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read 
2*  accordingly,  and  committed.  The 
Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection. 

XOJSIDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

Keport  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion that  the  five  I^iOrds  appointed  a  Select 
Committee  on  the  Leeds  Corporation  Bill 
<lo  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the 
rconsideration  of  the  I.rf>ndon  County 
■Council  (General  Powers)  Bill ;  read,  and 
.agreed  to;  all  petitions  referred  to  the 
iC^mmittee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners 


praying  to  be  heard  fay  counsel  against  the 
Bill  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also 

counsel  for  the  Bill. 


BETlIItXS,  REPORTS.  ETC. 


ARMY  (VOLUNTEER  MEDICAL  STAFF 
CORPS). 

Draft  efitciency  certificate  for 
Volunteer  Medical  Staff  Corps. 


the 


WELLINGTON  COLLEGE. 
Keport  of  the  Governors  for  the  year 
ended    31st    December,    1898 ;  with 
accounts. 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS 
(IRELAND). 

Agricultural  Statistics  of  Ireland,  with 
detiuied  report,  for  the  year  1898. 

TRADE  REPORTS. 

Miscellaneous  Series,  No.  507.  Coal 
mining  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  the 
year  1898, 

SIERRA  LEONE. 

Report  by  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner 
and  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the 
insurrection  in  the  Sierra  Leone  Protec- 
torate, 1898. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

COUNTY   OFFICERS   AND  COURTS 
(IRELAND)   ACT,  1877. 

Account  of  receipts  under  the  Act,  and 
payments  under  Section  25  thereof,  during 
the  year  ended  Slut  March,  1899. 

CONCILIATION   (TRADE  DISPUTES) 
ACT,  1896. 

Second  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  proceedings  under  the  Conciliatioa 
(Trade  Disputes)  Act,  1896. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
ActX  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Tabl& 


PETITIONS. 


SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  (ENG- 
LAND AND  IRELAND)  BILL. 

Petition  in  favour  of ;  of  Meeting  of 
Women  in  the  Jerusalem  Chamber,  Westr 
mister;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEE. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection 
ioT  the  Stimding  Committee,  that  the 
Committee  have  added  the  Lord  Brampton 
to  the  Standing  Committee ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


METROPOLIS  MANAGEMENT  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  (BYE-LAWS)  BILL  [H.L  ]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
-with  Amendments ;  the  said  Amendments 
ito  be  printed.    (Na  162.) 

GORDON  MEMORIAL  COLLEGE  AT 
KHARTOUM  BILL  [B.L.). 

A  Bill  to  give  powers  to  the  Executive 
•Committee  of  the  Gordon  Memorial  Col- 
lege at  Khartoum  to  invest  trust  funds  in 
<ertain  securities— was  •  presented  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor;  read  !■;  and  to  be 
printed.    <No.  163.) 


QUESTIOXS. 


TRANSVAAL  AFFAIRS. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  See- 
ing the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
<k>lonie8  in  his  place,  I  wish  to  ask  him 
-whether  he  can  give  to  the  House  any 
information  with  regard  to  the  new 
proposals  of  the  Government  of  the 
South  African  Republic  in  relation  to 
the  elective  franchise  of  that  country. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
♦STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (The 
Earl  of  Selborne)  :  My  Lords,  in  an- 
«wering  the  question  of  the  noble  Earl, 
perhaps  your  Lordships  will  allow  me  to 
make  a  dbort  statement.  At  the  Confer- 
•ence  at  Bloemfontein  proposals  were  made 
by  Sir  Alfred  MDner  and  President 
Kniger  respectively  as  to  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  aliens  in  the  South  African  Re- 

fublic.  Sir  Alfred  Milner  regarded  the 
resident's  proposals  as  altogether  inade- 
■quate  to  meet  the  case,  and  the  Conference 
broke  up.  Since  the  Conference  there 
have  been  private  and  unofficial  discus- 
sions between  the  Goveniiuent  of  the 
South  African  Republic  and  Mr.  Hofmeyr, 
Mr.  Herholdt,  one  of  the  Cape  Ministers, 
iind  Mr.  Fischer,  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  Orange  Free  State,  which  have 
resulted  in  new  franchise  proposals  being 
submitted  by  President  Rniger  to  the 


First  Volksraad  of  the  South  African 
Republic.  Sir  Alfred  Milneri  proposals 
were,  briefly,  franchise  after  five  years,  re- 
trospective. Under  the  President's  original 
[]r<mosal8,  not  a  single  Uitlandef  would  get 
thefrancUseimmecuately.  Those  whocame 
inbefore  1890  would  get  it  in  two  and  a  half 
years.  Others  already  resident  for  two 
years  would  have  to  wait  j  five  years 
longer.  Those  coming  in  in  .the  future 
would  have  to  wait  seveti  and  a  half  years. 
All  would  have  to  undergo  the  objection- 
able naturalisation  period.  ^'Under  the 
latest  proposals  the  naturalisation  period  is 
removed.  Those  who  came  in  before 
1890  get  the  franchise  at  once,  and  those 
who  came  in  in  1890  and'  subsequent 
years  get  it  as  soon  as  they  have  com- 
pleted nine  years'  residence.  Tliere  will 
thus  be  a  small  immediate  enfranchise- 
ment of  aliens  who  are  already  resident 
in  the  country,  and  additions  will  be 
made  each  year  until  five  years  from  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  when  all  aliens  who 
have  been  seven  years  in  the  country  at 
the  time  and  who  possess  the  conditions 
may  be  enfranchised.  Newcomere  will  be 
entitled  to  the  franchise  seven  years  after 
they  have  given  written  notice  of  their 
desire  to  become  burghers  of  the  State. 
The  number  of  members  allotted  t-o  the 
Goldfields  will  be  increased  by  four.  In 
the  absence  of  fuller  information  it  is 
impossible  to  be  absoiuteiy  certain  of  the 
practical  effect  of  the  whole  scheme.  So 
far  as  we  are  able  to  judge  from  the  in- 
formation before  us,  the  new  scheme  will 
have  no  immediate  effect  on  the  represen- 
tation in  the  First  Volksraad  of  the  alien 
population ;  it  is  not  certain  that  they 
could  carry  any  of  the  seats  allotted  to 
the  Rand  until  a  much  later  period. 
That  is  all  the  information  that  is  at 
present  in  our  possession. 

Earl  SPENCER:  May  I  ask  the 
noble  Lord  when  he  expects  to  get 
information  which  will  enable  him  to 
understand  the  propoeahi  clearly ) 

The  Earl  of  SELBORNE  :  We  have 
asked  for  information  on  definite  points'; 
but  in  the  absence  of  any  absolutfljjr 
official  communication  on  the  subject  it 
not  always  certain  that  every  version 
submitted  to  us  is  inclusive  of  all  the  con- 
ditions. Ail  I  have  to  say  is  that  we  are 
taking  all  the  steps  we  can  to  obtaiii  the 
most  accurate  information. 
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seats  for  shop  assistants  (eng- 
land and  ireland)  bill 

Second  Reading. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading 
read. 


*The  Duke  OF  WESTMINSTER:  My 
Lords,  I  have  to  move  the  Second  Reading 
of  a  Bill  for  giving  seats  to  shop  assistants, 
a  Bill  promoted  by  the  Early  Closing 
Association,  of  which  Sir  John  Lubbock 
is  the  President,  and  it  is  identical  ^vith 
the  Bill  that  was  introduced  and  thrown 
out  from  your  Lordships*  House  earlier  in 
the  session.  After  having  passed  the 
ordeal  of  the  other  House,  where  it  met 
not  only  with  no  opposition,  but  with 
universal  sympathy,  the  poor  innocent 
bantling  -was  brought  into  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  where  it  received  very  short 
shrift,  and  what  I  may  call  its  second  birth 
was  destroyed  with  contempt  by  Lord 
Shand,  and  it  was  scorched  and  withered 
away  under  the  breath  of  the  displeasure 
d  the  noble  Marquess  the  Prime  Minister. 
Both  these  Bills  have  passed  the  other 
House  without  opposition  and  with  cordial 
approval.  I  therefore  now  take  up  the 
challenge  oi  the  noble  Lords,  and  I  must 
endeavour  to  show  that  the  Bill  for  Scot- 
land, which  has  been  thrown  out,  is  fit  for 
England  and  Ireland,  and  that  this  Bill  is 
fit  for  Scotland  also.  The  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Shand)  gave  two  reasons  for  throw- 
ing out  the  Bill— one,  that  if  it  was  fit 
for  Scotland  it  should  be  fit  for  England 
and  Ireland,  and  that  the  subject-matter 
was  too  trivial  to  be  considered  by  your 
Lordships'  House.  As  at  present  public 
(pinion  is  not  in  favour  of  the  admission 
of  women  to  the  legislative  field,  it 
behoves  us  all  the  more  to  consider  ques- 
tions which  vitally  affect  them.  We  hold 
that  this  measure  does  vitally  affect  them, 
amelioratingasit  proposes  to  do  thecomfort 
and  health  of  thousands  of  working  women. 
Without  perpetrating  any  pun,  the  ques- 
tion is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  of  long- 
standing. It  is  no  new  movement. 
Associations  were  formed  more  than 
twenty  years  ago  for  creating  public 
opinion  in  its  favour.  There  is  a  great 
amount  of  literature  bearing  upon 
the  question,  and  a  large  amount 
of  medical  opinion  showing  that  it  is 
a  matter  that  is  in  want  of  legisla- 
tion. I  have  a  letter  from  the  Vicar  of 
St  Paul'i^  Kilbum,  who  expresses  an 


earnest  hope  that  your  Lordships  wMl 
pass  the  Bill,  and  says  that  in  the  course 
of  ten  years'  experience  in  different  puts- 
of  London,  he  nas  come  across  cases  in 
which  young  girls  have  to  undergo  lor^ 
hours  of  enforced  sentry  duty  which 
would  provoke  a  mutiny  if  imposed  upon 
soldiers  of  the  lAne.  Only  the  other  day 
a  meeting  was  held  in  Oxford,  the  Master 
of  Balliol  in  the  chair.  The  room  was 
crowded,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  to 
the  following  effect : 

"  Seeing  tbe  evils  of  Btanding  ilorinf^  ^ro- 
tractedperiodn,  which  entail  special  disabilities 
and  8ufTerinK  upon  girl»  and  women  and  their 
offspring,  this  meeting  r^rettt  tbe  action  of 
the  House  of  Lords  in  regard  to  the  Shop 
Assistants'  Seats  Bill,  1899,  and  desires  to  im* 
press  uiion  tlteni  the  urgency  of  tliis  unportant 
measare." 

I  will,  without  wearying  the  House,  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  quote  the  evidence  of 
Miss  Margaret  Irwin,  in  a  report  for  the 
National  Federal  Council  of  Scotland,  and 
quoted  by  the  Commissioners  of  Labour 
of  1892  and  1893 : 

"  My  attention  has  been  directed  by  several 
medical  men  of  standing  and  experience,  and. 
ahio  by  nnmerouit  grave  complaints  from  the 
women  assistants  themselves,  to  two  causes 
which,  in  uddition  to  long  hours  and  cIo!*e  con- 
finement, operate  against  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  women  employed  in  shops.  These  are 
— want  of  seats,  and  the  absence  of,  or  defec- 
tive, sanitary  provliions. 

"  The  first  defect  is  more  common  in  large 
shops,  where  a  large  number  of  assistants  are 
emplc^ed,  and  there  is  aboodant  evidence  to- 
prove  that  the  health  of  the  women  workers 
has  sustained  serious  and,  sometimes,  fatal 
injury  from  the  terrible  strain  involved  by- 
being  kept  standing  on  their  feet  tliroughonb 
the  long,  weary  day  they  are  on  duty.  Both 
the  medical  men  and  the  workers  themselves 
have  been  unanimous  in  strongly  urging  the 
compulsory  provision  of  seats  m  one  form  or 
anotlier.  numerous  cases  have  been  quoted 
of  workers  snffeiing  grave  injury  to  their 
health  from  the  present  system,  and  there  U  a 
strong  feeling  that  it  should  be  abolUhetl.  As 
haa  been  more  tlian  once  said  to  me,  '  If  they 
would  only  allow  us  a  ledge  to  rest  upon  for  & 
minute  or  two  we  would  be  thankful  even  for 
that.' 

"Dr.  Service,  Dr.  Edmistoun,  and  other 
medical  men  speak  very  strongly  on  the  pointy 
and  in  a  formal  statement  made  by  them,  and 
embodied  in  my  official  Report  to  the  Roj'al 
Commission  on  Labour,  they  eniunerate  tho 
serious  complications  which  are  entailed  by- 
long  hours,  close  confinement,  want  of  r^ular 
anu  sufficient  time  for  meals,  bad  air,  wanti 
of  seat^s,  and  absence  of  sanitary  provisions. 

"Tbe  evil  results  of  these  are  also  frequently 
traceable  in  the  -  children  of  women  woo  have 
been  employed  as  shop-aMistants.   Dr.  Service 
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says :  *  MotherB  with  children  of  from  1  to 
10  or  12  yeare  of  age  frequently  come  to  ua 
iroQcfering  why  their  children  are  so  delicate. 
Neither  of  the  parents,  nor  any  of  their  for- 
'bears,  are,  or  were  delicate,  and  they  cannot 
see  why  their  children  should  he  so.  But  on 
inquiring,  it  is  found  that  the  mothers  worked 
•eitiier  in  sliops,  mills,  or  warehouses  under 
conditions  not  suitable  to  sound  health  ;  and 
debility,  slight  and  unnoticed,  takes  hold  of 
the  constitution,  and  it  in  only  after  some 
years  of  married  life  that  tlie  mischief  shows 
■iteelf  in  mother  and  children.' 

"An  important  feature  to  be  taken  into 
account  in  considering  the  long  hours  worked 
IS  the  high  temperature  and  vitiated  atmo- 
sphere in  many  of  the  shops,  especially  after 
the  gas  is  lit.  I  liave  found  a  temperature  of 
75  deg.  and  80  deg.  Fahr.  registered  on  my 
thermometer  on  visiting  some  of  these  shops, 
vnth  40  deg.  in  the  outaide  air. 

"  Witnetw  No.  603  U  married,  and  keeps  a 
newspaper  shop  of  her  own,  which  is  open 
from  8  a.m.  to  11  p.m.  or  12  midnight.  Wit- 
ness stated  she  wonid  be  very  glad  to  close 
•«arlier  if  the  other  shops  did  the  same.  In 
«ome  of  these  shop^  the  girls  are  kept  on  duty 
-continuously,  thin  is  more  especially  the  case 
where  one  girl  only  is  employed.  The  average 
wage  is  11^.  per  week.  In  scarcely  any  of 
Ihese  shops  in  t^is  district  is  lavatory  accoiU' 
modation  provided.  Witness  said  she  knew 
■of  drapery  shops  where  the  hours  are  from 
S  a.m.  t4>9  p.m.,  and  in  some  cases  to  10  p.m., 
-while  they  are  kept  open  till  11  p.m.  and  12 
midnight  on  Saturda^.  In  these  shops  the 
^rls  are  allowed  half  an  hour  ofT  for  breakfast, 
»nd  one  honr  for  dinueor.  Total  hours  worked 
per  week  82  and  80  (not  including  meal  hours). 
No  seats  are  provided,  and  there  is  no  sanitary 
accommodation.  Witness  stated  that  there 
4Lre  frequent  cases  of  giris  completely  Iffeaking 
down  in  health  in  these  shops?* 

The  members  of  that  Labour  Commission 
report  that  there  is  abundant  evidence  to 
prove  that  most  serious  results  to  health 
navebeen  brought  about.  Seats  are  seldom 
provided  :  they  were  found  in  four  out  of 
thirty-three  of  the  London  shops  at  which 
information  was  obtained,  and  in  only 
three  in  sixty-three  in  the  provinces.  The 
workers  who  were  questioned  in  Scotland 
were,  without  exception,  in  favour  of  the 
<ompulsory  provision  of  seats,  and  they 
regarded  the  proposal  that  they  might 
retire  to  other  rooms  as  impracticable ; 
even  where  there  was  plenty  of  room 
there  were  no  seats.  This  holds  good  in 
the  four  or  five  principal  cities  of  Scot- 
land, from  which  a  general  cry  arises  for 
legislation.  This,  my  Lords,  shows  that 
the  case  can  hardly  be  called  triWal,  and 
to  a  certain  extent— to  a  considerable 
«xtent  I  should  say— it  meets  the  adverse 
opinion  of  the  noble  Lords.  We  find  that 
there  is  a  general  admission  on  the  part 
of  the  trade  in  favour  of  the  provision  of 


seats,  but  in  by  far  the  majority  of  the 
cases  that  excellent  profession  of  faith 
stops  there,  and  the  main  reason  for  the 
non-adoption  of  the  system  appears  to  be 
the  fear  of  olfending  customers.  They 
suppose  that  ladies  coming  in  to  do  their 
shopping  would  be  struck  with  horror  at 
the    sight   of    any  shopwomaii  sitting 
down,  even  though  she  might  rise  to 
ser\-e  the  customer.     I  think  those  must 
be  queer  customers  who  can  be  affected 
by  so  slight  a  so-called  offence.  There 
are  queer  customers  all  the  world  over, 
but  I  certainly  think  that  their  prejudices 
and  fancies  ought  not  to  weigh  in  the 
BCfde  for  one  moment  against  the  evil 
which  the  present  system  entails,  and  one 
cannot  but  think  that  after  a  time  the 
customers  would  get  used  to  the  custom. 
I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  public 
opinion  has  had  considerable  inBuence  in 
certain  localities,  certainly  in  the  larger 
establishments    in  the  West  End  of 
London  where  accommodation,  so  far  as 
seats  are  concerned,  is  provided,  and  every 
care  is  taken  of  the  workers.    But  we 
have  evidence  to  show  that  this  care  and 
this  consideration  do  not  hold  good  in  the 
vast  majority  of  shops  in  the  kingdom. 
We  have  evidence  to  show  that  the 
m»chanical  difficulty  can  easily  be  over- 
come.   Mr.  Ely,  of  Peckham,  a  draper 
who  employs  forty  girls,  has  intopted  a 
I  turning  seat  under  the  counter,  which  he 
I  assures  us,  from  the  experience  of  six 
years,  answers  admirably  well,  and  this 
system  has,  we  find,  Iwen  a<lopted  in 
other  shops  with  marked  success.  The 
hours  in  the  East  End  of  London  as  a 
rule  are  much  longer  than  in  the  West 
of  London,  and  the  objection  in  the 
i  former  case  is  that  seats  would  be  impos- 
sible Iwcause  the  custom  com^-s  in  great 
rushes  at  late  hours,  and  therefore  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  put  them  up. 
I  One  cannot  but  believe  that  the  con- 
I  venience  of  seats  might  easily  "be  availed 
'  of  at  the  time  when  businesis  is  more 
[  slack  and  before  the  rush  of  the  flood.  In 
I  passing,  my  Lords,  I  would  like  to  refer 
i  to  those  countries  where  by  law  seats- 
j  have  heen  provided.    This  is  the  case  in 
'  New  Zealand,  in  Victoria,  Australia,  in 
'  the  United  States   in  Connecticut,  in 
}  Peniiaylvania,  in  Michigan,  in  Ohio,  and 
1  in  New  York,  and  in  Canada  in  the  pro- 
;  vince  of  Ontario.    It  is  curious  that  the 
1  Act  of  1881   to  provide  seats  in  New 
Y'jrk  was  cviwled  for  fourteen  years  on 
aicount  of  there  being  no  provision  for 
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inspection.  A  Legislative  Committee  re- 
ported in  1895  in  favour  of  inspection, 
and  inspection  was  accordingly  by  law 
established.   They  used  these  words : 

"  The  importance  of  providing  proper  seato, 
and  promoting  their  use  at  reasonable  times, 
cannot  be  overestimated." 

The^  number  one  seat  to  three  assistants 
belund  the  counter,  and  now,  in  towns  of 
over  3,000  assistants,  t^ie  law  is  enforced. 
I  am.  sorry  to  say  that  the  New  York  City 
Goundl  has  been  in  the  hands  ol  the 
Tammany  Hall  Ring.  The  President  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  who  is  responsible 
for  the  failure  to  appoint  special  inspec- 
tors, was,  it  is  alleged,  one  of  the  very 
shopkeepers  who  for  fourteen  years  had 
defied  the  law  of  1881  by  refusing  to 
place  seats  in  his  shop.  The  consequence 
this  is  that  the  inspection  is  not  c^ried 
out  In  Ontario  Clause  8  of  the  Act 
empowers  that : 

"  The  occupier  of  any  shop  in  which  femalee 
are  emp'oyed  fthall  all  the  times  provide,  and 
keep  therein,  a  sadicient  and  suitable  seat  or 
chair  for  the  use  of  every  such  female,  and 
shall  permit  her  lo  une  such  chair  or  seat 
when  not  necessarily  engf^ed  in  the  work  or 
duty  for  which  she  is  employed  in  auoh  shop." 

The  inspector  states  that : 

"The  injury  to  the  health  of  females  em- 
ployed in  worKshops,  factories,  and  mercantile 
eatablishments  in  conneqaeoce  of  their  being 
eoDipdIed  to  be  constantly  on  tlieir  kei,  ia  un-  i 
deniable.  In  many  cases  a  female  cw  perform  I 
her  duties  jnst  as  well  sitting  on  a  chair,  stool.  I 
or  bench,  as  she  can  standing.    To  require  her  \ 
to  become  unneoessarily  exhausted,  to  simply  j 
gratify  a  silly  whim,  looks  too  ranch  like  , 
tyranny."  I 

The  inspector  goes  on  to  say  :  ' 

"  J  have  visited  some  of  the  mercantile  esta- 
hlisbments  qnite  frequently  in  order  to  see  that  ' 
the  stoolc,  when  once  provided,  are  kept  in  i 
looaUoDs  aviulable  for  use  by  the  saleswomen.  ' 
I  have  heard  no  complaint  that  the  privilege  i 
has  been  abused,  or  that  the  results  have  been  ' 
,  hurtfol  in  any  way  to  the  firm  by  whicli  it  was  { 
granted." 

I 

The  Bill  whose  Second  Reading  I  have  to 
propose  prescribes  that  employers  shall 
pronde  °eats  behind  the  counter,  but 

there  is  some  objection  to  giving  inspec- 
tors undue  authority.  I  shaJl  propose  in 
Committee  to  strike  out  the  words  in  line 
10,  "  or  in  such  other  place  as  an  inspec- 
tor under  this  Act  may  direct."  The  Bill 
proposes  one  8eat  for  every  two  assistants. 
We  intend  to  alter  that,  and  make  it  read 

The  Ihtke  of  West  minst^, 


that  there  shall  be  one  seat  to  every  three 

instead  of  two.  An  Amendment  will  be 
moved  by  Lord  Ribblesdale  extendine 
this  English  and  Irish  Act  to  Scotland. 
It  is  purposely  ekstic ;  we  do  not  say 
what  form  the  seat  should  take,  but  we 
leave  that  to  the  good  sense  of  the  8ho|^ 
people.  We  hold,  my  Lords,  that  in  this 
Bill  there  is  no  departure  from  principle. 
The  question  concerned  is  the  health  of 
the  community,  in  which  the  law  has  con- 
stantly intervened  with  general  benefit. 
A  prominent  Member  of  the  Government, 
a  few  years  ^o,  in  a  speech  delivered  in 
the  Town  Hall  at  Birmingham,  in  em- 
phatic and  strong  language,  which  ia- 
habitual  to  him,  said : 

"  I  say  that  wherever  the  health  and  the 
happiness  of  the  whole  community  is  at  stake. 
I  am  prepared  to  interfere  even  with  tl»t- 
sacred  thing,  adult  male  labour.  And  remem- 
ber that  it  is  not  a  new  thing.  Whenever 
any  proposal  of  this  kind  is  broi^ht  forward 
we  always  have  the  old  cry  which  was  brought 
forward  a^^inst  the  Faotoiy  Acts.  The  jtae- 
tory  Acts,  in  a  hnodred  different  ways,  inter- 
fere witli  the  arrangements  between  employeia 
and  employed,  even  where  the  employed  are- 
adult  males.  The  same  objection  applies^  to- 
the  Truck  A^-ts,  to  the  Acts  for  rt^ulating 
merchant  sliipping,  and  to  a  hundred  diffwent 
Acta  of  Parliament^  and  especially  to  the  whole 
of  those  Acts  which  deal  with  Irish  hind  legis- 
lation. Well,  if  it  be  right  in  these  cases,  for 
the  Ijenelit  of  the  great  majority,  to  interfere 
with  the  absolute  liberty  of  adolt  males,  sorely 
we  have  got  a  very  strong  case  for  making 
another  exception  in  the  case  of  the  shop- 
keepers." 

Without  any  accumulation  of  evidence  or 
further  inquiry,  we  hold  it  to  be  a 
sufficient  proof  of  the  necessity  for  legis- 
lation when,  as  in  this  case,  voluntary 
effort  has  signally  failed.  Who  can  doubt 
that  the  prolonged  hours  during  which 
the  female  assistants  are  not  allowed  to 
sit  down  cannot  but  l>e  productive  of  in- 
jury to  the  comfort  and  to  the  health  of 
thousands  of  young  women,  many  eventu- 
ally to  become  mothers,  and,  therefore, 
injurious  to  the  health  and  vigour  of  the 
nation  1  This  is  a  step  in  the  direction  of 
the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  women,  and 
as  such  I  beg  to  commend  the  Bill  to  the 
House. 

moved— 

"That  the  Bill  be  read  2*."— DnJet  of 
WeHfmintter.) 

Lord  SHAND  :  My  I^rds,  as  the- 
noble  Puke  has  mentioned  that  on  the 
former  occasion  when  a  Bill  on  this  sub- 
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ject  was  before  your  Lordships  I  ventured  [ 
to  move  its  rejection,  you  will  not  be  aur-  ■ 
prised  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  take  the 
same  course  upon  the  present  occasion. 
It  is  true  that  the  former  Bill  was  made 
applicable  to  Scotland  only,  and  that  I 
objected  to   the  invidious   distinction  ] 
which  was  then  drawn  between  Scotland  I 
and  the  rest  of  the  Empire.    I  indicated 
fcbat  I  r^arded  the  Bill  as  having  been  [ 
sent  up  in  the  nature  of  a  balloon,  to  see  ' 
how  the  wind  blew,  in  view  of  future  , 
legislation  of  the  same  character  applic-  i 
aWe  to  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingcfom. 
On  that  occasion  your  Loriships  unani- 1 
mously  decided  that  the  Bill  should  be 
re^'ected,  but  practically  it  was  withdrawn 
with  the  consent  of  *  the  House.  The 
measure  now  before  your  Lordships  is  | 
really  word  for  word  the  same,  and  the 
objections  which  applied  to  the  principle  , 
of  the  former  Bill  apply  to  the  principle 
of  this  Bill.    I  had  expected  that  the  ' 
noble  Duke  would  have  given  some  ex- 
pUmation  as  to  why  this  Bill  was  allowed 
to  go  through  the  House  of  Commons 
without  a  word  l>eing  said  in  its  favour, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a 
similar  Bill  applying  to  Scotland  was  re- 
jeoted  in  this  House.    In  my  opinion,  it 
WW  due  to  this  House,  the  former  Bill 
having  been  presented,    discussed,  and 
rejected  in  tms  House,  that  something 
should  have  been  said  by  those  who  were 
proposing  the  present  Bill,  which  is  iden- 
tical in  terms  with  the  one  which  was  | 
thrown  out  by  this  House  a  few  weeks  ■ 
ago.     I  ventured  to  express  the  hope, 
when  I  addressed  your  Lordships  on  the 
first  measure,  that  I  should  not  be  re- 
garded as  wanting  in  sympathy  with  shop 
assistants  in  moving  the  rejection  of  the  i 
measure,  for  during  the  eighteen  years 
that  I  had  the  honour  of  occupying  the 
position  of  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
m  Edinburgh  I  spent  much  of  my  time 
and  energy  in  advancing  the  interests  of  ' 
the  very  class  o£   people  who  will  be 
affected  by  this  Bill.    I  was  president 
of  the  first  mechanics'  institute  foundetl 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  a  school  attended 
by  a  great  number  of  people  of  both  sexes 
and  of  all  classes,  and  I  had  the  satisfac- 
tion, on  retiring  from  my  position  as 
president,  of  leaving  3,300  students,  as 
against  300  when  1  Assumed  the  presi- 
dency.    I  instance  the  fact  that  mrmy 
thousands  of  the  class  for  whom  this 
legislation   is  proposed  are  reaping  the 
benefit  of  the  education  given  in  that 


institute,  as  showing  that  I  am  not  out  of 
sympathy  with  the  object  of  this  Bill, 
although  I  am  entirely  out  of  sympathy 
with  the  methods  by  which  it  is  proposed 
to  be  carried  out.  I  believe  it  is  quite-- 
true,  as  has  been  stated  by  the  nobl» 
Duke,  that  an  evil  does  exist  in  th» 
direction  which  he  has  described.  I  be- 
lieve from  my  heart  that  it  is  a  very  badi 
thing  in  many  cases  that  young  women 
should  be  kept  standing  for  long  hours 
without  the  means  of  sitting  down.  But,, 
on  the  other  hand,  I  think  this  class  of 
legislation,  appropriately  called  "grand- 
motherly legislation,"  will,  if  adopted^ 
prove  very  injurious  in  the  future.  Th©' 
figiu^  of  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge  hass 
been  so  often  used  that  I  will  change  it^ 
and  say  that,  if  you  allow  a  small  stream. 
of  this  kind  to  run  quietly  past,  you  wilt 
in  a  short  time  have  a  torrent  of  measui£si 
of  the  same  class  relating  to  servants  of 
every  kind,  and  encroaching  upon  social* 
commercial,  and  even  domestic  life-  It 
has  been  the  pride  of  this  natiMi  that 
we  have  been  able  to  do  without  this 
kind  of  legislation  hitherto.  I  hope-  the 
noble  Duke,  and  those  who  think  wiliu 
him,  will  give  me, and  those  who  think  wftSs 
me,  credit  for  fuU  sjrmpathy  with  shop- 
assistants,  but,  still,  I  think  benevolence 
pursued  without  proper  judgment,  how- 
ever good  its  objects  may  be,  or  upon 
methods  which  are  improper,  will,  like 
indiscriminate  charity,  prove  extremely- 
mischievous  in  the  result.  On  that 
ground,  sympathising  entirely  with  the 
object  of  the  Bill,  I  would  suggest  that 
the  measure  ought  to  be  rejected.  The 
class  of  legislation  of  which  this  is 
an  instance,  is  one  of  which  I 
think  we  have  had  too  much  lately. 
It  involves  an  unnecessary  and  mis- 
chievous interference  with  people  in  tb& 
conduct  of  their  business,  and  that  liljerty 
of  contract  which  is  a  branch  of  the  ^reat- 
privilege  of  liberty  of  action.  This  is  an 
attempt  to  introduce  legislative  controfi 
in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life — commercial,, 
social,  and  private.  It  appears  to  me  to- 
be  a  question  of  much  larger  importance 
than  that  of  providing  seats  for  shop* 
assistants,  and  my  objection  to  it,  as; 
before,  is  that  it  is  a  matter  which  shoidd! 
be  left  to  voluntary  effort,  which  I  am. 
sure  would  be  successful  in  finding  ft. 
remedy  for  the  evil.  I  would  further 
press  upon  the  House  that,  if  such  a  Billf 
as  this  is  passed,  it  will  be  impossible  to- 
forecast  the  end  to  which  the  extension  of 
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the  principle  may  lead.  I  have  conceded 
that  something  uiould  be  done.  I  would 
suggest,  as  a  remedy,  that  ladies  should 
intimate  at  the  various  shops  where  they 
find  there  is  a  want  of  consideration  to 
the  comfort  and  health  of  the  shop 
assistants  that  they  will  cease  to  deal  at 
those  shops  unless  the  evil  is  remedied. 
The  result  will  be  that  they  will,  by 
voluntary  effort,  secure  what  you  are 
asking  for  in  this  Bill.  I  find  in  the 
Lancet,  a  copy  of  which  was  sen.t  to  me  by 
the  Association  of  which  the  Duke  of 
AVestminster  is  patron,  and  of  which  Sir 
John  Lubbock  is  president,  a  strong  con- 
demnation of  the  "  no  seats  "  rule.  The 
LiiMet  proceeds : — 

"  Can  nothing  be  done  to  stop  tliis — as  we 
ODce  called  it,  without  the  least  exaggeration 
or  seDsationalism — '  craelty  to  women '  ?  The 
women  who  are  most  concerned  dare  not  com- 
plain for  fear  of  toBing  theirsituations.  What, 
then,  i<i  the  remedy!  The  publication  of  our 
list  wa<)  productive  of  goon  re»a)t8,  but  the 
real  prevention  of  this  abuse  of  labour  rests 
almost  entirely  with  the  women  who  deal  with 
the  firms  who  are  cruel  to  their  employees. 
There  aie  many  women,  we  know,  who,  alas  ! 
have  no  sympathy  with  otiier  nieiii  Iters  of  their 
BeXj  and  who,  for  the  xake  of  merely  passing 
an  idle  hour,  compel  shop-girls  to  snow  Uiem 
article  after  article,  while  at  the  same  time 
they  know  that  their  purchase  will  ultimately 
be  a  small  one  or  even  nothing.  To  these  we 
do  not  appeal,  but  leave  them  to  he  dealt 
with  by  the  humane,  and  larger,  majority  of 
their  sex.  To  the  true  woman— the  woman 
with  feelings  for  her  sisters,  the  woman  of  love 
and  sympathy,  the  true  woman  in  every  sense 
of  the  word — we  appeal  for  help  in  this  matter. 
If  such  women  would  abstain  from  purchasing 
at  shoijs  where  they  see  that  employees  are 
coiiipelled  to  work  from  morning  till  night 
without  permission  to  rest  from  their  labours, 
even  when  opportuidty  occurs,  we  should  soon 
see  the  end  of^a  practice  which  ruins  the  health 
and  shortens  the  lives  of  onr  shop-girls." 

I  could  not  bettor  express  what  I  regard 
as  the  remedy  for  the  evil  of  which  the 
noble  Duke  complains.  I  find  in  the 
Report  which  the  Early  Closing  Associa- 
tion have  issued  a  long  list  of  firms 
who  immediately  acceded  to  the  wish  of 
th3  Association  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
vision of  seats.  In  all  296  business 
houses,  when  applied  to  to  provide  seats 
for  their  assistants,  complied  with  the 
request,  which  shows  that  by  such  volun- 
tary work,  and  by  the  assistance  of  ladies 
themselves,  the  lot  of  the  shop  assistant 
can  be  improved  without  infringing  on 
the  principle  of  legislating  on  matters  of 
this  kind,  which  should  be  left  to  the 
action  of  those  who  undoubtedly  have 

Lord  S^vd. 


sympathy  in  such  matters.  I  cannot  for 
the  life  of  me  suppose  that  the  moment  a 
man  becomes  a  draper  or  warehouseman 
he  loses  all  human  sympathy  and  con- 
sideration, and  is  not  prepared  to  look  to 
the  benefit  of  his  employees  and  do  his 
best  for  them.  For  the  Last  eight  or  nine 
years  an  association  of  drapers  and  others 
nave  been  by  voluntary  efibrt  bringing 
about  what  Parliament  is  now  asked  to 
do  by  legislation.  The  association  to 
which  I  refer  is  known  as  the  Volun- 
tary Early  Closing  Association.  They 
have  held  meetings  every  year,  and  have 
done  a  very  great  deal  in  this  direction. 
At  the  last  annual  meeting  the  chairman 
referred  to  the  question  why  the  associa- 
tion came  into  existence.  The  reply  was 
that  he  and  Mr.  Bryce  Grant  were  ori^n- 
ally  on  the  hoard  of  the  parent  institution, 
and  at  that  time  the  association  was 
carrying  on  good  work,  but  when  they 
adopted  the  policy  of  legislation  to 
compulsorily  close  early,  he  and  his  friend 
were  obliged  to  retire  from  the  board,  and 
this  also  caused  the  secession  of  many  old 
members.  Hence  the  *'  Voluntary " 
Association  was  formed,  and  the  success 
it  had  met  with  bore  evidence  to  the  fact 
that  the  principles  of  the  association 
were  more  in  accordance  with  the  opinions 
of  the  trading  classes  generally.  Another 

gentleman  who  spoke  at  the  meeting,  said 
e  had  it  on  the  authority  of  Sir  John 
Lubbock  that  next  session  strenuous 
efforts  would  be  made  to  pass  the  Early 
Closing  Bill,  but  that,  he  said,  was  a  Bill 
they  could  not  regard  with  favour.  They 
did  not  want  to  be  treated  as  a  parcel  of 
children,  but  they  did  want,  he  added,  to 
lighten  the  hours  of  their  employees,  and 
tbit  was  the  object  of  their  association. 
He  believed  they  were  doing  a  great  deal 
of  ^od  in  that  respect,  and  es^cially  in 
those  districts  where  there  was  most  need 
for  it.  If  by  voluntary  effort  they  could 
bring  about  early  closing  they  need  not,  he 
thought,  trouble  about  the  compulsory  Bill 
— a  Bill  which  he  believed  could  easily  be 
rendered  inoperative,  and  which  would  not 
recommend  itself  to  the  tradesmen  of 
London.  I  would  remind  your  Lordships 
that  this  association  is  in  active  work 
now,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  this  is  the 
proper  manner  in  which  we  should  expect 
an  evil  of  this  kind  to  be  met.  It  stnkes 
me  that  it  must  be  an  extremely  disagree- 
able thing  for  a  tradesnuin  to  find  in- 
spectors coming  in  and  picking  holes  here 
and  there  in  his  management.    I  admit 
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that  in  factories,  where  there  is  danger  to 
life,  or  where  noxious  gases  are  used,  it 
may  be  right  for  Parliament  to  interfere 
-and  to  insist  that  every  precaution  is 
taken ;  but  to  say  that  as  to  the  details 
of  a  man's  business  t^ere  is  to  be  legisla- 
tion of  this  kind  appears  to  me  to  oe  a 
Tery  extravagant  proposal.  For  that 
reason  I  have  ventured  to  again  address 
your  Lordships  upon  this  question.  There 
IS  another  matter  on  which  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words.  I  refer  to  the  diffi- 
culties which  are  to  be  expected  from  an 
endeavour  to  carry  out  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  this  Bill.  If  a  measure  of  this 
kind  is  passed  you  will,  in  my  opinion, 
•create  much  more  hostility  between 
-employer  and  employed  than  exists  now. 
Empl<^erB  will  say  that  if  the  Government 
are  going  to  compel  them  to  do  this  and 
that  they  will  stop  at  the  point  which  the 
<SoTemment  have  reached,  and,  instead 
of  evincing  a  desire  to  improve  the  posi- 
tion of  their  employees,  there  will  be  a 
reluctance  to  do  anything.  But  there  is 
.another  point  which  the  House  would  do 
well  to  consider.  In  a  very  able  letter 
to  The  Tintes,  written  by  a  lady  who  takes 
very  great  interest  in  women's  work,  the 
writer  expresses  the  opinion  that  if  you 
tighten  the  restrictions  that  apply  to 
women  in  business  the  result  will  be 
that  you  will^rush  a  great  many  of  them 
out  ^together.  I  believe  that  has  been 
the  resmt  <A  the  Employers'  Liability 
Bill.  For  instance,  many  masters  since 
the  pacing  of  that  Act  have  taken 
■care  that  they  will  only  have  healthy, 
strong  men  in  their  employ.  If  you  push 
this  class  of  legislation  into  small  details, 
as  proposed  in  this  Bill,  you  will,  in  the 
first  place,  destroy  the  sympathy  of 
employers  with  their  workpeople,  and, 
in  the  second  place,  bring  about  the  dis- 
missal of  a  number  of  female  shop  assis- 
tants who  are  now  employed.  The  Bill 
bristles  with  penalties.  From  the  pi'esent 
Bill  the  following  provision,  which 
■appeared  in  the  Seats  for  Shop  Assistants 
(Scotland)  Bill,  has  been  judiciously 
■dropped  out,  but  if  this  Bill  passes  it  will 
no  doubt  come  up  in  the  course  of  next 
jrear,  namely ; 

"A  fem*le  emiiloye*!  a.H  aforesaid  tiliall  not 
lie  prevented  by  re^oilation  or  otherwise  from 
being  seated  when  not  actually  engaged  in  t*>e 
■course  of  her  erii]i'oyment,  and  eiliall  not  be 
dismissed,  nor  liave  her  Ai'a^es  reducefl,  on  the 
ffronnd  thatnlie  ban  ii»ed  tbe  sitting  a<!coniiiio- 
^tion  provided  fur  her,  unleenitisfonnd  Hlie)iaH 
lued  it  unreaeonably  often  or  for  an  unreason- 
ably loBg  time  on  aiiy  day." 


(  The  Bill  then  provided  that : 

I  "  Every  female  eniployed  as  aforesaid  shall 
I  be  allowed  reaHonable  intervalH  during  which 
I  she  nuLy  u»e  the  sitting  accommodation  required 
by  this  Act.  Any  perHon  failing  to  comply 
with  the  [irovi{4ion»  of  this  Act  shall  be  liable 
in  a  penaitv  of  not  more  titan  £3  from  the  first 
offence,  ana  for  a  second  or  snbseqaent  offence 
not  less  than  £1." 

I  would  ask  how  could  anyone  sit  judi- 
^  cially  and  decide  a  question  as  to  whether 
I  a  female  employed  had  been  allowed 
I  reasonable  intervals  during  which  she 
t  might  use  the  sitting  accommodation 
:  required  by  this  Act,  or  determine 
I  whether  her  dismissal  has  been  due  to  the 
j  fact  that  she  had  used  the  sitting  accommo- 
I  dation  provided  for  her  unreasonably 
:  often  or  for  an  unreasonably  long  time  on 
I  an^  day  1    It  was  felt  that  provisions  of 

this  kind  were  necessary  to  make  the  Bill 
:  of  the  slightest  etfect,  and  when  these 
,  provisions  are  examined  it  is  at  once  seen 
j  that  they  are  lurlicrous. 

\  *The  Di-KE  OF  "WESTMINSTER: 
1  Being  ludicrous,  they  were  very  properly 
I  taken  out  of  the  Bill. 

j     Lord  SHAXD  :  If  the  noble  Lord  will 
I  allow  me  to  say  so,  he  leaves  the  Bill 
«  without  the  power  of  compelling  shop- 
keepers to  give  their  assistants  the  benefit 
of  the  seat.    So  long  as  they  provide  the 
seats  they  will  have  complied  with  the 
Act.    There  is  another  Bill  before  Parlia- 
ment at  the  present  moment  entitled,  "  A 
Bill  to  Amend  the  Lhw  relating  to  Shops," 
in  which  the  very  clauses  that  I  have  now 
referred  to  are  included  with  a  number  of 
other  stringent  regulations  of  a  similar 
kind.    It  appeal^  to  me  that  if  this  Bill 
should  pass  the  result  ^vill  be  a  flood  of 
Bills  on  exactly  the  same  lines.  Indeed, 
it  is  clear  that  such  legislation  cannot 
stop  at  shops.    A\'e  shall  be  called  upon 
to  consider  the  case  of  domestic  servants. 
There  are  many  houses  in  which  the  accom- 
modation provided  for  servants  may  be 
said  to  be  injurious  to  health.    They  are 
in  some  cases  supplied  with  most  inferior 
I  food,  and  deprived  of  holidays ;  and  the 
j  principle  of  this  Bill,  when  once  it  is 
I  sanctioned,  must  extend  to  every  branch 
,  of  domestic  life.    It  is  impossible  to  draw 
I  distinctions.     In   conclusion,  I  would 
\  remind  the  House  that  we  decided  the 
I  other  day  precisely  the  point  which  is 
I  now  before  us,  and  I  should  very  much 
I  regret  if  the  House  were  to  stultify  itself 
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by  going  back  upon  its  unanimous  de- 
cision of  only  a  few  weeks  ago.  As  there 
are  other  noble  Lords  who  will,  no  doubt, 

take  a  diiTerent  yiew  of  the  matter,  I 
hope  they  will  coriiine  themaelves  to 
what  I  venture  to  say  is  the  only  issue 
before  us,  namely,  by  what  method  can 
an  evil  of  this  kind  be  best  cured.  I 

frant  there  is  a  mischief  which  ought  to 
e  remedied.  I  admit  that  it  is  an  ex- 
tremely bad  thing  for  girls  to  have  to 
stand  in  these  places  for  a  long  period, 


matters.  What  we  who  advocate  thi» 
Bill  have  got  to  show  is  that  we  are  not 
dealing  now  with  something  that  is  vague, 
sentimental,  or  irremediable.  We  ai*e  deal- 
ing with  a  specific  evil  which  is  condemned 
by  the  indisputable  authority  of  medical 
men,  by  arguments  that  are  unanswerable, 
and  for  the  remedy  of  which  no  kind  of 
inquisitorial  inspection  of  shops  is  required. 
The  arguments  which  have  been  advanced 
against  this  Bill  were  the  identical  argu- 
ments that  were  urged  years  ago  against 


and  it  may  bo  injurious  to  their  Health ;  1  the  Factory  Acts.  Had  these  argument» 
but  this   is  a  class  of  legislation  which  |  been  allowed  to  prevail  then  we  should 


has  not  prevailed  hitherto  in  this  coimtry 
to  any  extent,  and  I  hope  it  never  will 
prevail.  I  therefore  move  the  rejection 
of  the  Bill. 


The  lord  BISHOP  op  WINCHES- 
TER :  My  Lords,  I  do  not  think  it  was 

necessary  for  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  ^^l^jl^  I  ^^i^that 

who  has  just  spoken  to  explam  to  the  ^^^^  „^  oriflvance*.  at  alL 


now  have  had  boys  working  in  coal  mines^ 
and  other  things  which,  thank  God,  were 

J 'ears  ago  swept  away.  The  class  whos© 
ot  this  Bill  will  ameliorate  are  a  far  larger 
class  probably  than  any  one  of  the  classea 
which  were  affected  by  any  of  the  Factory 
Acts.    The  number  of  female  assistants 


House  that  the  motives  which  have  actu- 
ated him  and  others  who  have  moved  with 
him  in  this  matter  are  of  the  highest  pos- 


many  of  them  have  no  grievances  at  all^ 
there  are  tens  of  thousands  of  them  in 
regard  to  whom  the  evil  is  getting  worse, 
and  the  House  will  not  be  justified  in 


sible  character  No  one  who  i«  acqmiinted  ^.^^^^^  ^^^^ 

with  the  excellent  work  which  tbe  "oWe  f^^  an  improvement  in  their  position, 
and  learned  Lord  was  able  to  do  north  '  ^  .    r      .  . 

of  the  Tweed  will  doubt  what  his  sym- 

Eathiea  are  in  matters  of  this  kind,  and 
ow  much  he  would  desire  to  alleviate 
the  hardships  of  shop  assistants.   I  would 

fo  very  far  with  the  noble  and  learned 
lOrd  in  objecting  to  over-legislation  in 
matters  which  can  be  described  as  aenti- 


an  improvement  m 
Something  much  stronger  is  needed. 
The  method  which  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  suggested  should  be  em- 
ployed to  bring  about  the  result  we 
desire  would  resolve  itself  into  a  system 
of  boycott.  We  were,  he  said,  to  visit 
shops,  find  out  how  many  assistants  were 
employed  there,  and  the  conditions  under 


mental  grievances.   I"  this  case,  however,  ^j^f^j^-^  ^.  employed.    I  contend 

the  testimony  of  mejbcal  men  is  over- ,  ^j^^^  ^j^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^  inquisitorial 
whelming  in  favour  of  the  ab.soIute  need  ;  j  tj^^  f„  ^^rse  than  that  which  would 
of  «>mething  ben.g  done  to  better  the  |  .  ^^^^^  gjy  ^^1^  i„  ^ 
conditions  under  which  the  enormous  ,  ./^^^^^^     ^  I,  Lo„^^ 

number  of  shop  assistants  labour.  Of  throughout  the  provincS  seats  are 
couree,  we  all  admit  that  there  are  m  provided,  and  what  we  who  support  this 
every  class  of  society,  and  aboye^,  ^^^-^.^  (.^^j,  ^.^g^  has  been  found 
among  thoscwhose  manual  labour  18  hard-  practicable  in  many  shops  should,  under 
est,  a  great  number  of  workers  who  are  |  ^i^^  of  the  lawrbecome  the  rule 

suffering  from  what  woukl  seem  to  us  in-  .^^  ^11  establishments.  When  the  former 
tolerable  wrongs  or  gi-ievances,  which  we  g.^         ^^^^  Lordships'  House 

are  powerless  by  legislation  to  meet.  Ihe  .     .  .  . 


the  noble  Marquess  at  the  head  of  the 

Government  said  ■ 


condition  of  the  home  seamstre.s8,  the  ■ 
trials  and  ti'oubles  of  some   classes  of 
domestic  servants  in   small  and  over- ' 
pressed  establishments,  and  the  condition 
of  the  shop  assistant's  life  in  other  depart-  ' 
ments  than  that  of  which  we  are  speaking  [ 
to-night,  are  all  things  which  we  admit  That  is  exactly  what  the  Bill  proposes, 
to  be  practical  difficulties,  but  difficulties  It  proposes   to   allow    the    shop  as- 

-  •  '  •  .     .        _  down  as 


"  In  such  matters  as  pitting  down  and 
standinj,'  up  we  have  Iiitlierto  trusted  to 
hniiian  m«tiiict«,  leaving  people  to  manage  it 
for  themselves." 


which  we  feel  ourselves  perfectly  unable 
to  attempt  to  meet  by  actual  legislation 
We  must  trust  to  other  agencies  in  those 

Lord  Sham/. 


sistants   to  stand  up  or  sit 
they  please.    At  present  we  cannot 
tnist  to   their  instinct,   for   if  they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


445 


Stats  Jor  Sfwp 


{11  July  1899} 


Assistants  BUI. 


desire   to   sit   down  they  cannot  do 

so.  On  a  matter  of  this  kind,  most  of  us, 
I  suppose  all  of  us,  speak  at  second  hand 
— I  mean  that  our  practical  knowledge  of 
the  details  is  exceedingly  small.  May  I 
say,  without  egotism,  that  I  have  tried  to 
reduce  that  ignorance  on  my  part  to  a 
minimum  1  I  have  not  only  tried  to  read 
as  much  that  has  been  written  on  the 
subject  as  I  could,  hut  I  ha^  e  interviewed 
a  number  of  emplcn^ers  and  employed, 
and  also  a  number  of  those  who  have  now 
ceased  to  be  assistants,  and  whose  testi- 
mony is  therefore  specially  important 
when  we  are  dealing  with  this  matter. 
During  the  past  few  weeks  I  have  made 
surprise  visits  to  se^'eral  drapery  estab- 
lishments in  differents  parts  of  London, 
and  with  much  profit  to  myself,  and  a 
good  deal  of  innocent  amusement  to 
others,  I  ha^  e  gone  behind  counters  and 
held  investigations  while  sales  were  going 
on.  The  result  of  these  experiences  is 
to  make  it  absolutely  clear  to  my  mind 
that  specific  legislation  is  needed  to 
ameliorate  the  conditions  under  which 
shop  assistants  labour.  In  nearly  all  the 
best  managed  and  most  successful  shops 
in  London  seats  are  provided  for  the 
assistants.  The  conditions  of  life  have 
been  made  easier  in  those  shops,  the 
hours  have  been  decreased,  and,  although 
there  is  a  conflict  of  evidence  on  this 
point,  the  wages  are  in  many  places  much 
better  than  they  were  years  ago.  If  we 
could  trust  to  this  example  permeating 
downwards  to  the  smaller  shops  I  should 
feel  that  there  was  no  need  for  legislation, 
but  we  cannot  trust  to  anj-thing  of  the 
kind.  There  is  no  business  in  which  the 
division  line  is  more  clearly  marked 
between  the  upper  and  the  lower  class  of 
shops  than  the  drapery  business,  and 
in  the  second  c'a.ss  shops  things  are 
getting  worse  instead  of  improving. 
Wages,  instead  of  rising,  have  fallen  25 
per  cent,  in  those  shops  during  the  last 
ten  or  fifteen  yeans,  and  the  hours  of  em- 
ployment have  got  longer.  Legislation  is 
not  possible  on  these  points,  but  it  is 
possible  on  the  deBnite  question  of  seats, 
and  I  therefore  hope  your  Lord- 
ships will  give  the  Bill  a  Second 
Reading.  1  feei  for  the  kind-hearted 
employer  who  has  for  years  done  all  he 
possibly  could  to  make  the  lot  of  his 
female  assistants  as  easy  and  as  comfort- 
able as  possible,  and  who  may  regard  this 
Bill  as  directed  against  him  as  well  as 
against  others.    I  can  quite  understand 


his  objection  to  the  Bill,  but  I  am  bound 

to  say  that  in  many  interviews  I  have 
had  with  employers  I  have  not  found  one 
who  did  not  admit  that  there  were  a  large 
number  of  others  in  the  trade  who  did 
need  some  compulsion  of  this  kind,  and 
that  perhaps,  after  all,  he  ought  to^' 
submit  to  the  inconvenience  in  order  that 
those  who  need  compulsion  might  be 
made  to  provide  seats  for  their  assistants. 
I  think  too  much  has  been  made  of  the 
inspection  difficulty.  There  are  at  thia 
moment,  in  every  large  shop,  occasional 
visits  of  an  inspector  under  the  Shop* 
Hours  and  other  Acts,  and  the  inspection 
in  those  cases  is  of  a  much  more  inquisi- 
torial character  than  would  be  the  case 
under  the  Bill.  The  primary  objection 
to  this  Bill  is  that  the  provision  of  seats- 
will  bring  about  a  lack  of  smartness  in  the 
shops,  and  that  customers  will  not  go  in 
if  they  see  some  of  the  assistants  sitting, 
down.  Experience  has  proved  that  this- 
is  not  the  case,  for  some  <^  the  most 
successful  and  some  of  the  smartest  shops 
in  London  are  doing  now  all  that  we  ask 
them  to  do  in  this  Bill.  I  paid  a  surprise 
visit  to  a  shop  in  the  East  End  of  London 
where  eighty  girls  were  employed,  and  a 
fourth  of  them  were  at  the  time  1  entered 
sitting  down.  I  am  not  a  judge  as  to  the 
exact  attribute  of  smartness  in  a  shop  of 
this  kind,  but  if  it  can  be  judged  by  the 
number  of  persons  present,  and  the  pro- 
gress of  a  steady  business,  the  provision 
of  seats  was  not  a  drawback  in  this 
direction.  The  objection  that  if  these 
restrictions  are  placed  upon  the  employ- 
ment of  women  men  will  be  employed  in 
their  places  is,  if  I  may  say  so  with  all 
respect,  mere  moonshine.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  wage  table  is  sufficient  to  des- 
troy this  theory.  There  are  many  trades 
in  England  in  which  restrictions 
have  been  placed  on  women's  labour, . 
which  have  not  been  placed  upon 
men.  Can  any  noble  Loni  mention  a 
case  in  which  that  has  resulted  in  women 
being  replaced  by  men  !  I  refer  specially 
to  the  textile  trades  in  Lancashire.  The 
ordinary  custom  in  Lancashire  has  been 
to  pay  men  and  women  the  same  rate  of 
wages,  and,  instead  of  women,  whose 
hours  are  restricted,  being  driven  out, 
and  men,  whose  hours  are  not  restricted, 
being  taken  on,  women  are  said  to  be 
ousting  men  from  a  great  many  of  the 
textile  factories  in  Lancashire.  That  ia, 
an  example  which  I  would  ask  those  to- 
take  to  heart  who  think  that  women  will 
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"be  replaced  by  men  if  this  Bill  is  carried. 
It  is  a  singular  fact  that  not  a  single  Mem- 
"ber  of  the  House  of  Commons  has  opposed 
these  Bills.  That  shows  what  is  the 
popular  wish,  and  I  hope  your  Lordships 
will  give  effect  to  it.  I  saw  in  the  public 
prints  that  a  whip  was  issued  yesterday 
to  vote  against  this  Bill,  and  ia  which 
this  question  was  spoken  of  as  a  pidtry 
•detail  of  shop  management.  I  doubt 
■whether  those  who  drew  up  that  docu- 
ment would  consider  it  a  paltry  detail  if 
they  had  to  undergo  the  hardships  which 
this  Bill  was  framed  to  alleviate,  or  bad 
to  remain  standing  during  the  whole  of 
this  Debate. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  SEC3- 
RETARY  OF  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Mabqukss  of  Saus- 
BURY)  :  My  Lords,  when  the  Scotch  Bill 
was  before  this  House,  I  endeavoured  to 
point  out  that  one  of  the  most  serious 
■objections  to  it  was  that,  entirely  without 
inquiry,  we  were  entering  upon  a  novel 
.field  of  legislation,  and  dealing  with 
matters  with  respect  to  which  we  really 
had  no  knowledge.  That  same  feeling,  I 
■confess,  presses  principally  upon  me  now. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  lay  down  categori- 
-cally  any  propositions  in  contradiction  to 
those  that  have  been  so  eloquently  ex- 
pressed by  the  right  rev.  Prelate,  but  I 
say  that  we  have  had  no  inquiry  upon 
the  subject ;  that  the  evidence  that  he 
gives  us  is  his  own  evidence,  or  evidence, 
it  may  be,  of  distinguished  men,  but  it  is 
■evidence  that  has  not  been  cross-examined 
to,  and  that  is  what  makes  the  difference 
between  that  evidence  and  the  evidence 
which,  in  respect  of  all  reforms  and  all 
■changes  that  we  have  made  in  regard  to 
^social  quctions,  has  been  carefully  heard. 
There  has  been,  aa  far  as  I  know,  except 
3,  short,  casual  allusion  in  the  huge  Re|)ort 
of  the  Labour  Commission  seven  or  eight 
years  ago,  no  pubhc  inquiry  into  this 
matter  whatever.  All  the  statements 
that  are  given  to  us  are  on  one  side.  I 
^o  not  for  one  moment  question  the  inte- 
grity and  motives  of  those  who  make 
these  statements,  but  you  know  that  men 
whose  minds  are  occupied  with  any  fervid 
feeling,  philanthropic  or  otherwise,  are 
.apt  to  lose  the  judicial  balance  of  their 
minds,  and  to  give  a  ver^  exaggerated 
force  to  circumstances  which  do  not  de- 
serve it,  and  to  neglect  circumstances 
which  are  essential  to  a  decision  on  the 
-question.   And  it  is  curious  that  while  we 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  fyint^uster. 


have  to  deal  with  this  question  in  the  en- 
tire absence  of  official,  and  what  I  call 
cross-examined,  information,    we  should 
also  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  which 
we  usually  derive  from  Debates  in  Parlia- 
ment.   In  respect  of  this  measure  we 
have  not  the  advantage  of  the  expressed 
opinion  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of 
(Emmons.     These  measurea  passed,  I 
believe,  at  a  very  late  hour  in  the  evening, 
when  it  is  not  the  custom  to  hold  very 
long  Debates.    They  were  not  debat^ 
upon  at  all ;  they  were,  no  doubt,  the 
subject  of  very  anxious  and  constant  dis- 
cussion in  the  Lobbies  of  the  House,  but 
that,  very  valuable  in  the  formation  of 
the  Bills,  was  of  no  advantage  in  testing 
the  information  or  the  arguments  of  those 
who  supported  the  Bills,  or  of  allowing 
the  interests  that  were  affected  by  them 
to  come  and  plead  their   case  before 
Parliament.     For  you  must  remember, 
my  Lords,   that  this  is  a  litigation. 
It  is   the    philanthropic    persons  and 
their    clients    against    the  employers. 
I  am  not  saying  which  is  right  or  which 
is  wrong.    Be  the  employers  what  they 
may,  they  surely  have  the  common  right, 
which  every  Englishman  has,  not  to  be 
interfered  with  until  their  case  has  been 
heard  and  determined.    And  this  is  the 
resiilt  of  these  Bills  ha\'ing  been  con- 
ducted, not  in  Debates  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  in  those  perhaps 
more  potent  and  less  seen  discussions 
which  take  place  in  the  Lobby.    I  have 
tried  to  find  some  species  of  official  infor- 
mation upon  this  Bill,  and  if  I  depart 
from  my  ordinary  custom,  and  read  an 
extract  or  two  to  your  Lordships,  the 
blame  must  be  on  those  who  have  brought 
forward  this  Bill  with  very  little  official 
or  authentic  information  upon  it.    In  the 
Labour  Commission  there  was  one  small 
volume  on  the  labour  of  women,  and 
there  are  Reports  from  the  lady  Comnuft- 
sioners.  Miss  Orme,  Miss  Irwin,  Miss 
Abraham,  and,  I  think,  another,  giving 
full  replies  to  a  series  of  questions  which 
were  sent  down  to  them  from  the  head 
Commissioners.     It  is  very  remarkable, 
though  the  question  of  seats  was  in  the 
list  of  subjects  to  be  dealt  with,  how  very 
few  answers  there  are  in  which  that  ques- 
tion is  touched  upon.    And  you  will  find, 
as  you  are  going  through  these  Reports, 
that  the  questioTi  of  teats  occupies  a  veiy 
small  and  insignificant  position  compared 
to  many  of  those  other  matters  which  are 
dealt  with  by  the  lady  Sub-Commissifmera, 
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and  compared  to  those,  I  am  bound  to 
say,  which  the  noble  Duke  dealt  with 
hiniself.  He  pointed  out  that  there  were 
all  kindB  of  questions — of  ventilation,  of 
sanitary  appliances,  and  so  forth — which 
occupied  much  greater  room  in  the  field 
of  objections  and  complaints.  Now,  I 
find  that  in  this  little  volume  there  are 
some  allusions  to  this  question,  and  I 
think  we  all  agree  that  there  is  an  evil 
which  we  earnestly  wish  to  see  remedied. 
But  the  particular  remedy  which  is  the 
subject  of  this  Bill  is,  I  think,  advocated 
by  no  one.    Miss  Orme  says  : 

"  It  neenirt  that  the  comfort  of  the  attendants 
doee  not  wholly  depend  on  the  existence  of 
seats  behind  the  bar.  It  iH  neee^wary  also  to 
consider  whether  they  are  allowed  to  use  thein, 
and  how  long  they  are  on  duty  without  rei<t. 
A  girl  niav  he  far  more  tired  being  in  a  bar 
for  many  oooni,  even  if  there  are  seata,  than  by 
standing  for  a  few  hours  with  the  pronpect  of 
complete  rest  at  a  fixed  time." 

Here  is  another  extract  from  Miss  Orme's 
report : 

"  None  of  the  shop  assistants  I  saw  deMired 
to  have  seat!*  behind  the  counter." 

None  of  them  desire  the  remedy  pre- 
scribed in  this  Bill. 

"  They  approve  of  seats  in  show -rooms,  where 
agirl  can  rest  comfortably  for  five  minuter. 
The  witnesses,  are  unanimous  in  saying  that 
shtnt  hours  are  far  more  needed  than  seats." 

Then  Miss  Orme  says : 

"  On  the  whole,  the  complaints  of  the  women 
are  entirely  about  low  wages  and  scarcity  of 
■work,  except  that  shop  assistants  also  complain 
of  uncomfortable  homes  and  long  hours." 

Miss  Abraham  gives  e\idence  with  re- 
spect to  Ireland,  to  which  this  Bill  also 
applies.    She  says : 

"  In  very  few  cases  are  seats  provided  in 
drapers'  fhops.  The  want  of  seats  is  not  a 
matter  of  general  complaint.  The  sitting- 
rooms  and  bedrooms  and  meal-rooms  are  con- 
sidered  by  shop  assistants  as  matters  of  much 
graver  importance." 

Miss  Irwin,  whose  name  has  been  quoted 
to-night,  says : 

"  There  is  admittedly  a  difficulty  in  many 
eases  in  providing  seats,  owing  to  the  limited 
space  behind  the  connter,  ana  there  might  be 
a  further  ditBculty  in  making  use  oi  them 
where  they  are  provided,  owing  to  the  steady 
flow  of  customers." 


{11  July  1899} 


Assistants  Sill. 


450) 


Then  there  is  an  extract,  which  seemS' 
to  me  of  singular  importance,  from  Mr.. 
Pollock,  who  is  general  secretary  of  tha- 
Scottish  Shopkeepers*  Assistants*  Union. 
— a  man,  therefore,  who  would  have  no- 
employers'  prejudices,  and  who  has  a 
great  deal  of  knowledge  of  the  facts.  He 
says  : 

"  (  am  not  quite  clear  that  it  would  be: 

Cracticable  to  insist  on  seats  being  provided, 
ehind  the  counter  or  at  the  side  of  the  assis- 
tants, because  in  numbers  of  cases  where 
I  girls  are  employed  in  selling  what  are  called 
;  'fancies,'  sncli  as  gloves,  ete.,  I  believe  the 
I  introduction  of  seats  would  mean  serious  loss- 
I  by  causing  the  removal  or  curteilment  of  som& 
!  department  from  the  best  business  part  of  the 
\  warehouse,  and  the  consequent  loss  of  employ- 
■  meut  to  the  girls." 

Now  the  ri^ht  rev.  Prelate,  speaking: 
almost  ecstatically,  if  you  can  apply  such- 
a  term  to  a  draper's  seat,  said  it  would  be 
absurd  to  suppose  that  the  employment 
of  women  could  be  diminished,  or  womeiir 
lose  their  places,  in  consequence  of  the- 
insistence  upon  seats.  My  impression  is 
that  Mr.  Pollock,  the  general  secretary  of  ^ 
the  Shopkeepers'  Assistants*  Union  is,, 
upon  thia  matter,  a  superior  authority 
even  to  the  right  rev.  Prelate.  Mis* 
Clare  Collet,  a  lady  who  is  most 
deservedly  much  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  says  : — 

"  I  shonld  say  that  one  of  the  tliiuL's  that 
strike  me  in  this  matter  is,  that  we  have liardly 
any  evidence  of  the  opinion  of  the  employers 
on  this  question  ;  it  is  dealt  mth  exclusively 
as  a  question  between  the  doctors  and  the  shop- 
ussistant  girls." 

But  I  would  refer  you  to  the  evidence  of ' 
a  certain  witness  before  the  Commission, . 
whose  name  I  do  not  give — a  draper  and 
a  large  employer — who  stated  »iat  his 
female  shop  assistants  did  not  work  more 
than  74  hours  a  week,  but  that  if  a  Bill 
werepassedlimitingtheirlabourto74  hours - 
he  should  dismiss  them  and  engage  men 
instead.  I  have  found  this  evidence  as  a 
solitary  remnant  imbedded  in  a  mass  of 
other  information.  If,  of  course,  we  had 
information  from  the  other  side  coinciding 
with  the  doctrine  of  the  right  rev.  Pre- 
late, his  views  would  exercise  more  in- 
fiuence  upon  us.  But  wherever  we  have 
any  glimmer  into  the  feelings  of  the  em- 
ploying clara,  we  see  it  is  true  that  if 
they  are  har^sed  by  what  they  consider 
undue  restrictions  and  interference,  they 
will  dismiss  the  women  and  employ  men 
instead.    I  do  not  believe  it  is  merely  a 
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•question  of  wages,  as  the  right  hon.  Pre- 1 
late  thinks  ;  I  believe  in  many  cases  that 
between  the  cost  of  the  employment  of 
men  and  the  cost  of  the  employment  of 
Women,  if  you  take  into  consideration  not 
only  the  amount  of  the  wages,  but  the 
nature  and  the  amount  of  the  work  done, 
the  margin  is  very  small.  But  be  that  as 
it  may,  there  are  also  human  feelings  to  be 

■considered,  and  this  interference  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  is  very  strongly  felt  in  many 
quarters,   may  stimulate  employers  to 

.angry  and  resentful  action.    1  see  that 

-among  those  who  waited  on  the  noble 
Duke  there  was  a  Mr.  Johnson,  who  pro- 
tests against  the  proposed  Bill ;  he  was 

-of  opinion  that  legislation  was  necessary. 
The  Chairman  asked : 

"  Do  you  think  that  without  legislation  you 
-can  toucli  tho^e  in  the  East-end  ? 

**  Yes,  I  do,"  was  the  reply.  He  did  not 
think  legislation  was  necessary,  and  said 
they  were  already  waited  on  morning 
noon,  and  night  by  in^>ectors.  Now  that 
fcN^ng  exists  lunong  them  very  strongly,  j 
I  have  here  a  letter  from  a  gentleman,  a  ' 
friend  of  my  own,  who  is  very  well  known 
probably  to  everybody  in  the  House — Sir 
Blundell  Maple — and  I  think  I  must  Hsten 
to  him  even  in  preference  to  the  right 
rev.  Prelate.  The  words  that  he  uses  are 
really  very  moderate,  but  they  are  very 
pr^^ant,  and  they  show  the  hazard  you 
would  run  by  legislation  of  this  kind.  Sir 
Blundell  Maple  says : 

"  With  regard  to  this  Bill,  which  in  a  direct 
interference  with  the  liberty  of  the  nubject,  I 
-cannot  see  that  a  good  and  sufficient  case  has 
been  made  out  for  legislation.    It  is  true  that 
some  girls  are  adversely  affected    by  the 
-occupation  of  standing  and  serving  in  shops. 
Just  as  many  others  are  adversely  affected  by 
-occupationii  of  a  sedentary  and  close  nature  in 
work-rooms  and  factories.   In  many  cases  the 
evil  is  exi>1ained  by  a  wrong  ck<Hce  of  occupa- 
tion, bearing  in  mind  the  physical  powers  of 
the  individual  girls  concerned." 

Sir  Blundell  Maple  is  entirely  beyond 
suspicion  or  censure  in  this  matter.  He 
goes  on  to  say  : 

"  My  further  objection  to  this  Bill  is  that,  if  it 
it  passed,  it  woula  adversely  affect  the  employ- 
ment of  women  in  shops." 

That  is  the  point  I  wish  to  impress 
upon  your  Lordships. 

"  A  small  shopkeeper  would  consider  ttiat  by 
employing  one  or  more  women  he  would  be 
subject  to  the  visits  of  the  inspector  to  see  if 
he  provided  proper  and  sufficient  seats,  and  all 
sueo  inspection  is  intensely  dlataBtefnl  to  the 
xetail  trader.   I  believe  that  to  call  the  Bill 
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into  existence  would  be  to  endanger  the 
interests  of  the  very  permna  it  is  desired  to 
serve." 


That  is  why  I  earnestly  press  upon 
your  Lordships  the  duty  of  circumspection 
in  taking  such  a  step.  The  great  evil,  I 
fear,  is  that  the  number  of  women  era- 
ployed  would  be  diminished,  and  that  the 
wages  of  women  would  go  down.  The 
great  blot  upon  our  civilisation  is  the 
position  of  the  lower  class  of  women.  The 
life  they  hare  to  endure,  the  wages  with 
which  they  have  to  be  content,  the  terrible 
temptations  to  which  if  they  fail  other- 
wise to  sustain  themselves  they  are  ex- 
posed, and  the  value  which  their  strength 
and  their  virtue  is  to  the  community  to 
which  they  belong,  make  nie  feel  that  it 
is  of  the  greatest  possible  importance  that 
we  should  do  nothing  that  would  diminish 
the  scanty  resources  of  employment  and 
support  which  women  now  possess.  They 
have  to  run  a  race  bearing  a  terrible  bur- 
den. It  has  been  said  that  their  wages 
are  about  10s  a  week.  I  have  heard  it 
put  at  rather  less,  and  you  will  find  in  the 
book  to  which  I  have  referred  cases  where 
women  are  serving  for  7s-  6d.  or  even  6s. 
a  week,  having  out  of  that  to  provide 
their  lodgings  and  provisions.  It  is  a  far 
more  terrible  abyss  into  which  they  will 
probably  be  di-awn  if  they  should  fail  to 
obtain  from  the  existing  state  of  society 
the  sustenance  which  they  require.  Let 
us  be  very  careful  before  we.  diminish 
the  chance  of  sustenance  which  they 
have — before  w^e  increase  the  danger 
of  the  entire  wreck  of  their  moral 
and  physical  nature.  I  have  heard 
it  said  again  and  again  that  these 
prophecies  were  common  with  the  former 
social  Acts,  the  Acts  associated  with  Lord 
Ashley's  name ;  but  they  were  not ;  that 
is  an  entire  mistake.  It  ia  perfectly  tnie 
that  in  those  days  the  danger  of  general 
non-employment  was  very  strongly  before 
the  minds  of  those  who  resisted  the  Acta. 
But  the  particular  danger  here  is  that  yon 
are  inteneringin  a  competition  already  of 
the  fiercest  and  most  relentless  nature 
between  men  and  women  ;  you  are  press- 
ing down  the  weaker  for  the  benefit  of 
the  stronger.  That  does  not  follow  the 
precedent  of  the  former  Acts ;  it  is  a 
special  danger  against  which  you  are 
bound  to  guard.  It  is  not  sufficient  to 
tell  us  that  in  other  circumstances  and 
with  other  pleas  of  justification  fallacies 
or  mistakes  were  made  by  the  defenders 


Digitized  by 


Google 


453 


Seats  for  Shop 


{11  July  1899} 


■■isigtdnts  Bill. 


454 


•of  existing  institutions,  and  that  the  mis- ; 
takes  have  been  discovered  by  time.    1 1 
■do  not  deny  that  mamr  mistakes  were  | 
made,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  every  { 
AT^amsnt  against  a  proposal  such  as 
this  is  to  be  dismissed  because  other 
arguments  in  matters  wholly  dissimi- 
lar   have    proved    to    bo  fallacious. 
Kemember,  my  Lords,  the  evidence  I 
have  been  able  to  give  you.     As  far  as 
that  evidence  goes — I  do  not  put  it  higher 
than  that — there  is  a  real  and  substantial 
•danger  that  by  putting  these  new  im'pedi- 
ments  in  the  way  of  retail  traders  and 
requiring  of  them  obedience  to  laws  which 
might  be  very  easily  made  the  instru- 
ments of  blackmail,  you  are  diminishing 
the  market  for  women's  labour  and  in- 
■creasing  the  gravest  difficulty  with  which 
modern  civilisation  has  to  contend.  Am 
I  extreme  in  asking  you  that  before  you 
do  that  you  should  take  the  ordinary  pre- 
•cautions  fully  to  inform  yourselves  of  the 
■circumstances  with  which  you  are  dealing, 
And  that  you  should  give  as  much  ex- 
amination to  them  as  you  would  give  to 
the  passing  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  to 
take  away  a  single  field  from  an  indi- 
vidual ?    It  appears  to  me  that  in  dealing 
with  such  grave  issues,  in  treading  upon 
«uch  new  ground,  it  is  the  least  duty 
which  patrotism  and  public  spirit  would 
■call  upon  you  to  perform.     The  noble 
Lord  has  moved  that  this  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time,  and,  of  course,  I  can  do 
nothing  else,  if  I  am  forced  to  vote,  but 
vote  against  it.    But  I  do  earnestly  hope 
that  he  will  take  a  wiser  course,  and  that 
he  will  withdraw  his  Bill  and  will  accept 
our  assurance  that  we  will  do  our  best  to 
secure  a  thorough  and  searching  inquiry 
next  session.     By  the  result  of  that 
inquiry  I  shall  certainly  adhere,  and  I 
shall  be  very  glad  if  the  apprehensions* 
which  I  think  the  circumstances  and 
information  that  I  have  obtained  justify 
me  in  entertaining,  should  turn  out  to  be 
without  foundation. 

Earl  CAKRINGTON  :  Being  an 
-elected  member  of  the  London  County 
Council  for  one  of  the  most  populous  dis- 
tricts, and  having  amongst  my  constituents 
.a  large  army  of  these  poor  shopwomen  and 
j^ls,  it  would  be  simply  an  act  of  moral 
-cowardice  on  my  part  if  I  did  not  raise  my 
voice  and  express  a  hope  that  the  House 
will  support  this  Bill.  Three  weeks  ago  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  many  of  your 
Xordships  acted  as  saleswomen  at  the 


Bazaar  at  the  Albert  Hall,  in  support  of 
one  of  the  London  hospitals ;  and  Itremble 
to  think  what  would  happen  to  them, 
after  the  fatigue  they  experienced,  if  they 
had  to  stand  behind  a  counter  from 
eight  to  twelve  hours  a  day  five  days  a 
week,  and  sixteen  hours  on  Saturday 
without  the  possibility  of  sitting  down, 
which  has  been  provided  for  the  clerks  in 
all  the  Post  Offices  under  the  Grovern- 
ment.    What  answer  will  your  Lordships 
be  able  to  give  to  your  wives  as  to  your 
reason  for  voting  against  this  Bill  t  Those 
who  vote  against  it  will  probably  say  that 
in  their  opmioii  the  Bill  is  opposed  to  all 
principles  of  political  economy ;  that  they 
were  struck  by  the  observations  of  Lord 
Shand,  when  he  said  that  these  matters 
could  be  put  right  by  voluntary  effort, 
and  that  if  this  legislation  were  adopted 
other  legislation  would  follow  to  compel 
people  to   supply  their  servants  with 
macintoshes,    goloshes,   and  umbrellas. 
They  may  say  that  this  is  the  thin  edge 
of  the  wedge,  and  that  they  were  much 
impressed  by  the  weighty  speech  made  a 
few  weeks  ago  by  the  Noble  Marquess, 
who  asked  if  your  Lordships  were  pre- 
pared to  have  an  army  of  inspectors  exami- 
ning your  houses  to  see  that  there  were  a 
sufficient  number  of  <^iTs  placed  at  stated 
intervals,  so  that  at  moments  of  exhaus- 
tion the  housemaids  might  sit  down. 
There  now  appears  to  be  a  change  of 
front.    We  are  told  that  these  evils  are 
admitted,  and  that  there  are  also  other 
evils  which  must  be  inquired  into.  The 
Grovernment  say  that  if  this  Bill  is  now 
withdrawn  they  will  examine  into  the 
whole  subject,  and  introduce  legislation 
next  year.    I  hope  the  noble  Duke  will 
.  stick  to  the  Bill  and  not  accept  any  canx- 
,  promise,  and  in  that  way  save  these  hard- 
working and  unprotected  women  from 
I  another   twelve   months'  miserv  and 


I  suffering. 

\    The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH:  I 
earnestly  hope  that  my  noble  friend  will 
not  accept  the  proposal  of  the  noble 
I  Marquess  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
!  ment,  who  has  held  out  a  challenge  which 
I  I  would  like  to  take  up.    He  has  told 
your  Lordships  that  on  this  important 
I  matter  there  has  been  no  official  expres- 
,  sion  on  the  part  of  the  supporters  of 
i  this  Bill  in  the  other  House.     I  un- 
I  doubtedly  agree  with  the  noble  Marquess 
when  he   says  that  part   and  parcel 
'  of  this  evil  is  the  long  hours  which 
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these  unfortunate  women  have  to 
work,  and  I  do  not  think  it  has  been 
sufficiently  impressed  upon  the  House 
that  they  work  eighty-four  hours  a  week 
in  a  stuffy  and  unwholesome  atmosphere. 
But  a  very  distinguished  and  iniporUnt 
member  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  already  expressed  himself  very 
atrongly  upon  this  question.  Mr. 
Chamoerlain,  speaking  at  a  great  meeting 
at  Birmingham  as  long  ago  as  1892,  in 
support  of  Sir  John  Lublwck's  Shop 
Hours  Bill  said : 

"  People  of  all  parties  are  represented  on  this 
platform,  and,  in  tlieir  presence,  I  as.sert  that 
this  question  ie  a  question  which  is  more 
urgent  and  more  important  for  the  welfare  of 
the  people  than  any  constitutional  changes— 
whether  in  Ireland  or  elsewhere— and  that  it 
ouglit,  therefore,  to  be  put  in  the  first  rank  in 
any  programme,  either  of  the  Parliament  or  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government." 

Since  thalb  time  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  occupied  a  most  important  posi- 
tion in  her  Majesty's  Government,  I)ut 
nothii^  has  been  done.  Those  who  feel 
strong^  on  this  subject,  as  I  myself  do, 
are  not  prepared  to  allow  this  matter  to 
be  indefinitely  shelved.  No  doubt  Sir 
Blundell  Maple  is  entitled  to  have  an 
opinion  upon  this  question,  but  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  noble  Marquess,  and  your 
Lordships,  why,  if  Sir  Blundell  Maple  held 
these  strong  views  in  opposition  to  this 
Bill,  he  did  not  in  his  place  in  Parliament 
speak  against  it;  and  why,  if  this  Bill 
introduces  such  novel  and  dangerous  prin- 
ciples as  has  been  stated,  the  Government, 
of  which  the  noble  Marquess  is  Prime 
Minister,  and  which  has  almost  the 
largest  majority  ever  possessed  by 
any  Government,  did  not  take  steps 
to  have  the  Bill  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
answer  is  conclusive.  The  Government 
did  not  do  it  because  they  dared  not. 
Although  I  am  prepared  to  respect  the 
individual  opinions  of  noble  lords  on  this 
question,  I  maintain,  with  the  greatest 
respect,  that  the  House  will  not  be  acting 
wisely  in  ignoring  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  people,  properly  expressed  through 
their  representatives  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Anyone  who  has  been  in  the 
House  of  Commons  knows  the  great 
difficulty  which  is  experienced  in  getting 
any  measure  through  which  is  not  a 
Government  measure.  I  received  a  letter 
recently  from  Sir  John  Lubbock  saying 
that  although  his  Early  Closing  W  had 
The  Sari  of  Porismwth. 


'  passed  its  Second  Reading  without  any 

I  opposition,  and  had  gone  through  the 
'  Grand  Committee  on  Trade,  he  was  not 

able  to  carry  it  further  because  it  had 
;  been  persistently  blocked  by  the  12  o'clock 
i  rule.  This  Bill,  on  the  other  hand,  went 
'  through  the  House  of  Commons  without 
1  any  opposition,  and  to  shelve  it  now 
I  would  be  a  fraud  and  an  imposture  to- 

which  I  will  not  be  a  party. 

*The  Lord  Bishop  of  RIPON:  My 
Lords,  I  trust  the  noble  Duke  will  not 
withdraw  this  Bill.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  it  is  wise  and  well  that  we  should 
have  the  courage  to  express  our  opinions 
!  on  matters  of  this  kind.  Arguments  have 
I  been  addressed  to  your  Lordships  which 
I  must  imquestionably  have  weight  with  all 
j  those  who  are  ready  to  ^ve  a  favourable 
and  dispassionate  consideration  to  the 
I  matter,  and  no  one  will  be  so  audacious 
i  as  to  imagine  that  the  Bill,  if  passed,  wilt 
bo  passed  without  Amendment.  But  on 
[  the  general  principle  of  the  Bill  I  hope 
we  shall  have  an  o^ortunity  of  pro- 
nouncing judgment.  The  noble  Marquess 
has  said  that  there  is  lack  of  official  evi- 
dence. I  do  not  pretend  to  come  here  as 
an  expert,  nor  have  I  taken  that  pil- 
grimage of  philanthropy  which  has  been 
taken  by  my  right  Rev.  Brother,  but  at 
the  same  time  1  think  we  ought  to  re- 
member that  this  question  of  seats  in 
shops  is  part  of  a  larger  question  which 
has  formed  the  subject  of  considerable 
inquiry  in  times  past.  There  was  an 
inquiry  in  1886  and  another  in  1895,  and 
these  inquiries  related  to  the  condition 
of  shop  assistants,  the  provision  of  seats 
being  touched  upon.  Those  inquiries 
were  open,  and  employers  of  labour 
if  they  had  chosen  to  give  evidence 
were  welcome.  The  Drapers'  Chamber  of 
Commerce  is  entirely  in  favour  of  thia 
Bill,  and  I  claim  that  that  chamber  repre- 
sents a  large  amount  of  expert  opinion. 
The  associations  connected  with  this 
movement  which  have  considered  this 
matter  are  all  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  it 
is  not  on  the  casual  investigation  of  a  few 
irresponsible  individuals  that  the  \iews  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  which  have  been  pre- 
sented to  your  Lordships  have  been 
arrived  at.  They  are  the  result  of  twenty 
years'  agitation  and  consideration.  There- 
fore I  hope  that  at  least  your  Lordships 
will  £0  to  a  Division  on  the  Bill.  The  fear 
baa  been  expressed  more  than  once  to- 
night that  if  you  pass  this  measure  yoa 
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will  harass  the  position  of  women  and  ! 
reduce  their  means  of  employment.  It  ; 
"would  be  a  aad  and  sorry  thing  to  increase 
the  difficulties  connected  with  the  employ- ' 
ment  of  women,  but  I  do  not  believe  the  , 
Bill  will  have  that  result,  or  that  it  will 
injure  tJie  interests  of  shopkeepers  them- 
flelves.  I  quite  admit  that  there  is  a  very 
slight  Eiargin  of  difference  between 
ihe  wages  paid  to  men  and  to  women 
in  the  smart  West-end  shops,  but  not 
eo  iu  the  shops  which  will  be  mainly 
affected  by  this  Bill.  In  the  West  End 
shops  you  have  the  yoimg  lady  who  can 
command  a  considerable  wage,  but  when 
you  go  to  the  other  class  of  shops  you 
have  to  deal  with  the  assistant  who  can- 
not claim  a  wage  which  you  would  imagine 
«be  ot^ht  to  be  able  to  claim ;  and  my 
helief  IB  that,  in  the  case  of  the  shops 
which  are  specially  concerned,  the  diffe- 
rence between  the  wages  of  men  and 
women  assistants  is  such  that  the  shop- 
keepers will  think  twice  before  they  dis- 
possess the  women  and  employ  men. 
There  are  a  great  many  people  who 
Attempt  to  prophesy  and  threaten  evil 
lyings  when  legislation  of  this  kind  is  pro- 
posed, and  we  know  perfectly  well  that 
■when  the  factory  legislation  was  first  sub- 
jnitted  it  M'as  said  that  we  should  interfere 
with  trade,  but  this  was  successfully 
answered  by  the  startling  increase  in 
trade  which  followed  the  passing  of  the 
■first  Factory  Act.  The  preservation  of 
Tiealth,  in  the  end,  is  a  great  economy, 
and  I  do  not  believe  the  shopowner  will 
iind  that  he  is  other  than  the  gainer 
by  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  A  fear  has 
also  been  expressed  that  a  shopkeeper 
"who  provides  seats  for  his  attendants 
ma^  lose  custom  on  that  ground.  I 
Jbelieve,  on  the  other  hand,  that  he  will 
^in  custom  thereby.  I  do  not  think 
there  are  any  ladies  who  would  be 
offended  bmnause  they  came  across  a  shop- 
Assistant  seated  when  they  entered  a 
fihop.  Customers  leave  a  shop  because 
of  what  they  call  the  impertinence  or  the 
indiffereuce  of  the  person  who  is  sening 
them.  Is  not  the  apparent  bad  humour  on 
the  part  of  the  shop-assistant  largely  due 
to  her  ha\  ing  been  standing  for  so  lon^  a 
Aime?  When  we  complain  of  the  ill- 
temper  of  these  who  serve  us,  we  often 
■forget  that  ill-temper  is  the  result  of 
fatogue  and  nervous  exhaustion.  There 
will  be  no  loss  to  the  shopkeeper  when 
^nce  it  has  been  secured  that  those  who 
.serve  the  pubtio  serve  them  under  con- 

VOL.  LXXIV.    [FouETH  Skribs.] 


ditions  of  health  which  make  for  good 
temoer  and  a  cheerful,  and  not  reluctant, 
smile.  I  would  be  slow,  indeed,  to  inter- 
fere with  trade,  but  wherever  an  evil 
which  is  being  sulFered  is  likely  to  touch 
the  vital  interests  of  society  at  large, 
then  I  contend  that  legislation  is  fairly 
justified  in  interposing.  Is  this  a  case  of 
that  kind  I  I  venture  to  say  it  is.  Your 
Lordships  have  placed  before  you  evi- 
dence or  medical  men  and  others,  which  I 
am  sure  you  will  not  disregai-d,  pointing 
to  the  dangers  attending  the  present 
',  state  of  things  The  tens  of  thousands 
^  of  women  who  are  engaged  in  this  shop 
;  work  represent  the  potential  motherhood 
I  of  unborn  generations.  Individual  health 
;  is  not  merely  the  capital  of  the  poor;  it  is 
'  also  the  national  capital,  which  we  cannot 
I  afford  to  dispense  with,  and  iu  the  interests 
of  the  national  health  I  ask  your  Lordships 
I  to  pause  before  you  reject  this  measure. 

I    The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  My 
'  Lords,  I  do  not  think  I  ought  to  give  a 
I  silent  vote  upon  this  question,  but  I  shall 
avoid  going  into  the  general  topics  which 
have  been  admirably  dealt  with  by  the 
noble  Lords  who  have  spoken  in  favour 
of  the  Bill.     I  am  more  disposed  to 
endeavour  to  deal  with  the  argument  used 
'  by  the  noble  Marquess  in  favour  of  not  now 
proceeding  with  the  Bill,  but  of  relegat- 
ing the  matter  to  inquiry.    I  could  not 
help  feeling,  when  I  listened  to  the  noble 
\  Marquess,  that  the  proposal  he  made  was  a 
very  convenient  mode  of  shelving  the 
question  for  no  one  knows  how  long. 
The  noble  Marquess  dwelt  very  much 
upon  the  many  other  evils  under  which 
[  women  labour  in  shops,  and  upon  the 
'  necessity  of  not  restricting  ourselves  to 
this  subject,  but  of  entering  upon  a 
i  general  survey  of  the  whole  question. 
General  surveys  take  very  long  indeed 
!  before  they  bear  fruit.    One  cannot  help 
'  thinking  of  the  old-age  pensions  question, 
;  which  we  have  had  before  us  for  many 
years,  and  of  many  other  subjects  of  the 
same  kind.    To-night,  however,  we  have 
a  definite,  plain,  and  simple  point  before 
'  us.    Personally,  I  have  no  special  know- 
ledee  on  this  matter,  but  I  can  hardly 
understand  that  anyone  can  doubt  that  it 
is  a  most  intolerable  thing  that  large 
,  numbers  of  young  women  should  have  no 
means  of  sitting  down  for  hours  and 
.  hours  together.    I  am  not  a  partisan, 
.  and  I  never  was  in  favour  of  very  much 
^  interference  in  small  matters  of  trade. 
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I  remember  all  the  discusaionB  which 
took  place  upon  the  factory  legislation 
Every  kind  of  objection  was  raised  by 
employers  of  the  highest  repute  to  that 
legislation,  for  they  really  and  truly 
believed  that  if  we  interfered  in  the  way 
Lord  Shaftesbury  and  those  who  acted 
with  him  proposed,  a  fatal  blow  woiUd  be 
dealt  at  some  of  the  great  industries  of 
the  country.    We  have  had  the  benefit  of 
experience.    It  has  been  positively  and  . 
clearly    shown    that    the    legislation,  ' 
whilst  it  has  prevented  some  of  the  I 
greatest,  and  some  of  the  most  cruel  evils,  I 
has  not  interfered  with  the  prosperity  of , 
the  countiy.    In  the  case  of^  women  and  , 
children,  I  think  it  is  amply  justiSable  , 
that  the  Legislature  should  in  many  cases  , 
directly  interfere.    This  is  a  case  of  posi- 
tive cruelty.    It  is  one  in  which  young  i 
women  grievously  suffer.     We  do  not 
need  any  inquiry.    One  of  the  right  rev.  j 
Prelates,  who  baa  spoken  on  this  subject,  . 
asked  whether  we  should  like  it  if  we  I 
were  compelled  to  stand  during  the  whole  \ 
of  a  long  Debate ;  hut  we  are  differently  I 
constituted  to  women,  and  there  are  I 
fatigues  which  we  can  endure,  but  which  , 
are  cruelly  hurtful  to  the  health  of 
young  women.    It  has  been  said  that ! 
a  certain    number    of   women    might  [ 
lose  employment  if  this  measure  passes.  ! 
Even  such  a  contingency  is  not  to  be  set  | 
against  the  necessity  of  preventing  the ! 
evils  which  beset  the  whole  class  of  shop-  j 
workers.    For  these  reasons  I  earnestly 
trust  your  Lordships  will  not  relegate  \ 
this  BUI  to  an  inquiry,  but  that  we  shall 
take  a  Vote  upon  it.    Allusion  was  made 
to  the  fact  that  not  one  word  was  said 
against  the  Bill  in  the  other  House. 
Surely,  if  there  had  been  any  strong, 
powerful  feeling  against  the  measure,  it 
would  have  found  expression  in  the 
House  of  Commons.    It  is  so  easy  to  bar 


the  pn^ress  of  a  Bill  in  the  other  Houae». 
that  Sir  Blundell  Maple  or  any  other 
Member  could  have  stopped  the  measure 

or  insisted  on  its  going  through  its  full 
course.  I  wilt  only  say  in  conclusion  that 
I  trust  the  noble  Duke  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  will  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  it. 

Lord  KELVIN  :  My  Lords,  I  am  con- 
fident that,  if  we  were  convinced  that  this 
Bill  would  be  beneficial  in  its  results,  per- 
suasive eloquence  would  not  be  needed  to- 
induce  us  to  vote  for  it,  but  I  feel  that  wo 
do  not  know  enough  about  the  subject. 
It  is  a  small  and  simple  issue,  utterly  un- 
like the  question  of  old-age  pensions. 
The  proposal  to  relegate  this  Bill  to  & 
Select  Committee  would  not  mean  the  in- 
definite  postponement  of  the  Bill,  for,  if 
the  inquiry  shows  that  it  is  really  neces- 
sary, there  will  be  no  difilculty  in  passing 
the  measure  next  session.  On  this  groniKl 
I  hope  the  noble  Duke  will  accept  the 
advice  which  has  been  given  to  him  by 
the  noble  Marquesa  If,  however,  we  are 
compelled  to  vote,  I  shall  have  to  reluc- 
tantly vote  against  the  Bill,  because  I  am 
not  absolutely  convinced  that  its  results 
will  be  beneficial.  I  do  not  think  it  ha» 
been  sufficiently  proved  that  the  Bill  will 
not  seriously  impair  liberty,  and  introduce 
evils  greater  than  those  which  its  object 
is  to  remedy. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE  :  I  do 

not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
speech,  but  as  I  came  here  with  the  inten- 
tion of  supporting  this  Bill  I  feel  bound 
to  say  that,  after  the  appeal  of  the  noble 
Marquess  to  the  noble  Ihike  in  charge  of 
the  Bill,  I,  for  my  part,  shall  feel  it  quite 
impossible  to  support  the  measure. 

On  Question  "Whether  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2<* "  their  Lordships  divided  : — Con- 
tents, 73 ;  Not-Contents,  28. 


Grafton,  D. 
Itichmoiid,  D. 
WestminBter,  D.  [TelUr.] 

Aberoom,  M.   {D.  Abercom) 
AUeeban',  M. 
Bristol,  M. 

Amheret,  E. 
BathuTSt,  E. 
Caims,  E. 
CamperdowOi  £. 
Carlile,  E. 
Carrington,  E. 
Chesterfield,  E. 

The  Earl  of  Kmherley 


CONTENTS. 

Co^vper,  E 
Crewe,  E. 
Dartroy.E. 
Haddington,  E. 
Jersey,  E. 
'  Kimoerlev,  E. 
Lauderdale,  E. 
Lichfield,  E. 
Mayo,  E. 
Morley,  E. 

MooDt  Edgcumbe,  E. 
NorthbrooK,  E. 
Portsnionth,  E. 
Roniney,  E. 
Spencer,  E. 
Yarboroogh,  E. 


{  Falkland.  A\ 

'  Falmouth,  V. 

I  Gordon,  V.    {E.  Abtrdeen. 

\  Halifax.  \, 

I  Knntsfotd.  V. 

I  PeeI.V. 

Ripon,  L.  Bp. 

I  Wuchester,  L.  Bp. 

!  Aberdaie.  L. 

{  Barnard,  L. 

I  Battersea,  L. 

I  Boyle,    L.     {E.    Cork  atuT 

Orrery. ) 

1  Braye,  L. 
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Brouefaam  and  Vaux,  L. 
Biirgnclere,  L. 
Burton,  L. 
Cloobrock,  L. 
Coleridge,  L. 
De  Mauley,  L. 
Farqnliar,  L. 
Harlecb,  L. 
Hawkesbniy.  L. 
Hobbmue,  L. 
Iveagh,  L. 


Kinnaird,  L. 
Macnaghten,  L, 
Manners,  L. 

Monck,  L.  (V.Monek.) 
Monk  Bretton,  L. 
Monkswell,  h. 
Mancaster,  L. 
Penrhyn,  L. 
Plonket,  L. 
Reay,  L. 

Ribblesdale,  L.  [reUer.] 


Robartes,  L. 

Khote.  L.  (V.  BamngUm.y 
Silclieater,  L.    ( E.  Lon^ont.f 
Stalbridge,  L. 
Templetnore,  L. 
Thring,  L. 
Wenlock,  L. 
Windsor,  L. 
Wrottesley,  L. 


NOT-CONTENTS. 


Ualabnry,  E.  (L.  Chancellor.  \  Dudley,  E. 

rsh: 


Portland,  D. 

Hertford,  M. 
Salisbury,  M. 

PeinbrokeandMontgonieiy,E. 

(L.  Steimrd.) 
Dartmouth,  E. 
de  Montalt,  E. 


Feversham,  E. 

Fortescue,  E. 
Grey,  E. 
Waldegrave,  E. 

Llandaff,  V. 

Ashbourne,  L. 
Bagot,  L. 
Brampton,  L. 
Calthorpe,  L. 


Clanwilliam,  L.    [\Er..  €Ttrx- 

william. ) 
Colville  of  CulroflBi  L- 
Cranworth,  L. 
Fermanagh,  L.  (E'-Eme^ 
Glanusk,  L. 
Kelvin,  L. 
Lawrence,  L. 
Llangattock.  L. 
Norton,  L. 
Shand,  L.  [Teller.] 
\VemyS8,L.    {E.  Wemym.} 


Bill  read  2^  accordingly,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Thursday  next 

MARRIAGES  VALIDITY   (No.  2)  BILL 
[H.L.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order);  Bili  reported  without  Amendment; 
and  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

YOUTHFUL  OFFENDERS  BILL  [H.L.] 
Bead  3*"  (according  to  Order) ;  Amend- 
ments made ;  BiU  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Commons. 

HonRe  adjourned  at  Seven  of  the  clock, 
to  Thursday  next,  half-past  Ten  of 
the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  llih  J-dy  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lordol. 
Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired 
into  compUed  with. 

Mr.  >Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  following  Bills  originating  in  the 
Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  pre- 
viously inquired  intor  and  vhiofa  are 


applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY BILL  [Lords]. 

ROCHDALE  CANAL  BILL  [Lotds]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  seconcK 
time. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  [LtrnduJ, 


Standing  Orders 
complied  with. 


applicable  theretor 


Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table^ 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating;ini 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  Fisst 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Oiiclers« 
which  are  applicable  thereto  har.&  beem 
compUed  with,  viz. : — 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFTRMTATION: 
(No.  2)  BILL  [Lordfll 

Ordered  that  the  BiU  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow. 

AIRE  AND  CALDER  NAVIGATION. 
BILL. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  considered,  anifi 
agrmd  ta 

R  2 
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Eeports,  dr. 


AIX  SAINTS'  CHURCH  (CARDIFF)  BILL 
[Lonls]. 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [LordB]. 

Kead  the  third  time,  and  paased,  with 
Amendments. 

FYLDE  WATER  BOARD  BILL  [Lords] 
(by  Onler). 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Kesolutions  reported  from  the  Com- 
aiittee : 

1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Ports- 
mouth Corporation  Bill  [LordsJ^  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  oe  dispensed 
with :  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
pnjceed  with  their  Bill.'  " 

2.  "  That,  in  case  of  the  Workington 
Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  the  Stanoirg 
Ordera  ought  to  be  dispensed  with :  That 
the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with 
their  Bill.'* 

Besolutions  agreed  to. 

SUNDERLAND  C4)RP0RATI0N  BILL 
[Lord*]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed, 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  agreed  to — 

MILITARY   LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

IONIAN  BANK  BILL. 
Without  Amendment. 

AYR  BURGH  BILL. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM AND  DOVER  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANIES BILL. 

With  Amendments. 

Amendments  to — 
CREAT  YARMOUTH  PIEK  BILL  [Loidf.]. 

Without  Amendment. 


MONEY-LENDING  BILL. 
Petition  from  Liverpool,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  BILL. 
Petition  from  Dundee,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 


Petition  from 
upon  the  Table. 


Lye,  in  favour;  to  lie 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ^c. 

NATIONAL  PORTRAIT  GALLERY 
(CORRESPONDENCE). 

Return  [presented  10th  Julv]  to  be 
printed.    (No.  273.) 

COUNTY  OFFICERS  AND  COURTS 
(IRELAND),  ACT  1877. 

Account  presented  of  the  Receipts  and 

Payments  under  the  Act  during  the  year 
ended  the  31st  March,  1899  [by  Act]  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

(No.  274.) 

CONCILIATION  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented  of  Second  Report  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  Proceedings  under 
the  Conciliation  Act,  1896  [by  Act]  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  lie  printed. 
(No.  275.) 

SIERRA  LEONE. 

Copy  presented  of  Report  by  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioner,  and  corre^nd- 
ence  on  the  subject  of  the  Insurrection  in 
the  Sierra  Leone  Protectorate,  1898  [by 
Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ARMY  (VOLUNTEERS). 
Copy  presented  of  proposed  Amend- 
ment of  the  scheme  relative  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  Volunteers  under  Her  Majesty's 
Orders  in  Council,  dated  Slst  July,  1880, 
14th  April,  1884,  etc.  ;  Draft  Efficiency 
Certificate  for  the  Volunteer  Medical  Staff 
[  Corps  [by  Act]  \  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIOXS. 


\  WELLINGTON  COLLEGE. 

  I    Copy  presented  of   Report  of  the 

GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY  LOCAL  Governors  of  Wellington  College  for  the 
AUTHORITIES).  |  year  ending  Slat  I^cember,  1898,  with 

Petition  from  Bamet,  in  favour ;  to  lie  |  accounts  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
■pon  the  Table.  1  Table. 
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AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presonted  of  Agricultural  Sta- 
tistics of  Ireland,  with  detailed  Report  on 
Agricultiu-e,  for  the  year  1898[byCom- 
xnand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES). 

CJcrov  presented  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series 
No.  507  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upoii  the 
Table. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  that  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law  and  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  Le^al  Procedure,  Mr. 
Gold ;  and  had  appomted  in  substitution 
Mr.  Lambert. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the 
Committee  that  they  had  discharged  the 
following  Member  from  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agricul- 
ture and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manu- 
factures, Mr.  Kemp ;  and  had  appointed 
in  substitution  Mr.  (]k>ulding. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the 
Committee  that  they  had  atMed  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping  ana 
Manufactures,  the  following  Member,  Mr. 
Galloway. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


UNIVERSITY  OF   LONDON  ACT 
(1893)  AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  University  of  London 
Act,  1898,  with  respect  to  HoUoway  Col- 
lees,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir 
J^n  Oorst,  Mr.  Balfour,  and  Mr.  Attor- 
ney-General. 

UNIVERSITY   OF   LONDON  ACT 
(1888)   AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  University  of  London 
Act,  1898,  with  respect  to  HoUoway  Col- 
lege," presented  accordingly,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  (Bill 
267). 


QUESTIONS. 


BOYS  IN  THE  ROYAL  MARINES. 
Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  consent  of  the  parents  or 
guardians  is  necessary  in  the  case  of  boys 
who  enlist  in  the  Royal  Marines. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  thb 
ADMIRALTY  (Mr.  (3oschen,  St 
George's,  Hanover  Sqiuire) :  The  only 
boys  in  the  Royal  Marines  are  buglers 
The  parents'  consent  is  obtained. 

DERELICTS  IN  THE  ATLANTIC 
Mr.  MACDONA  (Southwark,  Rother- 
hithe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  the  Admiralty 
sent  out  H.M.S.  "Melampus"  and 
"  Gossamer  "  into  the  Atlantic  about  30(* 
miles  to  seek  for  the  ocean  derelict  ship 
from  Horida,  named  "  Sidurtha,"  and 
found  her  in  tempestuous  weather,  and 
safely  brought  her  into  Bantry  Bay  ;  and 
if  this  success  will  encourage  the 
Admiralty  to  continue  its  efforts  in  this 
direction. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Yes,  Sir,  but  I  ca» 
give  no  more  definite  answer. 

CONDEMNED  NAVAL  STORES. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
Fourth  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Accounts,  in  which  attention  is 
called  to  the  fact  that  a  large  condemna- 
tion of  salt  pork  and  salt  beef  on  the 
"  Sans  Pareil "  and  other  ships,  and 
furthermore  that  36,000  lbs.  of  salt  meat 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  consumption 
in  the  victualling  yard  at  Deptford,  will 
he  state  whether  this  meat  was  foreign 
or  home  fed ;  and,  in  view  of  this  enor- 
mous loss  of  food,  the  Admiralty  would 
consider  the  advisabiUt^  of  placing  con- 
tracts for  salt  meat  with  Irish  or  other 
home  curers,  so  as  to  ensure  a  periodical 
supply  of  wholesome  salt  meat. 

The  SECRETARY  to  thb  AD- 
MIEALTY  (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim. 
S.) :  No  condemnation  of  meat  was  made 
in  the  "  Sans  Pareil  "  or  any  other  of 
Majesty's  ships,  nor  were  any  complaints 
received  from  them.  The  meat  in  ques- 
tion wasconderaned  at  Deptford.  Withthe 
exception  of  SOOlbs.,  which  was  Danish,  the 
whole  of  the  pork  condemned  was  Irish. 
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All  the  beef  condemned  was  American. 
The  whole  of  the  salt  beef  consumed  in 
t^he  Navy  has  until  recently  been  obtained 
from  A»erica,  which  is  the  only  avail- 
able eonmercial  source  of.  supply,  but 
£0,0001bs.  is  now  cured  annually  at 
Deptford  Victualling  Yard.  In  the  last 
:aaniaal  contracts  for  poik  three-fourths 
«of  the  total  requirements  were  alloted  to 
Irish  firms  and  one-fourth  only  to  Danish 
£rm8. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that 
the  meat  condemned  was  condemned 
owing  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
treated  in  the  Victualling  Yard  1 

Mr.  macartney  :  No  fault  was 
found  as  to  it.  It  had  been  properly 
treated  in  the  yard. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Is 
it  not  a  fact  there  is  only  Jd.  per  lb. 
idiflference  in  the  price  of  foreign  and 
iiome  bred  pork  1 

Mr.  macartney  :  I  cannot  answer 
lhat  without  notice. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) : 
Does  the  hon.  gentleman  say  sailors  have 
no  rijffat  to  object  to  rotten  pork  ? 

i,^o  answer  was  g^ven). 

ADMIRALTY  CONTRACTS. 
Mr.  morris  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  beg 
■to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  entered 
into  a  contract  with  the  Volenite  Com- 
pany for  a  supply  of  their  manufacture 
for  steam  joints,  etc.,  or  do  they  propose 
i^doing  so. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY:  No  commnnicar 
■tions  have  passed  between  the  Admiralty 
the  company  in  regard  to  their  manu- 
.factures. 

TRANSVAAL  AFFAIRS-MILITARY 
PREPARATIONS. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Abeideenshire,K); 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  paragraph  in  The 
Times  of  5th  July,  with  regard  to  military 
preparations  for  South  Africa,  and  the 
despatch  of  special  service  ofBcers,  was 
•communicated  to  that  newspaper  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War. 

*The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham. 
Dover) :  Yes,  Sir. 


THE  EXPANDING  BI  LLET. 


Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  whether  he  will  consent  to  lay  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  accounts  of  the 
surgical  experiments  as  to  the  effects  of 
the  Mark  IV.  missile,  on  the  basis  of 
which  experiments  the  bullet  is  now  being 
served  out  to  British  soldiers  sent  on 
service  to  South  Africa ;  and  if  he  "can 
state  whether  the  reporte<l  condemnation 
of  the  Dum-Dum  bullet  by  the  Peace 
Conference  at  the  Hague  has  been 
officially  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
War  Office  authorities, 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Mark  IV. 
'  has  been  the  service  bullet  for  the  British 
Army  since  February,  1898,  and,  as  such, 
has  been  issued  to  our  troops  in  South 
Africa.  I  cannot  lay  before  the  House 
reports  either  of  the  experiments  which 
led  to  the  adoption  of  that  bullet  or  of 
more  recent  experiments,  since  they  con- 
tain confidential  information.  These 
experiments  were  not  merely,  as  the  hon. 
Member  suggests,  of  a  surgical  character. 
They  were  conducted  to  solve  a  numl>er 
of  physical  problems,  in  considering 
which  the  humanitarian  aspect  of  the 
question  was  not  left  out  of  sight.  Our 
representatives  at  The  Hague  have  re- 
ported the  proceedings  of  the  Conference 
from  time  to  time;  but  thwe  interim 
reports  have  necessarily  been  partial  and 
incoiuslusire. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  this  bullet  has  been  constructed  with  a 
view  to  expand  on  striking  like  the  Ihim- 
Dum  bullets  ? 

*Mr.  wyndham  :  There  are  great 
objections  to  arguing  this  question  by 
way  of  question  and  answer.  The  bullet 
has  been  constructed  to  achieve  a  number 
of  objects,  one  of  which  is  that  its  calibre 
should  be  greater  later  on  than  when  it 
leaves  the  muzzle  of  the  rifle. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  give  notice 
that  I  shall  raise  this  question  on  the  War 
Office  Vote. 

STRAW  SUPPLIES  FOR  ALDERSHOT. 

Mr.  perks  (Lincolnshire,  Louth)  :  f 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  straw 
;  now  being  supplied  for  the  use  of  the 
'  Army  at  Woolwich   and  Aldershot  is 
I  foreign  straw  grown  in  France ;  whether 
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it  is  the  custom  in  contracts  for  public 
■works  to  specify  that  British  material 
should  be  used  ;  and  whether  there  is  any 
sufficient  reason  why  such  a  course  should 
not  be  pursued  when  tenders  are  invited 
:for  straw  for  the  British  Army. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  I  am  not 
Aware  that  French  straw  is  supplied  at 
Woolwich  and  Aldershot.  The  military 
■authorities  only  take  cognisance  of  the 
■quality  of  the  straw,  and  not  of  its  place 
of  origin. 

Mr.  perks  :  Do  they  not  take  cog- 
nisance of  the  price  also  t 

Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS :  Cer- 
tunly.  But  the  hon.  Member's  question 
■only  raises  the  subject  of  origin,  not  of 

price. 

Captain  DONELAN:  la  the  hon. 
Oentleman  aware  that  sufBeient  straw  is 
grown  in  Ireland  to  litter  all  the  horses 
•of  the  British  Army  I 

(No  answer  was  given.) 

BENGAL  ADVOCATE-GENERAL. 
Mb.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  had  given  notice  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  whether  Sir 
Oharles  Paul,  the  Advocate-General  of 
Bengal,  is  at  present  in  Europe  ;  what  is 
the  period  of  his  leave  of  absence  from 
India ;  whether  anyone  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
office,  some  of  which  are  of  a  quasi- 
judicial  character,  during  his  absence ; 
■and,  in  particular,  to  whcnn  can  a  person 
erroneously  convicted  apply  for  a  certifi- 
cate that  there  was  error  in  the  decision 
in  point  of  law,  as  provided  by  Sec- 
tion 25  of  the  Letters  Patent  of  1865; 
and  who  is  empowered,  in  a  case  tried  by 
A  High  Court,  to  enter  a  nolle  prosequi, 
in  pursuance  of  Section  333  of  the 
Criminal  Procedure  Code.  On  the  Ques- 
tion being  called  the  hon.  Member  said  he 
understocHl  that  Mr.  WoodroS'e  had  been 
appointed  to  the  office,  but  he  would  like 
to  know  what  interval  ehipsed  between 
Sir  Charles  Paul's  departure  and  the 
appointment  of  his  successor. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  I  cannot  say  exactly,  probably 
A  month  or  two.   Sir  Charles  Paul  is  at 


present  in  Europe  on  leave,  which  expires 
on  the  31st  December,  1899.  Mr.  J.  T. 
Woodroffe,  of  the  Calcutta  Bar,  has  been 
appointed  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his 
office,  including  those  mentioned  in  the 
third  and  fourth  paragraphs  of  the  Ques- 
tion, during  his  absence. 

INDIAN  CURRENCY. 
Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
whether  under  the  scheme  of  the 
Currency  Commissioners  sovereigns  will 
be  a  legal  tender  in  India  at  aU  places 
and  for  all  sums  down  to  the  value  of  £1, 
or  only  at  certain  specified  centres  of 
trade  and  for  considerable  amounts ;  and 
whether  in  ordinary  inland  mercantile 
transactions  sovereigns  will  be  ex- 
changeable against  rupees  in  a  fixed 
ratio,  or,  as  they  are  now,  at  a  frequently 
varying  valuation  in  the  open  market. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  The  proposal 
of  the  Indian  Currency  Committee  is  that 
the  sovereign  shall  be  made  a  legal  tender 
and  current  coin  in  India ;  and  they 
make  no  recommendation  that  this  shall 
be  restricted  to  certain  specified  centres 
of  trade  or  to  considerable  amounts.  If 
the  sovereign  is  declared  b^  law  to  be 
legal  tender  at  a  fixed  ratio,  it  will  be 
open  to  any  debtor  in  any  part  of  India 
to  discharge  his  debt  in  sovereigns  at 
that  ratio. 

THE  WAIMA  DISASTER. 
Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Undersecretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  claim  of  this  country  against 
France  in  respect  of  the  Waima  disaster 
has  yet  been  referred  to  arbitration  ;  and, 
if  not,  whether  the  reference  is  delayed 
until  the  claims  of  the  Government  of  the 
French  Republic  against  the  Royal  Niger 
Company  and  the  coimterclaim  of  the 
company  against  France  are  first 
adjusted. 

•The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 
TO  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston)  (for  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  question  of 
the  terms  on  which  this  question  and 
other  claims  arising  out  of  events  in 
West  Africa  could  be  submitted  to  arbi- 
tration is  still  under  the  consideration  of 
the  two  Governments. 
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Mr.  HEDDEEWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
Will  the  Government  reconsider  the  ques- 
tion of  making  an  advance  to  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  slain  officers? 

♦Mr.  HANBURV:  I  know  nothing 
about  the  matter. 

CANCER-LAllORATOKY  AT  BUFFALO, 
U.S.A.  —  PROPOSED  ROYAL  COM- 
MISSION. 

Sir  CHAELES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  cancer  in  the  State  of  New 
York  has  induced  the  Legislature  of  that 
State  to  endow  a  lahoratory  at  Buffalo 
for  the  study  of  that  disease  ;  and  if  he 
will  request  the  British  Embassy  at 
Washington  to  procure  copies  of  any 
official  reports  on  the  subject  of  the  insti- 1 
tution  of  that  State  laboratory  and  its ' 
working.  '  ' 

*The  president  of  ihe  BOARD  ' 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) , 
(for  Mr.  Bkodrick)  :  The  attention  of  | 
the  Foreign  Office  has  not  previously  been  i 
called  to  this  fact,  but  I  shall  have  much  [ 
pleasure  in  procuring  the  desired  infor- , 
mation  from  Her  Majesty's  Embassy  at 
Washington. 

Sir  CHAEUiS  CAMERON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  deaths  registered  as  from  cancer  per 
million  of  the  population  of  the  United 
Kingdom  has  within  the  past  thirty  years 
more  than  doubled ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  increase,  he  will  consider  the 
expediency  of  appointing  a  Commission 
to  inquire  into  the  subject,  for  the  pur- 
pose, if  possible,  of  devising  some  means 
wherebpr  the  fim[uency  of  the  disease  may 
be  diminished. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.):  My  right  hon. 
friend  wishes  me  to  say  l^t  the  attenticm 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  been 
called  to  the  large  increase  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  cancer.  They  have,  as 
opportunity  has  arisen,  caused  scientilic 
research  to  be  made  into  the  natural 
history  and  causes  of  cancer ;  but  I  am 
advised  that,  in  the  present  state  of  know- 
ledge on  the  subject,  no  useful  purpose 


would  be  likely  to  be  ser\'ed  hy  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Royal  Commission  wim. 
regard  to  it. 

TRANSVAAL  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devon,  South  Mol- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if  he  can  state  approxi- 
mately what  number  of  Uitlanders  in  the 
South  African  Republic  have  the  right  to 
exercise  the  franchise  now.  and  what 
number  would  have  it  presuming  the  con- 
ditions were  the  same  as  in  the  Orange- 
Free  State ;  and  if  he  could  state  what 
number  would  recei^'e  it  within  a  reason- 
able time  under  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  pro- 
posals, and  how  this  would  compare  with, 
the  latest  proposals  of  President  Kruger. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,. 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  do  not  know  the 
number  of  Uitlanders  in  the  South 
African  Republic  now  entitled  to  exercise 
the  franchise.  In  reply  to  the  othOT^ 
questions,  I  have  received  the  following 
telegram  from  Sir  A.  Milner : 

"  8tli  July.  No.  4.— Your  telegrams  of  SStb 
June  and  Tth  July,  No.  2,  relial>le  Htatistica 
are  unobtainable.  Only  roughest  possible 
estimates  can  be  given.  Briti^  Agent  is 
South  African  Republic  has  obtainecL  tbrongb 
Vice-Consul  at  Jonanneaburg  eatimate  on  tw» 
«if  the  points  raieed  (Ttwo),  Tiz. :  (1)  What- 
number  would  hare  franchise  preanraing  con- 
ditions 5ianie  as  in  Orange  Free  State  ?■ 
Answer ;  approximately  44,000.  {2}  "What 
nniiiber  would  receive  it  in  a  reasonable  time 
under  my  proposal  ?  Answer :  highest  ap- 
proximate  estimate  is  33,000.  I  do  not  know 
now  these  figures  are  arrived  at.  But  I  hav» 
myself  gone  somewhat  elaborately  into  figurea. 
using  such  scanty  official  materia]  as  exista^ 
and  taking  account  of  proportion  of  persons- 
under  age  to  those  of  full  age  in  different 
classes  of  population,  average  death  rate,  etc.. 
using  all  the  statistical  data  I  can  get,  ana 
bearing  in  mind  extremely  fluctuating  natun- 
of  popQlation,  especially  miners,  think  thl^ 
male  Uitlanders  of  full  age  domiciled  in 
country  for  five  years  do  not  mnch  exceed 
30,000.  But,  of  course,  many  do  not  poeeesa 
property  or  income  qualification,  and  of  those 
who  do  a  certain  number  would  not  desire  U> 
become  citiz<>ns  of  South  African  Republic  1 
believe,  even  if  conditions  of  admisrion  wen 
as  liberal  as  possible,  not  more  than  two-thitd» 
of  number  become  citizens  immediately.  Twfr 
independent  estimates  I  have  heard  of  from 
well-informed  persons  familiar  with  condidona 
in  Transvaal  put  number  at  about  16,000,  but 
I  do  not  know  basis  of  their  calculation.  As 
regards  President's  scheme,  in  its  original 
form  it  would  have  admitted  rvry  few  people- 
indeed  at  once— I  think  about  1.000." 

In  a  further  telegram  received  from  ^ 
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A.  Milner,  he  reports  the  following  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Hofmeyr : 

**  I  inqnired  of  Hofmeyr  whetiier  Govern- 
ment of  South  African  Kepalilic  bad  any  idea 
how  many  Uitlandera  would  be  admitted 
under  this  or  any  sclieme.  He  replied,  esti- 
mates varied  greatly,  bnt  nobody  really  knew. 
This  was  one  reasr  n  why  proportion  of 
Uitlandcrs  to  total  neats  coald  not  be  finally 
hxed  at  ance.  It  would  be  necessary  to  wait 
and  see  how  many  obtain  franchise.  It  would 
take  six  Diontlis  at  lea^t  to  complete  lists. 
Election  could  not  be  held  lUl  next  year.  He 
had  advised  four  new  seats  for  mining  districts 
at  once ;  this  was  what  Executive  Council 
intended  to  grant.  General  scheme  of  redis- , 
tribnUon  would  be  postponed  till  later." 

Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Ruah- 
clifTe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  any  communica- ' 
tions  have  been  made  to  the  responsible 
Ministers  of  the  self-governing  Colonies  of 
the  Cape  and  Natal  with  respect  to  the  des- 
patch by  the  Grovernment  of  special  service 
officers  to  South  Africa  to  organise  the 
residents  as  well  as  the  police  and  local 
forces;  whether  any  replies  have  been 
received  to  such  communications;  and 
whether  such  communications  and  replies 
will  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No,  Sir; 
no  such  communications  have  been  made. 

Mk.  DAVITT:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  whether  he  will  present 
more  Papers  with  regard  to  the  Transvaal 
to  the  H^use  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Well,  Sir, 
I  am  very  much  in  the  hands  of  the 
House  with  regard  to  the  matter.  I  do 
not  think  that  there  is  any  reason  against 
the  presentation  of  the  Papers  now,  but 
at  the  same  time  the  matter  is  not  con- 
cluded, and  any  Papers  that  (»>uld  be 
printed  would  be  incomplete,  and  would 
not  add  much  to  the  information  already 
in  the  possession  of  the  House.  But  if  it 
is  desired,  I  could  easily  present  Papers  at 
once  as  to  the  suzerainty  which  have  been 
published  already  in  the  Green  Book  of 
the  Transvaal,  and  also  the  Papers  with  a 
full  MMsount  of  the  Conference  at  Bloem- 
foatein,  which  are  now  rath^  out  of  date 
in  consequence  of  subsequent  proposals. 

Sir  HENRY  CAMPBELL-BANNER- 
&IAN  (Stirling  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  can  give  the  House  any  infor- 
mation as  to  the  position  of  affairs  in 
South  Africa. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN;  At  the- 
Conference  at  Bloemfontein  proposals 
were  made  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner  and 
President  Kruger  respectively  as  to^- 
the  enfranchisement  of  aliens  in  the  South 
African  Republic.  Sir  Alfred  Milner  re- 
garded the  President's  proposals  as  alto- 
gether inadequate  to  meet  the  case,  and 
the  Conference  broke  up.  Since  the 
Conference  there  have  been  private  and 
unofficial  discussions  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  South  African  Republic  and 
Mr.  Hofmeyr,  Mr.  Herholdt,  one  of  the 
Cape  Ministers, and  Mr.  f'ischer,  a  Member 
of  the  Executive  of  the  Orange  Free 
State,  which  have  resulted  in  new  fran- 
chise proposals  being  submitted  by  Presi- 
dent Kruger  to  the  First  Volksraad  of  the 
South  African  Republic  Sir  Alfred  Mil- 
ner's  proposals  were,  briefly,  franchise 
after  five  years,  retrospective.  Under  tie 
President's  original  proposals  not  a  single 
Uitlander  would  get  the  franchise  imme- 
diately. Those  who  came  in  befoi'e  1890 
would  get  it  in  two  and  a  half  years. 
Others  already  resident  fortwo  years  would 
have  to  wait  iive  years  longer.  Those  com 
ing  in  in  future  would  have  to  wait  seven 
and  a  half  years.  All  wouldhave  to  undergo  ■ 
the  objectionable  naturalisation  period. 
Under  the  latest  proposab  the  naturalisa- 
tion period  is  removed.  Those  who  came 
in  before  1890  get  the  franchise  at  once^ 
and  those  who  came  in  in  1890  and  sub- 
sequent years  get  it  as  soon  as  they  have 
completed  nine  years'  residence.  There 
will  thus  be  a  small  immediate  enfran- 
chisement of  aliens  who  are  already  resi- 
dent in  the  country,  and  additions  will 
be  made  each  year  until  five  years  from 
the  passing  of  the  Act,  when  all  aliens 
who  have  been  seven  years  in  the  country 
at  that  time,  and  who  possess  the  con- 
ditions, may  be  enfranchised.  New- 
(Kimers  will  be  entitled  to  the  franchise 
seven  years  after  they  have  given  written 
notice  of  their  desire  to  become  burghers 
of  the  State.  The  number  of  members 
allotted  to  the  Gold  Fields  will  be  increased 
by  four.  In  the  absence  of  fuller  informa- 
tion it  is  impossible  to  be  absolutely 
certain  of  the  practical  effect  of  the 
whole  scheme.  So  far  as  we  are  able  to 
judge  from  the  information  before  us  the 
new  scheme  will  have  no  immediate  effect 
on  the  representation  in  the  First  Volks- 
raad of  the  alien  population  ;  it  is  not  cer- 
tain that  they  could  carry  any  of  the  seat» 
allotted  to  the  Rand  until  a  much  later 
period. 
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RAILWAY  TIME  TABLES. 
Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS :  I  bee  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  railway  companies 
usually  make,  on  the  ■  let  July  and  at 
other  periods  of  the  year,  great  and  wide- 
spread changes  in  the  running  of  their 
passenger  trains;  that  on  the  Ist  July  last 
It  was  not  possible  to  obtain  in  many 
cases  any  official  notification  of  these 
-changes  on  the  part  of  the  railway  com- 
panies ;  and  that,  in  some  eases,  the  time 
tables  were  not  obtainable  before  Mon- 
day 3rd  and  Tuesday  4th  July ;  and 
whether  he  will  represent  to  the  railway 
companies  the  ^reat  public  inconvenience 
caused  by  this  belated  publication  of 
their  time  tables,  and  urge  upon  them 
the  necessity  of  reasonably  early  official 
notification  of  changes  in  their  passenger 
services. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  am  not  myself  aware 
of  the  circumstances  referred  to  in  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  but 
if  they  are  correctly  described  they  must 
lead  to  a  large  amount  of  inconvenience. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  communicate  with  the 
railway  companies  on  the  subject,  and 
will  inform  the  hon.  Gentleman  of  the 
result. 

INSPECTORS  OF  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  has  appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Von  Donop,  R.E.,  to 
be  an  inspector  of  railways ;  whether 
only  military  men  are  selected  for  such 
posts ;  and  are  all  civilians  excluded  from 
the  railway  inspectorate. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  answer  to  the 
first  question  is  yes.  The  inspectors  of 
railways  have  hitherto  been  selected  from 
the  corps  of  Royal  Engineers.  The  sub- 
inspectors  are  civilians. 

TITHE  KENT-CHAKGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby- 
shire, Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  if  he 
can  state  the  amount  of  the  sum  to  be 
deducted  in  each  case  from  the  amount 
payable  to  the  Counties  of  Warwick 
and  Derby,  and  from  the  county 
boroughs  of  Birmingham  and  Derby  out 
of  the  Local  Taxation  grant  to  provide 
the  £87,000  to  be  taken  from  the  grant 
under  the  Tithe  Ren^Cha^ge  (Rates) 
fiill. 
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'    'The  president  of  the  BOARD 

OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  The  share  of  the 
counties  and  county  boroughs  named  in 
a  sum  of  £87,000  distributed  in  the  pro- 
portion of  what  are  known  as  the  "  dis- 
continued grants  "  would  amount  to  £91 1, 
£1,070,  £1,276,  and  £202  respectively. 


PREACHINC;  AT 
CAMPDEN. 


CHIPPING 


I    Mr.  PEBKS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
I  tary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
I  whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
!  the  case  of  a  Wesleyan  Methodist  lay 
!  evangelist  employed  under  the  direction 
I  of   the    Wesleyan    Conference,  named 
'  R.  M.  Redward,who  was  summoned  before 
the  Chipping  Campden  magistrates  on  the 
'  4th  July  for  infringing  a  bye-law  of  the 
'  Gloucestershire     County     Council  by 
preaching  in  the  village  of  Campden,  at 
a  spot  where  preaching  has  been  permitted 
,  for  many  generations;    whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  summons  was  granted  by 
I  Canon  Bourne,  the  resident  clergyman  m 
'  the  Church  of  England,  at  the  instance  of 
\  one  of  his  parishioners ;  that  the  Rev. 
Canon  Bourne  sat  upon  the   bench  to 
judge  the  case ;   and  that,   upon  an 
!  adjournment  being  asked  by  the  evange- 
I  list  in  order  to  secure  le^al  assistance, 
i  and  without  hearing  the  evidence,  Canon 
I  Bourne  described  the  Wesleyan  evange- 
j  hst  as  a  street  brawler ;  and  whether,  under 
'  such  circumstances,  he  will  advise  the 
!  reverend  magistrate  not  to  adjudicate 
upon  a  case  in  which  he  is  interested  and 
'  which  he  has  so  prejudged. 

I  *Thk  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
,  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
j  White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
{  I  have  no  knowledge  of  these  circum- 
I  stances  except  what  is  conveyed  in  the 
question;  but  on  the  facts  as  there  stated 
,  I  should  not  consider  it  consistent  with 
my  duty  to  interfere  by  adnce  or 
!  otherwise. 

'  Mr.  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
I  Seld) :  \\'ill  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
'  make  inquiries  as  to  whether  the  state- 

i  ment  is  correct  ? 

I  *SiR  AL  WHITE  RIDLEY :  I  have  no 
I  means  of  enforcing  advice,  if  I  offer  any. 

1  Mr.  PERKS:  Will  the  right  hon. 
'  Gentleman  kindly  intiuire  whether  in  a 
:  neighbouring  panah  a  clergyman,  who  is 
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accompanied  by  a  large  choir,  preaches  out  ^  Committee,  the  practice  will  be  discon- 


of  doors  1 

PORTSLADE   URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  he  has  received  a  petition 
from  some  ratepayers  of  Portslade-by-the- 
Sea  making  serious  charges  against  the 
Portslade  Urban  District  Council  j  and 
whether  he  will  order  an  inquiry  to  be 
miade  into  the  alleged  irregularities. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  The  petition 
referred  to,  which  was  signed  by  only 
two  ratepayers,  has  been  received.  The 
alleged  irregularities  do  not  relate  to 
matters  respecting  which  the  Local 
Government  Board  are  empowered  to 
order  an  inquiry.  Some  of  them  might 
be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  dis- 
trict auditor  at  the  audit,  and  I  am 
pointing  this  out  to  the  petitioners. 

STATIONERY    OFFICE  CONTRACTS- 
THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 

Mr.  woods  (Essex,  Walthamstow) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury whether  he  can  state  what  is  the 
usual  custom  of  giving  out  contracts  by 
Her  Majesty's  Stationery  Office,  whether 
it  rests  entirely  with  the  Controller,  or 
whether  they  are  issued  jointly  by  the 
Controller  and  the  Treasury  officials. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston) :  Ordinary 
contracts  given  by  Her  Majesty's 
Stationery  Office  are  entered  into  by 
the  Controller  on  his  own  responsibility, 
but  contracts  of  an  exceptional  chai'acter 
are  not  granted  without  previous  com- 
munication with  the  Financial  Secretary 
to  the  Treasuty.  I  take  the  whole 
responsibilityj  for  instance,  for  the  Hansard 
CfHitract,  which  the  hon.  Member  probably 
has  in  his  mind. 

LIVERPOOL  EXCHANGE  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  STOCK  (Liverpool,  Walton):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General, 
whether  at  the  post  office  at  the  Liver- 
pool Exchange  six  telegraphists  who  are 
engaged  upon  counter  duties  each  perform 
twenty-six  weeks  of  split  duties  annually ; 
and,  whether,  in  view  of  the  condemna- 
tion of  these  duties  by  the  Tweedmouth 


tinued  at  this  office. 

Mr.  HANBUKY:  At  the  Liverpool 
Exchange  office  ten  sorting  clerks  and 
telegraiMiists  are  employed  upon  a  split 
duty  in  alternate  weeks.  In  May  last 
they  were  given  the  option  of  returning 
to  the  head  office,  but  only  four  out  of 
the  ten  availed  themselves  of  the  olfer, 
and  the  vacancies  they  created  were 
readily  filled  by  other  officers.  The 
Tweedmouth  Committee  recommended 
that  where  split  duties  are  found  to  be 
I  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  service 
;  they  should  be  so  arranged  that  the 
officers  performing  them  should  enjoy 
during  each  twenty-four  hours  nine  clear 
unbroken  hours  at  home.  In  the  present 
instance  the  split  duties  are  necessary  in 
the  interest  of  the  service,  and  the 
officers  performing  them  enjoy  during 
each  twenty-four  hours  upwards  of  twelve 
hours'  continuous  rest,  and  have  an  un- 
broken eight  honrs'  duty  every  alternate 
week.  It  has  been  found  practicable  to 
arrange  that  during  the  stunmer  months 
the  ten  officers  shall  be  employed  on  a 
split  duty  only  once  in  four  or  five  weeks 
instead  of  in  alternate  weeks. 

IRISH   GLEBE  LOANS. 

Mr.  M'GHEE  (Louth,  S.) :  I  bee  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  what  are 
the  exceptional  expenses  connected  with 
the  service  of  glebe  loans  ;  whether  he 
can  give  the  figures  of  special  expenses  in 
connection  with  these  loans  ;  and  what 
is  the  gross  annual  profit  arising  from 
glebe  loans  at  present. 

Mr.  H-VNBURY  :  It  is  not  possible  to 
give  within  the  limits  of  an  answer  to  a 
question  full  particulars  of  the  expenses 
connected  with  a  loan  from  the  Local 
Loans  Fund ;  but  they  include  the  sur- 
veying, legal,  and  clerical  work  prior  to 
the  issue  of  a  loan,  and  the  clerical  and 
other  expenses  of  obtaining  repayment  of 
instalments  and  keeping  accounts  of  the 
loan.  None  of  these  items  depend  on  the 
amount  of  the  loan,  ami  their  cost  is 
therefore  proportionately  least  on  loans 
for  small  amounts,  such  as  glebe  loans  are 
when  compared  with  the  bulk  of  public 
loans.  It  is  impossible  to  state  the  pre- 
cise expenses  connected  with  a  particular 
small  group  of  loans :  but  there  is  no 
reason  to  conclude  that  glel>e  loans  are  a 
source  of  profit  to  the  loans  fund. 
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INSANITARY  POST  OFFICE  BUILDINtJS 
IN  E.C.  DlSTiUCT,  LONDON, 

^  Mr.  MADDISON  :  I  bog  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster-General,  whether,  on  1 9th 
August^  1897,  the  staff  of  the  Eastern 
Central  District,  London,  submitted  a 
petition,  part  of  which  diew  attention  to 
the  insanitary  nature  of  the  post  office 
buildings  in  that  district.  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  staff  are  now  compelled  to 
eat  their  food  in  underground  ceOars,  and 
in  some  cases  the  conveniences  are  practi- 
cally in  the  same  cojnpartment ;  and 
whether  a  searching  inquiry  will  I>e  made 
into  the  sanitary  arrangements  at  Grace- 
church  Street,  Great  Tower  Street,  and 
Lombard  Street  Post  Offices. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  petition  re- 
ferred to  was  dated  the  19th  of  August, 
1898,  not  1897.  A  branch  post  office  in 
the  City  or  Eastern  Central  District 
usually  consists  of  a  ground  floor  and 
basement,  the  cloak  and  dining  ■  rooms 
being  on  the  basement.  Necessarily  these 
are  sometimes  nearer  to  the  lavoratory 
than  can  be  arranged  in  less  crowded 
localities.  The  office  in  Gracechurch 
Street  is  being  enlarged  and  the  sanitan' 
arrangements  improved.  There  is  no  good 
ground  for  complaint  against  the  office  in 
Great  Tower  Street  ;  and  the  sanitary 
arrangements  at  the  Lombard  Street 
office  are  about  to  be  improved.  The 
branch  post  offices  in  the  City  are  under 
constant  inspection,  and  any  complaint 
affecting  ventilation  or  sanitation  would 
receive  attention  at  once. 

TELEGRAPH  OFFICES  IN  SCOTTISH 
CONOESTEO  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 

Advocate  if  he  will  state  the  maximum 

annual  liability  incurred  by  the  Congested 

Districts  Board  up  to  the  present  time  in 

providingguarantees  fortelegraph  offices  in 

the  congested  area,  and  the  total  number  of 

telegraph  extensions  thus  secured  through 

the  assistance  of  the  Board. 

*The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  am 
informed  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  that  out'  of  eighteen  applications 
for  telegraphic  extensions  they  have 
offered  uieir  published  terms  of  help  in 
twelve  cases.  The  maximum  liability  for 
the  twelve  is  £184  5s.,  but  the  Board  are 
not  yet  in  a  position  to  say  in  how  many 
of  these  approved  cases  the  parish 
councils  will  accept  their  offer. 


PORTNAGURAN  HARBOUR. 


Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  I^ord 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
a    harbour    is     urgently    needed  at 
Portnaguran,    Broad    Bay,    Island  of 
Lewis,  and  that  the   estimated  cost, 
about  £30,000,  is  greatly  in  excess  of 
any  sum  which  the  Congested  Districta 
Board  can  give,  will  the  Secretary  for 
I  Scotland  consider   the    expediency  of 
;  making  application  to  the  Treasury  for 
!  a  special  grant  for  the  construction  of  this 
I  harbour  in  order  that  effect  may  be  given 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Walpole 
Commission  of  1891. 

*Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  Coa- 
sidering  the  requirements  of  Broad  Bay 
in  proportion  to  those  of  other  parts  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  considering  also  the 
liberal  grants  which  have  recently  been 
made  for  works  in  Lewis,  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  does  not  feel  at  present  that 
he  can  recommend  the  Treasury  to  em- 
bark on  any  such  costly  work  as  Port- 
naguran Harbour.  The  T^%asury  have 
I  refused  to  consider  graats  unless  two- 
thirds  of  the  estimate  is  provided  locally. 

SCOTTISH  FISHERY  CRiriSEKS. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board 
will  ascertain  from  the  commanders  of 
the  Board's  cruisers  the  number  of  days' 
I  leave  of  absence  granted  to  the  crew  of 
I  each  cruiser  during  the  year  1898. 

!  *Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  I  have 
j  already  informed  the  hon.  Member  that 
I  the  amount  of  leave  is  a  matter  which 
I  rests  entirely  with  the  discretion  of  the 
1  commander.  In  these  circumstances  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  does  not  propose 
to  ask  for  the  information  in  question. 

BEE-KEEPING  IN  ROSS-SHIRE. 
Mr.  ^\^IR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  at  what  places 
in  Ross-shire  efforts  have  been  made  to 
find  properly  qualified  persons  to  take  an 
interest  in  bee-keeping :  and  will  he  state 
whether  any  fully-equipped  hives,  such  as 
have  been  sent  to  the  Island  of  Coll,  have 
been  offered  to  townships  in  the  congested 
area  of  Ross-shire. 

*Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  The 
Congested  Districts  Board  has  to  the  best 
of  its  ability  communicated  with  the 
various  congested  districts  through  the 
assistance  of  various  persons.  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  state  categorically  what 
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«xact  places  in  Ross-shire  have  twen  ap- 
proached as  regards  bee-keeping,  which 
after  all  is  only  one  of  the  many  objects 
to  vhicfa  the  efforts  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  are  directed.  If  the  hon. 
Member  is  an  are  of  any  persons  in  Ross- 
shire  qualified  to  keep  bees  he  will  do 
well  to  suggest  to  them  to  make  applica- 
tion to  toe  Congested  Districts  Board, 
when  their  request  shall  have  most  careful 
attention. 

PRIVATE  LEGISLATION   PROCEDUKE  | 
(SCOTLAND)   BILL.  | 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Al>enieen  -  i 
shire,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  | 
Advocate  whether,  in  view  of  the  exten- ' 
flive  alterations  in  the  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill,  it  wifi  be  re-  \ 
printed  before  the  Third  Reading.  j 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  Bills  ■ 
are  never  reprinted  for  Third  Reading. 
As  soon  as  the  Third  Reading  is  taken  of  , 
the  Bill  it  will  be  reprinted  at  once  for  j 
introduction  in  another  place.  As  a  < 
matter  of  fact,  the  changes  on  the  Report 
stage  were  not  extensive.  j 

STRABANE   TOWN  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  Town  .  Commis- 
sioners of  Strabane  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  of  Ireland,  in  which  complaint 
is  made  that  the  town  of  Strabane  is 
included  in  the  area  of  charge  for  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  abortive  scheme 
lor  supplying  the  districts  of  Sion  and 
BaU}rfafton  vrith  water;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  in 
his  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  stated 
that  the  subject  would  receive  the 
attention  of  the  Board,  although,  previous 
to  writing  the  said  letter  and  after  re- 
•ceiving  the  said  complaint  of  the  Com- 
missioners, a  sealed  Order  had  actually 
been  issued  to  the  District  Council  of 
Strabane  including  Strabane  in  the  area 
•of  cha^e ;  and  whether  he  will  inquire 
into  the  matter  with  a  view  to  reToking 
the  sealed  Order  on  being  satisfied  of  ite 
injustice. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Oentral):  It  is  true  that  the  .Town 
Commissioners  of  Strabane  have  com- 
pUdned  of  the  inclusion  of  the  town  in 


the  area  of  charge  referred  to.  The  facts 
are  as  stated  in  the  second  paragraph. 
This  case,  and  others  of  the  same  kind, 
are  at  present  under  consideration  by  the 
Government. 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  Has  not  a  competent 
le^l  authority  in  Ireland  stated  that 
this  order  is  illegal  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  have  heard  so. 

IRISH   DISPENSARY  DOCTORS- 
HOLIDAYS. 

Mr.  young  (Cavan,  E.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant for  Ireland  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
of  Ireland  to  apply  Section  58,  Sub- 
section ( 2),  of  the  Local  Gk>vernment  (Ire- 
land) Act,  in  respect  of  the  salaries  of 
medical  practitioners  who  act  as  locum 
teams  during  the  annual  vacation  of  each 
dispensary  officer,  in  order  that  a  recoup- 
ment of  one-half  of  those  salaries  may  be 
received  in  same  maimer  as  half  the 
salaries  of  the  permanent  medical  officers 
is  recouped. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  reply  to 
this  question  is  in  the  negative.  It  has 
never  hitherto  been  the  practice  to  allow 
recoupment  in  respect  of  the  remunera- 
tion paid  to  a  person  employed  as  Imim 
tenem  for  a  medical  officer  when  on  leave 
of  absence. 

WICKLOW  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  has  received  from  the  School  Attend- 
ance Committee  of  Wicklow  a  resolution, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  present 
method  of  fining  the  parents  or  guardians 
is  ineffective,  and  in  many  cases  unjust ; 
and  whether  he  is  aware  that  some  dis- 
pensary medical  officers  refuse  to  give 
certificates  without  fee  of  a  child's  in- 
ability to  attend  school  on  account  of 
illness,  and  whether  such  demand  for  fees 
is  legal  ;  and^  if  so,  whether  he  would 
propose  some  measure  whereby  the  at- 
tendance of  children  at  school  would  be 
secured  without  expense  to  the  parents. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  reply  to 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  question  is  in 
the  affirmative.  I  understand  certain 
dispensary  doctors  havc^  in  some  in- 
stances, refused  to  give  certificates  without 
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receiving  fees.  I  am  advised  that  their 
action  in  this  respect  is  not  illej»l,  but  the 
parents  are  entitled  to  prove  ^e  fact  of 
the  illness  of  the  chihl  by  luiy  other 
evidence  they  can  produce.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  give  an  answer  to  the  con- 
cluding portion  of  the  second  paragraph 
without  further  consideration. 

WICKLOW   HARBOUR  LOANS. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  he  aware  that 
when  a  loan  of  money  was  required  to 
improve  the  harbour  of  Wicluow,  the 
loan  was  granted  on  condition  that  the 
baronies  of  Arklow,  North  Ballinacor, 
South  Ballinacor,  and  Newcastle  should 
join  in  a  guarantee  to  secure  repayment 
of  the  loan  ;  and  that,  in  consideration  of 
this  guarantee,  the  aforenamed  baronies 
were  given  a  representation  on  the 
Wicklow  Harbour  Board  of  eight 
members ;  and  will  he  explain  on  what 
grounds  that  representation  has  been  re- 
duced from  eight  to  two  members. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  baronies 
liable  for  repayment  of  the  loan  due  in 
respect  of  the  improvement  of  Wicklow 
Harbour  are  five  in  numlwr,  namely,  the 
four  mentioned  in  the  question  and  the 
barony  of  Shillelagh,  which  is  not  men- 
tioned, and  these  five  baronies  had  for- 
merly ten  representatives  on  the  Harbour 
Board.  By  virtue  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  of  last  year,  the  representation 
of  the  five  baronies  was  transferred  to  the 
three  rural  districts  of  Kathdrum,  Shille- 
lagh, and  Baltinglass  No.  1,  which  com- 
prise the  guaranteeing  baronies.  Under 
the  adaptations  contained  in  Articles  3 
and  44  of  the  Adaptation  of  Enactments 
Order  of  30th  Januarv,  1 899,  made  under 
Section  105  of  the  Act,  the  number  of 
representatives  from  each  district  council 
1>ecame  two.  Hence  the  Imronies  will,  in 
future,  have  six  representatives  on  the 
Harbour  Board  instead  of  ten  as  pre- 
viously. I 

BUSINESS  OF  IHE  HOUSE— SCOTTISH 
SUPPLY. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 
will  give  an  early  place  to  the  Fishery 
Board  Vote  amongst  the  Scotch  Estimates 
to  be  considered  on  Friday. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  (Lanarkshire, 
Partick) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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put  the  Vote  for  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
in  a  prominent  place,  as  important  ques- 
tions of  admim'strations  will  be  raised  1 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balpour,  Manchester, 
,  E.) :  As  at  present  advised  I  think  it  will 
I  be  convenient  to  put  the  Vote  for  the 
I  Secretary  for  Scotland  first  on  Friday, 
'  the  remainder  of  the  Education  Vote 
second,  and  the  Fisheries  Vote  third,  but 
that  arrangement  may  be  regarded  as 
subject  to  any  possible  alteration,  if  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  any  large 
section  of  Scottish  Members  desire  a  dif- 
ferent arrangement. 

Sir  C.  CAMERON:  Do  not  a  great 
number  of  Scotch  Members  wish  different 
Votes  brought  on  first?  In  that  case, 
would  not  the  simpler  plan  be  to  take 
the  Votes  in  their  consecutive  order  ? 

(No  answer  was  given.) 


TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BU.U 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1 : — 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  first  Amend- 
ment standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Carnarvon  turns  on 
another  Amendment  on  which  it  can  be 
better  discussed.  The  second  is  out  of 
order ;  the  subject  matter  of  the  third 
has  already  been  settled ;  the  fotuth  is 
beyond  the  scope  of  the  Bill ;  and  the 
fifth  should  come  in  the  definition  clause. 
The  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Flint  Boroughs  should  l>e  raised  as  a  new 
clause  at  the  end  of  the  Bill,  while  with 
regard  to  the  Amendments  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid-Glamorgan  the  first 
should  come  in  the  definition  clause ;  the 
second  has  been  settled,  and  I  mil  on  him 
to  move  the  third. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan, 
Mid.) :  On  a  point  of  order,  the  last  words 
put  from  the  Chair  last  night  were 
"  attached  to."  May  I  suggest  that  my 
Amendment  to  insert  after  the  word 
"  benefice  "  words  "  at  the  date  <rf  the 
passing  of  the  Act,"  could  be  more  con- 
veniently taken  now  than  the  one  you 
have  called  on  me  to  move. 
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Mr.  lewis  (Flint  Boroughs)  :  There 
certainly  was  an  understanding  last  night 
that  my  Amendment  should  be  preserved. 

*TheCHAIRMAN  :  I  know  nothing  of 
any  such  understanding.  The  question 
settled  last  night  turned  on  the  matter 
of  time.  I  cannot  take  the  hon.  Member's 
Amendment  out  of  its  place.  It  is  at  the 
bottom  of  the  next  page,  and  I  cannot 
jump  it  over  the  others.  It  will  be  taken 
in  its  proper  order.  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Memmr  for  Mid  Qlamorgan  to  more  the 
third  of  his  Amendments. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS :  Very  weU, 
Sir.  I  now  propose  to  move  to  insert 
i^ter  "benefice"  the  words  "to  which 
such  owner  may  be  presented  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act."  The  reason  for  this 
IS  pretty  obvious,  and  the  Amendment 
therefore  requires  no  lengthened  explana- 
tion. The  present  owners  of  tithe 
rent-charge  attached  to  benefices  took 
the  benefices  with  full  knowledge  of  what 
the  case  was.  We  have  been  told  that 
since  1883  the  income  derivable  from 
tithe  rent-charge  attached  to  benefices  has 
been  going  steadily  down  in  common  with 
other  agricultural  values.  If  that  wa»  so 
nobody  who  was  presented  to  a  living , 
after  1883  and  up  to  the  present  time 
was  presented  to  that  living  with  any 
of  the  facts  left  in  darkness.  He  must 
have  been  well  aware  of  the  condition  of 
things.  It  is  said  that  tithe  rent-charge 
has  fallen  from  par  value  to  £67.  That 
is  true,  but  any  incumbent  presented  to  a 
living  last  year  knew  at  the  time  what 
income  he  was  to  expect,  and  what  was 
the  exact  value  of  the  tithe,  as  well  as  what 
deductions  it  would  be  subjected  to. 
He  knew,  in  fact,  how  much  he  would  re- 
ceive for  the  performance  of  divine  service. 
If  he  were  content  to  be  inducted  on 
those  conditions  and  to  undertake  the  obli- 
gations of  the  position,  he  has  now  no  right 
whatever  to  complain.  I  propose  by  the 
insertion  of  these  words  that  if  it  is  a 
question  of  altering  the  rating  law,  as  was 
suggested  yesterday,  the  law  should  be 
altered  as  m>m  the  present  time,  and  that 
those  who  accepted  their  benefices  under 
the  old  law,  having  no  reason  to  c6mplain, 
should  be  excluded  from  the  operation  of 
the  Bill.  I  am  aware  that  one  result  of 
the  carrying  of  the  Amendment  would  be 
that  those  clergjonen  who  have  been  com- 
plaining of  reduced  incomes  during  the 
last  ten  or  fifteen  years  will  not  benefit  at 
all,  but  that  is  no  valid  reason  against  the 


Amendment  if  the  Bill  is  put  merely  on 
the  ground  of  justice. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  I,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  benefice,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  to  which  such  owner  may 
be  presented  after  the  paseinft  of  this  Act.'" 
— [Mr.  Samuel  Evan*.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words- ■ 
be  there  inserted." 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  {Mr.  Lono,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  This  Amendment 
strikes  me,  I  confess,  as  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  of  many  remarkable 
Amendments.  Here  is  a  suggestion 
that  any  alteration  we  may  make 
in  the  incidence  of  tithe  rent-charge  shall 
apply  only  to  owners  inducted  alter  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  and  it  is  supported  on 
the  ground  that  the  gentlemen  now  in 
occupation  accepted  their  benefices  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  responsibilities  and 
liabilities  attached  thereto.  The  hon. 
Member  quoted  the  case  of  an  incum- 
bent presented  last  year.  I  am  l>ound 
to  say  I  think  that  of  all  in- 
cumbents entitled  to  expect  that  this 
burden  would  be  removed  one  very 
recently  presented  would  have  the  prior 
claim.  And  why  1  For  a  long  time  the 
only  political  party  which  gave  any 
cordial  support  to  the  proposals  for  a  re- 
form of  local  taxation  was  the  party 
sitting  on  these  benches but  a  great 
change  has  come  over  the  scene  within 
the  last  few  months.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  have  recently  declared  that  the 
injustice  of  the  clerg}''s  position  is  intoler- 
able and  ought  to  be  removed.  (Opposi- 
tion cries  of  "No.")  Hon.  Gentlemen- 
say  "  No,"  but  the  Committee  will  remem- 
ber that  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  session 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  on  a  Debate 
dealing  with  old-age  pensions,  twitted  the 
Grovernment  with  non-fulfilment  of  their 
promises,  and  based  the  charges  on  a 
circular  issued  by  a  political  association 
of  Birmingham.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man held  that  this  circular  had  l)een 
issued  in  the  name  of  our  Party — the 
Unionist  Party. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  correct  the 
right  non.  Gentleman.  It  was  the 
I^ral  Unionist  Party. 
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Mr.  long  :    It  is   unnecessary  to 
-distinguish  between  the  two — the  Liberal 
Unionist  and  the  Conservative  Party — 
where  the  responsibility  for  promises 
made  by  either  section  of  the  party  is 

■  concerned.    For   my   part   I   will  not 

■  attempt  to  evade  the  responsibility  under- 
taken by  the  circular  because  it  was 

,  issued  by  a  section  of  the  Unionist  party. 

.But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  blamed  the 

'Oovemment  for  not  having  redeemed 
-their  promise  after  this  circular  had  been 
isBuea  What  is  sauce  for  the  goose  is 
sauce  for  the  gander,  and,  therefore,  the 

'Oovemment  are  entitled  to  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  when  his  party 
thought  that  political  advantage  was  to 
be  gained,  and  votes  to  be  obtained,  they 
were  not  ashamed  to  issue  a  circular 
<alling  attention  to  the  injustice  of  the 
position  of  the  tithe-owning  clergy,  and 
stating  categorically  that  they  were 
unfainy  assessed  upon  their  house  and 
tithe  rent-charge,  and  that  the  grievance 
ought  to  be  remedied.  They  not  only 
mMB  abstract  references  to  the  position 
•  of  the  tithe-owning  clei^,  but  they 
invited  the  electors  to  vote  against  the 
supporter  of  the  Government,  because 
the  Government  had  not  carried  out  their 
promises  on  this  subject.  A  recent 
presentee,  therefore,  would  be  rather 
more  than  less  entitled  to  expect  that  this 
grievance  would  be  redressed,  becatise  the 
grievance  had  been  taken  up  by  not  one 
party  but  by  both.  How  would  it  be  if 
this  argument  of  the  hon.  Member  were 
made  generally  applicable  1  Suppose  it 
had  been  applied  at  the  time  of  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 
Surely  such  a  limitation  as  that  proposed 
by  the  hon.  Member  would  be  a 
bar  to  all  reform.  The  change  to  be 
effected  by  the  Bill  ought  to  apply 
equally  to  incumbents  presented  be- 
fore and  after  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  maintain 
that  DO  justification  whatever  has  been 
shown  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  his  Amendment,  and  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  reject  it  as  one  vhich,  if 
carried,  would  inflict  injustice  and  do 
injury  to  the  measure  we  ask  the  House 
to  pass. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL  BANNERMAN  : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  shown  the 
way  to  get  on  with  the  Bill  in  Committee. 
It  is  a  nice  beginning  of  a  quiet  evening 


to  be  devoted  to  discussing  the  intricate 
details  of  this  short  Bill.     I  do  not  know 
what  gadfly  has  stung   the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  j  but  suddenly  he  seems  to 
have  lost  his  balance.    The  speech  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made  was, 
I  should  have  thought,  '*  more  suitable  to 
the  hustings."      I  sat  in  momentary 
expectation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
being  called  to  order,  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  introduced   the  well-known 
Liberal  Unionist  leaflet  on  the  subject 
of  old-age  pensions.    I  do  not  know  at 
all  bow  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ^  it 
in,  but  the  more  he  reminds  us  of  it  the 
better  we  shall  be  pleased.    AVhat  it  has 
to  do  with  the  Amendment  I  have  not 
the  slightest  idea  ;  hut  it  was  at  least  a 
solemn  declaration  and  promise  made  by  a 
regularly  constituted  party  organisation 
in  the  Midlands.  And  when  we  find  that 
the  action  of  the  Government — in  the 
framing  of  whose  policy  that  section  of 
the  Ministerial  party  which  issued  the 
leaflet  has  evidently  a  predominant  share 
— is  not  in  accordance  with  the  promise 
it  is  only  reasonable  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact.     Against  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman     says    that   some  declara- 
tions or  promises  have  l-ieen  made  by 
Members  of  this  party  on  this  subject. 
If  any  promise  has  been  made  by  any 
member  of  the  Opposition  on  this  subject 
it  has  been  redeemed.  My  hon.  friend  who, 
in  the  excitement  of  a  by-election  in  some 
remote  village,  gave  that  promise  with  all 
the  simplicity  of  Parliamentary  youth, 
has  redeemed  his  promise  like  a  man 
The  cases  will  be  more  comparable  when 
the  Government  have  redeemed  their 
promises.    Last  night,  during  a  long  and, 
as  we  thought  on  this  side,  patiently  con- 
ducted discussion,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man displayed  all  the  qualities  which  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  a  Bill  ought  to  dis- 
play.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
reasonable  and  good-humoured,  and  he 
showed  a  great  mastery  of  his  subject. 
Until  ten  minutes  a^  I  was  preparing 
the  phrases  with  which  I  should,  if  this 
Bill  ever  passed    through  Committee, 
express  my  admiration  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  con 
ducted  it.    But  the  web  which  I  have 
been  weaving  has  been  dispelled  by  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman's  extraordinary 
ebullition.     Having    risen  merely  to 
express  my  amazement,  I  vrill  now  leave 
the  subject,  because  this  is  only  an  inter* 
lude  totally  disconnected  with  the  fill 
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itself,  or  with  the  particular  Amendment 
before  the  Committee. 


Mr.  NUSSEY  (Pontefract):  Every 
one  who  has  any  knowledge  of  the 
subject  knows  how,  before  a  clergyman 
accepts  a  living,  he  carefully  weighs  out 
every  possible  item  of  income  and  ex- 
penfliture,  and  therefore  I  cannot  under- 
stand the  grounds  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  objection  to  this  Amendment. 
Last  autumn,  when  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  were  speaking  in  the  coimtry 
we  heard  very  little  about  this  particular 
Bill,  neither  was  it  mentioned  in  the 
Queen's  Speech ;  therefore,  any  clergy- 
man who  accepted  a  benefice  six  months 
ago  could  not  have  had  an  inkling  of  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  pass  it 
before  the  end  of  this  session.  It  seems 
to  me  that  a  cler|;yman  who  accepts  a 
benefice  with  certain  tithes  and  liabilities 
attached  is  in  the  same  position  as  a 
man  who  purchases  an  estate  liable  to 
land  tax.  He  knows  the  exact  amount 
of  the  land  tax,  and  makes  allowance  for 
it  when  fixing  the  price  he  is  willing  to 
give.  As  to  the  comparison  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  drew  with  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  does  he 
forget  that  the  workmen  are  engaged  on 
a  weekly  wage  f  I  very  much  regret  the 
tone  of  the  right  hon.  (SenUeman's 
^>eecb.  The  0^>osition  appear  to  be 
moving  Amendments  in  vain,  the  (Govern- 
ment liaving  apparently  determined  to 

Ess  the  BOl  as  it  standi  so  as  to  avoid 
ving  to  devote  two  or  three  days  to  the 
Beport  Stage. 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
I  think  we  have  a  right  to  complain  of  the 
tone  of  the  speeches  opposite  with  regard 
to  my  right  hon.  friend.  Nothing  could 
be  more  mild  or  conciliatory  than  his 
speeches,  and  they  could  not  be  shorter. 
His  first  speech  on  the  Bill  only  lasted 
ten  minutes.  The  arguments  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  are  such  as  should  be 
atMressed  to  moderate  and  reasonable 
men,  and  if  to-day  he  has  departed  from 
the  judicial  tone  previously  adopted  the 
reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  attitude  of 
hon.  Members  opposite.  Their  Amend- 
ments are  so  diul  and  are  so  rarely  in 
order  that  it  is  perfectly  allowable  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  introduce  old-age 
pensioiu  by  way  of  enlivening  the  debate. 

VOL.LXXIV.  [Fourth  Seribb.] 


Moreover,  it  was  not  so  irrelevant,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  suggests,  to  deal  with  the 
Liberal  Unionists.    We  have  been  warned 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
'  for  Bodmin  that  we  shall,  as  a  result  of 
j  the  introduction  of  this  Bill,  have  to 
I  dispense  with  the  support  of  Liberal 
I  Unionists.    I  now  come  to  the  Amend- 
!  ment.    I  do  beg  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
to  meet  the  Government  on  the  ground 
they  have  chosen  for  the  Bill.  The 
ground  on  which  the  Bill  is  presented  is 
neither  charity  nor  mercy.    We  are  not 
arguing,  although  we  might  do  so  with  the 
greatest  possible  effect,  that  the  clergy- 
man is  poor  and  has  a  salary  inadequate 
to  the  work  he  is  called  upon  to  do.  We 
claim  nothing  in  charity,  and  no  com- 
passionate allowance  for  the  clergy.  The 
ground  on  which  the  Bill  is  defended  is 
that  of  justice,  and  hon.  Members  should 
put  aside  the  notion  that  the  Grovem- 
ment  are  anxious  to  make  grants  of 
money  to  their  own  friends.    Just  see 
how  this  Amendment  will  act.    The  Bill 
proposes  to  relieve  clergymen  of  the  pay- 
ment of  half  of  their  rates.   I  do  complain 
of  the  description  given  of  this  Bill.   It  is 
described  as  a  Bill  for  altering  the  system 
of  rating.    It  is  nothing  of  the  kind,  for 
that  leaves  it  where  it  was  ;  it  is  only  to 
provide  that  one-half  of  the  rates  shall 
be  paid  under  certain  circumstances.  The 
Amendment  proposes  that  the  alleviation 
represented  by  this  deduction  of  one  half 
shiall  orUy  be  given  to  clergymen  who  are 
inducted  after  the  passage  of  this  Act. 
Where  does  the  justice  of  that  come  in  ? 
Surely  an  injustice  is  not  reduced  by  the 
fact  that  a  man  has  borne  it  ten  or  fifteen 
years.   Is  it  not  rather  the  greater  ?  Of 
course  I  can  quite  understand  that  if  hon. 
Members  hold  the  view  that  this  Bill  is 
brought  forward  on  the  grounds  of  charity 
they  would  desire  to  make  the  burden  on 
theratepayersassmallas  possible.  But  that 
is  where  we  cannot  follow  them.   We  re- 
pudiate the  idea  that  this  Bill  is  based  on 
charity  or  mercy.  We  stand  solely  on  the 
ground  of  justice,  and,  if  hon.  Members 
will  only  vityr  the  Amendment  from  that 
standpoint,  I  think  they  will  see  that  it  is 
not  defensible.  Further,  if,  in  their  future 
treatment  of  the  Bill,  they  will  follow  the 
same  principle,  I  think  we  shall  have 
fewer  Amendments  brought  forward.  On 
the  groimd  of  justice  this  Amendment  is 
absurd.    It  would  give  least  where  most 
is  required. 
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Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester):  I 
am  surprised  that  the  hon.  Member  who 
last  spoke  fails  to  appreciate  the  grounds 
upon  which  this  Amendment  has  been 
moved  and  is  supported.  We  support  it 
on  the  ground  of  the  sanctity  of  contract. 
The  Conservative  party,  in  past  times, 
were  the  defenders  and  upholders  of 
sanctity  of  contract.  Here  we  have  a  con- 
tract solemnly  entered  into  by  a  large 
number  of  men  who,  from  their  very 
training  and  education,  one  would  pre- 
sume to  understand  what  was  the  nature 
of  the  contract  they  were  making  with- 
the  institution  they  were  preparing  to 
serve.  They  freely  entered  into  it ;  they 
were  under  no  ooercioiif  and  they  accept^ 
their  post  with  their  eyes  open,  and  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  conditions 
attaching  to  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  seems  to  have 
neglected  all  opportunities  of  informing 
himself  of  the  arguments  upon  which  he 
has  been  relying  for  similes  in  connection 
with  this  Bill.  He  referred  to  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act,  1897.  But  he 
does  not  seem  to  remember  that  a  cler^- 
xnan  who  acc^ts  a  living  takes  a  life 
appointment)  whereas  the  men  who  come 
under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act 
are  engaged  from  week  to  week.  There- 
fore there  is  no  similarity  between  the 
two  cases.  Again,  this  Compensation  Act 
did  not  make  any  new  departure  ;  it  was 
only  an  elaboration  and  a  further  con- 
tinuance of  a  law  which  was  already  in 
existence.  Can  he  not  give  us  a  new  lead 
in  this  matter,  so  that  we  can  at  any  rate 
recordacoherentvote?  lentirelyrepudiate 
theai|;umentof  thehon.Memberfor  King's 
Lynn,  in  which  he  states  that  we  have 
not  made  out  any  case  for  supporting  this 
Amendment.  I  say  that  our  grounds  are 
perfectly  clear  and  intelligent.  Our  con- 
tention is  that  this  contract  was  entered 
into  by  clergjmien  of  the  Church  of 
England  under  well  defined  conditions. 
Now  they  are  seeking,  by  the  aid  of  a 
Conservative  Government,  to  break  the 
contract  in  order  to  obtain  better  terms 
{or  themselves.  It  is  evident  that  my 
hon.  friends  who  support  this  Amencbnent 
constitute  the  true  Conservative  party, 
because  they  wish  to  maintain  the  sancity 
of  contract,  a  principle  which  Conserva- 
tives have  always  held  themselves  out  to 
be  the  upholders  ol  Unfortunately  since 
their  association  with  certain  gentlemen 
they  have  been  surrendering  many  well- 


known  principles  for  others  which  will 
not  last  them  so  long  as  they  imagine. 

Mb.  moss  (Denbighshire,  E.) :  I 
cannot  quite  understand  the  attitude  of 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
on  this  Amendment.  I  remember 
some  time  ago  how  the  Welsh  farmers 
were  treated  when  they  were  very  much 
opposed,  not  so  much,  perhaps,  to  the 
payment  of  tithe  as  to  its  payment  for 
the  maintenance  of  religious  principles 
and  practices  with  which  they  did  not 
agree.  They  were  quite  prepared  to  pay 
tithe  for  educational  or  other  purposes, 
but  they  were  told  by  the  clergy  in  Wales 
that  they  took  their  farms,  knowing 
exactly  the  objects  for  which  the  tithe  was 
to  be  collected,  that  they  entered  into  the 
contract  well  knowing  what  they  .were 
doing,  and  that  it  was  most  immoral  for 
them,  having  undertaken  the  obligations; 
to  wish  anyone  in  the  House  of 
Commons  to  move  the  rescinding  of  them, 
so  as  to  enable  them  to  start  de  mm, 
A  clergyman  who  takes  a  Uving  knows 
exactly  the  amount  of  money  he  is  going 
to  receive  and  the  amount  of  the  rates  he 
will  have  to  pay,  and  if  it  were  immoral 
in  times  gone  by  for  a  Welsh  fanner  to 
decline  to  pay  tithe  because  he  had  a 
conscientious  objection  to  the  object  to 
which  it  was  devoted,  it  is  equally  im- 
moral now  for  clergymen  of  the  Church 
of  England  to  come  to  the  House  of 
Commons  and  say,  "  The  payment  of  this 
rate  is  a  great  imposition  on  us.  The 
whole  rating  system  is  very  unfair  and 
unequal,  and  we  want  it  altere<i."  If  the 
measure  is  one  of  charity  I  can  under- 
stand it,  but  if  it  is  one  of  justice,  I  say 
it  is  anything  but  justice.  Hon.  Gentle- 
men say  when  they  argue  against  any 
readjustment  of  a  contract  between  land- 
lord and  tenant,  "  Oh,  you  have  entered 
into  obligations  with  your  eyes  open; 
why  should  you  desire  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  create  a  land  court  % "  The  in- 
violability of  contract  which  hon.  GJentle- 
men  urge  so  freely  and  with  a  certain 
amount  of  argument  in  the  case  of  the 
Welsh  farmers  should  also  apply  to  a 
clergyman  who,  with  his  eyes  open,  takes 
a  living  well  knowing  what  he  wiU  have 
to  pay.   I  support  the  Amendment, 

Mr.  LLOYD -GEORGE  (Carnarvon)  : 
I  think  the  point  put  by  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  East  Denbi^ishire  is  one 
very  well  worthy  of  consideration.  The 
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agitation  to  which  be  has  referred  was 
initiated  not  against  the  payment  of  tithe 
altogether,  but  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing a  reduction  in  the  amount  because  of 
agricultural  depression.  It  wa?  on  all 
foim  with  the  present  case.  The  clergy 
ask  for  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  their 
rates,  the  formers  asked  for  a  reduction 
in  the  amount  of  their  tithe.  The 
farmers  were  told  that  they  had  entered 
into  a  contract  to  pay  the  whole 
amount,  and  that  is  exactly  the  answer 
that  should  be  given  to  the  clergy.  They 
also  entered  into  a  contract,  and  they 
must  abide  by  it.  That  is  the  measure 
they  meted  out  tp  the  Welsh  farmers,  and 
the  same  measure  should  be  extended  to 
themselves.  This  is  the  answer  we  get 
whenever  we  ask  for  any  reform  of  local 
taxation,  especially  ia  towns.  We  had  a 
witness  before  this  identical  Commission, 
and  he  was  a  witness  who  will  probably 
give  very  important  evidence  against  this 
Bill  in  the  course  of  the  next  forty-eight 
hours.  I  refer  to  Mr.  B.  F.  C.  Costelloe. 
He  was  giving  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mission in  favour  of  the  taxation  of 
ground  rents,  and  what  was  the  answer 
given  by  the  Chairmra  of  the  Commission, 
who  tlu>oughont  showed,  I  will  not  9&y 
lus  bias,  but  that  he  was  favourable 
to  the  case  of  the  clergy  ?  When  Mr. 
Costelloe  put  the  ease  of  a  shopkeeper 
who  had  to  pay  a  heavy  ground  rent  to 
a  person  who  did  not  contribute  a  penny 
in  local  taxation,  the  Chairman  asked  this 
question :  "  With  regard  to  the  actual 
and  not  the  apparent  incidence  of  rates, 
would  you  say,  speaking  generally,  that 
when  the  owner  of  a  site  leases  it,  the 
lessee  takes  into  account  the  amount  of 
the  rates  in  fixing  the  rent  he  paysT' 
The  point  here  is  that  the  clergy  knew 
perfectly  well  the  amount  of  Uie  rates 
they  would  have  to  pay.  It  is  rather 
curious  that  the  sanctity  of  conti-act  is 
good  enough  for  the  Welsh  fanner  or  the 
shopkeeper,  but  is  not  good  enough  for 
the  clergy,  who  have  to  teach  these  men 
their  duty  to  the  State  and  to  each  other. 
There  was  another  witness  who  gave  evi- 
dence before  the  Commission.  He  was  the 
only  lay  witness  except  the  hon.  Member 
for  Tunbridge  exajnined  in  support  of  the 
case  of  the  clc^y.  He  was  a  lawyer — 
Mr.  Cassell,  Q.(a  But  even  be  couid  not 
carry  the  case  quite  as  far  as  was  ex- 
pected. He  was  questioned  as  to  what  he 
thought  about  the  incidence  of  tithe,  and 
he  was  also  asked  when  a  clergyman 


I  entered  a  benefice  did  he  not  know  per- 
fectly well  the  amount  of  rates  imposed 
on  it,  and  Mr.  Cassell  answered  that  he 
did.  Then  the  following  question  was 
put  to  him :  Is  it  equitable  that^  having 
got  the  living  on  these  terms,  he  should 
try  and  shift  the  burden  ? "  He 
asked,  "Do  you  mean  if  ho  accepted 
the  living  on  these  terms  1 "  The 
Chairman  said  "  Yes,"  and  then 
Mr.  Cassell  replied  :  "  I  cannot  say  that 
in  that  case  he  is  in  a  better  position  than 
a  man  who  has  purchased  tithe."  That 
was  the  answer  given  to  a  specific  ques- 
tion. On  what  ground  then  can  it  be 
argued  that  this  Bill  ought  to  have  re- 
trospective effect  ?  The  same  question 
was  put  to  Mr.  MacPherson,  who  repre- 
sented the  tithe-owners.  He  said  it  was 
perfectly  true  that  a  clergjrman  knew  the 
amount  of  the  rates  when  he  took  a  bene- 
fice, but  that  he  had  no  option. 
That  is  an  absurd  answer.  It  is 
the  only  answer  that  can  be  made, 
but  it  is  perfectly  ridiculous. 
A  clergyman  has  an  option.  He  can 
refuse  a  benefice.  Before  he  accepts  it 
he  scrutinises  very  carefully  the  amount 
of  the  tithe,  the  amomit  to  be  paid  for  a 
curate,  and  the  amount  of  the  voluntary 
contribution.  The  amount  of  the  income 
is  ascertained  with  the  strictest  accuracy, 
and  if  it  does  not  suit  his  ideas  of  what 
he  ought  to  receive  he  invariably  refuses. 
He  is  in  the  same  position  as  the  member 
of  any  other  profession,  be  it  that  of  a 
civil  servant,  doctor,  or  schoolmaster. 
A  schoolmaster  who  is  offered  a  position 
carefully  examines  the  amount  of  the 
salary,  the  standard  of  life  in  the  locality, 
and  what  the  rents  are ;  and  he  looks 
into  all  .these  questions  from  his  own 
personal  point  of  view.  Has  a  clergy- 
man less  worldly  wisdom  in  this  respect 
than  a  schoolmaster  ?  I  do  not  think 
that  anyone  who  has  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  clergy  mil  say  that.  The  evi 
dence  before  the  Commission  showed  that 
they  were  perfectly  alive  to  every  point 
in  their  own  favour.  There  is  another  point 
connected  with  this  Amendment,  andwhich 
is  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee. These  gentlemen  accepted  these 
livings  knowing  perfectly  well  the  amount 
of  the  tithe,  but  since  they  entered  them 
certain  modifications  have  already  been 
made.  What  has  happened?  Half  the 
rates  on  glebe  have  been  paid  for  the  last 
three  or  four  years,  and  the  land  tax  has 
been  reduced  from  48.  to  Is.    A  still  more 
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important  modification  va»  extended  to 
the  clergy    by    another  Conservative 

Government,  an  indulgence  which  repre- 
sents a  considerable  amoimt  of  money,  and 
also  the  removal  of  a  considerable  amount 
of  difficulty,  annoyance,  and  irritation. 
The  collection  of  the  tithe  has  been  trans- 
ferred entirely  from  the  clergy  to  the 
landlords,  and  instead  of  being  collected 
from  200  or  300  ratepayers,  sometimes  in 
sums  of  sixpence  and  a  shilling,  and 
having  to  pay  heavy  commissions,  the 
clergy  have  now  only  to  send  in  their  bill 
to  a  couple  of  squires,  and  they  receive  a 
cheque  for  the  amount.  Here  are  three 
important  modifications  in  the  position  of 
the  clergy,  and  they  are  now  asking  to  be 
reh'eved  of  another  50  per  cent.  That  is 
a  position  which  this  House  ought  not  to 
sanction.  No  case  has  l>een  made  out  for 
it.  The  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn 
opposed  this  Amendment,  though  I  could 
not  help  thinking  that  he  did  it  with  his 
tongue  in  his  cheek.  He  did  it  rather 
scornfully.  He  said  that  this  is  simply  a 
grievance  in  the  matter  of  rates,  and  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  contracts. 
But  the  hon.  Member  forgets  that  the 
Poor  Rate  on  tithe  is  not  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  an  ordinary  rate  on  property.  It ; 
is  a  traditional  burden.  The  burden  of 
maintaining  the  poor  which  has  been  im- 
posed on  tithe  is  as  old  as  tithe  itself.  I 
am  not  sure  it  is  not  the  first  burden. 
Tithe  was  imposed  in  the  first  instance 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  poor, 
and  therefore  the  clergy  are  now  attempt- 
ing to  repudiate  a  contract  of  very  ancient 
and  sacred  origin,  and  are  trying  to  revo- 
lutionise one  of  the  finest  traditions  of 
their  own  Church.  The  Church  took 
upon  itself  the  burden  of  maintaining 
those  who  could  not  maintain  them- 
selves, though  subsequently  that  tra- 
dition was  not  upheld.  But  still 
that  is  the  position.  They  are  endea- 
vouring to  rid  themselves  of  the 
o1>ligations  they  contracted  to  undertake, 
and  to  upset  the  traditions  of  their  own  ; 
Church  in  every  respect.  I  observe  that  • 
the  privileged  classes  are  the  favourites  of 
hon.  Members  opposite,  and  that  they  are 
very  fond  of  professing  Conservative 
principles  when  they  come  to  be  applied 
to  the  working  classes  and  to  shopkeepers. 
But  any  Conservative  principle  or  institu- 
tion, however  old  it  may  lie,  however  re- 
spected, however  sacred,  which  interferes 
in  the  sb'ghtest  degree  with  their  own 
incomes  must  go  in  spite  of  sanctity  of 
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contract,  traditions  of  the  Church,  main- 
tenance of  the  poor,  or  any  other 
magnificent  purpose. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton) :  I  wish  to 
support  the  Amendment.  I  have  had  to 
do  with  a  great  many  of  my  clergyman 
friends  who  have  taken  other  li\'ing8,  and 
I  ha^'e  always  found  that  the  rates  were 
allowed  for  and  the  net  results  worked 
out.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  a  great 
many  of  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England  would  repudiate — and  I,  on  their 
belwU,  repudiate — the  position  taken 
up  for  them  by  those  who  profess 
to  be  the  friends  of  the  Church 
in  this  House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
[  said  that  it  is  quite  true  that  the  clergy- 
men accepted  these  contracts,  but  that 
you  may  push  the  severity  of  contract  too 
far  ;  that  you  must  remember  that  these 
contracts  were  taken  by  clergj-men  in  the 
expectation  that  the  rates  would  be  re- 
duced, and  that  that  expectation  was  part 
of  the  contract.  Now  I  ask  what  is  the 
evidence  of  that  expectation !  Of  coarse 
this  House  is  not  responsible  for  what 
political  parties  may  do  or  say,  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  gi^'en  us  no 
j  proof  of  such  expectation.  The  only  re- 
sponsible Minister  who  has  hitherto 
spoken— the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
—distinctly  discouraged  that  expectation. 
When  the  hon.  Memljer  for  King's  Lynn 
asks  us  to  disci^  this  question  as  a 
matter  of  business  and  justice,  we  say 
that  we  are  ready  to  consider  this 
particular  of  expectation  on  these  lines,  but 
we  ^vant  evidence  of  it  and  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman gives  us  no  evidence  Avhatever. 
From  my  own  personal  experience  I  have 
never  heard  of  a  single  clergyman  who 
said  that  he  expected  the  rates  to  be  re- 
duced, or  that  he,  for  one  moment,  took 
that  into  consideration  in  accepting  a 
Ih'ing.  I  am  quite  certain  that  there  is 
not  a  class  of  men  who  are  more  willing 
to  stand  by  their  contracts  than  the  clergy 
;  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  I  am  sure 
•  they  will  repudiate  the  position  which  has 
been  taken  up  for  them  by  the  rig^t 
hon.  Gentleman. 

Sir  mLLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  The  hon.  Member  for 
King'sLynn  has  explained  that  the  object  of 
the  righthon. Gentleman  is  toimpartalittle 
liveliness  into  our  discussion.  I  have  no 
objection  to  this,  but  surely  justice  illus- 
trated with  liveliness  will  not  add  to  the 
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Bierita  of  this  Bill.  We  expect  great 
liveliness  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
-but  in  my  opinion  we  ought  to  be  more 
grateful  for  the  arguments  which  he  has 
addressed  to  this  House,  for  these  are 
-arguments  which  ought  to  be  remembered. 
If  there  is  anything  in  public  opinion, 
•according  to  my  obBerration,  it  is  an 
interest  in  the  principles  upon  which  in 
future  rating  and  taxation  should  be  con- 
•ducted.  There  are  some  who  hold  that 
there  are  instances  of  people  who  are  too 
heavily  taxed ;  but  there  is  a  strong 
opinion  in  the  country  that  there  are  a 
great  many  people  too  lightly  taxed.  The 
Arguments  we  have  heard  from  the 
Treasury  Bench  are  very  important  in 
this  respect.  I  have  heard  the  opinion, 
which  I  share  myself,  that,  for  instance, 
.ground  landlords  diould  be  taxed  or 
rated  more  heavily  than  they  are  at 
jvresent.  But  what  is  the  argument  we 
jire  always  met  with  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  ?  It  is  this,  that  there  is  a 
'Contract  between  the  ground  landlord 
and  the  leaseholder ;  that  it  is  a  sacred 
<»ntract  which  you  cannot  alter  ;  that  it 
has  been  made  for  ninety-nine  years  or 
some  period.  But  it  cannot  be  said 
that  that  contract  was  made  by 
Statute,  as  this  arrangement  was 
made  by  Statute  at  the  time  of  the 
Commutation,  when  it  was  settled  be- 
tween the  ratepayers  of  the  country  and 
the  tithe-owners.  It  was  founded  on 
Statute,  and  has  been  described  so, 
accurately.  Very  well,  you  say  we  are  at 
liberty  to  alter  that  arrangement  alto- 
gether, but  that  does  not  apply  only  to 
this  one  thing,  but  to  a  gieat  many  other 
things.  I  rise  for  the  special  purpose  of 
noting  the  importance  of  the  principle 
which  is  objected  to,  as  I  understand  it, 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn, 
who  belongs  to  one  section  of  the  Unionist 
Party,  anddoes  not  seem  to  have  a  very 
high  opinion  of  the  other  section.  How 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  who  professes 
to  represent  both  sections  manages  to 
reconcile  his  opinions  on  this  subject  with 
the  opinions  so  frequently  expressed  on 
other  and  more  important  subjects  of  rat- 
ing and  taxation,  he  has  not  explained.  I 
would  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  his 
mouth  what  are  his  views  generally  in 
reference  to  the  principles  of  taxation 
and  rating  which  are  to  be  applied  to 
landlords  and  ground  landlords  in  every 
matter,  and  whether  he  is  prepared  to 
accept  the  principles  of  this  Bill  when 


applied  to  questions  which  are  of  a  much 
wider  scope,  and,  in  my  opinion,  founded 
on  sounder  justice.  Now,  the  extraordi- 
nary manner  in  which  the  Government 
are  proceeding  in  this  matter  appears  on 
the  face  of  the  Bill  in  this  clause.  It  is 
said  that  the  system  of  rating  is  an  injus- 
tice to  the  cler^,  and  therefore  we  ought 
to  alter  it.  The  importance  of  that 
is  that  the  owners  of  tithe  rent-charge  are 
to  be  liable  only  to  half  the  amount  of 
any  rate  to  which  this  Act  applies.  But 
if  your  views  are  correct,  what  you  ought 
to  have  done  should  have  been  only  to 
assess  them  at  half  the  rate.  That,  how- 
ever, you  shy  from.  Why  not  take  the 
natural  and  logical  consequence  of  those ' ' 
principles  which  you  have  adopted  in 
assessing  the  clergy  at  only  half  rates  1 
I  will  tell  you  why.  You  do  not  dare,  in 
the  face  of  the  Commutation  Act.  That 
was  a  settlement  that  the  clergy  should 
be  assessed  on  the  whole  of  the  rates  like 
anybody  else.  And,  therefore,  this  extra- 
ordinary proceeding  is  taken  to  continue 
to  assess  a  man  to  the  whole  of  the  rates, 
which  you  say  it  is  unjust  that  he  should 
pay,  but  that  he  should  only  pay  the 
half  of  them,  while  you  make  other  people 
pay  the  other  half.  What  is  the  meaning 
of  this  "  circumbendibus  "  kind  of  legisla- 
tion 1 

♦The  chairman  :  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  anticipating  an  Amend- 
ment  lower  down  on  the  Paper  which  will 
raise  exactly  the  question  he  is  now  dis- 
cussing. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  One 
never  knows.  Sir,  what  Amendments 
lower  down  on  the  Paper  will  be  allowed 
to  be  put. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  Every  Amend- 
ment which  is  in  order  I  sludl  sulow  to  be 
put.  I  do  not  understand  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  means. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  had 
not  intended  to  imply,  nor  do  I  think 
I  have  said  anything  which  does  imply, 
any  disrespect  to  your  authority ;  but 
until  you  have  pronounced  an  Amend- 
ment is  in  order,  I  have  no  means  of 
knowing  whether  it  will  be  in  order  or 
not.  The  reason  why  I  think  I  was 
under  a  misconception  on  this  subject 
was  that  the  words  to  which  I  was 
alluding  had  already  passed  the  Corn- 
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mitteo ;  and  therefore  that  is  the  reason 
why  I  spoke  oF  it.  I  did  not  anticipate 
that  an  Amendment  afterwards  would 

afTect  the  words  already  passed  by  the 
Committee.  I  was  in  error  apparently. 
I  desire  that  we  shoiild  have  explained  to 
us  exactly  the  principle  on  which  this 
question  of  the  payments  of  rates  is  to  be 
founded — not  assessing  upon  the  half,  but 
assessing  upon  the  whole,  and  then  provid- 
ing for  repayment  of  the  half.  If  that  is  not 
in  order,  I  hope  you  will  kindly  inform 
mo  when  that  question  should  be  raised. 
It  seems  to  me  a  very  important  one.  If 
the  Chairman  will  kindly  inform  me 
what  is  the  Amendment  which,  he  rules, 
excludes  me  from  referring  to  this  subject 
at  the  present  time  

*The  CHAIRJf  AK  :  The  whole  of  this 
discussion  is  really  not  relevant  to  the 
Amendment  now  before  the  Committee. 
Tbe  Amendment  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  that  this  Bill  is  not  to  be  made 
applicable  to  those  clergy  H'ho  are  at 
present  the  holders  of  benefices.  The 
proposal  is  that  it  shall  only  apply  to 
future  holders  of  benefices.  Therefore 
tbe  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  really  beside  the  mark  of  the 
Amendment  now  before  the  Committee. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  mis- 
understood your  ruHng.  I  thought  your 
ruling  was  dependent  upon  a  subsequent 
Amendment  which  raised  the  question. 
Of  (»)urBe  I  will  not  proceed  with  an 
argument  you  have  ruled  out  of  order, 
and  therefore  I  cannot  continue  this  dis- 
cussion with  advantage.  At  the  same 
time  I  have  only  to  say  that  the  argu- 
ments used  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have  not  been  answered. 

*Mr.  GILES  (Cambridgeshire,  Wisbech) : 
I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this 
question.  I  do  not  think  we  are  at  all 
likely  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  be 
accused  of  doing  anything  to  violate  the 
sanctity  of  the  doctrine  of  contract.  But 
tl^re  is  another  doctrine  also  to  be  con- 
sidered in  relation  to  this  question,  and 
that  i^  what  was  in  the  ctmtemplation  of 
the  parties  at  the  time  the  contract  was 
entered  into.  Now,  there  is  an  im- 
portant Act  of  Parliament  to  which  it 
is  worth  calling  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  and  which  has  not  been  re- 
ferred to  up  to  the  present  moment.  I 
was  somewhat  suiprised  to  hear  tbe  right  I 
bon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  say  that  | 
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the  taw  at  the  present  time  is  exactly  as 
it  was  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
Tithe  Commutation  Act^  Iwcause  I  think 
that  is  a  great  mis-statement.  At  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  the  Tithe  Commu- 
tation Act,  undoubtedly  all  personal 
property  Wiis  liable  to  rate,  and  it  was. 
not  until  the  Act  of  3  and  4  Victoria  c.  89 
was  passed  that  personal  property  was  not 
exempted  from  rates.  If  personal  pmperty 
was  still  liable  the  amount  in  the  pound 
of  all  rates  would  probably  be  less  than  half 
what  it  is,  especially  in  towns.  Since  the 

Cing  of  the  Commutation  Act,  a  very- 
number  of  rates  which  were  certainly 
nor  in  contemplation  at  that  time  have 
been  enacted  and  exacted  from  the  tithe 
rent-charge.  From  recollection  I  will  refer 
to  a  few.  Ceitainly  in  urlxin  districts, 
there  would  be  the  lighting  and  Ubrary 
rates,  the  scavenging  rates,  the  pavement 
rates,  and  a  largo  number  of  similar  ratcs^ 
and  in  many  districts,  both  urban  ami 
rural,  there  would  be  a  heavy  school 
board  late,  which,  of  course,  was  not 
in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  Tithe  Com- 
mutation Act.  Then  I  may  also  refer 
to  the  large  increase  of  the  highway 
rate,  because,  of  course,  although  un- 
doubtedly at  the  time  the  Tithe  Com- 
mutation Act  was  passed  tithes  were 
assessed  to  the  highway  rate,  yet  it 
was  not  until  1872  that  a  very  lar^ 
addition  to  highway  rates  was  made  in 
consequence  of  the  abolition  of  turnpikes. 
In  many  respects,  therefore,  the  sanctity 
of  the  contract  has  been  affected.  At  the 
present  time  the  tithe-owners  have  to  pay 
a  very  lat^  number  of  rates  which 
they  did  not  pay  in  1836,  and 
which  I  cannot  conceive  to  have 
been  in  contemplation,  because  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  them  to 
have  known  that  these  rates  would  have 
been  passed.  I  have  not  heard  one 
argument  raised  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  that  anything  was  added  in  the 
amount  arranged  between  the  tithe-payers 
and  the  tithe-owners  which  would  enable 
tithe-owners  to  pay  rates  in  the  future. 

Mr,  McKENNA  (Monmouth,  N.): 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
has  made  a  very  interesting  contribution 
to  the  Debate,  The  point,  however,  is 
that  the  contract,  or  ^'msi-contract,  be- 
hind which  the  clergy  wish  to  go  is  the 
contract  made  by  the  present  owner  of 
the  benefice,  when  he  took  the  living,  to 
do  certain  work  for  certain  remuneration 
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in  tithe  after  the  deduction  of  the  rates. 
His  argument  has  no  particular  reference 
to  another  contract,  viz.,  the  contract 
entered  into  at  the  time  of  the  Commutii- 
tion  Act.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  con- 
tract with  the  tithe-owner  has  not  been 
touched  upon,  and,  I  have  not  a  shadow 
of  doubt,  will  not  be  touched  upon  hy 
anybody  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House.  What  is  the  pretence  for  the 
o|^>osition  to  this  Amendment?  It  is 
— to  put  it  veiy  shortly—  that  on 
grounds  of  reason  and  equity  the  tithe- 
owners  are  entitled  to  make  certain 
deductions  for  the  purpose  of  assess- 
ment. If  that  is  so,  why  in  Heaven's 
name  do  not  the  Government  introduce 
a  Bill  canying  out  that  principle  'i  But 
what  would  be  the  effect  ? 

*TiiE  CHAIKMAN  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Member  is  now  discussing  an  Amend- 
ment which  he  himself  has  put  on  the 
Paper,  and  which  may  be  reached  in  tlue 
time. 

Mr.  McKKNNA:  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  your  ruling  is  absolutely  in  accord- 
ance with  the  facts,  but  I  regret  that  no 
other  argument  is  ever  raised  in  opposi 
tion  to  this  Amendment  except  those 
which  are  opposed  to  the  principle  of  tlie 
Bill.  I  was  only  going  to  point  out, 
without  arguing  the  merits  of  any  par- 
ticular Amendment,  that  the  principle  on 
which  this  Bill  is  alleged  to  be  based  is 
not  carried  out  in  the  Bill  itself.  I  will 
only  say,  with  regard  to  this  particular 
Amendment,  that  it  has  two  advantages. 
First  of  all,  it  limits  the  amount  of  money 
that  you  take  under  this  measure,  and,  so 
far,  it  would  have  my  support.  But 
there  is  another  reason  why  this  Amend- 
ment should  l>e  supported.  If  you 
^ve  this  special  advantage  to  future 
mcurabents,  you  offer  more  persons  a 
pecuniary  temptation  to  become  clergy- 
men than  you  can  now.  You  will  con- 
sequently  get,  as  an  hon.  friend  reminds 
me,  better  clergymen  in  the  future  if  you 
are  able  to  pay  a  higher  price.  We  have 
seen,  in  the  controversy  which  was  raised 
between  Board  schools  and  Voluntary 
schools,  how  much  has  turned  upon  the 
question  that  the  Board  schools,  having 
more  money  at  their  control,  are  able  to 
get  better  masters  than  the  Voluntary 
schools.  Exactly  the  same  argument 
e^plies  in  the  case  of  the  Church.  If 
you  can  pay  your  clergyman  in  the  future 


j  more  than  in  the  past  you  will  be  al>le  to 
I  get  a  l>etter  class  of  men  to  serve,  and 
j  upon  that  ground  there  may  be  something 
:  said  in  support  of  the  Bill.    But  you 

cannot  defend  the  BiU  as  it  stands  now. 

It  is  entirely  contrary  to  every  principle 

put  forward  l»y  hon.  Members  on  the 

other  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  The  hon.  Member  for  Wisbech 
has  endeavoured  to  bring  this  discussion 
lyark  to  the  conditions  which  existed  in 
1836.  I  should  imagine  that  everyone 
would  be  very  sorry  indeed  to  bring  back 
the  conditions  of  1836.  In  that  year  the 
rates  were  taken  to  average  something 
like  5s.  in  the  £  -equal  to  an  average 
on  the  commuted  tithe  rent  -  charge 
of  £602,000  a  year  instead  of 
only  £175,000,  which  they  now  pay. 
Therefore  the  clergymen  are  getting  a 
very  considerable  atlvantage  through  the 
great  reduction  of  the  rates.  The  hon. 
Meml)er  in  his  very  interesting  speech 
complained  that  new  rates  were  constantly 
l)eing  put  upon  the  clergy,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  unfair  for  them  to  bear 
them.  I  quite  admit  that  if  new  rates 
were  imposed  there  might  be  some  injus- 
tice to  the  existing  tithe-owner,  but  there 
could  be  no  injustice  to  the  future  one 
who  took  his  benefice  with  his  eyes  open 
and  knew  what  rates  there  were  to  pay. 
This  Act  does  not  refer  to  "new "rates.  It 
only  refers  to  "  one  half  of  the  amount 

;  of  any  rate  to  which  this  Act  applies," 
and  on  looking  at  the  definition  clause  I 

I  find  this  provision : 

"Tills  Act  shall  apply  to  every  rate  as 
defined  by  Section  9  of  the  Agricultural  Kates 

Act,  1896." 

Well,  the  Agricultural  Kates  Act  of  1896 
was  one  of  those  measures  which  does  not 
apply  to  the  newest  rates.  There  was 
the  Parish  Councils  Bill.  Of  course,  that 
placed  some  charge  upon  the  parishes^ 
but  the  Agricultural  Kates  Act  did  not 
affect  that.  If  this  Bill  be  based  upon 
justice,  why  do  you  exclude  the  extra 
expenses  placed  on  a  parish,  through  the 
operations  of  the  councils,  from  this  Bill  t 
We  were  told  by  my  hon.  friend  behind 
me,  the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton,  who 
knows  a  good  deal  about  the  clergy,  that 
the  clergy  entered  into  these  transactions 
in  a  public  and  business-like  spirit.  It 
does  seem  that  we  have  been  experiencing 
in  these  matters  too  much  business  and 
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too  little  sense  of  the  high  office  of  the 
clergyman.    We  do  not  admit  that  they 
have  any  cause  to  complain  in  this  matter. 
When  the  farmers  com^ained  of  paying 
tithes  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  passed 
the  Tithe  Rating  Act  of  1891,  and  placed 
the  burden  of  the  tithes  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  landlords,  and  now  he  wishes  to  place 
a  new  rate  oo  the  shoulders  of  the  general 
tax-payers  of  the  country.  One  argument 
has  not  been  mentioned  in  this  Debate, 
and  that  is  that  it  would  lead,  if  this 
Amendment  is  accepted,  to  advantageous 
results.    It  would  result  in  a  change  of 
olei^gymen  in  many  parishes,  and  I  think  ■ 
in  many  of  the  rural  parishes  they  would  j 
welcome  such  a  change.    I  commend  that  \ 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  regret  | 
that  he  will  not  accept  this  Amendment.  ' 

Mr.  GODDARD  (Ipswich) ;  As  I  un- 
derstand the  Amendment,  it  limits  the ! 
operation  of  the  Act  to  those  who  take  ; 
benefices  after  it  is  passed,  and,  as  I  un- 
derstand the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  it  will 
be  unjust  to  do  that.  I  wish  to  know 
where  that  injustice  lies.  In  a  parish  in 
my  own  neighbourhood,  in  SuffbUc,  I  find 
that  in  1836  the  tithes  of  this  parish  were 
£315,  and  the  rates  £66,  the  total  being 
£381.  Those  tithes  were  commuted  at 
£400,  which  was  an  increase  of  £18. 
Taking  the  figures  down  to  the  present 
day  the  value  of  the  tithes  which  were 
commuted  at  £400  is  now  £273.  Cer- 
tain deductions  have  been  made  which 
bring  the  amount  of  tithe  subject  to  rates 
down  to  £205.  Where  is  the  injustice  1 
The  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  said  it  was  preposterous 
for  any  clergyman  to  think  he  was  to 
have  his  tithe  free  of  rates. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  is  really  arguing  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  and  his  speech  is 
really  a  Second  Riding  speech.  He 
ought  to  bear  in  mind  that  we  have 
passed  the  Second  lieading  and  have  got 
to  the  Committee  stage. 

Mr. GODDARD:  Perhaps,  Sir,  I  did 
go  a  little  too  far,  but  I  wanted  to  see 
where  the  injustice  came  in.  I  shall  sup- 
port the  Amendment. 

Mr,  CAWLEY  (Lanes.,  Prestwich) :  If 
I  had  one  misgiving  on  coming  to  this 
House,  it  was  that  perhaps  the  Liberal 
party  had  not  quite  so  much  regard  for 

Mr.  Lambert, 


the  sanctity  of  contract  as  I  thought 
desirable.  But. after  experience  in  the 
House  any  doubts  I  had  were  soon  dis- 
pelled, for  I  have  discovered  that  the  Con- 
servative Party — or  the  present  Minis- 
terial Party — sec  m  to  haveeven  less  regutl 
for  their  contracts  than  the  Members  of 
my  own  Party  in  the  House.  I  am  not 
going  into  the  question  of  commutation 
at  all.  As  far  as  I  understand  thin^ 
ninety-nine  per  cent,  of  the  present  in- 
cumbents have  got  their  benefices  subject 
to  their  paying  rates  on  tithes,  and  they 
have  nothing  to  complain  of.  By  the 
Agricultural  Rating  Act,  landlords  who 
h^  bought  or  inherited  their  estates  sub- 
ject to  certain  obligations  to  the  poor 
have  been  relieved  of  those  obligations ; 
so  now  the  clergy,  because  they  have 
threatened  to  withdraw  their  support,  are 
being  relieved  of  a  rate  they  had  delibe- 
rately contracted  to  pay.  Members  on  the 
Government  side  of  the  House  are  very 
much  disturbed  when  private  interests  are 
touched  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity ;  but  when  the  interests  of  the 
community  are  being  confiscated  for  par- 
ticular classes  of  their  suf^rters  they  give 
the  measure  their  earnest  support  It  is 
not  my  intention  to  go  into  the  quesUon 
of  what  took  place  at  the  time  of  the 
Tithe  Commutation  in  1836,  although  it 
is  admitted  that  the  clergy  paid  much 
lower  rates  now  than  were  allowed  for 
at  that  time.  What  I  contend  is  that  the 
clergy  took  their  livings  well  knowing 
that  they  had  to  pay  rates  on  their  tithes. 
Notwithstanding  that  these  rates  have  de- 
creased, the  general  community  are  now 
being  asked  to  pay  what  the  clergy  have 
contracted  to  pay.  It  is  my  intention  to 
support  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
fnend. 

Mr.  J.  H.  ROBERTS  (Denbighshire, 
W.) :  On  this  occasion  I  shall  eonfiiie  my- 
self within  the  limits  of  this  Amendment. 
I  wish  to  present  one  or  two  considera- 
tions in  favour  of  it.  I  think  it  will  be 
admitted  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  this 
Amendment  is  that  undoubtedly  by  the 
Agricultural  Rating  Act  of  1896  a  great 
difference  was  made  to  the  clergy  of  this 
country.  The  main  reason  why  Tsupport 
the  Amendment  is  this  :  I  do  not  think, 
in  dealing  with  this  Bill,  there  has  been 
sufficient  consideration  8:iven  to  the  fact 
that  the  value  of  the  tithes  of  this  coun- 
try have  been  commuted  largely  in  excess 
of  their  net  value.    What  was  the  posi- 
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tion  as  regards  the  value  of  tithe  during 
the  ten  years  from  1874  to  1883  ?  In 

1874  it  stood  at  112;  in  1883  it  came 
down  to  par  value,  and  from  1883  on- 
wards it  has  steadily  declined.  It  is 
obvious  that  during  a  series  of  years  tithe- 
owners  have  lost  considerably  through 
the  decline  in  the  value  of  tithe,  but  it  is 
equally  obvious  that,  during  a  large  num- 
ber of  years,  they  were  the  gainers 
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The  man  who  takes  a  benefice  is  in  the 
same  position  as  the  man  who  buys  an 
annuity.  If  the  rates  are  raised  and  his 
portion  of  the  tithe  auflfers,  he  is  in 
exactly  the  same  position  as  an 
annuitant  who  bought  an  annuity 
of  say  £1,000  a  year  when  the 
income-tax  was  od.,  and  who  now  has  to 
pay  8d.    The  annuitant  does  not  go  to 

™   «  v..«j   e>   assurance  company  and  expect  to  be 

through  the  tithe  being  very  much  above  i  paid  mOTe  in  order  to  make  up  the  differ- 
par  value.  I  think,  if  an  average  is  fairly  '  ence  caused  by  the  increased  tax,  nor  does 
struck,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  should  ;  the  country  expect  to  be  called  upon  to 
not  participate  in  the  advantages  of  this  pay  the  difference.  The  clergyman  is  m 
measure.  i  precisely  the  same  position.    It  has  been 

».    «Tr  T  ci-ixT  /Ti  IT   \  ■    „  argued  that  all  sorts  of  fresh  burdens 

Mr.  BILLSON  (Halifax)  :  There  is  no  ■  ^^^^^  yrvmM  people- 

doubt  that  everv  clergyman  who  takes  a  ^^^^^  t        But  they 

hving  18  perfectly  weD  aware  of  what  he  j.^.^^^^^,  .^^  ^j^^  same  way  as  agricul- 
is  going  to  get  as  the  net  result  of  the  ^.^^.^^  j^^^^  ^^^^^^^  pay 
provision  made  for  him.  When  clergy-  ,  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  More- 
men  have  bought  advowsons  and  pre-  agricultural  districts  the  rates 
sented  themselves  to  the  livings,  it  has  >  ^ave  not  increased,  while  in  towns,  where 
l»ecn  a  matter  of  close  calculation  as  to  ,  ^,  ^^^^  ^^.^^-^   ^ated,  there 

what  was  the  amount  of  rates  and  what  •  '  >  

price  was  to  be  paid,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
fair  return  for  the  money.  The  effect  of 
this  Bill  will  be  to  increase  the  price 
of  an  advowson  by  £500  or  £600, 
and  whatever  else  the  Bill  does  it  will 
add  about  £3,000,000  to  the  capital  value 
of  the  advowsons  of  the  country.  If  this 
Bill  was  intended  by  the  Government  to 
remedy  any  injustice  that  actually  pre- 
vails or  is  likely  to  prevail,  it  would  be  ^ 

very  much  benefited  by  the  Amendment  |  ^J^^j  .""whrte\^V  thrHouse  may' think 
before  the  Committee.  j     ^^^^  gyj^  ^he^e  is       ^oubt  that  if 

Mr.  WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich-  ]  passed  as  it  stands  it  will  go  to  the 
field) :  My  reason  for  supporting  the  I  country  as  a  very  unpopular  measure.  It 
Amendment  is  that  it  curtails  the  mischief  \  will  be  much  niore  easy  to  persuade  the 
this  Bill  will  do.  But  there  is  one  rather 
strong  argument  which  perhaps  the 
Amendment  ought  to  be  altered  to  meet, 


is  the  compensating  advantage  of  large 
paying  congregations.  It  can  no  longer 
be' pleaded  that  justice  is  the  foundation 
of  this  Bill.  From  our  point  of  view,  in- 
justice is  the  basis  of  the  whole  thing.  It 
may  be  that  the  clergy  should  have  an 
eleemosynary  grant,  but  a  general  injus- 
tice cannot  be  called  a  principle  of  justice, 
and  I  shall  support  the  Amendment. 

ilR.  .McLAKEN  (Leicestershire,  Bos- 


inhabitants  of  the  country  districts  that 
this  is  an  unjust  measure  than  to  persuade 
them  that  it  is  a  measure  which  justice 
demands.  When  you  go  and  tell  the 
fanner,  the  butcher,  and  the  l>aker  that 
vou  are  going  to  relieve  the  parson  of 


and  that  is  that  the  people  existing  now 
will  have  the  same  knowledge  of  this  Act 
as  the  people  existing  in  the  future.    A    .      _  _  _  „  „ 

clergyman  on  the  point  of  taking  a  living  \  half  his  rates,  yon  will  certainly  set  up  a 

—  '  '  -   ■  — 1--!'-  fggiingof  irritationwhichmustbeinjurious 

to  the  influence  of  the  Church.  There  is 
nothing  people  are  so  sensitive  aboutasany 
little  alteration  in  rates.  If  you  put  up 
the  rating  of  a  factory,  or  reduce  the 


will  know  what  its  value  will  be  with  half 
the  rates  taken  off;  he  knows  what  the 
additional  value  will  be,  and  he  is  likely  to 
take  a  thing  which  he  would  not  other- 
wise take.    Therefore,  this  Amendment 


should  not  only  include  benefices  *' to  !  rating  of  a  public  house,  or  do  anything 
which  such  owner  may  be  presented  after  [  which  they  imagine  alters  the  existing 
the  passing  of  this  Act,"  but  also  benefices  j  sUte  of  things,  it  gives  rise  to  discontent, 
"  to  which  such  owner  has  been  pre-  j  and  representations  are  made  m  all 
sented  within  six  months  before  the  pass- 1  quarters  about  the  matter.  You  are 
ing  of  this  Act,"  so  as  to  include  all  these  really  touching  a  very  sore  point.  You 
people  who  are  now  thinking  about  taking  |  have  got  the  parson,  who  may  be  a  very 
benefices  which  will  benefit  by  this  Act.  good,  religious  man,  but  he  is  not  alto- 
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gether  popular  as  a  politician  in  the 
district.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  nothing 
that  would  \>e  more  cUmgerous  to  the 
office  of  a  clergj'maa  than  to  let  the 
inhabitants  feel  that  he  has  flcoml  a  point 
at  their  expense.  This  Bill  may  w  a 
jiuit  or  an  unitist  measure,  but  I  venture 
to  submit  that  if  the  Government  would 
aceept  this  Amendment~-foi-  the  Bill  is 
to  operate  only  as  an  experiment  for  two 
years  in  oi-der  to  lay  down  the  principle 
that  half -rates  are  tf>  Ik;  paid  -  the 
measure  would  then  not  be  m  objeL-tion- 
able. 

*Mr.  PEIJKS  (Lineolnshiiv,  Louth): 
There  is  one  ai-gimient  which  I  do  not 
think  has  yet  Ikhju  pLieed  beforv  the 
House  in  favour  of  this  Amendment, 
and  it  is  thi»:  I  feel  contldent  that, 
notwithstanding  the  silence  of  many 
hon.  Members  opposit*f.  there  nm-t  Ite  an 
enormous  number  of  clergv  conin'ttcd 
with  the  Establiwhcd  Church  ..t  this 
country  who  must  feci  an  they  ie;id  the 
accounts  of  the  iJiscnssions  in  this 
House,  and  the  pi-oposals  made  by 
the  Government  for  their  relii-f,  a 
sense  of  deep  humili;ition.  I  do  not, 
unlike  my  hon.  frientl  who  haa  junt  sjit , 
doM-n,  worship  at  the  shrines  of  the  Esta- 
lilished  Church,  but  I  have  never  felt  the 
slightest  possible  antagonism  to  the  clergy  ! 
of  that  Church  as  ministers  of  religion.  ' 
It  is  perfect!}'  manifest  that  this  Amend- 
ment if  pas.-ed  will  greatly  reduce  the 
imml)er  of  recipients  of  the  l)oimty  of  : 
the  Government.     It  I   think,  a 

degrading  position  for  the  clerL:y  of 
this  great  Piitablishnient  to  come  knocking 
like  menciicanta  at  the  d(K>rof  this  Hou.se. 
If  this  Amendment  Ihi  i)assed  it  will 
reduce  the  number  of  recipients  of  this 
bounty  or  Parliamentary  grant,  which  is 
founded,  we  are  told,  upon  jiwtice, 
although  nobody  will  explain  why  the 
spirit  of  justice  is  to  entirely  disappear  in 
a  couple  of  years'  time.  If  this  i.s  a  juht 
grant,  why  do  the  Government  mean  to 
stop  it  in  two  years  t  It  can  oidy  ^>e 
upon  one  aasumptioii,  and  that  is  that 
they  do  not  anticipate  being  in  office  then. 
If  this  grant  be  a  just  one,  ami  these  men 
are  right,  their  claim  will  be  a& 
just  in  ten  years'  as  in  two  years' 
time.  But  there  is  another  reason 
why  this  relief  should  not  lie  given,  and 
it  is  this,  that  the  tithes  are 
placed  upon  a  basis  of  greater  securit}^ 
l>y  the  collection  of  tithes  through  the 

Mr.  MrLaren. 


agency  of  the  land-owuei-.  I,)oea  any 
reasonable  man  in  this  House  suppase 
that  if  the  elergv'man  to  day  had  to 
go  and  take  one-tenth  of  the  pails  of 
milk,  one-tenth  of  the  Iambs  from  the 
flock,  one-tenth  of  the  sheep  from  the 
fold,  and  one-tenth  of  the  produce  of  the 
orchard,  that  sueh  tithes  would  be  le^iaUe 
to-day  \  Tliey  would  have  l»een  rejected 
alfsolutel}'  and  utterly  all  through  the 
coiuitrx',  and  it  is  ordy  bt^'ause  the  Legis* 
'  lature  put  this  tax  upon  a  sound  Parlia- 
mentary footing  in  the  interests  of  the 
clergy  in  1H;J6,  that  it  was  collectable 
at  all,  and  later  on  they  were  relieved 
of  the  ignominious  process  of  distraint. 
Therefore  we  have  alanidant  ivason  for 
differentiating  l>etween  the  clergy  ia 
possession  of  the  tithe  at  the  present 
moment  and  those  whom  it  is  proposed  to 
limit  by  the  scope  of  this  Amendment 
which  I  3upp<irt. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEEE  (Korthampton) : 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  ver}*  rightly  called  attention 
to  the  extraordinary  speech  made  by  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture.  Like  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  I  deplore  the  olistmctive 
tactics  and  the  opposition  of  the  Minister 
for  Agriculture. 

Mr.  long  :  A\'hat  I  olwti-uciion ! 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  Yes.  oppoaitioa 
to  what  is  right. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  In  what  way  t 

Mr.  LAB0UCHf:KE  :  Why,  the 
opposition  to  us.  Why  did  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  make  that  speech  X 
Simply  because  at  the  time  he  had  not 
got  his  men  up  and  had  not  got  his 
majority  at  hand  to  vote  us  down  as  upon 
ordinary  occasions.  Therefore,  he  threw 
l>ones  of  contention  at  this  House  which 
had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Bill.  But  we  do  not  follow  the  course 
suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
\se  have  stood  solidly  to  arguments,  and 
sound  and  potent  arguments,  in  regard  to 
the  Amendment  which  is  l>efore  the 
House.  But  of  what  use  are  our  argu- 
ments 1  How  many  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will 
answer  them  %  ^^'^ly,  there  are  very  few 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  will  even  condescend 
to  listen  to  us.  One  hon.  Gentleman  after 
another  has  got  up  on  this  side  of  the 
House  and  submitted  some  new  argument. 
I  myself  know  fifty  new  argiunents,  every 
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one  of  which  would  utterly  smash  and  i  likely  convince  us  that  wc  are  in  the 
destroy  the  position  taken  up  by  the  n'rong  and  he  is  in  the  right.  All  ^ve 
Grovemment,  but  I  am  not  ^ing  to  throw  want  is  justice,  and  wc  desire  to  do  what 
them  away  upon  gentlemen  wno  do  not  is  best  for  the  good  of  the  country.  If 
appreciate  them,  for  it  would  be  casting  |  there  is  anything  in  this  Bill  which  the 
pearls  before — hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  '  right  hon.  Gentleman  can  convince  us  is 
When  a  Minister  brings  in  a  Bill  he  I  worth  having,  we  mil  ttand  by  him.  Wo 
genei-ally  allows  a  little  margin  for  slight  '■  have  passed  the  Second  Heading,  and  now 
concessions  to  hia  opponents,  and  in  that .  we  are  asking  only  for  reasonable  conces- 
way  a  Bill  is  got  through  easily  and  |  sions,  which  the  Government  refuse,  and 
quietly  in  this  House.  But  the  right  hon.  j  they  will  not  even  tell  us  why  they  refuse. 
Gentleman  the  Minister  for  A<:riculture  They  simply  vote  us  down  by  the  brutal 


is  sticking  to  the  letter  of  the  rules  of  the 
House,  and  he  is  violating  the  spiiit  of 
the  rules  of  the  House.  There  are  surely 
some  of  these  Amendments  which  are 
reasonable,  and  some  ooncrasions  ought  to 
be  made.  No  Bill  comes  into  this  House 
perfect,  and  important  changes  are  often 
made.    Why  does  the  right  lion.  Gentle- 


force  of  numbers,  and  that  is  violating 
the  spirit  of  the  rales  of  this  House. 

Mr.  STUART  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) :. 
r  think  there  is  a  much  better  reason 
than  the  impoitance  of  the  Keport  stage 
why  the  Government  cannot  give  way. 
It  is  not  the  future  owner  of  the  benefice 
man  not  accept  in  a  friendly  spirit  one  or  j  who  sits  upon  the  neck  of  the  right  hon. 
two  of  our  Amendments  1    Why,  simply  '  Gentlemen  opposite,  but  it  is  the  present 


I)eciuise  there  is  a  Report  stage,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  afraiit  of  the 
Keport  stage.  The  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
would  not  change  one  letter  or  one  iota 
of  his  Bill,  because  if  he  did  we  should 
have  a  Keport  stage.  Then  wo  should 
Bulnnit  other  valuable  Amendments,  and 


holder  of  the  l>enefice,  and  it  is  to  him 
that  the  Government  have  to  make  a 
sacrifice  in  this  Bill.  During  the  sitting 
of  the  Royal  Commission  I  endeavoured 
to  elicit  some  ar^ment  in  favour  of 
letting  off  from  his  tithes  the  existing 
holder,  but  I  was  not  able  to  find  any 


support  them  by  valuable  arguments.  |  more  arguments  in  its  favour  than  I  have 
Reallv,  the  system  pursued  by  right  hon.   found  during  the  present  Debate.  The 


Gentlemen  and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
is  one  of  obstruction,  for  there  is  obstruc- 
tion by  silence  as  well  as  obstruction  by 
speaking.  We  do  not  like  to  be  treated 
in  this  contemptible  way.  The  only  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  who  attempts  to  re- 
ply to  our  arguments  is  the  hon.  Memlker 
for  King's  Lynn,  and  he  does  it  in  a  very 
dubious  fashion;  otherwise  our  argu- 
ments are  treated  with  contemptuous 

silence.  Has  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  i  Tm''!i  from  a  letter  by 
said  one  word  against  this  Amendment  ?  |  pherson,  who  said 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  North 
Monmouthshire  made  a  ven'  excellent 
speech  ;  but  has  anyl)ody  replied  to  it  ? 
The  hon.  Gentleman  Iwhind  me  made  a 
capital  speech,  and  the  only  answer  was 


real  opposition  is  that  the  present  holder 
has  accepted  his  office  subject  to  the 
tithes  being  paid;  but  this  claim  cannot  Iks 
ur^ed  and  argued  in  favour  of  the  present 
holder,  but  only  on  behalf  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  Church  of  England  as  a  wnole. 
It  is  that  corporation  which  is  now  seeking 
relief  from  the  tithes,  and  not  the  present 
owner  of  the  benefice.  I  made,  about 
this  time  last  year,  an  extract  from  The 

Mr.  H.  Mac- 


"  What  our  federation  did  in  South  Norfolk, 
we  can  repeat  in  15()  county  elections. " 

That  is  .a  statement  by  a  federation,  not 
of  future  holders  of  benefices,  but  of 
present  holders.    Therefore  it  is  perfectly 


that  some  hon.  Member  opposite  spoke  of  '  obvious  why  the  Gk>vcmmcnt  cannot 
the  SMictity  of  contract,  but  I  could  not  accept  this  most  reasonable  Amendment. 


make  out  whether  his  speech  was  m 
favour  of  the  Amendment  or  not.  Why 
does  the  First  Lord  of  Uie  Treasury  not 
make  a  speech  7  I  always  listen  to  him 
with  the  greatest  admiration,  and  I  want 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  him 
upon  this  occasion,  for  it  is  a  question  on 
which  he  will  shine.  He  has  a  philoso- 
phical and  a  theological  mind,  and  if  he 


Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil)  :  I  desire  to  amend  the  Amend- 
ment by  leaving  out  the  word  '*  after "  in 
order  to  insert  the  word  "before."  It 
seems  to  me,  on  all  grounds  of  justice  and 
expediency,  that  those  now  holding  the 
benefices  should  be  relieved,  and  not  th'we 
who  are  presented  to  livings  after  the 


would  take  the  trouble  he  could  very  passing  of  this  Act.  It  is  perfectly  obvious - 
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that  the  whole  ground  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill  is  to  remove  an  existing 
injustice,  and  that  no  grievance  can  exist 
as  far  as  a  person  not  at  present  in  a 
living  is  concerned.  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  sympathise  with  hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  I  think  they 
have  a  very  strong  case  against  this 
Amendment  as  it  stands,  and  I  can  only 
support  it  on  the  ground  that  any  limi- 
tation of  the  Bill  must  have  my  support. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  move  that  the  question  be 
now  put  down  to  the  word  "  only  "  in  the 
-clause. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  The  Amendment 
now  before  the  Committee  must  be  dis- 
posed of  before  any  motion  to  closure 
particular  words  can  be  made. 


*The  CHAIRMAN :  I  will  accept  that 
motion. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS:  I  desire  to 
know,  Sir,  which  question  you  intend  to 
put. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  The  original  ques- 
tion imder  discussioh. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS:  But  I  have 
moved  an  Amendment  to  the  Amend- 
ment. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  did  not  put  the 
hon.  Member's  Amendment.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  intervened  before  I  put 
the  Amendment. 

Question  put^  '*  That  the  question  be 
now  put." 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Then  I  move  The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  258  ; 
that  the  question  be  now  put.  Noes,  160.    (Division  List,  No.  235.) 


Aird,  John 

Allhusen,  Augustus  H.  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold- FoFKter,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
.Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzR. 
Ba^ey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baillie,  Janiea  E.  6.(InvemeH8) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour.KU  Hn.  A.J.  (Manch'r 
Balfonr,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Banbuiy,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
BaiTy,Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor) 
Bartley,  Geor^  C.  T. 
Barton,  0anlj«r  Plunket 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.{Bri8tol 
lieach,  W.  W.  B.  (Hants.) 
Beckett,  Ement  William 
Bentinck,  honX  Henry  C. 
Bethel],  Commander 
Bliownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bill,  Chafles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
BoDsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
BcHcawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Boolnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.(Middle8ex 
Bowles,  T.Gibson(King8Lynn) 
BniHsey,  Albert 
Brocbick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Butlard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,Kt.Hn.JA  (Glasgow 

Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas, 


AYES. 

Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.CW.CDerbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford.  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwicn) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlfun,  Rt  Hn.  J,  (Birm.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Woro'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clarke,  SirEdward(  Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coehill,  Douglas  Hany 
Colstan,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Com  wallis,  FiennesStanley  W. 
Cotton-Jo<lreU,Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,lrwin  E<lward  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  Visconnt 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross.  Herbert  S.  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Cliatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Digby,  John.K.D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  ConingsW  Ralph 
Dixon -Hartland,  ^  F.  Dixon 
Donghty,  Geoi^e 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douclas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoflroy 


Drucker,  A. 

Duneombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Elliot,Hon.A. Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  SirT.  Geoi^e 
FellowcM,  Hon.  AilwynEdwd. 
Fergnason .  R  t .  Hn.  Sir  J.(Man. ) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyns 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  \Vuliam 
FitzWyyrani.  General  SirF. 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Gallowiiy,  William  Johnson 
Garlit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibb8,Hon.A.G.H.(C.  ofLond. 
Gibb8,Hon.Vicary(St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saanders 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Gonlon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
GoBchen,RtHoGJ.(StGeoij^8 
Goschen,  (leorge  J.  (Sussex) 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Heniy  Robert 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbtuy) 
Gretton,  .lohn 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall,  Rt.  Hod.  Sir  Charles 
Halsev,  Thomaft  Frederiek 
Hamilton,Kt.Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbar7,RtHon.RobertWai. 
Hanson,  Sir  R^inald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigb 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Aagostos 
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Hermon<Hodge.  Robb.  Trotter 
Hill,Sir  Edward  Stock  ( Brbtol 
Hoare,Edw.Brodie  (Hampstd. 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse.  Henry 
Holland.Hon.  Lionel  K.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  WiUiam  Henry 
Hooldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Heniy 
Hvward,  Joseph 
Howell.  William  Tudor 
Hozier.Hn.Jameii  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hudson,  Geor},'e  Bickereteth 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhoiise 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkin».  Sir  John  Jouet* 
Johnstone.  Heywood  (Sussex) 
JoUi£fe,  Hon.  H.  (reorge 
Kemp,  Geoi^ge 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut-General 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
LawsoD,  J«hD  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thof.  (Londonderry) 
Lecky.  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Edw.H. 
Lees.  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leighton,  Stanley 
LlewelvnSirDiltwyn-  (Swans. 
Lockwood.  U,.  VA.  A.  B. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long.Rt.  H  n.  Walter(  Liverpool 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowe,  Fnincu*  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
LaeaB-Sha«lwel1,  William 
Afacartney,  W.  Ellison 
Hacdoua,  John  Cunintin;; 
llaclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenue 
M'Iver,SirLewis  (Edinlwro'W. 
Malcolm.  Ian 

Meltor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
M«Iville.  Beresford  Valentine 


{11  July  1899) 

Meysey'Thompson.  Sir  H.  M. 
Miudlemore,  John  T. 
MUbank,  Sir  Powlett  Cluw.  J. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingiiain 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milton,  Viflconnt 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Cliartes  James 
Monta^  HoD.J.Soott(Hante) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jas|»er(Shropslure 
Morgan,  Hn.Fred(Monm  thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herl)ert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  ( Deptford 
Mount,  William  (Jeorge 
Muntz,  Philip  A.  [(Bute) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Graham 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Viscount 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nortbcote,  Hon.  SirH.Stafford 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrena 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Rol)ert 
Platt-Hiy^ni*.  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Pryee-Jones,  Lt.>Col.  Edward 
Pun-is,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Kichardson,SirTlios.  ( Hartlep'l 
Ridley  ,Rt.Hn.SirMatthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robinson,  BrrH>ke 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Hany  S.  (Limehouse) 
SasKoon,  Sir  E*lward  Albert 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
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Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Siitebottom,  Williaiu(Derl)3^h. . 
Simeon,  Sir  Barringhm 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand)  i 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  G.  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth)  ' 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanca^^hire) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charle:^  Hedley 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
TaIliot,Rt.Hn.J.G.  (Ox.  Univ. 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemacbe,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson.Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Cliarles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn  James  Leslie 
Ward,  Hon.  R.  A.  (Crewe) 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Ut.  Hon.JohnLloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willianu,  Jos.  Powelt-(Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  J .  W .  ( Worcestersh.  N. ) 
Wodehoase,HtHon  E  R  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gnstav  WUhelm 
Wortley.Rt.  Hon.C.  B.Stnart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham -Quin,  Major  W,  H. 
Wy%'ill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Young,  Commander(Berk8,E.)' 
Younger,  William 
Tellers  for  the  Aves— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and. 

Mr.  Anatruther. 


Allen.W.  (Nowc  under  Lyme) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Amlvose,  Robert 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Atfierley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baker,  Sir  Juhn 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brnnner,  Sir  John  Toralinaon 
Brycc,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
BuehMian,  Thomas  Kvbom 
Buxton.  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron.  Rob».rt  (Durham) 
Cfunpbell-Bannerman  Sir  H. 
Caoston,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channmg,  Francis  Allston 
Clark.  Dr.  G.  B.  (CaithnesB-eh. 


NOES. 

Clougo,  Walter  Owen 
Colvflle,  John 
Ccombie,  John  William 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curran,  Thomas  (SUgo,  S.) 
Dabdel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  M.Vauglian-fCardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Emmott,  Alfred 
EvanB,Samnel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Ferguson, B.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  {Derby  Co. ) 
Fowler,  Right  Hon  Sir  Henry 
Goddanl,  iMniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Goarley,SirEdwardTemperley 


Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gurdon,Sir  William  Brampton ; 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Haroourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W. 
Harwood,  Geoi^e 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  Clias.  H. . 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 
Hog^,  James  Francis 
Holden,  Sir  Angus 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Moriey) 
Jacol^,  James  Alfred 
Johnson-Ferguson,  Jabez 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RbHnSirir 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kinlocii,  Sir  J.  George  Smytlu 
KitsoD,  Sir  James 
Labouohere,  Heniy 
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.Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
LawaonSirW  irfred(Cu  i  riVIand 
Leuty,  Thomas  Kichmond 
Lewii  John  Herbert 
Ltoyd-George,  David 
LogaD,  John  William 
LoiiL'h,  Thomas 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
\IacaleeHe,  Daniel 
MacDonnell.  Dr.  M.  A.  (Q.C.) 
JtfacNtiUjJohi)  Uordon  Swift 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'fifaee,  i^chanl 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fi«d. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mapinn,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Jtfeflor,  Rt.  Hon.  J.W.(York8) 
Mendl,  Sigi»nmnd  Ferdinand 
.Monta^,8irS.  (Wliitechapet) 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Cannarthen) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (BreconHhire) 
Morley.Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Montrose) 
Morris,  Samuel 
^Morton,  Ed.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
M08B,  Samuel 
adoalton,  John  Fletcher 


{COMMONS} 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomap  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow.W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Pal  raer,SirCliarle8M.{  Durham 
Palmer,  lieorge  W.  (Reading) 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (NorttiumU) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hafe 
Pilkington.Sir.  G.A(LancBSW 
Power,  Patrick  Joiteph 
Price,  Rol»ert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberta,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson.  Edmund  (Dundee) 
RoI)eon,  William  Snowdon 
Samaet,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfarsh, 
Smith,  Satnnel  (Flint) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  liiilip  J. 
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Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmealh) 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthoi,  E.) 
Tliomae,Alfred  (Ulamorgan,E. 
Thomas,  DavidAlfd.  (Merthyr 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace.  Robert 
Walton,  Jn.  Lawson  (Lee^ts,  S. 
Warner,  Thomas  Coortney  T. 
WedderWn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Ptthpei- 
Williams,  John  Can'ellTSottsi. 
Wills,  Sir  William  Heniy 
Wilson,  Charies  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  {York,  W.  R) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  Jolm  (Govan) 
Woodhonse,  SirJ .  T.  ( H  ud'rsf  d 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan.  East) 
Yoxafi,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noks — 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthnr. 


Question  put  accordingly,  That  those]  The  Gomnuttee  divided : — Ayes,  165; 
'words  be  there  inserted.'  i  Noes,  262.    (Division  List,  Na  236.) 


.AlIen,Wm.  (Newc-un.-Lyme) 

Allison,  Robert  Andrew 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Asquith,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  H. 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  Jolm  (Yorkshire) 

Austin,  M.  (Lunerick,  W.) 

Baker,  Sir  John 

Barlow,  John  Emroott 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B, 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrelt,  Augustine 

Broadhurst,  Henry 
.Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Biyee,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rvbum 

Bnxten,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James  { 
•Cameron,  Robert  (Durham)  1 
•Cameron,SirCharleH(Gla8gow  i 
■Campbell'Baonerman,  Sir  H,  j 

CaastoD,  Richard  Kni^t 
■Cawle^,  Frederick 

Chanmng,  Francis  AUston 
■Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithness-sh. 

Clough,  Walter  Owen 
'Colvule,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crombie,  John  William 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
DaJziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  M.Vaughan,(Cardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Ca»t(un  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 


AYES. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanai^)  ' 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
EvatiB,  Hanmel  T.  (Glamorgan 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro{Leit]i) 
Fitziiiaurice,  Lord  Edmoml 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (DerbyCo. ) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
<ioddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charies 

Gourtey,SirEdwardTemperley 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
(lUrdon,  Sir  William  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burden 
Harconrt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thon.  Cliarles  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  H. 
Hoean,  James  Francis 
Holden,  Sir  Angus 
Holland,  W^m.H.(York,  W.R.) 
Homiman,  Frederick  Jolm 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hntton,  Alfred  E.  (Moriey) 
Jaooby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson-Fersuaon,  JabezEdw. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
JoneB,I}avidBrynmoT(Swana'a 
Kay-Shuttleworth,  RtHnSirU 
Kearley,  Hadson  E. 
KiulocD,  Sir  John  George  S. 


Kitenn,  Sir  James 
Lahouchere,  Henry 
Lambert  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Lenty,  'Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Llc^d-George,  David 
Lo^n,  John  William 
Loueh,  Thomas 
Lvell,  Sir  Leonard 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Or.M.  A  .(Qa'nsC) 
NacNeill,  Jolm  iiordon  Swift 
M'Dennott,  Patrick 
M'Ewso,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Ranald 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Menor,lRt.  Hon.J.W.(YoA«.) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Tlirogmorton 
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Allhosen,  A.  Henry  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edwaid  Mervyn 
Arnold.  Alfred 
Arnold- Fontter,  Hugh  O. 
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Tollemache,  Henry  James 
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Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Su-  WilUam  Walrond  ard 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move  :  "  That  the  ques- 
tion, '  That  the  words  of  the  clause  "  shall 
be  liable  to  pay  only"  stand  part  of  the 
cliiuae,'  be  now  put." 

*TheCHAIRM  AN :  There  is  an  Amend- 
ment standing  in  the  Paper  in  the  name 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North-West 
Durham  which,  I  think,  the  Committee 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing. 
If  the  Committee  would  be  prepared  to 
discuss  that  Amendment,  I  should  decline 
to  accept  the  motion  of  the  First  Lord  of  j 
the  Treiisury  ;  but  if  the  Committee  do 
not  accept  that  view,  I  shall  be  compelled  ' 
to  accept  the  motion. 

Hon.  Membebs  :  Oh,  oh ! 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  :  i 
May  I  ask,  Sir,  on  a  point  of  order,  in 
what  way  the  resolution  of  tho  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  put  in  the  event  of 
any  arrangement  being  arrived  at  by  the 
acceptance  of  the  Amendment  you  liave 
mentioned  ?  I  submit  that  the  propo- 
sition should  lie  accepted  or  refused. 


*The  CHAIEMAN  :  X  said  I  could  not 

accept  the  motion  of  the  Leader  of  the 
House,  because  I  thought  there  was  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  which  should 
be  discussed.  But,  of  course,  if  the  Com- 
mittee decline  to  discuss  that  Amendment, 
I  shall  be  compelled  to  accept  the  motion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  I  rise.  Sir,  to 
another  point  of  order.  I  wonder  where 
I  come  in. 

{    *The  chairman  :  The  Amendment 

of  the  hon.  Member  does  not  come  before 
'  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North-West 
Durham. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
The  Committee  is  a  little  at  a  loss  to 
I  understand    what    the    proceeding  ia. 
.  While  fully  recognising  your  desire  to 
I  secure  for  the  Committee  the  conaiden- 
'  tion  of  a  particular  Amendment,  I  would 
'  ask  how  we  can  be  allowed  to  consider 
that   Amendment  without  having  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  others. 
Should  we>  for  instance,  have  an  opgat- 
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feunity  of  considering  the  Amendment 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Camarron  Boroughs,  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  the  discussion  of 
the  Amendment  which  has  just  been 
negatived.  The  point  is,  by  what  process 
one  Amendment  can  be  selected  and 
saved  from  the  wreck  without  any  mercy 
being  shown  to  the  others. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  Earlier 
in  the  evening  I  made  the  observation 
that  we  could  not.  very  well  tell  what 
Amendments  would  be  put,  and  I  was 
Uien  assured  that  every  Amendment 
which  was  in  order  would  be  put  from  the 
Chair.  And  I  was  debarredfrom  continuing 
the  argument  I  was  addressing  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  ground  of  Amendments 
that  were  to  follow.  I  would  venture  to 
submit  to  you,  Sir,  that  what  the  Com- 
mittee is  entitled  to  ask  is  that,  before 
the  Amendments  are  shut  out,  you  should 
on  ew^  Amendment  rule  it  out  of  order. 
To  put  to  the  Committee  generally 
whether  they  are  prepared  to  discuss  a 
particular  Amendment  or  not  is  to  me  an 
entirely  new  proceeding. 

Hon.  Members:  No. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Yes; 
I  can  understand  that  the  Amendment 
may  be  accepted,  but  how  can  the  Com- 
mittee generally  say  whether  they  will 
or  will  not  discuss  an  Amendment  1  I 
would  ask  your  ruling  upon  the  point. 
As  to  the  motion  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  claim  that  if  that  Amend- 
ment is  in  order  it  should  be  put  from  the 
Chair.  The  House  of  Commons  has  a 
right  —  the  minority  even  have  some 
rights — to  see  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  are  observed.  Therefore,  we  ask 
your  decision  upon  the  motion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  strike  out  the 
words  down  to  "  only." 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  To  keep 
them  in. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  That  is 
^e  motion  that  is  before  the  Committee ; 
and,  of  course,  if  it  is  put  and  carried,  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North-Weat  Durham  cannot  be  put.  I 
tuuierstand  you  to  sa^  that,  if  the  Com- 
mittee proposes  to  discuss  that  Amend- 
ment, you  will  not  put  from  the  Chair  the 
motion  of  tiie  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman.  Il 
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that  is  so,  then,  of  course,  the  motion  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  falls  to  the 
ground.  You  have  told  us  that  you  will 
not  put  that  motion  if  the  Committee  is 
prepared  to  discuss  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  North- West  Durham, 
and,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  pro- 
pared  to  do  that. 

Mk.  ELLIS  J.  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) : 
May  I  ask,  Sir,  whether,  you  having 
refused  the  closure,  the  right  procedure 
is  not  to  go  on  with  the  next  Amendment 
on  the  Paper  ? 

«The  CHAIRMAN :  I  have  followed  a 
precedent  which  is  inmy  mind — and  in  the 
mind  of  many  other  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  was  set  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bodmin 
a  good  many  years  ago.  In  endeavouring 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  minority  it 
seemed  to  me  that  there  was  one  sub- 
stantial Amendment  which  would  be  shut 
out  if  I  accepted  the  motion  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House. 
I  was  endeavouring  to  protect  the  rights 
of  the  minority  in  that  respect,  and 
endeavouring  to  procure  for  them  a  dis- 
cussion of  that  Amendment;  but  if  the 
minority  do  not  wish  the  course  I 
suggested  to  be  taken,  of  course,  the  only 
alternative  for  me  is  to  accept  the  motion 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (ComwaU,  Bodmin) : 
Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  recall  the 
circumstances  to  which  you  have  referred, 
Sir,  because  it  may  have  some  bearing  on 

the  conduct  of  the  Committee  to-day. 
The  Committee  at  that  time  was  in  a  very 
excited  condition,  and  it  had  had  a  pro- 
tracted Debate  over  many  Amendments 
to  the  Irish  Crimes  Prevention  Bill,  and 
a  motion  was  made  that  certain  words 
should  stand  part  of  the  clause.  I  said 
that  if  that  motion  were  accepted  it  would 
cut  out  one  or  two  Amendments,  to 
which  I  directed  attention^  which  in  my 
judgment  were  substantial  Amendments, 
and  I  tfawefore  hesitated  to  accept  the 
motion.  Tha«upon  the  members  of 
the  Committee  agreed,  practically  with- 
out any  vote  taken  on  the  subject,  to 
drop  all  the  intermediate  Amendments, 
except  the  one  or  two  to  which  I  called 
attention,  and  to  proceed  with  the  dis- 
cussion. That,  I  presume,  is  what  you 
have  suggested  on  the  present  occasion. 

T 
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I  may  say,  looking  back  to  that  time, 
that  if  the  Committee  had  not  followed 
the  suggestion  made  of  saving  the  one  or 
two  substantia!  Amendments  to  which  I 
have  referred,  I  should,  not  perhaps 
immediately,  but  after  a  short  interval, 
have  accepted  the  motion  that  certain 
words  should  stand  part,  even  though 
they  did  cut  out  those  substantial  Amend- 
ments, because  it  is  impossible,  as  I  con- 
ceive, for  the  Chairman  to  do  othenvise, 
having  regard  to  the  conduct  of  business, 
as  wml  as  to  the  rights  of  jHivate  Mem- 
bers and  of  the  minority.  If  business  is 
so  conducted  as  to  render  progress 
impossible,  then,  at  whatever  cost,  it  is 
inevitable  that  certain  substantial  Amend- 
ments may  come  to  be  overlooked. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEEMAN  : 
I  am  sure,  Sir,  there  is  no  disposition  in 
this  quarter  of  the  House  to  do  otherwise 
than  facilitate  an  arrangement — perhaps 
not  entirely  to  the  liking  of  hon.  ftfembers 
of  this  side  of  the  House  who  think  they 
have  been  treated  with  small  amoiuit  of 
courtesy— but  at  the  same  time  to  facili- 
tate such  an  arrangement.  What  we  do 
not  see  is  how,  as  a  matter  of  form,  it  is 
to  be  brought  about.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  reminded  us  of  an 
occasion  to  which  reference  has  been 
made  ;  but  I  would  ask  you.  Sir,  whether, 
in  addition  to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North- West  Durham,  to 
which  you  attach  importance,  you  would 
not  also  include  in  your  exception  the 
particular  Amendment  to  which'  refer- 
ence has  been  previously  made  to-day, 
and  as  to  which  an  assurance  was  un- 
doubtedly given  to  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  West  Monmouth  that  it 
would  be  put  from  the  Chair. 


*The  CHAIRMAN  ;  I  have  a  note 
opposite  that  particular  Amendment  that 
it  ought  to  come  up  as  a  new  clause,  and 
if  it  had  been  reached  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business  I  should  have  ruled 
that  it  ought  to  have  been  raised  as  a  new 
clause,  in  the  same  wi^y  as  I  ruled 
yesterday  that  an  Amendment  put  down 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Monmouth 
should  have  been  brought  up  as  a  new 
clause.  Therefore  the  non.  Member  for 
the  Carnarvon  Boroughs  will  not  be 
injured  if  the  arrangemeni'  I  suggested  is 
adopted. 

Mr.  Cottrtney. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 

That  entirely  saves  the  understanding 
with  my  right  hon.  friend. 


Sir  WILLIAM  HAKCOUHT:  Yoa 
have  said,  Sir,  that  your  decision  on  this 
matter  will  be  taken  on  whether  the 

House  is  disposed  or  not  disposed  to  dis- 
cuss the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Durham.  How  is  that  to  be  ascer- 
tained? I  ask  you  to  tell  us,  because 
that  seems  to  me  to  be  the  turning  pcnnt 
of  the  matter. 


*The  CHAIRMAN  ;  I  propose  to  ascer- 
tain that  by  calling  upon  the  hon.  Member 
for  Durham..  There  is  only  one  other 
hon.  Member  who  has  an  Amendment 
before  that  in  order,  and  if  that  hon. 
Member  insists  on  his  title  to  intervene, 
of  course  the  arrangement  would  be  de- 
stroyed, and  I  should  be  compelled  to 
accept  the  motion  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury. 


An  Hon.  Mehbkr:  Whose  Amend- 
ment is  that  1 


"^Tbe  CHAIRMAN :  The  Amendment 
in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Merthyr  Tydvil. 


Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  My  Amend- 
ment is  quite  as  substantial  as  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  North-West  Durham. 
If  I  had  not  regarded  it  as  a  substantial 
Amendment  I  would  not  have  put  it  on 
the  Paper. 


Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  ask,  on  a 
point  of  order,  whether  there  is  any  pre- 
cedent for  the  course  which  you,  Mr. 
Lowther,  are  now  taking ;  that  is  to  say, 
in  passing  over  a  Meml^r  of  die  House 
whose  Amendment  is  in  order,  and  calling 
on  an  hon.  Member  whose  name  stands 
subsequent  on  the  Paper.  Referring  for 
a  moment  to  the  only  precedent  alluded 
to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Eodmin,  I  wish  to  direct 
attention  to  the  fact  on  that  occasion, 
after  a  very  heated  discussion,  and  on 
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the  tenth  or  eleventh  night  of  the  dis- 
cussion, the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bod- 
min was  dealing  with  only  a  small  party 
in  the  House,  of  which  I  was  a  Member, 
and  not  with  the  whole  body  of  the 
Opposition  in  this  House.  I  venture  to 
submit  that  in  the  present  instance 
you,  Mr.  Lowther,  are  making  a 
large  advance  on  that  precedent.  This 
is  only  the  second  night  of  the  Debate 
in  Committee,  and  the  Opposition  is  not  a 
small  minority,  but  the  whole  Opposition 
in  the  House.  I  conclude  by  asking  you 
again  whether  there  is  any  precedent  for 
the  Chairman  passing  over  an  hon. 
Member  whose  Amendment  stands  upon 
the  Paper,  and  calling  upon  another  hon. 
Member  whose  name  stands  subsequently 
on  the  Paper. 


*The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
has  misunderstood  the  situation.  I  did  not 
mas  over  the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr 
Tydvil  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  stated  quite 
clearly  that,  except  with  his  consent,  I 
could  not  call  upon  the  hon.  Member  for 
North- West  Durham.  If  he  refuses  his 
consent,  we  are  left  in  the  same  position 
as  at  the  close  of  the  last  Division. 


Mr  D.  A.  THOMAS  :  I  will  give  my 
consent. 


Mr  ELLIS  J.  GRIFFITH  :  I  also 
would  be  cut  out  if  this  course  were 
taken.  My  Amendment  to  limit  the 
operation  of  £he  Act  to  benefices  given 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act  is  in  order, 
and  stands  next  on  the  Paper. 


♦The  CHAIRMAN  ;  Of  course,  that 
Amendment  would  be  passed  over  along 
with  others.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  not 
in  order,  but  it  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  so 
substantial.  There  is  a  difference  between 
these  Amendments.  Some  are  very  im- 
portant ;  others  not  so  important.  In 
my  opinion  the  most  important  Amend- 
ment that  would  be  passed  over  would 
be  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
West  Durham. 


Mr  ELLIS  J.  GRIFFITH  :  Am  I 
to  understand  that  you  are  passing  over 
my  Amendment  to  go  on  to  another  1 

T  2 


*The  CHAIRMAN  :  Theonly  Amend- 
ment yet  passed  over  with  the  consent  of 
the  hon.  Mei^ber  in  whose  name  it  stands 
is  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Merthyr  Tydvil.  The  other  Amend- 
mentE  are  subsequent  to  that  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North-West  Durham. 


Mr  ELLIS  J.  GRIFFITH:  Do  I 
understand  that  by  calling  on  the  next 
Amendment  you  have  passed  over  my 
Amendment,  which  is  in  order,  and  which 
stands  next  on  the  Paper  1 


*The  CHAIRMAN:  It  is  just  the 
opposite.  The  Amendment  standing  in 
the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Angle- 
sey comes  after  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  North-West  Durham. 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  On  a  point 
of  order.  I  have  an  Amendment  on 
page  16.  If  it  be  in  order  it  is  un- 
doubtedly an  important  and  substantitil 
Amendment.  It  would  be  ruled  out  by 
the  closure  suggested.  May  I  ask  if  that 
Amendment  oFmine  is  in  order  ?  * 


*Thb  chairman  :  I  have  the  same 
note  opposite  to  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  L^nn  as  I  have 
opposite  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Car: 
narvon.  It  ought  to  be  raised  as  a  new 
clause.  I  call  upon  the  hon.  Member  for 
North-West  Durham. 


Mr.  ATHERLEY  -  JONES  (N.-W. 
Durham) :  I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment 
standing  in  my  name.  The  principle 
upon  which  the  Bill  is  founded  is  to  be 
discoveretl  in  the  declaration  in  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission,  and  the 
spee^es  of  the  Members  of  the  Govern; 
ment,  and  of  the  Commission  during  the 
earlier  stages  of  the  discussion.  I  gather 
from  these  that  the  great  object  of  the 
Bill  is  that,  according  to  their  Wew  of  the 
facts,  certain  deductions  from  the  rateable 
value  of  the  tithe  rent-charge  had  not 
been  made  in  the  case  of  beneficed  clergy 
which  ought  to  have  been  made.  With  the 
single  exception  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
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Membei'  for  Plymouth,  hoii.  Members 
were,  on  the  (lovernment  side  of  the 
House,  solicitous  during  the  Debate  to 
repudiate  the  idea  that  this  concession, 
for  concession  it  is,  was  made  on  the 
ground  of  sympathy  with  the  distressful 
condition  of  the  clergy.  I  am  afraid  that 
we  have  a  very  shrewd  suspicion,  a  suspi- 
cion to  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Plymouth  lent  his  authority, 
that  the  rcUsm  d'etre  was  not  any  unjust 
principle  of  deductions  applied  to  the 
tithe  rent-charge,  but  rather  the  view 
that  the  clergy  are,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  sympathy,  entitled  to  some 
concession  on  the  part  of  the  genera!  tax- 
payers. I  would  point  out  to  the  House 
that  the  claim  made  in  behalf  of  the 
clergy  is  that  there  are  a  certain  number 
of  (Auctions  which  ought  to  be  made 
and  which  have  not  been  made.  After  a 
very  careful  and  prolonged  investigation 
a  certain  number  of  deductions  were 
made,  and  these  are  set  out  in  the  Ke- 
port  I  am  prepared  to  admit,  and  I 
think  it  is  a  very  sound  proposition,  that 
if  you  can  establish  that  the  clergy  for 
the  p"— «)se  of  discharging  their  office,  or 
causing  their  office  properly  to  be  dis- 
charged, aie  put  to  expenses  which  fall 
or  are  likely  to  fall  on  the  tithe  rent- 
charge,  then,  I  think,  that  is  a  deduction 
which  may  reasonably  be  made.  There 
Me  two  deductions  in  my  mind  to  which 
that  principle  applies,  and  two  only.  One 
is  in  respect  of  the  repair  of  the  church  ; 
the  other  is  in  respect  aS  the  necessary 
employment  of  a  curate  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  the  duties  of  the  benefice. 
Now,  I  believe  that  the  law,  as  it  at 
^present  stands,  speaking  generally,  in 
spite  of  a  recent  decision,  does  recognise 
that>  deductions  may  be  properly  made 
from  the  rateable  value  of  the  benefice  for 
the  purpose  of  the  repair  of  the  church, 
or,  at  any  rate,  for  the  purpose 
of  the  repair  of  that  particular 
part  of  the  buildiiw  for  which 
the  parson  is  responsible.  As  to  the 
other  charge  in  regard  to  the  employ- 
ment of  a  curate,  1  am  prepared  to  con- 
cede that  as  the  law  at  present  stands, 
the  curate's  salary  cannot  properly  be 
allocated  to  tithe  rent-charge,  unless  hi^ 
employment  is  compulsory.  Speaking 
for  myself — and  I  do  not  luiow  that  any 
of  my  lion,  or  right  hon.  friends  would 
controvert  the  proposition — I  think  it 
would  be  only  fair  and  reasonable  that 
these  two  deductions  should  be  made. 

Mr,  Aihfrley-Jones. 


This  Bill  is  founded  on  the  principle  of 
deduction,  and  the  hon.  Member  who  is 
'  leaponsiblc  for  the  Report  has  eternally 
hannnered  on  that  question.     It  is  be- 
'  cause  the  parson  is  not  fairly  treated  in 
:  respect  of  rating  that  he  is  entitled  to 
I  these  grants,  and  because  there  would  be 
difficulty  in  adjusting  the  rating  in  each 
particular  case.     One  of  the  most  ex- 
perienced persons  connected  with  the 
administration  of  ecclesiastical  revenues^ 
Mr.  De  Bock  Porter  (Secretary  to  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners),  repudiated 
the  justice  of  making  deductions  fnun 
the  tithe  rent-charge,  with  the  exception 
of  repairs  of  the  chancel  and  the  employ- 
ment of  a  curate.    What  are  these  other 
deductions  ]     One  of  them  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stroud  put 
forward  was  the  land  tax.     Now,  why 
should  the    land    tax    be    deducted  1 
The  same  hon.  Gentleman  asked  whether 
deduction  should  not  be  made  in  respect 
of  wages  for  superintendence.    Now,  I 
shrink  from  arguing  that  point,  because 
is  there  anything  more  repugnant  to  one's 
conception  of  the  position  of  a  clergyman 
who  has  the  cure  of  souls  than  that  there 
should  be  a  <ieduction  made  from  the 
tithe  rent-charge  }>ased  upon  the  principle 
of  wages  ?    A  very  distinguished  ju^e 
repudiated  the  idea  with  absolute  horrw 
as  an  indignity  to  the  Church,  and  yet 
we  are  invited  in  the  discussion  which  has 
taken  place  during  this  Debate  to  grant 
a  deduction  for  the  services  of  the  pastor 
of  a  church  in  superintending  the  cure  of 
souls  as  proper.    I  will  not  condescend 
to  discuss  that  point,  because  every  person 
who  has  given  evidence  upon  that  ques- 
tion, with  the  single  exception  of  the  Don. 
Member,  has  repudiated  in  the  strongest 
possible   manner    the    idea   that  you 
should  value  by  wages  the  high  and 
sacred  duty    which    a    clergyman  of 
the  Church  of  England  has  to  perform. 
It  is  perfectly  ti-ue  that  a  considerable 
number  of  dergy  do  suffer  from  very 
grievous  distress.  We  know  the  numerous 
\  appeals  which  have  been  made  in  this 
I  respect,  and  had  this   measure  been 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  necessitous 
I  clergy,  I  do  not  think  we  should  have 
;  been  prepared  to  deal  otherwise  than  in  a 
generous  and  lilieral  manner  with  such  a 
'  measure,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the 
^  principles  which  we  are  bound  to  pro- 
I  mote.    But  it  is  conceded  that  it  is  not 
I  for  the  benefit  of  the  distressed  dergy, 
I  because  it  is  not  the  distressed  cle^yman 
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with  the  small  tithe  who  will  derive  any 
benefit  from  this  Bill.  The  man  who 
will  derive  most  benefit  ia  the  largest 
titheH}wner.  One  word  only  in  con- 
clusion. It  is  continually  contended,  and 
without  the  smallest  pretence  of  justifica- 
tion, that  the  clergyman  is  twidly  treate<l 
To  a  large  extent  that  statement  has  been 
exploded  over  and  over  again  hy  the 
illustrations  which  h&\e  been  given  by 
my  hon.  friends  on  this  sidu  of  the 
House.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  when  these  commutations  took  place, 
not  merely  the  landlord,  but  the  clerical 
tithe-owner  greatly  benefited.  In  the 
first  place,  they  had  the  certainty  of  their 
income,  which  they  did  not  have  Iwfore  ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  they  were  not 
exposed  to  the  \icissitudes  of  agriculture, 
because  they  still  had  their  income 
by  the  system  of  commutation.  If  there 
is  an  injustice  at  all  to  the  clergy,  it 
IB  a  microscopic  injustice,  and  thi^i  Bill 
ia  entirely  out  of  proportion  to  the 
in^ostice  under  which  they  suti'er.  That 
injustice  can  be  dealt  with  under  the 
IHvsent  law,  and  deductions  given  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  situation.  It  is 
qtiite  unne<%8sary  that  we  should  give  a 
wholesale  dole  to  the  clergy,  which,  after 
all,  will  not  very  often  be  of  assistance  to 
the  really  necessitous  cases. 


Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  1,  line  5,  after  tlie  word  •  Lunetioe," 
toiiuerttuc  words, '  who  lias  incurred  expeii^tes 
in  the  employment  of  a  curate  fur  tlie  pur- 
poses of  sDcb  benetiee,  or  has  incarred  exi>en3e«t 
about  repairing  the  cliurch  belonging  u>  such 
benefice,  be  slull,  where  sucli-  expenUitnre  is 
not  lesH  than  one-balf  of  the  amoant  of  auy 
rate  to  which  this  Act  applies.'  ''—{Mt: 
A  tK^ley- Jones. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  woid^ 
be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  LONG:  The  hon.  Gentleman s 
speech  and  Amendment  are  very  helpful, 
domonstrating  as  they  do  the  enormous 
difficulty  of  the  task  which  he  has  set 
himself  to  accomplish.  He  desires  to 
specify  what  form  the  relief  of  rating 
uiall  take,  and  for  what  services  alone  this 
relief  shall  be  given.  Well,  the  Govern- 
ment are  abundantly  justified  in  the 
line  that  they  have  adopted  liy  the 
Beport  of  the  Koyal  Commission.  The 


Koyal  Commission  had  before  them  all 
'  the  evidence  to  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  referred,  and  wo 

■  know  that  they  included  in  their  inquiry 
:  this  question  of  deductions  from  the  rate- 
able value.  I  admit  at  once  that  if  we 
were  dealing  in  a  permanent  way  with 
the  whole  question  of  local  taxation,  un- 
questionably it  is  by  some  form  of  deduc- 
tion that  we  should  have  to  seek  a 
permanent  remedy.  The  statement  that 
the  Koyal  Commission  recommended  that 
form  of  relief  is  a  complete  mistake.' 

I  The  majority  of  the  KoyaJ  Commission, 
on  the  contrary,  made  recommendations 
of  the  most  general  character,  and  it  was 

'  only  three  Members  of  the  Commission 

,  who  recommended  that  rehef  should  be 
given  by  a  process  of  deductions.  If  the 
majority  of  the  Commission  had  been 
satisfied  that  a  case  for  deductions  had 
been  established,  I  have  no  doubt  that, 
instead  of  making  general  recommenda- 
tions, they  would  have  made  some  recom- 
mendations which  would  have  been  a  guide 
to  the  Government.  They  avoided  doing 
so,  and,  considering  the  difficult  and  com- 
plicated nature  <^  the  subject,  I  am  not 
surprised.  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit, 
on  the  part  of  the  Grovemment,  that  it 

I  would  be  fair  to  lessen  the  incidence  of 

■  the  rates  with  regard  only  to  those  clergy 

■  covered  by  the  Amendment,  because  we 
hold  that,  as  tithe  rent-charge  owners,  the 
position  of  the  whole  of  the  clergy  as 
ratepayers,  as  compared  with  other  rate- 
payers, is  an  unjust  one,  and  ought  to  be 
remedied.      The   Government  cannot, 

'therefore,  accept  the  Amendment. 


Sir  AVILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  I  was 

,  .'Surprised  to  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
!  mon  say  that  the  proposals  of  this  Bill 

were  in  accordance  with  the  recommenda- 
:  tions  of  the  lioyal  Commission,  and  still 
'  more  surprised  that  the  Government  did 
1  not  follow  the  recommendations  of  three 

members  of  the  Commission  whose  nam(» 
■  have  been  specially  mentioned — namely, 
I  Sir  John  Hibbert,  the  late  Chairman  of 

the  Board  of  Inluid  Revenue,  and  the 
I  hon.  and  learned  ^lember  for  Stroud, 

who  recommended  the  self-same  proposal 

as  is  contained  in  the  Amendment.  As 
'  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Government  have 
!  repudiated  the  authorities  upon  whom  the 
j  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Plymouth, 
j  whoso  speech  on  the  Second  Reading  was 
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specially  thrown  at  our  heads,  mainly 
rolied.    I  will  read  the  Report : 

*'  We  desire  to  add  that,  io  eur  opinion,  the 
inequality  which  exists  to  the  detrintent  of 
ownent  of  tithe  rent-char>xe  not  severed  from 
the  benefice  i»  due  to  the  fact  that,  in  ascer- 
taining the  rateable  value  of  such  tithe  rent- 
charge,  sufficient  deductions  from  the  gross 
vahie  have  not  \>eeu  allowed  ;  and  that  it  is 
neoessary,  in  order  to  plaoe  tlie  owners  of  such 
tithe  rent-cha^  on  a  footing  of  eiiuality  with 
the  owners  or  occupied)  of  other  rateable 
property,  to  provide  by  legislation  for  the 
allowance  of  further  deduction<i  from  the  gross 
value,  and  in  such  deductions  to  recognise  the 
liabiUty  which  is  imposed  on  the  owners  of 
su^h  tithe  rent-ckai^e  to  render  certain  ser- 
vices as  a  condition  of  enjoy  ing  their  emolu- 
ments. " 

That  is  the  policy  recommended  by  those 
three  Members  of  the  Commission,  which 
has  been  quoted  as  the  highest  authority 
in  t;he  matter.  I  should  like  to  know 
how  the  first  of  these  signatories  is  going 
ta  vote  on  this  Amendment.  He  has  not 
dissented  from  the  majority  Keport  with- 
out grave  consideration.  That  is  the 
situation  with  reference  to  the  principle  of 
deductions.  But  higher  authority  still, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
this  Bill,  says  that  no  doubt,  if  we  were 
to.  consider  the  question  on  its  merits,  the 
principle  of  deductions  is  the  right 
principle ;  but  then,  why  does  he  not 
adopt  it  1  He  says  it  is  because  of  the 
interim  Report,  in  which  these  three  most 
important  Members  recommended  the 
deductions.  The  majority  Report  made 
no>^Fecommendations  at  all,  and  the  right 
hpn.  Gentleman  says  they  had  not  had 
time,  and  therefore  the  Government  can-* 
not  consider  this  matter  on  its  proper 
footing.  We  believe  the  principle  they 
have  adopted  is  a  wrong  one.  It  is  quite 
obvious  that  if  you  have  a  principle  of 
deductions  you  reform  the  principle  itself 
when  you  make  these  allowances  on 
particular  holdings.  But  what  you  do  is 
to  Assess  a  property  on  the  old  rate,  and 
tbdn  pay  half  of  it  out  of  a  fund.  If  you 
coosiaer  any  particular  class  i.^  unjustly 
dealt  with,  the  remedy  is  by  de<luctions, 
and  not  by  assessment,  and  it  is  in  that 
way  that  you  ought  to  proceed.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  admits  that ;  but 
either  through  being  unable  to  make  up 
its  mind,  or  having  no  mind  on  the  subject, 
.the  Commission  lay  an  iiiterim  Report 
upon  the  Table  of  this  House,  to  change 
the  whole  system  of  rating  instead  of 
reforming  it.  The  whole  difficulty  lies  in 
the  deductions  themselves,  when  you 
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come  to  consider  them.  Now,  what  li^ht 
does  that  throw  on  this  pretence  of  doing 
justice  ?  If  there  were  any  injustice  at 
all,  you  would  not  have  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty in  making  up  your  mind  as  to  the 
addition  to  be  made.  There  is  one  other 
point  which  commends  itself  to  an  ordin- 
ary mind,  and  that  is  that  a  man  who 
keeps  a  curate  at  £150  a  year  you  admit 
ought  to  have  a  deduction,  but  you  would 
be  unable  to  give  that  deduction  to  a 
man  who  ought  to  keep  a  curate  and  does 
not,  and  having  made  it  on  the  ground 
that  you  give  it  to  a  man  for  something 
he  has  paid,  you  give  it  also  to  another 
who  has  not  paid  it.  Then,  a^ain,  you 
give  it  to  one  man  for  repairing  his 
chancel,  and  you  give  something  else  to 
another  who  does  not.  That  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  Bill,  founded  on  the  principle 
of^blind  justice.  I  suppose  the  gift,  like 
rain,  \viU  descend  on  tne  just  and  unjnst 
alike.  If  you  are  going  to  make  allow- 
ances at  all,  you  should  make  them  to 
men  who  want  them.  But  this  system 
squanders  the  money  of  the  taxpayers  on 
the  pretence  that  it  is  wanted  by  a  class 
of  people,  whereas  that  pretence  does  not 
apply  to  a  very  large  section  of  them.  If 
yon  made  up  your  minds  as  to  these 
deductions,  you  know  perfectly  well  you 
would  not  get  half  the  sum  which  you 
now  ask  for,  and  that  is  the  reason  you 
fly  in  the  face  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  three  most  important  Members  of  the 
Commission. 

Mii.  HALDANE  (Haddington):  The 
"right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  has  told  us  that  he  did  not  accept 
the  Report  of  the  minority  of  the  Com- 
missioners, but  he  went  on  to  say  that  the 
Bill  was  really  founded  on  the  general 
recommendations  of  the  other  Commis- 
sioners. I  have  read  that  Report  very 
carefully,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  find 
that  the  recommendations  of  the  majority 
of  the  Commissioners  are  based  on  any 
otherground  than  the  theory  of  deductions. 
This  Bill  not  onlydoes  notgive  effect  to  that 
principle,  but  goes  directly  in  the  teeth 
of  the  recommendations  based  upon  it. 
So  inconsistent  is  the  Bill  with  the  theory 
of  deductions,  that  it  proposes  to  give 
this  grant  to  rich  and  poor  alike  ;  to  thtne 
who  employ  a  curate  and  to  those  who  do 
not ;  to  those  who  suffer  from  these  de- 
ductions, and  to  those  who  do  not  suffer 
from  them  at  all.  The  Amendment  of 
mv  hon.  and  learned  friend  raises  a  most 
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important  question — namely,  What  is  the 
justification  of  the  Government  for  their 

eroposition  1  I  trust  that  hon.  and  right 
on.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  especially 
the  hon.  and  leartira  Member  for  Stroud 
and  the  Solicitor-General— who  has  been 
singularly  and  smpiciously  silent  during 
this  Debate — will  make  something  like  a 
defence  of  the  provisions  involved  in  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  (Gloucestershire,  Stroud) : 
I  merely  wish  to  prevent  any  misunder- 
standing. I  believe  the  Koyal  Commission 
were  unanimous  that  something  must  be 
done  of  a  tempocarv  nature.  Those  who 
thought  of  what  t£e  ultimate  Report  as 
reganis  the  rating  of  tithe  rent-charge 
was  likely  to  be,  desired  to  emphasise  their 
view  as  to  what  that  Report  should  be. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  would  not  su^- 
eest  that  in  a  temporary  measure  of  this 
kind,  and  without  waiting  for,  the  final 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission,  we 
ought  to  touch  the  valuation  list.  The 
Oovemment  are  acting  on  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Royu  Commission  that 
they  should  do  something  of  a  temporary 
nature,  and  the  result  will  be  practically 
the  same  as  if  they  had  applied  the  prin- 
ciple of  deductions.  I  am  not  going  into 
the  question  of  what  deductions  are 
proper.  That  is  a  matter  of  controversy. 
But  I  wish  to  protest  against  the  notion 
that  three  Members  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission dissented  upon  this  point  from 
their  colleagues.  I  believe  they  were  all 
agreed  that  something  should  be  done  at 
once. 

Mr.  ABEL  THOMAS  (Carmarthen, 
K) :  I  shall  vote  in  favotu-  of  my  bon.  and 
learned  friend's  Amendment,  though  I 
feel  it  requires  explanation,  because  it  is 
one  of  the  most  astonishing  proposals  I 
have  ever  heard  of.  For  instance,  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend's  first  suggestion 
is  that,  because  a  clergyman  employs  a 
curate,  therefore  he  is  to  be  relieved  from 
part  of  his  rates.  In  principle  there  is 
absolutely  no  distinction  between  the 
clei^man  who  employs  a  curate  to  help 
him  to  do  his  work  and  the  clergyman 
who  uses  a  pony  and  trap,  or  the  man 
who  works  all  day  long  and  most  of  the 
night,  and  does  without  both  the  curate 
and  the  pony  and  trap.  To  that  extent 
I  do  not  appreciate  the  Amendment.  But 
I  think  the  Amendment  will  lessen  the 
evils  of  this  Bill  and  will  save  the  country 


;  a  certain  amount  of  taxes  or  rates,  as  the 
'  case  may  be.  I  do  not  see  the  justice  of 
I  this  Bill,  and  I  shall  certainly  vote  in 
'  favour  of  preventing  a  certain  number  of 
'  clergymen,  however  hard  working,  from 
;  getting,  not  what  belongs  to  them,  but 
I  what  I  cannot  conceive  to  be  their  right. 

'     Me.  DALZIEL  :   I  think  there  is  a 
I  very  good  case  for  the  Amendment.  The 
!  representatives  of  the  clergy  who  gave 
the  evidence  before  the  Commission  upon 
I  which   this    Bill  is  based,  advocated 
'  exactly  what  is  embodied  in'  the  Amend- 
1  ment.    The  Rmrart  says  that  Mr.  Griffith- 
Boscawen,  M.P.,  Mr.  Petersen,  and  the 
'  Rev.  E.  F.  Grepp  urged  that,  in  addition 
'  to  the  existing    deductions,  allowances 
should  be  made  for  the  professional  ser- 
'  vices  to   clerical  titheowners,  for  the 
;  stipends  of  necessary  curates,  and  other 
deductions  are  also  mentioned.    My  hori. 
I  friend  says  that  the  rich  man  who  under- 
takes the  duties,  knowing  the  liabilities, 
ought  not  to  benefit  by  this  Bill.  But 
I  there  may  be  cases  where  a  large  amount 
I  of  the  stipend  goes  in  the  payment  of 
curates,  and  in  that  way  the  operation  of 

I  the  Bill  would  be  limited.  On  this  ground 

I I  shall  support  the  Amendment. 

I  Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  should  be  glad  if 
we  could  agree  upon  certain  matters 
I  under  discussion.  We  shall  all  agree 
I  that  tithe  rent-charge  is  properly  rate- 
I  able.  That  is  accept^  b^  the  Bill  itself, 
I  inasmuch  as  it  leaves  tithe  rent-charge 
]  rateable  exactly  as  now.  It  is  also  recog- 
nised that  tithe  rent-charge  in  the  hands 
of  lay  impropriators  is  likewise  left  rate- 
able. Tne  Bill  distinguishes  between 
tithe  rent-charge  in  the  hands  of  two 
particular  kinds  of  owners,  so  that  the 
liability  to  pay  rates  is  reduced  to  whether 
the  owner  of  particular  tithe  property  is 
a  clerical  or  a  lay  person.  The  issue  of 
principle  between  us  is  whether  the  cleric 
should  be  relieved  of  half  his  rates,  or 
whether  he  should  continue  to  pay  rates 
upon  the  tithe  rent-charge  as  the  lay  im- 
propriator does.  I  have  honestly 
endeavoured  to  follow  the  argu- 
ments of  the  Royal  Commissioners  as  set 
out  in  the  Report,  and  to  a  certain 
extent  I  have  been  able  to  persuade 
myself  that  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be 
said  from  their  point  of  view.  But  I 
cannot  find  a  singfo  word  in  that  Report 
which  supports  the  proposition  of  the 
Grovemment  as  it  now  stands  in  the  Bill ' 
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before  us,  although  I  find  on  page  after 
page  recommen^tions  strictly  in  the 
spirit  of  the  Amendment  before  the  Com- 
mittee. The  first  part  of  the  Report 
^ves  the  history  of  rates  as  they  affect 
tithe  rent-chai^e.  In  the  1 3th  sub- 
division of  the  Report  will  be  found  this 
heading :  "  Claims  put  forward  on  behalf 
of  the  incumbents  for  alterations  in  the 
system  of  valuing  tithe  rent^harge."  It 
is  upon  alterations  in  the  system  of  valu- 
ing tithe  rent-charge  that  the  Commission 
proceeds,  and  upon  nothing  else.  The 
liability  to  pay  rates  remains  as  a  per- 
manent idea  throughout  the  Report. 
Paragraph  84  gives  a  summary  of  the 
daim  put  forward  on  behalf  of  the  in- 
cumbents for  a  re-valuatioh  of  tithe'rent- 
charge.  Is  not  this  a  fair  and  concise 
summary  of  the  whole  case  as  put  for- 
ward on  their  behalf — that  their  tithe 
rent-charge  is  given  to  them  solely  on 
conditions  which  are  not  imposed  upon 
lay  impropriators,  and  that  inasmuch  as 
clerics  are  under  that  duty  they  ought  to 
be  allowed  some  deduction  in  their  assess- 
ment in  consequence  of  tbeir  obligation 
to  perform  that  duty  ?  The  principle  of 
justice  which  is  put  forward  is  that  proper 
deductions  are  not  made.  There  is  no 
other  claim  put  forward  in  this  Report 
from  beginning  to  end.  Mr.  Cassell,  in 
his  evidence,  simply  reiterates  the  opinion 
of  the  Commission  as  to  the  justification 
of  their  doing — What  ? — not  remitting  half 
the  rates,  hut  reducing  the  assessment. 
This  Amendment  does  in  principle  carry 
out  the  recommendation  of  the  Commis- 
sion— the  only  recommendation  upon 
which  the  alleged  principle  of  justice  can 
be  based.  We  are  trustees  of  the  public 
in  the  control  of'  the  public  finances. 
Siffcly,  then,  it  is  very  desirable  in  a 
question  of  this  sort,  in  which  money  is  at 
issue,  that  we  should  go  very  strictly 
upon  principles  of  equity.  We  cannot 
fuways  go  upon  principles  of  justice  as 
laid  down  by  the  Courts  of  Law ;  it  is 
our  duty  frequently  to  overrule  those 
decisions;  but  we  ought  to  follow  the 
principles  of  equity  which  have  been  laid 
down  for  our  guidance,  and  which  are  not 
the  principles  underlying  this  Bill  as  it 
now  stands.  If  this  Amendment  were 
accepted,  I  readily  admit  you  would  gain 
two  results ;  but  those  results  are  bene- 
ficial both  to  the  principle  which  ought  to 
underly  this  Bill,  and  to  those  who  most 
Btivnnonsly  su{^rt  this  measure.  The 
first  result  is  that  the  rich  tithe-owner 

Mr.  MeKnaia, 


will  not  get  an  advantage  proportionate 
tohisricnes;  he  will  get  only  the  same 
advantage  as  is  obtained  by  the  poorer 
tithe-owners.  Surely  that  is  very  desir- 
able. The  second  result  will  be  that  we 
shall  cast  the  burden  of  the  cost  of  the 
measure,  not  upon  the  general  taxpayer^ 
but  upon  the  persons  who  ought  to  be 
made  liable  for  it — that  is,  the  persona 
who  have  been  reaping  the  advantage  (A 
the  parson's  over-assessments  in  die  past. 
I  challenge  hon.  Members  opponte  to 
declare  that,  provided  the  same  total 
amount  of  relirf  is  given  to  the  clergy,  it 
would  not  be  far  more  in  accordance  with 
their  ideas  of  the  distribution  of  the 
money  that  it  should  go  in  equality  of 
payment  to  all  clergy  ahke,  and  that  it 
should  not  go  in  a  larger  proportion  to  the. 
richer,  and  a  less  proportion  to  the  poorer. 
That  principle  is  better  carried  out  by  the 
Amendment  than  by  the  Bill,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  support  the  former. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  This  Amendment 

raises  a  principle  which  is  well  deserving 
of  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  and 
one  the  importance  of  which  no  one  can 
deny.  It  really  carries  out  the  principle 
which  we  were  told  just  now  would  be 
the  ultimate  recommendation  of  the  Royal 
Commission.  The  hon.  Member  for  Stroud 
defends  the  Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  ia 
a  rough-and-ready  method  of  getting ' 
justice.  That  may  be,  but  for  my  own 
part,  what  I  object  to  is  tiliis  rough-uid- 
ready  method  of  throwing  about  the  tax- 
payers' money  to  persons  who  do  not  want 
it  at  all.  The  taxpayers  and  ratepayers 
do  not  get  their  money  so  easily  as  to 
want  it  thrown  about  in  that  rough-and- 
ready  way.  They  want  it  districted  in 
the  most  equitable  manner,  so  that  it  will 
do  most  good  to  those  classes  ior  whose 
benefit  it  is  spent.  It  is  because  the 
Amendment  carries  out  that  princi(de 
that  I  shall  support  it.  It  also  carries  out 
the  principle  enunciated  by  Uie  riAi  htm. 
Gentleman  the  President  ci  the  Board  ui 
Agriculture,  when  he  said  that  the  per- 
manent remedy  undoubtedly  would  be,  as 
regards  rating,  some  kind  of  deduction 
from  the  gross  annual  value.  Why  do  we 
want,  in  this  measure,  which  professes  to 
be  a  reform  of  rating,  to  proceed  upon 
wrong  principles  1  Surely  it  ought  to  be 
a  principle  in  this  countiy  that  those  who 
do  their  duty  should  get  relief,  and  those 
who  do  not  should  not  get  relief.  If  this 
Amendment  were  carrim  the  poor  euratea 
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who  at  present  are  in  receipt  of  such 
miserable  stipends  might  have  a 
chance  of  being  a  little  better  paid. 
Surely  if  any  persons  receive  relief 
under  this  Bill  it  should  be  these  x>oor 
curates,  rather  than  the  rich  incum- 
bents who  have  incomes  of  from  £1,000 
to  XI, 500  a  year.  Another  point  is  that 
rich  tithe-payers  have  been  receiving  an 
addition  out  of  the  commutation  for 
a  large  number  of  years,  and  have  there- 
fore received  a  very  considerable  sum 
over  and  above  the  amount  they  have  paid. 
The  Amendment  would  limit  this  relief 
to  the  smaUer  tithe-owners,  and  thereby 
indirectly  carry  out  the  principle  of  not 
paying  over  and  over  agun  t£e  rates  of 
these  gentlemen,  who  have  had  such  large 
sums  added  to  their  already  very  high 
interest.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
Report  of,  and  the  evidence  given 
before,  the  Royal  Ck)mmiss)on  go  in 
favour  of  such  a  system  as  is  suggested  in 
the  Amendment — a  system  of  deductions 
— and  surely  the  Government  ought  to 
give  some  credence  and  weight  to  the 
views  of  those  upon  whose  evidence  this 
Bill  professes  to  De  based.  Mr.  Petersen 
BUjxests  that  where  a  curate  was  unneces- 
sannr  employed  the  amount  proposed  to 
be  deducted  should  not  be  allowed,  but 
that  where  the  Bishop  was  of  opinion  a 
curate  was  necessary  the  deduction  should 
be  made.  While  I  do  not  agree  with  this 
gentleman's  arguments,  I  do  think  the 
Government,  as  they  have  brought  in  the 
Bill  on  this  evidence,  should  carry  out  his 
suggestions,  and  also  the  recommendations 
ot  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  the 
courage  to  suggest  a  definite  plan  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Government  They 
should,  at  any  rate,  give  credence  to  the 
Report  of  the  Commission  and  to  the 
weight  of  the  evidence,  which  I  am  sure, 
from  the  tithe-owners'  point  of  view,  is 
incontestably  in  favour  of  the  proposition 
embodied  in  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  LOGAN  (Leicester,  Harborough) : 
I  regret  to  find  myself  unable,  without 
some  further  explanation,  to  support  my 
hon.  friend's  Amendment.  By  it  he 
seeks  to  limit  the  operation  of  the  Bill  to 
those  clergymen  who  have  incurred  ex- 
pense in  the  employment  of  a  curate  for 
the  purposes  of  a  Itenefice,  or  for  the  re- 
pair of  the  Church  belonging  to  a  bene- 
fice. To  the  extent  that  the  Amendment 
limits  the  operation  of  the  Bill  I  am,  of 
course,  with  my  hon.  friend,  because  I 


hold  very  strongly  that  of  the  many 
iniquitous  measures  introduced  by  the 
pesent  Government  this  is  not  the  least 
iniquitous.  My  contention  is  that  it  is  a 
Bill  to  take  out  of  the  poor  man's  pocket 
money  he  can  ill  afford  to  spare,  in 
order  to  give  it  to  men,  many 
of  whom  have  iEl.OOO  a  year. 
I  cannot,  however,  follow  the  argiunent 
whereby  my  hon.  friend  attempts  toi 
support  his  Amendment  

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present;  House 
counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found 
present — 

Mr.  LOGAN  :  My  hon.  friend's 
argument  really  amounts  to  this.  He 
says  "Exceptional  consideration  shall  be 
allowed  to  clergymen  who  have  emijloyed 
a  portion  of  the  money  they  receive  as 
tithe  rent-charge  for  the  purpose  of  em- 
ploying a  curate  or  repairing  a  church."" 
I  can  quite  understand  that  argument  as 
far  as  it  goes,  but  I  think  my  hon.  friend 
has  forgotten  the  source  from  which  this 
money  comes.  A  great  many  people  are 
apt  to  forget  that  the  only  portion  of  the 
tithe  r«ntdunge  which  either  a  necessi- 
tous or  a  rich  parson  c«i  claim  as  income 
is  that  portion  which  remains  irfter  the 
liabilities  which  attach  to  it  have  been  met. 
One  of  the  liabilities  is  the  payment  of 
the  rates,  and  I  cannot,  myself,  see  that 
we  are  justified  in  recognising  for  a  single 
moment  the  right  of  the  clerical  tithe- 
owner  to  use  any  portion  of  the  money 
that  should  go  for  the  payment  of  rates 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  a  curate  or 
beautifying  his  church.  The  tithe  rent- 
charge  is  a  charge  upon  the  land,  and  I  hold 
that  if  I  support  this  Amendment  I  shall  be 
recognising  the  right  to  take  from  its 
present  purpose  and  object  a  portion  of 
the  charge  in  order  to  use  it  for  other 
purposes.  I  take  that  strong  line  because 
I  recognise  that  the  nation  has  an  interest 
in  this  tithe  rent-charge.  It  is  the  nation's 
reserve  interest  in  the  land,  and  that  is 
the  reason  why  I  protest  against  money 
set  apart  for  a  particular  purpose  being 
handed  over  to  gentlemen  in  possession 
of  benefices  to  be  employed  for  other 
purposes.  I  would  ask  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  support  this  Amendment  whether  it 
would  not  be  a  very  great  temptation, 
indeed,  to  some  of  these  clerical  holders  of 
tithe  ren^charge  to  use  the  money  in 
beautifying  their  churches,  and  so  deprive 
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the  rates  of  it.  It  necessarily  follows 
that  if  this  money,  which  should  go  to 
the  relief  of  the  rates,  is  used  for  the 
purposes  of  beautifying  a  church  or 
paying  an  overworked  curate,  the  other 
ratepayers  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood will  be  called  upon  to  pay  an  addi- 
tional rate.  That  is,  I  think,  a  very  real 
danger,  and  I  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  that  in 
most  parishes  in  the  rural  districts,  with 
which  he  and  I  are  very  familiar,  the  par- 
son is  usually  the  second  richest  man 
in  the  place,  and  if  by  this  Amendment 
he  is  able  to  throw  a  greater  burden  of 
rates  on  his  neighbours  he  will  be  doing 
it  to  men,  999  out  of  every  1,000  of 
whom  are  poorer  than  himself.  Although 
I  cannot  vote  against  the  Amendment, 
because  it  limits  the  mischief  of  the  Bill, 
I  will  not  pledge  myself  to  vote  for  it, 
unless  my  hon.  friend  can  give  further 
reasons  in  support  of  it. 

•Mr.  MENDL  (Plymouth):  This 
Amendment  is  a  very  good  illustration  of 
the  confusion  which  exists  as  to  the  two 
possible  bases  on  which  this  Bill  is 
founded.  As  I  ^understand  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
North- West  Durham,  it  is  based  on  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission,  which 
relies  upon  the  fact  that  deductions  are 
claimed  by  the  owners  of  tithe,  inasmuch 
as  landowners  are  allowed  deductions  in 
respect  of  their  rates.  My  hon.  friend 
suggests  that  instead  of  taking  a  lump 
sum  and  handing  it  over  to  the  clergy, 
irrespective  as  to  whether  they  are  or  are 
not  fulfilling  certain  functions,  you 
should  apply  this  money  to  those  clergy- 
men who  are  fulfilling  certain  functions 
in  respect  of  their  office.  To  oppose  this, 
to  my  mind,  gives  away  the  whole  basis 
of  the  Bill.  It  is  true  that  in  the  country 
and  the  Press  the  whole  contention  has 
been  that  the  clergy  have  suffered  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  fall  in  a^cultural  produce 
and  the  expenses  of  their  benefices.  That 
is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  appeal 
in  formi  pauperis — an  appeal  by  the  clergy 
to  the  charity  of  the  taxpaj^ers  of  this 
country  to  assist  them.  But  this  Amend- 
ment is  a  test  of  the  contention  put 
forward  time  after  time  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
in  the  course  of  the  debates  on  this  Bill,  that 
this  Bill  is  not  based  on  mercy  or  charity, 
but  on  justice.  My  hon.  friend  proposes 
that  its  operation  should  be  confined  to 
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those  beneficed  clergy  who  have  incurred 
expense  in  the  employment  of  a  curate  or 
in  repairing  the  Church  belonging  to  the 
benefice.  There  is  one  aspect  of  the 
Amendment  which  commends  itself  to 
me,  and  that  is  that  one  of  the  first 
results  of  its  operation  would  be  that  a 
very  large  number  of  additional  curates 
would  be  employed.  The  Amendment 
employs  the  method  recommended  by  the 
Royal  Commission,  and  it  is  the  method 
nearest  to  that  applied  to  ratepayers  who 
are  not  clerical  tithe^jwners.  There 
is  a  further  recommendation,  and  that 
is  that  it  would  limit  the  amount 
of  money  to  be  spent,  and  spent  to 
the  great  disadvantagfe  and  detriment 
of  urban  ratepayers.  I  think  the  Amend- 
ment is  a  very  fair  test,  because  any  hon. 
Member  who  votes  against  it  cannot  pr&- 
tend  that  he  regards  this  Bill  as  being 
based  on  justice,  oecause  if  it  is  based  on 
justice,  surely  justice  is  amply  done  when 
you  provide  a  ^id  pro  gm  for  those 
clergymen  who  have  claims  in  regard  to 
expenses  ctmnected  with  the  church. 
As  the  Bill  now  stands,  the  clergymw 
who  does  not  employ  a  curate,  or 
repair  his  church,  is  in  the  same  or 
even  in  a  better  position  than  a  clergy- 
man who  does.  For  many  reasons, 
although  I  admit  there  is  danger  in 
allowing  deductions  of  any  kind  from 
what,  after  all,  has  been  historically 
proved  to  be  the  gross  and  not  the.  net 
income,  I  shall  supptnt  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  BBYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
District) :  Although  I  admit  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  force  in  the  arguments  of 

I  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  who  moved 
this  Amendment,  I  cannot  agree  with  it 
I  as  it  stands.    Let  us  consider  for  a 
[  moment  what  the  position  of  the  Bill 
I  now  is.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
j  site  has  stated  again  and  again  that  tius 
Bill  is  based  on  the  theory  that  the 
existing  rating  law  involves  an  injustice 
,  to  one  class  of  tithe-owner.    We  on  this 
side  contend  that  the  law  as  it  stands  is 
equitable  and  fair,  and  that  the  clergy 
should  be  assessed  for  rates  like  other 
tithe-owners.    We  have,  therefore,  a  con- 
flict of  first  principles,  and  I  need  hardly 
remind  the  Committee  of  the  maxim  that 
with  those  who  deny  first  principles  it  is 
impossible  to  argue.    Now.  my  hon. 
friend's  Amendment  appears  to  me  to 
give  away  the  very  case  we  have  been 
endeavouring  to  build  up  against  the 
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arguments  of  the  other  side.  There 
appears,  I  will  not  say  confusion,  but 
some  difference  of  opinion,  on  the  other 
side  as  to  the  real  principle  on  which  this 
Bill  is  based.  The  right  hon.  Grentleman 
has  been  clear  and  consistent  throughout, 
but  there  have  been  one  or  two  other 
Members  who  have  been  very  far  from 
taking  the  same  broad  and  general 
view  suggested  by  him,  and  I  can  quite 
see  how  that  arises.  I  ^nd  in  the  Report 
of  the  Koyal  Commission,  on  which,  in 
part  at  least,  this  proposed  legislation  is 
based,  there  are  two  recommendations  in 
which  there  is  considerable  divei^ence  of 
principle,  or,  if  not  principle,  of  practical 
argument.  The  first  recommendation 
states  that  the  representations  made  to  the 
Committee  on  Iwhalf  of  the  owners  of 
tithe  rent-charge  not  severed  from  a  bene- 
fice, have  shown  that  the  burden  of  local 
taxation  is  unduly  onerous,  and  that 
sufficient  allowance  is  not  made  for  the 
fact  that  the  persons  entitled  to 
tithe  rent-charge  are,  under  legislation, 
obliged  to  render  service  and  to 
perform  duties  in  return  therefor. 
That  recommendation  is  a  correct  logical 
and  legid  way  of  stating  the  peculiarity 
that  exists  in  the  case  of  clergymen, 
whether  that  peculiarity  entitles  them  to 
relief  or  not.  The  second  recommenda- 
tion is  larger.  It  states  that  the  case  of 
the  owners  of  tithe  rent-charge  not 
severed  from  a  benefice  is  based  on  the 
ground  which  the  Commissioners  consider 
to  have  been  fully  established — that  the 
present  law,  as  interpreted  by  the  courts, 
works  unjustly,  and  places  those  owners 
in  a  much  less  favourable  position  than 
other  owners  of  rateable  property.  It  is 
on  this  lattei-  recommendation  that  this 
Bill  has  been  based.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  this  Bill  as  a 
measure  of  justice,  and,  taking  a  broad 
survey  of  the  whole  law  and  incidence  of 
local  taxation,  he  thinks  it  is  a  fair  and  a 
proper  Bill  for  the  relief  of  a  deserving 
class  of  ratepayers.  That  is  not  the  way 
in  which  the  Bill  is  regarded  throughout 
the  country.  The  danger  I  want  to  point 
out  is,  that  if  this  Amendment  is  intro- 
duced into  the  Bill,  it  will  give  a  colour 
to  this  Bill  other  than  that  which  the 
Government  desire  to  give  to  it,  and  it  may 
beused  as  a  valid  argument  in  favour  of  the 
Bill,  the  very  first  principle  of  which  I 
regard  as  unjust  and  improper.  The 
Amendment  too  puts  the  obligation  with 
regard  to  the  repair  of  churches  much 


wider  than  it  is  in  law.  The  only  legal 
obligation  on  a  vicar  is  to  repair  the 
chancel,  whereas  the  Amendmwt  refers 
to  the  whole  structure.     I  am  sorry 

to  have  to  diflFer  from  my  hon.  friend, 
whose  good  intentions  I  recognise ;  but 
while  I.  cannot  disguise  my  feeling  of 
hostility  to  this  measure,  I  cannot  support 
the  Amendment. 

*Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) :  I  also  disapprove  of  the 
Amendment,  because  it  appears  to  me  to 
run  counter  to  the  first  principles  of 
rating.  The  first  principles  of  ratmg  as  I 
understand  it  is  that  there  shall  be  de- 
ducted from  the  gross  receipts  everything 
necessary  to  keep  the  property  in  con- 
dition, and  that  the  balance  shall  be  rated. 
In  point  of  fact,  the  present  law  works 
equal  justice  to  all  ratepayers.  Every 
ratepayer  is  allowed  deductions  on  the 
same  principle,  namely,  the  cost  of 
securing  the  net  retiun.  The  deduc- 
tions Tary  in  proportion  to  that  cost. 
The  employment,  or  the  non-employment 
of  a  curate,  makes  no  difiTerence  whatever 
as  to  the  way  in  which  the  tithe  rent- 
charge  is  collected.  In  the  case  of  a  land- 
owner nobody  dreams  of  asking  what  he 
does  with  his  rents.  What  is  looked  to 
is  the  amount  of  outgoings  necessarily 
required  to  keep  the  property  in  such  a  con- 
dition as  that  it  will  command  a  rent.  So 
in  the  case  of  a  curate,  his  employment  or 
non-employment  has  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  growth  of  the  tithe  rent-charge. 
Then  the  rector  is  the  person  who  is  to 
repair  the  chancel,' but  that  duty  is  incum- 
bent upon  him  as  owner  of  the  tithe,  and 
not  as  having  cure  of  souls,  for  the  duty  is 
incumbent  also  on  the  lay  Impn^dator. 
Of  course  it  may  be  said  that  the  Bill  sins 
against  all  the  principles  of  rating,  but  I 
cannot  think  that  is  a  sufficient  defence 
for  the  endowment  we  are  now  making. 
There  is  a  further  reason  against  deduc- 
tions such  as  this,  and  that  is  that  the 
cletgy  already  have  largely  benefited  in 
the  course  of  the  last  sixty  years.  They 
have  greatly  benefited  by  the  commuta- 
tion of  the  tithe  into  a  tithe  rent-chaige 
as  a  first  chia>ge  on  the  land.  In  the 
next  place  they  have  been  relieved 
by  recent  legislation  of  the  irksome 
duty  of  collecting  the  tithe.  Then  they 
have  been  relieved  of  the  up-keep  of  the 
elementary  schools,  and  that  is  an  endow- 
ment which  will  make  it  extremely 
difficult  to  bring  about  reforms  in  the 
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future.  In  fact  the  general  position  of 
the  clergy  has  been  greatly  altered  for 
the  better,  and  therefore  any  claim  they 
m^iy  have  is  entirely  misplaced  as  a 
matter  of  justice.  The  real  injustice  is 
on  the  side  of  the  ratepayers,  for  these 
will  now  have  the  fund  for  the  relief  of 
th^  rates  considerably  diminished  in 
order  to  aid  the  cleivy.  We  know 
that  the  doctoine  of  verbal  insinration  is 
goin^  to  be  applied  to  this  Bill,  as  it  was 
appbed  to  another  Bill.  So  far  from  the 
der^  being  in  a  position  which  requires 
justice  to  be  done  to  them,  if  they  would 
do  justice  themselves  they  would  give  up 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  emoluments 
which  they  now  receive. 

Mil  moss  :  The  rifht  hon.  Gentleman 
^wosite  says  that  the  principle  of  this 
ffiU  is  that  (rf  justice.  To  my  mind  I 
can  only  see  one  principle  in  it,  that  is  the 
principle  of  robbing  the  poor  to  pay  the 
parson.  I  cannot  logically  support  the 
Amendment  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
North-West  Durham  has  moved.  I  do 
not  quite  see  on  what  principle  it  is 
based,  or  why,  because  a  clergyman  pays 
80  much  for  his  curate,  or  for  the  repair 
of  his  church,  he  should  be  relieved  of 
the  payment  of  half  his  rates.  We  are 
all  aware  that  one  object  of  the  tithe  was 
the  repair  of  the  church  edifice,  and,  if 
that  be  so,  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  go 
to  the  extent  of  relieving  the  incumbent 
of  that  obligation.  As  to  the  case  of  the 
payment  of  the  curate,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Carnarvon  is  perfectly  justifiable. 
Why  should  we  take  money  out  of  the 
rates  in  order  to  allow  a  clergyman  to 
keep  two  housemaids  instead  of  one  1 
Besides,  you  are  granting  relief  to  the 
very  cleigymen  who  are  in  least  need  of 
it.  However,  of  the  choice  of  two  evils 
ofiered  me,  I  prefer  the  Amendment  to 
the  BiU. 


*Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  I  concur  to  some  extent  in  what 
has  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Denbighshire.  I  can  see  no  logical  basis 
nor  satisfactory  legal  argument  for  the 
Amendment,  but  unlike  ^e  hon.  Member 
I  intend  to  vote  against  it.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  argument  urged  before 
the  Royal  Commissioners  in  favour  of 
the  poucy  of  authorising  these  deduc- 
tions in  order  to  arrive  at  the  true 
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rateable  value  of  the  tithe  are  thoroughly 
defective.  The  whole  of  the  arguments 
rest  on  a  transparent  fallacy,  which  was 
exposed  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Bodmin  in  the  earlier  stages  of  this 
Debate.  The  tithe  rent-charge  is  a  land 
value  assigned  to  clerg}' ;  it  ii>  not  in  wy 
sense  an  income,  it  is  a  land  value,  there- 
fore assessable  for  local  taxation  in  the 
same  way  as  all  other  land  values  are. 
In  this  ren>ect  the  argument  of  the  n^t 
hon.  Gentleman  who  introduced  the  BiU  is 
absolutely  fallacious  ;  and  I  do  not  think 
any  speech  since  the  beginning  of  these 
Debates  has  so  illustrated  the  absolute 
futility  to  make  out  a  case  for  this  Bill 
as  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  reply  to  my  hon.  friend.  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  why  it  does  not 
occur  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
follow  the  course  proposed  W  Mr.  Sclater 
Booth,  when  Presidentof  theLocal  Govern- 
ment Board.  He  irttempted  in  a  clause 
of  a  Bill  in  1879  to  deal  with  this  questdoa 
on  the  lines  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stroud,  as  quoted  in  the 
Report.  I  maintain  that  the  Government 
have  abandoned  the  principles  of  their 
own  Party  in  dealing  with  this  question. 
They  have  hopelessly  condemned  the 
policy  which  claims  to  be  one  of  justice, 
but  is  really  a  policy  of  doles  to  those  who 
have  served  them  politically.  They  have 
absolutely  demonstrated  that  no  principle 
underlies  this  Bill  luid  that  it  cannot  be 
justified. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS :  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion,  somewhat  painfully, 
that  this  Amendment  is  purely 
theoretical.  My  hon.  friend's  Amend* 
ment  has,  however,  this  value  at 
least,  that  it  puts  to  the  test  the 
question  whether  the  Government  are 
proceeding  with  this  Bill  on  some 
principle  applicable  to  rating,  or  on 
the  principle  of  helping  their  political 
friends.  This  theoretical  Amendment  is 
very  valuable,  also,  because  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  whole  of  the  e^^- 
dence  was  directed  to  the  deductions 
which  were  to  be  made  from  the  tithe 
rent-charge.  At  page  twenty-five  of  the 
Report,  a  list  of  these  deductions  is  given 
by  the  Commission — land  tax,  liability 
to  repair  the  chancel  of  the  parish  church, 
personal  services  of  the  vicar,  payment  to 
curates,  payments  to  daughter  churches, 
pensions  to  retired  incumMnts,  payments 
to  the  Governors  of  Queen  Anne  a  Bounty, 
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for  the  redemption  of  loans.  It  is  on 
such  lines  as  these  that  the  Government 
should  have  proceeded  if  they  really 
wanted  to  amend  the  rating  law.  If  their 
desire  was  to  proceed  by  any  kind  of 
rule  or  principle  applicable  to  rating  it 
should  have  been  done  on  the  lines  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stroud. 
They  say,  however,  that  that  cannot  be 
done,  as  this  is  a  big  question,  until  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  as  a 
whole  comes  up.  According  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stroud  this  is  only  a  rough- 
and-ready  method  of  dealing  with  the 
question  temporarily.  It  is  because  it  is 
a  rough-and-ready  method  that  I  object 
to  it ;  it  is  ready  for  the  parsons  and 
rough  on  the  other  ratepayers  of  the 
countiy.  My  hon.  fnend  in  his 
Amendment  says  that  the  deductions 
to  be  made  in  future  are  the 
expenses  for  the  employment  of  a  curate 
and  for  the  repair  of  the  chancel ;  but  the 
relief  is  to  be  given  without  regard  at  all 
to  the  value  of  the  benefice  or  to  the  ser- 
lices  of  the  incumbent.  Now,  I  maintain 
that  in  practice  that  will  not  be  workable 
at  all.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  relief 
would  be  in  favour  of  the  rich  men  with 
large  livings,  and  there  would  be  no  relief 
to  the  men  who  have  small  livings.  There 
might  be  some  show  of  reason  in  favour  of 
the  Amendment,  if  my  hon.  friend  had 
provided  that  relief  is  to  be  granted 
where  the  curate  is  "  necessarily  em- 
ployed," but  my  hon.  friend  says,  "  where 
the  curate  is,  in  fact,  employed."  I 
think  that  is  entirely  wrong — I  was  going 
to  say,  wrong  in  principle ;  but  I  cannot 
get  at  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  As  a 
practical  man  I  am  bound  to  say  that  this 
Amendment  is  not  workable  in  practice. 
I  am  not  drawing  on  my  imagination. 
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Cases  have  been  put  before  the  Royal 
Commission  of  people  who  need  not 
have  employed  curates,  but  who  did. 
Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Commission,  asked  a  witness,  Mr. 
Petersen — the  only  layman  who  appeared 
as  a  witness  on  that  side  of  the  question — 
except  the  hon.  Member  for  Stroud — 
whether,  assuming  that  the  rector  was  a 
very  elderly  or  rich  man  and  employed  a 
curate,  he  would  allow  his  salary  to  be 
deducted.  "  No,"  said  Mr.  Petersen,  "  I 
would  not  in  that  case.  I  should  only 
allow  the  deduction  where  the  bishop  of 
the  diocese  certified  that  the  curate  was 
necessarily  employed."  There  is  nothing 
of  that  kmd  in  the  Bill  at  all,  and  nothing 
to  indicate  that  the  curate  must  be 
"  necessarily  employed."  The  result  will 
therefore  be  that  the  rich  man  and  the 
idle  man  will  be  relieved,  and  the  poor 
struggling  vicar  will  not  be  relieved. 
As  a  practical  man  I  think  the  Amend- 
ment is  not  workable.  This  matter  has 
perplexed  me  very  greatly,  and  I  am  loth 
to  part  from  my  mends  in  the  lobby. 
But  I  think  I  am  on  safe  ground  in  de- 
ciding how  to  vote  on  this  Amendment. 
Ought  we,  in  this  piecemeal  fashion,  in 
Ikis  rough-and-ready  method,  to  give  any 
relief  at  all  to  these  people  out  of  the  poor 
taxpayers'  pockets  ? 

Mr.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  mov^  **  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be 

now  put." 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  208 ; 
Noes,  121.   (Division  List  No,  237.) 


AUhnsen,  Aa^stos  Henry  E. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Heynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  lit.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balfour.  Rt.HD.A.J.(Manch'T) 
BnUonr,  Rb.  Hn.  G.W.(Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  Geoi^e  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunh&r  Plnnket 
Bathnrst,  Hon.  Allen  B. 
Beach,  RtHnSirM.  H.  (Bristol) 
Beach,  W.  W.  a  (Hants.) 
Beckett.  Ernest  William 
Bemroee,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Betbell,  Commander 


AYES. 

Bigwood,  James 
Bin,  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Heniy 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodric^  Kt.  Hob.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bullard,  Sir  Harrr 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carendish.R.  F.  (NT  Lanca.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derby8h.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
GecU,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  RL  HonJ^Birm. 
Chamberlain,JAiisten(Woro'T) 


Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavios  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cobton,  Cbas.  Ed.  H.  Athole 
Oompton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke.C.  W.  RadcUffe  ( Heref  d) 
ComwaUi8,Fie»nesStanleyW. 
Coz,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainlmdge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross.  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Croas,Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cttizon,  Viscount 
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Dalkeitli,  Earl  of 
Davies,SirHoratioD(  Chatham 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  J.  P. 
Disraeli,  ConiDgsby  Ralph 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
DoQglaB-  Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Dunoombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
FeiguB80n,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  (Mncr. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzWwrrani,  General  Sir  F. 
Foster,  ColoDel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gaifit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
GibM>ti»,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs.  Hon.Vicai7(StAlbaiu) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goechen,  George  J.  (Snasex) 
Goulding,  Edwaid  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Roberfc 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-  (CamDe. ) 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
HaU,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Hamilton,Rt.Hn.  Lord  George 
HanbiOT,  Rt.  Hn.  Kobt  Wm. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Uermon- Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
HUl.Rt.  Hd.  A.  Staveley(St&ffB. 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Haropetead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse.  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hutchinson,  CaptG.W.Grice- 


{CX)MMONS} 

Jebb,  Richard  Claverhonse 
JefTrevB,  Arthur  Frederick 
JoUiffe,  Hon.  H.  George 

Kemp,  Geor^ 

Kennaway.Rt-Hon.SiFJohnH. 
KenyoD,  James 
Keswick,  William 
Kiniber,  Henry 
King.  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowlett,  Leee 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky.Rt.HD.WiIliamEdw.H. 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.-  (Swansea) 
Lockwood,  Lt  -Col.  A  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Ix)ng,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Lirerpool) 
Lopes,  Heni^  Yarde  Bulier 
Lowe.  Fraocis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'Iver,Sir  L.(Edinburgh,  W.) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Mihvari),  Colonel  Victor 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropsh.) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.(Monm'tnsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton.  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  C^ieorge 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry)  i 
Murray,  Col.  W.  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint.  Robert 
Piatt- Hwgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce-Jonee,Lt. -Col.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
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Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Ra^ch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander  i 
Richardson.SirThoB.  ( H  artlep'l 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.Sir  Matthew  W. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Haokn^) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham.  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  William(  Derbyi<h. 
Simeon,  Sir  Banington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Omukirk) 
Stanley,  I^rd  (Lanos.) 
Stephen!*,  Henry  Charles 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf.Univ. 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.Moiray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Lieut. -Col. C.E.{Kent) 
Welbv,  Lieut.-Col  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  B.  C.  Vernon- 
WhartoD,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birra.) 
WUlox,  Sir  John  ArchilHild 
Wil8on,J.W.(Won!e8tersh.N.) 
Wodehouse.Rt  Hn.E.  R(Batb) 
Wolff.  Gustav  WUhelm 
Wortley.  Rt-Hon.C.aStuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndbam,  (George 
Wyndham-Quin.  Major  W.  H. 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Annstnmg 
Young,  Comniander(Berks,K) 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  William  W^alrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allen,  W.  (Newc.  -under-Ly  me) 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  M.  (Limeiick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derl^hire) 
Billson,  Alfred 
Broadbuiat,  Henry 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybnrn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (CaithnesB-sh.) 
Colville,  John 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Curran,  Thomas  (ffl%0,  S.) 


NOES. 

Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  SamuelT.  (Glamm^an) 
Feuwick,  Charles 
Fitzmanrice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gurdon,  Sir  William  B. 
Haldane,  Richard  Burden 
Horcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 


Hazell,  Walter 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  Clias.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Holden,  Sir  An^ns 
Homiinan,  P'recTerick  John 
Humphreys-Owen.  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfre<l  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson-Ferfoison,  Jabez  E. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh.) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kinlocb,  Sir  J.  George  S. 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  (Jeorge 
Langley,  Batty 
LawBon,  Sir  W.  (CnmberlaiHl) 
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Leng,  Sir  John 
Leoty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lo^D,  John  William 
Macaleeae,  Daniel 
M'Sermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Kichard 
M'KeiiDa,  R^ioalil 
M'Leod.  John 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mellor,  Ilt.Hon.J.W.  (Yorka.) 
Moidl,  Sigismnnd  Ferdinand 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W  Pritchard(  Merthyr 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconsliire) 
Morton.  Edw.  J.C.(DeTODport) 
Moss,  Samnel 
Monlton.  John  Fletcher 
Nunsey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  Jamesf  Wicklo  w,  W, 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 


{11  July  1899} 

Palmer.SirCharlesM{Durhani) 
Palmer,  G.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Paalton,  Jaroen  Mellor 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northnmb.) 
Perke,  Robert  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilklngton.  SirGA(LancsSW) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Brigg8  (Yorks.) 
Provand,  An^w  Dryborgh 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigfas.) 
Robertson,  Edmiuid  (Damlee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stock  ton -on -Tees) 
Schwann,  Cnartes  E. 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
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Soamei>,  Arthur  Wellealey 
Spicer,  Albert 
Hteadnian,  William  Charles 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  Al>el  ((Carmarthen,  E. ) 
Thomas,  Alfred(  (1  lamoigan,  E. ) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds  S.) 
Warner.  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  JohnCarveII(Nott8.) 
WUson,  HenryJ.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woodhon8e,SirJ.T.  (Hudders.) 
Voxall,  James  Henry 
Tbllbrs  for  tbrNoes— Mr. 
M' Arthur  and  Mr.  Caasttw. 


Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  those  I  The  Committee  divided : — ^Aye^  98 
'   words  be  there  inserted.^  I  Noes,  218.   (Division  List,  No.  238.) 


Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bitlson,  Alfred 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Bnchanan,  ThomaA  Rybnrn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert  (Dorham) 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Clark,Dr.  G.  B  (Caithness-sh. ) 
Colville,  John 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Carran.  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.  ) 
Davies,  M.Vangban-(Cardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Doughty,  Geoi:ge 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Geddaid,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedden;i-ick,Thos.  ChariesH. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Holden,  Sir  Angus 
Hominian,  Frederick  John 


AYES. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacol^,  James  Alfred 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
KinlocD,.Sir  Ji^n  George  S. 
lAmbcpt,  GtoTfffi 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson.  Sir  W.  (Cnm1>erland) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leaty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbnt 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maden,  John  Hepry 
MorgiuiLJ.Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Cliarles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Moulton.  John  Fletcher 
Nussey.  Thomas  Willans 
0'Conhor,Jaraes{AVicklow,  W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer3irCharlesM(Dariiam 
Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Paolton,  James  MeUor 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northnmb.) 
PerkSf  Robert  William 


Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pilkington,Sii<J.A.(Lanc8SW) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestlev,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybntgh 
Randall,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson.  J.  (Durham,  S.S.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Robertson,  Edm.  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sinclair,  Capt,  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (WestmeatH) 
Thomas,Abel  (Camiarthen,E. ) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Ure,  Alexander 
Walton,  J.  Lawson,  (Leeds, S.) 
Weir,  James  Gallow^ 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C:  (NotU.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham  Mid.) 
WilsoD,  John  (Govan) 
Woodhonse,SirJ.T.(Hudd'srd> 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  thb  Ayes — 
Mr.  Atherley-Jones  and 
Mr.  Mendl. 


Aird,  John 

AUhnsen,  Au^nstusHen-Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt.  Josceline  l-'itzRoy 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  3.  (Man.) 


NOES. 

Balfour,RtUnGeraldW.(Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley.Geoi^e  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunuir  Plunket 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  B. 
Beach,Rt.Un,SirM.H.(Bristol 


Beach,  W.  W.Bram8ton(Hanta. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bemro8e,Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bigwooiil,  James 
Bin,  Charles 
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Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boacawen,  Arthur  Grifiitli- 
Boosfield,  William  Robert 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodriok.  Rt.  Hod.  St.  John 
Brookiield,  A.  Montagu 
Bollard.  Sir  Hany 
Bnrdett-Coutts,  W. 
Bntcber,  John  George 
CaTendiah,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(DerbyBh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charlee  William 
Cecil,  Lord  H.  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner.  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Bir. 
Chamberlain,  J.  AuBten(Worc. 
ChaoninK.  Francis  Allston 
Chaplin,  Rt  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octarius  Leigh 
Clarke.  Sir  Edw.  (Plvmontb) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
CMchiU,  Douglas  Harry 
Colston,  Chartes  E.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,C.W.Radcliffe(Hererd 
Com  wallis,  FiennesStanley  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Oraabome,  Viseonnt 
Ciippa,  Cbarles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herb  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Culntt,  Hwi.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davie8,SirHoratioD(  Chatham 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akera- 
Donglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Dnncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V, 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wynEd  ward 
Fei^usson,Rt  H  n.SirJ.(Manc'r 
Finch,  Georse  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FltzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Foster,  Col.  W.  H.  (Lancaster) 
Foster.  Ha^ry  S.  (Suffolk) 
QallowaT,  Vnlliam  Johnson 
Oaret,  William 
Oedge,  Sydnwr 
Cibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbfe,  Hon. Vicary{St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Oocbnn,  Sir  AuKUstns  Fred. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-Gennal 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Oraham,  Henry  Robert 


{COMMONSJ 

Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbnry) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Sbrewsbnry) 
Greene,  W.  Rayinoiid-(Camb8. ) 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Htm.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
HeatoD,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hermon-HMge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hill,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  S.  (Staflfo.) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampetead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwicn) 
Hobhonse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R{Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell.  William  Tudor 
HntdiinsoQ,  Capt.G.W.Grioe- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys.  Arthur  Frederick 
JoUiffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  James 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber.  Henry 
King,  Sir  Heniy  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
lAbouohere.  Houy 
Laf  one,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Edw.  H. 
Leigh'Bennett,  Heniy  Currie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
LIewelyn,Sir  Dilfwyn-  (Swan. ) 
LockwDod,  Lieut. -Cal.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.CoLCharle8W.  (Evesham 
Long,BtHn.WaIter(LiverpooI 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Boiler 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Laoas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'Iver,SirLewis(EdintnughW 
Maloolin,  Ian 

Milbank,  Sir  PowlettChas.  J. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper(Shropslure 
Morgan,Hn.  F.  (MonmoaUuh. ) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,ArthurH.A(Deptford 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  C.  J.  (Coventry) 
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Murray,Col.Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Hi^ins,  Frederick 
Powell,  ^  Francis  Sharp 
Piyce- Jones,  Lt.-C(d.  E^mid 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Qoilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rasch,  Major  F.  Came 
Rentoul.  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W: 
Robertson,.  Herbert(Ha«kii^) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Heroert  Dodl^ 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
SavfHT,  Sir  Joseph 
Sharps,  WUlUm  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  £.  (Stafford) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshtra) 
Sidebottom,WiIUam(Derby8h. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Coz,  Thomas 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Spioer,  Albert 

Stanley.  Hon.  A.  (Ormsklrk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stephens,  Heniy  Charles 
Stook,  James  Henry 
StraosH,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Start,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,RtHn.J.G.(OxfdUia.) 
Thorbum,  Walter 
ThomtOD,  Percy  M. 
ToUemacbe,  Henrv  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  £a1w.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viseonnt 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde.  Lieut.  -Col.  C.  E.  ( Kent) 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Brace  C.  Veraon- 
Wfaarton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willox.  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Won!eRtersh,N. 
Wodehonse,RtHn.E.R.(BatlL 
Wolff,  Gnstav  \rahelm 
Wortley,  Rt  Hon.  C.B.Stnart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Qtiin,  Major  W.H. 
Yerbuivb,  Robert  Armstrong 
Yoanfi^Commander(  Berks,  E. ) 
Younger,  William 
Tellers  for  the  Noes — 

Sir  William  Walrood  and 

Mr.  Anstrother. 


Mr.  Balfour  rose  id  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "That  the  Question 
*  That  the  words  of  the  Clause  "  shall  be 
liable  to  pay  only"  stand  part  <A  the 
Ckuue,'  be  now  put." 


Question  put,  "  That  the  words  oi  the 
Clause  *  shall  be  liable  to  pay  only '  stand 
part  of  the  Clause,  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  222  ; 
Noes,  135.   (DivisionLis^No.  239.) 
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Tithe  Heat-Charge 


Aird,  John 

Allhusen,  Angastoe  Henry  £. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynetl 
Archdale,  Edward  Mcrvyn 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^ot,  Capt  JoscelineFitzKoy 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balfoar,  Rt.Hn.  A.  J.  (Manc'r) 
Balfonr,  Rt.Hon.G.W.(Leed8} 
Banbary,  Predeiick  George 
B4mee,  Frederic  Gnrell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunkeb 
Bathuret,Hon.AIIenBenjamiD 
Beach,Kt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Beach,  \VWBram*ton(Hant8.) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Benirose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bigwood,  James 
Bin,  Charles 
Blandell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bonsor,  H.  Cosmo  Oime 
Boecawen,  Arthur  Gri£Sth- 
Boosfield,  Williim  Robert 
Brasaey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bollard,  Sir  Harrr 
Bnrdett-Contts,  W. 
Botcher,  John  George 
Cavendish,  H.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.CW.  (Derbvbb.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  Wilham 
Cecil,  liOrd  H.  (Greenwich) 
Cbaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.(Binn.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Cbaptin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  C^tavius  Leigh 
Clarke,SirEdward  (Plymoath) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Cogbill,  Donglas  Harry 
CoUton,  Charies  E.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lncas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (He'eford) 
Comwallis,  Fiennes  S.  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridgc 
Cranbome,  Viscoant 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herbert  S.  (Bolton) 
Cabitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cnrzon,  Vincoant 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dickson- Foynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doughty,  Geone 
Donglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akera- 
Donglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Dancorobe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  Geoige 
Feltowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
FergnsBoniRt  Hn  SirJ(Manc'r) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  B. 
Fisber,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  W. 
FitzWygrara,  General  Sir  F. 


{11  JlLY  1**99) 

AYES. 

Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  William  Johnaon 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
GibiA,  Hun.  Vicary(St  Albans) 
(Hies,  Charles  Tynell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-Geoeral 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  E  lward 
Gontt.  Rt.  Hon.Sir  JolmEldoD 
Goschen,  KtHiiGJ(StGeorge's) 
(iosch-n,  George  J.  (SoBsex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
(iraham,  Henrr  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (Weit  Ham) 
(ireen,  W.  D.  ( We<lne«bnry) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,W.  Raymond(Camb8.) 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Hamilton.Rt.  Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbury.Kt.Hon.RobcrtWm. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augnstus 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hill,Rt.  H  n  A.  Staveley  (Staife. ) 
Hoare.Edw.  Brodie  (Hunpst'd) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hohhouse,  Henry 
HoUand.Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hoffell,  William  Tudor 
Hatchinson,  Oapt.  G. W.Grioe- 
Jebti,  Riclianl  Claverhonse 
Jeffreyn.  Arthur  Frederick 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  Geoi^tt 

Kennaway.Kt.  Hon.SirJohnH 
Kenyon,  James 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knoffles,  I.ee»< 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson.  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon,  Wm.  Edw.H. 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
LleweIyn,SirDillwyn-  (SVns'a 
Lockwo«id,Lt.-('ol.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erakine 
Long,  Ool.CharleflW(Evesham 
Ix>ng,Rt.HnWalter(  Liverpool 
Lopes,  Henry  Varde  Boiler 
Lowe,  Francli  William 
Lowlefl,  John 
Ix>yd,  Archie  Kirkroan 
Lucaa-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  (J.  Elllison 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinboi^h,  W. 
Maleotin,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddolph 
Metier,  Colonel  (Lancaebire) 
Mil  bank,  SirPowlettCharlesJ. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Binfdum 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  Gewge 


(Kates)  Bill 


554 


Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pac^jr 
More,  Robt.  Jasper'Shropflhire) 
Morgan,  Ho.Fred.(Monm'tb8.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Moont,  William  Geoive 
Mniray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bote) 
Morray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Morray,Col.  Wyndham(Batn) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  William  dlraliam 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-HigKins.  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guv 
Unilter,  Sir  Cothbert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  C'arne 
Rentool,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartleitool) 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.KirMatthew  W. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Haokn^) 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herb^  Dudl^ 
Samoel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seton-Karr.  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (LancK.) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stock,  James  ifenry 
StraoBBtArthor 
Strutt.  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(dxrdUn.) 
Thombum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Heniy  James 
Tomlinson.WoL  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viwount 
Warde,Lieut.  Col.C.E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bnice  C.  Vemon- 
Wbarton,  Rt  Hon.  John  L. 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcester,  N.) 
Wodehou8e,Kt.HD.E,R.(Btttb) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  S.- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Maj.  W.  H. 
Yerburgh,  Itobert  Armstrong 
Young,  Commander(BerkB,K.)( 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Aves — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstrutfaer. 
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Ahraham,  William  {Khomlda) 
Allen,  W'iii.(Newc.underLy  me 
Atherley -Jones,  L. 
Austin,  M.  tLimerick,  W.) 
Bartow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Billion,  Alfred 
J^atlhnfBt,  Heury 
Bryce,  Kt.  Hon.  James 
Hachanan,  Thomas  Kyburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert  Durham 
Causton,  Richutl  Kuight 
rhanntng,  FraD<»a  AlUtOQ 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.  (Caithness-sh.) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Colvule,  John 
Orilly,  Daniel 
Currap,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Davie^M.  Vaughan-  (Civniigaa 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan.  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Du  kworth,  Janie» 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  Samuel  T.(Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charleit 
Ferguson.  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H. 
(ioiltlard,  Daniel  Ford 
Urey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
(iurdon.  Sir  William  B. 
Hiildane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwiok,  Thonuw  C  H. 
Hemphill.  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 
Holden,  Sir  Angus 


{COMMOXS} 

NOES. 

Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hami)hrey8-0wen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson-Ferguson,  Jab«  E. 
Joicay,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swaneea) 
Jonea,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shnttleworth,KtHnSir  U 
Kearlev,  Hudson,  E. 
KinlocK,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Laboiichere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batfcy 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leng,  Sir  John  | 
Leuty.  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert  i 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  .Tohn  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald  ' 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henrv 
Meltor,Rt.HoB.J.  W.  (York*.) 
Mendl,  SL^nmnd  Ferdintud  , 
Morgan,  <rL]oyd(Carmartben)  | 
Morgan.W  Pritchard{Merthyr  | 
Morley,  Charles  (BrecoDBhirei ' 
Morton,  E^w.J.C.(Devonport)  { 
Mo's,  Samuel 

MonltoQ,  John  Fletcher  j 
Nussey,  Thomas  Wiilans  ' 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow.W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool)  | 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,  SirCha3.M.(Durham) 
Palmer,  Geo.  Wm.  (Reading)  I 
Panlton,  Jamen  Meilor 
Pease,  Joseph  A  (^Northmnl>.)  i 
Perks,  Robert  William 


(liates)  BiU. 
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Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickep<gill,  Eluward  Hare 
Pilkiiigion,SirG.A.(LancaSW 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybnt^ 
Randell,  Da\id 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham, S.E.) 
Kickett,  J.  Conipton 
Roberts,  J.  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stookton-on  Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt  John  (Forfarsh.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Hoames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spioor,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  P.  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  £.) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. ) 
Thoma<>,David  Alf red(  Mertby) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander. 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Warner  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  JohnCarvell(  Notts.) 
Wills,  Sir  Williaiii  Henry 
Wilson.  HenryJ.  (York,  W.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woodhonse,  SirJ.T.(Hudd'Brd 
YoxaU,  James  Heniy 
Tellbks  for  the  Nobs— 

Mr.   Gladstone   and  Mr. 

M'Arthnr 


Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  the 
words  of  the  Clause  '  shall  be  liable  to 
pay  only '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 


The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  234  ; 
Noes,  145.    (Division  List  No.  240.) 


Aird,  John 

Allhusen,  An^stos  H.  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Ueynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mer\yn 
Arnold -Forater,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  CapUJoscelineFitzRoy 
l^ird,  John  George  Alexander 
BaUour.Rt  Hon  A  J  (Maoch'r) 
B3ilfour,Rt.  Hod.  G.W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
bmnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunl^  Plunket 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beach,  RtHonSirM  H-(BnHtol) 
Beach,WWBram&ton  (Hants. ) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 


AYES. 

Bethell,  Commander 

Bigwood,  James 
'  Bin,  Charles 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
I  Bond,  Edward 
I  Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orrae 

Boscawen,  Arthur  Griflith- 
I  Bousfield,  William  Robert 
I  Brassey,  Albert 
,  Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
<  BrookGeld,  A.  Montagu 

Bullard,  Sir  Harry 

Burdett-Coutte.  W. 

Butcher,  John  Cieorge 

CarlUe.  WUIiam  Walter 
1  Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 

Cavendish,  V.C.W.jDerbj^h.) 
'  Cayzer,  Sir  C.  W^illiam 
,  Cecil,  Evelvn  (Hertfoni,  East) 
'  Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 


Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G  W. 
C  hamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.(Binn. 
Chamberlain,J.Aust'n(Wore'r 
Cbarrington,  Spencer 
f'lare,  Outavius  Luigh 
Clarke,  SirEdward(Plymottlh) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cor8ton,Cha8.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
CoraptoD,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Comwallls,  FiennesStanley  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  B. 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cro^  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Visoount 
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TUhe  RetU-ChaTge 


Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  ColoneL 
DiokM>D-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  ConingBby  Ralph 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akero- 
Doo^as- Pennant,  Hon.  £.  S. 
Doncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  RtHonSIrWilliamHart 
ElUot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglaa 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
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Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Cambs. ) 
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Gnll,  Sir  Catneror. 
Hall.  Rt.  Hod.  Sir  Charles 
Hamilton,Rt.  Hn.  Lord  (George 
Hanhury,Rt.Hon.  Roht.  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heat<tn,John  Henniker 
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Hermon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hill,Rt.Hn.A.Staveley(Staff:*) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Hoan,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhonse,  Henr^ 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Homby,Sir  William  Henry 
Howmrd,  Joseph 
Howell.  William  Todor 
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King,  Sir  Henry  SeynHmr 
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Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Ijoder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  CliarlesW.  ( Evesham 
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FiOwe,  Francis  William 
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Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
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Malcolm,  Tan 
Martin.  Richard  Biddnlph 
Massey-Mainwaring,  HonWP 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Milbank,  Sir  Puwlett  C.  J. 
Mitdinay,  Francis  Binffbam 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  Geoige 
Milward,  <.7olonel  Victor 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan, HD.I'red.(Monm'tli8h. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(Batn) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Viwnnt 
NichoUon,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
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Pryce^ones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Mtuor  Frederic  Carne 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep't) 
Ridley.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  W. 
Ritome,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rotmd,  James 
Russell,  T.W.  (Trrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.<Limehonse) 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton  Karr.  Htnry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidehotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidehottom,  Win.  (Derhysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith.  Hon.  W.  F.  O.(Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Aithur 
Stratt^  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt^  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Kt.Htt.J.G.(OxrdUnL 
Thorbura,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henry  Jame» 
Toinlinson,Wm.  Edw.Mnrray 
Tritton.  Charles  Ernest , 
Valentia,  yisconnt 
Wanklyn,  James  I^eslie 
Warde.  Lieut. -Col.C.E.(Kent) 
Welby,Lieut-Uol.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Williams,  Joe.  Powell-(Biriu.) 
W^Ulox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.H.(Bath 
Wolff,  Guatav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt  Hoa.C.B.Stnart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndbam,  George 
Wyndham  Quin,  Major  W.H. 
Wyvill,  Mannaduke  D'Arcy 
Yerbnrgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Young:,  ComniaDder(Berks,£;) 
Younger,  William 
Tellers  fob  the  Ayks— 

Sir  William  Walnmd  and 

Blr.  Ansteatber. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allen.  W.(Newc.  under  Lyme) 
Aihton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquitfa.  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Henry 
Aiherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayl^,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont.  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Billion,  Alfred 
B<riton.  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhnrstt  Henry 
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Brj'ce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
I  Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
:  Burt,  Thomas 
I  Caldwell.  J  tmes 
;  Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
'  Campbell- Banner  man.  Sir  H. 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 
;  Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Clark,  Dr  G.  B.  (Caithnew-sh 
,  Clough,  Walter  Owen 

CoMlle,  John 
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Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Dalziel,  James  Heniy 
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Davitt,  Michael 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douelas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Erans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
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Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Sonth'ton) 
Feowick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  RC.MTinro[Leith) 
Fitzmanrice,  Lord  Edmood 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Fowler,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Heniy 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Sir  Fdward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  EllU  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  WiUiamBrampton 
Haldaoe,  Richard  Bnrdon 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chaa.  Seale- 
Hazell.  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Holden,  Sir  Angus 
Hominian,  Freaehck  John 
Humphreya-Owen,  Arthnr  C. 
HnttOD.  Alfred  E.  (Mcrley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
JobnsoD-FnrgasoD^JabezEdw. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh. 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHn  SirU 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kinlocn,  Sir  John  Geo.  Symth 
Labouchere,  Henry 
I^mbert,  George 
Langley,  Battr 
LawBon,  Sir  W.  (Cnmbniand) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lenty,  Tfaomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
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Longh,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnelI,Dr.M.A.(Qn'o'sC 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddifion,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W.  (Yorks. 
Mendl,  Sigismand  Ferdinand 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  ( Carmarthen ) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Monlton,  John  Fletcher 
Nuasey,  Thomas  Willana 
O'Connor  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O  Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
01dro>d,Mark 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Paulton,  James  Meller 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,Sir  G.  A.  (LancsS  W 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestlev,  Bri«Rs  (Yorks.) 
Provana,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,J.  Compton 
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Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dnndee) 
RiiliBon,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (  to  :kton-UD-Teee) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfanhin) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Albert. 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charies 
Strachcy,  Edward 
Sluart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (WestmeaUi) 
Thomas,  Abel(Carmarthen,E.) 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glam<ngan,£. 
Thomas,  David  Alfd.(Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philip* 
Ure,  Alexander 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Warner,  Thomas  ConrtenayT. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Willianie,  JohnCarvell(Notto.) 
Wills,  Sir  WUIiam  Henry 
Wilson,  Henry  J.tYork.W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  ((lovan) 
WU8on,J.W.(Woicestersh.N. 
Woodhouse,  Sir  JT(Hndd*z8id) 
Yoxall,  James  Henty 

Tellers  for  the  Nob»— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthnr. 


Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  :  The  Amend-  ; 
ment  I  have  to  move  is  on  page  16,  and  ^ 
it  is  to  provide  that  the  owner  of  tithe  | 
rent-charge  attached  to  a  benefice  should 
be  liable  to  pay  only  "  the  proportion  set , 
forth  in  the  schedule  to  this  Act,"  and  if  | 
hon.  Members  look  at  the  Amendment  to  ' 
the  schedule  which  it  is  my  intention  to 
move  subsequently  they  will  see  it  reads  : 

"  When  the  amount  of  rent-charge  attached 
to  a  benefice  does  not  exceed  £150,  the  propor- 
tion of  the  rate  whicli  the  owner  shall  l>e  liaUe  , 
to  pay  simll  be  one-half ;  exceeds  £150,  but , 
does  not  exceed  £200,  two-thirds ;  exceeds  i 
£200,  bat  does  not  exceed  £300,  three-fourths  ; 
exceeds  £300,  fonr-tifths."  ' 

This  Amendment  is  one  of  considerable 
Biibstance,  but  at  the  same  time,  when  I 
see  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
Front  Bench,  I  confess  I  move  it  with  a 
considerable  degree  of  trepidation.  And 
I  would  here  like  to  protest  against  the 
action  taken  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  against  me. 

•The CHAIRMAN :0«ler, order!  The 
hon.  Member  is  not  entitled  on  this 
Amendment  to  comment  on  the  action  of 
the  First  Lord. 


JlR.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  Only  with  the 
indulgence  of  the  Committee.  Every 
Amendment  I  have  upon  the  Paper  has 
been  ruled  by  you,  Mr.  Lowther,  to  be  in 
order.  The  first  was  acc«>ted  with  so 
much  expedition  that  I  hardly  knew 
whether  it  was  accepted  or  not,  but  on 
the  other  two  the  closure  has  been  moved. 
The  present  Amendment  would  form  a 
sliding  scale,  and  the  intention  is  to  pro- 
vide that  those  who  are  in  most  need 
shall  receive  at  any  rate  the  largest 
proportion  of  relief.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gtentleman  will  accept  the  principle  of 
the  Amendment,  I  shall  be  ready  to 
accept  modifications  of  ita  terms. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  vonla 
'one-half,'  in  order  to  insiert  the  words  'the 
proportion  net  forth  in  the  schedule  to  this 
Act'  "— (.Vr.  David  Thomas.) 

'  in'^tcad  thereof : — 

! 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  woida 
I  '  one-half  stand  part  of  the  clause." 
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Mr.  long  :  I  regret  that  it  will  be 
impossible  for  me  to  accept  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman's Amendmenc  in  the  form  in  which 
it  stands,  or  in  any  other  form.  The 
lion.  Gentleman  tells  us  that  one  of  his 
objects  is  to  take  care  that  the  relief 
should  go  to  the  most  deserving  and  not 
in  some  cases  to  the  wealthy.    I  must 
repeat  that  the  hon.  Grentleman's  object, 
which  is  no  doubt  a  desirable  one,  would 
not  be  attained  by  this  Amendment.  It 
is  really  ludicrous  to  imagine  that  the 
amount  of  tithe  rent-charge  attached  to  a 
benefice  is  in  any  way  an  indication  of 
the  emoluments  of  that  benefice,  and  the 
position  of  the  incumbent.    It  is  impossi- 
ble to  arrive  at  the  precise  position  of 
the  incumbent  without  examination  into 
the  peculiar  conditions  attaching  to  his 
own  incumbency  and  parish,  a  form  of 
inquiry  which  it  would  be  obviously  im- 
possible to  make.    I  said  on  the  Second 
Beading     of     the     Bill     that  the 
course  we  hare  adopted  was  one  for 
which   we    have    precedents    in  the 
present  Lighting  and   Sanitaiy  Acts. 
Whether  or  not  they  are  new  rates  is  not 
the  question  at  all   The  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  Member  is  that  the  relief  should 
be  given  more  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  redpients.    But  if 
you  take  the  tithe  rent-charge  as  an  indi- 
cation of  the  recipient's  position  you  will 
be  misled,  because  while  tithe  rent-charge 
stands  at  varying  sums,  in  one  case  it 
stands  by  itself,  and  in  another  case  it 
is  added  to  other  sources  of  revenue. 
Then,  when  you  have  arrived  at  the  full 
unount  of  the  value  of  the  benefice,  you 
must  find  out  what  are  the  demands  made 
upon  the  incumbent,  upon  which  depends 
the  net  value  of  the  benefice.    It  would 
not  be  possible  to  draw  a  hard  and  fast 
rule  such  as  that  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member,  which  would  not  involve  much 
greater  hardship  and  injustice  than  any- 
thing which  can  possibly  follow  from  the 
scheme  proposed  by  the  Government.  It 
can  easily  be  shown  that  even  when  the 
ntes  paid  by  the  owners  of  tithe  rent- 
charge  have  been  reduced  by  one  half, 
they  will  still  pay  in  a  much  heavier 
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degree  than  other  ratepayers  in  a  similar 
position.  The  suggestion  that  by  adopt- 
ing this  Amendment  the  relief  would  be 
averaged  in  a  fairer  way  cannot  be  enter- 
tained, because  the  tithe  rent^harge  by 
itself  cannot  be  taken  as  an  indication  of 
a  serious  necessity. 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  We  are  dealing  here  with  old  rates, 
and  old  rates  are  not  in  any  respect  a  bur- 
den upon  the  present  owners  of  property. 
The  present  owner  takes  the  property  sub- 
ject to  the  burden  of  the  old  rates.  If  you 
make  a  remission  of  these  old  rates  it 
follows  that  the  Urger  owner  gets  the 
larger  remission,  and  you  are 
making  a  present  not  merely  of  the 
sum  in  hand,  but  of  the  capital  value  of 
the  rates  so  long  as  the  remission  lasts,  to 
every  person  who  benefits  by  it.  If  you 
give  a  remission  in  proportion  to  the 
value  of  the  tithe  rent-charge,  you  are 
giving  a  larger  bonus  to  the  wealthier 
man,  so  far  as  this  property  is  concerned, 
and  a  smaller  bonus  to  the  poorer  man, 
and  that  is  an  injustice  against  which  my 
hon.  friend  wishes  to  guard  by  this 
Amendment.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  have  pointed  in  the  matter  of 
lighting  and  watching  and  sanitary  legis- 
lation to  a  case  in  which  ParliMuent  inter- 
fered with  an  old  rate  being  a  burden  on 
the  land  and  not  on  the  owner  of  the 
hind,  and  give  remission  therefrom  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  rate,  he 
would  have  had  a  precedent  for  the  course 
he  has  now  taken.  He  has  in  no  degree 
met  the  principle  or  the  spirit  of  the 
Amendment,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
important  that  has  been  or  will  be  moved, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  adequately  dis- 
cussed on  both  sides  of  the  House. 

*Mr.  perks  :  One  reason  for  reducing 
the  amount  which  incumbents  may  re- 
ceive in  mitigation  of  their  rates  is  that 
which  I  pointed  out  last  evening,  namely, 
in  a  very  important  feature  this  fund 
which  has  been  provided  by  the  Govern- 
ment may  not  be  sufficient — for  we  thea 
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showed,  and  it  was  admitted 
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by  the 

Government,  that  the  contingency  had 
not  been  provided  for  that  in  the 
evoit  (tf  a  lay  impropriator  giving  back 
tithes  to  a  benefice,  those  tithes  will 
be  able  to  claim  the  benefits  of  the  Act. 
The  basis  upon  which  tithes  are  now 
assessed  is  not  the  par  value,  but  the 
varying  value  of  grain,  and  consequently 
tithes  are  now  assessed  at  about 
6S  per  cent,  of  the  par  value  of  the 
tithe  as  commuted  in  1836.  It  is 
perfectly  evident  that  contingencies  might 
arise  when  the  assessed  value  of  these 
tithes  would  approximate  to  the  par 
value  again.  What  would  be  the  imme- 
diate effect  of  the  outbreak  of  an 
European  war  ?  The  value  would  at  once 
rise.  There  would  be  no  such  distinction 
between  the  par  value  and  the  present 
asBeased  value,  and  consequently  the 
amount  at  which  tithes  would  be  assessed 
would  be  enormously  in  excess  of  that  at 
which  they  are  now  rated.  If  such  a 
contingency  were  to  occur,  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  the  clergy  would  be  rated, 
not  upon  a  very  largely  reduced  value, 
but  upon  a  largely  increased  value,  and 
being  assessed  upon  the  increased  value 
the  relief  which  they  would  be  entitled  to 
claim  under  this  Bill  would  rise  in  exactly 
the  same  ratia  In  such  a  contingency 
the  very  raison  ifHre  of  the  Bill  would 
disappear,  because  the  tithes  payable 
would  be  largely  increased  simultaneously 
with  the  reduction  of  the  rates  being 
increased  at  the  same  time. 


Mr.  LEWIS :  This  Amendment  seeks 
to  introduce  into  this  Bill  that  system  of 
graduation  which  has  been  adopted  in 
other  directions,  and  which  is  now  uni- 
versally recognised  as  a  just  principle. 
It  has  been  adopted  in  the  case  of  the 
income-tax  by  means  of  exemptions.  The 
right  hon.  Glentleman  said  it  would  be 
necessary  to  make  a  number  of  inquiries 
into  the  actual  value  of  the  tithe  and  so 
on  in  the  particular  livings,  but  he  might 
just  as  well  say  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  extent  of  a 


man's  income  and  the  burdens  upon  that 
income.  There  would  be  absolutely  no 
diflBculty  in  adopting  the  principle, 
whether  or  not  the  particular  form 
recommended  was  adopted  by  the 
Government.  But  I  am  afraid  the 
Amendment  will  not  be  accepted  by  the 
Government,  not  because  it  is  not  a 
reasonable  one,  but  because  the  Govern- 
ment have  made  up  their  minds  that  no 
Amendment  of  any  kind  whatever  is  to 
be  inserted  in  the  Bill,  so  as  to  avoid  the 
Report  stage,  and  that  the  country  may 
have  as  little  opportunity  as  possible  of 
judging  and  pronouncing  their  (^nioo 
upon  this  Bill. 

*Mr.  MOULTON  (Cornwall,  Launces- 
ton) :  It  seems  to  me  the  Government  are 
very  happy  in  the  choice  of  the  Minister 
to  whom  they  have  committed  the  chaige 
of  this  Bill.  He  has  two  advantages.  He 
has  theadvantageobviously  of  never  having 
inquired  into  the  elementary  principles 
of  taxation  which  have  relation  to  the 
question,  and  he  also  has  the*advantage 
of  not  seeing  when  the  ai^umente  (rf 
10  o'clock  destroy  the  arguments  he 
advanced  at  7  o'clock    In  his  mind  abs^ 
lutely  contradictory  principles  never  in- 
terfere with  one  uiother.    Let  us  see  the 
defence  he  has  made  for  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  regard  to  this  Amend* 
ment.     He  says,  "Oh,  you  are  quite 
wrong  in  thinking  thi^  we  can  distinguish 
between  one  clergyman  and  another  by 
the  amount  of  tithe  he  possesses.  Tithe 
is  only  a  portion  of  his  income."  What 
then  becomes  of  the  challenge  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  Oi^KMition 
to  find  anybody  but  a  clergyman  who 
was   rated  on  his  income  1    Was  not 
the  Bill   brought  in  on  the  pretext 
that  the  tithe  was  his  whole  income, 
and  that  the  rating  on  the  tithe  meant 
not  a  rate  on  a  part  of  a  man's  property, 
but  on  the  whole  1    But  now  the  defence 
is  that  clergymen  have  much  property 
besides  tithe.    How  then  do  they  differ 
in  any  possible  way  from  lay  impropriat<V8 
who  have  other  property  ?  If  the  income 
attached  to  a  benefice  is  not  only  tithes 
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but  consists  of  other  property  in  addition,  ciple  should  be  differently  applied  accord- 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  attempt  to  I  ing  to  the  income  derived  from  ,  a 
connect  the  income  for  tithe  with  services  !  particular  tithe  rent-eharge  1  Where  is 
rendered?  There  is  no  connection  what-  { there  any  case  of  such  a  pririciple  being 
ever  between  them.  Why  should  we  take  i  applied  ?  Whether  the  property  is  rated 
a  particular  bit  of  property  of  a  particular  i  at  £].  or  £10Q  you  must  rate  it  on  the 
class  of  people — for  that  is  what  it  is  '  same  principle.  It  is  inconceivable  that 
reduced  to  now — and  proceed  to  increase  ,  any  member  who  has  any  knowledge. of 
that  piece  of  property  by  paying  half  the  the  subject  can  support  such  an  Amend- 
rates )  It  is  exactly  the  same  as  saying  i  ment  as  the  one  now  before  the  Com- 
that  where  a  part  of  the  income  of  a  i  mittee. 
benefice  is  derived  from  Consols  we  will 


pay  the  income  tax  on  those  Consols  or 
raise  the  interest  to  3  per  cent.  The 
sp^ch  of  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  has 
destroyed  all  connection  between  tithes 
and  services,  and  has  taken  awaj'  every 
pretext  for  this  Bill.  It  is  a  frank  attempt 
to  increase  the  value  of  property  which  in 
a  certain  number  of  cases  is  held  by 
clergymen.     I  was  astounded  to  hear 
cited  as  a  precedent  for  this  that  in  certain 
Acts  tithes  were  exempted  from  special 
taxes.    Yes,  as  a  kind  of  property,  but 
those  exemptions  did  not  apply  only  to 
clergjmien.    Whoever  held  the  property 
l^t  the  benefit  of  the  exemption,  and 
therefore  iJiose  Acts  were  not  precedents 
for  clerical  endowment  Acts. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  The  argument  of  my 
hon.  friend  is  absolutely  inconsistent  with 
every  argument  he  has  heretofore  urged 
upon  this  Bill.  The  Amendment  pro- 
poses that  the  proportion  of  rate  which 
the  owner  of  tithe  rent-charge  shonld  be 
liable  to  pay  should  vary  according  to 
the  amount  of  that  rent-charge.  If  there 
is  one  principle  more  certain  than  imother 
it  is  that  when  you  decide  upon  the 
proper  way  in  which  certain  property 
should  be  rated,  you  must  rate  it  quite 
irrespective  of  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
perty. 

*Mr.  MOULTON  :  And  irrespective  of 
the  person  who  holds  it. 

Mr.  CRIPPS :  Quite  true.  Supposing 
you  want  to  apply  the  tnie  principle  of 
rating  so  far  as  tithe  rent-charge  is  con- 
cerned.   Can  you  suggest  that  that  prin- 


Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  : 
Limited  as  we  have  been  in  our  power  ( f 
discussing  this  Bill,  the  Debate  has,  at  all 
events,  been  long  enough  to  enable  vib 
entirely  to  convert  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stroud.  In  the  earlier  part 
of  the  Debate  we  attempted  to  convince 
him  that  the  rate  was  upon  the  property; 
and  not  upon  the  owner.  Now  he  is 
objecting  to  this  Amendment  because 
that  principle  is  not  observed.  I  have 
taken  my  stand  upon  the  ground  that  it 
being  a  tax  upon  the  property  you  hav« 
no  right  to  make  any  distinction  what- 
ever in  regard  to  the  persons  who  benefit 
from  the  property.  That  is  the  funda- 
mental principle  upon  which  we  have" 
argued  this  matter.  The  situation  in 
regard  to  this  A-mendment  is  that  we  are 
obliged  to  make  the  best  of  this  Bill.  I( 
you  choose  to  lay  down  the  principle^ 
which  we  maintain  is  a  false  principle— 
that  you  have  a  right  to  take  into  con- 
sideration, with  regard  to  this  tax  upon 
property,  the  condition  of  a  particular 
class  of  persons  who  enjoy  that  property, 
we  desire  by  this  Amendment  to  apply 
that  principle  more  fairly.  If  you  cbooBe 
to  say  that  you  give  this  money  to  the 
clergy  because  they  stand  in  a  different 
position  from  that  of  all  other  owners  of 
tithe  property,  it  is  quite  plain  that  you 
ought  in  dealing  with  the  personal  situa^- 
tion  of  the  individuals,  to  adjust  your 
scheme  with  due  regard  to  the  different 
position  of  those  individuals.  I  have 
said  all  along  that  the  principle  is  a  rottQn 
one,  and  that  you  ought  to  deal  with  all 
tithe  property  upon  the  same  footing. 
You    have    chosen    to    deny  that; 
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you  have  selected  a  particular  class 
to  deal  with  in  a  difi'erent  manner  from 
other  owners  of  the  same  class  of  property. 
Having  done  that,  the  Amendment  pro- 
poses that  you  should  make  the  amount 
of  this  bonus  correspond  to  the  different 
positions  of  the  persons  who  are  to  receive 
the  money. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS :  I  accept  the 
challenge  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Meml>er 
for  Stroud,  and  associate  myself  with  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Launceston.  The  only  point  upon  which 
I  dissociate  myself  from  him  is  in  his  attack 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill.    I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  the  very  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment who  really  shows  that  he  is  the 
person  who  ought  to  be  entrusted  with 
the  Bill.     He  knows  all  about  it;  he 
knows  that  the  Bill  simply  means  that 
half  the  rates  should  be  given  back  to 
every  clergyman.    He  has  been  equally 
pleasant  to  everybody  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  and  he  has  so  excelled  in  his 
management  of  the  Bill  that  he  has  been 
able  to  keep  the  Solicitor-General,  who  is 
bursting  with  a  desire  to  give  information, 
sitting  quietly  by  his  side.    If  he  could 
(Htly  have  kept  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stroud  as  quiet  he  would 
have  been  all  right.  That  hon.  Gentleman 
says,  '*  Can  you  show  me  any  case  in  the 
whole  of  the  law  of  rating  where  any 
difference  is  made  according  to  the  amount 
of  the  property  ?"     I  would  ask  him 
whether  he  can  show  me  any  case  in  the 
rating  law  where  two  persons  in  the  en- 
joyment of  precisely  the  same  kind  of 
property  are   treated  differently  —  not 
only  treated  by  a  sliding-scale,  but  by  a 
sliding-scale  which  is  so  favourable  to  one 
and  so  unfavourable  to  the  other  that  one  is 
put  right  at  the  top  and  the  other  pushed 
right  to  the  bottom  ?    Can  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  justify  on  what  he 
calls  the  "  principle  of  rating  "  the  omission 
of  a  tithe  rent-charge  owner  because  he 
happens  not  to  be  a  clergyman  X  The 
Amendment  is  a  reasonable  one  in  this 
Sir  WUlum  Hareourt. 
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regard.    You  say  you  are  going  to  assist 
what  you  call  a  deserving  class  of  persons. 
That  is  perfectly  true,  but  we  do  not  want 
alms  for  those  who  have  their  pockets 
well   lined.    I   desire   to   come  to  the 
assistance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
the  matter  of  drafting.  It  is  the  mere 
changing  of  a  word,  and  what  I  desire  is 
to  change  the  words  "  tithe  rent-charge  " 
to    "emoluments."     I   do    not  know 
whether  the  word  has  gone  forth  that  no 
Amendment  is  to  be  accepted,  but  that 
ought  not  to  deter  us  on  this  side  from 
doing  the  best  we  can  for  these  poor 
clergymen.    I  have  answered  as  well  as  I 
can  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite,  who  was  silent  under 
the  argument  I  put  forth — that  he  cannot 
justify  this  proposal    by    the  sacred 
principle  of  rating,  and  I  hope  we  shall 
not  hear  ranch  about  this  principle  here- 
after.   The  real  question  is  whether  these 
doles  ought  to  be  so  given  as  to  meet  the 
real  necessities  of  the  case,  and  that  is  the 
principle  of  the  Amendment. 


Mr.  ABEL  THOMAS:  Now  we  have 
got  liack  again  to  the  principle  of  rating, 
which  is  the  whole  groundwork  of  the 
opposition    by    the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stroud  to  this  Amendment. 
The  rating  principle,  I  understood,  was 
to    bs  brought   forward   at    a  later 
stage  upon  the  whole  matter  of  rating, 
for  it  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
this  Bill.    You  are  now  trying  to  put  a 
stop-gap  to  help  the  clergy  in  the  country 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  pay  their 
rates.    I  do  think  that  this  is  one  of  the 
most  important  Amendments  which  have 
been  put  down  on  the  Paper,  and  I  am 
rather  pleased  to  find  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  going  to  refuse  to  accept  it.  I 
object  to  the  Bill  from  beginning  to  end, 
and  the  people  of  the  countiy  outside  are 
not  talking  about  the  justice  or  injustice 
of  the  rating  of  tithes,  but  they  are  talk- 
ing a)>out  the  great  difficulty  in  which  the 
poor  clergyman  finds  himself,  because  he 
can  scarcely  provide  food  and  clothing 
for  himself  and  his  family ;  and  the 
country  want  you  to  relieve  these  poor 
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clergymen,  and  they  do  not  care  one 
scrap  about  the  injustice  or  the  justice  of 
the  rating  principle  itself.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
friend  is  one  which  every  individual  con- 
stituent of  every  Member  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  would  like  to  see  carried, 
and  therefore  I  am  only  too  pleased  to 
think  that  the  Government  will  not 
accept  this  Amendment.  This  proposal 
would  have  been  very  acceptable  to  their 
own  constituents,  and  therefore  its  non- 
acceptance  will  show  their  supporters  the 
real  nature  of  this  Bill.  It  is  all  very 
well  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
that  you  cannot  measure  a  clergyman's 
wealth  by  the  amount  of  his  tithe  rent- 
charge,  but  the  same  thing  could  be  said 
about  anybod}'.  Take  a  man  with 
£2,000  and  another  with  10s.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  the  latter  is  richer  than  the 
former,  l>ut  you  certainly  would  not  rate 
them  in  the  same  way.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  really  deserving  clergyman  is 
only  gi%'en  a  very  small  dole,  whilst  the 
rich  clergyman,  who  ought  not  to  have 
any  dole  at  all,  takes  ten  times  as  much  as 
the  poor  clergyman.  The  effect  of  the 
rejection  of  this  Amendment  by  hon. 
Members  opposite  will  be  noted  by  the 
constituencies,  and  if  the  Government 
can  see  their  way  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment the  better  it  will  be  for  them  when 
they  go  to  meet  their  constituents. 


Mb.  STUART :  I  think  it  is  useless  to 
urge  any  further  objections  to  the  princi- 
ple of  rating.  There  is  only  one  principle 
of  rating,  and  that  is  the  one  which  is 
applied  to  the  hypothetical  tenant.  We 
all  know  that  certain  deductions  are 
made  from  the  tithes  for  the  cost  of  col- 
lecting, hut  that  has  nothing  to  do  with 
what  a  hypothetical  tenant  might  choose 
to  do  with  it,  or  for  it,  and  the  only  prin- 
ciple of  rating  is  distinctly  in  favour  of 
there  being  no  deduction  further  than 
that  M'hich  iu  necessary  for  the  tithes. 
That  is  perfectly  clear,  therefore,  that  this 
argument  cannot  be  urged  against  the 
Amendntont  of  my  hon.  friend.    But  this 
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Bill  plunges  head  foremost  through  this 
principle,  and  it  says  that  we  have  to  con- 
sider whatthe  person  who  isinpossessionof 
the  property  does  with  it  or  for  it.  Let 
us  compare  the  case  of  two  houses,  one  of ' 
which  is  bought  or  rented  by  a  person 
who  pays  rent,  and  the  other  is  held  in 
return  for  services  given  to  someone  else. 
Those  two  houses  lure  not  rated  differ- 
ently, but  under  this  Bill  we  are  consider- 
ing a  totally  different  principle.  We  are 
considering  what  the  person  docs  who  ia 
in  possession  of  the  prop^y,  and  we  are 
breaking  through  the  existing  principle  of 
rating.  If  we  are  going  to  relieve  impe- 
cunious clergymen,  it  is  better  to  adopt 
this  Amendment  than  to  adopt  the  hard 
and  fast  line  in  the  Bill  The  Bill  gives 
relief  mostly  to  the  larger  property,  and 
the  intention  of  this  Amendment  is  to 
provide  that  there  shoidd  be  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  relief  given  to  the  persons  with 
smaller  incomes.  That  is  the  same  prin- 
ciple which  is  adopted  in  the  income  tax 
and  the  death  duties.  When  we  come  to 
look  closely  at  the  Amendment  itself  as  a 
means  of  relieving  the  clergy,  I  think  it  is 
a  very  great  deal  better  than  the  proposal 
which  is  contained  in  the  BiU,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  the  principle  of  rating  can 
be  urged  against  this  Amendment. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  I  would  point 

out  to  the  Committee  that  this  proposal  is 
based  upon  a  suggestion  made  before  the 
ROjTal  (Commission  by  one  of  the  shrewd- 
est members  of  that  Commission.  It  is 
true  that  he  signed  afterwards  the  majo- 
rity Report,  but  he  probably  did  that  with 
a  view  of  arriving  at  some  kind  of  com- 
mon agreement.  The  suggestion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Elliott  that  the  scale  in  the 
Pluralities  Act  should  be  applied  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  relief 
to  be  extended  to  each  case.  Before  the 
Commission  a  question  was  put  to  a  tithe- 
owner  whether  he  approved  of  that  scale 
or  not,  and  he  said  that  he  did  not  disap- 
prove of  it,  and  he  gave  an  exceedingly 
interesting  reason  why.  He  said  he  had 
received  letters  from  persons  saying  that 
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they  had  heard  from  Members  of  Parlia-  |  say,  the  man  with  £700  a  year  gets  jB74i 
ment,  who  had  stated  that  they  desired  !  but  the  man  with  £1 16  a  year  only  gets 
and  hoped  that  this  proposal  was  not  |  £2  168.  out  of  the  Bill.  Can  there  pos- 
going  to  be  a  relief  entirely  for  the  small  sibly  be  a  stronger  argument  in  favour  of 


livings.  The  real  reason  is  that  hon. 
Members  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  have  written  to  these  people 
urging  that  they  should  not  accept 
the  scale  which  confines  the  relief 
to  the  smaller  clergymen,  but  that  they 
should  demand  relief  all  round  for  the 
general  body  of  clergy.  Therefore  it  is 
not  the  clergy  themselves  who  object  to 
this  relief  going  to  their  most  distressed 
ln«thren,  but  it  is  gentlemen  like  the 
hon.  Member  for  Tunbridge  and  others, 
who  have  written  to  these  clergymen, 
encouraging  them  not  to  accept  the  scale. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN  (Kent, 
Tunbridge):  I  have  never  written  any 
such  letter. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEOEGE  :  I  know  that 
the  letters  referred  to,  at  any  rate, 
have  not  emanated  from  this  side  of 
the  .  House,  and  therefore  they  must 
have  come  from  the  other  side.  I  will 
read  the  words  again.   They  state : 

"  Tliey  have  written  saying  that  they  have 
heard  from  Members  of  Parliament,  that  they 
hoped  tliat  the  relief  vhich  is  to  be  given  is 
not  going  to  be  entirely  a  relief  for  the  smaller 
livings." 


In  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  there  is  one  case  given 
which  will  show  how  this  BiU  will  work 
if  the  Amendment  is  not  accepted.  The 
case  I  allude  to  is  one  where  the  gross 
tithe  is  £1,300.  After  making  every 
deduction  for  rates,  curates,  and  every 
possible  deduction  for  the  repair  of  the 
church  there  is  a  net  income  of  £700  a 
year.  Now  the  relief  which  that  clergy- 
man will  get  under  this  Bill  will  be  £74, 
whilst  in  the  case  of  a  clergyman  whose 
income  is  only  £116,  he  will  only  get 
relief  to  the  amount  of  £2  168. — that  is  to 
Mr.  Lhyd-Qeor^. 


this  Amendment  1  One  of  the  witness^ 
gave  an  ajiswer  which  bears  very  strongly 
upon  this  Amendment,  for  he  said  that  : 
"  It  very  often  happens  that  the  man  who 
does  the  most  work  has  the  least  salary." 
In  spite  of  that,  the  man  who  does  the 
most  work  gets  £2  IBs.  under  this  Bill, 
and  the  man  who  does  the  least  work  gets 
£74.  I  am  glad  my  hon.  friend  has  pro- 
posed this  Amendment,  because  it  shows 
the  utter  faoUowness  of  the  case  for  this 
Bill,  which  has  no  basis  in  justice  or  fair 
play,  for  the  men  with  the  big  salaries 
get  the  most  relieL 

Mr.  SPICER  (Monmouth  Boroughs)  : 
I  beg  to  move,  Sir,  that  you  report  Pro- 
gress. This  measure,  after  all,  is  not  one 
which  has  been  called  for  by  any  strong 
expression  of  opinion  from  the  country. 
When  it  is  being  introduced  to  thi» 
House  one  prominent  Member  of  the 
Unionist  Party  leaves  that  Party,  and 
even  his  constitutency  do  not  venture  to 
fight  the  seat  agun.  In  the  same  county 
a  political  contest  is  fought  for  two  seats, 
and  the  two  Unionist  candidates  are  

♦The CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
must  confine  his  remarks  to  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SFICER  :  I  am  addressing  myself 
to  my  motion  to  report  Progress. 

•The  chairman  :  I  am  afraid  that  I 
cannot  accept  a  motion  to  report  Progress 
at  this  stage,  for  we  are  now  within  ten 
minutes  of  the  ordinary  time  for  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (Stock- 
port) :  I  have  listened  with  a  great  deal 
of  attention  to  the  speeches  which  have 
been  delivered  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Stroud  Division,  and  there  appears  to 
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be  one  chord  which  runs  through  the 
whole  of  his  speeches.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  is  a  great  apostle  of  the 
doctrine  of  equality  in  rating. 

Mr.  CRIPFS:  Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  accepts  that  propo- 
sition, and  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to 
justify  it.  I  venture  to  say  that  this  Bill 
is  an  entirely  revolutionary  measure,  for 
it  destroys  once  and  for  ever  all  unifor- 
mity and  all  equality  in  rating.  It  helps 
one  particular  kind  of  property,  and  out 
of  that  kind  one  particular  section  of 
it.  The  measure  lays  down  that  all  the 
possible  benefits  which  we  are  able  to 
shover  fuid  all  the  money  we  can  expend 
— not  out  of  the  taxpayers'  pockets,  but 
out  of  the  ratepayers'  pockets,  some  of 
whom  are  already  paying  rates  to  the 
extent  of  6s.,  8a.,  and  lOs.  in  the  £. — 
shall  be  showered  upon  this  one  particular 
section  of  this  one  particular  class  of  pro- 
fterty.  And  upon  what  principle  1  Why, 
simply  upon  the  great  principle  of  services 
rendered.  I  have  had  some  connection 
with  rating  authorities,  for  I  have  been  a 


member  of  a  very  large  rating  authority, 
and  I  have  been  connected  with  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Municipal  Corporations  for  the 
last  fifteen  years.  I  want  to  ask  the  hon. 
and  learned  Alember  opposite,  or  any 
Member  connected  with  a  rating  authority, 
if  ever  they^  heard  anything  whatever  of 
the  question  of  services  rendered  when 
they  came  to  consider  questions  cS 
ratmg.  Let  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  go  to  the  Town  Clerk 
of  Liverpool — or  of  Leeds  or  Nottingham 
— and  ask  him  what  he  thinks  of  the 
doctrine  of  services  rendered  where  a 
rating  question  is  concerned.  The  pro- 
posal is  a  monstrous  and  absolutely  ridi- 
culous doctrine,  and,  to  use  the  words  of 
Mr.  W.  S.  Gilbert,  it  is  draped  in 
"  merely  to  lend  an  air  of  artistic  veri- 
similitude to  an  otherwise  bald  and  un- 
convincing narrative."  That  narrative  is 
the  Bill  which  we  now  have  before  this 
House. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words 'one- 
half  '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  a  Divi- 
sion :— Ayes,  228  ;  Noes,  125.  (Division 
List.  No.  24L) 


AUhosen,  AngastnsHen.Eden 
AnsoD,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arehdale,  Edward  Mervvn 
Arnold.  Alfred 
Araold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Basot,  Capt.  J.  PitzRoy 
Bafllie,  is*.  E.  B.  (Invernesa) 
Baird,  John  Geo.  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfoiir.RtHn.A.J.  (Manch'r) 
BaIf6(ir,Rt.Hon.  G.  W.(Leedfl) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barton,  Danbar  Plnnket 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H.  ( Bristol 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bigwood,  James 
Bin.  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orrae 
Bo3cawen,  Anhnr  Griffith- 
Brassey.  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hod.  St.  John 
Brookfield.  A.  Montagu 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Bordett-Coutts.  W. 
Bntcher,  John  George 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C,W.(DeTbyBh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 


AYES. 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Uertfonl,  East) 
Cecil,  Lortf  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chun  berl  aui,Bt.  Hd  .  J .  ( Bir  m . ) 
Ghamberlaln,J.  Aa8t*n(  Worc'r 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare.  Octavius  Leigh 
aarke,  SirEdward(Plymoath) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Tbos.  H.  A.E. 
Cf^hill,  Douglas  Harry 
ColaCon,  Charles  E.  H.  Athole 
ComptOQ,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Luca<(  (Ijambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Comwatlis,Fienne8Stanley  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  EdwardBainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viacoant 
Grippe  Charles  Alfred 
CrosB,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cro^  Herberts.  (Bolton) 
Cnbitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viseonnt 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
DalrympU,  Sir  Cliai'len 
Davie?,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
DickiMm-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby.  John  K.  D.  Wtngfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doaghty,  Geoi^ie 
Douglas.  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Donglae-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford.  William  Theodore 


Dracker,  A. 

Dunoombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Euiot,  Hon.  A.  R.  Douglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  A.  Edwud 
Fergnsson,  Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Hail.> 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGeratd,  Sir  Robt.  Penroae- 
Foeter,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
(iiboonH,  J.  Lloyd 
(iibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  SaunderK 
GodRon,  Sir  Augu<itus  Fredk. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goret,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,Rt.Hn.G.J.(St.Geo'B) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gontding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Emef«t  (West  Ham) 
(ireen,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,W.Raymond-(CambB.> 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
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HamiltOD,  Rt  Hd-LofcI  George 
Hanbuiy,  Rt.  Hod.  R.  W. 
Haoaon,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomaa  Leigh 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Heldef,  Aufnistna 
Hill,  Sir  Edwanl  S.  (BriBtol) 
Hoare,  Samael  (Norwich) 
Hobbouse,  Henry 
HoUand,  Hon.  Lionel  R.(Bow) 
Hombv,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,Capt.G.  W.  Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  CLaverhouse 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
.Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp.  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J,  H. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Kinj;,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Lafone,  Alfred 
lAWSon,  John  Grant  (Vorks.) 
Lecky.  Rt.  Hon.  W.  E.  H. 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewelly  n.Sir  Dill  wyn-(  Swans. 
Lockwood,  Lt-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  En>kine 
Long,  CoL  Chae.  W.  { Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (L'pool) 
Lopes,  Henr^  Yarde  Bailer 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lewies.  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lncas-Sliadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Haclver,  David  (Liverpool) 


{COMMONS} 

M'lver,  SirLewi8(Ed'nh'gh,W. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddnlph 
Ma8aey-Mainwaring,Hn.W.F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Latncashire) 
Meyaey-TIioinpson,  SirH.  M. 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  0.  J. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milton,  Visconnt 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Montagu,Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hants.) 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,Hon.  F.  (Monm'thBh.) 
Morrell,  Greorge  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Marray,RtHnAGraham  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.Wyndham(Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote^  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Hi^rgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Gay 
QuiJter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Raach,  Major  Frederick  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ritchie,Kt.  Hn  .Clias  .Thomson 
Robertson,Herbert  (Hackney) 
RobiuMD,  Brooke 
Ronnd,  Jamee 
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Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shaipe,  WUliam  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  William(Derl^B.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrinetmi 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Omukirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanca.) 
Stephens,  Henrv  Charles 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  fiC 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Stratt,  Hon.  Chartes  Hedley 
Start,  Hon.  Hnmphry  N. 
Talbot,RtHnJG(Oxfd  Univ.) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henry  James 
TomlinsoD,  Wm.  E.  Mnnay 
Valentiai  Visooont 
Warde,  Lt-CoL  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lt.-CoL  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton.  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lb 
Whitmore,  Charles  Alffwnon 
WUliams,  Colonel  R.  (Donet) 
WUlox.  Sir  John  Arebibald 
Wodehoaae,tttHn.E.R  (Bath) 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.H. 
Wyvill,  Marmadnke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgb,  Robert  Armstrona 
Young,  Commuider(Berk8,K) 

Tellers  fob  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Woliond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allen,  Wm.(Newc.underLyme 
AshtoQ,  Thomas  Gair 
Aaquith.  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.Hen. 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont.  Wentworth  C.  B. 
BUlson,  Alfred 
Broadhurst,  Henrj' 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomaa  Rybarn 
Bums,  John 
Buxton,  Svdney  Cliarles 
Caldwell,  Jatnea 
Campbell -Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Cauflton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allstoj 
<71ark.  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithness-sh. 
Cloiigli,  Walter  Owen 
ColvtUe,  John 
Orillf ,  Daniel 
Dalziel,  Jamefl  Henry 
Davie8,M.Vangluui-(  Cardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogao.  P.  C. 


NOES. 

Douglas,  Cliarlee  M.  (Lanark) 
Dnckwortb,  James 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Evans,Sir  FranciBH.(  Soutlrton 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Mnnro  (Leith) 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flyn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walt«rt(Derby  Co. ) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Sir  Edwajxl  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Garden,  SirWm.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harconrt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harwood,  Geoi^ 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hazell.  Walter 
Hedderu-ick,  Thos.  Chas.  H. 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.R) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hnmphreys-Owea,  Arthur  C. 
Johnson- Fergiuon,Jabez  Edv. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  Wm.  (Caraarvonshire) 
Kay  Shattleworth,  RtHnSirU 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Laboucbere,  Henry 


Ijimbert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
LawBon,SirWyfrid(CnmVlud 
Leng,  Sir  J(^n 
liouty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Logan,  John  William 
Loagh,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,  Dr.  M.  A  (Q-CL) 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  R^^ald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mellor,  Rt.Hon.  J.  W.(Yorkfc) 
Mendl,  Sigismand  Ferdinand 
Monti^,  Sir  S.(WhitechMel) 
Morgan,  WPritchard  (Mertfiyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconahite) 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.(DevoapQrt) 
Mobs,  Samuel 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Oldioyd.  Mark 
Palmer.GeorgeWm.  (Readios) 
Pease,  Josepli  A.  (Nortfaamb. 
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Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickersjdll,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Kobert  John 
Priestley,  Brings  (Yorks.) 
Provand,  Ani^w  Dryburgh 
Randell,  Dand 
Richardson,  J.  (Darhaia,S.E.) 
Bickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberta,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robeon,  William  Snowdoo 
Samuel,  J  (Stockton -on -Teee) 
Shaw,  CharlcBEdw.  (Stotford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarsltire) 


{'il  July  1899} 

Smitii,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
St«adD)an,  William  Charlea 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Slioreditch) 
Sullivan,  DonaJ  (WeMtmeath) 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Wedderbnm,  Sir  William 
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Weir,  James  (ralloway 
Whiteley,  (Jeorge  (Stockport) 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  Charles  Hunry  (Hnll) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
WiUon,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wiliwn,  John  ((iovan) 
Wil8oa,J.W.(Worce8t«n!h.N.> 
Woodhoa4e,SirJ.T.  (Hudd'sf  d 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tbllers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  said 
Mr  M'Arthur. 


It  being  after  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
proceeded  to  interrupt  the  business ; 
whereupon  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in 
his  phu^,  and  claimed  to  move,  "That  the 
QaestioD  'That  the  words  of  the  clause 
to  the  word  "  and  "  in  line  8  stand  part 
<^  the  clause '  be  now  put" 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  On  a  point  of 
order,  I  should  like  to  ask  if  there  is  any 
precedent  for  moving  the  closure  in  this 
way  after  midnight.  This  motion  is  not 
consequential  in  any  way  on  the  question 
before  the  Committee  when  the  last  Divi- 
sion was  taken,  and  as  the  closure  was  not 
mored  before  Twelve  o'dock,  I  desire  to 


ask  if  there  is  any  precedent  for  moving 
it  after  Twelve  o'clock. 

*The  chairman  :  This  is  not  a  con- 
sequential Amendment,  but  it  is  quite  in 
order  to  move  the  closure  on  the  inter- 
ruption of  business  even  after  Midnight. 

Question  put,  "That  the  question 
'That  the  words  of  the  clause  to  the 
word  "and"  in  line  8  stand  part  of  the 
clause '  be  now  put.' " 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  224, 
Noes  104.   (Division  List,  Na  242.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold.  Alfred 
Araold-For^ter,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
BaKot,  Capt.  JoscelineFitzRoy 
Baillie,  JaraesE.B.  (Inverness) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfoar,RtHnGeraldW(Leeda 
Banbnry,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barton,  Dunbar  PInnket 
Beach,Rt.HoD.SirM.H.(BriB.) 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Lowe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Betbell,  Commander 
BigwcM>d,  James 
Bifi,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boflcawen,  Arthur  GriiBtii- 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,A.  Montagu 
BuUatd,  Sir  Harry 
Bttideti-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(DerbyBh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  WilUam 
Cecil,  Evei™  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Grewwich) 


AYES. 

Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
ChamberlainiRt.Hn.J.OBirm.) 
Chamberlain,J.Anaten(WOTC'r 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavins  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
Cochmne,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoUton,Chac.  Edw.  H.AUiole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyn 
Cook,  Ftvd.  Luoas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
ComwalliB,FienneBStanleyW. 
Cotton -Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox.  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscoimt 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crosi,  Herbert  S.  (Bolton) 
Cnh!^  Hon.  Heni^ 
Cnrzon,  Vicount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalnrmple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,SirH.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Di^aeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  aon.  A.  Akers- 
Douelas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
EUiot,  Hon.  A.  Ralidi  D. 


Fellowes,  Hon.  A.  Edward 
Fergusson,Rt  Hn.  Sir  J.  ( Msoc. 
Finch,  Geonre  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  R.  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald,SirRobert  Penrow- 
Poster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gihmina,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Htm.  Sir  John  E. 
Go&Ghen,Rt.  Hq.G.  J.  (StGeo.'8) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wedneebury) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewslwry) 
Greene,  W.  R.-  (Camtw.) 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Hamilton,  Ht.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Holder,  Augustus 
HUI,SirEdwardStock  (Bristol) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


579 


Tit/w  Rent'Chartff 


Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobtioaee,  Henry 
Holland,  Hod.  L.  K.  (Bow) 
Hornliv.  Hir  William  Henry 
Howel),  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelvn 
Hutchinson, Capt.G.W.  Grice- 
Jebb,  Kichanl  Claverbouse 
Jenkins;  Sir  .lolin  Jones 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  (George 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,Rt.  Hon.SirJohnH. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Cnl.  William 
Keswick,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawson,  JohnGrant(York8.) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Eriw.  ri. 
Leigh'Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn^irDinwyn-(Sw'n8'a) 
Lockwooil,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverp  l) 
Lopeo,  Heniy  Yarde  BuUer 
Lowe.  FranciK  William 
Ivowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Elli)H)n 
Macdona,  John  Cumnung 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'  Iver,SirLewi8(Edittb*igh,  W 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Ma8»ey-Mainwaring,Ha.W.F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
MeyBey-Thonip»m,  Sir  H.  M. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allen,  W.  (NewcunderLyme) 
AsbtOD,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Heniy 
t^ow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomaa  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Broadhnnt,  Henn- 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Baehaoao.  Thomas  Rybom 
Burns,  John 

Btrxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Oaidwell,  Jamos 
Campbell -Banner man.  Sir  H. 
Causton.  RichiirJ  Knight 
Cawley,  I'Ve'lerick  | 
Channin};.  Francii*  AUston  | 
Clark,  Dr.  4i.B.(Ci*ithiie8a-sh.) ' 
Clongh,  Walter  Owen  f 
Crilly,  DAniel 
tHdiCiel,  James  Heriry 
Davie!>,M.Vaushan(  Cardigan) 
Davitt,  Micha^ 
Dillon,  John  > 
Donelan,  Captain  A.  [ 
Doogan,  F.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
EmmotC.  Alfred 
Evams,  Sam.  T.  (Glamornm)  , 
FargONii.  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 


{COMMONS} 

Mil  bank,SirPowl'ttChaB.  John 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  GoOTge 
Milton,  Viscount 
MiUvard,  Colonel  Victor 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants) 
More.Robt.  Jas[>er(  Shropshire) 
Morg%n,Hn.Fred(Monm'thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  GeiHge 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Mamiy,Rt.  Ho  AGraham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,Hon.  Sir  H. Stafford 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 

I  Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edw. 

!  Purvis,  Robert 

'  Pym, C.Guy 
Quitter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Hentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson.SirThoa.  (Hartlep'l 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert(Hac)uiey) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 

NOES. 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co. ) 
Goddai-d,  Daniel  Ford 
Grer,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
(iriMtb,  Ellid  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  William  B. 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdun 
Harcourt,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Wni. 
Ha>ne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York.W.  R.) 
Humphreys- Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  C. 
Labouche^  Henry 
Lambert,  (ieorge 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
liOuty,  Tliomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
I^gan,  John  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MaL-Donnell,DrMA(Queen'sC) 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Gliee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  R^*nald 
Mtddison,  Fred. 
Madw,  John  Henry 


(Rates)  Bill  580 

Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Ed  'ard  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbyah.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barriogton 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lan(». ) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  HedUy 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Nwur 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Ox'd.l,W 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henrv  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  £.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Lieut.-Col.C.E.(Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruoe  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  L. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dor»et) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  J.  W.(  Worcestenih.  N) 
WodehouBe,Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath 
Wylie,  Alexander 
WVndhara,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmadnke  D'Arey 
Verbuiith,  Robert  AmtstxtmR 
Yooi^;,  Cominaoder(Berk>,£) 

Tellbks  fob  the  Ayes— 
Sir  WUUam  Walrond  and 
Mr.  An^ttuther. 


I  Mendl,  Sigiamond  Ferdinand 
,  Miirgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconnhtre) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Mosit,  Samuel 
MouUon,  John  Hetcher 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nu^y,  Thomas  Willans 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Pickeregilt,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patoick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Provano,  Andrew  Oiybai)^ 
Randell,  David 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham, S.E) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Robert*,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robeon,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  iStaffbid) 
Sinrlair,  Capt.J<An(Forfanh.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spioer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Phillip  J. 
Steadman,  Willuim  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stratchey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  A.  (GIam<Hf»ui,  £.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
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Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Warner,  Tho8.  Conrteiiay  T. 
Wedderbnro.Sir  WiUiam 
Weir,  Jame;*  tialloway 
Whiteley,  iJeorge  (Stockporb) 


{U  July  1899} 

WilliaaiB,  J.  Oarvell  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  Charles  Henrr  (Hull) 
WUson.  H.  J.  (York.  W.  R.) 
Wil-wiD,  John  (Oarham,  Mid.) 
Woodbonf«,SirJ.T.(Hadd'8rd 


(Raifs)  Bill. 
Woods,  Samuel 
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Tbi«lers  for  tub  Nobs.— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthar. 


Qujfltion  pat  aecordingly,  "That  the 
words  of  the  clause  to  the  word  'and '  in 
line  8  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  224, 
Noes  100.    (Division  List,  No.  243.) 


Ansoo,  Sir  William  Heynell 
Axchdale,  Edward  Mervj'n 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Amold-Fonter,  Hugh  U. 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hun.  Juhn  ' 
Bagot,Capt..Jot(celine  KitzKoy 
Bafllie,  Jaine!*  E.  B.{Inveriie»s) 
Haird,  John(ieorge  Alexander 
Balcarre^,  Lord 
Balfonr.Kt.  Uon.A..J.(  Maiich'r 
BAlfoDr,KtHn(ierald\V(Leeds 
Banbnry,  Frwleriek  (leorye 
Barnes,  Frederic  (loreli 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach,Kt.Hn.SirM.  H.  (Bri».) 
Beniroae,  Sir  Henry  Hot%'e 
Bencinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Biffwood,  James 
Bin,  Charles 

Blandelt,  Colonel  Henry  | 
Bond,  Edward  I 
Bonsor,  Henry  Ciwmo  l»rine  ' 
Bo4cawen,  Arthur  Gritfith-  i 
Braseey,  Albert  I 
Brodrick,  Ht.  Hon.  St.  John  ' 
Brookfield,  A.  Montaacu 
BoUard.  Sir  Harry 
Bardett-Coutt",  W. 
Butcher,  John  (>eor^e 
Carlile,  William  WalWr 
CavBodish,  K.  F.  (\.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.{  Derbysh. ) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  ^Villiaiu 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Ht^rtfoni,  Ea^t) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hujjli  ((Ir^enwieli) 
Chaloner,  Captain  K.  li.  \V. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.-I. I  Hiriu.) 
Cham)ierlain,J.Au:it*-ii(Worc'r 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Chstavtua  Leiuh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plynionth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Tlio-*.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghlll,  Uouglas  Harry 
CoIston.Cbas:  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwj-ne 
Cook,  Freil.  LuL-a<  (Lambetli) 
Cooke,C.  W.  Kaac!itt",:(  HerefU) 
Com  wall  is.  Fienoe^^tanlev  W. 
Cotton.  Jodrell-,  Col.  £.  t.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  EdwartlHainhridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Crippe,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Ulasgow) 
Cross,  Herbert  S.  (Bolton) 
Cabitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Corzoii.  Viacoaot 
Dalkeith.  Earl  of 
DalirmMe,  Sir  Charles 
Da^,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 


AYES. 

Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
iiigby,  John  K  D.  VVin<$tield- 
DUriveli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doringtou,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doujjhty,  (ieorge 
Douglas,  Ku  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglait- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
DoxtonI,  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A.  | 
Dnueorobe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Ut.  Hun.  HirWilliam  H.  ' 
P^Uiot,  Hun.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fullowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Fei^^QBson,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir J(Maoc*r 
Finch,  tieonje  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fiaher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Kobt.  Penrose- 
Foster,  Culaael  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harrv  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  \\  iltiani  Johnson 
(larfit,  William 
(Jedge,  Sydney 
Gibbonf,  J.  Lloyd 
(Ub)>s,Hou.Vicary(St  Albans) 
Gillial,  John  Sannders 
(.•odson,  Sir  AngoBtuB  Fred, 
(loldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edniird 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  RlHnGJ(  St.  George's 
(loschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Guuldmg,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray.  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
(ireene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbary) 
Greene,  W.  R.-  (Cambs.) 
Grdtton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Ld.Geor{ce 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
H^re,  Thomas  Leigh 
Helder,  AuguAus 
Hill,  Sir  Edward  S.  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  Samnel  (Norwidi) 
Hobhouite,  Henry 
Holhind,  Hon.  L.  K.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  HenTy 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
HubWrd,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutcliinaon,  Capt.G.  W.Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
JolUffe,  Hod.  H.  George 
Kemp,  (Teoige 

Kennaway,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 


Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 

Keswick,  William 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seyraoar 

Lalone,  Alfred 

Lawson,  John  (irant  (Yoa-lu.) 

Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Edw.  H. 

Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 

Leighton,  Sranley 

Lie  welyn.SirDdl  wyn(  Sw'ns'a) 

Lockwood,  Ll-CoI.  A.  R. 

Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 

Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 

Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 

Lopes,  Henry  Varde  Bailer 

Lowe,  Francis  William 

Lowles,  John 

Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 

Lucas-Sbadwell,  William 

Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 

Macdiiua,  John  Cumming 

Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 

M'lver.  Sir  L.  (Edinburgli,W.) 

Malcolm,  Ian 

Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Ma8Bey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Meyaey-Thumpsun,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milbank,SirH(>wrttChaa.John 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Miloer,  Sir  Frederick  GeOTge 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  C-olonel  Victor 
Montagu,Hn.J.  Scott(HantB.) 
More,Ru>»t.  J  aeper(  ShropBhiro 
Morgan,Hn.Fred(MonmihBh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  ArbhurH.A.(DeptfoTd 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  KtHn  AGraham(  Bute 
Murray ,Charle8  J.  (Coventryi 
Marray,(!k)I.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  Williaiu  Henry- 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Niniau 
Northcoce,Hon.SirH.  Stafford 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higeins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  IJarry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pyni,  C.  Gov 
Quilter.  Sir  CnUibert 
Kankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  MajOT  Frederic  Came 
Kentottl,  James  Alexander 
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Biebardaon^  Thos(HartIep'l 
Kitchie,RcHn.Cba8.  Thomson 
Roberteon,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
RobiDBon,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Rassetl,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Kyder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Savory,  Sir  JoMph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
SetoD-Karr,  Heniy 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
SideSothani,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  Win.  (Derbysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barriagton 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 


Abraham,  William  (Rhonnda) 
Allen,  W.(Newc.-unJer-Lyme 
Ashton,  Thomas  Uair 
Asqaith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Barlow,  John  Bmmott 
Bayley,  ThomM  Derbyshire 
Beaumont,  Wentwortn  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Broadhuret,  Henry 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Kybnm 
Bums,  John 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell- Baonerman,  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cbiummg,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.(Cattbnee8-sh.) 
Clongh,  Walter  Owen 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Daviea,  M.  Vaughan-tCapdigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Emmot^  Alfred 
EvanB,Samuel  T.  (Glamtn^an) 
Fet^uBon,  R.  C.  Munro(Leith) 
Fitzmanrice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Fortl 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith.  Ellis  J. 

Whereupon  the  Chairman  left  the 
Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
agfun  To-morrow. 

AGRICULTURE  AND  TECHNICAL  IN- 
STRUCTION (IRELAND)  [SALARIES,  &c.]. 

Resolution  reported : — 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authoriBe  the 
payment  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided 
by  Parliament  of  a  salary  not  exceeding 
j£l,200,  together  with  a  residential 
allowance  not  exceeding  £150,  to  the 


{COMMONS} 

Stanley ,  HnArthar(Ormskirk ) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stepbens,  Henry  Charles 
Stirling- Max  well.  Sir  J.  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stranss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Hamphry  Napier 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G(OjcfdUnv.) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemactie,  Henry  James 
Tomlins  n,  W,  E  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Lt.-CoJ.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruse  C.  Vernon- 

NOES. 

CJurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Seate- 
HazeU.  Walter 
Hedderwiok.  Thos.  Chas.  H. 
Holland,  Wm.H.  (York,W.R.) 
Humphreys-Owen,  ArUrar  C. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh. ) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Labonchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Battv 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Logan,  John  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDoDneU,DrMA(Queen'sC) 
M'Ewan,  William 
AfGhee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Heniy 
Mendl,  Siftismund  Ferdinand 
Morgan,  WPritchard(  Merthyr 
Money,  Charles  (Breconsture) 
Morton,  Edw.  J.C.(Devonport) 
Mobs.  Samuel 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomss  Willans 
Pease,  Josgth  A.  (Northnnib.) 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 


the  Houjf. 
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Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  L. 
Wbitmore,  Charles  Aleemon 

Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willox,  Sii-  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  J.W.(Wort«titer»hr.S 
Wodehouae,  RtHn.  E.R.(Bath) 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndbam,  George 
Wyndham-Qoin,  Major  W.H. 
Wy\-i11,  Marmaduke  D  Aicy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstro^ 
Young,  Commander(Berks,f ) 

Tellebs  fob  thf.  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruiher. 


Provand,  And.-ew  Drj-lffoug^ 
Randell,  David 
Richardson, J.  (Ihirliaiu,  S.E) 
Rickett,  J.  Coiintton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh^) 
Robson,  William  SnoM'don 
Saniuel,J.  (Stockton  on  Tetn) 
Shaw,  Charles  E<lw.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfaish.) 
Soame.'i,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stus^,  JameK  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan.  Dona)  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  A.  ((ilamoivan,  E) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthp-) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wbiteley,  George  (Siockport> 
Willtains,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wilson.  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R) 
Wilson,  John  (Dnrham,  Mid.) 
Woodhouse,SirJ .  T.  ( H'dd'rsTd 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tellers  fob  th  e  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  (iladstone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthur. 


Vice-President  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  for 
Ireland,  and  of  the  salaries  and  remu- 
neration to  the  secretary,  assistant  secre- 
taries, inspectors,  officers,  and  servants  of 
the  Department,  and  of  all  expenses 
incurred  by  the  Department  in  pursuance 
of  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  for 
establishing  a  Department  of  Atjriculture 
and  other  Industries  and  Technical  In- 
struction in  Ireland." 

Besoluti<Hi  agreed  to. 

Hons}  adjourned  at  twenty-live  minutes 
before  I  tne  of  the  clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  BETUBNS,  REPORTS,  &t. 


JFedneaday,  12th  My  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


LEITH  HARBOUR  AND  DOCKS  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

BRIGHTON  MARINE  PALACE  AND  PIER 
i  BILL  [Lords]. 

J  Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
^  Amendments. 


GREENOCK    AND    PORT  GLASGOW 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered  ;  Amendments 
made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

MERSEY      DOCKS     AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  (PILOTAGE)  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  an  Amend- 
ment made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third 
time. 


TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
9  (No.  2)  BILL  [Lords]. 

V    Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

WORKINGTON  CORPORATION  BILL 

[Lordft]. 

Report  [11th  July]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

9  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
'  time. — {Dr.  Farguharson.) 


PETITIONS. 


t  POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
>)  ACT,  1845. 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law  : — From 
Gathcart  and  Stonehouse ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Liverpool,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Petitions  against :  —  From  Burnley, 
Leslie,  and  Nelson ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  LXXIV.    [Fourth  Series.] 


SEA  FISHERIES  ACT,  1868. 
Copy  presented,— of  Report  of  thtt 
Board  of  Trade  under  Part  lU.  of  the 
Act.  Orders  for  Fisherv  Grants,  18984 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  276.] 


METROPOLITAN  POLICE  (SALARIES) 
BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  To-morrow 
read,  and  discharged  : — Bill  withdrawn. 

TITHE  RENT  CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee : — 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  : — 

The  first  two  Amendments  on  th« 
Paper  were  the  following — 

"  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  8,  after '  rent-charge* 
insert  '  proviaeu  the  county  council  of  any 
county  determine  by  resolution  tliat  tho 
provisions  herein  contained  shall  for  the  time 
being,  and  nntil  the  resoluticm  is  rescinded, 
apply.*  "—(JIfr.  Labovchere.) 

"Clause  1,  page  1,  line  8, after ' rent-charge ' 
insert  '  proviaea  such  tithe  rent'Charge  does 
not  exceed  half  the  amiual  value  of  the  land.' " 
— (3fr.  Labouehere.) 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  first  two 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  are  those 
which  were  passed  over  yesterday  in  the 
circumstances  that  arose.  If  they  are  to 
be  considered  at  all,  I  think  they  ought 
to  come  in  as  provisoes  at  the  end  of  the 
whole  clause. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
May  I  say  on  that  subject  that  I  am  in  a 
very  unfortunate  position  ?  I  first  put 
down  my  Amendment  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  clause,  and  you,  Sir,  ruled 
that  it  would  be  right  to  bring  it  in  after 
the  word  "  benefice."  I  bowed,  of  course^ 
to  your  decision.  But  that  was  rendered 
impossible  owing  to  the  closure.  I  then 
put  it  down  after  "  only,"  but  I  was  pre- 
cluded from  doing  that  because  the  closure 
was  carried  again.  I  have,  therefore,  put 
it  down  after  "  rent-charge,"  in  line  4  of 
the  clause.  As  these  closures  take  place 
it  may  be  possible  that  I  shall  be  unable 
to  bring  on  this  valuable  Amendment  as 
a  proviso  at  the  end  of  the  clause.  I 
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had  to  lay  my  egg,  so  to  speak,  while  the 
hen  was  still  sitting.  I  have  been  moved 
on  with  my  Amendment  as  if  I  were 
KHue  disreputable  person  in  the  street, 
and  I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed  to  move  it 
aa  it  stands  on  the  Paper. 

•The  CHAIRMAN:   If  I  may  be 

allowed  to  do  so,  I  would  suggest  to  the 
hon.  Member  that  his  remedy  is  to  per- 
suade the  hen  not  to  sit  too  long,  and 
then  perhaps  his  egg  will  not  be  addled. 
Its  proper  place  is  atuie  end  of  the  clause, 
as  he  knows. 

•  Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  From  a  Hterary 
point  of  view  only. 

•The  CHAIRilAN  :  I  look  at  it  from 
the  point  of  order,  wfaioh  is  not  exactly 
the  same  point. 

•  Mr.  LAMBERT  (Dev6n,  South  Molton) : 
The  second  of  the  two  Amendments  is 
mine,  although,  unfortunately,  my  name 
is  not  put  to  it.  Shall  I  be  allowed,  at 
'any  rate,  to  discuss  this  Amendment  at 
the  end  of  the  clause  t 

*The  chairman  :  I  think  I  ought 
to  be  very  chary  of  making  any  such  pro- 
mise. It  might  land  me  and  the  Com- 
mittee in  great  difficulties. 

♦Mr.  L.  R.  HOLLAND  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Bow) :  In  rising  to  move  the  Amendment 
which  stands  in  my  name,  let  me  say  at 
the  outset  that  I  have  no  sympathy  what- 
ever with  the  attacks  which  have  been 
made  on  the  principle  of  this  Bill.  In 
face  of  the  authority  with  which  that  prin- 
ciple is  supported,  I  personally  do  not  con- 
teat  its  justice.  But  what  I  quarrel  with 
18  DOt  the  general  intention  of  the  Bill 
hat  the  financial  provisions  contained  in 
the  latter  part  of  this  clause,  and  I  hope 
that  the  Gk>vemment  may  see  their  way 
to  alter  those  provisions  so  that  the  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  with  regard  to 
exemptions  on  clerical  tithe  shall  be  made 
up  in  the  locality  which  is  affected  to  the 
extent  to  which  it  is  affected,  or  if  that  is 
not  acceptable  it  shall  be  made  up  in 
some  other  way  than  that  providen  in 
the  Bill.  I  maintain  that  every  sub- 
stantial argument  which  has  been  urged 
from  this  side  of  the  House  in  favour  of 
the  generfd  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  in 
favour  of  the  justice  of  giving  this  relief, 
equally  condemns  the  method  by  which 
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that'  relief  is  to  be  obtained.  If  we 
acceptf  as  I  do,  the  justice  and  soundness 
of  this  argument,  we  are  of  necessity 
compelled  to  condemn  the  financial 
arrangements  of  this  clause  as  unjust  and 
unsound.  Our  contention  on  this  side  of 
the  House  is  that  this  Bill  has  been 
produo-ed  not  as  a  matter  of  charity  or 
favour,  but  as  a  matter  of  bare  justice. 
It  is  not  brought  forward  on  the  plea  of 
the  poverty  of  the  clergy,  for  poor  and 
rich  alike  will  share  equally  the  benefits 
of  the  measure.  My  right  hon.  friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
has  declared  that  if  it  is  not  true  that  the 
clergy,  in  districts  where  their  incomes 
are  derived  from  tithes,  pay  an  unjust 
share  of  the  local  burdens,  then  there  is 
no  case  whatever  for  this  Bill  That  is 
the  ground,  and  the  only  ground,  upon 
which  the  Qovemment  have,  as  I  think 
rightly,  supported  this  Bill.  The  clergy, 
in  certain  localities,  are  paying  more 
than  their  fair  share  of  the  local 
rates,  and  have  been  doing  it  for  many 
years — for  the  last  sixty  years  at  any  rate; 
and  if  that  is  so,  if  it  is  true  that  certain 
individuals  in  a  locality  are  paying  more 
than  their  fair  share,  then  it  must  be 
equally  true  that  others  in  the  same 
locality  are  paying  less  than  their  fair 
share,  and  have,  during  a  long  period  cf 
years,  been  benefited  to  the  extent  of 
several  millions  of  pounds,  taken  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  clergy.  In  any  dis- 
trict in  which  the  clerical  income  is 
dependent  on  tithe,  for  every  penny 
which  the  clergy  have  paid  in  excess  of 
their  fair  contribution,  the  lay  ratepayers 
in  that  district  ha^'e  paid  an  equal  amount 
less  than  their  fair  contribution.  The 
only  just  system  of  local  rating  is  that 
every  individual  in  the  locality  should 
.y  his  fair  share ;  neither  more  nor  less, 
lut  what  does  this  Bill  do  1  The 
grievance,  as  regards  the  clergy,  is  sub- 
stantially remedied  ;  but  how  ?  Not  by 
throwing  the  cost  upon  the  general  body 
of  the  ratepayers  of  the  district,  and  by 
saying  that  in  future  they  shall  pay  their 
fair  contribution,  but  by  shifting  the  in- 
justice from  the  backs  of  the  clergy  upon 
the  innocent  ratepayers  in  towns  and 
districts  where  there  are  no  clerical  titiie 
ratepayers,  who  have  not  been  benefited 
by  this  unfair  incidence  of  rates,  and  who 
have  aJl  along,  and  are  now,  paying  their 
fair  and  full  proportion  of  the  local  rates 
of  those  districts.  For  instance  I  turn  to 
the  case  ol  London.    I  do  not  take  it 
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because  it  is  a  very  extreme  case,  for  1 1 
have  been  toW  of  instances  where  the  ! 
inequality  is  still  greater.    I  find  the 
totiJ  amount  of  rateable  tithe  in  London  [ 
T»  ^5,700,  even  assuming,  which  I  am  by 
no  means  certain  is  the  case,  that  all  that 
tithe  is  attached  to  benefices.    The  rate  ' 
payable  upon  that  tithe  is  £1,800,  so  that  | 
the  total  exemption  that  the  clergy  in  the 
County  of  London  will  obtain  under  the  j 
Bill  is  £900.   We  are  told  that  the  whole  ' 
■amount  required  for  England  and  Wales  i 
will  be  XB7,000,  and,  of  course,  if  the '. 
cates  increase    the  sum   required   will  i 
increase   proportionately.     The    money  , 
is    to    be  taken  out  of    the   Estate  I 
Duty    Grant.    That    grant    is    appor- ' 
tioned  by  Statute,  and  by  Statute  and  in  i 
equity  23  per  cent,  of  the  grant  goes  to  i 
London  to  be  applied  to  purposes  for 
which  it  ia  allocated.    Thus  £19,000  out  \ 
of  the  £87,000  belongs  to  London.  The 
London  ratepayers  are  to  be  asked  to  pay  { 
£19,000,  wlucn  represents  an  increase  in  i 
the  rates  of  one-eighth  of  a  penny  in  the  ' 
pound,  so  that  some  thirty  individuals 
shall  receive  in  all  £900.    My  right  hon. 
friend  the  Presidentof  the  Board  of  Agricul-  j 
tore  rather  indicated  to  the  House  that 
this  £87,000  was  to  come  out  of  some 
surplus  in  the  local  taxation  account.  But 
there  is  no  such  surplus.  The  estate  duty, 
like  any  other  revenue,  fluctuates  from 
year  to  year.    Last  year  it  rose  by 
£380,000,  but  the  year  before  it  fell  off 
hy  £76,000.  It  is  no  excuse  to  say  that 
this  fund  has  bean  raided  before.  I 
imagine  it  is  the  view  of  hon.  Members 
on  this  side  of  the  House  that  if  a  bad 
precedent  is  set  by  a  Radical  Govern- 
ment there  should  not  be  a  burning  desire 
■on  our  part  to  follow  it.    But  at  any  rate 
the  circumstances  are  not  the  same.  It 
can  l>e  fairly  argued  that  protection 
against  pleuro-pneumonia  and  swine  fever 
was  a  matter  of  interest  and  importance 
to  the  whole  country,  urban  as  well  as 
rural,  and  that  expenditure  upon  it  might 
he  considered  as  adding  another  to  those 
services  for  which  the  Estate  Duty  Grant 
was  already  allocated.    I  do  not  think  i 
the  contention  can  be  advanced  that  the  j 
fund  has  swollen  beyond  all  anticipation  ; ; 
-but  if  it  is  the  fact,  then  these  balances  I 
should  revert  to  the  tax-payers  to  be  j 
applied  for  their  benefit.  The  Estate  Duty  i 
(vrant  is  allocated  to  certain  purposes,  like  I 
the  police,  in  lieu  of  the  Exchequer  Grants,  j 
which  were  made  before,  the  year  1888,  j 
and  it  is  possible  that,  in  this  case,  Lon- 1 
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don  is  worse  off  under  the  present  system- 
than  she  would  have  been  under  the  ild 
one  had  the  system  of  Exchtqutr  Grants 
been  continued.  There  is  no  doubt,  at 
any  rate,  that  the  in<»-eaBe  in  this  Estate 
Duty  Grant  has  not  kept  pace  with  the 
necessarily  increased  expenditure  on  the 
services  to  which  it  has  to  be  applied. 
Last  year  the  amount  received  luider  this, 
grant  was  £85,000  more  than  in  1889  ; 
whereas  the  cost  of  the  services  had  in- 
creased by  no  less  than  £136,000. 
£65,000  of  that  increase  was  attributable 
to  the  Metropolitan  Police,  and,  as  the 
Committee  are  aware,  the  County  Council 
have  no  control  over  the  expenditure  on 
that  force.  What  will  be  the  result  of  the 
operation  n{  the  Bill  is  clear.  When  tihe. 
County  Council  makes  up  its  budget  or 
revises  the  rate  for  the  ensuing  half-year  it 
fixes  it  subject  to  the  estimate  of  the 
amount  it  will  receive  from  the  Estate 
Duty  Grant,  and  obviously  in  districts 
where  the  elwical  tithe  does  not  exist, 
London  ratepayers  will  be  required  to  pay 
an  increased  rate  of  one-eighth  of  a  penny< 
in  the  £,  although  they  are  heavily 
enough  rated  already.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  rates  in  London  are  not 
merely  represented  by  2a.  6d.  in  the 
£.  In  some  districts  they  rise  to  8s., 
in  the  £,  and  yet  these  unfortunate 
ratepayers  are  to  be  called  upon  to  pay. 
an  extra  sum,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
necessitous  clergy,  or  of  the  poorer  clergy 
in  their  own  districts,  but  to  enable  other 
ratepayers  who  are  not  more  heavily 
rated  to  continue  to  pay  less  than  their 
fair  and  just  share  of  their  own  local 
rates.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  pretty 
cool  demand  to  make  on  the  giound  of 
justice.  On  what  recommendation  or  on 
what  reason  it  is  based  I  confess  1  have 
not  been  able  to  discover.  The  ground 
is  not  to  be  found  in  any  recommenda- 
tion contained  in  the  majority  Keport  of 
the  Boyal  Commission.  Certainly  that 
Report  admits  the  justice  of  this  claim  for 
relief,  but  there  is  no  suggestion  as  to 
from  what  source  the  relief  should  be  ob- 
tained, and  I  think  the  natural  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  that  Report,  and  more 
especially  from  the  addendum  signed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stroud,  by  Sir 
John  Hibbert  and  by  'Sir.  Murray,  was  that 
they  considered  that  this  was  a 
local  question,  and  that  any  loss  which 
waa  made  in  one  direction  should  be 
recouped,  like  any  other  local  deduction, 
out  of  the  rates  in  the  same  locality.  If 
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there  is  a  revaluation  of  property  in  a 
parish,  and  it  is  found  that  some  of  the 
property  has  been  over-assessed,  the  rate- 
payers of  a  district  do  not  go  cadging 
round  in  adjoining  districts  in  order  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  caused  by  the  re- 
duction of  the  assessment.  They  make  it 
up  themselves.  My  hon.  and  learned 
friend  the  Member  for  Plymouth,  in 
his  speech  on  the  Second  Reading, 
quoted  the  decision  of  a  court  of  law  in 
1880.  But  if  that  decision  had  been  upheld, 
the  relief  granted,  as  proposed  in  this  Bill, 
should  fall  automatioilly  on  the  general 
body  of  ratepayers  in  the  same  district, 
and  I  believe  the  same  principle  was  ap- 
plied in  Scotland.  The  only  argument 
which  gives  colourable  justice  to  the 
financial  propositions  of  this  Bill  may  be 
found  in  the  memorandum  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Donegal,  who  suggested 
that  the  relief  should  be  thrown  upon 
Imperial  taxation.  But  the  Glovernment 
are  absolutely  precluded  from  accepting 
that  view,  because  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  has  stated  emphati- 
cally that  it  would  not  be  fair  to  throw 
the  burden  on  general  taxation,  and  that 
the  taxpayers  of  Scotland  and  Ireland 
should  not  l>e  called  upon  to  pay 
for  relief  given  only  in  England. 
If  that  be  true  of  taxpayers  in  Ireland 
and  Scotland  it  is  equally  true  of  tax- 
payers or  ratepayers  in  districts  in 
England  where  there  are  no  tithes, 
or  only  a  small  amount.  It  is  not 
fair  to  call  upon  them  to  pay  for 
the  benefit  of  taxpa}'ers  in  other  districts. 
I  voted  for  every  stage  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Rating  Bill.  I  quite  disagree  with 
the  views  expressed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for -Stockport  that  the  only  Bills  deseri'ing 
of  support  are  Bills  which  confer  a  direct 
benefit  on  Stockport.  But  I  voted  for  the 
Agricultural  Rating  Bill  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  wbole  question  of  rating 
was  going  to  be  overhauled,  and  that 
the  inequitable  system  which  now  pre- 
vails was  to  be  reviewed,  and  that 
every  endeavour  would  be  made  to  see 
whether  personal  property  should  not 
be  drawn  in  and  made  to  pay 
its  fair  share  of  the  local  rates. 
I  confess  it  is  unfortunate  that  this  great 
question  should  be  treated  in  this  piece- 
meal fashion,  but  the  appointment  of  the 
Boyal  Commission  was  a  guarantee  of 
^tod  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
Personally,  I  bowed  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  that  the  necessities  of  the 
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agricultural  community  were  so  great  and 
acute  that  they  could  not  aflFord  to  wait 
for  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission^ 
uid  that  the  only  way  to  get  &  certain 
contribution  from  personal  property  to 
the  rates  was  to  throw  the  cost  on 
imperial  taxation.  But  I  cannot 
acquiesce  in  the  quite  different  pro- 
posal in  this  Bill  —  viz.,  that  money 
which  legally  and  equitably  belongs  to- 
ratepayers  in  a  district  where  clerical 
tithe  does  not  exist  or  is  very  small 
should  be  taken  away  from  them  not  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  clergy — you 
might  appeal  to  the  generosity  of 
local  taxpayers  for  that  purpose — 
but  to  enable  the  ratepayers  in 
other  districts,  perhaps  leas  heavily 
burdened  than  themselves,  to  continue  to- 
pay  less  than  their  fair  share  of  their  own 
local  burdens.  The  right  hon.  Grentleman 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture rather  indicated  to  a  deputation  the 
other  day  that,  after  all,  this  injustice— 
of  course,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  admit  it  was  an  injustice — would  only 
continue  for  about  two  years.  Is  injustice 
to  be  weighed  by  the  length  of  time  it  ia 
to  exist  %  If  it  is  unjust  to  take  X87,00O 
for  a  long  period  from  a  certain  body  of 
individuals  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  just  to 
take  £200,000  from  the  same  body  for 
only  two  years.  Can  the  Government 
pledge  themselves  that  this  is  only 
a  temporary  measure,  or  that  when 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
is  issued  they  will  introduce  legisia- 
tion  on  the  subject,  or  can  they  oind 
their  successors  ?  If  there  is  not  legisla- 
tion, is  this  House  to  allow  this  Act  to  lapses 
and  allow  the  clergy  once  more  to  suffer 
from  a  grievance  which  I  believe  to  be 
real  ?  I  ask  the  Gbveniment  to  recon- 
sider the  financial  proposals  of  this  clause 
with  a  view  to  seeing  whether  the 
deductions  should  not  be  allowed 
to  lie  adjusted  in  the  natural  course 
out  of  the  local  rates,  or  to  adopting 
some  alternative  arrangement,  such  as 
spreading  the  loss  over  the  coun^ 
area.  For  myself,  while  fully  sympathis- 
ing with  the  main  principles  of  the  Bill,  £ 
cannot  possibly  support  the  financial  pro- 
posals in  this  clause.  They  are  inequit- 
able in  themselves,  and  contradictory  to 
every  argument  which  has  been  used 
to  support  the  justice  of  the  Bill.  I  move^ 
Sir. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  to  leave  out  from  tbe 
'Word  *  rent-chajve,' to  the  end  of  the  clause." 
—[Mr.  L.  B.  Bolland.) 

Question  proposed  : — "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word  *  out," 
ui  hne  10,  stand  part  of  the  dause." 

Mr.  WARNER  (Stafford,  Lichfield) : 
Does  that  not  cut  out  a  number  of 
Amendments  t 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  If  the  Committee 
■decides  to  accept  the  Amendment  then  all 
the  other  Amendments  come  on  in  succes- 
sion. But  if  the  Committee  assents  to 
•the  principle  of  the  money  being  paid 
out  of  the  Local  Taxation  Account  and 
out  of  no  other  fund,  then  all  the  other 
Amendments  go. 

Mr.  lewis  (Flint  Boroughs) :  On  a 
point  of  order.  Sir,  is  it  not  the  usual 
jnactice  in  putting  the  question  to  save 
Any  subsequent  substantial  Amendments  ? 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  That  is  what  I 
liave  done.  That  is  why  I  have  not  put 
the  whole  of  the  words.  I  have  put  them 
down  to  the  point  where  the  next  sub- 
stantial Amendment  arises. 

♦Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  (West  Ham, 
N.) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Pirst  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  has  justi- 
fied this  Bill  on  the  simple  ground  of 
justice.  He  contends  that  some  rate- 
payers have  for  many  years  been  con- 
tributing more  than  their  fair  equitable 
«hare  to  the  cost  of  their  districts.  If 
that  be  so  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that 
some  persons  have  benefited  by  the 
«xiatence  of  that  injustice,  and  it  is 
equally  obvious  that  they  must  be  the 
other  ratepayers  within  the  same  rating 
area  ;  and  if  these  other  ratepayers  have 
henefited  by  the  injustice  which  we  now 
fleek  to  remove  is  it  not  perfectly  clear 
that  it  is  they  who  should  now  bear  the 
burden  which  they  ought  to  have  borne 
years  ago  ?  I  do  not  think  that  even  the 
argumentative  skill  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  would  ever  convince 
me  that  the  taxpayers  of  London 
have  ben3fited  by  the  abnormal ' 
amount  of  rate  paid  by  the  clergy 
in,  for  instance,  the  Tunbridge  Division. 
The  other  taxpayers  in  the  division  have 
benefited,  but  the  working  men  in  our 


great  boroughs  hare  not  gained  any  bene- 
fit whatever  from  the  excessive  rate  paid 
by  the  clergy  in  country  districts.  I,  like 
my  hon.  friend  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment, supported  this  Bill  on  the  Second 
Reading.  I  have  supported  it  in  every 
Bta^e  so  far,  because  I  believe  it  to  be 
a  simple  act  of  justice,  too  long  delayed ; 
but  when  we  come  to  deal  with  the  finan- 
cial arrangements  by  which  it  is  proposed 
to  remove  the  injustice,  surely  one  may 
then  be  entitled  to  exercise  to  some  ex- 
tent one's  own  judgment.  I  recognise  the 
strength  of  the  chum  brought  forward  by 
the  Government.  The  injustice  is  ad- 
mitted by  this  Government,  by  this 
Party,  and  by  both  party  organisations, 
in  some  districts  at  least.  It  has 
been  argued  at  length  by  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, and  even  the  hon.  Member  for 
Hoxton  the  other  evening  did  not  deny 
that  an  injustice  had  been  inflicted  on  the 
clergy,  for  I  understood  him  to  say  that 
the  proper  method  of  redress  was  by 
assessment.  The  Amendment  would 
have  that  effect,  because  it  would  throw 
on  the  other  ratepayers  in  a  rating  area 
the  duty  of  making  good  the  sum 
remitted  off  the  tithe-rent  charge,  and  to 
that  extent  would  be  an  alteration  in 
assessment — if  not  in  theory,  certainly  in 
restUt.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very 
narrow  issue  indeed.  The  Amendment 
cannot  be  regarded  as  frivolous,  because 
it  ruses  a  very  substantial  point,  so  great, 
in  fact,  that  the  rating  authority  of 
London  has  felt  justifiw  in  sending  a 
deputation  direct  to  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Bill.  I  cannot  feel 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  any  way 
met  the  arguments  of  that  deputation. 
The  case  of  swine  fever  ia  not  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  alteration  proposed  in 
this  Bill  London  and  the  lar^e  boroughs 
have  gained  by  the  imposition  of  the 
charge  in  connection  with  swine  fever, 
and  therefore  ought  to  bear  part  of  the 
cost,  but  I  do  not  think  anyone  will  be 
able  to  convince  the  ordinary  taxpayer  in 
a  borough  where  there  is*  no  tithe  rent- 
charge  whatever  that  ho  receives  any 
benefit  under  this  Bill.  I  quite  agree 
that,  if  this  were  a  national  charge, 
it  would  be  right  that  the  country  dis- 
tricts and  the  towns  should  stand  or  fall 
I  together,  but  this  is  a  mere  (question  of 
the  alteration  of  a  small  portion  of 
the  rates  in  a  narrow  rating  area,  and 
it  seems  to  me  to  bo  obviously 
just    that  the   ratepayers   who  have 
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benefited  in  the  past  should  thomselves 
bear  the  burden  now.  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  anyone  can  withstwd  this 
Amendment.  I  am  a  strong  supporter 
of  the  main  intention  of  the  Bill,  but  I 
join  issue  with  the  Grovemment  in  the 
war  they  propose  to  carry  it  out.  It  is 
aaid  that  the  Bill  is  only  to  last  for  two 
years,  and  that  the  whole  question  will 
have  to  be  overhauled  at  the  end  of  that 
time  ;  but  that  is  no  argument  in  favour  of 
removing  injustice  for  that  period  from 
the  shoulders  of  a  certain  class  of  rate- 
payers in  order  to  put  it  on  the  shoulders 
of  another.  The  issue  is  a  narrow  one, 
but  I  do  not  think  any  apology  is  needed 
for  urging  on  the  attention  of  the  Com- 


{COMMONS}  {Raies)  Sm.  69« 

are  constantly  made,  and  appeals  made  to 

I  the  Treasury  from  that  side  of  the  House 


and  from  this,  for  an  increase  of  their 
salaries.    Departmental  Committee  aft«r 
i  Departmental  Committee  have  been  ap- 
j  pointed  to  inquire  whether  or  not  these 
I  people  are  being  fairly  treated,  having 
I  regard  to  all  the  surrounding  circum- 
j  stances  in  which  they  live.    lustead  of  a 
I  Departmental  Committee  a  Royal  Com- 
mission was  ^ipdnted  in  this  case  to 
I  inquire  into  the  condition  <^  c«tain  rata- 
I  payers  as  compared  with  other  ratepayers, 
j  The  Commission  comes  forward  with  a 
[  clear  decision  and  definite  recommenda- 
,  tions,  and  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment 
,  have  taken  the  matter  up  to  settle  it. 
mittee  our  contention  that  those  who  have  !  As  to  the  method  by  which  the  redress  of 
benefited  in  the  past  should  now  bear  this  <  this  grievance  of  the  clergy  is  to  be 


financial  burden.  My  own  impresdon  is 
tlut  the  National  Taxation  account  ought 
not  to  be  touched,  for  this  is  a  pure  rating 
question.    Certain  ratepayers  are  to  1m 


brought  about,  I  hold  that  the  ordinary 
artisan  would  clearly  recognise  that  scmie 
relief  may  be  given,  but  you  will  never 
convince  him  that  it  is  right  to  take  that 


benefited,  and  certain  ratepayers  ought  to  ■  relief  oat  of  his  pocket.    I  appeal  to  the 


bear  the  burden  of  the  charge.  That  is  a 
simple  argument  which  I  desire  very 
urgently  to  press  on  the  attention  of  the 
Government.  I  can  understand  the  or- 
dinary skilled  artisan  who  reads  these 
Debates,  and  tries  to  argue  out  the  qu^ 
tion  for  himself.  Vou  may  easily  con- 
vince him  that  certain  ratepayers  have 
paid  more  than  they  ought  to  have  paid. 
All  the  arguments  brought  forward  on  the 
other  side  never  met  that  one  point.  Any 
number  of  collateral  issues  have  been  dis- 
cussed, but  the  one  narrow  question 
whether  or  not  certain  clergy  have  paid 
more  than  they  ought  to  pay,  having  re- 
gard to  their  interest  tn  the  district,  and 


Government  to  give  this  financial  arrange- 
ment their  reconsideration.  This  is  not 
a  capricious  or  frivolous  Amendment.  It 
raises  an  important  point  in  which  the 
ratepayers  of  the  country  are  taking  a 
very  keen  and  earnest  interest.  The 
Government  have  now  an  opportunity  of 
so  amending  their  Bill  as  to  make  it,  in 
my  opinion,  generally  acceptable,  and  I 
trust  they  wiO  not  reject  the  appeal  made- 
to  them. 

Mr.  STUART  (Shorediteh,  Hoxton)  r 
I  will  not  follow  the  hon.  Gentleman  who- 
has  just  spoken  in  opening  up  a  Second 
Keading  discussion  of  the  Bill.  The  House- 


having  regard  to  the  property  possessed  ,  and  the  country  know  and  can  judge 
in  that  district,  has  tiever  been  met. 


Hon.  Members  :  Oh,  oh  ! 

•Mb.  ERNEST  GRAY  :  I  do  not  say 
that  there  has  not  been  an  immense 


whether  the  arguments  which  have  been 
adduced  on  this  side  of  the  House  are 
sound  or  not.  It  is  a  fact  that  the 
House,  so  far  as  it  has  gone,  has  clearly 
determined  that  relief  is  to  be  given  to 
the  clergy,  and  we  must  now  direct  our 

in 


amount  of  discu»sioii  around  it,  but  no  •  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  that 
one  has  taken  the  position  of  a  clergyman  [  relief  is  to  be  provided.  There  are  two 
paying  his  rates,  and  compared  it  with  ;  arguments  on  which  this  relief  can  be 
that  of  another  ratepayer.  It  is  ridiculous  |  bMed,  and  by  which  it  can  be  supported. 

to  say  that  because  a  man  takes  office  [  The  first  is  that  it  is  a  relief  of  clergy 
knowing  what  l)ur(lens  will  fall  upon  him  J  who  arc  suffering  from  poverty,  and  tha 

I  second  is  that  it  is  a  readjustment, 
or  correction,  of  a  rating  injustice.  Now,, 
if  it  be  the  first  of  these,  it  could  be 
reasonal>ly  argued  that  it  was  a  national 
concern.  That  M'as  how  it  was  argued  in. 
the  case  of  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act. 
The  Government  and  their  supportera 


he  shall  not  ask  for  relief  from  any  of 
these  burdens.  There  is  hardly  a  man 
throughout  the  country  who  does  not  come 
forward  with  the  cry  "I  have  paid  more 
than  my  share  of  the  taxes."  Ci\il  ser- 
vants take  their  appointment  knowing 
what  they  were  to  receive,  and  yet  claims 

Mr.  Ernest  Gray. 
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have,  however,  chosen  to  support  this 
Bill  on  the  ground  that  a  rating  injustice 
has  long  existed  upon  the  tithe-owning 
clergy.  When  we  come  to  look  at  it  in 
that  light  we  are  thrown  back  to  ask  who 
has  been  profiting  by  that  injustice. 
Clearly,  it  is  the  racepayers  in  the  dis- 
trict in  which  these  clergy  are  who  have 
suffered,  whether  you  take  it  as  a  parish, 
a  union,  or  a  county.  In  all  of  three 
cases  the  ratepayers  have  obtained  an 
advantage  from  the  auifering  of  the 
clergy,  and  the  relief  of  the  clergy  ought 
to  be  thrown  upon  the  county,  union,  or 
parish.  As  I  underatand  it,  if  this 
Amendment  were  carried,  the  burden 
would  be  thrown  on  the  parish.  I  hare 
an  Amendment  myself,  which  may  be  cut 
out  by  the  necessity  of  putting  the 
question,  that  the  burden  should  be 
thrown  on  the  county.  It  is  perfectly 
clear  that  the  view  of  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission so  far  as  expressed  definitely — it 
is  a  mere  chance  that  it  was  not  ex- 
pressed much  more  definitely— is  in 
favour  of  this  being  made  an  assessment 
question.  Yet  we  are  now  told  that 
we  are  not  to  deal  with  it  as  a  matter  of 
assessment,  but  as  a  remission  of  rates. 
If  you  remit  half  the  rates  of  the  clergy 
it  is  practically  throwing  on  the  parish 
the  half  of  the  araessment.  I  do  not  see 
how  that  argument  can  be  Ic^cally  replied 
to.  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  argued 
that  this  is  a  national  matter,  or  that  the 
nation  has  profited  by  a  mere  incidence  of 
rates  upon  the  tithe-owning  clergy,  or  j 
how  the  nation  can  be  called  upon  to  i 
pay.  I  wish  to  bring  before  the  House  ■ 
some  of  the  glaring  anomalies  which 
will  arise  under  the  scheme  of  the  I 
Gktvemment.  London,  as  the  House  well  ' 
knows,  is  to  be  mulcted  in  £19,100  for! 
the  relief  of  the  clergy,  while  the  London  j 
tithe  -  owning  clergy  will  after  all  | 
only  receive  £900.  Similar  inequalities  j 
would  exist  in  all  the  great  boroughs 
in  England ;  but  I  wish  to  direct 
attention  to  the  anomalies  which  | 
will  arise  in  some  of  the  counties.  | 
Let  me  take  first  the  County  of  Norfolk,  ] 
with  which  I  am  intimately  acquainted.  I 
The  figures  are  verified  from  two  diffe- , 
rent  sources.  The  contribution  of  Nor-  , 
folk  towards  the  purposes  of  the  Bill  will 
be  £1,288,  but  no  less  than  £7,308  is  the 
.  amount  to  be  given  to  the  tithe-owning 
olergy  of  the  county.  In  othor  words, 
Noitolk  will  profit  by  this  £7,308  being 
distributed    among    the  tithe-owning 


clergy,  and  will  only  pay  £1,288.  Now, 
if  the  argument  of  the  Government  is 
correct,  Norfolk  has  been  profiting  for 
many  years  to  the  extent  of  £7,308  by 
the  unjust  rating  of  the  clergy,  and  it  is 
only  going  to  redress  that  injustice,  by 
which  it  itself  has  profited,  by  the  pay- 
ment of  £1,288.  Then  let  me  take  tha 
,  County  of  Monmouth,  and  compare  ib 
with  the  County  of  Norfolk.  The  con- 
tribution that  the  County  of  Monmouth 
will  have  to  give  towards  this  £87,000 
will  be  £661,  and  the  amount  that  it  will 
receive  will  bo  £619.  In  other  words, 
the  County  of  Monmouth  is  being  dealt 
with  on  a  principle  of  fairness.  Compare 
that  with  the  County  of  Norfolk.  The 
contribution  of  Norfolk  towards  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Bill  will  be  £1,288  per 
annum ;  but  aid  to  the  extent  of  £7,308 
per  annum  is  to  be  given  to  the  tithe- 
owning  clergy  in  that  county — that  is  to 
say,  Norfolk  profits  to  the  extent  of 
£7,308  by  the  unjust  rating  of  the  clergy, 
and  will  only  pay  £1,288  towards  the 
redress  of  the  injustice.  The  County  of 
Monmouth  stands  almost  alone  amongst 
the  counties  of  England,  except  the 
County  of  London,  in  having  to  pay  more 
than  it  will  receive.  But  perhaps  the 
most  remarkable  instance  is  the  County 
of  Suffolk.  The  Committee  know  that 
the  figures  I  am  bringing  forward  depend 
upon  the  amount  of  tithe  attached  to 
benefices,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knows  perfectly  well  that  the  Eastern 
Counties  are  very  rich  in  tithe.  Suff'olk 
will  be  mulcted  under  this  Bill  of  only 
£791,  and  the  amount  which  it  will 
receive  will  be  £5,583,  or  about  seven 
times  as  much  as  it  is  called  upon  to  pay. 
And  where  is  the  diflerence  to  come  from  I 
It  is  to  come  from  the  boroughs  of  this 
country.  AU  the  boroughs  in  this 
country  fall  into  the  same  category  of 
having  to  pay  a  much  larger  sum  than 
they  will  receive  in  aid,  and,  above  all, 
the  County  of  London.  The  County  of 
London  will  have  to  pay  £19,105,  though 
at  no  time  in  the  history  of  the  County  of 
London,  or  even  liefore  it  was  a  county,  has 
it  ever  profited  by  this  unfair  niting  of 
tithes  attached  to  benefices  to  a  greater 
extent  than  £900  a  year.  The  case  of 
London  is,  of  course,  the  most  striking 
case,  but  all  the  boroughs  of  England  are 
more  or  less  affected  m  the  same  way. 
How  can  the  Government  defend  th^ 
anomalies  ?  If  this  was  a  graitt  in  aid  of 
poverty,  if  it  had  been  conceded  that  the 
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Churcb  of  England  was  so  much  in  need 
of  money  that  something  must  be  done 
for  it,  it  might  then  have  been  argued  that 
the  Church  cS.  England  is  a  national  insti- 
tution— I  do  not  admit  the  propriety 
fA  the  claim — and  that  this  was  a 
claim  that  ought  to  come  on  the  nation 
as  a  whole.  But  that  is  not  the 
argument  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  and  the  Leader  of 
the  House  have  chosen  to  take.  We  tried 
to  force  them  into  this  argument,  but 
without  avail  ;  they  stuck  to  their  point. 
You  are,  therefore,  adding  to  the  vexed 
and  miserable  muddle  of  local  taxation, 
and  you  are  making  the  problems  with 
which  the  Royid  Gommission  will  have  to 
deal  much  more  entangled  than  they  were 
before.  You  are  not  doing  what  the 
Royal  Commission  asked.  The  Royal 
Commission  suggested  that  this  should 
have  been  treated  as  a  local  assessment 
question,  but  the  Bill  mixes  it  with  one 
of  Imperial  finance.  An  hon.  Gentleman 
asked  if  the  Government  meant  to  make 
this  a  temporary  measure,  and  I  was 
afraid  he  was  going  to  say  that  if  they 
were  he  would  put  up  with  the  imomaly ; 
but  if  he  had  sat,  as  I  have  done,  on  the 
Royal  Commission  he  would  have  seen 
the  fallacy  and  ridiculousness  of  saying 
that  measures  like  this  can  be  temporary 
measures.  I  have  no  intention  to 
weary  the  House,  but  I  want  to 
give  a  few  more  instances  of  the 
inequality  of  rating.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  County  of  Essex.  Essex  will 
profit  to  the  amount  of  £5,724  out  of 
tithes  attached  to  benefices,  but  it  has 
only  to  pay  under  this  Bill  £2,479. 
Again,  Kent  will  receive  £6,179,  and  will 
oni^  pay  £2,688,  while  Hertfordshire, 
which  wiD  receive  £1,572,  will  only  pay 
£757.  I  have  already  mentioned  Nor- 
folk and  Suffolk.  I  bring  forward  the 
County  of  Norfolk  with  some  hesitation, 
because  I  am  a  large  ratepayer  there,  and 
I  happen  to  be  a  very  small  ratepayer  in 
the  County  of  London.  At  the  same 
time,  I  am  deeply  interested  in  the 
amendment  of  the  whole  law  relating  to 
local  taxation,  and  I  appeal  to  every 
Member  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
whether  I  have  not  always  tried  to  treat 
the  question  apart  from  party  considera- 
tions. I  am,  however,  bound  to  say  that 
you  are  entangling  our  hands  extremely 
in  dealing  with  this  question  by  this  Bill. 

*Mr.  DAVID  MacIVER  (Livetpoob 
Kirkdale) :  I  r^ard  this  Amendment  as  a 
Mr.  Stuart. 


most  mischievous  Amendment.  Repre- 
senting as  I  do  a  large  urban  constituency, 
I  cannot  but  think  that  the  working  men 
in  my  constituency  are  able  to  inke  a. 
reasonable  view  of  this  question,  and  that 
they  will  not  listen  to  the  misrepresenta- 
tions which  have  been  so  freely  made  on 
the  other  side  with  regard  to  this  BilL  A 
great  many  working  men  in  my  constitu- 
ency are  perfectly  well  able  to  understand 
that  this  measure,  as  a  whole,  is  nothing 
but  an  endeavour  to  remedy  a  very  great 
injustice.  It  may  be  a  partial  and  in- 
complete remedy,  and  one  which  does  not 
go  far  enough ;  but  that  the  Bill,  as  a 
whole,  is  one  which  ought  to  be  passed  I 
have  no  doubt  whatever,  and  I  am  equally 
confident  that  laige  constituencies  such 
as  that  I  represent  will  approve  of  it. 
Could  anything  be  more  unjust  than  to 
disregard  what  is  the  cause  of  the 
depreciation  and  loss  of  revenue  in 
respect  of  tithes  1  It  is  largely  the 
result  of  the  depreciation  of  the  vsJue  of 
agricultural  land,  and  that,  in  turn,  is  the 
result  of  the  fiscal  system  which  this 
country  has  followed — a  system  which  is 
supposed  to  benefit  the  urban  constituen- 
cies. Is  it  right  that  the  loss  should  fall 
principally  upon  those  counties  which 
are  already  suflFering  from  the  depression 
of  agriculture  1  I  say  that  this  question  is 
a  national  one,  and  that  the  country,  as  a 
whole,  ought  to  come  forward  to  remedy 
this  growing  injustice  of  rating.  This  is 
but  one  of  many  questions,  but  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  experience  of  the 
Committee,  from  the  endless  discu8si<m 
that  there  has  been  upon  scmie  of  the 
Amendments,  and  the  prospect  of  very 
large  discussion  upon  others,  must  show 
everyone  what  difficulty  there  would  have 
been  in  passing  a  large  and  comprehen- 
sive measure  of  local  taxation  reform. 
The  necessity,  however,  remains  for  deal- 
ing with  the  question  as  a  whole.  This 
measure  as  it  stands  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  and  I  hope  that  when  the 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  is  presented 
in  a  complete  shape  it  will  be  found 
possible  for  hon.  Members  opposite  to 
forget  electioneering,  and  to  consider 
how  best  to  de{d  with  the  question 
of  the  reform  of  local  taxation. 
Once  more  I  say  that  I  cannot  help  feel- 
ing that  this  is  a  great  national  question. 
It  is  absolutely  true  -that  the  clergy  in 
many  parts  of  this  country  are  most  un- 
reasonably suffering  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  perfectly  true,  as  everybody  who  has 
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listened  to  these  Debates  will  be  ready  to 
•admit,  that  this  question  cannot  be  dealt 
with  effectiTely  this  session,  but  it  must 
be  dealt  with  generally  at  no  very  dis- 
Uuit  date.  My  impression  is  that  this 
Bill  does  not  go  far  enough,  for  it  only 
partially  remedies  one  real  grievance. 
There  are  many  other  grievances,  and  I 
hope  the  time  ia  not  far  distant  when  the 
whole  question  will  be  dealt  with.  I  hope 
the  Government  will  not  give  way  on  this 
Amendment. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
fi.W.) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
aat  down  stated  that  working  men  would 
not  listen  to  the  misrepresentations  as  to 
the  objects  of  this  Bill  which  had  been 
indulged  in  by  hon.  Members  on  this  side 
<»f  the  House,  for  they  recognised  that 
the  clergy  were  suifering  from  an  in- 
justice. I  do  not  know  upon  what  infor- 
mation he  relies  in  making  that  statement 
in  regard  to  the  working  men  of  England. 
Certainly  the  working  men  of  Oldham  do 
not  appear  to  share  that  opinion,  and  we 
■shall  see  to-day  whether  it  is  shared  by 
■the  working  men  of  East  St.  Pancras. 
The  issue  raised  by  this  Amendment  is 
not  whether  the  clergy  are  unjustly 
rated  or  not ;  that  has  been  decided,  but 
I  desire  to  return  to  the  speeches  delivered 
■a  few  moments  ago  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Ham  and  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bow  and 
Bromley,  which  I  thought  was  a  singularly 
lucid  and  most  convincing  speech.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  premisses  with  which 
the  hon.  Member  started,  namely,  that 
the  clergy  are  unjustly  rated.  It  did 
seem  to  me  that  if  the  premisses  with 
which  the  hon.  Member  started  were 
Bound  his  conclusions  would  be  absolutely 
irresistible.  He  said  that  if  the  clergy 
had  been  paying  too  much,  then  it  was 
clear  that  the  fellow-ratepayers  of  the 
der^  in  the  same  rating  area  had  been 
paying  too  little,  and,  therefore,  he 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  if  you  are 

foing  to  relieve  the  clergy,  in  order  to 
nd  the  funds  for  that  relief  you  ought 
to  impose  a  corresponding  burden  upon 
the  ratepayers  of  the  same  area.  That  is 
a  straightforward  course,  bat  it  is  not 
the  course  which  the  Goveniment  have 
adopted,  and  why  1  Because  it  would 
not  be  tolerated  by  those  ratepayers, 
and  therefore  what  the  Government  pro- 
pose is  to  lay  the  burden,  not  upon  the 
neighbours  ol  the  clergy  or  their  fellow- 


ratepayers,  but  to  lay  that  burden  upon 
a  totally  different  set  of  ratepayers  vrith 
whom  the  clergymen  have  nothing  in 
common.  Under  this  Bill  the  case  of  the 
ratepayers  of  London  is  a  singularly  hard 
one.  It  appears  that  there  are  ;£1,800 
paid  annually  in  rates  upon  the  tithe  rent- 
charge  throughout  the  whole  of  London, 
and  for  that  London  is  to  be  called  upon 
to  pay  £19,000.  It  would  be  better  to 
take  the  tithe  rent-charge  in  London  out 
of  the  rating  altogether,  for  it  would  pay 
us  very  much  better  to  adopt  that  course. 
It  will  be  said  that  this  would  be  another 
anomaly.  Yes,  I  admit  it  would  be,  but 
the  whole  Bill  itself  is  an  anomaly,  and 
why  strain  at  a  gnat  when  you  are  will- 
ing to  swallow  the  camel  ?  Already  a 
large  proportion  of  the  London  tithe  is  not 
rated.  Everybody  knows  the  number  of 
churches  there  are  in  Ix)ndon,  and  the 
bulk  of  London  tithes  is  not  rateable, 
and  as  this  is  so  it  is  quite  a  practical  ex- 
pedient to  alter  the  exception  so  as  to 
coincide  with  the  rule.  Whereas  the 
London  clergy  will  only  benefit  to  the 
extent  of  £900,  iUmdon  will  have  to  pay 
£19,000  of  money  which  might  be  spent 
upon  technical  education,  or  perhaps 
upon  an  attempt  to  solve  the  housing 
problem  from  which  London  suffers. 
Large  sums  of  money  will  have  to  be 
diverted  from  sanitary  purposes  in  order 
not  to  benefit  the  country,  but  to  give  a 
dole  to  the  clergy.  Some  reference  was 
made  a  moment  ago  to  the  deputation 
which  waited  upon  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  the  other  day,  and 
there  was  one  argument  used  which  was 
a  very  strange  one.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman tried  to  turn  the  t^les  upon  the 
London  gentlemen  who  waited  upon  him 
by  saying : 

"  I  am  surprised  that  yon  »Iioul«l  come  here 
objecting  to  thin  large  kuiii  which  London  has 
to  pay,  because  when  the  Eipialiflatlon  of  Rates 
Bin  was  before  Parliament  you  thouglit  it  was 
right  that  St.  George's-in  tlie  West  ought  to 
share  the  burdens  of  8t.  George' s-in-the- East." 

I  contend  that  this  is  no  analogy,  for  St. 
GoorgeVin-the-West  was  called  upon  to 
pay,  not  because  it  was  rich,  but  because 
it  was  united  with  St.  George's-in-the- 
East  by  a  common  tie.  That  surely  is  no 
argument  at  all  why  the  ratepayers  of  my 
own  district  should  be  called  upon  to  pay 
the  rates  of  clergymen,  for  instance,  in 
Wiltshire,  with  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  connected.    Passing  from  the 
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case  of  London,  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  another  a^jpect  of  the  case. 
I  strongly  object  to  the  proposal  to 
pay  half  the  rates  out  of  the  Local  Taxa- 
tion Account,  for  this  reason,  that  this  is 
an  attempt  to  relieve  the  land  of  its  here- 
ditary burdens.  If  the  Committee  will 
allow  me  I  should  like  to  develop  this 
point  for  one  moment,  and  I  wUl  take  Ji 
specific  case  in  order  to  make  the  matter 
perfectly  clear.  Take  the  case  of  two 
farms,  each  of  £500  annual  value.  One 
(rf  these  farms  we  will  suppose  is  tithe 
■free,  and  the  other  has  £100  tithe  rent^ 
charge  upon  it.  In  the  case  of  the  tithe 
free  farm  the  fanner  will  have  to  pay 
rates  on  the  whole  of  the  £500,  but  in  the 
otJier  case  the  farmer  will  be  entitled  to 
deduct  from  the  ^-oss  rental  of  £500  the 
amount  of  his  tithe  rent  charge  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  rateable  value  upon  which 
he  will  be  rated.  In  the  first  instance  the 
farmer  will  pay  on  the  whole  of  hia  £500, 
.whilst  in  the  second  case  the  farmer  will 
have  to  pay  not  on  £500  but  on  £400. 
In  other  words  he  will  pay  £15  or  £20  less 
in  rates  than  is  paid  by  a  neighbouring  far- 
mer who  occupies  the  tithe  free  farm.  It  is 
clear  that  the  landlord  of  the  tithable 
farm  will  have  in  hand  funds  to  pay  not 
half  the  rates  on  the  tithe  rent-charge, 
but  the  whole  of  the  rates  on  that  charge. 
Here  I  submit  that  we  have  a  portion  of 
the  produce  of  the  land  ear-marked  to  pay 
the  rates  on  the  tithe.  Let  us  follow  that 
argument  for  a  moment.  Under  the 
present  law  that  portion  of  the  produce  of 
the  land  is  properly  dealt  with.  The  far- 
mer, as  I  have  said,  pays  it  to  the  land- 
lord, then  the  landlord  pays  it  over  along 
with  the  rent-charge  proper  to  the  parson, 
and  the  parson  pa}-s  it  into  the  hands  of 
the  rate  collector.  That  is  the  way  in 
which  this  ear-marked  part  of  the  p>oduce 
is  dealt  with.  But  imder  this  Bill  the 
pu*son  will  keep  the  portion  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  land,  ear-marked  as  I  have 
described,  in  his  own  pocket  instead  of 
paying  it  over  to  the  rate  collectors.  In 
other  words  the  hereditary  burdens  upon 
the  land  will  not  l>e  discharged  out  of  this 
particular  poi  tiuii  of  the  produce  of  the 
land.  Under  this  Bill  our  old  system  of 
preserving  the  hereditary  burdens  of  the 
land  will  cease,  for  this  money  will  not  be 
paid  out  of  the  ear-marked  portion  of  the 
produce  of  the  land,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  burden  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
residue  of  the  produce  of  the  land.  And 
who  has  the  residue  of  the  produce  of  the 

Mr.  PickerggilL 


land  i  Why,  the  person  who  has  that 
residue  is  the  landlord  and  the  owner,  and 
therefore  I  submit  that  if  you  are  going 
to  relieve  the  parson  a  corresponding 
burden  ought  to  be  laid  upon  Uie 
landowner,  who,  as  I  have  shown,  has 
in  his  hajids  the  residue  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Iwd.  From  an  economical 
and  a  national  point  of  view  it  does  not 
matter  much  woo  pays  the  rates,  provided 
they  are  paid  out  of  the  produce  of  the 
land.  Whether  the  landowner  pays  them 
out  of  his  share  of  the  profits  or  the  par- 
son pays  them  out  of  his  tithe  may  be 
regarded  practically  from  a  national  point 
of  view  as  a  kind  of  family  arrangement 
with  which  the  nation  at  large  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do.  Under  this  Bill  the 
Government  say  the  pirson  has  not  to 
pay,  but  upon  a  principle  which  ia 
thoroughly  recognised  in  this  country  the 
landloi^  ought  to  pay.  I  have  oJled 
this  a  family  arrangement,  because  for 
centuries  the  Church  and  the  landlords 
have  been  closely  allied,  and  there  has 
always  been  the  closest  possible  relation- 
ship between  the  manor  house  and  the 
vicarage.  The  landlords  have  often 
preyed  upon  the  Church,  and  an  eminent 
writer  has  stated  that : 

"  The  Church  has  been  disendowed  to  the 
extent  of  one-third  of  its  endowment**  for  the 
Iwnefit  of  the  clergy." 

At  the  same  t^e  the  Church  has  stuck 
to  the  landlord,  and  must  make  the  beet<rf' 
its  bargain.     There  is  an  additional 
reason  why  this  relief  should  come  out  of 
the  pocket  of  the  landlords.    The  clerical 
witnesses  before  the  Commission  nearly 
alt  complained  very  strongly  of  the 
under-assessment  of  land  as  compared 
with  tithe  rent-charge.    It  is  scarcely  too 
much  to  say  that  it  is  mainly  that  under- 
assessment of  land  which  has  led  to  the 
present  outbreak.    If  that  is  really  the 
basis  of  the  claim  which  is  now  made,  the 
cost  of  this  relief  may  fairly  be  laid  upon 
the  landowner.     Further,  the  squire 
almost  invariably  belongs  to  the  Church 
of  England.    If  this  burden  were  laid 
I  upon  him  he  still  would  not  be  called 
j  upon  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  his 
I  Church  anything  like  aa  much  as  his 
,  Nonconformist   neighlwur   in   an  equal 
position,  with  equtu  wealth,  contributes 
i  towards  the  maintenance  of  his  church. 
'  For  these  reasons,  while  I  most  stronj^y 
I  support  the  Amendment,  I  think  the  true 
'  aoutve  to  which  we  ought  to  look  for  the 
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moiiey  to  meet  the  cost  of  this  relief  is 
the  laadlord. 

I 

.  Th£  president  of  the  BOAKD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Air.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby)  :  Everybody  will 
agree  that  this  Amendment  has  been 
brought  before  the  Committee  clearly 
and  concisely,  and  with  a  degree  of  mode- 
ration and  fairness  which  must  have  im- 
pressed all.  It  is  ob^'ioU8  that  this  is  an 
im^rtant  Amendment,  requiring  conside- 
ration and  discussion,  and  it  is  not  to  l>e 
wondered  at  that  those  who  represent 
Ijondon  and  other  big  towns  should  have 
found  themselves  compelled  to  put  the 
case  as  looked  at  from  the  point  of  view 
of  those  areas.  I  cannot  do  better  than 
be^  by  referring  to  the  position  in 
which  we  found  ourselves  when  we  came 
to  the  consideration  of  this  particular 
question.  It  has  been  suggested  that  a 
change  should  be  made  in  the  Bill  in 
order  to  cast  the  increased  burden  upon 
the  tithes  themselves.  I  will  come  to 
that  presently.  First  of  all,  dealing  with 
the  general  question,  admitting,  as  the 
hon.ltIember  for  Hoxton  did,  the  justice 
of  the  case  

.  Mr.  STUART :  The  House  has  decided 
that. 

Mr.  long  :  Yes,  precisely.  Taking 
it,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  as  settled 
t^t  it  is  proper  and  right  that  this 
change  should  be  made,  we  realise,  as 
everybody  must  realise,  when  we  come  to 
this  question  of  the  reform  of  local  taxa- 
tion, that  you  obviously  cannot  lighten 
the  burden  of  taxation  upon  one  particu- 
lar class  of  property  without  either  filling 
up  the  gap  which  you  creat«  by  bringing 
in  revenue  from  some  other  source,  or 
casting  an  increased  burden  upon  the 
other  rateable  property  within  that  area. 
We  felt  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  come 
and  ask  Parliament  to  cast  upon  the  rate- 
payers in  other  localities  this  increased 
burden.  I  am  surprised  that  this  sugges- 
tion has  apparently  received  so  much 
support  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
because  if  there  has  been  one  line  of  op- 
position to  this  Bill  insisted  upon  more 
vigorously  than  another  it  has  been  the 
increased  burden  that  yon  are  going  to 
throw  upon  the  local  ratepayer.  Yet 
under  this  suggestion  that  the  burden 
should  not  be  met  out  of  the  Local  Taxa- 
tion Aocowit,  but  by  some  other  local 


'  ratepayers,  the  burden  upon  the  local 
I  ratepayers   would    obviously  be  enor- 
1  mously  increased.     If,  therefore,  it  i» 
unfair  to  oast  a  pwticular  burden  upon, 
i  the  local  rateparers,  it  would  be  still 
I  more  unfur  and  harsh  to  cast  upon  them 
I  a  much  heavier  burden.    Doubtl^  soma 
I  faon.  Gentlemen  will  say  that  that  will 
I  tend  to  make  the  measure  unpopular,  and 
I  as  they  have  not  been  able  to  defeat  the 
Bill  in  Parliament  they   will  hope  to- 
defeat  it  outside  Parliament  by  casting 
this  extra  burden  upon  the  ratepayer  who- 
has  to  bear  it. 

Mr.  STUART :  I  would  rather  have 
the  Bill  as  it  is.- 

Mr.  long  :  The  hon.  Gentlemen  who 

Eut  the  case  for  Londim  and  the  other 
Lrge  towns  have  condemned  us  for  going 
to  the  Local  Taxation  Account  to  fill  this 
gap,  and  they  have  suggested  that  we 
should  leave  that  fund  alone,  and  that  we 
have  no  right  to  cite  as  a  precedent  the 
action  of  our  predecessors  when  they 
descended  upon  the  fund  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  money  for  the  administration 
of  certain  Acts  of  Parliament.  I  think 
the  parallel  is  a  much  more  fair  one  than 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  prepared  to  • 
admit.  That  Government  found  it 
necessary  to  transfer  from  local  authoritioa 
to  the  Imperial  Parliament  the  adminis- 
tration of  certain  Acts  of  Parliament. 
The  entire  charge  was  cast  upon  the 
taxpayers,  and  the  Government  urged 
that  they  were  justified  in  so  doing,, 
because  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  general 
community.  But  previously  to  tha* 
action  these  local  authorities  had 
possessed  powers  to  deal  with  the  matters ; 
they  had  considered  whether  it  was 
advisable  to  exercise  those  powers,  and 
some  had  deliberately  refused,,  holding 
that  the  game  was  not  worth  the 
candle,  and  that  it  was  not  justifiable 
to  call  upon  the  ratepayers  to  pay  for 
work  which  they  thought  was  unneces- 
sary. The  result  of  the  action  of  the 
then  Government  was  to  throw  upon 
the  ratepayers  not  only  an  obligation  to 
pay  for  the  administration  of  the  Acts  in 
their  own  neighbourhood,  but  to  make 
them  partners  with  the  rest  of  the  coun 
try  for  the  administration  of  the  Acta 
elsewhere.  The  contention  now  is  ti»t 
we  ought  to  throw  this  increased  cost 
upon  the  counties  in  which  these  casea 
occur.    I  am  bound  to  say  that  that  is  & 
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"View  I  am  unable  to  share.  We  are  told 
Ihat  this  is  not  a  national  question,  but 
-that  the  local  ratepayers  have  benefited 
by  the  increased  burden  which  the  clerical 
■owners  of  tithe  rent-charge  have  borne, 
-and,  therefore,  they  ought  now  to  be 
<»lled  upon  to  bear  the  cost  of  the  relief. 
But  we  have  to  consider  something  else. 
If  this  change  is  to  be  made,  and  if 
thereby  this  taxation  is  taken  off  the 
shoulders  of  those  who  now  bear  it  and  put 
•elsewhere,  is  it  not  our  duty  to  see  that 
to  the  best  of  our  ability  the  burden  is 
spread  over  the  widest  possible  area,  and 
in  such  a  way  as  to  create  the  minimum 
■of  inconvenience  and  disturbance,  and 
impose  the  minimum  burden  upon  the 
individual  %  It  was  from  that  point  of 
view  that  we  approached  the  considera- 
tion and  decision  of  this  question,  and  it 
is  upon  those  grounds  we  commend  our 
proposal  to  the  House.  I  have  here  a 
very  few  figures  showing  the  effect  of  the 
two  different  proposals  upon  different 
local  authorities.  The  comparison  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Hoxton  is  a 
-fltrong  one  from  his  point  of  view,  and  a 
|>erfectly  fair  one.  He  gave  a  great  many 
instances  where  large  contributions  were  to 
be  made  by  Essex,  Norfolk,  and  certain 
«ther  counties,  and  where  the  receipts 
under  the  head  of  diminished  rates  from 
"tithe  rent-charge  would  be  very  much  less 
than  they  wouTd  have  to  pay. 

Mr.  STUART  :  In  those  counties  it 
would  be  very  much  greater. 

Mr.  long  :  It  would  be  much  greater 
out  of  the  Local  Taxation  Account  than 
the  amount  of  rates  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  STUART  :  And  there  are  coun- 
ties in  which  the  contraty  is  the  case, 
■other  than  London. 

Mr.  long  :  Undoubtedly  under  this 
system  you  will  have  inequalities,  and  I 
■do  not  believe  it  would  have  been  pos- 
sible to  have  discovered  a  system  under 
which  you  filled  up  this  vacuum  without 
producing  inequalities  far  greater  than 
those  in  the  proposal  we  make. 

Several  Hon.  Members  :  No. 

Mr.  LONG  :  Hon.  Gentlemen  say 
■**No."  Putting  aside  the  amount  that 
will  be  repaid  from  this  present  comparison, 
I  find  that  under  one  proposal  of  distri- 

Mr.  Long. 


bution — that  is,  throwing  it  on  the  Local 
Taxation  Account — the  incidence  in  Lon- 
don is  between  |d.  and  That  varies 
over  different  counties  from  '13d.  in 
Sfflnerset  up  to,  at  the  outside,  IGd.  or 
■I7d.  The  variations  are  very  slight. 

Mr.  STUART:  I  admitted  entirely 
that  the  system,  as  proposed  in  the  Bill, 
made  a  fairly  uniform  contribution  upon 
the  rateable  value.  I  admit  that,  but  I 
say  it  is  a  wrong  principle. 

Mr.  LONG:  We  are  at  direct  issue 
upon  that  point.  The  hon.  Gentleman's 
argument  is,  that  those  in  the  county 
in  which  the  relief  is  given  should  bear 
the  cost  of  the  burden.  My  answer  is 
that  if  that  plan  were  adopted  you  would 
very  enormously  vary  the  contribution  in 
the  different  localities,  and  you  would 
impose  upon  the  local  ratepayers  a  very 
much  heavier  burden,  and  that  the 
Government  think  would  be  unjust. 
Moreover,  that  would  not  secure  the 
object  we  have  set  ourselves  to  secure — 
viz.,  that  the  distribution  of  this  money 
should  be  so  effected  that  it  should  be 
spread  over  the  widest  possible  area,  and 
inflict  the  minimum  burden  upon  the  in- 
dividual. If  these  counties  were  left  to 
themselves  to  decide  whether  this  new 
system  should  be  adopted,  I  could  under- 
stand the  argument.  But  Parliament  is 
asked  to  make  up  the  deficit  by  an  unfair 
treatment  of  these  persons.  The  Govern- 
ment believe  that  the  best  method  of 
treating  this  matter  is  to  go  to  the  Local 
Taxation  Account,  and  they  believe  they 
can  show  that  it  is  the  best  method,  and 
one  which  will  cause  the  least  inconve- 
nience. I  quite  admit  that  under  this 
Bill  there  will  be  inequalities.  I  never 
denied  that,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  would 
be  possible  to  discover  a  system  under 
which  the  inequalities  would  be  less. 
The  case  of  London  is,  no  doubt,  very 
severe,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  exercise  sufficient  in- 
dustry they  will  find  that  hardships  of 
the  same  kind  exist  in  different  parts  of 
the  country.  But  the  question  to  be  con- 
sidered is  how  far  the  proposal  of  the  Bill 
can  be  regarded  as  a  real  hardship  on 
London.  Ishould  like  to  associate  myself 
with  what  has  been  said  by  hon.  Members 
for  London  as  to  the  necessity  for 
giving  every  possible  aid  to  the  local 
authorities  of  London  in  developing 
London,  and  especially  in  attending  to  the 
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needs  and  improving  the  conditions  of 
the  working  classes :  and  if  the  proposal 
of  the  Bill  would  throw  any  serious  ob- 
struction in  the  way  of  that  work  I  should 
hesitate  before  I  identified  myself  with  it. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  increased  ex- 
penditure in  London  does  not  neces- 
sarily mean  that  money  is  taken 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  London  rate- 

Sayers.  Take  the  increase  of  payments 
ue  to  London  out  of  the  Local  Taxation 
Account,  and  compare  1887-1888  with 
1891,  and  you  find  it  is  about  £88,000. 
The  increased  payments  by  the  County 
Cbnncil  includ^  for  instwce,  £64,000 
paid  under  a  statutory  obligation  to  the 
subordinate  local  authorities.  That  money 
necessaril)-  finds  its  way  into  the  pockets 
of  the  local  ratepayers.  In  other  words, 
if  the  rate  of  the  County  Council  is  higher 
in  consequence  of  these  payments,  they 
also  involve  the  lowering  of  the  rate  of  the 
subordinate  local  authority.  It  is  also 
said  that  the  proposal  of  the  Bill  means 
an  increase  in  the  burdens  of  working-men. 
The  rates  of  houses  rated  at  £20  in  Lon- 
don and  other  large  towns  are  paid  under 
the  composition  system,  and  therefore 
they  are  not  directly  paid,  at  all  events, 
by  the  occupants  of  the  houses.  In  the 
case  of  a  house  rated  at  £20  per  annum 
the  increase  brought  al)out  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill  would  be  only  2^d.  a  year, 
and  is  it  not  preposterous  to  suggest  that 
all  the  customs  and  agreements  under 
which  working  men  hold  houses  would 
be  upset  for  the  sake  of  2^d.  a  ^ear  1  It 
may  be  that  better  methwls  might  have 
been  suggested,  but  I  doubt  the  recom- 
mendations which  come  from  hon. 
Glentlemen,  who  would  regard  the  Bill 
with  animosity  no  matter  what  scheme 
the  Grovernment  proposed  for  dealing  with 
the  matter.  I  believe  it  would  have  met 
with  the  same  opposition,  only  varied  in 
its  form,  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
If  the  Government  had  suggested  that 
this  burden  should  fall  directly  upon  the 
counties,  with  what  fervour  it  would  have 
been  opposed  by  the  hon.  Members 
opposite  who  represented  county  con- 
stituencies !  Why,  everything  they  have 
said  against  the  Bill  so  far  is  rosewater 
compared  to  what  they  would  have  said 
had  the  Government  made  any  such 
proposal.  I  have  never  contended  that 
the  system  proposed  is  a  complete 
system,  or  that  it  is  without  flaws.  I  am 
not  80  foolish  as  to  pretend  anything  of 
the  kind.    But  I  assert  that  the  Govern- 


ment, in  adopting  the  method  of  resorting: ' 
to  the  Local  Taxation  Account  for  thfr 
money,  secure  in  the  first  instance  that 
the  burden  is  spread  over  a  very  wid& 
area,  and,  as  some  inequalities  are  in- 
evitable under  any  system,  we  secure 
in  the  second  place  that  in  the  incidence 
of  the  burden  there  is  inequality 
of  the  slightest  possible  description,. 
Having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we- 
would  be  acting  rightly  in  effecting  this- 
reform,  I  believe  the  method  the  Govern- 
ment has  adopted  for  finding  the  money 
to  meet  the  deficiency  is,  on  the  whoH 
the  fairest  and  wisest,  and  I  hope  it  is. 
one  that  the  Committee  will  adhere  to. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.):  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  allowed  us,  in  a  very  frank  and. 
candid  way,  to  have  a  little  insight  into- 
the  minds  of  the  Government.  Having 
made  up  their  minds  to  make  this  grant 
to  the  clergy,  they  cast  about  to  see  what 
other  class  should  be  compelled  to  pay  it.. 
Anyone  who  has  anything  to  do  with 
financial  administration  knows  that  that 
is  a  difficult  problem.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  also  indicated  the  conclu«ioi> 
at  which  they  arrived.  They  thought 
they  had  discovered  a  method  of  doing  it 
which,  if  it  was  not  for  the  malignity  of 
gentlemen  who  sit  on  these  benches, . 
would  never  have  been  found  out.  But, 
unfortunately  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, even  if  we  had  held  our  tongues,  if 
we  had  been  compelled  to  hold  our 
tongues,  the  stones  on  his  own  side  rise 
up,  and  his  innocent  scheme  for  endowing 
t£e  clergy  and  charging  the  public  tax- 
payer has  been  discovered  in  the  cotirse 
of  two  nights'  debate.  Let  us  see  how 
he  proposes  to  justify  it.  First  of  aU,  he 
said,  "  I  have  spread  it  widely."  Yes, , 
but  when  you  spread  a  charge  widely  it 
does  not  justify  it  to  the  people  who  have 
to  pay.  It  is  the  most  extraordinary- 
financial  proposition  I  have  ever  heard  of. 
I  do  not  know  whether  intentionally  or 
aecidentally  he  fixed  the  figure  at  2|d.  h 
do  not  wish  any  discourtesv  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  I  should  say 
the  value  of  that  argument  is  very 
accurately  represented  by  the  figure  he 
selected.  He  has  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  dealing  with  this  question  as  a- 
rating  (|uestion  :  that  they  are  redressing 
inequality  of  rating.  Well,  you  would 
suppose  that  when  you  are  redressing , 
inequality  of  rating  you  would  deal  with . 
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*  it  upon  aoun^  rating  principles,  and  sound  | 
rating  principles  are  always  connected  | 
ivith  lo^  taxation  and  not  with  general 
ta^ration.     This  "  spreading "  argument  \ 
might  be  justified  if  it  was  for  a  national  \ 
■object,  but  at  any  time,  and  particularly  ] 
-at  this  mcHnent,  it  would  be  inconvenient 
to  put  forward  the  endowment  of  the 
clergy  as  a  national  object,  and  so  the 
Government  have  not  propounded  that 
idea ;  on  the  contrary,  they  say  they  are  | 
redressing  a  rating  grievance.    What  the  , 
Government  say  is,  "  While  we  are  going  j 
to  relieve  the  people  who  ought  not  to  \ 
pay  so  much,  we  are  not  going  to  put  the  | 
burden  upon  the  people  who  consequently  i 
pay  too  little.    That  would  be  dread*  I 
fully  unpopular.    Therefore  let  us  put  it  | 
■on  everybody  and  make  everybody  pay."  | 
I  think  it  will  be  discovered  that  that  is  | 
not  the  universal  opinion.     Everybody  j 
does  not  agree  with  that  view  of  the  i 
■subject,  and  I  have  never  heard  the  word  ' 
spreading"  applied  to  finance  without  I 
knowing    that    there    was  something 
«xtrem3y  unsound  at  the  bottom  of  the 
proposition.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seems   to  itna^ne  that  be  had  put 
us  in  a  great  dilemma  when  he  talked 
■about  the    incidence   of   rating,  and 
said   that   we  had  always  contended 
in  the  case  of  agricultural  rating  that  the 
rate  falls  upon  the  landlord.    So  it  does. 
Therefore,  says  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
you  must  make  the  same  admission  with 
respect  to  rating  in  towns.    If  he  would 
take  the  pains  to  read  a  very  instructive 
and  scientific  treatise  upon  rating  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  I  think  he 
would  find — it  is  many  years  since  I  read 
it — that  an  exact  distinction  is  drawn 
between  the  incidence  of  rating  in  the  two 
-cases,  that  in  the  case  of  agricultural 
rating  the  incidence  is  upon  the  landlord, 
whereas  in  the  case  of  rating  in  towns  the 
incidence  is  upon  the  occupier.    That  is 
■a  really  conclusive  answer  to  the  dilemma 
which  was  so  loudly  cheered  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite,  and  it  is  a  point  which 
seems  to  have  escaped  the  recollection  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.    The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  said  we  could  not 
put  the  burden  upon  taxation  generally, 
because  it  would  be  very  unfair  to  Scot 
land  and  Ireland  if  we  did  so.    That  is  a 
very  ingenious  argument  to  apply  to  the 
financial  scheme  of  this  Bill.    But  do  you 
suppose  that  that  argument  will  conceal 
from  Scotland  and  Ireland  that  they  are 
.to  contribute  towards  the  relief  given  to 
Sir  fmiiam  ffaramrt. 


:y  in  Eni^nd  ?  The  money  taken 
le  Local  Taxation  account  for  this 


the  clerj 
out  of  t 

purpose  has  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  general  taxpayers  quite  as  much  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland  as  in  Elngland,  and 
the  representation  that  this  is  not  a  tax 
on  Scotland  and  Ireland  is  financially  un- 
true. It  is  a  charge  upon  Scotland  and 
Ireland  exactly  as  it  is  a  charge  upon  Eng- 
land. Therefore  it  is  a  trumpery  device 
for  putting  a  charge  upon  the  general 
taxpayers  of  this  country  for  the  endow- 
ment of  a  particular  denomination  in 
England.  I  say  it  is  an  endowment  of  a 
particular  denomination  because  your  pre- 
tence that  it  is  a  rate-paying  reform  can- 
not be  defended  for  a  moment.  If  it  is  a 
rate-paying  reform  it  applies  to  all  titbe- 
owners. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  a.  j.  Balfour,  Manchester. 

E) :  Question. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  Doeo 
that  mean  the  closure  ? 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR:  Questiwi, 
question. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  I  will 
proceed  to  argue  the  question  if  you  like. 
I  say  this  is  to  be  defended,  if  it  is  defended 
at  all,  upon  a  rate-paying  principle.  Now. 
a  rate-paying  principle  nnist  apply  to  all 
sorts  of  property  ecjually,  and  therefore 
if  you  do  not  apply  it  to  all  sorts  of  pro- 
perty equally  you  must  have  some  par- 
ticular reasons  fornot  adopting  that  course. 
I  suppose  there  must  be  something  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  leader  of 
the  House  finds  it  difficult  to  answer,  and 
therefore  he  is  particularly  averse  from 
having  this  matter  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  country.    Well,  yon 
may  have  it  brought  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  or  you  may  not,  an 
you  choose.    You  will  not  prevent,  by 
cries  of  "Question,"  this  matter  from 
being  brought  before  the  consideration 
of  the  country,  anrl  you  may  depmd 
upon  it  the  country  will  cry  "  Question," 
i  and  that  they  will  know  that  the  question 
.  is  whether  you  are  throwing  the  burden 
I  of  this  endowment  upon  the  right  people 
I  or  upon  the  wrong  people.    Ofcourse  we 
I  are  obliged  at  this  stage  of  the  discussimi 
I  to  admit  that  3'ou  have  determined  to 
make  these  grants.     I  was  very  much 
surprised,  I  must  say,  at  that  part  of  the 
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speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Ham 
when  he  said  that  we  had  not  attempted 
to  deny  the  justice  of  the  claim.  Of 
course  we  cannot  do  it  now.  We  are 
arguing  as  ffu-  as  we  are  permitted  to  do 
in  the  few  hoven  that  have  been  allowed 
to  us  in  this  Committee   j 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  :  There  was  no  I 
closure  on  the  Second  Reading.  I 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAR(X)URT :  I  am  i 
endeavouring  to  point  out  what  our  view  J 
is.  We  say  there  has  been  no  injustice,  | 
and  that  the  clergyman  only  paid  what  he  ' 
knew  beforehand  he  would  have  to  pay.  i 
The  hon.  Member  compared  the  cue  of 
the  clergyman  to  that  of  a  civil  servant, ! 
but  no  rating  question  arises  on  the  salary  , 
of  a  civil  servant.  The  proposal  of  the 
Bill  has  been  put  upon  the  ground  of  it ' 
being  a  rating  question,  and  tbe  question  j 
of  the  rate,  of  course,  is  the  question  at  \ 
issue,  and  the  method  in  which  we  ought 
to  meet  the  deficiency  caused  is  a  rating 
question.  That  is  really  what  we  have 
to  consider.  The  argument  used  by 
the  hon.  Member  was  that  we  had 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  meet- 
ing the  deficiency  by  the  ratepaj^ers 
of  the  locality  as  a  rating  question. 
I  entirely  agree  with  him.  Do  not  let  it 
be  said  that  it  is  we  who  desire  to  in- 
orease  the  rates  of  the  existing  ratepayer. 
We  deny  the  justice  of  the  claim  alto- 
gether, and  we  refuse  to  be  trapped  into 
any  such  dilemma  as  that.  Our  case  is 
this — that  there  is  not  and  never  has  been 
any  injustice  in  this  rate,  that  it  has 
been  always  founded  upon  sound  prin- 
ciples of  rating,  and  that  there  is  no  more 
reason  for  throwing  the  burden  upon  the 
otW  ratepayers  tl^  there  is  for  spread- 
ing it  over  the  whole  of  the  taxpayers  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  But  take  your 
position.  You  choose  to  found  your- 
selves upon  the  injustice  of  the  existing 
rating  system,  of  which  you  have  given  no 
evidence  whatever,  and  the  method  you 
have  adopted  is  one  which  we  say  is  un- 
just. I  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  the  injustice  of  a  rate  or  tax  is 
not  to  be  measured  by  the  amount,  and 
'ther^ore  I  say  that  all  these  twopenny- 
halfpenny  conclusions  are  really  beside 
the  question  altogether.  The  right  hon. 
.Gentleman  said,  "Oh  !  London,  after  all, 
will  only  pay  £19,000.  Well,  what  is 
that  to  London  t "  Very  true.  My 
iion.  friend  behind  me  was  good  enough 
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to  derive  an  illustration  from  the  county  ■ 
I  have  the  honour  to  represent,  which 
will  enjoy  a  nwcies  of  equilibrium  under 
the  BuL     That  is  not  an  equilibrium 
which  will  be  appreciated  by  my  ctmsti- 
tuents.     If  he  supposes  that  the  rate- 
payers of  Monmouthshire  will  be  satisfied 
with  an  equilibrium  which   consists  in 
their  paying  a  certain  number  of  hundreds  < 
of  pounds  in  order  to  endow  the  clergy- 
men of  the  Established  Church  in  that 
county,  he  is  very  much  mistaken  in  the 
opinion  of  that  population,  and  if  he  knew 
as  much  of  Wales  as  I  do  be  would  find 
that  that  is  a  very  general  sentiment. 
We  are  told  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
that  if  he  had  been  going  to  reform  the 
general  system  of  local  taxation — of  local 
rating — he  would  never  have  adopted  the 
proposals  in  this  Bill.     Yes ;  but  what 
has  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Hox- 
ton,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Commission 
which  is  to  consider  this  question,  told 
you  t   He  has  told  you  that  what  you 
have  done  in  the  Agricultural  Rates  Act 
has  raised  an  almost  insuperable  obstacle 
to  anything  like  a  wise  and  general  and 
just  reform  of  the  system  of  local  taxft' 
tion,  and  that  you  were  adding  in  this 
ffill  another  obstacle,  although  you  are 
talking   of    it    as   a  mere  temporary 
measure.     Right    hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
[  positc     spoke     of     the  Agricultural 
j  Rates  Act  as  a  mere  temporary  measure, 
I  but  they  do  not  intend  it  to  be  merely 
I  temporary.    As  long  as  they  have  the 
;  power  they  will  take  care  to  keep  it,  and 
j  the  gentlemen  who  represent  the  clergy, 
I  who  are  getdng  this  grant  upon  what  I 
I  must  call  a  vicious  system  of  local  rating, 
I  do  not  intend  it  to  be  a  temporary 
I  measure.    My  hon.  friend  the  Member 
!  for  Hoxton  says  the  Commission  has 
j  found  it  impossible  to  deal  with  them  on 
I  the  basis  of  temporary  measures.  What, 
j  then,  are  you  doing  1     You  are  abso- 
j  lutely  destroying  ail   hopes  from  that 
Commission  of  any  outcome  of  a  general 
reform  of  local  taxation  which  shall  do 
justice  to  the  urban  pcnpulation  of  this 
country.    The  Prime  Minister  said  the 
other  day  that  there  are  a  great  many 
Commissions  which  will  never  have  any 
result  at  all.    He  did  not  tell  us  whieli 
Commission  he  meant,  but  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  Commission  which  is  in- 
tended to  give  the  same  benefits  to  the 
towns  which  you  have  given  to  these  two 
favoured  classes  of  the  community  is  one 
of  those  Commissions  which  I  do  not 
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think  tho  Prime  Minister  intends  to  give 
any  effect  to.  It  seems  to  me  that  ^at 
you  are  doing  by  what  is  called 
piecemeal  legislation  is  to  violate  the 
whole  principles  on  which  ratinjg 
finance  ought  to  rest.  Bating  finance  is 
not,  and  ought  not  ever  to  be,  piecemeiJ ; 
it  ought  to  represent  the  whole  of  the 
community  to  which  it  is  charged  ;  and  to 
pick  out  two  classes,  begin  with  them, 
and  say,  "  Oh !  we  will  consider  the  in- 
terests of  the  other  classes  afterwards," 
is  a  thoroughly  vicious  system  of  finance. 
We  know  what  is  going  to  happen.  You 
have  got  money  under  the  Agricultural 
Kates  Act,  and  you  have  done  nothing 
since.  You  are  going  to  get  this  money 
for  the  Church,  and  what  will  then 
happen  1  Nothing  at  alL  The  Commis- 
sion, practically  speaking,  will  be  paralysed 
by  the  steps  you  have  taken  in  these  two 
matters.  The  towns  will  never  get  the 
justice  from  the  Commission  which  they 
ought  to  have  received  had  the  question 
been  tackled  properly.  Anything  more 
dangerous  forthe  interests  of  this  country 
than  to  introduce  a  number  of  unsound 
principles  in  dealing  with  local  taxation 
.  and  rating  cannot  be  conceived.  Your 
general  public  expenditure  is  growing  at 
a  very  dangerous  rate.  And,  what  is 
equally  dangerous,  perhaps  more  dange- 
rous— you  are  introducing  false  principles 
in  a  Bating  Bill. 

Commander  BETHELL  (York  E.R., 
Holderness) :  Question. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  It  is 
the  question.  I  am  waiting  for  the  Chair- 
man to  call  me  to  order. 

CoUMAMDER  BETHELL:  I  have  a 
right  to  call  "Question." 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  Well,  let 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  continue  to 
call  "  Question."  I  may  remind  the  hon. 
Member  also  that  he  has  got  the  right  to 
move  the  closure,  and  I  would  suggest 
to  him  that  that  course  is  perhaps  more 
courteous  and  more  conclusive.  It  will 
save  me  trouble,  because  I  shall  no  longer 
be  interrupted.  This  is  a  financial 
Amendment  dealing  with  the  whole 
financial  proposals  of  the  BiU,  and 
when  I  call  attention  to  the  danger  of 
introducing  false  principles  into  the  sys- 
tem of  rating  in  the  country,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  calls  "Question."  Fro- 
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bably  his  feeling  is  that  it  is  rather 
dangerous. 

Commander  BETHELL ;  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man addressing  himself  to  the  Amend- 
ment ? 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  last  remarks 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  were  rather 
called  forth  by  the  interruption  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member. 

Sir  WILLUM  HARCOURT :  There 
is  no  Member  of  this  House  for  whom  I 
have  more  respect  than  I  have  for  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member,  but  on  a  finan- 
cial Amendment  financial  remarks  are  in 
order.  I  say  we  ought  to  be  more  careful 
in  dealing  with  the  finance  of  local  rating 
than  even  with  the  general  finances  of  the 
country,  and  in  my  opinion  these  proposals, 
are  extremely  injurious  to  the  principles 
of  local  finance  and  of  local  rating. 
I  need  not  labour  the  point,  because  it 
has  been  agreed  to  very  fairly  and 
frankly  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
also  said  that  the  proper  method  of 
dealing  with  this  matter  is  by  way  of 
assessment,  and  I  entirely  a^ee.  One  of 
the  greatest  contiplainta  against  the  finan- 
cial operations  of  the  Bill  is  that  it  does 
not  proceed  by  assessment.  I  do  not 
quite  appreciate  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man's  distinction  between  the  principle  of 
deduction  and  the  principle  of  assessment. 
Assessment  depends  very  much  on  deduc- 
tion. You  assess  one  class  of  property 
more  and  another  less  according  as  there 
are  greater  or  fewer  deductions  to  be 
made.  Therefore  they  are  the  same 
thin^,  and  I  say  the  import  of  the  Com- 
mission pointed  directly  to  assMsmmt 
and  deduction.  I  agree  with  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  have  spoken  on  both  sidra  thai 
the  financial  principle  of  this  Bill  is  ao 
unsound  principle,  and  I  give  my  hearty 
support  to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bow  and  Bromley,  which  he 
moved  in  such  an  able  uid  lucid 
manner. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  exception  U> 
a  modest  interruption  I  made  during  hM 
speech,  and  which  I  assure  him  was  not 
intended  in  an^  spirit  of  discourtesy. 
But  the  masterpiece  he  delivered  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  ought  not^  I 
think,  to  be  too  often  touched  up^  It 
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■was  excellent  in  its  original  form,  and  it ' 
was  an  enjoyment  to  listen  to  it  for  the 
first  time,  but  by  constant  repetition 
«ven  the  most  excellent  things  lose  some 
of  their  savour.  The  tight  hon.  Gentle- ; 
man  has  advanced  outside  the  arguments 
brought  forward  very  ably  by  my  two  hon. 
friends  the  astounding  proposition  that 
the  fund  on  which  we  are  drawing  is  a ' 
fund  belonging  not  to  the  English  rate- 
payers, but  to  the  general  taxpayers  of 
the  country.  That  is  really  a  most 
extravagant  proposition.  If  we  do  not 
pass  this  Bill  in  its  present  form,  will  the 
taxpayers  of  Ireland  or  Scotland  have  a 
penny  more  in  their  pocket  than  they 
have  now  t  It  is  perfectly  true  that  the 
London  ratepayer  will  lose  one-eighth  of 
a  penny  in  the  £  if  the  Bill  is  passed 
in  Its  present  form.  But,  if  the  Amend- 
ment were  carried  and  the  Bill  were 
not  passed  in  its  present  form,  while 
the  London  ratepayer  would  gain  one- 
eighth  of  a  penny  in  the  £,  the  Irish  and 
Scotch  ratepayer  and  taxpayer  would  be 
neither  better  nor  worse  off  than  now. 
That  is  really  indisputable,  and  therefore 
it  is  an  extravagant  paradox  to  say  that 
this  Bill  throws  any  burden  on  Scotland 
or  Ireland. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  said 
that  either  the  money  is  wanted  or  it  is 
not.  If  you  make  this  charge  it  is  neces- 
sary to  raise  the  money  from  the  general 
taxpayer. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  do  not 
know  much  of  the  future  programme  of 
the  Party  opposite,  but  if  part  of  that 
programme  is  a  Bill  interfering  with  the 
contribution  of  the  general  taxpayer  to 
the  Local  Taxation  Account  there  is  some 
point  in  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
«ays.    But  we  on  this  side  have  no  such 
intention,  and  we  do  not  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has.     Anything  drawn 
from  the  Local  Taxation  Account  falls  on 
the  English  ratepayer,  and  upon  him  j 
alone.   The  real  i^uestion  is  not  the  ex- ; 
travagant  proposition  of  the  right  hon.  I 
Gentleman,  but  the  more  modest  proposi- , 
tion  of  the  mover  of  the  Amendment.  , 
That  proptMition  can  be  put  in  the  com- 
pass of  a  sentence  :  Is  it,  or  is  it  not,  in  | 
conformity  with  sound  principle  that  the  , 
ratepayers  throughout  the  country  should  \ 
be  asked  to  contribute  to  the  removal  of ' 
rating  injiMtices,  even  if,  according  to  ' 
«trict  arithmetic,  some  will  pay  more  in 
carrying  out  the  object  than  they  woxUd  { 
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gain  by  the  object  being  carried  out?  That 
is  the  question  in  a  nutshell.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  answering  that  in  the  affirma- 
tive. Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  talkasif  the 
existing  system  of  rating  in  this  country 
were  so  nicely  adjusted  to  the  equities  of 
the  case  that  it  shoald  not  be  interfered 
with.  I  say  that  the  existing  system  is 
not  only  unjust  in  a  manner  which  may 
be  remedied  by  some  general  scheme, 
but  that  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case 
you  cannot  devise  a  system  by  which 
every  member  of  the  community  shall  pay 
precisely  according  to  hid  means  towards 
general  objects  in  which  the  community 
are  interested.  The  present  system  makes 
no  pretence  to  carry  that  out  with  arith- 
metical accuracy.  The  trifling  inequity 
introducedbytheGovernment  is  practically 
insignificant  measured  by  the  inequities 
under  which  we  all  sit  down.  Take,  for 
example,  the  contribution  of  personalty 
to  rating  objects.  I  believe  no  one  who 
has  studied  the  history  of  rating  or  the 
equities  of  ratine,  but  does  not  think  that 
personalty  ought  to  contribute  more 
largely.  Personalty  <loe3  contribute  now 
under  an  exchequer  contribution,  and  so 
far  as  that  contribution  goes  something  is 
done  towards  meeting  the  equities  of  the 
case.  But  consider  the  anomaly  of  that 
contribution.  Under  the  Act  of  Elizabeth 
the  dwellers  in  each  area  were  to  contri- 
bute towards  local  objects  in  that  area. 
That  is  not  done  by  the  Exchequer  contri- 
bution of  personalty.  We  all  admit  that 
that  is  anomalous,  but  we  say  it  is  better 
that  personalty  should  contribute  in  an 
inequitable,  slip-shod  fashion  than  that  it 
shoidd  escape  altogether.  No  more  per- 
fect system  has  e^'er  yet  been  suggested. 
Take  the  existing  system  of  rating  in 
Lancashire.  My  hon.  friend  who  moved 
the  Amendment  is  very  keenly  alive  to 
the  anomaly  that  Lancashire  should  have 
to  pay  jei9,000  and  only  receive  jE1,000 
or  £900.  But  the  whole  syst^ 
of  equalisation  of  rates  is  the 
roughest  approximation  to  justice.  It  is 
difficult  to  say  why  St.  George's-in-the- 
West  should  contribute  the  exact  amount 
it  does  to  local  purposes  in  St.  George's- 
in-the-t^t,  and  if  it  contributes  to  St. 
George's-in-the-East  why  not  to  West  Ham  ? 
You  cannot  lay  down  a  rule  which  justifies 
an  anomaly  like  that.  All  we  can  say  is 
that  it  is  impossible  to  adjust  the  exact 
burden  in  these  rating  questions  so  that 
no  one  pays  more  ^an  be  is  justified 
towards  general  purposes.  I  believe  that 
Y 
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London  at  this  moment  gets  in  contri- 
butions for  her  parks  alone  from  the 
national  Exchequer  twice  as  much  and 
more  than  twice  as  much  as  the  £19,000, 
the  amount  of  her  contributions  under 
this  Bill.  I  make  no  complaint  of  that. 
I  believe  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  does  not  complain  of  it,  because 
he  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
during  many  of  the  years  in  which  it  has 
been  carried  out.  The  justification  is,  I 
suppose,  that  persons  in  Northmuberland 
ana  Durham  can  enjoy  Hyde  Park  just 
as  much  as  people  li\'ing  within  a  few 
yards  of  it.  I  do  not  quarrel  with  that, 
but  it  is  very  difficult  to  define 
in  strict  argument.  Take  again  the 
case  of  the  payment  of  rates  on 
Government  buildings.  London  gets  an 
immense  amount  of  general  taxation  in 
that  way.  It  may  be  said  that  that  is 
national,  and  that  therefore  the  nation 
ought  to  pay;  but  you  cannot  adjust 
these  things  with  absolute  arithmetical 
accuracy.  The  truth  is,  we  are  bound  to 
approach  these  questions,  not  merely  as 
arithmeticians,  but  as  statesmen  who  have 
got  to  deal  with  practical  problems.  My 
right  hon.  friend  near  me  was  absolutely 
accurate  in  saying  that  in  dealing  with 
this  question  of  rating  the  Government  is 
amply  justified  in  drawing  upon  this 
fund,  and  in  using  it  in  no  sense  of  hard- 
ship, and  in  no  sense  whatever  of  personal 
inconvenience.  It  is  the.  only  way  to 
deal  with  rating  questions.  In  the  future 
I  believe  we  shall  have  other  rating 
problems,  and  when  the  Government  of 
the  day  draws  on  this  fund  it  may  involve 
a  contribution  favourable  to  London  and 
against  the  rural  districts.  I  ^vill  not 
object  to  that,  nothwithstanding  sonie 
inequity  which  is  inevitable.  But  if  you 
draw  only  the  precise  amount  which  the 
multiplication  table  says  you  should,  you 
will  never  be  able  to  solve  these  great 
practical  problems  which  at  present  con- 
front us.  I  frankly  admit  that  if  this  were 
not  a  national  question,  or  a  question 
affecting  the  whole  of  England,  we  ought 
not  to  draw  upon  a  fund  which  the  whole 
of  England  enjoys  in  order  to  solve 
it.  But  I  assert  that  rating  questions 
are  emphatically  national.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  very  unfairly  stated  that  this 
money  is  to  be  taken  from  London  to  be 
given  to  the  clergy.  It  is  not  to  be  taken 
from  London  to  be  ;given  to  the  clergy, 
but  to  bo  given  to  a  certain  class  of  rural 
ratepayers.    May  I .  respectfully  remind 
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the  Committee  what  the  Amendment  be- 
fore us  is  t  It  is  to  leave  out  all  the 
machinery,  for  paying  the  money,  while  it 
does  remove  an  injustice  from  the  clergy^ 
so  that  if  the  first  part  stands  and  the 
second  is  abolished,  as  proposed  by  the 
Amendment,  the  result  will  be  that  an 
additional  burden  will  be  put  on  rural 
ratepayers,  and  to  a  less  degree  on  Lon- 
don ratepayers.  The  Government  think, 
that  in  orctor  to  carry  out  a  rating  reform. 
of  this  kind  it  is  perfectly  fair  to  come  on 
this  fund.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  suggested  that  we  are  doing  any- 
thing worse  than  was  done  by  himself  in 
the  case  of  swine  fever.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  justified  in  what  he  did  iu 
that  matter.  The  House  unanimously 
thought  that  though  it  could  not  h& 
maintained  that  every  part  of  the  country 
was  equally  interested  in  swine  fever^  it 
was  nevertheless  fair  that  the  whole  of 
the  country  should  pay  for  swine  fever. 
Although  the  whole  of  the  countiy  is  not 
equally  interested  in  the  removal  of  this 
rating  grievance,  the  whole  country  is- 
interested  in  it  as  it  is  a  matter  of  general 
justice,  and  it  is  fair  that  a  general  fund 
should  be  called  upon.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances I  contend  that  the  course  the 
Government  have  pursued  is  one  in 
conformity  with  the  general  interest,  and 
in  conformity,  therefore,  with  sound 
policy,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  pos- 
sible in  the  future  to  effect  any  great  re- 
adjustment of  local  taxation  without  again 
having  recourse  to  the  growing  produce 
of  this  great  contribution  to  rating.  I 
hope,  if  the  Committee  divides  on  this 
question,  it  will  emphatically  support  the 
Government.  It  is  natural  and  legitimate 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who  dislike 
the  whole  Bill  should  vote  for  an  Amend- 
ment which  would  destroy  the  Bill, 
whether  they  think  my  argument  good 
or  bad  ;  but  I  appeal  to  those  on  my  own 
aide  who,  as  practical  statesmen,  have 
said  they  do  not  object  to  the  Bill  in  it» 
main  principles,  who  have  told  us  they 
regard  the  present  rating  of  the  clergy  as 
grossly  unjust,  to  emphatically  support 
the  Government  in  the  course  they  now 
propose,  inasmuch  as  the  grievance,  the 
reality  of  which  they  admit,  can  be  reme- 
died by  the  method  su^ested  and  by  no 
other  method.  That  is  the  plain  alter- 
native, and  I  am  convinced  my  hon. 
friends  will  see  that  we  are  justified  in  the 
course  we  are  pursuing,  and  that  they  wiU 
give  us  their  supptvt. 
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Mb.  ELLIS  J.  GRIFFITHS  (Angle- 
sey) ;  The  Leader  of  the  House  made  a  very 
pathetic  appeal  to  those  who  sat  behind 
him.    I  only  wish  that  he  had  been  able 
to  make  a  wider  appeal.    The  First  Lord 
was  very  merry  over  the  Second  Reading 
speech  of  the  right   hon.  Member  for 
West  Monmouth ;  but  I  think  his  refer- 
ences to  the  Second  Reading  have  become 
quite  as  numerous  as  those  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Monmouth.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  course 
of  his  speech,   said  from  time  to  time 
that  there  were  already  a  great  many 
anomalies  in  the  rating  system  of  the 
counttT.    On  that  we  are  all  agreed ; 
but  I  do  not  see  that  that  is  any  reason  for 
instituting  another.     The    numl>er  of 
anomalies  already  existing  is  rather  a 
reason  for  putting  an  end  to  them  all, 
than  for  introducing  a  new  one  altogether. 
The   right    hon.  Gentleman   said  the 
money  was  not  taken  from  London  and 
given  to  the  clergy.    I  think  that  is  an 
astounding  statement.     But  he  said  it 
was  given  to  the  rural  ratepayers.  I 
have  always  felt  that  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty  to  know  where  the 
money  was  to  come  from,  but  there  is  an 
equal  difficulty  in  knowing  who  is  going 
to  get  it.    When  the  rignt  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  the  money  is  not  going  to  the 
clergy,  but  to  the  rural  ratepayers,  surely 
that  is  only  a  trifling  with  words.  The 
money  is  going  just  where  the  Govern- 
ment intends  it  to  go,  namely,  to  the 
clerical    incumbent.      We    admit  on 
this   side   of   the    House   the  frank- 
ness   and    candour    of    the  speech 
of    the   right    hon.   Gentleman  this 
afternoon.    He  admits  that  in  many 
cases  inequalities  will  be  created  by  the 
Bill.    He  also  admits  it  will  do  very 
little  to  fill  the  vacuum  which  he  thinks 
ought  to  be  filled  in  a  particular  manner 
in  respect  to  the  amount.     The  point  we 
have  to  consider  is  very  simple,  namely, 
to  decide  where  the  money  is  to  come 
from.    The  Committee  has  decided  that 
half  of  these  rates  need  not  be  paid  by 
those  who  have  hitherto  pai(l  them.  The 
only  question  raised  by  the  Amendment, 
especially  in  the  form  the  Chairman  has 
put  it,  is  the  best  way  of  providing  the 
money.    In  order  to  decide  that,  we  have 
to  consider  various  funds  on  which  we 
might  draw.    I  think  the  natural  way  to 
provide  the  money  is  to  get  it  from  those 
people  who  utilise  the  services  of  the 
clergy,  namely,  their  congregations.  The^ 
ought  to  have  the  first  honour  and  privi- 
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lege  of  making  up  the  deficit.    If  they 
will  not  do  it  I  should  call  on  the  com- 
municants of  the  parish,  who  ought  to  be 
only  too  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  sup- 
porting their  clergy  in  times  of  distress. 
If  they  will  not  do  it,  there  is  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Commissioners,  a  wealthy  body,  with 
an  income  of  hundreds  of  thousands  a  year. 
They  might  be  called  upon  to  pay  half 
the  rates  of  the  clergy.    It  appears  that 
the  Committee  has  decided  that  there  are 
only  two  alternatives — to  pay  this  money 
from  either  a  local  fund  or  a  central  fund. 
The  Minister  of  Ag^cultiuv  has  practi- 
cally told  us  that  the  point  he  has  in  viev 
j  is  to  minimise  the  effects  of  the  BilL  fie 
I  wants  the  country  to  know  as  little  aa 
I  possible  as  to  who  pays  this  money.  He 
I  does  not  want  it  to  be  a  constant  source 
'  of  recollection  to  those  who  pay  tho 
I  money.    That  is  the  reiison  why  he  goes 
j  to  the  Local  Taxation  Account  fund,  for 
1  he  says,  a  man  who  occupies  a  £20  house 
[  will  only  pay  2^d.  per  year,  and  who  cares 
'  for  2jd.  per  year  1    I  am  sure  that  if  the 
\  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  is  read, 
I  especially  the  subsidiary  Report  of  the 
I  hon.  Member  for  Stroud,  he  will  arrive 
[  at  the  conclusion  that,  if  deductions  have 
I  anything  to  do  with  this  matter,  it  is  the 
'  local  ratepayers  that  ought  to  be  paid. 
\  Whatever  way  you  look  at  it,  I  submit 
I  that  a  central  fund  ought  not  to  be  drawn 
upon  to  pay  the  deficit,  but  that  the  com- 
]  munity  served  by  the  clergyman  should 
pay  it.    The  mode  provided  for  in  the 
I  Bill  is  not  a  right  or  just  mode^  and  I 
shall  be  happy  to  support  the  Amend- 
I  ment. 

!    ♦Mr.    MENDL    (Plymouth) :  The 
'  Amendment  which  has  bten  moved  by  the 
,  hon.  Member  for  Bow  and  Bromley  is  one 
'  which  goes  to  the  root  of  this  question  so 
I  far  as  hon.  Members  representing  borough 
'  constituencies  are  concerned,  and  it  is  in 
{ that  capacity  that  I   support  it  veigr 
;  warmly.    The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasniy 
'  attempted  to  justify  the  opposition  of  the 
I  Government  to  this  Amendment,  as  far 
as  I  understood  him,  upon  the  ground 
I  that  peiwnalty    does    not  contribute 
I  towards  local  rates,  and  that  this  was  a 
rough-and-ready  way  of  making  personalty 
do  so.    It  is  a  very  rough  and,  it  may 
be,  a  very  ready  way,  but  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  have  that  effect  in  the 
smallest  degree.  All  that  the  Government 
have  done  is  to  take  a  sum  of  money  and 
shovel  it  over  to  a  class  of  people  whom 
they  say  have  beeu^iii8idl^:v]^Q6|fi|ws 
y  2  ^ 


•23  Tithe  Rent-Charge  {COMMONS} 


{Bates)  BUI 


624 


irrespective  altogether  of  the  condition  of 
the  recipients,  for  it  is  quite  obvious  that 
those  who  want  the  most  will  receive  the 
feast,  and  vUe  verm.  So  far  as  regards  the 
■ource  f  nHD  which  the  Uovemmentaregoing 
to  obtain  the  money,  they  are,  under  this 
Bill,  going  to  make  all  the  ratepayers  pay. 
J  suppose  even  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Ihe  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
"Till  no  longer  contend  that  nobody  pays 
this  money  because  it  comes  out  of  the 
Local  Taxation  Account.  But  the  rate- 
payers who  will  feel  the  call  most  are  the 
urban  ratepayers,  who  are  already  more 
highly  rated  than  any  other  class.  That, 
I  think,  is  the  reason  why  every  borough 
Member  in  this  House  ought  to  join  m 
protesting  against  this  policy.  I  very 
much  regret  that  we  have  not  heard  pro- 
testa  from  a  larger  number  of  borough 
Members  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  I  do  not  suggest  that  they  should 
follow  the  example  ofmy  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Stockport,  for  it  is  not 
everybody  who  has  the  courage  to  speak 
out  as  my  hon.  friend  did,  but  it  would 
have  been  very  useful  indeed  if  some  more 
borough  Members,  and  especially  London 
ihlembers,  had  made  their  protests  felt  in 
legard  to  this  matter.  Because,  after  all, 
vhat  is  the  whole  principle  of  rating  1 
llating  is  a  local  charge  for  a  local  purpose. 
One  hon.  Member  on  the  other  side  yester- 
day, or  Monday,  putthe  case  extremely  well. 
He  said  when  you  contend  that  a  certain 
«lass  of  ratepayers  have  hitherto  been  over- 
rated it  naturally  follows  that  a  large 
number  of  ratepayers  ha\'e  been  under- 
nted ;  and  therefore  it  is  surely  right 
and  proper  that  those  who  have  been  pay- 
ing too  little  should  make  up  the 
deficiency  which  is  caused  by  those  who 
have  been  paying  too  much.  I  suppose  it 
IS  not  suggested  that  as  bet«*een  the  urban 
ntepayer  and  therural  ratepayer  the  urban 
i»tepayer  pays  too  little  and  the  rural  rate- 

?iyer  too  much,  for  the  opposite  is  the  case, 
he  proposal  of  the  Government  is,  to 
my  mind,  one  more  instance,  if  instance 
were  wanted,  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  towns 
to  the  coimtry,  and  of  the  urban  rate- 
payer to  the  rural  ratepayer.  It  is  an 
•xtension  of  the  vicious  principle  which 
was  carried  out  in  the  Agncultural  Bating 
Act,  and  as  a'borough  Member  I  heartily 
support  the  Amendment. 

•Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  on  this 
Amendment,  not  from  the  point  of  view 
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of  a  borough  Member,  but  from  the  point 
of  \iew  of  a  county  Member.  I  should 
like  to  remind  the  Committee  that  there 
are  several  counties  in  England  where  t^e 
tithe  was  largely  got  rid  m  under  various 
Enclosure  Acts.  The  county  that  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent  has  got  rid  of 
five-sixths  of  the  tithe  under  such  Acts, 
and  therefore  the  sum  to  be  given 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  will  be 
comparatively  trivial.  It  is,  however, 
obvious  that  the  ratepayers  of  Northamp- 
tonshire will  be  mulctecl  somewhat  in  the 
same  way  as  the  ratep^ers  represented 
by  the  hoYi.  Member  for  Bow  and  Bromley 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Plymouth,  in 
order  to  pay  for  the  relief  of  the  rates  in 
other  districts.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
Amendment,  as  well  as  the  proposal  con- 
tained in  the  Bill,  is  open  to  very  serious 
objections.  The  hon.  Member  proposes 
to  shift  the  burden  from  the  general  body 
of  ratepayers  to  the  local  ratepayers. 
That,  of  course,  may  be  a  very  great  gain 
to  certain  districts,  but  in  other  districts 
it  would  certainly  mean  a  considerable 
loss.  I  myself  therefore  feel  some  hesita- 
tion in  supporting  this  Amendment, 
though  I  shall  vote  for  it  as  being  a  less 
grievous  form  of  injustice  than  the  propo- 
sal in  the  Bill.  The  proposal  now  before 
us  raises  the  whole  question  of  taxation. 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  had  abso- 
lutely no  case  made  out,  either  from  the 
distress  point  of  ■\iow  or  from  the  rating 
point  of  view,  of  the  claim  of  the  clergy- 
man. We  have  a  proposal  put  before  us 
which  is  absolutely  unique  in  ignoring  the 
elementary  facts  which  underlie  the  whole 
position  of  the  clergy  and  the  vast  wealth 
of  the  Church.  I  have  not  heard  in  the 
course  of  these  Debates  one  single  refer- 
ence to  the  fact  that  the  whole  fS  the  ^-ast 
ecclesiastical  revenues  were  exempted 
from  the  estate  and  succession  duties. 
There  is,  therefore,  already  a  vast  con- 
cession to  the  clerical  ratepayers  indirectly 
through  the  enormous  relief  from  Imperial 
taxation.  It  is  consequently  obvious 
that,  although  you  go  either  to  the  general 
taxpayer  or  to  the  general  ratepayer  in 
order  to  obtain  relief  for  any  of  the 
alleged  hardships  to  the  incumbents  who 
pay  rates  on  their  tithes,  you  should 
rather  ask  the  Church  to  deal  with  this 
question. 

*TUE  CHAIRMAN  :  Onier,  order !  I 
would  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  that 
this  question  does  not  arise  on  the 
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Amendment.  Even  if  the  Amendment 
were  carried,  the  question  cannot  be  con- 
sidered bv  the  Committee.  Mr.  Speaker 
has  already  ruled  that  that  is  altogether 
outside  the  Bill. 

•MR.CHANNING:  lamperfecUyavvare 
that  Mr.  Speaker  has  made  that  ruling, 
and  I  was  only  referring  to  the  matter  as 
an  illustration  of  my  contention  that  the 
claim  to  this  relief  was  not  justified,  be- 
cause of  the  vast  revenues  which  the 
Church  possesses  and  which  can  be 
drawn  upon  for  this  relief. 

*Thk  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
That  cannot  be  raised  on  this  Amend- 
ment. 

*Mr.CHANNING:  I  bow  most  respect- 
fully to  your  ruling,  Mr.  Lowther,  but  as 
one  who  has  listened  to  most  of  this 
Debate,  I  venture  to  say  that  it  has  been 
largely  composed  of  Second  Reading  con- 
siderations. The  Amendment  which  we 
are  asked  to  sanction,  preferable  as  it  is 
to  the  scheme  of  the  Bill,  will  impose  a 
very  heavy  fine  upon  those  whom  we  repre- 
sent, whether  we  represent  large  towns  or 
rural  districts,  and  I  wish  to  enter  my 
most  emphatic  protest  against  the  whole 
policy  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
I  have  again  and  again  appealed  to  Eon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  consider  this 
matter  purely  and  solely  on  the  ground 
of  justice.  I  now  proceed  to  make  the 
same  appeal  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  their  supporters  on  this  side, 
for  it  is  upon  the  ground  of  justice  that 
this  Amendment  must  be  considered.  I 
regret  very  much  to  hear  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  say  that  if  this  Amend- 
ment were  passed  it  would  spoil  the  Bill. 
That  is  a  misapprehension.  The  essence 
of  the  Bill  is  contained  in  the  words  that 
have  been  already  adopted,  and  if  there 
were  no  other  words  in  the  Bill  than 
those  that  are  already  in  it  the  injustice, 
so  far  as  the  cler^'  are  concerned,  would 
have  been  redressed.  The  question  that 
now  arises  is  simply  and  solely  the  ques- 
tion of  who  is  to  pay  the  money.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  propose,  in  effect, 
that  the  ratepayers  at  large  should  pay ; 
in  other  words  that  they  should  cease  to 
have  this  sum  of  £87,000  handed  over  to 
them  for  the  alleviation  of  the  rates. 
Now,  whence  is  that  money  derived  ?  It  is 
derived  from  the  duties  levied  on  the  per- 
sonal property  of  deceased  persons  umier 
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the  Finance  Act  of  1894.  Her  Majesty 'i 
Government  propose,  in  other  woitls,  te 
alleviate  the  admitted  wrong — admitted 
so  far  as  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  are  con- 
cerned— on  the  clergy  by  repaying  them 
an  amount  which  is  supposed  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  sum  proWded  by  personal  pro- 
perty at  death.  What  has  that  to  do 
with  the  alleviation  of  rating  ?  It  seems 
to  me  that  this  at  any  rate  is  not  the 
right  fund  to  take  it  from.  Moreover,  I 
have  another  objection  to  taking  it  from 
this  particular  fund.  It  is  the  creation  ol 
an  interception,  which  is  in  itself  a  finan- 
cial offence,  and  which  will  be  aggravated 
by  the  Bill.  What  is  the  claim  made  oa 
behalf  of  the  clergy  1  The  chiim  is  as 
distinct  as  possible.  It  has  never  varied, 
it  has  never  been  added  to  or  diminished. 
It  is,  that  certain  deductions  are  not  made 
in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the 
clergy  render  services  to  entitle  them 
to  their  emoluments.  It  is  a  perfectly 
good  and  just  claim.  And  what  is 
the  remedy  proposed  1  The  remedy  is 
that  a  deduction  should  be  made.  That 
the  Bill  does  in  a  rough  and  ready  way, 
which  I  shall  come  to  in  a  moment.  Wel^ 
the  remedy  of  deduction  is,  I  venture 
to  say,  the  right  remedy,  and  not  only  the 
right  remedy  but  the  oidy  remedy  which 
can  be  defended  on  the  ground  of  justice 
which  I  advance.  There  is  no  other  su^ 
gested  by  the  Commission.  The  Commis- 
sion suggested  generally  that  some  relief 
should  be  given.  The  only  specific  sug- 
gestion made  was  by  the  three  members  of 
the  Commission  who  really  understood  the 
subject,  and  their  remedy  was  the  remedy 
of  deduction.  Then  it  is  said,  "Yes,  but  if 
you  deduct  it  the  amount  will  have  to  be 
made  up  by  the  other  ratepayers."  Cer- 
tainly ;  and  why  not  1  Is  that  unjust  1 
What  is  the  allegation  1  The  allegation 
is  that  for  sixty  years  the  clergyman  ha^ 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  this 
necessary  and  just  deduction,  been  paying 
more  than  his  proper  share  of  the  rating 
and  consequently  the  other  ratepayers 
less.  Take  the  remedy  suggested  by  the 
three  learned  Members  of  the  Commis- 
sion, and  what  is  the  result  1  That  for 
the  first  time  since  1836  the  other  rate- 
payers would  begin  to  pay  their  just 
share.  A  grievance  on  the  part  of 
the  ratepayers  ^  For  sixty  years  they 
have  been  pajring  less  than  they  ought  to 
pay,  and  we  are  letting  them  off  all  those 
years.  All  we  ask  is  that  in  future  they 
shall  pay  their  just  share  of  the  whole  of 
I  the  rating  as  it  falls  on  the  area  in  which 
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they  live.  It  is  impossible  to  find  any 
^evance  upon  the  ratepayer  in  making 
Eim  now,  for  the  first  time,  pay  his 
proper  share  of  the  rate.  Has  any  Mem- 
ber of  this  House,  has  any  Member  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  pretended  that 
it  'vi  unjust  that  this  proper  charge  should 
fall  upon  the  ratepayers  \  Not  one.  It  is 
time  that  the  ratepayer  now  assumed  his 
fair  share  of  the  rate,  which  up  to  this  time 
he  has  not  borne,  and  which  the  clergy- 
man has  borne  instead.  Not  an  argu- 
ment has  been  addressed  to  the  House  to 
show  that  it  vould  be  unjust  to  place 
upon  the  ratepayer  his  proper  share  of  the 
burden.  There  is  no  doubt  that  such  a 
proposal  will  be  unpopular  with  the  rate- 
pavers;  but  theproposalof  theGovernment 
will  be  still  more  unpopular  with  a  larger 
body  of  the  taxpayers,  and  ey)ecially  the 
taxpayers  in  towns.  But  I  altogether 
reject  the  arguments  that  may  be  drawn 
from  popularity.  My  belief  is  that  Her 
Majest^'sGovernmentdesire  to  do  an  act  of 
justicem  ajust  manner.  The  wholequestion 
is,  on  whose  shoulders  shall  the  extra 
burden  be  placed  1  I  think  we  on  tliis 
side  of  the  House  are  well  disposed 
towards  the  Bill,  but  surely  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  not  going  to  impose  on 
us  the  iron  rule  of  accepting  the  particular 
method  put  forward  by  the  Government, 
without  allowing  us  to  suggest  an  altera- 
tion of  any  kind.  Surely  they  are  not 
going  to  deprive  us  of  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  or  ask  us  to  vote  at  the 
crack  of  the  party  whip.  The  Govern- 
ment speak  of  this  Bill  as  if  it  were  some- 
Uiing  sacred,  and  as  if  perdition  were  pro- 
nounced on  those  who  should  "  add  one 
word  to  this  prophecy  or  take  one  word 
from  it."  I  feci  constrained,  in  the 
interests  of  justice,  to  vote  for  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  M'KENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.) : 
I  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  I  can, 
to  get  an  insight  into  the  views  of 
justice  which  are  accepted  on  the  other 
side.  The  position  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  is  this — they  say  that  a  just  debt 
is  due  to  the  clergy  at  the  present  time, 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  pay  that  debt.  I  do 
not  agree  that  any  just  debt  is  due  to  the 
clergy ;  but  granting  for  the  moment 
that  the  intention  of  the  Government 
is  to  do  justice,  let  me  apply  their 
own  principles  to  this  Amendment. 
If  there  is  a  just  debt  dne  there  fu*e  j 
two  persons  to  be  taken  into  account —  I 
there  is  the  person  to  whom  the  debt  is  ' 
Mr,  Gibson  Bowfes. 


I  due,  and  there  is  the  person  by  whom_  it 
'  is  paid.  It  is  as  fully  a  matter  of  justice 
'  that  the  right  person  should  pay  the  debt 
j  as  that  the  person  whose  money  is  due 
,  should  receive  it.  There  has 
<  not  been  a  single  argument  put 
'  forward  in  the  course  of  the 
I  discussion  to  show  that  the  right  person 
j  will  pay  the  money  due  to  the  clei^ 
under  the  Bill  as  it  stands.  The  con- 
I  tention  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
i  has  been  this,  and  nothing  more — that 
our  present  system  of  local  taxation  is 
full  of  anomalies,  and  that  this  Bill  mar  be 
likewise  fui  anonialy,  but  it  is  only  adding 
one  more  to  the  numerous  anomalies  which 
exist  in  our  law.  Now,  what  would  be 
said  if  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
were  to  give  a  violent  blow  to  any  hon. 
Gentleman  in  this  House,  and  on  being 
remonstrated  with,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  were  to  say  '*  You  object  to  ray 
giving  you  a  violent  blow  on  the  head, 
but  there  is  not  a  Christian  or  a  civilised 
country  in  the  world  in  which  murders 
are  not  of  daily  occurrence  "  ?  Well,  that 
is  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  argument 
put  forward  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  in  support  of  the  Bill.  Can  it 
be  said  that  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bow  and  Bromley  is  not 
more  consistent  with  justice  than  the  Bill 
as  it  now  stands  1  It  cannot  be  disputed 
that  if  this  Bill  is  carried  we  shall  be 
putting  a  charge  on  persons  who  ought 
not  to  be  liable  to  pay  that  charge.  If 
the  clergy  have  been  unfairly  treated,  and 
it  is  not  desirable  to  leave  them  in  that 
position,  then  they  ought  to  be  paid  at 
the  expense  of  those  who  have  been 
wrongly  emoying  this  advantage  for  many 
years.  I  ask  hon.  Members  opposite, 
representing  large  towns,  if  it  is  fair, 
bearing  in  mind  the  financial  interests  of 
their  own  constituencies,  that  they  should, 
merely  at  the  crack  of  the  party  whip, 
allow  a  wrong  to  be  done  to  their  consti- 
tuents on  behalf  of  the  ratepayers  of 
certain  localities.  This  is  a  wrong  done 
between  one  private  individuu  and 
another,  and  unless  some  more  cogent 
argiiment  is  forthcoming,  if  they  vote 
against  this  Amendment,  I  am  convinced 
that  they  will  never  tie  able  to  explain 
how  it  is  that  they  are  willing  to  relieve 
ratepayers  of  this  burden  who  are  now 
getting  an  advantage  from  the  over  assess- 
ment of  the  clergy. 

♦Sir  j.  STIRLING-MAXWEI.L  (Glas- 
gow, College)  :  Although  I  myself  repre* 
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«ent  a  Scotch  constituency,  and  have  no  ' 
interest  financially,  either  direct  or  in-  | 
■direct,  in  the  subject  under  discussion,  i 
perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  speak  with  | 
all  the  more  freedom,  and  altogether  | 
without  prejudice,  on  this  subject.    It  1 
has  been  veiy  much  thrown  in  the  teeth  j 
of  those  defending  this  Amendment  that 
the  defence    comes  mainly  from   the  i 
Oppositi(»i,  and  I  admit  that  while  they  are  ; 
<^^oeed  to  this  BiU  on  principle,  their  views  ^ 
must  be  taken  as  an  expression  of  academic  | 
opinion,  not  altogether  free  from  a  sinister  : 
motive.  I  rise  to  support  the  Amendment  \ 
of  my  Hon.  friend,  and  I  do  so  because  it  ] 
seems  to  me,  as  the  Bill  now  stands,  to 
create  an  obvious  injustice,  although  it  is  i 
one  which  does  not  affect  the  portion  of  the 
•country  which  I  represent.  Nevertheless,  ' 
I  cannot,  as  a  Member  of  this  House, 
•allow  such  an  injustice  to  be  perpetrated  i 
without  making  a  protest  against  it.   It  | 
.seems  to  me  that  if  we  are  to  have  odious 
legislation  of  this  kind — and  I  think  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  will 
■all  admit  that  legislation  of  this  kind,  ' 
which  tends  to  alter  the  incidence  of  rates  , 
on  various  classes,  is  an  odious  kind  of  ^ 

■legislation — there  are  two  principles  which 
ought  to  guide  us.    The  first  one  is  that 
in  removing  one  injustice  we  should  take 
good  care  that  we  do  not  create  another 
injustice.    The  second  principle  is  that  if  \ 
we  remove  the  weight  of  local  taxation  | 
from  the  shoulders  of  one  class,  and , 
place    it    upon    the    shoulders  of 
another   class,  we    ought  to  take  care 
that    the    change     is    felt     not   only  i 
by   those   who  are   relieved,    but  also 
hy  those  who  will  have  to  bear  the  burden.  ; 
As  regards  the  first  of  these  principles,  a 
-case  has  been  made  out  which  has  never  ' 
been  answered  by   any   hon.   Member  i 
•defending  the  Bill,  and  which  obviously  , 
■cannot  be  answered.    It  has  been  shown 
that  in  the  extreme  case  of  London,  the  i 
'Cleigy  will  receive  only  £900  under  this  I 

'  Bill,  whilst  London  wiU  be  called  upon  to  | 

■-contribute  ^619,000.     The  right  hon. 
Oentleman  called  this  an  anomaly,  but  I  i 
prefer,  as  it  does  not  exist  now,  and  we  | 
are  making  the  change  for  the  first  time,  . 
to  call  it  by  a  plainer  name,  and  I  call  it ' 

•  an  injustice.  As  regards  the  second  point,  I 

■■  namely,  that  if  we  remove  taxation  from 
the  shoulders  of  one  class  we  ought  to 
take  care  that  the  chanse  is  felt  by  those 

'  who  will  have  to  bear  the  burden,  I  Mrish 
we  could  have  some  answer  from  someone 

-who  would  be  able  to  tell  us  why  it  is 
impossible   for   the   clergymen   in  a 


particular  area,  who  are  paying  too 
much  in  rates,  to  be  relieved  at  the  ex- 
pense of  those  in  that  particular  locality 
who  have  been  paying  too  little  1  I  fear 
that  the  only  answer  which  can  be  given 
is  the  one  which  was  given  with  consider- 
able frankness  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  that  is  that 
it  would  be  very  impolitic  to  those  who  are 
proposing  this  measure  to  allow  it  to  be 
worked  out  in  this  way.  I  do  not  propose 
to  go  further  into  the  details  of  this  Bill, 
but  as  regards  that  particular  question  as 
to  where  the  incidence  of  the  money  is  to 
fall,  I  should  like  to  say  that  the  subject 
is  not  one  of  great  difficulty.  I  should  like 
to  remind  the  Committee  that,  although 
the  main  principle  involved  does  enter 
into  the  region  of  very  abstruse,  difficulty 
and  debateable  questions,  the  particular 
point  before  the  House  at  this  moment 
is  one  of  almost  transparent  simplicity. 
The  House  has  now  decided  that  the  clemr 
are  to  be  relieved  of  half  the  rates  which 
they  pay  on  their  tithe  ;  in  other  words, 
they  are  to  be  assessed  on  half  the  amount 
at  which  they  are  at  present  assessed.  That 
being  so,  hon.  Members  who  wish  to  sup- 
port the  Government  proposal  will  have 
to  ask  themselves  if  it  is  right  that  people 
who  have  been  hitherto  escaping  this 
burden  should  now  be  relieved  of  the 
obligation  of  making  up  the  deficiency. 
For  these  reasons  I  must  plainly  say  that 
so  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  support  the  Third 
Reading  of  this  Bill  unless  the  Govern- 
ment are  able  to  give  way  on  this  point. 

Mr.  ABEL  THOMAS  (Carmarthen, 
E.):  The  effect  of  this  Amendment  will 
be  that  the  people  of  East  Carmarthen 
will  not  get  as  much  as  they  would 
do  if  this  Bill  was  carried  in  its  present 
form.  Nevertheless,  I  am  going  to  vote 
for  the  Amendment.  Everyone  knows 
that  since  the  year  1836  the  local  area  of 
taxation  has  varied  to  a  certain  extent, 
but  wherever  it  has  Ijeen  altered  in  a  par- 
ticular district  the  clergyman's  tithes 
have  been  rated  to  a  certain  amount.  I 
am  not  going  to  accept  the  proposition 
which  has  been  put  before  us  by  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House.  He  says  that  the  clergymen 
since  1836  have  been  xmfairly  rated,  but 
my  contention  is  if  there  is  any  injustice 
it  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  any- 
body outside  a  particular  area.  It  is  a 
question  of  the  rates  iti  that  particular 
area  and  nowhere  else,  and,  when  one  re- 
members that  the  effect  ^the  Amend- 
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ment  will  be  simply  this — that  relief  ! 
to  the  clergy  in  a  particular  area  must  be 
met  bythe  people  in  that  area  itself,  it  does 
seem  to  me  to  be  utterly  impossible  to 
conceive  of  any  other  reasonable  way  of 
meeting  the  difficulties  under  which  the 
clergyman  has  suffered  up  to  the  present 
time.  It  is  no  answer  for  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  say 
that  it  will  be  a  very  difficult  thing  to 
make  the  area  concerned  pay  the 
deficiency.  I  can  understand  that  in 
Norfolk,  where  the  farmer  has  to  make  up 
a  loss  of  £7,000,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man at  the  next  election  may  be  met 
with  a  ver}'  disagreeable  number  of 
electors  ;  and  the  same  argument  applies 
to  places  like  Essex,  where  everyone 
knows  that,  at  the  present  moment,  there 
are  many  farms  which  are  let  where  the 
farmer  has  positively  only  to  pay  the 
rates,  and  nothing  more.  I  understand 
that  if  justice  is  going  to  be  done  by  this 
Bill  the  fanner  and  the  landowner  will 
turn  round  against  the  Govemnient  and 
say  "  No,  after  this  monstrous  piece  of  in- 
justice we  won't  vote  for  anybody  who 
brings  in  Bills  of  this  kind."  That  is  the 
reason  this  injustice  is  being  perpetrated, 
and  I  ask  is  it  fair  to  the  farming  con- 
stituencies 1  Of  course  ever3'one  knows 
perfectly  well  that  the  people  who  are  to 
be  relieved  by  this  part  of  the  Bill  are 
those  living  in  the  rich  agricultural  coun- 
ties. If  they  are  poor  agricultural  coun- 
ties with  large  industries  and  containing 
large  manufacturing  districts  tbey  wiU 
lose  money  by  this  proposal  of  the 
Government.  If  on  the  other  hand  they 
are  rich  agiicultural  districts,  they  will 
gain  money  by  the  Bill  and  will  lose  it  by 
the  Amendment,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  Bill  — and  the  opposition  to  this 
Amendment — brings  us  back  to  the  old 
argument,  and  that  is,  back  up  the 
landlord  —  it  does  not  matter 
whether  it  is  the  landlord  or 
the  tenant  farmer  —  the  fanner 
and  the  clerg^'man  against  the  rest  of  the 
taxpayers  of  the  country.  I  cannot 
possibly  imagine,  when  it  is  said  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  that  this  is 
simply  an  act  of  justice  to  make  the 
rating  equal,  how  any  one  can  turn  round 
and  say  that  those  who  have  gained  by 
this  inequality  are  not  to  bear  the  burden, 
but  that  the  unfoitunate  labourer  in  the 
large  towns  shall  be  called  upon  to  pro- 
vide the  deficiency.  I  was  veiy  much  sur- 
prised to  heartbehon.  Member  lortheKirk- 

Jfr.  j4lel  Thcmas. 


dale  Di^-ision  opposing  this  Aiiiendment> 
and  I  doubt  very  much  whether  his  constit- 
uents will  take  that  view  of  the  matter.  I 
cannot  understand  howitcanbearguedthat 
towns  which  receive  no  benefit  at  all  are- 
to  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  larger  part 
of  the  amoimt  which  is  necessary  to  meet 
the  loss  which  will  be  suffered  by  certain 
areas  by  the  reduction  of  these  rates. 
This  is  an  act  of  injustice,  simply  because 
the  persons  who  ought  to  pay  are  not 
made  to  pay.  My  constituency  agree 
with  me  that  this  is  an  iniquitous  Bill^ 
and  they  are  satisfied  with  what  I  am. 
doing,  because  they  feel  that  if  there  is 
any  injustice  done  they  have  been  bene- 
fiting by  it,  and  they  ought  to  pay  for  it 
if  this  proposal  becomes  law  at  all.  I  do 
suggest  to  the  Government  that,  after 
they  have  been  preaching  about  justice 
throughout  all  the  stages  of  this  Bill, 
they  might  now  do  a  small  act  ol 
justice  at  the  end  without  any  fear  of  the 
consequences  at  the  next  election.  AVith 
the  Government  it  seems  to  be  the  General 
Election  and  nothing  else.  I  venture  t» 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill,  if  he  were  not  really 
afraid  of  that  result,  and  if  he  paid  atten- 
tion to  the  speeches  delivered  on  his  own 
side  of  the  House  as  well  as  those 
delivered  on  this  side,  would  admit  that 
this  Amendment  would  meet  the  justice 
of  the  case. 


Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester):  I 
feel  that  the  Government  have  some  cause 
of  complaint  against  the  mover  of  this 
Amendment,  for  while  I  agree  with 
every  argument  used  in  its  favour,  I  d» 
feel  that  he  did  not  conclude  the  whole  of 
the  work  which  he  took  in  hand.  The 
Government  has  proposed  to  take  certain 
money  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the 
clergy,  and  now  the  Member  for  Bow 

S reposes  to  cut  that  source  ofi",  but  he 
oes  not  provide  any  other  machinery  Ujr 
supplying  the  money.  Now,  if  he  is  in- 
clined to  accept  a  suggestion  from  so 
humble  a  person  as  myself,  I  would 
suggest  that  he  should  add  to  his  Amend- 
ment words  which  provide  that  the  money 
shall  be  found  by  volnntary  eontribution 
among  the  members  of  the  Ghureh  in 
their  various  parishes.  That  is  a  very 
simple  plan,  and  one  which  has  been  very 
efi'ective  among  the  Free  Churches,  aid 
surely  what  the  Free  Churches  can  do 
the  rich  established  Church  of  England 
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can  do  equally  well.    In  the  country  dis- 1 
tricta  the  richest  people  are  usually  mem-  I 
bers  of  the  Church,  whilst  in  the  case  of ' 
the  Dissenterti,  their  congregations  are ' 
mostly  composed  of  the  poorer  class  of  i 
the  community,  such  as  mechanics,  small  I 
shopkeepers,  and  agricultural  labourers. 
These  poor  people  find  all  the  money ' 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  their ' 
minister,  and  the  up-keep  of  the  manse 
uid  the  church,  as  well  as  the  money  for 
foreign  missions.    If  the  Dissenters  can 
do  this,  surely  the  rich  members  of  the 
Church  can  do  likewise.    It  is  a  perfectly 
simple  thing  to  insert  at  the  end  of  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon  Member  for  Bow 
a  provision  that  the  money  shall  be  found 
by  voluntary  contributions  among  the 
members  of  the  Church.    If  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  does 
not  understand  this  system,  and  is  not 
folly  acquainted  with  the  machinery  for 
the  <»llection  of  funds  for  Free  Churches, 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Louth 
will  give  him  a  little  instruction,  for  he  is 
engaged  in  raising  a  million  guineas  by 
free  contributions  for  the  religious  com- 
munity with  which   he  is  connected, 
namely,  the  Wesleyans.     During  the 
month  of  January,  tnis  year,  I  attended 
meetings  for  this  pui^se  in  all  parts 
of  

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  Will  the  hon. 
Member  reserv  e  that  part  of  his  speech 
to  such  time  as  there  is  an  Amendment 
concerning  that  body.  The  present  pro- 
posal is  that  the  ratepayers  should  be 
called  upon  to  meet  the  deficiency. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  :  I  was  humbly 
endeavouring  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Government  to  the  fact  that  this 
money  might  be  provided  by  voluntary 
oonbibutions,  and,  so  far,  it  seems  to  me 
that  I  am  assisting  the  Giovemment  out 
<rf  a  difficult  position.  They  are  now 
being  forsaken  oy  their  own  mends,  and 
I  observe  that  row  after  row  of  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  are  coming 
"Stockport  way"  to  this  side  of  the 
House.  X  suggest  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  accept  an  Amendment 
providing  that  this  money  shall  come 
xrom  a  voluntary  source,  then  I  think  he 
will  save  many  votes  on  his  own  side,  and 
he  will  place  many  of  us  on  this  nde  of 
the  House  in  considerable  difficulties. 
Although  I  am  not  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  I  am  a  contributor  to 
its  funds.     I  am  not  a  voluntary  sub- 


scriber, but  I  am  compelled  by  law  t»- 
subscribe,  and  in  other  respects  I  some- 
times give  a  voluntary  contribution— a 
small  one,  I  admit — to  go  side  by  side 
with  the  compulsory  contribution  which 
I  am  compelled  to  make.  I  think  many 
of  the  Church  people  themselves  would 
much  rather  that  they  should  makeup  this . 
deficiency  by  voluntary  process  than  that 
Parliament  should  be  called  upon  to  rob  ■ 
the  underpaid  labourers  of  the  country  by 
general  taxation.  It  appeared  to  me  that 
this  suggestion  might  have  been  of  suffi- 
cient value  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  their  present  difficulty  to  have  been 
accepted  by  them,  otherwise  I  should  not 
have  occupi£d  the  five  minutes  which  I 
have  occupied  on  this  important  question. 

Mr.  hartley  (Islington,  N.}:  I 
should  like  to  say  one  or  two  words  on 
this  Amendment,  first  as  a  London  Mem- 
ber, and  secondly  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  Church.  This  Amendment  touches 
a  very  thorny  question,  and  I  think  I 
must  agree  with  my  hon.  friend  who  has 
moved  this  Amendment.  The  whole  case 
for  this  Bill,  as  I  understand  it — and  it  is 
certainly  the  reason  why  I  strongly  sup- 
port it — ^is  that  it  is  based  upon  the  idea 
that  the  clergy  pay  too  large  a  sum  in 
local  taxation.  I  have  always  taken  that 
view.  Indeed,  I  was  not  a  very  enthusi- 
astic supporter  of  the  Agricultural  Rating 
Bill  when  it  was  before  this  House, 
because  I  felt  that  the  clergy  ought  to 
have  been  included  in  it.  I  have  always 
held  that  if  there  was  one  class  of  persona 
who  were  subjected  to  imjust  rating  it 
was  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England. 
This  Bill  has  been-  brought  in  from  the 
standpoint  that  the  clergy  have  been 
paying  too  much,  and  this  measure 
is  intended  to  set  that  injustice 
right.  Therefore,  I  cannot  see  any- 
logical  reason  against  the  Amendment  of ' 
my  hon.  Mend,  because  it  is  true  that 
the  clergy  have  been  paying  too  much. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  if  the  clergymen 
in  any  district  have  lieen  paying  too  ■ 
much,  then  it  follows  that  the  locality  has 
been  paying  too  little.  If  that  is  the  case 
then  the  obvious  cure  for  the  injustice  is 
to  put  it  right  by  calling  upon  the  locality 
to  pay  the  difference  out  of  its  revenue. 
Personally  I  am  not  afraid  of  doing  this, 
and  I  agree  that — I  will  not  say  it  is 
cowardly — it  is  rather  a  timid  way  of 
putting  the  injustice  right  by  saying  that 
you  are  taking  this  money  from  a  fund' 
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which  comes  from  nobody  mil  know 
«xactly  where.  I  do  strongly  urge  the 
Ooveniment  to  give  way  on  this  matter, 
for,  although  my  opinion  may  be  a  little 
biassed  by  the  unfair  way  in  which  the 
Bill  affects  London,  I  think  it  is  only  fair 
to  the  Church  itself  that  what  is  proposeo 
in  this  Amendment  should  be  done,  and; 
-  although  it  may  be  unpopular,  I  think  it 
is  the  right  step  to  take.  Therefore,  I 
shall  support  this  Amendment,  for  I  be- 
lieve that  in  the  long  run  the  GoTemment 
will  gain  rather  than  lose  by  adopting 
this  Amendment. 

*Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Mans- 
field, Nottinghamshire) ;  Early  in  these 
Debates  1  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
opposition  to  this  Bill  was  about  to  be 
met  by  a  conspiracy  of  silence ;  but  if 
that  idea  were  entertained  it  has  evi- 
dently failed.  I  do  not,  however,  think 
that  free  speech  has  improved  the  position 
of  either  this  Bill  or  the  Government  any 
more  than  silence,  for  we  have  had  some 
very  frajik  criticisms  on  the  part  of  hon. 
Oentlemen  opposite,  and  to-6a,y  there 
appear  on  the  Paper  three  notices  by 
staunch  supporters  of  the  Government  of 
an  announcement  which,  if  it  were  adopted, 
would,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  followed  by 
an  announcement  that  the  measure  would 
not  be  further  proceeded  with  by  the 
Government.  The  supporters  of  that 
Amendment  evidently  do  not  appreciate 
the  clever  device  of  the  President  of  the 
Agricultural  Board  for  finding  the  recjui- 
site  money  vithout  the  ratepayers  feeling 
it.  They  are  too  straightforward  for 
«uch  a  method,  and  prefer  pursuing  a 
strictly  logical  course.  ■  For  what  is  the 
present  state  of  the  case  1  It  is  alleged 
that  for  sixty  years  past  the  other  rate- 
payers have  Wen  saddling  the  clergy  with 
a  large  amount  which  they  >ught  to  have 
paid  themselves,  and  the  Government 
propose  that,  to  the  extent  of  one  half, 
the  clei;gy  shall  be  relieved.  What  is  the 
necessary  consequence  1  Is  it  that  the 
ratepayers  should  look  about  for  some 
■  other  body  on  whom  they  may  place  the 
burden,  instead  of  bearing  it  themselves  1 
Obviously  not ;  but  then  to  make  the 
ratepayers  themselves  find  the  required 
jnoney  would  be  to  bring  too  close  home 
to  the  ratepaying  mind  that  they  were 
being  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Estab- 
lished clergy.  Reference  has  been  made 
to  other  sources  from  which  the  needed 
funds  might  be  legitimately  obtained,  and 

Mr.  BartUy. 


among  them  is  a  resort  to  the  free-will 
offerings  of  the  congregations.  I  am, 
however,  afraid  that  that  is  at  present  a 
counsel  of  perfection  only ;  though  it  is 
what  the  Church  will  have  to  come  to 
presently.  Then  there  are  actuallv 
available  the  funds  in  the  hantfs 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  ;  but 
as  there  is  an  Amendment  containing 
that  proposal,  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not  be 
in  order  in  dealing  with  it  now.  I  only 
hope  I  may  have  the  chance  of  doing  so 
whe  that  Amendment  is  reached.  I 
wish  to  advert  to  the  extraordinanr 
position  in  which  the  Committee  is  placed 
by  the  action  of  the  Government  yester- 
day. While  it  has  been  resolved  that  haH 
the  rates  levied  on  the  clergy  shall  be 
remitted,  we  have  had  no  figures,  or  facte, 
to  justify  the  choice  of  that  rather  than 
another  amount.  The  arguments  used 
in  support  of  one-half  woiud  be  equally 

food  for  a  remission  of  the  whole  ;  for  if 
jthe  be  regarded  as  the  clei^yman's 
professional  income,  and  it  is  unjust  to  tax 
that,  then  it  is  as  unjust  to  tax  to  the 
extent  of  one-half  as  to  tax  it  to  the  full 
amount.  My  belief  is  that  that  view 
will  be  taken  by  the  clergy,  who  will  find 
the  proposed  remission  inadequate,  and 
therefore,  like  Oliver  Twist,  will  be  asking 
for  more.  Yes !  and  if  the  present 
Government'  remains  in  ofllice  I  believe 
they  will  get  it.  That,  however,  is  a 
contingency  with  which,  under  eidsting 
circumstances,  we  need  not^  I  think, 
afflict  ourselves. 

Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN  (Carmarthen, 
W.) :  The  most  crushing  replies  that  the 
Government  have  had  have  come  from 
Members  sitting  on  their  own  side  of  the 
House,  and  after  listening  to  the  speeches 
of  the  Member  for  the  College  Division  <rf 
Glasgow  and  the  Member  for  King's  Lynn, 
I  asked  myself  the  question  whether  it  was 
really  necessary  for  us  who  sit  on  this  side, 
and  who  are  opposed  to  the  Bill  root  and 
branch,  to  get  up  and  make  speeches  so 
as  to  shatter  the  Bill,  which  seems  to 
have  already  been  so  dealt  with  as  to 
convince  anybody  of  its  injustice.  There 
is  only  one  point  upon  which  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  Member  for  King's  Ljma 
He  said  that  we  who  opposed  the  Bill 
generally  opposed  it  b^use  we  wore 
I  influenced  by  feelings  of  animosity  to- 
wards the  clergy.  Nothing  could  be 
more  unfair  than  that.  It  is  perfectly 
true  that  we  object  to  an  EataUishea 
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Church,  but  it  is  very  seldom  there  is  any 
feeling  of  animosity  entertained  or  shown 
towaras  the  clergy  of  this  country.  We 
are  opposed  to  this  Bill,  not  on  that 
ground,  but  because  we  consider  that  the 
provisions  embodied  in  it  are  unfair  and 
unjust  to  the  people  of  the  country,  taken 
as  a  whole;  and  the  attitude  of  the 
Liberal  Party  has  always  been  an  attitude 
■of  opposition  towards  proposals  which  are 
put  forward  with  a  view  to  helpingone 
class  at  the  expense  of  another.  With 
regard  to  the  Amendment,  this  clause,  in 
ray  judgment,  consists  of  two  injustices. 
It  makes  this  allowance  to  a  limited 
■and  special  class,  and  a  class  who  are 
not  entitled  to  it.  There  is  no  other 
profession  in  the  country  than  the 
clerical  profession  where  a  member,  from 
the  very  moment  he  enters  it,  is  assured 
of  a  certsdn  income  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
How  are  you  going  to  assist  this  class  1 
Yoa  are  going  to  commit  one  injustice, 
and  in  order  to  support  that  you  are 
going  to  commit  another.  You  are 
making  the  people  pay  for  it  who  ought 
not.  There  has  been  no  serious  attempt 
to  prove  that  it  is  either  fair  or  just  that 
the  people  of  London  should  pay  £19,000 
a  year  under  this  Bill  and  only  get  £900 
back.  So  far  as  this  Amendment  is  con- 
cerned, the  case  has  only  to  be  stated  to 
show  that  the  proposals  of  the  Bill  are 
unfair  and  unjust,  and  I  hope  the  Division 
will  show  that  that  is  the  opinion  enter- 
tained by  a  very  large  number  of 
Members. 


House  that  this  grievunce  of  the  clergy  is 
not  a  thing  of  to-day.  It  does  not  merely 
affect  those  who  are  living  at  the  present 
time,  but  it  affects  those  of  past  genera- 
tions. Therefore,  if  you  are  going  to  have 
justice,  there  must  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, not  only  those  living  in  a  Par- 
liamentary rating  area,  but  also  those  of 
whom  they  are  the  descendants.  My 
argument  could  not  be  more-  strongly 
supported  than  by  the  instances  of  the 
constituencies  represented  by  the  hon. 
Members  for  West  Ham  and  Bow  and 
Bromley,  because  even  at  the  beginning 
of  this  century  what  are  now  vast  areas 
of  houses  were  open  agricultural  fields. 
Where  has  the  population  come  from  1  It 
has  not  grown  up  of  itself.  It  has  been 
drafted  in  from  the  country  districts. 
We  are  told  that  the  true  Londoner,  the 
cockney,  only  lasts  about  three  genera- 
tions, and  that  unless  London  was  con- 
stantly recruited  from  the  country  London 
would  dwindle  away.  If  we  are  to  have 
justice,  we  must  trace  back  all  thestt 
families.  What  would  that  mean  ?  The 
present  rating  organisation  would  be 
absolutely  useless.  But  unless  you  do 
that,  how  are  you  going  to  do  justice  1  If 
that  is  true  of  the  poor,  it  is  equally  true 
of  the  rich.  It  is  for  reasons  of  justice, 
and  because  this  Bill  is  only  a  temporary 
one,  not  a  permanent  reconstruction  of 
the  rating  system,  that  1  shall  record  a  most 
hearty  vote  against  this  Amendment. 

Question  put. 


Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton) :  I  be-  The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  257  ; 
Ueve  it  is  not  denied  in  any  part  of  the  Noes,  157.  (Division  List,  No.  244.) 
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Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  Geo.  Win.  (Reading) 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Northnmb.) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,SlrG.A.(Lanc8SW) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Drj'burgh 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durliam,  S.  E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
lioherts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stookton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Ca^iLJ.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soottar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditcb) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,Abel  (Carmarthen,E. ) 
Thomas,  Alf.  ((Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  A  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charlew  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thoe.  Courtenay  T. 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  Geo.  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts) 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,W.R.) 
Wilson  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Yonng,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 


Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Lionel  Holland  and  Sir 
John  Stirling-Maxwell 


The  next  Amendment  stood  in  the 
name  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Boberto  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.),  and  was  as  follows : — 

Clause  1,  page  1,  line  10,  to  lea^'e  out  from 
■**  revenue  "  to  end  of  clause. 

*Thb  chairman  :  I  would  ask,  be- 
fore the  hon.  Member  moves  his  Amend- 
ment, out  of  what  account  he  proposes 
that  the  money  should  be  paid  if  not  out 
«f  the  Local  Taxation  Account,  because  if 
it  is  paid  out  of  any  other  account  it  will 
require  a  Kesolution  to  be  moved. 

Mr.  J.  H.  ROBEBTS :  Would  it  not 
1)6  in  order  for  me  to  move  it  as  it  stands, 
Aod  leave  the  Government  at  a  later  stage 
to  propose  the  method  1 

•The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  proposal  of 
Oovemment  is  to  amend  the  Bill  oy  pay- 


ing the  amount  out  of  the  Local  Taxation 
Account ;  the  hon.  Member,  by  his 
Amendment,  natives  that,  and  suggests 
something  else. 

Mr.  J.  H.  ROBERTS:  Then  I  propose 
that  it  should  be  paid  out  of  the  Estate 

Duties. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  That,  would  require 
a  prelimimu7  resolution. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Upon  a 
point  of  order,  is  not  the  hon.  Gentleman 
quite  in  order  in  saying  that  it  should  be 
paid  out  of  that  part  of  the  Estate  Duties 
not  set  aside  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Local  Taxation  Account ;  that  would  not 
require  a  Resolution. 

""The  CHAIRMAN :  It  would  require  a 
resolution. 
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Mr.  WARNER :  The  :  Amendment  i 
which  I  have  down  is  to  prevent  an  injus- 
tice which  would  be  done  in  years  when  the 
contribution  from  the  Exchequer  falls 
below  the  present  year,  in  which  there  is 
a  surplus,  and  to  guard  against  the  fund 
which  is  now  set  aside  for  other  purposes 
being  encroached  upon.  The  Minister 
for  Agriculture  tells  us  that  no  injury  will 
be  done  to  the  ratepayers  by  this  KU, 
because  the  money  will  be  taken  from  the 
surplus  of  the  Local  Taxation  Account. 
But  it  is  quite  possible  that  that  fund  may 
fall,  in  bad  times,  below  the  amount  at 
which  it  stands  this  year,  and  the  object 
of  my  Amendmenl  is  to  guard  against 
money  now  devoted  to  technical  education 
and  other  purposes  being  taken  for  the 
relief  of  the  clerg}'. 

Amendment  proposed, 

"  Inpa^e  1,  line  11,  after  the  word  'account,' 
to  insert  tlie  words, '  in  excess  of  such  sura  paid 
by  them  to  Local  Taxation  Acooant  in  18w.' " 
— (Mr.  Courtenay  Warner.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  these  words 

be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  long  :  The  hon.  Member  has  not 
attempted  to  address  himself  to  the  effect 
of  his  proposition  if  it  were  carried  out. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  money  M-hich  is 
taken  out  of  the  Estate  Duty  would  not 
affect  the  expenditure  he  refers  to  ;  but,  | 
if  it  did,  he  does  not  tell  us  how  the  | 
money  is  to  be  provided  if  his  Amend-  i 
ment  was  carried   and  there  was  no  | 
siu-plus.  The  Government  have  not  justi- 
fied their  proposal  on  the  ground  that  1 
there  is  a  surplus.    What  we  say  is  that  | 
the  existence  of  a  surplus  makes  it  far  less  | 
risky  and  leas  burdensome,  and  while  the  \ 
fund  ^ows  a  steady  increase,  taking  the 
average  of  the  years  since  it  was  created,  \ 


we  may  contemplate  the  possibility  of  the 
fund  not  continuing  to  grow,  or  even  fail- 
ing in  certain  circumstances.  We  cannot, 
therefore,  accept  the  Amendment. 

*Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont^ 
gomery) :  The  Amendment  seems  to  roe 
to  be  a  serious  and  important  one,  and  it 
ought  not  to  be  lightly  dismissed.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  harps  upon  the  old 
fallacy  that  there  is  a  suiplus.  There  is 
no  surplus  at  all.  In  the  E&gUsh  connties 
the  Exchequer  contribution  which  is  ap- 
plied to  technical  instruction  is  only  paid 
over  from  year  to  year,  and  it  is  quite 
possible  that  if  the  general  county  fund 
fell  short  there  would  be  a  strong  tempta- 
tion to  make  good  the  deficiency  out  of 
the  technical  education  funds. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  I  do  not  think  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  was  quite  just  to 
my  hon.  friendoehind  me,  becauseitappears 
to  me  that  he  stated  his  object  with  his 
usual  lucidity.  There  is  a  great  blot 
this  Bill,  which  must  be  removed,  and  the 
suggestion  of  my  hon,  friend  is  that  if 
there  is  an  amount  of  money  remaining 
after  the  technical  education  charge  has 
been  paid,  then,  and  only  then,  the  chatge 
for  the  remission  of  these  rates  should  be 
met.  That  is  a  reasonable  proposal.  It 
is  most  undesirable,  if  the  clergy  is  to  be 
relieved  of  half  their  rates,  that  it  should 
be  done  out  of  money  now  bein^  expended 
by  county  councils  for  techmcal  educa- 
tion. 

Mr.  B.\lfour  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question 
l>e  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 

now  put." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  270 ; 
Noes,  148.   (Division  List,  No.  345.) 


Aird,  Jolm 

Allhusen,  Augustus  H.  Eden 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Basfot,  Capt.  J.  FitzRoy 
BaJley,  James  (Walworth) 
Bainie,J.  E.  B.  (Inverness) 
Biiird,  Jolm  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lortl 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Kt.Hon.A.J.(Manchi- 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  \V.  (Leeds 
Badbury.  Frederick  Gew^ge 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bany.  SirF.  T.  (Windsor) 
Bartley,  Geoi^e  0.  T. 


AYES. 

Barton,  Dunbar  Plnnket 
Beach,  Itt.Hn.SirM  H.(Bri9t. 
Beach.W.W.  Bramston(  Hants 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
B^g,  Ferdinand  Faithfoll 
Bemrose,  Sir  Uenry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Beresford,  Lord  Charlss 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bbo%vnaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BigwootlTJames 
BiTi,  Charle» 
Blunilell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonil,  EdwanI 

Bonsor,  Heniy  Cosmo  Orme 
Boscan'OD,  Arthur  Gritlltli- 


Boulaois,  Edmaod 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Midd'wx 
Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Bra3.<H)y,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  Jdui 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  RuHn.J.A.(GlVw 
Carlfle  William  Walter 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Edward 
Cavendish.  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cawendish ,  V .  C.  W .  { Perbrah'e 
Cayzer,  Sir  fhariet*  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  K.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  ((Jreenirioli) 
Chalmer,  Captwn  R  G.  W. 
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Chamberlaui,RtHoo.J.(Birm.  { 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r)  j 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry  j 
Cheleea,  Viscount  i 
Clare,  Octavios  Leigli  , 
Clark.  Sir  Edward  (Plymouth  ' 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William  | 
CogliiJl,  DouglaH  Harry  j 
Coben,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colston,  Chas.  Ed.  H.  Atliole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  | 
CoUon-Jodrell.  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  E.  Bajnbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Cliarlea  Alfted 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crow,  HerbeH  S.  (Bolton) 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldson 
Cnbitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Col.  Philipb  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
D&lrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davie8.8ir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Diclwon-Poyndet-,  Sir  J.  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli.  Coningtiby  Ra^h 
Dixon- Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  Geon^e 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoflrey 
Drucker,  A. 

Dnncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Kt.  Hon.  SirWm.  Hart 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wyo  Edward 
JPerKUBson.RtHu  SirJ.(Maac'r 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Ftrbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hi^es 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzgerald,  Sir  R.  Penrose* 
FluWymun,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  W.  Johnson 
Gedge,  .Sj-dney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
GibbB,Hn.  A.G.  H  (Cityof  Lond 
Gibto,Hon.Vicary(St.Alban8) 
GUltat,  John  Saunders  ' 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick  \ 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General  i 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward  , 
Gorst,  Rb  Hon.  Sir  J.  Etdon 
Gosclien.KtHnGJ.  (StGeorge's  j 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex)  j 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Graen.  W.  D.  (Wednesbury)  1 
Green,  W.  Raymond-  (Cambs)  I 
Gretton,  John  i 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald  | 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron  | 
Gnnter,  Colonel  I 
Hall,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Charles 
Halaey,  Thomaa  Frederick  , 
Hamilton,Rt.  Hon.  LonKJeoige 
Banbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W.  | 


{12  July  1899}  (liates)  BUI. 

Hamton,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Tiiomas  Leigh 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hill,  E.  E.  S.  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  B.  (Hampetead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobboase,  Henry 
Holland,  Hn.  L.  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Honliiswortli,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hn.  Jttmes  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,Capt.G.W.  Grice- 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.Wm.  Lawies 
Jebb^  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnson,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
JolliSe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway.Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
KnowleA,  Lees  j 
Lafone  Alfred  j 
Laurie,  Lieut. -lieneral 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks)  j 
Lea,SirThomai  (Londonderry' ' 
Lecky,Rt.Hn.WUliaraEdw.H  j 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead)  ; 
Leigbton,  Stanley  I 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Dillwyn-  (Swans. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.Col.  Char1eHW.{  Evesham 
Long.Rt.  Hn. Walter  (Liverp'l)  | 
Lopes,  Henry  Varde  BuUer  i 
Lowe,  Francis  William  i 
Low)e»,  John  i 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman  I 
Luca-s-Shadwell,  William 
Lyttleton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Mjftcartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M'Arthur.  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'lver,  Su-L.  (Edinburgh, W.) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddnlph 
Ma«Key-Mainwaring,H  n.  W.F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
MUdmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Kobt.  Jasper  (Sbropsh.) 
Mor^n,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'tbsh. 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,ArthurH.A.(Deptfoi-d 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray.Rt  Hn.  A.G.  (Bnte) 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Sath 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hn.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
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O'Neill,  Hn.  Robert  Torrens 
Pender,  Sir  Junes 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
PUkington,  R.  (Lanes  Newton 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edm.) 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edwud 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir  Junes 
Rascli,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.(Hartlepool>- 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney> 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round.  James 
Rossell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse 
Sandys,  Lieut.-CoI.  T.  Myles 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Alljert 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seeley,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J  .W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,Wni.  (Derbyshire)- 
Simeon,  Sir  Rirrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lannrks.) 
Smith,  Hon.W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hon  Arthur(Oriiiskirk 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jaa.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (LancH) 
Steplieos,  Henry  Charles 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  J.  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Rtrutt,  Hon.  Charies  Hedley 
Start,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,RtHnJ.G.(OxfordUnL 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson.Wm.  Ldw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
I'sborne,  Thomas 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Ward, Hon.  Robert  A.{Crewe) 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
VVhitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jsub.  Powell-{Birni. 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wolff,  (iustav  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  (Jeorge 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.H. 
Wyvil,  Mariiiaduke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Kobert  Armstrong 
Young,  Coin  mander(  Berks,  E.)> 
Vonnger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and. 
Mr  Anstmtlier 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•mi 


TWie  BeiU-Cltarge 


{COMMONS} 


{Mates)  BUI. 


648 


NOES. 

Halflane,  Richard  BardoD 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Ctias.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thoi.  Chas.  H. 
HemphUl,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Holuen,  Sir  Angus 
HoIland.Wm.  H.  (York,  W.R. 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E,  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnaon-Fei^uson,  Jabez  Ed. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  Brynmor  (S'nsea 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shuttlew'th.Rt.Hn.SirU. 
Kearley,  Hadson  E. 
KiDlocb.Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawr4on,SirWilfrid(Carabiand 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomaa  Richmond 
Lewia,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Macateese.  Daniel 
M'Ewnn,  William 
M.'Ohee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Charies  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
MaddiHon,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredenck  Thorpe 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.  J.W.{York8.) 
Meudl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  Bemitrd  Charles 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel 
Morgan,J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.Pritcliard(Merthyr 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.(Devonport) 
Moulton,  Jolin  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  Williun 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
.  Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asqnith,  R^  Hon.  H.  Henry 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
.Baker,  Sir  John 
Barl  'W,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
'Sutton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
'  Bmnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybam 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
•Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
-Causton,  Richard  Knight 
-Cawley,  Frederick 
■Ohanning,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.6.6.(CaithnesB-8h.) 
'Colville,  John 
-Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
■Crilly.  Daniel 
■Crorabie,  John  William 
■Cnrran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
-Cnrran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henrr 
DavicB,  M.  Vanghui-{Cardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dillon,  John 
'  Done'.an,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Donglas,  Chas.  M.  (Lanark) 
Dnckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evana,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Evans.  Sir  Francis  H.  (So'ton) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
J'ergoson,  R.  C.  Monro  (Leith 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Eklmond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derl^  Co.) 
'Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
■Gold,  Charles 

-Gourley,  Sir  FAw.  Temperley 
■Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  those  |  The  0)mmittee  divided: — Ayes,  147; 
'wonia  be  there  inserted."  1  Noes,  271.    (Division  List,  No,  246.) 


NuRsey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor.  J.tWicklow,  W.) 
Uldroyd,  Mark 

Palraer,SirCharleHM.  (Dorfaan 
Patmer.Ge  irge  Wm.(Reading) 
Pease,  Jortcpli  A  (Northomb.) 
Pickanl,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,SirG.A.(LancaS.W 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybutgfa 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Darh&m,S.£.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberta,  John  H.  (Denbigh) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Cliarles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
SincltUr.  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshirt 
Smith  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Sonttor,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  William  Chu'Ies 
Stevensont  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditcb) 
Sullivan.  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmartben,E 
Thoman,  A.  (Glamor^n,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Muthyr) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  ThomaaConrtenay  T. 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stookpnt) 
Whittaker,  Thos.  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notts 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilaon,  H.  J.  (York,  W.R) 
Wilson,  John  (Durhiun,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs— Mr. 
Herbert  Gladstone  and  Mr. 
M 'Arthur. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Asbton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asqaith,  Rt  Hon.  H.  B. 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Aostin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Billsoa,  Alfred 
.Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
'BraadhoTBt,  Henry 
Bmnner,  Sir  J.  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  James 
•Caldwell,  James 


AYES. 

Cameron,  Robert  (Durliam) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  U. 
Canston,  Richurd  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark.  Dr.G.B.  (Caithness-sh.) 
Colville,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cnrran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Cnrran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davie^.M.  Vaughan-(CaFdigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
I>ewar,  Artdiur 
Dillon,  John 


Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lutrk) 
Dackwortb,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
EvaUK,  Sir  F.  H.  (Soath'tos) 
Fenwick,  Cliarles 
Ferguson,  R.C.  Munro(L«ith} 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  C«. 
Gladstone,  RU  Hon.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 
Gourley,  Sir  E.  Temperley 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gnrdon,SirWilliam  BrAmptoo 
Haldane,  Richard  Bunion 
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H&rooDri,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  WiUUm 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt  Hn.  CharleB  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 

HedderwickiThomasCharlesH 
HemphiU,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
H(m;ui,  Jatiiea  Francis 
Hi^en,  Sir  Angui 
Holland,Wm.  H.  { York,  W.  R. ) 
HomiuULB,  Frederick  John 
Hnmphreya-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hatton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
.lacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson-Ferguson,  Jabez  Kd. 
Jmcey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  Brynmor  (Swans;. 
Jones,  William(  Camarv'nshire 
Kay-SUuttleworth.RtHn.Sir  U 
Kearley.  Hutbion  E. 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  G.  Smyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Laboncbere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Ungley,  Batty 
IiawBon,SirWa£rid(CttmVrnd 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Logan,  John  William 
Lvell,  Sir  Leonard 
lueAleese,  Daniel 
U'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 


Aird,  John 

Allhnsen,  Angostas  H.  Eden 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bauey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bailbe,  James  E.  R  (Invemeas) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldvin,  AUred 
Balfoar,Rt.Hn.A.J4Manch'r) 
B&lfour.Rt.  Hn.  G.W.{Leed8) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes.  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry.Sir  Francis  T.fWindsor) 
Bartley.  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plaoket 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bri8t'l 
Beach,  W.  W.  BramBton(  Hants 
Beckett.  Ernest  William 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bemroae,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henrv  C. 

Bereeford,  Lord  Charles 

Bethell,  Commander 

Bbowo^gree,  Sir  M.  M. 

BigwoouTiIames 

BUI,  Charles 

Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 

Bend.  Edward 

Bonsor,  Hrnry  Cosmo  Orrae 

Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 

Boulnois,  Edmund 

Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.(Middlc8'x 

Bowles,  T.  Gihs'niKlng'eLynn 

Brasoey,  Albert 

Iteodriek.  Rt  Hon.  St  John 

BrooktieU,  A.  Montagu 

VOL.  LXXIV. 


M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee.  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Chaxles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Heoiy 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
MeUor,  Rt  Hn.  J.W.  (Yorks.) 
Mendl,  Sigiamnnd  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Montagu,  SirS.(Whitechapel) 
Morgan,  J.Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.Pritchard  (Merth.) 
Morley,  C.  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moniton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt.  C.  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  J.  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  J.  {Wicklow,  W.) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  G.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Northumb.) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,SirG.A.{Lanc8,SW 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Prorand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 
Reckitl^  Harold  James 

NOES. 

Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,RtHn.J.A.(GlVw 
CartOe,  William  Walter 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.  J.(Birm. 
ChamberlMn,  J.  Au8ten{  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt  Hon.  Henry 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Claret  Octavius  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plym'th) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Har.y 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colston,  Cbaa.  £dw.  H.AthoIe 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
CottoD-Jodrell,  Col.  Ed.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glaspow) 
CroBH,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Cruddas,  William  Donalddon 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Carzcm,  Viseonnt 
Dalbiac,  Cokmel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalnrmple,  Sir  Charles 
DavieB,Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poyndcr,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  JohnK.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 

Z 


Richardson,  J.  (Durluun,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigfas.) 
liobertBon,  Eklmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafibnl) 
Sinclair, Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samnel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  RoMnson 
Spicer,  Albert 
SCeadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Sboreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamoi^n,  £.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William  ■ 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Tellers  for  tbk  Avm— 

Mr.  Courtenay  Warner  and 

Mr.  Samael  Erans. 


Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixen 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  Geoi^e 
Douglas,  Rt.  Koa.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Drucker,  A. 

DuDcombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Fereosaon,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  J.  (Man. ) 
Finlay,  Sir  B«bert  Bannatyne 
Firbanfc,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  WUliam 
FitzGerald,  Sir  R.  Penrose- 
FitzWy^^ain,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbe,Hn.  A.  G.H.  (Cityof  Lon. ) 
Gibbs,  Hon.  Vifiiry(St  Albans) 
GUliat,  John  Saunders 
Gtodson,  Sir  Aagustu»  F. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
GOTdon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt  Bon.  Sir  J.  E. 
Goschen,  Rt  Hd.G.  J.  St  Geo*s) 
Gosclien,  George  J.  (Sussejc) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham  ) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Weduesbury) 
Greene,  W.  R.  (Cambs.) 
Gretton,  John 


[FuURTU  Seuies.] 
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Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Ganter,  Colonel 
Hall,  Kt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
HainiIton,Rt.  Hn.I,>rd George 
Hanbory,  Rt.  Hon.  R  Win. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Helder,  Angostns 
Hill,  Sir  E.  S.  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhonse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  L.  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldswoith,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H.  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.W.Grlce- 
Jackson,Rt.HoD.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jebb,  Richard  CSaveriiouse 
JeffreyR,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johmtone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jollifife,  Hon.  H.  Geoige 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  WUfiam 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
LawBon,  John  Grauu  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thos.  (Londonderry) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  E.  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,  SirDillwyn-{Sw'ns') 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Ha  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Butler 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Lloyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Locas-Shadwell,  William 


{COMMONS} 

Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Iver,Sir  L.  (£diobiirgh,W.) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  lUddnlph 
Massey -Mainwaring,  HnTW.F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thorapson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Millbank,SirPowlettCha8.Jn. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milwara,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Mont^u,  Hon.  J.  Scott(Hants. 
More,Robt.Ja8per  (Shropshire 
Morg%n,Hn.  Fred.  ( Monm'thsh 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,Arthr.H.A.(Deptford 
Mount,  William  Geoi^e 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray  ,IUHuA.Grahan)(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
MurTay,Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  WDliam  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nortbcote,Hon.Sir  H.Stafford 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torreus 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkincton, 11. (Lanes  Newton) 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,SirW.Overend(Edin 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Cot.  Edward 
Purvia,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rentoal,  James  Alexander 
Richar(iaon,SirTho8.(Hartlep'l 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone)  . 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samael,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myles 
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Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Savmry,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Kiohard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Heniy 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,Wm.  (Derbyshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewee-Cox,  Tbomas 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,Hn.  Ar  thur(  Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanca.) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Sttrling-Maxwelt,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  Jamee  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,Rt.HnJ.G.(Ox'fdUnir. 
Tbornbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.  Morr^ 
Trilton,  Charles  Emeet 
Usbome,  Thomas 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Welby,  Lieut. -CoL  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
WilliamsiJosephPowell  ■(  Binn 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
WodehoaBe,Rt  Hn.E.R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gostav  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quinn,MajorW,H. 
Wyvill,  Manuaduke  D'Arey 
Yorburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Young,  Commander  (Berks,  E. 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstnither. 


It  being  after  half-past  Five  of  the 
dock,  the  Ghainnan  proceeded  to  in- 
terrupt the  Business. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Balfour  rose  in  his 
place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 
Question  'That  Clause  1  stand  part  of 
the  Bill  *  be  now  put." 


Question  put,  "That  the  Question 
'  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the  Bill  *  be 
now  put, ' 


The  Committee  di\ided: — Ayes,  266 
Noes,  151.    (DiWsion  List,  No.'247.) 


Aird,  John 

AUbuseu,  Augustus  H.  Eden 
Archdalu,  Edward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  Ri"ht  Hon.  John 
Bi^^  Capt.  JoBceline  Fitsroy 
Buiey,  James  (Walworth) 


AYES. 

Bail) ie, James  E.  B.  (Inverness) 
Ituinl,  John  Gcotjje  Alexander 
BaJcarrvK,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
BalfomvRt.Hn.  A.J.(MaiiCh*r) 
Balfour,  Rt  Hn.  G.W.  (Leeds) 


Baubuiy,  Frederick  George 
Banies.  Frederic  (iurell 
Barry,Sir  Fnincis  T.(W'ind5or) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  J>unbar  Plonks 
BothurstiHaiLAlleD  Baijaniia 
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Tiflu!  lifni-Chnrge. 


IIeiicli,Ht.Hn.SirM.H.(Iiristol) 
Beach, W.W.  Bran wton( Hants 
Iteckett,  Ernest  William 
Be{?g,  FenlinanU  Faitlifnll 
lieiiirose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Itentinck,  Loni  Henry  C. 
Beresfoni,  Lord  Cliarfos 
Bethel!,  Coimnander 
Bhownagf^ree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Ilonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  ()mie 
Boscawen,  Arthur  (.Iriflitli- 
Boulnols,  Etliiiund 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.(Mi<ldIesex 
Bowles, T.GilwonlKin(;'s  l.ynn 
Bra-Hsey,  Albert 
Brodrick.  Ut.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooklield,  A.  MonU;,'n 
Itutcliev,  John  George 

Canipbell.lit,Hn.J.A.(Gl'Bg'w 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carson,  lit.  Hon.  Edward 
Cavendish,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derby.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.) 
Cecil,  Ijonf  f Ingh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  (!.  W. 
Chamberlain,  llt.HD.J.(Birni. 
Chamberlain,J.Au8ten(Worc. 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
C'lare,  Octavins  Leigh 
Clark.  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
CfMidington,  Sir  William 
Coghiil,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Coiton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  E<iw.  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
CrippB,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
CrosH,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cruddai,  William  Doaaldson 
Cnbitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 

Palbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith.  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickson-Poynder.Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ilalph 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  (ieorge 
Douglas,  Right  Hon.  Akera- 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  £.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Dr^e,  Geoll'rey 
Drucker,  A. 

Dnncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 

Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowen,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fergnason,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir J.(Man'r 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hft^ea 
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Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose- 
Fitz  Wygram,  tleneral  Sir  F. 
Flower,  EmeBt 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibba,Hn.  A.  G.  H.  (City  of  Lon. 
(Jibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St-Albaos) 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
tloldsworthy,  Major-General 
tionlon,  Hon.  tlohn  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Go9chen,Rt.Hn.G.J.(St.Ge'g's 
Goschen,  (ieorge  J.  (Snssex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
G  reen,  Wal  ford  D.  ( Wedneah'ry 
Greene,  W.  Raymond<(Canibs. ) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
GoU,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbury,  Rt  Hn.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hilt, Sir  Ed  ward  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  Edw.  Brodie(Hampst'd 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse.  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.(Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Heory 
HouUlsworth,  SirWm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier.Hon.JamesHenry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hntehinson,  CaptG.W.Griee- 
Jackson,  Rt.Hon.Wm.  Lawies 
Jebb.  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnstone,  Hevwood  (Sussex) 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  h.  Gwi^ 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -(ienenil 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Lea.  Sir  TbomaB(Londonderry 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  WiIliaraE.H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigliton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.  (Swansea) 
Loder,  Gerald  W.  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  H.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Vanle  Buller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
I^wles,  John 
Ix»yd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lncas-Shadwel],  William 
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Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh, W.) 
Malcolm,  Ian. 
Martin,  Ktchard  Biddul[^ 
Massey-Main  waring.HnrW.F. 
Mellor.  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants.) 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thshire) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  CoLWyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Heniy 
Northcote,Hon.Sir  H.  Stafford 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,R.  ( Lanc8.,Newton) 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Pryee- Jones,  Lt.-CoL  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richard8on,SirT.  (Hartlepool) 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.Sir  Matthew  W 
Ritchie,  Kt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudl^ 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  T.  Mvles 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Heely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebothara,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  William(Derby«h 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lanarksh.) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hn.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
StephffiDEi,  Henry  Charles 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Straus,  Arthur 
Strutt  Hon.  Charles  Hedle^ 
Sturtw  Hon.  Huimihry  Napier 
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Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbdt,Rt.  Hn.  J.  G.  (Oxf .  UnW. 
Thorbnrn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
TomlinaoD,  W.  E.  Mniray 
Tritton>  Charles  Ernest 
Usbome,  Thomae 
Valentifti  Viacoant 


{COMMONS} 

Ward,  Hn.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Welby,  Lie«t.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  Kt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Willianix,  Col.  K.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Wiilox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehou8e,Rt.Hn.E.R(Bath) 
Wolff.  Gastov  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 


{lUdfs)  BUI. 


656 


Wyndliam,  George 
Wyndbain-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Maniuhluke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgli,  Robert  Armstrong 
VouDg,  Commander  (Berks,  h. 
Younger,  William 
Tellers  Vor  the  Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walroud  and 

Mr.  Anatruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Ashton,  Thoma.s  Gair 

ABqmth,Rt.  Hon.  Herb.  Henry 

Atfaerley- Jones,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 

Baker,  Sir  John 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Bayley,  Tliomaa  (Derbyshire) 

Biflson,  Alfred 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

BroailhurHt,  Henry 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  Janieo 

Ba<!banan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert  (Durliam) 

Campbell-Ilannerman,  Sir  H, 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Chanmng,  Francis  Allston 

Clark, Dr.G.B.  (Caithneiw-sh. ) 

Coivitle,  John 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H. 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Crombie,  John  William 

Curran,  Thos.  B.  (Donegal) 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Da  vies,  M .  Vaaghaa-(Cardigan 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dewar,  Arthur 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,Samue)T.(Glamorgan) 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Sonth'ton) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fergnson.R.C.Munro  (Leilli) 
Fitzmanrice,  Lord  Edntond 
Flynn,  Jamea  Christopher 
Foster,  Kir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Gotldard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Gourley,  Sir  I^w.  Tenipcrley 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

(iurdon,  SirWm.  Brampton 


AYES. 

Haldane,  Richard  Bnrdon 
Harcoart,Rt.  Hn.Sir William 
Harrington.  Timothy 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seate- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thos.  Chas.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.Hn.  CharlesH. 
Hosan,  James  Francis 
Hohlen,  Sir  Angus 
Holland.Wm  H:(York,W.R.) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreye-Owen,  Arthur 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Moriey) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson- Ferguson,  Jabez  Ed. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-SlinttleworthRtHnSirU 
Kearley,  Hndson  E. 
Kinlocti,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Kiteon,  Sir  James 
Lybonchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cnmbwland) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
LewU,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  ReginaJd 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fre<l, 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Tliori* 
MeIlor,Rt.  Hon.  J.W.  (Yorks) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  Ittimard  Charle;* 
Montagu.  Sir  S.  (WliitcchajHsi 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(Cannarthen 
MorL'aD,W.Pritcbard(Mertliyr 
Motley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.  (Devonport) 
Mottlton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 


Nuaaey,  Thoma.'i  Willan.^ 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow.  W^.) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,SirCliar!esM.(Durham 
Palmer,  George  Will  (Heading) 
Paulton,  JamcH  Mellor 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (NorthnmK) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Piokersgill,  hilward  Hare 
Pilkington,SirG.  A(Ijincs,S.  W 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybiirgh 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E. 
Kickett,  J.  Conipton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockon-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (StaffonI) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  Jolm  (Forfars.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
St»ivenaon,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditcli) 
Snllivsji,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
TIioma.s,  Abel  (Carmarthen.E. 
Thomas,  Aif  (Glamorgan,  E. ) 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Jlerthvrt 
Wallace,  Robert  • 
Warner,  Th(H.  Conrtenay  T. 
Wedderburo,  Sir  AVilliain 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittoker.  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Car\-ell  (Nott« 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wiison,  Henry  J.{Yorfc,W.K, 
Wilson,  John"  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  ((iovan) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young.  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  

Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthur. 


Question putaccordingly,"TbatClau8el  I  The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  259; 
stand  part  of  the  Bill."    '  I  Noes,  151.    (Division  List,  Na  248.)  ' 


Aird,  John 

Arohdale>  Edward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  Juhu 


AYES. 

llagot,  Capt. JosoclineFitz  Hoy 
Baue^,  James  (Walworth) 
BaiUie,  J.  E.  B.  (Inverness) 


Baird,  John  Geotge  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
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Balfour.Rt  Hn  A.  J.  (Manch'r) 
Balfour.KtHnGeraldW.  (Leeds 
Banbory,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  (lorell 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.(  Windsor) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  DunlMtr  Pluuket 
Batharst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beach,Kt.Hn.SirM.H.(Briatol 
Beach,W.  W.Bramston  (Hanta 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
B^^,  FerdinaDd  FaithfuU 
BemrosB.  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Benttnck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Beiesford,  Lord  Charles 
Bethel],  Commander 
Bhownagfp*ee,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwood,  James 
Bin,  Charles 
Blandell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsot,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme  ' 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Grifhth- 
Boulnoia,  Edmund 
BDwtes,Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lyon) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooktield,  A.  Montagu 
Butcher,  John  George 
CampbeU,Rt.Hn.  J.A.  (Glasg. 
Carlue,  William  Walter 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Cavendish,  R.F.  (N.  Lane*.) 
Cavendish.V.C.W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  Wiiham 
Caral,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lonl  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R,  G.  W. 
Cham  berlain,Rt.  Hod.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavins  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymoath) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  £. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Han^ 
Coben,  Benjamin  Loms 
Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Ed«r.  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
(Voss,  H.  Shepherd  (Boltoa) 
(,'ruddaa,  William  Donaldson 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hngh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatbm) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
DiRby,  John  K.  D.  Winafield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ranjb 
Dixon-Hartland.Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Donglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
DoxTord,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Dracker,  A. 

Dnncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 


{12  July  1899} 

Fardell,  Sir  T.  Geonje 
Fellowes,  Hon.  A.  Edward 
FergussoD,Ut.Hn.SirJ.{Mane'r 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Itannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  ^\'IIliam 
FitzGerald,  SU-Kobt.  Penrose- 
PitzWyCTam,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harrr  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,HD.  A.G.  H.  (Cityof  Lond 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Gitliat,  John  Saunders 
Godston,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Gosehen,Kt  Hn.  G.  J.  (St.Geo'. ) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gouldine,  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  W.  (rambs.) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Konald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hall,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsev,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (i. 
Hanbury,  Ht.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy.  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hill,  Sir  E.  Stock  (llriatol) 
Hoare,  E.  B.  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wni.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howard,  William  Tudor 
Hozier, Hon.  JamesHenry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.W.Grice- 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hoh.Wm.Lawies 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
.Tohnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
.Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,KtHon.SirJohnH. 
Kenyon,  fTames 
Kenyon-Sianey,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Kin^,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  SirThomas(Londonderry 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Edw.  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leighton,  Stanley 
LleweljTi,  Sir  Dfllwyn-(Sw'n8 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
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Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Luca^-Shadwell,  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M'Arthur,  Cliarlee  (Liverpool) 
M'lver,  Sir  Lewis(Edin.  W.) 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire} 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hants) 
More,  Rbt.  Jasper  (Shropshire 
Morgan,  Hn.  Fd.  (Moum  thah. 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Mttrray,Rt.  H.  A.  Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (^th 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Northoote.  Hn.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmcton,  R.  (Lanes,  Newton 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  0.  (Edin.) 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-CoL  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  0.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt  Hn,  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Hany  S.  (Limehoose) 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myles 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scobte,  Sir  Andrew  Riehanl 
Seeley,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  Win.  (Derbysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Loui«  (Romfortl) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lanarksh.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  P.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,Hn.Artlmr(Osniskirk 
Stanley,EdwardJa8.(Somerf»et 

'  Stan]ey,SirHenryM.(l.aml)eth 
Stanley,  Lonl  (Lane*.) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
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Kiitherlaad,  Kir  Thomas 
Talbot.Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdlTni. 
Tliorbiim,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tolleniachc,  Henry  Jame« 
Tonilinaon,  Wm.  Eilw.Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Usbome,  Thomas 
Valentia,  Viscount 


{COMMONS} 

Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  K. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Will  iams,  Jos'pl' J*oweI  1- ( Birm. 
Wiilox.  Sir  John  ArehiUld 
Wo(lehouBe,Rt.Hn.E.  R.(Bath 
Wollf,  GuRtav  WUfaelm 
Wylia,  Alexander 


(/.vMs-)  mil 


ceo 


Wyndham,  Oeorge 
Wyndhani-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wy  viU,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Yerbareli,  Robert  AniidtrDnc 
YonnK,  Commander  (Berks,  E. 
Younger,  William 
Tellers  fok  the  Ayes— Sir 

William  Walrond  and  Mr. 

Anstnither.  ' 


Abraham,  William  (Khondda) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
AHquith,  Rt.Hon.Herb.  Hcnrj- 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Haker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Kmmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derl^Uire) 
BillHon,  Alfred 
Bolton,  Tfaomaa  Dolling 
Broadhnrst,  Henry 
Bmnner,  Sir  John  TomlinRon 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  flames 
Buchanan,  Tboman  Ryhiim 
Burt,  Thomatt 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  Jamen 
Cameron,  Robert  (Oorliam) 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
CauBton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
('lianning,  Francis  AHston 
Clark.Dr.  G.  B.  (Ciuthness-sh. 
(v'elville,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Josepli 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H. 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crot*»,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalztel,  James  Henrt- 
Davies,M.  Vanghan-t  Cardigan 
Davitt,  Micfaael 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dillon.  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duckworth.  James 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.Munro  (Leith) 

Fitziuaurice,  Lord  FMmond 

Flynn,  James  Christtopher 

Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 

(lOddard,  Daniel  FonI 

<iold,  Cliarles 

(ionrley.  Sir  E.  Temjierley 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 


NOES. 

Gnnlon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Haldane,  RiclianI  Bunion 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  William 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Harwood,  (ieorge 
Hayiie,  Rt.  Hn.  Clias.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thoa.  Clias.  H. 
HemphUI,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  H. 
Hoean,  James  .Francis 
Holden,  Sir  Angus 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,W.R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Moriey) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson-Fergnson,  J.  £. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  D.  Brrnmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU 
Kearlev,  Hudson  E. 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  G.  S. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herlwrt 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
RIacAieese,  Daniel 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
MeJlor,  Rt.  Hn.  J.W.  (Yorks) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Fcnlinand 
Molloy,  llemard  Charles 
Montagu,  SirS.  (Whitechajjel 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmartn'n 
MorKan,  W.  Pritchard  ( Merth'r 
Moriey,  Charles  (Brecomthire) 
Morton,Edw.  J.C.(Devonport} 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 


Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  )VUlans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,  Sir  Chas.M. (Durham) 
Palmer,  (Jeo.  VViii.  (Rowling) 
Paiilton,  James  Mellor 
Peaj*e,  Joseph  A.  (Nortbunib.) 
Pickard,  Bexnamin 
Pickersgill,  Eldward  Hare 
Pitkington,SirG.A.<Laiics,SW 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybuigh 
Reokitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E. 
Rickett,  J.  Comptou 
Robert**,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Itobertaon,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Staflbrd) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarsliire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steaclman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,E. ) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamowui,£;.) 
Tliomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thomas  CnnrtenayT. 
WeJderburn,  Sir  William 
Wwr,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
\Vliittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  JohnCarvelI(Notts,) 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
WilHon,  Henry  J.(york,W.R.> 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 

TSLLERS    FOR   THE  NOES — 

Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthnr. 


Whereupon  the  Cbairman  left  the 
Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 


Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 


It  being  after  Six  of  the  clock,  Mr. 
Speaker  aidjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put. 


Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after 
Six  of  the  clock 
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JiOVJL  ASSEXT. 


COMMISSION. 


The  foUomng  Bills  received  the  Royal 
Assent : 


Provisional 


25. 
36. 
27. 
28. 
29. 


30. 
31. 


1 .  Fine  or  Imprisonment  (Scotland ! 

and  Ireland).  ' 
3.  Beformatory  Schools  Amendment. 

3.  Education  o£  Children. 

4.  London  Government. 

5.  Local     Government  Provisional 

Orders  (No.  2). 

6.  Local     Government  Provisional 

Orders  (No.  3). 

7.  Local    Government  Provisional 

Orders  (No.  5). 

8.  Local     Government  ProWsional 

Orders  (No.  7). 

9.  Local     Government  Provisional 

Orders  (No.  8). 

10.  Local    Government  Provisional 

Oniers  (No.  11). 

11.  Local     Government  Provisional 

Orders  (Gas). 

1 2.  Local     Government  Provisional 

Order    (Housing  of  Working 
Classes). 

1 3.  Local    Government  Provisional 

Orders  (Poor  Law). 

14.  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Provisional     Order  (Borrow- 
stounness). 

15.  Electric      Lighting  Provisional 

Order  (No.  3). 

16.  Electric     Lighting  Provisional 

Orders  (No.  5). 

17.  Electric      Lighting     Provisional ; 

Oitlers  (No.  6), 

18.  Electric      Lighting  Provisiona 

Orders  (No.  7). 

19.  Electric      Lighting  ProWsional 

Orders  (No.  8). 

20.  Electric      Lighting  Provisional 

Orders  (No.  9).  | 

21.  Electric     Lighting     Provisional  61. 

Oniers  (No.  16). 

22.  Electric  Lighting 

Onler  (No.  18). 

23.  Electric  Lighting 

Orders  (No.  19). 

24.  Education  Department  Provisional 

Order  Confirmation  (Liverpool). 
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32. 
33. 
34. 
36. 
36. 

37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 

42. 

43. 
44. 

45. 

46. 
47. 

48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 

52. 
53. 

54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 


Provisional  62. 


63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 

2  A 


Pier  and  Harhour  Provisional 
Oniers  (No.  1). 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  1). 

Local  Goverimient  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  2). 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sional Orders  (No.  3). 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sional Orders  (Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes)  (No.  2). 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway  (Pensions). 

Friends'  Provident  Institution. 

Skipton  Urban  District  Gas. 

Mid  Kent  Gas. 

Wishaw  Water. 

Shotley  Bridge  and  Consett  Dis- 
trict Gas. 
Aberdeen  Corporation. 
Cardiff  Railway. 

Rhondda  Urban  District  Council. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Gae. 

Belfast  and  Northern  Counties 
Railways. 

Colonic  and  Foreign  Banks 
Guarantee  Fund. 

Grosvenor  Chapel  (London). 

Hampstead  Church  (Emmanuel, 
West  End). 

Brynmawr  and  Western  Valleys 
Raihvay. 

Barton-on-8ea  Water. 

Lanarkshire  (Middle  Ward  Dis- 
trict) Water. 

Edinburgh  Corporation. 

Wetherby  District  Water. 

Airdrie  and  Coatbrid^  Water. 

Gainsborough  Urban  District  Coun- 
cil (Gas)^ 

Wick  and  Pulteney  Harbours. 

Dundee  Gas,  Street  Improvements, 
and  Tramways. 

Cork  Corporation  (Finance). 

South-Eastem  Railway. 

Fishguard  Water  and  Gtas. 

Bury  Corporation. 

Bury  Corporation  Water. 

Barry  Radway. 

Kensington  and  Notting  Hill  Elec- 
tric Lighting. 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 

(New  Railways). 
I^ancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 

(Various  Powers). 
Cobham  Gas. 
Stretf ord  Gas. 
Central  Electric  Supply. 
Shirebrook  and  District  Gas. 
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67. 

68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 

72. 
73. 
74. 

75. 

76. 
77. 
78. 

79. 
80. 

81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 


Pri0(f'&  Mt  Business. 
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South    Staffordshire  Stipendiary 

Justice. 
West  Middlesex  Water. 
Church  Stretton  Water. 
St.  Neot'a  Water. 
St.  JamesV  and  Pall  Mall  Electric 

Light. 
Belfast  Water. 
Great  Central  Railway. 
London,   Chatham,    and  Dover 

Railway. 

Scunthorpe  Urban  District  Gas  and 

Water. 
Ionian  Bank. 
Inverness  Harbour. 
Nottingham  Corporation. 
Taff  Vale  Railway. 
Transvaal    Mortgage    Loan  and 

Finance  Company, 
Great  Yarmouth  Pier. 
Lisburn  Urban  District  Councils. 
Aire  and  Calder  Navigation. 
Midland  Railway. 
Jones'  Divorce. 
Yorke  Estate. 


PRIFATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  BiU 
have  been  complied  with : 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  20). 

The  siune  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

LONDON  UNITED  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY  (ADDITIONAL  POWERS)  BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  To-morrow. 

BRISTOL  GAS  BILL  [ill.]. 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to,  with  an  Amendment  j  and  Bill 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

WARRINGTON  CORPORATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  opposition  to 
the  Bill  was  withdrawn ,  The  Order  made 
on  Tuesday  last  discharged,  and  BiU  com- 
mitted. 


LEEDS  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Keported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BEIX. 
A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 

MILLWALL  DOCK  BILL. 
Keported  without  Amendment. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

Beported  with  Amendments,  uid  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 

House  on  Tuesday  next. 

CENTRAL  LONDON  RAILWAY  BILL. 

MAN'CHESTER  CORPORATION  (GENE- 
RAL POWERS)  BILL. 

Reported  with  Amencbnents. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

FISHGUARD  AND  ROSSLARE  RAIL- 
WAYS AND  HARBOURS  BILL. 
The  Queen's  consent  signified ;  and 
Bills  reported  with  Amendments. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2>  BILL. 
Report  from  the  Sdect  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  o£  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  having  been  withdrawn  ;  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table :  The 
Orders  made  on  the  27th  of  June  and  Uie 
4th  of  July  discharged ;  and  Bill  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

LONDON,  WALTHAMSTOW,  AND  EP- 
PING  FOREST  RAILWAY  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Moved  that  the  Order  made  on  the  9th 
day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Private  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  (rf  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday 
the  27th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  read  2*; 
agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2'  accordingly,  and 
committed. 

LEITH  HARBOUR  AND  DOCKS  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

(CARDIFF) 


ALL   SAINTS'  CHURCH 
BILL  [H.L.]. 


BRIGHTON  MARINE 
PIER  BILL 


PALACE 
[H.L.  J. 


AND 


GREAT    GRIMSBY     STREET  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  4)  BILL. 

Bead  3"  (according  to  Order),  and 


LOCAL  CM3VERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  0)  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3»  on  Tuesday 
next. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  lf»  BILL 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) ;  Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3**  on  Tuesday  next. 
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IV.  Light  railways  from  Colwyn  Bay 
to  Llandudno,  in  the  Gountiet 
of  Denbigh  and  Caman'on. 

SEA  FISHERIES  ACT,  1868. 
Orders  for  fishery  grants,  1898-99 : 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  under 
Part  III.  of  the  Act. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dx. 


AFRICA,  No.  6  (1899). 
Report    by    the    Mombasa  -  Victoria 
(Uganda)  Railway   Committee  on  the 
progress  of  the  works,  1898-99  (with  a 

SIERRA  LEONE. 
Report  by  Her  Majesty's  Conmussioner, 
and  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the 
insurrection  in  the  Sierra  Leone  Protecto- 
rate, 1898.  Part  11.  Evidence  and  docu- 
ments. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

No.  2315.  Venezuela. 
No.  2316.  Turkey  (Baghdad)  and  Bus- 
sorah). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  He  on  the  Table. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Orders  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  modified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising 
the  construction  of— 

I.  A  light  railway  in  the  County  of 
Essex,  between  Corringham, 
Thames  Haven,  and  Kynoch- 
town. 

II.  Light  railways  in  the  County  of 
Lancaster,  in  the  parishes  of 
Barton-upon-Irwell  and  Stret- 
ford. 

III.  A  light  railway  between  Axminster, 
in  the  County  of  Devon,  and 
Lyme  Regis,  in  the  County  of 
liorset. 


Laid  before  the  House  (pursu&nl  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 


PREVENTION  OF  CORRUPTION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Petition  in  favour  of  ;  of  the  ReUgioaa 
Society  of  fViends ;  read,  and  ordered  ta 
lie  on  the  Table. 

VIVISECTION. 

Petition  for  suppression  of  the  practice 
of :  of  a  Meeting  in  Bayswater ;  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL 
[H.L.]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
\vith  Amendments  ;  the  Report  thereof  to 
be  received  on  Tuesday  next ;  and  Bill  to 
be  printed  as  amended.   Na  164.) 

COMMONS  AND  OPEN  SPACES  BILL 

[H.L]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
with  further  Amendments  ;  the  Report  of 
the  Amendments  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  and  by  the  Standing 
Committee  to  be  received  To-morrow; 
and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended.  (Na 
165.) 

MARRIAGES  VALIDITY  (No.  3}  BILL 
[H.L.]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  Amendment,  and  to  be  read  3" 
To-morrow. 


SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  TKN(^ 
LAND  AND  IRELAND)  BILL 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee,  read. 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE;  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  move  that  it  be  an  Instruction  to 
the  Committee  that  they  have  power  to 
extend  the  scope  of  the  Bill  to  Scotland. 
I  think  it  Mall  be  convenient  that  I  should 
explain,  at  the  time  of  moving  the  In- 
struction, the  general  reasons  why  I 
intend  to  move  the  Amendments  stand- 
ing in  my  name  on  the  Paper,  and  which 
I  shall  submit  to  your  lordships  when. 
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the  House  is  in  Committee.  I  feel  cer- 
tain, from  what  he  said  in  the  course  of 
his  speech,  that  my  Instruction  will  have 
the  sympathy  of  the  noble  Duke  who 
moved  and  carried  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill  the  other  night.  It  will  be 
within  your  Lordships'  recollection  that 
•n  the  4th  of  May  a  similar  Bill,  applying 
lo  Scotland  only,  was  lost  in  this  House. 
The  noble  Lord  who  moved  the  rejection 
ef  this  Bill  on  Tuesday  (Lord  Shand)  also 
moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  applying 
only  to  Scotland,  and  he  did  so  on  the 
ground  that  England  and  Irehuid  were 
excluded  from  it.  That  was  also  the 
ground  of  objection  taken  by  the  noble 
Marquess  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
I  hope  the  Amendments  I  shall  move 
presently  will  contrive  a  double  debt  to 
pay.  They  will,  I  believe,  relieve  this 
Bill  of  any  possible  imputation  of  having 
been  introduced  with  a  view  to  excep- 
tional treatment  for  England  and  Ireland 
to  the  exclusion  of  Scotland,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  will  admit  Scotland  to  the 
advantages  which  we  conceive  will  follow 
the  passage  of  this  Bill.  Therefore,  I  beg 
to  move  the  Instruction  which  stands  in 
my  name. 

Moved — 

"That  it  be  an  Inatniction  to  the  Committee 
that  they  have  power  to  extend  the  scope  of 
the  BUI  to  Svotlaocl."— (7%e  Lord  Ribhlcsdale. ) 

The  earl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  Lords, 
the  Instruction  which  has  been  moved  by 
the  noble  Lord  is  to  include  Scotland 
within  the  scope  of  this  Bill,  and,  as  has 
been  state<l,  your  Lordships  have  already 
■nanimously  rejected,  without  a  Division, 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  applying  to  Scotland. 
My  noble  friend  said  the  reason  why  the 
noble  Marquess  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
^Lord  Shand)  opposed  the  former  Bill 
was,  that  Scotland  was  being  treated 
in  an  exceptional  manner,  and  he  implied 
that  that  was  really  the  only  ground  of 
argument  against  the  Scotch  Bill.  That 
was  only  part  of  the  argument.  I  think 
a  strong  part  of  the  noble  Marquess's 
argument  was  that  this  legislation,  if 
lanctioned,  would  eventually  find  its  way 
into  your  Lordships'  houses,  and  that  y(  u 
would  have  inspectors  looking  after  your 
housemaids.  We  have  many  Scotch  Peers 
in  this  House,  and  I  think  it  is  very 
strange  that  no  Scotch  Peer  should  have 
moved  this  Instruction,  which  strictly 
iffects  Scot'and,  but  that  it  should  have 

Loi  d  HUtiilesdaU. 


been  left  to  a  humanitarian  Yorksfairemao 
to  come  to  the  protection  of  the  maids  in 

Scotland.  Your  Lordships,  no  doubt, 
have  excellent  reasons  for  the  course  you 
have  taken  with  reference  to  this  kind  of 
legislation.  Whether  it  comes  in  one 
form  or  another,  the  principle  is  the  same. 
You  kicked  it  out,  almost  without  a  word, 
and  without  a  Division,  in  a  pretty  full 
House  five  w^eks  ago,  but  now,  when  it 
comes  up  in  a  more  concrete  foim,  ^ec^ 
ing  England  and  Ireland  only,  you  agree 
to  it  by  a  majority  of  three  to  one,  with 
two  of  the  right  rev.  Prelates  at  your  back 
supporting  it.  As  one  of  the  right  rev. 
Prelates  is  a  Scotchman,  I  should  have 
expected  something  very  different  from 
him.  I  would  ask  your  Lordships  to  con- 
sider whether  inconsistent  legislation  such 
as  this  will  in  any  way  tend  to  raise  the 
character  of  your  Lordships'  House  as  a 
deliberative  body  on  whom  the  country 
can  rely.  I  leave  it  to  the  consciencea  of 
noble  Lords  to  answer  that  question.  I 
merely  wish  to  enter  my  protest^  in  the 
strongest  possible  terms,  against  this  BUI, 
and  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  believe 
that,  notwithstanding  my  opposition  to 
the  Bill,  I  have  as  much  compassion  for 
those  who  suffer  as  any  of  the  noble  Lords 
who  appear  to  think  they  have  a  monopoly 
of  humanity  because  they  go  in  for  this 
sort  of  legislation.  I  protest  against  this 
Bill,  because  I  regard  it  as  peddling, 
hysterical,  humanitarian,  vote-catching 
legislation,  for  which  this  great  Mother  of 
Parliaments  was  never  intended  nor 
devised,  and  which  is  calculated  to  make 
Parliamentarians  of  the  past  turn  in  their 
graves. 

Lord  NORTON  :  My  Lords,  before  we 
should  be  asked  to  iticlude  Scotland  with- 
in the  scope  of  this  Bill,  I  think  we  should 
have  some  further  infoimation  as  to  its 
provisions.  Inspectors  are  alluded  to  in 
the  Bill,  hut  there  is  no  provision  for  the 
inspectorate  nor  for  its  cost.  Supposing 
there  are  only  some  500,000  shops  in  the 
United  Kingdom  to  be  inspected  by  these 
inspectors,  their  appointment  must  mean 
a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  civil 
servants.  It  may  be  that  when  the 
number  and  the  cost  of  the  inspectors  to 
be  appointed  is  ascertained,  Scotland  may 
not  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who 
moved  this  Instruction  that  it  would  be 
an  advantage  to  be  included  in  this  Bill, 
but  might  regard  this .  as  a  Bill  to  be 
avoided.  I  therefore  think  we  should 
have  some  information  as  to  the  cost  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


669 


Seats  far  Ship  {13  July  1899}  AsmtaiUs  Ml.  GT.O 


these  iimiectors,  and  how  they  are  to  be 
employed,  before  we  are  called  upon  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  to 
Scotland. 

*Thk  Duke  OF  WESTMINSTER:  The 
question  of  the  appointment  of  these 
inspectors  was  gone  into  in  the  other 
House,  and  the  last  clause  of  the  Bill 
provides  that  it  shall  be  read  and  con- 
strued as  one  with  the  Shop  Hours  Acts, 
1892  to  1895.  I  am  informed  that  the 
some  inspectors  who  are  appointed  under 
those  Acts  will  look  after  the  provision  of 
seats  under  this  Act,  if  passed,  and  that 
there  will  consequently  be  no  additional 
expense  thrown  upon  the  country. 

The  Dukb  or  ABEECORN  :  The 
noble  Earl  on  the  Cross  Benches  (the 
Earl  of  Wemyss)  has  appealed  to  Scotch 
Peers  with  regaitl  to  this  Instruction.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  a  Scotch  Peer,  and 
I  would  appeal  to  the  House  to  accede  bo 
the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite. 
I  regard  this  as  a  measure  which  will 
prove  beneficial  to  womankind,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  those  benefits  should  not  be 
extended  to  Scotland^ 

The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN:  My 
Lords,  I  had  intended  moving  an  Instruc- 
tion in  the  direction  of  that  moved  by  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Ribblesdale),  but  he 
has  forestalled  me.  Seeing  that  the 
noble  Lord  was  already  in  the  field,  I  did 
not  burden  the  Notice  Paper  with  an 
Amendment  in  this  direction,  but  I  hope 
your  Lordships  will  not  be  under  any 
sense  of  misgiving  as  to  the  reception 
which  this  Instruction,  if  adopted,  will 
meet  with  in  Scotland.  This  is  not  a 
question  which  has  been  sprung  upon  the 
country,  or  upon  Fariiament^  in  an  un- 
expected way ;  the  movement  has  been 
going  on,  I  may  say,  for  the  past 
twenty  years.  It  came  under  my 
notice  twenty  years  ago  in  connec- 
tion with  a  pamphlet  wxitten  by 
Dr.  Ediss,  who  in  forcible  language 
drew  attention  to  the  health  aspect  of  the 
question.  It  has  also  been  frequently 
alluded  to  in  Scotland.  The  noble 
Marquess  at  the  head  of  the  Qovernment, 
in  his  speech  on  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bin,  stated  that  some  of  the  lady 
Commissioners  in  their  reports  to  the 
Labour  Commission  spoke  as  if  the 
question  of  providing  seats  for  shop 
assistants  was  an  altogether  subordinate 
and  apparently  immaterial  matter.  I 
think,  if  the  noble  Marquess  would  look 
again  into  what  he  properly  described  as 


a  bulky  volume  to  which  he  referred,  he 
will  see  that  there  are  allusions  in  it 
strongly  advocating  the  provision  for 
counter  seats  for  shop  assistants.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  semi-official  report  made  by 
one  of  the  lady  Commissionera  to  whom 
the  noble  Marquess  referred  in  terms 
just  appreciation.  I  refer  to  Miss  Irwin, 
who,  in  numerous  instances,  alludes  te 
the  importance  of  the  provision  of  seats. 
Under  the  heading  "  Provision  for  Health 
and  Comfort,"  she  says  : 

"The  provi-ion  of  seme  form  of  seats  Ik 
shops  Bhoalil  be  eompulBory." 

As  to  the  feeling  in  ScoUand,  I  venture 
to  predict  that  public  opinion  generally  is 
prepared  for  this  measure.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  it  was  more  or  less  an 
accident  that  the  Seats  for  Shop  Assistants 
(Scotland)  Bill  did  not  pass  on  the  former 
occasion.  Therefore  I,  for  one,  welcome 
the  present  opportunity  of  including 
Scotland  in  this  Bill,  and  I  certainly  hope 
the  Instruction  will  be  carried. 

Earl  COWPER  :  I,  my  lords,  am  also 
a  Scotch  Peer,  and  I  am  very  proud  of 
that  fact.  Scotchmen  in  general  are 
supposed  by  some  Englishmen  not  to  be' 
very  fond  of  spending  their  money,  but  I 
think  it  is  a  very  great  slur  upon  that 
country  to  surest  that  they  would  object 
to  being  incltu^  in  this  Bill  merely  on 
account  of  the  expense  which  would  be 
incurred  in  appointing  the  necessary 
inspectors.  I  am  sure  no  one  in  Scotland 
would  for  one  moment  give  any  considera- 
tion to  that  matter.  A  doubt  has  been 
expressed  as  to  whether  there  is  any 
strong  feeling  in  the  country  on  this 
subject.  The  noble  Earl  on  the  Cross 
Benches  (the  Earl  of  Wemyss)  has 
accused  us  of  having  voted  for  the  sake 
of  election  purposes.  I  do  not  think  this 
House  would  do  anjdhing  of  the  kind, 
but,  if  we  are  likely  to  catch  any  votes  by 
it,  it  looks  as  if  the  country  were  in  favour 
of  the  Bill.  In  my  opinion,  the  House  6f 
Lords  will  stand  in  even  a  better  position 
with  the  country  than  it  does  now,  which 
is  saying  a  good  deal,  if  it  passes  this 
Bill. 

The  Earl  of  LAUDERDALE :  I  am 
a  Scotch  Peer,  my  Lords,  and  I  am  glad 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  saying  that 
the  Instruction  which  has  been  moved  by 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  has  my  thorou^ 
and  entire  support 

On  Question,  agreed  to.    —  . 
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Moved,  That  the  House  do  now  resolve 
itself  into  Ck)iiimittee,  agreed  to. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

Clause  1 : — 

*The  Duke  of  WESTMINSTER :  It 
has  been  represented  to  me  that  under 
this  clause  too  much  power  is  given  to 
inspectors  with  regard  to  the  provision  of 
seats.  Under  the  clause  as  it  stands, 
inspectors  would  be  able  to  say  to  the 
shopkeeper,  "  You  must  put  a  chair  here," 
or,  "  You  must  put  a  chair  there."  We 
think  it  better  to  leave  the  Bill  more 
elastic  in  this  respect.  The  Bill  says  that 
the  employer  shall  provide  seats  behind 
the  counter  and  in  the  show-rooms,  or  in 
such  other  place  as  an  inspector  under 
this  Act  may  direct,  for  the  use  of  the 
assistants  employed  by  him.  My  Amend- 
ment proposes  to  leave  out  the  words  "as 
an  inspector  luider  this  Act  may  direct," 
and  insert  "  as  may  be  conveniently  used 
by  the  female  assistants."  This  Amend- 
ment has  been  su^ested  by  the  Drapers' 
Chamber  of  Trade,  and  I  hope  your 
Lordships  will  adopt  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  line  10,  to  leave  ont  from  '  place '  to 
'fwr '  and  insert '  as  may  be  conveniently  used 
the  female  assistants.* "  — (7%e  Duke  o/ 

On  Question,  "That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause,"  resolved  in  the  negative. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  ;  I  would 
like  to  ask  whether  there  are  to  be  in- 
spectors tmder  this  Bill  or  not  1 

*The  Duke  of  WESTMINSTER: 
Yes. 

The  Earl  op  WEMYSS :  What  are 
they  to  do  1 

*TheDukeop WESTMINSTER :  They 
are  to  see  that  every  shop  in  the  United 
Kingdom  has  seats,  either  behind  the 

counter  or  in  the  showrooms,  or  in  some 
other  convenient  place,  for  the  use  of  the 
female  assistants. 

On  Question,  "That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  inserted  stand  part  of  the  clause," 
agreed  to. 

♦The  Duke  of  WESTMINSTER:  The 
clause  provides  that  the  seats  shall  be  in 
the  proportion  of  not  less  than  one  seat 
to  every  two  assistants  emi^oyed  in  each 
room.  1  have  an  Amendment  which 
provides  that  the  proportion  shall  be  not 

Earl  Cowper, 


less  than  one  seat  to  every  three  assts- 

tants. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  line  12,  to  leave  ont  'two*  and  iuiert 
'  three.'  "—{The  Duke  of  Westminster.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  The 
clause  enacts  that  the  employer  shall  pro- 
vide seats  behind  the  counter  "and  in 
the  show-rooms.  I  presume  the  noble 
Duke  means  behind  the  counter  "  or  "  in 
the  show-rooms,  otherwise  he  will  have  a 
double  set  of  seats. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO  :  There  are  assist- 
ants both  behind  the  counter  and  in  the 
show-rooms.  These  are  two  different 
departments  altogether. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2:— 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS:  I  ahouH 
like  to  know  from  my  noble  friend 
whether,  when  there  is  not  sufficient 
room  between  the  counter  and  the  wall  for 
seats  to  be  place(^  the  shopkeeiwr  will 
have  to  take  another  shop. 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley):  The  clause  to 
which  the  noble  Eu-l  refers  has  been 
passed. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  Then  I  wiU 
raise  the  point  on  the  Third  Reading. 

Clause  2,  agreed  to. 
Clause  3 : — 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE  :  I  beg  to  move 
an  Amendment  to  this  clause  consequen- 
tial upon  the  Instruction  to  indude 
Scotland,  and  to  which  your  Lordships 
have  agreed. 

Amendment  moved — 
"In  page  1,  line  19,  to  leave  out  'shall 
extend  to  England  and  Ireland  only,  and.' 

{Lord  Eihble^ale.) 

*The  lord  privy  SEAL  (Viscount 
Cross)  :  After  the  decision  of  the  House 
the  other  night  with  n^ard  to  England 
and  Ireland,  it  is  quite  dear  that  Scotland 

must  be  inserted. 

On  Question,  "That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  omitted  stand  part  of  the 
clause,"  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4,  amended  and  agreed  to. 
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Bill  re-committed  to  the^tanding  Com- 
mittee, and  to  be  printed  as  amended, 
^o.  166.)  (Title  altered  to  "Seats  for 
Shop  Assistants  W.") 

QUESTIONS. 


KINGSTOWN  HARBOUR. 

♦Lord  CLONBROCK  :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  ask  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  aware  that  the  staff  of  the 
harbour-master  of  Kingstown  has  been 
reduced  by  the  Harbour  Commissioners, 
in  spite  of  his  repeated  representations,  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  quite  in- 
adequate for  the  due  discharge  of  his 
offiml  duties ;  and,  ii  so,  whether  they 
are  satisfied  as  to  the  security  to  life  and 
property  afforded  to  vessels  entering  and 
leaving  that  harbour,  or  using  it  either 
as  a  harbour  of  refuge  or  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  trade.  The  Harbour  Commis- 
aioners  of  Kingstown  are  appointed  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  are 
empowered  by  statute  to  make  bye-laws 
for  the  regulation  of  the  harbour.  The 
harbour-master  is  also  appointed  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  and  has  certain  duties 
spedfied  fay  Statute  to  perform,  subject 
always  to  the  regulations  of  the  Harbour 
■Commissioners.  But  in  order  to  properly 
perform  his  duties  it  stands  to  reason  that 
he  must  be  supplied  with  an  adequate 
staff.  Of  late  years,  owing  to  the 
acceleration  of  the  mail  service, 
the  hours  of  duty  of  his  staff  have 
been  considerably  increased,  for,  as 
of  their  duties  consists  in  securing  a 
lair  way  for  the  incoming  and  outgoing 
mail-boats,  the  men  are  practically 
■engaged  from  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  till  about  nine  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  Before  the  last  accelera- 
tion, the  harbour  -  master's  staff 
consisted  of  six  boatmen,  and 
by  working  alternately  long  and 
short  days  he  was  able  to  have  four  men 
always  on  duty.  But  since  the  accelera- 
tion owing  to  the  increased  hours  it 
became  necessary  to  divide  the  men  into 
two  reliefs,  leaving  only  three  men  on 
duty  at  a  time.  This  number  the  present 
harbour-master,  Captain  Crofton,  from  his 
]Av>fe8sional  experience,  deemed  to  be 
quite  inadequate  for  the  due  discharge  of 
his  official  duties,  and  according!^  he 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  exj>res8  this  opmion 
to  the  Harbour  Commissioners,  and  asked 
that  his  staff  might  be  increased.  Some 
correepondence  ensued,  uid  the  result  has 


been  that  his  staff  is  now  reduced  to  four 
men,  leaving  only  two  on  duty  at  one 
time.  At  Holyhead,  which  is  under  the 
Marine  Deputment  of  the  Board  of 
Trad^  the  hu-bour-master  has  six  boat- 
men constantly  on  duty,  although  his 
duties  are  not  so  arduous  as  those  of  the 
harbour-master  of  Kingstown.  He  has 
no  night  work,  nothing  to  do  with  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  the  mail  steamers, 
and  Holyhead  is  not,  like  Kingstown, 
a  yachting  station.  But  Captain  Crofton 
represented  that  if  inadequate  for  ordi- 
nary duty,  his  staff,  if  so  reduced,  would 
be  still  more  unable  to  cope  with  emer- 

fencies  which  might  at  any  time  arise, 
[e  pointed  out  Imt  in  heavy  weather  it 
woiud  be  necessary  to  put  one  of  his  men 
on  board  any  vessel  entering  the  harbour 
to  take  charge  of  her,  and  bring  her  up  to 
her  moorings.  It  does  not  require  much 
knowledge  of  nautical  matters  to  know 
that  with  only  two  men  in  a  boat  neither 
can  leave  her.  He  was  then  told  that  in 
case  of  emergency  he  ™ig^t  draw  men 
from  the  engineers'  staff.  This  he  showed 
to  be  impracticable,  as  landsmen  in  a 
boat  in  a  heavy  sea  would  be  only  in  the 
way,  and,  moreover,  as  the  working 
hours  of  the  engineers'  staff  were 
shorter  than  those  of  his,  he  might 
not  be  able  to  get  the  extra 
hands  just  when  most  wanted.  Find- 
ing that  the  Harbour  Commissioners, 
although  a  lay  body  without  any  nautical 
experience,  were  not  disposed  to  listen  to 
arguments  founded  on  experience,  he  re- 
quested them  to  send  the  correspondence 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  This  they 
refused  to  do.  He  thereupon,  thinking 
that,  as  he  had  been  appointed  by  a  former 
Lord  liieutenant,  he  was  responsible  to 
his  Excellency,  he  addressed  a  communi- 
cation to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  himself 
and  was  informed  in  reply  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  had  been  advised  that  he,  had 
no  power  to  interfere  with  the  regulations 
of  the  Harbour  Comniiasioners.  It  appears 
the  Treasury  have  also  no  power  to 
interfere.  Encouraged  apparently  by  this 
immunity  from  all  criticism,  and  resent- 
ing the  fact  that  Captain  Crofton  could 
not  concur  in  views  which  his  professional 
experience  forbade  him  to  adopt,  the 
Commissioners  have  assumed  towards  him 
a  most  dictatorial  and  overbearing  tone. 
They  have  done  their  best  to  weaken  hia 
authority  over  his  men,  by  sending  officials 
down  to  give  instructions  without  any 
reference  to  the  harbour-master,  and  they 
have  done  everything  in  thm^  power  to 
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make  his  position  an  intolerable  one. 
Among  other  acts  of  petty  perse 
cution,  they  have  lately  curtailed 
his  leave  of  absence  on  the  ground 
that,  taking  his  pay  into  accoimt,  he 
ranks  as  a  third-class  clerk.  Captain 
Crofton  is  a  retired  captain  in  Her 
Majesty's  Navy,  and  has  held  his  present 
appointment  for  tM'enty-two  years.  He 
was  appointed  by  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, with  instructions  to  co-operate 
in  every  way  with  the  authorities.  This 
he  has  done,  and  no  complaint  has  been 
made  against  him.  He  is  a  man  of  most 
punctu^  and  regular  habits,  and  has 
always  been  most  zealous  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties.  I  have  brought  this  matter 
f(»>ward,  not  onlv  in  Uie  interest 
of  Captain  Crolton,  who  is  a 
near  relative  of  mine,  but  also 
on  public  grounds.  It  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  perilous  state  of  things  that  the 
harbour  should  be  left  under  the  control 
of  a  board  of  laymen,  who  refuse  to  listen 
to  the  representations  of  an  experienced 
naval  officer.  I  cannot  think  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  can  approve  of 
this,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  owners  of 
vessels  frequenting  this  port  would  be 
most  apprebensive  as  to  the  safety  of 
their  vessels  if  they  knew  that  the  staff 
of  the  harbour-master,  on  whom  they 
must  rely  for  the  protection  of  their 
interests,  has  Iieen  reduced  to  such  an 
extent   that   the   security   to  life  and 

f)roperty  afforded  to  vessels  entering  and 
eaving  the  harbour  is  of  a  most  inade- 
quate character. 

The  Earl  of  CLANWILLIAM  :  My 
Lords,  the  behaviour  of  the  Harbour 
Commissioners  towards  the  harbour- 
master of  Kingstown  has  been  out- 
rageous; there  is  no  other  word  for  it. 
They  have  reduced  his  staff  without  ask- 
ing his  opinion,  and,  what  is  more,  there 
is  nobody  to  whom  he  can  appeal  for 
redress.  On  one  occasion  they  sent  to 
say  that  they  intended  to  reduce  bis  staff 
by  one  out  of  two,  and  asked  which  man 
he  wished  to  keep.  The  harbour-master 
replied  giving  the  name  of  the  man  he 
wished  to  retain,  but  the  Harbour  Com- 
missioners discharged  that  man  and  kept 
the  one  whom  the  harbour-master  said 
should  be  dismissed.  That  shows  the 
state  of  things  that  has  been  going  on, 
and  how  these  Commissioners  do  their 
work.  I  do  not  suppose  you  could  find  a  ' 
similar  case  in  any  Government  Depart- 

Lord  Clmhfxk. 


ment  either  in  Eogland  or  in  Ireland.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  motive  of  the 
Commissioners  is  economy,  but  I  think  it 
is  a  very  mistaken  one.  It  will  be  im- 
possible during  the  winter  time  for  the 
staff  to  properly  perform  their  duties,  and 
if,  from  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
harbour-master  to  afford  the  necessary 
assistance  to  vessels  running  in  in  distress 
or  in  a  gale  of  wind,  those  vessels  have  to 
incur  demmurage,  the  Government  wifl 
be  responsible.  I  hope  the  whole  subject 
will  be  fully  inquired  into,  and  diat  the 
Harbour  Commissioners  will  be  caUed 
upon  to  give  evidence  before  an  inde- 
pendent Committee  of  experts,  who  shidl 
form  their  opinion  on  the  matter. 

The  Eakl  of  DENBIGH :  My  Lonis,. 
I  am  afraid  I  cannot  now  go  into  any  of 
the  questions  which  have  been  raised  by 
the  noble  Lords  who  have  spoken.  I  can 
only  give  the  House  the  formal  answer 
which  I  have  been  instnicted  to  give  by 
the  Treasury,  and  which  has  just  been 
sent  down  to  me.  This  is  a  matter  which 
comes  under  the  direction  of  the  Tr»- 
sury,  and  not  under  the  Irish  Office.  The 
Commissioners  of  the  Harbour,  and  not 
the  harbour-master,  are,  of  course,  re- 
sponsible for  the  management  of  the  har- 
bour. The  staff  was  re-arranged  early  in 
this  year.  The  Commissioners  of  Kings- 
town Harbour  considered  that  if 
harbour-master  took  a  more  active  part 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  the  staff 
might  be  reduced  from  twelve  to  eleven. 
The  harbour-master  was  instructed  to 
report  immediately  any  case  in  which  the 
authorised  staff  was  proved  to  be  insuffi- 
cient. No  such  instance  has  been  re- 
ported. The  Commissioners  are  satisfied 
that,  if  the  harbour-master  properly 
carries  out  the  instructions  given  to  him, 
there  is  no  danger  whatever  to  life  or 
property  in  the  harbour.  The  noble  Earf 
(the  Earl  of  Clanwilliam)  pointed  out 
that  there  was  a  difficulty  in  ascertaining 
to  whom  the  harbour-master  was  entitled 
to  appeal  in  order  to  obtain  redress.  In 
the  absence  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  I 
cannot  express  any  opjnion,  but  I  will 
make  inquiries  into  the  matter  if  the 
noble  Earl  desires. 

*LORD  CLONBROCK :  I  do  not  con- 
sider the  answer  of  the  noble  Lord  at  all 
satisfactory.  I  think  the  Harbour  Com- 
missioners have  treated  the  Kingstown 
harboiv-master  very  badly,  and  while 
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they   have   never  made  any  complaint 

r'nat,  are  now  trying  to  indirectly 
w  a  slur  on  his  professional  capacity 
in  order  to  hide  their  own  shortcoming?. 
I  r^rd  that  as  most  unworthy  conduct 
on  their  part. 

Thk  marquess  of  LONDON- 
DERRY: My  Lords,  listening  to  this 
matter  as  an  outsider,  and  looking  at  it 
from  an  impartial  point  of  view,  I  con- 
sider the  answer  of  the  Treasury  unsatis- 
factory to  a  degree.  To  my  mind  the 
question  resolves  itself  into  one  of  two 
wings — either  the  harbour-master  is  com- 
petent or  he  is  incompetent.  If  he  is 
mcompetent,  the  sooner  he  is  dismissed 
the  better ;  but  if  he  is  competent — and 
I  gather  that  he  is,  seeing  that  no  com- 
plaint has  been  made  against  him — it  does 
appear  that  a  system  of  petty  tyranny  has 
been  directed  against  him,  either  to  hunt 
him  out  of  his  berth  or  to  make  his  life  so 
unpleasant  that  he  would  have  to  retire. 
I  think  my  noble  friend  is  entitled  to  a 
more  satisfactory  answer.  The  noble 
Earl  who  has  replied  to  my  noble  friend 
has  the  highest  sense  of  justice  and 
honour,  and  I  do  not  think  he  would 
tderate  such  tyranny  against  an  official 
under  the  Department  with  which  he  is 
connected.  I  quite  understand  that  be 
has  given  the  best  answer  he  is  able  to 
give.  So  far  as  I  can  gather,  the  Kings- 
town harbour-master  has  done  nothing  to 
merit  the  censure  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  there  has  never  been  any  complaint 
against  him.  If  my  noble  friend  takes 
my  advice,  he  will  not  let  the  question 
drop,  but  ^rill  draw  further  attention  to 
the  matter. 

*L0RD  CLONBROCK  :  In  conformity 
with  the  advice  of  my  noble  friend  and 
with  the  suggestion  of  m^  noble  and 
gallant  friencC^Lord  Clanwilliam,  I  will 
caU  attention  to  the  subject  again,  and 
move  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

Ronse  adjonmed  at  a  quarter-past 
Five  of  the  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
half-past  Ten  of  tlie  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thwrsdaif,  13/A  July  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 

No  Standing  Orders  not  previously 
inquired  into  applicable. 


Mi-.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating. 
1  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
I  Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders. 
'  not    weviously    inquired     into  are 
applictuile,  namely, 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE  GRAND  PIER 
BILL  [LonU]. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
I  time. 

WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  WATER 
\  BILL. 

!  Lords  Amendment  considered,  and 
'  agreed  to. 

FURNESS  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

GLASGOW   COHPORATION   (GAS  AND  ■ 
WATER)  BILL  [Lords]. 

GLASGOW     CORPORATION  (TRAM- 
WAYS, &c.)  BILL  [LordsJ. 

GREAT   YARMOUTH  CORPORATION 
BILL  [Lords]. 

KIRKCALDY  CORPORATION  AND 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  [Lords]. 

LOWESTOFT  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 
[Lords]. 

TOTLAND  WATER  BILL  [LonIs]. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 

Amendments. 

PORTSMOUTH  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Report  [nth  July]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time.— (Z)r.  Fargnhmmn.) 


PETITIONS. 


POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOT- 
LAND) ACT.  1816. 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  law;  from 
Ferry-Port-on-Craig,  and  Montrose ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TITHE  RENT  CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Petitions  against ;  from  United  Presby- 
terian Synod,  and  Kirkcaldy;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TROUT   FISHING  ANNUAL  CLOSE 
TIME  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Glasgow  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  a  light 
railway  in  the  Countv  of  Essex,  between 
Corringham,  Thames  Haven,  and  Kynoch- 
town  (Corringham  Light  Eaiiway  Order, 
1899)  [by  Command]  to  lie  upon  the 
l^ble. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners^  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Authorising  the  conatruclaon  of  light 
railways  in  the  County  of  Lancaster,  in 
the  parishes  of  Barton-upon-Irwell  and 
Strettord  (West  Manchester  Light  Rail- 
way Order,  1899)  [by  CommantT ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modi 
fied  and  confirmed  by  the  Bottrd  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  a  light 
railway  between  Axminster,  in  the  County 
of  Devon,  and  Lyme  Regis,  in  the  County 
of  Dorset  (Axminster  and  Lyme  Regis 
Light  Railway  Order,  1899)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  light 
railways  from  Colwyn  Bay  to  Lkindudno, 
in  the  Counties  of  Denbigh  and  Car- 
narvon (Llandudno  and  Colwyn  Bay 
Light  Railways  Order,  1898)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. . 

SIERRA  LEONE. 
Copy  presented  of  Report  by  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioner,  and  correspond- 

■  ence  on  the  subject  of  the  Insurrection 

■  in  the  Sierra  Leone  Protectorate,  1898. 
■;Part  II.  Evidence  and  Documents  [by 
^Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented  of  Diplomatic  and 
•Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2315  and  2316  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
■upon  the  Table. 


AFRICA  (No.  6,  1899). 
Cotw  presented  of  Report  by  the  Mom- 
basar Victoria  Uganda  Railway  Committee 
on  the  progress  of  the  works,  1898-9 
(with  a  map)  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table, 


ROYAL  ASSENT. 


Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  House  went; — and,  being  re- 
turned ; — 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal  As- 
sent to  a  number  of  Bills.  (See  firet 
item  in  House  of  Lords  Report  this  day  ; 
avte,  page  661.) 

SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Selection  that  they  had  discharged 
the  following  Member  from  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Trade  ^including  Agricul- 
ture and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manu- 
factures :  Mr.  Collery ;  and  had  appointed 
in  substitution,  Mr.  Power. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 

Eight  Reports  brought  up,  and  read ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  ana  to  be  printed. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  [SALARIES]. 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  payment,  out  of  moneys  provided  by 
Parliament,  of  the  Salaries  of  the  Com- 
missioner, Receiver,  and  Assistant  Com- 
missioners of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
(Queen's  recommendation  signified),  upon 
Monday  next. — (Secreiary  Sir  MaUhao 
mUe  RidUy,) 

QUESTIONS. 


BELLEVILLE  BOILERS. 
Mr.   ARNOLD^FOBSTER  (Belfast^ 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lonl  of 
the  Admiralty,  whether,  before  finally 

sanctioning  the  adoption  of  the  Belleville 
boiler  for  battle  ships  and  cruisers  now 
under  construction  or  contemplated,  of 
which  the  total  cost  will  exceed 
£10,000,000,  he  will  order  a  practical  t«8t 
to  be  made  of  the  efficiency  of  these 
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boilers  under  all  conditions,  as  compared 
with  other  boilers ;  and  whether,  with 
this  object  in  view,  he  will  attach  the 
"  Canopus,"  on  completion,  to  the 
Channel  Fleet,  and  wilfsend  a  vessel  of 
the  "  Diadem  "  class  and  of  the  "  Edgar  " 
class  respectively  to  carry  out  Naval 
reliefs  in  company. 

Thb  first  lord  of  the 
ADMIRALTY  (Mr.  Goschen,  St. 
(Jeorge's,  Hanover  Square) :  The  effi- 
ciency of  the  Belleville  boiler  has  been 
practically  tested  under  various  con- 
ditions. My  hon.  friend  does  not  seem 
to  know  that  vessels  with  Belleville 
boilers  have  already  been  attached  to  the 
Channel  Fleet,  or  that  the  "Powerful" 
has  been  doing  excellent  and  regular 
service  among  the  cruisers  of  the  China 
Station.  The  adoption  of  the  Belleville 
boiler  for  the  battleships  and  first  class 
cruisers  now  under  construction  has  been 
definitely  decided  on,  and  the  question  so 
far  as  these  ships  are  concerned  cannot  be 
reopened.  The  "  Canopus  "  will  be  com- 
missioned as  soon  as  she  is  ready,  and 
attached  to  the  Mediterranean  Fleet.  I 
eannot  make  anydefinitestatementin  reply 
to  the  third  question,  but  the  Admiral^ 
are  taking  advantage  of  every  suitable 
opportunity  to  test  these  boilers  to  the 
fullest  extent  with  a  view  to  further 
possible  imjTOvements. 

THE  "SHARPSHOOTER." 
Mr.  PENN  (Lewisham) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  XiOrd  of  the  Admiralty  how 
many  miles  the  "  Sharpshooter  "  has  run 
on  her  boiler  trials,  how  many  tubes  has 
she  in  her  boilers,  and  how  many  tubes 
have  been  renewed  during  these  trials. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  number  of  miles 
run  on  boiler  trials,  exclusive  of  distance 
run  during  contractors'  trials,  was  8,698. 
The  number  of  tubes  in  boilers  is  1,080. 
No  tubes  were  renewed  during  these 
trials. 

HASLAR  HOSPITAL. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty whether  he  can  state  if  the  medical 
authorities  were  consulted  in  connection 
with  the  recent  appointment  to  Haslar 
Hospital;  and  whether  the  appointment 
made  was  in  accordance  with  their  recom- 
mendation. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  qualifications  of 
aU  the  officers  whose  seniority  might  en- 


title them  to  consideration  for  the  appoint- 
ment in  question  were  thoroughly  and 
exhaustively  sifted  in  consultation  with 
the  Medical  Authorities.  The  responsi- 
bility for  the  ultimate  choice  rested,  as  I 
have  stated  before,  with  me.    Neither  as 

Xrds  executive,  medical,  or  any  other 
3rs  am  I  prepared  to  say  on  whose 
recommendation  I  act.  I  must  say  I  think 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  somewhat 
ill-advised  in  pressing  this  question. 

Captain  NORTON :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  my  question 
as  to  whether  the  appoinbnent  was  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  medical  authorities. 

I  Mk.  GOSCHEN:  I  have  answered 
the  question.  I  said  that  the  responsi- 
bility rested  with  me  and  not  with  the 

I  medical  authorities,  or  any  class  of  officers. 

!  I  am  not  prepared  to  state  on  what  re- 

I  commendation  I  acted. 

;  NAVAL  WORKS  BILL. 

j    Sir   U.  KAY  -  SHUTTLEWORTH 
'  (Lancashire,  N.-E.,  Clitheroe) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
i  when  the  Naval  Works  Bill  will  be 

introduced. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  Bill  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  printers,  and  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  arrange  with  the  Leader  of  the 
House  to  introduce  it  early  in  the  coming 
I  wMk. 

'  H.M.s. «  jackal- 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty);  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the 
!  space  of  four  months,  between  Ist  January 
and   29tb  April,  the  crew  of  H.M.S. 
I  "Jackal"    were  allowed    twenty -three 
I  days'  leave  of  absence ;  and  whether,  in 
I  future,  the  "  Jackal "  will  be  more  regu- 
I  larly  on  duty. 

'  Mr.  GOSCHEN:  No,  Sir.  During 
I  the  period  in  question,  the  crew  of  the 
i  "Jackal  "have  had  only  their  ordinary 
leave  for  the  night  or  for  the  Sunday 
,  when  in  harbour,  besides  the  usual  four- 
I  teen  days'  leave  at  Christmas,  which  was 
I  given  by 
,  custom. 


watches  in  accordance  with 


'  Mr.  WEIR:  Does  the  right  hon. 
'  Gentleman  dispute  the  accuracy  of  the 
j  statement  made  by  the  Lord  Advocate  % 
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Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order. 

PLYMOUTH  BREAKWATER  WORKS. 

Mr.  MILDMAY  (Devon,  Totnes)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  it  would  be  possible  that  work- 
men employed  upon  Plymouth  Break- 
water should  be  conveyed  to  and  from 
their  work  on  the  steam-tug  lately  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Estimates  instead  of  in 
open  boats. 

The  civil  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  E.) :  This  is  now  being 
done.  The  Superintending  Engineer  gave 
notice  to  the  workmen  of  uie  new  arrange- 
ments in  April  last. 

ARMY  TENTS. 
Mr.  DUNCOMBE  (Cumberland,  Egre- 
mont) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  during  the 
present  summer,  there  have  been,  oi;  will 
be,  issued  to  Volunteer  battalions  going 
into  camp  tents  of  the  pattern  known  as 
"  Mark  2,"  many  of  which  are  worn  out 
and  unserviceable,  and  quite  unfit  to 
widistand  rain. 

The  under  SECRETARYof  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  The 
General  Officer  Commanding  a  District  is 
responsible  that  all  tents  issued  in  his 
district  are  serviceable.  It  may  therefore 
be  taken  that  no  "  Mark  2  "  tents  will  be 
issued  unless  they  are  serviceable. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE :  Is  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  some  of  these  tents  have 
been  already  issued  this  year  t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  If  so,  then,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  General  Officer  Command- 
ing, they  are  serviceable. 

VOLUNTEER  UNIFORMS. 
Mr.  DUNCOMBE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  view  of  the  rapid  assimilation 
of  the  uniform  of  Volunteer  Infantry 
battalions  to  that  of  their  territorial 
regiments,  he  is  prepared,  in  the  case  of 
Volunteer  battalions  clothed  in  scarlet,  to 
amend  paragraph  22lB  of  the  Volunteer 
Eeffulations,  so  as  to  permit  of  such 
Volunteer  battalions  using  the  manual 
exercises  used  by  Infantry  of  the  Line 
and  amend  Section  865  of  the  Volunteer 
Begulations,  so  as  to  permit  the  wearing 
of  the  Infantry  sash  by  officers  and 
sergeants. 


Mr.  wyndham  :  The  question  oC 
assimilating  the  manual  of  exercise  of 
Volunteers  to  that  of  the  R^ular  force* 
is  now  under  consideration.  The  question 
of  wearing  the  sash  has  been  carefully 
considered,  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
does  not  think  it  advisable  to  make  any 
change. 

GOVERNMENT  EMPLOYEES  AS 
VOLUN  TEERS. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Epping) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether  he  i» 
aware  that  great  hardship  prevails 
amongst  Volunteers  who  are  working  in 
Government  factories  owing  to  the  fact 
that  these  men  cannot  attend  annual 
camp  drill  without  losing  their  pay  ;  and 
whether,  with  a  view  to  the  further  effi- 
ciency of  the  corps,  he  can  hold  out  any 
prospects  which  are  more  likely  to  induce 
the  men  to  put  in  more  r^ular  attendance 
at  drills  and  camp. 

*Mr.  wyndham  :  This  qiieation  has 
been  considered,  and  it  has  been  found 

impossible  to  permit  absence  without  for- 
feiture of  pay  or  equivalent  overtime,  but, 
with  these  reservations,  every  eflFort  is 
made  to  facilitate  attendance  at  drills  and 
camps. 

GIBRALTAR  BARRACKS. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  attention  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  has  been  drawn  to 
the  urgent  necessity  of  remedying  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  barracks  and 
huts  occupied  by  the  troops  stationed  at 
Gibraltar;  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
consequence  of  the  grants  of  leases  to 
private  persons  of  Crown  lands  in  the 
city  of  Gibraltar  there  is  a  dearth  of 
house  accommodation  at  reasonable  rents 
for  officers  and  their  families  stationed 
there,  and  that  the  military  medical 
officers  have  expressed  an  opinion  that 
the  congested  condition  and  overcrowded 
state  of  the  quarter  occupied  by  the  civil 
population  is  dangerous  to  the  health  of 
the  troops ;  and  whether  the  Secretatj 
of  State,  having  regard  to  the  puUic 
interest,  will  take  steps  in  conjunction  witli 
the  Colonial  Office  to  prevent  further  en- 
croachments by  building  speculators  and 
syndicates  upon  the  few  remaining  sites 
available  for  the  erection  of  ^enoo 
worlra,  naval  and  military  storehouses^ 
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quarters  for  officers  and  dockyard  officials, 
and  recreation  grounds  for  the  troops. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  barracks  at 
Gibraltar,  though  leaving  much  to  desire, 
are  not  now  insanitary.  In  the  past  five 
years  some  £26,000  has  been  spent  on 
improving  their  sanitation.  There  is  a 
scarcity  of  houses  available  for  officers' 
quarters,  and  there  is  some  overcrowding 
which  is  bad  for  the  health  of  all  the  in- 
habitants, including  the  troops.  All  these 
points  have  been  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  condition  of  Gibraltar,  and 
it  has  been  decided  that  in  '  future  no 
Crown  lands  which  may  be  required  for 
any  of  the  puiposes  stated  in  the  question 
will  be  let  on  building  leases. 

ARMY  ENLISTMENTS. 
Major  BASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  case  of  Edward  Knight,  charged  on 
28th  June  at  Worthing  with  an  assault 
on  a  girl ;  that  the  evidence  being  insuffi- 
cient to  convict,  the  accused  was  dis 
charged,  but  the  Chairman  stated  that  his 
character  was  bad,  and  that  if  the  charge 
had  been  proved  he  would  have  been 
severely  punished,  and  that  the  best  thing 
he  could  do  was  to  enlist  in  the  Army  ; 
and,  whether,  in  view  ol  the  necessity  of 
■attracting  respectable  young  men  to  the 
ranks,  the  attention  of  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor will  be  directed  to  this  obiier  dvAma  of 
the  Chairman. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  kny  remark  such 
as  that  which  the  Chairman  of  the 
Worthing  Bench  is  reported  to  have  made 
whoa  diwfaarging  Edward  Knight,  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
most  reprehensible  and  injurious  to  the 
Army.  It  cannot  be  too  clearly  under- 
stood that  the  Army  is  not  a  penitentiary 
for  bad  characters,  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  will  consider  what  steps  can  be 
taken  to  induce  magistrates  to  refrain 
from  su^estions  of  so  mischievous  a 
nature. 

RAILWAY  COMPANIES  AND  THE 
VOLUNTEERS. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
'Central) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  if  the  War  Office 
has  now  succeeded  in  arranging  with  the 
several  commnies  to  convey  Volunteer 
corps  proceeding  to  camps  of  instruction 
upon  Saturdays  as  heretofore,  in  order 


that  full  advantage  may  be  taken  of  their 

holiday  for  the  national  defence. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  inform  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
that  satisfactory  arrangements  have  been 
made  with  all  the  rulway  companies  con- 
cerned for  the  conveyance  of  Volunteers 
to  camps  on  Saturday  the  5th  August 
next.  I  hope  that  this  arrangement  will 
be  continued  in  future  years. 

REGIMENTAL  FACINGS. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  beg  to 
I  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
I  whether  any  regiments  have  yet  applied 
■  for  permission  to  resume  their  historical 
facings;  and,  if  so,  whether  they  have 
;  received  the  desired  permission,  and 
{ under  what  conditions. 

Mr.  ^VYNDHAM:  Three  regiments 
only  have  applied  for  restoration  of  their 
old  facings,  the  Northumberland  Fusiliers, 
the  Yorkshire  Regiment,  and  the  Seaforth 
Highlanders.    In  each  case  the  applica- 
I  tion  has  been  granted.    As  I  stated  to  the 
,  House  on  the  2nd  of  March,  this  alteration 
I  wiU  apply  to  the  tunic  only. 

I        ARMY  RECRUITING  IN  THE 
HIGHLANDS. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
j  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
.  for  War  if  he  will  state  the  number  of 
recruits  for  the  Army  obtained  this  year 
in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  the 
'  average  number  recruited  there  during 
the  preceding  five  years. 

I  *Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  recruits  ob- 
1  tained  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present 
year  have  been  566.  The  average 
number  recruited  yearly  during  the  last 
five  years  has  been  1,035. 

WAR  OFFICE  REORGANISATION. 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Notts,  W.) :  I  Iwg  to 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  whether  he  is  able  to  give  an  assur- 
ance that  the  Committee  on  War  Office 
Reorganisation,  of  which  he  is  chairman, 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  recom- 
mending that  the  ckims  of  officers 
wound^  in  action  and  rendered  unfit  for 
military  service,  but  not  incapacitated 
from  performing  secretarial  and  admini- 
strative duties  at  the  W^ar  Office,  shall  be 
favourably  considered  for  appointment  to 
the  clerical  staff  in  the  Adjutant  General's 
Department,   Quartermaster  General's 
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Department,  and  Ordnance  Department 
on  vacancies  occurring  in  those  depart- 
ments. 

♦Me.  WYNDHAM  :  Officers  who  have 
been  wounded  in  action^  and  whom  it  is 
possible  to  retain  on  the  active  list,  have 
from  time  to  time  been  employed  at  head- 
quarters upon  such  duties  as  they  are 
competent  to  perform,  but  the  Secretary 
of  State  is  unable  to  ^ve  an  undertaking 
that  such  officers  will  be  employed  in 
large  numbers  at  the  War  Office. 

SPECIAL  SERVICE  OFFICERS  FOR 
SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Mr.  LABOUCHKRE  (Northampton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  paragraph  in  The 
firms  of  6th  July,  with  regwd  to  military 
preparations  for  South  Africa,  and  the 
despatch  of  special  service  officers,  was 
communicated  to  other  newspapers  as 
well  as  to  The  Times,  and  if  so  to  which  ; 
and  whether  the  officers  despatched  to 
organise  residents  and  locid  forces  will  act 
independently  of  the  Ministers  of  any 
self-governing  Colonies  in  which  the  said 
residentd  and  local  forces  may  be. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  answer  to  the 
first  question  is  in  the  negative.  The 
officers  selected  for  special  service  in 
South  Africa  will  report  themselves  to,  and 
act  under  the  orders  of,  the  general  officer 
commanding  Her  Majesty's  forces  in  that 
country.  Their  position  in  relation  to 
the  civil  authorities  of  the  colonies  con- 
cerned will  not  diifer  from  that  of  other 
officers  already  serving  in  the  same  com- 
mand. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.).:  Can  the 
hon.  Gentleman  state  on  what  principle 
the  information  was  given  to  Tlie  Times 
newspaper  and  not  to  other  papers  1 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  have  no  idea.  I 
supposo  they  asked  for  it. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  do  not  think  that  is 
a  sufficient  answer.  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  answered  my  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order. 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  It  is  the  Figott  relationship. 

EXPANDING  BULLETS. 
Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

Mr.  VoxaU, 


War  whether  the  Mark  IV.  missile  is 

afTected  by  temperature  in  its  initio 
action,  and  is  liable  to  develop  an 
abnormal  pressure  and  to  detonatitm 
within  the  barrel,  instead  of  exploding; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  consider  the 
propriety  of  not  supplying  this  ammuni- 
tion for  Volunteer  nfle  competitions  in 
hot  weather.  I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
Mark  IV.  missile  had  to  be  replaced  by 
anothOT  bullet  at  the  Bisley  shooting  on 
Tuesday  owing  to  the  danger  which  was 
involved  in  the  use  of  this  newly  adopted 
service  cartridge  by  the  Volunteer  marks- 
men ;  and  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 
place  samples  of  the  missile  in  question  in 
the  Tea  Room  for  the  inspection  of  Mem- 
bers of  this  House.  I  beg  further  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  institute  an  inquiry  into 
the  alleged  bad  behaviour  of  the  Mark  IV. 
missile  at  the  Bisley  rifle  ranges,  and 
particularly  into  the  statements  that  such 
a  cartridge  would  be  most  dangerous  for 
those  using  it  in  tropical  regions ;  and 
whether  the  War  Department  will  recon- 
sider its  action  in  supplying  this  bullet  to 
the  troops  now  sening  in  South  Africa. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Perhaps  the  hon. 

Member  will  allow  me  to  answer  his  three 
questions  at  the  same  time.  The  Mark 
IV.  ammunition  was  used  by  several 
battaHons  of  British  troops  at  Omdurman, 
and  was  reported  on  favourably.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
bullet  is  affected  by  temperature  in  its 
initial  action,  or  that  the  cordite  charge  is 
liable  to  detonate.  A  report  has  been 
called  for  on  the  accidents  which  occiured 
at  Bisley,  and  in  the  meantime  other 
ammunition  has  been  supplied  to  the 
Volunteers.  This  bullet  has  been  proved 
by  the  firing  of  many  thousands  of  rounds 
at  Woolwich,  and  will  continue  to  be 
issued  unless  the  present  inquiry  should 
reveal  some  unsuspected  defect.  I  shall 
be  happy  to  place  some  of  these  bullets  in 
the  Tea  Room. 


Mr.  DILLON  :  Is  it  a  fact,  as  stated  in 
The  Times,  that  the  bullet  which  is  in- 
tended to  expand  only  on  striking  has 
shown  an  inconvenient  tendency  to  expand 
before  leaving  the  rifle  1 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  hon.  Member 
had  better  wait  for  the  report  of  the 
inquiry. 
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GUNS  FOR  SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Mr.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  thirty 
machine  gun  carriages  were  despatch^ 
yesterday  for  shipment  at  Southampton 
for  South  Africa ;  and  whether  Mark  IV. 
bullets,  which  expand  on  impact,  are  to 
be  used  with  these  machine  guns. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  No  machine  gun 
carriages  were  sent  to  South  Africa 
yesterday.  If  any  machine  guns  should 
be  sent  to  South  Africa,  Mark  IV. 
ammunition  would  be  sent  with  them. 

TROOPS  FOR  SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Mr.  DILLON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
another  battery  of  Royal  Field  Artillery 
has  been  selected  for  service  in  the  Cape ; 
and  whether  this  is  the  fifth  battery  now 
under  orders  for  the  Cape. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  ;  Three  batteries  are 
tinder  orders  to  proceed  to  South  Africa, 
viz.,  18th,  62nd,  and  76th. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER;  Arising  out 
of  that  answer,  may  I  ask  whether  the 
hon.  (gentleman  purposes  to  answer  all 
questions  with  regard  to  the  movement 
of  troops,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  such 
questions  mav  possibly  be  asked  in  the 
interests  of  the  enemies  of  the  country  1 

(No  answer  was  given.) 

COOPER'S  HILL  ENGINEERS. 
Mr.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  has  anived  at  any  conclusion 
inpon  the  case  of  the  senior  Cooper's  Hill 
E^igineers,  which  some  few  monUis  ago  he 
stated  was  under  consideration  by  the 
Government;  and  whether  their  com- 
plaint that  their  careers  had  been  ruined 
by  the  terms  of  their  engagement  being 
broken,  and  that  they  are  reduced 
towards  the  close  of  their  service  into  a 
position  of  great  anxiety  and  distress, 
can  in  any  way  be  met  and  alleviated ; 
and  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table, 
and  cause  to  be  circulated,  the  Govem- 
ment  of  India's  despatch,  No.  15,  Public 
Works,  dated  28th  January,  1890,  con- 
taining that  Grovemment's  views  upon 
the  whole  (question ;  also  copy  oi  a 
Minute  by  Sir  George  Ghesney  Mrritten 
in  January,  1890  (referred  to  in  that 
despatch),  and  its  enclosures. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 


Ealing) :  I  stated  on  the  15th  of  June  in 
this  House  that  a  drapatch  conveying  my 
decisi(m  on  this  subject  was  then  on  its 

way  to  India.  Since  then  it  has,  na 
doubt,  been  received  and  acted  upon  in 
the  manner  which  I  described.  A  motion 
for  the  publication  of  the  correspondence 
referred  to  in  the  question  was  put  down 
in  1895,  but  my  predecessor  declined  to 
agree  to  it,  and  I  see  no  reason  for 
departing  from  that  decision. 

BALKAN  REFORMS. 

Mr.  STEVENSON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  what  steps  have  been  taken  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  urge  upon 
the  Signatory  Powers  to  the  Treaty  of 
Berlin  the  necessity  for  executing  the 
reforms  in  the  Balkan  provinces  of  the 
Ottoman  EmpirOj  in    accordance  with 
Article  23  of  that  Treaty ;  and  whether, 
I  in  view  of  the  reports  recently  received 
from     Macedonia,    the    Secretary  of 
!  State  will  consider  the  desirability  of  in- 
I  viting  the  Ambassadors  of  the  Great 
I  Powers  at  Constantinople  to  re-examine 
.  the  proposals  made  bv  the  noble  Lord 
I  now  Member  for  Cricklade  and  the  other 
;  European  Commissioners  in  their  memo- 
randum of.  the  23rd  of  August  1880,  on 
the  introduction  of  administrative  re- 
forms into  European  Turkey. 

♦The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  TOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford): 
Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Constan- 
tinople has  joined  the  representatives  of 
other  Powers  on  several  occasions  in 
urging  the  introduction  of  reforms  in  the 
Balkan  provinces,  but  it  is  not  considered 
that  such  action  as  is  suggested  would  in 
present  circumstances  be  opportune. 

TRADE  IN  NIGERIA. 

Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
RushclifFe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
what  have  been  the  figures  of  trade  (im- 
ports and  exports  separately)  for  each  of 
the  ten  years  1889  to  1898  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  territory 
administered  by  the  Niger  Company  ; 
whether  any  expense  has  been  borne  by 
the  Imperial  Exchequer  in  relation  to 
that  Protectorate  since  the  grant  of  the 
charter ;  and  in  that  case  what  has  been 
the  total  sum  so  charged  and  for  what 
purpose. 
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*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Niger  Company  that  no  separate 

.  account  of  trade  as  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Nigeria  has  been  kept.  A 

-certain  portion  of  the  Nigeria  trade  is 
with  the  Continent.  No  expense  what- 
ever has  been  borne  by  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer in  relation  to  the  Protectorate 

.  since  the  grant  of  the  charter. 

JAPANESE   LABOUR   IN  BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  DAVITT  :.  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 

.  any  remonstrance  has  been  addressed  to 
the  Colonial  Office  by  the  Grovernment  of 
British  Columbia,  or  any  of  its  citizens, 
against  the  vetoing  of  the  Provincial  Act 
which  prohibited  the    employment  of 

-cheap  Japanese  labour  in  the  mines  of  the 
<x>lony  ;  whether  the  labour  party  of  the 

•  colony  has  protested  against  this  inter- 
ference with  the  legislative  privileges  of 
the  people  of  British  Columbia,  on  the 
ground  that  the  action  of  the  Dominion 
Legislature  has  been  influenced  by  the 

■  capitalists  of  the  colony,  whose  interests 
favour  the  employment  of  cheap  Asiatic 
labour  in  the  mines ;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  labour  organisations  of 
Canada  are  in  active  sympathy  with  the 
views  of  similar  bodies  in  British 
Columbia,  and  demand  that  some  ade- 
quate safeguard  shall  be  provided  for  the 
protection  of  Canadian  labour  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  Dominion  against  the 
influx  of  cheap  labour  from  the  East, 
which  it  is  alleged  this  vetoing  of  the  Act 
of  prohibition  will  precipitate  to  the  in- 
jury of  the  white  workers  of  all  the 
Canadian  provinces. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  answer  to  all 
three  questions  is  in  the  negative.  I  have 
.received  no  protests  on  the  subject. 

QUEEN'S  BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATION 
IN  NATAL. 

Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  will  explain  on 
what, grounds,  at  the  recent  celebration 
of  the  Queen's  Birthday  in  Natal,  the 

-children  of  natives  of  British  Africa 
were  forbidden  the  authwities  to  view 
the    festivities  in   company  with  the 

children  of  white  people. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  have  no 
information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  :  The  statement 
has  been  published  in  the  papers. 

TRANSVAAL  AFFAIRS. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  I  b^  to  ask  the 
Secretary  oS  State  for  the  Golonies 
whether  the  Government  will  lay  before 
Parliament  papers  containing  a  full 
account  of  the  Bloemfontein  negotiations, 
and  relative  communications  with  the 
Governments  of  Cape  Colony  and  Nat&I 
in  regard  to  the  position  of  ^airs  in  the 
South  African  Republic 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  at  the  same  time 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  can  now  see  his  way 
to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  Home  the 
despatches  from  ^r  A.  Milner  giving  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Bloem- 
fontein Conference. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  papers 
relating  to  the  Bloemfontein  negotiations 
will  be  given.  As  to  the  communica- 
tions with  the  Gape  and  Natal  Grovem- 
ments  I  vn\\  consider  what  papers  can  be 
^veti — ^I  may  have  to  consult  the 
Colonial  Governments, 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  has  formed  an  approxiinative 
estimate  of  the  number  of^  British-bom 
white  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  now  domi- 
<aled  in  the  Transvaal  Republic  ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  he  will  communicate  it  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No  census 
of  the  Transvaal  has  been  taken  since 
1890.  SirJ.de  Wet  estimated  in  1894 
that  of  a  total  Uitlander  population  oi 
70,000,  63,000  were  British  subjects. 
The  total  number  of  Uitlanders  now  in 
the  Republic  has  been  estimated  roughly 
at  200,000,  of  which  the  same  proportion 
as  in  Sir  J.  de  Wet's  estimate  would  be 
159,000  British  subjects. 

Mr.  WHARTON  (Yorkshire,  West 
Riding,  Ripon) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  law  as  to  the  education  of 
children  of  English-speaking  parents  in 
the  elementary  schools  in  the  IVuisvaal 
remains  the  same  aa  descrilei  by  wit- 
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neases  before  the  South  African  Oom- 
mittee,  ue.,  that  in  elementary  schools  at 
Johannesburg  and  elsewhere  education 
was  only  allowed  to  be  given  in  the  Dutch 
language,  although  it  was  admitted  that 
there  were  plenty  of  competent  English- 
speaking  teachers  available  ;  and,  whether 
the  taxation  of  food  and  other  necessaries 
of  life  continues  as  onerous  and  stringent 
as  reported  by  witnesses  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  whether  any  change  has 
taken  place  with  regard  to  such  taxation 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  law 
remains  unaltered.  Under  it  the  Super- 
intendent of  Education  may  make 
arrangements  for  the  education  of  non- 
Dutch  speaking  children  on  the  Gold- 
fields,  and  at  present  English  is  allowed 
to  be  the  medium  of  instruction  in  the 
lowest  standards,  but  more  and  more 
Dutch  is  required  until  Dutch  becomes 
the  only  medium.  The  Uitlanders,  being 
unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the  State- 
aided  education,  for  which  they  have  to 
pay,  have  voluntarily  subscribed  about 
ilOO.OOO  as  a  fund  for  providing  educa- 
tion for  English  children  on  the  Rand.  I 
believe  that  the  taxation  on  food  and 
necessaries,  though  some  iterations  have 
been  made  in  the  customs  tariff,  remains 
substantially  the  same. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness):  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  these 
taxes  are  above  or  below  the  same  taxes 
in  Cape  Colony  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  give  notice  of  the  question 
I  will  give  him  a  reply. 

Dr.  CLARK.:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  it 
is  the  case  that  under  the  resdution  of 
the  Volksraad  in  1696  five  school  have 
been  established  on  the  Goldfields  of  the 
South  African  Republic ;  that  of  the 
fifteen  teachers  ten  are  English  and  five 
Dutch  ;  and  that  the  maximum  time  re- 
quired to  earn  the  highest  grants  in  these 
schools  is  five  hours  per  week  for  the 
senior  scholars. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN;  I  under- 
stand that  a  few  such  schools  have  been 
established,  but  I  am  not  in  possession  of 
details  as  to  the  staff  and  the  hours.  I 
believe  that  a  condition  attaching  to  the 
grant  is  that  the  children  must  pass  an 
examination  in  South  African  history  and 

VOL.  LXXIV.   [Fourth  Sbries.] 


in  the  Dutch  languag&  (See  page  77  of 
C.  9345.) 

DISTRICT  AGRICULTURAL 

ANALYSTS. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  I  beg  l» 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture how  many  appointments  of  dis- 
trict agricultural  analysts  under  tha 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Htuffa  Act, 
by  county  councils  and  councils  of  county 
boroughs  respectively,  have  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  of  Apiculture  in 
accordance  with  the  pro\'ision8  of  that 
Act, 

*The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Lonu,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  Appointments  of  dis- 
trict agricultural  analysts  have  been  ap- 
proved for  all  administrative  counties 
with  but  two  exceptions,  and  in  fourteen 
county  boroughs. 

TITHE  RENT  CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  tha 
Board  of  Agriculture  if  he  will  specify 
respectively  the  rates  referred  to  ia 
Clause  4  of  the  Tithe  Rent-charge  (lUtes) 
Bill  as  rates  which  the  owner  of  tithe- 
rent-charge  is  liable  as  compared  with  tha 
occupier  of  buildings  to  be  assessed  to  or 
to  pay  on  the  proportion  of  one-half  and 
of  less  than  one-half  ;  and  if  he  will  nam« 
the  enactments  by  which  the  rate  is  in  each 
case  imposed  in  the  proportion  men- 
tioned. 

*Mr.  long  :  The  object  of  the  excep- 
tion in  Clause  4  of  the  Bill  is  to  exclude 
from  relief  those  rates  in  respect  of  which 
owners  of  tithe  rent-charge  have  already 
been  placed  by  Statute  in  as  good  or 
better  position  than  that  in  which  they 
will  be  placed  under  the  Bill.  The  most 
important  rates  which  fall  within  thu 
category  are  the  general  district  rate  in 
urban  districts,  and  the  special  expenm 
rate  in  rural  districts  which  are  levied  in 
conformity  with  Sections  211  and  230  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  raUm 
levied  for  the  expenses  arising  under  the 
Lighting  and  Washing  Act,  183.1,  in  con- 
formity with  Section  33  of  that  Act,  as 
extended  by  the  Tithe  Rating  Act;  1851. 

Mr.  J.  H.  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  .^^culture  whether  he  will 
state  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  dediio- 
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itions  which  will  be  made  under  the  Tithe 
^Rent-charge  (Kates)  Bill  from  the  sums 
'HOW  payable  to  the  local  authorities  in 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire. 

*Mr.  long  :  The  aggregate  amount  of 
fthe  shares  of  the  counties  and  county 
boroughs  in  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  in 
a  sum  of  £87,000  distributed  in  the  pro- 
-portion  of  what  are  known  as  the  "  dis- 
/continued  grants  "  would  be  £3,982. 

Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN  (Carmarthen- 
shire, W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
'the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  will 
:  state  the  amount  which  will  be  deducted 
|rom  the  sum  payable  to  the  County  of 
Carmarthen  out  of  the  Local  Taxation 

frant  under  the  Tithe  Kent-chaige  (Rates) 

*Mr.  long  :  The  share  of  the  County 
<of  Carmarthen  in  a  sum  of  £87,000  dis- 
tributed in  the  proportion  of  what  are 
Icnown  as  the  "  discontinued  grants " 
would  amount  to  £277. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (MerthyrTydvil): 
1  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  j 
of  Agriculture  if  he  will  consent  to  the 
motion  for  a  Return  relating  to  the 
■amounts  to  be  deducted  in  respect  of  the 
Tithe  Bent-charge  (Rates)  BiU  from  the 
■suiuB  receivable  by  local  authorities  on 
■account  of  the  Estate  Duty  Grant,  stand- 
ing on  to-day 'a  Paper^ 

*Mr,  long  :  It  would  not  be  prac- 
ticable to  give  the  Return  asked  for 
without  a  detailed  investigation  of  the 
circumstances  as  they  at  present  exist  in 
each  parish  in  which  tithe  rent-charge  is 
attached  to  a  benefice,  and  even  therefore 
HI  the  value  of  such  a  Return  were  equi- 
walent  to  the  cost  and  labour  of  its  pre- 
gnzation,  which  we  do  not  think  would  be 
ithe  case,  it  could  not  be  made  available 
iuntil  long  after  the  Bill  will,  as  we  hope, 
ihave  passed  into  law. 

HANWELL  BARRACK  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  HAZFXL  (Leicester) ;  I  beg  to 
■ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  a  proposal  made  by  the 
managers  of  the  Central  London  School 
District  to  spend  about  £250  in  establish- 
ing a  printing  office  at  the  large  barrack 
schools  at  Hanwell ;  and  whether  he  will 
undertake  to  refuse  to  sanction  such 
expenditure  in  accordance  with  his  stated 
intention  of  not  adding  to  the  existing 


Poor  Law  children's  institutions,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Poor  Law  Schools  Committee. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chapun, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  I  have  not  re- 
ceived any  proposal  from  the  managers 
of  the  Central  London  School  District  on 
the  subject  referred  to  in  the  question,  I 
understand  that  a  proposal  made  by  one 
of  the  managers  to  establish  a  printing 
press  was  referred  to  a  oomm:tt«e,  but 
that  nothing  more  has  been  done  in  the 
matter. 

STEEPLE     MORDEN  RECREATION 
GROUND. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  <A 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  County  Council  of  Cam- 
bridgeshire made  an  order  on  lUh  May 
for  acquiring  four  acres  of  land  at 
Steeple  Moroen  for  a  public  recreatim 
ground ;  and  whether,  as  the  confirmati<Hi 
of  the  order  has  remained  unopposed,  the 
Local  Government  Board  will  issue  at  an 
Carly  date  an  Order  confirming  the  order 
of  the  County  Council. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  The  formal  Order  is 
in  preparation  and  will  very  shortly  be 

issued. 

COLOURING  OF  FOODSTUFFS. 
Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
whether  he  has  recently  promised  or 
agreed  to  the  appointment  of  a  Commit- 
I  tee  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the 
I  colouring  of  margarine  and  the  additicnt 
of  preservatives  to  butter  and  milk. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  I  haveappointedaCmn- 
mittce  to  inquire  into  the  use  of  preser^ 
vatives  and  colouring  matters  in  the  pre- 
servation and  colouring  of  food  generuly. 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  Ux 
Wigtownshire  has  consented  to  act  as 
Churman,  and  the  other  members  of  the 
Committee  will  be  Professor  Thorpe,  of  the 
Government  Laboratory,  Dr.  Bulstrode, 
one  of  the  Medical  Inspectors  of  the  Local 
I  Grovemment  Board,  and  Dr.  Timnicliffe^ 
of  the  Physiological  Laboratory,  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

I     Mr.   HEDDERWICK  :    Are  we  to 
understand  that  the  Government  inc^id 
]  to  drop  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  ffill 
J  this  session  1 
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Mr.  CHAPLIN:  Nothing  of  the  kind. 

FACTORY  FUMES  AT  WESTMINSTER. 

Mr.  BAKTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  increasing  quantity 
of  smoke  and  fumes  that  are  emitted  from 
the  pottery  and  drain-pipe  works  on  the 
river  nearly  opposite  this  House  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  on  Tuesday  Lambeth 
Bridge  was  invisible  in  the  afternoon  from 
this  cause,  and  that  the  Committee  Rooms, 
the  Terrace,  and  the  dining-rooms  were 
£Ued  for  hours  with  most  unpleasant 
fumes  ;  and  whether  he  can  take  steps  to 
require  the  owners  of  these  works  to 
•consume  their  own  smoke  and  not  con- 
taminate the  neighbourhood  with  these 
fumes. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  no  control  over  the 
owners  of  the  works  referred  to  in  the 
■question,  but  I  have  communicated  with 
the  Clerk  to  the  Lambeth  Vestry,  in 
which  parish  the  works  are  situated.  I 
4im  informed  that  the  Vestry  have  made 
And  are  still  making  daily  observations 
with  respect  to  the  emisnon  of  smoke 
from  the  works  of  manufacturing  firms  in 
the  parish,  and  particularly  from  the  two 
leading  pottery  and  drain-pipe  works  on 
the  Albert  Embankment,  three  inspectors 
having  been  specially  told  off  for  this 
purpose.  Proceedings  have  already  been 
taken  in  several  cases,  and  convictions 
obtained  in  respect  of  the  emission  of 
black  smoke.  Several  notices  have  been 
served  upon  the  pottery  and  drain-pipe 
firms  in  question,  and  summonses  will  be 
issued  whenever  any  nuisance  under  the 
Act  can  be  substantiated.  It  is  under- 
stood that  large  sums  have  been  ex- 
pended by  the  two  potteiy  firms  in  alter- 
iTig  their  furnaces  and  appliances,  so  as  to 
minimise  the  smoke  and  fumes  arising  in 
the  course  of  their  manufacturing  pro- 
■cesses,  and  they  have  expressed  their 
-willingness  to  make  any  further  altera- 
tions of  a  practical  nature  if  any  such  can 
be  suggested. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD-POSI- 
TION OF  SIR  HUGH  OWEN. 

Mr.  (JODDAED  (Ipswich) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  the  late  permanent 
Secretary  of  that  Board,  who  retired  from 
the  office  on  the  31st  December  last  with 
^  large  pension,  still  retains  the  appoint- 


ment of  Receiver  of  Metropolitan 
Common  Poor  Fund  at  a  salary  of  £500 
a  year;  and  whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  that  Sir  Hugh  Owen 
should  continue  to  occupy  the  latter  post 
for  an  indefinite  period. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  The  salary  of  the 
office  in  question  is  £400 — not  £500  a 
year.  It  is  quite  distinct  from  that  of 
Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  the  salary  is  not  paid  out  of 
Imperial  funds.  The  office  is  still  hold 
by  Sir  Hugh  Owen,  and  I  see  no  reason 
whatever  why  he  should  not  continue  to 
retain  it. 

SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE -CHILDREN'S 
COUNTRY  TRIPS. 

Mr.  HAZELL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  work  of 
the  Country  Holidays'  Fund,  the  Chil- 
dren's Fresh  Air  Mission,  and  similar 
organisations  for  sending  children  from 
London  to  country  cottages  for  two  or 
three  weeks  during  the  summer ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  number  of  children 
thus  sent  away  annually  is  approximately 
55,000,  and  is  increasing,  aud  that  it  is 
admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  benefit  to 
the  children,  both  physically  and  educa- 
tionally, is  very  great ;  is  he  aware  that 
the  bulk  of  the  children  are  sent  away 
during  the  school  holidays  in  order  not  to 
interfere  with  their  school  attendance, 
and  that  consequently  there  is  constantly 
increasing  difficulty  in  placing  so  many 
children  with  country  cottagers  during 
this  short  period ;  and  whether,  having 
re^rd  to  the  immense  advantages  the 
children  obtain,  he  will  consider  the  possi- 
bility of  this  fortnight's  visit  being 
reckoned  as  school  attendance  on  the 
^[round  of  its  educational  value,  or  will 
m  some  other  way  propose  a  remedy  for 
this  difficulty. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  GORST,  Cambridge 
University) :  The  answer  to  paragraphs 
1,  2,  and  3  is  in  the  affirmative.  In  reply 
to  paragraph  4,  it  would  be  impracticable, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of 
Council,  to  reckon  these  holiday  visits  as 
school  attendance.  But  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  the  London  School  Board  and 
the  Voluntary  school  managers  from 
making  such  arrangement  t^  all  the 
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elementary  schools  in  London  will  not 
have  their  holidays  at  the  same  time. 

RAILWAY  COMPANIES'  RUNNING 
POWERS. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
when  the  Mansion  House  Association  on 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  may  expect  to 
receive  a  reply  to  their  letter  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  with  referrace  to  the  neglect  of 
the  railway  companies  to  supply  on  their 
sectional  maps  information  as  to  their 
running  pon-crs.  I  may  add  that  the  date 
of  the  letter  was  1 1th  May. 

Mr.  long  (for  Mr.  Ritchie):  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  not  lost  sight  of  this 
matter,  and  as  recently  as  the  3rd  of  July 
the  Department  received  a  letter  from  the 
Clearing  House  intimating  that  the  sub- 
ject was  to  be  brought  before  a  meeting 
of  general  managers  on  the  25th  instant, 
and  that  after  that  date  a  further  commu- 
nication would  be  addressed  to  the  Board. 

INHAHITED  HOUSE  DUTY. 
Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hampshire,  N.):  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  lodges  in  the  country  which  are 
let  to  labourore  are  liable  to  Inhabited 
House  Duty. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach, Bristol, 
W.) :  The  question  is  one  of  law,  which 
can  be  authoritatively  decided  only  by 
the  courts ;  but  the  opinion  of  the  Boara 
of  Inland  Revenue  is  that  a  lodge  be- 
longing to  and  occupied  with  a  dwelling- 
house  18  tihareeable  with  Inhabited  House 
Duty  under  t^e  Act  48  Geo.  III.,  Cap.  55, 
Schedule  B.,  Rule  2. 

CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT— CASE  OF 
MARY  ANSELL. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILSON  (Hull,  "\V.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  has  given 
his  sanction  to  the  execution  of  alary 
Ansell  on  the  19th  July;  and  will  he 
state  how  many  men  and  how  many 
women  have  been  executed  in  the  years 
1896,  1897,  1898;  and  in  how  many 
instances  have  memorials  for  mercy  been 
refused. 

•The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOMIi:  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
As  to  the  first  paragraph,  I  must  decline 
to  answer  any  question  in  the  House  as 
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to  the  advice  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
tender  to  Her  Majesty.  Thirty-five  men 
and  one  woman  were  executed  in  the 
period  referred  to.  In  the  ^reat  majority 
of  these  cases  applications  m  some  form 
for  mercy  were  made. 

SCOTTISH  REFORMATORIES  AND 
INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  ci 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether  he 
will  consent  to  introduce  the  Bill  which 
has  been  prepared  for  the  transference  of 
the  control  of  Scottish  reformatories  and 
industrial  schools  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  on  the  distinct  understanding 
that  it  shall  not  be  proceeded  with  this 
session  unless  it  can  go  through  un- 
opposed. 

*SiR  M.  WITE  RIDLEY  :  I  am  afraid 
that  I  cannot  do  this.  There  are  several 
points  of  detail  to  be  settled  before  the 
matter  can  be  ready  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament. 

TREATMENT  OF  YOUNG  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxfoid  Univei^ 
sity) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 

for  the  Home  Department  what  provision 
is  intended  to  be  made  for  young  persons 
sentenced  to  detention  in  reformatory 
schools  between  their  conviction  and  their 
reception  into  such  schools,  now  that  it 
will  be  no  longer  lawful  to  detain  them  in 
prison ;  and  whether  he  proposes  to  send 
any  circular  to  the  various  Courts  oS 
Quarter  and  Petty  Sessions  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  The  Refor- 
matory Schpols  Amendment  Act,  to  which, 
I  suppose,  my  right  hon.  friend  refers, 
provides  merely  that  a  ju\'enile  offender 
shall  not  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment 
in  addition  to  being  committed  to  a 
reformatory.  There  is  nothing  in  this 
to  interfere  with  the  providons  of  Sec- 
tion 2  of  the  Act  of  1893,  wider  whidk 
the  offender  can  be  sent  for  a  short  time 
to  a  prison,  or  any  other  place,  until  a  fit 
school  willing  to  receive  him  is  found. 
I  am  about  to  issue  a  circular  respecting 
the  new  Act. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Wood- 
stock) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  tho 
Qoremment  intend  to  bring  in  a  Bill  during 
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tiie  present  session  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Select  Ccmmittee 
4m  Burial  Grounds,  as  contemplated  hy 
them  on  9th  February. 

♦Sir  M.WHITE  RIDLEY:  No,  Sir;  I 
4U&  afrud  it  will  not  be  possible  this  ses- 
sion to  bring  in  a  Burials  Bill. 

BAIL  REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  observations  of  Mr. 
Justice  Mathew  at  the  Rent  Assizes,  in 
tiie  case  of  the  Queen  against  Ryle,  in 
which  the  prisoner  had  been  six  months 
in  prison  awaiting  her  trial  owing  to  the 
refusal  of  the  committing  magistrate  to 
■admit  her  to  bail,  as  he  thought  he  had  no 
power  to  do  so ;  and  whether  he  will  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  inform  magistrates 
as  to  the  powers  they  possess  under  recent 
legislation  of  admitting  prisoners  to  bail. 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  I  have 
seen  a  newspaper  report  of  the  observa- 
tions of  the  learned  judge.  I  have  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  magistrates  gene- 
rally are  unaware  of  their  powers  with 
regard  to  bail,  and  no  evidence  to  this 
efiect  has  reached  me  with  the  exception 
of  this  one  case. 

STREET  REGULATIONS— BARBEL 
ORGANS. 

Mr.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  custom  of  attaching 
cradles  with  infants  in  them  to  barrel 
organs  and  piano  organs  in  the  streets  of 
London  ;  whether  some  time  back  instruc- 
tions were  given  to  the  police  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  practice ;  and  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  have  those  instructions 
carried  out. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY  :  My  atten- 
tion has  not  been  recently  drawn  to  this 
matter,  but  I  will  look  into  it. 

HORSE  AND  CATTLE  BHEEDINli  IN 
SCOTTISH  CONGESTED  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  what  encouragement  has  been 
given  by  the  Congest^  Districts  Board 
Tor  Scotland  to  the  breeding  of  horses 
and  cattle  in  the  congested  area. 

•The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  am  in- 


formed by  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
that  they  have  made  grants  in  aid  of  pre- 
miiuns  for  good  stallions,  and  have 
supplied  bulls  in  approved  cases. 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
under  Section  5  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts (Scotland)  Act,  the  ooard  may 
accept  gifts  of  property  for  any  of  the 
purposes  provided  by  the  Act,  will  he 
state  whether  any  Highland  landlords 
have  yet  made  gifts  of  land  to  the  board. 

♦Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
answer  is  in  the  negative. 

PEDDIESTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  be^  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  material  required 
for  conducting  water  to  the  Peddieston 
Public  School  and  the  farm  towns  of 
Ardivall  and  Muirton  (Black  Isle),  Ross- 
shire,  has  yet  been  delivered  ;  and  can  he 
state  when  the  pipes  will  be  laid  and  the 
work  completed. 

♦Mb.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  lam 
unable  to  add  anything  to  the  answer  I 

fave  on  the  27  th  of  last  month  to  the 
on.  Member. 

GLASGOW  POLICE  AND  PALPER 
PATIENTS. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Scottish  Local  Government 
Board  has  been  called  to  the  change  of 
practice  recently  introduced  in  Glugow 
in  dealing  with  cases  of  debility  and 
injury  brought  to  the  police  oftic-cs  and 
subsequently  removed  to  the  parochial 
hospital,  whereby  pauper  patients  are 
removed  to  that  hospital  without  any 
certificate  from  the  parochial  medical 
officer  of  their  fitness  for  removal; 
whether  the  criminal  authorities  have 
sanctioned  the  inspection  of  the  private 
police  books  by  the  parochial  officers; 
whether  the  removal  of  a  moribund  person 
on  the  data  contained  in  these  boolw,  and 
without  certificate  from  the  parochial 
medical  officer,  would  he  heid  to  satisfy 
the  requirements  of  the  Poor  Ijiw  Act ; 
and  on  whom,  in  case  of  mishap  occur- 
ring in  connection  with  a  removal  so 
conducted,  would  legal  responsibility  rest. 

♦Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
answer  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question  is  in  the  negative. 
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From  inqumes  made  by  myself  tbrougb 
other  channels,  I  find  that  some  changes 
have  been  recently  made  in  Glasgow  in 
connection  with  removal.  In  the  mean- 
time, I  have  communicated  with  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  order  that 
inquiries  may  be  made  ;  and  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  repeat  his  question  after  an 
adequate  interval,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
reply  on  the  subject. 

SCOTTISH  CROFTERS'  HOLDINGS. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  large  farm,  referred 
to  in  paragraph  6,  page  10,  of  the  Report 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  for 
Scotland  has  ypt  been  secured  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  holdings  for  crofters 
and  cottars. 

♦Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  I  am 
infonaed  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  that  as  the  farm  referred  to  is  not 
out  of  lease  until  1902  they  have  not  yet 
secured  it. 

VACCINATION  PROSECUTIONS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Mk.  COLVILLE  (Lanark,  N.E.) ;  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Parish  Council  of  Both- 
well  have  recently  prosecuted  two 
gentlemen  for  the  non-vaccination  of 
their  children ;  and  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  amend  the  Law  so  as  to 
afford  the  same  relief  for  the  conscientious 
objector  in  Scotland  which  has  just  been 
provided  by  statute  for  similar  objectors 
to  vaccination  in  England. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
fact  stated  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
hon.  Member's  question  is,  I  am  informed 
hy  the  Local  Government  Board,  correct, 
^e  answer  to  the  second  paragraph  is  in 
the  negative. 

SCOTTISH  COUNTY  AUTHORITIES  AND 
CONSULTING  ENGINEERS. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  in  view  of  the  statement  on 
page  6  of  the  Report  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  for  Scotland  that  diffi- 
culties have  arisen  owing  to  the  divided 
nature  of  the  responsibilities  of  the 
County  Local  Authorities  and  the  con- 
sulting engineer,  will  he  state  whether 
those  difficulties  have  been  overcome ; 
and,  if  so,  in  what  way. 

♦Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
statement  to  which  the  hon.  Member 


refers  was  not  made  in  the  report,  bat  in 
a  note  by  the  Under  Secretary  for  Scot-' 
land,  drawn  up  for  the  information  of  the- 

Congested  Districts  Board.  It  applied  to 
cases  of  works  subsidised  out  of  the  Vote 
for  West  Highland  and  Island  Works,, 
but  as  that  Vote  ceased  on  the  Slst^ 
March,  1898,  there  seems  no  object  now 
in  reopening  these  discussions.  They 
were  all  arranged  excepting  the  case  of 
the  Port  Ness  Harbour,'  about  which 
the  hon.  Member  was  lately  informed. 

SPINNING  AND  WEAVING  IN  THE  , 
HIGHLANDS. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  what  eflbrts 
have  been  made  to  encourage  spinning  and 
weaving  in  the  congested  area  of  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland  since  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  published  their  Report  1 

♦Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  :  I  am 
informed  by  the  CJongested  Districts  Board 
that  the  instructor  referred  to  in  the 
Report  has  been  for  some  time  at  work 
under  the  local  committee. 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES, 

Mk.  LABOUCHERE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  any 
steps  have  been  taken  with  a  view  to- 
enforce  the  liability  of  the  guarantors  of 
Mr.  BuMy  in  regard  to  the  non-delivery 
of  the  issues  of  The  FarlimietUitru  Debates 
to  those  who  have  prepaid  for  their 
delivery  during  the  present  session. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston) :  I  am  advised  that  the 
guarantors  are  not  liable  in  this  case. 
Their  liability  applied  where  the  Govern- 
ment itself  sunered  by  the  action  of 
the  contractor,  or  where  he  broke  any 
portion  of  the  contract.  The  arrange- 
ments for  repayment  were  no  part  of  the 
contract. 

Mr.  ERNEST  SPENCER  (West  Brom- 
wich) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  Members  can  now  by  means  of 
a  single  order  receive  The  ParUamentary 
Debates  from  24th  April  to  the  present 
date,  he  will  give  instructions  for  the 
privilege,  viz.,  by  means  of  a  single  order^ 
to  be  extended  to  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  as  Members  have  in  many 
cases  either  used  or  mislaid  the  necessary 
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Pink  Papen,  they  having  been  issued  to 
them  months  ago. 

♦MR.HANBURY:  Apart  from  the  fact 
that  the  proposal  of  my  non.  friend  goes 
beyond  the  arrangementagreedupon,  I  find 
that  there  are  practically  no  sets  of  back 
numbers  available  beyond  those  already 
purchased  by  the  Stationery  Office  to 
secure  copies  for  subscribers  who  had  paid 
in  advance. 

THE  LICENSING  COMMISSION'S 
REPORT. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  when 
the  Report  of  the  Boyal  Commission  on 
Licensing,  from  which  copious  extracts 
have  already  appeared  in  the  Press,  will 
be  in  the  hands  a£  Members. 

Mr,  HANBURY  :  It  wiU  be  ready  for 
delivery  on  Tuesday  next. 

FAIR   RENTS   IN  COUNTY  TYRONE. 

Mr.  billon  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  has  observed  that  in  the 
case  of  Patrick  MacNeill,  Pink  Schedule 
dated  16th  February,  1899,  15  per  cent, 
is  added  to  the  rent  for  proximity  to 
Moy,  County  Tyrone  ;  and  in  the  case  of 
A.  M'Kenzie,  Pink  Schedule  dated  19th 
July,  1898,  no  percentage  is  added  for 
proximity  to  Moy,  although  both  farms 
are  equi-diatant  from  the  town  of  Moy, 
which  has  less  than  1,000  inhabitants ; 
and  whether  he  can  explain  this  difference 
of  procedure  in  fixing  fair  fonts. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfoi-r,  Leeds 
Central) :  The  question  refers  to  matters 
which  came  Mfore  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners judicially,  and  the  Land  Commis- 
noners  decline  to  require  the  Sub-Com- 
missioners to  explain  the  grounds  of  their 
judicial  decisions.  The  parties,  if  they 
feel  aggrieved,  have  the  right  to  require 
the  cases  to  be  reheard  on  appeal  before 
the  Land  Commissioners,  and  in  one  of 
the  two  cases  referred  to  I  understand 
that  notice  of  rehearing  has  been  served 
by  both  landlord  and  teiuuit. 

EENT  APPEALS  IN  WATERFORD 
UNION. 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretu-y  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  it  is  proposed 
to  hold  meetings  of  the  Sub-Land  Com- 


missioners and  of  the  Chief  Commission 
in  Waterford  for  hearing  of  cases  in  thee 
Waterford  Union. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  No  sitting* 
of  either  the  Chief  or  Sub-Commission  for 
the  disposal  of  cases  from  the  district 
mentioned  have,  as  yet,  been  ^range^ 
for.  Sittings  will  be  fixed  at  as  early  at 
date  as  possible,  having  due  regard  to  th* 
claims  of  other  districts.  There  are  only 
twenty-six  cases  from  this  district  ir» 
which  appeals  are  pending,  and  only 
eighty  cases  awaiting  hearing  before  tha 
Sub-Commission. 

BELFAST  WHARVES. 

MR.MACALEESE{Monaghan,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
has  received  further  information  regardv 
ing  the  unsafe  and  dangerous  condition.af: 
the  Belfast  wharves  ;  and  if  he  can  ntmr 
see  his  way  to  address  a  remonstranee  to* 
the  Harbour  Commissioners  on  the  suli- 
ject. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  Furthan  in- 
formation has  been  furnished  to  me^by 
the  hon.  Member  relative  to  deaths  fhmpt 
drowning  in  the  docks  at  Belfast,  wliiofr) 
have  occurred  since  I  replied  to  questions- 
pre^dously  put  to  me  on  the  same  subject 
last  year.  With  regard  to  the  secortd 
paragraph,  the  Go^'ernment  have  already 
been  in  communication  with  the  Hacbour- 
Commissioners  of  Belfast  as  to  the  all^etl 
unprotected  state  of  the  docks,  and  have 
been  informed  by  the  Commissioners  that 
they  have,  in  all  places,  erected  protection 
railings  or  walls  where  they  considereA 
such  could  be  done  without  materially 
obstructing  the  trade  and  traffic  of  the: 
port.  The  docks  and  quays  in  the  har- 
bour have,  I  am  assured,  been  constructed 
by  the  Commissioners  in  strict  accordance 
with  Parliamentary  authority,  ami  if  that 
is  so,  they  are  not  liable,  in  the  absenca 
of  negligent  user,  for  any  accidents  that 
may  occur. 

SOUTH  KILKENNY  LAND  SUB- 
CUMMISSION. 

Mr.  morris  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  beg  to* 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is-. 
aware  that  no  Land  Sub- Commission  sat 
at  AVaterford  for  the  South  Kilkesnyr 
district  since  October,  1898  ;  and  wlete 
will  a  SubCommission  sit  at  Waterford.. 
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Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  fact  is 
«s  stated  in  the  first  paragraph.  A  sitting 
«f  tfie  Sub-Commission  at  Waterf ord  will 
be  arranged  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible, 
having  due  regard  to  the  claims  of  other 
Atricts.  There  are  only  fifty  two  oases 
■rating  hearing  from  this  district  at 
ptMent. 

UKLINGFORD  UNION  DISPENSARY 

msTRicTa 

3lR.  M'DERMOTT  (Kilkenny,  N.) :  I 
l>eg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
liOTd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  unani- 
moiis  resolution  of  the  Urlingford 
(coiu)ty  Kilkenny)  Board  of  Guardians, 
to  the  effect  that  no  rearrangement  of 
the  dispensary  districts  of  the  union 
involving  the  abolition  of  any  one  of 
them  could  be  made  that  would  not  in- 
flict great  hardships  on  the  sick  poor  in 
naiiy  districts  of  the  union  ;  and, 
whether  he  will  have  personal  investiga- 
tion made  into  the  matter,  with  a  view 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  recent  sealed 
order  and  the  replacing  of  the  dispensary 
districts  in  their  former  positions. 

Mr.  G.  W.BALFOUR :  My  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  resolution 
referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph.  I 
hare  given  this  matter  my  own  personal 
eeneideration,  biit  see  no  sufficient  reason 
to  alter  the  decision  which  has  already 
been  arrived  at  after  careful  investigation 
ly  the  Medical  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  respect  to  the 
n-anangement  of  the  dispensary  dis- 
tricts. The  Board  do  not  consider  that 
the  re-arrangement  of  these  districts  will 
infliet  any  serious  hardship  on  the  sick 
poor ;  they  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that 
(he  new  arrangements  will  conduce  to  a 
better  attendance  on  them. 

IRISH  OFFICIAL  ASSIGNEES. 
Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney -General  for  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  i;alled  to 
Kale  250  of  the  proposed  Rules  of  the 
Si^reme  Court  (Ireland)  1899,  now  lying 
vpBgi  the  Table  of  the  House,  referring  to 
the  qualification  of  official  assignees  for 
acting  as  liquidators  in  the  winding-up  of 
pablic  companies;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  similar  arrangement  to  that  now 
proposed  was  brought  forward  in  1893, 
and  was  abandoned  in  deference  to  the 
strong  protests  of  the  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce of  Dublin,  Belfast,  and  Cork,  and 


other  representatives  of  Irish  traders  ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  mer- 
cantile community  in  Ireland  is  still 
strongly  opposed  to  the  contemplated 
change,  he  will  refuse  to  sanction  the 
rule  in  question. 

The  attorney -GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.) :  The  rules  referred  to  in  the  first  pan- 
graph  of  the  question  have  not  been  laid 
on  the  Table  of  the  House,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  so  laid,  at  pre- 
sent. They  are  now  draft  rules,  aiad  were 
so  published  in  the  Dublin  Gfusdte^  wit^  a 
notice  under  the  Rules  Publication  Ac^ 
stating  where  copies  could  be  obtained, 
and  that  representations  and  suggestions 
made  in  writing  by  any  public  body  in- 
terested would  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion before  the  rules  would  be  finally 
settled.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  Bill  of  1893  was 
not  proceeded  with,  but  assume,  from  the 
terras  of  the  question,  it  was  because  of 
some  opposition.  I  cannot  admit  that  the 
mercantile  community  in  Ireland  is 
opposed  to  the  rule  as  now  drafted  by 
the  rule  recommending  authority,  whicui 
includes  all  the  Judges  of  the  High  Court 
in  Ireland ;  but  any  public  body  which  is 
now  opposed  to  them  can  send  in  objec- 
tions, which  will  be  duly  considered  before 
the  final  settlement  of  the  rules.  I  have 
not  the  power  suggested  in  the  last  para- 
graph of  the  question,  and  I  have  to  re- 
mind my  hon.  friend  that  the  Rules  in 
their  final  shape  must  be  laid  before  Par- 
liament, and  may  on  Address  be  annulled. 

PRIVATE  LEGTSLATION  PROCEDUKE 
{SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 
will  fix  the  Third  Reading  of  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill 
after  it  has  been  reprinted  and  at  such  a 
time  as  will  afford  opportunity  for  discus- 
sion on  the  Bill. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  understand  that  there  are  not 
many  gentlemen  who  desire  to  take  part 
in  the  discussion  on  the  Third  Reading  of 
the  Bill,  but  I  will  endeavour  to  bring  it 
on  at  such  a  time  as  he  suggests. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  BILL. 

Mr.  PROVAND  (Glasgow,  Black- 
friars)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  <rf  the 
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Treasury,  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
highly  contentious  character  of  the  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  and  the  strong 
objections  expressed  to  several  of  its 
clauses  by  chambers  of  commerce  and 
by  large  numbers  of  manufacturers  and 
traders,  he  will  consent  to  postpone  the 
Bill  until  next  session. 

The  following  questions  also  appeared 
on  the  Paper : — ■ 

Mr.  Lambert  (Devonshire,  S.  Molton): 
To  ask  the  First  Wd  of  the  Treasury  if 
he  can  state  when  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Bill  will  be  taken. 

Sir  John  Leng  :  To  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drag^  Bill  will  be  further 
proceeded  with  tms  session ;  and,  if  so, 
when. 

Dr.  Farquharson  (Aberdeenshire, 
N.).— To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea^ 
sury  whether  the  Government  have  de- 
cided not  to  proceed  further  with  the  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  but  intend  to 
refer  it  for  further  examination  and  in- 
quiry to  a  Departmental  Committee. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  are  a 
good  many  questions  on  the  Paper  in 
reference  to  tids  Bill,  and  I  have  to  say 
that  I  propose  to  take  the  B^port  stage 
on  Monday  next.  I  do  not  wholly  agree 
with  the  statement  of  fact  made  in  the 
last  part  of  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Blackfiiars  Division. 

THE  MONEY-LENDING  BILL. 

Mb.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
he  has  received  a  memorial  signed  by  a 
Urge  number  of  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  asking  the  Government,  in 
view  of  the  great  benefit  which  the 
Money-Lending  Bill  would  confer  on  the 
poorer  industrial  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, to  pass  the  said  Bill  this  session  ; 
and  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  meet- 
ing the  wishes  of  the  memoriidists. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  received 
the  memorial  to  which  my  hon.  friend 
refers,  but  I  cannot  hold  out  any  very 
sanguine  hope»  as  to  the  prospect  of 
carrying  the  Bill  this  session.  Perhaps 
my  hon.  friend  will  wait  for  a  final 
answer  until  Mcmday. 
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BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE 
Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  can  now 
make  a  statement  as  to  the  further  legis- 
lative business  of  the  session  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  to  make 
the  statement  next  Monday. 


LEA  BRIDGE  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  15)  (RE-COMMITTED)  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments  [Provisional  Order 
confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed  [No.  277]. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To- 
morrow, and  to  be  printed  [Bill  268]. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — 

BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION  BOSL, 

MIDLAND  AND  SOUTH  WESTERN 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  BILL. 

LINCOLN  AND  EAST  COAST  RAILWAY 
AND  DOCK  BILL. 

WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 

LOWESTOFT  PROMENADE  PIER  BILL. 

With  Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  entitled 
"  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Youthful  Offenders  and  for  other  purposes 
connected  therewith."  [Youthful  Of- 
fenders Bill  [Lords]. 


NEW  MEMBER  SWORN. 
Thomas  Wrightson,  Esq.,  for  St. 
Pancras  (East  Division). 


SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (EXEMPTION 
FROM  THE  STANDING  ORDER). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
the  proceedings  on  the  Tithe  Kent-charge 
(Rates)  Bill,  if  under  discussion  at  Twelve 
o'clock  this  night,  be  not  interrupted 
!  under  the  Standing  Order  Sittings  of  the 
House."- (;i/r.ifa//our.) 

I  The  House  divided :— Ayes,  247 ;  Noes, 
148.    (Dirision  List,  No.  249.) 
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Airtl,  John 
AUttonp,  Hon.  Georce 
Archaale,  £dward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  C'apt.  J.  FitzRoy 
Bule^,  JameB  (Walworth) 
Bailhe,  Jas.  E.  B.  (Invemeae) 
Baird.JohD  George  Alexaii(*n' 
Balcarre!<,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfoor.Kc  Hn.A.J.(Manch  r) 
I*!four,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederck  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bany,KtHiiA  HSinith(HantB 
BariTT,  Sir  K.  T.  (WindBor) 
BartI  ley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Pluoket 
Bathnrst,  Hon.  A.  Benjamin 
Beach.KtHn.SirM.H.(Briatol) 
Beach,  W.  W.  B.  (Hants.) 
Bemrose,  Sir  Heury  Howe 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
BUI,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Hmry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boscawen,  Arthur  GiiHith- 
Bonlnois,  Edmund 
Bowles.  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett  CoQttfi,  W. 
Campbell,KtHnJ.A.(GlaBgow) 
Cavendish,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes  ) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.J.{Birm. 
Chamberlain.  J- Austen(  Wore. 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chetsea,  A'iscount 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  rf.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cogbill,  Douglas  Harry 
Coben,  Benjan-in  Louis 
CollingB,  Kt.  Hon  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Comwallis,  Fiennes  S.  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw,  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfied 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cruddas,  William  iWnaldson 
Curzon,  Viarount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hngli 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
Digby,  Jolm  K.  D.  Wincfield- 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F,  Dixon 
Doringlon,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  lit.  Hon.  A.  Akers* 
Doxtord,  William  Theodore 
Dmcker,  A. 

J>uncombe,  Hon,  Hubert  V. 


{COMMONS} 
AYES. 

Dyke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Eeerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R.  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailywn  Edw. 
Fergnsson.RtHn  SirJ.(Manc'r 
Finch,  Georee  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbaak,  J>iseph  Thomas 
fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Fraderick  WUIiam 
FitzGerald,  Sir  R.  Penrose- 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
GodBon,  Sir  Augnstus  Fredk. 
Goldswortliy,  Aiajor-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  E<lward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goscben,RtHnG.J(StGeorge*8 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sueaex) 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Hen^  Robert 
Green.WalfordD.  ( Wedneab'ry 
'll'wne.W.  Raymond-  (Cambs. 
ureville,  Hon  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  ThomaB  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  LordGeorge 
Hanbury.Rt.  Hon  Robert Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augnstus 
Hermon-HMge,  Kobt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
H  ill,  Rt.Hn.  A. Staveley  (Staffs. 
Hoare,  Ed  w.  Brodie(  Ham  pel 'd ) 
Hoare,  Saninel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.(Bow) 
Honil>y,  Sir  William  Henry 
Honldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,Hon.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  Geoi^  B'ckerateth 
Jackbon,  Rt.  Hon.Wm.Lawies 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhonse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jollifl'e,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 
Kenvon,  James 
Kimuer,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Lrfifone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  L'ent. -General 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Livert>col) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 

'  Lea.  Sir  T.  (I^ndonderrv) 
Lecky.  Rt.  Hon.  W.  E.  "H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh -Itennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 

,  Llewelyn,  Sir  D.-  (Swansea) 
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Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  B. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  EnkiM 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  |ET«iriiara) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lope»,  Henry  Yarde  Boiler 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lovd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Luobock,  Right  Hon.  Sir  J. 
Lucae- Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cutnming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  ( Edinburgh,  W.» 
MevBey*  Thompson,  SirH.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  ThragniottiDii 
Mtlbank.  Sir  Powlett  C.  J. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bini^am 
Milner,  Sir  Fredwick  George 
Milton,  Visconnt 
Milward.  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pact 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  K.> 
More,  Roht.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thifc.^ 
Morrell,  Georee  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mnntz,  Philip  A. 
Marray,  Rt.Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Cm-entij) 
Murray, Col. Wyndham  (Batb) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Viscount 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
U'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torreu 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  R.  (Lanes.  Newton) 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Prie6tley,SirW.0verend  (Edia 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Kasch,  Major  Fretleric  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlui'l) 
Ridley.  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  H«n.  C.  T. 
Robertson,  Ht-rbert  (Bai-kney) 
Rothschild.  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Round,  James 
Roydw,  Clement  Molynenx 
Ruspell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harr^'  S  (Liniehonse) 
Saundetson,  Kt.  Hn.  Col.  E.  J> 
Scol-el,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charlef*  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Etlward  T. 
Sidebottom.T.  HaTTop(Stalybr 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
SkeweK-Cnx,  Thomas 
Smith.  J.  Parker  (La narks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.(Str»Dd 
Spenrer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Oniiakirk) 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  {Sommet 
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Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjiiiuin 
Stnitt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Hamphiy  Napier 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.G.  (Ox.Univ. 
Thorbum,  Walter 
ToUem%che,  Hcnnr  James 
TomtinsoD,  Win.  Edw.Moiray 
Usborne,  Thomas 


{Rales)  BiU, 
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Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Alhm,  WiUiam  (Gateshead) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton.  Thomas  Gair 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  WentwOTth  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Btake.  Edward 
Broadhursl^  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinaon 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bachanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron.Sir  Charles  (Glasgow 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell-BanDerman,  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Kn^^t 
Cawley,  Fi-ederick 
Clark,  Dr.G.  B.(Caithneaa-shire 
Colvilie,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cootiney,  Rt.  Hn.  Leonard  H. 
Crombie,  John  William 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Da  vies,  M.  V  aue  han-(Cardigan 
Davit,  Michael 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dillon,  John 
Donetan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 
Eversbed,  Sydney 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Fowler,  lit.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

CTonrley,SirEdwar(ITemperley 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gnrdon,SirWilliam  Brampton 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Considered  in  (Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  2 : — 

Mr.  D.  a,  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydfil): 
On  a  point  of  order  I  desire  to  ask  your 


Valentla,  Viscount 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe 
Warde,  Lieut. -Col.C.E. (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,Rt,HoD.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Joseph  Poweli-(Birm 
Willox,  Sir  Jonn  Archibald 
Wodehoose,  Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  RtHon-CB.  Stuart- 
Wiighteon,  Thomas 

NOES. 

Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harcourt,Rt.  Hon.  SirWUUam 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 

Hedder\vick,Thoma.sCharle8H 
Hemphill, Kt  Hon.  Oiarles  H. 
Hormman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Button,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jaooby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson- Fet%uson,  Jabez  Ed. 
Jones,DavidBry  n  mor(S  w'nsea 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,Rt  HnSirU 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  G.  Smyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  Geoive 
Iiawaon,SirWiltrid(Cumb'land 
Leeae,Sir JosephF.  ( Aocrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
L<^n,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
LveU,  Sir  Leonard 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M'Donnel],Dr.M.A(Queen'BC. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Cme,  George 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Menor,Rt.  Hn.  J.  W.  (Yorks.) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  ijemard  Charles 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  C.  (Breconshire) 
Morley,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Montrose) 
Morris,  Samuel 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
NuBsey,  Thomas  Willans 
O  Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 


Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H— 
Wyvill,  MarmadukeD'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Young,  Commander  (BerkB,E. 
Younger,  William 

Trllebs  fob  the  Atb8 — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


O'Malley,  WUliam 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  G.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Paulton,  James  Metlor 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  lNorthamb.>- 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Ednard  Hare 
Pilkington,SiiG.A.  (LancS.W 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand.  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.> 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee)- 
Samnel,  J.  (Stockton-oo-Teesy 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw.  Chas.  Edw.  (StafToid) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hamck,  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (ForfaiB.) 
Soames,  Artnur  Welleeley 
SoQttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stnrt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thomas,  Alf.  (Glamorgan,  E.> 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Merthyr 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.^ 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  .lames  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thonns  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Carv.ll  (Notts.)- 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  Hy.  J.  (York,  \V.R.> 
Wilson,  Jolin  (Durliim,  Mid  ) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Gavan) 
Woodhou8e,SirJ.T.(Hudder8f, 
Woods,  Sanmel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  E^t> 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Mnnro  Feramson  and 
Sir  Thomas  Gflison  -  Car< 
michael 

ruling.  My  point  is  that  this  Bill  does 
not  comply  with  Standing  Orders,  and 
therefore  I  submit  it  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  There  can  I>e  no  manner  of 
doubt  that  it  does  not  comply  with  the 
Standing  Orders,  and  if  we  have  such 
orders  surely  we  ought  to  abide  by  them. 
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I  rely  on  Standing  Order  No.  45,  which 
lays  down  very  definitely  that  the  precise 
"duration  of  every  temporary  law  shall  be 
•expressed  in  a  distinct  clause  at  the  end 
<rf  the  Bill.  Now  this  is  certainly  a  Bill 
of  a  temporary  nature,  yet  its  precise 
duration  is  dmlt  with  at  the  end  of  a 
^jlause  which  includes  many  other  points. 
I  know  there  is  a  precedent,  and  it  is  an 
unfortunate  one — the  Agricultural  Rating 
Act,  1896. 

*The  chairman  :  I  do  not  wish  to 
•express  any  opinion  on  this  question,  but 
it  cannot  be  raised  now. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  Later  on,  then  ? 

«The  CHAIRMAN :  If  the  hen.  Mem- 
ber  OTfifises  for  a  decision  I  must  tell  him 
'^liatl  think  the  fact  that  the  Bill  has  been 
read  a  second  time  has  overcome  any  inf  or- 
mi^ty.  The  point  should  have  been 
mised  on  the  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  :  But  a  Standing 
•Order  is  a  Standing  Order. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  The  objection 
should  have  been  taken  when  the  Speaker 
was  in  the  Chair.  The  question  cannot 
be  raised  now. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  Shall  I  be  in 
xnder  in  raising  it  on  Clause  4 1 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  We  had  better 
proceed  with  the  second  clause. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  At  any  rate,  I 
vill  pn^mse  an  Amendment. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  As  regards  the 
Amendment  of  the  Member  for  Lichfield, 
it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  pure  matter  of 
form,  and  to  have  no  substance  in  it. 

Mr.  "WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) ;  My  reason  for  putting  down 
the  Amendment  ia  this — that  the  in- 
genuity of  some  lawyer  might  nulhfy 
the  real  object  of  the  clause,  and  there- 
fore if  you  put  in  some  unnecessary 
words  you  may  enable  a  lawyer  to  do 
-something  which  is  not  contemplated  by 
'this  House.  I  bee  to  move  thii  Amend- 
ment. I  do  not  think  there  is  any  harm 
in  leaving  out  these  words.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  the  Minister  for  Agriculture 
will  approve  of  it,  but  I  think  the 


Amendment  ought  to  be  considered  by 
the  House. 

Amendment  pn^Kwed — 

"  Id  page  1,  line  13.  to  leave  oat  *  unless  the 
context  otherwiBe  requires.'" — (Mr.  Warmer.) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  clanse." 

The  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  (Sir  E. 
B.  FiNLAY,  Inverness  Burghs) :  These 
words  are  in  the  ordinary  common  form, 
and  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will  not  per- 
sist in  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devon,  South  Mol- 
ton) :  It  seems  to  me  that  these  words 
should  not  be  inserted.  We  are  not  all 
blessed  Avith  a  legal  education  like  the 
Solicitor-General.  I  contend  that  a  Bill 
ought  to  be  so  drafted  that  the  context 
should  not  be  required  to  express  its 
meaning.  I  am  one  of  those  who  have 
often  complained  of  Acts  of  Parliament 
being  badly  drafted,  and  I  have  some- 
times difficulty  in  understanding  them. 
Nor  am  I  the  only  one  in  that  position ; 
for  the  prindpal  duty  of  the  lawyers  is  to 
argue  with  one  another  as  to  the  meaning 
of  Acts  of  Parliament.  On  the  grouiw 
of  simplicity  of  drafting,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  people  outside  legal  circles,  I 
think  the  words  should  be  left  out. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  They  can  do  no 
harm. 

Mr.  ELLIS  J.  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) : 
This  Bill  ia  much  more  important  than 
that  one  of  its  provisions  should  be 
justified  on  the  ground  that  "  it  will  do 
no  harm."  I  hope  the  Bill  is  going  to  do 
some  good  and  not  harm. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  sympathise  with  the  Solicitor- 
General  in  the  line  he  has  taken  in  say- 
ing that  these  words  are  in  "  common 
form,*'  and  that  there  is  no  reason  a^inst 
their  being  in  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  The  next  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper,  which  is  in  my  name, 
is,  in  page  1,  line  13,  after  "  retiuires,"  to 
insert — 

"The  expreHMion  of  'coafonning  owim- ' 
shall  ninaa  ouner  who  acta  in  strict  confor- 
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mity  with  the  doctrines  and  principles  of 
the  Reformed  Church  of  Eni;lana." 

*Thb  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
knows  that  the  Amendment  which 
he  had  on  the  Paper  the  first  day 
the  Bill  was  in  Committee  was  ruled  out 
of  order,  and  that  this  simUar  Amend- 
ment cannot  possibly  be  in  order. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  Yester- 
day afternoon  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, answering  a  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouth, said  it  was  an  extraordinary  pro- 
position to  say  that  Scotland  and  Ireland 
had  anything  to  do  with  this  Bill.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  meaning  was  per- 
fectly plain — namely,  that  it  would  be 
from  Ireland  and  Scotland  that  would  come 
some  of  the  money  at  least  required  by 
the  Bill.  When  1  listened  to  the  right 
hon.  the  First  Lord  it  occurred  to  me 
whether  it  was  not  possible  that  Scotland 
and  Ireland  were  not  even  directly  inte- 
rested in  this  Bill,  and  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  representatives  of  Scottish  and 
Irish  constituencies  to  see  that  this  Bill 
was  limited  entirely  to  England,  and 
that  itahpuldby  noposaibility  be  applied  to 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  In  lookmg  over 
the  Bill — and  I  believe  that  this  Bill  has 
been  more  closely  scrutinised  than  any 
other  during  this  session — I  was  surprised 
to  find  that  there  is  not  within  its  four 
comers  one  single  word  which  expressly 
and  specifically  limits  the  application  of 
the  Bill  to  England.  The  object  of  the 
two  Amendments  which  I  have  placed  on 
the  paper — both  of  which  are  in  "  com- 
mon form"  so  much  approved  by  the 
Solicitor-General,  and  therefore  ought  to 
commend  themselves  to  him— is  to  make 
it  perfectly  plain  that  the  Bill  is  limited 
to  England  only,  and  does  not  apply  to 
Scotland  or  Ireland.  The  first  Amend- 
ment I  have  put  down  is  to  define  the 
Local  Taxation  Account  mentioned  in  the 
Bill.  I  propose  to  add  words  in  Sub- 
section 2  to  the  effect  that  "  the  expres- 
sion 'The  Local  Taxation  Account' 
shall  have  the  same  meaning  as  in  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1888.  Now,  sir, 
I  would  first  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  Estate  Duty  Grant.  The 
legal  definition  of  the  Est^  Duty  Grant 
is  contained  in  the  Finance  Act  of  1894, 
section  19,  which  is  referred  to  in  the 
Definition  Clause  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  Bill.  It  says  that  in  sub- 
stitution for  the  grant  of  Probate  Duties 


under  certain  named  Acts— no  reference 
is  made  to  the  grant  out  of  the  Local' 
Taxation  Account,  1894 — a  new  grant  ia 
to  be  made  c^led  the  Estate  Duty  Grant*, 
and  that  gnmt  is  apecifically  stated  to- 
be  "one  suiii."  I  direct  the  attention  of 
hon.  Members  to  the  fact  that  the  grant, 
we  are  dealing  with  is  "one  grant";  it 
is  declared  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  to> 
be  "  one  sum,"  not  three  separate  sums — 
one  sum  which  is  to  be  paid  under  the 

Provisions  of  three  separate   Acts  of 
arliament.    Now,  it  is  quite  true  that, 
the  Local  Government  Act  of  1888' creates, 
and  defines  for  the  purposes  (tf  that  Act,, 
and  not,  so  far  as  1  am  aware,  for  any 
other  purpose  whatever,  a  Local  Taxation 
Account ;  and  two  other  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment created  two  finance  accounts,  which 
were  named  "  Local  Taxation  (Scotland); 
Account,"  and  "Local  Taxation  (Ireland). 
Account,"  for  the  purposes  of  those  Statutes 
respectively.    There  are,  therefore,  three 
Taxation  Accounts,  and  what  we  Want  to- 
make  perfectly  clear  is,  that  the  account, 
from  which  the  money  is  to  come  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Bill  is  the  Local  Taxation 
Account  mentioned  in  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  of  1888.    That  is  a  matter  we 
are  entitled  to  demand  on  the  score  of 
ordinary    decencies    of  Parliamentary- 
draftsmanship;  on  the  score  of  its  being 
ordinary  "common  form,"  to  which  the 
Solicitor  -  General    attaches    so  much- 
importance.    This  is  not  the  first  time 
the  Government  has  dealt  with  the  Local 
Taxation  Account.    In  the  year  1896- 
they  passed  an  Act — the  Agricultural 
Rates  Act— in  which  they  dealt  with 
the  Local  Taxation  Account,  although 
that  Act  was  clearly    and  expressly 
limited  to  England — while  this  Act 
is  not  limited   to   England   by  any 
single  word — by  an  express  provision  in 
the  Act  itself  and  in  the  title  of  the  Act> 
in  accordance  with  loyalty  to  "common 
form  "  to  which  the  Solicitor-General  pro- 
fesses so  much  attachment.    The  Govern- 
ment proposed,  in  the  definition  clause  in 
the  Act  of  1896,  that  the  expression 
"  Local  Taxation  Account "  should  have 
the  same  meaning  as  in  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  of  1888.  That  is  the  very  Amend- 
ment that  I  want  to  move  in  this  Bill — 
that  the  expression  *'  Local  Taxation  Ac- 
count "  should  have  the  same  meaning  in 
this  Bill  as  in  the  Local  Government  Act 
of  1888.    I  do  this  because  I  think  it  is 
perfectlynecessary and  proper  to  safeguard 
the  other  two  Local  Taxation  Accounts, 
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particularly  inasmuch  as  the  fund  granted 
by  the  Finance  Act  of  1894  is  declared 

to  be  "  one  sum,"  although  there  are  three 
separate  charges  upon  it.  I  would  like  to 
say  a  word  about  my  other  Amendment, 
because  it  is  related  to  this  one.  I  think 
both  are  necessary,  but  possibly  one 
would  be  sufficient.  The  second  Amend- 
ment I  want  to  move  is  to  include  in  the 
Title  Clause  of  the  Bill,  which  runs  thus 
at  present : — "This  Act  may  be  cited  as 
the  Tithe  Bent^harge  (Kates)  Act,  1889," 
the  words  "  and  sh^l  extend  to  England 
only."  If  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculttire  or  the  Solicitor-General  will 
teU  me  that  they  will  accept  the  second 
Amendment,  it  may  not  be  necessary  to 
proceed  with  the  first ;  although,  if  they 
accept  either,  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
about  accepting  both.  At  all  events,  it 
appears  to  me  absolutely  necessary,  and  1 1 
trust  that  "  common  form  "  will  induce  ! 
them  to  assent  to  one  or  other  or  both  of 
the  Amendments  of  'which  I  have  given  . 
notice.  I  cannot  see  how  they  can  do ' 
otherwise.  There  is  nothing  in  either  of 
the  Amendments  against  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  or  against  the  course  taken  by 
the  Government  on  a  precisely  similar 
occasion. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"Id  1,  line  13,  after  the  word  're- 

q^nires,'  to  insert  the  wohIh,  '  (a)  The  expres- 


slon   "  the  Local  Taxation  Account 
have  the  same  meaning  a»  in  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1888.*^* 
Bo'ertgon.) 


[Mr.  Edmund 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  think  I  can 
satisfy  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  that  | 
bath  the  Amendments  are  quite  unneces- 
sary, and  that  this  Bill  does  not  extend  to 
Scotland  or  Ireland,  but  extends  to  Eng- 
hmd  only.  The  Amendments  are  abso- 
lutely unnecessary,  because  there  is  no 
tithe  rentK^harge  in  Scotland  ;  there  are 
only  teinds ;  and  in  Ireland  there  is  now 
no  tithe  rent-charge  attached  to  the  bene- 
fice. So  that  in  the  very  nature  of  things 
the  Bill  can  only  extend  to  England  and 
Wales,  and,  therefore,  the  first  Amend- 
ment is  absolutely  unnecessary,  and  will 
introduce  words  into  the  Bill  which  are 
not  in  the  least  necessary.  The  second 
Amendment  is  also  not  at  all  wanted.  The 
Local  Taxation  Account  is  limited  to 
England  and  Wales.     If  my  hon.  and 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson. 


I  learned  friend  will  refer  to  Sections  20 
and  21  of  the  Local  Government  Act  of 
1888,  he  will  see  that  "Local  Taxation 
Account "  is  the  proper  statutory  title  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  statutory  titles 
of  the  Scottish  and  Irish  Accounts  are  the 
Local  Taxation  (Scotland)  Account,  and 
the  Local  Taxation  (Ireland)  Account. 
I  think  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  will 
see  that  both  di  his  Amendments  are 
uimecessary. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  The  SolicitcH'-Generars 
explanation  is  the  most  extraordinary  I 

have  ever  heard.  Under  the  Bill  the 
Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  are 
ordered  out  of  the  sums  payable  by  them 
to  the  Local  Taxation  Account  on  account 
of  the  Estate  Duty  Grant  to  pay  one-half 
of  the  rates  as  the  tithe.  It  may  be  that 
tithes  only  exist  in  England,  but  thn  Local 
Taxation  Accounts  for  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land are  bound  to  contribute  unless  a 
distinction  is  drawn  between  the  accounts 
of  the  three  countries.  That  is  perfectly 
obvious  on  the  face  of  it.  The  Solicitor- 
Genenil  is  going  against  the  authority  of 
his  own  Government.  If  there  is  the 
smallest  foundation  for  what  he  has  said, 
the  insertion  of  the  distinction  in  the 
Agricultural  Rating  Act  is  perfectly  sense- 
less. It  was  seen  perfectly  plainly  in 
1896  that  it  was  necessary  to  state  that 
the  fund  to  be  charged  was  the  Local 
Taxation  Account  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  and  I 
would  ask  what  objection  there  is  now  to 
make  the  thing  clear  1  Let  the  Govern- 
ment say  why  they  refuse  to  do  now  what 
they  did  in  the  case  of  the  Act  of  1896.  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  the  Sol'citoi- 
General  or  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  why  they  refuse  to 
gi  t'e  protection  to  Scotland  and  Ireland  in 
the  case  of  this  Bill.  The  Bill  in  its 
general  terms  is  equally  applicable  to 
England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland.  It  is  an 
extraordinaty  thing  that  Unionists  should 
not  know  that.  I  should  have  thought 
it  was  a  of  their  education  to  leam 
that.  Tlie  Opposition  know  perfectly 
well  why  the  (lovemment  refuse  to  give 
any  reason  for  their  action.  It  is  because 
they  ^e  afraid  to  have  the  Bill  discussed. 

Mr.  long  :  The  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment refuse  to  accept  an  Amendment  does 
not  prevent  the  Bill  from  being  discussed. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  why  the 
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GoTemment  did  not  do  in  this  Bill  what 
was  done  in  the  Act  of  1896.  The  answer 
I  give  is  this  :  I  have  the  greatest  respect 
for  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman's  opinion, 
but  when  it  comes  to  a  question  of  legal 
interpretation  I  prefer  to  take  the  advice 
of  my  hon.  and    learned  friend  the 
Solicitor-General.    My  hon.  and  learned  i 
friend  holds  that  there  was  no  necessity  I 
for  any  additional  words,  tind  the  Govern- 1 
ment  agree  with  him.    I  have  taken  the  { 
very  best  advice  before  adopting  the  i 
phraseoIoCT-  in  the  BUI,  and  I  am  advised  ' 
that "  the  Local  Taxation  Account "  is  the 
statutory  description  of  the  account  limited 
to  England  and  Wales.    If  imnecessaiy 
words  were  put  into  the  Act  of  1 896,  surely 
that  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  done 
now.    There  is  not  the  smallest  doubt  as  , 
to  the  fund  out  of  which  the  money  is  to  ' 
«ome,  and,  therefore,  the  Government 
decline  to  accept  Uie  Amendment. 

*Me.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.):  As  an 
Irish  Member,  I  must  certainly  rise  to 
support  the  Amendment  ctf  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dundee.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  fair  to  leave  it  open  to  question 
in  a  court  of  justice  as  to  whether  the 
Local  Taxation  (Ireland)  Account  might 
not  be  encroached  upon  for  the  purpose  of 
this  Bill.  To  my  knowledge  there  have 
been  several  cases  of  the  judges  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal  differing  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  what  were  considered  in  this 
House  as  very  clear  words.  That  being 
the  case  I  must,  on  behalf  and  in  protection 
of  the  Irish  Locid  Taxation  Fund,  b^  the 
House  to  pass  this  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Memberfor Dundee.  It  is  quite 
true  that  at  present  in  Ireland  there  are 
no  tithes  attached  to  benefices,  but  tithes 
exist  in  Ireland  as  they  always  did,  though 
they  are  now  vested  in  a  different  body. 
But,  as  was  pointed  out  by  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouth, the  point  is  not  whether  tithe  exists 
in  Ireland  ;  the  point  is  whether  the  money 
which  is  taken  by  this  Bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  English  parsons  could  possibly  be 
taken  out  of  the  Irish  Fund.  That  is 
what  I  want  to  make  perfectly  clear.  As 
has  been  said— and  it  was  obvious  to 
everyone  in  this  House — an  Act  of  Par- 
liament prinid  fade  applies  to  the  three 
parte  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
it  requires  express  words  to  exclude 
Ireland  or  Scotland.  The  Local 
Taxation  Account  (Ireland)  and  the 
Local  Taxation  Account  (Scotland)  are 


all  part  andparcel  of  the  Local  Taxation 
Account.  Inere  is  nothing  in  the  word- 
ing of  the  Local  Taxation  Account  to 
exclude  Ireland  or  Scotland.  Why  leave 
it  open  to  doubt  ?  Is  it  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  procedure,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  the  carriaM  of  this  Bill  through  the 
House,  in  addition  to  all  the  powers  of 
closure — closure  of  clauses  and  closure  in 
every  shape  and  form — that  this  Amend- 
ment is  rejected  ?  It  cannot  possibly  do 
any  harm.  It  may  prevent  the  ^Kissibility 
of  a  mistake,  and  i  think  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers would  be  wanting  iA  their  duty  if 
they  did  not,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  sup- 
port this  Amendment  to  make  it  clear 
that  the  Irish  funds  shall  not  be 
encroached  upon  for  the  benefit  of  the 
clergy. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)  : 
What  the  Act  of  1894  did  was  to  substi- 
tute an  entirely  new  procedure  for  that  of 
1888.  In  this  case  it  is  not  a  question  from 
which  of  the  Local  Taxation  Accounts 
this  money  is  to  he  taken.  What  this 
Bill  does  is  to  take  the  money  out  of  the 
precedent  heap  which  is  collected  by  the 
Exchequer  beforeit  isallocatod  tothe Local 
Taxation  Accounts  at  all.  The  sum  which 
has  to  be  passed  is  absolutely  undeter- 
mined. It  IS  true  we  have  an  estimate  of 
£87,000,  but  that  is  a  very  uncertain 
estimate,  and  the  wholeaniount  is  charged, 
not  to  the  Local  Taxation  Account,  but 
to  the  fund  from  which  the  three  Local 
Taxation  Accounts  are  fed.  If  that  is  so, 
it  is  very  necessuy  to  see  that  no  part  of 
that  part  of  the  !E^tato  Duty  which  is  de- 
voted to  the  puntoses  of  technical  educa- 
tion is  diverted  from  its  proper  channel  by 
this  Bill.  If  there  is  no  desire  to  avoid 
discussion  on  this  measure,  this  is  a  case 
for  avoiding  ambiguity.  Let  us  not  have 
a  Bill  which  is  going  to  lead  to  lawsuits 
on  matters  like  this,  upon  which  your  pro- 
fession is  that  you  are  doing  right  and 
justice.  Why  cannot  the  Government 
accept  these  simple  words  ?  The  reason 
they  do  not  is  not  because  they  wish  to 
avoid  a  discussion  on  the  Report  stage, 
because  I  do  not  think  the  Government 
would  be  paltry  or  mean  enough  to  do 
such  a  thing  as  that.  If  I  were  in  charge 
of  a  Bill,  I  should  welcome  anything  that 
would  make  the  Bill  more  certain  in  its 
operation,  and  I  think  in  this  case  there 
is  a  very  strong  case  made  for  the  accept- 
ance by  the  Government  of  this  Amend- 
ment. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


723 


Tity  Bent-CItart/e 


{COMMONS} 


(Raies)  Bill. 


724 


Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  that  this  money  is  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  sums  payable  to  the  Local 
Taxation  Account.  Now,  there  are  three 
Local  Taxation  Accounts — for  England, 
Ireland,  and  Scotland.  We  say  this 
money  should  be  taken  out  of  "The 
Local  Taxation  Account,"  and  that  affects 
England  and  Wales  only.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  suggested  that  the  matter 
might  come  into  a  court  of  law,  but  I  do 
not  see  how  it  can  possibly  do  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  The 
Commissioners  of  Inland  iCevenue  take 
the  course  the  law  prescribes,  luid  that  is 
the  course  they  will  tak^  It  not  only  can 
be  brought  into  a  court  of  law,  but  will 
be.  The  opposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  the  most  extraordinary  I 
ever  heard ;  it  is  perfectly  plain  that  the 
interest  of  the  English  ratepayer  is  that 
he  shall  contribute  as  little  as  possible, 
and  of  course  Ireland  and  Scotland  must 
contribute  their  share  from  some  source 
or  other. 

Sir  E.  B.  FINLAY:  From  what 
souxxie? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say,  where 
three  people  are  required  to  pay,  that 
one  shall  pay,  but  that  he  mil  not 
have  a  foi-m  by  which  the  amount 
due  from  the  other  two  should  be 
collected  t  Here  are  three  Statutory 
Accounts  to  pay  for  the  endowment  of  the 
English  clerg}*,  and  yet  he  says  he  will 
have  no  form  by  which  to  compel  pay- 
ment from  two  of  them.  I  should  say 
that  outside  the  House  of  Commons  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman— 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  I  should  say  out 
aide  the  House  what  I  have  said  here. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  His 
learning  and  ingenuity  would  not  fail  him 
like  this  outside  the  House.  I  can  under- 
stand why  he  was  not  anxious  to  speak 
upon  this  Bill.  I  agree  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  King's  Lynn  that  it  is  intended  to 
pay  this  money  out  of  the  fund  from  which 
the  Local  Taxation  Account  is  fed,  and  who 
can  say  what  that  money  is  1  To  say  the 
least,  that  is  a  point  that  should  be  cleared 
up,  and  it  would  be  very  satisfactory  if 
the  Solicitor-General  woiUd  explain  to  us 


why  he  put  into  the  Agricultural  Rating 
Act  that  particular  clause. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  :  I  think  it  is 
desirable  that  the  Conmussioners  of  Inland 
Revenue  should  know  where  they  are  to 
get  this  money  from.  As  this  Bill,  as  I 
understood,  was  only  to  apply  to  England, 
I  did  not  propose  to  interfere  in  this  dis- 
cussion ;  but  now  we  have  these  very  am- 
biguous words,  I  think  some  explanatdon 
is  necessary.  This  ambiguity  ought  to  be 
made  clear.  In  the  22nd  Clause  of  the 
Local  Government  Act  the  Commons  were 
empowered  to  take  four-iifths  of  one-half, 
and  leave  one-fifth  undetermined,  and  that 
one-fifth  was  afterwards  divided  between 
Ireland  and  Scotland.  But  this  is  an  in- 
terception of  the  money  before  it  goes 
into  any  of  these  accounts.  This  amount 
is  to  be  abstracted  from  the  total  sum, 
and  a  portion  will  have  to  be  taken  from 
the  Irish  and  Scotch  Local  Taxation 
Accounts.  It  appears  to  me  theseiare  the 
facts  of  the  case.  If  the  words 
"  Local  Taxation  Account "  are  to  be 
retained,  you  should  determine  whether 
they  refer  to  the  Local  Taxa- 
tion Account  created  by  the  Local 
Government  (England)  Act,  1888.  What 
we  want  is  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that 
the  Local  Taxation  Account  mentioned  a 
the  account  created  by  that  Act.  Other- 
wise, it  would  be  possible  to  take  the 
amount  required  out  of  the  whole  sum. 
Indeed,  it  looks  to  me  that  the  Bill  as  it 
at  present  stands  would  compel  you  to 
take  the  amount  out  of  the  whole  sum. 
The  Amendment  makes  it  clear  that  the 
money  is  to  be  taken  from  the  sum  pay- 
able under  the  22nd  Clause  of  the  Ixx^ 
Government  (England)  Act,  1888 1  and, 
unless  it  is  inserted,  the  money  can  be 
taken  from  the  whole  amount  contributed 
to  the  three  funds. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  have  scrupulously  abstained 
from  taking  part  in  this  Debate,  for  two 
reasons.  Firstly,  the  Bill  refers  to  the 
clergy  of  a  difierent  religion  from  my 
own,  and  I  have  no  desire  to  interfere 
with  the  inner  concerns  of  another  creed. 
Up  to  this  Amendment  I  had  been  under 
the  impression  that  this  Bill  refeired  to 
England  and  to  England  alone.  I  have 
listened  carefully  to  the  discussion  which 
has  taken  place,  and  I  agree  with  the 
learned  Serjeant  on  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench  that  the  Bill  in  its  present  form  is 
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calculated  to  inrolTe  Irishmen.  I  can- 
didly confess  that  I  approach  any  financial 
Bill  in  which  Ireland  may  be  involved  with 
a  certain  amount  of  perhaps  undue  and 
exaggerated  apprehension.  Every  Irish- 
man, irrespective  of  political  parties,  and 
almost  without  exception,  is  strongly  of 
opinion  that  our  country  is  seriously  over- 
taxed. That  opinion  is  backed  by  the 
Beport  of  a  Koyal  Commission  mainly 
consisting  of  En^shmen,  and  in  face  of 
^at  Beport  we  are  stUl  "without  any 
«eriouB  attempt  to  relieve  us  of  this  injus- 
tice. With  this  feeling  and  knowledge, 
we  ajq^roach  every  financial  JBill  with  the 
suspicion,  and  even  the  conviction,  in  our 
minds  that  our  country  is  in  some  way  or 
other  cheated.  That  may  be  an  unfair,  but 
it  is  a  strong  suspicion.  The  second  reason 
why  I  object  to  the  clause  is  that  this  Bill 
is,  for  a  good  or  a  bad  reason,  going  to 
add  to  tne  endowment  of  the  clergy  of 
the  Church  of  England.  We  have  no 
Church  in  Ireland  endowed  hy  a  single 
penny  of  public  money^  and  the  pohcy 
£as  been  laid  down  by  successive  Acts  of 
Parliament  that  religious  equality  should 
be  established  foy  an  absolute  refusal  to 
endow  any  Church.  In  face  of  that  we 
are  now  presented  with  a  Bill,  one  of  the 
effects  of  which  may  be  to  tax  our  people 
in  Ireland,  who  are  mainly  of  a  different 
ireligion,  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  the 
great,  wealthy  Protestant  establishment  of 
this  country.  Yon  are  asking  a  nation 
entirely  free  from  establishment  to  contri- 
"bute  to  the  endowment  of  a  Church  which 
IS  Protestant  and  English.  That  appears 
to  me  to  be  an  intolerable  position.  The 
oaae  of  the  Government  is  tnat  our  appre- 
hension is  not  justiiied,  and  that  Ire- 
land cannot  be  taxed  under  this  Bill. 
In  questions  of  finance  and  In  the  inter- 
pretation of  statutes  I  have  no  right 
-whatever  to  press  my  own  opinion.  But 
Z  have  listened  to  this  Debate,  and  when  I 
£nd  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mom- 
bex*  for  West  Monmouthshire,  who  pused 
this  Act,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  King's 
Lynn,  who  was  his  most  constant, 
persistent,  and  able  critic,  in  absolute 
agreement  regarding  the  interpretation 
of  this  statute,  what  am  I  to  do  1  If  the 
right  hon.  Qentloman  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
Iwr  who  differed  in  every  other  respect 
in  r^ard  to  this  Bill,  agree  as  to  its 
interpretation  in  this  particular,  I,  as  a 
humble  layman,  must  come  to  the  con- 
olusion  that  their  opinion  is  more  likely 
to  be  sound  than  not.    Under  these 
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circumstances,  a  case  is  made  out  for 
doubt  and  ambiguity.  All  I  can  say  is 
as  a  simple  unimormed  layman  in  finan- 
cial matters  that  it  appears  to  me  that,  if 
a  certain  amount  is  to  be  taken  out  of  a 
common  fund,  each  contributory  to  that 
fund  ia  liable  to  pay  a  portion  of  that 
amoimt,  and  you  cannot  diminish  the 
fund  without  diminishing  the  share  of 
each  member  of  it.  Therefore,  if  ^ou 
diminish  this  common  fund  by  a  contribu- 
tion to  the  English  Church,  yon  thereby 
diminish  that  portion  of  the  fund  belong- 
ing to  Ireland.  All  I  am  concerned  to 
say  is  that  either  there  is  a  case  of 
ambiguity  or  there  is  not.  Surely  if  there 
is  not,  Ireland  ought  to  be  relieved  from 
the  apprehension  of  being  compelled  to 
pay  out  of  her  poverty  and  Catholicity  for 
the  rich  Protestant  Church  of  England. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  hope  the 
Government  will  see  their  way  to  accept 
this  Amendment.  As  to  the  idea  that 
you  must  pass  this  Bill  in  the  exact 
words  in  which  it  was  introduced  in  order 
to  avoid  another  stage,  my  experience  has 
always  been  that  such  attempts,  like 
curses,  come  home  to  roost. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eve) :  I 
cannot  conceive  any  hon.  Member,  whether 
he  be  a  friend  or  an  opponent  of  the  Bill, 
desiring  that  this  money  should  to  the 
slightest  extent  come  from  Scotch  or 
Irish  sources  for  the  purpose  of  helping 
an  arrangement  with  which  neither 
Scotland  nor  Ireland  has  absolutely  any* 
thing  to  do.  It  is  perfectly  clear  from  what 
has  ullen  from  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  the  Solicitor-General  that  there  is 
distinct  ambiguity  with  regard  to  this 
term  in  the  Bill.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  a  different  form  of  votdk  was 
adopted  in  1896  from  that  we  are  now 
disscussing,  but  still  there  is  a  possibility 
that  some  ambiguity  may  arise  in  future 
which  may  have  to  be  decided  -at  veiy 
great  cost  and  after  very  considerable 
delay  by  a  court  of  law.  The  position 
with  regard  to  the  fund  at  the  di^>osal  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue 
may  be  compared  to  a  great  river  which 
divides  itself  into  three  streams  and  forma 
a  sort  of  delta.  Eighty  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  volume  of  water  flows  through 
one  stream,  1 1  per  cent,  through  another, 
and  9  per  cent,  through  the  third. 
What  the  supporters  oi  this  Bill  desire 
to  do  is  to  intercept  a  certain  portion  of 
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this  volume  of  vrater  for  the  purpose  of 
irrigating  one  portion  of  die  delta.  In 
order  to  intercept  the  water  it  is  neces- 
sary to  construct  a  dam,  and  the  question 
is  whether  it  is  to  be  constructed  at  a 
point  above  or  below  where  the  river 
divides  itself  into  three  streams.  Ob- 
viously, if  the  water  is  intercepted 
above  the  dam,  there  is  a  possibility  of 
the  other  channels  running  drier  than 
before.  What  we  want  to  know  is  the 
precise  point  where  the  dam  is  to  be  con- 
structed, and  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  prepared  to  adopt  some 
form  of  Amendment  which  will  render 
an^  ambiguiw  absolutely  impossible,  imd 
wUch  will  snow  in  the  dearest  and 
most  explicit  language  that  he  intends 
that  the  water  shall  oe  intercepted  not 
above  but  below  the  point  where  the  river 
divides  itself.  Should  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  refuse  to  permit  an  Amend- 
ment of  this  kind  at  this  stage,  whatever 
air  of  injured  innocence  he  may  assume, 
the  country  will  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  object  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  time 
being  spent  on  the  Report  stage,  during 
which  some  of  these  matters  might  be  put 
before  the  House  and  the  country  with  even 
greater  clearness  than  is  possible  at  the 
present  stage. 


Mr.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) :  I 
should  like  some  information^  before  I 
make  up  my  mind  upon  this  point,  as  to 
whether  any  of  the  sums  coming  to  the 
Local  Taxation  Account  are  sums  of 
money  coming  from  Ireland  or  Scotland. 
If  not,  I  cannot  see  what  need  there  is  for 
these  aiguments  at  all.  If  none  of  this 
money  comes  from  Ireland  or  Scotland, 
this  proposal  cannot  possibly  make  any 
difference  to  either  of  those  countries.  I 
desire  to  be  assured  that  none  of  this 
money  is  payable  to  the  Local  Taxation 
Account  out  of  the  probate  duties  from 
Ireland  or  from  Scotland.  I  know  that 
under  the  Act  of  1 888  there  are  separate 
accounts  for  Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  I 
always  was  under  the  impression  that 
special  provision  was  made  for  Scotch 
and  Irish  accounts,  and  if  these  are  really 
separate  accounts  and  no  money  comes  to 
this  fund  either  from  Ireland  or  Scotland 
which  is  paid  into  the  Local  Taxation 
Account,  I  really  do  not  see'  what  we  are 
arguing  about. 

Mr.  Stevenson. 


{Eaies)  Bm.  72*' 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY:  I  am  not  aurw 
that  my  right  hon.  friend  was  in  the 
House  when  I  referred  to  the  section 
which  deals  with  this  question.  Hie 
Local  Taxation  Account  was  established 
under  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1688, 
which  applies  only  to  England  and  "Wales, 
The  2Ut  Section  is  the  one  which  deals 
with  the  probate  duty,  to  which  the  estate 
duty  now  corresponds.  Under  that  section 
fourth-filths  of  the  probate  duty  has  to  be 
paid  into  the  Bank  of  England  to  the 
Local  Taxation  Account,  and  that  has  to 
be  done  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the 
Act.  That  is  the  Local  Taxation  AtxxHmt, 
fmd  it  is  on  that  account  that  this  Bill 
rests.    The  Probate  Duties  (Scotland  and 
Ireland)  Act  was  passed  in  1888  also,  and 
the  first  section  of  that  Act  provided  for 
the  opening  of  two  perfectly  separate  and 
distinct  accounts.    I  am  much  obliged  to 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  for  calling  my 
attention  to  this  matter,  and  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  the  Local  Taxation  Account  re* 
lates  to  England,  and  to  England  alone. 
There  are,  therefore,  three  separate  ac- 
counts.  One  is  entitled  the  Local  Taxa* 
tion  Account  for  England  and  Wales ;  the 
second  is  the  Local  Taxation  (Scotland) 
Account  for  Scotland  ;  and  the  thixd  is 
the  Local  Taxation  (Ireland)  Account, 
which  relates  to  Ireland.    These  two 
accounts  for  Scotland  and  Ireland  are 
established  under  the  Act  of  1888,  to 
which  I  have  already  referred.  The  matter ' 
is  perfectly  clear,  and  I  have  listened 
with  very  great  surprise  to  the  doubts 
expressed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
oppoate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Ishoukl 
like  to  know  what  are  the  suits  that  an 
going  on  every  day  against  the  Grown  and 
the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue. 
The  Solicitor-General  has  just  made  a  most 
extraordinary  statement. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  really  forgive  my  inter- 
rupting him,  but  he  is  absolutely  misin- 
terpreting what  I  sidd.  What  I  said  was 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot 
suggest  that  a  court  of  law  has  authoriQr 
to  control  the  Crown  in  the  conversiou  of 
the  revenue.  The  court  of  law  can  decide 
as  to  whether  different  people  should  pay 
the  revenue  or  not. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  This  is  a 
most  extraordinary  statomentto  come  from  . 
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a  ToiT  Sdicitor-Oeneral,  whot  I  believe,  is 
probably  a  Liberal  Unionist.  But  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  has  not  answered 
one  question,  which  will  really  throw 
more  light  upon  this  matter  than  any- 
thing ho  has  yet  said.  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  opposite  was  responsible  for 
the  drafting  of  the  Agricultural  Land 
Rating  Act  of  1896,  and  we  all  recollect 
how  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  of  that 
day  was  supported  by  him  throughout  all 
the  discussions  in  this  House. 

Mr.  long  :  I  was  not  concerned  in 
that  measure. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  At  any 
rate  we  all  recollect  the  personal  and  active 

Srt  which  was  taken  by  the  Solicitor- 
meral  in  that  discussion.  Now,  his 
argument  is  that  when  you  use  the  words 
"Local  Taxation  Account"  there  cannot 
be  the  smallest  doubt  that  that  means  the 
En^ish  account  and  no  other.  If  that 
be  so,  then  why  did  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  put  these  words  into  the  Act 
of  1896 : 

"  The  expression '  Local  Taxatim  Aoconnt ' 
has  the  same  meaning  as  in  the  Local  Gorem- 

ment  Act  of  1888." 

If  it  is  SO  clear— and  he  has  expressed 
his  surprise  that  I  should  have  entertained 
any  doubt  on  the  matter — what  doubt 
was  there  in  his  mind  which  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  explain  those  words 
"  Local  Taxation  Account,"  when  he 
believes,  as  he  has  just  stated,  that  they 
are  absolutely  unnecessary  1  I  will  tm 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  why  he  put  in 
those  words.  He  put  them  in  because 
he  knew  that  there  was  an  ambiguity 
about  the  phrase  "Local  Taxation 
Account." 

Sir  B.  E  FINLAY:  I  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  drafting  of  the 
Act  of  1896,  although,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentdeman  has  stated,  I  took  an  active 
part  in  the  discussion.  I  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  irith  the  drafting  of  the 
measure,  and  in  my  opinion  these  wcvds 
are  unnecessary. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  It  is  a 
very  remarkable  thing,  because  that  Act  was 
drafted  by  one  of  the  ablest  men,  who  is 
now,  unfortunately,  not  in  the  service  of 
the  Government.  But  he  was  a  man  who 
wmdd  not  be  likely  to  put  in  any  un- 
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necessary  words.  Butwhoeverput  in  those 
words  knew  that,  as  there  were  three 

Local  Taxation  Accounts,  to  use  the  words 
"  Local  Taxation  Account "  was  to  use  an 
ambiguous  phrase.  That  was  the  reason 
why  the  words  were  inserted,  for  it  was 
thought  necessary  and  proper  to  clearly 
define  the  general  phrase  "  Local  Taxation 
Account "  as  meaning  the  Local  Taxation 
Account  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  1888, 
which  was  the  English  Local  Taxation 
Account.  That  is  the  reading  (rf  the  BilL 
It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  this  question 
might  be  raised  in  a  court  of  law,  md  it 
is  specified  in  the  Agricultural  Rating 
Act.  In  this  Act,  however,  you  have 
given  no  definition  of  the  words,  and, 
therefore,  it  will  follow  the  general  rule 
that  as  there  is  not  the  limitation  which 
was  put  into  the  Act  of  1896  it  falls  into 
the  ordinary  rule,  that  of  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament which  applies  to  all  the  countries 
alike ;  and  there  being  three  Local  Taxa- 
tion Accounts,  and  as  you  have  made  no 
specification  as  to  which  account  is  meant, 
as  you  thought  it  necessary  to  do  in  the 
Act  of  1896,  I  certainly  think  that  it 
is  a  reasonable  argument  to  raise  at  this 
stage,  and  I  would  again  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  reconsider  their  decision.  When 
the  Grovemment  were  dealing  with  the 
Agricultural  Rating  Act  these  words  were 
defined  ;  and  why  is  it  not  necessary  to 
define  ihem  in  this  case  t  Why  should 
the  Grovemment  object  to  insert  at  the 
end  of  this  Act  the  words,  "  this  Act  shall 
not  apply  to  Ireland  and  Scotland," 
which  would  make  the  matter  quite  clear? 
It  would  be  idle  to  pretend  that  the 
House  of  Commons  and  the  country  do 
not  know  why  it  is  that  you  do  not  do 
this.  What  is  the  use  of  having  all  this 
argument  upon  this  subject,  for  it  simply 
amounts  to  this,  that  you  refuse  to  do  iu 
1899  what  you  did  in  1896. 

Mr.  long  :  I  rise  not  only  for  the 
purpose  of  answering  the  questions  which 
have  been  put  to  me,  but  uso  to  make  an 
appeal  to  the  House.  It  is  idle  and  un* 
necessary  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  to  say  that  the  Government  are 
resisting  this  Amendment  because  they 
do  not  desire  to  have  a  Report  stage.  If 
I  may  say  so,  with  great  respect,  I  think 
it  is  imnecessary  to  meet  a  statement  of 
that  kind  at  all.  Our  position  is  precisely 
the  same  position  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  has  repeatedly  been 
placed,  and  if  he  comes  into  office  he  may 
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find  himself  in  that  same  position  again. 
The  Opposition  hold  that  the  words  which 
have  been  proposed  ought  to  be  inserted. 
We  hold,  acting  upon  the  best  legal 
advice  which  we  can  command,  that  these 
words  are  superfluous  and  unnecessary. 
There  is  no  mystery  about  this  matter. 
The  right  hoc.  Gentleman  asks  why  the 
definition  was  put  in  the  Act  of  1896  and 
is  to  be  left  out  of  the  Act  of  1899  1  I  mav 
say  that  in  the  ori^nal  draft  of  the  Bill 
those  words  were  inserted,  and  they  were 
afterwards  taken  out,  but  not  for  any  evil 
or  mysterious  purpose.  (Opposition  cries 
of  "  What  words  1  ")  Why,  the  words 
that  it  is  now  proposed  to  insert.  There 
is  absolutely  nothing  to  conceal  in  this 
matter.  The  words  were  taken  out  of  this 
Act  because,  as  used  in  the  Act  of  1896, 
they  were  considered  to  be  absolutely  un- 
necessary and  superfluous,  and  because  it 
was  thought  that  the  words  "  Local  Taxa^ 
tion  Account "  was  a  statutory  and  well- 
understood  name  of  a  fund  which  only 
applied  to  England  ;  and,  therefore,  as  this 
pOTtacular  fund  was  not  known  by  any 
other  name,  it  was  deemed  unnecessary 
and  undesirable  to  insert  those  words. 
There  was  no  intention  whatever  of  de- 
ceiving Parliament.  The  Ministers  on 
this  side  of  the  House  who  are  respon- 
sible, are  satisfied  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity whatever  for  the  insertion  of  those 
words,  because  the  proposal,  as  it  stands, 
conveys  the  necessary  meaning ;  and 
because  the  Opposition  take  a  d^erent 
view  we  are  accused  being  unreason- 
able, and  of  desiring  to  avoid  a  Beport 
stage  simply  because  we  will  not  allow 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  dictate  to  us 
what  we  shall  do  in  regard  to  our  own 
Bill.  I  think  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
are  really  carrying  their  opposition  to 
this  Bill  to  a  very  unreasonable  extent 
when  they  ask  us  to  accept  Amendments 
which  are  altogether  unnecessary,  and 
which  the  Opposition  alone  think  are  de- 
sirable. I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
reason  for  hon.  Members  to  be  alarmed  at 
this  proposal.  My  real  object,  however, 
in  rising  is  that  I  desire  to  make  an 
appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  We 
have  a  great  many  Amendments  and  new 
clauses  still  before  us,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  many  hon.  Members  opposite  de- 
sire to  discuss  them.  I  do,  therefore, 
appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
miether  it  is  not  now  desirable  that  the 
CSommittee  should  be  allowed  to  proceed 
at  once  to  a  Division  upon  this  puticular 

Mr.  Long. 
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point.  Erray  argument,  I  think,  for  and 
^mnst  has  been  fully  and  ably  stated. 
The  Government,  at  any  rate,  are  cer- 
tainly unconvinced,  and  the^  cannot 
agree  to  the  introduction  of  this  Amend- 
ment merely  because  it  is  harmless.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  think  we  might 
fight  the  point  out  now  in  the  Division 
I^bby. 

Me.  EDMUND  EOBERTSON :  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  confession  con- 
tained in  the  speech  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  just  delivered  dm  de- 
stroyed absolutely  the  only  remnant  of 
objection  which  one  could  possibly  have 
to  the  insertion  of  these  words.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  now  that 
these  words  were  before  him  in  the 
original  draft.  That  is  to  say  the  dis- 
tinguished draftsman  upon  whom  reliance 
has  always  been  placed  by  this  House 
thought  that  these  words  were  necessary. 

Mr.  long  :  I  beg  the  hon.  Member's 
pardon,  for  the  draftsman  struck  out  the 
words  himself. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  That 
is  another  confession.  We  shall  get  at 
the  real  history  of  these  words  by-and- 
bye.  I  should  like  to  know  how  the 
words  came  to  be  put  in  the  draft  at  all  if 
the  draftsman  himself  took  them  out.  I 
will  go  a  step  further  and  say  that  the 
great  sigmficimce  of  this  Debate  is  the 
stubborn  Tesistaiice  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  offered  to  the  words  which 
were  in  the  Bill  originally,  and  which 
they  have  now  confessed  were  harmless. 
I  will  not  make  any  imputation  as  to  the 
motive  which  induced  them  to  oflfer  this 
resistance,  but  I  will  go  on  and  make  a 
confession  equally  candid.  I  will  admi^ 
for  my  own  part,  that  if  the  Government 
had  not  inserted  those  words  in  the  Act 
of  1896,  and  if  they  had  not  defined 
these  words  in  two  previous  Acts,  I 
should  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
raise  the  question  now  ;  but  when  I  find 
that  in  the  Act  of  1896  they  thought  it 
necessary  to  define  the  words  by  a  special 
reference  to  a  particular  Act,  and  when 
four  years  afterwards  they  propcee 
another  Bill  using  the  same  wo^s,  but 
deliberately  and  for  e3q>re3B  purposes 
refuse  to  limit  those  words  by  inserting 
the  same  definition,  there  is  certainly 
something  very  suspicious  about  the 
matter.  The  right  hon.  Gentlraoan  bim- 
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self  now  admits  that  this  Amendment  is 
not  unreascmable. 

Mr.  LONG:  I  admit  nothing  of  the 
kind. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  I 
understood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
say  that,  but  I  will  not  press  the  matter 
an  inch  further.  My  object  was  to  make 
it  perfectly  certain,  according  to  the  com- 
mon forms  followed  by  draftsmen  who 
prepare  the  Bills  for  this  House,  that  this 
Bill  relates  to  England  only.  I  told  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  previously  that  if 
he  would  allow  that  common  form  to  be 
added  to  the  Bill  applying  it  to  England 
only«  I  should  make  no  particular  point 
about  the  Local  Taxation  Account,  and  I 
should  be  content  with  his  declaration  that 
the  Act  was  to  extend  to  England  only. 
Reference  has  been  made  to  Ireland.  The 
Irish  Tithe  Rent-charge  Bill  is  now 
before  the  House,  the  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland  bein^  responsible  for  it.  That 
is  a  Bill  in  which  it  is  made  perfectly 
clear  in  the  title  and  in  every  clause  that 
you  are  dealing  with  the  Irish  Tithe 
Bent^harge  in  Ireland  only,  and  there 
is  not  the  faintest  doubt  about  it.  The 
Irish  AttomOT-Gteneral  does  not  hesitate 
to  use  the  ordinary  common  form,  for  the 
title  clause  runs : 

*'  Thia  Bill  mav  be  cited  as  the  Irish  Tithe 
Rent-charge  Kll,  and  shall  extokl  to  Ireluid 

only." 

I  want  corresponding  words  introduced 
into  this  Bill,  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  promise  to  accept  a  similar 
definition  clause  my  objection  to  the 
vagueness  of  his  propoaal  will  be  entirely 
removed,  and  I  snail  not  even  advise  my 
friends  to  go  to  a  Division.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  do  this  I  am 
afraid  we  shall  have  to  put  hon.  members 
to  the  trouble  of  another  Division. 

Mb.  VICARY  GIBBS  (Hertfordshire, 
St.  Albans) :  As  a  hearty  supporter  of  this 
Bill,  may  I  be  allowed  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion to  my  right  hon,  friend  in  the  inte- 
rests of  expecution  t  We  have  already 
spent  about  two  hours  upon  this  point,  and 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
wish  to  accept  these  words  himself  I 
desire  to  ask  him  if  he  will  agree  that 
they  shall  be  introduced  in  another  place; 
or,  at  any  rate,  will  he  promise  to  use  the 
influence  of  the  Gk>vemment  in  that 


direction  1  It  seems  to  me  that  that 
would  meet  the  whole  case.  I  do  not 
myself  agree  that  there  is  any  real  danger 
in  this  matter,  and  I  merely  rise  in  the 
hope  that  I  may  persuade  my  right  hon. 
friend  to  get  this  difficulty  out  of  the 
way. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E) :  I  think  the 
course  of  this  discussion  has  shown  quite 
clearly  that  even  experts  differ  in  their 
interpretation  of  these  Statutes.    But  is 
there  any  wonder  that  we  should  be 
alarmed  at  this  particular  thing  when  we 
come  to  consider  what  will  be  the  course 
of  procedure  in  carrying  out  the  enact- 
ments contained  in  the  provisions  of  this 
Billl  The  course  of  procedure  will  be 
that  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue 
will  be  pressed,  to  use  the  words  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn,  to  "  create 
an   interception,"  and  this  thing  will 
all  be  settled  behind  the  scenes,  and  it 
will  be  months,  and  perhaps  even  more 
than  a  year,  after  the  money  has  all  been 
paid  away  before  we  shall  be  able  to  find 
out  in  what  proportion  the  distribution  of 
the  money  has  been  made.  It  is  not  an 
extraordinary  demand  to  make  that  this 
question  should  be  put  beyond  the  region 
of  doubt  and  controversjf,  which  it  is 
quite  easy  to  do.    In  their  proposal  ^e 
Government,  instead    of   inserting  a 
reference  which    would  have  left  no 
possibility  of  doubt  as  to  the  course  of 
procedure  which  was  to  be  adopted  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue, 
depart  altogether   from  the  precedent 
of  previous  Acts  of  Parliament,  There- 
fore it  is  natural  that  we  should  be 
doubtful  and  a  trifle  nervous  when  we  see 
thia  departure  from  the  ordinal^  pro- 
cedure in  previous  Acts,  and  it  is  ridiculous 
for  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  and 
the  Solicitor-General  to  laugh  at  the 
doubts  which  arise  in  our  minds,  and  to 
endeavour  to  make  out  that  there  is  no 
danger  whatever.    What  we  are  afraid  of 
is  very  simply  stated.    It  may  be  that  a 
court  of  law,  after  careful  investigation, 
would  decide  this  matter  on  the  lines  laid 
down  by  the  Solicitor-Genenil,  but  it  may 
mean  that  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue  may  take  a  different  view,  and 
say  that  it  was  the  meaning  of  the  Statute 
that  they  should  first  of  all  take  the 
Estate  Duty  Grant,  which  is  made  under 
that  clause  out  of  the  £30,000  which 
is  required  by  this  Act,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  distribute  that  grant  in  the 
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parishes  which  are  laid  down  in  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  and  which  may  be 
allied  to  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 
We  have  had  to  suffer  more  than  once  in 
the  past  from  friendly  catculataons  of  this 
kind ;  and  in  this  case  it  would  not  be  a 
too  friendly  calculation,  for  the  money 
does  not  get  into  the  Treasury  at  all. 
The  whole  discussion  is  just  another 
illustration  of  the  inconvenience  and  ob- 
jectionable character  of  the  new  finance — 
this  system  of  interceptions  of  the  tax- 
payers' money  on  its  way  to  the  Treasury. 
It  must  lead  to  the  greatest  possible  mis- 
understanding and  difficulty.  At  all 
eventSf  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  Uiere 


is  danger  of  an  ambiguity  and  nothing 
that  has  been  said  by  the  Government 
affords  any  solid  reason  against  the  re- 
moval of  that  ambiguity  bv  the  inaertacm 
of  the  words  of  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  rose  in  faia 
place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Questicm  be 

now  put." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  250 ; 
Noes,  173.   (Division  list,  No.  250.) 


Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ba«ot^  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoj 
Buley,  James  (Walworth) 
B&illie,  James  E.  B.  (InvernesR 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour.  Rt.  Hn.A.  J.(Manch'r 
Balfoar.Rt.  Hon.  G.W.(Leeds 
Banbnry,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Rt  Hn.  A.  H.  S.  (Hunts 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Winds'r 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Duntwr  Plunket 
Bathorst,  Hon.  A.  BeQjamin 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.SirM.H.{Brist'l 
Beach,W.  W.Bramiiton  (Hants 
Beckett,  Ernext  William 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Beresford,  Lord  Charted 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BiddulpETMichael 
ffiffwood,  James 
Kn,  Charles 
Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boscawen,  Arthur  GriffiUi- 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
BoiuSeld,  William  Robert 
Braasey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bnllard,  Sir  Harrv 
Bnrdett-Contto,  W. 
Butoher,  John  George 
Campbell,RtHn  J.A  (Glasgow 
Carson.  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lancn.) 
CaTendi8h,V.C.W.(  Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  (i.  W. 
Chaml)ertain,Rb.  Hon.  J.  ( Birm. 
ChambOTlain,J.Aa8ten(Worc. 
Ciiaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Heniy 
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Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plymouth 
C'oohrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  £. 
Coddiit^ton,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Ed.  H.  Athole 
Conipton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Comwallis,  FiennesStanley  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  Ed.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross.  H.  Shepheni  (Bolton) 
Cruddas,  Wilfiam  Donaldson 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
CurzoQ,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
navie8,SirHoratioD.(Chatham 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
DLsraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland,Su- F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akera. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A, 

Dtincorabe.  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dvke,Rt.  Hn.SirWilliamHart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,Hon.Ailwyo  Edward 
Fergusson.  Rt.  Hn.  ^J.  (Mane. 
Pinch,  (ieorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F, 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Hanr  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  W  iUiam  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 
(iibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gil)b9,Hn.A.G.H.(atyofLon. 
Gibh8,Hon.Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
GUIiat,  John  Saunders 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hmi.  SirJohnEldon 


Goschen,RtHnG.J.(StG«orge' 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goalding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henir  Robert 
Green,W^fordI)(WedneBbiu7 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
HalsCT,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamifton,Rt.Hn.Lord  George 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hn.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  R^finald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon- Hodge,  RobertTrotter 
Hoare,£d.  Brodie  (Hampsteod) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hn.  Liond  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  H«uj 
Howard,  Joseph 
HoweU,  WUluun  Tador 
Hozier^  Hn.  James  H.  Cedl 
Hubbard,  Hn.  Evelyn 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawiea 
Jebb,  Rtehard  ClaveriionM 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederiek 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  JonoB 
Jollitfe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  James 
Laione,  Alfred 

Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (liverpool) 
LawBoD,  John  Grant  (Yorlca) 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Londonder^ 
Leigbton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somenot 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Dillwyn  (Swan** 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Enktae 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt  Hn.  Walter  OivarO) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Boiler 
Lome,  Marqness  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lubboek,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John 
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Lncaa-Shadvell,  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Al&ed 
MaM^ney,  W.  G.  EUtaon 
Macdona,  John  Cummiog 
Maclver,  David  (Liwrpool) 
Macieao,  James  Maokenzie 
M  lver,  Sir  Lewb  (Edin.  W.) 
Ualeolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Kichard  Bnddalph 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thompron,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  Greorge 
Milton,  Viaoonnt 
Milward,  C!olonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montaga,Hon.  J.Seott(  Hants. ) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paey 
Moore,  William  (Anttim,  N.) 
More,  R.  Janper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,Hn.  Fred.(Monm'tiuii. 
Morrison,  Walter 
Aforton,  ArthorH.  A.(])eptf(»d 
Muntz,  PbilipA. 
Mtu-ray,  Rt.  Ho.  A.  G.  (Bnte) 
Marray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Mnrray.Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
.  Myern,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Viacount 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nortlicote,  Hon.Sir  H.Stafford 
'O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Penn,  John 
:Peny.  Ead 


{13  Jxx¥  1899} 

Pierpotnt,  Robert 
PilkingtoQ,  R.  (Lanes  Newton) 
Piatt- fiigginB,  P'rederick 
PriestleyTSirW  Ov6rend(Edin. 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Parvis,  Robert 
Qailter,  Sir  Cathbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
RichardBon,SirThoft.  ( Hartlep'l 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.SirMatthewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn-Cbas.  Thomson 
Robert6on,Herbert  (Hackney) 
Ronnd,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molynenx 
Rossell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehoase) 
Sassoout  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henrr 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebottom.  T.  H.(Stalybr.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Bamngton 
Sinclair,  Lotus  (Romford) 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lanarke.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Emest 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley*  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 


(RiUes)  Bill. 
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Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stranss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedlejr 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Chiohesterj 
Talbot,  RtHn.J.U.  (Oxfd  U.J 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlin8on,Wm.  Edw.  Manay 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscoont 

Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Watdfl,  Lieat. -Col.  C.E.(  Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Anhibald 
Wodehonse3t.  Hn.E.  R.  (Bath 
Wolff.  GnsUv  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stnart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
W  yndham,  Georce 
Wyndham-Quin.MajorW.  H. 
AVyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

YonDg,Commander  (Berks,E.) 
Younger,  William 


TSLLEBS    FOR  THE  AYES— 

Sir  William  Walnmd  and 
Mr.  Anstrather. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Rliondda) 
.  Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashtmi,  Thomas  Gair 
.Aaqnith,  Rt  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
.Austin,  Sir  Jobn  (Yorkshire) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
.Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Blake.  Edward 
Broadharst,  Henry 
Bninner,  Sir  John  Tonilinson 
.  Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bachanan,  Thomta  ilybum 
.Boms,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
.Boxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
'Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
<Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
•  Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Cannichael.  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Caufton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Clark.  Dr.  G.  B.(Caithne8s-Bh. 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Colviile,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  JosejA 
•GrombiejJohn  William 
•Cnrran,  Thonun  (Sligo,  S.) 
.Dalael,  James  Henry 


NOES. 

Davies,M.  Vauglian-(Cardigan 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dewar,  Arthur 

Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captsin  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Cliarles  M.  (X^nark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Dnnn,  Sir  William 
Ellis,  Jobn  Edward 
Evans,  Samuel  T.(Glamorgan) 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Farquhanon,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fer^son,  R.  C.  Monro  (Lath) 
Fitzmaorice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  RtHn.  Sir  Henry 
Goddard,  Danial  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Gonrley,  Sir  E.  Temperley 
Grimth,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Halaane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harconrt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  lU.  Hon.  C.  H. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Honand,Wm.  H.  (York,  W.R. 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hnmphreys-Oweo,  Arthur  C. 
Hntton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacot^,  James  Alfred 


Johnson-Ferguson,  J.  Edw. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea 
Jones,  William  (Camarvomdi 
KayShnttlewor^RtHnSirU. 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  G.  Smytli 
Kitnon,  Sir  James 
Latwucbere,  Henry^ 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Bat^ 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sii  John 
Leoty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Loucfh,  Thomas 
LyeU,  Sir  Leonard 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Donnell,  Dr.M.A.  (Qn'sC.) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Ewan,  Wiluam 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Ke«i]uad 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Montagu,  SirS.(Whitechapel) 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Moiiey,  Chas.  (ttreeonuiixe) 
Morley,  Rt  Hn.  J.(SfontxoN) 
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Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moes,  Samael 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Captain  Cecil  W. 
Nassey,  ThomaB  Willans 
O'Biien.  Junes  F.  G.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow.  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Uvwpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  G.  W.  (Reading) 
PaulbHi,  James  Mellor 
Pbase,  Joseph  A.  (Nortbnmb.) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
HckersgUl,  Edward  Hare 
PilkiDgtoD,SirG.  A.  (Lnos.SW) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Rsdatt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  Jo.  £.  (Wateiford) 
RiofaanlMMi,  J.  (Durham,  S.E. 


{COMMONS} 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robeon,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Cbarlea  £. 
Seott,Cliaa.  Frestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw.Cbu-les  Edw.  (Staffoid) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfars.) 
Smith,  Samael  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthnr  Wellealey 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Cnarlee 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Sboreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westraeatb) 
Thomas,  Alf.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Merthyr 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 


{Rates)  Bill 
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Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leedii,  S. 
Warner,  Thos.  Coortenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittiaier,  Thomas  Palmer 
WUlians.  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
WUIa,  Sir  William  Heniy 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (HnU) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,W.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Dnrfaam,  S|jd.| 
Wil8on,John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  jOovan) 
WUson,  Job.  H.  (Middleslifo*> 
Woodhonse,SirJ.T.(HBddeiiL 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cami,  East> 
Yondl,  Junes  Henrj 

Tellebs  fob  the  Nois— 
Mr.  Herbwt  Gladstmte  anA 
Mr.  M' Arthur 


Question  put  accordingly,  "That  those  I  The  CJommittee  divided : — Ayes,  174; 
wonla  be  there  inserted.  I  Noes,  250.    (Division  List,  No.  251.) 


Abraham,  W.  (Rhondda) 
AUu,  W.  (Gatesbwui) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Aaquith,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Henry 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  T.  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  WentworUi  C.  B. 
Bitlson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Blake,  Edward 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  J.  Tomtinson 
Bryee,  Right  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  T.  Kybum 
Bums,  John 
Bart,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  C.  (Glasgow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Dnniam) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Colvule,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  Atexand<>r  (Glasgow) 
Cnrran,  Thomas  (SHgo.  8.) 
Dalaal,  James  Henry 
Davies,M.  Vaaghan.(Cardigui 
Davltt,  Michael 
Dewar,  Arthur 
DUke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Donelaii,  Cwtain  A. 
Doogan,F.  0. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
DockwOTth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 


AYES. 

Ellis,  John  Edwanl 
Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Evetshed,  Sydney 
Fftrquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Mnnro(Leith) 
Fitzmanrice,  Lord  Edniond 
Flynn  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 

Griffith,  Ellia  J. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Richard  Bni^on 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W. 

Harwnod,  George 

Hayne,  Rt  Hn.  Charles  Setle- 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  0.  H. 

Hemphill.  Rc.  Hn.  Charles  H. 

Hojian,  James  Francis 

Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 

Homlman,  Frederick  John 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

HuttoB  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

Jaco'oy,  James  Alfred 

Job UHon- Ferguson,  Jabez  E. 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Jones,  D.  Bryumor  (Swansea) 

Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh.) 

KayShnttleworth,RtHnSirU. 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

KUbride,  Denis 

Klnlooh,  Sir  J.  G.  Smyth 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Labouchere,  Henry 

Lambert,  George 

Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,3ir  W.  (Cumberland) 

Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Aoeiington) 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Leuty,  Thomas  lUcbmond 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  David 


Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 

Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,  Dr.  (Queen's  Ca) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  SwifL 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Dennott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Madeu,  John  Henry 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Th<nw 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Monta^  Sir  S.  ( Whitechapel> 
Morgan,J.Lloyd(CannartheB) 
M  orean,  W.  Pritchard(Merthr. 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  f  Montroee> 
Morton,  Ed  w.J.C.(  Devonport) 
Moss,  funnel 
Moulton,  John  Hetolm 

Norton.  Capt.  Cecil  WilHam 
Nuseey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donafw) 
O'Connor  ,James(Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.-  (Livetpocd) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  WUliam 

Palmer,  Sir  ChaB.M.(Dnrfaan> 
Palmer  ,GeorgeWm.  (Roading) 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  JosephA.  (Nortfanmb.> 
Hckard,  Btmiamin 
Hekersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,SirG.  A.(Lanca,SW 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 

Recldtt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  John  E.(  Wateiford^ 
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Ricliardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Coinpton 
Roberts,  John  If.  (Denbighsh. 
KobertBon,  Edoiund  (Dundee) 
Kobson,  William  Snowdon 
Samad,  J.  (Stockton-m-Tees) 
Sehwano,  Cnarles  E. 
Scott,  Clms.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.John(Forfar8h.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanh^ie,  Htm.  Philip  J. 


{Rates)  Bill 


Steadnian,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  Jamee  (Shoreditch) 
SuIliTao,  Donat  (WeBtmeath) 
Tbomas,  A.  (Glamt^n,  E.) 
TbMUU,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Xioeds,  S.) 
Warner,  Thoa.  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Soathport) 
Wfaittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wills,  Sir  William  Hemy 


Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull>. 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.>< 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.  (Hnddenf^ 
Woods,  Samuel 
YouDR,  Samuel  (Cavon,  Easty 
Yoxafl,  James  Henry 

Tkllkrs  foe  the  Ayes — 
Mr.  Herhert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M' Arthur. 


Allsopp,  Hon.  Geoice 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baffot,Capt  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Biullie.  J.  E.  B.  (lovemesB) 
Boird,  John  Geoige  Alexander 
Bolcarres,  Lord 
BaldTrin,  Alfi«d 
BaUour,Rt.  Hn.A.  J.{Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,RtHDA.HSmith-(HuntB 
Barry,  Sir  F.  T.  (Windsor) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Batburst,  Hon.  A.  Benjamin 
BeaGb,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.lBristol) 
Beach,  W.  W.  B.  (Hants) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Iklichael 
Bigwood,  James 
Bin,  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
B<nuor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
BoBcawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bonsfield,  William  Robert 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodriek,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry  , 
Bnnlett-Coutts,  W.  j 
Batcher,  John  George  i 
Campbell,RtUnJ.A.(Glai)gow)  ! 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Laiicn.) 
Cavendifih,V.  C.W.  (DeHiysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Cliarlea  William  1 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertftnrd.  East)  i 
Chakmer,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Un.J.(Uinu.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Speneo- 
Cbelseo,  Viscount  i 
Clare,  Oetavius  Leigh  [ 
Clarke,SirEdward  ( Plymouth)  . 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.E.  ( 
Coddington,  Sir  William  j 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry  ! 


NOES. 

Cohen,  Benjamin  Lonis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chaa.  Edw.  H.Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Comwalli8,FiennesStanleyW. 
Cotton-Jodrell.Col.  Edw.  T.D. 
Cox,Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cr(»B,  Herb.Shepherd(Bolton) 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldson 
Cubltt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cnrxon,  Viscount 
Daliymple,  Sir  Charles 
Daviee,SirHoratioD.  (Chotii'm 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  Geoive 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Dmoker,  A. 

Dancombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke.Rt.  Hn.SirWilliamHart 
Efliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fsllowes,HoD.  Ailwya  Edward 
Fergusson,Rt.HnSirJ.(Manc'r 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison.  Frederick  William 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  P. 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster)  | 
Gallows,  William  Johnson  | 
Gedge,  Sydney 

Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd  \ 
Gibbs,Hn.  A.  G.  H(CityofLond) 
Gibbe,Hon.Vicary  (StAlbans) 
Gilcf,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders  | 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward  i 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.Sir  JohnEldon  i 
Go8chen4(tHDG.J(StGeorg8*B  I 
Goscben,  George  J.  (Sussex)  \ 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred  | 
Graliam,  Henry  Robert  I 
Gr«en.WalfordD(Wedneebttry  ; 
Grerille,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
(inrdon,  SirWilliamBrampton 
Hall,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Charles 
Holsiqr,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton4tt.Hn.Lord  George 
Hanbniy,  KtHn.  Robert  Wnt. 


Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hudy,  Laurence 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Utlder,  Augustus 
HecdersoD,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge.RobertTtotter 
Hoare,EdwBrodie(Hampstead 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
HoUand,Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow). 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  WUliam  Tudor 
Hozier,Hn.  James  HenryCecil 
Habbaid,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawiee- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
JoUiffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
KoH]^  Georae 

Kennaway,Rt.Hn.Sb' John  H*. 

Kenyon,  James 
Kimnr,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 

LawBon,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Londonderry 
Leighton,  Stanly 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset). 
LleweIyn,SirDillwyn-(Sw'ns'a. 
Lockwood,Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskinft 
Long,  Col.  Chae.  W.  (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (LivMpool)t 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquis  of 
Lowe,  Francis  W^Uliam 
Leyd.  Archie  Kirkman 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Locas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
JJacartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclver,  David  d^iverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M '  I  ver,SirLewiB(Edinbnrgh  W 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Ricliard  Biddulph 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-ThompHon,  Sir  H.  M.. 
Mifbaak,  Sir  Powlett  Chas. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  Georgfr. 
Milton,  Viscount 
Hilward,  Colonel  Victor 
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Monk,  Charles  James 
MoDta^Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hants) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pavy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.  Ja8per(Shrop8hire) 
Moi^n,  Hd.  F.  (Monmouthsh. ) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  ArtliurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bate) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventiy) 
Muiray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Viscount 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,Hon.Sir  H. Stafford 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robt.  Torrens 
Fenn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
PierjHJxnt,  Robert 
Pilkms;ton,R.  {Lanca  Newton) 
Platt-Hig^ns,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  SirW.Overend  (Kdin 
Pryce-Jones,Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robeit 
Quilter,  Sir  Cathbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentonl,  James  Alexander 


{COMMONS} 

Richardaon,Sir  T.  (Hartlepool) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon  SirMatthewW 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbt.  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
SasHooD,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  HUton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebottora,  T.  H.  (Stalybr.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskirk 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jaa.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambetii) 
Stanley,  Lord  (L/ancs.) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stirling-Maxwell,  SurJ.  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strntt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
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Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,RtHnJ.G.  (Oxford  UnL 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Heniy  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Ed.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Lieut. -Col.  C.E.(KeDtJ 
Welby,  Lieut. -CoL  A.  G.  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birtn. 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodebonse,Rt. Hn.E. a  (Bath 
Wolfi;  Uustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  R(.Hon.C.R  Stnart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmadnke  D'Arcy 
Young,Comraander(Berks,E.) 
Younger,  William 

TeLLKBS   for  TBS  NOES — 

Sir  William  Walnmd  and 
Mr  Anstmther 


*Mr.  J.  H.  KOBERTS  (Denbighshire, 
*W.) :  I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment 
standing  in  niy  name  to  leave  out  Sub- 
section (a).  I  do  not  feel  that  there  is 
any  reason  whatever,  after  what  has  been 
said,  why  that  sub-section  should  appear 
in  the  Bill  at  all.  The  meaning  of  the  Es- 
tate Duty  Grant  is  perfectly  clear,  and  I  do 
not  think  any  object  can  be  served  by 
the  insertion  of  the  words  contained  in 
the  sub-section.  I  therefore  move  that 
the  sub-section  be  omitted. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  14,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  i 
ia)."—{Mr.  J.  H.  Roberta.)  \ 

\ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  j 
(fl)  stand  part  of  the  clause."  | 

Sib  R.  B.  FINLAY:  The  Govern-; 
ment  cannot  accept   the  Amendment,  j 
because  we  regard  the  words  as  absolutely 
necessary 

Mr.  LLOYD -GEORGE  (Carnarvon, 
■etc.) :  I  do  not  see  that  these  words  are 
necessary  at  all.  There  is  only  one 
Estate  Duty  Grant,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners can,  without  the  aid  of  any 
interpretation  clause,  see  exactly  what 
^he  meaning  is. 

Mr.  WARNER  :  I  have  a  similar 
Amendment  on  the  Paper,  and  I  think. 


therefore,  I  ought  to  state  why  I  pat  it 
there.   It  seems  to  me  that  ^e  simplest 

way  would  have  been  not  to  have  a 
separate  sub-section  in  the  definition 
clause  of  the  Bill,  but  simply  to  have 
said,  "Given  under  Section  19  of  the 
Finance  Act,  1894  "  at  the  end  of  Clause  I, 
It  only  makes  the  Bill  more  difficult  for 
the  layman  to  understand  to  retain  the 
words  as  they  stand  now.  I  certainly 
do  not  see  the  necessity  for  this  sub- 
section, and  I  shall  certainly  support  my 
hon.  friend's  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

,  *Mr.  j.  H.  ROBERTS :  The  Amend- 
j  ment  which  I  wish  to  move  is  to  leave 
I  out  from  "curacies"  in  Clause  2,  Section 
'  2,  page  1,  line  18,  to  end  of  sub-section. 
The  effect  of  my  Amendment  will  be  to 
withdraw  from  the  operation  of  this  Bill 
two  or  three  distinct  classes  of  benefices 
— first,  parochial  chapelries ;  secondly, 
chapelries  or  districts  l)eIonging,  or  re- 
puted to  belong,  or  annexed^  or  reputed 
to  be  annexed,  to  any  church  or  chapel ; 
and,  thirdly,  districts  formed  for  ecclesi- 
astical purposes  by  statute.  I  think  there 
is  by  this  time  no  doubt  that  whatever 
the  attitude  of  the  Government  as  to  this 
Bill  may  be,  the  real  reason  for  its  intro- 
duction is  the  peculiar  position  of  the 
clergy  in  regard  to  their  incomes.  It  is 
on  account  of  the  smallness  of  their 
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incomes  that  this  Bill  has  been  introduced. 
That  this  Bill  is  only  a  temporary  Bill — 
to  last  for  two  and  a  half  years — is  proof 
■of  that  contention,  and  the  reading  of 
the  evidence  placed  before  the  Royal 
Commission  on  the  subject  confirms  that 
view  in  the  most  ample  manner.  I  think 
I  am  therefore  justified  in  laying  dovm 
that  this  Bill  is  intended  for  the  relief  of 
those  clergy  in  the  country  who  depend 
entirely  upon  the  proceeds  of  the  tithe 
rent-charge,  and  my  Amendment  stands 
or  foils  upon  that  point,  namely,  whether 
they  derive  their  income  sumtantially 
from  that  source  or  not.  I  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  go  through  an  interesting 
Itetum  upon  this  subject  which  was  fur- 
nished to  this  House  in  1891.  It  gives 
full  information  as  to  the  districts  formed 
for  ecclesiastical  purposes  during  the  years 
1880  and  1890.  I  am  not  going  to  weary 
the  Committee  with  statistics  and  figiu-es 
fmm  this  Return,  but  I  should  like  to 
point  out  that  any  hon.  Member  may  find 
out  for  himself,  if  he  studies  this  Return, 
that,  80  far  as  the  majority  of  these  dis- 
tricts are  concerned,  the  tithe  rent-charge 
■assigned  to  them  is  of  the  smallest  dimen- 
sions. When  the  income  of  the  clergy 
from  endowment  is,  on  the  average,  from 
X300  to  ^£500,  and  when  the  tithe  rent- 
■charge  is  only  £10,  £20,  or  £30,  is  it 
just  or  right  that  the  same  relief  in  re^rd 
to  the  rating  should  be  apphed  1 
I  further  wish  to  call  attention  to  one 
phrase  in  this  section  which  seems  to  me 
to  require  some  explanation  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  I  should 
like  to  know  what  is  the  meaning  d  the 
phrase  "and  chapelries  o^ districts  belong- 
ing or  reputed  to  belong,  or  annexed,  or 
reputed  to  be  annexed,  to  any  chui"ch  or 
■cluipel."  It  passes  my  comprehension  to 
imderstand  how  it  is  desirable  or  neces- 
sary to  introduce  into  a  section  of  this 
kind  words  of  that  character. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  1,  line  18,  to  leave  oat  from  the 
word  '  enraeies,'  to  the  end  of  paraffraph  (A)."— 
iUr.  J.  H.  S^erts.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
■clause." 

Sm  R.  B.  FmLAY  :  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  retain  these  words.  The 
Amendment  moved  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  really  in  substance  an  attempt  to 
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undo  a  great  part  of  what  the  Committee 
has  alrrady  decided  upon  under  the  first 
clause — namely,  that  certain  relief  shall 

be  given  in  the  case  of  tithe  rent-charge 
attached  to  benefices.  The  Amendment 
Mrill,  in  fact,  eviscerate  that  clause. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fife,  E.) :  Will  the 
Solicitor-General  explain  the  concluding 
words  of  the  section,  relating  to  bene- 
fices imder  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  % 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLaY  :  These  words  are 
merely  put  in  on  the  principle  that  an 
Act  (n  Parliament  does  not  apply  to  the 
Crown  unless  the  Crown  is  expressly 
mentioned. 

Mr.  lewis  (Flint  Boroughs) :  I  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  attention 
of  the  Solicitor-General  to  the  fact  that 
he  has  not  replied  to  the  most  important 
part  of  the  case  put  forward  by  my  hon. 
friend.  I  would  especially  draw  his 
attention  to  the  wonls  "  and  districts 
formed  for  ecclesiastical  purposes  by 
virtue  of  statutory  authority."  The 
question  was  put  earlier  in  this  Debate  to 
the  Government  whether  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners  were  or  were  not  to  derive 
any  benefit  under  this  Bill.  I  remember 
the  question  being  put  very  well,  and  I 
remember  the  answer  given  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman-  It  was  denied  that  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  were  to  derive 
any  benefit  whatever  under  this  Bill. 
What  have  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
been  doin^and  what  are  they  doing  con- 
tinually ?  They  are  forming  new  districts 
for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  and  those  dis- 
tricts are  being  formed  by  virtue  of 
statutory  authority.  But  what  will 
happen  in  the  future  with  regard  to  those 
districts  1  They  will  simply  have  a  further 
endowment  of  10  per  cent,  paid  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  nation,  in  addition  to 
the  endowment  which  they  will  ^et  if  they 
annex  any  tithe  in  their  possession  to  the 
benefice.  I  daresay  hon.  Gentlemen 
ofmosite  would  like  to  have  a  further 
endowment  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
that  particular  way. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  Districts  are,  of 
course,  formed  in  the  way  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  Member,  and  they  may  remain 
districts  for  some  time  without  becoming 
parishes.  If  they  have  tithes  annexed  to 
them  and  endowments  derived  from 
them,  then  it  is  proper  that  the  benefits 
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of  this  provision  should  be  extended  to 
such  cases. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan- 
shire, Mid.) :  I  object  to  the  words  in 
question,  because  they  will  enable  the 

£)cclesia8tical  Commissioners  to  attach  a 
very  large  extent  of  tithe  rent-charge 
to  new  districts,  which  they  will  un- 
doubtedly form  as  soon  as  they  possibly 
oan. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  I  do  not  wish  to 
detain  the  Committee  for  more  than  a 
moment,  but  there  is  in  line  20  a  phrase 
which  is  not  quite  clear  to  the  lay  mind. 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "  reputed  "  to  belong.  It  is  used  in 
two  distinct  places — "  Chapelries  or  dis- 
tricts belonging,  or  reputed  to  belong, 
or  annexed  or  reputed  to  be  annexed  to 
any  church  or  chapel."  If  a  thing 
belongs  to  any  church  or  chapel  it  does 
belong  to  it,  but  surely  you  need  not 
bring  in  under  this  Bill  any  thing 
"  reputed"  to  belong. 

Sir  R.  R  FINLAY:  A  question  might 
arise  as  to  the  precise  extent  of  the  Com- 
mon Law  right,  and  this  is  intended  to 
make  the  matter  quite  dear. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS  -  OWEN  (Mont- 
gomery) :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
say  what  is  the  difference  between 
'*  belonging  to  "  and  *'  annexed  to"  ? 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  "  Belongine  to  " 
means  that  which  was  given  to  the  bene- 
fice when  it  was  formed,  "annexed  to" 
that  which  was  given  afterwards. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  The  inter- 
pretation put  upon  this  clause  by  the 
Solicitor-General  raises  a  very  important 
point.  It  is  to  be  extended  to  chapelries 
belonging  to  or  reputed  to  belong  to  any 
church  or  chapel.  A  new  district  is 
formed  and  a  chapel  is  endowed,  that  is, 
a  certain  sum  is  put  aside  for  its  use,  and 
then  comes  the  question  as  to  how  that 
money  is  going  to  be  invested.  The 
trustees  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
will  invest  the  money  in  tithe  rent-charge 
in  the  hands  of  the  lay  impropriator. 
The  question  is,  is  such  a  transaction 
within  the  Act  ?  If  it  is,  it  raises  a  most 
important  point.  Suppose  you  purchase 
the  tithe  rent-charge  100  miles  away  ; 
directly  you  do  so  that  tithe  rent^harge 


is  equal  to  a  £50  endownemt  to  the 
chapel,  which  is  equivalent  to  adding 
£2,000  to  the  endo^vment.  I  should  like 
to  know  if  I  am  correct  in  my  interprets^ 
tion  of  the  clause.  Instead  of  the  whole  of 
the  money  being  handed  over  to  the 
church,  it  might  be  divided  between  the 
church  and  the  lay  impropriator.  The 
lay  impropriator  might  say,  **  You  benefit 
to  the  extent  of  £50  a  year,  therefore  I 
am  ^ing  to  put  another  £1,000  on  U> 
the  price."  _ 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  doubt  whether 
that  question  is  relevant  to  the  matter 
before  the  House,  but  I  will  answer  it 
nevertheless.  If  a  certain  sum  of  money 
is  invested  for  the  endowment  of  an 
existing  vicarage  or  of  a  new  district,  it  is 
not  subject  to  rates.  The  whole  injustice 
is  this,  that,  where  a  benefice  is  endowed 
with  tithes,  rates  arechueed.  If  yoa 
have  £1,000  which  you  wish  to  give  to  a. 
church  and  it  is  invested  in  Consols  or 
some  other  stock,  no  rates  are  charged. 
Therefore  nothing  is  gained  by  buying 
tithe  rent-charge  m>m  the  lay  impropria- 
tor. The  same  value  is  obtained,  only  it 
did  not  become  subject  to  rates.  The 
amount  obtained  is  not  altered  by 
changing  the  form  of  investment.  I  think 
the  question  has  a  very  remote  reference 
to  the  subject  before  us. 

Mr.  LLC  YI>OEOBGE  :  Then  I  nndei^ 
stand  the  anerwer  is  in  the  aflSmuttive. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  understimds  that  per- 
fectly well. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  am  glad  to 
have  that  admission.  I  think  it  raisea 
a  very  important  point.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  challenge  the  ail- 
ment I  laid  down,  which  is  that  a  sum  of 
money  may  be  collected  in  Liverpool  or 
Newcastle ;  if,  instead  of  investing  it  in 
Consols,  you  invest  it  in  tithes  in  a  parish 
300  miles  away,  you  can  arrange  a 
deal  with  the  lay  impropriator  by  which 
you  can  give  £3,000  for  a  thing  only 
worth  £2,000,  and  say,  we  do  not  mind 
giving  you  the  £1,000  because  we  make 
£1,000,  and  the  money  after  all  will  come 
out  of  the  ratepayers.  This  is  done 
tmder  a  Bill  the  object  of  which  is  ri^t 
and  justice.  This  measure  will  lend  itself 
to  transactions  little  short  of  fraudulent 
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Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
If  the  Solicitor-General  is  correct,  wiU  not 
this  Bill  not  only  have  the  effect  of  reliev- 
ing the  clerical  tithe-owners  of  half  their 
rate,  but  increaBing  the  value  of  tithes 
generally  t 
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*Thk  chairman  :  I  think  the  matter 
has  already  been  diacuBsed.  It  was  dis- 
cussed onanAmendmentmoved  bythehon. 
Member  for  Merthyr  to  insert  the  words 
"  attached  to,"  and  it  was  admitted  that 
"  attached  to  "  would  cover  future  cases. 


*Thb  CHAIRMAN :  I  do  not  see  how 
that  arises  on  the  question  of  tJie  defini- 
tion of  the  words  proposed  to  be  left 
out. 

Mr.  lewis  :  I  wish  to  put  a  specific 
instance  which  arises  on  the  Amendment 
of  my  hon.  friend.  I  have  in  my  mind  a 
parisa  with  a  chapelry  endowed  with 
jC10,000  by  the  mother  of  the  lay  im- 
propriator. I  wish  to  know  whether  it  is 
posrible  and  how  the  Grovemment  pro- 
poses to  meet  a  case  in  which  by  arrange- 
ment between  the  parties  the  lay  tiuie 
may  be  made  free  to  the  extent  of  one- 
half  of  the  rates.  The  Government  have 
admitted  over  and  over  a^ain  that  the 
lay  tithes  have  been  omittea  from  the  Bill 
because  they  could  not,  in  justice,  be  in- 
cluded in  it ;  but  there  are  cases  in  which 
the  lay  tithe-owners  will  be  largely 
benefited  under  this  Bill,  and  nothing  can 
be  done  to  prevent  it. 

*Thb  chairman  :  I  do  not  see  that 
the  case  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers  to 
would  be  met  by  the  omission  of  the 
words  now  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  LEWIS  :  If  these  words  are 
omitted  the  specific  transaction  to  which 
I  referred  would  not  be  possible  under 
the  BilL  I  want  to  know  what  guarantee 
there  is  that  justice  will  be  done  by  the 
action  the  Government  are  taking. 

*Thi  chairman  :  The  endowment 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  referred  can 
be  made  applicable  to  special  curacies, 
which  has  ^vady  been  passed. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Before  you  put  the 
'Qaestion,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  you  rule  that  upon  the  Amend- 
men.  of  mv  hon.  friend  we  are  not 
entiUed  to  discuss  the  effect  which  this 
definition  clause  will  hare  if  passed  in  its 
present  shape  on  what  I  might  call  future 
annexations  of  tithe  rent-charge,  which 
do  not  at  present  exist.  In  my  judg- 
ment it  is  a  question  of  great  importance, 
but  I  do  not  want  to  m  out  of  order  in 
cliscussing  it. 


Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  Upon  a  point 
of  order,  Sir,  I  moved  the  Amendment, 
but  I  never  raised  that  point  at  all,  Sir. 


*Thk  CHAIRMAN :  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  the  hon.  Member  did  not  raise  the 
point,  but  other  hon.  Members  did,  and 
discussed  it  for  a  considerable  period. 
The  matter  was  fully  gone  into 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  Would  it  not 
be  in  order  to  discuss  the  point  in  con- 
nection with  the  endowment  of  chapelries 
which  are  freshly  endowed  1  I  propose 
to  confine  myself  to  that  point. 

*Thii  chairman  :  The  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  the  hon.  Member  is  that  it 
was  discussed  in  the  previous  Amend- 
ment to  which  I  referred. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  I  do  not 
understand  you  to  rule,  Sir,  that  it  is 
absolutely  out  of  order,  though  I  quite 
see  the  mfficulty  ;  but  it  is  really  a  most 
important  point,  and  one  upon  which  I 
desire  to  have  your  ruling  particularly. 

*Ths  chairman  :  In  my  opinion  the 
case  has  been  discussed  and  decided  when 
the  Committee  decided  that  the  woids 
"attached  to  "  should  remain  in  the  Bill. 
I  do  not  think  the  question  can  be  raised 
again  on  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  You  have  re- 
ferred, Sir,  to  the  Amendment  I  moved 
on  Monday  last,  but  I  did  not  raise  tiiia 
point,  and  it  does  seem  a  little  hard  m  on 
me  that^  because  some  discussion  wmch 
was  evidently  out  of  order  took  place  on 
that  occasion,  I  should  now  be  said  to 
have  raised  the  discussion. 


♦Thk  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
chose  to  raise  the  same  point  by  moving 
his  Amendment,  and  there  was  consider- 
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able  discussion  on  the  point  If  my  recol- 
lection serves  me  correctly,  there  was  a 
long  4iscu8SU)n  on  it. 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  228  ; 
Noes,  152.   (Division  List,  Na  252.) 


AUsopp,  Hon.  George 
Archdale,  Edward  Merryn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt.  Joflceline  FitzRoy 
Baillie,  James  E.  B.(Invemess 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balf our.Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
'  Barry,  R.Hn.A.H.SroiUi-(Hnt 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Winds'r 
Bartley,  (Jeorge  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Flunket 
Bathurst,  Hon.  A,  Benjamin 
Beach,Ht.Hn.SirM.U.(Bristol 
Beach,  W.  W.  Bianiston(Hanto 
Beckett,  Ernest  AVillbim 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bhownaegree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddnlp^Michael 
Kgwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boseawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brook&eld,  A.  Monta^ 
Bollard,  Sir  Harry 
Bordett-Cotitts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derby.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner.  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
■  Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Wor'cr.) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clarke,  Sir  Ed.  (Plymonth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cwhill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
CwTrwalli8,Fienne8Stanley,W 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Ciipps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herb.Shepherd(BoIton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Corzon,  Viscount 
Dalrsrmple,  Kir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  Hor.  D.  (Chatham 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson'Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
msraeli,  Cooingsby  Ralph 


AYES. 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  Geotse 
Donglas,  Rt.  Him.  A.  Akets- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 

Dracker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fergusf  on,Rt.  Hn.SirJ.  (M'nc'r 
Finch,  Ge<HFge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  A.  Bannatyne 
Firbaiik,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 
(Jiles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,KtHnG.J(St£reorge's 
Goschen,  G.  J.  (Sussex) 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wedneebury) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
GuU,  Sir  Cameron 
Gnnter,  Colonel 
HaU,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  G. 
Hanbnry,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Re^nald 
Hardy,  Laurence. 
HeaCon,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon- Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead 
Hoara,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hn.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Hairy 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,Capt.  G.  w.Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Kemp,  George 

Keunaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  H. 

Kenyon,  James 

Kimber,  Henry 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 

Lafore,  Alfred 

Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverp'l) 

Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 

Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Lodonderry 

Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  £.  H. 

Lees.  Sir  Elliott  (Krkenhead) 

Le^E^ton,  Stanley 


Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somersei 
Llewelyn,SirDillwvn-(SwanB'& 
Lockwoodi  Lieut  Cd.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 

Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lueas-Sbadwell,  William 
Lyttelton.  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M'Iver,Sir  Lewia(Edinb'gb,W. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Melville,  Beresford  Valratine 
Meys^-ThoinpBon,  Sir  H.  BL 
Milbank.  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
MUdmay,  Francis  Binsham 
Milner,  Sir  FrederickGec^^B 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milwaid,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  {Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.  Jasper  (Shopshire) 
Morgan,  Hn,  Fred  (Monm'thsh. 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptfopd 
Muntz,  Phihp  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,Col.Wj'ndham  (Bath) 
NewarK,  Viscount 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrena 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmgton,  R.  (Lanes.  NewtCMi) 
Platt-Hi^ius,  Frederick 
Powell,  bu-  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  SirW.  O.  (Edin.> 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Qoilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
BichardsoUiSir  T.(Haitlepoel) 
Kidley3tHonSirMattliewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  lliomBOB 
Itobertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
RusseU,  T.  W.  (TVrone) 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilt<m 
SetoU'Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebottoro,  T.  H.  (Stalybr.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  {Strand 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormakirk) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Sonvsraet) 
Stanley,  Su-  H.  M.  (Lambetii) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Laacs.) 
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Stock,  James  Henry 
Straass,  Arthur 
Stnitt,  Hon.  Charles  Kedley 
Stnrt,  Hon.  Haraphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt  Hn.  J.G.(Ox'dUmv. 
Thorlmm,WiJter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUamMhe,  Hennr  Jamw 
Tomlinson*  Wm.  £d.  Mnimy  i 


{13  July  1899} 

Tritton,  Charles  Emeat 
Valentia,  Vi«connt 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Lieut-Col.  C.  E.(Kent 
Welby,  Lient.-Co1.  A.  C.  E. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williajns, J.  PoweU-<MrmVni. 
Willoz,  Sir  John  Archibald 
WUmd,  John  (Falkirk) 
WodehoaM,Kt.  Ho.  E.K.  (Bath 
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Wolff.  Gnstav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Kt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stnart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndhani  Quin,Maior W.  H> 
Wy vill,  Marmaduke  D'Ajcy 
Younger,  William 
Tblubs  for  thb  Atks— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstmther. 


Abraham  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan.  William  (Gateshead) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Asqnith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Austin,  M.  (Liiuerick,  W.) 
Bartow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Tbomaa  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth,  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Blake,  Edward 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhnrst,  Henry 
Bmnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 
Bnchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Bums,  John 
Boxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldvell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Cawl<py,  Frederick 
Glonsh,  Walter  Owen 
ColvQle,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Ciorabie,  John  William 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cnrriui,  Thomas  (Sligo,  8.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  M.yaughan-(Cardigan 
Dilke,  Kt.  H<m.  Sir  Charles 
IMllon,  John 
Dtmelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  ((41amoTgan} 
ETanSiSirFrancisH.  (Soatlrton 
ErtfBhed,  Sydney 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Rol>ert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
^tzmaurice.  Lord  Edniond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Gladston&Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 


NOES. 
Gold,  Charles 

Goorley.  Sir  Edw.  Tsmperley 
Griffitl^  Rlli*  J. 
Gnrdon,SirWiUiam  Hampton 
Raldane,  Richard  Bnrdon 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harwood,  Geoi^ 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chicles  Seale- 
Headerwick,Tbon]aaCharlesH 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Holland, Wm.  H.  (York,W.R.) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson- Ferguson,  Jabez  E. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire 
Kearlnr,  Hndson,  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Laboncfaere,  Henry 
Lambert,  Geoive 
LawsonSirWilnid(Camb'land 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M' Artbnr,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  Geo^e 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Montagu,  Sir  S.(Whitechapel) 
Morgan,J.L1oyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.Pntchard(6Ierth*r 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley,  Rt.Hon.J.  (Montrose) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samael 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nnssey,  Thsmas  Willans 
0*Brie«,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
T.  P.  0'C^nor»  (Livorpool) 


Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  :  I  quite  recog- 
nise that  the  second  part  of  the  .Amend- 
ment I  .have  on  the  Paper  is  not  now  in 
order,  but  the  first  part  is.  The  object  of 
that  part  is  to  limit  as  far  as  possible  the 
extent  of  the  Bill    The  Committee  have 


Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
IMmar,SuChaB.M.  (Durham, 
Palmer,  Geo.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Joe.  A.  (Northumb.) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,SirG.  A.(Lancs,SW 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Randell,  Darvf 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.  E. 
Robertson,  E.  (Dundee) 
Robson,  W.  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  C.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  C.  E.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  R) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (ForfaraMrel 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  WellesI^ 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles- 
Stevenson,  Francis  S> 
Stuart,|James  (Shoreditch) 
SullivaB,  Donal  (Westmeatb)) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leed8,S.)' 
Warner,  Thomas  C.  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport), 
Whitteker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York.  W.  k) 
Wilson,  J.  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Goran) 
Woodhon»e,SirJ.  T.  (Httddsfld)i 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,.Ea8t) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellbrs  for  thb  Noes.  

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts  and 
Mr.  Lloyd-G«oi^, 

already  decided  that  incumbents  presented 
to  a  Hving  after  the  passing  of  the  Act 
should  receive  the  benefit,  but  they  have 
not  yet  decided  or  discussed  whether 
those  who  have  been  recently  presented 
should  receive  the  benefit  of  the  BiU.  1 
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should  like  to  limit  it  to  those  who  have 
been  presented  to  living  since  the  passing 
■of  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act,  1896,  and 
before  the  passing  of  the  present  Act.  In 
my  mind  they  are  the  onfy  ones  who  can 
hare  had  their  expectations  aroused  of 
having  half  their  rates  ipaid.  There  can 
be  no Icind  of  sense  of  grievance  with  the 
rest,  and  therefore  I  beg  to  move  this 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  paee  1,  line  25,  to  leave  out  paragraph 
•{e)  of  Snb-Beotion  1,  and  insert  the  words, 
"The  expression  "owner,"  means  the  incum- 
bent in  recMpt  of  the  tithe  rent-ehaiKe  at  the 
date  of  the  passing  of  tiiia  Act'  "—{Mr.  David 
Thomas.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  paragraph 
■<c),  of  Sub-aection  1,  stand  part  aS  the 
-dause." 

Mb.  long  :  I  hope  the  bon.  Gentle- 
man does  not  mean  seriously  to  press  this 
Amendment ;  if  he  does,  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  reject  it,  because  it  proposes 
to  reverse  the  decisions  of  other  stages  of 
the  proceeding.  We  are  asked  to  limit 
the  daose  to  mcumbents  now  in  posses- 
sion of  their  benefices ;  but  if  this  Act 
■comes  into  force  the  same  rule  ought  to 
apply  to  Uie  new  incumbent  as  to  the  ohl 

Mr.  LEWIS:  I  cannot  allow  this 
opportunity  to  go  by  without  protesting 
against  the  "legislation  by  reference 
that  we  see  in  this  particular  sub-section. 
We  are  told  that  the  expressions  "  owner 
•of  tithe  rent-charge"  and  "tithe  rent- 
^barge"  have  the  same  meanings  respec- 
tively as  in  the  Tithe  Act  of  1891.  Wiien 
that  Act  is  turned  up  it  is  found  that  a 
reference  is  made  to  the  Tithe  Act  of 
1836,  80  that  to  find  out  the  meaning  of 
these  terms  the  Act  of  1836  has  to  be 
-consulted.    This  is  a  question  in  which 
not  only  lawyers  but  laymen  are  becom- 
ing   increasingly    concerned.     If  the 
Government  introduce  measures  of  this 
kind  they  ought  to  make  them  plain  and 
simple  to  the  ordinary  intelligence.  The 
-countTT  lawyer  has  to  have  his  shelves 
stacked  witii  volumes  of  old  statutes,  or 
-else  he  is  unable  to  explain  to  his 
clients   what    the    meaning   of  such 
a  section  is.      The    very    least  the 
<5ovemment  could  have  done  would  have 
been  to  refer  people,  not  to  the  Act  of 
1891,  but  to  the  Act  of  1836.    I  feel  so 
^strongly  upon  this  subject  that  unless  I 

Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas, 


'  receive  a  satisfactory  explanation  why 
the  clause  has  been  so  drawn  I  shall  feel 
compelled  to  go  to  a  Division. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  :  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  in  the  Tithe  Act  of  1891,  Sec  9, 
you  are  referred  not  merely  to  the  Tithe 
Act  of  1836  but  to  the  £xtraordiiiaiy 
Tithe  Redemption  Act  of  1836,  and  to 
the  Tithe  Act  of  1860,  so  that  you  have 
to  refer  to  four  Acts  of  Parliament  before 
you  can  get  a  definition.    This  kind 
drafting  ought  to  come  to  an  end.  It 
lends  some  colour  to  the  allegation  which 
is  sometimes  made  by  people  who  do  not 
know  any  better  that  Acts  of  Parliament 
are  drafted  in  an  obscure  way  for  the 
benefit  of  the  lawyers.    You  can  ezfdain 
in  a  few  plain  words  what  is  meant  by 
these  terms,  but  instead  of  that  a  person 
is  referred  from  Act  of  Parliament  to  Act 
of  Parliament,  and  he  is  a  very  wise  man 
who  after  consulting  them  can  come 
to  any  definite  conclusion  at  all.  With 
regard  to  the  substance  of  the  Amendment, 
I  exonerate  the  mover  entirely  from  having 
supported  an  Amendment  of  mine  which 
was  the  converse  of  this;  I  believe  he 
voted  against  it.    But  we  cut  the  Bill 
into  two  parts — those  referring  to  past 
and  future.    If  we  could  ^fe  nd  of  the 
benefits  proposed  to  be  given  to  those 
who  lived  in  the  past  we  should  be  very 
pleased,  but  if  we  could  cut  oflf  the  b<me- 
fits  from  those  who  live  in  the  hiture  we 
should  be,  perhaps,  still  more  pleased.  I 
shall,  therefore,  with  a  perfectly  clear 
conscience  support  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  ELLIS  J.  GRIFFITH:  As  far  as 
I  understand,  the  only  reason  why  we  are 
asked  to  support  this  Bill  at  all  is  in 
order  to  do  some  sort  of  justice  to  dieee 
people  who  have  suffered  so  mudi  in  the 
past.  If  that  is  there  is  no  reason 
whatever  why  we  should  confer  any 
benefits  upon  future  incumbents.  They 
will  then  know  perfectly  well  that  they 
will  not  get  any  benefit,  and  therefore  they 
will  have  no  grievance  on  the  ground  that 
they  are  under  a  disadvantage  as  com- 
pared with  those  appointed  oefore  the 
passing  of  the  Act.  Consequently  I 
shall  vote  for  the  Amendment. 

Sir  J.  T.  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich) :  The  desire  to  have  Acts  of 
Parliament  clear  to  the  common  under- 
standing is  one  that  I  hold  very  dear 
indeed.     I  am  delighted  to  have  tfae 
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opportunity  of  appealing  once  more  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  take  the 
advice  which  I  have  so  <^ten  said  has  been 
£iven  to  them  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
bead  of  the  Grorermnent.  Lord  Salis- 
buiy  has  declared  that  the  method  of 
draiting  Acts  of  Parliament  was  ex* 
tremely  repugnant  to  him,  and  he  has 
made  a  promise,  which  I  hope  he  will 
«ome  day  fulfil,  of  bringing  in  a  Bill 
which  should  put  an  end  to  this  mischief. 
Year  after  year  we  pass  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment trhich  necessitate  references  ad 
■nauseam  to  former  Acts,  and  I  hope  that 
these  few  words  of  mine  may  fall  upon 
some  good  ground — if  not  on  the  Treasury 
bench,  then  elsewhere — and  that  my  heart 
may  be  ^addened  some  day  or  other  by 
this  advice  being  taken. 

Mr.  LEUTY  {Leeds,  E.) :  I  am  some- 
what curious  to  know  how  the  element 
of  justice  can  possibly  come  into  the  dis- 
<ussion  of  this  Amendment.  It  may  be 
argued  that  in  some  way  those  who  nave 
property  in  tithe  rent-charge  are  suffering 
from  some  injustice,  and  that  that  injus- 
tice ought  to  be  removed.  But  how  can 
it  be  argued  with  regard  to  men  who  are 
in  the  future  to  be  presented  to  benefices 
tiiat  there  can  be  any  injustice  in  leaving 
matters  as  they  are !  According  to  the 
law,  of  this  property  a  portion  will  be 
^ven  to  the  gentlemen  who  occupy  the 
offices,  and  another  portion  will  go  in  pay- 
ment of  rates.  If  these  gentlemen  do 
not  choose  to  take  the  proportion  which 
the  present  law  gives  them,  they  have  no 
need  to  take  the  office  ;  and  if  they  take 
the  office,  how  can  it  be  said  that  there  is 
any  injustice  in  their  emoluments  being 
limited  to  those  attached  to  the  office  ? 
Therefore  the  element  of  justice  does  not 
come  in.  But  what  does  come  in  7  What 
eomes  in  is  this — that  it  is  desired  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  give  addi- 
tional endowments  to  these  offices,  so  that 
the  gentlemen  who  are  advanced  to  them 
will  find  they  are  advanced  to  offices  with 
larger  endowments  than  they  have  to-day. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
«aTlier  part  of  the  discussion  made  an 
appeal  which  ought  to  come  with  great 
weight  to  any  man  who  desires  to  be  at 
all  mir-minded,  and  that  was  that  all  these 
old  quarrels  should  be  ended  and  forgotten. 
How  can  we  expect  that  did  quarrels 
will  be  ended  and  forgotten  when  Her 
Majesty's  Government  go  to  Dissenters, 
and  to  those  who  profess  no  religion  at 
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all,  and  say  to  both,  "  You  must  and  shall 
make  a  contribution  for  the  increase  of 
the  endowments  of  the  Church  of 
England  "  1 

*Ths  GHAHtMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
is  making  a  statement  which  dangerously 
approadies  a  speech  applicable  to  the 
Second  Reading. 

Mr.  LEUTY :  I  am  extremely  glad  it 
only  dangerously  approache',  and  1  will 
try  to  steer  farther  from  that  point.  If 
ttus  Bill  be  founded  on  justice  I  might 
argue  that  at  least  justice  was  not 
involved  in  the  proposal  which  the 
Amendment  suggests  should  I>e  left 
out,  inasmuch  as  it  would  affect  gentle- 
men who  at  present  have  no  nuuiner  of 
interest  in  the  property  in  question.  As 
a  Nonconformist,  I  should  be  only  too 
delighted  to  see  these  quarrels  forgotten. 
But  if  those  quarrels  cannot  be  forgotten, 
the  fault  lies  with  those  who  insist  on 
keeping  them  open  by  measures  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  LLOYD^EORGE  :  With  regard 
to  this  increasing  difficulty  of  interpre- 
ting Acts  of  Parliament  owing  to 
"legislation  by  reference,"  I  brieve 
the  Incorporated  Law  Society  had  the 
matter  under  their  consideration  for 
several  sessions  and  sent  appeals  to  the 
Government.  Those  appeals  have  been 
considered  by  the  Solicitor-General,  who 
has  replied  in  formal  words,  but  he  is  too 
busily  engaged  in  endowing  the'ctergy  to 
attend  to  the  far  more  important  point  of 
simplifying  some  of  these  Acts  of 
Parliament.  Lawyers  themselves  are 
complaining  about  it,  and  the  difficulty, 
great  as  it  is  now,  will  be  increased  by 
means  of  an  Act  like  this,  which  legislates 
by  reference  to  four  or  five  other  very 
complicated  Acts.  I  hare  another  objection 
to  this  sub-section,  and  that  is  the 
interpretation  sought  to  be  applied  to 
the  words  "owner  of  tithe  rent-charge." 
I  really  believe  that  if  the  words  of  the 
Tithe  Act  of  1891  had  been  incorporated 
in  this  Bill  it  would  have  struck 
even  Members  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  as  beii^  an  extraordinarily  unfair 
proposition.  What  is  the  interpretation 
diere  t  It  is  that  if  the  tithe  rent-charge 
is  vested  in  the  Queen  in  right  of  her 
Crown,  "owner"  means  "the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  "  in  substitution  for  the 
Queen.   What  on  earth  have  the  Com- 
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miBsioners  of  Woods  to  do  with  the  rehef 
which  is  to  be  granted  to  the  clergy  in 
respect  of  rates  which  are  pressing  heavily 
upon  them  1  Surely  they  cannot  com- 
plain that  they  are  suffering.  "What  is 
the  second  definition  ?  It  is  that  where 
the  ownership  is  vested  in  the  Duke  of 
Cornwall  it  means  the  Keeper  of  the 
Records  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  in  sub- 
stitution for  the  Duke  of  Cornwall.  AVho 
is  the  Keeper  of  the  Records  of  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall  1  What  are  the 
Records  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  ?  We 
ought  to  have  another  definition,  explain- 
ing what  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  is  and 
what  its  limits  are.  Why  should  a  grant 
be  made  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Records  of 
the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  and  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods,  in  a  Bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  distress  of  the  clergy  1  They  have 
absolutely  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
it.  The  whole  of  that  definition  clause  is 
confined  to  the  Commissioners  of  Woods 
and  Forests  and  to  the  Keeper  of  the 
Records  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  and 
we  are  asked  to  make  a  grant  to  those 
gentlemen  under  the  Bill. 

Mr.  long  :  NoHBense  ! 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  What  does  it 
mean,  then  t    If  it  is  nonsense^  it  is  non- 


sense which  is  introduced  by  the  right 
hon.  Greiitleman  himself. 

Mr.  long  :  I  withdraw  the  word 
"  nonsense,"  but  it  was  drawn  from  me  by 
the  statement  that  we  propose  to  mye 
this  grant  to  these  various  people.  The 
grant  is  expressly  given,  in  dear  terms  in 
the  Bill,  in  respect  of  tithe  rent-charge 
attached  to  a  benefice,  and  clearly  snch 
tithe  rent-charge  is  not  enjoyed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioners. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  Then  if  that 
is  the  case,  what  on  earth  do  these  words- 
mean  t  This  Bill  is  really  a  very  stupid 
Bill.  We  have  already  decided  that  we 
will  pay  half  the  rates  of  the  clerical 
owners  of  tithe  rent  

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  move  that 
the  Question  be  now  put. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  That  is  the 
I  best  answer  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
i  can  give  me ! 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  ho 
now  put." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  18T 
Noes,  107.    (DiWsion  List,  No.  253.) 


Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Archaale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Itt.  Hon.  John 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  UtHn.A.J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  RtHnGeraldW.  (Leeda 
Barnes,  Frederic  (lorell 
Barrv,  Ht.  Hn.  A.  H.  Sraitli- 
Bartley,  (Seorge  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Piunket 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Beni. 
Beach,  Kt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bn8tal 
Beaoh,  W.  W.  Rraii)ston(  Hants 
B^,  Ferdinand  Faithfall 
Bemrofw,  Sir  Henrv  Howe 
Bhowna«gree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Bigwood,  James 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Hpnry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolline 
Boscawen,  Artlmr  Grimtli- 
BoiL-tfield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montatjn 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-CouttH,  W. 
Butcher,  .lohn  (leorye 
Cavendi.«li,  V.  C.  W.  (Derl)ys.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  Eanl) 


AYES. 

Oialoner,  Cayt.  R.  G.  W. 
Chamlierlain,  Rt.Hon.J.(Binn 
Chamberlain,  J.  Auaten(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cliarrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Lei^h 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
Coddington,  Sir  "Wilfiani 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louin 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jet*8e 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Coniwallis,Fiennefi  Stanley  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  Ed.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Croae,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  H.  Sbephenl  (BoTtoD) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzoo,  VisGOODt 
Dalrrmple,  Sir  CbaTlee 
Daviea,  tjir  H.  1>.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
DoringtoD.  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  tieorg* 
DoQKtaf>,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxiord.  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  Y. 
Elliot,  Hon  A.  Ralph  Donglas 


Fardell.  SirT.  Geo^ 
Fellowea,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastooame} 
Finch,  (iewee  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Banoatyn* 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Gibbons.  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St.AIban»> 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
GilHat,  John  Sannders 
Godson,  Sir  Angustus  F. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gonlon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorft,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,  Rt  Hn  G.  J.(StG«o.'a 
GoKchea,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edwanl  Alfred 
Graham,  Henrv  Robert 
Green,  Walfor^  D.  (Wed'bwy 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hanbury.  RtHon.  Robert  W- 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hendenton,  Alexander 
Hermon.Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
HUl,  Sir  E.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  B.  (Hampateadk 
Hoarv,  Satnnel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry- 
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Holland,  Hon.  L.  R.  (Bow) 
Horahy,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  C'apt.(j.  W.  Grice- 
Jebb,  K.  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Kir  John  Jones 
Kemp,  tJeorge 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 

Kenyon,  Janiea 

Kiniber,  Henry 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 

Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londonderrj-) 
Llewellj'n,  K.  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,&irI>illwyn-<  Swans. ) 
Loder,  iierald  Walter  Erakine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lont;,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowe,  Francif*  William 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.-ElliEion 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Melville,  Ilerasford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thoiiipson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mil(linav<  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Fir  Frederick  George 
Milton,  Viwonnt 
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Monk,  Charles  Jamen 
More,Robert  Jasper  (SlirotMh.) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  K.  A.  (Deptford) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col, Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Roltert 
Pilkmgton,R.(  Lanes.  Newton) 
Piatt- Higginw,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Piyce- Jones,  Lt.'Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rafich,  .\Iajor  Frederic  Came 
RichardHon,Sir  T.(Hartlepool) 
Ridley.Rt.  Hn.Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Seton-Karr,  -Hen^ 
Sfaaipe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebottom,  T.  H.  (SUlybr.) 
Simeon.  Sir  Barringtf'n 
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Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Max  wet  I,  Sir  John  H. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  He<Uey 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chiche8t«r) 
Thorbam,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henrr  James 
Tomlinaon,  Wm.  E.  Mnrray 
Tritton,  Charles  Emeftt 
Valentia,  Viscount 
WankljTi,  James  Leslie 
Warde,Lieut.-Col.C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut  Col.  A.  C.  E. 
WU1ianis,Jo«>ephPoweU-(Birni, 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
AVilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wolfl",  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.  B.Stnart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
W>-ndham-Quiu,MajOT  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmadnke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander  (Berks, 'E. 
Yonnger,  William 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstmther. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Ambrt^e,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Eminott 
Bayley,  Thomns  (Derbyshire) 
BU1  Ison,  Alfred 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Bninner,  Sir  Jolin  Tomlinaon 
Caidwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Charles  (Gl  Ww) 
Campbell-Bannerroan,  Sir  H. 
Cawlev,  Frederick 
Clongfi,  Walter  Owen 
ColvUle,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Cnrran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
-  Dobdel,  James  Henry 
Da\'itt,  Michael 
Dillon,  Jolm 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 
Everslied,  Sydney 
VeD^iick,  Charles 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Gourley.  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
(iriffith,  Ellis  J. 
Haldane.  Richard  Burdon 
Hareonrt,  Ut.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 


NOES. 

Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Cha.-*.  Scale- 
HemphUl,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Holhmd.  Wm.  H.  (York,W.R. 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kearlev,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  DenLn 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Lambert,  George 
Lau'son,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  K.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richaiti 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  Jolm  Henry 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel) 
Morgan.J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W',  Pntchard  (Merthy  r 
Mor^y,  Charles  (BrecODshire) 
Morton,  Edw.  J.C.  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow.W 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
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Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Piekersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Josepb 
Price,  Itobeit  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks) 
Randell,  Daviti 
Iteckitt,  Harold  James 
Itoberts,  John  H.  (Deubighs) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  £. 
Scott,  Chas.  Pre8twich(Ldgh) 
Sbaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Ca|>t.John  (Forfanth- 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (MertlijT) . 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philiiw 
Wallace,  Roliert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leed.«,  S.) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wbittaker,  Tlionias  Palmer 
Willianu*,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  fob  the  Nous- 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  tmd 
Mr.  Causton. 
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The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  184; 
Noes,  111.    (Division  List^  Na  254.) 


AUwpp.  Hon.  George 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 

Atkinaon,  Rt.  Hon.  Jolin 
BalcarreH,  Lord 
Balfour.Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.{Manch'r 
Baifonr,RtHnGeraldW.  (Leeils 
Barnes.  Frederic  Gorell 
Bany.RtHnAH.  Snutli-(Hant8 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dnnlwj*  Plunket 
Bath tirst, Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beacli,  K  t.  Hn.  Sir  M.  H .  ( Bristol 
Beacii,  W.  W.  BrainKton(  Hants. 
Begg,  Fenlinand  Faithful! 
Benuwe.  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Blion-naj^^i^ree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddnlph,  Michael 
Bigwood,  Jame» 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
BouBtield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Kxrakfield,  A.  Montagu 
Billiard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Contts,  Vi. 
Butcher,  .John  George 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(DerbyBh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  Eaat) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W, 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  ( Binu. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8ten(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charringtoii,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clarke,Sir  Ed  ward  (Plymouth) 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douj^laa  Harry 
Conen,  BenjaTuin  Louis 
Collings.  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
ComwaHi«,Fienne»Stanley  W. 
Cotton -Jodrell,  Col.  Edw.T.D. 
t^DX,  Irwin  Edward  Bainhiidge 
Crofn,  Herb.Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cuhitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrjmple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,Sir  HoratioD.(Chath*m 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson -Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningshy  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty.  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akera- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 

Buncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Elliot.  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell.  Su-  T.  George 
Fel'owes.  Hon.  Ail^mi  Edw. 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastboame) 


Abraham,  William  (Rhoadda) 
AlUn,  William  (Gateshead) 


AYES. 

Finch,  Geoive  H. 
Finhty,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank.  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Harrr  S.  (Suffolk) 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hon.  Vieary(St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,Rt.Hn.G.J.tSt.Geo's) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gouldmg,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green, WalfordD.  (WednesVy 
Gretton,  John 

Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury.Rt.  Hon.  Robt-Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Roht.  Trotter 
Hill,  Su-  Edw.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,Ed.Brodie(Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.W.Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Kemp,  GeorM 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 

KenyoD,  James 

Kimber,  Henry 

King  Sir  Henry  Seymour 

Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea.  Sir  Thomas  (Londonderry 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(Sw'n8'a 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.Col.  CharleaW.(Eveah'm 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter(Liverpool 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Bnller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maclver,  DaWd  (Liverpool) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey- Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bindism 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milton,  Viscount 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,RobertJaRp.  (Shropshire) 

NOES. 

Ambrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 


Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  HT  A.  (Deptford) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (E^) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
0'N«1I,  Hon.  Robert  Tomns 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  R.  (Lancs,Newton) 
Katt-Hifi^ins,  Frederick 
Powell,  hir  Francis  Shajp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edm.) 
Pryce-Jonea,  Lt.-Col.  EdwBid 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Richardson,SirTbo8.(Hartlep'l 
Ridiey,Rt.Hn.Sir  MatthewW. 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.Cha8.  Thorawo 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rmwell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rntherford,  John 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  WiUiam  Edward  T. 
Sidebottom,  T.  H.  (Stalybr.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barringtm 
Stanley  Hn.  A.  (Orraskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  lA. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Stnrt,  Hon.  Hnraphry  Napitf 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  E.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Williams,  J.  Powell-iBirm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.&Stiiart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Maj.  W.  H. 
W'yvill,  Marmwluke  d'Arcy 
YoungiCommander  (B^ca,  E.) 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Aybs— Sir 
William  Walrood  and  Mr. 
Anstrnther. 


Austin,  Sir  John  (Yrnkshiret 
Austin,  M.  (Limeriek,  W.) 
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Barlow,  John  Etnmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derhyahire) 
BiOson,  Alfred 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurat,  Henry 
Bnuiner,  Sir  Jolm  Tomlinson 
Caldwall,  Janies 
Camaron,  Sir  Charles  (Glaogow 
Caropbell-Bannerman,  Sir  B. 
Cftwley,  Frederick 
Clongn,  Walter  Owen 
ColvSle,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crilly,  Dimiel 
Crosfi,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Corran,  Thomas  (Sligt^  S.) 
Dalzie),  Janies  Henry 
Da\-itt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doovan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flynn,  James  Cristopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 
Gonrley,  Sir  E.  Temperley 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Haldane,  Richard  Bnrdoa 
Harcoart,  Kt.  Hn.  Sir  William 
Harwood,  George 
Bayne,  Kt.  Hn.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hemphil],Kt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 


Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

.lacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh. 
Kearlev,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbriae,  Denis 
Kinloch,  Sir  J.  George  Smyth 
Lambert,  Geotge 
Uwwn,  Sir  Wilfrid  (CnmbTd 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,  Dr.  M.A.(Qn'8C. 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Dermott,  nitrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  Jotm 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Heniy 
Montagn,  SirS.  (W^itechapel) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.  Pntchard(Merthyr 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  E.  J.  0.  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  WUlans 
O'Connor,  J.  {Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Hckersgill,  Edward  Hare 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Brifo^s  (Yorks.) 
Kandell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  Janies 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees( 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (SUfford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  j^Forfarsliire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadntan,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donald  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,Alf red(Glamorgan,  E. ) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  PhUips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leed^,  S.) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Car\'ell  (Notts) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid. ) 
Wilson,  John  (FaUcirk) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  CaoBton. 


Mr.  Bai^ur  rose  in  his  {dace  and 
claimed  to  move,  "That  the  Question 
*  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill '  he 
now  pnt." 


Question  put,  "  That  the  Question 
<  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill '  be 
now  put." 

The  Committee  divided : — ^Ayes,  184; 
Noes,  97.   (Division  List,  No.  255.) 


Allaopp,  Hon.  Geoi]se 
Archdale,  E<l\vard  Men-yn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt.Hon.G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Barnes,  Fredraic  Gorrell 
BwTy.RtHnAH  Smith'(Hunts 
Bartley,  Geoi^je  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathnrst,  Hon.  Allen  Beni'n 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.Sir  M.  H.(Bnstol 
Beacli,  W.  W.  Bram8ton(Hant8. 
6^,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bhownaegree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BiddolphTMichael 
Bigwood,  James 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
BousHeld,  William  Ro)>ert 
Brodtick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookiield.  A.  Montagu 
Bnllard,  Sir  Harry 
BuMett-Couttfl,  W. 


AYES. 

Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish,V.C.W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  E.  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Capt.  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J.  (Birm.) 
Chamberlain,' J.  A.  (Worcester) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  (Plymouth) 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
C<^bill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louls 
Collin}^,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cook,  F.  L.  (Lambeth) 
Comwallis,  Fiennes  S.  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irn'in  E.  Bainbridge 
Cross,  A.  (Glasgow) 
Cro^  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cnlntt,  Hon.  Heniy 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalnrmple,  Sir  Charles 
DaWes,  Sir  H.  D.  (Cliatham) 


Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  J,  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  GeotKe 
Doui^las,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Tlieodore 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncoiube,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Eftiot,  Hon.  A.  R.  Douglas 
Fardell,  Su-  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Field,  Admiral  (E^tumme) 
Finch,  (Jeorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Roliert  Bannatyne 
Firl»ank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  Jdm  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Goldsworthy,  ^uijor-General 


Digitized  by 


Google 


767  Tithe  nent-Charge 

<;or<Jon,  Hon.  Jolin  Edward 
Uorst,  Kt.  Hn.  Sir  John  EMon 
C!owlien,Rt-Hn.G.J.  (St.Geo'n 
Uosclien,  Geoi^je  J.  (Sussex) 
(lOuMing,  Edward  Alfred 
(•raliain,  Heniy  Robert 
Green, Waif ordD.  (Wedne«l)'y 
(iretton,  John 

Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robt.  Win. 
Hanson,  Sir  Riginald 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hennon-Hodge,  Bobt.  Trotter 
Hill,Sir  Edw.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,Edw.Brodie(Hamp8te'd 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Nonricli) 
Hobhonse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Habbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hntchintwn,  Cant.  G.  W.Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeflreya,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
KeDnaway,Rt.Uon..SirJolmH. 
KenyoD,  James 
Kimber,  Henry- 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Lafone,  Alfreil 

Lawson.  John  Grant  (Yorks. ) 
Lea,Sir  ThoniaH  (Londonderry) 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewellvn,Sirt)illwyn-(Sw'n9'a 
Loder,  (herald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  Vi.  (Evesham) 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter(  Liverpool 


{COMMONS} 

Lopes,  Henry  Yawle  Bnller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
>la«artney,  W,  G.  Ellison 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Me\'8ey-Thomi)son,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mildmay,  I-'raiicis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milton,  Viscount 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  R.  Jasper  (SliropHhire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monrn'theb. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.\\jvndham  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Elarl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmgton,  R.(Lana'*,Newton} 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sliarn 
PrieHtley,SirW^.  Overend(Edin. 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pur\'ia,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ra.«<ch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Richardson.Sir  T,  (Hartlepool) 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.Sir  MattliewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney] 
Round,  Jamea 
Roydfi,  Clement  Molynenx 
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Russell,  T.  W.  (TjToiie) 
Rntherford,  John 
Sharpe,  William  Edwani  T. 
Sidebottom,  T.  H.  (KtAlyU-.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ornmkirk) 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanct*.) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  JolinM. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Start,  Hon.  Hunnihry  NajHer 
Talbot,  Lord  K  (CliiclieHter) 
Thorbora,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M". 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Etlw.Mnrray 
Tritton,  Charles  Emettt 
Valentia,  Visconnt 
Wanklyn,  Jamee  Leslie 
Warde,Lieut.  -Col.C'.  E.  ( Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (llirm. 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archil»ald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wortley.  Rt.  Hn.  C.B.  Stiiart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
W^-ndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wp-ill,  Marmadnke  D'Arcy 
Young.Commander  (BerksE.) 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Aves— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Allen,  William  (Gatetiheatl) 

.\mbrose,  Rolwrt 

Asher,  Alexander 

Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Killson,  Alfred 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Sir  Charles  (Glasgow 

Campliell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Cawiey,  Frederick 

Clough,  Walter  Owen 

Colville,  John 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomiu*  (Sligo,  S.) 

Dalziel,  Jamei  Henry 

Davitt,  Micliael 

Dillon,  John 

Dcmelan,  Captain  A. 

Dotwan,  P.  C. 

Duckworth,  Jamen 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Flynn.  James  ("hristoplier 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  ( Derby  Co. ) 

<ioddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gold,  Charles 

(ioorley,  Sir  Edw,  Temjperley 
HaTCourt,Rt.  Hon.SirWilliam 
Hiu^ood,  George 
Hayoe,  Rt.  Hn.  Chailes  Seale- 


NOES. 

Humphreys- Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  William  (Caman'onsh.) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Lambert,  George 
Lawson,SirWilmd(Cumb'land 
Leese,SirJoseph  F.  ( Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herl)ert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
IjOgau,  John  William 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.MA(Queen'sC 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Dermott.  Patrick 
M'Gee,  Richard  ' 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin  I 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddiwn,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry  I 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Wbitechapel) 
Moi^n,  J.Ltovd(Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.Pntchanl(Merth.) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  E<hv.J.C.(Devonport) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  Jaraei!(  Wicklow.W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldrovd,  Mark 
O'Mailey.  William 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 


Pickersgill,  Edwaral  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Jffwph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgli 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
lioberts,  John  H.  (I>enbigli.t.) 
Robwn,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Cbas.  Prestwich  (I^igh) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (StafTord) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Ha«ick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  ( Forfarwhire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Houttar,  Robinson 
Spicer.  AUrert 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westnieath) 
Thom;is,  Alfred  ((Glamorgan.  E. ) 
Thomas,DaA-itl  Alf  red(.Merthyr 
Trevelyan,  Charles  I'hilipH 
Wallace,  Roliert 
Walton.  John  La wson(  LeeilsS. ) 
AVeir,  James  Galloway 
A\"hittaker,  Thomas  I^almer 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Nottt. 
Wil.fon,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Yoxatl,  Jamee  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— Mr. 
Herbert  Gladfitone  and  Mr. 
Cau«ton. 
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Question  put  accordinglv,  "  That  Clause 
stand  part  of  the  fiill^ ' 


The  Committee  divided :- — Ayes,  184 ; 
Noes,  101.    (Division  list,  Mo.  256.) 


-AUsopp,  Hon.  Geo^ 
Arehdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Right  Hod.  John 
Balcarres,  Lonl 
Balfour,  Rt.  Ha.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Balfour.  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  {Leedsj 
Barnea,  Frederic  Gorell 
.Ban7,RtHn  AHSmith-(  H'nts) 
IBartJey,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  B. 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(BrstI.) 
Beach,  W.  W.  B.  (Hanta) 
18^,  Ferdinand  Faithfnll 
Bemroae,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bhowna«gree,  Sir  M .  M. 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griifith- 
jBousfield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bnllard,  Sir  Hiutv 
Burdett-Contta,  W. 
Batcher,  John  Georce 
Cavendish.  V.  C.  W.  (Derby.) 

■Cayzer,  Sir  Cliarles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 

■Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberiain,Rt.  Hon.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au9ten(Worc*r 
Ohaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cha^rington,  Spencer 

■Chelsea,  Viscount 

■  Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 

■Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plymouth 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Hany 

-Cofien,  Benjamin  Louw 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 

-Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Comwallls,Fiennea  StanleyW. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
COx,  Irnin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Cross,  H.  Shen^erd  (Bolton) 
Cnbitt,  Hon.  Henry 

'CnnEOD,  Viscount 
DaLrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson- Foynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coninratby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  min.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 

Dnncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 


AYES. 

Fardell,  Sir  T.  (ieorge 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannabyne 
Firbaitk,  Josepii  Thomas 
Fiaher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibba,  Hn.  Vicary  (St  Albans 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  AngtLstua  Fredk. 
(Joldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goflohen,Rt  HnG  J(StGeorge'a) 
Goschen,'  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Gretton,  John 

Haniilt(ni,Rt.Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Herraon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
HiU,  Sir  E.  S.  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  B.  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhonse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  L.  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  W.  Henry 
Howell,  AVilliam  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  Capt.  G.  W.Grice- 
Jebb,  Ricliard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Kennawav,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  Jame.s 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Ijawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  ThomaH(Londonderry) 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(Swan8'a 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Cha«.W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  BuUer 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maclvcr,  David  (Livwpool) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mimmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 


Milton,  Viscount 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Robt.  JaBper(Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.lMonmouthsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (CJoventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
PUkm^n,  R.(Lanc9,Newton) 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  S^  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,SirW.  O  verend(Edm. 
Pryce-Joues,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rascb,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Richardson;  Sir  T.  ( Hartlepool) 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.Sir  MatthewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herl>ert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  Johii 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebottom,  T.  H.  (Stalybridge 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Mas  well,  Sir  J.  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Ktrutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humriinr  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  E.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Vi»count 
Warde,  Lt-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Bhm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.C.  R  Stuart- 
Wylle,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Qnin,  Maj.  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  d'Arcy 
Yoong.Commander  (Berks,  E. ) 
Younger,  William 

Tellebs  for  the  Ayes— Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstnither. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (Gatesheail) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asber,  Alexander 


NOES. 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 


Billson,  Alfred 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Charles  (Glasgow 
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Camplwll-BaiuierDuui,  Sir  H. 
Cawlev,  Frederick 
Clougli,  Walter  Owen 
Colville,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crilly,  Daniel 

Cross,  Alexander  (Gla^ow) 

Cuntui,  Thomas  (Sligo,  8.) 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dillon,  John 

Donelau,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duckworth,  James 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamoi^an) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Flynn,  James  Christoplier 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gold,  Cliarles 

tiouTley,SirKdward  Teniperley 
Hajconrt,Kt.Hon.  Sir  William 

Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chaa.  Seale* 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfi-ed  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  Jaiues  Alfred 
Jones,  Win.  (Caman'onshire) 
Kearley,  Hudscb  E. 
Kilbride,  Draiis 
Lambert,  Geoi^ge 
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Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leene,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lenty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewiii,  John  Herhert 
Lloyd<Geoi;ge,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDoDnell,DrM.  A(Queen'sC 
M'Crae,  Geonje 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Kichard 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  CWliitechapel) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Morgan,  W,  Pritchard(MerthjT 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  £.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Nortmi,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
NuBsey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  Jae.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Pearson,  SirWeetnum  D. 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Josei^ 
Provand,  Andrew  DrybniKh 
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Kandell,  DaWd 
Reckitt,  Harold  Jamen 
Roberts,  J.  H.  (Denbighj*) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  TeeB> 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Cliai*.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (StaHord) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.)» 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfajshi»> 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 

Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  FranciH  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Weslmeath) 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glam.,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (MerthyT> 
Trevelyao,  Charles  Pbillipa 
Wallace,  Robert - 
Walt<ni,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Car\-ell(  Notts) 
Wih<on,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Yoxall,  James  Heniy 

Tellebs  fob  thk  Nobs — 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  Canston. 


Clause  3 : — 

Mr.  dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burgha) : 
The  Amendment  I  have  to  move  is  a  per- 
fectly innocent  one,  and  in  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances I  am  certain  it  would  have 
been  accepted  by  the  Government. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present ;  House 
counted,  and,  forty  Members  being  found 
present : 

Mr.  dalziel  :  I  was  saying  that  my 
Amendment  is  a  perfectly  innocent  one, 
and  under  ordinary  circumstances  I  should 
have  hoped  that  it  would  have  been 
accepted.  But  I  am  afraid  the  attitude 
of  the  Government  towards  all  Amend- 
ments, innocent  and  uninnocent,  gives 
me  Uttle  hope  that  I  shall  be  any  more 
Buccessfid  than  some  of  my  colleagues 
have  been  with  their  Amendments,  The 
object  of  my  Amendment  is  to  alter 
the  title  of  the  Bill  from  "Tithe  Ben^ 
charge  (Rates)  Act,  1899,"  to  "Tithe 
Kenvcharge  (Kates  lielief)  Act,  1899." 
That  is  an  Amendment  which  I  think  is 
obvious  on  the  face  of  it.  The  Solicitor- 
General  will  agree  that  the  title  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
convey  the  meaning  of  the  Act  and  give 
it  a  particular  icfentification  from  all 
other   Acts   dealing   with   the  same 


subject.  We  have  already  other  Acts 
dealing  with  tithe — I  do  not  know 
how  many — and  it  would  be  an 
advantage  if  anyone  wished  to  turn 
it  up  and  refer  to  it,  so  as  to  understand 
its  meaning,  if  the  word  I  have  suggested 
were  inserted.  I  think  that  the  clergy- 
men who  gain  by  this  Bill  will  not  deny- 
that  they  are  obtaining  relief,  and  the 
Government  will  not  deny  that  they  ar» 
giving  the  cleigy  relief.  I  am  rare  the 
Amendment  wm  not  do  the  Bill  any 
harm,  and  it  bettor  expresses  the  object  of 
the  Bill  than  the  present  title.  I  ho^ 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  the  Solicitor- 
General  will  accept  the  addition  of  the 
word  "Belief,"  and  make  it  unnecessaiy 
to  have  fiuther  discussion. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pa^  8.  line  1,  after  the  word  <IUt«/ 
to  insert  the  woid  'Relief.'"— (ifr.  DalaW.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  Belief '  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  know  how 
anxious  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  to  save  the 
time  of  the  Committee,  and  it  gives  me 
some  pleasure  in  these  circumstances  to 
say  at  once  that  I  am  not  able  to  accede 
to  his  request.  He  said  that  his  Amend- 
ment was  an  innocent  one,  but  innocenos 
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is  not  miite  enough  to  induce  its  accept- 
ance. It  is  necessary  that  there  should 
be  something  in  the  Amendment.  I  am 
quite  unable  to  see  why  the  title  of  the 
measure  should  be  amended  in  tfad  direc- 
tion desired.  It  is  not  usual  to  go  into 
detail  in  the  title  if  it  sufficiently  indi- 
cates the  general  subject  dealt  with.  That 
subject  is  sufficiently  indicated  in  the 
title,  "Tithe  Rent-charge  (Rates)  Act, 
1899,"  and  therefore  I  cannot  recommend 
the  acceptance  of  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  As  another 
Member  anxious  to  save  the  time  of  the 
Committee,  I  wish  to  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  friend.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Sotioitor-General  says  that  the 
mere  fact  of  innocence  is  not  enough  for 
the  acceptance  of  an  Amendment ;  but 
earlier  in  the  evening  the  only  argument 
he  advanced  for  the  retention  of  some 
words  in  the  Bill  was  that  they  would  do 
no  harm.  But  that  is  not  my  argument 
in  favour  of  the  Amendment.  I  think 
the  title  of  a  Bill  ought  to  indicate  clearly 
the  nature  of  the  Bill,  so  that  the  public 
should  know  what  really  its  object  is.  If 
anyone  looked  at  the  title  of  the  Bill  as 
it  stands,  he  would  think  that  it  had 
stnnething  to  do  with  rating.  It  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  rating.  I 
am  sure  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor- 
Greneral  will  admit  that.  It  does  not 
affect  rating ;  it  does  not  touch  assess- 
ment ;  and  there  is  nothing  about  valua- 
tion in  it.  If  the  recommendations  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Stroud  and  those  who 
co-operated  with  him  on  the  Royal  Com- 
mission had  been  adopted,  and  changes 
had  been  made  in  the  rating  of  the  clergy, 
I  quite  admit  that  this  might  have  been 
a  very  fair  description  of  %e  Bill.  But : 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  transaction  ? 
The  rating  of  the  clergy  is  not  touched  ; 
the  rates  of  the  clergy  are  not  touched ; 
everything  is  to  remain  exactly  as  it  is, 
and  only  a  certain  amount  of  relief  is  to 
be  given  to  the  clergy.  If  yon  want  a 
simple,  condensed  description  of  what  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  Bill  is,  it  is 
"Tithe Bent-charge  (Rates  Relief)  Bill" 
So  far  as  the  popular  mind  is  concerned 
it  is  really  a  ^1  granting  an  addition  to 
the  endowment  of  the  Church  of  England. 
A  better  description  would  have  been  "  a 
Bill  for  making  an  addition  to  the 
stipends  of  the  clergy,"  for  its  object 
is  really  a  vote  by  Parliament .  to  add 
£87,000  a  year  to  the  salaries  or  stipends 


1  of  the  clergy  of  the  Established  Church. 
I  think  the  Committee  ought  to  charac- 
terise Uiis  Bill  according  to  the  real 
nature  of  the  transaction  embodied  in  it. 
Why  should  the  Government  be  afraid  of: 
it  unless  they  are  ashamed  of  this  trans- 
action 1  Why  not  call  it  by  its  proper: 
name  ?  They  are  actually  afraid  to  put. 
in  a  condensed  form  the  character  of  the 
transaction. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  ^Leicester):  I 
join  in  the  appeal  to  the  Solicitor-GeneraL 
to  be  reasonable.    The  Government  hav& 
not  up  to  the  present  exercised  much  , 
reason  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  this  ■ 
Bill.  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  there  hav& 
been  Amendments  which  I  have  supported 
which  have  perhaps  been  not  quite  so  sen- 
sible as  this,    I  cannot  conceive  anything, 
more  just  than  to  ask  that  the  Bill  should 
be  described  in  language  in  harmony  with 
its  nature.    This  is  essentially  an  "Out- 
door Relief  Bill."   Had  I  been  consulted,. 
I  should  have  suggested  as  a  description,. 
"Tithe  Ren^charge  Out-door  Relief  Bill." 
Had  we  innocents,  who  are  not  favoured, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  law,  not  beea- 
joining  in  the  discussion  of  the  BiU,  we 
should  not  have  known  the  meaning  of 
it  from  its  title,  which  is  absolutely  mis-  - 
leading.    It  is  a  strong  thing  to  say  that 
the  Government  gave  it  this  title  in- 
order  to  mislead.     I  should  not  like 
to    be    so    offensive    as    to    suggest . 
that ;    but    many    people    would  say 
so,  and  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  they 
would  not  be  indulging  in  great  in- 
accuracy.   I  think  I  Imow  what  the 
Solicitor-General  is  after  ;  it  is  to  see  that 
nothing  is  done,  or  undone,  that  will  neces- 
sitate a  Report  stage.   I  really  think  w& 
ought  to  have  one  small  concession  in  the 
demands  of  reason,  truth,  and  justice 
before  we  part  with  this  Bill. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  I  think  this  is 
an  Amendment  which  the  hon.  Qentlemen 
opposite  might  very  well  accept.  It  is 
very  reasonable,  and  the  arguments  on 
which  my  hon.  friend  based  it  must  com- 
mend themselves  to  the  Committee.  I 
hope  my  hon.  friend,  unless  he  gets  a  far 
more  satisfactory  reply  than  he  nas  done,, 
will  press  the  Ameiuunent  to  a  Division. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  opposite 
has  frankly  acknowledged  that  we  on  this 
side  of  the  House  have  no  desire  to  pro- 
long proceedings,  and  for  my  part» 
although  the  closure  has  been  moved. 
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-against  me  more  than  once,  I  have  not 
put  a  single  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
that  has  not  been  in  order.  Well,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  said  it  was  not 
«nou^h  for  an  Amendment  to  be  childlike 
and  innocent.  I  do  not  know  what  he 
meant ;  but  I  remember  his  Leader 
(Coming  down  here  and  saying  that  on 
certain  matters  he  was  a  chil£  In  this 
matter  we  are  children,  and  I  do  not  think 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen  ought  to 
lake  any  exception  to  us  on  that  ground. 
The  title  of  the  Bill  as  proposed  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  is  distinctly 
misleading.  It  says,  "  This  Act  may  be 
cited  as  the  Tithe  Kent-charge  (Bates) 
Act,  1899."  After  the  discussions 
we  have  had,  who  can  say  in  truth  that 
that  is  an  accurate  description  of  the  j 
Bill  1  It  only  applies  to  one  section  of  \ 
tithe  rent-charge,  to  the  tithe  rent-charge  j 
attechod  to  a  Mnefice,  and  I  say  that  the  ^ 
title  is  a  distinct  misnomer.  i 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order  !  j 
That  is  not  the  point  before  the  Commit- 1 
tee.    The  point  is  the  word  "  relief."  j 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  :  It  is  not  a  relief 
to  the  lay  impropriator,  or  to  the  tithe 
rent-charge  belonging  to  colleges  and 
schools.  But  even  as  it  is,  the  word  "  re- 
lief "  will  make  the  title  more  appropriate 
to  the  character  of  the  Bill 

Mr.  NUSSEY  (Pontefract) :  I  really 
think  that  this  additional  word  "relief" 
does  describe  the  purpose  of  the  Bill  more 
-accurately  than  the  description  the 
Oovemment  have  adopted.  We  are  told 
the  true  principle  underlying  the  Bill  is 
the  principle  of  justice,  and  that  it  was 
introduced  in  onier  to  do  justice  to  the 
<dergy  who  have  paid  too  much  rates.  I 
■cannot  see  that  the  addition  of  this  word 
"  relief "  interferes  with  the  principle  of 
justice.  Then  we  are  told  that  the  Bill 
was  introduced  for  personal  services. 

*The  chairman  :  This  is  not  the 
opportunity  for  reviewing  all  the  Debates. 

Mr.  NUSSEY :  I  bow  to  your  ruling, 
Mr.  Lowther.    I  would  like  to  show  that 
this  word  "relief"  more  accurately  de- 
scribes the  character  of  the  Bill  than  the 
'^Government  in  its  infinite  wisdom  

*TheCHAIRMAN:  Thehon.  Member 
IB  now  repeating  argumants  which  have 
already  been  used. 

Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas. 


Mr.  NUSSEY :  I  will  not  go  beyond 
that.  The  actual  interpolation  of  the 
word  "  relief "  does  not  cast  any  slur 
whatever  on  the  clergy.  I  am  sure  my 
hon.  friend  would  not  have  moved  it  if  he 
thought  the  word  cast  any  slur  on  the 
clergy  at  all.  The  object  is  more 
accurately  to  conrey  to  the  electors  at 
laree  the  real  object  of  the  Bill,  and  as 
sucD  I  hope  the  Government  will  accept 
it. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  Whenever 
the  Government  do  not  like  the  real 
object  of  a  Bill  to  be  exposed  they 
always  adopt  a  misnomer  of  a  title. 
For  instance,  they  introduce  a  "  Rating 
Machinery  Bill,"  But  it  is  not  a  Bill  for 
rating  of  machinery,  but  for  the  exemp- 
tion of  machinery  from  rating.  I  do  not 
like  the  title  of  the  Bill,  or  even  the  title, 
"  The  Clergy  Relief  Bill."  To  paraphrase 
a  classical  quotation,  "  How  unhappy 
could  I  be  with  either."  But  by  any 
other  name  this  Bill  would  be  to  me 
equally  unsweet. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright 
side) :  I  have  no  legal  knowledge,  and 
therefore  it  is  almost  presumption  for  me 
to  follow  the  Solicitor-General,  but  I  do 
not  understand  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"  rates  "  as  introduced. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
That  is  not  the  Question,  The  Question 
is  that  the  words  "  rates  relief "  should 
be  inserted, 

Mr.  MADDISON :  I  think  the  word 
"  relief "  should  certainly  be  inserted,  be- 
cause unless  3'-ou  have  something  to 
indicate  the  character  of  the  Bill,  you  will 
have  a  peculiar  anomaly.  Take  the  City 
of  Sheffield.  The  title,  "Tithe  Rent 
Charge  (Rates)  Bill,"  would  be  entirely  mis- 
leading to  that  great  Yorkshire  city , because 
the  rates  there  do  not  apply  to  tithe  rent- 
charge  at  all.  There  is  not  in  that  city  a 
single  penny  of  tithe  rent-charge,  although 
of  course,  as  my  hon.  friend  reminds 
me,  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  will  have 
to  pay.  That  is  part  of  the  policy  of  the 
Bill  that  I  am  not  allowed  to  go  into,  and 
I  do  not  wish  to  appear  to  do  so.  My  only 
point  is  that  this  Bill  is  misleading,  be- 
cause it  gives  a  title  that  has  no 
application  to  certain  districts  of  the 
country.  Therefore,  if  the  word  relief,  or 
if  some  other  better  word  than  relief, 
could  be  inserted  in  the  title,  it  would 
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give  not  merely  an  innocent  appearance 
to  the  Bill,  but  an  accurate  description 
to  the  Bill  itself.  I  certainly  do  think, 
while  I  cannot  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester  that  this  is  the 
zno^  important  Amendment  moved,  that 
it  ISA  substantial  Amendment,  that  is  to 
say,  if  the  Government  desire  that  the 
<d^eription  of  the  Bill  shall  give  any 
indication  of  its  contents.  The  chances 
Are  that  the  Government,  wise  in  their 
A&y  and  generation,  do  not  want  this  to 
be  done,  but  still  I  think  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
■ought  really  to  favourably  consider  either 
the  actual  word  moved,  or  some  other 
similar  word  in  order  to  give  the  Bill  an 
Accurate  description. 


proposed  title  of  the  Bill  certainly  is  not 
applicable.  The  second  sub-section  of 
Clause  3  differs  from  all  theother  provisions 
of  the  Bill  in  this  respect,  that  other  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  relate  to  clergymen 
whose  incomes  are  dependent  upon  the 
receipt  of  tithe  rent-charge;  but  Sub- 
section 2  of  Clause  2  relates  to  quite 
another  


*The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  onier ! 
That  part  of  the  Bill  has  been  passed,  and 
the  hon.  Member  cannot  refer  back  to  it. 


Question  put. 


♦Mr.  CAEVELL  WILLIAMS  :  There  I  The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  105 ; 
is  one  provision  in  this  Bill  t4)  which  the  '  Noes,  175.    (Division  List,  No.  257.) 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
AraVuMse,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Austin,  Sir  J.  (Yorkshire) 
AuBtin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  Jolm  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (DerbyBbire) 
Biflson,  Alfred 
Bnmner,  Bir  John  Tomlinsun 
Barn»,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  C.  (Glatgow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Duniam) 
Gampbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Caoston,  Richard  Knight 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.(Caitim«js-sh) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Colvme,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Garran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Oavies,  M.  V.-  (Carmgan) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Caiitain  A. 
Doocan,  P.  C. 
DackworUi,  Jamen 
Dnnn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  S.  T.  ((flamorgan) 
Evernhed,  Sydney 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Olad^tone,  Rt.Hn.  Herb.  John 


AYES. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Hazell,  Walter 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Homiman,  Frederick-  John 
Humphrey»-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfre<l  E.  (Morley)l 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson-FergUiton,  Jabez  &1. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Laoglev,  Battv 
Lease,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accringtbn) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leiity,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Macalee.se,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.M.A.(Q'n'H  C. 
M'Crae,  (jeorge 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mendl,  Sigiamund  Ferdinand 
Montagu,  SirS.  (Wiitechapel) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (C'a*  m  irtnen 
Morgan,  W.  Pritcbard(  Merthyr 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  Wilfiam 
Nnssey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  James(Wicklow,W. 


O'Connor.  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Palmer,  George  Wni.{Readiiig 
Piekersgill,  tilward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybtugh 
Kandell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomat  (Hawick  B.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  All)ert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Cliarles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James*  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westineath) 
Thomas,  .Alfred (Glamorgan, E. 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  J.  LawMon  (Leeds,  S.) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
WUliamit,  John  Carvell(Nottfl. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Ayes  — 

Mr.  Dalziel  and  Mr.  Broad- 

huntt. 


NOES. 

Allfopp,  Hon.  George  •  Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.G.  W.  (Lee<ls) 

Archdale,  E.  Mervyn  j  Banbury,  Frederick  George 

Arnold,  Alfred  -  Bamee,  Frederic  Gorell 

Atkinflon,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Barry,  RtHnAHSmith-(Hanti4 

BalcarreM,  Lord  i  Bartley,  (ieorge  C.  T. 

BaHonr,Kt.Hn.A  J.(Manch'r)  i  B^ton.  Dunbar  Plnnket 


Bathurst,  Hon.  A.  B. 
B^g,  Ferdinand  Faitbfoll 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
mddulpuTMictiael 
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Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Artbar  Griffith- 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
BrookfieldfA.  Montagu 
Billiard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish, V.  C.W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Chakmer,  Captain  ft.  G.  W. 
Chaml}erlun3t.Hon.J.{BinQ. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8ten(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cliarrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clu«,  Octavios  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (^ymonth) 
Coddington,  Sir  Wilfiam 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Loais 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
ComwaUis,Fiennes  StanleyW. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  CoL  Edw.T.D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cross.  Herb.8hepherd  (Bolttm) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viecount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  SirHoratioD.(ChatIi'm 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poyntler,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Dmcker,  A. 

Doncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 

Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 

Fellowea,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 

Field,  Admiral  (Eaatboiime) 

Finch,  Georce  H. 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 

Fisher,  William  Hayes 

Flower,  Ernest 

Foster,  HaiTv  S.  (Suffolk) 

Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 

Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans 


{COMMONS} 

Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Godson.SirAugustus  Frederick 
Goldsworbby,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edirard 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goultling,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Hentr  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,WalfordD(Wedne8bnry 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hamilton,Rt.  Hon.  LordGeorge 
Hanbuiy,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-  Hodge,RobertTrotter 
Hill.Sir  EdwardStock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwicn) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howefl,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evel^'u 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.Hn.Sir  JohnH. 

Kenyon,  James 

Kimoer,  Henry 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymonr 

Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorka.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Lcmdonderry 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Dillwyn -(Swans. 
Lockwood,Lieut.  -CfolonelA.R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.Chas.W.  (Evesham) 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(  Liverpool 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maclver,  David  (liveipool) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Monk,  Cliarles  James 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 


{Raies)  BiU. 


780 


Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (BoU^ 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (GovcnCiT) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmgton,R.(Lanc8.,Newtoe> 
Plait- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  S&  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edm.) 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edwwd 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasofa,  Major  Frederic  C&me 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlepl) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomsoo 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Moiyneu 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrtrae) 
Rutherford,  John 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Sliarpe,  William  Edwanl  T. 
Sidebottom.T.  Ham^Stalybr. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Stanley,  Sir  Hy.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Sttuiley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedle;r 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Nainer 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Tboratrai,  Pracy  M- 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Ward,  Hon.  Robt.  A.  (Crewe) 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lt.  Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (KmLt 
WiUox,  Sir  John  Amhibakl 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehoa8e,Rt.Hn.E.a  (Batb 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wp-ill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander  (Berks,  E. 
Younger,  William 

Tellkrs  fob  ths  Noes— 
Sir  WilUam  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Question  put,  "That  Clause 
part  of  the  Bill." 


3  stand  |    The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  184 ; 
I  Noes,  118.  (Division  List  No.  258.) 


AUsopp,  Hon.  George 
Archoale,  Edward  Mer\'j'n 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt.Hon.  G.  W.(Leed8 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Fr«leric  Gorell 
Barry,  RtHn  AH.Smith-{Hunts 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathurst,  Hon.  A.  Benjamin 


AYES. 

Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henrj-  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Micliael 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henn' 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Grifnth- 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutt«s  W. 


Butcher,  John  Georee 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanoi.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.W.  (Derbysh. 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford.  East) 
Chaloner,  Capttun  R.  O.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.J.(Kna. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(Wore 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Le^^li 
Chu-ke,  Sir  Edward  (PlymU> 
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Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Dougtafl  Harr^ 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Loaia 
Collings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesite 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
<k>ok,  Kred.  Lu^  (Lambeth) 
<!^rnwa)lia,Fienne8  StanleyW. 
■Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 

Cross,  Herb-Shepherd  (Bolton) 

Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 

Cnrzon,  Viscount 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of 

Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 

Davie8,^ir  H.  D.  (Cliatham) 

Denny,  Colonel 

Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  J.  P. 

Disraeli,  Ccaunraby  Ralph 

DorinKton.  Sir  John  Edward 

Doug^,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akeis- 

DonKlas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 

Doxford,  William  Theodore 

Dniclcer,  A. 

Dunconibe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Elliot.  Hon.  A.  R^ph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowefi,  Hon.  Ailwrn  Edwd. 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbonine) 
Finch,  Oeonre  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fifiher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Harrv  S.  (Suffolk) 
<3ibbon8,  J.  Lloyd 
«ibbft,Hon.Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Godson,SirAueu8tU8Frederick 
Ooltisworthy,  Major-General 
Oordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
O^^st,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Conlding,  Edward  Alfred 
<Jraham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  {west  Ham) 
<;reen,WalfordD(Wednesbnry 
Gretton,  Jolm 
OuU,  Sir  Cameron 
Hamilton,  Rt.Hn.Lord  GecR^ 
Hanbury,  Rt  Hn.  RobertWm. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
AuBtin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derl^hire 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Broadhnist,  Henry 
Bmnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinstm 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybom 
Bums,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
'  Cameron,Sir  Charles(Gla^ow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
'  Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Clark,  Dr.  G.B.(Caithnees-8h.) 
Cloogh,  Walter  Owen 
Colvflle,  Jokn 


{13  July  1899} 

Hanson,  Sir  R^inald 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon- Hodge,  KobertTrotter 
Hill,Sir  Edward  SU>ck(Bri8tol) 
Hoare,Ed  wBrodie(  Hampetead 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobbonse,  Henry  j 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Heniy 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.W".Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  Jolm  Jones 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kimoer,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londonderry) 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.-  (Swansea) 
Lockwood,  Lient.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yude  Bnlwr 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Lucaa-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.G.  Ellison 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Milton,  Viscount 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  K.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Montz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Mnrray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 

NOES. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crilly,  Daniel 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,M.  Vaughan-i  Cardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Eversbed,  Sydney 
Fenwick,  Cliarlea 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 
Gonrley,  Sir  E.  Temperley 
Haldane,  ^hard  Burdon 
Harcoort,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W. 
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Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
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Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Kichardson,Sir  T.  (Hartlepool) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  T. 
Robert*wn,  H.  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutiierford,  John 
Sannderson.  Rt  Hn.  Col.  E.  J. 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Sharpe,  W.  E.  T. 

Sidebottom,  T.  H.  (Stalybr.) 

Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 

Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 

Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 

Stock,  James  Henry 

Strauss,  Arthur 

Stmtt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 

Sturt,  Hon.  H.  Napier 

Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 

Thorbum,  Walter 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 

Tomlinson,  W.  E.  Murray 

Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 

Valentia,  Viscount 

Ward,  Hon.  R.  A.  (Crewe) 

Warde,  Lt-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 

Welby,  Lt-Col.  A.  C.  E. 

Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 

WUlox,  Sir  J.  Archibald 

Wodehouse,  RtHn.E.R.(Bath 

Wylie,  Alexander 

Wyndham,  George 

Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Young,  Commander  (Berks,E. ) 

Younger,  William 
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Sir  William  Wi^nmd  and 
Mr.  Anstmther. 


Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Seale- 
Haaell,  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Artlinr  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Moriey) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson- Ferguson,  Jabez  E. 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh.) 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Labouchere,  Henry 
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Langley,  Batty 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Acerington) 
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Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
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Macaleese,  Daniel 
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M'Crae,  George 
M'Demiott,  Fatrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Keima,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddifion,  Fred 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mendl,  Sicfe'Uiund  Ferdinand 
Montagu.^ir  S.  (Whitechapel) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmartiien 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (MerthjT) 
Motley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.  lDevoni>ort) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Niissey,  Thomas  Willans 
0'Connor,Jame8  (Wicklow.W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 

Clause  4 


O'Malley,  WilHam 
Palmer  .SirCharlesM.  {Durham 
Palmer,  GeorgeWm.  (Reading] 
Pickerscill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Randell,  Da\-id 
Reckitt,  Harold  Jame» 
Rickett,  J.  Conipton 
Roherts,  John  H.  (Denbiglish.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Chas.  PreHtwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
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Steadman,  William  diaries 
Stevenson,  Francis  S- 
Sullivan,  Donal  (W'eiiatmeath) 
Thoma-s  Alf  red(  GIam«rvaii,E. ) 
Thomas,David  Alf  red(  Merthyr 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,JohnLawson  (LeedsS. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Car\-ell  (Notbt. 
W^ilfion,  John  (Durham,  Mid.} 
Wileon,  John  (Falkick) 
Yoxall,  James  Henij' 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  Caiuton. 


Mr.  LEWIS:  On  a  point  of  order  I 
wish  to  ask  whether,  if  I  move  the 
Amendment  which  stands  in  my  name,  it 
will  have  the  effect  of  cutting  out  the 
Amendment  which  stands  in  the  name  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr,  which 
comes  next,  or  whether  the  hon.  Member's 
Amendment  will  be  saved  when  you  put 
the  Question  ? 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  will  put  the 
Amendment  in  such  a  way  as  to  safe- 
guard the  hon.  Member's  Amendment. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  :  Then  I  beg 
to  move  the  Amendment  which  stands  in 
my  name.  The  effect  of  the  Amendment 
will  be  practically  to  postpone  the  coming 
into  effect  of  the  Bill  until  the  Royal 
Commission  has  reported,  and  until  the 
Agricultural  Kates  Act  has  ceased  to 
exist.  The  whole  subject  of  local 
rating  will  then  have  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  a  decision  applicable  to  the 
whole  subject  can  be  taken.  If  this  Act 
is  postponed  in  its  operation  imtil  the 
AgricuftiU'al  Rates  Act  has  expired  the 
country  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
thoroughly  considering  it.  If  it  is  a  just 
measure  it  will,  of  course,  remain,  with  the 
assent  of  the  country,  upon  the  Statute 
Book;  if  it  isan  unjust  measure,  the  country 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  considering  the 
question  of  the  incidence  of  local  taxation 
as  a  whole.  I  think  that  everyone  admits 
that  a  radical  reform  of  local  taxation  is 
necessary,  and  that  that  question  ought  to  | 
be  considered  and  dealt  with  as  a  whole,  j 
But  the  object  of  my  Amend- 1 
ment  is  to  enable  the  question  to  I 
be  considered  as  a  whole.  The  grievance  ; 
— or  the  alleged  grievance — which  this  i 


Bill  has  been  introduced  to  remedy  has 
existed  for  at  least  300  years,  and  we  are 
asked  to  consider  and  satisfactorily  settle 
the  whole  question  in  three  weeks.  AH 
I  ask  in  my  Amendment  is  that  the 
matter  shall  stand  over  for  two  years,  so 
that  after  300  years  the  country  may 
have  the  opportunity  of  considering 
whether  it  is  right  to  make  the  change  or 
not.  What  is  the  use  of  bringing  in  a 
Bill  of  this  sort,  the  effect  of  whicD  will 
only  be  to  last  two  years  t  It  leaves  the 
clergy  themselves  in  a  state  of  uncer- 
tainty. A  man  receives  an  addition  to 
his  income,  and  he  puts  up  hia-  expendi- 
ture accordingly.  At  the  end  of  two 
years  it  is  possible  that  his  income  may 
have  to  come  down  again.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  is  surely 
very  unwise  for  the  House,  follow- 
ing the  lead  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stroud,  to  plunge  into  these 
interim  Reports  and  dangerous  experi- 
ments without  having  any  clear  or 
adequate  notion  whether  the  country  in 
two  years'  time  will  sanction  the  Bill  and 
make  it  a  permanent  measure  or  not.  If 

1'ustice — and  this  is  supposed  to  be  the 
:eynote  of  this  Bill — if  justice  is  to  be 
enacted  at  all,  then  let  it  be  enacted  for 
all  time  and  after  full  consideration,  ajid 
not  after  two  or  three  weeks'  discussion. 
I  think  I  have  said  enough — I  do  not 
want  to  detain  the  Committee  at  this 
hour  of  the  evening— I  think  I  have  said 
enough  to  show  that  my  Amendment  is 
one  of  a  reasonable  chiu^ccr.  I  knov 
that  the  Groveniment  have  made  up 
their  minds  to  reject  every  Amend- 
ment that  may  be  moved,  however 
reasonable.  I  do  not  think  that  they  wiU 
improve  the  respect  which  the  eounti7— 
or  some  small  section  of  the  country  — 
may  entertain  for  this  Bill  by  the  action. 
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that  they  are  taking.  What  are  we  here 
for  t  Are  we  here  to  discuss  Amendments 
or  not  t  Why  did  not  the  Minister  for 
Agriculture  or  the  Leader  of  the  House 
tell  U8 :  "  You  may  discuss  this  Bill  if 
you  like  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight  or  a 
month  " 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
That  is  not  relevant  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  lewis  :  I  was  only  proceeding  to 
say  with  regard  to  this  particular  Amend- 
ment that  1  had  not  luiy  very  great  hope 
that  it  would  be  accepted.  Still,  at  the 
same  time  I  commend  it  to  the  attention 
of  the  Government  and  of  the  Committee, 
in  the  hope  that  at  the  eleventh  hour  it 
may  be  accepted. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  3,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  '  sbiul,'  to  the  vord '  said,'  in  line  9,  and 
insert  the  words,  'not  come  into  operation 
until  the  expiration  of  the.' " — {Mr.  Herbert 
Leuria.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  of 
the  clause  to  *  any,'  in  line  4,  stand  part 
of  the  clauBe." 

Mb.  D.  a.  THOMAS  :  Upon  a  point 
of  order,  I  would  suggest  to  you>  Sir,  that 
in  putting  this  Amendment  you  should 
save  not  only  one  which  I  have  upon  the 
Paper,  but  one  which  I  have  handed  in  in 
manuscript,  the  object  of  which  is  to  pre- 
vent the  Government  from  passing  this 
Bill  within  a  stated  period. 

♦The  chairman  :  Thehon.  Member's 
Amendment  does  not  come  in  until 
Kne  7. 

Mr.  long  :  The  Amendment  proposed 
by  the  hon.  GeTitleman  is  no  doubt  a 
reasonable  one  from  his  point  of  view. 
We  were  foolish  enough  to  believe  that  by 
following  the  precedent  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Bating  Act  of  1896,  we  should  have 
received  the  approbation  of  the  hon. 
IMember  opposite  and  his  support  in 
favour  of  restricted  legislation.  He 
does  not  appear  however,  to  agree 
to  the  principle  of  limiting  the  Act  to 
two  years.  The  eflfect  of  the  Amendment 
would  be  that  at  the  end  of  two  years  the 
Bill  would  become  permanent  in  its 
operation.  This  proposal  appears  to  be 
canying  the  Bill  further  than  we  desire. 


The  Bill  has  been  introduced  as  a  tem- 
porary measure  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Royal  Commissioners,  and  we  propose,, 
pending  a  final  settlement  of  the  whole 
question  of  local  taxation,  that  a  hardship 
which  presses  with  particular  severity 
on  one  class  of  the  community  should  be 
dealt  with  in  a  temporary  but  effective 
measure,  and  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
reject  this  very  insidious  proposal.  I  sug- 
gest to  hon.  Members,  in  the  interest  of 
the  Committee  as  a  whole^  that  the  dis- 
cussion should  be  mainly  Erected  to  the 
important  and  substantial  Amendments 
on  the  Paper,  rather  than  to  those  which  • 
raise  minor  questions  of  interest. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  :  WiU  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  accept  any  ? 

Mr.  LONG  :  My  suggestion  was  chiefly 
made  in  the  interest  of  hon.  Members 
opposite,  and  on  the  presumption  that 
they  had  a  real  interest  in  the  Amend- 
ments appearing  in  their  names  on  the 
Paper.  If  they  have  no  real  interest  in 
them,  but  merely  move  them  to  occupy 
the  time -of  the  Committee,  then  obWously 
the  closure  will  meet  our  purpose.  I  ask 
i  the  Committee  to  decide  against  this 
Amendment. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  made  an  appeal  to  us 
that  we  shall  proceed  to  discuss  the 
Amendments  which  appear  on  the  Paper,  . 
and  no  do«bt  we  shall  do  so.  We  have 
plenty  of  time  to  do  that  before  the  end 
of  the  session ;  it  can  be  done  on  Mon- 
day. The  clergy  are  not  in  such  a  hurr^ 
to  get  ther  money  as  all  that,  and  even  if 
they  were,  there  is  no  rate  until  Septem- 
ber, so  there  is  no  need  for  us  to  hurry. 
The  right,  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  be 
very  much  afraid  that,  if  he  accepts  my 
hon.  friend's  Amendment,  after  two  years' 
consideration,  Parliament  would  not  put 
this  Bill  into  operation.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says,  "  Wh^  not  do  as  you 
did  in  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act  T  You 
then  appealed  to  us  to  make  it  only  for 
five  years,  and  then  a  Royal  Commission 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
matter  of  taxation,"  That  was  the  mis- 
take which  we  made  in  dealing  with  the 
Agricultural  Rating  Act — first  of  all  in 
voting  the  money  allocated  by  it  on  the 
expectation  that  the  Royal  Commission 
would  consider  the  question  relegated  to 
it.    But  the  Commission  has  not  done 
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-ao.  And  what  we  now  say  in  respect  of 
■this  Bill  is,  "  You  shall  have  the  money 
.^ter  you  have  considered  the  question, 
but  not  before.  We  shall  not  give  you 
4he  money  for  two  years." 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  understood 
:the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  make  a 
■declaration  which  I  am  sorry  he  did  not 
'Consider  earlier,  and  I  should  like  to  ask 
him,  and  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
would  like  to  know,  the  precise  meaning 
•of  his  declaration  that  these  Amendments 
■should  be  discussed  shortly,  in  order  that 
we  might  consider  the  more  important 
Amendments.  That  declaration  is  ex- 
tremely reasonable,  and  we  only  now 
■desire  to  know  which  of  what  he  eon- 
eiders  the  more  important  Amendments 
lie  is  prepared  to  accept. 

Mr.  long  :  I  am  afraid  the  hon. 
'Gentleman  entirely  misunderstood  me. 
I  made  the  suggestion  in  the  interests 
■of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  I 
thought  they  would  discriminate  between 
them.  If  wey  are  all  important,  our 
position  becomes  much  easier. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  means  that  if  we  concen- 
trate our  attention  on  certain  interesting 
and  important  Amendments  we  would 
have  some  chance  of  getting  even  two  or 
three  Amendments  accepted,  there  may 
"be  some  reason  for  listening  to  the  sug- 
gestion ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  when 
those  Amendments  have  had  the  attention 
of  the  Committee,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  going  to  meet  them  with  the  same 
non  possumus,  we  should  only  be  wasting 
his  time  and  our  own, 

*Thk  CHAIRMAN:  I  would  respect- 
fully invite  the  Committee  to  return  to 
■the  consideration  of  the  Amendment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  having  made  a  proposal,  I  think 
the  Committee  ought  to  be  allowed 
really  to  understand  the  nature  of  the 
offer  that  has  been  made.  What  I  under- 
stood the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
was,  that  there  are  a  certain  number  of 
Amendments,  some  of  which  are  more 
important  than  others,  and  that  if  we 
economised  the  time  on  the  less  important, 
■and  devoted  it  to  the  more  important 
Amendments,  that  would  be  far  the  better 

Mr.  IMtydrQeorgt. 


course.  The  Committee  would  be  glad 
to  know  what  amount  of  time  they  will 
be  allowed  to  apportion  between  the 
various  Amendments. 

Mr.  Long  rose. 

*The  CHAIRMAN,  speaking  amid 
cries  of  "Lona"  again  said:  I  would 
again  respectfxiliy  invite  the  Committee 
to  consioer  the  Amendment  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  Before  you 
put  the  Question,  Sir,  I  must  agiun  appeal 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  what 
he  meant. 

*ThB  chairman  :  That  is  not  re- 
levant to  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee. I  have  permitted  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man thp  Member  for  the  Scotland 
Division  of  Liverpool  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  member  for  West  Mon- 
mouth to  make  statements  because  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  made  a  statement,  but  I  think  the 
Committee  ought  to  return  again  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  I  propose  to  return 
to  the  Amendment    1  do  not  think  the 

case  put  forward  for  the  Amendment  has 
been  answered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. The  question  I  was  going  to  put 
is  this :  If  an  injustice  exists  now  and 
has  existed  for  some  time,  and  if  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Bill  to  remedy  that 
injustice,  why  is  the  Government  only 

foing  to  remedy  it  for  two  years  ?  Why 
oes  not  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  take 
the  responsibility  of  making  this  a 
permanent  measure?  It  seems  to  me 
here  is  a  case  for  the  contention  of  my 
hon.  friend.  We  are  to  have  a  Report 
of  the  Commission,  but  no  one  can  tell 
when.  I  always  notice  that,  when  once 
a  Commission  is  appointed,  if  the  secretary 
draws  a  good  salary,  it  takes  a  very  long 
time  to  report.  Let  us  wait  for  the  Re- 
port of  this  Commission,  and  when  we 
nave  the  full  facts  we  shall  know  how  to 
deal  with  them. 

Mr.  MADDISON:  I  support  the 
Amendment  because  it  delay?  tne  passing 
of  this  measure  until  the  Royal  Conunis- 
sion  reports,  and  the  Agricultural  Rating 
Act  comes  to  an  end.  Although  the  Bill 
has  only  been  under  discussion  for  two  or 
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three  days  there  are  already  that  it 
is  viewed  with  great  dissatisfaction  in  the 
country.  The  County  Council  of  the 
West  Hiding,  containing  a  majority  I  be- 
lieve of  gentlemen  who  hold  %new8  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  hou.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, have  taken  very  strong  exception  to 
one  of  the  most  important  provisions  in 
the  Bill,  and  the  City  Council  of  Sheffield, 
where  parties  are  evenly  balanced,  passed 
a  resolution  with  only  three  or  four  dis- 
sentients condeihning  the  Bill.  I  con- 
sider the  Amendment  is  a  reasonable  one, 
and  I  think  it  is  unreasonable  on  the  part 
of  tiie  GoTernmeut  to  oppose  all  these 
Amendments  as  they  have  done,  and  I 
think  they  are  doing  themselves  a  great 
injustice  in  attempting  to  rush  this  Bill. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  I  shoukl  tike  to 
know  whether  this  Bill  is  on  aU  fours 
with  the  Agricultural  Bating  Bill  of  1896. 
"Will  it  apply  to  the  new  works  of  the 
pirish  councils,  which  the  Agricultural 
Itating  Act  did  not  ? 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  It  will  apply  to 
all  rates  without  exception. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
This  Bill  has  been  sprung  upon  us,  and 
neither  we  nor  the  country  have  had  suffi- 
cient time  to  consider  its  effect.  My  hon. 
friend's  proposition  is  that  it  should  not 
become  operative  for  two  years,  and  that 
after  that  time  it  should  become  perma- 
nent. If  I  were  perfectly  certain  we 
should  win  the  next  General  Election — I 
think  we  shall,  but  we  can  never  be  abso- 
lutely certain  on  these  matters — I  should 
support  that,  but  if  we  lose  the  General 
Election  we  shall  have  this  Bill  for  another 
ax  years,  and  the  question  is  whether  we 
had  not  better  lose  the  money  for  two 
years  and  then  let  the  Act  lapse,  or 
whether  we  should  pay  the  money  per- 
manently. 

♦Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
(Wiltshire,  Cricklade) :  Before  the  Ques- 
tion is  put  I  wish  to  ask,  seeing  that  the 
Agricultural  Rating  Act,  1896,  intention- 
ally or  not,  does  not  apply  to  the  parish 
council  rate  in  regard  to  the  repayment 
from  the  Local  Taxation  Fund,  though 
it  applies  to  other  rates,  whether  it  is 
intended  that  this  Act  should  have 
attadied  to  it  the  same  exclusion  or 
exemption. 

Sir  R.  R  FINLAY:  The  answer  to 
that  really  turns  upon  the  question  of  who 
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I  are  the  spending  authorities.    The  spend- 
ing authorities  are  mentioned  in  the 
I  Agricultural  Rating  Act,  1896.   We  have 
I  no  such  definition   here,  because  the 
I  scheme  of  the  Bill  in  that  respect  is 
■  different  from  the  Act  of  1896.    There  is 
'  no  fixed  sum  paid  yearly  during  the  con- 
I  tinuance  of  the  Act  for  authorities  defined 
'  as  spending  authorities,  but  the  condition 
is  that  half  of  all  rates,  with  the  excep- 
,  tions  specified  in  the  clause  under  con- 
'  sideration,  should  be  borne  by  the  incum- 
'  bent,  and  the  other  half  paid  in  the  manner 
prescribed. 

♦Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
But  the  incumbent  in  this  case  will  obtain 
the  benefit  of  a  reduction  of  half  the 
parish  council  rate-? 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  Certainly. 

Mr.  LOGAN  (Leicestershire,  Har- 
borou^h) :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  said  that 
those  of  us  who  voted  for  this 
Amendment  would  be  voting  for  making 
the  Bill  a  dummy  Bill.  I  do  not 
understand  that  to  be  the  object  of  my 
hon.  friend.  His  object  is  that  during  the 
next  two  years  the  country  shall  have  an 
opportunity  of  realising  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill  as  they  seem  to  have  been 
realised  in  certain  parts  of  the  country. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  I  believe 
that  no  Government  will  have  the  nerve 
to  brin^  in  a  similar  Bill.  By  that  time 
the  nation  will  have  realised  that  this  is  a 
Bill  to  relieve  parsons  from  rates  which 
they  do  not  pay.  There  is  no  man  who 
will  under  wiis  Bill  have  half  his  rates 
paid  for  him  in  the  future,  but  was 
allowed  when  his  stipend  was  settled  the 
full  value  of  the  rates  which  he  would 
have  to  pay.  Therefore  I  am  absolutely 
accurate  when  I  say  that  this  is  a  Bill  to 
relieve  parsons  of  rates  which  they  have 
not  got  to  pay.  On  that  ground  I  shall 
have  the  very  greatest  pleasure  indeed  in 
supporting  mj  Don.  friend  in  the  Division 
Lobby  in  endeavouring  to  give  the  country 
an  opportunity  of  ruilisinp  what  is  the 
object  of  the  Government  in  bringing  in 
this  iniquitous  measure. 

Mr.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Prest- 
wich) :  This  Amendment  will  give  the 
country  an  opportunity  of  considraing  the 
meas 
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♦The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  anticipating  his  Third  Reading  speech. 

Mr.  CAWLEY  :  I  will  not  pursue  that 
point.  But  this  Amendment  will  give  the 
country  a  great  chance  of  really  consider- 
ing the  question  thoroughly.  When  this 
measure  was  sprung  upon  the  House  very 
few  Members  on  either  siide  really  under- 
stood the  question.  We  on  this  side  of 
the  House  have  had  a  chance  of  being 
educated  by  our  colleagues.  Members  on 
the  other  side  have  had  the  same  chance 
of  being  educated — whether  or  not  they 
have  taken  advantage  of  it  I  do  not 
Jcnow.  What  I  wouM  point  out  is  that 
the  country  is  being  educat^l  by  the 
Debates  in  this  House,  and  if  they  have 
a  chance  of  two  years'  education  they 
may  come  to  a  different  conclusion  than 
the  majority  in  the  House  anticipate. 
Therefore,  I  say  that  the  majority  in  this 
House  do  not  represent  the  majority  in 
the  country. 


*Mr.CARVELL  WU.LIAMS :  I  shouM 
like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  chai^ 
of  the  Bill  to  tell  us  on  what  ground  the 
operation  of  this  measure  is  to  be  limited 
to  the  continuance  of  the  Agricultural 
Rating  Act  of  1896.  That  is  a  piece  of 
information  which  has  not  been  given 
throughout  the  discussion.  The  Agricul- 
tural Rating  Act  was,  beyond  all  qiieeticHD, 
due  to  agricultural  depression,  but  we 
have  been  told  again  and  again  that  this 
Bill  has  no  connection  whatever  with 
agricultural  depression.  That  being  the 
case,  why  should  this  limitation  be  im- 
posed ?  It  is  utterly  inconsistent  with 
all  the  arguments  which  have  I)een  used 
in  support  of  the  Bill.  In  truth,  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Government  has 
been  a  mass  of  inconsistencies  from 
beginning  to  end. 

Question  .put. 
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Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  PbiiUp  J. 
Hteadman,  William  Charles 
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Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Snllivan,  DonaJ  (M'estnieath) 
ThomaB,Alfred{GlanioT:gan,E.  > 
Thomas,  Da^-id  A.  (Merthyr) 
Walton,  J.  Lawaon  {Leeds,  S.) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitely,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Car\-ell  (Notts. 
Wilson,  Henr>- J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Dnrliam,  BGd.> 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govao) 
Woodhouse,  Sir  J.T.(HiutdetB. 
Woods,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Heniy 

Tellbbs  foe  the  Nobs— 

Mr.  Herbert  Le«-ia  and  Mt. 
Lambert. 


Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS:  I  move  this 
Amendment  with  a  degree  of  diffidence, 
because  of  what  has  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and 
because,  in  his  august  presence,  I  am  not 
sure  that  any  Amendment  of  mine  will 
be  regarded  as  important.    Earlier  in  the 
evening  he  asked  me  whether  I  was 
serious.    In  moving  this  Amendment  I 
assure  him  and  the  Committee  that  I  am 
as  serious  and  sincere  and  conscientious 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  could 
possibly  1)0  in  promoting  the  Bill.    I  am 
not  going  to  say  anything  about  his  im- 
partiality, because  I  am  sure  the  Chairman 
would  rule  me  out  of  order.    I  wish  to 
thank  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  the 
Solicitor-General  for  acknowledging  that 
he  recognised    that  the  Amendments 
moved  from  this  side  of  the  House  were 
not  moved  with  any  intention  of  pro- 
longing the  proceedings  on  this  Bill. 
(Laughter.)    Hon.  Members  may  laugh, 
but  the  Solicitor-General  said  that,  and, 
as  far  as  I  could  see,  with  all  seriousness. 
To  come  to  this  Amendment,  I  moved  a 
similar  one  upon  the  Agricultural  Rating 
Bill  of  1896,  It  was  then  supported  with 
almost  unanimity  on  this  side,  and  re- 
ceived some  support  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  while  m  the  coimtry  it  received 
a  still  larger  measure  of  support.  That 
being  so,  I  venture  to  think  that  an 
Amendment   exempting   the  poor-rate 
should  receive  infinitely  more  support  in 
relation  to  this    particular  BUI  than 
in  the  case  of  the  Agricultural  Bating 
Act.     Thei'e  can  be  no  question  at 
all  that,  at  any  rate  up  to  the  days 
of  Elizabeth — in  fact,  I  challenge  hon. 
Members  todeny  that  in  the  first  instance — 


the  relief  of  the  poor  came  out  of  Uie 
tithe.  It  was  not  a  question  of  paying  a. 
small  rate  for  that  purpose,  but  at  the 

very  least  one-third  of  the  tithe  went  to 
the  rehef  of  the  poor.  If  that  was  the 
case  at  the  origin  of  the  tithe  and  for 
many  centuries  after,  I  say  that  even  now 
the  question  of  the  rate  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  ought  to  be  exempted  from  a 
measure  which  proposes  to  relieve  parsons 
from  half  the  rates  which  they  now  pay. 
The  grounds  for  my  motion  are  very  sub- 
stantial, and  with  all  seriousness  I  venture 
to  commend  it  to  the  Committee. 

Amendment  proposed — 

" Ib  page 2,  line  4,  after  the  word  'except' 
to  insert  the  words  *  any  rate  levied  in  reUef 
of  the  poor  or.'  "—{Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 

be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  long  :  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed 
to  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  when  I 
referred  to  the  seriousness  of  his  previoos 
Amendment  I  did  not  mean  to  throw  the 
slightest  doubt  upon  the  sincerity  of  his 
motives.  The  present  Amendment,  I 
frankly  admit,  is  a  very  substantial  one 
— substantial  because,  if  carried,  it 
would  destroy  at  least  one-half  of  the 
effect  of  the  Bill.  It  has  been 
advanced  and  recommended  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  a  manner  totally  different  from 
that  which  I  had  anticipated,  and  there- 
fore the  remarks  I  had  prepared  in 
answer  to  it  are  scarcely  apphcable.  Tho 
hon.  Gentleman  has  frankly  told  us  that 
he  casta  ande  altogether  the  historical 
arguments  to  which  hon.  Qentlemen  on 
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the  other  side  have  attached  so  much 
importance  during  previous  discussions. 
He  remarked  upon  the  importance  of  the 
•circumstances  up  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  but 
what  importance  he  attaches  to  the  period 
since  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  I  do  not 
know.  At  any  rate,  he  abrogates  the 
whole  historical  argument. 

Mb.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  Oh,  no ! 

Mr.  LONG:  I  admit  that  this  is  a 
substantial  ar^ment — that  is  to  say,  it 
raises  a  question  which  goes  to  the  very 
foundation  of  the  whole  problem  of  the 
readjustment  of  local  taxation.  I  am 
not  casting  any  doubts  upon  the  bona  fdes 
of  the  hon.  Member  or  the  sincerity  of 
his  motives  in  bringing  forward  Amend- 
ments, but  this  is  an  Amendment 
practically  to  the  Second  Reading, 
because  it  raises  the  whole  question  of  the 
historical  liability  of  certain  classes  of 
property  to  rates.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  case  for  the  historical  argument 
which  has  been  urged  with  so  much  force 
by  gentlemen  opposite,  Parliament  has  to 
reaEse  that  there  has  been  a  complete 
change  in  the  capadty  of  different  classes 
of  property  to  bear  the  burden  of  local 
rates,  and  that,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  case  in  the  days  when  these  burdens 
were  created,  at  the  present  time  the 
burden  is  unjustly  distributed  and  the 
inequality  ought  to  be  redressed.  To  ex- 
clude from  a  measure  of  reform  such  as 
this  the  poor  rate — which  is  probably  at 
least  half,  and  in  some  cases  more  than 
half — would  be  to  make  a  farce  of  any 
reform  of  local  taxation.  Therefore,  I 
think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  it  is 
unnecessary  and  undesirable  that  we 
«hould  go  at  this  period  of  the  Debate,  on 
An  Amendment  in  Committee,  into  the 
whole  question,  historical  or  otherwise, 
And  I  am  justified,  I  think,  in  asking  the 
Committee  to  reject  this  Amendment  on 
the  ground  that  in  the  first  place,  we 
have  proved  that  the  incidence  of  local 
taxation  is  unjust  and  unfair ;  and  in  the 
second  place  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
meet  the  argument  that  if  this  Amend- 
ment were  carried  it  would  reduce  the 
relief  in  a  degree  for  which  there  is  no 
justification  whatever.  I  therefore  ask 
the  Committee  to  resist  this  Amendment, 
and  I  hope  they  will  do  so,  because  we 
have  so  far  established  the  case  for  those 
whom  ve  seek  to  relieve. 


Mr.  SAMU£L  EVANS :  I  am  sure  the 
House  will  be  very  sorry  that,  by  reason 
of  the  capital  speech  made  by  my  hon. 
friend  who  moved  this  Amendment,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  been  able 
to  put  before  the  House  the  observations 
which  he  had  prepared  in  answer  to  this 
proposal.  I  suppose  that  is  the  reason 
why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not, 
so  far  as  I  could  gather,  adduce  one 
single  argument  why  this  poor  rate  should 
be  excused  to  one  class  of  persons.  He 
said  my  hon.  friend  has  turned  his  back 
upon  all  ancient  authorities ;  but  he  had 
done  nothing  (rf  the  kind,  for  he  had  not 
had  time  to  get  them  out  Here  is  a  book 
from  which  1  should  like  to  quote  one 
passage.  It  is  a  book  written  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Memljer  for  Stroud,  and 
in  it  he  invites  us  to  go  back  to  ancient 
history,  and  this  is  what  the  hon,  and 
learned  Member  says : 

"  During  the  first  agea  of  Christianity 

— and  I  hope  that  goes  back  ~  far  enough 
to  please  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — 

"Clergymen  were  supported  by  tlie  volon- 
tary  offenngs  of  their  flock.** 

It  is  a  pity  that  that  is  not  so  now. 
Continuing  the  quotation,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  says : 

"  But  this  being  a  precarionn  exi-'tence,  the 
ecclesiastics  in  every  country  in  Europe 
claimed,  and,  what  is  more  imiiortant,  in  the 
course  of  time  entablished,  a  ri-'ht  tothetoith 
part  of  the  produce  of  the  land. ' 

That  is  the  origin  of  tithe  in  the  early 
ages  of  Christianity.  Then  we  have  got 
this  Report  which  is  the  foundation  tor 
this  Bill,  and  it  deals  with  the  subject 
in  extenso.  In  that  Report  the  Commis- 
sioners go  back  further  than  the  first 
ages  of  Christianity,  for  they  go  back  to 
Leviticus.  I  ventiu*  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  Clause  4  of  the 
Report,  which  states  that  tithes  were 
devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  the  church 
fabric,  the  use  of  the  bishop  and  in- 
cumbent, and  also ; 

"  To  some  extent,  to  the  feetling  of  tlie  poor 
and  the  entertainment  of  the  stranger," 

Apparently  that  "some  extent"  has 
vanished  entirely  now ;  and  yet  this  is 
the  rate  which  you  are  proposing  to  take, 
to  the  extent  of  one-hau  of  it,  from  the 
shoulders  of  those  whose  only  excuse — if 
excuse  they  have — for  taking  the  tithes 
at  all  is,  tliat  oat  of  this  rate  they  were,  to 
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the  extent  of  one-third,  willing  to  main- 
tain the  poor.  I  am  inclined  to  cite  one 
more  auWiority,  more  particularly  as  I  now 
aee  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in 
his  place.  Hitherto,  I  think  the  only 
part  which  the  right  hon.  jGentleman  has 
taken  in  these  discussions  is  the  part  of 
walking  through  the  Lobby.  Perhaps 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
some  CQgent  observations  made  hv  him 
with  respect  to  the  poor  rates.  This  is 
what,  he  said : 

"I  rejoice  to  say  that  it  seems  that  the 
turning  -  point  hR>*  arrived,  and  noless  the 
House  should  take  the  dangerous  step  of 
^uppleiueuting  the  poor  rates  by  grants  from 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  there  may  be  some 
hopes  of  the  poor  rates  being  rednced.  But  I 
am  oertain  that  no  step  is  more  likely  to  in- 
Vease  our  expenditure  than  if  the  House  was 
to  open  the  flood -aatas  of  the  C<Hi8oUdated 
Fund/' 

Those  are  opinions  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  expressed  when  he  was  in  the 
prime  of  his  manhood,  and,  so  far  as  we 


are  concerned,  we  adhere  to  those  veir 
liberal  opinions  which  he  then  ezprassed. 

No  doubt  the  Committee  will  be  glad  of 
any  enlightenment  from  the.poiiitof  Wew. 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  we  should 
like  to  hear  some  reason  for  his  change  of 
opinion.  Unless  he  gives  us  some  very 
good  reason,  we  shall  be  forced  to  go  into 
the  Lobby  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Merthyr 
TydviL  While  the  clergyman  is  to  be  re- 
lieved, the  poor  farmer  has  to  pay  hia 
rates  in  full,  and  the  clergyman  is  also 
being  relieved  of  his  duty  to  the  poor. 
Therefore  I  think  my  hon.  friend  was  jus- 
tified in  bringing  forward  this  Amend- 
ment, for  he  is  only  putting  forward 
opinions  which  were  once  held  by  tbo 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  himself. 

Question  put. 

'  The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  149; 
Noes,  367.   (Division  List^  No.  260.) 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Allan,  William  (Uateshead) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Asher,  Alexander 

Asquith,  Kt  Hn.  HerbertHeury 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Barlow,  John  Emiiiott 

Bayley,  Thoma'<  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Weniworth  C.  B. 

Billson,  Alfred 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Bninner,  Sir  John'Tomlinson 

Buchanan,  Tliomas  Kybum 

Bums,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Cliarles 

Caldwell,  Jam&'« 

Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 

Campbell-Bannermai),  Sir  H. 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Cbannmg,  Francis  AlUton 

Clark,  Dr.G.B.  (Caitlmeas-sh.) 

Clough,  Walter  Owen 

Colvnle,  John 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Dalziel,  Jam&4  Henry 

Davies,  M.  Vaaghan-^Cardigaii 

Davitt.  Michael 

Dewar,  Arthur 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Woogan,  P.  G. 

Duckworth,  JameH 

Mr.  Samml  Emas. 


AYES. 

Dutm,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Owen  Morgan 
Ellia,  John  Edward 
Evaii»,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Evans,  Sir  ¥.  H.  (South'ton) 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro(Leith) 
Fitzraaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flyon;  James  Christopher 
F'oBter,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Heniy 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
C5ourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Gordon,  Sir  Wni.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Bnrdon 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
HajTie,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwick.Thomaf  Chaff.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Cha.*».  H. 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.R.) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
HnmphrevH-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hotton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Joicey,  Sir  JameH 
Jones,  D.  Brynmw  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbriae,  DenU 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  (J.  Smyth 
Lambert,  lieor(;re 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,SirWilfrid(  Cu  III  b'land 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 
lAtig,  Sir  John 
Leuty.  Thomas  Kichiiiond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 


Lloyd-f;eorge,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.M.A(QuVsC 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Demiott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
Mtihee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Cliarlen  BenjiuBtn  ! 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mend),  Sigisiiiund  Ferdinand 
Mont*^u,  SirS.  (Wliit«chapel^ 
Morgan,J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.  l'ntchard(  Merthyr 
Morley,  Charles  (Brecoushire) 
Morley,Rt.Hn.Jonn(Montrof)e 
Morton,Edw.J.C.  (Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Xussey,  Thomaf>  Wtllans 
0'Connor,James  ( Wicklow.W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd.  Mark 
O'MaDey,  William 
Palmer,SirCharlesM.  ( Durham 
Palmer,  George  Wm.  (Reading 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  {Northiunb.> 
PickentgtU,  Edirant  Hare 
Pilkington,Sii<;.  A.  ( Lancas  SW 
Power,  Patrick  Jonepli 
Price,  RoI»ert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks) 
Randell,  DavHl 
Keckitt,  Harold  Jaiiien 
Rickett,  J.  Comptoii 
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Roberts.  John  H.  ^Denbighsh.  j 
KobertBon,  Edmund  (Dundee)  | 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees)  ' 
Scott,  Chan.  Preatwicli  (Leigh)  , 
Sliaw,  Charlw  Edw.  (KtafTord) 
Shaw.  Thomas  (Hawick  B.)  , 
Sinclair.Capt.  John  (Forfanh.}  i 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint)  : 
Sonttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert  i 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J.  | 
Steadman,  William  CWles  I 


Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Itoynell 
Arehdale,  Edward  Men-yn 
ArnoU,  Alfred 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  (J. 
Atkinson,  Kujht  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt.Jo8celine  FitzKoy 
Bfwerjr,  James  (Walworth) 
Baillie,  J.  K:  B.  (Inverness) 
Baird,  Jolm  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  (i.  W.(I.eed8) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Kt.  Hn.  A.H.H.  (Hunts 
Barry,  Sir  F.  T.  (Windsor) 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dnnbar  Flunket 
Bathuret,  Hon.  Allen  B. 
Beach,  R  t.  Hn .  SirM.  H .  ( Brrtol) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Begg,  Ferdinand  FaithfoU 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henr}-  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C.  i 
Beresford,  Lord  CharleH 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  Si.  ' 
BigwoodTJames  I 
BiH  Cliarles 

Bluodell,  Colonel  Heuiy  | 
Bonaor,  Henry  Co«nio  Onne  1 
Boaoawen,  Arthur  <iriffith- 
BotuGeld,  William  Robert 
Bra^sey,  Albert  i 
Brodriek,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John  \ 
BrookHeld,  A.  Montaga 
BjiUard,  Sir  Hairy 
BurdeCt-CoutLs,  W.  i 
Butcher,  John  (leorge  ' 
CarlUe,  William  Walter  ' 
Cavenditih,  K.  F.  (N.  Liuics.)  ' 
Cavendish,  V.CW.(l)er]jyshire  1 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William  , 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Herlfonl,  Eawt)  , 
Chaloner,  Captaui  R.  G.  W.  j 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  ( Birm.  I 
Chaml^rlain,  J.  Auitten(  Worc'r 
CbiUTingtcni,  Spencer  | 
Chelsea,  Viscount  \ 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh  ' 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  ( Plymouth  ; 
Cochrane,  Hon.Tliof.  H.  A.  E.  | 
Codilington,  Sir  William  ; 
Cwhill,  Douglati  Harry  | 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis  ' 
ColHngs,  Rt.  Hon.  Je!«se  | 
Colouib,  Sir  J.  Charlex  Ready  j 
Couipton,  Lonl  Alwyue 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  ( Lambeth) 
Comwallls  Fienne^4  S.  W.  ' 
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SteveMon,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Slioreditcb) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (We^tmeatli) 
Thomas,  A.  ((ilamor^,  E.) 
Thoiiia>*,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Walton,JohnLaw-ion(Leeds,S. ) 
Warner,  Thoma.-t  Courtenay  T. 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  (ieorge  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
WiUiams,  John  Carvell{Nottti. 

NOES. 

Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwai-d  Bainlmdge 
Crippd,  Cliarles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Croiw,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldwn 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Vis*count 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles  ' 
Davieit,  Sir  Horatio  D.  (Cliat'm 
Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dixraeli,  Coningsl)y  Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglity,  George 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A  Akers- 
DonglaM-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxftml,  William  Tlieodore 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hul*ert  V. 
Dyke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Etliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowe*,  Hon.  Ailwvn  E. 
Fer^unuion^itHn  Sir  J .  (Manc'r 
Fiehl,  Admiral  (Ea-'tlwume) 
Fin  h,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Rolfcrt  Bannatj'ne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  SVilliam  Hayes 
FiBou,  Frederick  William 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn.  A.  G.  H.(Cityof  Lond. 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V'icary  (St,  AlbanR 
Gilliat,  John  Saundem 
(iodson,SirAugustusFretlerick 
Gold»worihy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edwaitl 
Gorst.Ht.  Hon.  Sir  Jolm  Eldon 
Goschen,RtHnG.J.(StGeorge"s 
Gosclien,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graliam,  Heni^'  Koliert 
Gray,  Ernest  (Went  Ham) 
Green,Walford  D(  Wedneslmry 
Greene, W.  Kaymcmd-tCambs.) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Camei'on 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Fre«terick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lonl  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Kobt.Wm. 
Hanaou,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 


{Rtites)  Bill 


803 


Wilson,  Hy.  J.  (York,  W.  R.| 
Wilson,  Jolm  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wil3on,J.W.(WorcesterMh.N.) 
Woodhoase,Sir J .  T.  ( Hud'^tfield 
Woods,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  tub  Aves— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladtitone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthnr. 


Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Beaton,  Jolm  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hennon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hill,  Sir  £dw.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie(Hauipatead) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
HoUand,  Hon.  L.  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  H.  CeoS 
Hnbhai-d,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  Capt.  G.  W.Grice- 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Lawiea 
Jelib,  Kicliard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Susaexl 
Jolitfe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  Janie.s 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
KimWr,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Lauri,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  John  (irant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thos.  (Londonderry) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  William  E.  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigliton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Som'aet,) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Uillwj-n-  (SwuL.) 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  It. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Ersk. 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesliam) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (L'pooL) 
Lo|»es,  Henry  ^'arde  Bulier 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Framris  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kivkiuan 
Lucas- Shad  well,  William 
Lyltelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
JIacartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
.Macdona,  John  Cumiiiing 
Maclver,  David  (Live;-i>ool) 
M'Aitlmr,  Charles  (Liverpool 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Rieha:d  Bidduli)h 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thomjison,  Sir  H.  M- 
Miflttink.Sir  PowlettCliasJohn 
Mildmay,  Francis  lUugham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  Geoi;ge  . 
Milton,  Viscount 
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Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Idonk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  K.  Jasper  (Shropsliire) 
Morgan.Hu.lred  (Monm'thsh. 
Morrell,  Georee  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,ArthurH.A.{l>eptford 
Mount,  William  George 
Mnntz,  PhilipA. 
Miinay,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  {Bute) 
Murray,  Clias.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
NiefaobKm,  William  GnUiam 
Northcote,  Hn.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkitivton,  R.  (Lanes,  Newton 
Piatt- Higgin8,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce- Jonefi,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pnr\'L«,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cnthl»ert 
Kankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Bentool,  Junes  Alexander 
lUchards,  Henry  Cbarlee 


{COMMONS} 

Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Ronnd,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molynenx 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sandys,  Lt. -Col.  Tlios.  Myles 
Saunderson,  Rt.  Hn.  Col.  E.  J. 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton>KaiT,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebottom,  T.  H.  (Stalybr.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smitli^  J.  P.  (Lanarkshire) 
Smitb,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Stntnd) 
Stanley,  Hn.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stiriing-Maxweil,  Sir  J.  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Stmtt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Stnrt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 


{Bates)  Ml. 


804 


Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Cbiehester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J,G,(Oxf.UniT. 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henr^'  James 
Tomlios'  n,  W.  E.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  SirC.  E.  Howaid 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Warde,  Lieut.  CoLC.E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut.-CoL  A.  C.  E. 
Wentwortb,  Bruce  C.  Vmum 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams.  Joseph  Powell-(Birm 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodebonse,  Rt.  Hn .  E.  R.  ( Balh 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Georse 
Wyndham-Qnin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Mannadake  D'Arcv 
Yonn^Comqiander  (Berks,  E. ) 
Younger,  WiUiun 

Tkllers  fob  the  Noes— 
Sir  WUliam  Wabtoid  and 
Mr.  Ansbntiier. 


Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS ;  My  object  in 
moving  this  Amendment  is  to  bring  the 
Bill  into  conformity  with  Standing  Order 
No.  45.  If  this  Amendment  is  accepted, 
I  propose  at  a  later  stage  to  more  a  new 
elause,  which  I  have  handed  in,  providing 
for  the  precise  duration  of  the  Act.  This 
hein^  onl^  a  temporary  Bill,  during  the 
continuation  of  the  Agricultural  Kating 
Act,  it  is  a  measure  of  a  teroporary  char- 
acter, and  certainly  falls  within  the  pro- 
visions of  Standing  Order  No.  45.  I 
know  it  will  be  argued  that  the  Agricul- 
tural Rating  Act  did  not  comply  with  the 
Standing  Orders.  I  do  not  see,  because 
an  oversight  occurred  in  that  Act,  that  it 
should  be  taken  as  a  precedent.  If  we 
have  Standing  Orders,  for  Heaven's  sake 
let  us  obey  them.  This  Standing  Order 
was  passed  in  the  year  1849,  and  I  pre- 
sume it  was  passed  for  some  good  and 
sufficient  reason.  I  do  not  want  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  Committee  stage  prolonged, 
and  I  will  not  delay  the  Committee  from 
coming  to  a  decision. 

Another  Amendment  proposed — 

"InpaKe  2,  line  7,  to  leave  oat  from  the 
word  '  half '  to  the  end  of  the  clause." — {Mr. 
David  Thoauu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 


Mr.  LONG:  I  understand  the  hon. 
Gentleman  moves  this  Amendment  in 
order  to  establish  his  contention  that  the 
first  clause  of  the  Bill  is  not  in  accordance 
with  the  Striding  Order.  Whether  the 
clause  is  or  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
Standing  Order,  rests  with  a  higher 
authorit}^  than  myself.  This  BiU  was 
drawn  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  pro- 
visions of  that  Standing  Order,  and  every 
possible  step  was  taken  by  the  framers  of 
the  Bill  to  see  that  the  Standing  Order 
was  complied  with.  I  want  to  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  is  adopt- 
ing a  form  of  Amendment  which  would  be, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  extremely  incon- 
venient. He  proposes  to  remove  the 
words  which  contain  the  date  when  the 
Act  will  come  into  force.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  date  should  be  stated 
when  the  new  rating  system  comes  into 
operation. 


Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS;  I  have 
Tided  for  that  by  a  new  clause. 


pro- 


Mr.  LONG :  Yes,  but  I  am  dealing 
with  the  hon.  Member's  Amendment  as  it 
stands.    Whether  he  would  be  able  after^ 

wards  to  secure  the  introduction  of  other 
words  is  a  totally  different  thing,  which 
we  cannot  discuss  at  the  present  time.  It 
is  sufficient  for  me,  as  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Bill,  to  say  that  every  step 
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necessary  was  taken  in  order  to  procure 
that  the  framing  of  the  Bill  was  in  com- 
pliance' with  the  Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  As  a  point  of 
■order,  Mr.  Lowther,  I  wish  to  ask  you 
whether  the  Bill  is  in  compliance  with  the 
•Standing  Order. 

*Thk'  chairman  :  That  is  not  a 
■question  for  me  to  decide.   The  Bill  in 
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its  present  state  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee,  li  there  was  anything  improper 

in  the  shape  of  the  Bill,  objection  ought 
to  have  been  taken  before  the  Bill  was 
referred  to  the  Committee.  The  Second 
Beading  of  the  Bill  cures  any  defect. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  274 ; 
Noes,  152.    (Division  List,  Na  261.) 


Allha»en,  Angu^aH  H.  Eden 
Allsopp,  Hon.  Georj^ 
Anson,  Sir  Williain  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Msrvyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Amold-For:4ter,  Hugh  O. 
AtkinsoD,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FttzRoy 
BaUey,  Jamea  (Walworth) 
Bailhe,  James  E.B.(lDvemess) 
Baird,John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  Geoi^ 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  RtHnAHSmith-  (Hunts 
Barry,  Sir  FrancisT.(WindBor} 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dualur  Plunket 
BatharMt,HoD.  Allen  Benianiin 
£eacb,KtHn.SiTM.  H.(  Bristol) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
3egg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
3einr08e,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Benttnck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bhowniwgree,  8ir  M.  M. 
JBigwooiC  James 
:Bin.  Charlea 
Blandall,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Urme 
Bo^wen,  Arthur  Gritfith- 
Bou4tield,  William  Robert 
Brassey,  AII>ert 
Brodrick,  Rt  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooklield,  A.  Montagu 
Bullaid,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutta,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
CarlUe,  Williain  Walter 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
CaveudiHli,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbys.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
<:ecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
•Ghaloner,  CaptMD  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Kt.Hn.J.  (Binn. 
ChamberUin,J.  Aa.tten(  WorcS- 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
•Glare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clu-ke,  Kir  E.  (t^month) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Ccwiiill,  Douglas  Harry 
Couen,  Benjamin  Loum 
CollingH,  Rt.  Hon.  JeH^e 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Charles  R. 


AYES. 

.  Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fre<l.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corawallis.  Fiennes  Stanley  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  B. 
Crippa,  Charlet*  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herbert  S.  (Bolton) 
Gulntt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Daliyniple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dlckson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coninj^by  Ralph 
Dixon-  Hartland,SirFrd.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  Jc^n  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Aker^- 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxftml,  William  Theodore 
Dmcker,  A. 

Dancombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.Hn.  Sir  William  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  DouglaM 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  (ieorge 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwd. 
Fercusson,  RtHn.Sir  J.  ( Manc'r 
Field,  Admiral  (E^tbonme) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Roliert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Tliomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  8.  (Soffolk) 
Galloway,  William  Jolmson 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibix)ns,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibl»8,Hn.A.G.fi-(CityofLond. 
Gibbs,  Hon.Vicary(St.  Albans) 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,SirAngafttusFrederick 
Goldswortliy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edwtud 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Go8cben,RtHnG.J.(StGeorge 
(ioschen,  Geoi-ge  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henrv  Robert 
Gray,  Eniest  (VVest  Ham) 
(ireen,  WalfordU.  ( Wedn'sbury 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Cambn. 
(Jretton,  John 
(ireville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 


Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,Rt.  Hon.  LordGeorge 
Hanbur}',Rt.Hon.  RobertWm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hanty,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hernion- Hodge,  RobertTrotter 
Hill,  Sir  Edwd.  Stock  (Bristoll 
Hoare,Edw.  Hrodie(  Hampste'a 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.(Bow} 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Heniy 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.JamesHenryCeral 
Habl)aid,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.  W.Grice- 
JaGk«>cm,RtHon.Wni.  Lftwies 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhonse 
Jetfreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
John>4tone,  Heywood  (Sus-sex) 
JoUiffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seynxmr 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -CTcneral 
Lawson,  John  (irant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Londonderry 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hn.  WUliam  E.  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H. (Somerset) 
LleweljTi,SirDillwyn-(Sw'n8ea 
Lockwood,  Lt-Cof.  A.  K. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Walter(Liverp'l) 
Lope:4,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Sliadwell,  William 
LyttelCon,  Hon.  Alfred 
>Iacartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
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M'lver.SirL.  (Kdinbunjh.W.) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biiidulph 
Melville,  Bere«foril  Valentine 
MevK^y-Thonipson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  C.  John 
Mildmay,  Francis  Binglumi  ' 
Milner,  Sir  Pre^terick  lieoi^ 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charta<4  JanieK 
Moon,  E^lward  Roliert  Pucy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropxhire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monni'thith.) 
Morrell,  Georjje  Herlwrt 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,ArUn»r  H.A.fDeptford 
Mbunt,  William  Geoi:ge 
I\funt?^  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Co%'entrv) 
Murray,  fol.  Wjnidliani  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  ^N'iUiam  Gnuiatn 
Nicol,  ponald  Ninian 
Northcote.  Hon.  Sir  H.Staffoi-d 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Rol#rt  Torrens 
Pender,  Sir  Jantes 
Penn,  John 
Percy.  Earl 

Pierpoint,Uicli.  ( Lanc»,Newton 
Platt-Higgina,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sliarp 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Etlward 
Purvis,  Robert 


{COMMONS} 

Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Kankin,  Sir  James 
Kajtcli,  Major  Fmleric  Came 
Kentoul,  -JameH  Alexander 
Kichanlit,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson.  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Matt  W. 
Kitchie,Rt.Hn.  Ckas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Royda,  Clement  Molyneux 
Ruiwell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  Jolm 
Ryder,  John  Herliert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limeliouse) 
Sandys.  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Mylea 
Saunderson,  Rt.Hn.  Col.Ea.J. 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely,  Cliarles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Hemy 
Sharpe,  WiUiani  Edwanl  T. 
Sidebottom,T.  Harrop(StaIybr. 
Simeon,  Sii-  llairingtoQ 
Skewes-Cox,  Thoniai* 
Smith,  James  P.  (Laotirks.) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  t).  (Strand) 
Si>enr«r,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hn.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stephens,  Henry  Cliarles 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M, 
Stock,  JameK  Henry 
Strautiis  Arthur 
Stmtt,  Hon.  Cliarles  Hedley 


{Rates)  Bill 


80S 


Stnrt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Tallwt,  I^nl  E.  (Chichester) 
Tallwt,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  G.(Ox.Un.> 
Thorhum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Poicy  M. 
ToUeniache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  E.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  H. 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Ww^,  Hon.  Robert  A.(C^©^ve^ 
Warde,  Lieut. -Col.C.E.(Kenty 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Wbitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
WiUiams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams.  Job.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Ardiibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,J.W.(Worce8tersh.N.> 
Wodehouse,R  t.  H  n .  E.  R.(  Bath> 
Wortley.Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
WjTidham,  George 
WjTidham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wj-vill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,Conmiander  (Berks,E.> 
Younger,  William 
Tellebs  for  thr  Ayes— Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
.  Anstruther 


Abraluun,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ambrose.  Rol>ert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atherley -Jones,  L. 
Austin, 'M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Enimott 
Bayley,  Tlioinas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Billson,  Atfnnl 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolliug 
Broaxlhurst,  Henry 
Brunaer,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce.  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Tlioma'*  Ryburn 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Tlionias 
Caldwell.  James 
Campbell- Bannennnn.  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Kniglit 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Clianning,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.  (t'aitbnes.-i-i'h.) 
CIoukIi,  Walter  Owen 
Golvnie,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Crombie,  John  Willinin 
Curnui,  Tlioiuii.-'  (Sligo,  S, ) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,M.Vauuhan.('CanUgaa 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogau,  P.  C. 

Dougla»>,  Charle.s  M.  (Lanark)  , 


NOES. 

Duckwortli,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Owen  Morgan 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Soutk'ton)  i 
Evershed,  Sydney  I 
Fenwick,  Cfiarles 
Ferguson,  K.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
Fitznmurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Fij-nn,  James  ChrLstoplier 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (I)erbyCo.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Gladstone,  Kt.  Hon.  H.  John  j 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gourley,  Sir  E.  Temperley  i 
Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton  i 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon  ' 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  | 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chaa.  Scale-  i 
Hazell,  Walter  > 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Holland.  W.  H.  (York,  W.R.)  . 
Horninian,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  .lames  Alfred  [ 
Joicey,  Sir  James  j 
Jone;*,  D.  Brynmore  (Swansea)  i 
Jones.  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire)  ' 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU.  • 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 

Kinloch,  Sir  John  G.  Sm>'th  | 
Laboucliere,  Henry  i 

Lambert,  (Jeorge 
Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir      (Cumberland) ; 


Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Tliomas 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacDonDell,DrM  A.  (Queen'sC 
M'Arthnr,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Dennott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Rlcliard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Venlinand 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Wiiitechapel) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmartnen 
Mori;au,W.Pritcliai'd(Merthyr 
Morley,  Cliarleo  ( Breconshira) 
Morley,Rt.Hn.jQhn(Montroae 
Morton.Edw.  J.  C.(Devonport> 
Moulton,  John  Fletclier 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
0'Con'nor,James  (Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T,  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley.  William 
Palmer,SirCharlesM.  ( Durham 
Palmer.(ieome  Wm.  (Keadii^> 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
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PUkmgton,SirG.A.(Lancs.SW 
Power,  Patrick  Josei>h 
Price,  Kobert  John 
Priesdey,  Brict^  (York^.) 
PiWand,  AnuKw  Dryburgh 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Kickett,  J.  Coiiiptoii 
Roberts,  John  H.  (DenbighB.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Kobtton^  William  Suowdon 
Samnel,  J.  (Stockton -on -Teea) 
Scott  Ch.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw.  Charles  Eil%vard  (Staf.) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 


•{13  July  1899| 

Sinclair,  Capt.  John  tPorfars.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Weilesley 
Souttar,  RotoiiBon 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philjn  J. 
Steadman,  WiUiani  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francw  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Sboreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westtneath) 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamor.,  £.)  i 
Walton,  John  Law.  (Leeds,S.)  ^ 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William  | 
Weir,  James  GaJbway 


(i?rt/ft<)  Bill. 


8ia- 


Whiteley,  George  (Stockport>  .- 
Wliittaker,  Thomas  Palraer 
Wiiltams,  J.  Carvell  (Nott^l 
Wilaen,  Chariea  Henry  (Hull) 
WUson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.V 
Wilson,  John  (Durliam  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
WilBonJos.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Woodh(m8e,Sir  J.  T.(Hnd(l<ara>- 
Woodj>,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  foe  the  Nobs.— 
Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  and  Mr^ 
Samnel  Evans. 


'  Question  put,  "  That  Clause 
part  of  the  BUI." 


4  stand  j     The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  270 
I  Noes,  155.    (Division  List,  No.  262.) 


Allhnsen,  Augu-«tiui  H.  Eden 
AlLwpp,  Hon.  Ueorge 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Archdale,  Edward  MervjTi 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^t,  Capt.  JoHceline  FitzHoy 
Bailej,  Jamew  (Walworth) 
BaiUie,  Jawe^  E.  B.  (Inverness 
Baird,  Jolin  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manc'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barr>-,  Rt  HnA.  H.Smith-(Ht8. 
Barry,  Sir  Francu*  T.  (Windsor 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunlur  Plunket 
Beach,  Kt  Hn  Sir  M.H. {Bristol 
Beckett,  £rne>tt  William 
B^,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bereaford,  Iioril  Chai'les 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwoo(l,  .lames 
BUI.  Charles 
Blundell,.  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Co.-*mo  Orme 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Urilfith- 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bra«Hey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Urookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bollard,  Sir  ilarn- 
Bordett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carhle,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.)  ' 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.(Derby6ih. 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Eveli-n  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlun,Rt.Hon.J.(Bimi. 
Chamberlain,J.  Austen(  WorcV 
Charrington,  S[iencer 
Chel-sea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octaviuw  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edwd.  (Plymouth)  i 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thon.  H.A.E. 


AYES. 

Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collingn,  Rt.  Hon.  Jes.se 
Colomb,  Sir  J.  Charles  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corawallis,  Fiennes  Stanley  W 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T,  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge  - 
Cripijs,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bol  on) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cnrzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Daliyniuie,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  Jolm  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsl>y  Ralph 
Dixon- Hartland,  Sir  F.  D. 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  Geora;e 
Douglajt,  Rt.  Oon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglafl- Pennant,  Hon.  £.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dj-ke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Elliot.  Hon.  A.  R.  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed%v. 
Fergus8on,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J .  ( Manch 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatj-ne 
Firliank,  Joseph  Thoma" 
FUher,  William  Hayes 
FiHon>  Frederick  Wuliani 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suflblk) 
(ialtoway,  Williaiii  Jolmson 
(Jedge,  Sydney 
(>ibtx>n.s,  J.  Lloyd 
GiUbs,Hon.A.G.H.(Cityof  Lon 
Gihhfi,  Hon.  Vicarj' (St. Albans 
Gilliat,  Jolm  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Goldswortliy.  ^fajor-(^eneral 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gor»t,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  E. 


Go8chen.KtHnG.J.(StGeorge'» 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
(.ioulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Heury  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  WaUordD.(Wedneeib'ry 
Greene, W.  Raymond  (Camhs.>. 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Hal^y,  Thomas  F'rederick 
Hauurton,Rt.  Hon.  LordGeorge 
Hanbury,Rt.Hon.  RobertWm.. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Henuon-Hodge,RobertTrotter 
Hill,Sir  Edward  Stock(Bri«toI> 
Hoare,  Ed.  Bro<lie(Uami>stead 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hn.  Lionel  R.  (Bow). 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houhiswortii,  Sir  Wm.  Henry- 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howell,  William  Tmlor 
Hozier,  Hon.  Jaule^:  Hy.  Cecil 
Hubl>ard,  Hon.  Evelj-n 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.  W.Grice- 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jebi),  Ricluird  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Snssex> 
JolUHe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimlier,  Henrv 
Lafone,  Alfreu 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawsott,  John  (Jrant  (Vorku) 
Lea,  Sir  Thos.  (Londonderry) 
Lecky.  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Ed.  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (UirkenheadV 
Leigh-Bennett.  Henry  Cnrrie 
Leightun,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset 
Llewel>'n,Sir  Dillwyn-(Sw'ns'^ 
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Lockwood,Lieiit.-ColonelA.K. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erekine 
Ix)ng,Col.  CliarlesW.  { Evesham 
Long,  Kt.HD.Walter(Uverp']) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yaide  Boiler 
Lome,  Alarquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
JiOyd,  Archie  Kirkaian 
LacaH-Shadwell,  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'lver,  Sir  Lewis  (Edinb-.W.) 
Malcolm,  Ian  I 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Mafii*ey-MainwarinK,Hn,  W.F. 
Melvifle,  Bereaford  Valentine 
MeVHey-TlioiiipHon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mi(bank,8irPowlettCba8.John 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Cliarle8  James 
Moon.  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,Roht.  Jasper(  Shropshire) 
Morgan.Hn.  Fred.(Monm'thsh. 
Morrell,  Georue  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  ArthnrH.A.(Deptfd.) 
Mount,  William  Gecn;ge 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Mairay,  Rt.  Hon.A.  G.  (Bate) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.Wyndliam  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  WilHam  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
ITorthcote,  Hn.  Sir  H.  Stafford 


{COMMONS} 

O'Neil,  Hon.  Rob^  Torrens 

Pender,  Sir  Jantes 

Penn,  John 

Percy,  Earl 

Pierpoint,  Robert 

Pilkm^ton,  R.  (Lanes.  Newton 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 

Powell,  Str  Francis  Sharp 

Prj'ce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 

Pim'is,  Robert 

Quilter,  Sir  Cntlibert 

Kankin,  Sir  Jamea 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 

Rentonl,  James  Alexander 

Richordfl,  Henry  Charles 

Richard  Ewn.SirThos.  (Hartlepi 

Ridley,Rt.Hn.SirMatthewW. 

Kitchie,Rt.Hn.Chaa.Thom8on 

Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 

Robinson,  Brooke 

Round,  James 

Royds,  Clenient  Molyneux 

Ruasell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 

Ratherford,  John 

Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 

Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 

Sandys,  Lt.-Co].  Thos.  Myles 

Saunderdon,  Rt.  Hn.  Col.  E.  J. 

Savory.  Sir  Joseph 

Seely,  Charlec  Hilton 

Seton-Karr,  Henry 

Sharpe,  William  EtlwardT, 

Sidebottoin,T.Harrop(Stalybr. 

Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 

Skewes  Cox,  Thomas 

Smith,  JamesParker(Lanarks. ) 

Smith,  HoD.W.F.  D.  (Strand) 

Si>encer,  Ernest 

Stanley.  Hon.  A.  (Onnskirk) 

Stanly,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
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Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stirling-Maxwett,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Stnitt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Tiioinas 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,RLHn.J.(i  (OxfdUmv. 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Tliomton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  E.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charlen  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Ward,  Hon.  Robt.  A.  (Crewe) 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut.-CoL  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  CharlcH  Algernon 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
WUIiama,  J.  Powell-  (Binii.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Arohibahl 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.(Batb) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Geonje 
Wyndliam-Quin,  Maj.  W.  H. 
Wy\ill,  Mannatluke  J'Arcy 
Young.Comniander  (Berks,  £.) 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstmtlier. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
AUtson,  Roljert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  M.  (Limenck,  W.) 
Barlow,  Jolm  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworih  C.  B. 
BUbwn,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Solton,  Thoma«  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Bmnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Kt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybam 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
■Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
'Caa'iton,  Richard  Knight 
■Cawley,  Frederick 
■Channing,  Francis  AllHton 
-Clark,Dr.G.  B.(Caitlmes8-sh.) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
-OolvQle,  Joim 
Condon,  Thomas  Jonepli 
Crilly,  Daniel 
■Crombie,  Jolm  William 
■Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cnrran,  Tliontas  (Sligo,  S.) 


NOES. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,M  Vaughui-(Cardigan) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

DouKla-H,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckwtntb,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Owen  Morgan 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton) 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.C.  Monro  (Leith) 
Kitzmauriee,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christupber 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Goddard,  Daniel  Fonl 
Gourley,  Sir  E.  Temperley 
t;unlon,Sir  William  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harcourtt  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Homiinan,  Frederick  John 


Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
HutUm,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  Bryninor  (Swan. 
Jones,  William  (Caman'omth. 
Kay-Shuttle  worth,  RtHnSirU. 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch,  Sir  J.  George  Smyth 
Laboochere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  SirW  ilfrid(Cnrab'rnd 
Leese,SirJoseph  F.(Accringt(m 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Ix>gan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacDonneIl,Dr.M.  A.(Qu'ns  C 
MacNcill,  John  Gordrai  Swift 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Dermott.  ^trick 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Gbee,  Richard 
M'Keima,  Reginald 
M'f.Aren,  Charles  Brajamin 
M'Leod,  John 
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Maddtson,  Fred 
Maden,  John  HoDxy 
Mendl,  Sicisiuund  Ferdinand 
Moid;a£a,Bu-  S.  (Whitechapel) 
MOTgan,J.  Lloyd  (Cannarthen 
Mon;an,W.  Pritchard(  Merthyr 
Morley,  Charlen  (Brecontthire) 
Morley,Kt.  Hn.John(  Montrose 
Morton,£dw.J.C.  (Devonport) 
Monlton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thoniaa  WillaUM 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Palmer,  Sir  CliaH.M.{I>arham) 
Palmer,  Geo.  Wni.  (Reading) 
Pease,  JoHeph  A.  (Northumo.) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  H. 
PUkington,Sir  G.A.(Lanc8SW 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
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Price,  Robert  John 
Priestlev,  Bnggd  (Yorks) 
Provano,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  Janiea 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh^.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdoa 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Teei) 
Scott,  Chas.  PresCwich  (Leigh) 
Sliaw,  Cbaa.  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadntan,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  FrancU  S. 
Stuart,  Jame»  (Slioreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  Alfred(Glamorgan,E. 
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I  Thomas,  David Alfred(Merthyr 
Walton,  JohnLawson  (Leeds,B. 
Warner,  Tlioraas  Courtenay  T- 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williatiis.  John  Carvell  (Nott-i 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (HuUV 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,W.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.)- 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson.  J.  W.(Worcestersh.N. 
Wilson,  J.  H.  ( Middlesbrough V 
Woodhou8e,Su:J.T.(Hud'8fieia 
Woods,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs — 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M' Arthur 


♦Mb.  LEWIS:  The  object  of  the  new 
Clause  I  now  propcee  is  to  exempt  Wales 
from  the  operation  of  the  Bill,  t  observe 
Bome  of  my  colleagues  have  put  down  i 
Amendments  to  a  similar  efiect,  and  if  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Merthyr 
intends  to  move  his  Amendment,  1  am 
quite  willing  to  accept  the  latter  part  of 
his  clause,  I  do  not  desire  that  Wales 
should  lose  any  benefit  to  which  it  might 
otherwise  be  entitled  under  this  BilL  We 
certainly  should  prefer  that  any  money 
which  Wales  may  have  to  pay  under  this 
Bill  should  be  devoted  to  some  educatiomU 
purp(»e.  There  are  plenty  of  Parlia- 
mentary precedents  for  dealing  with 
Wales  sepftrately,  so  I  need  not  labour 
that  point.  We  Imve  had  a  Sunday  Closing 
Bill  for  Wales,  and  a  Welsh  Interme- 
diate Education  Bill  which  no  one 
would  now  desire  to  see  repealed ;  indeed, 
so  beneficial  has  one  of  those  Acts 
proved,  that  proposals  have  been  made 
by  a  Koyal  Commission  for  extending  it. 
But  there  are  some  Acts  from  which 
W^es  would  be  gladly  excloded,  owing  to 
the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  popu- 
lation, and  this  is  one  of  them.  We  hare 
heard  a  good  deal  since  last  Monday  of 
the  injustice  that  this  Bill  will  inflict 
upon  other  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom. That  injustice  is  especially  marked 
in  the  case  of  Wales.  The  Welsh  nation 
is  a  nation  of  Nonconformists,  and  there- 
fore the  passing  of  this  Act  would  be 
especially  unjust  to  Wales.  Welsh  Non- 
confomusts  consider  that  the  tithe  at  the 
present  time  is  entirely  misappropriated, 
and  they  hold  that  it  should  be  applied 
to  poraly  national  purposes.    They  ob- 


ject to  what  they  deem  to  be  national 
property  being  paid  into  the  coffers  of 
one  sect,  and  they  think  it  is  only  adding, 
a  further  injustice  to  relieve  one  par- 
ticular class  of  the  community  at  the 
expense  of  the  nation  generally.  I  have 
observed  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  re- 
presenting Welsh  constituencies  have  voted 
steadily,  and  with  an  almost  pathetic 
fidelity,  with  the  Government  on  most  of 
the  stages  of  this  Bill.  I  see  one  or  twO' 
of  them  who  represent  urban  constituencies 
in  South  Wales,  and  I  do  not  envy  them  the 
task  of  presenting  to  their  constituents 
the  case  for  this  Bill.  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  do  it  as  ably  and  effectively  as  it  can 
be  done ;  they  will  make  the  best  case 
for  the  most  wretched  Bill  that  was 
ever  brought  before  this  House ;  but 
still,  at  the  same  time,  I  have  confi- 
dence as  to  what  would  be  the  result  of 
an  appeal  to  their  constituents  on  this 
particular  Bill.  In  the  last  Parliament  we 
had  no  less  than  thirty-one  out  of  thirty- 
four  Welsh  members  pledged  to  redress 
the  great  injustice  which  tne  existence  of 
roligioas  inec^uality  in  the  Principality 
entails.  It  is  true  that  in  this  Parlia- 
ment we  have  not  so  lai;gB  a  majority, 
but  still  there  are  twenty-five  of  us  as 
against  nine.  You  are  forcing  a  measure 
down  the  throats  of  a  people  who,  by 
twenty-five  votes  to  nine,  have  declared 
their  opposition  to  the  kind  of  Bill  you 
are  now  introducing — a  measure  which 
they  view  as  a  great  act  of  injustice. 
Over  and  over  again  in  the  course 
of  these  Debates  it  has  been 
asserted  that  this  Bill  is  based  on 
justice,  but  do  you  think  it  is  right  ta 
make  the  Nonconformists  of  Walra,  the 
people  who  have  been  doing  the  major 
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part  of  the  religious  and  spiritual  work  I  ministers, 


in  that  country  during  the  past  genera- 
tion, to  pay  out  of  their  own  Hard  earning 
a  still  further  addition  to  the  tithe  in 
Wales  ?  I  ask  the  Hotise  is  that  justice 
to  the  country,  a  portion  of  which  I 
represent  ^  As  the  Committee  is  aware 
the  tithe  question"  has  been  a  burning 
<|ue6tion  in  Wales  in  th6  past,  and 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  farmers  have 
undergone  very  severe  pains  and  penalties 
rather  than  pay  the  tithe.  The  payment 
hasbeenenforcedtDOt  merely  by  tithe  bailiffs 
^and  emergency  men,  but  also  by  the  military 
forces  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Welsh  Non- 

-conformists  have  been  made  to  feel  a  I  ham  when  he  said  that  the  great  principTe 
galling  yoke.  Thousands  of  people  have  of  religious  equality  was  everywhere 
been  sold  up  rather  than  pay  the  tithe  slowly  undermining  the  fabric  of  ecclesias- 
voluntarily,  and  these  are  the  very  men  tical  privilege.  Yet  you  are  now  building 
upon  whom  you  are  throwing  an  addi-  up  a  fabric  of  ecclesiastical  privilege.  The 
tional  burden.    I  have  spoken  of  them  as  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  told  us  further  that 


and  in  places  where  therft 
has  been  no  minister  there  has-  been  an 
energetic  and  devoted  diaconate  ready 
to  conduct  Sunday  and  week  night 
services,  to  visit  the  sick,  and  to 
look  after  the  religious  training  of 
the  young.  These  are  the  people  who 
I  have  again  and  a^ain  declaretl  against  the 
Church  Establishment  and  against  the 
application  of  tithes  to  the  support  of  the 
Church,  and  these  are  the  people  whom' 
you  are  going  to  fine  for  the  benefit  of 
the  clergy.  I  think  our  position  was' 
very  well  defined  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  West  Birraing- 


the  people  who  have  been  doing  the 
spiritual  work  of  the  country.  Let  me 
^ve  an  instance — a  parish  which  is 
typical  of  hundreds  of  other  parishes  in 
Wales.  It  is  a  large  and  populous  parish. 
During  the  last  few  years  mining  centres 
have  sprung  up  in  different  parts  of  it. 


this  principle  of  religious  equality  was 
fatal  to  all  State  Churches,  and  that  it- 
would  surely  be  applied  to  the  Church  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales.  He  further 
I  went  on  to  point  out  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  of  the  Principality  was  more 
unanimous  and   the  anomalies  of  the 


'There  was  one  chui-ch  tn  a  small  hamlet ;  present  arrangement  were  more  striking 
in  a  thinly  populated  part  of  the  and  irritating  in  Wales  than  elsewhere, 
parish,  and  to  the  services  of  that  church  I  and  it  had,  therefore,  the  first  claim  to 
many  hundreds  of  pounds  of  tithes  were  I  their  sympathy  and  support  in  its  effort* 


<levoted  annually.  The  rest  of  the  tithe 
probably  went  into  the  coffers  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners.  What  did 
the  Church  do  in  that  parish  ?   It  main- 


to  free  itself  from  a  burden  which  recent 
events,  and  especially  the  tithe  agitation,  • 
had  shown  to  be  almost  intolerable  to  the 
vast  majority  of  the  population.  Yet  you 


tained  out  of  the  money  contributed  by  '  are  now  proposing  to  add  to  that  bun^en. 
the  tithe-payers,  chiefly  Nonconformists,  Let  us  see  what  the  Nonconformists  have 


one  Church  for  a  few  people.  What  did 
the  Nonconformists  doin  the  populous  min- 
ing and  quarrying  villages  %  They  made  re- 


been  doing  in  Wales.  In  1775  there 
were  only  171  Nonconformist  congrega- 
tions, in  1816  the  number  had  increased - 


ligious  provision  for  the  inhabitants;  they  i  to  993,  and  in  1861  it  was  2,927,  while 
provided  Sunday  services  for  people  who  I  in  1892  it  has  risen  to  4,262.  More- 

'  than  3,000  Nonconformist  places  of 
worship  have  been  built  in  Wales  within 
the  last  eighty  years.  In  1859  the  com- 
municants belonging  to  the  four  leading- 
Welsh  denominations  numbered  258,000 
in  189*2  they  had  increased  to  381,000, 
an  addition  of  47  J  per  cent.  Now  Wales 
is  a  small  country,  and  these  figures 
show  that  Nonconformity  has  incre^ed' 
very  rapidly.    I  remember  that  when 


would  otherwise  have  been  altogether 
destitute  of  religious  ministrations.  That 
continued  for  a  long  time,  and  then  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  provided 
another  church.  There  are  hundreds 
of  country  parishes  in  which  there  is 
one  chiu-ch  attended  by  a  small 
handfuJ  of  people,  but  in  which  by 
far  the  greater  portion  of  spiritual 
vork  ui  done  by  Nonconformists,  who 


have  no  endowment  in  the  shape  of  tithe  I  this  subject  was  last  mentioned  in  the 
to  rely  upon.  The  work  has  been  done  House,  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
from  first  to  last  on  the  voluntary  prin- 
ciple because  their  hearts  were  in  it.  They 
have  provided  theological  colleges  for  the 
■education  of  ministers.  They  have  pro- 
vided popiUous  churchless  places  with 


for    Swansea   drew   attention  to  the 

increase  of  churches  in  the  Rhondda 
Valley,  that  being  the  liest  example  of 
progress  the  Establishment  has  to  present 
in  Wales.  What  are  the  facts  in  regard  to 
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-that?  In  the  year  1866  there  were  in 
this  Valley  four  churches  and  eleven 
chapels ;  in  1870  there  were  seven 
churches  and  twenty-one  chapels  ;  in  1884 
there  were  eleven  churches  and  ninety- 
eight  chapels;  and  in  1892  the  figures 
showed  sixteen  churches  and  117  chapela. 
And  that  is  in  the  very  heart  of  Wales, 
where  the  Church  prides  itself  on  th^ 
progress  it  has  nuide.  Now  I  would 
remind  the  Committee  that  this  is  only  a 
temporary  Bill.  It  is  only  to  last  for 
tvo  years,  and  I  do  not  think  that,  in 
the  course  of  those  two  years,  the  posi- 
tions of  the  Church  and  Nonconformity 
are  likely  to  be  altered  relatively  to  any 
material  extent.  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Government  is  there  any  limit  whatever 
to  their  desire  to  force  measures  of  this 
kind  upon  Wales  ?  We  have  asked  for 
measures  in  which  the  Welsh  people  are 
interested,  but  every  request  of  that  kind 
has  been  refused,  no  matter  how 
reasonable  it  may  have  been.  We  do 
not  ask  for  this  Bill ;  we  only  ask  to  be 
'Ox^lited  from  its  operation,  and  surely 
that  IS  a  reasonable  demand  on  our  part. 
I  hope  that  hon.  Gentlemen  will  not  allow 
their  hostility  to  Welsh  Nonconformity 
to  carry  them  beyond  due  bounds.  They 
have  a  large  majority ;  let  them  use  it 
■with  mercy.  Of  course,  if  they  choose 
to  refuse  every  request  that  is  made  by 
the  representatives  of  Wales,  I  can  only 
warn  them  that  the  time  is  coming  when 
the  people  of  Wales  will  again  vote 
against  them  with  practical  unanimity. 

New  clause  (Extent  of  Act)— (1/r. 
Lewis) — brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
timel 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
-"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Sm  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  moved  this  Amendment  has 
spoken  with  much  feeling  -of  the  work 
<£)ne  by  Welsh  Nonconformists.  I  can 
assure  him  that  he  is  piistaken  in  sup- 
posing there  is  on  this  side  of  the  House 
any  feeling  of  hostility  towards  Noncon- 
formity in  Wales.  '  But  there  was  one 
omission  which  I  did  note  in  his  speech, 
«id  that  was  that  he  made  no  reference 
to  the  excellent  work  which  has  also  been 
done  by  the  Church  of  Wales.  After  all, 
we  are  not  engaged  upon  a  Disestablish- 
ment Bill.  I  am  not  going  to  follow  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  that  portion  of  his 
nieech,  ^though  I  shall  be  prepared  when 
the  occasion  arises  to  deal  with  that 
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question.    This  Bill  cannot  be  converted 

into  a  means  of  discussing  the  propriety 
of  keeping  up  the  Established  Church  in 
Wales,  and  everyone  will  agree  that,  as 
long  as  that  Established  Church  exists, 
and  as  long  as  the  clergyman  in  Wales 
I  is  paid  out  of  the  tithe  rent-charge,  his 

fnevance  is  exactly  the  same  as  that  of 
is  English  brother.  There  is  no  possible 
,  difCerence.  He  does  the  same  work,  he 
I  is  paid  in  the  same  way,  and  he  has  the 
same  unjust  burdens  inflicted  on  him. 
I  We  have  decided  that  those  burdens  are 
unjust,  and  I  confess  it  strikes  me  that 
this  Amendment  trenches  most  seriously 
upon  the  work  which  this  Committee  has 
already  done. .  We  have  passed  the  first, 
clause,  providing  that  the  owner  of  tithe 
rent-charge  attached  to  a  benefice  shall 
be  relieved  of  one-half  of  his  rates,  and' 
really  It  would  have  been  better  if  the 
attempt  to  exclude  Wales  had  been  made 
when  that  clause  was  under  consideration. 
This  is  an  endeavour  to  go  back  upon 
what  the  Committee  has  already  decided. 
With  re^rd  to  the  proposal  that  no 
deduction  shall  be  made  from  the  sums- 
payable  to  local  authonties  in  Wales  and 
Monmouthshire  on  account  of  the  Estate 
Duty  Grant,  by  reason  of  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  I  think  the  hon.  Member  will 
see  on  reflection  that  he  is  mistaken  in' 
the  idea  that  this  money  is  taken  directly 
from  the  Welsh  ratepayers.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  it  is  taken  out  of  the  sum  which 
would  otherwise  go  into  the  Local  Taxa- 
tion Account,  and  the  burden  is  dis- 
tributed over  the  whole  country  in  a 
manner  which  we  spent  the  greater  part 
of  yesterday  in  discussing.  It  is  not  a 
burden  which  is  specially  and  exclusively 
inflicted  on  Wales.  If  I  understand  the 
latter  part  of  the  Amendment  aright,  it  is 
proposed  that  there  should  be  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888, 
and  that  there  should  be  an  addition 
made  to  the  sum  given  to  each  Welsh 
county.  But  we  have  already  decided 
how  the  money  required  under  this  Bill  is 
to  be  obtained,  and  I  respectfully  ask  the 
Committee  not  to  undo  the  work  it  did 
yesterday. 

*Mr.  J.  H.  ROBERTS  :  I  do  not  pro- 
propose  to  detain  the  Committee  many 
minutes,  for  I  think  the  action  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  Wales  has  been  shown 
with  sufficient  vigour  during  these  Debates. 
I  should  like,  however,  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reply  to  the  speech  we  have  just 
listened  to.    I  have  not  a  single  word  to 
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say  against  the  Welsh  clergy,  but  I  will 
point  out  that,  owing  to  the  circum- 
stances in  which  they  are  placed  in  regard 
to  their  religious  work  in  Wales,  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  for  them  to  do  for 
Wales  what  is  being  done  by  their  fel- 
low cler^  in  Englaud  and  elsewhere. 
What  I  wish  to  point  out  is  that,  whereas 
in  England  the  country  as  a  whole  will 
Bubsci^  to  the  carrying  out  of  the 
financial  proposals  of  this  Bill,  the  same 
thing  has  to  be  done  in  Wales  with  this 
difference,  that  in  England  the  feeling 
may  not  be  so  very  strong  againgst  this 
Bill  financially,  whereas  the  feeling  in 
Wales  is  overwhelmingly  against  it. 
There  are  two  or  three  practical  con- 
siderations to  which  1  wish  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Committee.  First  of  all, 
the  financial  position  of  Wales  is  not  that 
of  England.  I  do  not  say  that  Wales  is 
a  poor  country,  but  it  is  much  poorer 
than  England,  and  less  able  to  bear  the 
burden  which  this  Bill  imposes.  I  will 
give  the  Committee  two  or  three  facts 
with  regard  to  that  point.  In  England 
income  tax  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  £6  4s.  2d. 
per  hea4,  whereas  in  Wales  it  is  only 
£4  8s.  lOd.  In  1890,  under  Schedule  D, 
England  paid  at  the  rate  of  £10  la.  2d., 
and  Wales  at  only  £4  18s.,  or  less  than 
half.  The  next  practical  consideration 
is  that  the  local  authorities  in  Wales 
hare  made  good  use  of  the  money  handed 
'to  them  through  the  Local  Taxation 
Account.  I  do  not  suppose  there  is  a 
single  set  of  county  councils  which  has 
so  effectually  and  usefully  expended  the 
money  at  their  command  for  the  edu- 
cation and  higher  interests  of  the 
country  than  the  Welsh  County  Councils. 
Further  I  would  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  amount  received  from 
Treasury  subventions  in  Wales  is  not  as 
great  as  it  is  in  England.  In  England  the 
rate  of  7^d.  per  head;  in  Wales  in  1890 
it  was  only  5|d.  The  third  point  that  I 
desire  to  make  has  reference  to  what  has 
been  done  by  Nonconformists  in  Wales. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  Committee 
realises  the  extent  of  the  sacrifices  which 
the  Nonconformists  of  Wales  have  made, 
and  are  prepared  to  make,  for  the  higher 
interests  of  the  country.  In  Wales  the 
Welsh  Presbyterians  sulucribed  during  last 
year  nearly  £260,000  for  various  religious 
piupoaes,  and  the^  are  onl^  one  out  at  the 
tour  Nonconformist  sects  m  Wales.  Is  it 
not  strange,  therefore,  that  this  miserable 
pittance  provided  by  the  Kll  should  have 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bdberis. 
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to  be  paid  by  the  general  tax-payers 
of    the    country  towards    further  in- 
creasing the  endowment  of  the  clergy 
of  the  Church  of  England?  Further, 
with  regard  to  the  Welsh  clergy,  I  believe, 
if  I  have  not  misread  their  character,  that 
they  will  not  personally  welcome  the 
financial  proposals  of  tms  KU.    It  must 
be  remembered  that  the  position  of  the 
Nonconformist  Church  in  Wales  ia  an 
essential  factor  in  the  Bill  now  before  us. 
I  wish  to  reiterate  the  point  mentioned 
by  my  hon.  friend,  that  the  Established 
Church  in  Wales  is  in  a  decided  minority ; 
that  it  is  the  church  of  the  rich,  and  tlwb 
it  has  in  the  past  ranged  itself  against  the 
national  aspirations  of  the  country.  That 
is  an  histoncal  fact.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
have  the  exceptional  position  occupied  by 
the  Nonconformists.    They  embrace  the 
large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  country,, 
and  they  have  also  identified  themselves 
very  closely  during  the  last  fifty  years  with 
every  effort  to  advance  the  higher  interests 
of  the  country.    Although  I  know  this 
Bill  is  bound  to  pass,  it  remains  the  fa.ct 
that  the  overwhelming  feeling  in  Wales 
is  against  it.    If  it  is  unjust,  as  I  believe 
it  is  to  England,  it  is  far  more  luijust  to 
Wales.    I  myself  am  driven  to  the  con- 
clusion year  by  year  that  you  will  not  be 
able  to  legislate  in  harmony  with  the 
feeling  of  the  people  of  Wales  until  we 
have  some  fundamental  change  in  the 
machinery  of  Parb'ament,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  such  a  change  must  be  made 
before  Wales  can  realise  her  just  aspira- 
tions.   I  beg  to  support  the  new  clause. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN :  I  appeal 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  to 
have  some  consideration  for  thepeople  <^ 
Wales.  You  are  imposing  on  Wales  this 
Bill  against  which  the  AVelsh  peeple  em- 
phatically protest.  It  is  a  measure  to 
subsidise  the  Church  of  En^and,  axvA.  any- 
body who  has  the  least  acquaintance  with 
Welsh  social  and  political  life  knows 
perfectly  well  that  one  of  the  great  causes 
of  estrangement  between  Welshmen  and 
Englishmen  is  the  existence  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church  in  Wales.  This  proposal 
may  be  said  to  be  a  somewhat  small  one 
and  to  affect  a  meritorious  class,  but  small 
as  it  is  it  is  none  the  less  irritating.  We 
ourselves  complained  not  long  ago  against 
the  policy  of  pin-pricks.  This  is  some- 
thing more  than  a  pin-prick,  because  it  is 
opposed  to  the  natitmu  sentiment  of  the 
country,  which  has  declared  itoelf  folly 
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and  emphatically  against  it.  By  this  Bill 
you  are,  at  the  cost  of  Noncon- 
formists and  Churchmen  alike,  giving 
relief  to  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England.  It  is  the  Church  of  the  rich, 
and  in  parish  after  parish  in  Wales  you 
will  £nd  that  the  only  persons  who  attend 
the  church  are  the  parson  and  his  family 
and  one  or  two  country  gentlemen.  The 
Solicitor-General  said  that  this  was  not  a 
Disestablishment  Debate.  But  Disestab- 
lishment is  nevertheless  somewhat  in- 
volved in  what  we  are  doing  to-night.  It 
is  perfectly  true  that  in  agricultural  dis- 
tricts a  considerable  portion  of  the  money 
required  will  come,  not  from  the  country 
districts,  but  from  the  towns ;  but,  for  alt 
that,  the  country  districts  will  still  have 
to  pay. 

*Thr  CHAIR  MAX  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  straying  from  the 
point. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  :  I  was 
only  replying  to  an  argument  on  the 
other  side,  but  I  will  not  pursue  it.  An- 
other argument  of  the  Solicitor-General 
was  that  the  clergy  grievance  is  the  same 
in  England  and  in  Wales.  We  say  that 
by  the  methods  you  are  adopting  you  may 
remedy  a  clergy  grievance,  but  you  are 
creating  a  ratepayers'  grievance,  and 
therefore  you  are  only  shifting  the 
burden.  In  Wales  that  grievance  will  be 
felt  much  more  strongly  than  in  England, 
because  of  the  strong  hostility  between 
the  Church  of  England  and  the  other  de- 
nominations. Now,  I  wish  to  make  an 
appeal  to  Churchmen  on  the  other  side. 
Do  they  think  they  arc  really  aiding  the 
cause  of  the  Church  of  England  in  sup- 
porting this  Bill  "{ 

•The  chairman  :  I  must  call  the 
hon.  Member's  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  only  question  before  the  Committee 
is  whether  Wales  should  or  should  not  be 
exempt  from  this  Bill. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN:  I  was 
trying,  I  am  afraid  imperfectly,  to  bring 
forward  reasons  why  Wales  should  be 
exempt,  and  I  will  conclude  my  remarks 
by  an  appeal  to  Ohurchmen,in  the  interests 
of  the  Church  of  England,  to  grant  the 
concession  asked  for  by  this  clause. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  The 
reasons  why  this  Amendment  has  been 
moved  have  been  stated  so  fully  and  so 
well  by  several  Members  representing 
Welsh  constituencies  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  me,  with  less  perfect  knowledge, 

V  OL.  LXXIV.   [Fourth  Series]. 


j  to  go  into  them  at  length.    Nobody  can 
j  deny  that  this  is  a  very  reasonable  and 
I  important  Amendment.    I  am  supporting 
I  it,  politically  speaking,  very  much  against 
'  my  own  views,  if  I  have  any  Party  feeling 
in  the  matter.    That  which  I  should  most 
,  desire  is  that  this  Amendment  should  be 
i  rejected,  fori  do  not  know  anything  that 
,  would  have  a  greater  efTect  in  eradicating 
the  tares  which  have  been  sown  in  the 
'  Liberal  whe.it  in  Wales.  From  that  point 
of  view  the  rejection  of  the  Amendment 
would  be  advantageous.    It  is  absolutely 
impossible  that  this  Government  could 
have  proposed   a  measure  which  could 
,  be  more  bitterly  opposed  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  \\'aies.  The 
majority  of  the  Welsh  people  are  attached 
:  to  Nonconformity.     That  will  not  be 
I  denied  for  a  moment.    Hitherto  it  has 
I  been  the  boast  of  the  Church  of  England 
i  that  it  relied  on  its  own  pecuniary 
'  resources.     But  now  for  the  first  time  a 
!  demand   is   made   on  the  general  tax- 
payer, who  has  no  particular  connection 
\  with  the  Church,  to  subsidise  the  clergy 
of  the  Established  Church.    That  is  an 
entirely   new   feature   in   the  relations 
between  the  Church  and  the  population, 
and  the  Church  will  no  longer  lie  able  to 
■  say,  like  the  Nonconformist  denomina- 
tions, that  it  costs  nothing  to  the  people. 
My  opinion  is  that  this  is  an  act  of  injustice 
generally,  but  above  all  it  is  an  act  of 
special  injustice  to  such  a  pcmulation  as 
that  of  Wales.     I  have  no  desire  to  go 
;  into  all  the  considerations  which  certainly, 
;  I  think,  ought  to  give  the  Committee 
I  pause  before  passing  such  a  measure  as 
I  this  against  the  will  of  the  Welsh  people. 
I  Never  was  a  measure  designed  by  the 
j  Imperial   Parliament  which   has  more 
wantonly  and  more  unjustly  irritated  the 
,  sentiments  of  the  Wel^h  people,  and  for 
j  that  reason  I  shall  heartily  support  the 
clause. 

Mr.  long  :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  appealed  to  us  on  behalf  of  Wales  not 
to  include  Wales  in  this  Bill.  I  am 
bound  to  say  I  am  surprised  at  the 
grounds  on  w-hich  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man supported  the  claun  made  by  the 
Welsh  Members.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  referred,  as  several  hon. 
Members  have  referred,  to  the  position  of 
the  Established  Church  in  Wales,  and  to 
the  power  of  the  Nonconformists.  As  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  said  earlier  in 
the  evening,  nobody  here  is  prepared 
or  desires  to  contest  in  the  smallest  ^gree 
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the  efforts  made  by  Nonconformity  in 
Wales  for  the  progress  of  Christianity  and 
education.  On  the  contrary  we  desire 
heartily  to  endorse  them.  That,  how- 
ever is  not  a  question  which  is  germane  to 
the  dlBcussion.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, if  he  dedred  to  support  the  case  of 
Wales  for  exranption,  ought  at  least  to 
have  shown  that  the  Wel3i  clerical  tithe- 
owner  does  not  suffer  under  those  disa- 
bilities which  have  been  established  over 
and  over  again  during  these  Debates  to 
exist  with  regard  to  clerical  tithe-owners 
in  England.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
have  not  attempted  to  show  that  there  is 
any  other  ratepayer  whose  liability  is  the 
same  as  the  clerical  owner  of  tithe  or  who 
pays  in  the  same  proportion  for  local 
expenses.  It  is  rather  late  in  the  day 
now  to  contest  that.  It  is  perfectly  well 
known  that  the  position  of  the  owner  of 
clerical  tithe  in  Wales  is  not  in  any  de- 
gree different  from  that  of  the  owner  of 
tithe  rentKiharge  in  England.  No  argu- 
ment has  been  advanced  against  that,  and 
that  being  the  case  I  submit  that  no 
ground  whatever  has  been  made  out  for 
the  acceptance  of  this  clause.  The  Com- 
mittee has  already  decided  that  a  certain 
amount  of  rate  should  bo  repaid,  and  that 
a  sum  should  be  found  from  a  particular 
source,  and  I  submit  that  to  exempt 
Wales  on  the  ground  that  Nonconformity 
is  in  the  majority,  or  that  the  Established 
Church  is  in  a  minority,  or  that  sectarial 
differences  of  opinion,  which  I  hope  and 
believe  are  subsiding,  exist  is  to  make  an 
unreasonable  proposition  which  I  hope  the 
Committee  will  reject. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  has 
talked  about  a  subject  of  which  he  knows 

very  little.    ("No,  no.")    I  do  not  sup- 
pose for  a  moment  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  contend  that  he  is  an 
authority  on    ecclesiastical  matters  in 
Wales.    I  have  already  paid  my  tribute 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  his  con- 
duct of  this  Bill,  but  as  regards  AVales  he 
is  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  authority  at 
all.    Without  going  over  the  ground  so 
excellently  traveraed  by  my  hon.  friends, 
and  so  admirably  dealt  with  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
>Ionmouthshire,  I  will  deal  with  the 
matter  from  a  somewhat  different  stand- 
point.   The  case  against  the  Bill  does  not 
merely  depend   upon   the   injustice  of 
making  Wales  subscribe  out  of  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  country  for  an  alien  church. 
If  anything,  it  is  still  more  unjust  that 
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the  Welsh  people  should  be  called  upon 
not  merely  to  contribute  to  the  Church  in 
Wales,  but  also  to  contribute  very  largely 
to  the    maintenance  of  the  Church  in 
England.     I  desire  to  protest  against 
these  public  moneys  being  given  to  the 
support  of  the  Church  in  the  Princi- 
pality,    but    I    still    more  strongly 
protest  against   taking   public  money 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the    Welsh  tax- 
payers to  support  the  Church  in  England. 
Now,  the  case  lies  in  a  nutshell.  The 
parochial  incumbents  in  Wales  do  not 
receive  a  very  large  amount  of  tithe.  I 
believe  it  will  be  admitted  that,  on  the 
whole,  the  Welsh  clergyman  has  a  smaller 
living  on  the  average  than  the  English 
clergyman.    The  whole  amount  of  the 
tithe  rent-charge  in  the  twelve  counties  of 
the  Principality  is  £237,000.  Therefore, 
the  sum  given  under  this  Bill,  propor- 
tionately speaking,  to  the  Welsh  clergy- 
men is  not  very  largo.    I  think  the  whole 
sum  amounts  to  something  liks  £8,000. 
Twelve  counties  in  England,  however, 
receive  in  tithe  rent-charge  exactly  ten 
times  as  much  as  the  twelve  in  the  Prin- 
cipality.   So  far  as  the  individual  clergy- 
man is  concerned,  I  do  not  think  that 
many  of  us  on  this  side  of  the  House 
would  object  to  the  Welsh  clergyman 
having   the    money.     The  individual 
parson  in  AVales  is  not  a  very  unpopular 
person.     He  is  rendered  unpopular  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  the  I^stablishment 
is  against  him,  but  individually  he  is 
regarded  as  rather  a  goorl  fellow.  Hon. 
Members   who   know   Wales   best  can 
testify  to  the  fact  that  if  there  is  a 
worthless  son  or  scallywag  he  is  sent 
to  the   Church,    and,  as   a  rule,  on 
that    very    ground    he    is    a  very 
good    fellow    individimlly.  ^\'hatever 
you  may  say  about  Welsh  clergymen, 
they  are  really  not  half  as  bad  be^ara  as 
English  clergymen  are.    They  receive  less 
money,  and  they  do  not  complain.  More- 
over, the  Welsh  clergymen   have  not 
really  asked  for  the  money  which  you  are 
going  to  give  under  this  Bill.    I  am  sure 
the  hon.   Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Swansea  will  not  get  up  and  say  that 
there  has  been  anything  like  the  demand 
for  this  relief  among  the  Welsh  clergy 
that  we  have  seen  exhibited  in  England. 
But  if  the  Welsh  Church  is  increasing  as 
has  been  stated,  why  do  not  its  supporters 
maintain  their  own  clei^ymen  if  their 
clergymen  desire  a  better  living?  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  the  House  will 
see  going  into  the  Division  Lobby  in  favour 
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of  the  Government  and  against  this 
Amendment  a  single  Member  for  a  con- 
stituency in  Wales.  Those  Gentleman 
■dare  not  vote,  if  they  desire  to  seek  re- 
election, in  favour  of  this  Bill.  I  contend 
that  a  hardship  arises  not  only  because 
this  money  is  taken  from  the  pockets  of 
the  Welsh  taxpayer  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Welsh  clergymen  who  are  not  asking  for 
it,  but  that  given  is  given  in  a  much  larger 
measure  for  the  support  of  the  clergy  of 
the  Church  of  England.  I  therefore  nope 
we  shall  be  perfectly  solid  in  opposing  the  ! 
proposal  of  the  Government.  I 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Gla ! 
morgui^ir^  Khondda)  :  In  rising  at  this  i 
hour  of  the  morning  my  only  reason  is  I 
that  I  want  to  enter  my  protest  against 
any  further  endowment  of  the  Church  of 
England  in  Wales.  Hon,  and  right  hon. 
Members  have  said  that  Wales  has  no 
particular  grounds  of  its  own  for  rejecting 
this  Bill.  But  allow  me  to  say,  Sir,  that 
if  there  were  but  one,  that  one  being 
that  it  is  the  Church  of  England  in  W^ales, 
and  not  the  Church  of  Wales  in  W^ales, 
that  is  sufficiently  differential  to  base 
upon  the  plea  that  it  should  not  be  forced 
upon  the  Principality.  Some  of  my  Welsh 
friends  have  urged  the  argument  that  the 
regrettable  neglectby  the  Church  of  Eng- 
iiitid  of  the  interest  of  the  Welsh  people  in 
AVales  is  a  sutficient  reason  why  this  Bill 
should  not  be  applied  to  Wales.  To  this 
I  agree.  And  no  one  here  cares  to  deny 
the  facts,  the  historical  facts  regarding  the 
neglect  of  the  Church  in  Wales  during 
tliis  period.  That  regrettable  fact  is  always 
kept  green  in  the  minds  of  the  Welsh 
people  that  read  the  description  given 
of  that  time  l)y  the  hymnologist  from 
Pantycelyn  w^hen  he  said  — 

*'  Pan  oetlil  cymru  gynt  yn  gonweder  melon 
annuviol  farwol  liun  Heft  n*  phre«pitar  na 
Fieirade  Nac  un  E^tgoli  ar  ddihan." 

(Loud  laughter.)     Hon,  Members  may 
laugh,  but  it  is  too  true  all  the  same. 
"What  further  proof  does   this  House 
need  of  the  futility  of  the  Church  trying , 
to  teach  the  Welsh  people  religion  in  a  ' 
foreign  tongue  than  the  fact  that  even  hon. 
Mendwrs  laugh  at  the  very  same  tongue  j 
vhen  now  used  1    However,  this  is  not 
the  point  I  intended  to  urge  upon  the  [ 
consideration  of  this  House  when  I  rose. 
I  think  that  it  is  high  time  that  this 
Deltate  was  risen  to  a  higher  ground,  i 
The  House,  so  far,  has  intereste*!  itself ' 
with  what  wilt  be  effect  of  this  measure 
upon  the  mechanism  of  the  Church ;  but  I ' 
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want  to  know  what  efTect  it  will  have 
upon  the  Church  as  a  moral  power  in 
the  land.     I  have  been  waiting  to  hear 
whether  some  of  my  Welsh  friends  on  the 
other  side  would  have  a  word  to  say  in  de- 
fence of  the  real  Church  in  this  matter. 
I  freely  admit  that  the  Church  in  Wales  has 
done  some  good  there,  during  the  last  decade 
especially.    And  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  that  good  will  be  sorely  impeded  by 
the  effect  of  this  Bill.    I  freely  admit 
that  I  did  not  think  there  was  so  much 
in  this  Bill  until  I  heard  the  important 
statement  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture when  opposing  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  the  senior  Member 
for  Merthyr.    He  then  said  that  if  that 
Amendment  was  carried  it  would  take 
away  50  per  cent,  of  the  funds  avail- 
able for  the  use  of  this  Bill.    If  that  be 
the  case,  and  that  50  per  cent,  of  the 
money  for  the  relief  of  the  clergy  is 
going  to  come  out  of  a  fund  which  goes 
to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  what  la  to  be- 
come of  the  relationship  between  the 
clergy — the  incumbent,   the   vicar,  and 
especially  the  curate — that  administer  to 
the  poor,  and  the  poor  which  they  ad- 
minister to  ?     One  of  the  grcjit  <ligni- 
taries  of  the  Church  said  only  the  other 
day  "that  the  people,  and  especially  the 
poor  among  the  people,  should  understand 
and  feel  that  the  Church  existed  for  them." 
If,  then,  the  clergy  were  going  to  curtail 
their  contributions  to  the  poor  fund 
to  the  tune  of  between  £40.000  and 
£50,000,  would  they  expect  tlio  poor  in 
the  land  to  believe  any  longer  that  those 
clergy  had  any  sympathy  with  them  ?  If, 
then,  the  efTect  of  this  Bill  will  I)e  to  kill 
that  good  feeling  between  the  clergy  in 
the  Church  and  the  poor  people  which 
they  administer   to,  what    will  become 
of  the  Church— the    real  moral  power 
of  that  Church  upon  the  poor  which 
it    professes    to    exist    for  ?  Can- 
not   hon.    and   right    hoif.  ^lembers 
see  that  one  of  the  direct  effects  of  this 
must  be  to  destroy  the  influence  of  the 
Church  as  a  moral  power  in  the  land  ? 
I    would,    therefore,   appeal    to  hon. 
-Members    for  Wales   to    support  this 
Amendment  for  the  sake  of  the  Church 
itself.    And  I  would  ask  them,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  and  its  advocates  in 
Wales,  to  well  consider,  I)efore  casting 
their  votes  in  this  matter,  whether  it  is 
the  interest  of  the  clergy  in  the  Church 
or  the  Church  itself,  including  its  poor, 
they  are  here  to  defend. 
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Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  I  very  much 
regret  that  the  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment  have   not   thought  fit  to  tackle 
the  arguments  which  have  been  advanced 
by  hon.  ilembera  for  AVales  in  favour  of  j 
this  motion.    The  Solicitor-General  ob- 1 
jected  to  the  Amendment  on  purely  | 
technical  ^ouikIp,  but  surely  this  matter  j 
is  far  too  important  to  be  put  aside  by 
the  raising  of  mere  technicalities.    It  is  a 
matter  oi  justice  to  the  whole  of  the  ! 
people  of  the  Piincipality,  and  a  mere  ' 
technical  argument  is  not  a  sufficient . 
answer.    The  President  of  the  Board  of  • 
Agriculture  said  that  the  mere  fact  that 
a  vast  majority  of  the  Welsh  people  were  , 
opposed  to  the  Establishment  altogether  i 
was  a  perfectly  irrelevant  argument.   But  i 
8iu%ly  he  cannot   say  that.     We   pay ' 
annually  something  like  £300,000  to  the  j 
Church  out  of  our  national  endowment,  I 
and  the  Government  come  down,  in  spite  i 
of  our  protest,  and  say,  "  We  ask  you  | 
people  in  AVales  to  add  to  that  endow- , 
ment  by  £8,000  a  year."   That  is  a  very  ! 
unfair  thing  to  do.    They  have  excluded  ^ 
Ireland  and  they  have  excluded  Scotland  i 
from  the  operation  of  the  Bill,  but  every  , 
argument  that  can  be  advanced  for  ex- 
cluding Ireland  and  Scotland  can  also 
be  advanced  for  excluding  Wales.    This  j 
arrangement  is  repudiated  by  the  vast 
majority   of    the   Welsh    people.  A 
Welsh  nobleman  has  written  a  letter 
within  the   last    few   days  in  which  i 
he    says    that,    though   a  supporter 
of  the  Government,  he  has  subscribed 
quite  enough  already  to  the  Church  of  , 
England  in  Wales,  and  will  not  subscribe 
a   single    penny   piece   more  towards 
maintaining  a  Church  whose  doctrines  are  , 
hostile  to  the  Keforraation.    And  yet  the 
people  of  Wales,  four-fifths  of  whom  dis- 
believe the  doctrines  of  the  Church  root ' 
and  branch,  are  called  upon  to  subscribe, 
not  £50  or  £100,  but  £8,000  a  year 
towards  the  maintenance  of  this  Church,  , 
Surely  that  is  a  monstrous  proposition, 
especially  in  the  present  state  of  the ! 
Church  of  England  in  Wales  and  outside. 
I  have  not  heard  in  the  course  of  this 
Debate  that  the  main  principle  laid  dow^n 
by  hon.  Members  for  Wales   has  been 
challenged,  namely,  that  the  vast  majority 
of  the  people  disavow  the  services  of  the 
Church.    I  submit  that  that  is  a  very 
relevant   consideration.      What   is  the 
ground  on  which  this  Bill  has  been  intro- 
duced 1   One  is  that  it  is  for  professional 
services  rendered,    ^^'ho,  in  Wales,  has 
called  for  those  services?    Who  wants 
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them  ?  The  people  say,  "  We  don't  want 
the  serWces."  Why  should  they  be  called 
upon  to  pay  for  them  1  How  many  people 
came  before  the  Commission  to  represent 
the  people  of  Wales  t  The  only  layman 
was  the  hon.  Member  for  Tunbridge,, 
but  he  is  not  a  Welsh  member.  The  hon. 
Member  comes  from  Denbighshire.  He 
toils  night  and  day  for  the  promotion  of  the 
interests  of  our  National  Church — of  the 
National  Church  of  the  Welsh  people, 
we  are  told.  And  vet  he  has  not  been 
able  to  find  a  single  seat  in  Wales  ta 
return  him  as  amenober  !  (Interruption.) 
Yes,  the  hon.  Member  has  not  tried,  be- 
cause he  knows  perfectly  well  he  has  not 
the  remotest  chance.  If  his  views  com- 
mended themselves  to  the  people  of  Den» 
bighshire,  where  he  resides,  surely  with  his 
ability  he  would  have  found  a  seat  in  that 
particular  county.  And  who  is  the  other 
witness  who  came  before  this  Commission  ? 
He  is  a  Welsh  rector.  What  is  his  case  t 
He  is  paid  net  tithe  amounting  to 
£279  28.  2d.  The  whole  population  of 
his  parish  is  about  450.  Four-fifths  of 
the  population  attend  the  Calvinistic 
,  Methodist  place  of  worship,  and  very  few 
of  the  rest  ever  attend  the  parish  church. 
Here  is  a  gentleman  who  is  receiving 
£279  for  his  services  for  the  whole  of  the 
parish,  whilst  the  minister  of  the  real 
parish  church — the  minister  who  attends 
to  four-fifths  of  the  population — is  not 
I  paid  one-half  that  this  gentleman  is  paid. 
And  yet  the  rector  comes  and  says,  "  It  is. 
true  I  do  not  minister  to  this  population,. 
I  it  is  true  that  I  only  do  one-fifth  of  the 
work  for  which  I  am  paid,  but  I  ask  that 
vol  should  give  me  a  rise  in  my  salary." 
,  It  is  exactly  as  if  the  Local  Government 
Board  were  to  impose  a  medical  officer 
upon  a  particular  district,  and,  in  spite 
'  of  the  fact  that  the  district  did  not  want 
^  his  services,  did  not  l)elie\*e  in  him,  and 
preferred  to  pay  their  own  doctor,  were 
.  obliged  to  appoint  him,  and  give  him  an 
increase  of  salary.  Something  has  been 
I  said  about  hon.  Members  for  Wales  who 
sit  on  the  opposite  side.  A  short  time 
ago  the  Leader  of  the  Conservative  party 
!  in  A\'ales  was  in  the  House,  but  not  a 
word  has  he  said  in  support  of  this  pro- 
i  posal.  I  should  like  to  know  what  he^ 
has  to  say  about  this  Amendment.  X 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
;  West  Birmmgham  also  present.  There 
was  a  time  when  he  raised  his  powerful 
voice  in  favour  of  the  Welsh  people,  and 
when  he  insisted  upon  having  theu*  griev- 
'  ances  redressed  in  regard  to  the  Church  ; 
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and  yet  he  is  now  a  member  of  a  Govern- ' 
ment  which  seeks  to  aggravate  that  gjriev- 
aiice,  and  to  impose  an  additional  tax  of  ' 
£8,000  in  favour  of  the  Church  which  he  j 
himself  once  regarded  as  a  source  of  one  I 
of  the  greatest  grievances  of  the  Welsh 
people.    I  think  we  can  appeal  to  him 
at  any  rate  to  put  in  one  worn  in  favour  of 
the  people  of  Wales  in  this  matter.  I 
venture  to  appeal  to  the  Government, 
having  exempted  Ireland  from  the  provi- 
sioDS  of  the  Bill,  and  having  exempted 
Scotland,  to  exempt  Wales.  We  are  asking 
nothing  which  is  unfair.  The  Government 
have  a  perfectly  loyal  and  law-abiding 


population  to  deal  with,  but  instead  of 
redressing  their  grievances  they  aggra- 
vate and  intensify  them  by  propos^  of 
this  character. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVAXS :  May  I  coi- 
rect  one  figure  1  I  gave  the  sum  of 
£8,000  as  being  the  amount  of  the  tax 
made  upon  Wales  in  regard  to  this  Bill. 
That  figure,  I  believe,  is  tuore  accurately 
stated  at  something  under  £6,000. 

Question  put. 

The  C3oramittee  divided: — Ayes,  120; 
Noes,  233.    (Division  List,  Xa  263.) 


Abraham,  William  (Khondda) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atutin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
^yley.  Thomaw  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
.BilUn,  Alfred 
Birrell,  AuguHtine 
Bolton,  Thonian  Dolling 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bimis,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
■Campbell  Bannemian,  Sir  H. 
Caatton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  All»ton 
Clftfk.Dr.G.  B.  (Caitimess-8h.) 
Colville,  John 
CoDdoD,  Tlioiiias  Jo!*eph 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Crombie,  John  William 
■Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Balziel,  James  Henry 
Daviw,  M.  Vauclian-(Cardigaii 
Dantt^  Michael 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Donglaa,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duckworth,  James 

Donn,  Sir  William  I 

Edwuds,  Owen  Morgan  | 

Ellis,  John  Edward 

Evans,  Samuel  T.(Olamorgan)  ' 

Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (S'thampton) 

Evershed,  Sydney 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster.Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 


Allhnsen,  Augusttui  Henry  £. 
AIlsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Ueynell 
Arebdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Bt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Cap  t.  JoHCeline  FitzRoy 
Baulie,  Janie8E.B.  (Inverness) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarree,  Lord 
Balfonrjtt.  Hoil  A.  J.  (Manch'r 


AYES. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Frod 
Gurdon,  Sir  William  Brampton 
Harcourt.RtHon.SirWiIlliam  ! 
Hayne,  Kt.  Hn.  Charlert  Seale- 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  Chaa.  H. 
HoIland.Wm.  H.  (York.W.K.)  , 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C.  ■ 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David BrynnioriSwans'a  , 
JoQ&t,  William  (Camarvonsh.  ' 
Kcartey,  Hudson  E.  j 
Kilbride,  DenLs  i 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
LeeRe,Sir Joseph  F.  (Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lenty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonneU,DrMA(Queen'ftC) 
M'Crae,  Georee 
M'Dermott,  ^triok 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mendl,  Sigisnmnd  Ferdinand 
Morgan,  j!Lli>yd(  Carmarthen ) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.(Devonport) 
Nusaey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

NOES. 

Balfonr,RtHnGeraidW.(Leeda 
Banborj',  Frederick  George 
Hames,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,RtHnAHSmith-(Hunts 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Planket 
Beacb,Rt.Hn.SirM.  H.(Bristol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Braesfonl,  Lord  Charles 
Bhowna^ree,  Sir  M.  M. 


Oldrovd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Korthumb.) 
Pickersgill,  Eilward  Hare 
Pilkin},ton,Siii;.  A.  (lAne8,SW 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryboi^h 
Randell,  David 
Reckett,  Harold  James 
Rickett.  J.  C'ompton 
Roberta,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scott,  Cbas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charies  E.  (Stafl'ord) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  PliiHp  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Do  mil  (Westoiemi) 
Tliomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgaii,E. 
Thomas,David  Al  fred(  Merthyr 
Walton,  JohnLawson(  Leeds,  S. 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Whiteley,  (ieorge  (Stockport) 
Williams,  John  Carvel  l(Notts) 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
WUson,  Henry  J.(Yor!t,W.R 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Woo<lhouse,Sir  J.  T(  Hudd'rsf  d 
Woods,  Saiimel. 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Aybs— 

Mr.  Herbert  (iladstone  and 

Mr.  M'Arthur 


Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cof  mo  Onne 
BoBcawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montaga 
Bnllard,  Sir  HariT 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  Geori 
CarUle,  WilUam  Wi 
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CavemliHli,  H.  F.  {N.  Lanes.)  ■ 
Cavendish,  V.  ( ■.  W. ( Deibyt^li. ) 
Cayz,er,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil  Evelyn  (Hertforil,  l-^st) 
Gh^oner.  Cnptain  K.  G.  W. 
Gbaniberlaiii,  lU.  Hii.J.(Binn. 
Clianilierlaiii.JAusten  (Worc'r 
Charriiijiton,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  \'iscoiint 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Tlios.  H.  A.E. 
Codilin^on  Sir  William 
Goghill,  Dou  glas  Hany 
Cotien,  Jlenjaliiin  Louia 
ColliQifH,  Ht.  Hon.  Jetuie 
Colomh,  Sir  J.  (.'liarles  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alw\Tie 
Comwalli?!,  Fieniies  Stan  ley  M'. 
Cotton-Jo<lrell,Col.  Edw.T.I). 
Cox,IrwinE(hvard  ( liainbridge 
CroBS,  Alexamier  (Glaagowl 
Cross,Herli.  Sheplierd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
CnrzoD,  A'iscouDt 
Dalbiac.  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalryniple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickson- Poynder.  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningahy  Kalph 
Dixon-Hartlaim,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doughty,  (Jcorge 
Douglas,  Kt,  Hon.  A,  Akers- 
DouglaH-Pennant,  Hon.  £.  8. 
DozFfird,  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 

Dunconilie,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke.Rt.Hn.  SirWilliamHart 
Etliot,  Hon.  H.  Kalpli  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  (ieorge 
Fellowew,  Hon.  Ail  wyu  Edward 
Finch,  (leonra  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  AVilUam  Hayes 
Fison,  Fre<lerick  Wuliam 
Foster,  Colonel  j;Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harrj-  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  W  illiani  Johnson 
Gedge,  iAydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLnd.) 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
GodHon,Sir  August  us  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edwanl 
Go8chen,Kt.Hn.G.J.(S,G'rge'9 
GoHchen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
GreeUjWalf ordD,  ( W'dnesbury 
Greene,  W.  R.-  (Canibs.) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gall,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Cliarles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
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Haniilton,Rt.  Hn.Lord  George 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurenre 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hennon-Hodge,  Kobt.  Trotter 
Hill.  Sir  Edw.  Stock  (Brb^tol) 
HohhoHSe.  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldswortlt,  Sir  Wni.  Henry 
Houston.  R.  P. 
Howell,  William  Tn<lor 
Hozier.  Hn.  James  Henrj-Cecil  ■ 
HuhbanI,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson. Ciipt.  G.W.  Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverbouse 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jolliiie,  Hon.  n.  George 
Kemp,  George 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfre«l 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
La wson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londonderry) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.Edw.H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henrj-  Currie 
Llewell j-n,  Evan  H.  (Somerset 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Dillwyn-  (Swan. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine  , 
Long,Col.Charle8W(  Evesham  j 
Irf>Dg,  RtHn  Walter  iL'pooI.)  | 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirknian 
Lncaa-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'  I  ver,SirLewis(  Edinburgh  W 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.F 
Mersey-Thonipson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  C.  John 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milton,Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monta^,  Hn.  J.Scott(Hants.) 
Moon,  Eciward  Robert  Pacy 
More,Roht.Ja8per(Shrop8hu'e) 
Morgan,  Hn-  Fred(Monm'thsh. 
Morrell,  Geoive  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A  rthurH.  A.(Deptford 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,RtHnAGrahani  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray ,CoLWyndliani  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  Wiluam  Graham 
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Nicol.  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hn.  Sir  H. Stafford 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Percy,- Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmgton,R.(LancB,  Newt«n). 
Piatt- Biggins,  Frederick 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt,-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Kentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l> 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  SirM.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert(Hackney)t 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneiix 
Kussell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sandys,Lieut. -CoLThos-MyteB 
Saunderson,  Rt.  Hn.  Col.  E.  J. 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  E<lward  T. 
Sidebottom.T.  Harrop  (Stalybr 
Siuieon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  James  P.  ((Lanarks.) 
Smith.  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand)- 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,Hn.Arthur{Ormskirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M- 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stmtt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Hiimphrj- Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomtoo,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.E. Howard 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Ward,  Hn.  Robert  A.  (Crewe^ 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lient.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  BrucQ  C.  Veraon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  L. 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
William8,JosephPowell-(Birm. 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehoufte,Rt.Hn.E.R.  (Batik 
Wortley,  Rt  Hon.  C.B.Stuarb 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndluun,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H» 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander  (Berks,  £. 


Tellers  foe  the  Noes— Sir 
WUHam  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstnither. 


Mr.  DALZIEL  :  I  rise  to  moye  a 
motion  on  behalf  of  the  offidals  of  the 
House,  most  of  whcnn  have  now  been  on 
duty  fourteen  hours.  It  was  never  intended 
that  we  should  sit  all  night.   Hiat  is  not 


the  usual  interpretation  of  the  suspension 
of  the  twelve  o'clock  rule ;  it  was  never 
intended  to  sit  longer  than  a  reasonabla 
time,  and  have  we  not  on  the  present 
occasion  sat  long  enough  7   There  are  still 
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several  important  clauses  to  be  dealt 
with,  and  I  beg  to  move  that  progress  be 
reported  and  the  Debate  be  adjourned. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  the  Chairman  do  report  pnwrew; 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."— (JETr.  DaUid.) 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  any  recriminatory 
matter.  I  would  merely  point  out  that 
although  it  is  perfectly  true  that  the  in- 
conTenience  caused  to  all  concerned  is 
considerable,  some  hon.  Members  on  the 
Opposition  side  insist  upon  obstructing  the 
business,  and  there  is  no  help  but  to  sit 
on.  This  afternoon  since  four  o'clock  we 
have  discussed  a  definition  clause,  a 
clause  dealing  with  the  title  of  the  Bill, 
and  a  clause  saying  when  it.  is  to  come 
into  operation,  and  we  have  been  dis- 
cussing those  three  clauses  ten  hours. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  I  regret  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House  will  not  accede  so  reasonable  a 
request.  When  we  move  Amendments 
he  will  not  discuss  them.  As  for  the 
amount  of  work  we  have  done  to-night,  we 
have  passed  three  clauses,  and  in  no  single 
case  in  the  time  of  the  last  Liberal  Govern- 
ment were  so  many  clauses  passed  at  one 
sitting  owing  to  the  tactics  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
most  earnestly  to  listen  to  the  appeal  of 
my  hon.  friend. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERiMAN  : 
I  am  personally  no  advocate  of  long 
sittings  nor  of  delaying  proceedings,  and 
I  am  bound  to  say  I  do  not  think  my  hon. 
friend  is  unreasonable  in  asking  the 
Government  whether  they  intend  to  make 
the  House  sit  until  the  rest  of  the  Bill  is 
dealt  with.  If  that  is  their  intention  I 
{nY)te8t  asunst  it.  This  is  not  an 
ordinary  Mil ;  it  is  merely  another 
added  to  the  many  instances  I  have 
known  of  dealing  with  a  Bill  before 
this  House  in  any  way  but  the  straight- 
forward way.  All  the  ingenious  devices 
which  have  been  invented  do  not  further 
the  business  at  all.  This  Bill  is  known  to 
be  a  most  objectionable  Bill  to  a  large 
section  of  the  House  and  country.  There 
is  tremendous  feeling  against  it  on  this 
side  of  the  House  and  on  the  Government 
side,  and  Ccmservati ve  candidates  who  have 
stood  in  the  country  have  repudiated  it. 
t  tun  bound  to  say  I  do  not  think  it  is 
respectful  to  the  House  for  the  First  Lord 


of  the  Treasury  to  set  himself  against 
every  Amendment  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  a  discussion  on  the  Report  stage, 
though  no  doubt  it  is  a  clever  proceeding. 
Surely  now  he  is  not  going  to  keep  us 
here  indefinitely  1  If  he  is,  all  we  can  do 
is  to  divide  the  House  upon  this  motion, 
as  a  protest  i^nst  such  tactics. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  do  think 
it  is  an  unreasonable  thing  to  ask  Members 
to  sacrifice  their  time  and  jeopardise  their 
health  in  order  that  a  measure  not  men- 
tioned in  the  Queen's  Speech  should  be 
forced  through  this  House.    The  Govern- 
ment are  acting  most  unreasonably  in 
making  these  demands  on  the  Committee 
and  on  private  Members.    Even  if  we 
are  a  minori^^  we  are  entitled  to  con- 
sideration,   liie  Welsh  Members  have 
devoted  to  this  matter  attention  and 
consideration  which  must  have  elicited 
admiration   from   all    sides,   while  the 
Irish     and     Scotch      Members  have 
rendered  what  assistance  they  could  in 
the  Division  Lobby.    But  to  say  that  we 
shall  be  doing  walking  marches  all  night 
is  an  abuse  of  the  power  of  a  strong 
Government.    I  hope  the  Government 
will  acknowledge  the  reasonableness  of 
the  proposal,  and,  instead  of  continuing  this 
discussion  at  this  hour,  recognise  tlu^  the 
Independent  Members  are  entitled  to  some 
fair  treatment,  and  ought  not  to  be  re- 
duced to  a  condition  of  slavery,  or  at  any 
rate  called  upon  to  bear  the  burdens  of 
the  Church  Party  by  sacrificing  their 
time,  energy,  and  hetuth. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  I  would  venture  to 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on 
behalf  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  He  has  now  gone  out, 
doubtless,  to  seek  a  little  well-deserved 
refreshment. 

Mr.  Bousfibld  (Hackney,  N.)  rose 
in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "That 
the  Question  be  now  put ; "  but  the 
Chairman  withheld  his  assent,  and 
declined  then  to  put  that  Question. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  He  has  "been  sitting 
in  close  attendance  on  this  Bill,  and  I 
notice  he  is  requested  to  attend  at  11.45 
this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  guiding 
his  Lands  Improvement  Bill  through  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law.  We  have 
a  great  respect  for  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  who  is  so  interested 
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to  the  rij;iit  hon.  Gentleman  to  spare  him 
this  imnecessary  sitting  up  in  the  small 
boors  of  the  morning. 


The  Committee  divided A  ves,  107; 
Noes,  216.    (Division  List,  Xo.'264.) 


Abraham.  William  ( RhonddH) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Austui,M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  Jolin  Enmiott 
BavltTt  Thoma**  (Derbyshire) 
mim-  ,  Alfred 
Kirrell,  Augimtine 
Bolton,  ThoiiiaH  Dolling 
Burns,  Jolin 
Caldwell,  -lamea 
Campbell- Ban nennan.  Sir  H. 
Channing,  Francis  Allaton 
Clark.  Dr.G.B.  (Caithneas-sh.) 
Colville,  John 
Condon.  Thomas  Joseph 
Criily,  Daniel 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Ciirran,  ThoniaH  (Bligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
BaviestM.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Davitt,  Snchaek 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Donglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  JamesJ 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Owen  Moigan 
EUia,  John  Edward 
Evana,  Samuel  T.(Ulamorgan) 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferj^ison,  K.  C,  Munro(Leitli) 
Flynn,  James  Cliristopher 
FoHter,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Harcoort.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William 
Hayne,  Rt  Hon.  0.  Seale- 


Allhn»en,  Augufttos  Hen.Eden 
Allsopp,  Hon.  Oeor^ 
Ant^on,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Amohl,  Alfred 
Amold-Forster.  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  lit.  Hon.  John 
Baf,'0t,Capt.  JoBceline  FitzRoy 
Baird,  John  G.  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r. 
Balfour,RtH  nGerald  W  (Leed« 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Rt.Hn.A.H.S.-(Hunte) 
Bartley,  (;eorge  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunmr  Plnnket 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Brbto1 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bemroae,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Beresford,  Lord  Charlen 
Bhown^Egree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BlundellTColonel  Henrr 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griflith- 
Boosfield.  William  Robert 


AYES. 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  Chas.  H. 
Holland.  W.  H.  (York,  W.K.) 
Honiiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  D.  BrjTimor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (CamarvonBhire) 
Kilbride,  Deni^t 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lamlwrt,  George 
Lan^rley,  Batty 
Lee*<e,  kir  J.  f.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-tJeorj^e,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thoma.s 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,I>rMA(Qneen*sC. 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Heniy 
Mendl,  Sigismnnd  Ferdinand 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  Eilw,  J.  C.  (Devonport 
NuHsey,  Thomaa  Willans 
0'Connor,Jame8(WiekIow,W. 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Peane,  Joseph  A.  (Northnmb.) 
I^kersgill,  Edward  Hare 

NOES. 

Bra^sey,  Albert 
Brodriok,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Bunlett  Coutts,  W. 
CarlUe.  William  Walter 
Cavendifh,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W. (Derbysh. )  j 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Clialoner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamlierlaiu,  Kt.  Hn.J.(Birm. 
Chaml)erlaio,J.Aiiat«o(Worc. 
Cbamngt<m,  Si>eDcer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Cochrane,  Hon.  ThoB.H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Coltings,  lit.  Hon.  Jesse 
ColoiiiT*,  SirJolmCliarlesKeady 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Comwallbi,  F.  Stanley  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox.lnvinEthvard  Bainbridge 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Cnlntt,  Hon.  Henry 


Pilkington,SirG:A.(Lanca.SW 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybargh 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  Jameit 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rol>ertH,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scott,  Cba.s.  Prestwich  (Lei^) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
SiDclair,Capt.John(ForfaTBhi'e 
Soames,  Aithur  Welleel^ 
Sonttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  All>ert 
Stanliope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
■  Steadntan,  William  Charles 
Stevei  SOD,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Tlionin.",  David  A.  (Slerthyr) 

Wa!ton,JohnI^w»onlLeeda3- 
Wanier,  Tlioina.-<ConrtenayT. 
Wedderburo,  Sir  William 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockpoit) 
Williams,  John  CarveU  (Notta. 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
WiJHon,Henry  J.  (York,W.R.) 
Woodhou>ie,SirJ.T(Hudderafd 
Woods,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthur. 


Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrjniiple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickson  •Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dighy,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Diaraeli,  Coninesby  Ralph 
Dixon-HartlamT,  Sir  F.  Dtvon 
Doughty,  (ieorge 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akeni. 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxtonl,  WUlmm  Theodore 
Dnicker,  A. 

Duncomlie,  Hon.  HnliertV. 
Dyke,Rt.Hn.Sir William  Hart 
Elliott,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Fanlell,  Sir  T.  (ieorge 
Fellowes,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwinl 
Finch,  Geonje  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firltahk,  Jo»wph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  W  illiara 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancastflr) 
Galloway,  William  JolmsoD 
Gedjge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  3.  Lloyd 
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GiWw.Hn.A.(i.H.(CityonA>mI 
Gilliat,  John  Saumiers  1 
GodBon,SirAugnBtuBFrederick  ' 
lioKlBworthy,  Major-deneral 
Gonion,  Hon.  John  Etlwanl 
Goechen,KHn.G.J,(StGeorge'a  | 
Goaelien,  George  J.  (Siuwex) 
GoaMing,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  {West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  T>.  ( Wedneslmry) 
lireene,W.Raynionil-(Camb«.)  | 
Greville,  Hon,  Itonald 
Goll,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halaet'.  Thomas  Frederick 
Hani ilton, K t.  Ha. Lord  George 
Hanbii-y.  Rt.  Hon.  RoU.  W. 
Han»4on,  Sir  Reginald 
Hanly,  [^aurence 
Hare.  ThomaH  Lei^^h 
Henderson,  Alexander 
HUl,  Sir  Edw.  Stock  (Brifitol} 
HobhooKe,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Li«iel  R.  (Bow) 
Homl^,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldswortli,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston.  R.  P. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  H.  Cecil 
Hnbbard.  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.  W.Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverbouse 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jollilfe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 
Kenyon,  Jaineii 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Ijftarie,  Lieut-General 
LawHon,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,Sir  Thomaa  (Londonderry 
LeeM,  Sir  Elliot  (Birkenhead) 
Leiyh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
Iiod«r,  Gerald  Walter  Enkine 


{13  July  1899} 

Ijonir,  Col.  C.  W.  (Eves*litiiiO 
Long.Rt.Hn.  Walter  (L'ltool) 
LoiwH,  Henry  Y<ir<ie  Buller 
Lome,  Marc^iieHs  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  Jolin 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkiuan 
LuciiM-Slmilwell,  William 
Miu-ttrtiiey,  W.  <L  Ellison 
Macddna,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  Uaviil  (Liverpool) 
M  lver,  Sir  LiEdinburgh,  W.) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

MasHey-Maiiiwariii^.Hn.W.F. 
Mevsey-Thoiiipwon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mirbank,SirPowlett  Charles  J. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bindiam 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  Georjre 
Milton,  Viflcount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Montapu.Hon.  J .  Scott  ( Hants. 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Facy 
More,Koht.  JaHper  (Shropshire 
Morgan,Hn.Fred.(Monm'thKh 
Morrell,  Georae  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton.ArthurH.  A.(Deptford 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  RtH  Q  AG  raham  (Bute 
Murray,  C.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Niniau 
Northcote,  Hon.SirH.  Stafford 
G  Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington.R.  (Lanes, Newton 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pryee-.Iones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richard.^,  Henr>'  Charles 
RichardHon,SirThos.(Hartlep'l 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
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Ritchie.Rt.Hn.Clms.Thomaon 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  'lames 
Royd-s,  Clement  (Molyneux) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherfonl.  John 
Hyiler,  John  Herliert  Dudley 
Sandys,  Lt.  -Col.  Thoa.  Myh-s 
Saundei-son.  HtHonColEdw.J. 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Simeon,  Sir  Barriilfjton 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  James  P.  (Laoarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur(Orm«kirk 
Stanley,  I^rd  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Max  well.  Sir  J.  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry  ■ 
Strutt,  Hon.  Cliarles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrj-  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache.  Henry  James 
TomlinHon,Wni.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
WankH-n.  James  Leslie 
Ward,  Hon.  R.  A.  (Crewe) 
Warde,  Lieiit. -Col. C. E.(Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth.  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  Jno.  Lloyd 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,Josenh  Powell-(Birm 
Willox,  Sir  Joim  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
WilsonJ.M'.(Woree9tersh.,N.) 
Wortley,  RtHon.C.B.  Staart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wjnidliam,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander  (Berk9,E.) 

Tkllers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstrutlier. 


Me.    HUMPHREYS-OWEN :  The 
Amendment  I  have  to  move  is  one  which 
will  commend  itself  to  all  Members.  It 
is  a  very  well  recognised  view  that,  in 
order  to  nave  purity  in  dealing  with  public  . 
money,  it  is  important  that  you  should  , 
identify  the  pOTsons  to  whom  the  money 
should  go.   In  this  instuice  you  are  pro- 
viding considerable  sums  of  money  from  ' 
public  funds  for  the  relief  of  certain  ' 
clergymen  in  different  counties  and  countj' ' 
boroughs  in  England  Wales.  It  is  obvious  ' 
that  it  is  desirable  that  the  expenditure  of  ' 
these  sums  of  money,  coming  as  they  do 
entirely  out  of  the  funds  at  the  disposal 
of  the  councils,  should  be  scrutinised  with  I 
the  same  minuteness  as  is  applied  by  these  ' 
bodies  to  expenditure  of  their  ordinary  ' 
lands.   I  have  hwe  the  accounts  of  the 
county  council  of  my  own  coimty,  and  to 
give  a  specimen  of  the  careful  way  in  ' 


which  the  ratepayei'S  are  informed,  not 
only  of  the  amounts  spent,  but  to  whom 
they  are  given,  I  will  give  one  or  two 
items.  There  is  an  allowance  of  £1  ISs. 
to  a  police-constable,  15s.  to  a  lady,  and 
£,\  3s.  4d.  to  a  P.C.  Lewis,  and  so  on.  It 
is  equally  desirable  that  the  clergy — who 
are  public  officers,  now  to  receive  distinct 
grants  out  of  the  public  funds — should  be 
shown  in  the  same  way  in  the  accounts  of 
the  county  councils  from  whom  thej'  re- 
ceive the  grants.  I  therefore  move  the 
Amendment. 

New  clause : — 

"The  CommisKionei-s  of  Inland  Revenue 
8halI,not  morettian  eight  days  after  they  have, 
under  the  pro^Tsions  of  this  Act,  paid  any 
moneys  in  respect  of  any  rate  on  tithe  rent- 
charge,  make  out  and  forward  to  the  council 
of  the  county  borough  or  administrative  county 
wherein  the  heredi^ients  out  of  which  tJiat 
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tithe  rent-charge  arises  are  eitnate,  a  certificate 
stating  the  aiiioiint  of  the  payment  and  the 
name  of  the  benefice  to  wbicli  the  tithe  rent- 
chmrge  iH  attached. "—{Jl/r.  Humphreys-Oitten.) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  claiise  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  long  :  The  suggestion  made  in 
the  proposed  new  clause  is  a  very  admir- 
able one,  but  it  is  quite  unnecessary  ; 
because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  this  informa- 
tion is  conveyed  at  the  present  time,  and 
a  Ketiirii  as  far  as  possible  made  to  Par- 
liament in  each  case  for  the  purposes  of 
those  interested.  The  county  councils 
will  obtain  information  in  precisely  the 
same  way  as  they  now  obtain  infomiation 
in  regard  to  other  payments.  It  would  be 
extremely  inconvenient  and  entirely  con- 
trary to  practice  to  cast  a  statutory 
obligation  upon  a  Government  Depart- 
ment to  make  these  Eetunis.  The 
information  must  be  provided,  and  will  be 
provided.  The  Return  will  be  made  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  things,  and  when 
moved  for  liy  an  ordinary  Memljcr  it 
would  be  granted  as  an  unopposed 
Return.  I  must  therefore  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  reject  this  clause. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONKS  (Swansea 
District) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
altogether  failed  to  see  the  real  reason 
why  this  additional  check  is  required.  He 
says  the  matter  is  without  precedent,  but 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  whole  of 
the  first  clause  of  this  Bill,  so  far  as  the 
machinery  is  concerned,  is  without  prece- 
dent, when  one  comes  to  consider  how  the 
matter  will  work  out  in  practice  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  local  government 
anthorities.    The  Bill  says  : 

"The  remaining  half  shall, on  demand  being 
made  by  the  collector  of  rates  on  the  Snrveyor 
of  Taxes  for  the  dietrict,  be  paid  by  th«  Com- 
missioners of  Inland  Kevenue  out  of  the  sums 
payable  by  them  to  the  Local  Taxation 
Account. " 

The  reason  my  hon.  friend  desires  that 
there  should  be  within  eight  days  a  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioners  of 
Inland  Revenue  to  the  County  Council,  is 
to  see  that  there  is  nothing  irregular, 
either  on  the  part  of  the  tithe-owner,  the 
collector  of  rates,  or  the  Surveyor  of 
Taxes.  It  is  useless  to  tell  us  that  if  we 
desire  to  see  that  the  Act  is  applied  with 
absolute  accuracy  we  may  correct  the 
matter  about  twelve  months  after  the 

Mr.  HmtiphiYi/s-Oii-fn. 


'  tninsaction  by  asking  for  a  Return  in 
Parliament,  which  everybody  knows  we 

'  cannot  get  unless  the  Government  of  the 
day  happen  to  consent  to  it.  I  can  assure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  mover 

I  of  this  clause  is  actuated  purely  and  solely 

1  by  the  desire  to  get  the  measure  into 
working  shape,  and  to  prevent  any  irregu- 

I  larities  luhatsoever. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS :  Under  this 
,  Bill  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue 
I  are  to  be  called  upon  to  pay,  not  to  the 
!  county  to  which  it  belongs,  or  ought  to 
belong,  but  to  somebody  else,  a  large  sum 
]  of  money.    Is  it  unfair  to  ask  that  the 
1  county  covnicil  should  be  informed  of 
j  what  has  become  of  this  money  ?  There 
could  not  be  a  more  reasonable  or  neees- 
j  sary  Amendment  than  this  proposed  new 
clause.    The  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  said 
there  is  no  present  for  such  a  course. 
That  cannot  be  so.    Constantly,  in  Irish 
and  in  English  Acts  of  Parliament,  yoii 
have  an  obligation  put  upon  public  bodies 
to   make  Returns   to   Parliament,  and 
Returns  are  constantly  made,    ^^'e  are 
told  that  the  information  vnW  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  in  the  shape 
of  Returns.    But  it  is  important,  in  order 
to  have  a  check  upon  these  various  claims 
which  will  be  made  for  the  remission  o£- 
half  the  rate^  to  have  not  merely  the  total 
amount  given,  but  the  individual  items. 
I  do  not  Know  whether  the  local  authori- 
ties are  bound  to  give  the  particulars  of 
the  various  benefices  to  the  Commis- 
.sioners  of  Inland  Revenue :  we  have  not 
I  I>een  told  that  they  must.    All  the  rating 
'  authorities  have  to  do  is  to  certify  what 
;  is  the  amount  they  require  to  make  up 
I  the  half  of  the  rates  they  have  remitted, 
and  the  Commissioners  are  bound  to  pay 
'  that  sum.    If  they  refused,  there  would 
;  be  a  remedy  against  them  in  the  Courts 
I  of  Law  by  mandamus   or  otherwise. 
^  What  check  have  thev  that  the  half  of  the 
'  rates  which  are  asked  for  are  rates  which 
I  have  to  be  remitted  "i  But  if  you,  by  this 
clause,  compel  them  to  make  this  Return 
;  to    the    county   councils,     the  Com- 
I  missioners    of     Inland     Revenue  will 
I  be  entitled  to  ask  the  various  rating 
.  authorities  for  the  particulars  showing 
j  how  the  sum  asked  for  is  made  up. 
I  Supposing  this  were  money  belonging  to 
an  individual  instead  of  to  a  county 
council,  can  anybody  say^  with  any  fair- 
ness at  all,  that  it  ia  not  right  and  proper 
that  the  individual  who  otherwise  woukl 
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have  received  the  money  should  have  a 
full  and  detailed  account  of  the  money 
which  has  been  paid  to  somebody  else  on 
his  behalf  1  That  is  the  sole  object  of 
the  clause.  If  this  is  a  reasonable  and 
proper  Amendment,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  admitted  it  is,  it  ought  to 
be  inserted  in  the  Bill.  The  object  of 
the  Government  in  refusing  these  Amend- 
ments is  to  avoid  the  Report  stage,  when 
we  could  again  bring  forward  our  argu- 
ments. That  is  the  object  of  the  Report 
stage.  The  Government,  if  they  are 
logical,  will  move  that  hereafter  there 
shall  be  no  Report  stage  at  all.  That  is 
a  much  better  and  simpler  way,  and  if 
they  did  that  they  would  be  forging  a 
weapon  which  we  should  be  able  to  use 
against  them  at  no  very  distant  date. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  I  had  thought  my- 
self of  moving  an  Amendment,  for  the 
county  councils  are  really  anxious  that 
there  shall  not  be  more  money  deducted 
from  their  local  funds  than  is  absolutely 
necessary,  and  they  want  a  thoroughly 
efficient  check  over  the  money  taken  out 
of  the  Local  Taxation  Account.  May  I 
suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
desirability  of  putting  into  the  Bill  acme 
machinery  whereby  a  greater  check  can 
be  placed  upon  the  expenditure  of  this 
money.  This  is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  county  council,  and  the 
suggestion  I  have  made  is  one  which  has 
the  approval  of  the  officials  of  the  Devon 
County  Council. 

Mb.  H.  S.  SAMUEL  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Limehouse) :  I  think  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon.  friend  is  a  very  important  one, 
which  everyone  must  see  is  absolutely 
necessary  if  the  county  council  is  to  have 
any  check  upon  the  expenditure  of  the 
money.  This  money  belongs  to  the 
county  council  in  the  first  place,  and  we 
propose  to  intercept  money  which  should 
go  into  the  county  fund,  and  the  proposal 
18  that  every  collector  of  taxes  should 
make  a  Return  to  the  county  council  to 
show  exactly  the  amount  of  money 
that  is  charged  to  that  particular 
county.  I  may  say  that  that  is 
what  is  done  at  the  present  time  in 
reference  to  main  roads.  I  can  conceive 
of  a  large  amount  of  money  being  charged 
if  the  collectors  were  so  inclined,  for  they 
could  send  anything  up  to  the  Inland 
Revenue  Commissions  unless  the  county 
council  had  some  check  over  them.  I 


think  this  is  a  very  important  Amend- 
ment, and  I  hope  my  hon.  friend  will  press- 
it  to  a  Division. 

Mb.  LOGAN :  No  matterwhat  protests, 
we  may  make,  it  seems  to  me  that  th& 
Committee  stage  is  practically  passed,  for 
the  Government  have  decided  to  refuse  all 
Amendments,  no  matter  how  important 
they  are.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
admits  that  this  is  a  very  reasonablo 
Amendment. 

Mr.  long  :  What  I  said  was,  that  what 
the  hon.  Member  desired  was  reasonable,, 
but  his  Amendment  was  perfectly  unneces- 
sary. 

Mr.  LOGAN :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man admits  that  the  object  at  which  my 
hon.  friend  is  aiming  is  perfectly  reason- 
able, therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  he 
ought  to  accept  this  Amendment.  We 
want  to  see  that  these  accounts  are  pro- 
perly kept,  and,  above  all,  I  desire  that 
the  Inland  Revenue  Commissioners  and 
the  rating  authorities  should  be  perfectly 
certain  tluit  the  moneys  should  be  collects 
from  the  proper  qiuuter,  and  for  this  reason 
I  shall  support  the  Amendment.  I  also 
desire  that  the  ratepayers  in  the  locality 
should  know  the  names  of  these  gentle- 
men who,  in  future,  will  receive  outdoor 
relief  at  our  expense,  and  I  wish  to  see 
their  names  published,  so  that  we  shall 
know  whom  we  have  got  to  keep  out  of 
our  hard  earnings. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  I  rise  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  what  he  means  when  he 
says  that  this  new  clause  is  unnecessary,, 
for  in  his  first  speech  he  told  us  the  sug- 
gestion was  an  admirable  one.  He  sayft 
that  this  will  be  carried  out  by  the  ^1 
as  it  stands,  but  is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man accurate  when  he  says  that  ?  My 
hon.  friend  asks  that  the  Commissioners 
of  Inland  Revenue  shall  within  eight  days, 
send  a  Return  of  where  the  money  has 
been  expended.  That  certainly  wiU  not. 
be  carried  out  by  the  suggestion  of  th& 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  As  you  are  taking 
money  from  the  ratepayers  in  certain 
areas,  surely  it  is  a  small  request  to  ask 
that  you  uiould  give  them  an  account 
within  a  reasonable  time  as  to  how  th& 
money  has  been  spent.  I  think  th& 
Amendment  is  quite  reasonable,  but 
reasonableness  has  no  attraction  so  far  as. 
this  Committee  is  concerned. 
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Mr.  STUART  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) : 
What  I  desire  to  see  is  that  some  sound 
financial  position  should  be  adopted.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
■Gentleman  is  prepu^  to  speak  on  behalf 
<d  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue, 
but  I  think  he  ought  to  assure  us  that  at 
least  attention  has  been  properly  given  by 
the  Oovemment  to  this  question. 

Mr.  long  :  I  cannot  possibly  under- 
take to  say  that  this  can  be  done,  because 
it  would  be  clearly  against  the  best  pos- 
sible information  and  advice  we  have 
received  with  r^ard  to  the  operation  of 
this  Act. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEOEGE  :  The  position 
now  taken  up  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  that  he  will  give  us  information 
and  let  us  know  something  about  what 
happens  in  good  time,  but  our  point  is 
wili  he  give  information  with  regard  to 
each  individual  case  t  In  the  Education 
Department  we  get  Returns  with  regard 
to  every  school  board  in  the  country,  and 
we  get  full  information  with  regard  to  the 
different  grants.  But  in  regara  to  Volun- 
tary schools  an  attempt  was  made  to 
secure  a  Return  in  regard  to  voluntary 
subscriptions,  but  we  have  not  been  able 
to  get  any  information.  We  have  made 
an  appeal  upon  this  question  to  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Council,  but  he  refers  us 
to  somebody  else,  and  nobody  seems  pre- 
pared to  carry  out  the  promise  which  was 
^ven  us  to  supply  this  information  in 
regard  to  the  Voluntary  schools.  We  know 
from  experience  the  value  of  these  in- 
definite vague  undertakings.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  gave  us  his 
word  we  know  what  it  would  mean,  but 
lie  declines  to  give  it.  I  remember 
what  happened  when  one  of  the  great 
measures  of  this  Government  dealing 
with  prison  made  goods  was  passed  by 
this  House.  The  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  then  undertook  that  he  would 
give  us  a  Return  as  to  the  operation  of 
the  Bill,  and  we  asked  for  a  statutory 
obligation  to  that  effect.  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  promised  to  give  us 
that  Return,  but  it  has  never  been  pub- 
lished up  to  this  day.  If  a  statutory 
obligation  had  been  inserted  in  that  Bill, 
we  should  have  had  that  Return,  and  the 
Department  dare  not  have  refused  it ; 
but  we  have  been  relying  upon  these 
vague  voluntary  promises  which  are  never 


{COMMONS}  {JMe.^)  Bill. 

carried  out.  I  do  not  say  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  intend  to  cany 
out  his  promise,  but  it  has  not  been 
done. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  OF 
TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  Will 
the  hon.  Gentleman  quote  the  promise ! 

Mk.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  cannot  turn 
up  the  passage  in  Hommrd  just  at  the 
moment,  but  I  will  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if  he  denies  that  he  promised 
that  such  a  Return  would  be  made  t 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  What  Return  1 
Mr.  LLOYI^GEORGE  :    It  was  a 
Return  as  to  the  goods  manufactured  ia 
forei^  prisons.    In  the  Bill  we  are  now 
considering,  the  county  council  has  no 
opportunity  of  scrutinising  and  overhaul- 
ing these  proceeding.    I  would  point  out 
to  the  Committee  that  merely  providing 
for    accounts    from    the   surveyor  of 
taxes  is  not  a  sufficient  guarantee  that 
the  thing  will  be  done  thoroughly,  for 
sometimes  you  get  verj'  competent  offi- 
cials and  sometimes  you  do  not.  Occa- 
sionally you  get   gentlemen  who  are 
strongly  in  sympafliy  with  the  local 
clergymen.    In  some  areas  you  have  got 
forty  or  fifty  parishes,  and  how  is  the 
surveyor  of  taxes  going  to  examine  the 
separate    accounts    kept    in   all  those 
parishes,  for  it  is  no  business  of  the  col- 
lectors to  audit  the  accounts,  for  his  duty 
is  simply  to  get  as  much  money  as  he  can 
out  of  the  Government,    Therefore,  the 
surveyor  of  taxes  has  no  access  to  the 
assessment  account  except  by  making  a 
visit  to  each  of  these  forty  or  fifty 
parishes,  which  is  practically  impossible. 
The  result  will  be  that  under  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Government  these  duties  will 
be  perfunctorily  performed,  and  these  de- 
mand notes  presented  by  the  local  collec- 
tor of  taxes  will  be  accepted  without  any 
scrutiny  at  all,  because  the  account  will 
be  paid  by  someone  in  London.    This  is 
the  way   in  which  the  finances  of  the 
country  are  to  be  conducted,  and  I 
should    like    to    know   if    the  right 
hon.     Gentleman     can     produce  a 
single     precedent   for    this  proposal. 
Somebody  should  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  matter.   When  the  Agricultural 
Rating  Bill  was  before  the  House  we 
raised  the  point  then.    We  said  we  had 
really  no  check.    But  we  were  told  we 
had  the  surveyor  of  taxes.    I  make  no 
complaint  against  the  surveyor  of  taxes, 
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but  you  are  asking  him  to  do  a  thing  for 
which  he  has  no  machinery  or  oflBcera  on 
which  to  rely.  If  the  chiuse  of  my  hon. 
friend  were  adopted,  it  would  be  a  totally 
different  thing.  The  count)'  councils 
have  representatives  in  every  parish,  and 
they  could  make  inquiries.  Supposing  a 
Return  came  down,  in  eight  days  the 
Members  of  the  Finance  Committee 
coining  from  every  part  of  the  country 
would  go  through  the  accounta,  and  care- 
fully scrutinise  the  tlemand.  These 
safeguards  are  not  desired  by  the  Govern- 


'  ment.  All  they  reqniro  is  that  their 
J  friends  should  pillage  all  they  can  out  of 
;  the  taxation  of  the  country. 

I 

j  Mr.  Long  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimetl 
I  to  mo\  e,  "  That  the  Question  be  now 
i  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
,  now  put." 

The  Committee  divideil : — Ayes,  202  ;. 
Noes,  97.    (Division  List,  No.  2iB5.) 


Allbusen,  Aujciistii'*  H.  Eden 
Anson,  Sir     illiiuu  Keynell 
Archdale,  E>lward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Araold-ForKter.  Hiiyti  O. 
AtkinsoD,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^t,Capt.JoBceline  FitzRoy 
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Balcarres,  Lord 
Italfour,  Rt.Hn.  A.J.  (Mancli  r 
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Hartley,  Geoi^  C.  T. 
Itarton,  Dunbar  Pliinket 
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Beckett,  Ernest  Willijuii 
Benu-ose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
lientinck.  Lord  Henry  C. 
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Blundell,  Colonel  Henrj' 
Itoncawen,  Arthur  tJrimth- 
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Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  8t.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Itnllard,  Sir  Hany 
Burdett-CouttH,  W. 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
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<'avendLth,  V.C.  W.  (Derbysh. ) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford, East) 
(JhaJoner,  Captain  R.  (I.  W. 
Chaniberlain,Rt.Hon.J.  (Ulrm 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (M'orc'r) 
Ckarrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viwcount 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thon.  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  I.<)iub 
t>>llinus,  Kt.  Hon.  Je;*?^ 
Colonib,  Sir  John  C.  Ready 
Coinpton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Comwallia,  F.  Staniev  W. 
Cotton- Jodrel I,  Col.       T.  P. 
Cox,  Invin  Edw,  Bainbridge 
Cross,  Alexander  ((Jla-gow) 
Cubitt,  Hori.  Hemy 
Cnrzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickson -Foynder,  Sir  John  V. 
Dtgby,Jolin  K.  D.  Win^'field- 
Diitraeli,  Coningitby  Kaljih 


AYES. 

Doughty,  Georue 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Dmcker,  A 

Dnncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wynEdward 
Finch,  IJeorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flson,  Frederick  \\'illiam 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
(iedge,  Sydney 
(liblionH,  J.  Llovd 
(.Jiblw,Hn.A.(;.tl.(C.  of  Lond.) 
tJodrton,  Sir  Augu»tu.s  Fred, 
lloldsworthy,  Major-General 
Go!Jchen,Rt.Hn.O.J.{St.Geo,'s 
(io)*chen,  Oeoi^e  J.  (SiLviex) 
(louldiug,  Edward  Alfred 
(■rahani,  Henrv  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Hani) 
(;reen,WalfordD.(Wedn'shury 
Greene,  W.Raymond-(Cambs). 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charies 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Gea 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robt.  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hill,  SirEdwardStock  (Bristol) 
Hobhoase,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tiidor 
HorieTjHon.  James  Henrj'Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hmi.  Evelyn 
Hatcbinson,  Ci^t.G.  W.Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jollilfe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 
KenyoR,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kiniber,  Heniy 
Lafone,  Alfretf 
Laurie,  Lieut. 'General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 


Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Londonderry 
Lees,  Sir  hlliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewellyn,  EvanH.  (Someifiet) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col .  Charl  es  W.  ( Eveslian  ■ 
Long,RtHn.Walter(Liverpool 
Lopen,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Ijowles,  John 
Lucas-Sbadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edlnbai%h,W.)' 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Massey- Main  waring,  Hn.W.F. 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milbank.SirPowlettCbarlesJ. 
Mildniay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropsh.) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monni'thsh.) 
Morrelt,  Geoi^  Herbert 
Morrison,  Wiuter 
Morton,  Arthur  HA  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,KtHn.A.Gralim.(Bnte 
Murray,  Clias.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Batli ) 
Nicholson,  William  (ivaham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
O'Neill,  Hon,  Robert  Torrecn 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Pierpoint,  Kol)ert 
Pilkmgton,R.(I-ancs,  Newton) 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James. 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ricliardson,SirThos.(Hartleiti 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
K  itch  le,  Rt.  Hn.  Clias.  Tllom^'on 
Robei-tson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molv-neux 
Kus8eH,|T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
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Rutherford,  JoIid 
Kyder,  Jolin  Herbert  Dudley 
Sandya  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myl^ 
SetoD-Karr,  Henry 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Janie8ParkeT(Lanarks. ) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Silencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,Hon.  Arthr.(  Ormskirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  HetUey 


(COMMONS} 

Stiirt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talhot.  Lord  E.  (ChichMter) 
Tliomton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Heniy  James 
Tomlinson.Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wankh-n,  James  Leslie 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Warde,  Lieut.-Col.  C.E.(Kent 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Kt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jo8ephPoweU-(Binn  I 
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Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,J.W.  (Worcestersh.,N. 
WortIey,m.Hon.  C.B.Stuart- 
Wylie.  Alexander 
Wyndhani,  Cieorge 
Wyndham-(Juin,  MajorW.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arey 
Young,  Coiiiniander(Iierks.E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  AVilliani  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstrather. 


Abraham,  W.  (lUiondda) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W) 
.Barlow,  John  Enimott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
BillBon,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
i^olton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bums,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Channing,  Francis  AUston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithness) 
Colville,  John 
■Condon,  Tlionia.-*  Joseph 
€rilly,  Daniel 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
I>aviee,M.Vaushan-(Cardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Edwards,  Owen  Morgan 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Evana.  SamuelT. (Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
<;oddard,  Daniel  Ford 
HarcourtJU.Hon.  Sir  William 
(Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.CharlcsSeale- 
Headerwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 


NOES. 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jone^i,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jone^,  Wm.  (Camarvfnifihire) 
Killiride,  Denis 
Labonchere.  Henry 
Laniljert,  George 
Langley,  liatty 
Law8on-SirWilfrid(Camb'land 
Lecse<  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrinffton) 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Macjileese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,  DrM  A(  Queen'sC) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Demiott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Gliec,  Kiclmrd 
^['Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Ma^ldieon,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Morgan.  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (lireconehire) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Nuasey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  Janies(Wicklow,W. 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
PiIkiQgton,SiiG.A(LancB,SW) 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybnrgh 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
liickett,  J.  Compton 
Riil)erts,  John  H.  (Denbiglis) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Scott,  Chan,  PreKtwicli  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Cliarles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Tlionia«  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair.Cai»tJohii(ForfiuBhire 
Soames,  Artlmr  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Rol>instin 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhn[>e,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadmaii.  William  Charles 
StevenMon,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Slioreditch) 
Sullivan,  Doiial  (Westmeatli) 
Thomas  Alfieil((Jlanior2an,E. ) 
Tliomiif,I)avidAlfred(Rlerthyr 
Wamer,  Thomas  (^onrtenayT. 
Wedderbuni,  Sir  William 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Williaiiis,  John  Carvell( N ott**) 
M  ilson.  H.  J.  (York,  W.VL.) 
Woodhonse,SirJ.T.(Huddei'd 
YoxatI,  James  Henrj- 

Teli.ers  f<ir  the  N0ES7- 
Mr,  Herliert  Gla4lstone  anit 
Mr.  M'Arthur. 


Question  put  accordingly,  "That  the 
clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


The  Committee  divided  : — Aves,  97 
Noes,  202.    (Division  List,  No.  266.) 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  Jolm  Emmott 
Bavley,  Thomafl  (Derbyshire) 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Holton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bums,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
-Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.B.(Caithness-ah.) 
■Colville,  John 
•Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
'Crilly,  Daniel 


AYES. 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  M.  Vanghan-(Cardig'n ) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
EdwanU,  Owen  Morgan 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Evans,  S.  T.  ((ilamocgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Go<ldard,  Daniel  Ford 
Harconrt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W. 


Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
JonesgDavid  Brynmor(Svaiis. ) 
Jones,^Vilfiam(Cam'r^'onsliire 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Labonchere,  Henry 
Lamlwrt,  George 
Langley,  Hatty 
Ijawson,Sii- Wilfrid  {CumVl'nd 
Lee<e,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
I..euty,  Thom-is  Kielimoud 
IiOwis,  Johu  Herbert 
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Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell.Dr.  M .  A.  (QaVsC 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Dermott,  Fatrick 
M*Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richanl 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M*Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Morgan,W.Pritchanl(Merth'r 
Alorley,  Cliarle8  (Breconshire) 
Morton,E^w.J.C.  (Devonport) 
Nossey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor^Janies  ( Wieklow,  W. 
Oldroyd,  Mark 


{13  July  1899} 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Northtunb.)  1 
Piekersigill  Edward  Hare  ' 
Pil  k  in},t  on ,  Sii<  i.  A.  (LmickS  W) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Hobw  t  Jolm 
Provan<l,  .Andrew  Drylmrgh 
Kandell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbijghs. ) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-TeeB) 
Scott,  Chas.  Pre»twich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinolair.Capt.  JohD(ForfarHh.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellealey 
Soattar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 


{lUites)  Bill.  830 

Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Kteadman,  William  Qiarles 

Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  Jamet*  (Shoreditcli) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Wcetmeath) 
Thomas,  Alfred  ((4  lamorgan,  E. ) 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Merthyr) 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Wedderbum,  Sir  WUIiam 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Williams,  JohnCarvell(Nott8.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,W.R. 
WoodhotiBe,SirJT(Hudderafd 
Yoxall,  JameH  Henry 

Tellers  for  thk  Ayes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M' Arthur 


Allhosen,  Augustus  H.  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^t,Capt.Jo8celine  FitzRoy 
Baird,  Jonn  Geoi;ge  Alexander 
Balcarrea,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balf our,RtHnGerald  W.(  Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry  ,RtHnAHSiiiith-(Hunts 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunlmr  Plunket 
Bench.RtHn.SirM.H.  (Bristol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bhown^gree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BUindell,  Colonel  Heniy 
BoRcawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bon-.field,  William  Robert 
Bras«y,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.Hon.  St.  John 
Brooklield,  A.  Montagu 
Bui  lard,  Sir  Hanr 
BurJett-Coutts,  W. 
<'arlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  li.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derby8h.) 
Oayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Ce<'il,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
<'haml>erIain,Kt,  Hon.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,J.Austien{Worc'r 
Cliarrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Coliingn,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Coloiiib,  Sir  John  Cliarlea  R. 
Coiiipton,^Lord  Ailwynl 
I'ornwallis,  F.  Stanley  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  E.  Baininridge 
Cros.-,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Ciirzon,  Viscount 
Dali^'mi)le,  Sir  Cliarlea 
Davies,  Sir  Horatio  D.{Chat.) 
Dickf>on-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 


NOES. 

Uigby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningaby  Ralph 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglaa- Pennant,  Hon,  E.  S. 
Doxtord,  William  Theodore 
Dracker,  A. 

Dancombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 

Fellowes,  Hon.AihvynEMward 
Finch,  (;i^nr;;e  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  liebert  Bannatyne 
Firbank.  .loweph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Freiierick  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons.  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hn.  A.G.  H.  ( City  of  Lon ) 
Grodson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
Goldswortliy,  Major-General 
Goschen.Kt.HnGJ(St  George's 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edwanl  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  ( We«t  Ham) 
Green,WalfordD(Wedne;'imry 
Greene,W,  Raymond-  (Cambs. 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
tiull,  Su-  Cameron 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
HamiltoQ.Rt.Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Tliouiai  Leigh 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hill.Sii-EdwardStook  (Bristol) 
HobhoHse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henrj- 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hn.  James  HenryCccil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson.Capt.G.  W.  Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnstone,  Hevwood  (Sussex) 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  ti.  George 
Kemp,  (Jeorgc 
Kenyon,  James , 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Cot.  William 


Kiinber,  Henry 
I. af one,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thos.  (Londonderry) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigli- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H. (Somerset) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lung,Col.  Charles  \V.(Eves!iara 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (Liverpl) 
Lopas,  Henry  Yai-de  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
LucaS'Shadweil,  William 
Macartney,  W,  ("J.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'lver,  SirL.(Edinburgh,W.) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Massey-Mainwaring,  Hn.  WF. 
Meysey-ThompBon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milbonk.  Sir  Powlett  ChoB.  J. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robert  J.  (ShropBhire) 
MorKan,Hn.  Fred.  (Monm*thsh 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,Arthur  HA  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Chas.  J,  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Batli) 
Nicholson,  William  Granam 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nortlicote,  Hon  Sir  H  Staflbrd 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrcns 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Pierpoiut,  Robert 
Pi!kington,R.(Lanc8,  Newton) 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-C«L  Edward 
Purvis,  Roliert 
Kankiri,  Sir  James 
Rciitoul,  James  Alexander 
Ricliards,  Henrv  Charles 
Richardson,  SiiTli08(HartIep*I 
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Kidley.Rt.  Hn.SirMatthewW.  ' 

Uitchie,Ht.Hon.Chs.ThoinBOn  I 

Itobertson,  Herbert  (Hackney)  ! 

Honnd,  James 

Koyds,  Clement  Molynenx 

Russell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone)  I 

Rutherford,  John 

Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dndley 

Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myles 

Seton-Karr,  Henry 

Simeon,  Sir  Barriugton 

Skeweo-Cox,  Thoma-s 

Smith, JameBParker  (Lanarka) 

Smith,  Hon.  W.F.  D.  (Strand) 

Spencer,  Ernest 

Stanley,  Hon,  A.  (Ormskirk) 


{COMMOXS} 

Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Mux  well,  Sir  J.  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stmtt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Stnrt^  Hem.  Humphry  NapiM* 
Talbot,  Lonl  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomliuflon.Wni.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.(CTewe) 
Warde,  Lient.-Col.  C.E.(Eent 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentwortli,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 


{Rates)  Bill  s^l 

Williams,  Colonel  R  (Dorvetv 
Williams,  Joe.  PowdI  (Bim.f 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
WilBon,J.W.(Woroesterrfi  N.) 
Wortley.  Rt.  Hon.C.B.Suuut- 
WVlie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Geor^ 
W'yndham-Qnin,  MajorW.  H. 
WyviU.Marmaduke  D'Arex 
Young,  CommaDder  (Berk-.E.  • 

Tellers  for  the  Not-; — Sir 
WilUam  Walnmd  and  Mr. 
Anstmttier. 


Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  moved,  "  That  the 
Chairman  do  report  progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again,"  but  the  Chairman, 
being  of  opinion  that  the  motion  was  an 
abuse  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  decliiit'cl 
to  jffopose  the  Question  thereupon  to  the 
Committee. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  next  Amend- 
ment in  order  is  the  second  Amendment 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Memlier 
for  Mid-Glaniorgiinshire. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEOKGE  :  On  a  point  of 
order,  I  wish  to  ask  Avhether  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  ^Member  for  Shoreditch 
18  not  in  order.  What  he  proposes  is  to 
insert  the  following  clause  : 

"  For  the  purposes  of  this  Act  returns  shall, 
be  made  annnally,  and  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment by  the  Local  Government  Board — 

"  (a)  By  every  rating  authority,  showing  the  ■ 
snms  actnally  exempted  by  them  in  renpect  of 
the  rating  of  tithes  in  accordance  -with  tlie 
provteions  of  this  Act. 

"(b)  By  the  Local  Government  Board, show- 
ing for  each  county  and  county  borough  the 
total  amount  of  rat«s  exempted  by  this  Act,  ' 
and  the  amount  by  which  tna  Exchequer  cou- 
tribution  fund  of  each  county  and  county 
horoagh  falls  short  in  consetjuence  ot  the  pay- 
ment ont  of  the  Local  Taxation  Account  under 
proviBlons  of  this  Act." 

That  is  taken  bodily  out  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Katii^  Act,  and  is  for  a  simibr 
purpose.  Therefore  I  submit  it  is  in 
order  and  not  inconsistent  with  anything 
that  has  been  done. 

*The  chairman  :  That  Amendment 
deals  with  the  same  subject  matter  as  the 
clause  which  the  Committee  has  just 
refused  to  accept.  The  subject  is  not 
dealt  with  in  the  same  way,  but  the 
subject  matter  is  the  same,  and  the 
clause  should  properly  come  as  an 
Amendment  to  the  clause  which  has 
been  rejected. 


Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  If  this 
Amendment  were  in  the  hands  of  anr- 
one  else  I  should  be  inclined  to  describe 
it  as  a  most  important  Amendment,  an<i 
I  should  deplore  that  it  had  to  be  taken 
at  such  an  hour  of  the  morning.  It  is 
not  my  fault  that  the  clause  smacks  of 
language  somewhat  of  an  ecclesiastical 
character,  but  it  is  absolutely  accurate 
in  accordance  with  the  form  of  the  writ 
in  such  cases.  The  clause  reads  as 
follows : — 

"  This  |Act  shall  not  apply  while  the  said 
tithe  rent-charge,  or  any  other  fmits,  profit* 
oblations,  obventions,  ecclesiastical  rightal 
or  emoluments  of  or  actaching  to  the  b^fioe 
sliail  be  sequestered  by  a  writ  of  jfcn"  /aria* 
rfe  bonig  ecdesianticts  or  any  other  writ  of 
sequestration." 

Sequestration  in  clerical  affairs  is  reallv 
bankruptcy.  If  a  man  in  such  circum- 
stances were  not  a  clergyman  he  would 
be  called  a  bankrupt.  The  reason  whr  a 
separate  writ  has  to  be  issued  is  that  a 
clergyman's  goods  are  supposed  to  be  of 
a  somewhat  sacred  character,  and  are  not 
to  be  touched  by  lay  hands.  In  ordinatr 
life  a  man  whose  goods  are  seized  by  an 
Official  Receiver  is  termed  a  banknipt, 
and  he  is  not  able  to  fulfil  oidinary  civic 
duties  or  obligations.  H  he  be  a  member 
of  a  school  board  or  of  a  boaixi  of 

fuardians  he  ceases  to  be  a  meml>er.  A 
lember  of  this  House  may  !«  guiltv  of 
all  sorts  of  things,  but  he  must  not  be  a 
bankrupt.  If  ho  ia  he  ceases  to  be  a 
Member.  But,  curiously  enough,  until 
the  Clergy  Discipline  Act  of  a  tew  yean; 
ago  a  liWng  could  not  by  an}-  proceeding 
be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  hokier 
of  a  benefice  even  though  he  were  a  bank- 
rupt. Even  now  a  distinction  is  made. 
It  is  assumed  unless  the  bishop  takes  pro- 
ceedings that  a  clergyman  is  fit  to  pre;*ch 
to  his  congregation  that  they  ought  to 
pay   their  debts,  and  to  render  unto 
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Gsesar  that  which  is  his,  although  he 
himself  cannot  pay  his  creditors.  Under 
such  circumstances  it  cannot  be  right  that 
the  tithe  rent-charge  attached  to  a  benefice 
which  is  sequestrated  should  be  free 
from  rates.  Everyone  will  admit  that. 
WTien  he  ceases  to  enjoy  the  profits  of 
the  benefice  by  reason  of  having  got  into 
difficulties  with  his  creditors,  surely  the 
reason  for  exemption  no  longer  applies, 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  creditors 
should  be  entitled  to  the  relief.  -Every- 
thing that  he  has  is  sdzed  under  this 
writ. 

New  clause  (provisions  as  to  seques- 
trated benefices) — {Mr.  Samuel  Evajts)— 
brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  E.  R  FINLAY  :  Thehon.  Member 
has  forgotten  that  a  writ  of  sequestration 
is  an  execution  rather  than  a  bankruptcy. 
I  trust  he  will  not  seriously  press  this 
clause.  May  I  point  out  that  the  main- 
tenance of  proper  services  in  the  parish  is 
a  first  charge  on  the  revenue  of  the  living, 
even  though  it  be  under  sequestration. 
Sequestration,  too,  does  not  last  a  very 
long  time,  for,  if  it  is  likely  to,  then  pro- 


vision is  made  fm  removing  the  clergy- 
man from  the  benefice.  Take  an  ordinary 

ease  where  a  writ  is  in  force  for  a  short 
time.  Surely  it  would  be  extremely  in- 
convenient to  have  to  make  a  certain 
abatement  of  rates  for  say  a  period  of  six 
weeks  t  Would  it  not  be  more  con- 
venient that  the  same  rule  should  continue 
to  apply,  even  if  there  be  a  tenqwrary 
execution  in  force  1  I  hope  the  hon.  ana 
learned  Member  will  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  M'KENNA  (Monmouthshire/ N.): 
The  suggestion  of  the  Solicitor-General 
seems  to  be  that,  inasmuuch  as  a  writ  of 
sequestration  only  lasts  a  short  period, 
this  Amendment  is  unnecessary.  But 
this  Bill  is  also  only  to  last  a  brief  time, 
and  it  is  quite  possible  that  a  vnit  of 
sequestration  may  run  the  whole  length 
of  its  duration.  I  think  my  hon.  friend 
has  made  out  a  clear  case  in  favour  of 
this  Amendment,  although  it  is  evident 
that  the  Government  had  determined  to 
accept  no  alteration  that  is  proposed, 
however  valuable  it  may  be. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  97  ; 
Noes,  201.   (Division  List^  No.  267.) 


Abraham,  'William  (Rhondda) 
Abher,  Alexander 
Atutin,  M.  (Limerick,  \V.) 
Barlow,  Jolui  Eramott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbj-shire) 
BiHson,  Alfred 
Biirell,  Augustine 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Hnms,  John 
Caldwell,  Jaiaes 
Campbeli-Bannemian.  Sir  H. 
Channing,  Francis  Allst<m 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.  (Caithness-sh. ) 
Colville,  Jolm 
Condon,  Thonia.4  J(»«eph 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Canun,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S. } 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  M.  V.-  (Cai-digan) 
Dantt,  Michael 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charlea  M.  (Lanark) 
Dnckworth,  James 
Edwards,  Owen  Morgan 
EIUb,  John  Edward 
Feowick,  Cfaarle* 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Flynn,  James  Christoplier 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  John 
(ioildard,  Daniel  Ford 
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AYES. 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wni. 
Hayne,Rt.Hon.Cbarle8  Seale- 
Hedderwick.  Thomas  C.  H. 
HOTniman,  Frederick  John 
Hunipheys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Joicey,  Sir  Jamea 
Jonep,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones,  AV.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Iawsod,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leese,  Sir  J,  F.  (Aecrington) 
Leuty,  Thonia.'i  Richmond 
Lewi^,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
.MacDoiinell.Dr.  M.  A.(Q'sC.) 
M' Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Denuott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
MHihee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred, 
Maden,  John  Henrv 
Morgan,  ^\^  P.  (Merthr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Brecon^hire) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 

2  G 


Nus»ey,  Thomas  WillaD>t 
O'Connor,  James!  Wicklow.W. 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Peafe,  Joseph  A.  (Xorthumb. 
Picker»gill,  Edward  Hare 
Pil  kington,SirGeoA(  LancsSW 
Power,  Patrick  Josepli 
Price,  Robert  John. 
Frovand,  Andrew  Dryburgli 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh^. ) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scott,  Chas.  Pre3'\vicb(Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfarsb. ) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Allwrt 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Fmncia  S, 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditcli) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  £.) 
TbomaB,  D.  A.  (Mertliyr) 
Warner,  Thomas  Cgj^rtenay  T- 
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Wedderb'irn,  Sir  William 
Whiteley,  Georjre  (Stockport) 
Williams,  John  Carvell (Notts) 


{COMMONS} 

Wil«)n,  Henn-  J.{Yoik,W.R.) 
Woo<Hiouse.SirJT  (Hudderaf'd 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


(Bates)  Bat.  ^-56 

Tellers  for  tbb  Ayes.— 
Mr.  Samuel  Evans  and  Mr. 
M'Kenna. 


AlUiusen,  Augustus  Henry  K. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arclidale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfreil 
Arnold-Foster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkin>4on,  lit.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Ca|itaiu  J.  FitzRoy 
Baird,  John  George  A. 
Balcarres,  Lnrd 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A. .).  (Miin'i 
B,Llfour,Rt.Hn.(;.W. (Leeds) 
Banbiirv',' Frederick  (leorge 
Harry,  lltHnAHS»uth-(Hunts 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  DunlKir  Plunket 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bnstol 
l!eckett,  Ernest  William 
Bemrose,  Sir  H-  nry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Herefford,  Lord  Churles 
Bhowna^gree,  Sir  M,  M. 
Blundeir  Colonel  Henry 
Bowawen,  Arthur  Gri(feth- 
BousKeld,  William  Robert 
Kra-sey,  Albert 
Bnidrick.  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooktield,  A.  Montagu 
Bullnrd,  Sir  Harrv 
Burdett-Contts.  W. 
Carlile,  William  VValtei- 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(DerhysIi.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Ciiarles  William 
Cecil.  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.  t 
Clialoner,  ('aptjiin  R.  G.  W. 
Clianiberlain,  Kt .  Hun.  J .  ( Birm. 
<  'liambe-  lain,J .  Aiisten(  Worc'r 
Charrington,  Si>encer 
Chelsea,  Viftcount 
C'i»chrane,Hon.  Tlios.  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjaiinn  Louis 
Collingp,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Coloiiib,  Sir  John  Charles  R. 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Comwallis,  KiennesStanlevW. 
Cotton.Jo<irelI,CoI.  Edw.t.D. 
Cox,Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cross,  Alexander  (Gla-ygow) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davie!sSirHoratioD(Chathani 
Dickson-Poynder.  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  J.  K.  D.  Wingtield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drncker,  A. 

DuQcombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
FeIIowe3,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwd. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
FiHher,  William  Hsijres 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fostw,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 


NOES. 

Galloway,  Wm.  Johnson 
(.iedge,  Sydney 
GibUins,  J,  Lloyd 
Gibbs.HnA.G,H'.(CityofLond. 
<4odBun,  bir  A.  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-(^neral 
Goschen,RtHn(  I.  J.(StGeorge'ti 
Godchen,  George  J.  (Sn^sex) 
Gonlding,  Edwanl  Alfred 
Graham,  Henrv  Koiiert 
Gray,  Emest(U'eat  Ham) 
tireen,  W.  D.  ( Wedne-ibury) 
Greene,  W.Rayiuoml-lCamVjs.) 
(ireville,  Hon.  Ronald, 
(iull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charle-< 
Halsey,  riiomas  Frederick 
Hamilt-on,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  ii. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Hobt.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Tlioina.1  Leigh 
Hill,  Sir  E.IW.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holtand,Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Itow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
HoHldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier.Hon.JameHHenryCecil 
Hubbant,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  ('apt.(J.w.Grice- 
Jebh,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnstone,  Hcywootl  (Sus-^e.t) 
JoUitt'e,  Hon.  H,  George 
Kemp,  (Jeorge 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney  Col.  William 
Kimlier,  Henry 
I^ifone,  Alfreil 
Laurie,  Lieut. -GeneraJ 
Lawson,  John  iirant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  SirT  hoi  lias  (Londonderry) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh-B-nnett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.tSomerset) 
Loder,  (>erald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  (_'-  W.  (Evesham) 
Lang,  Rt. Hon. W.( Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yanie  Buller 
J^onie,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lewies  John 
Lucas-Shedwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  (J.  Ellison 
Mac  ona,  Jolin  Cumiiiing 
Maelver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'lver,  Sir  Lewis (EdinbiW.) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Ma'wey-Mainwaring,  Hn.W.F 
Meysey -Thorn paoD  Sir  H  M. 
Milbank,  SirFowlettCharl«iJ. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,Rol>t^aBper  (Shrommre ) 
Moi:gan,  Hn.  F.  (MMrni'thab.) 


Morrell,  George  Herben- 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,HtH  n  A.Graliain(  Bate 
Murray,  Clisriea  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray  ,Col.  Wj^ndtituu  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  DimaJd  Xinian 
Nortlicote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Ki>b  rt  Torr«n» 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Pierpoiiit,  Robert 
Pilkmston,  R.(LaDCs,Newtoti) 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  Jaiiie-' 
Rentoul,  Jaiiie-'  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Ciiarles 
Kichanlson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.HonSirMatthewW 
Ritchie,Rt.  HonCliat!i.Tliomxon 
Robertwn,  Herbert(Uacknej| 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molvneui 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Kiitherford,  John 
Ryder.  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sandys.Lieat.-Col.  T.  Myl^ 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Jame^ParkerlLanarks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.{Strand) 
Sftencer,  Eme-'t 
Stanley,Hn.  Arthur  (Omiskirk 
Stanley,  Ixird  (Lancx.) 
Stirling-.\la.\well,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henrt' 
Struct.  Hon.  Ciiarles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Cliichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Toinlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Ijestie 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Warde,  Lieut. -ColC.  E.(KeDt) 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A-  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Brace  C.  Yemon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  Jno.  Lloyd 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Doreet) 
Williams.  Jw.  Powell  (Binu.) 
Willox  Sir  Jolm  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wikwn ,  J .  W.  ( Worcestenh.  N. 
Wurtley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  SCaart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.H. 
Wyvill,  Mannadnke  D'.\rcy 
Young,  CommanderfBorkisB.) 
Tkllbrs  for  the  Noes— 

»n  W^illUm  Waliond  and 

Mr.  Anetrnther. 
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*The  chairman  :    Tbe  rerujiining 
clauses  on  the  Paper  are  out  of  oi-der. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  Perhaps,  Sir, 
you  have  overlooked  the  Amendment 
standing  in  my  name,  which  I  have  been 
waiting  here  three  weary  days  to  propose. 
The  new  clause  I  wish  to  propose  is — 

"  Tlie  county  council  of  any  county  miy 
tletemiine  by  resolution  that  tlie  proviiiiions  in  | 
ttiLH  Act  contained  shall  not  for  tbe  time  [ 


Y  1899}  (Rat€K)  mil.  »5« 

being,  anil  until  the  resolution  ia  rescinded, 
apply  within  the  area  of  the  county." 

*The  CHAIRMAN;  It  should  have 
come  on  as  a  proviso  at  the  end  of  the 
first  clause. 

Question  put,  "That  the  Chairman  do 
report  the  Bill,  without  Amendment,  to 
the  House." 

The  Committee  diWded :— Ayes,  189; 
Noes,  94.    (Division  List,  No.  268). 


Allhusen.AtigUHtux  Hen.  Eden  ' 
Annon,  Sir  W  illiani  Ke^nell 
Arcluiale,  Edward  Mervj-n 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold -Fon*ter,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Joaceline  FitzRoy 
Uaird,  John  Oeor^^e  Alexander 
KalcarreH,  Lord 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.A.J.(Mancirr 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  C.  W.(l^s)  ' 
Barry.KtHnAU  Himtli-(Hunt8 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Birton,  Dunbar  Flmiket 
Bcach,Kt.  Hn.SirM.H.(BrLstol 
Beckett,  Emcst  William 
Beniro-'e,  Sir  Henry  Howe  ' 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  <_'. 
Bere«)ford,  Lord  Charles 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  XJ. 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
BoHcawen,  Arthur  (rriflith- 
liouslield.  William  Robert 
Bras.sey,  Albert 
Broflrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookheld,  A.  Montagu 
Itullard,  Sir  Han-y 
Burdett-Coutts,  \V. 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
ravendiHb,  R.  F.  (N.  Xianoi.) 
Cavendi-Hh,  V.C.W.fUerbysh.) 
y  *ayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cbaloner,  Captain  R.  G.W. 
Chainberlain.Kt.  Ho.J.(Bimi.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
ciianington.  Spencer 
( 'helHea,  Viscount 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
<'olien,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collini^,  Rt.  Hod.  Jefte 
Colonib,  Sir  Jno.  Chas.  Ready 
Corapton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Comwallif,  Fiennes^tanley  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbiidge 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Ualrj-niple,  Sir  Charles 
Baviea,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickson- Poy no er,  Sir  J.  P. 
Digby.  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Difoa^li,  Coningfiby  Ralph 


AYES. 

Douj,'lasi,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxtord,  William  Theorilore 
Dnicker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Felloives,  Hon.  AUwyn  Eilw. 
Finch,  (.ieort'e  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Kobert  Bannatyne 
FirlMiik,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fiwiier,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  Willijiiii 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Galloway,  William  John&on 
CJedge,  Sydney 
(iibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.(C.ofLond.) 
Goilsoii,  Sir  Auj^ustus  Fied. 
(iulds) worthy,  Xlajor-tieneral 
(Josclieii,HtHidiJ(StGeorge's) 
Gosclien,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graliam,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (rt  "^t  Ham) 
tireen,  W.  D.  (Wednesbuiy) 
(;reene,W.KHyniond-(Caiiilw.) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hull,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Habiey,  TliomaM  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.Lord  (*eorge 
Hanbnry,  Ut.  Hon.  H.  Wni. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Tlioma.s  Leigh 
Hill.  Sir  Edw.  Stocit  (Bristol) 
Hobhou.se.  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldnworth,  Sir  Wni.  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  Ja».  Henry  Cecil 
Hubhard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutcliini<on,Capt.G.  W.Grice- 
Jebb,  Rii'hard  Clavei  houiw 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Suiwex) 
•lollitfe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Keinp;  George 
KenyoD,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut.  •General 
Lawmm,  John  Grant  (Vorks.) 
Le»t  SiiThoiDaa(lx>iuluDden7) 


Lee?,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leiith- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
Loder,  (.lerald  Walter  Er^kiiie 
i^ng,l  'ol.('liarlesW.(  Evesliam 
I-ong,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (L'pool) 
Lome,  Marquetw  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  .John 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Elli-non 
Macdona,  John  Cumiiiing 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'lver,  SirLe*iaiEdinb'h,W.) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Ma*sey- -M  ain  waring,  Hon .  W.  F 
Meysey -Thompson,  Sir  M.  H. 
Mifljank.SirPowIettChasJohn 
Mildmav.  Francw  Bingham 
Milner,  Vsir  Frederick  George 
Milton,  Viscount 
Mihvanl,  Colonel  Victor 
Moon,  Eilward  Rol>ert  Pacy 
More,  Itbt  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan.Hn.FrediMonm'tlisli.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  AV  alter 
M  un-ay  ,Rt  Hn  A.  Graliani(Bnte 
Murray,  Cliarle-i  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,Col.  Wyndliam  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  5i'inian 
Northcote,  Hon.SirH.  Stafford 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pender,  Sir  Jamen 
Pierpoint,  Itobert 
Pilkini'ton,R.(Laiics,  NewLon) 
Platt-Higgins,  F'rederick 
Pryce-Jon&s,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Rol»ert 
Kentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardhon,Sir  1  lios(Hartlep'I) 
Ridley,KtHonSirMatthewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hatdcney) 
Round,  James 
Roydp,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rusfiell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sandyr>,  Lieut-Col.  Thomas  M. 
Simeon,  Sir  Buzingtou 
Skeweii-Cox,  Thomas 
Siuitb,  James  P.  (Lanarks) 
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Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ement 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Omiskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  JohnM. 
Stock,  Jam*  s  Henrj' 
Strutt.  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Hmiiphty  Napier 
Talbot,  Loi-d  E.  (Chichester) 
ThomtoD,  Percy  M. 


{COMMONS} 

Tollemache,  Henrv  Janies 
Tomlinson.  Wni.  Edward  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Ward,  Hod.  Robert  A. (Crewe) 
Warde,  Li*>ut-Col.C.E.(Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vemon- 
marton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  L. 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willianis,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 


{Hates)  Bm. 
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Willox,  Sir  John  Arehihald 
W'ortley,  Rt.  HoD.C.RStiuut- 
Wylic,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Georee 
Wyndliain-yuin,Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Mannaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  ComniaDder(BerkR.E.) 
Tellers  for  the  Ayes— sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anatnither. 


Abraham,  William  (Rliondda) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bavley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Billson.  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Burns,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Cantpbell-Bannemian,  Sir  H. 
Clark.Dr.C.  B.  (Caitlmes!*-8b. ) 
Colville,  John 
Condon.  Thomas  Jweph 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Curran.  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
DavieM,  M.  Vauelian-(Cardig'n 
Davitt.  Michael 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douylas,  Charles*  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Edwardf,  Owen  Morgan 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Evantt,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fergiioon,  R.  C.  Monro  (Leith) 
FljTin,  James  Chrictoidier 
Coiltlanl,  Daniel  Fonl 
Havne,  lit.  Hii,  Charlej^  Sea'e- 
Hedderwick.ThoiiiaHCharlesH 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 


NOES. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C.  \ 
Joicey,  Sir  James  i 
Jones,  D.  Brj'nmor  (Sniinflea)  { 
Jones,  William  (Caniarvonsh.)  I 
Kilbride,  Denis  i 
Labouchere,  Henry  | 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leeae,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leuty,  Thonias  Kichniond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,DrMA(Q«eenVC) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Demiott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
MT.hee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddiion,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henrj- 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Brecon-slure) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Nusijey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 

Pease,  Josepli  A.  (Noithiimb.) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,SirGeoA(  LancsSW 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Drj'biirgh 
Randell,  Oavid 
Reckitt,  Harold  Jaraes 
Rickitt,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh-i). 
Sanmel,  J.  ( Stockton -on^eet) 
Scott,  Chas.  Preitwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charlea  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forian^ 
Souttar,  Rooinson 
Spicer,  Alb"'i. 
Steadman,  William  Charle:* 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Dooal  (Westmeatb) 
Thomas,  Alfred(GlamorgaD.E. ) 
Thomas,DavidAl  fred{  Sklerthyr 
Warner  .Thomas  Courtenay  T, 
Wedderbom,  Sir  William 
Williams,  John  Car\'ell  (Xott-. 
Wilson,  Henrj- J.(York.W.K.t 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wil»on,J.W.(Worcestersii.N',l 
Woodhou8e,SirJ.T.(  Hudderf  d 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  fob  the  Noe.-s — 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  ami 
Mr.  M'Arthur. 


House  resumed. 

Mr.  dalziel  ;  On  a  point  of  order 
may  I  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether, 
the  Twelve  o'clock  rule  having  been 
suspended  in  respect  of  the  Tithe  Rent- 
charge  Bill,  it  is  competent  to  go  on  to  the 
next  Oixier  of  the  day  1  I  consider  that 
the  Government  ought  to  consult  the  con- 
venience of  Members  in  all  parts  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  not  the 
least  objection,  to-day  l>eing  Friday,  and 
in  the  exceptional  circumstances  of  the 
case,  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
House. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn."— 
{Mr.  A.  J.  Jlal/our.) 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  On  the  ques- 
tion of  adjournment,  I  should  wish  to  make 
a  personal  explanation  to  the  right  hon. 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  "^vde.  I 
stated  ill  the  course  of  the  discussion  of 
one  of  the  Amendments  that  he  had  given 

I  a  pledge  that  certain  Returns  which  had 
been  asked  for  would  be  made,  and  I 

i  suggested  that  that  pledge  bad  not  been 
redeemed.    I  fully  admit  now  that  the 

I  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  fulfilled  hi» 

'  pledge. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  was  understomi  to  sav 
that  he  accepted  the  explanation  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Houae  adjoamed  accordingly  at  five 
mioDtea  after  Four  of  the  eloek 
lit  the  monun^. 
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Friday,  14th  July  1899, 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


WEST  METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

Examiner's  Certificate  of  non-compli- 
ance vith  tho  Standing  Orders  referred 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
^  Tuesday  next. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 
^     Reported  with  Amendments. 

GREAT  NORTHERN   AND  STRAND 
I  RAILWAY  BILL. 

-i  The   Queen's  consent  signified;  and 

c  Bill  reported  with  Amendments. 

S 

I  WALKER    AND    WALLSEND  UNION 

I  GAS  (ELECTRIC  LIGHTING)  BILL. 

^     Reported  with  Amendments. 

.1  DERBY    CORPORATION  TRAMWAYS 
BILL. 

^    LONDON  UNITED  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

C     Reported  with  Amendments. 

i  LONDON     AND    NORTH  -  WESTERN 

g  RAILWAY    (ADDITIONAL  POWERS) 

E  BILL. 

I  The  Queen's  consent  signified,  and  Bill 

^  reported  with  Amendments. 

"3  WORCESTERSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
r  BILL. 


WARRINGTON  CORPORATION  BILL. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM. AND  DOVER  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANIES (NEW  LINES)  BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next. 

LIVERPOOL  OVERHEAD  RAILWAY 
BILL.  [H.L.} 

ALL  SAINTS'  CHURCH  (CARDIFF)  BILL. 

[H.L.] 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL.  [H.L.] 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 

agreed  to. 

VOL.  LXXIV.    [Fourth  Series.] 


GOOLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

Bead  Z%  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  uid  retumnl  to  the  .Commons. 

WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  WATER 
BILL. 

Returned  fnmi  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

FURNESS  RAILWAY  BILL.  [U.L.] 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (GAS  AND 
WATER)  BILL.  [H.L.] 

GLAS(K>W  CORPORATION  (TRAMWAYS, 
&C.)  BILL.  [H.L.1 


GREAT 


YARMOUTH  CORPORATION 
BILL.  [H.L.] 


KIRKCALDY   CORPORATION  AND 
TRAMWAYS  BILL.  [H.L.] 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  t(^ 
with  Amendments. 

LOWESTOFT  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 
[H.L.] 

TOTLAND  WATER  BILL,  [h.l.] 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments :  The  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

PIER   AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

House  to  be  in  Committee  on  Monday 
nexc. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  20)  BILL. 

Moved— That  the  Order  of  the  9th 
March  last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  w  read  a  second 
time  after  Tuesday,  the  27th  day  of  June 
next/'  be  dispensed  witt^  and  that  the 
BUI  be  now  read  2';  agreed  to;  and  WX 
read  2*  accordingly. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TRADE  REPORTS— ANNUAL  SERIES. 

No.  2317.  Sweden  (Stockholm  and 
Eastern  Coast). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


2  H 
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ARMY. 

I.  (Army  Act.)  Amendments  of  the 
Rules  of  Procedure,  1893. 

n.  (Militia.)  Further  regulations  re- 
lating to  the  Militia. 

III.  (Military  Prisons.)  Amendment  to 
the  Rules  for  Military  Prisons. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


COMMONS   AND  OPEN  SPACES 
BILL.  [H.I.] 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  on  Monday 
next. 

MARRIAGES    VALIDITY  (No.  2)  BILL. 

[H.L.] 

Head  3*  (according  to  Order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

GORDON    MEMORIAL   COLLEGE  AT 
KHARTOUM   BILL.  [H-L.] 

To  be  read  2«  on  Monday  next. 

HooBe  adjourned  at  J;wenty-five 
minutes  before  Five  of  the 
clock,  to  Monday  next,  a 
quarter  before  Eleven 
of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  14th  July  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


AYR  BURGH  BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  ta 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM, AND  DOVER  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANIES BILL 

Ijords'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 

SOUTH  HANTS  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  TELE- 
PHONES BILL  {by  Ortier). 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Tuesday, 
the  26th  of  July. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  15)  BILL 

As  amended,  considered. 

Mr.    LLOYD -GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
District):  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
further  oppose  this  Bill,  seeing  that  it  has 
been  considerably  modified  in  Committee, 
but  I  should  like  to  make  one  or  two 
observations  in  regs^   to    the  really 
important  points  which  were  raised  in 
connection  with  it.    On  the  motion  for 
the  Second  Reading  attention  was  called 
by  some  of  my  colleagues  and  myself  to 
some  provisions  of  the  Bill  which  were  of 
a  very  sweeping  character,  and  which,  if 
carried,  would  have  had  the  eflfect  practi- 
cally of  prohibiting  the  delivery  of  ser- 
mons and  addresses  on  the  foreshore  of 
Rhyl    I  believe  that  these  powers  had 
been   introduced  into  the  Provisional 
Order  without  the  notice  of  the  House 
being  called  to  the  fact.    An  attempt  has 
been  made  to  introduce  them  into  IVivate 
Bills,  but  as  those  Bills  were  referred  to 
the  Police  and  Sanitary  Committee  for 
consideration,  that  body  struck  them  out. 
What  happened  with  regard  to  this  Pro- 
visional Order  1    I  think  it  is  well  the 
House  should  bear  in  mind  what  occurred. 
The  Local  Government  Board  opposed 
any  attempt  to  refer  this  matter  to  a 
Committee  of  the  House.    It  was  sug- 
gested that  something  in  the  nature  of 
what  is  known  as  the  Paignton  Clause, 
which  was  framed  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving    law    and    order    on  the 
foreshore,    would    have    been  ample 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  this  case. 
But  the  Local  Government  Board  refused 
to  come  to  any  terms,  or  to  accept  any 
suggestion ;  they  refused  even  to  allow 
the  Bill  to  be  sent  before  the  Police  and 
Sanitary  Committee.    On  the  first  motion 
I  made  the  House  of  Commons  sup- 
ported the  Local  Government  Board  by  a 
considerable  majority,  and  it  was  not  until 
I  had  raised  the  question  a  second  time 
that  the  House  thoroughly  grasped  the 
idea  which  underlay  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  and  saw  how  dangerous  it  woiUd  be  to 
entrust  any  local  anthority  with  a  power 
to  prohibit  public  meetings  on  the  fore- 
shore.   I  suggested  successfully  that  the 
Bill  should  be  referred  to  a  strong  Com- 
mittee ;  and  what  was  the  result  of  the 
reference  1   The  ve^  clause  which  the 
Local  Government  Board  had  rejected 
with  contumely  and  scorn  was  placed  in 
the  Bill  by,  practically,  the  unanimoai 
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decision  of  the  Committee.    I  think  that 
that  shows  the  dan^rof  having  these  pro- 
visions inserted    in    these  Provisional 
Orrters,   without  some   kind  of  super- 
vision on  the  part  of  the  House.  Re- 
member, a  Provisional  Order  is  generally 
unopposed.     It  is  not  a  matter  to  which 
the   House   pays  much  attention,  and, 
indeed,  it  so  appears  upon   the  Order 
Paper  that  nobody  knows  to   what  it 
refers.     The   w^rds  used  are  "  Local 
Government  Provisional  Order  No.  [blank] 
Bill."    It  is  quite  a  revelation  to  the 
House  when  it  discovers  that  in  these 
Provisional  Orders  powers  are  delegated 
to  local  authorities  which  would  not  be 
possessed  by  them  under  the  common  law 
of  tids  country.    I  should  like  to  point 
out  the  moral.    In  this  case  the  House  of 
Commons  was  really  dominated  too  much 
by  a  Government  Department.  That 
I)epartment  was  practically  attempting  to 
over-ride  a  decision  of  the  House,  and  I 
venture  to  assert  that  this  House  would 
never  have  dreamt  of  inserting  in  any 
Bill,  and  no  Government  would  ever  have 
put  any  such  Bill  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  provisions  which  were  inserted  by 
a  Government  Bepartment  in  this  par- 
ticular Provisional  Order.    Whenever  any 
effort    is    made    to    scrutinise  these 
Local   Government   Board   Orders,  and 
to  suggest  that  they  should  be  investi- 
Mted  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  very   strong  objection  is  ex- 
pressed by  the  Department.    But  I  do 
submit  that  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  the 
Common  Law  rights  of  the  people  are  not 
taken  away    from  them  under  these 
Orders ;  and  I  trust  that,  as  a  result  of 
the  action  taken  in  this  case,  the  Local 
Government  Board  will  be  much  more 
cautious  in  the  future  with  regard  to  pro- 
visions of  this  character.    Now,  this  Bill 
contained  three  Orders,  relating  respec- 
tively to  Rhyl,  Ramsgate,  and  Reading, 
and  there  were  in  at  least  two  of  them 
the  same  regulations  for  regulating  the 
use  of  the  foreshore.     Fortunately,  the 
Khyl  people  discovered  it  in  time  to 
object ;  they  secured  the  appointment  of 
one  of  the  strongest  Committees  possible, 
and,  after  a  very  slight  investigation,  that 
Committee  came  to  a  conclusion  that  the 
provisions  were  of  a  character  which  could 
not  possibly  be  justified.    The  Ramsgate 
people  did  not  find  it  out,  and  the  result 
IS  that  the  regulation  is  imposed  on  them. 
I  will  not   press  the   matter  further. 
Thanks  to  the  interposition  of  the  Com- 
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mittee,  I  have  gained  my  point,  and  1 
■  only  wished  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

YEADON   AND  (JUISELEY  UAH  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

.  GAS  ORDEKS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  1) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Repoited,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
,  visional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

I     Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
I  Monday  next. 

I  GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMA- 
'  TION  BILL  [Lords} 

j  Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
I  visional  Orders  confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie 
I  upon  the  Table. 

I     Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
i  Monday  next. 

'  ELECTUIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
I  ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL  [I^rds]. 

I  Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
j  visional  Orders  confirmed]  ■  Report  to  lie 
j  upon  tlie  Table. 

I     Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
j  Monday  next. 

I  ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDEKS  {No.  11)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pi-o- 
visional  Ordera  confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  15)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

2  H  2  n  \ 
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Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL 

Keported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
\'isional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

BUKGH    POLICE    (SCOTLAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL OKI)p:ii  lULL  ILonl«]. 

Reiwrted,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Onicr  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

WHITEHAVEN  CORPORATION  BILL 

[Lords]. 

ABERDEEN    JOINT  PASSENGER 
STATION  KILL  [Lonls]. 

CALED(»NIAN   RAILWAY  ((iENERAL 
l^OWERS)  BILL  [Lonlx]. 

IIIMBER  CONSERVANCY  ItlLL  [Lonls]. 

Ri-porterl,  with  Amendmentu ;  Re- 
ports to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

OWEN'S   C0LLE<;E,  MANCHESTER, 
BILL  [LonUJ. 

Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Taldc. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  thinl  time. 

PORT  TALBOT  RAILWAY  AND  DOCKS 
BILL  [LonU]. 

<illEAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  BILL 
[Lordf]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  find  to  be  printed. 

RUKNOS  AYRES  AND  PACIFIC  RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY   lULL  [Lonls]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

(;lasgow  and  sovth  western 

RAILWAY  WILL  [LonH 
('HOMER  protection   HILL  [Lorxls]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  lieports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

BROOKE'S  PARK  |L()NTK)\DEHRY)BILL 
[Lonli*!. 

Rci>orted,  without  Amendment ;  Re- 
poit  to  lie  upon  the  Tubie,  and  to  be 
jirinted. 


Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


MERSEY  DOCKS   AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  (FINANCE)  BILL  [Urds]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE.  CLEYEDON, 
AND  PORTISHEAD  TRaMW AYS  COM- 
PANY (LIOHT  RAILWAY  EXTEN- 
SIONS) BILL  [LonU]. 

LOUGHBOROUGH  CORPORATION  BILL 

[I^rcU], 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

ME.S.SAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  ther  have  agreed  to : 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND^  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  4)  BILL. 

^Vithout  Amendment. 

Amendments  to : 

BRISTOL  (;AS  BILL  [LoidK]. 
With  an  Amendment. 


PETITIOy:^. 

ARMY  PENSIONS. 

Petition  from  St.  Giles',  Camberwell, 
for  weeklv  payment  j  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

MERCHANT   SHIPPING  (LIMITATION 
OF    LIABILITY    OF    Sll  IPOWNERS> 

BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1845. 

Petition.s  for  alteration  of  I>aw  from 
Galashiels,  Currie,  and  Kilmaura ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  LE(;iSLATION  PROCEDUHE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  from  Anstnither 
Wester  and  Kilrenny ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  from  Tyldealey  and 
Renhold  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tal)le. 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Galashiels  against ;  to  lie 
uptm  the  Table. 
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*Mr.  HEDDERWICK  {Wick  Burghs) : 
What  becomes  of  the  rest  of  Scotland  ? 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  I  thought  it 
necessary  to  ask  this  information  so  as  to 
gauge  the  value  of  certain  statistics  given 
us  yesterday. 

WAR  OFFICE  STAFF  CLERKS. 
Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Galway,  N.) :  I  Iwg 


ARMY  (RULES  OF  PROCEDURE). 

Copy  presented, — of  Amendments  of 
Rules  of  Procedure  (Army),  1893  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ARMY  (MILITARY  PRISONS).  .-^^  -  ,    -  « 

Copy  pre8ented.-of  Amendment  to  ,  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stete^^^^ 
the  Rules  for  MUiUry  Prisons  [by  Act] ; :  War  whether  the  fecreU^  of  Stete^w^^^ 
to  lie  unon  the  Table  continue  to  the  staflf  clerks  m  chaige  ot 

to  lie  upon  the  lable.  subKlivisions  in  the  War  Office  the  annual 

allowance*  of  ^50  granted  to  officers 
ARMY  (MILITIA).  ;  qualified    to   act  for  principals  during 

Copy  presented,—- of  Further  Regula-  temporary  absence;  and,  if  so,  whether 
tiona  relatingto  the  Militia  [by  Act] ;  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  performed  the 
■'  ^  "  duties  recently  vacated  by  Mr.  HerVert 

Wood  and  Mr.  George  Hawkins  will 
receive  the  allowances  enjoyed  by  those 
officers  up  to  the  dates  of  their  retirement 
from  the  service. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Until  the  Com- 
mittee which  is  now   considering  the 


lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  No.  2317 
(by  Command] ;  to  He  upon  the  Table. 


Paper  laid  upon  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  :— 


Table  by  the 


clerical  oi^anisation  of  the  War  Office  has 
:  reported,  I  must  ask  the  hon.  Member  to 
;  excuse  me  from  giving  a  ruling  on  a 
j  question  which  would  afifect  the  relative 
Copy  of  Ninety-fourth  Report  of  the  i  standing  of  the  several  grades  of  clerks. 
Commissioners  [by  Act]  ;  to  be  printed.  I  At  present  I  can  only  say  that  the  point 
pJo.  278.]  which  he  has  raised  will  be  considered. 


CALEDONIAN  CANAL. 


QUESTIONS. 


RECRUITING  IN  THE  HIGHLANDS. 
Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire):  I 
loKg  to  aak  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  coanties  or  districts  he  in- 
cludes in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

*The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  Far  be  it  from  me  to  attempt  a 
iSBOgraphical  definition  of  the  Highlands. 
For  the  purposes  of  recruiting  the  High- 
lands are  considered  to  he  the  counties 
which  include  the  regimental  districts  of 
Highland  regiments ;  and  these  are 
Aberdeen,  Argyll,  Banff,  Bute,  Caithness, 
Clackmanaan,  Cromarty,  Dumbarton, 
El^n,  Fife,  Forfar,  Inverness,  Kincar- 
dine, Kinross,  Nairn,  Orkney,  Perth, 
Kenfrew,  Ross,  Stirling,  Suthwland,  and 
the  Shetland  Isles. 


INDIAN  WARRANT  OFnCERS' 
GRIEVANCES. 
Sir  CAMERON  GULL  {Devonshire, 
Barnstaple)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether  under  existing 
regulations  an  Indian  departmental  war- 
rant officer  being  invjided  to  England 
during  the  summer  months  (non-trooping 
season)  would  be  compiled  either  to  pay 
for  passages  for  his  family  to  England  or 
leave  them  in  India,  his  furlouah  pay 
being  only  £6  or  £6  lOs.  a  month ;  and 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  take  any  action 
to  remove  the  grievances  of  Indian  war- 
rant officers  as  regards  furlough  pay  and 


The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  My  hon.  friend  has  quoted  the 
regulations  correctly.  I  do  not  think  I 
should  be  justified  in  incurring  the  ex- 
penditure which  would  be  entailed  by 
granting  passage  to  families  when  troopers 
are  not  runnii^. 
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EXCHANCiE  COMPENSATION  ALLOW- 
ANCES IN  INDIA. 

Sill  SEYMOUR  KING  (Hull,  Central) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
[ndia  w  hether,  in  admitting  the  rights  of 
certain  of  their  civil  officers  to  the  ex- 
change compensation  allowance  which 
was  granted  generally  in  1893  to  Anglo- 
Indian  employees  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment, siiltject  to  reservations  with  regard 
to  certain  services  and  to  special  circum- 
stances or  questions  of  domicile,  the 
Indian  Government,  in  cases  where  it  has 
been  proved  that  tho  recipient's  claim  to 
the  compensation  was  good  from  the  first, 
has  nevertheless  brought  such  recipient 
under  regulations  which  only  admit  his 
claim  to  the  compensation  as  having  effect 
from  1st  April,  1897 ;  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Charles  Edmond- 
stone  Eoss,  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, who  was  refused  the  compensation 
allowance  in  1893,  on  some  interpretation 
of  the  law  of  domicile,  but  has  since  been 
admitted  to  tho  privilege  but  only  with 
effect  from  1st  April,  1897  j  whether 
ftlr.  Ross  has  applied  to  the  Government 
of  India  to  grant  him  the  full  arrears  of 
allowance  having  effect  from  the  date 
when  it  was  granted  in  1893,  on  the 
ffround  that  he  was  entitled  to  it  at  that 
date,  citing  in  proof  thereof  the  fact  that 
it  was  then  granted  to  his  brother  and 
sister,  both  in  the  Government  service, 
whereas  it  was  refused  to  him,  and  that 
as  regards  questions  of  parentage,  service, 
domicile,  etc.,  there  was  no  substantial 
distinction  between  the  conditions  of  his 
case  and  those  of  his  brother  and  sister ; 
and  whether  he  will  explain  on  what 
ground,  while  recognising  that  Mr.  Bens 
had  a  claim  to  the  allowance,  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  has  declined  to  grant  him 
the  full  arrears  of  compensation  conceded 
in  other  and  similar  cases. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  Exchange 
compensation  was  granted  in  1 893 
under  certain  regulations  in  which  the 
question  of  domicile  was  an  important 
element.  In  1897  the  rules  were  altered, 
and  the  allowance  was  granted  under 
other  conditions,  one  of  which  was  that 
the  allowance  must  not  be  given  to  a 
native  of  India  as  defined  by  Statute.  It 
is  clear  that  many  officers  may  have  been 
eligible  under  the  later  regulations,  who 
wore  not  so  under  the  earlier  orders. 
Mr.  Koss  is  one  of  a  large  number  of 
officers  from    whom    memorials  were 


\  received  in  1894  and  1895,  as  to  which 
,  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council  decided 
!  that  he  could  not  entertain  appeals  from 
the  decisions  of  the  Government  of  India 
based  on  his  general  instructions. 

i    INDIAN   STAFF  CORPS-MARHIED 
OFFICERS'  ALLOWANCES. 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  whether 
married  officers  of  the  Indian  Staff  Corps 
,  who  come  home  to  attend  the  StafiT 
I  College,  though  allowed  personally  to 
i  rejoin  their   regiments    in     India  at 
I  Grovernment  expense,  are  not  entitled 
;  to  passages  for  their  wives  and  families ; 
and,  whether,  seeing  that  such  officers' 
lose  a  considerable  amount  of  pay  in 
'  coming  home  to  attend  the  Staff  College, 
1  and  that  moreover   the   two  years  at 
I  Camberley  involve  extra  expenditure,  the 
'  Government  of  India  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  allowing  married  officers 
:  some  compensation   in    the    shape  of 
'  passage  money  for  their  families  or  fre& 
j  passage  by  troopers  when  rejoining  their 
I  regiments  in  India. 
I 

[    Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  Officers  of  the 
Indian  Staff  Corps  are  not  entitled  to- 
passages  at  the  public  expense  for  wive» 
and  families  on  joining  the  Staff  College' 
,  or  on  return  to  India  aiter  completing  the 
I  College  course,  but  they  are  eligible  for 
I  non-entitled  passages  in  transports  where 
'  spare  accommodation  is  available.  The 
j  allowances  of  officers  of  the  Staff  Corps- 
at  the  Staff  College  were  very  consider- 
ably increased  last  year ;  and  I  see  no 
sufficient  reason  at  present  for  any  further 
!  alteration  of  tJte  rules  in  their  favour. 


INDIAN      COMPANIES  —  BRANCH 
REGISTERS  IN  ENGLAND. 

Sm  SEYMOUR  KING :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
he  has  yet  come  to  any  decision  as 
to  initiating  lc^;iskifeion  for  enabling, 
Indian  comtHuiies  to  open  offices  for  the 
tnmsf  er  and  registration  of  shares  in  this- 
country. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  I  addressed 
I  the  Government  of  India  on  the  subject 

;  of  my  hon.  friend's  question  on  tha 
,  16th  March  last,  and  I  observe  from  the 
newspapers  received  by  the  last  home- 
ward mail  that  a  Bill  to  enable  Indian 
companies  to  establish  branch  registers 
in    this    country   was  introduced  by 
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Mr.  Dawkins  in  Viceregal  L^ala- 
tive  Council  on  the  23rd  June. 


LASCAR  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  ALFRED  THOMAS  (Glamorgan- '. 
shire,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  _ 
State  for  India  whether  theofficers  recently  | 
appointed  by  him  to  superintend  the 
transfer  of  Lascar  seamen  in  the  United  ' 
Kingdom,  and  also  occupying  the  positions 
of  superintendents  of  Mercantile  Marine  ' 
office^  now  receive  no  remuneration  for 
this  duty  owing  to  the  Board  of  Trade  j 
harinff  given  instructions  that  the  autho-  i 
rised  tee  of  3s.  for  each  transfer  certificate  ' 
shall  be  credited  to  that  Department ' 
instead  of  being  retained  by  the  officer ' 
performing  the  duty  ;  M-hether  the  sane-  i 
tion  of  the  India  Office  was  obtained  to  , 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  thus  ' 
disposing  of  the  authorised  fees  still  pay- 
able by  shipowners  to  the  superinten-  [ 
dents  ;  whether  the  action  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  this  respect  will  apply  to  i 
transfer  ofllicers  who  also  hold  the  appoint- 
ments of  collectors  of  customs  ;  whether  ! 
he  is  aware  that  much  discontent  exists 
at  the  course  pursued  by  the  Board  of 
Trade   among  the  recently  appointed 
superintendents   for    the    transfer  of 
Lascars  as  well  as  the  prospective  holders 
of  these  appointments  ;  and  if,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Board  of  Trade,  he  will  i 
inquire  into  the  subject  with  a  view  of  , 
removing  any  grievance  that  may  exist,  j 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  arrange- 1 
ment  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  | 
1896  appears  to  be  correctly  described  in  [ 
the  first  clause  of  the  Question.    The  i 
arrangement  was  accepted  by  me  subject  i 
to  the  pronso  that  the  work  connected 
with  Lascars  should  be  not  less  satis- 1 
factorily  performed  than  heretofore.  The 
point  raised  in  the  third  clause  of  the 
question  has  not,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
come  under  discussion.    But  I  under 
stand  that  the  arrangement  of  1896  will 
be  applicable  to  idl  public  servants  who 
are  appointed  to  be  superintendents  of ' 
Lascar  transfers.    I  have  no  knowledge ' 
of  the  existence  of  discontent  with  the  i 
present    anangements,  and  it   clearly  | 
would  be  outside  my  province  to  make  j 
inquiry  into  the  arrangements  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  with  its  officers. 


NEWFOUNDLAND  TREATY  SHORE. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shir^  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  b^  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  (Atonies  when 
the  Report  of  the  Newfoundland  Cktm- 
mission  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members ; 
whether  there  has  been  fresh  trouble  on 
the  Treaty  Shore  ;  and  whether  the  usual 
notice  has  been  issued  this  year  by  the 
naval  officer  on  the  station  fixing  the 
price  of  bait  to  other  than  French  fisher- 
men. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  tor 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 

Birmingham,  \V.) :  In  answer  to  the  first 
question,  I  have  to  say  I  am  unable  to  fix 
any  date  for  the  presentation  of  the  Re- 
port. I  have  received  no  information  of 
any  such  trouble  as  is  mentioned  in  the 
second  paragraph.  The  usual  notice  of 
the  price  for  the  sale  of  bait,  fixed  by  a 
meeting  of  the  local  fishermen,  was 
issued. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
Is  there  any  legal  authority  by  which  the 
price  of  bait  is  fixed  by  the  naval  officers 
on  the  station  ? 


Mr.  j.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  hon. 
Member  is  under  a  misapprehension.  The 
price  of  bait  is  not  fixed  by  the  naval 
officer ;  it  is  fixed  at  a  meeting  of  the 
local  fishermen. 

NORTHERN  FISHERIES  CONFERENCE. 

Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN 
(Banffshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  can  now  give  any  further 
information  regarding  the  progress  of  the 
North  Sea  Fisheries  Conference  at  Stock- 
holm. 

*The  UNDER  SECRETARYOF  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  conference 
has  terminated,  but theReportof  the  British 
delegates  has  not  yet  been  received. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  Is  any  substantial  result  to  be 
expected  from  the  conference  —  for  in- 
stance, of  the  question  of  undersized  fish  1 


(No  answer  was  given.) 
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TUNIS  TRADE. 
Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincarduieshire) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  will  grant 
a  Ketum  showing  the  value  of  ^oods  ex- 
ported into  Tunis  by  Great  Bntain  and 
France  respectively,  in  the  years  1880, 
188S.  1890,  1895,  and  1898. 

*Mb.  BRODRICK  :  There  is  no  objec- 
tion to  granting  the  Ketum,  but  the 
figures  of  the  French  exports  to  Tunis 
cannot  be  given  later  than  for  the  year 
1897. 

CONDITIONS  OF  NATURALISATION 
ABKOAD. 

Mr.  C.  H.  AVILSON  (Hull,  W.) :  I 
Iwg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affaira  what  are  the  condi- 
tions of  naturalisation  and  the  acquisition 
of  political  rights  in  Germany,  France, 
Holland,  Belgium,  and  Italy,  respectively; 
whether  in  any  of  these  countries  large 
money  payments  are  charged ;  and  if 
this  information  cannot  be  given  in  the 
form  of  an  answer,  whether  he  will  lay  a 
Paper  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  giving 
this  information. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :  Reports  with  re- 
gard to  nationality  and  naturalisation  in 
Germany^  France,  Holland,  Bel^um,  and 
Italy  were  laid  before  Parliament  in 
1893 — Blue  Books  entitled  Miscellaneous 
Nos.  3,  4,  and  5,  c.  7027,  7106,  7156— 
which  will,  I  think,  give  the  hon.  Member 
the  information  he  desires. 

ROYAL  NIGER  COMPANY'S  CAPITAL. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  R) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether,  in  the  balance 
sheet  of  the  Royal  Niger  Company,  the 
sum  of  £493,680,  debited  in  respect  of 
paid-up  caiHtal,  represents  cash  paid  up  ; 
and  whether  there  is  any  water  in  this 
amount,  and,  if  so,  how  much. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  am  informed  that 
the  entire  sum  of  £493,680  represents 
«a8b  paid  up.  There  is  no  water  what- 
ever in  this  amount. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) ; 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  a  portion  of  the 
'debenture  debt  of  the  Royal  Niger  Com- 
pany, which  it  is  proposed  to  pay  off  with 
a  premiuni  of  20  per  cent,  out  of  Imperial 


funds,  was  issued  as  a  bonus,  without  any 
payment,  to  the  shareholders  of  that 
company  ;  if  so,  what  was  the  amount  of 
the  debt  thus  created ;  and  whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a 
list  of  the  original  allottees  of  the  deben- 
ture bonds,  distinguishing  between  those 
who  paid  cash  for  these  bonds  and  those 
who  paid  no  cash  for  them,  together  with 
the  amount  in  the  first  case  paid  per 
bond. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  -  Beach,  Bristol* 
W.) :  The  debt  referred  to  in  the  question 
is  not  chai;geable  on  the  assets  of  the 
Royal  Niger  Company,  but  on  the  cus- 
toms and  other  Governmental  revenues  bf 
the  territories  administered  by  the  com- 
pany. It  represents  the  amount,  as  ascer- 
tained by  the  Government  of  that  day, 
advanced  by  the  National  African  Com- 
pany, prior  to  the  grant  of  the  charter,  to 
secure  the  political  rights  acquired  up  to 
the  date  of  the  charter.  Lord  Granville 
stipulated  before  issuing  the  charter  that 
the  amount  to  be  so  repaid  should  not 
exceed  a  permanent  annual  charge  on  the 
revenues  of  the  territory  of  £12,500,  and 
Lord  Salisbury  afterwards  agreed  that 
this  should  be  represented  by  the  issue  of 
five  per  cent,  stock,  repayable  at  par  in 
1938,  for  £260,000.  The  Crown  agents 
for  the  Colonies  were  entrusted  at  the 
time  with  the  duty  of  verifying  the 
amount  expended  by  the  National  African 
Ck>mpany,  and,  as  directed,  they  stopped 
when  £260,000  had  been  passed,  though 
the  company  claimed  that  a  large  balance 
of  expenditure  remained  unrecognised. 
It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  the  £350,000  was  issued 
against  cash  advanced. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  niy  question 
as  to  a  bonus  being  issued  to  the  share- 
holders of  the  company. 

Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  :  I  am  afraid 
I  have  not  made  myself  intelligible.  The 
£250,000  represents  money  which  had 
been  expended  by  the  company  previous 
to  the  grant  of  the  charter.  It  was  issued 
to  recompense  them  for  the  expense  they 
had  been  put  to.  It  was  simply  a  repay- 
ment of  money  due  to  the  shareholders. 

Mr,  LABOUCHERE :  Do  I  underatand 
that  anyone  received  the  30  per  cent,  in 
cash? 
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Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  :  Certainly. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE. 
Mb.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  East) : 
I  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
"Works  whether  be  is  aware  that  there  is 
A  strong  desire,  not  only  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  London  luit  of  all  visitors 
from  the  provinces,  that  Buckingham 
Palace,  with  its  art  treasures,  should  be 
Accessible  to  the  public  ;  whether  there  is 
any  reason  why  it  should  be  an  exception 
to  all  the  State  Palaces  of  Europe  ;  arui, 
will  he  take  steps  to  gratify  the  popular 
wishra  in  this  matter. 

thb  first  Commissioner  of 

WORKS  (Mr.  Akers-Dou(;las,  Kent,  St. 
Augustine's) :  In  answer  to  the  hoTi. 
Alember's  question  I  ha\e  to  say  that  I 
Am  not  aware  that  Buckingham  Palace  is 
an  exception  to  all  the  State  Palaces  of 
Europe.  It  is,  in  point  of  fact,  not  the 
«ase,  as  nearly  every  inhabited  palace  in 
Europe,  including  that  of  the  President 
of  the  French  Republic,  is  closed  to  the 
public.  I  have  before  stated  to  the 
House  the  objections  which  there  are  to 
the  opening  of  Buchingham  Palace.  It  is 
unsuitable  from  internal  arrangement  for 
exhibition,  and  it  is  almost  continually 
occupied  by  members  of  Her  Majesty's 
family.  The  Queen  has  given  every 
possible  facility  to  the  public  to  view 
Windsor  and  other  Koyal  Palaces,  and  I 
Am  not  prepared  to  ask  Her  Majesty  to 
make  any  concession  in  regard  to 
Buckingham  Palace,  nor  can  I  hold  out 
■any  hope  that  any  concession  will  be 
made. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG :  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  the  Palace  is  unoccupied  for  the 
most  part  of  the  year,  and  is  there  not  a 
charge  on  the  Estimates  for  it  i 

Mr.  AKEltS- DOUGLAS:  I  have 
.answered  the  hon.  Member's  question 
fully.  If  he  desires  further  information 
I  would  refer  him  to  the  Debate  on  the 
Estimates  for  the  Royal  Palaces,  when 
'this  subject  was  fuUy  disciiBBed. 

CUSTOMS  WATCHERS'  UNIFORMS. 
Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney)  :  I  beg  to  aak  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  with  respect  to  an  answer 
ffiven  on  7th  July,  1898,  in  which  a  re- 
fusal was  given  to  supply  Customs 
watchers  with  uniform,  on  the  ground  that 


the  numlier  was  still  large  who  left  the 
i  service  after  a  few  weeks  or  months; 
whether,  in  view  of  the  statement  made 
'  by  him  that,  out  of  the  343  watchers  at 
present  employed  in  London,  144  have 
ten  years'  service,  and  eighty-six  have 
l>etween  three  and  ten  years'  service,  he 
is  now  prepared  to  reconsider  his  decision  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  certain 
numl>er  of  watchers  employed  on  mes- 
senger duty  have  already  l>een  supplie<i 
with  uniform  ;  and  whether  it  is  intended 
to  supply  the  remiunder  of  the  watchein 
with  uniform. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  t<> 
THE  TRE^SURy  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston)  :  I  assume  that  the  answer 
refeiTcd  to  is  that  which  I  gave  on  4th 
-July,  1898.  I  stated  then  that  the 
regulation  as  to  uniform  was  not  en- 
forced rigidly  ;  and  as  the  lumiber  of 
men  who  leave  the  service  after  a  few 
weeks  or  months  is  still  considerable,  1 
see  no  reason  to  reconsider  my  decision. 
In  April  last  the  Treasury  sanctioned  the 
issue  of  imiform  to  eight  watchers  in 
London  and  four  watchers  in  Liverpool. 
These  men  practically  fulfil  the  duties  of 
messengers  ;  and  uniforms  are  allowed  to 
them  in  order  that  they  may  be  more 
easily  recognisable.  Their  case  is  excep- 
tional and  affords  no  argument  for 
the  general  issue  of  uniforms. 

TELEURAPH  MESSENGERS  IN  THE 
EAST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT  OFFICE. 

xMr.  STEADMAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ting  the  Postmaster-General,  why  tele- 
graph messengers  are  employed  in  the 
East  Central  District  Office  at  (>  a.ni., 
stamping,  sorting,  etc.,  at  the  low  wage 
of  messengers,  when  this  work  is  usually 
performed  by  postmen  and  sorters,  re- 
ceiving a  much  higher  rate  of  pay,  and, 
as  these  l)oys  are  brought  on  duty  at  this 
early  hour,  presumably  for  express  lettei' 
delivery  service,  could  other  arrange- 
ments be  made  to  prevent  bringing  these 
lads  on  duty  at  such  an  early  hour,  which 
must  be  detrimental  to  their  health  ;  and 
if  the  employment  of  these  messengers 
for  postal  duties  has  been  put  into  force 
in  other  offices  to  a  very  large  extent. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  There  are  six  of 
the  senior  telegraph  messengers  on  duty 
in  the  Eastern  Central  District  Office 
from  6  a.m.  for  express  delivery  service^ 
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and  during  any  intervals  in  which  they 
arc  not  engaged  in  such  service,  they  fill 
up  their  time  by  rendering  assistance  in 
the  more  elementary  work,  such  as  facing 
letters.  This  Idnd  of  simple  work  is 
occasionally  done  by  messengers  else- 
where, but  not  to  any  large  extent.  There 
seems  no  objection  to  the  practice,  nor  is 
there  any  reason  to  think  that  the  em- 
ployment of  messengers  at  6  a.m.  is  in 
any  wny  detrimental  to  their  health,  as 
they  are  from  sixteen  to  over  eighteen 
years  of  age,  and  are  only  employed 
upon  the  early  duty  every  other  week. 

POST  OFFICE  SAVINGS  BANK. 
Gkneral  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and  i 
Ha\  erfordn'est) :  T  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster-General,  what  prov  ision  is 
made  by  the  authorities  of  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank,  by  communication  with  the 
depositor,  for  ensuring  that  the  accounts 
are  correctly  kept  and  the  balances  to 
crKlit  correctly  recorded ;  whether  any 
communication  ever  passes  between  the 
depositors  and  the  Department  to  verify 
the  accuracy  of  the  account ;  and,  if  no 
such  communications  are  exchanged, 
whether  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  adopting  some  such  system  as  that  of 
sending  a  statement  annually  to  each  de- 
positor showing  particulars  of  his  account 
and  asking  him  to  return  such  statement 
certified  as  correct  or  the  reverse. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  It  is  one  of  the  re- 
gulations of  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank, 
framed  under  Act  of  Parliament,  24  Vict, 
c.  14,  that  "every  depositor  shall  once  in  ' 
each  year,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  day  j 
on  which  he  made  his  first  deposit,  and  at  | 
any  other  time  when  required  by  the 
Postmaster-General,  forwani  his  book  to 
the  Controller  of  the  Post  Office  Sav  ings 
Bank,  in  a  cover  to  be  obtained  at  any  I 
Savings  Bank  office,  in  order  that  the 
entries  in  the  said  book  may  be  compared 
with  the  entries  in  the  books  of  the  Post- 
master-Generid  and  that  the  interest  due 
to  the  depositor  may  be  inserted  in  his 
Book."  Such  requirement  is  printed  on 
the  depositors'  books,  and  other  means  are 
taken  to  remind  depositors  who  neglect  to 
forward  their  books.  The  examination  of 
the  deposit  book  at  the  chief  office  affords 
a  more  complete  safeguard  against  all 
kinds  of  en-or  than  the  plan  suggested  in 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  faon.  Alember's 
(piostion. 


General  LAURIE :  What  other 
means  are  taken  to  remind  depositors  who 
neglect  to  forward  their  books  1 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Whenever  any 
amount  is  paid  through  a  local  office  it  i» 

sent  direct  to  the  central  office,  and  the 
depositor  is  informed  of  the  amount 
actually  received. 

Mr.  BAKTLEY  (Islington,  K.):  Is  it 
not  the  case  that  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
hundreds  of  millions  of  transactions  have 
taken  place  the  losses  have  been  in- 
finitesimal 1 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Yes,  in  all  these 
years  the  losses  have  amounted  to  only 
£12,000. 

PARLIAMENTARY  PERMANENT 

STAFF. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merth>T  Tydvil) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
when  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Houses 
of  Lords  and  Commons'  Permanent  StaflT 
may  he  expected  to  report,  and  what  haft 
caused  the  delay  in  reporting. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  Committee  wiU 
meet  early  next  week  for  the  considera- 
tion of  their  Report. 

MIGRATION  IN  THE  HIUHLANDS. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  he  will 
state  how  many  crofters  and  cottars  hare 
been  migrated  from  congested  districts  in 
the  Highlands  and  Islands  to  other 
districts  in  Scotland. 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  So  far  as 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  is  concerned 
the  answer  is,  none. 

GRANTS  BY  THE  FISHERY  1W>ARD. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  ha\-ing  reeird  to  the  statement 
a>ntained  on  pa^e  16  of  the  Report  of  the 
Congested  IHstncts  Board  that  a  number 
of  applications  for  fishing  boats  and  fishing 
gear  were  referred  to  the  Fishery  Board 
in  consequence  of  the  powers  given  to 
that  Board  under  Section  32  of  the 
Crofters'  Holdings  (Scotland)  Act,  1886, 
will  he  state  how  many  applications  of 
the  nature  indicated  were  received  by  the 
Fishery  Boanl  in  the  3'ear  1898,  and  in 
how  many  instances  assistance  was- 
granted. 
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The  following  question  also  appeared  on 
the  Paper : — 

(14.)  Mr.  Weir:  To  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
on  page  16  of  the  Report  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  for  Scotland  it  is 
stated  that  applicants  for  fi&hing  boats 
and  fishing  gear  have  been  referred  to  the 
Fishery  Board,  who  have  powers  to  deal 
with  such  requests  under  Section  32  of 
The  Crofters'  Holdings  (Scotland)  Act, 
1886,  will  he  state  how  many  such  appli- 
cants have  been  referred  to  the  Fishery 
Board,  and  in  how  many  instances  their 
requests  ha\  e  been  acceded  to. 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  This 
question  is  identical  in  substance  and 
almost  so  in  words  ^vith  No.  14,  so  I  will 
answer  the  two  together.  I  am  informed 
b\'  the  Fishery  B^rd  that  during  1898 
only  one  of  those  vho  were  advised  to 
apply  to  them  sent  in  any  application. 
It  was  declined  amongst  other  reasons 
because  the  Board  at  the  close  of  1890 
discontinued  the  making  of  such  loans, 
and  they  have  had  no  funds  at  their 
disposal  for  that  purpose  since  1894. 

Mr.  weir  :  The  second  question 
appeared    on    the  Paper  without  my 

knowledge. 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  WeU, 
I  did  not  put  it  down. 

Mr.  \VEIR  :  No.  The  first  question  I 
handed  in  at  the  Table  was,  I  was 
informed,  mislaid,  so  I  wrote  a  second 
one  and  handed  it  in.  I  suppose  the  first 
was  eventually  discovered. 

APPLICATIONS  BY  COTTARS  FOR 
LAND. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  heg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Adv  ocate,  having  regard  to  the  statement 
contained  on  page  9  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  Report,  will  he  state  how 
many  applications  were  received  durine 
the  year  1898  from  cottars  who  desired 
to  obtain  land  in  their  own  immediate 
neighbourhood  ;  and  will  the  Board  con- 
sider the  desirability  of  ascertaining  from 
all  such  applicants  in  future  whether  they 
would  be  wilhiig  to  migrate. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  I  am 
informed   by   the    Congested  Districts 
Board  that  it  is  impossible  to  separate , 
cottars  from  crofters  in  their  applications,  ' 
as  in  most  instances  they  made  joint 


application,  and  in  others  the  petition  was- 
a  resolution  of  a  public  meeting  of 
crofters  and  cottars.  The  Congested 
Districts  Board  consider  that  the  initia- 
tive as  to  migration  should  be  taken  by 
'  the  applicants. 

STOKNOWAY  PRESON. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  I>eg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  if  the  protest  of  the  Ross  and 
Cromarty  County  Council  against  the 
proposal  to  discontinue  Stomoway  Prison 
and  convert  it  into  licensed  ;poHee  cells 
has  yet  received  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland. 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  Yes, 
Sir. 

BRIDGE  MAINTENANCE  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  weir  :  r  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  statement 
contained  on  page  6  of  the  Report  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  Scotland,, 
to  the  eflect  that  coimty  councils  are  not 
authorised  to  spend  public  money  in  the 
maintenance  of  liridges  which  are  luifit 
for  cart  traffic,  will  he  state  what  arrange- 
ments have  now  been  made  for  the  main- 
teiumce  of  such  bridges. 

*Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
statement  in  question  is  not  in  the  Report 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  but  in 
a  memorandtim  by  the  Under  Secretary. 
The  difRculty  has  been  got  over  in  some 
cases  bv  using  the  powers  of  parish 
councils*  If  the  hon.  Member  has  i-ead 
the  next  sentence  he  will  seethe  difficulty 
is  rec-ognised  as  one  that  cannot  be  wholly 
surmounted  without  further  l^;islation. 

DISFRANCHISEMENT  FOR  NON- 
PAYMENT OF  RATES. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord' 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
the  Scottish  (Mce  has  been  able  to* 
furnish  information  in  re^rd  to  the 
number  of  persons  disfranchised  in  Glas- 
gow and  Greenock  through  the  non- 
payment of  rates,  and  is  unable  to  give 
similar  information  in  regard  to  the 
Island  of  Lewis  and  the  western  mainland 
of  Ross-shire,  will  he  ascertain  whether 
the  system  of  collection  adopted  in  Glas- 
gow and  Greenock  differs  from  that 
adopted  in  Ross-shire  and  Cromarty ;  and 
if  so,  will  he  explain  the  nature  of  tha- 
difference. 
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*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  The 
hypothesiB  of  the  hon.  Member's  question 
is  erroneous.  The  information  as  regards 
the  number  of  persons  disfranchised  is 
contained  in  the  Return  No.  376,  of  1899, 
which  includes  Ross-shire  as  well  as 
Glasgow  and  Greenock.  As  regards  the 
system  of  collection  the  hon.  Member 
may  assume  that  it  is  effected  through 
collectors,  and  is  firmly  enforced  when 
possible  by  warrant ;  but  the  precise 
•dates  at  which  the  collectors  attend  and 
at  which  it  is  attempted  to  enforce  the 
warrants  vary  locally  in  each  of  the 
parishes,  and  I  have  already  explained  to 
the  hon.  Member  that  I  have  no  precise 
information  on  the  subject. 

BANFFSHIRE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Sir  WILLIAM  "WEDDERBURN :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  he 
will  state  approximately  what  loss  will  be 
caused  to  the  State-fuded  elementary 
schools  in  Banffshire,  having  secondary 
departments,  by  the  enforcement  of  the 
1 78.  6d.  limit  with  reference  to  the  higher 
.grants  allowed  by  the  new  Code, 
supposing  the  results  of  the  present  year 
are  not  less  favourable  than  those  of  last 
year ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the 
Aberdeen  University  bursary  competition 
last  year  candidates  from  Banffshire  se- 
cured first  places  in  liatin,  Greek,  and 
German ;  and  that  in  one  Banffshire 
school  (Fordyce)  a  pupil  took  honours  in 
no  less  than  four  subjects  in  the  leaving 
-certificate  exfunination ;  and  whether, 
looking  to  these  excellent  results,  the 
Department  will  make  good,  out  of  the 
£35,000,  any  loss  which  these  schools 
may  suffer  from  the  17s.  6d.  limit. 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  It  is 
impossible  to  estimate  what  loss,  if  any, 
will  be  caused  to  the  schools  in  Banffshire 
by  the  178.  6d.  limit  until  the  accounts 
of  the  schools,  which  may  fulfil  the  con- 
'  ditions  of  Chapter  IX.  of  the  Code,  are 
;  submitted  and  examined.  The  conditions 
of  last  year  afford  no  data  for  such  an 
estimate.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  facts 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member  are  correct. 
I  am  aware  that  good  work  is  done  in 
secondary  departments  in  Banffshire,  and 
I  hope  that  they  will  be  able  to  earn  sub- 
stfuitial  grants  for  this  under  the  new 
-Code,  Minute  of  27th  April  would 

not  permit  any  part  of  the  grant  with 
whica  it  deals  to  be  applied  for  the 
purpose  suggested. 


TREATMENT  OF  PRISONERS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  (Lanark,  Partick) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate,  on  behalf 
of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  whether 
he  will  grant  a  Departmental  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  classification  and 
treatment  of  prisoners  in  Scotland,  similar 
to  that  which  sat  in  1895  for  England 
under  the  chairmanship  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Leeds. 

*Mb.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  I  do 
not  know  of  any  reason  for  granting  a 

feneral  inquiry  into  the  prison  system  in 
Gotland.  If,  however,  the  hon.  .Member 
on  the  discussion  on  the  Estimates  is  able 
to  bring  to  my  notice  any  point  on  which 
inquiry  would  be  desirable,  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  will  be  glad  to  consider  bis 
suggestion. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH:  I  will  bring  up 
the  question  on  the  Estimates. 

ORPHAN  HOMES  OF  SCOTLAND. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow. 
Bridgeton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Ad" 
vocate  whether  any  steps  have  yet  been 
taken  by  the  Education  Department  to 
,  secure  for  the  900  children  of  school  age 
in  the  orphan  homes  of  Scotland  that 
education  which  the  law  of  Scotland 
enacts  that  every  child  of  school  age  shall 
compulsorily  receive. 

♦Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  The  De- 
partment has  been  in  communication  with 
Mr.  Quarrier  and  the  School  Board  on  the 
subject,  and  is  now  awaiting  a  reply  to  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  latter. 

STOCKBROKERS  AND  THE  STAMP 
DUTY. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAYZER  (Barrow-in- 
Furness)  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr,  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  working  of  the  new 
Stamp  Act  of  this  session,  under  which  a 
contract  stamp  is  required  on  all  contract 
notes  between  a  provincial  stockbroker  in 
a  town  where  there  is  no  stock  exchange 
and  his  principals,  and  another  stamp  on 
the  contract  note  between  himself  and  his 
agent  in  London  or  elsewhere  where  the 
purchase  or  sale  is  effected,  thus  involv- 
ing the  dutjr  being  paid  twice  on  the 
same  transaction ;  ana  whether  relief  can 
be  granted  in  respect  to  provincial  stock- 
hrohers. 
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*Kiii  M.  HICKS-BEACH :  There  has 
)>eeti  a    considerable  leakage  of  stamp 
revenue  in  connection  with  agency  busi- 
ness done  liy  stockbrokers  on  the  London 
and  other  stock  exchanges,  especially  as  ' 
regai*ds  foreign  agency  business  which 
(under  the  strict  reading  of  Section  52  ! 
{l)of  the  Stamp  Act,  1K91)  got  practic- i 
ally  exempt  from  all  contract  note  duty.  I 
The  words  inserted  in  that  section  by 
Section  I.f  of  the  Finance  Act,  1899,  were 
introchiccd  mainly  to  prevent  the  foreign  | 
purchaser,  who  employed  a  foreign  agent,  , 
continuing  to  get  an  exemption  which  the 
English    purchaser,   who    employed  an 
F^nglish  agent,  did  not  enjoy.    It  was 
not  my  intention  to  impose  a  double  con- 
tract note  duty  on  the  same  transaction, 
and  I  am  considering  a  plan  by  which  the 
paj'ment  of  a  single  contract  note  stamp 
duty  on  each  transaction  may  be  secured 
though  two  or  more  brokers  may  be  con- 
cemoi  in  effectuating  the  transaction. 

TKANSVAAL  AFFAIRS— THE  IJOVEIIN- 
MENT  AND  THE  TIMES. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  why 
the  information  contained  in  the.  para- 
^•aph  in  The  Thiu-Sy  of  5th  July,  with 
regard  to  military  preparations  for  South 
Africa  was  communicated  by  the  Secre- 
lav}"'  of  State  for  War  to  The  Times  before 
any  information  was  given  to  this 
House. 

♦Mit.  WYNDHAM :  Had  any  hon. 
Member  asked  me  a  question  upon  this 
subject  I  should  have  been  quite  ready 
to  give  him  the  same  information. 

ilK.  DILLON :  Has  The  Tiiim  news- 
paper l>eeii  adopted  by  the  War  Office  as 
the  official  journal  in  any  sense,  and  why 
did  the  War  Office  not  make  the  com- 
munication to  other  journals  as  well ) 

♦Mk.  WYNDHAM :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  is  attaching  undue  importance 
to  the  notice  of  the  events  referred  to 
M'hich  appeared  in  T/ie  Times.  There  was 
little  in  that  notice  which  hod  not  been 
announced  by  other  papers  some  days 
l>efore. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.);  No,  no. 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  May  not  the  publica- 
tion of  the  information  in  3'he,  Times  be 


for  the  purpose  of  concealing  proposed 
military  operations  from  the  Boers? 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 
THE   NAVAL  MANtEUVKES. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  a 
question  of  which  I  have  given  him 
private  notice.  I  beg  to  ask  him  whether 
a  certain  paper  called  Tlte  Times  obtained 
information  alone  and  before  any  other' 
paper  yesterday  morning,  and  was  able 
to  publish  the  full  programme  of  the  naval 
manoeuvres,  and  under  what  circumstances 
and  considerations,  expressed  or  implied, 
that  paper  had  received  exclusive  infor- 
mation from  a  Government  Department. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  GoscHBN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  explanation  is 
quite  simple.    Sanction  had  been  given 
on  the  10th  for  the  issue  of  the  papers  in 
question  on  -the  12th   to  such  coiTe- 
spondents  as  had  obtained  permission  to 
emimrk  during  the  manoeuvres.  Under 
this  sanction  the  con-espondent  of  The 
Times,  who  called  at  the  Admiralty  on  the 
llth,  was  given  a  copy  on  the  under- 
standing that  nothing  should  be  published 
before  the  morning  of  the  13th,  when  it 
was  intended  that  all  the  other  news- 
papers i-epresented  should  have  an  eqiml 
opportunity  of  publishing  the  same  infor- 
mation. This  luiderstanding  was  observed. 
On  the  evening  of  the  12th,  however,  an 
authority  competent  to  give  such  an  order, 
being  of  opinion  that  it  was  premature  to 
1  publish  the  information  so  long  before  the 
I  commencement  of  the  manoeuvres,  sus- 
pended the  iaane  of  the  papers  to  the 
i  Press,  being  himself  unaware  that  one 
'  copy  had  been  already  given  under  the 
,  sanction  prenously  conveyed.     I  can 
assure  hon.  Gentlemen  that  this  is  the 
I  absolute  tnith  of  the  motter.    These  are 
I  the  simple  facts.    I  regret  much  the  mia- 
I  understanding. 

1  Mr.  DILLON :  Will  the  right  hon. 
'  Gentleman  state  how  it  came  to  pass  that 
'  that  decision  was  arrived  at  as  to  suspend- 
!  ing  the  issue  of  the  papers  to  the  Press  for 
publication  without  anyone  sending  a 
message  to  The  Tinier  newspaper,  so  tliat 
!  The  Timex^  like  the  other  papers,  might  be . 
.  prevented  publishing  the  document  ? 

;  Mr.  GOSCHKN  :  There  was  no  one 
left  in  authority  to  is-suc  an  Order,  nor 
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was  anyone  there  aware  of  what  had  Balcarres,  Mr.  Dunbar  Barton,  and  Mr. 
happened.    There  was  a  misunderstand-  Drage. 
ing,  but  it  M'aa  done  with  perfect  imta 

0es.  I     Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOrSE. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Is  it  proposed  to  take 
any  but  Scotch  Votes  to-night  ? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
R)  :  I  should  hope  we  may  get  through 
the  Scotch  Votes  and  some  English  ones 
as  well.  I  have  already  engaged  to  make 
a  statement  on  Monday  in  regard  to  busi- 
ness for  the  rest  of  the  session,  but  I 
think  that  should  be,  as  customary,  a 
preface  to  a  motion  suspending  the 
twelve  o'clock  rule  for  the  rest  of  the 
■session. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF    LAND  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
■Standing  Committee  on  Law,  &c. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.  [No.  279]. 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
.Standing  Committee  to  be  printed.  [No. 
279]. 

Bill,  as  amended  in  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, to  l>e  considered  upon  Thursday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  269]. 

■CONGESTED    DISTRICTS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT    AMENDMENT    BILL  [Lonis]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.  [Bill  270]. 

'SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES).  ■ 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  that  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law  and  Courts 
of  Justice  and  Legal  Procedure,  Mr. 
Humphreys-Owen  ;  and  had  appointed  in 
substitution  Mr.  Woods. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the  , 
Committee  that  they  had  discharged  ; 
the  following  Members  from  the  Standmg  ' 
■Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agricul- , 
ture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manu- ' 
factures :— Mr.  J.  H.  W.  Campbell,  Mr.  I 
Maclean,  and  Mr.  William  Moore ;  and  { 
had    appointed    in  substitution    Lord ' 


SUPPLY  [19th  ALLOTTliD  DayJ. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

1  (In  the  Committee.) 

^  (Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis,  Nottingham,  Kush- 
cliffe,     the  ehair.^ 

I  Civil  Service  Estimates,  1R99-1900. 

Cl.\ss  IL 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pi-oposed, 
,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  i;t*,8j^,  be 
.  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
'  sum    necessary  to  defray  the  chaige 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries  and  Ex- 
penses  of  the  Office  of  Her  Majesty's 
Secretary  for  Scotland  and  Subordinate 
Offices." 

*SiR  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN 
(Banffshire) :  I  wish  to  ask  what  action 
has  been  taken  by  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land under  Section  5  of  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Act,  1895. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (.Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  think 
that  should  be  raised  under  the  Fisheries 
Board  Vote. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  Yes,  I  think  m. 

*SirWILLIAM  WEDDERBUKX  :  My 
contention  is  that  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land has  an  independent  power  for 
creating  fishery  districts,  and  that  the 
point  I  wish  to  raise  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  Fisheries  Boanl  Vote. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  lun  .juite  aware 
that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  has 
powers  in  this  matter  outside  the  Fisheries 
and  some  other  public  Departments. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will  farther 
state  his  argument. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  WTDDERBURN: 
The  Secretary  for  Scotland  has  special 
powers  under  Section  5  of  the  Act  to 
which  I  have  referred,  on  the  apph'cation 
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of  certain  authorities,  to  create  and  to 
extend  the  limits  of  fishery  districts.  I 
vant  to  inquire  what  he  has  done  in  this 
matter  since  the  passing  of  this  Act. 
TThere  is  no  doubt  about  the  very  great 
importance  of  the  district  committees 
vhich  he  is  empowered  to  appoint.  One 
of  the  principal  functions  of  those  com- 
mittees is  the  provision  of  bait,  and  the 
management  of  mussel  banks  is  a  matter 
which  also  comes  within  this  Act. 

•Thk  chairman  :  I  understand  the 
lion.  Baronet  is  now  dealing  with  some- 
thing which  does  not  come  within  the 
province  of  fishery  boards,  and  which  he 
cerares  should. 

•Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN: 

No.  I  do  not  want  this  matter  to  be 
dealt  with  by  fishery  boards  at  all.  I 
have  no  complaint  against  the  fishery 
boards. 

♦The  chairman  :  In  order  to  clear 
up  this  point  of  order,  I  ask  whether  the 
hon.  Baronet  is  going  to  discuss  some- 
thing which  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
shoiud  or  should  not  do  in  his  capacity  as 
Secretary  for  Scotiand. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN; 

Yes.  I  wish  to  discuss  something  which 
he  should  do  in  his  capacity  as  Secretary 
for  Scotland.  This  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance  to  our  fisheries.  One 
of  the  most  serious  drawbacks  from  which 
they  suffer  is  the  want  of  cheap,  fresh, 
and  abundant  bait.  These  District  Com- 
mittees are  entrusted  with  the  power  of 
establishing  and  managing  mussel  banks, 
so  as  to  provide  the  necessary  bait  for 
fisheimen.  But  in  addition  to  that  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  imx>ortant  work  to  do 
in  the  administration  of  fishery  interests, 
and  it  is  desirable  for  that  purpose  to 
obtain  all  possible  local  knowledge.  Now 
both  fishermen  and  fish-curers  possess 
special  knowledge  of  that  kind,  and  the 
Fishery  Board  cannot  be  in  a  position  to 
deal  properly  with  these  questions  unless 
they  get  their  assistance.  At  present  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  appoints  certain 
gentlemen  as  members  of  the  Fishery 
Board  on  the  ground  of  their  being 
experts,  but  it  onen  happens  that  a  man 
who  is  an  expert  in  one  part  of  the 
country  is  not  recognised  as  an  expert  in 
another  part.  In  efiect,  undue  promi- 
nence is  given  to  certain  local  interests. 


Section  7  of  the  Act  provides  that  there 
shall  be  an  annual  conference  and  con- 
sultation of  ~  the  representatives  of  the 
District  Committees,  so  as  to  secure  the 
benefit  of  their  advice  uid  knowledge.  If 
the  Lord  Advocate  does  not  put  into  force 
the  powers  he  possesses  under  this  Act 
will  he  tell  us  the  reason  why,  and  will 
he  say  what  difficulties  he  encounters  ? 
Under  the  present  law  it  depends  entirely 
upon  the  initiative  of  local  authorities 
to  get  District  Committees  appointed. 
Under  the  original  Bill  eight  such 
District  Committees  would  have  been 
compulsorily  established,  and  \m\  that 
been  carried  into  effect  we  should 
by  this  time  have  had  the  whole 
thing  properly  organised.  But  unfortu- 
nately that  was  not  done.  What  I  wish 
to  point  out  to  the  Lord  Advocate  is 
that,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  but  one 
attempt  has  been  made  in  order  to  give 
effect  to  the  Act,  and  that  has  proved 
to  be  altogether  futile.  I  know,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  in  one  particular  dis- 
trict in  which  1  ai..  interested,  and  which 
is  perhaps  the  largest  fishing  centre  in 
Scotland,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
enforce  Section  5.  An  apphcation  was 
sent  by  the  Police  Commissioner  of 
Buckie  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  in 
March,  1897,  to  establish  a  district  com- 
mittee, which  would  embrace  the  fisheries 
on  the  southern  side  of  Moray  Firth. 
The  local  authorities  who  moved  in  this 
matter  found  it  very  difficult  to  induce 
the  other  local  authorities  to  co-operate 
with  them.  It  is  a  proviso  in  Section  5, 
that  nothing  can  be  done  unless  each  of  the 
local  authontiea  concerned  acquiesces  in  the 
application,  and  consequently  the  question 
of  forming  a  fishery  district  has  to  be 

}}re8ented  in  such  a  way  as  is  likely  to 
ead  to  a  refusal  iov  fear  of  costs  that  may 
be  incurred.  Now,  in  this  particular  case 
to  which  I  am  referring,  application  was 
made  in  due  course  to  the  county  coun- 
cils of  Nairn,  Elgin,  and  Banff.  These 
were  the  counties  which  were  to  be  taken 
in  under  the  Order.  Nairn  gave  a  direct 
refusal  on  the  ground  that  it  represented 
an  agricultural  population  which  already 
suffered  from  a  heavy  burden  of  rates. 
Elgin  ordered  the  application  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  Banff  sent  no  reply  at  all.  As 
regards  the  town  counciIs:Baoff  appointed 
a  committee  to  consult  with  other  local 
authorities,  while  Forres  absolutely  re- 
fused to  entertain  the  application.  The 
same  amount  of  success  attended  the 
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aijpeal  to  several  bodies  of  Police  Commis- 
sioners. I  mention  this  to  show  that  at 
any  rate  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
cany  out  the  law,  and  the  failure  has 
been  (ine  to  the  requirement  that  all 
authorities  concerned  shall  voluntarily 
join  in  the  application.  As  the  corapul- 
sorj'  proposal  was  rejected  by  the  present 
GoA'emment,  and  as  they  introduced 
instead  the  purely  permissive  principle 
I  do  suggest  that  their  administrative 
officers  are  more  than  ever  bound  to  dis- 
play activity  in  making  use  of  th^  powers 
placed  in  their  hands.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  a  gootl  deal  could  be  done  in  this 
matter  by  the  exercise  of  a  little  judicious 
intiuence.  It  should  be  explained,  for 
instance,  that  the  expense  necessarily 
incurred  is  very  small  indeed.  In  Eng- 
land, where  these  district  committees 
have  been  established,  the  cost  has  been 
very  light,  except  in  Lancashire,  where 
they  purchased  a  fishery  cruiser.  Of 
course,  one  of  the  moat  important  things 
is  that  local  practical  men  should  be 
brought  into  contact  with  the  adminis- 
trative machinery  of  Scotland — with,  in 
fact,  the  Fishery  Board,  and  I  do  believe 
that  if  more  district  committees  were  con- 
stituted, and  placed  in  communication 
with  the  Fishery  Board,  that  body  might, 
with  very  great  advantage  to  the  fishery 
intei'ests  in  Scotland,  establish  close  times, 
and  thus  enable  fishing  to  be  carried  on  at 
a  period  more  favourable  to  the  general 
interest.  It  is  important  that  we  should 
get  the  fishermen  and  fish-curers  organised. 
They  are  intelligent  and  skilful  people, 
and  I  am  quite  certain  that  if  they  were 
properly  organised  in  their  local  districts, 
public  opinion  would  make  itself  felt,  and 
great  help  would  l>e  given  to  the  adminis- 
tration in  dealing  with  difficult  ques- 
tions. Viill  the  Lord  Advocate  tell 
us  what  has  been  done  during  the 
last  four,  or  five  years,  and  will  he 
give  us  an  assurance  that  the  Secretary  i 
v>r  Scotland  will  use  his  influence  with 
the  local  authorities  to  prevent  the  object 
for  which  this  Section  5  was  passed  being  | 
rendered  entirely  nugatory.  I 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E):  ' 
I  wish,  also,  to  bring  before  the  House  a 
question  connected  with  fishery  matters, 
and  it  is  one  which  1  have  felt  it  my  duty 
to  raise  in  past  sessions.  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  Scottish  ^Members  that, 
shortly  after  the  present  Government 
came  into  oflice,  the  Secretary  for  Scot- ' 

Sir  irUliim  Wedilerhtrn. 


land  made  a  speech  in  Glasgow,  in  which 
he  declared  his  intention  of  rendering  the 
Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1895,  effective  in  re- 
■  gard  to  the  extension  of  the  territorial 
limit.    Under  that  Act,  as  hon.  Members 
know,  the  territorial  limit  can  only  be 
extended  with  the  consent  of  the  other 
Powers  bordering  on  the  Nortii  Sea.  The 
speech  to  which  I  am  referring  was  made 
in  December,  1895,  and  from  that  date 
until  now  we  have  been  continually 
urging  the  Government  to  do  something 
.  in  this  matter.    May  1  point  out  that,  in 
this  respect,  a  special  obligation  rests  upon 
'  the  present  Government,  for  it  was  Lord 
Salisbury  himself  at  whose  instance  the 
i  proviso   was   inserted,   preventing  any 
extension  of   limit  coming   into  force 
I  until  an  international  agreement  had  been 
effected  with  the  other  North  Sea  Powers. 
Seeing  that  Lord  Salisbury  became  Prim© 
Minister  and  Foreign  Secretary  within 
I  two  months  of  the  Act  being  passed^ 
we  did  expect  that  he  would  ^ve  done 
something  to  make  it  effective.    But,  so 
far,  nothing  has  been  accomplished.  Can 
the  Lord  Advocate  give  us  any  assurance 
that  something  will  be  attempted  t  I 
know  the  hon.  Memlier  who  last  spoke  is 
under  a  somewhat  pleasing  delusion  as  to 
the  possible  effects  of  the  Conference 
I  which  has  been  going  on  at  Stockholm. 
But  it  was  never  pretended  by  those  who 
were  responsible  for  the  assembling  of 
that  Conference  that  it  had  other  than 
scientific  objects,  and,  therefore,  I  do  not 
think  we  are  justified  in  anticipating  any 
practical  results  from  it.   We  do  want 
something  practical  done.    It  is  quite 
time  now  that  the  many  troublesome 
questions  which  are  agitating  the  fishery 
world  shoidd  be  permanently  set  at  rest 
by  some  kind   of  international  agree- 
ment.   There  is  the  question  of  the 
extension  of  the  territorial  limit  up  to 
thirteen  miles.    I'pon  this  some  of  the 
North  Sea  Powers  are  willing  to  come  to 
an  arrangement,  and  surely  it  would  be 
possible  for  the  Government  to  get  the 
responsible    Ministers    of   the  various 
Powers  to  meet  and  come  to  some  agree- 
ment.    I    do    not   suggest  that  the 
limit  should    be  extetided  to  thirteen 
miles     in    each    case,    but    I  would 
give  power  to  e.vtend  it  to  various  dis- 
tances up  to  a  maximum  of  thirteen 
miles.    I  am  certain  that  if  this  matter 
were  put  in  training,  practical  results 
would  quickly  ensue.    There  is  another 
question  I  should  like  to  touch  upon,  and 
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that  is  the  habit  of  foreign  trawlers  fish- 
ing in  the  waters  of  the  Moray  Firth, 
■which  are  closed  to  British  trawlers. 
These  foreign  trawlers  are  not  allowed  to 
land  their  fish  in  Scotland,  and  so  they 
take  it  to  England.  Surely  this  is  a  matter 
v^hich  calls  for  intervention  on  the  part  of 
the  Government.  Yet  nothing  has  been 
done  for  two  or  three  years.  Cannot  the 
Lord  Advocate  tell  us  that  something 
is  in  training  to  do  away  with 
this  grievance  ?  Another  grievance 
■which  has  been  felt  in  several 
counties  in  Scotland  is  in  regard  to  the 
mode  of  distributing  the  equivalent  grant. 
We  in  Aberdeenshire  are  placed  at  a  dis- 
advantage in  this  matter  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that,  for  the  purposes  of  the  distribu- 
tion, the  rectified  boundaries  are  not 
observed.  I  believe  that  in  all  some  half 
dozen  counties  have  a  grievance  in  this 
respect,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
Lord  Advocate  will,  when  he  speaks  to- 
night, give  us  an  assurance  that  this  and 
other  long  standing  grievances  are  soon  to 
be  brought  to  a  practical  solution. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Rems) : 
I  am  sorry  to  say  I  differ  very  much  from 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  spoken,  as 
to  what  is  the  proper  remedy  for  any 
defect  that  there  may  be  in  our  fishery 
system.  At  the  present  moment  we  land 
far  more  fish  than  we  did  ten  years  ago, 
and,  consequently,  those  who  complain  of 
the  conduct  of  foreign  Powere,  or  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  ought  to  make  out 
a  far  stronger  case  than  they  have  as  yet 
done.  What  suggestions  have  been  put 
forward  to-night  ?  The  hon.  Baronet  who 
first  spoke  wanted  more  fishery  districts 
and  more  district  committees,  whose  busi- 
ness it  should  he  to  establish  mussel 
banks.  I  thought  their  business  was 
rather  to  preserve  existing  mussel  banks. 
Then  the  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeenshire 
asked  for  the  closing  of  the  Moray  Firth 
to  foreign  trawlers.  In  my  opinion,  that 
would  be  a  most  foolish  and  suicidal  act. 
It  must  be  perfectly  manifest  to  anybody 
•who  knows  anything  about  international 
law  that  the  moment  you  begin  closing 
any  waters  other  Powers  will  follow  your 
example.  The  further  suggestion  is  made 
that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  should 
seek  to  induce  foreign  Powera  to  agree  to 
an  extension  of  the  territorial  limit  from 
three  up  to  something  like  thirteen  miles. 
I  think  that  that  would  be  a  profound 
mistake,  if  by  that  it  is  meant  that  every 
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Power  should  have  the  right  of  exercising 
jurisdiction  for  thirteen  miles  for  fishery 
purposes.  Such  an  extension  of  the  terri- 
torial limit  would  operate  mostly  against 
English  and  Scottish  fishermen.  They 
are  already  excluded  from  many  pro- 
ductive fishing  banks  off  Denmark  and 
elsewhere,  anahon.  Gentlemen,  no  doubt, 
are  aware  that  some  of  the  best  fisheries 
are  not  on  our  coasts.  If,  therefore,  this 
proposal  were  carried  out  we  should  be 
excluded  from  far  more  fisheries  than  we 
should  be  able  to  exclude  foreign  fisher- 
men from  on  our  coast.  AVe  have,  in  fact, 
nothing  to  gain  and  everything  to  lose. 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  or  any  Foreign  Minister,  would 
do  anything  but  harm  to  our  fishery  in- 
terests by  increasing  the  prohibitive  regu- 
lations. Already  many  delusions  under 
which  our  people  have  laboured  have  been 
destroyed.  There  was,  for  instance,  the 
delusion  that  trawling  was  destructive  of 
the  spawn  of  fish,  and  so  on.  That  has 
disappeared,  and  I  believe  we  shall  soon 
witness  the  disappearance  of  another 
delusion — i.e.,  that  as  to  the  destruction 
of  immature  fish.  As  we  know,  there 
is  before  this  House  a  Billi  dealing 
with  under-sized  fish.  I  believe  it 
will  prove  inoperative  if  carried. 
I  very  much  doubt  if  even  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  can  be  taken  as 
representing  practical  knowledge  on  the 
question  when  he  pins  his  mith  to  a 
10  inch  sole.  The  hon.  Baronet  com- 
plained that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
did  not  foster  in  some  way  the  formation 
of  district  committees.  But  he  himself  has 
shown  that  almost  everybody  is  against  the 
formation  of  these  committees,  and  how, 
then,  can  he  expect,  in  such  a  state  of 

fmblic  feeling,  that  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
and  could  do  more  than  he  has  done  ? 
The  suggestion  is  that  the  Secretaiy  for 
Scotlana  should  use  his  social,  influence 
to  induce  the  local  authorities  to  agree 
where  they  now  disagree,  and  should 
stuif  them  with  statistics  about,  say,  10 
inch  soles.  But  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  these  committees  cost  a  good 
deal  of  money,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
they  are  likely  to  impose  all  kinds  of 
absurd  and  useless  regulations  upon  fisher- 
men. We  have  some  knowledge  of  these 
committees  in  England,  and  I  have  heard 
of  some  of  the  foolish  things  they  have 
done.  They  are  composed,  for  the  most 
part,  of  farmers,  who  know  a  great  deid 
about  a  haystack,  but  nothing  about  a 
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plaice,  a  sole,  or  a  tiirbot.  I  do  think 
it  is  unbecoming  in  a  great  coimtr^ 
like  this,  where  the  fishing  industry  is 
80  very  important,  that  we  should 
have  practically  no  means  whatever 
of  gaining  a  knowledge  of  the  habits  of 
iis^  No  one  can  say,  for  instance,  why 
last  year  and  the  year  before  no  sprats 
were  to  be  found  on  the  East  Coast,  or 
why  there  are  fewer  soles  on  the  Dogger 
Bank  than  years  ago.  In  the  United 
States  they  have  a  permanent  Commission 
of  Inquiry  whose  duty  it  is  to  collect  in- 
formation, and  if  we  were  similarly 
equipped  we  should  be  able  in  a  few 
years  to  legislate  on  fishery  questions. 
One  result  would  no  doubt  be  to  abolish 
the  Scottish  Fishery  Board,  and  to  make 
a  clean  sweep  of  the  district  committees. 
Professor  Macintosh  has  done  something 
for  this  question  in  his  very  able  book, 
and  I  earnestly  recommend  hon.  Members 
to  study  it.  If  they  will  only  look  at  the 
matter  from  a  practical  point  of  view  they 
will  come  to  the  eonclusion  that  neither 
an  extension  of  the  territorial  limit,  nor 
the  multiplication  of  local  committees  is 
desirable. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  I 
think  hon.  Members  will  agree  with 
me  that  the  hon.  Qentlonan  who  has  just 
spoken  takes  quite  a  false  view  of  the 
whole  situation  when  he  insinuates  that 
the  trouble  is  mainly  one  arising  from  the 
difficulties  between  trawlers  and  line 
fishermen.  He  suggests  that  we  should 
do  away  with  the  Fishery  Board  for 
Scotland  

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  did  not 
quite  say  that.  I  said  we  had  better  com- 

Elete  our  knowledge,  and  that,  when  we 
ad  dojie  so,  the  result  would  probably  be 
the  abolition  of  that  Board  and  of  the  dis- 
trict committees. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber looks  forward  to  the  Millennium.  The 
knowledge  which  he  admits  we  require 
can  surely  only  be  obtained  by  the 
efibrts  of  specialists  and  by  the  aid  of 
funds  voted  for  that  special  object,  and 
nobody  has  helped  more  in  the  very 
direction  that  the  hon.  Member  wishes  us 
to  travel  than  the  Fishery  Board  for 
Scotland.  Let  me  remind  him  that  one 
thing  in  which  our  very  large  fishing 
industry  falls  short  is  the  supply  of  bait ; 
we  actually  have  had  to  import  it  in 
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Scotland  year  after  year  at  a  very  lai^ 
cost.  This  is  the  only  country  in  the 
world  in  which  so  much  coast  line  ha» 
not  developed  the  cultivation  of  shell- 
fish. We  fall  lamentably  short  in  that 
respect,  although  such  fish  constitute  & 
cheap,  useful,  and  valuable  accessonr  to- 
the  food  supply  of  the  population,  u  we 
could  only  develop  mussel  and  clam  beds 
it  would  be  a  great  advantage.  With 
regard  to  the  proposal  to  extend  the 
territorial  limits,  may  I  point  out  that  it 
is  clear,  from  the  Debates  which  occurred 
on  a  previous  occasion  when  legislation  of 
this  kind  was  proposed,  that  the  real  pur> 
pose  of  the  extension  is  to  give  power  to 
the  Fisherjr  Board  for  Scotland  to  set 
apart  certain  areas  and  close  them. 

Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL  (Wig- 
townshire) :  Representing  as  I  do  a 
maritime  constituency,  I  must  offer  a 
word  of  remonstrance  at  the  expression 
which  has  fallen  from  my  hon.  friend  the- 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  with  regard  to 
the  Scotch  Fishery  Board.  It  should  not 
go  out  that  the  Members  for  the  maritime 
constituencies  endorse  the  Tiews  of  my 
hon.  friend. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Abeideen,  South}:  I 
desire  to  associate  myself  with  the  tribute 
which  has  been  paid  to  the  zeal  with  which 
the  Fishery  Board  conduct  scientific  inves- 
tigations, and  to  the  value  of  their  reports. 
Ill  reference  to  the  question  raised  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East  Aber 
deenshire,  viz.,  the  proposal  to  extend 
the  three-mile  limit,  we  have  had  this- 
subject  frequently  before  the  House,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  add  any- 
thing to  it.  We  have  frequently  been 
obliged  to  tell  my  hon.  friend  and  those 
who  think  with  him  that  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  this  country  to  extend  the 
limit.  The  experiment  has  beea  tried  in 
the  case  of  the  Moray  Firth,,  and  every- 
body knows  the  extreme  dissatisfaction 
and  friction  to  which  it  gave  rise.  We 
cannot  extend  the  thirteen  miles  without 
excluding  our  own  subjects  from  waters 
which  are  open  te  the  vessels  of  other 
Powers.  The  matter  cosld  not  be  better 
put  than  it  was  by  Lord  Salisbury,  wheiv 
speaking  on  this  subject  in  1895,  he  said 
he  could  not  conceive  that  a  state  of 
things  could  be  enduied  in  which  the 
f(H*eigner  might  trawl  and  the  Engli^- 
man  might  not  trawl."  In  using  the  word 
Englishman  he   naturally  intended  to 
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include  Scotland,  for  t^is  is  a  method  of 
expression  with  which  we  are  all  familiar. 
Lord  Salisbury  emphasised  that  point, 
and  said  it  would  give  rise  to  extreme 
irritation  on  the  part  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation if  a  Bi-itish  vessel  were  to  be  cap- 
tured for  trawling  within  a  prohibited 
area,  whilst  a  foreign  vessel  is  to  be  at 
liberty  to  do  so.  We  cannot  extend  the 
limit  without  excluding  our  own  subjects 
from  waters  which  are  to  the  vessels 
of  other  Powers.  But  I  suppose  my  hon. 
friend  desires  to  bring  about  an  inter- 
national agreement  to  extend  the  limit. 
The  answer  to  that  is  two-fold.  In  the 
first  place,  those  who  have  had  any 
experience  of  endeavouring  to  negotiate 
a  fishing  agreement  know  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  world  so  troublesome, 
protracted,  and  unsatisfactory.  Secondly, 
it  would  be  more  to  the  disadvantage 
than  the  advant^e  of  this  cotmtiy  to 
efTect  an  international  extension  of  the 
limit,  because  it  would  shut  our  fisher- 
men out  from  fishing  within  the 
thirteen  mile  limit  on  foreign  coasts. 
Further,  it  would  be  almost  irapoasible  to 
enforce  the  policing  of  the  seas  at  so 
great  a  distance  from  the  shore  as  thirteen 
miles.  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  at  three 
miles.  How  would  it  be  possible  in  thick 
or  foggy  weather  to  see  whether  a  vessel 
is  actually  within  the  thirteen-mile  limit  ? 
The  difficulties  are  great  kiveady,  and  they 
would  be  mcomparably  greater  if  we  ex- 
tend the  limit.  I  think  my  hon.  friends 
are  a  little  hard  on  the  Stockholm  confer 
ence.  Surely  it  is  of  the  greatest  possible 
advantage  that  every  avenue  of  scientific 
knowledge  and  research  should  be  opened 
in  reference  to  this  question,  and  I  hope 
the  deliberations  will  be  pressed  forward 
aa  much  aa  possible. 

Sir  W.  B.  GURDON  (Norfolk,  N.): 
I  ^ould  like  to  say  a  few  words  in  sup- 
pent  of  what  has  fallen  from  my  hon. 
friends  from  Scothuid,  and  especially  do 
I  desire  to  address  myself  to  the  real 
hardship  from  which  the  line  fishermen 
suffer  by  their  means  of  livelihood  being 
destroyed  by  the  action  of  foreign  traw- 
lers. In  this  matter  we  must  all  work 
together,  because  the  same  question 
affects  the  whole  of  the  east  coast  of 
EngUnd.  I  believe  that  although  our 
gunboats  do  their  duty  as  well  as  they 
can,  trawlers  know  these  boats  as  well  as 
a  crow  knows  a  gun.  The  only  remedy 
seems  to  be  an  extension  of  uie  three- 


mile  limit.    Of  course  that  seems  a  rather 
formidable  question,  but  I   cannot  sea 
;  any  reason  why  the  North  Sea  Powers 
'  could   not  agree  among  themselves  to 
extend   the  limit,  for  fishing  purposes 
alone,  not  to  thirteen  but  eight  miles.  I  am 
'  of  opinion  that  this  would  be  of  great  bene- 
>  fit  to  our  huxl-working  fishing  population. 
<  Of  course  we  all  know  that  deep«ea 
'  fisheries  are  international,  but  the  iish 
which  hang  about  the  coast  and  along  the 
shores  belong  to  the  countty  whose  coast 
!  they  haunt.    A  mussel  or  a  wJielk  can 
'  hardly  be  looked  upon  as  an  international 
fish.    I  hope  that  the  Government  may 
see  their  way  to  help  us  in  this  matter. 
'  It  may  seem  a  small  thing,  but  it  is.a  iredl 
'  grievance,  and  it  is  in  these  small  things 
that  the  happiness  of  life  exists,  and  in 
'  my  opinion  this  House  might  often  be 
better  employed  in  dealing  with  these 
small  matters  than  with  those  heroic 
measures  with  which  it  sometimes  occu> 
pies  itself. 

•Mr.  weir  {Ross   and  Cromarty).: 
what  is  wanted  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  that  he  should  give  some 
attention  to  the  matter  of  line  fishing 
and  arrange  for  the  extension  of  the  three- 
mile  limit  on  the  west  coast  of  the  high- 
lands and  islands  of  Scotland.    He  has 
the  power  to  do  sc^  without  consulting 
the     signatories      to      the  North 
,  Sea  Convention.     Although  we  were 
I  told  that  the  Fisheries  Conference  at 
;  Stockholm  would  look  into  the  matter,  it 
i  has  done   nothing   of   the    kind.  It 
;  is  purely  a  scientific    conference,  and 
1  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  make  it 
I  a  practical  one.    I  ask  the  Secretary  for 
1  Scotland  to  increase  the  three-mile  limit. 
{ It  is  a  very  serious  matter  indeed  to  the 
I  line  fishermen,  and  the  Secretary  for  Scofc- 
I  land  knows  it.    Out  of  the  total  number 
'  of  trawlers  caught  trawling  within  .the 
I  three-mile  limit,  fifty -two  had  been  caught 
more  than  once,  and  forty  more  thaniour 
times  in  one  year.    The  Secretary -for 
Scotland  knows  that  the  law  is  continually 
broken,  and  yet  takes  no  steps  to  enforce 
it,  which  is  all  I  ask  him  to  do.    The  hon. 
Member  for  Aberdeen  appears  to  hold  a 
brief  fot  the  trawlers.  He  talks  of  Ihe  ex- 
periment which  is  being  made  in  the  Moi&y 
Firth.    It  would  be  a  good  experiment  for 
the  line  fishermen  if  the  foreign  trawlere 
were  kept  out  of  the  Moray  Firth,  but  no 
effort  is  being  made  to  ezdude  them,  and 
that  is  what  1  (xnuplatn  of.   We  expect 

Digitized  by  Google 


899  Supply 


{COMMONS}      {Civil  Service  Ediniaies).  900 


the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to  look  after 
the  welfare  of  Scotland  in  this  matter. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen  talked 
about  international  negotiations.  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  should  bring  about 
an  international  agreement  with  regard 
to  the  line  fishermen,  who  are  simply 
being  mined  by  his  neglecting  to  give 
effect  to  the  powers  he  already  possesBes. 
Another  matter  which  I  constantly  have 
to  complain  of  is  the  sea  police  and  the 
neglect  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to 
look  after  the  cruisers  provided  for  the 
Scotch  Office  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  interests  of  the  line  fishermen.    I  am 
not   speaking   of   the   cruisers   of  the 
Fishery  Board,   but  the  cruisers  loaned 
to  the  Scotch  Office  by  the  Admiralty.  I 
f^ked  the  other  day  about  the  "Jackal," 
and  I  found  that  during  four  months 
she  was  only  77  days  at  sea.  Another 
matter  I  wish  to  refer  to,  which  is 
especially  underthe  control  of  theSecretary 
for  Scotland,  is  the  harbour  arawmmodar 
tion  for  fishermen.    First  of  all  there  is 
Portness  harbour.  Isawthisharbourmany 
years    ago    before    the   Scotch  Office 
interfered  with  it.  It  was  always  a  dan- 
gerous place,  but  since  it  has  been  taken 
over  by  the  Scotch  Office  it  has  become 
much  more  dangerous ;  the  indifference 
which  is  shown  to  the  state  of  this  har- 
bour is  simply  scandalous,  and  as  a  result 
there  are  more  widows  and  orphans  of 
fishermen  in  that  district  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  British  Islands.  For  the 
right  hon.  GtenUeman  who  represents  the 
Scotch  Office  in  this  House  to  sit  on  the 
Government  Bench  and  remain  silent 
when  he  ought  to  speak  is  not  the  proper 
way  for  him  to  act.    I  got  a  promise  from 
the  Lifel)oat  Association  that  when  this 
harbour  was  finished  the  question  of 
placing    a    lifeboat    there    would  be 
considered.     Notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  harbour  is  so  dangerous  the 
Scotch  Secretary  does  nothing.  We 
were  told  on  the  7th  of  this  month 
thafihd  Secretary  for  Scotland  could 
not  '^tervene   further   than   he  had 
don^-^d  that  he  could  not  interfere 
dire^y^.  ■-    Why  not  ?     I  want  some 
actioii^  taken.      We    are    told  there 
is  litigation,   but  litigation  has  been 
going  on  for  years.    Unfortunately,  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  does  not  know  the 
district.    It  is  not  fair  that  he  should 
neglect  such  important  matters.    Now  I 
come  to  the  harbour  of  Portmahomack. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  inti- 
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mated  that  money  would  be  set  aside  for 
the  purpose  of  helping  the  constniction  of 
harbours,  especially  at  places  where  the 
people  were  not  able  to  carry  out  the  work 
themselves.  This  is  just  one  of  the  places 
that  should  be  helped,  but  nothing  has 
been  done.  I  asked  the  other  day 
what  amount  of  local  contributions 
would  be  required  to  justify  an  approach 
to  the  Treasury  for  a  special  grant  in  aid 
of  the  work,  and  I  was  told  "  two-thirds." 
But  in  such  a  district  it  is  impossible. 
Another  harbour  I  wish  to  refer 
to  is  Portnaguran,  Island  of  Lewis. 
That  was  recommended  by  the  pre- 
decessors of  the  present  Government. 
A  Commission  appointed  in  1890  went 
down  to  the  place  and  recommended 
it  as  a  suital>le  spot  for  a  harbour  of 
refuge.  Such  a  harbour,  which  is  very 
sadly  needed,  would  cost  something  like 
'  £30,000.  We  know  that  this  is  a  sum 
I  largely  in  excess  of  any  amoimt  which 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  can  give. 
It  is  because  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
is  unable  to  construct  such  a  harbour 
that  I  asked  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to 
approach  the  Treasury.  We  are  told 
that  a  pier  was  put  up  on  the  other 
side  of  Broad  Bay,  Island  of  Lewis,  but 
that  is  not  the  slightest  use.  It  is  in- 
tolerable that  we  should  be  shunted  al>out 
from  pillar  to  post  in  this  way,  and  be- 
cause of  the  indiflFerence  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  I  beg  to  move  to  reduce  his 
salary  by  the  sum  of  £50. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Item  A  (Saliiries)  be  reduced  by 
£50,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland." — {Mr.  If''eir.) 

*SiR  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London  Uni- 
versity) :  My  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  spoke  in  terms  of  just 
praise  of  the  Marine  Biological  Labora- 
tory, but  scarcely  did  justice  to  the 
Scottish  Fishery  Board.  As  one  who 
has  paid  some  attention  to  natural  his- 
tory all  my  life,  I  should  like  to  recognise 
the  debt  of  gratitude  which  we  owe  to  the 
Scottish  Fishery  Board  for  its  valuable 
work.  Ah  to  the  question  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  territorial  limit,  it  might  no 
doubt  be  an  advantage  on  certain  parts  of 
the  Scottish  coast  to  extend  the  limits, 
but  the  question  must  be  treated  as  a 
whole,  and  cannot  be  considered  from 
the  point  of  view  of  one  particular  dis- 
trict only. 
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•MR.R.C.  MUNKO  FERGUSON  ^Leitb 
Buigbs) :  The  first  subject  raised  this 
evening  vras  the  constitution  of  the  local 
fishery  committees.  There  is  one  point 
in  support  of  the  constituting  of  these 
committees  that  I  wish  to  bring  before 
the  notice  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  and  that  is  the  provision  of  bait. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  line  fishing  in 
Scotland  is  considerably  handicapped  by 
the  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  bait,  and 
that  the  ownership  of  bait  is  not  a  popular 
form  of  property.  If  these  committees 
were  established  I  believe  a  larger  supply 
of  bait  would  be  forthcoming.  It  has  not 
been  popular  in  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try to  own  the  scalps  where  the  bait  is 
obtained,  and  it  is  still  more  difficult  to 
start  mussel-beds  on  new  ground.  If 
these  rights  were  exercised  very  grave 
difficulties  between  the  fishermen  and  the 
officials  would  be  the  result.  I  think  also 
that  we  should  have  suitable  ground  put 
under  mussels,  for  very  great  benefit 
would  result  from  it  to  the  fishing  in- 
dustry. The  other  subject  which  I  will 
Tery  briefly  refer  to  is  the  protection  of 
the  line  ^hermen  against  the  trawlers. 
For  my  part  I  do  not  quite  follow  the  argu- 
ment of  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  South  Aberdeen,  and  I  find  myself 
a  good  deal  more  in  accord  with  the  work 
accomplished  by  the  Solicitor-General  in 
the  Moray  Firth.  The  only  thing  I  regret 
about  this  is  that  the  Solicitor-General 
has  not  been  able  to  complete  hie  work 
there.  But  if  these  foreign  trawlers  can 
come  down  into  the  Moray  Firth  and  land 
their  fish  at  English  ports,  that  upsets  all 
the  work  done  by  the  Solicitor-Greneral  in 
closing  the  Moray  Firth.  Experience  has 
shown  that  in  the  narrow  waters  the  whole 
supply  of  fish  can  be  taken  out  by  the 
trawlers,  and  the  English  Channel  has 
been  almost  entirely  cleared  of  fish  by 
these  trawlers.  Then  again  •  the  line 
fishermen  have  a  very  serious  cause 
of  complaint,  because  their  lines  are 
carried  away  by  the  trawlers.  This  is  a 
very  severe  grievance  under  which  the 
line  fishermen  suffer,  and  I  do  hope  that 
something  may  be  done  either  by  an  inter- 
national arrangement,  or  by  local  regula- 
lation  to  protect  the  line  fishermen  against 
unnecessary  damage.  I  think  the  ques- 
tion of  an  intemationfd  arrangement 
might  have  been  more  vigorously  pushed 
forward,  although  we  recognised  that  the 
recent  conference  in  Sweden  will  do  some 
good,   and  we  look  forward  with  con- 


fidence to  regulations  being  made  in  order 
to  meet  the  justice  of  the  case.  We  all 
agree  with  what  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Aberdeen  said  with  respect 
to  a  scientific  inquiry,  although  there  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  controversy  upon  the 
book  which  Professor  Mackintosh  wrote 
on  this  subject.  We  have  only  got  now  to 
the  fringe  of  the  subject  in  regard  to 
scientific  investigation,  and  in  the  fishing 
industry,  as  in  agriculture  and  many 
other  of  our  main  industries,  I  believe 
that  a  little  money  spent  by  the  State 
will  result  Id  t^e  return  of  many  thou- 
sands of  pounds  to  that  particular 
industry.  I  am  sure  there  is  no  one  in 
this  House  who  would  object  to  money 
being  granted  for  scientific  investigation. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  ;  I  am  afraid 
that  an  important  experiment  may  be 
spoiled  because  the  Scottish  Office  has  not 
carried  out  a  suggestion  which  we  under- 
stood was  going  to  be  carried  out  many 
years  ago.  Ten  years  ago  the  Solicitor- 
General  put  into  the  Herring  Fishery 
Act  a  clause  empowering  the  Fishery 
Board  to  prevent  the  landing  at  certain 
ports  in  Scotland  of  fifh  illegally  taken 
m  the  Moray  Firth ;  but  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  not  prepared 
to  go  to  the  whole  extent  of  Great 
Britain,  because  if  he  had  done  so  he 
would  have  been  met  with  the  opposition 
of  the  English  trawlers.  Now  although 
we  have  prevented  these  foreign  trawlers 
from  selling  their  fish  in  Scotland,  they 
can  still  come  down  to  Hull  and  Grimsby 
to  sell  their  fish,  and  surely  they  should 
also  be  prohibited  in  English  ports  as 
well  as  Sratch.  Ten  years  nave  elapsed, 
and  in  that  great  inland  water  white  fish 
entirely  disappeared,  but  in  three  years 
under  proper  protection  white  fish  have 
come  back  again.  The  experiments  made 
in  this  matter  are  vitiated  by  the  fact 
that  although  foreign  trawlers  can  come 
into  the  Aloray  Firth,  English  trawlers 
cannot  come  there.  The  way  to  remedy 
this  is  to  amend  the  Herring  Fishery  Act 
by  leaving  out  the  word  "  Scotland  "  and 
sul»titutiDg  "Great  Britain,"  and  then 
they  could  not  go  into  either  Irish  or 
English  ports  to  sell  the  fish  which 
they  are  prohibited  from  selling  in 
Scotland.  I  understand  that  the  English 
trawling  industry  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  that.  The  English  trawlers  are 
very  smart,  and  they  are  turning  them- 
selves   into  foreign   trawlers,  DHScause 
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in  the  capacity  of  English  trawlers  they 
cannot  do  what  they  are  permitted  to  do 
as  foreigners.  We  have  had  a  Select 
GcHnmittee  of  this  House  which  sat  a 
couple  of  years  ago,  before  which  evidence 
was  given  by  every  class  of  fishermen, 
ihe  English  trawlers  being  well  repre- 
sented. The  practical  evidence  of  the 
men  who  had  been  twenty  or  thirty  years 
working  as  trawlers  was  that  under  the 
present  steam  system  the  growth  and 
development  of  young  fish  could  not  go 
on,  because  the  trawler  was  there  night 
and  day,  with  the  result  that  you  have 
practically  destroyed  all  the  nurseries  of 
your  fish  in  both  the  German  Ocean  and 
tiie  British  Channel.  The  result  is  that  the 
price  of  fish  has  increased  four  or  five  fold 
what  it  was  under  the  old  system.  Now 
the  trawlers  have  got  to  go  further  and 
further  afield  to  fish,  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay 
and  other  places.  The  Bill  was  passed, 
and  an  Amendment  was  inserted  by 
Lord  Salisbury  under  curious  conditions, 
beoause  it  was  put  in  after  the  Bill  had 
been  read  a  third  time,  which  cannot  be 
done  under  the  regulations  of  this  House. 

*The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  in  order  in  discussing  matters  of 
legislation  in  Committee  of  Supply. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  was  only  incidentally 
mentioning  that  this  Amendment  was 
inserted  after  the  Third  Reading,  a  thing 
which  we  cannot  do  in  this  House.  Upon 
this  subject  we  have  urged  upon  different 
occasions  reforms,  and  we  have  brought 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  because  we  thought  it  was  in- 
cumbent upon  the  noble  Lord  to  see  that 
tiie  Bill  was  made  effective.  It  is  said  that 
we  ought  not  to  permit  any  extension  of 
the  three-mile  limit,  and  that  if  we  did 
we  would  be  striking  at  the  naval  power 
of  Qreat  Britain.  But  surely  we  could 
have  an  extension  for  scientific  and  fishery 
purposes.  Such  an  agreement  could  be 
arrived  at  with  foreign  rowers,  and  several 
of  them  desire  it.  Thegreatest  obstacle  to  it 
haa  been  the  British  Government  working 
in  the  interests  of  a  certain  class  of 
English  fishermenl  The  grievance  of  the 
Scottish  fishermen  is  twofold.  First  of 
all,  certain  areas  ought  to  be  marked  off 
for  trawlers,  and  others  for  line  fishermen 
into  which  trawlers  could  not  come. 
Then,  again,  the  Scottish  Office  ought  to 
be  able,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  have 
the  proWsion  forbidding  foreign  fishing 
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smacks  selling  their  fish  in  Scotland 
extended  to  England  also.  I  hope  the 
Board  of  Trade  will  not  object  to  a 
measure  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  ASHER  (Elgin  Burghs) :  I  should 
wish,  before  the  right  hon.  aiid  learned 
Gentlemen  replies  to  the  various  ques- 
tions which  have  been  raised,  to  direct 
attention  to  the  extremely  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  law  at  present  with  re- 
gard to  the  Moray  Firth.  I  represent  a 
very  large  number  of  fishermen  on  the 
Moray  Firth,  and  it  is  impossible  for 
anyone  to  visit  that  district  without 
becoming  aware  of  the  very  grat 
amount  of  inconvenience  and  disBati^ao- 
tion  which  prevails  in  that  locality,  due 
to  some  extent  to  a  cause  which  it  is 
entirely  in  the  power  of  the  Scottish  Office 
to  remove.  I  desire  to  associate  myself 
with  all  that  my  hon.  friends  have  said 
with  reference  to  the  great  desirability  of 
some  effort  being  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  effect  a  new  convention  with  the 
sea  Powers  in  the  North  Sea,  with  a  new 
to  the  extension  of  the  fishing  limit.  I 
believe  in  adopting  that  view  we  would 
be  acting  on  the  confirmed  opinioo 
founded  on  experience  of  the  whole  fil- 
ing population  on  the  East  Coast  of 
Scotland.  It  is  quite  true  they  are  not 
scientific  men,  but  they  have  a  great  deal 
of  experience  in  this  matter,  and  the 
result  of  that  experience  is  that  trawling  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  coast  not 
only  interferes  with  line  fishing,  but  is  so 
destructive  to  young  fish  as  to  be  highly 
prejudicial  to  fishing  interests  generally. 
What  is  the  position  of  the  law  at  present 
with  regard  to  the  Moray  Firth  t  By  the 
legislation  of  this  country,  trawlers  are 

Prohibited  irom  landing  fish  trawled  in  the 
irthinanyportinScotbnd.  Weknowqnite 
well  that  it  is  entirely  beyond  the  power 
of  the  Government  or  the  Scotch  Office  or 
this  House  to  pass  any  law  which  would 
have  the  etfeet  of  excluding  foreign 
trawlers  from  the  waters  outside  the 
three-miie  limit.  We  are  quite  aware 
also,  when  we  press  that  an  effort 
should  be  made  to  extend  the  limit,  that 
it  is  a  matter  requiring  ^reat  confer*- 
tion,  and  that  there  are  difficulties  in  the 
way  which  the  Government  might  find  it 
almost  impossible  to  get  over.  liV  e  all  know 
how  difficult  it  is  to  get  the  North  Sea 
Powers  to  agree  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
and  we  also  know  that  larger  questions 
may  be  brought  foiward  at  the  same 
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tfime,  involving  considerations  not  exclu- 
isively  connected  with  fishery  matters. 
"We  are  not  so  unreasonable  as  not  to 
xealise  the  difficulties  which  exist,  but 
Uiere  is  a  matter  with  regard  to  which 
no  similar  difficulty  arises.  One  of  the 
^eat  grievances  of  the  Scottish  fishermen 
4fct  the  present  time  is  that  foreign 
trawlers  in  the  Moray  Firth,  although 
they  are  not  entitled  to  land  their  fish  in 
Scotch  ports,  are  entitled  to  land  it  in 
English  ports.  It  is  entirely  within  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  effect  a 
remedy  in  that  matter,  and  what  I  desire 
to  direct  the  attention  of  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  friend  opposite  to  is  whether 
the  Government  will  not  seriously  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  making  a 
<jhange  in  the  law  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  rendering  it  illegal  for  foreign 
trawlers  to  land  fish  trawled  in  the  Moray 
Firth  at  any  port  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
I  do  not  say  that  that  would  be  a  complete 
remedy  for  the  grievance  of  which  we 
complain.  Undoubtedly  what  we  desire 
is  a  convention  having  the  effect  of  ex- 
cluding trawlers  altogether  ;  but  we  be- 
lieve, upon  very  strong  grounds  indeed, 
that  if  it  were  illegal  for  foreign  trawlers 
to  land  fish  caught  in  the  Moray  Firth  in 
any  port  in  the  United  Kingdom  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  reducing,  and  probably 
removing  the  grievance  altogether.  It  is 
■a  very  simple  matter,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
if  the  Government  introduced  a  Bill  for 
this  purpose  

*The  CHAIRMAN:  I  must  rule  out  of 
order  any  remarks  upon  or  discussion  of 
proposed  legislation.  The  question  before 
the  Committee  is  the  salary  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  in  his  administrative 
«apacity. 

Mr.  ASHER  :  I  base  my  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  G«ntleman,  as  a 
matter  of  administration,  <m  the  propriety 
of  steps  being  taken  to  prevent  trawled 
fish  being  lajided  at  any  port  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  power  (Waterfoid,  K) :  As  an 
Irishman  I  think  I  may  congratulate 
Scotland  on  the  manner  in  which  its 
fisheries  are  being  looked  after.  I  re- 
member when,  after  evidence,  a  law  was 
brought  in  which  prohibited  steam  trawlers 
trawune  within  three  miles  of  the  Scottish 
«oa6t.  I  believe  that  law  has  worked  most 
^vantageously  for  Scotland,  and  that  a 


freat  deal  of  harm  has  been  stopped  ;  but 
very  much  regret  to  say  that  what  has 
done  Scotland  good  has  done  Ireland  a 
'  great  deal  of  harm.  The  Irish  authorities 
care  very  little  for  the  fishing  industry, 
and  the  steam  trawlers  which  were  sent 
I  away  from  Srotland  now   invade  our 
:  coasts,  and  we  have  no  power  to  stop 
I  them.    The  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries 
I  have  laid  down  certain  regulations,  but 
'  the  steun  trawlers  ignore  wem,  and  the 
I  Treasury  will  not  even  assist  us  to  the 
'  extent  of  giving  us  a  gun-boat  to  enforce 
I  the  regulations  which  the  Fishery  In- 
spectors have  estabUshed.     I  hope  the 
matter  will  have  the  attention  of  the 
Government. 

I  *Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
I  hon.  Member  for  Banffshire  asked  me  to 
j  tell  him  what  has  been  done  by  the  Sec- 
'  retary  for  Scotland  in  respect  of  the 
power  conferred  on  him  by  Section  5  of 
the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Leith  also  dealt 
with  this  subject,  and  both  hon.  Mem- 
I  bers  brought  forward  this  matter 
!  especially  with  reference  to  the  difficulty 
that  had  been  felt  with  regard  to  the 
supply  of  bait,  and  they  indicated  their 
view  that  local  committees  should  be 
formed  for  the  cultivation  of  bait.  I 
cannot  dissent  from  what  they  have  said 
on  the  question,  because  it  is  a  matter  of 
very  great  importance  to  the  fishermen 
of  Scotland.  It  is  not  altogether  an  easy 
matter  to  deal  with.  I  would  remind  the 
Committee  that  the  experiment  was 
recently  made  by  taking  over  with  a  view 
to  cultivation  the  mussel  beds  of  the 
Clyde,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the 
result  has  been  to  involve  us  in  litiga- 
tion. Unfortunately  local  feeling  was 
against   the  experiment  in  one  of  the 

{Maces  selected,  and  of  course  as 
ong  as  human  nature  is  human  nature 
people  will  not  like  being  excluded 
from  taking  bait  from  a  place  from 
which  they  have  been  used  to  take  it. 
When  I  come  to  what  is  my  actual  busi- 
ness in  this  matter,  the  pressure,  munely, 
on  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to  take 
action,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  Sccro- 
tary  for  Scotland  coidd  not  have  done 
anything  under  Section  5  of  the  Act, 
because  the  only  condition  under  which 
he  could  act  had  not  arisen.  So  far  as  I 
know,  only  two  applications  have  been 
made  at  all — by  Buckie  and  Cockenzie. 
In  the  case  of  Cockenzie  it  was  found  that 
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the  application  was  for  too  small  a  dis- 
trict ;  and  in  the  case  of  Buckie  they  ran 
straight  against  Section  5,  because  they 
had  not  the  consent  of  the  other  local 
authorities,  and  therefore  they  could  not 
go  on.  The  Secretary  for  Scotland  had, 
therefore,  done  nothing,  because  the  con- 
dition under  which  he  could  act  had  not 
come  into  force.  Passing  from  that,  we 
come  to  the  well-worn  fishery  question.  It 
was  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Aber- 
deenshire on  the  matter  of  the  thirteen 
mile  limit.  The  hon.  Member  used  rather 
strong  language,  which  would  suggest  that 
the  North  Sea  Conference  which  had 
taken  place  lately  was  a  mere  device  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  shelve  the 
subject. 

*Mb.  WEIK:  Hear,  hear. 

*Mr.  a.  GKAHAM  MUKRAY  :  The 
hon.  Member  for  Koss  and  Cromarty  says 
"  Hear,  hear."  Ho  ranges  himself  on  the 
side  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Aberdeen- 
shire, whose  words  were  thatthe  Conference 
was  meant  to  hoodwink  the  country,  and 
that  no  practical  result  could  be  expected 
because  the  Conference  only  made  a  scien- 
tific inquiry.  I  should  rather  have 
thought  that  scientific  inquiry  was  neces- 
sary, in  order  that  frnm  what  was 
found  out  you  might  deduce  prac- 
tical results.  I  do  not  know  any 
branch  of  learning,  art,  or  study 
in  which  we  do  not  have  to  begin  with 
a  sdentific  inquiry,  and  then  to  go  on  to 
apply  in  a  practical  way  the  data  so 
obtained.  I  do  not  blame  one  atom  the  ; 
general  tone  of  the  discussion,  for  I  do 
not  think  that  the  hon.  Member's  view 
was  endorsed  by  any  other  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  spoke.  W'e  have  had  a  good 
deal  of  expression  on  the  other  side  of 
the  subject.  Wo  have  had  a  speech  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn.  Any- 
one who  heard  that  speech,  and  who  came 
to  the  subject  with  a  fresh  mind,  might 
have  got  the  idea  that  trawling  was  most 
beneficial  to  fish  culture.  Surety  scientific 
investigation  would  Ixs  at  least  of  some 
use  if  it  stops  the  mouth  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn.  I  have  suffi- 
oient  confidence  in  the  views  expressed 
jy  the  great  majority  of  hon.  Members 
who  have  spoken,  to  think  that  scientific 
investigation  would  show  that  to  allow 
trawling  everywhere  is  not  the  wisest  way 
to  cultivate  fish.  So  far  as  my  personal 
sympathies  are  concerned  I  go  along  with 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray. 


the  expression  that  was  dropped  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  North 
Norfolk,  that  the  fishery  on  the  coast 
ou^ht  to  be  recognised  as  the  natural  pro- 
vision for  the  line  fishermen.  But  this  ia 
not  a  question  of  perscmal  procliWties,  but 
a  question  of  intricate  difficulty.  I  think 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire 
will  see  on  reflection  that  the  Scientific 
Conference  was  all  to  the  good,  and  that 
we  may  expect  some  practical  results  from 
it.  My  right  hon.  friend  the  President 
of  the  Boara  of  Trade  reminds  me  that 
our  delegates  to  the  Conference  got  in- 
structions of  a  character  that  enabled 
them  to  raise  any  practical  question  aa 
flowing  from  the  scientific  questions,  so 
that  practical  questions  must  necessarily 
come  in.  I  cannot  conceive  that  we  did 
not  get  a  feasible  basis  for  approaching 
the  case.  At  the  same  time  this  is,  of  course, 
a  very  delicate  question  so  far  as  actual 
action  eoes.  No  one  regrets  more  than 
I  do  the  practical  difiSculties  that  are 
connected  with  the  Moray  Firth.  I  re- 
gret it  for  the  reason  put  forward  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Caithness  and  others, 
I  think  a  very  crucial  and  useful  experi- 
ment has  been  spoiled  by  the  action  of 
the  foreign  trawlers  in  that  neighbourhood- 
But  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  see  what 
more  could  have  been  done.  It  is  quite 
clear  that  we  could  not  have  excluded  the 
foreign  trawlers;  and  it  is  quite  clear  that 
without  legislation  we  could  not  prevent 
the  fish  being  landed  in  England.  As 
hon.  Members  know,  the  Secreta^  for 
Scotland  has  power  to  prevent  the  fish 
being  landed  in  Scotland.  I  would  be 
very  glad  to  see  the  law  altered  in  the 
sense  in  which  several  hon.  Members 
have  spoken  ;  but  that  is  beyond  me  and 
the  Department  for  which  I  am  speaking, 
and,  moreover,  it  may  not  commend  it- 
self to  all  parties  in  the  House.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Ross  and  Cromarty 
seems  to  think  that  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  without  going  to  the  formm 
Powers  could  do  someuiing  speci^ly  Tar 
the  West  Coast.  I  have  tried  to 
explain  this  matter  to  the  hon.  Member, 
and  I  must  have  done  it  badly,  for  he 
always  returns  to  the  charge  and  makes 
of  it  as  much  a  grievance  as  ever.  He 
seems  to  think  he  puts  me  in  a  dilemma 
by  first  saying  that  this  is  a  case  in  which 
the  North  Sea  signatories  are  the  first 
persons  to  be  consulted  in  regard  to  the 
thirteen  mile  limit ;  and  when  I  say 
"Yes,"  he  asks  me  to  ny  that  tM 
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Western  Islands  are  not  in  the  North 
Sea. 

*Mr.  weir  :  I  never  said  anything  of 
the  kind.  I  called  attention  to  the  wants 
of  the  West  Coast,  where  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  can  make  bye-laws  without 
consulting  the  Foreign  Powers. 

*Mb.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  He 
asked  categorically  whether  the  Western 
Islands  were  in  the  Noith  Sea,  and  I  told 
him  they  were  not. 

♦Mr.  weir  :  The  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land insists  that  the  provisions  of  the 
North  Sea  Convention  extend  right  round 
our  coasts.    My  contention  is  that  that  is 

not  so. 

*Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  We 
have  got  to  this  point — a  statement 
that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  without 
consulting  the  signatories  to  the  North 
Sea  Convention,  may  extend  the  thir- 
teen-mile limit  to  the  West  Coast. 
Well,  to  that  I  give  a  categorical 
denial.  Section  10  of  the  Statute  says 
that  the  Fishery  Board  may  by  bye- 
law  prohibit  trawling  within  thirteen 
miles  of  the  Scotch  coast,  provided  that 
no  area  of  the  sea  within  that  limit  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Her  Majesty  for  the  purpose  of  the 
section,  unless  that  shall  be  accepted 
as  binding  upon  their  own  subjects 
with  respect  to  such  area  by  all  the 
States  signatories  of  the  North  Sea 
Convention,  The  matter  is  really  too 
plain  for  argument.  What  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber seemingly  cannot  bring  himself  to 
believe  is  that  the  North  Sea  Powers  may 
have  an  interest  as  to  where  their  subjects 
can  go,  although  the  places  where  their 
subjects  go  may  not  be  in  the  North  Sea. 
And  therefore,  rightly  or  wrongly,  when 
the  power  was  given  to  the  Fishery  Board 
in  Scotland  to  forbid  trawling  within 
thirteen  miles,  that  was  conditioned  by 
saying  that  nothing  shall  be  held  to 
be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Her 
Majesty  unless  you  get  the  assent 
of  the  North  Sea  signatory  Powers. 
I  think  the  Committee  will  see  that  in 
this  matter  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
could  not  have  done  what  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber urges  he  should  have  done.  As  I 
have  said  before,  we  do  not  propose  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  existing  Act, 
and  we  propose  to  put  in  force  every 


1  power  we  have  got.  One  or  two  other  small 
matters  have  been  mentioned  in  the  course . 

I  of  the  discussion.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Ross  and  Cromarty  referred  to  Port- 
mahomack  Harbour.  I  have  already  told 
the  hon.  Member  how  that  matter  stands. 
He  has  asked  why  the  Scottish 
OlBce  does  not  interfere.  We  do  not  ■ 
interfere  because,  if  we  did,  we  should 
make  the  Scottish  Oifice  liable  for  the 
contractors'  account,  which  at  present  it 
is  not  liable  for.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Aberdeenshire  has  asked  a  question  as  to 
the  mode  of  distribution  of  the  grant  in 
connection  with  the  alteration  of  bound- 
aries. I  can  assure  him  that  it  is  done  in 
accordance  with  a  legal  ruling  which  was  • 
given,  not  by  me,  but  by  my  predecessor, . 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Clackmannan  (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour).  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  was  advised  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  that  it  would  not  bfr 
according  to  law  to  distribute  the  grant  - 
in  any  other  way  than  is  done  at 
present. 

Dr.  FABQUHARSON (Aberdeenshire,. 
W.) :  I  will  not  be  so  rash  as  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  which  has  rag«i  so- 
f  uriously  around  the  Moray  Firth,  or  into 
the  vexed  question  of  line  fishing.  But  I 
desire  to  endorse  the  remarks  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  with  regard  to  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  scientific  investigations  now 
being  carried  on  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  Professor  MacKintosh.  Of 
course  the  old  antagonism  goes  on 
between  science  and  practice.  It  is  very 
inconvenient  for  so-called  practical  men 
to  have  some  of  their  more  cherished  super- 
stitions demolished  by  the  advance  of 
science,  and  in  this  respect  I  allude 
especially  to  those  who  take  a  certain  side 
in  fishery  matters.  I  hope  these  admir- 
able investigations  will  be  carried  on,, 
and  that  the  Government  will  not  stint 
the  contributions  from  the  Treasury,  con- 
vinced as  I  am  that  nothing  but  good  can 
come  from  the  Conference.  Ishould^ 
however,  like  to  know  (1)  what  instruc- 
tions the  British  delegates  are  going  to  - 
:et  before  they  leave  this  country ;  axid 
2)  who  they  are. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs):. 
I  \'ery  readily  and  gladly  welcome  the 
expression  of  personal  sympathy  from  the 
Lord  Advocate  upon  the  question  which , 
has  been  under  discussion.  I  for  one  am, 
perfectly  sure  that  that  sentiment  will  not 
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hinder  any  action  in  the  direction  which 
most  of  us  upon  this  side  of  the  House 
desire  to  see  the  Scotch  Depftrtment  take. 
But  while  I  may  be  allowed  to  welcome 
that  expreraion  of  personal  sympathy  of 
the  Loni  Advocate,  we  must  remember 
that  we  have  not  to  deal  simply  with  the 
Lord  Advocate  in  his  personal  capacity. 
We  have  to  deal  with  the  Scottish  Office, 
and  those  of  us  who  are  interested  in 
fishing  constituencies  in  Scotland  have 
some  cause  to  find  fault  with  the  action, 
or  rather  inaction,  of  that  Department. 
The  Scottish  Office  has  not  done  all  that 
it  might  have  done  to  develop  and  multi- 
ply the  bait  beds  on  the  north-east  coast 
of  Scotland.  I  altogether  share 
the  views  which  have  been  expressed 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Elgin 
Burghs  with  reference  to  the  vexed 
and  difficult  question  in  connection  with 
the  Moray  Firth.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  it  is  a  very  great  grievance  in  that 
part  of  Scotland  that  foreign  trawlers 
should  have  the  right  to  fish  in  the  Moray 
Firth,  and  should  find  convenient  ports  in 
England  for  the  disposal  of  their  fish, 
which  they  are  not  permitted  to  sell  in 
Scottish  ports.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
-Scottish  Office,  having  regard  to  the  views 
which  have  been  so  strongly  expressed  by 
the  Lord  Advocate,  have  done  all  they 
might  to  remedy  the  grievance.  The 
next  point  upon  which  I  think  we  have 
some  reason  to  complain  is  with  reference 
to  the  Stockholm  Conference.  Again 
and  again  during  this  session  we  have 
pressed  the  Lord  Advocate  to  afford  us 
some  information  as  to  the  British  dele- 
gates who  are  to  represent  this  country  at 
the  Conference,  and  not  only  that,  but  we 
have  asked  again  and  again  for  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  scope  of  that 
■Conference,  and  to  this  day  we  have  not 
had  the  slightest  information  upon 
these  points,  either  from  the  Lord 
Advocate  or  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury.  I  cannot  for  myself  see 
why  this  should  be  made  a  mystery  of. 
In  connection  with  this  matter  an  im- 
portant deputation,  representing  the 
fishermen  and  the  fishing  constituencies 
in  the  North  of  Scotland,  recently  had 
the  privilege  of  waiting  upon  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  one  of  the  main  objects  of 
that  deputation  was  to  impress  upon  the 
Prime  Minister  the  necessity,  in  the  in- 
terests of  an  industry  which,  I  believe, 
iinds  emplo^ent  for  something  hke 
$0,000  men  in  Scotland,  of  extending  the 
Mr.  ffedderwick. 


fishing  limit.  I  must  say  that  the  Prime 
Minister  received  that  deputation  very 
sympathetically,  and  led  us  to  believe 
that  so  far  aa  in  him  lay  the  matter 
would  not  be  neglected.  He  also  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  something  might 
be  done  at  the  Conference  which  would 
enable  the  Government  to  take  steps  to 
extend  the  limit.  Under  these  circum- 
stances we  are  fairly  entitled  to  complain 
of  the  attitude  of  the  Scottish  Office,  and 
if  my  hon.  friend  takes  a  Division  on  the 
subject  I  shall  certainly  feel  obliged,  while 
I  have  no  wish  to  diminish  the  Vote,  to 
go  into  the  Lobby  with  him,  in  order  to 
add  weight  to  the  opinion  which  has  been 
expressed  on  this  side  of  the  House  with 
regard  to  the  action  of  the  Scottish  Office. 
At  the  same  time  I  wish  to  make  one  or 
two  observations  upon  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn.  We  all 
know  the  very  great  interest  which  the 
hon.  Member  takes  in  everything  con- 
nected in  the  slightest  degree  either 
with  the  Navy  or  with  anything  which 
is  marine,  and  he  has  shown  to-day 
that  he  takes  a  very  great  interest  also  in 
Scottish  fisheries.  He  has  given  us  a 
great  deal  of  good  advice,  and  he  has  told 
us,  in  effect,  that  we  are  poor  ignoruit 
creatures,  and  know  nothing  about  fishery 
matters  at  all,  and  that  we  are  under 
many  delusions,  one  of  them  being  our 
belief  in  the  Fishery  Board  of  Scotland. 
We  have  all  been  mider  the  hallucination 
until  now  that  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board 
has  done  a  great  deal  of  excellent  work, 
and  is  an  admiraViIe  institution,  and  it  has 
remained  for  the  hon.  Member  for  King's 
Lynn  to  tell  us  that  it  is  an  entire 
delusion,  and  that  the  Scottish  Fishery 
Board  is  of  no  value  whatever,  and  the 
sooner  we  abolish  it  the  better.  Another 
"delusion"  is  that  the  closing  of  the 
Moray  Firth  had  been  of  some  advantage 
to  the  community  in  that  part  of  ScotI»pd, 
for  the  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  baa 
made  the  discovery  that  the  closing  of 
the  Moray  Firth  is  a  foolish  and  suicidal 
Act.  The  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn 
is,  no  doubt,  a  great  authority  on  naval 
matters,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
knowledge  which  Is  acquired  from  experi- 
ence, and  from  direct  .contact  with  fisher- 
men who  have  spent  their  lives  upon  the 
sea,  is  of  much  more  value  than  the  adTica 
hurled  at  our  heads  across  the  floor  of 
this  House  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn.  I  cannot  altogether  agree 
with  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Memb^ 
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for  South  Aberdeen  that  it  would  be  an  ex- 
tremely difficult  thing  to  come  to  an 
arrangement  in  dealing  with  sea  Powers. 
No  doubt  there  might  be  some  difficulty 
in  coming  to  an  agreement  with  all  the 
other  Powers  interested,  but  it  should  be 
the  endeavour  of  statesmanship  to  over- 
come difficulties.  This  is  not  a  mere  fish 
-question ;  it  is  a  question  of  men  as  welt, 
for  on  one  side  you  have  some  50,000 
hard-working  fishermen,  and  on  the 
other  some  6,000  men  employed  on 
trawlers.  Surely  tliat  of  itself,  especially 
when  we  bear  in  mind  the  character  of 
these  men,  and  their  value  to  this  country 
as  a  great  sea-going  Power,  ought  to 
stimulate  us  to  do  everything  we  possibly 
can  to  protect  such  a  large,  industrious, 
and  highly-deserving  class  of  the  com- 
munity. 

♦Mr.  weir  :  I  hope  that  before  this 
matter  is  disposed  of  the  Lord  Advocate 
will  make  some  reference  to  the  large 
number  of  holidays  granted  to  the  men 
on  the  Admiralty  cruisers  engaged  in  pro- 
tection duties.    The  cruisers  are  sent  to 


,  perform  a  certain  work,  and  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  that  they 

I  perform  it. 

I  Dr.  CLARK:  Might  I  suggest  that 
this  should  be  discussed  under  the  next 
Votel 

*Mr.  weir  :  I  am  quite  in  order  under 
this  Vote,  and  I  have  too  much  regard 
for  the  time  of  the  House  to  discuss  a 
matter  which  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  The 
Admiralty  have  lent  those  ships  for  a 
specific  purpose,  and  they  carry  out  the 
duties  assigned  to  them  efficiently.  It  is 
out  of  the  question  for  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  to  interfere  with  the  amount  of 
leave  given  to  the  seamen  on  Her 
Majesty's  ships.  X  think  the  answer 
which  I  gave  to  this  question  on  a  former 
occasion  was  a  sufficient  one,  and  I  must 
respectfully  decline  to  interfere. 

The  Committee  divideQ  :— Ayes,  71  ; 
Xoes,  1.34.    (Division  List,  No.  269.) 
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Souttar,  RoVtinson 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Wctmeath) 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philiim 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Whittaker.  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Carrell  (Nott«.) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Wilfwn,  John  (Govan) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 

Telleks  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Weir  and  Mr.  Hedder- 
wick. 


Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arrol,  Sir  WUliam 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Baillie,  James  E.  B.(Inveme9fi} 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.W.  (Leeds 


NOES. 

Banbury,  Frederick  (Jeorge 
Barnes,  Frederic  (iorell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunlnr  Plunket 
B6ach,Rt.Hn,Sir  M.H. (Bristol 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowles,  T.Gibfton(King8Lynn) 
Brodrick,  lit.  Hon.  St.  John 


Butcher,  John  George 
Campben,Rt.Hn.JA(Gla8gow 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8ten(  Woro'r 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
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Coghill,  Douglaa  Harry 
CoIliDgs,  Rt.  lion.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  C.  Ready 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hod.  L.  H. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Ciipps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crosei,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crnddas,  William  Donaldson 
Curztm,  Vicount 
Dalkeith,  £arl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 

£^rton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Italph  D. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  A.  Edward 
Fergas80D,Rt.  Hn.SirJ.(Manc. 
Field,  Admiral  (EaBtbourne) 
Finiay,  Sir  R.  Baimatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas  j 
Fiaber,  William  Hayea 
FitzGerald,SLrRobert  Penrose- 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortesoue 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbona,  J.  Lloyd 
Goldsworthy,  Major-Oeneral 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hal»^,  Thomas  Frederick 
HanbQi7,Kt.Hon.  Kobt.  Wm. 


Heaton.John  Henniker 
H  elder,  Augastua 
Henderson,  Alexeader 
BermtHi-Hod^Kobt.  Trotter 
Hill,  Arthar  (Down,  West) 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  C. 
Kemp,  George 
Laurie,  Lieut.  -General 
Lawrence,  SirEDurning  (Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (^  orks.) 
LeightOD,  Stanley 
LIewelyn,SiTDilhvyn(Swansea 
Long,Kt.Hn.Walter(  Liverpool 
Lowlea,  John 

Lubbock,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpooi) 
M'Kwan,  AVilliam 
M  'I  ver  SlrLewifl(Edinburgh  AV 
M'Killop,  James 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blnndell 
Maxwell,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E. 
Middleniore,  John  T. 
Monk,  Charles  Jame» 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,Hn.  Fred.(MonmthBh. 
Murray,  Kt.  Hon.  A.G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,Hon.Sir  H.  Staflbrd 
Pilkington,R.  (Lanes,  Newton 
Priestley  ,SirWOveread  (Edin. 
Pnr\-iB,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Ridley.RtHn.SirMatthew  W. 


Ritchie,RuHn.Cha8.  TliomsoD 
Rothschild.Hon.LionelWalter 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Jame6Parker(  Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hii.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand> 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Ed  ward  J  as.  (Someiset 
Stanley.SirHenry  M.  ( LambeUk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Thombum,  Walter 
TomIinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Welby,  Lieut.-l  ol.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  L. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon- 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcester,  N.) 
Wilson-Todd,Wm.H.  (Yorka.> 
Wolff,  Gnatav  Wilhelm 
Wort1e7,RtHon.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wruzhtson,  Thomas 
Wyfie,  Alexander 
Wyn<lhain,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander(BerkB,E.> 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and. 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Qwestiort  again  proposed. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  wish  to  move  the  reduction 
of  this  Vote  by  X500,  in  order  to  call 
attention  to  what  I  consider  to  be  a  case 
of  gross  maladministration  in  Scotland. 
My  reason  for  moving  to  reduce  the 
samry  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  is 
because  he  is  responsible  for  the  police  of 
the  country,  and  although  this  case  also 
comes  in  another  Vote,  I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  discuss  the  whole  question  under 
this  rather  than  to  discuss  a  part  now  and 
a  part  in  another.  The  case  I  refer  to  is 
that  of  Dr.  Lament,  recently  medical 
officer  of  South  Uist.  When  Dr.  Lamont 
was  appointed  to  his  post  in  South  Uist  a 
virulent  epidemic  was  raging  through  the 
island,  the  length  of  which  is  thirty-eight 
miles,  and  its  greatest  breadth  eight 
miles ;  and  in  dealing  with  that  epidemic 
Dr.  Lamont  showed  such  indefatigable  zeal 
and  such  disregard  for  personal  danger — 
travellingdayandnight  over  his  wideparish 
which  was  originally  divided  into  two, 
and  for  half  of  which  another  man  had 
been  appointed,  who,  seeing  that  what  he 
bad  to  do  was  an  impossibility,  resigned^ 


that  he  received  a  special  letter  from  the- 
Local  Govarument  Board  conveying  to- 
him  the  Board's  high  appreciation  of  his 
conduct.  The  sheriff,  who  made  an  in- 
vestigation at  the  instance  of  the  Local- 
Government  Board  into  some  gross  case 
of  neglect  and  incompetency  that  had 
taken  place  during  the  epidemic,  also- 
spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  Dr.  Lamont^. 
and  censured  the  officials  of  the  parishi 
council.  But  friction  having  arisen 
owing  to  Dr.  Lamont's  action  in  con- 
nection with  an  outbreak  of  scarlatina  in, 
some  schools  which  he  caused  to  be 
dosed,  his  action  being  upheld  by  the 
Local  Government  Bwird,  the  parish, 
council  interfered  and  he  was  discharged, 
and  vacated  his  office  in  July.  He  came  to 
London  and  secured  the  position  of" 
medical  officer  in  the  Poplar  Workhouse. 
Dr.  Lament's  new  duties  were  not  to 
begin  until  September,  and  he  had  left 
his  personal  effects  in  the  island.  He 
returned  to  the  island  later  in  order  to 
get  his  effects  and  spend  the  time  until  he 
came  up  to  assume  his  new  duties,  bat 
when  some  of  his  enemies  saw  him  return 
they  feared  that  he  was  going  to  settle 
among    them    again.     They  accord- 
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ingly  determined  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  ' 
some  charges,  pronounced  by  a  jury  to  be 
unfounded,  were  trumped  up  against 
him,  and  a  warrant  was  issued  for  his 
apprehension  on  September  10  last  year. 
"Die  alleged  offences  had  been  committed 
in  the  previous  year  during  the  heat  of 
bis  engagements  owing  to  the  epidemic. 
Dr.  Lamont  was  told  by  a  policeman  that 
some  chai^  was  being  brought  against 
him,  and  ne  had  better  not  leave  the 
iskuid  until  that  matter  was  dealt  with. 
But  he,  having  to  go  south  on  September 
15th,  informed  the  policeman  that  he 
would  be  found  at  his  mother's  house  in 
Glasgow.  On  September  17th,  at  mid- 
night, a  policeman  came  to  the  house  in 
Glasgow,  dragged  the  doctor  out  of  bed, 
lodged  him  in  the  prison  cells  over 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  finally  he  was 
brought  up  in  court  on  Monday  morning 
and  sent  back  in  custody  of  the  police 
to  South  Uist,  where  he  was  put  in  the 
cells  for  another  night,  being  brought 
before  the  acting  sheriff  next  day.  So  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  find  out,  Dr. 
Lamont  was  arrested  without  a  warrant 
being  in  the  hands  of  the  police  at  all. 
No  one  has  been  able  to  see  the  warrant, 
and  when  we  appUed  to  see  it  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  under  the  impression 
that  during  the  four  days  that  this  unfor- 
tunate man  was  in  the  cells  no  warrant 
existed.  The  Procurator  Fiscal  in  the 
-islandf  who  has  shown  the  greatest  malice 
in  the  matter,  on  a  telegram  from  the 
•chief  constable  of  Inverness,  took  steps  to 
arrest  Dr.  Lamont  in  Glasgow ;  but  the 
Haw  on  the  subject  is  that  a  warrant  only 
runs  in  the  district  under  the  jurisdiction 
^f  the  magistrate  issuing  it.  The  warrant 
should  have  been  endorsed  in  Glasgow,  but 
it  was  neither  endorsed  nor  sent  there  at  all. 
If  the  police  had  been  in  possession  of  the 
warrant  unendorsed  Dr.  Lamont's  arrest 
-would  have  been  illegal.  The  only 
person  who  can  be  treated  as  Dr.  Lamont 
was  treated  is  a  convict  under  licence, 
-who  can  be  arrested  without  a  warrant  if 
it  is  thought  that  he  is  getting  his  living 
by  dishonest  means.  The  chaise  brought 
-against  the  doctor  was  that  of  fabricating 
and  issuing  false  certificates — in  other 
words,  something  very  like  forgery.  The 
offence,  if  any  was  committed,  was 
against  the  regulations  issued  by  the 
Local  Qovemmeni  Board  as  to  the  Vac- 
■cination  Ac^  not  an  offence  at  common 
law.  But  nobody  knows  what  those 
j*egulati(ms  are ;  neither  Dr.  Lamont  nor 


anyone  else  has  ever  seen  those  regula- 
tions, and  search  has  been  made  for  them 
in  vain  in  the  Reports  of  the  Board  of 
supervision.  The  warrant,  moreover, 
was  not  entered  in  the  books  of  the 
Sheriff.  I  doubt  the  statements  which 
have  been  made,  because  the  information 
given  to  us  by  theright  hon.  Gentleman  dur- 
ing the  whole  course  of  the  case  has  been 
notoriously  inaccurate.  I  acquit  the  rijght 
hon.  Grentleman  of  anyintention  todeceive, 
but  he  will  admit  what  I  state,  and  there- 
fore I  am  not  inclined  to  trust  without 
some  documentary  corroboration  any 
other  statements  coming  from  the  same 
source.  Then,  allowing  the  existence  of 
a  possible  criminal  attempt,  the  amount 
in  question  was  of  the  very  smallest  and 
most  paltry  character,  but  the  bail 
demanded  was  £100.  Dr.  Lamont  went 
off  on  this  liail,  and  a  fresh  w^rant  was 
issued.  On  that  warrant  another 
attempt  was  made  to  arrest  him. 
Again  a  policeman  went  to  his  mother's 
house  and  bullied  the  old  lady 
to  such  an  extent  that  at  last  she  gave 
the  doctor's  address  in  London.  How  in 
the  world  did  the  Crown  Office  ever 
permit  these  extraordinary  proceedings 
in  the  case  of  a  purely  technical  offence 
at  the  very  outside,  and  where  a  moment's 
reflection  and  inspection  would  have 
shown  them  that  it  was  a  trumped-up 
offence  ?  Had  the  police  a  warrant  when 
they  went  to  Dr.  Lamont's  mother's  house 
to  arrest  him  on  this  second  offence  1  On 
whose  authority  was  it  that  that  trans- 
action took  place  1  But  the  worst 
matter  in  the  whole  case  is  the  way 
in  which  these  warrants  were  obtained. 
Not  only  was  the  sheriff  the  committing 
sheriff  who  gave  warrant  after  warrant, 
but  during  the  whole  time  he  was  issuing 
these  warrants  he  was  being  paid  sub- 
stantial sums  as  a  witness.  That  is  a 
thing  which  every  man  here  will  depre- 
cate. I  cannot  conceive  such  a  course 
being  pursued  in  England,  and  by  way 
of  bringing  the  matter  to  an  issue  I  b^ 
to  move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote  by 
£500. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

That  Item  A  [Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £500, 
in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland."— (5ir  Charles  Catneron.) 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  I  am 
placed  in  a  somewhat  difficult  position  in 
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this  mutter.'    I  am  very  anxious  to  avoid  ) 
saying  anything  which  would  seem  either  I 
unsyioapathetic  towards  Dr.  Lamont,  or  in  i 
any  way  to  appear  that  I  am  not  fully ' 
conscious  of  the  really  excellent  services  I 
of  Dr.  Lamont  on  the  island.    But  the ' 
hon.  Baronet  has  treated  this  case  scarcely  } 
wisely,  and  has  circulated  a  pamphlet  i 
which  shows  a  thorough  ignorance  of  the  , 
criminal  procedure  of  his  own  country. 
He  draws  such  erroneous  deductions  that 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  me  to  allow 
the  matter  to  stand  as  he  has  left  it,  and  I 
not  to  explain  to  the  Committee,  as  I  | 
should,  how,  although  I  exceedingly 
regret  that  Dr.  Lamont  was  subjected  to  I 
the  indignity  of  imprisonment,  that  im- ' 
prisonment  was  perfectly  1^1.  There  are  | 
two  separate  matters — ^that  of  the  prosecu-  j 
tion  and  that  of  the  arrest.    The  hon.  I 
Baronet  has  talked  about  it  as  a  trumped- 
up  charge,  a  small  inaccuracy,  and  being 
under  the  Vaccination  Acts.    It  was  not 
under  the  Vaccination  Acts  at  all.    It  was 
a  prosecution  at  common  law  for  falsely 
uttering  a  certificate,  and  I  should  be  very 
much  astonished  if  anyone  in  this  House 
would  get  up  and  say  that  for  a  man  in  a 
good  position,  who  was  discharging  a 
public  duty,  knowingly  to  put  his  hand  to 
a  certificate  that  he  knew  would  be  used 
for  a  legal  purpose,  and  who  knew  that 
the  statement  to  which  he  was  putting  his 
hand  was  not  true  


Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fife,  E.) :  What  wa» 
the  verdict  ? 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  I  am 
8tu%  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
wish  me  to  correct  an  omission  of  mine. 
The  jury  unanimously  found  Dr.  Lamont  i 
innocent. 


♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  I  am 
perfectly  aware  of  that,  and  I  would  very 
much  sooner  not  have  gone  into  the 
question  of  the  prosecution  at  all  But 
toe  hon.  Baronet  must  remember  that 
juries  are  entitled  to  take  some  liberties 
and  very  often  to  find  persons  innocent 
when  they  think  the  ments  of  the  accused 
on  ordinary  occasions  have  been  such  as 
to  justify  them  in  finding  the  charge  not 
proved. 


Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.) :  No 
one  ever  heard  of  such  a  doctrine  as  that. 
Surely  the  verdict  is  conclusive. 

Mr.  A.  GnOiam  Mmray. 


♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  The 
verdict  was  "Not  guilty,"  and  it  is  con- 
clusive as  to  the  question  of  whether  or 
not  Dr.  Lamont  was  guilty  of  the  crime. 
I  am  not  for  one  moment  attempting  to 
say  that  it  is  otherwise,  but  it  is  not  con- 
clusive as  to  the  question    of  what 
evidence  was  before  the  prosecutor  when 
he  ordered  the  trial.  The  point  I  was  argu- 
ing was  whether  a  charge  against  a  doctor 
of  falsely  issuing;  certificates  can  be  con- 
sidered as  a  trivial  and  trumpedMip 
charge.    The  evidence  upon  which  the 
case  went  to  trial  consisted  of  sixteen 
chaises,  and  that  in  all  those  sixteen 
charges  there  had  been  a  certificate  given 
without  the  doctor  having   seen  the 
patient  after  vaccination.     In  nine  of 
those  cases  it  is  alleged  he  gave  a  certifi- 
cate for  a  successful  vaccination  the 
motocnt    he    had   vaccinated,   but  he 
qualified  that  by  saying  that  he  under- 
stood the  certificate  would  not  be  used 
unless  the  operation  did  turn  out  success- 
fully.   The  evidence  ^ven  in  Dr.  La- 
mont's  behalf  at  the  taial  consisted  to  a 
large  extent  of  the  statements  (rf  other 
doctors,  who  said  that  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  granting  certificates  of  successful 
vaccination  when  they  had  not  seen  the 
children,  but  had  had  information  con- 
veyed to  them  that  the  vaccination  was 
successful.    I  should  be  very  much  sur- 
prised if  medical  Members  in  the  House 
would  uphold  that  as  a  ri^ht  practice.  I 
do  not  want  to  say  anything  against  Dr. 
Lamont  to  lose  him  the  Mnefit  of  his 
verdict,  but  on  the  other  hand  I  tlUnk  I 
am  justified  in  asking  Membm  to  bdieve 
that  the  evidence  on  those  sixteen  charges 
was  such  as  would  certainly  warrant  a 
conviction. 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  How 
many  cases  were  on  the  petition  when 
the  original  arrest  was  made,  and  whcm 
the  four  nights'  imprisonment  in  the 
police  cells  were  suffered  % 


*Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  There 
were  as  far  as  I  know,  six  or  seven,  or 
something  like  that  in  the  original — it 
may  be  only  four  or  five  ;  hut,  as  matter 
of  fact,  before  the  thing  was  done,  ^ere 
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were  from  thirty-five  to  forty  casos  put 
forward.    Of  those  all  but  sixteen  were 
rejected,  and  the  trial  actually  proceeded 
upon  those  sixteen  cases.    The  others 
were  rej6Ct«d  because  the  evidence  was  not 
considered  to  be  sufficient.  On  the  matter 
of  the  prosecutioD,  it  is  utterly  unheard 
of  to  allege  that  there  ia  a  miscarriage  of 
justice  when  you  are  in  a  position  to  say 
that  on  sixteen  charges  you  had  evidence 
quite  clear  as  far  as  it  went,  sufficient  to 
justify  a  conviction.    Then  I  come  to  the 
question  of  the  arrest.    The  initial  griev- 
ance of  the  hon.  Baronet  is  as  to  what 
he    calls   the   "  warrant."  Everybody 
would  suppose  from  his  speech  that 
when     you    got     a     warrant  you 
want  specially  to  maka  an  arrest.  In 
Scotland  you  do  nothing  of  the  sort. 
Under  the  Scotch  law,  when  the  Pro- 
curator Fiscal  proposes  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings against  anyone  he  goes  to  the 
sherifT  with  a  petition,  which  says  that  he 
has  reason  to  believe  that  So-and-so  is 
guilty  of  so^nd-so,  and  therefore  he  asks 
to  be  empowered  to  examine  witnesses 
upon  oath,  if  necessary,  and  also  to  arrest 
the  accused  person  in  order  to  have  him  | 
brought  up  on  the  first  step  of  Scotch  i 
wocedure— viz.,  declaration.    Upon  that  ' 
he  is  committed  by  the  sheriff  for  trial.  | 
Aa  a  matter  of  fact,  every  petition  for  ; 
trial  of  any  sort  in  Scotland  contains  a  j 
warrant  of  arrest.  But  the  law  is  always  j 
very  temperately  carried  out.  If  a  person 
is  not  expected  to  become  a  fugitive  from  | 
justice  the  warrant  is  not  executed,  and  , 
the  Crown  Office  are  always  very  anxious  | 
that  arrest  should  never  be  made  unless 
absolutely  necessary.    All  the  powers  of  i 
the  Procurator  Fiscal  as  to  examining ' 
witnesses  and  so  on  are  based  on  that 
warrant. 


An  hon.  Member  :  A  very  serious 
question  has  been  raised  as  to  whether 
there  was  such  a  warrant.  Can  the  Lord 
Advocate  assure  the  House  that  there 
wasi 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  Of 
course  there  was ;  I  have  seen  it.  That 
is  one  of  the  most  extraordinaij  insiniia- 
tiona  in  the  pamphlet. 

Sir. CHARLES  CAMERON:  No;  I 
say  there  is  no  proof  whatever  that  the 
deed  of  committu  was  signed. 


*Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  What 
could  be  the  necessity  for  fabricating  the 
idea  that  there  was  a  warrant  ?  The 
Procurator  had  it  in  his  power  to  get  a- 
warrant  on  any  day  of  the  week.  The  hon. 
Baronet  has  made  an  incursion  into  the 
Sheriffs  Court  Books,  and  seemed  to  think 
it  wrong  that  the  warrant  had  not  been 
recorded  in  those  boohs.   Aa  a  matter  of 
fact,  warrants  at  common  law  triala  never 
are  recorded  in  the  Sheriffs  Court  Books, 
and,  furthermore,  if  they  had  been  it 
would  not  have  shown  him  anything, 
because  there  is  no  rule  as  to  recording, 
the  date.    Now  comes  the  first  real  con- 
flict of  testimony.     It  is  said  that  Dr.. 
I^mont  had  been  warned  by  the  police 
that  something  wba  being  brought  against 
him,  and  that  he  ought  not  to  go  au'ay.. 
Dr.  Lament  says  he  told  the  police  officer 
he  was  going  away  to  his  mother's  in 
Glasgow,  and  that  the  police  officer  raised 
no  objection.    There  he  is  contradicted 
directly.    The  police  officer  says  that,  so- 
far  from  telling  him  he  wasgoing  'away,  he 
rather  concealed  his  departure  and  went  at 
night.    Which  of  those  statements  is. 
true  I  have  no  means  of  judging.  Even 
assuming  Dr.  Lament's  version  is  true,, 
the  point  is  not  what  Dr.  Lamont  really 
said,  but  what  was  the  representation  the 
poUce  officer  made  to  the  Procurator 
Fiscal.      The  Procurator  Fiscal  lived 
about  five  hours  by  steamer  away.  The 
police  constable  Mdred  that  Dr.  Lamont 
had  left.     The  Procurator  Fiscal,  not 
knowing  where  he  had  gone  or  anything, 
about  it,  considered  that  Lamont  had 
broken  the  understanding  that  he  would 
stay  in  the  island,  and  so  ho  wired  to 
the  Chief  Constable  at  Inverness  saying,. 
"Lamont  has  absconded.      Have  him 
arrested."    This  is  the  point  in  which  I 
consider  a  mistake  was  made.    I  think  it 
would  have  been  more  in  accordance  with 
the  milder  administration  of  justice  which 
we  are  happily  accustomed  to  in  Scotland 
if  the  Procurator  Fiscal,  instead  of  giving , 
immediate  instructions  for  the  arrest  of 
Lamont,   had   applied    to    the  Crown 
counsel  in  Edinburgh,  because  had  they 
been  applied  to  they  would  have  seen 
that  the  arrest  was  unnecessary.  From 
the  very  first  time  the  hon.  Member  in- 
terrogated me  I  have  always  expressed, 
and  lagain  express,  my  great  regret  that 
Dr.  Lamont  was  subjected  to  the  in- 
dignity of  arrest,  and  that  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  took  the  step  he  did.   Bat  the 
Committee  must  remember  that  while  I 
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regret  that,  it  is  quite  a  different  matter 
to  say  that  the  arrest  was  illegal.  I  must 
remind  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite  that  if 
the  arrest  was  illegal  there  are  ways  of 
trying  it  by  a  civil  action. 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  Against 
whom  % 


•Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  Against 
the  police.  With  regard  to  the  definition 
given  in  "  Bell's  Dictionary,"  that  work 
may  be  a  very  convenient  repertoire^  but 
it  is  not  exactly  an  authority  upon  the 
law  of  Scotland.  I  think'  the  hon. 
Baronet  will  observe  that  if  "  Bell's 
Dictionary "  was  quite  right,  arrest  b^ 
telegraph  would  be  impossible.  It  is 
quite  obvious  that  if  people  are  arrested 
by  teleeraph,  the  warrant  cannot  possibly 
be  in  tEe  hands  of  the  people  who  carry 
out  the  arrest.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be 
found  that  the  arrest  was  illegal  at  all. 
On  receiving  the  communication  from  the 
Inverness  police  that  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  wished  to  have  Lament  arrested, 
the  Glasgow  police  acted  in  the  only 
possible  wa^  they  could  have  acted  by 
arresting  him.  He  was  arrested  on  a 
Saturday  night,  and  the  result  was  that 
he  could  not  be  brought  before  the  magis- 
trate until  Monday  morning.  But  when 
he  was  brought  before  the  magistrate — 
and  the  hon.  Baronet  left  this  out 
altogether — he  had  seen  his  agent  on  the 
Saturday,  and  he  also  saw  him  on 
Monday,  when  he  went  before  the  magis- 
trate, and  there  was  not  the  slightest 
reason  why  he  or  his  agent  should  not 
have  demanded  bail  there  and  then. 
Unfortunately,  no  such  demand  was 
made,  and  though  he  went  in  custody  to 
Lochmaddy  to  make  his  declaration  he 
did  not  suffer  any  indignity  during  the 
journey.  As  a  matter  of  fact  he  travelled 
with  an  Inverness  officer  in  plain  clothes, 
and  there  was  nothing  like  being  in 
custody  about  the  aifair,  for  he  was 
allowed  to  go  about  the  ship  like  anybody 
else,  and  he  was  not  imprisoned. 


Dr.  CLABK:  If  he  went  by  the 
mail  train  and  the  ordinary  steamers,  he 
must  have  spent  one  night  in  the  train 
and  one  night  at  the  port  where  he  was 
landed. 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray. 


*Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  The 
hon.  Member  knows  the  boats  better  than 
I  do,  but  that  does  not  matter.  Dr. 
Lamont  was  taken  straight  by  whatever 
conveyance  was  most  convenient,  and  he 
was  not,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  im- 
prisoned. 


Dr.  CLARK  :  But  where  did  he  spend 
those  two  nights  1 

*Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  My 
information  u  that  he  went  straight  to 
Glasgow  without  being  subject  to  any^ 
indignities  whatever.  My  point  at  this 
moment  is  this — that  if  he  had  applied 
for  bail  in  Glasgow  he  would  have  got  it. 
The  hon.  Baronet  said  that  the  police 
took  out  another  warrant,  but  I  think  I 
have  explained  that  this  was  a  necessity 
under  the  Scotch  hw,  for  after  they  had 
fojnd  his  address,  then  the  report  of  the 
case  came  up  in  the  ordinary  way.  There 
was  nothing  for  the  Crown  counsel  to  in- 
terfere in  at  that  time,  because  the  man 
was  out  on  bail ;  if  they  had  found  him  in 
custody  they  might  have  interfered.  That 
is  the  whole  case ;  and  although  I  knew 
nothing  of  the  case  at  the  time,  having 
since  looked  at  the  papers,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  so  far  as  the  prosecution  is 
concerned,  I  think  it  was  a  perfectly  right 
and  justifiable  one.  I  cannot  look  upon 
the  fact  of  knowingly  giving  a  certificate 
which  was  false  as  a  small  matter.  I  say 
this  in  the  abstract,  and  not  in  reference 
to  Dr.  Lamont,  because  I  regard  him  as 
an  absolved  man.  What  I  do  say  is,  that 
in  this  case  there  was  proper  evidence  to 

fo  to  trial  upon.  As  regards  -  the  arrest, 
think  the  Procurator  Fiscal  erred  not 
on  the  side  of  illegality,  but  on  the  side 
of  severity  by  not  applying  to  the  Crown 
counsel  before  having  him  arrested.  But 
the  arrest,  such  as  it  was,  was  a  perfectly 
legal  arrest  J  and  although  I  have  expressed 
from  the  first  my  regret  that  a  man  who 
had  done  such  yeoman  service  as  Dr.  La- 
mont had  done  should  have  been  subjected 
to  this  arrest  at  Glasgow,  yet  I  can- 
not look  upon  him  as  the  victim  of  mal- 
administration of  justice. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire. 
Ilkeston) :  There  are  certain  points  in  tl^a 
case  which  have  not  been  cleared  up  bj 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
I  must  say  that  the  whole  case  is  quite  a 
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nveUtion  to  me  as  to  the  administration 
of  justice  in  Scotland.  I  have  always 
had  great  respect  for  Scotch  law,  and 
for  the  administration  of  it;  but  this 
ease  has  considerably  weakened  that 
respect,  and  bas  made  me  suspicious  of 
the  methods  by  which  the  law  is  carried 
out  in  Scotland.  It  is  perfectly  evident 
that  we  have  here  a  case  of  the  most 
arbitrary  action  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities  and  of  the  police — a  method  of 
action  «'hich  would  destroy  the  authority 
of  the  law  in  any  civilised  community. 
It  is  all  very  well  on  such  technical 

frotmds  to  try  to  justify  this  procedure, 
ut  the  procedure  in  this  case  was  con- 
trary to  common  sense  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  and  has  inflicted  a  very 
great  injustice  on  a  man  who  has  de8er\'ed 
well  of  his  country.  First  of  all  here  is  a 
man  who  goes  down,  probably  a  little  too 
earnest  and  a  little  too  zealous  in  fais 
work,  to  this  locality.  He  devotes  him- 
self to  the  public  health  of  that  district 
with  a  devotion  which  calls  forth  the 
highest  commendation  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  Scotland.  In  carry- 
ing out  that  work,  naturally  he  excited  a 
certain  amount  of  irritation  and  jealousy 
CD  the  part  of  the  local  authority ;  he 

fBts  into  difficulties  with  them,  and  they 
ismiss  him  from  his  post.  Here  we  have 
an  illustration  of  the  injustice  of  the  law 
with  regard  to  the  dismissal  of  medical 
officers,  for  in  this  case  Dr.  Lamont  had 
no  right  of  appeal  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

•Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  That 
law  was  passed  in  1894,  and  I  personally, 
and  many  others,  voted  for  the  medical 
officers  having  the  right  of  appeal,  in 
cases  of  dismissal,  to  the  Local  Grovern- 
ment  Board. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER:  I  think 
that,  knowing  this  was  an  injustice, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  try  and  remedy  it.  There 
has  been  a  Bill  introduced  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Camlachie  to  alter  this,  and 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  will  give 
it  an  opportunity,  at  all  events  next 
session,  of  being  passed  into  law.  Now, 
Dr.  Lamont,  having  excited  this  local 
indignation,  has  to  suffer  from  it  by 
these  charges.  As  to  the  charge  of 
issuing  false  certificates,  I  do  not  defend 
that  ror  a  moment,  but  let  us  consider 

VOL.  LXXIV.    [Fourth  Sebibs.] 


how  far  these  charges  are  false.  Under 
the  Act  of  1863  the  medical  officer  has  t9 
make  the  following  declaration  in  giving 
a  certificate  of  successful  vaccination  : — 

"  I,  the  undertiigned,  hereby  certify  tlwt  the 
child  of  » i-aiid-HO  has  been  buccesttfully  vao- 
cinated  by  me." 

That  is  the  certificate  of  a  successful  vac- 
cination. Now,  I  contend  that  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case  show  that  this 
was  a  malicious  charge.  Let  us  consider 
the  conditions  under  which  this  irregula- 
rity in  the  giving  of  vaccination  certifi- 
cates occurred.  It  occurred  at  a  time 
when  a  terrible  typhus  epidemic  was 
raging  in  that  locality.  Dr.  Lamont  was 
busily  engaged  vaccinating  chiklrun  many 
miles  away  from  his  home,  and  during 
this  epidemic  he  performed  many  other 
duties  which  did  not  belong  to  his  pro- 
fession, such  as  putting  the  corpses  in  the 
coffins  and  other  matters  which  were  out- 
side his  ordinary  duties,  simply  because 
the  people  were  so  panic-stricken  with 
this  epidemic  that  they  would  not  go 
near  the  bodies.  And  when  Dr.  Lamont 
was  doing  all  these  things,  the  local 
authority  seized  that  moment  to  per- 
secute the  doctor  for  not  going  miles  and 
miles  away  every  day  from  his  fever 
patients  in  order  to  see  if  a  child's  vac- 
cination had  properly  taken.  I  say 
that  a  more  malicious  charge  against 
a  member  of  an  honourable  pro- 
fession I  never  heard  of.  That  is  the 
condition  of  things  which  went  on  in  this 
locality,  and  which  the  Public  Prosecutor 
in  that  district  ought  to  have  considered 
further  before  taking  the  steps  he  did. 
The  law  was  actually  set  in  motion  by  an 
old  antagonist  of  this  medical  man,  and 
that  is  the  way  in  which  the  whole  thing 
sprang  up.  That  is  the  kind  of  conspiracy 
which  went  on  in  this  locality  against  a 
man  doing  his  duty  zealously  in  the 
locality,  and  I  think  it  is  only  due  that 
all  professional  men  ought  to  be  protected 
from  such  charges  as  these  whilst  carrying 
out  such  responsible  and  very  often 
difficult  work.  Having  found  out  that 
these  charges  were  being  made  against 
him.  Dr.  Lamont  immediately  com- 
municated with  the  police,  gave  them 
his  address,  and  went  to  Glasgow  to  take 
up  duties  elsewhere.  Now  the  fact  that  he 
gave  the  police  fais  address  ought  to  have 
been  sufficient,  and  therefore  all  necessity 
for  putting  this  man  in  prison  had  ceased, 
for  ne  gave  the  police  ample  opportunit/ 
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of  finding  him.  But  under  this  haphazard 
and  scandalous  administration  of  the  law 
in  Scotland  this  gentleman  is  taken  into 
Gustodyat twelve  o'clock  onSaturday  night; 
he  is  put  into  a  police  cell,  and  is  not 
brought  out  till  Monday  morning,  when  he 
is  taken  some  hundreds  of  miles  in  charge 
of  a  policeman  to  undergo  the  process 
of  making  a  declaration;  and  he  has 
to  spend  another  night  in  prison  before 
he  is  brought  up  for  this  declaration. 
I  say  that  that  is  not  a  proper, 
judicious,  and  common-sense  administra- 
tion of  the  law.  It  is  an  injury  and 
indignity  to  a  man  which  he  ought  not  to 
have  suffered,  and  although  the  right  hon. 
Oentieman  has  e^cpressea  in  appropriate 
terms  his  regret  for  what  was  a  miscar- 
riage in  the  administration  of  justice,  I 
think  we  ought  to  have  something  more. 
Dr.  Lamont  was  put  to  a  considerable 
amount  of  e:q)ense,  for  the  sixteen  charges 
were  placed  before  a  ]ury,although  the  pro- 
secution only  relied  upon  two  of  them.  I 
desire  to  point  out  that  the  verdict  given  was 
not  one  of  "  not  proven,"  but  the  verdict 
was  "not  guilty,"  which  gives  him  a  clean 
sheet,  and  no  one  has  any  right  to  put  an 
imputation  on  his  character.  This  case 
lias  arisen  from  administering  justice 
without  that  common-sense  which  1  be- 
lieve would  have  been  displayed  if  the 
administration  of  the  law  had  been  en- 
tnuted  to  agricultural  labourers.  A 
considerable  amount  of  local  malice  has 
been  displayed,  and  I  think  we  ought  to 
make  some  recompense  to  this  gentleman 
for  the  indignity  put  upon  a  member  of 
an  honourable  profession,  and  some  com- 
pensation should  be  given  to  him  for  the 
expense  and  the  time  and  the  trouble  he 
has  been  put  to  over  this  stupid  and 
altogether  indefensible  maladministration 
d  the  law  in  Scotland. 


•Sir  W.  PRIESTLEY  (Edinburgh  and 
St.  Andrews  Universities) :  I  think  every 
Member  of  the  Committee  who  has 
listened  to  this  story  must  be  of  the 
opinion  that  Dr.  Lamont  has  been  very 
harshly  treated.  Here  is  a  man  working 
through  a  deadly  epidemic  in  the  locality 
he  is  placed  in,  and  all  at  once,  without 
any  summons  whatever  being  issued,  he 
is  arrested  and  placed  in  the  position  of 
a  felon  in  prison,  where  he  is  allowed  to 
remain  from  the  Saturday  till  the  Mon- 
day, and  he  is  given  no  opjwrtunity  to 
clear  himself  before  the  resident  magis- 

Sk  miter  Foster. 


trate.  I  cannot  help  expressing  my  very 
great  regret  for  this  arrest,  and  I  thank 
the  Lord  Advocate  for  taking  the 
view  that  it  is  regrettable  that  this  harah- 
noss  should  have  been  shown  towards  this 
unfortunate  man.  In  reference  to  the 
signing  of  a  false  certificate,  which  has 
been  explained  very  adequately  by  m^ 
i  hon.  friend  on  the  Opposition  Bencl^  it  is 
I  said  that  Dr.  Lamont  did  not  actually 
I  know  a  regulation  was  in  force  to  the 
effect  that  he  was  to  visit  the  patient  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the  vaccinatim 
was  effective  before  the  certificate  is  signed. 
I  know  that  a  great  many  doctors 
do  not  know  such  a  regulation  exists, 
for  many  medical  men  have  written 
tu  me  on  the  subject  recently.  No 
vaccination  can  be  regarded  as  effective 
unless  it   has  been  seen  to  take  its 

E roper  course,  but  in  this  locality  where 
*r.  Lamont  was  living,  he  often  had  to 
traverse  thirty-five  miles  to  see  his 
patients.  He  had,  at  the  same  time,  this 
epidemic  upon  his  hands.  He  was  doing 
his  best,  trying  to  save  the  hvos  of  those 
who  were  dying  from  typhus  fever,  which 
is  quite  different  to  typhoid  fever,  and 
more  like  "  Black  Death,"  for  whoei*er 
touches  the  body  is  liable  to  infection. 
And  yet  Dr.  Lamont  never  shrank  from 
his  duty,  but  did  all  he  could  when 
no  one  else  would  go  near.  Let  me  here 
say  that  I  share  the  regret  expressed  by 
the  Lord  Advocate  and  the  hon.  Memfaw 
for  Ilkeston  that  at  the  time  the  Public 
Health  Act  was  passed  we  did  not  give 
the  right  of  an  appeal  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  when  a  medical  officer  was 
dismissed.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
omission  will  lead  to  much  misunder- 
standing, and  I  think  next  session  there 
should  be  a  Bill  introduced  which  will 
remedy  this  evil.  I  am  not  at  all  dis- 
posed to  incriminate  Dr.  Mackenzie^  the 
magistrate  who  signed  the  warrant,  witli- 
out  knowing  more  of  the  whole  of  the 
circumstances.  He  possesses  an  eminent 
medical  degree,  and  he  has  made  himself 
very  usefulin  the  parish  in  which  he  liv«. 
I  feel  convinced  that  he  would  not  ban 
signed  the  warrant  unless  he  thought  be 
was  perfectly  right  in  doing  so.  I  an 
very  anxious  indeed  to  dissociate  him 
from  any  malice,  for  I  believe  he  is  a 
man  who  is  not  likely  to  allow  prejudice 
to  sway  his  judgment  iu  matters  of  tUs 
kind.  In  conclusion,  I  feel  certain  thsi 
something  ou^ht  to  be  done  in  the  way 
of  compensation.    I  do  not  know  vb»t 
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form  it  will  take,  but  the  Lord  Advocate 
should  consider  how  it  can  best  be  done. 
I  also  think  that  some  severe  reprimand 
■Bhould  be  administwed  to  the  authorities 
Krhocausodall  this  unnecessary  di8ti*esB,and 
who  were  responsible  for  this  inhuman 
4tttack  made  upon  an  honourable  man. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  I  knew  nothing  of  I 
a;his  case  until  I  came  down  to  the  House 
ibis  evening,  but  having  listened  care- 
:fully,  and  I  hope  impartially,  to  what  has 
been  said  on  both  sides,  I  must  express 
my  deliberate  opinion  that  the  procedure 
^opted  in  this  case  was  a  great  mistake 
iin  the  administration  of  justice  in  Scot- 
iaod.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  Lord 
J^dvoeate's  statement  that  there  are  here 
j^rtwf  fade  grounds  for  a  proseoution. 
So  far  as  that  matter  is  concerned,  I 
^lare  say  the  Procurator  Fiscal  had  no 
•option  but  to  allow  the  proceedings  to  be 
tokkevL,  but  there  could  be  no  justification 
for  his  having  ordered  the  arrest  of  Dr. 
Lamont  for  an  offence  of  this  kind.  It 
was  a  very  trivial  charge  against  a  re- 
spectable gentleman  who  was  in  a  high 
public  position,  and  who  had  discharged  his 
daties  with  tbeadmiration  of  his  neighbours. 
What  did  the  Procurator  Hscal  do  1  He 
sent  a  telegram  to  Inverness,  without  tak- 
ing any  steps  to  discover  where  Dr. 
Jjamont  had  gone,  to  secure  hU  arrest, 
.and  he  did  that  in  a  case  which,  as  I 
have  said,  involved  a  charge  of  a  com- 
paratively trivial  character — a  charge  the 
initiation  of  which  was  surrounded  with 
the  very  gravest  suspicion,  because  it  was 
preferred  against  this  medical  gentleman 
who  had  rendered  noble  and  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  heroic  services,  at  the 
i'jstance  of  the  very  people  who  had  pro- 
cured his  dismissal.  If  ever  there  were 
An  occasion  when  a  magistrate  was  not 
only  justified,  but  bound  to  pursue  the 
eourse  which  common  sense  and  \i8age 
prescribed,  it  was  this.  Nevertheless,  the 
Procurator  Fiscal  telegraphed  to  Inverness 
to  procure  this  gentleman's  arrest,  with- 
out taking  the  precaution  of  asking 
the  police  whether  they  knew  where  he 
was  or  not.  It  was  an  odious  process 
by  which  this  gentleman  was  arrested  in 
the  very  place  which  he  himself  had  given 
before  he  left  the  island.  He  was 
arrested  at  his  mother's  house  in  Glasgow, 
hauled  out  of  his  bed  on  a  Saturday 
night,  spent  the  whole  of  Sunday  in  the 
police  cells  of  Glasgow,  and  was  brought 
4ip  next  day  before  the  magistrates.  The 


right  hon.  Gentleman  says,  "  Why  did 
he  not  ask  for  bail  ?  "  The  probability  is 
that  he  could  not  have  procured  bail, 
because  it  is  not  everybody  who  can  pro- 
cure bail  in  a  town  where  he  himself 
is  not  resident.  After  having  been 
brought  up  on  Monday  he  was  com- 
pelled to  take  a  journey  in  the  custody 
of  a  police  officer,  which  lasted  one  day 
and  two  nights,  and  during  the  wholo 
of  that  time  he  was  not  only  technically 
but  actually  under  arrest.  I  am  bound 
to  say  such  an  incident  could  not  possibly 
occur  on  this  side  of  the  Tweed.  I  do 
not  think  that  my  hon  friend,  who 
raised  this  questaon  most  properly  in 
the  interests  of  justice,  was  going 
a  step  too  far  when  he  said  that  if  the 
criminal  law  of  Scotland  were  adminis- 
tered in  such  a  way  the  confidence  of  the 
Scottish  people  in  the  administration  of 
justice  would  be  very  greatly  shaken.  I 
do  trust  we  shall  have  a  further  and  more 
adequate  statement  from  the  right  hoib 
Gentleman — who  has  most  handsomely 
expressed  his  own  personal  regret— as  to 
the  steps  he  proposes  to  take  to  compeur 
sate  Dr.  Lament,  having  regard  to  the 
gross  absence  of  all  sense  of  propriety, 
proportion,  and  decency  on  the  part  of 
the  officials  who  administer  the  law. 

An&liRAL  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastbourne) : 
I  must  say  I  have  never  heard  of  any 
case  of  harsher  treatment  than  has 
been  meted  out  to  this  unhappy  Dr. 
Lamont.  The  man's  conduct  was  heroic 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  if 
there  were  such  an  order  as  the  civil 
order  of  the  Victoria  Cross  I  think  he 
would  deserve  it.  I  am  not,  however,  going 
to  vote  for  the  diminution  of  the  Lord 
Advocate's  salary.  He  has  done  his  duty 
under  great  difficulties,  and  has  won  our 
approval  and  admiration,  but  I  think  he 
should  speak  out  in  this  House  more 
strongly  by  way  of  denunciation  of  these 
incompetent  Scottish  officials.  God  help 
us  if  we  had  such  men  in  our  country.  I 
think  Dr.  Lwiont  could  not  have  bees 
treated  worse  if  he  had  been  a  felon 
guilty  of  the  most  atrocious  crime.  Why 
was  not  a  summons  issued  t  The  Lord 
Advocate  tells  us  that  a  warrant  havii^ 
been  received  from  the  Procurator  Fiscu 
it  was  bound  to  be  carried  out.  I  think 
these  offidfds  should  have  used  their  own 
discretion.  I  should  like  to  see  any  member 
of  the  Government  coming  before  me  and 
asking  for  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of 
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any  man.  Why  did  not  the  magistrate 
offer  to  bind  him  over  in  his  own 
recognisances,  which  he  mi^t  have 
done  1  The  excuse  made  by  the  Lord 
Advocate  for  this  gross  miscarriage 
of  justice  is  inadequate  to  meet  the  case, 
which  has  not  l)een  in  any  way  overstated. 
If  there  had  been  a  technical  offence  com- 
mitted it  could  have  been  met  in  the 
ordinary  way  by  a  reprimand,  and  I  think 
the  medical  gentlemen  of  this  House  have 
made  out  a  strong  case  for  an  appeal  in 
such  cases  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
instead  of  poor  law  officers  being,  as  they 
are  at  present,  at  the  mercy  of  irre- 
aponsible,  unreflecting,  and  vindictive 
officials.  I  think  the  whole  case  from 
b^inning  to  end  was  one  of  vindictive 
spite.  I  believe  no  compensation  is 
possi))le  in  this  ca.se,  and  compensation  is 
a  difficult  thing  to  give,  but  if  anybody 
were  fool  enough  to  entertain  a  bad 
opinion  of  Dr.  Lamont  this  discussion 
would  re-establish  him  as  a  man  worthy 
of  our  greatest  respect  and  esteem.  These 
men  who  have  failed  in  their  duty  should 
certainly  be  censured  by  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  and  if  Dr.  Lamont 
cannot  be  compensated,  he  should  at 
least  be  awarded  the  very  serious  costs  he 
has  incurred.  I  have  only  risen  because 
I  am  indignant,  and  I  wish  to  show  as  an 
Englishman  and  a  magistrate  that  I  have 
sympathy  with  a  case  of  this  kind,  and 
that  as  an  English  Member  I  warmly 
support  the  Scotch  Members  in  this 
matter,  and  1  say  we  are  not  satisfied 
with  the  answer  which  has  been  given. 
We  all  admire  the  Lord  Advocate,  but 
we  are  not  satisfied  that  he  has  eiven  that 
amount  of  official  censure  which  the  case 
demand?, 


Dr.  FARQUHAESON  :  The  hon.  and 

gallant  Admiral  used  two  words,  "vindic- 
tive spite,"  which  to  my  mind  indicate 
the  real  meaning  of  this  case.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  verdict  of  this  Committee 
will  be  the  same  verdict  that  Dr.  Lamont 
got  from  a  court  of  law  when  he 
left  the  court  without  a  stain  on  his 
character.  I  was  very  much  disappointed 
indeed  vith  the  defence  of  the  Lord 
Advocate.  I  ha,ye  no  doubt  that  from  a 
feeling  of  loyalty  to  his  officials  the  right 
hon.  Ocntieman  thought  it  his  duty 
to  defend  them  against  the  charge 
brought  against  them.  This  is  a  case 
surrounded  with  more  narrow,  wretched, 

Admiral  Field. 


and  vindictive  spite  than  I  have  ever 
come  across  in  the  whole  course  d 
my  existence.  Here  was  Br.  Lamont 
working  single-handed  against  death  and 
pestilence.  He  attacked  single-handed 
typhus  fever  when  others  fled  j  he  watched 
the  dying  moments  of  the  suffererSr 
actually  put  them  into  their  coffins  when 
they  died,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  he  did 
not  bury  them  with  his  own  hands. 
Those  officials,  whose  cowardice  was  very 
properly  denounced  by  those  in  authority, 
afterwards  entered  into  a  mean  and 
wretched  conspiracy  to  hound  this  brave 
man  out  of  office.  The  fact  is  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  School  JBoard  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Parish  Council  are  one 
and  the  same  individwU,  and  I  am 
ashamed  to  say  that  a  minister  of  religimi 
did  not  think  it  beneath  the  dignity  of 
his  office  to  denounce  Dr.  Lamont  at  the 
open  grave  of  one  of  his  patients  in  such 
vigorous  terms  that  no  person  dared  to 
consult  him,  and  because  of  the  sway  of 
this  priestly  despotism  none  went  near 
him,  and  several  died  from  want  ti 
medical  attendance.  Dr.  Lamont  beat 
them  on  their  own  ground.  He  beat  the 
Chairman  of  the  School  Board,  and  he 
ordered  the  school  to  be  shut  up.  We 
have  had  the  facts  of  the  case  put  v^ 
clearly  before  us.  It  is,  indeed,  a  miser- 
able, lamentable  story,  and  the  Loid 
Advocate's  answer  is  to  my  mind  singu- 
larly insufficient  to  meet  the  facts  of  the 
case.  The  Lord  Advocate  seems  to  cast 
some  aspersion  on  the  finding  of  the  jury, 
but  Dr.  Lamont  was  arrested  on  sixteen 
charges,  one  of  which  was  withdrawn, 
and  he  was  triumphantly  acquitted  by 
the  jury  of  the  rest,  leaving  tlie 
court  without  a  stain  on  his 
character.  I  consider  that  instead  of  being 
abused,  persecuted,  and  cast  into  prison,, 
it  would  be  far  more  to  the  purpose  if  he 
were  brought  to  the  Bar  of  the  House 
and,  like  an  illustrious  general  recently, 
had  handed  over  to  him  a  sum  of  pubfic 
money  to  compensate  him  for  his  trials 
his  work,  and  his  difficulties.  Manr  of 
us  feel  very  strongly  that  sometliing 
should  be  done,  not  to  reinstate  Dr.  La- 
ment, but  to  give  him  some  practical  and 
substantial  consolation  for  his  laowated 
feelinsB,  and  also  for  the  loss  of  money 
and  the  temporary  loss  of  prestige  wlura 
he  incurred  in  consequence  of  one  of  the 
meanest  and  most  despicable  bits  of  perae- 
cution  which  it  has  ever  been  my  m  to 
bear  exposed  in  this  House. 
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Mr.  ALEXANDER  CEOSS  (Glaacow, 
Camlachie):  I  cannot  understand  how  there 
•can  be  any  other  solution  of  this  question 
(han  the  jcondenmation  of  the  officials 
whom  the  Lord  Advocate  shelters  under 
his  wing.  I  heard  what  the  hon.  and 
.gallant  Admiral  said  about  the  admini- 
stration of  the  law  in  Scotland,  and 
I  am  surprised  to  find  that  many 
•other  Members  of  this  House  are  not 
as  indignant  as  he  ia.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  only  course  for  a  just,  pru- 
dent, and  carefiu  Grovernment  to  adopt  in 
A  case  so  monstrous  and  unjust  as  this  is 
to  punish  the  guilty  officials. 

♦Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  :  I  do 
not  really  know  whether  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man  was  in  the  House  when  I  spoke. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS:  No,  I  was 
not. 

•Mr.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  :  Then  I 
think  itisalmost  a  pity  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man expressed  himself  so  strongly.  I  did 
not  disguise  from  the  Committee  that  I 
thought  the  conduct  of  the  officials  was 
wrong  in  ordering  the  arrest.  Instruc- 
tions ought  to  have  been  taken  from  the 
Crown  Office.  However,  after  all  is  said 
and  done  I  do  not  see  anything  wrong  in 
this  case  except  what  I  have  put  my 
finger  upon ;  and,  as  tothat^  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  I  will  take  proceedings  by  con- 
veying censure. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  :  I  waade- 
tainedon  business  of  a  public  natm-e  during 
the  reply  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  and  I  regret  X  was  not  in  the 
House,  but  I  gather  from  what  I  heard 
■of  the  Debate  that  those  who  were  inte- 
rested in  this  case  were  not  satisfied  with 
what  had  been  promised.  I  want,in  thefirst 
place,  compensation  so  far  as  it  con  be 
given  to  this  gentleman  who  has  been  so 
hardly  used,  but  I  want  also  to  prevent 
such  a  thing  occurring  again.  Dr.  Lamont 
was  dismissed  by  the  local  authorities 
without  any  appeal  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Boani  in  Edinburgh.  Poor  Law- 
officers  in  Scotland  are  denied  the  right 
«f  appeal  which  is  possessed  by  Poor  Law 
-officers  in  England  under  the  Local 
Oovemment  Act  of  1894.  There  is  a 
right  of  appeal  in  respect  of  the  duties 
And  emoluments  of  Poor  I^aw  officials,  but 
the  effect  of  the  administration  of  that 
appeal  is  that  when  the  authorities  in 
Ixunburgh  redress  the  grievances  of  a 
Poor  I>aw  officer  in  that  respect  the  local 


authorities  dismiss  him.  I  hope  the 
Government  will  not  take  up  an  attitude 
on  this  question  in  which  I  cannot  follow 
them.  I  hope  the  Government  will  not 
mistake  my  attitude,  but  I  cannot  follow 
them  when  they  are  wrong.  A  great 
amount  of  scandalous  injustice  has  oeen 
done,  and  there  should  be  a  strong  vindi- 
cation of  any  man  who  has  been  so  un- 
justly used. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  A  very  important  point 
has  been  overlooked,  namely,  that  a  con- 
spiracy took  phice  for  the  purpose  of 
attempting  to  ruin  a  man  who  tried  to  do 
his  duty.  We  are  going  to  determine  to- 
night whether  the  Procurator  Fisod  aided 
and  abetted  the  conspiracy,  or  whether  he 
acted  ignorantly.  What  wo  want  to  get 
at  is  whether  the  Procurator  Fiscal  acted 
ignorantly  or  wilfully,  and  so  far  as  the 
evidence  goes,  it  seems  to  show  that  he 
acted  as  vindictively  as  the  parish  priest. 
What  happened  was  this.  A  gentleman 
was  appointed  medical  officer  of  health, 
and  he  fbund  himself  in  antagonism  with 
the  body  who  appointed  him.  Tlie  Local 
Government  Bocuil  in  Scotland  sent  down 
an  inspector,  and  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
made  by  him  was  that  the  men  who 
had  employed  Dr.  Lamont  acted  with 
meanness  and  cowardice,  and  that  Dr. 
Lamont  received  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  a  testimonial  couched  in 
more  extravagantly  eulogistic  terms  than 
were  ever  given  to  a  Civil  servant.  Here 
is  a  case  of  a  local  body  not  doing  its 
duty,  and  behaving  in  a  contemptible  man- 
ner, for  which  they  were  denounced  by  the 
Local  Government  Board.  I  agree  vtiVa.  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  that  the  Scot- 
tish criminal  law  is  of  a  very  oppressive 
character  unless  it  is  well  administered 
— it  all  depends  on  the  administration. 
The  letter  of  the  law  gives  terrible  power 
to  the  Procurator  Fiscal,  but  that  power 
is  very  seldom  abusetl.  It  has  been 
abused  in  this  case,  and  abused  wilfully, 
and  though  the  Lord  Advocate  has  not 
power  to  dismiss  the  Procurator  Fiscal 
'  concerned,  we  shall  be  asked  to  vote  that 
'  official's  salary  later,  and  I  hope  we  will 
not  do  it.  We  have  to  determine  whether 
this  person  acted  ignorantlyi  and  ought  to 
be  let  off  with  a  censure^  or  whether  he 
aided  and  abetted  in  a  conspiracy  to 
cmsh  Dr.  Lamont.  What  happened  1 
The  Roman  Catliolic  clci-gyman  was 
chairman  of  the  school  baard,  and  also 
chairman  of  the  parochial  board.  The 
Procurator  Fiscal  is    unfortunately  a 
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Catholic,  and  is  to  a  certain  extent  under 
the  influence  of  the  priest.  I  agree  with 
the  Lord  Advocate  that  the  magistrate 
had  no  choice  when  he  was  applied  to 
but  to  grant  a  warrant,  though,  unfor- 
tunately, he  was  afterwsutis  a  witness  in 
tiie  case  himself.  ^Vhat  we  want  to 
arrive  at  is  the  motive  which  actuated  him 
in  the  course  he  took.  The  English  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  Scottish  Local 
Government  Board  had  a  perfect  right  to 
lay  down  conditions  under  which  they 
pay  persons  for  public  vaccination,  and  if 
an  officer  does  not  carry  out  those  con- 
ditions it  might  be  withm  the  power  of 
the  Procurator  Fiscal  under  Scotch  Law  to 
have  considered  that  he  was  endeavouring 
to  obtain  money  by  false  pretences ;  but 
this  was  not  a  case  of  pauper  patients 
paid  for  by  the  local  authority ;  the  per- 
sons concerned  were  his  own  private 

ritients.  As  a  medical  officer  of  health 
have  done  similar  things,  and  on  similar 
principles  it  might  have  been  said  that  I 
had  )>een  receiving  money  on  f&lse  pre- 
tences. I  have  signed  hundreds  of  death 
certificates  without  seeing  the  persons  who 
were  dead.  I  have  signed  certificates  of  suc- 
cessful vaccination,  without  seeing  the 
children.  In  one  case  the  child  was  in 
Scotland,  and  in  another  case  the  child 
was  in  Siritzerland.  These  children  could 
not  be  brought  from  Switzerland  and 
from  Scotland  so  that  I  might  see  them, 
but  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the 
■mothers  honestly  informed  me  that  the 
children  had  been  vaccinated.  That  is 
exactly  what  Dr.  Lamont  did  when  he 
was  fighting  this  terrible  epidemic  of 
typhus  fever.  So  far  as  Mr.  Chisholm  is 
concerned,  I  do  not  see  that  there  was  a 
shadow  of  a  shade  of  evidence  to  justify 
his  demand  for  a  warrant.  I  think  with 
the  facts  before  us  we  ought  to  have 
some  evidence  that,  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind,  the  Procurator  Fiscal  did  not  abuse 
the  terrible  powers  placed  in  his  hands. 
There  was  not  the  shadow  of  a  shade  of 
evidence  against  Dr.  Lamont,  and  the 
judge  and  jury  could  have  done  nothing 
else  than  find  a  verdict  of  not  guilty.  It 
was  monstrous,  after  the  man  was  out 
on  bail,  and  his  address  was  known,  to 
try  and  get  him  re-arrested. 

•  ♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  There 
were  a  great  many  new  charges.  At  the 
first  there  were  only  five  charges,  but  by 
this  time  there  were  about  forty. 

Sm  CHARLES  CAMERON :  Might  I 
ask  whether  there  was  not  another  war- 
J>r.  Clark. 


rant  issued  on  12th  December.,  brisgin 
all  these  things  into  a  focus  t 

*Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  Ther& 
were  three  or  four  fresh  seta  of  charges. 

Dr.  CLARK :  All  that  the  priest  did. 
The  priest  went  to  every  child  that  had 
been  vaccinated.  I  hold  that  this  was  a 
bogus  prosecution.  "WTiat  we  want  to 
get  at  is,  did  the  Procurator  Fiscal  act 
ignorantly  or  wilfully  1  The  whole  of 
the  evi(^nce  seems  to  show  that  the 
Procurator  Fiscal  in  the  course  he  took 
acted  as  vindictively  as  the  parish  priest. 
The  question  is,  cannot  some  compensa- 
tion be  given  to  Dr.  Lamont ;  for  if  aoy- 
one  deserves  compensation  he  doea. 
This  is  a  case  of  the  Crown  prosecuting  a 
gentleman  for  doing  his  work  too  well- 
Surely  the  cost  to  which  Dr.  Lamont  was. 
put  ought  to  be  voted  by  Parliament.  I 
remember  a  sherifi'  who  was  tried,  and 
found  guilty,  and  this  House  voted  his 
costs.  Surely  if  that  were  done  in  the 
case  of  a  guilty  man,  it  should  be  done  in 
the  case  of  a  man  found  innocent.  Ther» 
ought  to  be  some  further  investigation  as 
to  whether  the  Procurator  Fiscal  was  one 
of  the  parties  to  this  malicious  prosecu- 
tion, and  if  he  was  he  should  be  dis- 
missed. I  do  not  know  whether  there 
can  be  a  prosecution  against  the  priest 
and  the  other  conspirators,  but  if  possible 
it  should  be  done,  and  full  compensation 
granted  to  Dr.  Lamont. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
£.)  :  I  never  heard  of  this  case  until  now» 
but  I  have  listened  to  the  discussion  with 
great  interest  and  attention.  If  I  make 
any  clip  in  stating  the  view  I  take,  the 
House  will  forgive  me,  as  I  have  not  been 
able  to  go  very  carefully  into  the  details* 
But  as  I  understand  the  speeches  which 
have  been  delivered,  there  has  been  great 
and  most  natural  indignation  at  the  treatr 
ment  of  this  medical  oflicer,  who,  on  the 
authority  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
has  not  only  done  his  duty,  but  has  done 
it  in  an  exceptionally  able  and  satisfactoiy 
manner  under  circumstances  of  excep- 
tional difficulty  and  trial.  Dr.  Lamont 
was  attacked  at  the  instance  of  the  local 
authorities  whom  he  was  ser\-ing.  The 
Procurator  Fiscal  is  alleged  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Caithness  to  have  taken  part 
in  what  he  has  described  as  a  conspiracy. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  do  not  wish  to  go  as 
far  as  that.   I  do  not  know  that  he  did 
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take  part  in  the  conspiracy.  He  may 
have  acted  ignorantly.  Whether  he  was 
one  uf  the  pai  ties  is,  1  think,  a  ground  for 
further  inquiry. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  facts  pre- 
sented to  the  hon.  Gentleman  at  all 
events  suggested  to  his  mind  that  not 
only  had  the  medical  officer  irritated 
the  local  authorities  whom  he  was 
serving,  by  discharging  his  duties 
efficaontly,  but  had  also  brought  down  on 
hifi  head  the  animosity  of  the  Procurator 
Fiscal,  who  may  have  abused  the  powers 
which  the  law  of  Scotland  puts  in  his 
hand  tn  an  oppressive  way  against  this 
distinguished  officer.  We  have  got  to 
consist  what  the  result  of  the  vote  of  the 
Committee  would  be,  and  what  it  would 
indicate  on  the  part  of  the  Committee. 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Lord  Advocate 
hai  been  asked  what  course  he  would 
take,  and  he  has  told  the  Committee  that 
he  has  looked  into  the  case,  and  as  far  as 
his  investigation  shows  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  has  deserved  censure.  That  censure 
will  be  given.  The  suggestion  has  been 
made  tmit  the  Lord  Advocate  should  not 
only  censure  the  Procurator  Fiscal,  but 
dismiss  him.  But  the  TiOrd  Advocate  has 
no  legal  power  whatever  to  do  that.  No 
blame  attaches  to  my  right  hon.  friend 
for  not  doing  that  which  the  law  does  not 
aX\ow  him  to  do.  All  that  the  law  per- 
mits he  has  promised  to  do,  and  that,  no 
doubt,  he  will  do.  Then  we  come  to  the 
local  authorities,  who,  if  the  statements 
made  are  to  be  accepted,  are  the  real 
authors  of  this  tragedy,  the  persona  on 
whose  shoulders  rests  the  responsibility 
of  the  persecution  of  this  medical  officer. 
Now,  I  understand  that  under  the  law  of 
Scotland  a  medical  officer  has  no  redress 
against  the  arbitrar}'  action  of  the  local 
authorities. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead)  : 
The  mair's  the  pity. 

Hon.  Members  :  "  Shame  !  " 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  regret  that 
that  should  be  the  case,  and  although 
perhaps  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  local 
authorities  in  Scotland  would  use  the 

fiwers  they  possess  with  absolute  equity, 
think  we  ought  to  pos-ieas  the  power  to 
protect  medical  officers  whose  duties  must 
occasionally  bring  them  into  collision 
w^ith,  and  subject  them  to  the  arbitrary 


action  of,  those  who  are  their  employers 
and  against  whom  it  may  be  their  duty, 
at  the  same  time,  to  proceed.  But 
though  that  n  the  state  of  the  law  at  the 
present  time,  I  should  like  to  say  that  no 
vote  of  this  House  in  Committee  of 
Supply  can  affect  one  way  or  another, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  merits  of  the 
question.    Therefore  I  venture  to  suggest 

;  that,  so  far  as  my  right  hon  friend  the 
Lord  Advocate  is  concerned,  it  would 
not  be  proper  for  the  House  to  express 
an  opinion  on  the  question  by  a  Vote  on 
his  salary.  There  remains  the  question 
whether  any  action  could  be  taken  against 
the  local  authorities,  who,  it  appears  from 

'  this  discussion,  are  the  real  "  villains  of 
the  piece."  I  have  no  means  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  the  charges  brought  against 
them  are  true  or  not,  but  those  hon. 
Members  who  have  investigated  the  case 
appear  to  think  that  these  charges  are 
true  ;  that  the  local  authorities  have  been 
misled  by  passion,  prejudice,  and  per- 
sonal aversion,  and  that  there  was 
no  foundation  for  that  passion,  pre- 
judice, and  personal  aversion.  One 
thing  at  least  is  certain,  and .  that  is 
that  the  medical  officer  has  done  all  that 
man  could  do  to  earn  the  grateful  thanks 
of  the  commimity  he  served.  Again, 
however,  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  has  no  means  of  punish- 
ing the  local  authorities  or  even  express- 
ing in  any  official  way  his  reprobation  of 
their  conduct.  Of  course,  if  it  could  be 
shown  that,  in  the  legal  sense  of  the  word, 
there  has  been  any  conspiracy  against  the 
medical  officer,  then  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  public  authority  to  take  up  the 
case  and  prosecute  the  oflonders.  But 
as  to  the  motives  which  animated  the 
local  authorities  in  the  case,  there  is 

'  nothing  before  us  or  before  my  right  hon. 
friend  which  would  for  a  moment,  how- 

'  ever  well  founded  our  suspii  ioiis  ni.iy  be, 
permit  or  justify  in  any  legal  or  techni- 

,  cal  sense  the  taking  of  legal  or  criminal 

'  proceedings  against  them.  I  think  that 
both  the  local  authorities  and  Dr.  Lamont 
must  feel  after  this  Deliate  that  the  sense, 
at  all  events,  of  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  is  strongly  in  favour 
of  the  medical  officer,  and  that  the  action 
taken  against  him  is  viewed  with  distrust, 
if  not  with  something  much  stronger  than 
distrust.    But  I  thi^ik  that  the  position 

I  of  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  interested  in 
this  Debate  would  not  be  strengthened, 

I  but  weakened,  by  a  vote  against  my  right 
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bon.  friend,  who  has  done  all  that  he 
could  do,  or  against  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  who  has,  after  all,  done  every- 
thing that  can  be  done,  and  certainly  has 
omitted  to  do  nothing  which  it  was  in  his 
power  to  do.  Certainly  an  adrerse  vote 
eould  not  do  anything  either  to  protect 
the  medical  profession  generally  or  Dr. 
Lamont  in  particular  from  any  evil  con- 
lequences  arising  from  the  due,  coura- 
geous, and  disinterested  exercise  of  their 
duty  under  circumstances  of  exceptional 
difficulty  and  great  personal  danger. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present;  House 
counted,  and  iorty  Mombers  being  found 
present — 

Mr.  McLEOD  (Sutherlandshire) :  It 
leems  to  me  that  after  the  sympathetic 
attitude  takenupby  the  Lord  Advocate  and 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  we  have 
reached  a  point  when  we  might  expect 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  state- 
ment as  to  how  he  proposes  to  compensate 
Dr.  Lamont  for  the  undoubted  wrong 
that  has  been  done  to  him.    All  the  cen- 
sure in  the  world  might  be  showered  upon 
the  Procurator  Fiscal  but  this  will  do  no 
good  to  Dr.  Lamont.    A  case  like  this 
eould  hardly  have  arisen  if  the  Crown 
Office  had  done  its  duty.    There  is  one 
further  point  with  regam  to  Dr.  Lamont. 
I  know  the  amount  ^of  ground  he  had  to 
cover  in  this  district,  and  apart  altogether 
from  the  epidemic,  if  Dr.  Lamont  had  had 
to  see  every  child  after  vaccination,  he 
would  not  have  been  in  his  house  one  day 
in  three.    Another  extraordinary  thing  is 
how  Dr.  Lamont  came  to  be  prosecut«d  at 
common  law  instead  of  under  the  Vaccina- 
tion Act.  The  reason  for  that  was  that  the 
eharge  could  be  made  more  grave.  I 
know  all  the  persons  concerned  in  this 
scandal    except    Dr.    Lamont,    and  I 
must  say  I  do  not  think  they  would 
be  guilty  of  conspiracy,  but  it  is  a  gross 
case    of    mal-administration,    and  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  the  Scotch  Office 
did  its  duty  this  could  not  have  arisen. 
I  hope  the  Committee  will  not  allow  this 
Vote  to  go  until  we  have  had  a  definite 
promise  from  the  Lord  Advocate  that  Dr. 
Lamont  shall  be  at  least  compensated  to 
the  extent  of  the  considerable  cost  to 
which  he  has  been  put 

*SiH  WALTER  FOSTER  :  I  hope  this 
discussion  may  now  finish.    We  have  had 

Mr.  A,  J.  Balfim. 


a  very  sympathetic  speech  from  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  which  we  can  only 
understand  to  mean  not  cHily  that  the 
Procurator  Fiscal  will  be  censured,  but 
that)  as  ^  as  it  is  possible,  compenaaticHi 
will  be  made  to  Dr.  ]t«ainont  for  his  out- 
of-pocket  expenses.  I  think  that  beii^ 
so  that  those  who  support  the  Axaeaa- 
ment  have  obtained  all  that  they  soug^ht 
to  gain.  We  have  vindicated  the  cha- 
racter of  the  gentleman  with  respect  to 
whom  the  question  has  arisen  and  msured 
compensation  for  him,  and  I  think  now 
my  hon.  friend  might  well  withdraw  his 
Amendment. 

*Mr.  weir  :  There  is  one  fact  I  shouhl 
like  to  bring  imder  the  notice  of  the  Lewd 
Advocate.  Hie  right  hon.  Gtentleman 
made  no  observation  in  regard  to  the 
Hon.  Sheriff  Substitute.  That  gentleman 
is  the  brother  of  the  factor  of  the  land- 
lord of  the  island.  The  best  way  to  deal 
with  the  Procurator  Fiscal  womd  be  to 
reduce  his  salary,  and  I  hope  my  hon. 
friend  will  not  withdraw  his  motion  until 
we  have  a  positive  assurance  that  Dr. 
Lamont  will  be  compensated  and  that 
the  administration  of  the  law  in  these 
remote  parts  of  Scotland  n-ill  be  con- 
ducted with  greater  justice  than  it  has 
been  in  the  past. 

Sm  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  am 
going  to  withdraw  my  motion,  because 
the  matter  has  been  discussed  in  a  pre- 
vious Vote,  and  we  had  a  very  sympa- 
thetic and  satisfactory  speech  from  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  who  said  the 
Procurator  Fiscal  should  be  reprimanded, 
and  I  think  if  any  man  can  feel  a  rofai- 
mand  the  Procurator  Fiscal  will  feet  be 
has  received  a  severe  reprimand  by  what 
has  taken  place  to-night.  The  jury  who 
tried  the  case  recommended  that  the 
expenses  that  Dr.  Lamont  had  been  put 
to  should  be  refunded,  and,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  I  think  it  would  be  most 
ungenerous  for  me  to  refuse  to  withdraw 
the  motion. 

♦Mr.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  I  have 
the  authority  of  the  Leader  of  the  House 
to  say  that  he  considered  himself  bound 
to  look  into  the  question  of  compen- 
sation. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 
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*Mr.  weir  (who  was  inaudible  in  the 
'Gallery)  was  understood  to  ask  for  some 
information  with  regard  to  a  sum  of  £550 
paid  to  the  Consulting  Engineer  of  the 
Scotch  Office,  and  also  another  it«m.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  said  every  piece  of  infor- 
mation asked  for  in  this  House  is  met 
■with  the  stereotyped  reply  that  it  is 
■tinder  consideration. 

*Mii.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  The 
hon.  Gentleman  asks  as  to  the  salary  of 
the  Consulting  Engineer.  I  can  only  say 
that  the  gentleman  is  engaged  in  any 
•engineering  work  that  may  be  required, 
And  I  might  further  say  we  do  not  pay 
men  of  this  kind  so  much  an  hour.  We 
pay  for  the  skilled  training.  With  regard 
to  the  item  under  "  office,  that  represents 
travelling  expenses  between  the  two 
offices  o?  the  Scotch  D^artment — the 
London  office  and  the  Edinburgh  office. 

*Mr.  WEIB:  I  am  not  complaining 
about  the  ability  of  this  en^neer.  It  is 
because  I  have  a  high  opmion  vi  that 
gentleman  that  I  wish  to  get  his  views  in 
regard  to  tlie  Harbour  jvhich  the  Com- 
mission a^ppointed  by  the  Conservative 
Government  of  1 890  recommended  should 
be  constructed  at  Portnaguran,  Island  of 
Lewis.  I  complain  oi  the  Scottish 
Office  denying  me  that  information. 

Question  put,  utd  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  uid  Question  proposed — 

"That  a  flam,  not  exceeding  £16,169,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  complete  tbe  Bnm 
<oeces8ary  to  defray  the  charge  which  wilt  come 
<in  coarse  of  paymenc  dating  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  IIKK),  for  .the  salaries 
isnil  expenses  of  the  Fishery  Board  in  Scotland 
;and  for  grants  in  aid  of  piers  or  qnays." 

Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrahire,  North) :  I 
should  like  to  call  attention  to  the  matter 
■of  beam  trawling  in  the  Clyde.  The 
•question  arose  in  1889,  when  the  Fishery 
Board  obtained  power  to  make  bye-laws 
to  open  any  narrow  waters  in  Scotland. 
Under  those  powers  they  issued  a  bye- 
law  in  1889  throwing  open  the  very  part 
■of  the  Clyde  which  ought  to  be  closed — 
•the  part  frequented  by  fish  during  the 
^Mtwning  season.  Under  the  bye-laws  of 
1889  small  trawlers  of  eight  tons  gross 
were  allowed  to  fish.  I  nave  seen  the 
■whole  of  the  water  covered  by  these  so- 
'Called  small  trawlers.  Many  representa- 
tions have  been  made  to  the  Fishery 
Board,  and  last  year  the  bye-law  was 
amended  and  a  regulation  issued 
under  «which  the  size  of  the  boats  was 


reduced  to  seven  tons  register.  But 
under  the  Board  of  Trade  regulations  a 
boat  by  a  certain  process,  which  I  will 
not  here  explain,  can  reduce  its  tonnage 
and  the  skippers  of  these  boats  being 
acquainted  with  these  regulations  have  so 
reduced  their  tonnage  and  brought  them 
under  the  bye-law.  It  is  so  obviously  an 
attempt  to  evade  the  regulation  that  I 
feel  compelled  to  call  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  attention  to  it.  I  hope  he 
will  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Fishery 
Board  to  still  further  reduce  the  size  or 
in  some  other  way  to  overcome  what  is  a 
breach  of  the  regulation. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  One  justification 
for  bringing  forward  this  controversy  be- 
tween line  and  trawling  fisheries  has  been 
the  work  very  recently  published  by  Pro- 
fessor Mackintosh,  buteveryonemust  agree 
that  the  conclusions  arrived  at  and  the  prin- 
ciples indicated  therein  are  tentative  and 
provisional.  Knowledge  is  so  incomplete 
and  imperfect,  and  the  subject-matter  is  so 
difficult,  that  it  will  be  conceded  on  all 
sides  that  it  is  far  too  early  to  dogmatise 
in  regard  to  the  subject  dealt  with  in  that 
work.  With  regard  to  the  closing  of  the 
Moray  Firth,  there  are  two  grounds  upon 
which  it  can  be  abundantly  justified,  in 
the  first  place  there  is  the  social  necessity 
and  adWsability  of  endeavouring  by  ref- 
lation to  adapt  the  interests  between  line 
and  trawl  fishing.  .  There  is  room  for 
both,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  conflict. 
We  are  justified  on  economic,  social,  and 
political  grounds  in  assisting  line  fisher- 
men to  earn  a  livelihood.  There  is  a  large 
population  of  80,000  to  90,000  who  de- 
pend upon  this  industry,  and  it  is  per- 
fectly ridiculous  to  say  that  any  Depart- 
ment would  be  justified  in  taking  any 
line  which  would  seriously  affect  the 
ability  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  popu- 
lation to  earn  their  living.  They  are  far 
too  valuable  a  portion  of  the  population, 
and  it  is  not  at  all  proved  that  they  will 
not  in  the  future  [miy  a  very  useful  and 
desirable  part,  not  only  in  providing  food 
for  the  population,  but  also  in  doing  their 
duty  as  citizens  in  the  various  responsi- 
bilities which  may  fall  upon  them.  It  is 
very  unfortunate  that  the  pernicious 
influence  of  English  trawling  interests 
should  upset  the  equilibrium  in  regard  to 
the  two  classes  which  has  obtained  in 
Scotland.  We  are  too  often  sacrificed  to 
the  interests  of  larger  populations.  I 
also  base  my  support  of  the  closing  of  the 
Moray  Firth  on  the  ground  of  scientific 
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research.  Nothing  can  be  more  evident 
than  that  if  we  want  to  have  a  greater 
detailed  knowledge  of  the  habits  and  life  of 
fish  it  is  necessary  to  take  measures  for 
observation  and  experiments  and  so 
forth.  The  real  impulse  which  the  move- 
ment to  extend  the  three  mile  limit  has 
got  from  what  has  been  done  in  other 
countries  comes  from  the  fact  that  if 
we  want  further  knowledge  and  oppor- 
tunity for  information  we  must  have 
enclosed  areas  for  the  purpose.  I  quite 
realise  the  ditticulties,  international  and 
otherwise,  in  extending  the  three  mile 
limit ;  but  when  we  see  what  has  been 
4one  abroad  it  is  a  great  pity  the  Grovern- 
ment  have  taken  the  attitude  they  have. 
It  is  very  important  from  many  points  of 
view  that  we  should  cultivate  our  own 
resources.  We  should  also  like  a  little 
more  money  to  be  spent  on  scientific 
research.  On  the  question  of  Fishery 
Committees  and  the  Fishery  Board,  our 
machinery  in  Scotland  for  cultivating  our 
own  resources  is  not  as  perfect  as  it 
might  be.  There  has  been  some  kind  of 
coniusion  with  regard  to  the  desirability 
of  imparting  a  rewesentative  character 
to  those  bodies.  That  confusion  might 
very  well  be  cleared  up,  and  one  step  in 
that  direction  would  be  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  see  its  way  to  take  steps  to 
enable  these  district  fishery  committees 
to  be  formed.  In  various  parts  of  Scot- 
land there  are  voluntary  associations 
which,  with  very  little  alteration,  could 
practically  become  district  fishen^  com- 
mittees. It  is  a  great  pity  the  Govern- 
ment has  not  taken  steps  to  make  use  of 
that  instrument  for  stimulating  the  in- 
terest of  localities  in  the  fisheries,  as  well 
as  for  cultivating  a  supsly  of  shellfisfaf 
which  are  useful  not  only  for  bait,  but 
also  for  food.  As  to  the  Fishery  Board, 
I  greatly  doubt  whether  the  effort  to 
further  extend  it.s  representative  charac- 
ter is  at  all  likely  to  be  fraught  with 
success.  It  .seems  to  me  to  be  a  curious 
anomaly  to  endeavour  to  impart  a  repre- 
sentative character  to  an  administrative 
Department.  In  the  first  place,  the  Board 
is  a  temporary  one  ;  its  members  are 
appointed  for  a  time ;  and  the  number 
of  those  memliers,  as  compared  with  the 
very  large  and  varied  fishing  interests  of 
Scotland,  produces  the  result  that, 
whereas  at  one  time  certain  localities  and 
certain  interests  are  represented,  during 
the  succeeding  term  of  administration 
other  interests  and  other  localities  are 

Ct^tain  J.  Sinclair. 


represented.  My  impression  is  that  we 
should  have  a  far  more  vigorous  adminis- 
tration if  the  Fishery  Board  were  made 
an  e:fficutive  department — a  department 
under  a  permanent  head,  a  department 
in  the  main  a  permanent  branch  of  the 
Civil  Service,  aided  by  its  local  inspectors^ 
who  would  have  local  knowledge  and 
transmit  local  information  with  regard  to 
diiferent  parts  of  the  country — a  depart- 
ment not  depending  for  its  decisions 
upon  what  must  be  a  fluctuating  majority, 
composed  of  the  representatives  of  in- 
terests which  must  vary  from  time  to 
time.  I  make  no  comment  upon  the 
admirable  work  which  has  been  done  by 
the  Fishery  Board,  but  I  think  the  time 
has  conle  when  we  ought  to  endow  it  with 
further  power  to  enable  it  to  be  more 
active  and  energetic  in  its  work. 

*Mr.  weir  :  Upon  several  occasions  I 
have  asked  for  some  information  from 
the  Lord  Advocate  as  to  the  amount  of 
work  done  by  the  cruisers  engaged  in 
the  protection  of  the  Scotch  fisheries 
against  unlawful  trawling.  Last  year  a 
proposal  to  construct  another  cruiser 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Fishery 
Board  for  one  and  a  half  years,  and  I  had 
to  ask  a  great  many  questions  before  I 
was  informed  that  tenders  had  been 
sent  in.  The  coast  needs  better 
sea  policing  very  badly  indeed,  for  the 
trawiera  are  playing  havoc  with  the  line 
fishermen.  It  is  a  veiy  serious  matter, 
and  I  do  think  that  the  Fishery  Board 
has  not  shown  that  energy  which  I 
think  it  ought  to  have  done.  When  I 
asked  about  the  holidays  of  the  men  on 
these  cruisers,  I  was  told  that  it  was  a 
matter  for  the  commanders.  I  say  that 
it  is  also  a  matter  for  the  Members  of 
this  House  and  for  the  taxpayers,  and  we 
ought  to  know  whether  these  cruisers 
are  at  work  all  the  year  or  only 
half  the  year.  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  furnish  us  with  this 
information,  and  .  thus  obviate  the 
necessity  for  dealing  with  the  vote 
on  the  Report  stage.  Then  I 
find  that  the  salaries  of  the  commanders 
are  not  given.  We  ought  to  know 
I  what  salaries  are  given  to  the  commanders 
,  of  these  vessels.  I  challenge  the  right 
I  hon.  Gentlemen  to  say  that  these  cruisers 
are  not  used  by  members  of  the  Fishery 
I  Board  for  pleasure  cniises. 

j     Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  have  no  wish  to 
revert  to  the  discussion  which  we  bad 
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earlier  in  the  evening,  but  like  the  hon. 
Member  for  Forfarshire,  I  heard  with 
great  satisfaction  the  answer  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  that  there  would  be  in  future 
no  alteration  of  the  attitude  which  the 
Government  have  taken  up  in  reference 
to  the  subject  of  the  fisheries.  I  desire  to 
take  up  another  subject  which  is  con- 
nected with  this  Vote.  The  Estimate 
shows  a  decrease  of  £3,000,  but  I  want  to 
brif^  before  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee the  fact  that  there  is  not  a  real 
decrease  at  all.  I  find  that  the  item 
of  £6,000  for  marine  superintendence 
has  totally  disappeared  this  year 
from  the  Vote.  I  think  this  is  a  matter 
with  regard  to  which  we  have  good  reason 
to  complain.  Last  year  when  the  Local 
Taxation  (Scotland)  Act  was  brought 
forward  the  Lord  Advocate  told  us  that 
£12,000  was  to  be  voted  for  marine 
uiperintendence,  and  he  was  asked  if  that 
was  going  to  be  taken  at  the  expense  of 
the  Imperial  Exchequer  or  out  of  the 
Fishery  Board  Vote.  The  Lord  Advocate 
told  us  that  it  would  not  interfere 
with  the  Fishery  Board  Vote  generally;  in 
point  of  fact,  he  said  that  the  only  item 
which  will  come  off  is  the  coat  of  main- 
tenance for  one  cruiser.  That  is  what  he 
said  on  the  27th  of  June  last  year,  and  the 
statement  was  made  twice  on  behalf  of 
the  responsible  authorities  in  this  House, 
and  those  were  the  conditions  under 
which  we  were  induced  to  accept  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government^  who  had 
promised  to  vote  £12,000  lor  the  pur- 
poses of  marine  superintendence.  We 
find  this  year  that  not  only  has  the  cost  of 
maintaining  the  steamer  "  Vigilant "  dis- 
appeared altogether,  but  the  whole  item 
for  marine  superintendence  has  also  dis- 
appeared. The  amount  for  building  the 
new  cruiser  is  nearly  £3,000,  so  that 
altogether  nearly  £10,000  has  been  struck 
out  of  the  Vote  this  year,  which  has 
hitherto  been  borne  by  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer. During  the  Debates  last  year 
the  Chancellor  otthe  Exchequer  was  pre- 
sent, and  we  pointed  out  to  him  that  the 
Government  ought  not  to  relieve  the 
Imperial  Treasury  out  of  Scotch  money 
of  a  responsibility  which  they  have 
hitherto  borne.  Until  last  year  the  Votes 
of  the  House  from  year  to  year  bore  the 
coat  of  marine  superintendence,  and  last 
year  out  of  the  money  which  came  in 
under  the  system  of  equivalent  grants, 
and  which  was  eu*  -  marked,  the 
Government  gave  ub  an  increased 
amounfc  for  marine  superintendence,  and 


I  we  were  drilling  to  accept  it  providing  it' 
I  did  not  relieve  the  Imperial  Treasury  of 
,  the  eicisting  liabilities,  and  we  were  then 

>  assured  that  the  existing  liabilities  had 
not  been  taken  off  the  Estimates  and  put 

1  upon  this  grant.  We  understood  that 
I  only  the  future  liabilities  would  be  put 
I  upon  this  Local  Taxation  Grant,  but  we 
■  now  discover  that  it  is  not  merely  the 
I  future  liabilities  but  also  the  existing  and 

past  liabilities  that  are  to  be  put  upon 
!  this  grant.    Ilierefore,  I  think  Scotland 

has  Been  treated  very  shabbily  in  this- 

respect. 

t  *SiR  WILLIAM  WEDDERBUEN  :  I 
I  think  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
I  East  Aberdeenshire  has  misunderstood 
i  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  reply.     I  did 

not  understand  the  Lord  Advocate  to  ex- 
I  press  himself  in  the  non  posminiis  way 
'  that  has  been  attributed  to  him.  I  have 
I  always  thought  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
\  took  a  very  sound  view  of  the  interests  of 
I  the  Scottish  fishing  industry,  and  I  under- 
I  stood  him  to  say  that  he  intended  to  con- 
'  tinue  the  same  policy  in  keeping  the 
I  Moray  Firth  closed,  and  that  the  Scot- 
I  tish  Office  was  using  all  its  endeavours  to 
i  forward  that  policy.  I  understood  that 
i  that  was  the  view  which  he  took.  At  ati 
I  early  stage  of  the  proceedings  it  was- 
,  suggested  that  I  had  been  hoodwinked  b^ 
\  the  Scottish  Office  in  regard  to  this- 
!  North    Sea    Conference,    but    I  do 

not  think  that  is  the  case.  I  am  perfectly 
,  well  informed  as  to  the  origin  and  histoiy 

>  of  the  Stockholm  Conference,  and  I  have 
had  communications  with  those  scientific 

:  gentlemen  with  whom  that  conference 
'  originated.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  this 
I  conference  was  originally  suggested  from  a 

scientific  point  of  view,  but  I  am  also  aware 
I  that  the  British  Government  have  always 
1  pressed  upon  that  conference  the  import- 
I  ance  of  the  practical  side  of  the  case. 
I  They  took  advantage  (rf  their  opportunity,. 

and  I  think  they  have  certainly  used 
I  their  influence  to  bring  this  important 

question  of  regulatims  under  the  cog- 
I  nisance  of  the  North  Sea  Powers.  I 
I  quite  admit  that,  considering  the  immense 
I  fishing  interests  of  this  country  and  the 
!  great  diplomatic  influence  which  we  at 

present  exercise,  I  think  the  Government 
:  might  have  taken  the  initiative  rather 
I  than  leave  it  to  Powers  who  are  far  less. 
'  interested  in  the  matter  than  we  are.  I 
I  am  convinced  that  a  thoroughly  good, 

understanding  on  these  questions  obtained. 

by  negotiation  woald  hare  ^^l^^^^*^ 
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.greater  satisfaction  in  my  constituency 
than  diplomatic  triumphs  in  the  centre  of 
Africa.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the 
book  of  Professor  Mackintosh,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  has  been  noticed  that  bis  conver- 
sion to  his  present  views  has  been  a  very 
recent  one,  for  only  a  short  time  ago 
he  held  contrary  opinions.  The  remark- 
■able  proposal  he  made  originally  was 
that  the  North  Sea  should  be  regularly 
protected  and  divided  into  great  blocks, 
and  that  all  the  fishing  should  be 
restricted  to  certain  portions  of  those 
blocks.  That  was  a  suggestion  which 
recommended  itself  to  the  trawling 
interests,  for  they  agreed  to  refrain 
from  fishing  over  a  very  lai;ge  area  of 
the  sea,  beoftuse  they  recognised  that  it 
-does  not  pay  them  to  kill  the  goose  that 
lays  the  golden  eggs.  We  want  some 
understanding  that  will  afford  fairplay  to 
all  the  different  interests  concerned,  and 
which  will  prevent  the  supply  of  fish 
being  diminished  in  the  future.  I  desire 
to  add  my  testimony  to  the  value  of  the 
scientific  experiments  which  have  been 
.made  by  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board.  I 
«ee  one  of  the  proposals  made  is  that  they 
jshould  have  a  properly  equipped  boat  for 
scientific  investigation.  Everyone  will 
■admit  that  something  of  that  kind  is 
necessary,  for  at  present  a  great  deal  of 
time  is  wasted,  and  experiments  cannot 
be  carried  out  with  the  success  which  is 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  compete  with 
tOther  foreign  countries.  I  notice  that 
«ven  foreign  countries  recognise  the  good 
work  done  by  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board, 
which  is  entitled  to  be  provided  with 
proper  assistance  and  appliances  so  that 
their  work  may  be  propeny  carried  out. 


Dr.  CLARK  :  I  agree  with  what  my 
hon.  friend  has  said  regarding  the  dis- 
■appearance  of  certain  items  in  the  Esti- 
mates this  year.  There  is  X6,000  taken 
out  which  we  used  to  have  for  marine 
superintendence,  and  now  that  will  have 
to  he  found  from  our  own  money.  I 
think  it  is  very  mean  of  the  Treasury  to 
■do  what  they  have  done.  I  do  not  think 
the  Treasury  should  do  anything  to 
reduce  those  Scotch  charges,  some  of 
which  have  run  from  the  time  of  the  Act 
of  Union,  for  when  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment took  these  burdens  upon  its 
shoulders  we  took  upon  ourselves  a  large 
«hare  of  the  National  Debt.  We  are  pay- 
ing all  these  increased  burdens,  and  yet 

Sir  miluim  Wedderimm. 


the  last  arrangement  made  by  the  Trea- 
sury was  one  under  which  almost  the 
entire  cost  of  the  Fishery  Board  officers  is 
defrayed  out  of  the  brand  fees.  Not  only 
did  they  place  upon  these  fees  the  charge 
of  the  Fishery  Board  ofiicials,  but  they 
placed  upon  them  rates  and  taxes,  so  as 
to  allow  as  little  as  possible  to  the  Fishery 
Board  for  the  valuable  work  which  they 
have  got  to  do.  Here  wo  have  got 
X6,000  taken  off  under  these  conditions, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  we 
have  had  a  good  summer  the  Fishery 
Board  would  have  had  practically  nothing 
to  spend  during  the  ensuing  year.  For 
years  the  Treasury  took  the  whole  of 
these  fees,  until  a  surplus  of  over  £34,000 
accumulated,  which  the  Treasury 
"  collared,"  and  now  they  won't  give  us 
a  single  penny,  and  they  act  in  the  usual 
mean  fasnion.  As  Scotchmen  we.  get  the 
credit  of  looking  after  "saxpences," 
but  we  get  no  chance  at  all 
as  compared  with  the  Treasury. 
When  a  change  is  being  made  the 
Treasury  deduct  £6,000  from  us  and 
pretend  they  are  going  to  do  something, 
but  what  they  give  with  one  hand  they 
take  away  with  the  other.  I  hope  the 
su^estion  mode  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Ayrshire  that  trawlera  should  be 
excluded  from  the  Firth  of  Clyde 
as  well  as  from  the  Moray  Firth  will  be 
carried  out,  as  it  is  a  matter  which  very 
seriously  affects  fishermen. 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURR.A.Y  :  I  am 
very  glad  that  the  matter  of  Clyde  trawl- 
ing has  been  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee.   UndoubtecUv  various  complaints 
have  bmn  made  locally  as  to  the  existence 
of  trawling  on  the  part  of  the  coast  within 
the  limited  area.   My  hon.  friend  is 
perfectly  right  in  stating  that  the  Fishery 
Board  passed  another  bye-law,  but  un- 
fortunately it  seems  to   be   the  case 
that,  by  doing  something  in  the  way 
of  re-decking  and  by  adopting  another 
class    of    measurement,     the  trawlers 
have  been  able  to  evade  the  Fishery 
Board's  bye-law  by  reducing  the  boats 
from   eight  to   seven   tons,   with  the 
result  t^t  the  practical  object  of  the 
bye-law  has  not  been  achieved.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  Fishery  Board  will 
have  to  consider  whether  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  pass  another  bye-law  in  order 
that  the  obvious  purpose  of  the  first  bye- 
law  may  be  carried  out,  or  whether  they 
should  not  pass  a  bye-law  doing  away 
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with  trawling  altogether  in  this  part.  I 
am  quite  sure  the  board  will  be  ready  to 
give  their  very  serious  consideration  to 
this  matter.  I  do  not  think  there  is  really 
Texy  much  for  me  to  answer  in  the  speech 
ci  the  hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire,  and 
I  can  only  say  to  him  and  to  the  hon. 
MemberforEast  Aberdeenshire  thatlthink 
they  have  both  misunderstood  a  phrase  of 
mine.  I  did  use  the  phrase  that  we 
should  alter  our  attitude  with  regard  to 
the  Meray  Firth  fishing,  but  the  last  thing 
I  meant  to  convey  hy  that  was  that 
we  did  not  mean  to  make  any 
further  efforts  with  regard  to  foreign 
Powers.  What  I  meant  was  that  we  had 
no  intention  of  giving  in  to  those  who 
afJced  why  we  did  not  agree  to  open  the 
Moray  Firth.  My  next  sentence  was  that 
we  would  use  every  effort  the  law  put 
into  our  hands  to  prevent  that,  and  what 
I  meant  to  convey  was  that  we  had  no 
intention  of  going  back  on  our  policy. 
Then  the  hon.  Member  for  Roas-shire  asked 
me  one  or  two  questions,  especially  about 
a  new  cruiser.  That  is  a  matter  which 
will  have  the  consideration  of  the  Board. 
He  has  also  asked  during  the  session  a 
number  of  questions  with  regard  to  alter- 
ing the  old  cruiaers.  I  can  tell  him  that 
one  result  of  his  questions  was  that  the 
alterations  cost  the  Gtovemment  £1,000 
more  than  they  would  have  cost  anyone 
else,  and  eventually  we  had  to  invite  tenders 
without  stating  that  it  was  the  Government 
who  were  offering  the  contract  at  all.  I 
am  merely  explaining  to  the  hon.  Member 
that  questions  are  not  always  very  good 


things.  I  hope  now  hon.  Members  ynO. 
allow  this  Vote  to  be  taken. 

*Mr.  weir  :  The  right  hon.  and  learned- 
Gentleman  has  omitted  from  his  reply  the- 
question  of  the  lease  of  the  Clyde  mussel 
beds.  I  should  like  to  know  why  the 
Fishery  Board  took  them  over  without. 
investigating  the  title. 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  It  is 
not  a  question  of  the  title  not  having  been, 
investigated,  but  the  question,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  is  the  contention  of  various 
persons  in  the  neighbourhood  that  they 
nave  a  right  to  take  mussels  from  these 
beds.  They  have  been  stopped,  and  liti- 
gation has  ensued.  So  far  as  the  title  is- 
concerned  that  is  sufficient. 

♦Mr.  WEIR :  With  regard  to  the  holi- 
days given  on  board  the  cruiaers,  it  is  not 
a  matter  of  an  hour,  or  a  week,  or  a  month, 
but  of  very  considerable  periods  every 
year.  The  commanders  are  servants  of 
the  Fishery  Board,  and  we  are  entitled  to 
know  whether  the  cruisers  were  at  work 
or  simply  lying  in  harbour.  We  ought 
to  know  how  the  taxpayers'  money  is  ex- 
pended, and,  as  a  protest,  I  beg  to  move- 
the  reduction  of  Item  A  by  £10io. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put — 

"That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by 
£100.*"— (Jf'--  WeiT.) 

The  Committee  divided  ; — Ayes,  18 
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Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,RtHnJG(Oxfd  Univ.)  i 
Thorbum.  Walter  ] 
Tomlinson,  Wni.  E.  Murray  j 
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Valentia,  Vificonnt 
Welby,  Lt.  Col.  A.  C.  K. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vemon- 
Williams,  (\>lonel  R.  (Uurael) 
Williams,  Joseph  P.  (Binu.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd.  W.  H.  (Vorkfi.» 
Wortley.  Rt.  Hoa.C.B  Stnart- 
Wrighton,  Thomas 
Wylie.  Alexander 
Wyvill,  Marniadiikc  D'Arcy 
Yonng,  Commandert  Berks.  E.) 

Tellers  for  thb  Noes — 
Sir  William  Walnwid  and 
Mr.  Anstnither. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid.): 
I  cannot  allow  this  Vote  to  pass  without 
moving  a  reduction  in  respect  of  the  stun 
taken  from  Scotland  under  it.  I  am  glad 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  here. 
Theposition  is  this,  that  he  has  given  on 
-.theScottishYote  £10,000  a  year  less  out 
the  Imperial  funds  tfaim  last  yeu*.  I 
protest  a^nst  that.  This  is  not  an 
isolated  case,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  knows.  For  Highland  works 
we  used  to  get  £20,000  a  year,  and  now 
it  is  reduced  to  £10,000,  at  the  very 
time  when  you  are  adding  to  the  Vote  to 
Ireland  for  agriculture  and  technical 
■education  £75,000,  and  £25,000  under 
the  Congested  District  Board  Bill,  which 
has  just  been  introduced.  I  protest  that 
while  the  GoTemment  is  taking  £10,000 
-from  Scotland  they  are  pouring  by  the 
two  Bills  before  the  House  £100,000 
into  Ireland  in  addition  to  what  they 
gave  Ireland  last  year.  I  move  the  re- 
duction of  the  Vote  by  £200. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed— 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £15,069,  he 
:granted  for  the  said  Service."— (2ffr.  CiUdwlL) 

*The  chancellor  of  the  EX 
OHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach, 
Bristol,  W.)  :  The  patriotic  indignation  of 
the  hon.  Member  is  admirable ;  but  it  is 
.absolutely  without  cause.  On  the  con- 
trary he  oueht  to  be  extremely  ffrateful 
for  the  benem«  which  Scotland  has  derived 
from  the  Imperial  Exchequer  in  the  past. 
The  fact  is  that  Scotland  has  been  favoured 
for  some  years  with  considerable  sums  at 
the  cost  of  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  for 
•doing  work  which  in  England  falls  upon 
the  local  rates,  in  providing  police  for  the 
fisheries  on  the  coast,  and  matters  of  that 
kind.  That  is  so  obviously  ui^r,  that 
when  it  was  necessary,  last  year,  to  make 


an  equivalent  grant  to  Scotland 
out  of  the  Imperial  Exchequer, 
this  particular  need  of  Scotland 
for  the  protection  of  the  fisheries,  whkfa 
in  England  is  borne  at  the  expense  of  the 
ratepayers,  seemed  a  very  proper  tfain^ 
to  be  borne  out  of  the  Scottish  grant. 
The  charge  has  been  transferred  to  that 

frant ;  and  there  it  will  remain  as  long  as 
am  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr,  BUCHANAN  :  A  more  unfoimded 
statement  I  think  1  never  heard  from  a 
person  in  the  position  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  than  that  which  he  has 
just  made.  The  right  hon.  Gentleraan 
says  that  the  protection  of  the  fisheriea 
in  England  is  paid  for  out  of  local  ratM. 
Now  the  only  case  in  which  EngUsli  nXm 
are  used  for  this  duty  is  the  case  of  ^ 
Fishery  Committee  of  the  Lancashire 
County  CoimciL  There  is  no  doubt  that 
under  the  Act  of  Parliament  the  Local 
Fisheries  Committees  in  England  cmn 
spend  out  of  the  rates  for  superintendence; 
but  in  only  one  case  have  they  exercised 
the  authority,  atul  that  is  in  the  case  vX. 
the  Fisheries  Committee  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
duties  of  police  mu^ne  superintendence 
along  the  whole  English  coast  are  dis* 
charged  by  the  Admiralty.  At  Penxanoe 
just  now  there  is  a  gunboat  permanently 
stationed  to  prevent  a  renewetl  outbreak 
of  riots  which  took  place  there  some  time 
ago  among  the  fishermen.  We  in  Scotland 
have  nevergot  the  support  from  the  Admi- 
ralty that  England  ha*  got.  Last  year  when 
this  new  legislation  was  introduced, 
understanding  was  arrived  at  that  all 
future  increased  expenditure  would  he 
borne  out  of  the  £15,000  grant,  and  that 
the  amount  hitherto  paid  out  of  the 
Imperial  Exchequer  would  be  continued 
to  be  given.  From  that  understanding, 
the  Qovemment  have  departed,  and  I 
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shall  most  cordially  support  my  bon. 
friend  in  making  his  protest  against  the 
exceedingly  shabby  treatment  of  the 
Government  and  the  unfair  statement  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Dr.  CLARK ;  This  is  a  very  extra- 
ordinary line  taken  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  Until  now  the  policing 
of  the  sea  has  been  the  work  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. There  has  always  been  on  this 
Vote  £100  to  be  paid,  in  addition  to  their 
salaries,  to  the  captains  of  these  naval 
cruisers,  in  order  that  here,  in  the  House 
of  Commons  we  should  have  a  voice  in 
their  conduct  in  reference  to  fishery 
matters.  Four  or  five  years  ago  I  point^ 
out  that  the  work  which  these  cruisers 
did  was  the  best  possible  manner  of  teach- 


ing the  men  in  time  of  peace,  the  duties 
they  would  have  to  discnaree  in  time  of 
war  on  board  torpedo-catcoers.  They 
have  to  detect  poaching  trawlers 
at  night.  I  protest  against  the 
taunts  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  is  always  willing  to  give 
to  Ireland  as  much  as  she  requires.  The 
Irish  Members  know  very  well  hew  to 
"  work  the  oracle."  I  only  wish  we 
Scottish  Members  knew  how  to  do  it  as 
well  as  they.  I  hope  my  hon.  friend  will 
go  to  a  Division,  and  I  know  all  the 
Scottish  Members  will  support  him. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  ; — Ayes,  26  ; 
Noes,  72.   (Division  List,  No.  371.) 


Asher,  Alexander 
CArmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibfion- 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  R  (Caithness-ah. 
Colville,  John 
Crilly.  Daniel 
Cronime,  John  William 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Doogsn,  P.  C. 

Doa^las,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 


AYES. 

Ferguson,  R. C. Munro  (Leith) 
Fitzmaurioe,  Lord  Edmond 
Gladstone,  Ht.  Hon. Herb.  Jno. 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Hedderwick,  Thot.  Cbas.  H. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lambert,  George 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Macaleese,  Danid 
M't'rae,  Geo^ 


M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  .Jolin 

Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarsliire) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (We8tme»th) 
Weddo-bum,  Sir  William 
Weir.  James  Galloway 

Tellers  for  the  Aye.s— 
Mr.  Caldwell  and  Mr. 
Buchanan. 


AnsoD,  Sir  William  Reynell  ^ 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn  ! 
Atkinson,  Ht.  Hon.  John 
JBaird,  JohnGeorge  Alexander  ; 
Balfoiir,Rt.Uon.A.J.(Manch'r  ; 
fialfonr,KtHnGeraldW(Leed8  I 
Banbiuy,  Frederick  George  I 
Barton,  Dnnbar  Plnnket  I 
Beach,Ht.Hn.SirM.H.-(Bri?.) 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C.  ! 
■CavendiBh.V.C.W.lDerbyah.)  | 
<;hamberlain,J.Auaten(\\orc'r  ; 
Charrington,  Spencer 
■Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
0(whill,  Donglas  Harry 
<^Uing8,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse  ! 
Corzon,  Viaoount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of  I 
Douglas,  Ku  Hon.  A.  Akera-  ■ 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S.  ! 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Field,  Admiral  (Eaetboume) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne  ; 
Fisher,  William  Hayee 
FltzGeraldiSirRoberlPenrose-  I 


NOES. 

Flannery,  Sir  Forte«cue 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Golddworthy,  Major-General 
Greene,  HenryD.  (Shrewsbury) 
Han  bury,Kt.Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
JeffreyH,  Arthur  Frederick 
Kemp,  George 

'  Lawrence,Sii%.Duming-(Com 
Leigh-Bennett,  HeniyGurrie 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter(Liverpool 
XiOme,  Marquess  of 
Macartney,  W.  G.  El'isjn 
Macdona,  John  Cumn  ing 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'ArlhHr,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Midtileiiiore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Morgan,  Hn.Fred(Monm'thKh. 
Morton,ArthurH,A.(Deptford 
Murray,  KtHnAGraham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Platt-Hig^ns,  Frederick 
Puarvis,  Robert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,Kt.  Hn.  Cha8.Thon»on 


Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Russell.  T.W.  (Tyrone) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormakirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.G.(Ox'd.  Unv. 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  E.  Murray 
Valentia,  A'iscount 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Joseph  Powel1-(  Birm 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
WUson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorka) 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.C.B.8taart- 
Wrightson,  Thomas 
Wyue,  Alexander 
Wyvill,  Marraadake  D'Arcy 
Yoang,  Commander  (Berks,  £. 

Telleks  for  the  Noes— • 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Mr.  McLEOD  :  While  I  entirely  agree 
with  what  has  been  said  as  to  the  ex- 
•ceedingly  shabby  treatment  which  the 
Fishery  "Board  has  received  at  the  hands 
■«t  the  Treasury,  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 


tion of  the  Committee  to  the  salary  of 
the  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries,  who 
receives  £600  a  year,  while  the  Scientific 
Superintendent,  who  has  to  provide  us 
with  the  data  on  which  to  found  a 
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judgment  as  between  tbe  claims  of  the 
line  fishermen  and  the  trawlers,  receives 
only  £350  a  year.  It  is  not  so  much 
that  there  is  this  dieparity  between  the 
two  salaries  that  I  object,  but  that  the 
whole  time  of  the  Inspector  of  Salmon 
Fisheries  is  devoted,  not  to  the  purpose 
of  serving  the  fishing  community  at 
large,  or  of  assisting  the  Fishery 
Board  in  regard  to  the  catch  of  fish  which 
is  open  to  all  comers,  hut  rather  to  the 
obtaining  of  data  u^n  which  the  private 
proprietors  of  fisheries  can  increase  their 
revenues.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer is  exceedingly  anxious  to  pare  down 
the  Scottish  Estimates  to  the  last  particle, 
and  the  officials  of  the  Scottish  Office 
seem  to  be  incapable  of  resisting  his 
attempts ;  but  I  can  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  he  will  not  carry  popular 
sympathy  with  him.  No  doubt  the  gen- 
tleman who  occupies  the  post  of  Inspector 
of  Salmon  Fisheries  is  a  most  admirable 
person,  and  discharges  his  duties  in  a 

F roper  fashion,  and  earns  his  salary ;  but 
do  think  that  his  salary  ought  to  be 
charged  against  the  private  persons  who 
obtain  the  benefit  of  his  services,  rather 
than  upon  the  public  funds  of  Scotland. 
Not  satisfied  with  the  ordinary  form  of 
the  Blue  Book  to  which  we  are  accus- 
tomed, this  gentleman's  Report  was,  if  you 
please,  printed  on  special  plate-paper  for 
the  benefit  of  private  salmon  fishery  pro- 
prietors. I  should  be  obliged  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  this 
Vote  if  he  could  suggest  a  method  by 
which  the  Salmon  Fishery  Inspectors 
salary  should  be  removed  from  the  Esti- 
mates, and  the  salary  paid  by  those  who 
benefit  from  his  services. 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  The 

fsntleman  who  is  Inspector  of  the  Salmon 
isheries  in  Scotland  is,  I  supposej  the 
greatest  authority  in  his  profession  ever 
found  in  Scotland.  His  special  know- 
ledge of  everything  connected  with  fish- 
ing lore  is  notorious,  and  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Wigtonshire  said  of  a  Re- 
port of  the  Inspector  on  the  life  history  of 
the  salmon,  that  it  was  one  of  the  greatest 
contributions  to  our  knowledge  of  ^at  fish 
he  had  seen  for  many  years.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Sutherbndshire  is  really  being 
carried  away  by  his  ideas  of  private  pro- 
perty. The  salmon  fishery  in  Scotland  is 
one  of  her  greatest  industries,  and  those 
that  belong  to  the  Crown  

Mr.  McLeod. 


An  HON.  Mehber:  Where  are 
they  t 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  Thejr 
are  all  round  the  coast ;  and  the  Crown 

fets  a  great  deal  of  mone}'  out  of  them. 
>oes  the  hon.  Member  think  that  there 
are  two  kinds  of  salmon— one  which  may 
be  taken  in  sport,  and  the  other  which 
may  be  taken  in  nets  1  Why,  the 
value  of  the  net  fishing  in  Scot- 
land is  a  great  deal  more  than 
that  of  the  rod  fishing;  and  the  net 
fishing  means  the  employment  of  a  large 
industrial  population.  Scotland  would 
suffer  very  much  by  the  loss  of  her 
salmon  fisheries,  and  it  is  only  by  careful 
scientific  investigation  that  these  fisheries 
can  be  properly  Kept  up.  I  maintain  that 
this  salary  is  a  most  legitimate  charge  to 
put  upon  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  McLEOD  :  I  am  exceedingly  sorry 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  did  not  accept 
with  some  degree  of  sympathy  the  view 
I  have  expressed  on  this  particular  item, 
on  the  Estimates.  Last  year  I  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  accept  his  statement  that 
the  Crown  fisheries  were  sufficiently  large 
to  justify  this  charge.  But  I  find  that 
these  are  comparatively  immaterial  com- 
pared with  the  private  fisheries.  It  must 
be  within  the  cognisance  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  all  round  the 
coast,  wherever  the  salmon  fisheiy 
proprietors  can  get  a  sovereign 
more  by  letting  their  waters  Tor 
rod  fishing  than  for  net  fishing,  they  do 
so.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  not  a  single 
item  in  any  other  Estimate  where  there  is 
so  slight  a  justification  for  the  voting  of 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  for  the 
small  Imperial  service  that  is  given.  I 
feel  so  strongly  on  this  matter  that  I  b^ 
to  move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote  by  the 
amount  of  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  of 
Salmon  Fisheries. 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next ;  Committee  report  Progress ; 
to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

House  adjonmed  at  ten  mioates  after 
Twelve  of  tb»  doek.  till 
Monday  nexU 
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SAT  FIRST. 

The  Earl  of  LiNDSEY~Sat  first 
Parliament  after  the  death  of  his  father. 


m 


AND    HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDiiRS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order)  ;  an  Amendment  made  ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived ;  the  Report  of  the 
Amendment  to  be  received  To-morrow. 


a 

■^1 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

Report  of  Her  Majstv's  Attorney- 
GtMieral,  received,  and  ordered  to  Ho  on 
the  Table. 

CITY  AND  ItRIXTON  RAIL\VAY  BILL.  ; 
Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next.  . 

URIGHTON  MARINE  PALACE  AND  i 
PIEU  lULL  [  .L.]. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (GAS  AND 
WATER)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

MILLWALL  DOCK  BILL. 
Read  3",  and  ju^scd. 

REDDITCH  GAS  BILL. 
BLACKPOOL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
Read  3",  with  the  Amendments,  and 
I  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

5  BURGH  POLK^E  (SCOTLAND)  PROVI- 
S  SIOXAL  ORDER  BILL. 

1  LOC.\L  (;OVEKNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
_g  ORDER  (No.  15)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons. 

^  AYR  BURGH  BILL. 

^      Keturnc<l  from  the  Commons  with  the 

•g  .\mendmcnt'*  agreed  ta 

2  SOUTH  -  EASTERN  AND  LONDON, 
^  CHATHAM,  AND  DOVER  RAILWAY 
«      COMPANIES  BILL. 

Ketimied  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Aiiicndments  agreed  to,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

BCKGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  BILL  (No.  167). 

.    LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  15)  BILL  (No.  168). 

Read  1*  ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  20)  BILL. 

Committed  ;  the  Committee  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

VOL.  LXXIV.   [Fourth  Series.] 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  d-c. 

TRADE  REPORTS— ANNUAL  SERIES. 

No.  2318.  Trade  of  Shanghai,  for  the 
year  1898. 

RAILWAY  RETURNS. 
Return  as  to  the  capital,  traffic,  receipts, 
and  working  expenditure,  \'c.,  of  the 
railway  companies  of  the  United  King- 
dom, for  the  year  1898;  presented  (by 
Command),  and  ordered  lo  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

COURT  OF  PROllATE  DIVISION  (HIGH 
COURT  OF  JUSTICE)  (IRELAND). 

Annual  accounts  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements for  the  year  ended  Slst 
December,  1898  ;  laid  before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordc.  erl 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PETITION^ 


POOR  LAW  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Petition  for  amendment  of ;  of  the 
Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  Plymouth : 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  .lable. 


QUESTIONS. 


CEYLON  WASTE  LANDS  ORDINANCE. 
*L0Ri>  STANLEY  OF  ALDERLEY  : 

My  Lords,  I  rise  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  neces.sity  of  an  inde- 
pendent inquiry  into  the  working  of  the 
Ceylon  Waste  Lands  Ordinance,  and  to 
the  injustice  caused  by  the  reliance  of 
the  Government  on  the  fx  jxnie  state- 
ments made  by  its  officials  on  the  subject, 
and  by  the  action  of  th*>8e  officials.  I 
am  glad  to  see  the  noble  Lord  who 
was  formerly  Governor  of  Ceylon  (Lord 
Stanmore)  in  his  place  to-night,  and  T 
would  appeal  to  him  to  give  to  your 
Lordships  his  experience  with  regard  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Ordinance,  and  upon 
any  other  points  that  may  be  raised  in 
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the  discussion.  Since  this  question  was 
last  before  the  House  it  has  made  pro- 

g:ess,  and  I  find  in  Truth  that  Mr. 
hamberlain  has  made  some  concessions. 
That  journal  says : 

"  After  all,  the  appeals  to  Mr.  Chamberlain 

against  the  Ceylon  Waste  Lands  Ordinances 
have  not  been  entirely  fruitless.  I  understand 
that  he  has  now  decided  not  to  sanction  the 
obnoxioas  clauses  in  the  amending  Ordinance, 
a  measure  which,  among  other  things,  proposed 
to  make  valid  all  proceedings  under  the 
ordinal  Ordinance  which  the  High  Court  at 
Colombo  bad  pronounced  to  be  invaUd._  It 
appears  that  instead  of  all  past  irregularities 
in  regard  to  notices  being  condoncn  by  the 
amending  Ordinance,  this  condonation  will  be 
confined  to  those  cases  in  which  the  claimants 
have  appeared  and  agreements  have  been 
arrived  at.  No  exception  can  fairly  be  taken 
to  this  arrangement,  crovided  the  claimants 
have  entered  into  the  agreements  without 
being  subjected  to  any  sort  of  pressure  from 
the  representatives  of  the  Crown.  Another 
alteration  in  the  amending  Ordinance  is  to  the 
effect  that  the  publicatien  in  the  Gazette 
notice,  instead  of  being  '  conclusive  proof '  that 
all  the  preliminuy  steps  have  been  taken  in  a 
case,  is  only  to  be  'primA  facie  evidence*  of 
the  fact. 

*<  Mr.  Cliamberlain  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
having  made  those  concessions,  which,  in  view 
of  the  at^tnde  he  has  hitherto  adopted,  were 
as  unexpected  as  they  are  welcome.  It  is 
necessaiy  to  point  out,  however,  that  the  grave 
injustice  of  the  Ordinance  of  1897  remaina 
unaltered." 

The  following  are  the  unfair  provisions 
of  the  Ordinance  of  1897,  which  require 
either  withdrawal  or  an  independent 
inquiry;   (1)  The  presumption  that  all 
land  that  has  not  been  in  continuous  cul- 
tivation for  five  years  next  before  the 
issue  of  notice  is  the  property  of  the 
Crown.    This  over  rides  several  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the  contrary. 
(2)  The  presumption  that  all  "  chena " 
land,  that  Is,  land  that  can  only  be  culti- 
vated at  intervals  of  from  five  to  seven 
years,  is  the  property  of  the  Crown.  (3) 
liiat  the  actual  occupation  of  a  portion  of 
a  land  is  not  to  constitute  a  presumption 
of  private  ownership  to  the  remainder  of 
that  land.    This  over-rides  other  deci- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the  con- 
trary. (4)  Making  the  owner  in  possession 
the  plaintiff  in  the  action,  and  the  Crown 
the  defendant,  thus  reversing  the  maxim 
that  possession  is  nine  points  of  the  law. 
(5)  Making  the  revenue  officer  who  sets 
the  claim  of  the  Crown  in  motion  the 
Judge  of  that  claim.    His  advance  in  the 
service  depends  upon  the  revenue  he  can 
collect,  and  "  land  sales  "  are  a  very  im- 
portant item  in  it.   No  man  should  be  a 
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judge  in  his  own  cause.    (6)  Preventing 
the  owner  in  possession  from  using  or  sell- 
ing the  land,  or  exercising  any  rights  of 
ownership  over  it,  until,  after  ruinous  ex- 
pense and  perhaps  years  of  litigation,  it 
is  declared  "  not  to  be  the  property  of  the 
Crown."  This  is  adeliberate  violationof  one 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  justice — 
i.e.,  the  absolute  right  of  everyone  to  the 
free  use,  enjoyment,  and  control  of  hia 
property.    (7)  Makina;  the  wrong-doera, 
t.e.,  the  executive,  the  judges  of  what 
compensation  should  be  paid  for  this. 
(8)  Barring  an  absentee  owner  from  pre- 
ferring a  claim  for  compensation  because 
of  oiijust  sale  of  his  land  by  the  Crown, 
or  because  of  an  unjust  declaration  that 
the  land  is  Crown  property,  or  ioc  the 
recovery  of  his  property — after  the  lapse 
of  ten  months.    Under  this  Ordinance, 
therefore,    the    subj  ec  t   can  not  plead 
prescription  against  the  Crown  under 
thirty  years,  while  the  Crown  asserts 
prescription  against  the  subject  in  one 
year.  (9)  Limiting  compensation  where 
the  land  has  been  unjustly  sold  by  the 
Crown  to  what  the  land  realised  at  the 
sale.    When  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  took  oflSce,  he  said  that  they 
were  like  estates  which  required  improve- 
ment. This  maxim  would  be  a  very  good 
one,  but  it  pre-supposes  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  had  some  knowledge  of 
the  management  of  an  estate,  and  of 
the  traditions  under  which  they  a» 
managed.     The    Secretary    of  State 
appears  to  have  been  very  imperfectly,  not 
to  say  inaccurately,  informed,  and  to  have 
refused  to  listen  to  any  information 
which    did    not  come  from  Colonial 
officials.     Various    and  contradictory 
statements  have  been  made  as  to  the 
ori^n  of  the  Waste  Lands  Ordinance  in 
Paniament.    It  has  been  said  that  the 
Governor  did  not  originate  it,  but  that  it 
was  due  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  has 
been  said  that  it  was  framed  to  diock  a 
land  speculator,  and  that  the  Ceylon 
Government   was    acting   with  great 
liberality.     Both  these  2  statements  are 
disproved  by  figures  taken  from  the 
Gitzeiie.    I  extract  the  following  return 
of  work  done  under  the  Waste  Luids 
Ordinance  of  Ceylon  from  the  Giovemment 
Gazette  up  to  April  20,  1899,  namely: 
Number  of  notices,  278 ;  number  of  lots 
in  notices,  853;  extent  of  land  notioed, 
158,849  acres;  extent  allowed  to  tiAsam- 
ants  on  payment  of  upset  prices^  350 
I  acres ;  extent  alloved  to  claimants  vidi- 
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out  payment,  330  acres ;  balance  of  claims 
rejected  by  Revenue  officera,  158,156 
acres.  That  is  to  say,  that  out  of  158,819 
acres  claimed  and  noticed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, only  330  acres  vere  allowed  to  the 
people.  This  is  what  the  Grovemor  caUs 
being  liberal.  Compare  this  with  the 
extent  allowed  to  the  Temples  in  1858  to 
1865,  when  the  "  Temple  lands  "  claims 
were  being  investigated.  Here  the 
Government  allowed  162,935  acres 
out  of  388,136  acres— 42  per 
cent,  then,  as  ajrainst  one-fifth  of 
1  per  cent.  now.  The  Temple  authori- 
ties were  wealthy  and  influential ;  the 
claimants  now  are  mostly  poor,  he^less, 
and  ignorant  \-illagers.  When,  the 
Governor  informs  the  Colonial  Office  that 
107  claims  were  "  amicably  settled  "  be  has 
included  in  the  107  the  lots  declared  to 
be  Crown  in  the  absence  of  claims  ;  that 
is,  where  the  owners  were  too  frightened 
to  claim.  One  of  the  objects  of  the 
recent  Waste  Lands  Ordinances  has  been 
to  raise  money  for  carrying  out  the 
Xorthem  Railway.  This  will  prevent  the 
much  required  reduction  of  rates  on 
the  existing  lines,  and  will  be  contrary 
to  the  pnnciple  laid  down  by  Sir 
William  Gregory,  that  the  revenue  of 
existing  railways  should  not  be  applied 
to  deficits  on  extensions.  In  this  way 
the  partially  cultivated  districts  will  have 
their  progress  retarded  for  the  sake  of 
the  northern  province,  where  there  is  now 
little  or  no  cultivation  or  population,  or 
prospect  of  applications  for  land.  It  is 
as  though  a  landowner  anywhere  in 
Eneland  but  in  the  Fens,  intending  to 
make  some  main  drainage,  were  to  ask  all 
his  tenants,  those  on  the  uplands  as  well 
as  those  in  the  valley,  who  alone  would 
profit  by  the  main  <uiun,  to  pay  an  in- 
creased rent.  It  has  also  been  stated,  on 
behalf  of  the  Ceylon  Government,  and  by 
the  Grovemor  himself,  as  quoted  by  the 
Under  Secretary,  that  no  one  in  the 
Colony  objected  to  the  proposed  legisla- 
tion. The  Hindu  organ  of  Jaffna, 
April  26,  writes ; 

"Mr.  Chamberlain's  defence  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Ordinance  seems  to  as  to'be  plausible, 
and  baaed  on  iaooirect  information.  His 
assamptitm  that  the  nnoffieial  members  of  the 
Oooncu  did  not  object  to  the  meaanre,  and 
that  it  has  given  aatisfaction  to  the  vast 
majority  of  the  native  popnlation  of  this 
Colony,  is  not  founded  on  fact.  We  have  not 
the  Hantard  before  as,  but  we  perfectly 
remember  that  at  the  time  the  Ordinance  was 
introdnced,  it  met  with  mnch  strenaous 
opposition  from  the  nnoffieial  membeie.  The 
tfien  Tamil  Member,  Bfr.  Coonara  Swamy, 


went  the  length  of  comparing  the  Government 
to  a  highway  robber  in  this  respect,  which 
remark  was  resented  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  who  presided  on  the  occasion. 

The  same  paper  goes  on  to  ask  how  the 
state  of  native  opinion  was  conveyed  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  quotes  a  Reso- 
lution passed  by  the  Chilav  Association 
on  the  8th  of  April  last : 

"That  the  statement  trf  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  in  the  Hoasa  of 
Cemmons,  on  the  20th  March  last,  to  the  effect 
that  the  principle  of  Land  Ordinances  of 
Ceylon  is  regarded  with  satisfaction  by  the 
vast  majority  of  the  natives,  has  no  fonndation, 
and  this  Association  is  of  opinion  that  the 
statement  was  made  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  in 
ignorance  of  facta,  and  nnder  misinfonnation, 
the  truth  being  that  the  said  Ordinances  are 
both  in  principle  and  in  their  practical  working 
oppressive  and  extortionate  as  reganls  the 
natives,  amongst  whom  they  have  been  the 
cause  of  the  greatest  dissatisfaction  with  the 
Government  nom  the  earliest  times." 

It  has  been  stated  that  legislation  was 
necessary  to  protect  the  forests  of  Coylon, 
and  this  was  a  justification  for  the 
Ordinance.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Ordinuice  is  being  enforced  with  regard 
to  viUiue  "  cheena  "  land,  which  ia  no 
means  forest  land.  With  regard  to  that 
portion  of  my  question  which  refers  to  the 
injustice  caused  by  the  reliance  of  the 
Government  on  the  ex  parte  statements 
made  by  its  ofiicials  on  the  subject,  I 
would  refer  to  one  gentleman  in  whom 
the  Colonial  OflBce  reposes  great 
confidence.  There  is  no  fault  to  be 
found  with  him  except  that  he  is  a 
Revenue  Officer,  and  that  he  writes  bad 
English.  I  have  seen  a  letter  of  his 
which  contains  an  admission.  He  com- 
mences by  saying : 
'*  In  the  times  when '  cheenaing '  was  allov/ed 

'  "Cheenaing,"  by  the  way,  is  neither 
I  English  nor  Sin^ese  grammar ;  what  he 
'  means  is  the  time  when  people  were 
allowed  to  cultivate  "cheena  utnds,  and 
he  says  that  at  that  time  they  were  not 
interfered  with.  This  gentleman  uses  the 
word  bond  fide  six  or  eight  times  in  the 
course  (k  his  letter,  always  with  a  different 
!  meaning.  If  I  were  to  say  I  wish  we  had 
a  bmd  fde  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  I  should  only  mean  one  who 
devoted  his  whole  time  to  Colonial  busi- 
ness, and  not  half  of  it  to  socialist 
schemes,  but  it  might  be  taken  other- 
wise. Mr.  Correa  made  a  speech  to 
the  Chilaw  Association  lasting  an  hour 
and  a  half,  and  the  other  members  all 
spoke  against  him.   With  regard  to  the 
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Governor  himself,  who  I  said  iras  not  to 
be  relied  upon  an  a  perfectly  safe  witness, 
the  noble  Earl  the  Under-Secretary, 
on  March  24th,  expressed  his  regret 
that  I  should  have  thought  fit  to  imply 
censure  on  a  Governor  who  had  done  so 
much  to  earn  the  gratitude  of  his 
Sovereign  and  his  country.  I  am  per- 
fectly ready  to  accept  the  noble  Lord's 
censure  with  all  humility  if  he  can 
answer  one  question  which  I  shall  put  to 
him.  Mr.  Gladstone  removed  Colonel  West 
Eidgway  from  the  position  of  Chief 
Secretary  in  Dublin  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  too  harsh.  The  noble  Earl  is  in 
this  dilemma  ;  he  must  either  say  that  Mr. 
Gladstone  and  his  Government  removed 
Colonel  West  Ridgway  without  sufficient 
justification,  in  which  case  he  would 
challenge  the  late  Government,  or  he  must 
admit  that  he  was  justly  removed.  In 
that  case,  I  want  to  know  why  the  Sccre- 


to  me  at  the  expense  of  my  successor,  and 
I  beg  to  dissociate  myself  with  any 
attempt  to  cast  reflection  on  the  action  of 
Sir  West  Ridgway.  Having  said  that, 
my  Lords,  I  am  bound  to  confess  that  the 
Ordinance  in  question  does  not  appear 
to  me  to  lie  altogether  free  from  objec- 
tion. There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the 
motives  with  which  this  Ordinance  was 
brought  in,  or  as  to  the  existence  of  an 
evil  which,  I  Ijelieve,  it  will  cure.  But 
we  all  know  the  old  fable  of  the  bear  who 
killed  a  fly  on  his  master's  head  and  broke 
his  skull  in  doing  it^  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  this  Ordinance  is  a  benefit  of  much 
the  same  nature.  While  I  think  it 
will  effect  the  object  for  which  it  was 
brought  in,  it  will  do  injury  to  interests 
which  it  was  never  meant  to  in- 
jure. I  am  not  going  to  trouble  the 
House  with  wearisome  details.  The 
broad  principle  of  this  Ordinance  is  that 


tary  of  State  appointed  a  harsh  Governor  \  all  waste  lands — and  in  that  term  is  in- 
to CJeylon  ?  I  do  not  Tvish  to  stand  between  \  eluded  a  great  deal  of  what  would  not 


Lord  Stanmore  and  your  Lordships  at  any 
further  length,  and  I  would  appeal  to 
Lord  Stanmore  to  say  what  he  intended 
to  have  said  on  a  previous  occasion  when 
he  was  prevented  from  being  present 
through  illness.  Your  Lordships  will  hear 
from  him  a  calm  and  judicial  speech.  I 
conclude  with  a  formal  motion  for  Papers 
in  case  I  wish  to  reply. 

*L0RD  STANMORE :  My  Lords,  so  far 
as  I  could  gather  from  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Lora  who  has  just  spoken,  of 
which,  I  confess,  I  heard  but  very  little, 
he  has  appealed  to  me  for  some  confirma- 
tion of  the  statements  he  has  made.  .  I 
am  very  reluctant,  my  Lords,  to  enter 
on  this  matter  at  all.  There  are  obvious 
reasons  why  I  should  shrink  from  discuss- 
ing or  appearing  to  criticise  the  action  of 
the  Government  of  Ceylon ;  and  before  I  j  pregmnntion 
say  a  word  more  I  must  be  allowed  to  i  ^  ^^^^  - 
express  my  entire  dissent  from  what  the 
noble  Lord  has  said,  so  far  as  I  could  hear 
him  on  this  occasion,  and  from  what  I 
know  him  to  have  said  on  other  occasions 
in  this  House  with  regard  to  the  present 
Governor  of  Ceylon.  The  present  Gover- 
nor is,  I  am  sure,  animated  by  the  highest 
motives  in  bringing  forward  the  Bill  which 
18  the  subject  of  discussion.  Benevolence 
of  feeling  towards  the  native  races  is  not 
the  monopoly  of  my  noble  friend ;  it  is,  I 
am  sure,  shared  by  Sir  West  Ridg- 
way. I  beg  to  repudiate  arty  com- 
pliment which  the  noble  Lord  may  pay 
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ordinarily  be  regarded  as  waste  lands — 
belong  to  the  Crown,  and  the  burden  of 
proof  that  they  do  not  is  thrown  upon  the 
owner  or  jutwi-owner.  That,  in  itself,  is,  of 
course,  a  position  contrary  to  that  usually 
assumed  with  regard  to  disputes  as  to 
the    possession    of    land.      It  has 
been  said  in  various  quarters  that  this 
Ordinance  only  repeats  and  confirms  the 
provisions  of  an  Ordinance  passed  in  the 
year  1840,  which  contained  the  same  pre- 
sumption— that  the  Crown  owned  all  land 
that  could  not  be  proved  to  be  not  the 
Crown's.    The  mistake  into  which  I  think 
the  Colonial  Office  and  my  noble  friend 
the   Under    Secretary  of  State  have 
fallen    is  a  very  natural  one  indeed, 
but  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  mistake.  They 
have  compared  the  language  of  the  two 
Ordinances.     They  see  the  same  woids 
in   them,  apparently  giving  the  same 
to  the   Crown,  and  they 
as  the  words  are  the  same 
they  must  have  the  same  meanings  and 
that  this  Ordinance,  therefore,  on^  re- 
enacts  what  has  been  enacted  before.  It  has 
been  said  iil  this  House  that  it  was  simply 
a  question  of  procedure — that  a  new 
tribunal  was  created,  but  the  law  re- 
mained the  same.    The  mistake  made 
arises  from  the  fact  that  my  noble  friend 
and  others  who  have  looked  into  the 
matter  have  not  obser\-ed  what  is  indeed 
not  obvious  on  the  face  of  it — namely, 
that    the    law    of    1840    must  be 
read    in   the   li§ht   of    the  judicial 
interpretations  which  have-been  giTen  to 
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it  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ceylon  from 
time  to  time  during  the  laat  sixty  years. 
Kow,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ceylon, 
adopting  a  course  which  has  often  been 
.taken  when  Ordinances  or  laws  are  of  an 
unusually  harsh  character,  have  drawn  the 
teeth  and  clipped  the  claws  of  the  Ordi- 
nance of  1840.  They  have  decidwi  that  its 
terms  only  applied  to  land  which  had  never 
been  occupied  or  used  for  purposes  of  cul- 
tivation within  the  reasonable  limits  of 
time  of  which  ordinary  evidence  could  be 
obtained.  That  modification  of  the  old 
Ordinance  is  swept  away  by  the  new 
Ordinance.  Again,  the  Supreme  Court 
laid  it  down  that  the  active  occupancy  of 
part  of  any  known  or  defined  plot  of  land 
carried  presumption  of  the  occupancy  or 
possession  of  the  whole.  The  new  Ordi- 
nance says  expressly  that  it  shall  not 
do  so.  In  addition  to  that,  the  Ordinance  of 
1840  is  very  materially  strengthened  and 
reinforced  by  other  provisions  of  the  Ordi- 
nance of  1897.  That  this  is  the  case  wili 
be  visible  from  the  very  frank  admission 
of  one  of  the  strongest  advocates  of  the 
Ordinance.  I  refer  to  Mr.  R.  W.  levers 
(Government  Agent,  Northern  Province) 
who,  in  the  Memorandum  which  he  drew 
up  advocating  the  new  Ordinance,  said 
Ih&t  it  was  not  a  re-enactment  of  an 
old  law,  but  something  new  and  much 
stronger.    He  said : 

"  It  most  also  be  admitted  that  the  Ordi- 
nance No.  12  of  1840,  intituled  '  To  prevent 
encroachoienta  upon  Crown  Lands,'  lias  not 
Bocoeeded  in  fulfilline  the  pnn'ifiion  stated  Id 
the  preamble,  which  ia  as  follows :  - '  That 
divers  persons  without  any  probable  claim  or 
pretence  of  title  have  taken  possession  of  lands 
m  this  Colony  belonging  to  Her  Maieaty,  and 
it  ia  necessary  that  provision  be  made  for  the 
prevention  of  such  encroachments.'  Owing  to 
its  unfortunate  wording  the  Ordinance  has 
been  nullified  by  the  construction  placed  on  it 
by  the  Courts.  It  has  been  vitiated  by  the 
words  '  without  probable  claim  or  pretence  of 
Mtle,'  for  the  Supreme  Court  has  so  whittled 
down  the  effect  of  the  presumptions  in  farour 
of  the  Cro>vn  that  the  position  of  the  Crown 
and  claimant  are  now  exactly  the  reverse  of 
what  was  contemplated  in  1340." 

This  appears  on  page  47  of  the  Corre- 
spondence Belatine  to  Becent  Land 
legislation  in  Ceylon.  The  words  "  pro- 
bable claim  or  pretence  of  title  "  do  not 
appear  in  the  new  Ordinance,  and  their 
omiasion  at  once  constitutes  a  very  real  and 
important  difiference  in  the  two  laws  and 
greatly  enlarges  the  number  of  those  to 
whom  its  provisions  apply.  There  is  also 
a  very  distinct  statement  on  another  page 
that  the  efi'ect  of  this  new  Ordinance  is 
not  merely  to  re-enact  what  was  the  law 


before — what  the  Supreme  Court  has  laid 
down  to  l>e  the  meaning  of  the  Ordinance 
of  1840 — but  to  enact  that  which  the 
Government  of  Ceylon  thinks  was  in- 
tended to  be  enacted  by  the  Ordinance  of 
'1840,' but  which  the  Supreme  Court  says, 
and  baa  for  years  and  years  said,  that 
Ordinance  does  not  enact.  Both  I 
and  my  distinguished  predecessor,  Sir 
William  Gregory,  disliked  the  Ordi- 
nance of  1840,  and  the  reason  why  we 
did  not  seek  to  modify  it  was  that  we 
thought  the  judicial  decisions  of  the 
Courts  had  sufficiently  toned  it  down  to 
prevent  it  doing  any  harm.  I  am  afraid 
that  any  speech  on  such  a  subject  as  this 
must  weary  the  House,  however  short  it 
maybe.  I will,therefore,notgointoallthe 
details  which  might  be  urged  as  objections 
to  the  Bill,  but  there  are  two  main  points 
which  I  should  like  to  mention,  and  to 
which  I  will  confine  myself,  I  fear  the 
Bill  may  injure  two  classes — the  small 
village  proprietors  and  the  owners  of  very 
largo  estates.  I  will  very  shortly  say  why. 
We  are  told  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  communal  property  in  Ceylon.  Although 
in  a  technical  legal  sense  that  is  true,  and 
small  owners  hare  no  communal  possession 
in  waste  lands,  yet  from  time  immemorial 
they  have  exercised  certain  rights  without 
which  small  cultivators  in  villages  could 
not  carry  on  their  industry.  Everybody  is 
supposed  to  have  an  individual  estate  and 
interest,  but  you  find  that  many  inha- 
bitants of  villages  have  purely  nominal 
individual  holdings ;  sometimes  something 
like  the  seventy-second  undivided  share  of 
the  fourth  part  of  a  quarter  of  an  acre. 
What  is  that  other  than  an  elaborate  and 
clumsy  way  of  saying  the  plot  of  land  is 
communal  property  1  Sometimes  the  divi- 
sion takes  another  form,  such  as  an  indi- 
vidual right  to  cultivate  a  field  for  a  par- 
ticular time.  I  was  only  this  morning 
looking  through  an  old  journal  of  mine,  in 
which  I  found  that  in  one  village  in  the 
Vavonia  district,  in  1887,  there  were  at 
least  sixteen  persons  who  had  in  regard  to 
one  plot  of  land  the  right  to  cultivate  it 
once  in  ninety-six  years.  That,  again,  is 
only  another  way  of  saying  it  is  communal 
land.  Practically,  these viUageeommUnities 
hare  exercised  m  the  forwts  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  the  villages  certam 
rights  which  I  need  not  particularly  enu- 
merate, such  as  the  right  to  pasture,  right 
to  cut  fuel  and  sticks  for  fences,  the  right 
to  cut  timber  for  houses,  to  make  use  of 
water  springs,  &c. ;  but  if  this  Ordinance 
is  strictly  enforced  all  these  B^ple  will  be, 
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as  indeed  to  a  great  extent  they  have  been 
for  some  time  past,  exercising  such  rights 
entirely  at  the  pleasure  and  goodwill  of  the 
Crown.  I  shall  be  told  that  it  is  not  the 

intention  of  the  local  Gtovemment  to  do  in- 
justice. I  fully  believe  it,  but  I  cannot 
think  it  is  a  wise  act  on  the  part  of  the 
Colonial  Legislature  to  confer  powers  capa- 
ble of  grave  abuse,  simply  because  those  to 
whom  their  exercise  would  at  the  present 
moment  be  entrusted  are  not  likely  to 
abuse  them.     Generally  speaking,  and 
certainly    under  the   present  officials, 
there  will  be  a  disposition  to  do  all  that  is 
fair  and  just,  but  you  are  giving  a  power 
to  do  much  that  is  unjust^  and  the  tempta- 
tion to  use  that  power  is  sometimes  very 
gre<at.     You  place  this  great  power  in 
the   hands,   pmctically,  of  the  Govern- 
ment Agents,  for  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Governor  to  look  after  it  himself.  There 
is  the  temptation  to  sell  land  to  make 
up  the  revenue,  there  is  the  tempta- 
tion to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  those 
seeking  for  land,  and   there  is  some- 
times a  less  worthy  temptation.  They 
may  have  a  quarrel  with  the  village,  and 
not  scruple  i'a  disregarding  village  rights.  | 
With  regard  to  the  large  landowners,  I 
think  they  have  a  great  chance  of  sutfer- ' 
ing,  but  in  quite  a  different  way.    All ! 
large    landowners    have,    of    course,  : 
a   large   amount   of   land  which  they 
do    not    use.      They    generally    hold  i 
them  on    old    Kandyan    grants,  the 
limits  of  which  are  extremely  indefinite,  ' 
and  may  give  rise  to  many  lawsuits.  ! 
Some  of  these  have  been  settled  with  the  , 
Crown  and  some  have  not,  but  under  this  \ 
Ordinance  it  will  be  quite  possible,  if  i 
their  lands  come  within  the  category  of 
forests  and  waste,  unoccupied  or  unculti- 
vated lands,  that  they  may  have  a  large 
portion  absolutely  confiscated,  and  be 

f)ractically  punished  for  having  kept  any 
and  in  wood— all  wood  under  this  Ordi- 
nance being  personally  Crown  property  : 
and  as  properties  are  often  skirted  by  a 
fringe  of  waste  land  undefined  in  limit, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  such  may  come 
within  the  category  of  waste  or  unculti- 
vated land.  I  know  that  was  not  the 
intention  of  Sir  West  Bidgway,  and  1 
"will  venture  to  read  one  very  short  ex- 
tract from  a  despatch  of  his  with  regard 
to  these  cases  of  large  landed  proprietors. 
He  says : 

"The  frond /(ie large  native  proprietor  has 
nothii^  to  fear  from  the  Ordinance  .... 
Thia  Ordinance  will  give  a  ready  means  of 
MtUing  such  dispute,  and  particularly  with 


tlie  object  of  meeting  Kacbacase,  the  fourth 
sectiou  of  the  Ordinant-e  provider  for  an 
Hgreenieiit  being  entered  into  in  respect  of  any 
claim,  and  should  a  Ciovernment  Agent  be  in- 
clined to  lake  an  illiberal  view  of  t'^e  claim, 
the  large  landed  proprietor  is  protected  even 
againftt  iiimMelf,  because  no  agreement  can  be 
entered  into  without  the  consent  of  the 
(iovernor  in  any  case  in  which  the  land  is  over 
ten  acres  in  extent.  Should  no  agreement  be 
pa'<»ible  the  decision  a-*  to  the  richt  of  the 
landed  proprietor  to  i  lie  land  in  claim  it*  left 
to  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice." 

I  have  nothing  to  complain  of  in  that  state- 
ment, which  is  an  excellent  one.  Nothing 
can  be  better  when  you  are  dealing  with 
cases  of  boundaries  than  to  settle  toe  dis- 
pute by  a  regular  lawsuit  in  the  ordinaty 
courts.  Sir  West  Rid^*ay  on  to 
mention  a  settlement  in  which  I  had 
been  interested  in  the  Province  d 
Sabaragamuwa.  He  states  that  the 
settlement  made  by  me  covered  only  a 
portion  of  the  land  claimed,  and  that  tfae 
Government  A^ent  has  been  asked  to 
settle  the  remaining  portion  of  the  land 
by  the  claimants  under  the  Ordinance 
No.  1,  of  1897.  No  better  proof  could 
be  given,  he  says,  that  the  large  landed 
proprietor  does  not  anticipate  that  he  has 
anything  to  fear  from  the  Ordinance.  But 
I  have  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  Madnuu 
wala  Ratemahatmeya,  in  which  he  gives 
an  account  of  what  has  happened.  A 
proposal  was  made  to  him  which  was 
virtually  this,  that  he  should  give  up  a 
large  portion  of  his  claimed  land  to 
the  Government,  and  that  on  his  doing 
so  the  Government  would  release  him 
from  any  claim  upon  the  rest.  Xot  un- 
naturally, perhaps,  Mr.  .Maduanwala  ob- 
jected to  that  proposal,  and  proposed 
another  scheme,  by  which  the  Governmwt 
would  acquire  certain  rights  of  cutting 
timber  and  making  roads,  and  so  forth, 
while  he  held  the  land.  This  he  prtmMed 
as  an  alternative.  Well,  was  it  made  the 
foundation  of  any  further  proposal  to  him 
whereby  they  might  come  to  an  agree- 
ment ?  Was  that  referred  to  the  ordinary 
courts  of  law  ?  No.  Two  days  afterwards 
,\Ir.  Maduanwala  received  the  following 
answer  from  the  Government  agent : 

"  Ratnapura  Kachereri, 
"27  March,  189B. 
"MAPtTANWALA  CLAIU. 
*'  Sib. — With  reference  to  your  tetter  Na  00, 
of  the  7th  inst.,  and  onbsequent  converaatioa, 
1  have  the  honour  to  inform  yon  that  on  your 
withdrawing  all  claim  to  the  land  lying  to  Uw 
east  of  the  Timbolketiya  and  Embilepiten 
mad,  a  certificate  of  quiet  possession  will  be 
issued  to  you  for  the  remainder  of  your  rlain. 
In  the  event  of  your  refusal,  proceeding  will 
he  taken  under  Uie  Wastej^nds  OnluuuK« 
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No.  1  of  1897.    I  request  your  reply  within  14 
days  of -receipt  of  this  letter.   You  are  to 
nndetstand  tfiat  all  previous  proposals  for  a 
aettlem«mt  on  other  terms  are  at  an  end. 
"  I  am.  Sir, 

"  Yonr  obedient  servant, 

"  G.  M.  FowLEB,  Govt.  Agent. 

1  contend,  therefore,  that  what  was  not 
intended  by  Sir  W.  Bideway  may  be  done  ^ 
and  is  done  vatder  the  Waste  Lands  Ordi-  • 
nance.   He  says  the  Ordinance  does  not  j 
apply  and  that  disputes  of  this  Qature  will  j 
be  settled  by  the  ordinary  courts  of  law.  j 
The  Government  Agent  says  if  the  native 
landholder  will  not  accept  the  terms . 
offered  he  shall  be  dealt  with  under  the  new  | 
Ordinance,  which  will  probably  deprive  j 
him  of  great  tracts  of  forast  of  which  for  > 
certainly  two  hundred  years  his  family  ; 
have  been  the  reputed  possessors.   You  ' 
may  gain  a  few  hundred  acres  of  forest ;  i 
you  will  gain  with  it  the  undying  enmity  | 
of  a  still  powerful  family.    One  other ' 
matter  I  ventured  to  point  out  to  the 
Colonial  Office,  that  there  is  no  obstacle  , 
under  the  Ordinance  to  the  issuing  of  i 
notices  for  very  large  plots  of  land  where  ' 
it  is  impossible  for  the  people  on  them  to 
know  all  about  them,  and  gave  the  sketch  of  i 
such  a  notice.    The  Governor  thought  this  ' 
impossible,  and  said  that  if  any  officer  were  j 
foolish  enough  to  propose  the  insertion  of  I 
such  a  notice  in  the  Gazette,  he  would  not 
have  the  opportunity  of  repeating  his  i 
action.    Since  then,  however,  a  notice,  1 
sabstantially  the  same  as  the  imaginary  ' 
notice  I  prepared,  has  been  issued,  taking  j 
in  150  square  miles  of  land,  and  under  i 
the  Forest  Ordinance,  which  works  along  I 
with  this  Ordinance,  a  notice  has  been  ' 
issued  in  respect  of  a  tract  of  land  ' 
150  miles  in  length  and  30  miles  in  I 
width.    My  point  is  this.    I  am  quite  | 
satisfied    of    the    intention   of    the ! 
ColcHiial  Office,  and  I  am  quite  satisfied 
of  the  intention  of  the  (iovemor,  but 
good  intentions  do  not  always  insure 
good  legislation.     Ail  history  tells  us 
that,  and  much  of  the  most  mischievous 
legislation,  and  some  of  the  most  absurd 
laws  of  former  days,  were  framed  with  the 
most  benevolent  intentions  and  with  a 
sincere  desire  to  benefit  thepeople.  I,  there- 
fore, think  it  is  no  proof  that  the  law  is  a 
good  one  to  say  that  it  is  a  well-intended 
one.  I  think  this  law  may  be  oppressively 
used,  and  I  therefore  think  it  right  to  call 
attention  to  these  facts.   I  ought  to  have 
added,  with  regard  to  the  first  of  the  large 
tracts  of  land  to  which  I  have  referred,  that 
when,  nine  years       I  passed  through  it, 
there  were  several  viUagee  there.  I  am  told 


that  those  villages  have  now  disappeared. 
That  is  very  likely.  Owing  to  the  great 
want  of  irrigation  the  people  have  gone 
elsewhere.  But  is  it  to  be  assumed  that 
because  they  have  done  so  they  have  lost 
their  r^hts  to  the  land  f  They  have 
removea  because  they  could  not  live 
there,  but  their  rights,  whatever  they 
are  worth,  surely  still  exist  If  the 
Government  of  Ceylon  and  the  Col- 
onial Office  say  the  present  Ordi- 
nance is  now  the  law  and  must  continue 
to  be  so  notwithstanding  dangers  which 
may  be  seen  in  its  provisions,  then  I 
would  say,  let  it  be  so.  This  law,  taken 
in  itself,  will  effect  undoubtedly  one  great 
good.  It  will  suppress  what  is  an  un- 
mitigated evil — the  sale  of  little  petty 
plots  of  land  by  individual  owners  in 
villages  to  the  detriment  of  the  whole 
village  and  the  general  public.  The  Ordi- 
nance is  a  very  strong  and  somewhat 
harsh  method  of  ascertaining  the  rights 
of  the  Crown.  If  it  is  continued  as  such 
I  would  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  the  Government  of  Ceylon  if  they  will 
do  one  thing.  Will  they,  by  legislative 
provisions,  secure  the  rights  of  the  villagers 
in  the  same  way  as  the  rights  of  the  Crown 
have  been  now  secured ;  that  is  to  say,  in- 
stead of  leaving  it  to  the  mere  caprice,  it 
may  be — goodwill  and  pleasure  at  the  best, 
it  must  b^— of  the  Govemment  Agents  to 
say  whether  they  will  or  will  not  give 
certain  privileges  to  villagers  in  the 
forest,  wul  they  enact,  as  the  Crown  has 
now  the  power  severely  to  enforce  its  own 
rights,  that  within  a  certain  radius  from 
a  village  the  people  of  that  village  shall 
enjoy  those  privileges  which  are  men- 
tioned in  the  Forest  Ordinance  1  If  they 
will  do  that,  then,  although  the  Ordinance 
might  not  be  without  objection,  anything 
that  is  dangerous  in  it  would,  so  far  as  the 
villagers  are  concerned,  be  neutralised. 
And  if  they  would  also  make  provision 
whereby  large  property  disputes  with 
regard  to  boundaries  shoukl  be  treated 
as  it  was  intended  by  Sir  West  Eidgway 
they  should  be  treated,  by  being  dealt 
with  by  the  superior  Courts  of  Justice, 
not  by  proceedings  under  this  Ordinance ; 
then  I  think  there  would  be  little  reason 
to  complain,  and  I  for  one  would  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  course  taken. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (The 
Earl  of  Selborne):  The  noble  Lord 
who  has  just  addressed  the  House  has 
as  great  right  to  speak  on  this  subject  as 
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any  living  man,  and  during  his  career  as 
Governor  of  Ceylon  ho  was  distinguished, 
if  he  will  allow  me  to  saj  so,  for  a  sym- 
pathy with  the  natives  that  was  wisely 
directed.  Therefore  I  am  glad,  in  the 
first  place,  to  think  that  the  division  of 
opinion  between  himself,  the  Colonial 
Office,  and  the  present  Governor  of 
Ceylon,  is  confined  really  to  a  single 
point.  The  noble  Lord  repudiated,  as 
your  Lordships  would  have  expected,  the 
attacks  that  h;u  e  been  made  in  this  House 
and  in  the  other  House  on  the  motives 
and  actions  of  the  present  Grovemor.  I 
Join  most  heartily  with  my  noble  friend 
in  that  repudiation.  The  noble  Lord 
went  on  to  admit  that  there  was 
no  question  as  to  the  motives  under 
which  the  Waste  Lands  Ordinance  was 
passed,  and  he  admitted,  further,  that 
there  were  great  evils  which  had  to  be 
cured,  and  which  the  Ordinance  in 
question  would  cure.  That,  at  any  rate, 
is  a  large  ground  of  concurrence  be- 
tween Lord  Stanmore,  the  present 
Government,  and  the  Colonial  Office.  My 
noble  friend  went  on  to  say  that  this 
Waste  Land  Ordinance  would  directly 
injure  interests  which  it  was  never 
intended  to  injure,  and  which,  perhaps, 
were  not  taken  quite  sufficiently  into  | 
consideration  when  its  provisions  were  ' 
framed.  He  criticised  the  argument  that 
has  been  used  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon, 
ai\d,  I  think,  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, t^at  the  principle  involved  in  the  j 
Act  under  discussion  is  the  same  as  that 
which  was  involved  in  the  Act  of  1840.  I 
My  noble  friend  explained  to  the  House  ' 
the  difference  which  really  exists  between 
the  two  Acts,  and  which  constitutes  this 
statement  a  fallacy.  The  contention  of 
the  Governor  of  Ceylon  has  been  that  in 
both  Acts  there  has  been  the  same  pre- 
sumption of  Crown  ownership,  and  that 
the  same  words  expressed  that  presump- 
tion. But,  says  my  noble  friend,  the  law 
of  1840  has  been  so  altered  by  judge- 
made  law,  that  it  no  longer  carries  out 
what  was  supposed  to  have  been  its  pre- 
sumption, and  he  named  two  pomts 
specially.  The  first  was  that,  according  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Courts  in  the  case  of 
the  Ordinance  of  1840,  the  presumption 
in  fevour  of  the  Crown  was  only 
applicable  to  land  which  had  not 
been  cultivated  within  a  reasonable 
time.  I  do  not  think  my  noble  friend 
named  the  exact  number  of  years  that 
the  Courts  had  laid  down  as  the  minimum 

Tlie  Earl  a/  .Sellmrnc. 


requisite  to  establish  a  private  claim,  and 
to  upset  the  claim  of  the  Crown.  I  will 
leave  it  at  that — that  no  hard-and-fast 
rule  has  been  laid  down  by  the  Coart  of 
Ceylon  in  respect  of  the  Act  of  1840,  but 
that  they  have  admitted,  although  giving 
every  kind  of  latitude  and  advantage  to 
the  private  claimant,  that  a  period  must  in- 
tervene beyond  which  ancient  rights  are 
not  entitled  to  count  against  the  Crown. 
The  second  point  which  the  noble  Lord 
i  brought  forward  was  that  of  evidence  of  the 
occupancy  of  part  of  a  district— part,  we 
will  say,  of  a  so-called  forest — has  been 
held,  according  to  the  interpretation  by 
the  Courts  of  the  Ordinance  of  1840,  to  l>e 
evidence  of  the  occupation  of  the  whole, 
and  that  no  corresponding  provision  has 
been  introduced  into  the  current  Or- 
dinance. I  should  like  to  point  out,  as 
regards  the  first  point,  that  the  whole 
difference  between  my  noble  friend  and 
the  Colonial  Office  is  a  question  of 
degree.  If  once  you  admit  that  after  an 
intervening  period  the  private  claim 
is  barred,  and  the  Crown  can 
resort  to  what  we  will  call  its 
pristine  rights,  the  question  in 
dispute  is  only  one  of  degree  as  to  how 
many  years  prescription  ought  to  be 
allowed.  I  quite  agree  that  in  dealing 
with  matters  affecting  closely  the  inte- 
rests of  the  nati\'es,  the  greatest  care 
should  be  taken  to  strain  the  law  on 
their  side  rather  than  against  them ;  but 
in  the  necessary  administration,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  relj'  on  the  exercise  of  their  dis- 
cretion by  the  Government  officials  of 
Ceylon  under  the  direction  of  the  Gover- 
nor. As  to  the  second  point — the  pre- 
sumption that  occupation  of  a  small  part 
of  the  land  shoula  be  evidence  of  the 
occupation  of  the  whole — I  have  no 
doubt  an  equally  strong  case  could  be 
made  out  for  the  contrary  proposition — 
namely,  that  it  should  not  be  evidence 
against  the  Crown  (by  the  Crown  I 
mean,  of  course,  the  whole  of  the  public 
of  C(?yIon)  that  the  whole  of  a  forest 
lielongs  to  a  certain  individual,  or  to  a 
certain  village,  because  that  individual  or 
that  village  can  prove  that  they  have  in 
remote  years  cultivated  a  comparatively 
small  plot  within  that  forest  or  district. 

Lord  STANMORE:  I  did  not  say 
anything  of  the  sort.  What  I  referred  to 
was  a  defined  and  known  plot  of  land. 
In  that  case  the  Supreme  Court  has  said 
that  the  possession  of  a  part  shall  be  pos- 
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The  Earl  of  SELBOKNE:  It  all 
depends  on  the  size  of  the  defined  area. 
Admitting  that  it  is  a  known  area,  if  it 
cannot  be  proved  that  a  given  iudiWdual 
or  his  forefathers  have,  in  any  time  in 
which  there  is  record,  exercised  any  rights 
over  three-quarters  of  such  known  area, 
the  State  should  have  the  right  to  say 
whether  the  ownership  vested  in  the 
State  or  In  the  individual,  and  the 
Glovernor  seems  to  me  to  be  justified  in 
not  allowing  the  presumption  to  be  in  ! 
&iTOur  of  the  individu^.  5ly  noble  friend  | 
made  two  special  criticisms.  He  pfointed 
out  that  the  Act  might  opera,te  with 
special  harshness  against  small  \'illage 
proprietors  who  enjoyed  practically, 
though  not  technically,  communal  rights  ; 
but  he  admitted  that,  after  all,  the  whole 
thing  was  a  question  of  administration. 
It  is  really,  therefore,  a  question  whether 
the  Government  and  the  Colonial  Office 
between  them  can  exercise  proper  control 
over  the  officials  of  the  Government  of 
Ceylon.  All  I  cui  say  on  behalf  of  the 
Governor  uid  the  Colonial  Office  is  that 
we  will  do  our  best ;  that  we  recognise 
absolutely  the  necessity  for  acting  with 
the  greatest  sympathy  towai-ds  the  nati^'e 
proprietors  and  ^-illage  communities,  and 
any  criticism  which  will  enable  us  to 
carry  out  more  carefully  that  superin- 
tendence of  detail  which  is  wholly  neces- 
sary we  shall  welcome,  from  whatever 
quarter  it  comes.  The  second  case  my 
noble  friend  referred  to  was  the  caae  of 
the  very  large  landowners,  whom  he  ad- 
mitted might  include  witiiin  their  proper- 
ties areas  over  which  their  claims  were 
rather  vague,  and  as  to  which  they  might 
not  unnaturally  rather  resent  too  close 
definition.  But,  my  Lords,  the  Crown — 
the  pubUc  of  Ceylon— have  claims  as 
well  as  the  great  landowners.  The  latter, 
no  doubt,  are  entitled.not  only  to  the  most 
rigorous  justice,  but  to  sympathetic  treat- 
xnoit.  I  cannot  think,  however,  that  their 
case  requires  as  much  anxiety  on  the  part 
of  the  Colonial  Office  as  that  of  the  small 
proprietors  in  the  villages ;  for,  after  all, 
the  big  landowner  is  presumably  able  to 
take  care  of  himself  and  his  interests. 
Take  the  case  which  my  noble  friend  has 
brought  before  your  Lordships.  I  shall  not 
be  so  rash  as  to  attempt  to  pronounce  the 


name  of  the  gentleman  to  which  he  re- 
ferred, and  which  the  noble  Lord  so  glibly 
rolled  out,  but  so  far  as  I  understand  the 
case  he  is  a  native  gentleman  who  has 
very  large  property,  in.  regard  to  which 
his  rights  have  been  fw  a  long  period 
vague  and  undefined.  My  noble  friend 
was  himself  imtrumental  in  settling  a 
portion  of  the  claims,  but  a  certain  por- 
tion remains  unadjusted.  The  Governor 
of  Ceylon  proposes  now  to  ascertain  the 
respective  rights  of  this  native  landowner 
and  of  the  Crown  in  respect  to  the  re- 
mainder of  the  property.  The  Govern- 
ment Agent  ofTered  him  a  compromise^ 
which  the  native  gentleman  refused,  and 
offered  another  compromise.  The  Govern- 
ment Agent  refused  the  compromise 
oflTered  by  the  native  gentleman,  and  indi- 
cated that  if  the  offer  of  the  Government 
was  rejected  the  Waste  Lands  Ordinance 
would  be  put  in  force.  Where  is  the  ob- 
jection to  that  course  being  adopted  ? 
The  Waste  Lands  Ordinance  cannot  be  put 
into  force  without  going  to  the  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  this  large  native 
landowner  would  be  able  to  pro- 
tect himself  there  and  appeal  if 
necesswy.  In  the  particular  caae 
to  which  the  noble  Lord  has  referred,  I 
cannot  see  where  the  hardship  is.  It  is 
not  a  case  of  a  poor  man  who  could  not 
defend  himself,  but  of  a  man  who,  from 
the  size  of  his  property,  is  well  able  to 
look  after  his  own  interests.  As  to  the 
large  block  of  land  scheduled  under  the 
Order,  to  which  the  noble  Lord  alluded, 
the  present  Governor  of  Ceylon  person- 
ally informed  me  that  he  had  ridden  all 
through  this  block  of  country,  and  had 
been  quite  unable  to  find  any  traces  of 
human  habitation,  and  had  completely 
assured  himself  that  in  scheduUiu;  this 
block  of  land  the  Government  of  Ceylon 
were  not  interiering  with  the  existing 
rights  of  any  native  community  or  indi- 
vidual, and,  as  far  as  they  have  been  able 
to  ascertain,  there  has  been  no  reason  to 
depart  from  that  view.  Before  I  leave 
the  question  of  the  administration  of  this 
Act,  I  should  like,  with  your  Lorships' 
permission,  to  read  an  extract  from  the 
kst  page  of  the  Blue  Book  which  has  just 
been  published.  The  Chief  Justice  of 
Ceylon  has  been  frequently  quoted,  and 
has  been  used  as  a  weapon  with  which  to 
belabour  the  Grovernment  and  the  Colonial 
Office,  because  he  used  the  words,  "this 
extraordinaiy  Act."  I  will  read  to  your 
Lordships  what  the  Chief  Justice  really 
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«aid.  He  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  as  foUows : 

"  I  anderetand  that  the  lan^age  used  by 
me  In  a  recent  judgment  questionmi;  certain 
proceedings  under  the  Waite  Lands  Ordinance 
nas  been  interpreted  to  mean  that  I  disapprove 
of  the  principle  of  the  Ordinance.  In  describ- 
ing the  Ordinance  as  one  of  an  '  extraordinary ' 
nature  I  referred  to  the  fact  that  it  confers 
exceptional^  powers  on  the  local  goremment 
In  ray  opinion,  it  is  not  the  province  of  a  jadge 
to  express  eiUier  apvronl  or  disapproval  of 
the  Acts  of  the  L^fulatnre,  but  I  may  perhaps 
be  permitted  to  state  that  I  consider  that  the 
local  circumstances  render  exceptional  legisla- 
tion desirable,  not  only  in  the  interests  of  tlie 
general  community  to  prevent  the  wanton 
destruction  of  valuable  property,  but  also  in 
the  intmsts  of  the  villagers  themselves,  for 
nothing  U  a  more  prolific  source  of  crime  in 
Ceylon  than  di^put^  respecting  the  ownership 
of  land.  At  the  same  time,  I  have  always 
entertained  the  opinion  that  where  an  Ordin- 
ance conferring  exceptional  powers  prescribes 
the  conditions  under  which  the  powers  nia^  be 
exercised,  these  conditions  must  be  strictly 
observed.  I  may  add  that,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  the  working  of  the  Onlinance  has  not 
been  attended  any  real  injustice  or  hard- 
ship, and  that  if  any  such  were  to  occur  the 
Supreme  Court  may  be  trusted  to  find  a 
remedy." 

If  there  is  one  thing  which  my  noble 
friend  dilated  upon  more  than  another,  it 
was  the  wisdom  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Ceylon,  which  had  prevented  any  hard- 
ship being  committed  under  the  Act  of 
1840.  I  would  ask  him  in  the  same  way 
to  rely  upon  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ceylon 
to  prevent,  in  its  interpretation  of  the 
present  Ordinance,  any  abuse  taking 
place.  If  it  has  protected  the  native 
public  from  a  harsh  interpretation  imder 
one  Ordinance,  it  may,  I  think,  be 
trusted  to  do  so  under  another.  Finally, 
my  noble  friend  asked  me  this  question  : 
Will  Her  Majesty.'s  Government,  by 
legislation,  secure  the  rights  of  private 
villagers  in  the  same  way  as  they  have 
secured  the  rights  of  the  Crown  by  this 
ordinance  1  I  am  not,  of  course,  pre- 
pared on  the  spur  of  the  moment  to 
answer  a  question  which  involves  a  com- 
plete knowledge  of  the  technicalities  of  the 
Land  Laws  of  Ceylon,  but  I  can  say  that 
any  su^estion  emanating  from  my  noble 
friend  ^Lord  Stanmore)  or  other  authority 
so  entitled  to  respect  will  receive  the 
most  careful  and  anxious  consideration  of 
the  Secretary  of  State.  As  regards  the 
remarks  of  the  noble  Lord  who  intro- 
duced this  motion  (Lord  Stanley  of 
Alderley),  I  entirely  deny  the  statement 
that  injustice  has  been  caused  by  the 

Tht  Earl  of  Sflhortw. 


action  of  the  officials  of  the  Grovernment, 
and  Her  Majesty's  Government  entirely 
decline  to  grant  an  inquiry  into  the 
working  of  the  Ordinance. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  Lords, 
I  should  like  to  say  that  the  opinion  of 
the  Chief  Justice  of  Ceylon,  which  has 
been  quoted  by  my  noble  friend,  took  vae 
back  twenty-nine  years.  I  couid  have 
fancied  it  was  Mr.  Gladstone  moving  the 
Irish  Land  Bill  of  1870.  Exactly  the 
same  words  about  discontent,  bad  feeling, 
and  exceptional  legislation  were  used  then. 
As  land  proprietors  who  have  not  culti- 
vated their  land  are  liable  in  Ceylon  to 
have  it  taken  from  them  by  the  Crown,  I 
hope  those  landowners  in  England,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland  who  have  not  cultivated 
their  land  will  be  careful  that  these  laws 
are  not  introduced  into  this  country. 
Mliere  they  will  stop,  only  wiser  men  than 
I  can  say. 

WILD  BIRDS  ACT  (IRELAND). 

The  Earl  of  MAYO :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
what  steps  have  been  taken  to  enforce  the 
"Wild  Birds  Act  (Ireland).  In  1880,  or 
thereabouts,  the  police  used  to  post  up 
printed  notices  of  the  birds  protected  by 
the  Act,  but  in  consequence  of  a  footnote 
in  Sir  Andrew  Reid's  Irish  Constables' 
Guide,  which  stated  that  the  Constabulary 
were  not  to  enforce  the  Act,  the  Con- 
stabulary ceased  to  enforce  it.  The 
Inspector-General  has  now  directed  that 
the  Act  should  be  enforced,  but  it  is  not 
strongly  enforced.  I  am  told  that  for  the 
first  offence  the  offender  Is  cautioned,  and 
a  second  offence  is  reported  to  the  district 
inspector  for  consideration  as  to  whether 
the  prosecution  should  he  instituted.  I 
do  not  consider  this  is  properly  enforcing 
the  Act.  A  friend  of  mine  informs  me 
that  on  visiting  a  police  barracks  a  day  or 
two  ago  to  see  tne  form  of  notice  he 
found  it  posted  on  the  notice  board  with 
its  face  to  the  wall.  I  do  not  think  that 
is  an  enforcement  of  the  Act.  In  the 
wilder  parts  of  Ireland,  such  as  the  west 
coast  and  some  portions  of  Donegal,  the 
birds  are  entirely  unprotected,  and  I  there- 
fore ask  Her  Slajesty's  Grovemraent  to 
see  that  the  Act  ia  more  stringently  en- 
forced. 

The  Earl  of  DENBIGH :  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Earl  is  no  doubt  aware  that  the 
police  are  not  obliged  to  enforce  these  Acta, 
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And  the  reason  why  no  action  was  taken 
At  the  time  mentioned  by  the  noble  Earl 
was  that,  as  the  country  was  disturbed, 
and  the  work  of  the  police  very  severe, 
it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  add 
to  their  duties.  That  objection  no  longer 
exists,  and  on  the  9th  May  last  a  circular 
was  issued  by  the  Inspector-General,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Irish  Goveniment,  to 
the  Koyal  Irish  Constabulary  directing 
them  to  enforce  the  Wild  Birds  Protection 
Acts  of  1880  and  1894,  and  placards  were 
accordingly  posted  at  all  the  Koyal  Irish 
Constabulary  barracks  in  Ireland.  The 
Constabulary  have  been  directed  to  first 
warn  any  person  offending  against  the 
law  before  a  prosecution  is  instituted. 
When  the  pubbc  are  thus  made  aware  of 
the  law,  should  it  be  found  that  in  any 
district  its  provisions  are  disregarded,  the 
•offenders  will  be  pi'osecuted  without 
warning.  The  .requirement  that  a  con- 
stable shall  report  an  offence  to  his 
Auperior,  and  obtain  instructions  before 
instituting  a  prosecution,  is  not  intended 
in  any  way  to  weaken  the  action  of 
i^e  police,  but  is  in  accordance  with  the 

feneral  practice  |^verning  prosecutions 
y  the  force.  If  it  is  reportea  to  the  In- 
spector-General that  in  any  district  the 
law  is  flagrantly  violated,  he  will  insist 
upon  its  rigid  enforcement  without 
previous  warning  to  ofTendera.  The  case 
mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord,  in  which 
■one  of  the  notice  i  was  placarded  with  its 
face  to  the  wall,  is,  I  hope,  an  isolated 
•one,  and  I  am  certain  that  if  the  noble 
Earl  will  direct  the  attention  of  the  In- 
Apector-General  to  any  case  of  the  kind  it 
•will  be  remedied. 

VOLUNTEER  RIFLE  RANGED. 
The  Earl  of  DARTMOUTH :  Mv 
Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  Her  Majesty  s 
•Government  whether,  in  view  of  the 
jiumber  of  Volunteer  rifle  ranges  closed  as 
unsafe  during  the  gradual  issue  of  the 
Lee-Metford  rifle,  some  pecuniary  assist- 
.ance  should  not  be  given  to  enable  thoiie 
corps  whose  ranges  have  been  com- 
jnilsorily  closed  to  obtain  others.  I  do 
not  think  I  need  apologise  for  having 
J>rought  this  question  forward.  It  is  a 
very  serious  one,  fen*  the  recent  Return 
issued  shows  that  S25  ranges  belong- 
ing to  the  Volunteers  have  been  closed. 
The  corps  to  which  I  have  belonged  for 
.upwards  of  thirty  years  had  a  very  con- 
venient range  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cirmingham,  on  which  a  good  deal  of 


I  money  had  been  spent.    It  was  used  for 
comjnny  prize  meetings,  battalion  prize 
I  meetings,  and  inter-company  prize  meet- 
j  ings ;    but   unfortunately  an  accident 
I  happened,  and  as  the  result  (rf  the  in- 
!  quiry   which  followed  the   range  was 
I  declared  unsafe,  and  closed.     All  the 
j  money  that  had  been  spent  upon  it  has 
I  been  thrown  away,  and  with  great  diffi- 
I  culty  the  corps  has  been  able  to  find 
'  another  range,  upon  which  has  been  in- 
'  eurred  a  fresh  outlay  of   £1,000.  It 
seems  hard  that  a  battolion  should  be  once 
again  called  upon  to  spend  so  large  a  siun. 
The  new  range  is  not  so  convenient  as 
the  old  one,  and  the  companies  have  con- 
siderable difficulty  and  incur  ^reat  ex- 
I  pense  in  getting  to  it.     I  had  intended 
I  pointing  to  the    result  which  would 
1  inevitaoly  follow  upon  any  interference 
[  with     the     opportunities     of  prac- 
tising with  the  rifle,  but  I  see  that 
I  on  Saturday  last  a  sergeant  of  this  corps 
1  broke  the  record  by  imiking  the  highest 

Cible  score  at  200,  500,  and  600  yards, 
although  there  may  be  brilliant  ex- 
'  ceptions,  the  result  must  be  very  detri- 
mental to  the  efficiency  of  the  Volunteers 
j  and  the  management  of  the  weapon  put 
I  into  their  hands,  and  I  think  it  is  a  case 
I  in  which  the  officers  of  Volunteer  corps 
I  can  very  properly  claim  the  assistance  of 
the  Government.    I  am  perfectly  aware 
that  applications  could  be  made  under 
certain  conditions  for  a  loan  repayable 
over  a  term  of  year,  but  this  also  is  a 
charge  upon  the  battalion  which  it  can 
ill  afford  te  bear.    I  think  it  will  be 
generally    admitted    that  Volunteer 
offieersas  a  body  are  not  wealthy  men,  and 
it  is  creditable  to  them  that  they  spend  so 
much  time  and  money  in  order  to  make 
themselves  and  the  corps  with  which 
they  serve  efficient.    The  Volunteers  as 
a  force  have  had   a  checkered  career. 
When  the  movement  was  first  initiated 
they  were  feted,  flattered,  and  made  a 
I  good  deal  of,  but  when  the  novelty  had 
worn    off   they    underwent  a  period 
when    no    ridicule    was    too  ?reat 
to    hurl    at   them.    They  have  oeen 
'  likened  to  that  proverbial   old  maid 
who  is  always  ready  but  never  wanted, 
but  I  believe  they  have  shown  that  they 
are  ready  and  capable  of  doing  all  that  is 
expected  of  them.    They  have  survived 
those  periods  of  ridicule,  and  I  think  the 
Volunteers  themselves  would  be  the  first 
to  recognise  the  fact  that  the  conditions 
under  which  they  serve  now  a^in  maiur 
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respects  better  than  they  were  in  former 
years.  No  one  will  deny  that  in  efficiency, 
discipline,  and  soldierly  qualities  the 
Volunteer  Force  has  gone  far  ahead  of  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  origi- 
nators. The  noble  Marquess,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  has  probably  con- 
sidered what  remedy  should  be  proposed, 
but  to  my  mind  the  only  remedy  consis- 
Cent  with  justice  is  that,  in  the  special 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Govern- 
&ent  should  make  a  special  grant.  I  am 
aware  that  a  Minister  of  War  is  not 
always  able  to  cajole  out  of  the  unwilling 
pocket  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
all  he  thinks  he  is  entitled  to,  but  if  the 
noble  Marquess  can  tell  us  that  the 
authorities  will  in  some  way  show  their 
practical  sympathy  in  this  direction,  I  am 
sure  it  will  tend  to  the  encoura^ment  of 
the  Volunteer  Force. 

The  earl  of  WEMYSS  :  Before 
my  noble  friend  answers  the  question 
which  has  been  put  to  him  by  the  noble 
Earl,  I  should  like  to  say  that  the 
Volunteer  Force  is  greatly  indebted  to 
him  for  having  brought  this  matter  for- 
ward. I  do  not  propose  to  touch  upon 
the  general  question  of  Volunteering, 
further  than  to  say  that  Volunteers  must 
have  the  means  of  shooting.  It  is  in  con- 
sequence of  the  increasea  range  of  the 
rifle,  in  the  main,  that  these  ranges  have 
been  shut  up.  ily  early  educational  life 
was  spent  in  Switzerland,  and  I  saw  a 

treat  deal  of  rifle  shooting  there.  In 
witzerland  ranges  are  placed  close  to 
towns,  without,  apparently,  any  dangerous 
result,  and  I  suggest  that  the  Swiss 
system  of  laying  out  ranges  might  with 
adrantage  be  applied  in  this  country. 
The  Government  have  plenty  of  waste 
land  at  Aldershot  where  the  Swiss 
method,  by  which  trenches  are  dug  and 
surrounded  by  baulks  of  timber  to  prevent 
the  bullets  ^oing  beyond  a  certain  range, 
might  be  tnied  on  a  small  scale. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  job 
WAR  (The  Marqxtess  of  Lansdowne): 
My  Lords,  the  House  must  have  listened 
with  pleasure  and  interest  to  the  excellent 
statement  made  by  the  noble  Eari  who 
brought  this  subject  forward,  and  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  differ  from  bim  in  the 
general  conclusion  to  which  he  has 
arrived.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  closing 
of  so  large  a  number  of  langos  has  placed 
the  Volunteer  Force  at  a  very  great  dis 
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i  advantage,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  give  the 
I  matter  our  most  serious  consideration.  I 
'  do  not  think  it  is  quite  i&ir  to  regard  the 
{  increased  range  of  the  *303  rifle  as  solely 
j  responsible   for   the   present   state  of 
I  things.     I  am  told  that  most  of  the 
I  ranges  which  were  really  safe  for  the 
I  Martini-Henry  rifle  are    safe  for  the 
J  -303  rifle.     Two  new  circumstances  have 
contributed  to  the  present  result.  One 
i  is  the  rapid  spread  of  the  population  in 
\  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  manner 
I  in  which  areas  which  not  long  ago  were 
comparatively  waste-places  have  been  built 
'  over.   In  the  second  place,  there  is  the 
\  greater  strictness  of  ine^iection  which  now 
I  prevails.    There   is  no  doubt  that  in 
old  days   the   inspection  of  the  small 
local  ranges   was  of  an  extremely  easy 
,  character ;  a  thorough  overhauling  has 
now  taken  place,  with  the  result  that,, 
as  my   noble  friend  has   said,  no  less 
than  323  Volunteer  ranges  have  lately 
been  condemned  as  unsafe   with  the 
new  rifle.    I  wish  to  guard  myself,  at 
the  outset,  against  admitting  that  Her 
,  Majesty's   Government,   or,  indeed,  I 
j  would  almost  say  any  Government^  could 
undertake  the  enormous  liability  of  pro- 
1  viding  every  Volunteer  corps  throughout 
I  the  country  with  a  suitable  range.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  certainly  reco^iise 
;  the  duty  of  doing  eveiything  within 
I  reasonable  limits  to  afford  the  volunteer 
Forces  opportunities  of  making  them- 
selves thoroughly  eflBcient  in  musketry, 
and  something  has  been  done,  and  m 
being  done  at  the  present  time,  in  that 
direction.  Under  the  Military  Lands  Act 
of  1892,  a  Volunteer  corps  is  enabled 
j  to  raise    money   for   the   purpose  of 
j  purchasing    land    for  ranges   on  the 
,  security  of  the  land  itself,  and  the  capita- 
'  tion  grant  of  the  corps.    We  amended 
that  Act  two  years  ago,  and  Volunteer 
;  corps  are   now  able    to  borrow^,  not 
,  only  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  land, 
but  also  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
the  necessary  works  and  buildings.  That 
change  in  the  law  seems  to  have  had  a 
j  very  good  result,  for  while  in  the  year 
:  before  the  amendment  of  the  Act  only 
'  four  corps  took  advantage  of  the  law  and 
borrowed  the  sum  of  ^,400,  last  year  no 
fewer  than  twenty  one  corps  came  forward, 
and  the  total  sum  advanced  was  thus  raised 
to  no  less  than  £129,000.    Again,  under 
the  Military  Works  Loan  Act  of  1897, 
we  took  a  sum,  in  round  figures  about 
half  a  million  of  money,  for  the  purpose 
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of  providing  ranges.  It  is  quite  true  that  '< 
those  ranges  were  primarily  intended  for  \ 
the  use  of  the  Militia  and  regulars,  but  I 
every  effort  is  made  to  put  them  in  places  ! 
where  they  can  be  accessible  to  Volunteers  ' 
aUo.   The  whole  of  that  money  has  not ' 
yet  been  spent,  for  the  obtainment  of  safe  | 
ranges  in  these  days  is  a  matter  of  enor-  \ 
mous  difficulty.    You  have,  in  the  first 
place,  to  discover  a  suitable  site,  and  then  | 
to  come  to  terms  \vith  the  owner — two  , 
operations  which  consume  a  considerable 
amount  of    time.     Then,    under  the 
Military    Works    Loan    Bill,  which 
is   now  before   Parliament,  and  which, 
I  hope,    will    be  before   your  Lord- 
ships in  a  few  days,  we  take  power  to 
raise  the  sum  of  £40,000  for  the  pnrpose 
of  assisting  Volunteer  corps  in  providing 
themselves  with  ranges.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  that  sum  sounds  a  rather  small  one, 
but  small  as  it  is  we  hope  to  make  it  go  a 
long  way.    What  we  propose  to  do  is 
in  districts  where  there  is  a  deficiency 
of  range  accommodation,  and  where  we 
find  that  the  local  corps  are  ready  to 
combine  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a 
range,  to  assist  the  corps  by  a  grant 
from  this  fund— a  grant  which,  perhaps, 
may  not  be  a  very  large  one,  but  which 
will  certainly  aJleviate  that  burden  of 
which  my  noble  friend  spoke  so  feelingly 
juat  now.    We  also  propose  to  bring  in 
this  year  new  regulations  dealing  with 
the  travelling  expenses  for  Volunteers,  to 
which  we  may  also  look  for  a  palliative 
for  the  ev-il  of  insufficient  range  accom- 
modation.   The  new  regulations  will  be 
more  advantageous  to  the  force,  and  will 
work  more  fairly  as  between  corps  and 
corps  than  the  present  regulations  have 
worked.    The  principal  points  of  the  new 
regulations  are  that  the  minimum  dis- 
tance in  respect  of  which  the  travelling  I 
allowance  will  be  granted  will  be  reduced  I 
from  five  to  two  miles.  The  distancewill  be  j 
calculated  from  the  sectional  as  well  as 
the  company  headquarters,  and,  finally, 
the  maximum  grant  \vill  be  raised  from 
48.  to  68.  per  nead.    These  are  all  con- 
cessions which  I  believe  the  Volunteer 
force  will  appreciate,  and  which  will 
enable  Volunteers  to  avail  themselves 
more  readily  of  the  range  accommodation 
at  present  existing.     There  is  no  use  in 
concealing  the  fact  that  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  ranges  has  increased  of  late, 
and  we  must  therefore  look  for  the 
remedy  of  the  evil  complained  of  to  a 
smaller  ntunber  of  perfectly  safe  ranges, 


and  to  giving  facihties  to  Volunteers  to 
obtain  access  to  them.  The  noble  Earl  on 
the  Cross  Benches  suggested  that  we 
should  inquire  into  a  system  of  ranges 
which  he  teUs  us  was  prevalent  in 
Switzerland,  and  under  which,  I  under- 
stood him  to  say,  the  range  was  confined 
within  a  sort  of  tunnel  constructed  of 
timbcT-  baulks.  I  certainly  would  receive 
any  helpful  suggestion  with  the  utmost 
respect,  and  I  promise  the  noble  Earl  to 
make  inquiries  as  to  the  system  to  which 
he  has  referred.  I  confess,  at  first 
sight,  the  suggestion  rather  alarms 
me,  because,  although  our  Volunteers 
shoot  excellently,  they  are  not  all  marks- 
men, and  it  strikes  me  as  conceivable  that 
an  occasional  bullet  might  find  its  way 
outside  the  limits  of  the  noble  Earl^ 
tunnel.  I  certainly  should  not  like  to 
inhabit  the  neighbourhood  of  a  butt  pro- 
tected in  the  way  he  suggests.  I  hope  I 
have  said  enough  to  convince  my  noble 
friend  that  the  matter  to  which  he  has 
called  attention  is  not  regarded  with  dis- 
favour by  the  War  Office.  The  noble 
Earl  referred  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
Volunteer  Force,  and  spoke  of  the  "epoch 
of  ridicule  "  through  which  tJie  Volunteer 
movement  had  x^tssed.  The  noble  ^rl  is 
not  alone  in  tmnking  that  that  epoch,  if 
ever  it  existed,  has  been  left  very  far 
behind  indeed,  and  I  am  sure  those  who 
had  the  good  fortune,  as  I  had  myself,  to 
see  the  magnificent  march  past  of  the 
Volunteers  before  the  Prince  of  Wales  on 
Saturday  week  must  have  been  highly 
impressed  with  the  efficiency  and  the 
national  value  of  this  branch  of  the 
Service. 

Earl  SPENCER :  As  I  had  the  honour 
of  asking  the  noble  Miuqueas  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  some  two 
years  ago  a  question  in  ^most  the  same 
terms  as  that  which  has  been  so  ably  put 
before  the  House  to-night,  I  should  like 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  saying  one  or 
two  words  upon  the  subject.  No  one 
wishes  to  protect  the  public  against 
the  dangers  of  rifle  ranges  more 
than  I  do,  but  I  caimot  help  thinking 
that  the  inspectors  of  these  ranges  may 
be  carrying  their  care  for  the  public  too 
far.  The  noble  Marquess  has  said  that  a 
range  which  was  safe  for  the  Martini- 
Henry  rifle  was  fairly  safe  'for  the  new 
rifle ;  and  if  that  is  so,  why  is  it  that 
such  an  enormous  number  of  ranges  have 
been  closed  since  the  introduction  of  the 
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new  rifle  1  Were  there  many  accidents  ? 
I  scarcely  remember  any.  I  was  exceed- 
ingly glad  to  hear  what  the  noble  Mar- 
quess said  ivith  regard  to  the  proposal  to 
assist  Yoltuiteers  in  finding  ranges.  I 
quite  admit  that  it  is  impossible  for  the 
noble  Marquess  or  the  War  Office  to  find 
ranges  for  every  corps  which  is  without 
one,  but  they  may  go  a  long  way  to 
render  assistance.  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  difficulty  in  regard  to  rifle  ranges  for 
Volunteers  is  not  to  be  met  by  increasing 
the  travelling  allowances  to  the  force. 
The  essence  of  success  in  regard  to  the 
rifle  shooting  of  the  Volunteers  lies  in  the 
ranges  being  close  to  headquarters,  so  as 
to  enable  the  men  to  take  up  rifle  shoot- 
ing as  a  pastime.  That  can  only  be  pro- 
vided by  increasing  the  number  of  ranges, 
and  I  therefore  hope  the  noble  Marquess 
will  be  liberal  in  his  treatment  of  corps 
which  desire  to  provide  such  accommoda- 
tion for  themselves. 

*The  Marqusss  of  LANSDOWNE: 
I  hope  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl 
Spencer)  does  not  understand  me  to 
suggest  that  I  am  indifferent  to  the  value 
of  ranges  being  close  to  the  headquarters 
of  Volunteer  regiments.  Where  such 
ranges  cannot  be  found — and  I  am  afraid 
there  are  many  parts  of  England  where 
such  ranges  will  not  be  found — I  think 
the  remedy  is  to  give  every  possible 
facility  for  travelling  to  a  range  which  is 
perfectly  safe  and  properly  equipped.  I 
gather  that  the  noble  Earl  thought  our 
inspection  dl  ranges  of  late  was  rather  too 
stiff".  Whether  that  is  so  or  not,  I  cannot 
say  The  noble  Earl  hinted  that  we 
might  accept  ranges  which  had  been  used 
for  many  years  without  any  untoward 
result,  and  which  possessed,  so  to  speak, 
a  clean  bill  of  health.  He  must,  however, 
remember  that  the  conditions  of  these 
ranges  are  continually  altering  according 
to  tne  amount  of  building  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood. Speaking  as  Secretary  of 
State,  I  should  be  sorry  to  take  upon 
myself  the  responsibility  of  overruling  an 
inspector  upon  the  ground  that  his  inspec- 
tion had  been  a  little  too  extreme.  If, 
after  overruling  an  inspector,  a  serious 
accident  occurred,  I  think  the  Secretary 
of  State  would  be  likely  to  hear  about  it. 

The  Earl  of  DARTMOUTH:  I 
desire  to  thank  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  for  the  sym- 
pathetic reply  he  has  given  to  my  ques- 

EasiSpeMer, 


tton,  and  I  am  sure  the  increased  travel- 
ling grants'  which  the  noble  Marquess  has 
suggested  will  be  of  great  value  to. 
Volunteers.  My  experience  differs  from 
that  of  the  noble  Marquess  with  regard 
to  the  relative  safety  of  the  Martini- 
Henry  and  the  Lee-AIetford  rifles.  The 
range  to  which  I  have  referred  was  used 
for  a  great  many  years  without  known 
danger,  but  soon  after  the  introduction  of 
the  Lee-Metford  rifle  a  worthy  citizen 
was  unfortunately  struck  by  a  spent 
bullet. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS 
{OXrrWOKKERS). 

•The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN:  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  move  for  a  Return  show- 
ing the  number  of  persons  whose  names- 
are  registered  as  outworkers  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Acts,  which  require  that  the 
names  of  such  persons  employed  in  certain 
specified  trades  shouhi  be  returned  perio- 
dically to  the  factory  inspectors.  In 
bringing  forward  this  motion  very  few 
words  will  be  sufficient  by  way  of  expla- 
nation. Your  Lordships  may  remember 
that  the  specified  trades  which  are  alluded 
to  in  this  motion  are  the  following  :  The 
makii]g  of  wearing  apparel,  files,  electro- 
plate, cabinet  furniture,  upholstery,  and 
fur-pulling.  Parliament  has  thus  recog- 
nised this  system  of  outworkers,  which 
has  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention, 
and,  as  the  system  ctf  registering  out^ 
workers  exists,  some  record  should  be 
given  of  its  results.  Something  of  the 
same  sort  exists  locally,  and  I  think  I  am 
right  in  saying  that  in  the  Factory  Inspec- 
tor's Report  for  the  Manchester  district 
for  1897  there  is  included  a  Return  show- 
ing the  number  of  outworkers  in  that  dis- 
trict, and  also  the  respective  manufactures 
and  employments  in  which  they  are  en- 
gaged. I  venture  to  hope  that  Her 
fliajesty's  Government  will  grant  aBetum 
of  a  similar  kind,  only  a  little  more  ex- 
tended in  its  character,  and  giving  not 
only  the  number  of  workers,  but  dis- 
tinguishing the  men  from  the  women.  A 
certain  amount  of  time  would  necessarily 
be  required  to  prepare  this  Return,  but 
there  is  no  hurry.  If  the  Return  is  granted 
next  session  I  shall  be  satisfied. 

Lord  BELPER:  On  behalf  of  the 
Home  Secretary  I  have  to  say  that  there 
is  no  objection  to  giving  the  infor- 
mation asked  for  by  ute  noble  Earl,  bnt 
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the  Secretary  of  State  thinks  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  if  the  Return  is  made  in 
the  annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  Factories,  which  is  issued  in  the 
autumn.  It  will  occasion  very  little 
delay,  and  the  Return  will  bo  more  com- 
plete. 

*Thk  Earl  of  ABERDEEN:  That 
will  entirely  meet  the  object  I  have  in 
view,  and  I  will  amend  my  motion  in 
accordance  with  the  noble  iJord's  sugges- 
tion. 

Moved,  That  a  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  Her  Majesty,  praying  that  a 
statement  be  included  in  the  next  annual 
Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories 
showing  the  number  of  persons  whose 
names  are  registered  as  outworkers  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Fac- 
tory and  Workshop  Acts,  which  require 
that  the  names  of  such  persons  employed 
in  certain  specified  trades  should  be  re- 
turned periodically  to  the  Factory  Inspec- 
tors.—(TA*  ViscowKt  Gordon,  E.  Aberdeen.) 
Agreed  to  and  ordered  accordin^y. 

COMMONS  AND  OPEN  SPACES  BILL 

[H.L.] 

Third  Reading. 

Older  of  the  day  for  the  Third  Reading 
read. 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  :  In  moving  the 
Third  Reading  of  this  Bill  I  should  like 
to  thank  the  noble  Viscount  (Viscount 
Cross)  for  the  assistance  he  has  given  me 
in  bringing  the  Bill  to  its  present  stage. 
The  Bul,  as  amended,  will  enable  provi- 
sion to  be  made  for  the  improvement  and 
regulation  of  many  commons  in  the 
country,  and  I  trust  that  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Government  in  another 
^ace  the  measure  will  be  placed  on  the 
Statute  Book  diuing  the  present  session. 


the  House  of  Commons,  though,  of  course, 
I  cannot  answer  for  that.  I  know  it  is 
th'e  anxious  wish  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  that  it  should  pass- 

this  session. 

On  Question,  agreed  to — 

Read  3",  accordingly ;  Amendments 
made ;  Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Com- 
mons. 

SEA  FISHERIES  BILL  [H.L.]. 
House  in  Committee   (according  to 
Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3^  To-morrow. 


GORDON  MEMORIAL  COLLEGE 
KHARTOUM  BILL  [H.L.]. 


AT 


Moved,  "  That  the  Bill 

{Lord  Bxirghdere.) 


be  read  3"."— 


Viscount  CROSS :  No  one  is  more 
anxious  than  I  am  to  see  the  Bill  pass. 
I  entirely  agree  that  the  Bill,  as  it  stands, 
will  greatly  cheapen  the  method  of  deal- 
ing with  the  regulation  of  commons,  and 
especially  of  small  commons,  throughout 
the  country.  I  am  verv  glad  that  the 
Amen^ents  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
move  will  make  the  Bill  work  on  safe 
lines.    I  hope  the  Bill  may  pass  through 


[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read 

•The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury):  My  Lords,  this 
Bill  is  considered  to  be  renclered  necessary 
by  a  technicality.    You  are,  no  doubt, 
familiar  with  the  fact  that  subscriptions 
were  lavishly  given  by  the  public  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  college  at  Khar- 
toum.   Some  of  the  persons  who  have 
been  applied  to  will  not  accept  the  ofiice 
of  trustee — a  somewhat  perilous  and  diffi- 
cult office  sometimes  to  accept — without 
knowing  all  the  responsibility  involved. 
They  have  been  advised — at  present  I  da 
not  say  whether  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
advice  given  them  or  not — that,  in  the- 
event  of  this  being  treated  as  a  public 
trust,  it  is  a  trust  which   might  be 
enforced  in   the    Court   of  Chancery 
■by   the  Attorney-Greneral  by  way  of 
information,  and  the  persons  who  are 
to  act  as  trustees  would  require  to  be  in- 
demnified, if  they  could  be  in  some  way^ 
against  any  breach  of  trust  by  investing 
in  Egyptian  securities.  Undoubtedly, 
it  would  be  outside  the  power  of  an 
ordinary  English  trustee  to  invest  in 
Egyptian  securities.    The  result  is  that 
they  have  declined  to  accept  the  trust  at 
all  unless  they  are  indemnified  by  Parlia- 
ment.   It  was  therefore  thought  proper 
that  a  Bill  should  be  brought  before  your 
Lordships  to  enable  these  trustees  to  act 
with  perfect  security.    I  think  your  lord- 
ships will  do  as  every  subscriber  would 
do  if  he  CQuld  be  personally  consulted,, 
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Bill  read  2"  (according  to  Order)  ;  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morvomr. 

HoQBe  adjourned  at  haU-past  Six  of  the 
.clocfk,  tin  to-morrow,  half-post 
Ten  «f  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  17th  July  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PROVISIOKAL  ORDER  BILLS  [Lords]. 

Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto 
-somplied  with. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
"which  are  applicable  thereto  "^ve  been 
complied  witn,  viz. : — 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  2) 
BILL  [Lordn]. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONTIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
■second  time  To-morrow. 

BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 

MILTON  CREEK  CONSERVANCY  BILL. 

WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  conaidered,  and 
■agreed  to. 

GREENOCK  AND  PORT  GLAS(JffW 
TRAMWAY'S  Bn.L  [Lonl«3. 

MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  (PIL0TA(;E)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 


BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL  [LonU]. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (Na  II)  BILL  [Lonte]. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  U)  BILL  [Urds]. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  15)  BILL  [Lorda]. 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  1) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL  [Loitls]. 

Read  the  third  time>  and  pass^  with- 
out Amendments. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  16)  BILL. 

[Third  Reading.] 
Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

*Mr.  perks  (Lincolnshire,  Louth). 
Before  this  Bill  is  read  the  third  time  I 
want  to  point  out  that  the  clause  relating 
to  preaching  on  the  sands  at  Rhyl  has  no 
doubt  been  greatly  modified.  But  the 
provision  in  the  Provisional  Order  does 
not  really  do  more  than  maintain  the  old 
common  law.  What  I  wish  to  say  with- 
out opposin|;  this  Bill  and  putting  off  the 
Third  Reading  in  consequence,  is  simply 
that  the  Wesleyan  Church  has  h^d  fur- 
nished to  it  a  very  long  Hst  of  bye-laws 
of  county  councils  and  boroughs  which 
contain  the  original  powers  which  have 
been  modified  in  this  Order,  and  we  shall 
do  our  best,  when  opportunity  offers,  to 
get  the  law  altered  so  that  the  right  of 
public  preaching  may  be  \mrestrained,  and 
in  any  case  that  these  bye-laws  may  con- 
form to  the  improved  conditions  which 
the  Committee  have  unanimously  imposed 
on  the  town  of  Rhyl. 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH  WESTERN  KAIL-  i 

WAY  BILL  [LonlB].  [  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL 

WORKINGTON  CORPORATION  BILL    I  [Lords]. 

[Lords].  I     Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 

Read  a  second  time,  ;and  committed.     !  Amendment. 
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PETITIONS. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATINU  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  SfaiUingttm,  in  &vour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Tabte. 

TITHE  BENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Southampton,  against; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WORKHOUSES  (CONFINEMENT  CASES) 
(DETENTION  OF  MOTHERS  OF 
ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN). 

Petition  from  Orsett^  for  alteration  of 
Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 


ARMY  COMMISSIONS. 
Return    presented,    relative  thereto 
[Address  30th  June— iW?-.  Pir»«];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY  RETURNS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  as  to  the 
Capital,  Traffic  Receipts,  and  Working 
Expenditure,  etc.,  of  the  Railway  Com- 
panies of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the 
3'ear  1 896  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

COURT  OF  PROBATE  DIVISION  (HIGH 
COURT  OF  JUSTICE)  (IRELAND). 

Annual  Account  presented,  of  Receipts 
and  Disbursements  for  the  year  ended 
3l8t  December,  1898  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  280.] 

GLANDERS  (DEPARTMENTAL  COMM  IT- 
TEE). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Agricidture  to  inquire  into 
and  report  upon  the  working  of  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  in  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  Glanders;  together  with 
the  Minutes  of  Evidence,  Appendixes, 
etc.  [by  Command] ;  to  He  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copv  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  No. 
2318  [by  Command];  to  Ue  upon  the 
Table. 

VOL.  LXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


TUNIS     (EXPORTS     FROM  GREAT 
BRITAIN   AND  FRANCE.) 

Address  for  "Return  showing  the 
value  of  goods  exported  into  Tunis  by 
Great  Britain  and  France  respectively  in 
the  years  1880,  1885,  1890,  1895,  and 
1897."— <Jfr.  Cfombie.) 


QUESTIONS. 

BRITISH  NAVAL  OFFICERS  IN  THE 
SOUDAN. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD 
(York):  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  seeing  that  British 
military  officers  serving  m  the  Soudan 
were  allowed  to  count  their  time  for 
promotion,  under  Article  22  of  the  Royal 
Warrant  for  Pay  and  Promotion,  and  for 
retirement,  under  Article  500  {a)  and  (c), 
will  he  explain  why  British  naval  officers 
serving  before  the  enemy  in  the  Soudan 
campaigns  are  not  allowed  to  count  their 
time  for  promotion  and  for  retirement ; 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  naval 
officer  commanding  the  Naval  Brigade  in 
the  1684-5  campaign  was  not  allowed  to 
count  that  time  towards  promotion,  and 
the  naval  officer  commancGng  the  Naval 
Brigade  in  the  1896-8  campaign  was  not 
allowed  to  count  hia  time  towards  retire- 
ment, whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 
recommending  Her  Majesty  that  in  future 
all  naval  officers  on  active  service  before 
the  enemy,  assisting  the  Army  in  land 
campaigns,  shall  be  allowed  to  count  such 
time  for  promotion  and  pension  after  they 
have  served  three  years  in  command  of  a 
8hip<»f-war  at  sea,  whether  such  command 
takes  place  before  or  after  their  service 
on  shore. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  GoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  noble  Lord  is  in 
error  in  sup^in^  that  the  British  naval 
officers  servmg  in  the  Soudan  on  the 
occasions  in  qiiestion  were  not  allowed  to 
count  their  time  for  retirement.  Under 
the  regulations  the  time  has  been  allowed 
to  count  in  full  towards  retirement,  but 
not  for  promotion.  With  reference  to 
promotion,  the  conditions  of  the  naval  and 
military  services  are  obviously  dissimilar. 
The  Admiralty  have  always  attached  the 
gi-eatest  importance  to  the  strict  fulfil- 
ment of  the  conditions  which  require  for 
the  promotion  of  naval  officers  certain 
fixed  periods  of  service  in  a  ship-of-war  at 
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sea.  Although,  in  the  case  of  captains, 
service  obtained  previously  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  this  condition  counts  towards 
increase  of  their  full  and  half  pay,  and 
pension,  and  retirement,  it  is  not  allowed 
to  count  towards  promotion.  To  this 
rule  it  is  intended  to  adhere.  The  pre- 
vious qualification  of  three  years'  service 
required  in  the  case  of  captains  has,  by  a 
recent  Order  in  Council,  been  reduced  to 
two.  In  no  case  has  it  occurred  that 
officers  employed  in  such  services  as  those 
mentioned  in  the  question  have  failed  to 
obtain  the  necessary  time  for  promotion. 

ARTIFICIAL  DYES  FOR  NAVY  SERGE. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFOKD:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  firm  of  dyers 
in  Wellington,  Somerset,  have  purchased 
forty  tons  of  foreign  artificial  indigo,  and 
are  using  it  for  dyeing  Navy  contract 
cloth  ;  and  whether,  to  ensure  the  Navy 

getting  the  class  of  goods  paid  for,  he  will 
ave  the  word  "  natural "  inserted  before 
the  word  "indigo"  in  all  future  Navy 
contracts  for  cloth. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) : 
I  have  no  information  as  to  the  pur- 
chase alluded  to  in  the  first  paragraph  of 
my  noble  fiiend'a  question ;  but  no  con- 
tract is  at  present  held  by  any  firm  in 
Wellington  for  cloth.  I  am  considering 
whether  the  use  of  a  natural  dye  can  be 
secured  by  an  alteration  in  the  specifica- 
tion. 

ARMY   MEDICAL  SERVICE 
EXAMINATION. 

Captain  GREVILLE  (Bradford,  E.) : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Wiir,  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  dates  fixed  for 
entry,  17th  July,  and  of  examination, 
28th  July,  of  candidates  for  the  Array 
Medical  Ser\-ice  will  have  the  effect  of 
excluding  from  competition  young  men 
who  may  have  obtained  their  diplomas  at 
the  Victoria  University  and  other  exami- 
ning bodies  during  the  month  of  July, 
but  the  results  of  whose  examinations  are 
not  published  till  27th  J uly ;  and  whether 
it  would  be  possible  to  postpone  the  dates 
of  entry  and  examination  for  a  few  weeks 
in  order  to  allow  successful  students  to 
compete. 

*TheUNDER  SECRETARYofSTATE 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  The 


date  of  the  examination  was  notified  on 
the  10th  May,  and  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers on  the  12th  May.  The  first  inti- 
mation that  the  date  would  debar 
University  candidates  reached  the  War 
Office  on  the  1 1th  July,  when  it  was  too 
late  to  alter  the  arrangements. 

BARRACKS,  NEW  AND  OLD. 
Sir  J.  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth)  : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  will  cause  a  map  of 
the  United  Kingdom  to  be  placed  in  the 
Tea  Room  for  the  information  of  Members, 
distinguishing  by  coloured  dashes  and 
combination  of  coloured  dashes  sites  of 
barracks  in  existence  in  1871  ;  sites  where 
barracks  were  altered  or  built  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Localisation  Act,  1872  ; 
sites  where  barracks  were  altered,  or  built, 
or  are.  in  process  of  building,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Barrack  Act,  1897  ; 
sites  where  barracks  were  altered,  built, 
or  are  in  process  of  building,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Barrack  Act,  1 890  ;  sites 
where  barracks  are  to  be  altered  or  built 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Military 
Works  Bill ;  and  enclosing  in  a  black 
circle  those  sites  disused,  and  the  date  of 
their  disuse,  since  1871. 

*Mr.  wyndham  :  I  cannot  promise 
a  map  exhibiting  all  the  information  asked 

for  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member,  hut 
I  will  have  one  prepared  giving  as  much 
detail  as  can  be  collected  without  undue 
delay. 

Sir.  J.  COLOMB :  Will  it  be  in  the 
Library  before  '  the  Committee  Stage  of 
the  Works  Bill  is  reached  *i 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  That  will  depend 
on  the  arrangement  of  the  business  of 
the  House.  I  hope  to  get  it  done  within 
the  week. 

NAVAL  OFFICERS  IN  WOOLWICH 
ARSENAL. 

Lord  CHAKLES  BERESFORD:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
in  view  of  the  official  statement  that  the 
work  in  Woolwich  Arsenal  would  be  car- 
ried out  jointly  by  naval  and  militaiy 
officers,  will  he  state  how  many  na^-al 
officers  are  now  employed  in  the  Arsenal, 
and  whether  any  of  them  are  under 
notice  to  leave ;  if  so,  how  many,  and  how 
many  naval  officers  will  remain ;  al8<^ 
how  many  inspecting  officers  there  are, 
and  how  many  are  naval  men;  and. 
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whether,  m  view  of  the  experience  of 
naval  officers  hi  ^uns  and  gun  mountmg, 
and  their  specud  knowlwlge  of  naval 
requirements,  he  will  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  employing  as  many  naval 
officers  as  military  oificers  in  the 
Arsenal. 

•Mr.  \VYNDHAM :  Two  naval  officers 
were  formerly  employed  in  the  Arsenal. 

The  posts  held  by  them  have  been 
abolished,  and  a  fresh  post  will  be 
created,  which  will  always  oe  filled  by  a 
naval  officer.  Only  three  naval  officers 
have  qualified  for  the  Inspection  Staff, 
and  they  are  all  now  employed  a^  in- 
spectors, one  of  them  at  Woolwich.  It  is 
not  easy  to  find  highly  qualified  naval 
officers  willing  to  give  up  the  sea  service 
necessary  to  Mlvancement  in  order  to  take 
an  appointment  on  shore.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  have  not  failed  to  confer  with 
reference  to  the  employment  of  naval 
officers  in  the  Arsenal. 

Sir  J.  COLOMB:  Does  "naval 
officers "  include  officers  of  the  Boj^ 
Marine  Artillery  1 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  are,  as  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Meml>er  knows,  some 
officers  of  the  Royal  Marine  Artillery 
employed,  but  the  figures  I  have  given  I 
think  refer  only  to  officers  of  the  Koyal 
Xavy. 

CASTEEN  AND  MESS  CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Financial  Secretiu^y  to  the  War  Office, 
in  reference  to  the  contract  for  groceries, 
provisions,  &c.,  in  Cork  Military  District, 
whether  he  has  seen  a  list  of  the  prices 
for  articles  largely  in  consumption  at 
which  a  local  firm  and  the  Canteen  and 
Mess  Co-operative  Society  respectively 
tendered  to  supply ;  whether  he  will  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  why  the  contract 
for  groups  2  and  4,  groceries,  provisions, 
«tc.,  was  placed  with  the  Canteen  and 
Mess  Go-operative  Society  at  prices  higher 
than  tendered  for  by  a  local  contractor 
who  had  previously  satisfactorily  supplied 
the  Cork  District  for  many  years ;  and 
can  he  state  whether  the  General  Officer 
at  present  commanding  the  Cork  District 
is  bound  by  the  promise  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  in  April,  1895,  to  the 
effect  that  the  Department  was  moving  in 
the  direction  of  procuring  good  articles  at 


a  moderate  price  in  the  district  itself; 
and,  if  so,  will  the  attention  of  the  Gene- 
ral  Officer  commanding  be  called  to  the 
declaration  of  general  policy  in  regard  to 
contracts  for  military  supplies. 

♦The  financial  SECRETARY  TO 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  In  answer 
to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  question,  I 
have  to  say  that  I  have  seen  an  incom- 
plete list  of  prices  furnished  to  me  by  the 
hon.  Member.  Comparison  of  articles  by 
price  list  irrespective  of  quality  is  no 
guarantee  of  value ;  the  contract  for 
groups  2  and  4  was  placed  with  the  Co- 
operative Society  on  account  of  the  better 
value  ofi'ered  to  the  soldier.  I  find  on 
inquiry  that  the  board  which  selected 
this  society  for  groups  2  and  4  also 
selected  local  firms  for  other  groups,  and 
there  seems  no  reason  M'hy  their  judg- 
ment should  have  erred  in  one  case  aitd 
not  in  the  other.  In  antiwor  to  the  third 
paragraph,  the  General  Officer  command- 
ing, Cork,  favours  the  placing  of  canteen 
contracts  locally,  provided  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  soldier  do  not  suffer  thereby. 

Captain  DONELAX  (Cork,  E.) :  Is 
the  hon.  Gentleman  a^vare  that  on  the 
occasion  referred  to  in  the  question  the 
late  Secretary  for  War  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  sounder  system  was  to 
permit  canteen  committees  to  exercise 
their  own  discretion  in  these  matters  1 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL  WILLAMS  :  That 
is  precisely  what  they  do  do. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  War  Office  is  be 
aware  that  5lajor  liawnsley,  who  has 
recently  been  appointed  Inspector  of 
Canteen  Supplies  in  Cork  Military  Dis- 
trict, was  connected  with  the  board  of 
the  Canteen  and  Mess  Co-operative 
Society  in  1896 :  and  whether  it  is  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Service 
that  a  trading  society  so  closely  connected 
with  officers  on  active  service  should 
compete  with  ordinary  traders  in  the 
contracts  for  military  supplies,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  these  officers  are  concerned 
in  the  approval  or  rejection  of  tenders. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL  WILLIAMS  :  It  is 
a  part  of  the  duty  of  Major  Rawnsley,  as 
an  officer  of  the  Army  Service  Corps,  ti 
assist  in  inspecting  canteen  supplies  ;  but 
the  canteen  management  of  each  district 
is  subject  to  the  periodical  independent 
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infections  of  tlie  Deputy  Assistant 
Adjutant-Generals  for  Supply  Inspection, 
neither  of  whom  are  interested  in  the 
Canteen  and  Mess  Co-operative  Society. 
The  second  paragraph  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question  dob  ahvady  been 
answered. 

BED  SEA  TELEGRAPH  COIdPANY. 

SlK  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
what  is  the  sum  in  rupees  payable  this 

J'ear  from  the  revenue  of  India  to  the 
ate  Red  Sea  Telegraph  Company ;  how 
much  has  been  contributed  from  the 
reveiniea  of  India  to  that  company  since 
1865,  when  its  cable  was  lost ;  on  what 
groimd  has  this  contribution  been  made  ; 
and  can  any  plan  of  commutation  or 
compromise  be  arranged  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  late  company  for  the 
relief  of  the  Indian  revenue  from  this 
charge. 

The  UNDEK  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  TOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford):  My 
right  hon.  fiiend  has  asked  me  to  answer 
the  question  addressed  to  him  to-day. 
The  reply  to  this  question  is  as  follows  : 
In  round  figures  the  payment  this  year 
on  account  of  Bed  Sea  aiid  Indian  Tele- 
graphs is  estimated  at  274,000  rupees ; 
the  exact  payment  will  be  £18,027. 
The  payments  since  the  1st  of  April,  1865, 
have  been  £18,027  for  thirty -four  years 
(excluding  the  current  year),  amounting 
to  £512,918.  The  contribution  is  made 
to  Her  Majesty's  Exchequer  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Red  Sea  and  India  Tele- 
graph Company  Act  of  1862  (25  and 
26  Vict.,  c.  39,  sec.  7).  The  last  pay- 
ment will  be  made  on  the  4th  of  August, 
1908. 

CALCUTTA  MUNICIPAL  BILL. 

Mb.  J.  H.  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  will  state 
whether  any  recommendations  have  been 
made  by  the  Viceroy  to  the  Legislative 
Council  of  Bengal  in  regard  to  the  com- 
position of  the  corporation  and  of  the 

feneral  committee  under  the  Calcutta 
lunicipal  Bill  at  present  under  considera- 
tion ;  and)  if  so,  whether  he  is  in  a 
position  to  state  thoir  nature. 

Mb.  brodrick  (for  Lord  G. 
Hamilton^:  The  Government  of  India, 
after  receiving  the  Calcutta  Municipal 


Bill  as  amended  by  the  Select  Committee 
of  the  Local  Legislative,  is  consulting  the 
Ben^l  Government  as  to  the  attitude  of 
the  Government  on  the  further  stage  of 
the  Bill  At  the  present  time,  while 
discussion  between  the  two  Governments 
is  proceeding,  it  would  not  be  convenient 
for  me  to  make  any  statement  regarding, 
the  views  of  the  Government  of  India  on 
the  subject. 

PRINCE  RANJITSINGJI. 
The  following  question  appeared  odi 

the  Paper : — 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING  (Hull,  Central):. 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  in  September,  1878,  Kumar 
Shri  Ranjitsingji  Vibhaji,  commonly 
known  as  Prince  Ranjitsingji,  was  for- 
merly raised  by  his  adoptive  father,  the 
late  Jam  Saheb  of  Nowanagar,  to  be  the 
heir  and  successor  of  His  Highness  to 
the  Gadi  of  Nowana^r,  in  accordance 
with  Rajput  custom,  with  the  sanction 
and  approval  of  the  Indian  Grovemment,, 
subject  to  the  condition  that  nothing 
should  be  allowed  to  disturb  his  settled 
status  and  succession  except  the  birth  of 
a  son  born  to  Jam  Saheb  by  one  of  his 
Rajput  wives,  wedded  to  him  by  such 
nuptial  ties  as  alone  were  sanctioned 
amongst  Rajputs  by  law,  custom,  and 
religion,  and  were  then  entitled  to  the 
rank,  dignity,  and  appellation  of  a  Rani 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  late  Jam 
Saheb  had  thirteen  legitimate  Bani 
wives  and  five  Mohammedan  concu- 
bines, four  of  whom  were  sisters, 
and  that  none  of  the  Rani  wives 
bore  him  a  son  who  sun'ived 
will  he  explain  why  in  1885,  notwith- 
standing the  above  arrangement,  the 
Indian  Government,  without  any  previous 
notice  to  Prince  Ranjitsingji  or  his 
natural  father,  and  without  public  and 
legal  inquiry  into  the  foots,,  decided  to 
allow  the  Jam  Saheb  to  set  aside  Prince 
Ranjitsingji  as  heir  to  the  Gadi  in  favour 
of  Jaavantsingji,  the  son  of  one  of  the 
aforesaid  Mohammedan  concubines,  who 
was  not  a  Rani,  and  whose  son,  even  if 
burn  to  the  Jam  Saheb,  was  excluded 
from  the  succession  by  the  instrument  to 
which  the  Government  was  a  party,  under 
which  Prince  Ranjitsingji's  adoption  and 
heii-ship  could  only  be  nullifi^  bv  the 
birth  of  a  legitimate  son  to  a  ^Ram  ; 
whether,  in  spite  of  repeated  applications. 
Prince  Eanjitaingji  has- not  been  informed 
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•by  the  Indian  Government  of  the  grounds 
on  which  the  Gadi  was  taken  from  him, 
and  has  been  refused  any  inquiiy  into  his 
rights ;  and  vhether  he  will  order  that  a 
■oonunission  of  inquiry  shall  issue  as  to 
iAxe  legal  rights  of  Pnnce  Ranjitaingji  in 
the  circumstances,  under  Bajput  law  and 
■custom,  and  the  engagement  of  the 
Indian  Goremment. 

The  Question  was  not  asked,  the  hon. 
Member  in  whose  name  it  stood  having 
postponed  it  at  the  request  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India. 

Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff)  :  I 
desire  to  ask  you.  Sir,  whether  it  is  in 
•<»rder  for  an  hon.  Member  of  this  House 
to  suggest^  as  is  done  in  this  question, 
that  a  native  I^ce  who  has  been  duly 
recognised  by  the  Government  of  India 
may  not  be  the  son  of  his  supposed 
-father,  and  that  his  mother  was  one  of  a 
&mily  of  four  sisters,  who  were  all  con- 
•cubines  of  the  late  Rajah  1 

Mr.   speaker  :    The  question,  I 
^understand,  is  not  asked  at  present.  The 
hon.  Member  had  better  wait  until  it  is 
.asked. 

Sir  H.  H.  FOWT.ER  (Wolverhampton, 
R)  :  May  I  call  your  attention  to  the 
■question,  Sir,  and  ask  you  whether  it  is 
in  order  to  put  into  a  question  a  great 
many  disputed  queations  as  statements  of 
fact?  It  is  a  very  serious  mode  of 
making  accusations  both  against  the 
'Gkivemment  of  India  and  certain  native 
Princes  which,  I  think,  when  the  Question 
-comes  to  be  answered,  will  be  found  to 
■be  without  basis  in  fact. 

Mr.  speaker  :  My  attention  has 
not  been  particularly  cailed  to  the  exact 
framing  of  the  question,  but  I  will  look 
^t  it  carefully  ;  and  if  I  think  it  is  irre- 
.^;ular  I  will  take  care  that  it  is  put  down 
in  an  amended  shape  or  not  at  all. 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  PLAGUE. 
Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Hkeston)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
:the  attention  of  the  Government  has  been 
directed  to  the  danger  of  the  advance  of 
plague  by  way  of  Persia,  and  Turkey  into 
£urope  ;  and  whether  they  are  taking,  or 
will  take,  steps  to  obtain  the  co-operation 
-of  the  Great  Powers  in  inducing  the 
^Tovemmenta  of  Persia  and  Turkey  to 


take  effectual  measures  for  checking  the 
advuice  of  plague  in  those  countries. 

•Mr.  BRODRICK:  Her  Majesty's 
Government  believe  that  the  principles  of 
the  Venice  (Plague)  Convention  of  1897 
are  sufficient  to  protect  any  country 
adopting  them  from  the  danger  of  an 
invasion  of  plague.  That  Convention  ia 
based  on  the  principle  that  a  country 
should  place  its  sanitaiy  organisation  in 
such  a  condition  that  it  can  easily  deal 
with  any  case  of  plague  that  may  be 
imported  into  or  oe  detected  in  its 
territorv.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  be  very  glad  to  the  Govern- 
ments of  Persia  and  Turkey  place  their 
sanitary  organisation  in  a  condition  that 
would  enable  them  to  adopt  the  Conven- 
tion and  carry  out  its  provisions,  and 
have,  in  concert  with  the  other  Signatory 
Powers,  taken  steps  to  make  their  views 
known  to  the  Governments  in  question. 

TKANSVAAL  AFFAIRS. 
Mr.  LAMBERT  ^Devonshire,  South 
Molton):  Ibe^toasktheSecretaiyofState 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  could,  con- 
sistently with  the  public  interest,  now 
state  the  number  of  Uithinders  in  the 
South  African  Republic  that  would  within 
a  reasonable  time  receive  the  franchise 
for  the  first  Volkaraad  ;  and  how  many 
seats  they  would  be  able  to  command 
under  the  latest  proposals  of  President 
Eruger. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  do  not  know  what 
the  hon.  Member  means  by  a  reasonable 
time,  but  Sir  A.  Milner  considers  that 
under  President  Kruger's  scheme  the 
number  enfranchised  would  be  consider- 
ably less  than  half  of  those  who  might 
come  in  under  Sir.  A.  Mihier's.  As 
regards  the  second  question.  Sir  A. 
Milner  says  it  is  uncertain  whether  they 
would  be  able  to  command  any  of  tbe 
four  seats,  although  it  cannot  be  positively 
affirmed  that  they  would  not. 

Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN :  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  if  that  is  President 
Kruger's  own  version  of  the  law,  'as  he  is 
now  in  communication  with  him  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  done  me  the  honour  of 
listening  to  my  reply,  he  would  have 
heard  that  I  had  stated  it  on  Sir  Alfred 
Milner's  authority. 
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Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin): 
Ib  my  right  hon.  friend  able  to  say  within 
what  time  the  half  would  come  on. 
Would  it  be  immediately  1 

Mil.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  assume 
that  it  means  immediately.  There  would 
immediately  be  something  considerably 
less  than  one-half  of  the  number  that 
would  come  on  under  Sir  Alfred  Milner's 
scheme.  But  whatever  number  comes 
onj  in  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  opinion  it  is 
not  certain  they  would  gain  a  seat. 

Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  how  soon  half 
of  the  people  of  India  will  be  admitted  to 
the  franchise  1 

(No  answer  was  given  to  the  question). 

Sir  "\MLFEID  LAAVSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  three  batteries  of  artillery 
stated  by  him  to  be  under  orders  for 
South  Africa  are  reliefs  or  reinforce- 
ments. 

Mr.  WYNBHAM  :  They  are  sent  as 
reliefs ;  but  if  drctuustances  should  require 
such  a  step,  the  batteries  now  in  South 
Africa  might  be  retained,  and  the  reliefs 
in  that  case  would  become  reinforcements. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Co1  onies  whether  there  is  any  foundation 
for  the  statement  in  the  Cape  Times  that 
Sir  Alfred  Milner's  despatch  of  4th  May 
was  not  intended  for  immediate  publica- 
tion. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  No,  Sir. 

SOUTH  AMERICAN   LIVE  STOCK 
TRADE. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick's) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether  he  can  state  how 
many  vessels  in  the  South  American  live 
stock  trade  wore  blacklisted ;  and  how 
many  of  those  have  been  released^  and 
for  what  reason. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liverpool, 
West  Derby) :  I  have  nothing  to  add 

to  the  answer  I  gave  the  hon.  Member  on 
the  7tb  inst.  with  regard  to  this  question, 
which  reappears  on  the  Paper  in  the  same 
form  later  on. 


THE   DOG   MUZZLING  ORDER  ITT 
YORKSHIRE. 

Colonel  GUNTER  :  (York,  W.R., 
Barkston  Ash) :  I  beg  to  aak  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agricultiuv  if 
he  is  now  in  a  position  to  say  when  the 
muzzling  order  will  be  taken  off  the  agri- 
cultural parts  of  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire. 

Mr.  long  :  I  am  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  make  any  definite  announcement  on 
this  subject,  but  I  recognise  the  patience 
and  co-operation  which  has  been  extended, 
to  me  in  the  performance  of  a  difficult 
duty,  and  I  hope  it  may  not  be  lon^  be- 
fore I  am  able  to  give  effect  to  the  wishes 
of  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  and  his 
colleagues  in  this  matter.  In  the  case  of 
the  West  Riding  the  only  obstacle  is  my 
desire  to  complete  the  arrangements 
necessary  for  preventing  the  re-introduc- 
tion of  the  disease. 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  B1LL„ 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  if 
he  will  state  the  amounts  which  will  be 
deducted  from  the  sums  payable  to  the 
CJounties  of  Devonshire,  Exeter,  Plymouth, 
and  Devonport,  respectively,  out  of  the 
Local  Taxation  Grant  under  the  Tithe 
Rent-charge  (Rates)  Bill. 

Mr.  long  :  The  share  of  the  counties 

and  county  boroughs  named  in  a  sum  of 
£87,000  distributed  in  the  proportion  of 
what  are  known  as  the  "discontinued 
grants"  would  amount  to  £1,297,  £123,. 
£183,  and  £100,  respectively. 

Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether  the 
Sheffield  City  Council  are  correct  in  esti- 
mating that  the  effect  of  the  Tithe  Rent- 
chai^  (Rates)  Bill  -vnUi  be  to  diminish 
the  amount  receivable  by  Sheffield  in  aid 
of  the  rates  to  the  extent  of  about  £700 
per  annum,  none  of  which  will,  under  the 
Bill,  be  receivable  by  Sheffield  clergy. 

Mr.  long  :  The  share  of  Sheffield  in 
a  sum  of  £87,000  distributed  on  the  basis 
of  the  "  discontinued  grants  "  is  £686.  I 
cannot  say  definitely  what  operation  the 
Bill  would  have  so  far  as  the  incumbents 
of  benefices  within  the  borough  are  con- 
cerned, but  my  impression  is  that  in  the 
case  of  one  of  the  townships  some  little 
relief  will  be  given.  In  most  of  the 
others  land  appears  to  have  Ijeen  allotted 
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in  lieu  of  tithes  prior  to  1836  ;  but 
whether  the  land  is  rateable,  and  if  so, 
on  what  basis,  I  have  no  means  of 
knowing. 

IRISH  CUSTOMS  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  a  uniform  is  issued  to, 
and  must  be  worn  on  duty  by  Customs 
Officers  in  Ireland ;  what  is  the  first  cost 
of  the  uniform  for  each  grade  of  officer 
to  the  State;  and  what  is  the  amount 


CASE  OF  MARY  ANSELL. 
Mr.  DALZIEL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment a  question  of  Avhich  I  have  given 
him  private  notice ;  whether,  vnih  ref- 
erence to  the  decision  arrived  at  in  re- 
gard to  the  case  of  Mary  Anaell,  con- 
sideration was  given  to  the  fact  that  her 
two  sisters  are  insane  ;  that  all  her 
mother's  sisters  died  in  asylums;  that 
Dr.  Forbes  Winslow,  the  eminent 
specialist,  has  pronounced  as  his  em- 
pliatic  opinion  tlmt  the  prisoner  was  not 
responsible  for  her  actions  ;  and,  further, 
on  ' 


which  the  officer  of  each  grade  is  obliged  1  ^^^^  evidence  on  the  question  of  in- 
to pay  for  the  uniform.  I  beg  further  to  |  g^j^j^y  ^yg^  produced  at  the  trial ;  and 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  i  ^.jjether  he  has  any  objection  to  the 
whether  the  Government  supply  uniforms  puijiication  of  the  Report  of  the  two 
to  Customs  Officers  in  Ireland ;  what  is  g^perts  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
the  price  paid  per  uniform  by  the  State  ;  i  *^ 
and  what  is  the  price  charged  for  the  \ 
uniform  to  each  officer.  I 


case. 


The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  Uniform  must  be  worn  by  Customs 
Officers  when  on  duty.  There  is  no  charge 
by  the  State  to  Customs  Officers  of  any 
rank  for  their  uniform.  Some  of  the 
lower  grades  of  officers  are  supplied  ^rith 
uniforms  at  the  public  e^iense.  Other 
Customs  Officers  procure  their  uniforms  at 
their  own  expense.  In  the  latter  case,  I 
have  no  means  of  knowing  the  amounts 
paid  by  individual  officers. 

BURIAL  LAWS. 

Mr.  CAR"VT:LL  -WILLIAMS  (Notting- 
hamshire, Mansfield)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
naent  whether,  in  view  of  legislation  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Burial  Laws,  he 
will  refrain  from  compelling  burial 
authorities  who  have  to  provide 
additional  unconsecrated  groimd  in 
cemeteries  to  also  provide  additional 
consecrated  ground,  although  it  is  not  at 
the  present  time  required. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 

THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
While  the  law  as  to  the  consecration  of 
burial  grounds  stands  I  must,  of  course, 
enforce  it ;  but  it  is  quite  consistent  with 
the  practice  of  the  Home  Office  in  doing 
so  that  where  sufficient  consecrated  ground 
exists  for  present  uses  the  consecration  of 
a  poi-tion  of  any  additional  ground  should 
be  postponed. 


Sir  SL  WHITE  RIDLEY :  Following 
the  course  which  has  always  been  adopted 
by  my  predecessors,  I  must  decline  to  lay 
before  the  House  a  Report  made  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  me  in  giving  advice 
to  Her  Majesty,  for  which  lalone  am  re- 
sponsible. I  may,  however,  state  that  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  including 
the  family  history  of  the  convict,  weremost 
anxiously  considered  by  me  as  well  as  by 
those  who  assisted  me.  The  opinion  of 
Dr.  Forbes  Winslow— who  was,  however, 
not  consulted  by  me — was  also  before  me 
and  was  fully  considered. 

THE  COTTAGE  HOMES  BILL. 
SiRCHARLF^DILKE(Gloueestershire, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  will  bring  to  the  knowledge  of 
boards  of  guardians  by  circular  the  por- 
tions of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Cottage  Homes 
Bill  which  can  be  carried  out  under  the 
existing  law ;  and  whnt  portions  of  the 
Report  would  need  legislation. 

The  PRf:SIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chap- 
lin, Lincohishire,  Sleaford) :  The  Report 
of  the  Select  Committee  referred  to  was 
only  delivered  a  few  days  since,  and  Uie 
evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  has  not 
yet  been  issued.  I  am  considering  the 
Report,  but  I  am  not  at  present  in  a 
position  to  say  what  course  should  be 
adopted  with  regard  to  it.  Legislation 
would  apparently  be  required  to  give 
eflFect  to  some  at  least  of  the  recommend- 
ations, but  the  question  of  legislation  is 
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not  urgent,  for  in  any  case  it  could  not 
be  attempted  this  snsion. 

MARYLEBONE  INFIRMARY, 
Mr.  flower  (Bradford,  W.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  has  sanc- 
tioned the  Maiyiebone  Board  of  Guard- 
ians' expenditure  of  £12,000  on  a  new 
infirmary,  probation  wards,  and  receiving 
house  At  their  schools  at  Southall ;  and  n 
he  will  state  what  is  to  be  done  with  the 
old  infirmary,  probation  ward,  and  receiv- 
ing house. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  The  answer  to  the 
first  puagraph  of  the  question  is  in  the 
affirmative.  The  expenditure  will  include 
the  conversion  of  the  present  infirmary 
into  class  rooms.  There  is  at  present  no 
iax>bationaiyward  or  receiving  house  at 
SouthalL  There  will  be  no  addition  to 
the  number  of  children  certified  for  the 
school. 

TREATMENT  OF  PAUPER  CHILDREN. 

Mr.  FLOWER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
if  he  will  grant  a  Return  of  the  number 
of  ehildren  who  are  in  infirmaries,  work- 
houses, schools,  scattered  homes,  certified 
homes,  or  are  boarded  out;  of  the  num- 
ber of  such  children  who  are  under  the 
eare  of  each  inspector,  with  the  areas 
in  which  the  inspection  is  arranged. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  The  ^iculars  which 
my  hon.  friend  asks  for  in  the  first  part 
of  his  question  will  be  found  in  the  half- 
yearly  Returns  of  pauperism  which  are 
presented  to  Parliament  of  the  number  of 
children  maintained  by  the  guardians. 
The  latest  of  these  Returns  was  ordered 
on  the  8th  March  and  issued  in  May, 
1899,  and  I  would  draw  the  attention  of 
my  hon.  friend  to  the  figures  in  this  Re- 
turn. With  regard  to  the  second  part  of 
the  question,  these  children  are  inspected 
by  a  variety  of  different  inspectors, 
according  to  the  class  to  which  they  be- 
long. I  am  not  quite  clear  whether  my 
hon.  friend  refers  to  all  or  to  some  of 
these  inspectors,  nor  would  it  be  easy  in 
any  case  to  give  the  information  on  these 
points. 

SUTTON  SCHOOLS. 
Mr.  TREVELYAN  (York,  W.  R., 
Elland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Crovernment  Boaid  whether 
the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  have 
purchased  the  Sutton  Schools  at  a  price 


of  £203,000,  and  propose  to  transfer 
the  improvable  children  from  Darenth 
Asylum  to  the  boys'  and  infants'  blocks  ; 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  assented  to  this  e}q)enditure  for  this 
purpose  ;  how  many  children  these  blocks 
will  accommodate ;  and  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  are  advised  that  the 
strong  recommendations  of  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  on  Defective  and 
Epileptic  Children,  that  no  more  than 
twenty  children  should  be  accommodated 
in  one  home,  can  safely  be  neglected  in 
this  case ;  if  not,  whether  he  proposes  to 
take  any  steps  to  see  that  the  reconmien- 
dations  are  not  neglected. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  The  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board  have  agreed  to  purchase 
the  property  referred  to,  and  the  necessary 
Order  will  shortly  be  issued  hy  the  Local 
Government  Board.  It  is  beUered  that 
the  Asylums  Board  contemplate  using 
the  infants'  block  for  the  reception  of  im- 
provable imbecile  children ;  but  the  scheme 
has  not  yet  been  formally  submitted  to 
the  Local  Government  Board.  The  exact 
accommodation  in  the  blocks  in  question 
cannot  yet  be  stated,  but  the  Committee 
of  the  Asylums  Bou^,  who  visited  them, 
estunated  that  the  infants'  block  would 
accommodate  250,  and  the  boys'  block 
450  imbeciles.  The  Local  Government 
Board  are  advised  that  the  premises  can 
be  rendered  suitable  for  the  proposed 
purpose,  but  the  details  have  not  yet 
been  settled.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  children  at  Darenth  are  certified 
imbeciles,  and  are  not  defective  children 
of  the  kind  to  which  the  Report  of  the 
Departmental  Ck>mmittee  mentioned  in 
the  question  related. 

LONDON  SCHOOL  BOARD  EXPENDI- 
TURE. 

Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Hertfoid- 
shirc^  Hertford) :  I  be^  to  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  whether,  in  view  of  the  auditor 
of  the  London  School  Board  having  disal- 
lowed important  items  of  expenditiu'e  in 
connection  with  science  and  art  classes 
under  the  Board,  the  Education  Depart- 
ment will  take  steps  to  prevent  the  Bowl 
from  continuing  to  incur  this  iU^al  ex- 
penditure for  the  new  school  year,  oegin- 
nin^  next  September,  in  defiance  of  the 
auditor's  decision;  whether  continued 
illegal  action  by  the  Board  renders  it  liable 
to  be  declared  in  default ;  and  what  steps 
will  the  Department  take. 
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The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the  COM- 
MITTEE OF  COUNCIL  ON  EDUCATION 
^ir  J.  GORBT,  Cambridge  University) :  The 
Committee  of  Council  nave  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  London  or  any  other 
School  Board  will  deliberately  break  the 
law.  But  it  is  not  their  duty  to  super- 
vise the  expenditure  by  School  Boards  of 
the  school  rate,  and  they  are  advised  that 
•anillegal  application  of  such  ratewould  not 
Justify  them  in  declaring  a  School  Board 
in  default. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  Is  my  right  hon.  friend  aware 
that  the  School  Board  referred  to  has, 
-within  his  own  knowledge,  specifically 
broken  the  law  t 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  It  is  not  within  my 
official  knowledge.  I  have  seen  in  the 
ordinary  channels  of  information  that  the 
■auditor  has  surcharged  certain  items,  but 
I  am  also  inform^,  through  the  same 
channels,  that  the  London  School  Board 
has  appealed  against  the  decision. 

SECRETARY  FOR  SECONDARY 
EDUCATION. 

Mr.  JEBB  (Cambridge  Universitv) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Tice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  the  appointment  recently  an- 
nounced of  a  Principal  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  the  Science  and  Art  Department, 
and  a  Principal  Assistant  Secretaiy  of 
the  Education  Department,  is  to  be 
understood  as  indicating  that  it  is  con- 
templated to  organise  the  Education 
Office  in  two  principal  deputments  only — 
one  for  elementary  and  the  other  for 
technical  education^  secondary  education 
proper  being  treateid  as  subsidiary  to,  or 
included  in  the  latter;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  willingness  to  accept 
inspection  which  has  been  intimated  by 
the  authorities  of  many  public  secondary 
schools  rested  on  the  belief,  created  by 
the  speeches  of  the  Lord  President  of 
the  Council  on  1st  August,  1898,  and 
2nd  May,  1899,  that  in  the  re-organised 
Education  Office  there  would  be  a  depart- 
ment for  secondary  education  proper, 
separate  from  that  for  technical  education, 
or  including  the  latter  as  a  sub-division ; 
And  whether  he  can  give  an  assurance 
that,  in  any  re-constitution  of  the  Educa- 
tion Office  which  may  follow  the  passing 
of  the  Board  of  Education  Bill,  secondary 
education  shall  be  represented  by  a  secre- 
tary distinct  from,  and  not  subordinate 


to,  those  who  have  charge  of  elementary 
and  technical  education  respectively. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  bee  at 
the  same  time  to  ask  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether,  with  a  view  to  allaying  certain 
apprehennons  entertained  by  teachers  in 
the  higher  secondary  schools,  be  will 
state,  either  now  or  when  the  Board  of 
Education  Bill  comes  again  before  the 
House,  the  administrative  arrangements 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  con- 
template for  enabling  the  proposed  Board 
of  Education  to  discharge  the  new  duties 
proposed  to  be  entrusted  to  it  with  regard 
to  secondary  and  technical  education,  so 
far  as  any  conclusions  regarding  those 
arrangements  have  yet  been  reached. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  Committee  of 
Council  are  of  opinion  that  the  work  of 
the  Board  of  Education  in  relation  to 
secondary  education  will  differ  widely  in 
character  and  extent  from  that  which 
relates  to  elementary  education  and 
science  and  art  teaching.  The  division 
of  the  Board  charged  with  secondary 
education  proper  cannot  be  completely 
organised  till  some  experience  has  been 
obtained  of  the  extent  and  character  of 
the  work.  But  it  is  not  intended  to 
entrust  this  work  to  either  of  the  existing 
Departments,  but  to  a  third  official,  whose 
responsibility  to  the  principal  secretary 
will  be  distinct  from  and  equal  to  that  of 
the  two  existing  assistant  secretaries. 
Instructions  to  that  effect  will  be  given 
to  the  Departmentfd  Committee  which 
will  consider  the  organisation  of  the 
Department. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  Is  it  intended  that  this 
Departmental  Committee  shall  b^n  to 
consider  this  question  as  soon  as  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House  has  passed  1 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
answer  that  question  without  notice. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Epping) :  Will  a  representative  of  second- 
ary education  be  placed  on  this  Depart- 
mental  Committee  t 

Sir  J.  GORST :  I  am  afraid  I  must 
also  have  notice  of  that  question. 

ORKNEY  SHERIFF  CLERK. 

Sir  LEONARD  LYELL  (Orkney  and 
Shetlands) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  he  can  state  the  condi- 
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tions  on  which  the  Sheriff  Clerk  for  Orkney 
was  appointed,  and  particularly  whether 
these  terms  precluded  him  from  acting  as 
factor  for  local  proprietors. 

*The  lord  advocate  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  :  The 
commission  of  the  Sheriff  Clerk  of  Orkney, 
who  was  appointed  in  1893,  is  in  the  same 
terms  as  that  of  his  predecessor.  I  have 
no  information  as  to  what  duties  the 
Sheriff  Clerk  is  able  to  perform  for  local 
proprietors,  but  he  is  not  precluded  from 
undertaking  them  by  the  terms  of  his 
commission. 

CABLE  COMMUNICATION  WITH 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster-General,  whether  he  can  state 
how  much  money  has  been  spent  upon 
laying  cables  between  England  and  Ire- 
huid,  and  w^hat  has  been  the  financial 
result  to  the  Government ;  whether  com- 
plaints have  been  received  regarding 
insufficient  means  of  telegraphic  com- 
munication ;  and  whether  he  will  increase 
the  number  of  wires  to  meet  public 
convenience. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hahbury, 
Preston) :  I  cannot  state  how  much 
money  has  been  spent  upon  laying  cables 
between  England  and  Irelard,  or  what 
has  been  the  financial  result.  Some  of 
the  cables  were  laid  by  the  old  telegraph 
companies,  and  the  price  paid  for  them 
by  the  State  cannot  be  distineuised  in 
the  purchase-money  of  the  undertakings 
of  the  companies.  There  has  been  little 
complaint  recently  regarding  insufficient 
means  of  communication,  as  an  additional 
cable  containing  four  wires  has  been  laid 
and  brought  into  use  this  year.  So  far 
as  the  requirements  of  the  public  are  con- 
cerned, there  appears  to  be  no  necessity 
to  further  increase  the  number  of  wires. 

DUBLIN  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster-General,  if 
he  is  aware  that  "  learners  "  employed  at 
a  salary  of  6s.  per  week  in  the  Dublin 
Post  Office  have  been  compelled  to  per- 
form despatching  duties  similar  to  those 
performed  by  officers  in  receipt  of  salaries 
of  from  20s.  per  week  upwards ;  if,  on 
protesting  against  performing  such  duties, 


they  were  informed  by  a  paper  from  the 
Controller  of  the  Sorting  Office,  Dublin, 
that  if  they  did  not  wi^  to  do  these 
duties  they  could  go  and  seek  work  else- 
where ;  and  if  arrangements  will  be  made 
to  allow  the  officers  in  question  to  per- 
form none  but  learning  duties  until  they 
are  paid  a  higher  wage  than  6s.  per  week, 
i.e..,  when  they  are  placed  on  the  estab- 
lished list  and  receive  the  initial  salary  of 
128.  per  week. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  learners  to 
whom  the  hon,  Meml>er  refeis  perform 
half  a  day's  work  in  the  Dublin  Sorting 
Office  on  the  minor  despatching  duties 
as  part  of  their  training,  and  for  this  they 
receive  6s.  a  week,  or  half  the  minimum 
pay  of  the  established  class  for  a  full  day's 
work.  During  the  remaining  four  hours 
of  the  day's  attendance  they  are  employed 
in  learning  telegraphy  and  other  postal 
duties.  It  would  not,  of  course,  be 
possible  to  certify  that  the  learners  are  fit 
for  permanent  employment  until  they 
have  had  practical  experience  of  the  work, 
and  the  Postmastei"  -  General  sees  no 
reason  for  altering  the  arrangement,  which 
is  obviously  in  their  own  interests. 
Certain  of  the  Dublin  learnei's  appear  to 
have  objected  to  this  arrangement,  and 
they  were  properly  informed  that,  if  they 
were  not  prepared  to  comply  with  the 
regulations  of  the  office,  it  would  be 
better  for  them  to  seek  other  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secietary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  PostmasterrGeneral,  if 
he  is  aware  that,  owing  to  insufficiency  of 
staff  on  evening  duty  in  the  Dublin  Sort- 
ing Office,  despatching  officers  are  not 
allowed  sufficient  time  to  do  their  duties 
carefully,  and  therefore  the  missending  of 
I  correspondence  to  the  inconvenience  of 
I  the  public  is  inevitable  ;  and  that  the  said 
despatching  officers  are  punished  month 
after  month  by  being  compelled  to  do 
extra  duty  without  paj-ment  owing  to 
this  system ;  and  whether  a  number  of 
officers  have  lieen  called  upon  for  explana- 
tions to  know  why  their  annual  salary 
increments  should  not  bo  arrested  for  mis- 
sending  irregularities  which  occurred 
under  such  conditions,  and  if  he  will 
order  the  withdrawal  of  those  explana- 
tions, and  ha\'e  arrangements  made  by 
which  the  officers  are  allowed  sufficient 
time  for  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
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Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  staflF  employed 
on  the  evening  diit}'  in  the  Dublin  Sort- 
ing Office  is  sufficient,  and  under  ordinary 
circumstances  the  despatching  officers  have 
ample  time  to  perform  their  duties  pro- 
perly. Cases  of  missendiug  are  now  less 
frequent,  and  the  amount  of  punishment 
inflicted  on  that  account  is  considerahly 
less  than  formerly.  Certain  of  the  officers, 
however,  who  were  frequently  reported 
for  careless  missending  of  correspondence 
have  Iwen  properly  called  upon  for  expla- 
nation and  for  any  reasons  they  might 
have  to  urge  why  their  increments  of  pay 
should  not  be  arrested.  In  only  one 
instance,  however,  has  it  been  found 
necessary  to  withhold  the  increment. 
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Mit.  M'GHEE  (Louth,  S.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  re 

E resenting  the  Postmaster-General,  will 
e  explain  why  female  telegraphists  in 
London,  who  are  in  receipt  of  38s.  per 
week,  and  receive  in  atldition  3s.  6d.  per 
week  as  risk  money,  paid  weekly,  have 
recently  been  called  upon  to  funiish  a 
receipt  stamp  for  these  pa3Tiients,  seeing 
that  for  neither  amount  can  it  be  legally 
demanded  and  that  separate  receipts  are 
given  for  the  two  amounts. 

Mk.  HANBURY:  The  amounts  in 
question,  though  shown  separately  on  the 
pay  sheets  for  departmental  purposes, 
really  form  the  remuneration  of  the 
officer  for  the  week,  and  in  cases  where 
the  total  is  £'2  and  upwards  a  receipt 
stamp  is  required  l)y  law. 

BELFAST   TELEGRAPH  OFFICES. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treatiury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General,  if 
in  the  branch  telegraph  sub-offices  of 
Belfast,  which  are  offices  for  the  despatch 
but  not  the  receiving  of  telegrams,  there 
is  any  established  system  of  reliefs 
through  which  assistants  in  such  offices 
may  nave  practice  occasionally  in  the 
receiving  of  telegraphic  messages  ;  are  all 
branch  sub-offices  in  Belfast  sufficiently 
providetl  with  lavatory  and  other  neces- 
sary sanitary  accoramo<lation  for  the 
assistants  employed  therein  ;  and,  if  not, 
will  he  state  whether  the  official  in  charge 
of  the  Department  is  responsibk' ;  and 
will  the  Postmaster-General  permit,  as  he 
has  BO  satisfactorily  done  in  the  ease  of 


f  the  Belfast  central  office,  the  sanitary 
authority  to  inspect  these  sub-offices. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  There  are  two 
branch  post  offices  in  Belfast,  which 
despatch  but  do  not  receive  telegrams. 
In  these  cases  the  staff  is  established,  and 
their  duties  rotate  with  those  of  the  head, 
office  staff.  There  are  also  several  town 
sub-post  offices,  whit^  despatch  but  do 
not  receive  telegrams.  In  these  cases  the 
assistants  are  not  established,  but  are 
servants  of  the  sub-postmasters,  and  they 
ha^'e  no  opportunity  of  receiving  tele- 
grams. Both  the  branch  post  offices  are 
provided  with  adequate  lavatory  and 
sanitary  accommodation,  and  there  is  no 
objection  to  the  local  sanitary  authority 
inspecting  them ;  but  the  sub-post  offices 
being  on  the  private  premises  of  the  sub- 
postmasters,  the  Department  has  no 
power,  as  regards  them,  to  give  permission 
for  an  inspection,  but  they  are  subject  to  - 
the  ordinary  sanitary  regulations  of  the 
town. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  REPORT. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  when  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Irish  Land  Commission  for  the  year  end- 
ing the  31st  March,  1899,  will  be  pub- 
lished ;  and  whether  any  eflbrts  will  be 
made  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  Members 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  CHIEi^  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,. 
Central) :  This  Report  is  almost  ready 
and  will,  it  is  expected,  be  laid  on  the 
Table  in  the  course  of  the  present  week. 

E.STATE.S  IN  THE  LAND  JUDGES' 
I  COURT. 

j  Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
I  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
]  Ireland  whether  complete  returns  of  the 

estates  in  the  Land  Judges'  Court  to  which 
'  the  40th  section  of  the  Land  Act,  1896, 
I  applies  have  been  published  ;  and,  if  not, 
I  will  he  explain  why  ;  and  whether  lie  can 
1  give  any  assurance  that  the  work  in 

arrears  vill  be  expedited 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Three  re- 
'  turns  of  estates  over  which  receivers  have 

Ijeen  appointed,  prepared  in  relation  to 
'  proceedings  under  the  enactment  referred 
to,  were  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  in 
May,  1897,  and  March,  1898.  A  further 
return  on  the  subject  will,  it  is  expected, 
be  ready  for  presentation  early  next  year. 
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TRIM  UNION  NIGHT  NURSE. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  W  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretaiy  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  guardians  of  the  Trim 
UnioB  have  a  nisht  nurse  whose  hours  of 
duty  are  ten  hours  a  night  for  seven 
nights  in  the  week,  and  is  also  bound  by 
the  guardians  to  attend  all  maternity 
cases  in  the  day  time,  as  there  is  no 
qualified  day  nurse  for  the  maternity 
ward  i  has  this  fact  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board ;  and  what  action,  if  any,  has  the 
Board  taken  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  reply 
to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  question  is  in 
the  afiinnative.  The  hours  of  duty  of  the 
night  nurse,  from  9  p.m.  to  7  a.m.,  are 
not  as  a  rule  objected  to  by  ni^ht  nurses. 
The  duty  derolring  on  the  night  nurse 
of  attending  on  maternity  cases  is  seldom 
exercised.  Only  six  cases  of  the  kind 
ihave  occurred  during  the  last  fifteen 
months.  The  attention  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  recently  been 
drawn  to  the  matter^  and  they  have  called 
upon  the  Medical  Officer  for  a  report  as 
to  the  nursing  arrangements  in  the 
workhouse.  This  report  has  not  yet 
been  received. 

THE  WILLIAM  BUTLER  ESTATE, 
COUNTY  CLARE. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  explain 
the  delay  in  completing  the  sale  to  the 
tenants  of  lots  5,  8,  and  10,  part  of  the 
William  Butler  estate  in  County  Clare  and 
■County  Galway,  ordered  by  Mr.  Justice 
Ross  to  be  sold  under  the  40th  Section  of 
the  Land  Act,  1896,  on  the  16th  of 
December,  1897. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  am  in- 
formed that  several  difficulties  have  arisen 
SB  to  the  resettlement  of  the  rental  of  the 
holdings  on  the  lots  mentioned,  and  that 
considerable  delay  has  also  been  occa- 
sioned b^  the  tenants  on  lot  5  subdividing 
the  holding  among  themselves  without  the 
authority  of  the  Court,  and  the  refusal  of 
two  of  the  tenants  to  comply  with  the 
undertaking  dyen  by  their  sohdtor  when 
the  Order  of  I>ecember,  1897,  was  made. 

BALTIMORE  RAILWAY  AND  PIER. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
^Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 


land whether  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  the  Treasury,  and  the  Cork  and 
Bandon  Railway  Company  guaranteed 
£3,500  each  for  the  completion  of  the 
Baltimore  Railway  and  Pier  to  deep 
water ;  whether  the  Cork  and  Bandon 
Rulway  Company  have  not  fulfilled  their 
agreement;  whether  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  will  take  up  the  completion 
of  this  work;  whether  ne  is  aware  that 
in  consequence  of  this  want  of  connection 
the  large  amount  previously  expended 
cannot  Be  utilised  for  the  transit  of  fish ; 
and  whether  he  will  recommend  a  grant 
for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  This  question 
is  a  repetition  of  one  put  to  me  on  Mon- 
day last  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny 
on  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
St.  Patrick  Division  of  Dublin,  and  I 
must  refer  to  the  answer  then  given  by 
me. 

IRISH  GOLD   ORNAMENTS  AND 
TREASURE  TROVE. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Kerry, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  if  the  Government  have  taken 
the  opinion  on  the  Question  of  treasure 
trove  of  the  Irish  law  officers  with  regard 
to  the  Irish  gold  ornaments ;  and,  if  so, 
if  he  will  state  what  that  opinion  is. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  The  Irish  law  officers  have  advised, 
but  a  question  has  been  raised  by  the 
trustees  of  the  British  Museum  as  to  the 
exact  effect  of  their  opinion.  Further 
reference  has  therefore  become  neces- 
sary. 

THE  VOLUNTEER  VOTE. 
Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester,  N.E.): 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  the  Bye  Division  of  Sussex,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  when  the  Army  Estimates  are 
next  discussed,  he  will  be  able  to  arrange 
that  a  portion  of  the  time  thus  expended 
may  include  the  Volunteer  Vote. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  propose  to 
take  the  Navy  and  Army  votes  on 
Friday ;  and  I  believe  that  the  Volunteer 
Vote  stands  first  among  the  Army  Votes 
at  present  undiscussed. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
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I«ord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  will 
make  a  statement  to  the  House  as  to 
public  business. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes,  Sir ;  I  pro- 
pose to  make  the  statement  to-dgky. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
On  making  your  motion ) 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB :  Yes,  Sir. 

THE  PREMATURE  PUBLICATION  OF 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberland, 
Tyneside)  :  I  wish  to  know  whether 
your  attention,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  been 
called  to  the  second  special  Report  of  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  by  this 
House  to  consider  the  Cottage  Homes 
Bill,  and  to  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Committee  that  it  is  the  practice  for  con- 
fidential and  private  document  to  be 
sent,  unprotected  by  sealed  covers,  from 
the  Committee  rooms  to  the  printers ; 
and  whether  any  steps  will  be  taken  to 
change  this  practice  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  I  have  made  inquiries.  As  in- 
deed appears  from  the  Report,  the  prac- 
tice referred  to  has  been  the  practice  of 
the  Committee  clerks  for  a  great  many 
years — as  far  back  as  the  memory  of 
any  present  (^cer  goes.  But  it  does  not 
app^r  to  be  a  good  practice  or  one  that 
is  not  capable  oi  amendment ;  and  I  may 
say  that  it  has  already  been  amended. 
The  Clerk  of  the  House  a  fortnight  ago 
gave  directions  that  such  documents 
should  in  future  be  placed  in  locked  bags 
or  boxes,  and  in  sealed  envelopes. 

Mr.  PAULTON  (Durham,  Bishop 
Auckland) :  There  is  a  question  I  should 
wish  to  ask  with  reference  to  the  last 
recommendation  in  the  special  Report  of 
the  Committee,  which  is : 

'•  In  view  of  the  repeated  publication  of  such 
docanients,  yotir  Coniniittee  recommenil  that 
the  Lobby  representative  of  any  newspaper 
who  publishes  privileged  docunients  should  be 
excluded  from  the  precincte  of  the  House." 

I  desire  to  ask  you,  Sir,  whether  any 

ristion  concerning  the  carrying  out  of 
t  recommendation  would  be  entir^y 
within  your  own  discretion  and  jurisdiction, 
or  whether  it  would  require  any  expression 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  this  House  1 


*Mr.  speaker  :  I  think  it  would 
be  within  my  discretion  to  deal  with 
cases  of  that  kind.  WiA  regard  to 
this  particular  case  I  have  not  considered 
it  with  reference  to  what  steps  I  should 
take.  But  probably  I  shomd  require 
further  evidence  than  there  is  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee,  in  order  to- 
juBofy  me  in  taking  any  action. 

Mr.  PAULTON:  As  it  is  a  matter 
afifecting  the  privileges  of  this  House,  I 
desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  a  paragraph  was  published  by  The 
Times  from  its  Lobby  correc^ndent  on 
Friday  last  directly  imputing  to  th& 
members  of  the  Committee  in  question 
the  conveyance  of  the  information  upon 
which  their  original  paragraph  was- 
founded.  That  being  so,  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  direct  breach  of  th& 
privileges  of  this  House.  I  mention  this 
circiunstance  because  it  affects  very 
largely  the  gravity  of  the  recommenda- 
tions made  by  this  Committee. 


TRAWLERS'  CERTIFICATES  SUSPEN- 
SION BILL  [Lords]. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  upon  Wed- 
nesday read,  and  discharged.  Bill  with- 
drawn. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to : — 

GOOLE   URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
BILL, 

with  Amendments. 
Amendments  to — 

LIVERPOOL  OVERHEAD  RAILWAY 
BILL  [LonU], 

ALL  SAINTS*  CHURCH  (CARDIFF)  BILL. 
[Lords], 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [LordB], 

LOWESTOFT  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 
[Lords], 

TOTLAND  WATER  BILL  [Lords], 
without  amendment 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"An  Act  to  remove  doubts  as  to  the 
Validity  of  certain  Marriages."  [Mar- 
riages Validity  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. 
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MARKIAGES  VALIDITY  {No.  2)  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a 
-second  time  upon  Wednesdav,  and  to  he 
printed.    [Bill  273.] 


SITTINGS  OF  THE    HOUSE  (EXEMP- 
TION OF  GOVERNMENT  BUSINESS}. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  that  it 
was,  almost  to  a  day,  this  time  last  year 
■when  I  asked  the  House  to  grant  the 
privileges  with  regard  to  business  which  I 
ask  for  again  in  the  Resolution  which  I 
propose  to  move.  Last  year  it  had  the 
.  result  that  we  finished  our  work  without 
diflBculty  and  without  friction  at  a 
reasonable  period  of  August;  and  I  think 
I  may  hopQ  that  the  same  privileges, 
granted  at  the  same  time  of  the  year, 
would  have  a  like  result  now.  The 
House  would  naturally  desire  to  know 
what  business  we  hope  to  get  through 
before  August  12th — or  before  the  date 
<jfthe  prorogation.  I  mention  August 
12th  because  it  happens  to  be  the  last 
day  of  a  week,  and,  I  may  parenthetically 
'say,  that  it  is  convenient  for  other 
interests  and  avocations,  I  will  tell  the 
House  briefly  exactly  how  Government 
business  stands.  I  begin  with  a  certain 
number  of  Bills  which  cannot  pass  if  they 
are  opposed  and  to  which,  if  my  informa- 
tion be  accurate,  no  opposition  need  be 
feared.  In  this  list  are  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Bill — a  Bill  in- 
troduced the  other  day  by  the  Chief 
Secretary,  \vith  the  approval  of  the  Irish 
Members  ;  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
(Scotland)  Bill,  the  Bodies  Corporate  Bill, 
the  Law  Charges  Bill,  the  University  of 
London  Act  Amendment  Bill— a  smalt 
measure  pressed  upon  the  Government  by 
the  Commissioners  under  the  London 
■University  Act,  the  sole  object  of  which 
is  to  include  Holloway  College  within  the 
■University  of  London;  the  Inebriates 
Act  (1898)  Amendment  Bill— which  is 
-simply  to  correct  an  error  in  drafting ; 
an  Elementary  Education  Bill,  dealing 
with  defective  and  epileptic  children  ;  and 
a  Bill  of  which  I  know  nothing,  but 
which  has  come  from  the  Lords  and  deals 
with  oysters.  Then  there  are  two  Bills 
which  I  should  like  to  believe  were  in  this 
category,  but  of  which  I  confess  I  have 
rsome  doubts.  One  is  the  Lunacy  Bill, 
which  also  comes  from  the  Lords,  and  in 
.regard  to  which  I  may  be  permitted  to 
•say  that  I  believe  part  of  it  is  intended 
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to  remedy  an  administrative  iiicon- 
venience.  The  Government  are  quite 
prepared  to  drop  any  portions  of  the 
measure  which  prove  controversial  if  the^ 
could  hope  without  discussion  to  get  this 
administrative  portion  of  the  Bill.  Then 
there  is  the  Charitable  Loans  (Ireland) 
Bill,  about  which  questions  have  been 
asked  me  from  time  to  time  by  the  Irish 
Memliers,  but  which  I  fear  may  neces- 
sitate an  amount  of  discussion  which 
will  render  its  chance  of  passing 
rather  faint.  Then  in  the  nest  cate- 
gory of  Bills  come  what  I  may  describe 
as  the  two  annual  Bills — the  Expiring 
Laws  Continuance  Bill  and  the  Public 
Works  Loans  Bill.  They  have  not  yet 
been  introduced,  and  it  is  not  usual  to 
introduce  them  until  the  end  of  the 
session,  but  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  they  will  lead  to  more  controversy 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year  than 
they  have  done  on  previous  occasions. 
Then  I  come  to  certain  departmental  Bills 
which  I  do  not  believe  recjuire  any 
lengthened  discussion — the  Durham  Pala- 
tine Court  Bill,  the  Telegraph  (Channel 
Islands)  Bill,  Electric  Lighting  Provi- 
sional Orders,  the  Lands  Improvement 
Bill — which  I  think  has  passed  the  Grand 
Committee,  and  to  which  not  much 
objection  is  taken.  The  Metropolitan 
Police  (Salaries)  Bill  is  also  a  small 
departmental  measure.  This  list  of  Bills 
may  sound  a  rather  long  catalogue,  but  I 
think  it  is  felt  on  all  sides  that  they  are 
not  Bills  which  will  occupy  any  material 
portion  of  the  time  of  Parliament.  In 
the  next  class  are  Bills  of  greater 
importance,  and  involving  greater  con- 
troversy, which  I  may  call  administrative 
Bills,  to  distinguish  them  from  the  pro- 
jects of  legislation  of  a  somewhat  different 
character.  These  Bills  are  the  Niger 
Company  Bill,  the  Naval  Works  Bill, 
the  Military  Works  Bill,  and  the 
Colonial  Loans  Bill.  They  are  all 
important  Bills,  and  some  of  them,  no 
doubt,  will  require  a  certain  amoimt  of 
discussion ;  but  I  should  hope  that  they 
will  pass  without  any  serious  difficulty. 
The  House  will  remember  that  under  the 
Colonial  Loans  Bill,  power  is  taken  em- 
powering other  Bills  to  be  introduced.  I 
think  it  possible  that  another  Colonial 
Loans  Bill,  a  daughter  Bill,  if  I  may  so 
describe  it,  may  be  necessan'.  Then 
there  is  the  Khartoum  College  Bill,  which 
I  do  not  think  will  take  any  time.  Its 
onlj  object  is  to  enable  the  trustees  of 
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the  fund  contributing  to  the  Khartoum 
College  to  invest  the  money  in  Egyptian 
securities,  which  they  cannot  do  with 

personal  safety  under  the  law  as  it  at 
present  stands.  I  should  add  that 
negotiations  are  now  pending  about  the 
conversion  of  the  Turkish  Guarantee 
Loan  of  1855.  I  do  not  know  whether 
those  negotiations  will  be  brought  to  a 
satisfactory  conclusion  before  the  end  of 
the  session.  If  they  are,  as  I  have  reason 
to  believe,  a  Bill  will  be  founded  on  them, 
and  in  the  absence  of  opposition  we  shall 
deal  with  it  also.  But  I  recognise  that  it 
cannot  be  carried  through  without  leading 
to  some  debate.  There  remain  Bills 
dealing  with  general  legislation.  Of 
these,  the  Government  propose  only  to 
pass  those  which  have  reacheii  the  Report 
stage,  or  those  which  are  on  the 
verge  of  it,  and  likely  to  pass, 
such  as  the  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction  (Ireland)  Bill.  Among 
those  Bills  are  the  Telephones  Bill,  the 
Tithe  Rent-charge  Bill,  the  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Bill,  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Dnigs  Bill,  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)BiU, and 
the  Board  of  Education  Bill.  There  are 
a  good  many  other  measures  of  general 
legislation  w.hich  are  not  so  fortunate  as 
to  hare  reached  the  Report  stage  or  to 
have  made  any  serious  advance  through 
Committee.  Such,  I  am  afraid,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  deal  with  in  the  present 
year.  Some  of  them  I  drop  with  parti- 
cular regret,  like  the  Money-lending  Bill, 
the  Parish  Churches  (Scotland)  Bill,  and 
the  Irish  Tithe  Rent-charge  Bill.  Of 
these  measures  I  will  only  say  that  I  hope 
they  may  be  introduced  at  an  early  period 
nexit  session  and  that  they  may  have  a 
better  fate  than  that  which  we  have  been 
able  to  accord  to  them  in  the  present  year. 
In  addition  to  these  there  is  the  Com- 
panies Bill,  which  1  do  not  think  has  yet 
reached  us  from  the  liords,  the  Under- 
sized Fish  Bill,  the  Metropolitan  Streets 
Act  (Amendment)  Bill,  the  Trout  Fishing 
Annual  Close  Time  (Scotland)  Bill,  the 
Licensing  Exemption  (Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment) Bill  of  my  right  hon.  friend  near 
me,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade ; 
the  Universities  (Scotland)  Bill,  and  the 
Land  Tax  Commissioners  Bill.  That,  I 
think,  really  completes  the  account  I  have 
to  give  of  the  legislation  which  we  hope 
to  pass  and  the  legislation  which  we  re- 
co^ise  cannot  be  passed ;  and  I  do  not 
think  that  if  the  Bills  be  attentively 


examined  they  will  throw  any  necessary 
or  undue  strain  upon  the  time  or  the 
labours  of  the  House.  In  order  to  avoid 
any  misunderstanding  for  the  future,  I 
ought  to  explain  that  it  is,  of,  course,  con- 
ceivable that  some  administrative  necess- 
sity  may  arise  for  bringing  in  some  short 
measure  in  connection  with  one  or  other 
of  the  departments  of  the  State.  I  do  not 
consider  myself  precluded  from  that 
should  the  exigencies  of  the  public  ser- 
vice render  it  absolutely  necessary,  but  I 
hope  that  no  such  necessity  will  arise.  I 
do  not  think  I  can  add  anything  to  this 
statement,  which,  if  brief,  is  at  all  events 
I  hope,  clear  and  not  unsatisfactory  in  its 
character.  I  forgot,  however,  to  add  the 
Resolution  brought  in  dealing  with  the 
new  judge  about  which  I  have  spoken,  I 
need  only  conclude  by  saying  that,  while 
asking  the  House  to  give  up  its  cherished 
privileges  as  regards  the  Twelve  o'clock 
rule,  I  am  only  adopting  an  expedient 
found  necessary  at  the  close  of  every 
session.  The  House  need  not  be 
afraid  that  the  Government  will 
abuse  the  privileges  so  granted  to 
them,  and  I  hope  we  may  regard  our- 
selves as  being  now  within  a  measurable 
distance  of  a  not  ill-earned  holiday.  I  beg 
to  move. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  for  the  remainder  of  the  .session 
Government  business  be  not  internipted 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Standing 
Order  regulating  the  sittings  of  the 
House,  and  may  be  entered  upon  at  any 
hour  though  opposed ;  and  that  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  Government  business 
each  day  Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the 
House  without  Question  put."— (.1/r.  ^. 
/.  Balfour.) 

Sm  H.  CAMPBELL-BANXERMAN : 
I  think  the  House  will  be  generally  dis- 
posed to  get  over  as  early  as  possible  the 
melancholy  part  of  our  proceedings,  and 
to  bid  an  affectionate  farewell  to  those 
Bills  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
told  us  he  is  not  going  to  proceed  with. 
I  can  only  say  in  reg^d  to  those  which 
he  has  condemned  to  that  category,  I 
think  some  of  the  Bills  are  measures  of 
great  importance  in  which  the  public  took 
a  great  interest,  like  the  Money-Lending 
Bill  and  others  which  could  be  named.  I 
think  the  general  public  would  have  been 
better  ^eaied  if  one  or  other  of  those 
Bills  had  been  proceeded  with  and  that 
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the  Bill  which  recently  occupied  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  attention  of  the 
House  had  been  left  alone.  With  that 
remark  I  dismiss  the  melancholy  part  of 
the  subject.  I  understand  that  what  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  meant  with  regard 
to  the  first  list  of  BiUs  which  he  estimates 
as  unopposed  is  that  the  prosecuting  of 
those  Bills  will  be  subject  to  the  fact  of 
their  being  unopposed,  but  that  if  in  the 
course  of  things  serious  opposition  is  dis- 
closed their  fate  will  be  necessarily 
endangered.  I  have  very  few  observa- 
tions to  make  on  the  statement  of  the 
First  Lord.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
mentioned  one  or  two  administrative 
Bills.  I  am  afraid  that  a  good  deal  of  time 
may  be  spent  over  them,  as  for  example 
the  Niger  Company's  Bill  and  the  Naval 
Works  Bill — a  measure  which  was  pro- 
mised at  the  beginning  of  the  session  and 
which  really  was  part  of  the  elementary 
and  fundamental  business  of  the  session. 
It  ought  to  havebeenin  our  hands  long  ago. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  the  Military 
Works  Bill.  These  Bills  should  have 
been  under  our  consideration  together 
with  the  Estimates  of  the  year.  Instead 
of  that  we  are  still  in  the  middle 
of  the  discussion  on  the  Military  Works 
Bill,  and  the  Naval  Works  Bill  has  not 
yet  been  presented  to  the  House.  I 
think  that  is  a  circumstance  which  is  so 
remarkable  that  it  ought  to  be  referred  to 
in  order  to  invoke  some  degree  of  con- 
demnation on  the  part  of  the  House,  be- 
cause the  sums  of  money  involved  are 
large.  The  expenditure  involved  is  an 
expenditure  which  runs  into  the  ordinary 
expenditure  dealt  with  in  the  Estimates, 
and  the  House  of  Commons  is  placed  at  a 
disadvantage  when  so  important  a  matter 
U  not  even  before  us  at  the  end  of  July. 
However,  we  admit  the  importance  of  the 
Bill,  and  I  can  only  hope  that  when  it  is 
introduced  it  will  be  of  such  a  nature  as 
not  to  provoke  pi-olonged  discussion  or 
serious  opposition.  I  understand  that  the 
programme  which  the  right  hon  Gentle- 
man has  put  before  us  is  a  reasonable  one 
from  his  point  of  new  ;  but,  of  course,  it 
is  distinctly  understood  that  it  excludes 
the  possibility  of  the  Government  taking 
up  any  otlier  Bills.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  some  possible  con- 
tingency, some  administrative  BUla,  the 
necessity  of  wliich  may  become  apparent. 
That  we  quite  understand,  but  the  motion 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
made  involves,  of  course,  that  the  House 

Sir  H.  CampheU-Bameman. 


wiD  be  adjourned  as  soon  as  Government 
business  is  concluded  each  night,  and. 
that  there  will  be  no  "  starring  "  of  pri- 
vate Members'  Bills,  and  no  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  motion  to  take  up  some  Bill 
which  at  present  is  not  within  their  list. 
I  hope  also  the  Twelve  o'clock  rule  which 
governs  our  business  will  not  be  trans- 
gressed, except  when  occasion  reallv  arises 
for  it,  I  understood  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  Twelve  o'clock  rule 
was  not  to  be  overridden  day  by  day 
continually.  At  any  rate,  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  use  the  liberty 
conceded  to  him  in  a  lenient  manner 
agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  the  House. 
On  those  conditions,  the  exclusion  of  what 
I  may  call  the  Uitlanders  alien  Parliamen- 
tary Billswhich  have  not  yet  beenadmitted 
to  the  full  franchise,  and  the  promise  of  a 
lenient  use  of  the  powers  that  are  given 
to  him,  I  do  not  thmk  there  is  anything 
in  the  proposals  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man which  is  inconsistent  with  the  ordi- 
nary practice  of  the  House  at  this  period 
of  the  session. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  The  promise  which 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  has  asked 
for  with  regard  to  Private  Members'  Bills 
not  being  starred  is  made  the  more  neces- 
sary this  year,  because  last  week  a  sort  of 
half  promise  was  giA  en  in  another  place 
to  push  forward  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent session  a  Bill  introduced  by  Lord 
Burghclere — the  Commons  Bill.  Had 
that  Bill  remained  in  the  form  in  which  it 
was  introduced,  it  would  not  have  been 
opposed  on  this  side,  but  it  has  been 
altered,  and  the  Lords'  veto  inserted,  and 
I  am  airaid  it  will  meet  with  se^'ere  oppo- 
sition. It  is  notorious,  too,  that  there  is 
another  PriAate  Member's  Bill  which  v- 
fiercely  opposed,  and  that  is  the  Service 
Franchise  Bill.  I  can  tell  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  there  will  be  very  fierce 
opposition  if  he  attempts  to  pass  those 
Bills  with  the  assistance  of  the  present 
motion.  Some  reason  ought  to  be  given 
also  for  the  dropping  of  the  Land  Tax 
Commissioners  Bill,  a  most  necessary  Bill, 
because  the  Land  Tax  Commissioners 
appoint  the  Income  Tax  Commissioners, 
and,  unless  new  names  are  put  in,  the 
whole  appointments  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  county  magistrates,  and  urban  in- 
terests are  not  represented  in  the  collec- 
tion of  income-tax.  This  Bill  has  idways 
been  passed  in  the  first  session  of  a  new 
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Parliament,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Monmouth- 
■shire  when  he  was  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion pointed  out  that  this  was  a  measure  for 
whicn  the  House  was  responsible,  and  with 
■which  the  Government  had  nothing  to  do. 
Xiast  year  the  Leader  of  the  House  told  us 
he  could  not  give  the  time  necessary  for 
passing  it,  because  the  K&dical  ^lembers 
nad  seized  the  opportunity  to  raise  the 
■question  of  the  qualification  of  magis- 
Iratea.  We  did  not  think  that  a  sufficient 
reason,  but  at  any  rate  no  such  motion 
is  down  this  year,  and  that  being  so  we 
surely  ought  to  have  some  expmnation 
of  the  reasons  which  have  induced  the 
Government  to  drop  this  most  necessary 
Bill,  as  to  which,  too,  we  ought  to  have 
a  distinct  promise  for  next  session.  There 
is  a  motion  on  the  Paper  for  to-night 
in  the  name  of  the  hon.  jVIember  for 
Leominstor  (employment  of  women  over- 
"time  in  the  jam  industry),  and,  in  order 
to  allow  that  motion  to  be  brought  on,  I 
intend  to  move  to  amend  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  motion  by  providing  that  it 
■shall  takeefTect "  on  and  after  To-morrow." 
The  motion  is  a  statutory  one,  and  relates 
"to  one  of  those  matters  that  for  forty  days 
are  laid  on  the  Table  in  order  that  the 
House  may  have  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing its  dissent  from  administrative 
miction.   If  this  Amendment  is  carried  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  have  exactly 
the  same  time  left  to  him  as  was  granted 
last  year  for  winding  up  the  business  of 
the  session.    I  would  further  point  out 
the  importance  to  the  House  of  having 
this  opportunity  of  discussing  this  matter. 
You,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  coirecting  last  year 
■a  malpractice  which  had  grown  up  in 
these  matters,  stated  that  the  House 
should  be  able  freely  to  exercise  the 
privilege  which  the  Statute  gives  it,  and 
inasmuch  as  this  motion  was  put  down 
for  to  day  out  of  courtesy  to  the  Grovem- 
ment,  instead  of  being  taken,  as  it  could 
have  been,  at  the  close  of  the  Home  Office 
Debate,  I  hope  the  Government  will  assent 
to  my  Amendment. 

*SiR  JAMES  RANKIN  (Herefoidshire, 

I.eominster)  :  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House  will 
accept  the  Amendment,  for  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  interest  felt  in  this  matter. 
The  discussion  will  not  take  long,  and  we 
hope  to  be  able  to  bring  it  on  before  One 
■o'clock.  I  think  the  House  has  a  right  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  giving  an  opinion 
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upon  such  an  Order  as  that  made  br  the 
Home  Secretary,  as  by  Statute  the  Order 
must  He  on  the  Table  of  the  House  of 
Commons  for  forty  days,  so  that  a  Motion 
disagreeing  with  the  Order  may  be  raised 
if  the  House  so  desire.  I  trust^  therefor^ 
the  Leader  of  the  House  will  afford  facili- 
ties for  this  Debate. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  After  the  word  '  That,'  to  insert  tlie  wordi 
'on  and  after  To-morrow.'  ' — (Sir  Charles 
IHlke.) 

Question  proposed,  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mk.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  entirely 
agree  that  nothing  should  be  done 
materially  to  interfere  with  the  statutory 
r^hts  of  Parliament.  After  all,  if  the 
House  was  given  by  Statute  the  right  to 
consider  certain  matters  it  would  be  like 
an  evasion  of  the  Statute  by  a  side  wind 
to  take  the  course  I  propose  without  any 
mitigating  provision.  The  best  plan  to 
meet  the  case  would,  I  think,  be  that  I 
should  enter  into  an  engagement  ^vith  the 
House  that  any  motion  brought  forw.ii-d 
under  statutory  authority  shall  be 
"  starred  "  by  the  Government,  and  shall 
therefore  share  the  privileges  accorded  by 
the  motion  of  the  Government  If  that 
be  acceptable  I  shall  adopt  that  course. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  \ 
It  occurs  to  me  it  might  be  maintained, 
if  the  course  suggested  is  followed,  that 
"  starred  "  motions  are  in  the  nature  of 
Government  business.  This  is  a  Govern- 
ment Order  in  Council  which  has  to 
be  submitted  for  the  opinion  of  the 
House,  and  I  therefore  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  be  justified  in  taking 
the  course  he  mentions. 

♦Sir  CHAELES  DILKE  :  When  is  it 
proposed  to  take  the  motion  about  the 
overtime  al  women  1  I  do  not  think 
anything  would  be  lost  by  taking  it  To- 
night. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  One  of  the 
inconveniences  of  the  Grovernment's 
motion  is  that  it  prevents  questions 
being  put  on  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  These  powers  have  not  been 
used  for  obstructive  purposes  in  the  past, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  you  are 
gratuitously  limiting  the  very  small 
amount  of  power  which  Parliament  now 
possesses  by  preventing  the  discussion  of 
motions  of  which  the  statutory  forty 
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days*  notice  has  been  given,  and  by  dis- 
allowing questions  on  the  motion  for 
adjournment. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent)  : 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  Leader  of  tha 
Opposition  must  be  a  singularly  innocent 
man  if  he  suppcraes  the  First  Losd  is 
going  to  make  a  lenient  use  of  his 
powers.  We  have  had  experience  o£'  the' 
way  the  First  Lord  uses  his  powersi  The 
right  hon.  Gejitleman  has  eketched!  out 
enough  work  to  last  a  whole  session. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Member  is  not  speaking  to  the 
Amendment. 

Captain  NOBTOX  (Newington,  W.) : 
Will  the  Leader  of  the  House  answer  toe 
question  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Although 
technically  these  motions  are  not  Govern- 
ment business,  yet  practically  they  have 
to  be  starred  if  they  are  to  be  taken  at 
all  after  the  rule  is  passed ;  therefore,  I 
will  propose  to  "star"  my  hon.  friend's 
motion  and  take  it  To-morrow. 

*Sm  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  shoiUd 
have  preferred  it  to  be  taken  to-night,  but, 
of  course,  we  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government.  Under  the  circumstances  I 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  again  {roposed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, \s'.):  I  simply  wish  to  enforce 
the  appeal  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  I 

the  Forest  of  Dean  with  regard  to  the  I 
Land  Tax  CommissionersBill.  According 
to  my  recollection  it  was  formerly  the , 
universal  practice  to  pass  the  Bill  I 
in  the  firat  session  of  a  new  Parlia- ! 
ment,  and  now  we  are  in  the  fourth  | 
session.  The  passing  of  this  Bill  ought  to 
be  no  longer  delayed.  | 

SiEt    WILLIAM  HOULDSWORTH, 
'Manchester,  N.W.) :   I  quite  understand 
jhe  objection  to  I)ringing  Private  Mem- 
bers* Bills  under  this  motion,  but  I  submit 
it  is  very  hard  imleed  that  even  at  this 
stage  of  the  session  opportunity  should  ' 
not  be  given  of  discussing  Bills  to  which 
there  is  practically  no  objection  on  either ' 
side.   In  the  case  of  non-contentious  Bills 
I  think  it  is  very  little  to  ask  that  if  it  can  ' 
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be  shown  that  they  are  really  non-con- 
tentious, and  that  they  are  supported  on 
both  sides  <^  the  House,  they  should  be- 
proceeded  with. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  z 
Might  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to- 
be  a  little  more  specific  in  his  statement 
with  regard  to  the  Lunacy  Bill — I  mean 
the  Lords  Lunacy  Bill.  Do  I  understand 
that  he  expressed  an  intention  to  drop  it. 
Will  he  drop  it  if  some  portion  of  the- 
Bill  is  dropped  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  I  thought 
that  dropping  all  the  administrative 
clauses  would  secure  its  genfflal  accept- 
ance from  the  House  I  should  be  happy 
to  take  that  course. 

Mr.  BROADHURST:  Is  there  aaj 
means  of  ascertaining  that  % 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  shall  take- 
every  means  in  my  power. 

Mr.  BROADHURST :  I  should  also- 
like  to  ask  when  the  Board  of  Education 
Bill  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Not  this.- 

week. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  R)  :  Icongratulate 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  dropping  the 
Tithe  Bent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  which 
was  one  of  the  most  iniquitous  measure* 
which  have  ever  been  brought  before  this 
House,  and  I  trust  that  in  the  inter^'al 
between  this  and  next  session  he  will 
come  to  see  that  it  would  be  nothing  less 
than  an  outrage  to  reintroduce  it.  With 
regard  to  the  Charitable  Loans  Bill,  that 
is  a  Bill  which  I  think  ought  to  pass,, 
because  the  present  state  of  things  is- 
nothing  less  than  a  scandal.  It  cannot 
pass,  however,  this  year,  because  in  its 
present  shape  it  will  inflict  greater  injury 
than  benefit.  I  notice  that  in  his  state- 
ment the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  not  a 
word  upon  the  question  of  Supply. 
There  are  only  two  free  days  left  for 
discussing  Supply,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  three  extra  days  ha^e  been  \otetl, 
and  I  think  we  might  fairly  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  inform  us  now 
what  Votes  he  proposes  to  take  on  the 
two  days  at  our  disposal.  I  can  hardly 
believe  that  the  Grovermnent  intend  to 
allow  this  session  to  pass  without  affonl- 
ing  the  House  an  opportunity  for  discuss- 
ing the  Colonial  Office  Vote,  and  I  shall 
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Esten  with  confidence  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  statement  as  to  the  day  on 
vhich  he  will  take  that  Vote  this  session, 
I  contend  that  one  day  is  not  enough  for 
the  discussion  of  that  Vote,  and  for  the 
Government  to  give  us  no  opportunity  to 
discuss  the  present  state  of  South  Africa, 
which  would  come  npon  that  Vote,  is 
nothing  short  of  an  outrage. 

Mr.  E.  J.  C.  MORTON  (Devonport) : 
I  also  think  that  as  the  days  are  limited 
it  becomes  a  matter  of  extreme  import- 
ance that  we  should  know  what  Supply  is 
going  to  be  put  down.  I  was  given  to 
understand  that  Vote  8  and  Vote  12  of 
the  Navy  Estimates  would  be  taken  on 
Friday  next,  and  a  number  of  hon. 
Members  interested  in  those  particular 
Votes  have  made  arrangements  under  the 
belief  that  these  particular  Votes  would 
be  taken.  Now  I  understand  that  the 
Army  Votes  are  put  down,  and,  as  I 
presume,  no  other  Votes.  I  wish  to  ask 
whether  it  is  possible  to  take  Votes  8  and 
12  of  the  Navy  Estimates  at  such  time  as 
will  permit  a  discussion  upon  them. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  shall  begin 

with  the  Navy  Votes. 

Mr.  E.  J.  C.  MORTON :  Might  I  ask 
when  the  Third  Reading  of  the  Tithe 
Rent-charge  Bill  will  be  taken  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Thursday 
next. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.) :  I  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  War  Office  Vote  has 
not  been  discussed,  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  that  Vote  has  been  passed  by, 
seeing  that  it  is  one  of  the  earliest  Votes 
in  the  Army  Estimates.  I  think  some 
opportunity  oi^ht  to  be  given  for  its 
discussion. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  There 
is  one  point  which  I  consider  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  that  is  the  point 
raised  as  to  the  selection  of  Private 
Members*  Bills.  I  hope  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  not  pick  out  any  of 
those  Bills  to  l>e  taken  this  session  as 
against  others.  I  have  l)een  told  since  that 
the  statement  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  made  wilt  not  preclude  his  select- 
ing some  of  them.  I  believe  that  such  a 
course  would  considerably  prolong  dis- 


cussion and  be  otherwise  unsatisfactory. 
If  any  Private  Members'  Bills  are  to  be 
selected  they  ought  to  be  mentioned  in 
the  statement  he  has  made.  I  would  ask 
him  to  add  to  the  list  which  he  has  given, 
however,  one  important  measure,  the 
Shop  Assistants'  Seats  Bill,  as  I  under- 
stand an  important  Amendment  has  been 
made  in  the  Lords  which  we  shall  have  to 
consider,  and  therefore  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  give  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  it. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
With  regard  to  the  demand   of  the 
Government  for  the  time  of  the  House,  I 
might  point  out  that  the  Naval  Works 
Bill  has  not  yet  been  introduced,  and  I 
should  like  some  information  as  to  what 
the  Grovemment  are  going  to  do  about  it. 
It  is  a  similar  Bill  to  the  Military  Works 
Bill,  and  I  think  ought  to  be  introduced 
j  before  Friday  next,  when  the  Works  Vote 
I  of  the  Navy  Estimates  comes  on,  and  not 
,  at  a  time  when  the  Government  are  put 
;  to  such  straits  as  to  be  compelled  to 
I  ask  for  further  facilities  with  respect  to 
time. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  shall  be 
'  done. 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  There  is 
another  important  measure  which  I  should 
tike  to  call  attention  to,  and  which  I  should 
regret  to  see  the  Government  give  up. 
j  That  is  the  Metropolitan  Streets  Bill.  It 
j  is  a  measure  of  very  pressing  importance  ; 
the  traffic  of  the  metropolis  is  daily 
I  growing  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  it  is 
of  great  importance  that  the  police  should 
have  requisite  power  to  deal  with  it,  and  it 
'  will  be  a  matter  of  great  regret  if  that  is 
I  postponed  until  next  year.  The  Oysters  Bill 
is  in  another  position.   I  know  enough  of 
I  these  matters  to  know  that  every  Bill 
!  concerning  fisheries  is  a  Bill  of  prohibi- 
!  tion  and  the  imposition  of  penalties,  and 
this  is  probably  one  of  that  character.  I 
'  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not 
I  attempt  to  pass  that  this  session.    I  am 
j  glad  that  the  Undersized  Fish  Bill  is  not 
to  be  passed.    There  is  another  Bill  for 
!  the  Conversion  of  the  Turkish  Loan,  1855. 
I  do  not  see  why  a  Bill  is  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of   converting  that,  but 
perhaps  that  will  l>e  explained.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  also  says  he  may 
have  to  ask  this  House  for  administrative 
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measures.  Docs  that  mean  a  Vote  of 
Credit  1   I  sincerely  hope  not. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  If  I  might 
interrupt  the  hon.  Gentleman  here, 
I  may  say  I  certainly  was  not  thinking  of 
a  Vote  of  Credit ;  but  if  such  a  vote 
became  necessary  I  should  not  regard  the 
Government  as  being  preclude  from 
introducing  it. 

Sir  J.  JOICEY  (Durham,  Chester-le- 
Street) :  Can  the  right  hon.  Grontleman 
tell  me  when  the  Telephone  Bill  is  likely 
to  be  taken  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  shaU  not 

take  it  to-night. 

Sir  J.  JOICEY :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  me  any  idea  when  he 

will  take  it  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  ARNOLD -FORSTER  (Belfast, 
W.):  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
created  same  alarm  by  saying  that  no 
further  discussion  is  to  be  allowed  on  the 

War  Office  Vote.  I  would  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  War  Office 
has  made  a  Report  upon  itself  and  has  had 
ample  time  to  act  upon  that  Report,  and 
it  seems  to  me  it  will  be  an  extraordinary 
stateof  things  if  that  Report  is  not  allowed 
to  be  discussed.  There  has  been  absolutely 
no  discussion  on  the  War  Office  Vote 
this  session.  Then,  ivithin  the  last  fewdays 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has  made 
a  statement  of  the  most  alanning 
character  with  regard  to  the  results 
of  the  Government's  policy  in  the 
matter  of  the  recruiting  of  the  troops. 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
desire  to  withhold  from  the  House  of 
Commons  at  least  one  opportunity 
of  discussing  these  two  very  important 
aspects  of  the  policv  of  the  War  Office — 
namely,  its  own  Sepoit  upon  its  own 
|nx>ceaure,  and  its  success  in  carrying  out 
its  own  policy. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  forgotten  the  Bill  to  give  tenant 
farmers  greater  compensation  for  their 
improvements.  Notice  of  the  introduction 
of  that  Bill  was  given  on  the  first  day  of 
the  session  of  1896,  and  it  has  iigured  in 
every  Queen's  Speech  since,  but  we  have 
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not  seen  the  KU  yet.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  stated  that  he  intends  to 
proceed  with  the  Lands  Improvement 
Bill.  May  I  suggest  that  it  would  be 
better  to  give  tenant  farmers  compensa- 
tion for  improvements  already  made  than 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  a  Bill  which 
purposes  to  give  money  to  landlords  to 
make  further  improvements. 

Mr.  COGHILL  :  The  list  of  measures 
we  are  to  be  asked  to  pass  into  law  is  such 
a  very  long  one  that  it  seems  to  me  there 
will  be  no  work  left  for  the  remaining  two 
sessions  of  this  Parliament,  and  some  of 
the  Bills  mentioned  might  very  well  be 
left  over.  As  far  as  Supply  alone  is  con- 
cerned, there  are  a  number  of  questions 
which  must  inevitably  crop  up  which 
would  fully  occupy  the  time  at  our  dis- 
posal this  session.  I  am  extremely  sorry 
the  English  Moneylenders  Bill  is  not  to 
be  proceeded  with.  We  were  told  at  the 
General  Election  that  the  period  of  Irish 
legislation  was  over,  and  that  the  time  of 
Parliament  would  be  taken  up  in  dis- 
cussing English  and  Scotch  measures. 
Instead  of  that  we  have  had  another  in- 
stance this  session  of  English  Bills  being 
put  out  of  the  way  in  order  that  Bills 
affecting  Ireland  may  be  dealt  with. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  told  us 
that,  in  addition  to  the  Bills  which  be 
enumerated,  he  intends  to  proceed  with 
the  appointment  of  a  new  judge,  and  that 
in  face  of  a  Report  of  the  Bar  Committee 
pointing  out  the  great  waste  of  time 
under  the  present  system.  May  I  ask 
whether  it  is  intended  to  bring  forward 
that  resolution  at  a  time  when  most 
Members  are  present,  and  when  there 
may  be  a  full  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  question,  or  whether  an  attempt  will 
be  made  to  smuggle  it  through  in  the 
early  hours  of  the  morning  1 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire)  :  On 
the  last  occasion  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  a  statement  of  this 
character  allusion  was  made  to  the 
Factory  Bill.  That  Bill  has  never  yet  been 
introduced.  The  Home  Secretary,  when 
asked  to  introduce  the  Bill  so  that  its 
provisions  could  be  discussed  throughout 
the  coimtry  during  the  recess,  said  be  was 
unable  to  do  so  without  the  consent  of  his 
colleagues.  I  therefore  venture  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  he  will  give  an 
assurance  that  that  shall  be  done. 
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As  Hon.  Meubeb  :  I  should  like 
to  ask  whether  the  Leader  of  the 
House  can  give  us  any  information  by 
which  we  may  judge  whether  or  not 
the  Conversion  of  Turkish  Loans  Bill  will 
be  opposed. 

Mr.  LL0YD4JE0RGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  I  msh  to  ask  a  question  with 
r^ardtotwoBills.  Thefirstis  the  Land  Tax 
Commissioners  Bill  That  Bill  ought 
really  to  be  passed.  It  is  the  first  time 
it  has  ever  been  postponed,  and  as  it 
affects  an  important  question  of  adminis- 
tration, the  delay  is  rather  upsetting  the 
arrangements  of  the  Income  Tax  Com- 
missioners in  the  country.  There  is  no 
desire  in  this  part  of  the  House  to 
obstruct,  but  every  wish  to  assist  the 
passage  of  the  Bill,  which  cannot  possibly 
take  much  time.  The  interests  of  the 
towns  have  been  n^lected  suffidently  by 
this  GoTemment,  and  they  might  recog- 
nise the  necessity  of  passing  this  Bill  this 
session.  The  second  measure  I  desire  to 
refer  to  is  the  Service  Franchise  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  declined  to 
state  that  he  is  not  going  to  press  any 
Private  Members'  Bills  this  session.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  that  re- 
luctance is  due  to  the  fact  that  he  has 
given  a  pledge  with  respect  to  the  Ser- 
vice Franchise  Bill,  because  if  so,  it  may 
alter  the  whole  course  of  conduct  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  not  only  in  regsad  to 
this  Bill,  but  in  regard  to  other 
measures. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  I  may 
now  answer  the  various  questions  which 
have  been  put  to  me  from  different  parts 
of  the  House.  Perhaps  the  most  im- 
portant points  raised  were  those  mentioned 
by  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down, 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  who  sits  near  him, 
by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  North- 
West  Manchester,  and  others,  with  regard 
to  Private  Members'  Bills.  I  think  the 
practice  has  been  that  Private  Members' 
Bills  which  are  either  far  advanced  or  not 
opposed  should  not  necessarily  be 
destroyed  by  such  a  motion  as  that 
which  I  am  now  nu^ng.  Particular 
reference  has  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down  to  a 
Private  Member's  Bill  which  is  in  the 
hands  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Dulwich.  No  pledge  has  been  given  with 
regard  to  the  Service  Franch^  Bill  by 
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the  Government  to  my  hon.  friend.  I  am 
told  that  this  Bill  is  very  far  advanced. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DD^KE:  It  is  down 
for  Report 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  quite  agree 
that  no  Bill  which  is  likely  to  occupy  any 
large  time  of  the  House  ought  to  be  dealt 
with  at  this  period  of  the  session.  Perhaps 
I  may  point  out  the  happy  inconsistency 
which  afflicts  some  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site. The  hon.  Member  for  West  Islington, 
while  taking  up  what  has  been  said  and 
reproaching  me  as  to  Private  Members' 
Bills,  said, — "  After  all,  there  is  one  Bill 
which  you  must  deal  with,  and  that  is  the 
Shop  Assistants  Bill."  It  does  not  seem 
to  have  occurred  to  him  that  the  Shop 
Assistants  BilJ  is  a  Private  Member's  Bill. 
I  hope  that  that  reflection  will  mitigate 
the  judgment  which  is  passed  on  this 
point  on  the  course  which  we  propose  to 
pursue  or  shall  pursue  with  regard  to 
Private  Members  Bills.  Then  I  have 
been  asked  as  to  the  Land  Tax  Oommis- 
sionera  Bill.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the 
chorus  of  approval  which  the  mention  of 
that  Bill  now  appears  to  call  forth  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  We  shall  be 
extremely  glad  to  pass  it,  and  if  the 
speeches  which  have  been  delivered  are 
any  sample  of  the  opinions  which  are  held 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  I  see  no 
reason  why  that  Bill  should  not  be  taken 
out  of  the  category  of  Bills  that  are  con- 
demned, and  elevated  to  the  happier  list 
of  Bills  that  may  become  law  in  the 
present  session.  An  hon.  Member  has 
asked  me  about  the  Tenants'  Im- 
provement Bill,  and  other  questions 
have  been  asked  me  about  Bills 
which  have  not  been  introduced.  As 
to  the  latter  point,  the  statement  I 
have  made  t<Miay  is  with  regard  to  Bills 
which  have  been  introduced.  I  think  that 
if  we  were  to  discuss  questions  as  to  Bills 
which  have  not  been  introduced,  wo 
should  be  travelling  far  out  of  our  proper 
course.  My  hon.  mend  the  Member  for 
King's  Lynn  and  another  hon.  friend  of 
mine  asked  questions  about  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Turkish  Loan.  Wliat  I  said 
to  the  House  on  that  subject  was  that 
negotiations  were  pending,  that  those 
negotiations  had  not  arrived  at  any  con- 
clusion, that  if  they  did  arrive  at  any 
conclusion,  and  it  was  desimble  to  deal 
with  them,  we  should  be  glad  to  do  so  if 
a  Bill  on  that  subject  was  likely  to  pass 
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without  controversy.  I  cannot  now  put 
it  differently  from  that.  The  negotiations 
have  not  been  completed,  and  no  Bill  has 
yet  been  drawn  up  on  the  subject. 
Another  hon.  Member  has  asked  about 
the  Resolution  as  to  the  appointment  of  a 
new  judge.  I  do  not  know  whether  I 
have  correctly  interpreted  his  remarks 
as  indicating  that  such  a  Resolution  will 
raise  much  controversy.  I  should  hope 
that  it  would  not  I  believe  that  suffi- 
cient grounds  can  be  adduced  in  the 
interests  of  suitors  for  the  appointment 
of  a  new  judge  which  are  of  such  an  over- 
whelming character  that  the  House  will 
readily,  agree  to  the  motion.  I  can 
promise  my  hon.  friend  that  in  any  case 
the  motion  shall  not  be  brought  on  after 
twelve  o'clock  at  night.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Berwickshire  asked  whether  it  would 
be  possible  not  to  pass,  but  for  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretaty  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  for  discussion  in  the  countir 
dealing  Mrith  factories.  I  will  consult 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary 
as  to  whether  such  a  course  would  be 
desirable;  but  I  am  not  sure  that  any- 
thing would  be  gained  by  bringing  in 
such  a  Bill  without  any  chance  of  passing 
it  into  law  during  the  session.  I  think 
that  meets  all  the  points  raised. 

Mr.  DILLON:  What  about  the 
Colonial  Olfice  Vote  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB :  The  Member 
for  East  Mayo  and  other  hon.  Members 
have  asked  me  questions  as  to  Supply.  A 
statement  of  the  kind  I  am  now  making 
usually,  I  think,  deals  with  the  legislative 
work  of  the  session,  but  I  make  no  com- 
plaint, I  need  not  say,  with  regard  to  the 
questions  which  have  been  put  to  me. 
The  hon.  Member  asks  me,  there  only 
being  a  few  days  left  for  Supply,  that  we 
should  devote  one  of  those  days  as  sug- 
gested, and  whether  we  contemplate  the 
possibility  of  Parliament  being  prorogued 
without  a  discussion  on  co^nial  jx^icy. 
I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  we 
feel  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
there  should  be  an  adequate  discussion  on 
the  Colonial  Vote  before  the  House 
adjourns.  We  feel  that,  in  the  present 
condition  of  .South  African  affairs,  it 
would  not  be  treating  the  House  of 
Commons  fairly  or  rightly  if  they  did  not 
have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  our  views 
and  of  expreBsing  their  own  in  return. 
Whether  the  Derate  which  I  have  in  my 
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mind  can  best  take  place  on  the  Colonial 
Vote  or  not  is  a  matter  which  is  open  to 
controversy.  I  will  consider  the  question, 
but,  whatever  the  decision  may  be,  I 
promise  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
House  that  they  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  fully  discussing  the  .colonial  policy 
before  we  separate  for  the  holidays.  A. 
question  has  been  asked  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  behind  me  about  the  War  Office 
Vote.  I  indicated  at  Question  time  that 
the  Volunteer  Vote,  which  stands  first  on 
the  Paper,  should  be  taken  first,  but,  con- 
sidering that  the  amount  of  time  we  can 
give  to  the  War  Office  Vote  next  Friday 
must  necessarily  be  limited,  I  think  it 
would  be  more  in  accordance  with  prece- 
dent and  more  convenient  that  I  should 
follow  the  views  expressed  by  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Belfast, 
and  put  the  Vote  for  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  first  among  the  War 
Office  Votes.  I  think  that  is  a  complete 
answer  to  all  the  questions.  To-morrow 
we  shall  continue  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Bill.  I  propose  to  take  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Niger  Company's  Bill  on 
Wednesday,  and  the  Third  Reading  of 
the  Tithe  Rent-Charge  Bill  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan- 
shire, Mid) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
when  he  moved  his  motion  did  not  men- 
tion a  word  about  the  special  privilege 
of  the  House  in  respect  of  the  half-past 
five  o'clock  rule  on  Wednesdays,  in  fact 
he  did  not  say  anything  at  all  about 
Wednesdays.  On  previous  occasions 
Wednesday  has  been  excepted.  With 
regard  to  Wednesdays  it  is  very  impor- 
tant to  know  whether  we  can  rely  upon 
having  one  evening  at  least  free  so  that 
we  can  fulfil  our  engagements.  When 
the  rule  was  suspended  towards  the  close 
of  the  session  last  year  I  think  it  was 
found  that  the  House  never  sat  later  than 
half-past  five  on  Wednesdays,  and  I  think, 
therefore,  it  would  be  well  to  exclude 
Wednesday  from  this  rule.  In  order  that 
there  shall  be  no  uncertainty  in  this 
matter  I  beg  to  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "  session  "  the  words  "  except  on 
Wednesdays." 

Mr.  WARNER  {Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) :  I  beg  leave  to  second  this  Amend- 
ment, and  in  so  doing  I  desire  to  impress 
upon  the  Government  the  necessity  of 
taking  the  Navid  Works  Bills  as  soon  as 
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possible,  so  that  this  meaanre  may  be  pro- 
perly discussed  by  the  whole  House. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"After  the  word  'BeosiiHi,*  to  insert  the  words 
'except  on  Wednesdays.  " — (Mr.  Samuel 
Evtau.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
l>e  there  inserted." 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
•CHEQUER(SirM.  Hicks-Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  I  have  not  spoken  to  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  on 
this  subject,  but  I  apprehend  that  his 
intention  is  to  include  Wednesday  in  the 
•operation  of  this  rule.  I  apprehend  that 
on  the  earlier  Wednesdays  there  is  no 
intention  of  pressing  the  dtting  to  the 
inconTenience  of  hon.  members,  but  ceiv 
tainly  towards  the  end  of  the  session  it 
may  be  necessary  to  prolong  our  sittings 
beyond  half-past  five  on  Wednesdays.  I 
may  say  that  this  rule  worked  well  last 
jrear. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  If  that  is 
;the  decision  of  the  Government  I  will  not 
put  the  House  to  the  trouble  of  a  Division, 
and  I  will  ask  permission  to  withdraw  my 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  J.  BRUNNER  (Cheshire,  Xorth- 
wich)  :  I  think  it  is  only  reasonable  that 
we  should  have  an  undertaking  that 
mothing  but  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Bill  shall  be  taken  to-night. 

Sk  M.  HICKS-BEACH  :  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Member  that  if  the  Bill  is  com- 
pleted to-night  nothing  else  will  be 
taken. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs): 
We  have  had  a  very  satisfactory  state- 
ment that  the  War  Office  Vote  will  receive 
full  discussion,  but  in  reference  to  the 
Colonial  Vote  it  is  not  quite  certain 
whether  it  will  take  place  in  Committee 
-of  Supply  or  not.  There  are  remaining 
At  this  moment  only  two  clear  days  for 
■Supply,  and  I  wish  to  get  a  promise  that 
the  Colonial  Office  Vote  will  not  be  taken 
on  either  of  the  subsequent  two  days, 
because  to  limit  the  discussion  of  such  an 


important  question  as  the  Colonial  Office 
Vote,  which  might  come  on  at  a  very  late 
hourof  the  evening,  would  be  grossly  unfair, 
and  it  would  be  impoaaible  to  adequately 
discuss  the  Vote  under  such  circumstances. 
If  we  are  to  have  this  Vote  fully  dis- 
cussed it  is  obvious  that  we  must  take  it 
on  Friday  week.  There  is  only  one  other 
free  day,  and  that  is  Friday  week,  and  it 
would  simplify  matters  very  much  if  the 
Government  would  take  the  Vote  on  that 
day.  With  regard  to  Supply  generally, 
I  think  the  attention  of  the  House  ought 
to  be  called  to  the  Pa^er  which  we  re- 
ceived this  morning.  We  have  already 
got  to  pass  seventy-seven  Votes.  It  is 
true  that  as  regards  one  or  two  of  the 
Votes  wo  have  idready  had  a  few  hours' 
debate  upon  them,  but  there  are  a  number 
of  very  important  Votes  which  have  not 
yet  been  passed,  and  which  it  is  reason- 
able to  assume  that  some  hon.  Members 
desire  to  discuss.  There  is  the  Foreign 
and  Colonial  Service  Vote,  and  the  Votes 
for  the  Stationery  Office,  House  of  Lords, 
House  of  Commons,  the  Treasury,  the 
Local  Government  Board,  the  Home 
Office,  the  Foreign  Office,  and  the  Colonial 
Office.  These  are  only  a  few  out  of  the 
seventy-seven  Votes  which  we  have  to 
T»38  in  the  two  clear  days  before  us. 
With  regard  to  Private  Members'  Bills  I 
think  we  should  have  some  declaration  at 
once  as  to  what  the  intention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is.  It  is  quite  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  Government  will  be 
assisted  by  the  Opposition  in  passing  some 
of  these  measures  through  the  House.  I 
think  the  measures  mentioned  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  constitute 
the  most  modest  programme  from  a  non- 
contentious  point  of  view  that  we  have 
yet  had.  We  may  be  able  to  assist  in 
passing  this  programme  if  the  Grovem- 
ment  will  declare  what  Private  Bills  they 
intend  to  "  star,"  if  they  intend  to  "  star  " 
any.  With  regard  to  late  sittings  I  think 
we  ou^ht  to  have  a  promise  that  unless 
there  is  some  very  substantial  reason  the 
House  shall  not  sit  after  one  o'clock.  It 
is  not  fair  to  keep  Members  sitting  here 
without  knowing  how  long  they  are  going 
to  be  kept,  and  it  is  not  right  for  impor- 
tant legislation  to  come  on  oefore  a  small 
House. 

Captain  NORTON :  I  only  desire 
to  support  what  my  hon.  friend  has 
said  in  regard  to  Private  Bills.  There 
is    he  Service  Franchise  Bill,  to  which 
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are  going  to  offer  the  greatest 
possible  amount  of  opposition.  The  right 
non.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House 
gave  us  no  pledge  in  reference  to  that 
question,  and  we  wish  to  know  whether 
that  Bill  is  to  be  brought  forward.  There 
is  also  the  Metropolitan  Streets  Bill.  I 
should  like  to   Know   whether  both 


these  Bills 
doned. 
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have  been  definitely  aboa- 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  —  Ayes,  286  ; 
Noes,  93.   (Division  List,.  No.  272.) 


Aird,  John 
AUsopp,  Hon.  Ueorge 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Archdale,  Edivard  Mervyn 
Aniuld,  Alfred 
Aruold-Fontter,  Hngh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Aslier,  Alexander 
Atkinson.  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt  JascelineFitzEtoy 
Bauey,  James  (Walwortli) 
Bairu,  John  George  Alexander 
Balearres,  Lord 
Balfoar,  I{t.Hn.  A.  J.  (Manc'r) 
Balfour,  Kt.Hon.G.M'.(LeedB) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bikmes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Rt.Hn.A.H.S-(Htint8.) 
Bariley,  (ieorge  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathar»t,HoD.  AIlenBen  iamin 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.  (Brifltol 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  A\'illiam 
BegK,  Ferdinand  FaitlifuU 
Bemroae,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Ix»rd  Henry  C. 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bethell,  Coiniimnder 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  JI.  M. 
Biddulpn,  Michael 
Bill,  Charles 
Bltindell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Artiiur  Griffith- 
Boulnoia,  Edmund 
Bowle9,Capt.  H.  F.(Middle>iex) 
Braasey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brunner,  Kir  John  Tomlinson 
Brvoe,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bullaril,  Sir  Harry 
Burt,  Thomas 
Butijier,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Campbell,KtHD.JA(GlaAgow) 
Campbell- Banner  man,  Sir  H. 
Carlue,  Willuim  Walter 
Carmicha«l,  Sir  T.  D.  iiibson- 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Causton,  Richard  KDii;ht 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanca.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Chailea  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Clialoner,  Captain  li.  (.i.  W. 
Clianiberlain,Kt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au»t'n(Worc'r 
Cliaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  \'i8count 
Cochi-ane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.E. 
CoddiDgton,  Sir  W^illiam 
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AYES. 

Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colling<!,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  C.  Ready 
Colston,  Charles  E.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cooke,C.W.KadcU^(Hererd) 
Coartney.Rt.Hon.  Leonard  H. 
Cox,  Irwin  EdwardBainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herbert  S.  (Boton) 
Cniddaa,  William  Donaldson 
Cnrzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrj'mple,  Sir  Chailes 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (.Chatham) 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dickson -Foynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Oigby,  John  K.  D>  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland,  fSx  F.  Dixon 
Doughty,  Georeo 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Drace,  GeoiTrey 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  SirWilliam  H. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Everehed,  Sydney 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Ferguson,  K.  C.Munro  (Leith) 
Fergus80n,Rt.Hn.Sir  J.(Mncr. 
Finch,  (George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Haj'en 
Fison,  Frederick  W  illiam 
FitzGerald ,  Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescae 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster.  Sir  Walter  (Derl^  Co. ) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gailit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.(C.ofLond.) 
Gibbs,HoD.Vicary(St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  SU"  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  RtHDGJ(St.  George's 
Goschen,  (>eorge  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham.  Henry  Robert 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbniy) 


Greene,.  W.  R.^  (Cambs.), 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hatdana  Richanl  BnrdoD 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charlea 
Hanouiy,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hatcli,  Ernest  Frederick  Cieo- 
Hayne,  Kt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hedderwick,  Thos.  Charles  H> 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hemphill,  Kt.  Hn.  Charles  H- 
Hill.Rt.HD.A.StaveleyfStafis. 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobbouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow)i 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Heniy 
Honldsworth,  Sir  Win.  Henijf 
Houston,  R  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  Henry  CeeiS 
Hudson,  George  Bickerstethi 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverboufe 
Je&eys,  Arthur  Frederick. 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnson-Ferguson,  JabezEdw. 
Johnstone,  HeywoiMl  (Sauex^ 
JoUifie,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kay  Shattleworth,RtHnSirU 
Kemp,  George 
Ken)*on,  James 
Kimoer,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Smnoor 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool^ 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (VorKs.) 
Lecky,  Kt.  Hn.  William  E. 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henrj-  Carrie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Leng,  Sir  Jolm 
Llewellyn,  E.  H,  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-  (SVns'a 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gttrald  Walter  Erskine 
LoDg,Rt.HnWalter(LiverpooL 
Lopes,  Henry  Varde  Bailer 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  <J.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool)* 
Maclean,  Jamea  Mackenzie 
Maclare,  Sir  John  WilUun. 
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M*Crae,  ^<M>rge 
M*Ku'aD,  William 
Malrolm.  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Maxwell.  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Midiileniore,  J.  Thro>ni>orton 
Milliank,  Sir  PowlettChaa.  J. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  Geo^ 
Milwanl,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Kobt.Jasper(Shropshire 
Morgan,HD.  F.  (Slonmonthsh. ) 
Morton,Artliur  H.A(Dei)tford 
Murray,  Kt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  ('.  J.  {Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henrj- 
Newark,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.Sir  H.Stafford 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Itobert  Torrens 
Palmer,  Geoi^e  W,  (Beading) 
Parkea.  Ebenezer 
Paulton,  Jaraea  Mellor 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington) 
Pender.  Sir  James 
Percy.  Earl 

Pickersgill.  Edward  Hare 
Pierpoint,  Kobert 
Piatt- Higginn,  Frederick 
Povell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
PriG*tley.SirWOverend(Edin. 


Purvis,  Robert 
Pym.  C.  (luy 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Kasch,  Major  Frederick  Came 
Hentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardnon,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Ridley.Rt.Hn.Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchle,Bt.Ho.Cha«.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Kotlischild,HoD.LionelWalter 
Round,  Jamea 
Koydn,  Clement  Molyneax 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Han'vS.  (Limehou»e) 
Sandys,  Lt.-t'ol.  Thos.  Myles 
Saj*Hoon,  Sir  Eilward  Albert 
Saunder^on,  Rt.  Hon.  CoL£.J. 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Uenrv 
Shar[«,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidel)Ottom,T  Harrop(Stalybr, 
Sideliottom,  William  (Derbys.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Ciii)t.  John  (Forfarsb. 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lonl  (Lanc^.) 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Larabetli) 


Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Start,  Hon.  Humphrey  Napiw 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf.Uoiv^ 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M, 
ToUemache,  Henty  James 
Ton^son,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philipe 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
lire,  Alexander 
Usboroe,  Thomas 

Valentia,  Viscoant 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  H. 

Waide,Ueut-Col.C.E.(Kent> 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
\Miarton,  Kt.  Hon.JohnLloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  K  (Dorset)* 
AV'illianiB,  Jos.  Powen-(Birm.)' 
'Vt^lliS  Sir  WUliam  Henry 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.)- 
Wolff.  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley.Rt.  Hon.C.B.  Stuart- 
WrightHon,  Thomas 
^\'yndllanI,  George 
AV^ndham-Quin,  Major  W.H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Tellers  fob  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstmther. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Allan.  William  (Gateshead 
A^iiitoo.  Thomas  (Sair 
Austin,  M.  (Limeiick,  W.) 
Bainbridge,  Emerson 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
BUl^n,  Alfred 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron.  SirChas.  (Glasgow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durluim) 
Carvill,  Patrick  Geo. Hamilton 
Channing,  CVancis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithness-sh.) 
Clough.  Walter  Uwen 
CoLihill,  Douglas  Harry 
Colville,  John 
('roiulrie,  John  William 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Bilke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Doognn,  P.  C. 

Douglan.  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Emutott,  Alfred 

Evans,  Samuel  T.(Glamorgan) 

Farquaiirsun,  Dr.  Kobert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Flynn,  Jame»  Christopher 

Goildani,  Daniel  Ford 

Holland.  W.  H.  (York.M*.  K.) 

Uumiiuan,  Frederick  John 


Humphreys-Owen.  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Mrrley) 
Jacoby,  James  A]fre<l 
Joicey.  Sir  James 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh. 
Kearley,  Huds4>n  E. 
Kllbri(le,  Denis 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lamliert  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  XV.  (Cumberland) 
LoQgli,  ThomaH 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Kent) 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Macaleese.  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.M.A.(Qu*naC) 
NacXeill,  John  (iordoa  Swift  | 
M'Ghee,  Richard  i 
M'Lnren.  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leo<l,  John 

Mapi'in.  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mendl,  Sigi:4n)und  Ferdinand 
Morgan.  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morton.&lw.J.C.  (Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 

G  ltrieii,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
()'*'oimor,Jiimes  (Wicklow,W. 
(t'Counor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 

Palmer,  Sir  ('.  M.  (Durham) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northunib. 


Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pilkington,SirG.A.(Lanc8SW 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  D^fburgh 
Roberts,  John  H.  (DenbigEs.). 
Runciman,  Walter 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Staflford). 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Sianliope,  Hon.  Phillip  J. 
St«adman,  WUliam  Charles 
Stratchey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (WestmeatJi)' 
homaa,  Abel(Cannarthen,£. ) 

Wallace,  Robert 

Warner,  Thos.  Conrtenay  T. 

Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport)- 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams.  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wihion,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woods,  Samuel 

Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 

Tellers  fob  the  Nobs.— 
Mr.  Dalziel  and  Captailb 
Norton. 
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Ordered,  That  for  the  remainder  of 
'.the  session  Government  business  be  not 
interrupted  under  the  provisions  of  any 
Standing  Order  regulating  the  sittings  of 
the  House,  and  may  be  entered  upon  at 
any  hour,  though  (mposed ;  and  that  at 
the  conclusion  of  Government  business 
•each  day  Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the 
.House  without  Question  put. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  (LOANS). 

Bill  to  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of 
■certain  local  loans,  and  for  other  purposes 
reCkting  to  loans  out  of  the  Loc^  Loans 
Fund,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Hanbury  and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  £x- 
•  chequer. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  (LOANS)  BILL. 

"To  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of 
certain  local  loans,  and  for  other  purpraes 

Telating  to  loans  out  of  the  Local  Loans 
Fund  ;  presented  accordingly,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 

.271.] 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  BILL. 
Order  for  consideration  of  the  BiU,  as 
:amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee), 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
•"That  the  Bill,  as  amended  (by  the 
-Standing  Committee),  be  now  con- 
sidered. 

*Mb.  STRACHEY  (Somersetshire,  S.): 
I  beg  to  move,  Sir,  that  the  consideration 
of  the  Bill  be  deferred  for  three  months 
on  the  ground  that  it  does  not  sufficiently 
guard  the  interests  of  the  consumer  and 
the  producer,  and  only  to  a  slight  extent 
prevents  dishonest  trading.  This  Bill 
was  sent  to  a  Grand  Committee  in  the 
hope  that  it  might  be  improved.  I  admit 
it  was  slightly  improved  in  two  respects, 
but  those  two  improvements  were  inserted 
against  the  wish  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  and  were  carried 
against  the  Government.  One  was  the 
question  of  the  inspection  of  margarine 
victories,  which  was  an  important  matter 
though  small  when  compared  with  the 
many  blots  on  the  Bill  The  Oovem- 
ment  never  gave  an  adequate  reason 
■why  they  were  so  much  in  love 
with  the  idea  that  margarine  should  be 
coloured  like  butter.  I  cannot  find  that 
they  are  supported  in  their  objection  to 
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the  prohibition  of  colouring  marearine  to 
resemble  butter  by  any  society  or  asso- 
ciation whatever.  Let  me  take  first  of 
all  the  traders,  both  wholesale  and  retail 
Certainly  their  organ,  the  Grocery  has  con- 
demned the  sanctioning  of  margarine  to 
be  coloured.  In  a  leader  on  the  4th 
of  March  on  the  subject  it  says : 

"  The  BiU  gives  no  aaaistanoe  in  the  way  of 
rendering  the  two  articles  distinct.  It  »imply 
forbids  and  penalises.  It  will  worry  honest 
traders  hy  more  inspection  and  prosecution, 
while  the  real  rogues  will  laugh  at  the  law." 

The  BiU  would  do  little  but  worry  the 
honest  trader.  In  many  respects  uso  it 
would  have  a  bad  effect  upon  the  con- 
sumer, who  will  have  margarine  foisted 
upon  lum  as  butter  when  coloured  to  look 
like  butter.  It  is  very  remarkable  to 
find  that  the  Manchester  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  which  represents  a  great  com- 
munity, where  five  million  pounds'  worth 
of  dairy  produce  are  distributed  every 
year,  have,  in  a  report  on  the  subject, 
condemned  the  colouring  of  margarine  to 
represent  butter.  Then,  again,  you  have 
the  wholesale  traders  objecting  to  it,  as 
well  as  the  retail  dealers,  and  the 
Manchester  and  Salford  District  Grocers' 
Assodation.  Honest  traders  desire  that 
there  should  be  a  means  by  which  the 
fraudulent  sale  of  margarine  coloured  to 
imitate  butter  should  be  put  down.  I 
desire  to  secure  the  reconsideration  of 
this  Bill  in  the  interest  of  the  consumer. 
No  doubt  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  may  get  up  and  say 
that  consumers  who  buy  mwgarine 
coloured  like  butter  will  not  be  taken  in, 
and  that  they  will  not  pay  a  higher  price 
for  it  than  if  it  were  not  coloured  to  look 
like  butter.  On  the  other  hand,  I  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  my  friend  the 
hon.  Member  for  Battersea,  one  of  the 
most  respected  and  representative  of  the 
Labour  Members  in  the  House,  voted 
in  favour  of  the  Amendment  for  prohibit- 
ing the  colouring  of  margarine,  and  he 
spoke  strongly  more  than  once  on  the 
subject.  Again,  I  was  supported  in  the 
Division  in  the  Grand  Committee  on  this 
subject  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Monnth, 
than  whom  no  one  is  more  respectea  as  a 
representative  of  the  working  Masses,  and 
whose  opinion  will  carry  greater  weight 
than  any  other  man  on  questions  of  this 
sort  as  affecting  working  men.  I  am  in- 
debted also  to  the  hon.  Niember  for  Chester, 
who  showed  the  attitude  taken  on  the  ques- 
tion by  the  organised  associations  of  work> 
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ing  men,  I  mean  die  trades  unions.  No 
feirer  than  388,099  members  ci  diese  trade 
unions,  including  miners,  masons,  ship- 
wrights, compositors,  Lancashire  weavers, 
and  railway  servants,  expressed  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  a  fraud  on  the  consumer 
to  allow  margarine  to  be  coloiuvd  to 
represent  butter.  I  have  said  enough 
from  the  traders'  and  consumers'  point  of 
-view  to  show  that  there  are  man^  blots  on 
the  KU.  I  need  hardly  say  that  if  the  ean- 
flumers  and  the  traders  bad  not  objected 
to  the  Bill  I  would  not  have  attempted  : 
to  move  its  postponement  with  the  object 
■of  allowing  the  Government  to  bring  in 
an  improved  BilL  There  is  every  reason 
to  beheve  that  if  this  were  postponed  the 
Oovemment  would  bring  in  a  better  next 
year ;  for  this  is  the  third  Bill,  and  every 
succeeding  one  has  been  an  improvement 
on  its  predecessor.  I  can  assure  the 
Tight  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bul  that  in  the  country  the  agricultural 
•classes  are  to  a  great  extent  agreed 
in  saying  that  they  would  rather  not 
liave  this  half-hearted  Bill ;  they  say  it  is 
worse  than  nothings  and  I  have  resolu- 
tions from  farmers'  dubs  Btatimj;  that  the 
BSll  is  not  of  any  use  at  all.  l^e  opinion 
<A  the  farmers  in  an  agricultural  county 
like  that  which  I  represent  should  have 
some  weight  with  the  Government  com- 
pared with  the  half  hearted  support  of 
the  C3entral  Chamber  of  Agriculture. 
Why  is  it  that  the  sale  of  margarine 
under  false  pretences  is  supported  1  Is 
it  that  the  Government  think  that  it 
eould  not  be  sold  if  it  were  not  coIoiu%d, 
and  that  no  one  would  buy  this  article 
unless  their  eyes  were  deceived  when 
'eating  it  7  I  venture  to  think  that  that 
aigument  is  wrong.  The  only  people 
who  wish  that  the  margarine  should  oe 
■coloured  are  the  margarine  manufacturers, 
who  get  larger  prices  for  their  margarine 
when  it  is  coloured  than  its  real  worth.  I 
agree  that  margarine  is  a  perfectly  whole- 
some food,  but  that  is  not  the  point.  The 
point  is,  why  should  not  the  working 
classes  be  able  to  buy  miogarine  at  the 
lower  prices  when  it  is  not  coloured  1 
The  working  classes  buy  as  tenpenny 
butter  what  ha»  been  purchased  by  the 
retailer  as  margarine  at  3d.  or  4d. 
per  lb.  It  is  said  that  the  prohibition  of 
colouring  would  decrease  the  consumption 
of  margarine,  but  in  Denmark,  where  no 
margarine  can  be  coloured,  the  con- 
sumption has  not  decreased  at  all,  but  has 
rather  increased,  and  amounts  now  to 
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12  lbs.  per  head.  In  Australia,  alsoi 
where  colouring  margarine  is  prohihited, 
the  margarine  trade  Eeis  largely  increased 
since  the  prohibition  of  colouring.  I 
am  perfectly  ready  to  see  the  sale  of 
margarine  increased  in  this  country  so 
long  as  it  is  sold  for  what  it  is  and  not 
for  what  it  is  not.  There  is  no  foundation 
for  the  assertion  wildly  made  by  the  mar- 
garine manufacturers  and  those  directly 
mterested  in  the  margarine  trade  that  the 
trade  would  be  killed  if  colouring  is 
'  prohibited.  It  is  absolute  nonsense  to 
talk  in  that  way.  I  have  dealt  with  the 
question  from  the  consumer's  and  to  a 
slight  extent  from  the  producer's  point  of 
view,  but  I  wish  to  emphasise  how  the 
honest  trader  will  be  prejudiced  by  the 
operation  of  the  Bill.  It  is  a  very  serious 
matter  indeed  for  him,  because  he  will  be 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  his  servants. 
A  man  might  have  a  large  number 
of  shops,  and  a  single  servant  who 
wanted  to  do  him  a  bad  turn  out 
of  spite  or  in  revenge  for  some  fancied 
grievance  mi^ht  pm-posely  sell  margarine 
as  butter  wit^.out  difficulty,  owing  to 
it  being  coloured  to  imitate  butter. 
And  if  that  happened  three  times 
then  the  unfortunate,  innocent  man 
would  be  liable  to  imprisonment.  Again, 
those  charged  under  the  Bill  ought  to 
have  the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury ;  but 
unfortimately  the  Government  refused  to 
permit  that  in  Grand  Committee.  In 
conclusion  I  hold  that  in  this  Bill  the 
interests  of  the  consumer  have  been 
neglected,  and  the  interests  of  the  traders 
prejudiced  in  a  most  objectionable  way 
for  no  useful  purpose ;  and  it  is  desirably 
therefore,  that  it  should  be  considered  at 
■A  later  date  in  order  to  allow  the  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  a  better  Bill.  I  beg  to 
move  that  the  Bill  be  considered  this  day 
three  months. 

Mb.  WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) :  I  beg  to  second  the  motion. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  three  months.'  "—{Mr.  Stmehey.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

*Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  The  form  in  which  the  hon. 
Member  has  submitted  his  modon  to  the 
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House  is,  I  imagine,  forced  upon  him  as  a 
matter  of  Paruamentar}'  practice,  and 
I  suppose  he  had  no  other  alternative 
to  nioviug  the  rejection  of  the  Bill.  In 
saying  a  few  words  on  the  subject,  how- 
ever, I  desire  to  dissociate  myself  from 
any  wish,  at  this  stage,  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Bill  As  regards  the  par- 
ticular question  of  colouring  margarine 
so  as  to  imitate  butter,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand  how  the  Government  have 
taken  up  the  ground  they  have  done  ;  for 
if  there  is  one  subject  which  unites  all  the 
agricultural  community  it  is  this  one. 
We  have  heard  from  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  that  this  proposal 
was  influentially  supported  in  the  Grand 
Committee.  We  have  no  authentic  re- 
cord of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Committee.  But  I  understand,  &om 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  told 
us,  that  certain  hon.  Members  repre- 
senting very  important  sections  of  the 
working  classes  supported  this  proposal  in 
the  Grand  Committee.  As  to  the  colour- 
ing of  one  article  to  look  like  another,  we 
are  asked  why  persons  should  be  denied 
the  liberty  of  making  the  £0*11016  they 
desire  to  sell  as  attractive  as  possible. 
Well,  nobody  is  allowed  to  gild  a  shilling 
to  pass  it  off  as  a  sf)vereigQ,  and  I  fail 
to  see  why  anyone  should  be  allowed 
to  so  disguise  one  article  of  food  as  to 
induce  persons  to  mistalce  it  for  another. 
I  said  just  now  that  the  agricultm-al  com- 
munity was  perfectly  solid  on  this  subject. 
I  have  l)een  for  a  great  many  years  asso- 
ciated with  agricultural  bodies,  and  it  is 
very  seldom  they  come  solidly  in  a  line  on 
a  sul>ject.  My  right  hon.  friend  was,  in  my 
judgment,  wasting  his  time  the  other  day 
when,  through  his  Tiatural  courtesy,  which 
he  extends  to  all  who  approach  him,  he 
received  a  deputation  representing  the 
Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture  upon 
another  subject.  The  chairman  refused 
to  introduce  it ;  the  vice-chairman  took 
a  similar  course,  and  I  for  one,  who 
have  been  for  many  years  connected 
with  the  Chamber,  and  many  others 
similarly  circumstanced,  would  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it.  Wy 
right  hon.  friend  was  called  upon  to 
devote  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
valuable  time  in  hearing  the  views  of  a 
section  of  the  Chaml>er  on  the  subject 
brought  before  them,  though  there 
was  considerable  difference  of  opinion 
thereupon.  But  this  is  a  question  on 
which  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agri- 

Mr.  James  Louiher. 


culture  practically  feels  as  one  man. 
As  a  nuitter  of  fact  there  is  abso- 
lute unanimity  amongst  the  agricultural 
community  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land  upon  this  subject*, 
and  supported  as  the  agricultural  com- 
munity on  this  occasion  is  by  representa- 
tives of  the  working  class  communities,  I 
think  we  have  the  right  to  urge  our  \iewA 
very  strongly  on  the  Government.  The 
Government  may  say  that  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  their  Bill  to  adopt  the 
course  suggested  to  them.  I  know  that  a. 
great  many  hold  the  view  that  the  hom. 
Gentleman  has  just  expressed,  that  so  far 
astheagriculturalinterestis  concemedthey 
hadbetterbe  without  a  Bill  at  all  than  have 
a  Bill  which  omits  the  most  important 
provision  of  all.  I  will  not  go  the  length 
of  saying  that  this  Bill  may  not  have 
some  useful  provisions,  hut  the  most 
widespread  disappointment  has  been 
created  throughout  the  country  amongst 
representatives  of  all  sections  of  the 
agricultural  interest  by  the  omission  of  a 
provision  preventing  the  colouring  of 
margarine  so  as  to  imitate  another  article- 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport) :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  approve 
the  method  adopted  by  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  South  Somerset*  in  bring- 
ing forward  his  motion  in  this  particulu- 
way.  I  certainly  do  not  agree  with  that 
method  at  all,  because  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  have  plenty  of  opportunities  as 
the  Bill  goes  on  of  bringing  forward  his 
pet  fad — for  really  that  is  what  he  is  con- 
tending for — that  the  prohibition  of  the 
colouring  of  margarines  should  be  en- 
forced. That  is  the  be-all  and  end-all  of 
his  argument.  But  he  has  gone  out  of 
his  way  to  suggest  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Bill  upstairs  has  not  been  such 
as  to  commend  itself  to  the  favourable 
consideration  of  the  House,  and  he  has 
suggested  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agricultxu^e^ 
in  charge  of  the  Bill,,  really  made  no  such 
thuig  as  a  concession.  I  really  think  that 
is  unfair  on  the  face  of  it.  I  paid  particu- 
lar attention  to  the  proceedings  upstairs^ 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  every 
conceaaion  he  possibly  could — as  to  which 
I  am  not  speaking  merely  my  own  opinion,, 
but  that  of  maay  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  who  feel  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman conducted  the  Bill  in  an  admirable 
manner,  and  made  every  concession  ho 
possibly  could.    The  tight  hon.  Geotle- 
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man  said  at  the  outset  that  he  was  quite 
prepared  to  accept  any  Amendment  that 
would  strengthen  the  Bill,  and  therefore 
I  think  my  hon,  friend  has  taken  an 
extraordinary  course. 

*MiL  STRACHEY :  I  am  sure  my  hon. 
friend  does  not  wish  to  misrepresent  me. 
I  did  not  say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man matle  no  concessions,  but  that  the  two 
most  important  Amen(iments  put  in  the 
Bill  were  resisted,  showing  that  the  i 
Government  did  nothing  to  assist  in  carry- 1 
ing  them.  | 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  I  do  not  think  that  I 
point  is  worth  raising.  It  was  thoroughly  j 
well-known  to  all  of  us  that  the  Govern- 1 
ment  had  an  open  mind  on  the  question,  | 
and  they  loyally  accepted  the  Amend- ; 
ments  which  were  carried  in  Select  Com-  i 
mittee.    The  hon.  Gentleman  could  have  ■ 
objected  there,  but  instead  of  that  he 
satisfies  himself  by  moving  what  practi- ' 
cally  amounts  to  the  rejection  of  the  Bill. ' 
That  is  why  I  disagree  with  him,  and  I 
object  to  the  course  he  has  now  taken. 
The  Bill  itself  will  go  a  long  way  towards 
repressing  the  frauds  of  which  my  hon. 
hiend  complains.    The  Government,  act- 
ing upon  the  recommendation   of  the 
Select   Committee,  have  determined  to 
prohibit  these  margarine  mixtures,  which 
are  at  the  root  of  the  question  ;  and  they 
have  taken  powers  under  this  Bill  to  make 
local  authorities  enforce  the  Statute  as  it 
exists  at  present.    It  was  proved  before 
the  Select  Committee  that  the  main  cause, 
almost,  of  all  this  licence  to  adulterate 
was  because  the  local  authorities  did  not 
act.    The  (Jovemment  have  taken  very^ 
strong  steps  to  see  that  the  local  authon- 
ties  in  the  future  enforce  the  Act.  They 
have  also  taken  steps  for  the  inspection 
of  goods  at  the  port  of  entry,  and  by 
Order  in  Council  can  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  any  goods  which  are  not  as 
they  should  be.    They  have  also,  acting 
again  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Select  Committee,  made  provision  for 
increasing  penalties ;  and  in  the  case  of 
those  persistent  and  fraudulent  men  who, 
in  spite  of  ordinary  fines,  go  on  con- 
tinuing this  iniquitous  system  of  imposing 
adulterated  articles  on  the  public,  they 
have  taken  power  to  imprison.    That  will 
go  a  long  way  towards  stamping  out 
these  frauds.    My  hon.  friend  says  there 
are  two  classes  of  objectors — one  the 
traders,   who  object  because  they  are 


going  to  be  subject  to  imprisonment. 
But  nobody  is  going  to  be  subject  to  im- 
prisonment unless  he  is  guilty  of  fraud  ; 
and  because  men  who  carry  on  dishonest 
practices  are  to  be  subject  to  imprison- 
ment, are  we  to  throw  out  the  Bill  f  It  is 
monstrous.  Having  taken  considerable 
interest  in  the  Bill,  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment have  behaved  well  in  the  matter, 
and  I  intend,  so  far  as  I  can,  throughout 
these  proceedings  to  give  them  my  most 
consistent  support. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby):  I  must  say  that  I 
listened  with  astonishment  to  the  hon. 
Member,  claiming  as  he  does  to  represent 
the  agricultural  interest,  when  he  asked 
the  House  to  reject  the  Bill  because  it 
does  not  contain  a  prohibition  of  colour- 
ing. The  abuses  which  have  crept  into 
the  sale  of  food  and  drugs  are  largely 
owing  to  the  fact  that  in  some  parts  of 
the  country  the  law  is  not  administered 
at  all,  and  in  other  parts  only  with  laxity. 
But  the  change  we  have  made  in  that 
direction,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Devon- 
port  has  indicated,  has  been  to  strengthen 
the  powers  possessed  by  the  central 
department ;  and  I  venture  to  suggest, 
speaking  with  full  knowledge  of  the  re- 
spwnsibility  which  I  hold  in  this  matter, 
that  if  the  House  sees  fit  to  pass  this  Bill 
in  its  present  form,  and  to  give  us  the 
increased  powei"3  which  we  ask  for,  we 
shall  be  able,  in  no  very  long  peiiod  of 
time,  to  deal  successfully  with  the  greater 
part  of  the  offences.  The  main  part  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  ^ech  was  devoted 
to  the  question  of  colouring.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  necessiry  for  me  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  more  than  to  say 
that  I  adhere  absolutely  to  the  views  I 
expressed  on  the  Second  Reading  and 
upstairs,  and  I  shall  be  prepared,  when 
the  time  comes,  to  justify  my  view— viz., 
that  it  would  be  impolitic  and  unjust  to 
introduce  a  prohibition  of  colouring  in 
relation  to  one  article  of  food,  while 
leaving  all  the  others  untouched.  But  I 
will  go  further,  and  say  that,  notwith- 
standing the  evidence  the  hon.  Gentleman 
product,  I  believe  that  if  prohibition  were 
made  the  law  of  the  land  in  this  country, 
it  would  do  little  good  in  reducing  the 
competition  between  margarineand  butter, 
while  it  would  interfere  materially  with 
the  production  of  an  article  of  food  which 
is  wholesome  and  ought  to  be  ivithin  the 
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reach  of  those  who  desire  to  consume  it. 
The  colouring  of  margarine  has  nothing 
to  do  with  price.  The  colouring  is  the 
same  whether  the  margarine  be  cheap  or 
expensive.  The  hon.  Gentleman  declared 
that  the  Amendment,  if  carried,  would  not 
interfere  with  this  article  of  food,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  increase  the  production  of 
a  cheap  article.  That  would  not  be  the 
effect,  either  on  the  price  or  on  the 
quantity,  of  the  prohibition  of  colouring. 
The  omy  effect  would  be  materially  to 
interfere  with  the  production  of  a  very 
valuable  article  of  food  which  ought  not 
to  be  interfered  with  unless  it  was 
injurious  to  health.  1  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  give  more  reasons  at  present 
why  the  House  should  now  proceed  to  the 
further  consideration  of  the  Bill,  which 
has  received  most  cai-eful  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  a  very  largely  attended 
Standing  Committee,  and  is  now  quite 
npe  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
House. 


*Sm  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee):  I 
think  it  would  both  reduce  and  simplify 
the  discussion  on  these  clauses  if 
for  a  shoit  time  we  considered 
the  very  importairt  principle  underlying 
this  Amendment.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
moved  the  Amendment  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Thanet,  while 
they  agree  in  scarcely  anything  else,  quite 
agree  in  letting  us  see  what  the  intentions 
of  this  Bill  are.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Somerset  said  it  would  do  no  good  to 
the  agricultural  interest,  while  the  strong 
assertion  of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the 
Member  for  Thanet  was  that  upon  this 
Bill  the  agricultural  interest  was  solid 
and  spoke  with  one  voice.  I  observe 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  pre- 
sent at  a  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  Chambers  of  Agriculture  held 
since  this  Bill  pas-sed  through  the  Grand 
Committee.  A  report  was  made  to  that 
meeting  in  strong  terms  in  favour  of  the 
prohibition  of  the  colouring  of  margarine, 
and  also  in  favour  of  the  limitation  of  the 
mixture  of  butter  fat  with  margarine  to 
10  per  cent.  It  is  true  that  to  a  certain 
extent  there  was  a  chorus  of  approval  of 
those  recommendations,  but  there  was 
one  intelligent  Scotsman  at  that  meeting, 
and  from  an  unusual  lapse  of  memory  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  have 
entirely  forgotten  what  Mr.  Buchanan 

Mr,  Long. 


said.  What  that  gentleman  said  was. 
that 

"they  would  never  get  the  prohibition  of  the 
colonring  of  margarine  through  Parliament 
unless  they  could  prohibit  the  colouring  of  alL 
dairy  products.  It  seemed  to  him  tliat  the 
colounng  of  dairy  produce  was  a  deceptioa 
just  in  the  same  way  that  the  colouring  of 
margarine  was  a  deception.  Surely  when  they 
put  colouring  into  white  butter  to  imitate- 
good  butter  it  was  to  make  thfl  public  believe 
that  it  was  a  much  richer  batter  than  it  really 
was.  Why  f>honld  there  not  be  an  all-roima 
prohibition  of  colouring  ?  " 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER:  Did  he  get 
a  seconder  7 

Sir  JOHN  LENG :  He  did  not  make 
a  motion,  so  that  no  seconder  was  re- 
quired, but  he  spoke  words  of  truth  and 
sense  which  did  not  appear  to  have  been 
very  acceptable  to  those  who  heard  them. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  that 
in  my  objection  to  the  limitation  of  the- 
colouring  of  this  particular  article  I  am 
simply  following  the  example  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Chamber  of  Agriculture  on  that 
occasion.  I  am  opposed  to  this  Bill  on 
diametrically  opposite  grounds  to  those 
which  have  been  advanced.  I  oppose  it 
because  it  betrays  an  almost  insane  hos- 
tility to  an  innocent,  wholesome  and 
nutritious  article  of  food,  and  further^ 
because  I  r^ard  it  as  the  child  of  a- 
delusion  of  the  agriculturists  as  to  how 
they  are  to  be  benefited — how  makers  of 
one  kind  of  agricultural  produce  may  be 
advantaged  at  the  expense  of  makers  and 
dealers  in  another.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  shown  that  the  genesis  of 
this  Bill  is  from  a  Protectionist  point  of 
view.  I  sat  upon  the  Adulteration  of 
Foods  Committee,  and  also  took  part  in 
the  discussions  of  the  Standing  Committee 
— and  that  is  my  reason  for  venturing  to 
trespass  on  the  attention  of  the  House  at 
this  time — and  I  saw  there  that  the  one 
thing  upon  which  the  representatives  of 
the  agricultural  and  butter  interests  as 
distinguished  from  the  margarine  interests 
were  united  was  in  this  endeavour,  if 
possible,  to  proscribe  margarine  as  an 
article  of  food,  to  make  it  unsaleable, 
either  by  compelling  it  to  be  sold  entirely 
uncotoured  or  to  be  discoloured,  and  to 
surround  the  sale  of  it  in  every  form  and 
way  with  such  pains  and  penalties  that 
the  ordinary  dealer  would  be  deterred 
from  dealing  in  it.  What  did  we  witness  last 
session  and  the  session  l)efore  X  We  had  a 
large  tmmber  of  petitions  addressed  to 
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this  House  from  chambers  of  agriculture, 

Xicultural  associations,  and  other  people, 
of  the  usual  machine-made  character, 
all  in  the  same  form,  and  really  originat- 
ing; in  the  same  quarter.  To  show  that 
t^is  nuBtaken  idea  of  the  agricultund 
interest  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  anti- 
margarine  Bill — for  that  is  what  the  Bill 
is — the  petiti(m  stated : — 

"  We  earnestly  pray  your  hononrable  House* 
and  especially  those  Members  of  it  who  repre- 
sent agricultural  constituencies,  without  dis- 
tinction of  Party,  to  take  immediate  atepH  to 
prevent  the  aitilicia!  coloarin^^  and  to  prevent 
the  mixing  of  maif^rine  and  batter,  and  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  adalterated  batter." 

In  the  whole  of  the  petitions  which  have 
been  presented,  no  petitioner  has  ever  ven- 
tured to  say,  or  to  make  the  allegation, 
that  margarine  is  injurious  to  health,  that 
it  has  caused  disease,  or  that  its  use  has 
resulted,  in  any  ailment  or  epidemic.  The 
agitation  to  which  I  have  referred  culmi- 
nated finally  in  this  Bill  which  has  been 
forced  upon  the  Government.  The  proper 
department  to  have  introduced  the 
measure  is  the  Local  Government  Board, 
the  aMe  Secretary  of  which  presided  over 
the  Select  Committee.  At  one  time 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  was  urged  to  introduce  this  Bill, 
but  he  was  wise  and  would  not  touch  it, 
notwithstanding  all  the  entreaties  and 
remonstrances  that  were  addressed  to 
him.  The  Bill  has  at  length  been  intro- 
duced by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
but  no  sooner  was  it  introduced  than  it 
could  be  seen  that  it  was  a  great  disap- 
pointment to  those  who  had  pressed  for 
it.  It  did  not  propK>se  to  accomplish 
what  they  desired,  it  did  not  propose 
that  margarine  should  be  uneoloured 
like  lard,  or  made  blue  or  pink,  or 
any  other  colour  offensive  to  the 
eye.  Attempts  were  made  in  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  to  prohibit  the  colouring, 
but  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture resisted  those  attempts ;  and  I 
hope  he  will  steadily  resist  them  to  the 
hwt,  and  in  so  doing  he  will  have  the 
support  of  many  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House.  He  recognised  that  a  large 
branch  of  a  perfectly  legitimate  trade  was 
endangered.  AVhat  is  the  contention  of 
the  opponents  of  margarine  ?  It  is  not 
that  it  is  unwholesome  or  innutritions; 
it  is  not  that  it  is  distasteful  or  unpleasant 
in  any  way.  The  great  complaint  is  that 
it  is  too  much  like  butter,  that  it  cannot  be 


diBtinguished  from  butter,  and  that  good 
margarine  is  far  better  than  ill-made 
butter,  and,  worst  ot  all,  the  great  offence 
of  margarine  is  that  it  is  too  cheap. 

An  Hon.  Member:  It  is  the  8ame> 
price  as  butter. 

Another  Hon.  Member:  It  is  sold. 

for  butter. 

*SiR  JOHN  LENG:  I  am  not  blinking 
any  fact.  I  know  that  the  assertion  is- 
that  it  is  sold  by  the  ret^era  of  butter, 
and  that  purchasers  are  defrauded.  That 
is  the  contention  of  the  opponents,  and  no 
doubt  we  shall  have  it  reiterated  to- 
night. I  will  meet  those  objections.  First 
of  all,  as  to  mar^rine  as  an  article  of 
food.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  taken  on  my 
word  that  it  is  a  wholesome  thing.  I  have: 
sought  in  vain  in  the  "Encyclopaedia. 
Britaniiiea "  for  any  reference  to  the 
article,  but  in  another  Encyclopsedia,  the 
fairness  and  impartiality  of  which  has- 
never  been  doubted — Chambers's  Encyclo- 
pEedia,  the  1888  edition — margarine  is 
spoken  of  under  the  name  it  was  then 
laiown  by,  viz.,— butterine.  That  work, 
speaks  of  it  thus : — 

*'  Batteiine  is  a  snbfitance  which  when  well 
made  cannot  be  distinguished  from  good 
bntter  except  by  chemical  analysis.  It  is  now 
Hoid  as  inar^rarine,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a. 
valuable  a<ljunct  to  the  food  of  the  labouring 
cla.ssefl.  It  is  ma<le  with  great  care  and  skill 
from  the  finest  ox -fat,  which  is  passed  through 
an  elaborate  and  highly  scientific  process  of 
purification.  It  is  then  mixed  with  a  varving 
proportion  of  real  butter,  and  flavoured  ^ 
washing  with  milk,  and  finally  marketed  in 
large  quantities  in  a  beantifai  uniform 
condition." 

Then  in  the  Select  Committee  we  found 
that  great  regard  was  paid  to  the  opinion 
of  public  analysts.  Let  me  quote  one  or 
two  sentences  from  one  of  these.  Mr. 
Stokes,  public  analyst  to  Paddington, 
writing,  says,  margarines 

"are  well-made  snbatitntes  for  batter,  from 

which  they  cannot  be  distinguished  except  by 
analysis.  So  far  as  nutritive  value  goes  they 
are  in  my  opinion  as  digestible  and  as  nutn- 
tious  as  butter.  They  do  not  contain  so  iimcli 
water  as  some  of  the  low-grade  samples  of 
butter.  As  for  flavour  and  palatability,  they 
are  vastly  to  be  preferred  to  some  inferior 
samples  of  butter  sold  at  much  higher  prices. 
Sola  as  margarine  they  would  by  their  cheap- 
ness and  agreeableness  and  nnifomiity  and 
quality  be  a  boon  to  the  community." 

I  could  add  several  other  testimonies  of 
the  same  character.    As  to  the  allegation 
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■of  fraud,  I  am  not  a  defender  of  fraud  or 
of  fraudulent  dealing.  I  wish  everything  to 
be  sold  for  what  it  is.  But  I  assert,  and 
I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  it, 
that  the  Margarine  Act  of  1887  contains 
very  stringent  provisions,  all  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  consumer,  and  that  it  is  a 
very  special  and  peculiar  legislation  which 
would  go  beyond  that.  According  to  the 
Act  of  1887  the  word  "  margarine  "  is  to 
mean  "  all  substances,  whether  compounds 
or  otherwise,  prepared  in  imitation  of 
butter,  and  whether  mixed  with  butter  or 
not,  and  no  such  substance  shall  be  law- 
fully sold,  except  under  the  name  of 
imargarine."  That  is,  if  you  put  the 
■smanest  percentage  of  margarine  into 
butter  you  must  call  the  whole  of  it 
mio-gnrine.  This  is  not  applied  to  any 
«ther  mixture  whatever,  but  simply  to 
margarine.  Then,  all  packages  containing 
margarine  have  to  be  branded  with  the 
word.  When  it  is  exposed  for  sale  it 
must  be  labelled  in  capital  letters  one  and 
■a  half  inches  square.  This  is  in  the  exist- 
ing Act.  When  sold  it  is  to  be  delivered  in 
a  paper  wrapper  ;  the  wrapper  must  have 
■"margarine"  printed  on  it  in  capital 
letters  a  quarter  of  an  inch  square.  So 
ithat  according  to  the  present  law  mar- 
garine cannot  be  sold  or  exhibited  for 
sale  without  full  and  ample  notice  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  margarine.  Then,  manu- 
facturers of  margarme  have  to  be  regis- 
tered ;  inspectors  are  empowered  to  take 
samples,  and  fines  may  be  imposed  not 
exceeding  £20  for  the  first  offence,  £50 
for  the  second  offence,  and  £100  for  the 
third.  We  say  that  the  Act  of  1887  is 
■quite  strong  enough,  that  its  penalties  are 
heavy  enough,  and  that  it  would  be  found 
■quite  sufficient  for  dealing  with  these 
matters  if  duly  enforced.  I  do  not  object 
at  all  to  the  clause  in  the  proposed  Bill 
for  securing  its  more  active  and  uniform 
enforcement.  But  you  have  to  take  care 
of  this  fact.  Complaint  has  been  made 
of  the  unwillingness  of  the  magistrates  to 
convict,  or  to  inflict  the  heavy  fines  which 
can  beinflictedunderthepresent  Act.  What 
is  that  but  a  proof  that  the  magistrates 
doubt  the  wisdom  of  making  a  distinction 
'between statutory  offencesand  whatare  not 
really  moral  crimes  t  The  sense  of  justice 
revolts  against  making  unreal  crimes,  and 
it  woula  rebel  even  more  against  the 
heavy  penalties  which  are  here  pn^Kised, 
and  the  still  heavier  penalties  which  some 
desire  to  have  superimposed,  in  the  Bill 
inow  before  the  House.    I  have  here  one 
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page  of  the  British  Food  Journal  for 
the  month  of  June,  showing  that  when 
prosecutions  are  instituted  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  clear  cases  in  obtaining  con- 
victions and  securing  heavy  penalties. 
All  that  is  wanted  is  to  go  on  putting  the 
existing  Act  into  operation.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  with  repeated  prosecu- 
tions the  cause  of  the  prosecutions  would 
cease  to  exist.  I  have  spoken  of  the 
genesis  of  this  Bill  as  arising  from  a 
delusion  in  the  minds  of  the  agri- 
culturists. They  think  that  margarine 
is  the  great  enemy  from  which  they  sutfer 
in  the  butter  trade.  I  will  only  detain 
the  House  one  or  two  minutes  in  showing 
that  that  is  an  utter  deludon.  The  fact 
is  that  the  imports  of  foreign  margarine 
for  some  years  past  have  steadily  de- 
creased. On  the  other  hand,  the  imports 
of  foreign  and  colonial  butter  have  more 
than  doubled  in  quantity  and  nearly 
doubled  in  value  since  the  Margarine  Act 
was  passed.  Take  first  the  figures  with 
regard  to  butter.  The  imports  of  foreign 
butter  in  the  year  1887,  the  year  the 
ilargarine  Act  was  passed,  were  in 
quantity  1,51.3,134  cwts.,  and  the  value 
was  £8,010,374.  The  intervening  years 
show  a  steady  growth  in  the  imports  and 
in  the  value  from  year  to  year,  until  last 
year,  1898,  the  quantity  went  up  to 
3,209,092  cwts.  — more  than  double- 
while  the  value  increased  to  £15,960,571, 
nearly  double  the  amoimt  in  l5v87. 
The  Board  of  Trade  Returns  confirm  these 
figiu-es,  and  show  that  from  Denmark  and 
Holland  more  especially  there  has  been  a 
very  large  increase.  The  right  Hon. 
Gentleman  referred  to  the  fact  that  mar- 
garine had  been  specially  dealt  with  in 
Denmark.  The  reason  why  is  simple. 
The  Danish  farmers  and  producers,  and 
the  Danish  Grovemment  which  protects 
them,  have  first  of  all  established  a  ver^ 
high  standard  of  excellence  iar  their 
butter,  and  they  have  been,  and  are, 
naturally  most  anxious,  having  got  so 
large  and  strong  a  hold  on  the  British 
market,  to  maintain  it,  and  therefore  they 
are  justified  under  the  circumstances  in 
excluding  any  danger  of  the  idea  spread- 
ing that  Danish  butter  is  mixed  with  mar- 
garine. If  we  were  Danish  farmers  I 
think  we  should  take  the  same  course. 
But  not  only  have  the  farmers  in  Ben- 
mark  and  France  and  other  countries 
largely  increased  their  exports,  but  our 
own  colonies  have  done  the  same.  The 
Board  of  Trade  Returns  for  1898  show 
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that  there  has  been  a  wonderful  increase  \ 
in  the  exportation  from  Australia,  New  j 
Zealand,  and  Canada.    I  met  a  Govern- 
ment official  from  New  Zealand  the  other 
day,  and  he  told  me  they  were  only 
beginning  to  send  butter,  and  that  they 
would  send  it  in  larger    and  larger 
quantities.    The  last  reports  from  Canada 
are  to  precisely  the  same  effect.    Why  is  i 
this  1    Because  the  farmers  abroad,  by  j 
their  intelligence  and  education,  by  their 
system  of  co-operation,  by  adopting  the  ' 
factory  system,  have  established  a  high  j 
standard  of  excellence,  which  they  main- ' 
tain.    And  not  only  that,  they  do  not : 
send  their  butter  as  our  farmers  send  it  \ 
to  markets  in  dribblets  of  a  few  pounds  at ; 
a  time ;  they  send  it  in  cwts.  and  tons, 
and  if  you  go  to  a  large  wholesale  dealer  he 
will  tell  you  that  he  can  rely  on  getting 
from  the  Ist  of  January  to  the  31st  of 
December  butter  ia  such  large  quantities 
as  he  needs  for  his  wholesale  or  retail 
business,  and  butter  against  which  there 
will  be  no  complaint.    I  have  shown  that 
so  far  as  butter  is  concerned,  the  imports 
have  been  steadily  increasing.    The  facts 
with  regai-d  to  margarine  are,  curiously 
enough,  just  in  the  other  direction.  So 
far  as  foreign  margarine   ia  concerned 
there  has  been  a  steady  diminution.  In 
1887  there  were   1,276,140  cwts.  im- 

Sorted,  while  last  3'ear  the  amount  had 
ecreased  to  899,875  cwts.  The  value  in 
the  same  period  had  gone  down  from 
£3,880,327  to  £2,383,774.  So  that 
some  of  the  opponents  of  margarine  are 
frightening  themselves  over  what  is  really 
slowly  but  steadily  disappearing  from  the 
market,  so  far  as  foreign  margarine  is 
concerned.  But  there  is  a  qualification 
upon  this.  While  the  importation  of 
foreign  margarine  has  been  diminishing, 
the  Home  manufacture  has  been  to  an 
almost  equivalent  extent  increasing,  thus 
fonning  a  new,  important  and  v^uable 
branch  of  home  trade  and  manufacture 
against  which  this  Bill  is  directed.  It  is 
generally  supposed  that  foreign  manufac- 
turers alone  are  affected.  Some  of  these 
large  home  manufacturers,  who  did  not 
wish  to  exaggerate  a  single  figure,  have 
told  me  after  careful  and  cautious 
estimate  that  they  are  making  conjointly 
600  tons  a  week,  or  30,000  tonsper  annum. 
At  £40  per  ton  that  means  a  manufacture 
of  £1,200,000  a  year.  They  further  said 
that  the  capital  invested  in  this  trade 
amounted  to  no  less  than  £1,500,000. 
That  is  not  an  imaginary  trade.    I  heard 
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hon.  Members  for  Ireland  cheering  some 
statements  adverse  to  margarine.    I  am 
somewhat  doubtful  whether  they  know 
the  extent  to  which  the  manufacture 
exists  in  their  own  country.    There  are 
large  manufactories   of   margarine  at 
Clarina,    County    Limerick ;  Clonmel, 
Limerick,  and  also  in  the  n^hbourhood 
of  Dublin.     Then,  in  our  own  country, 
there  are  such  mamdactories  as  those  at 
Birkenhead  and  Liverpool,  and  we  hare 
a  considerable  number  in  Scotland — at 
Dunraggitt,  Kilmarnock,  Cathcart,  Glas- 
gow, Craigmillar,  Mauchline  (Ayrshire), 
and  Leith  (Midlothian).    Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  this  is  a  large  and  important 
branch  of  trade,  and  to  that  extent  the 
more  these  agriculturists    go  against 
margarine  the  more  they  are  going  against 
their  own  interests.    Home-nurae  mar- 
garine is  taking  the  place  of  foreign 
margarine  with   advantage  to  British 
I  agriculturists.    It  has  been  fdso  found 
'  that  this  has  already  enhanced  the  price 
I  of  cattle  £1  per  head,  and  it  has  also  in- 
*  creased  the  demand  for  milk.    Even  the 
'  dairy  farmers  benefit  by  the  establish- 
ment of  well-appointed  margarine  factories 
'  both  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  they 
i  pay  the  farmers  high  prices  for  the  milk 
\  required  in  the  manufacture  of  margarine. 
The  landlords  already  find  that  farms  in 
'  the  neighbourhood  of  margarine  factories 
are  lettmg  at  higher  prices  than  they  did 
before.    I  commend  the  attitude  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  respect  to  this 
vexed  question  of  coloiuing.    I  will  not 
go  at  the  present  moment  into  the  clause 
dealing  with  this  subject,  because  when 
we  come  to  the  clauses  we  shall  be  able 
,  to  speak  upon  them  separately.    There  is 
,  only  one  point  about  which  I  should  like 
I  to  inquire.    I  notice  that  a  new  Com- 
\  mittee  is  to  be  appointed,  and  possibly 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  have  seen 
'  a  statement  published  in  theiVor^  Briiish 
I  Agriculturist,  in  the  issue  of  July  12th, 
in  which  it  points  out  that : 

"  On  Weilnesday  last,  aa  we  know  from  a 
I  sure  source,  Mr.  Long,  on  visiting  the  Highland 
I  show,  was  greatly  niortilied  at  &ing  informed 
I  that  there  was  no  likelihood  of  his  being  in- 
vited back  to  hold  aDother  conference  with  the 
Scottish  Chanilier  of  Agriculture  and  the  agri- 
cultural asHOoiations  affiliated  therewith.  On 
,  thti  following  day  it  was  made  known  to  the 
I  inner  circle  tliat  this  committee  to  investigate 
and  report  on  food  jireservatives  and  other 
i  questions  connected  with  the  Bill,  would  be 
'  appointed,  with  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  as  chair* 
man,  and  thi»  will  fnmish  a  good  excuse  for 
I  withdrawing  the  BiU  in  the  meantime,  and 
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having  it  parsed  in  an  amended  form  next 
session.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  ia  known  to  be 
sound  on  the  colouring  of  niai^arine  qnestion, 
and  is  very  anxiouB  to  get  Mr.  Long  'extri- 
cated from  tlie  bog,'  to  use  Mr.  Long's  own 
phrase." 

Mr.  long  :  Will  the  hon.  Gentleman 
ftllow  me  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  shadow 
of  foundation  for  the  statements  contained 
in  the  quotation  he  has  just  read. 

*Sm  JOHN  LENG :  I  am  glad  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made  the 
statement  that  there  is  no  intention  to 
get  behind  the  Bill.  The  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset  has  quoted  with  great 
emphasis  a  Report  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  Manchester.  All  I  know 
about  that  Report  is  that  I  read  it  very 
carefully,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  I 
received  the  statement  that  its  issue  was 
unauthorised  and  that  it  has  been  issued 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Chamber 
itself,  and  therefore  it  goe3  for  very  little. 
But  while  I  have  very  great  respect  for 
the  intelligence  of  Manchester,  I  have 
still  more  respect  for  the  intelligence  of 
Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  Leith,  and  Dundee, 
because  the  inhabitants  there  are  clear- 
headed, long-headed  people.  Let  me 
read  one  or  two  sentences  from  the 
petition  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  manufacturers  in  the  City  of 
Glasgow,  incorporated  by  Hoyal  Charter 
in  1783.    They  say: 

**  Your  petitioners  observe  that  by  the  pro- 
visions of  tlii»  Bill  a  novel  and  pernicious 
principle  is  proposud  to  he  introduced  into 
common  law.  Lf^slation  enforcii^  tlie  im- 
poverishment, injury,  or  total  suppression  of 
the  manufacture  of  any  wholesome  and  impor- 
tant food  ia  out  witli  all  existing  statutory 
enactment,  and  would  inHict  a  direct  injury 
alike  upon  the  consumers  and  upon  the  pro- 
ducer of  the  food. 

"Your  petitioners  are  of  opinion  that  tlie 
impoverislmient  of  margarine  is  unnecessary 
tUi  a  protection  a>!ainst  its  fraudulent  sale  as 
butter.  They  are  authoritatively  inforrlied  tliat 
the  mixture  of  margarine  and*  butter  can  he 
ascertained  by  chemical  analysis,  whether 
the  addition  amounts  to  10  or  50  per  cent,  of 
either  the  one  food  or  the  other.  The  conten- 
tion, therefore,  that  to  limit  the  quantity  of 
butter  in  margarine  to  10  per  cent,  w  neces- 
sary to  secure  a  conviction  under  the  Food  and 
rvugs  Act  ia  wholly  without  foundation." 


The  Edinburgh  Chamber  of  Commerce 
say : 

"  In  particular  your  petitionere  point  out 
that  Clause  8,  if  passed,  might  prove  the  de- 
struction of  the  margarine  trade — one  in  the 
inaintenance  of  wbich  all  classes  oi  the  com- 
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munity  (except  a  certain  section  connected 
with  the  home  dairying  interests)  are  directly 
or  indirectly  financially  concerned. 

"That  clause  would  make  unlawful  to 
manuffkctnre  or  sell  any  margarine  which  con- 
tains more  than  10  per  cent,  butter  fat, 
whereas  it  has  been  repeatedly  proved  by 
analysis  that  margarine  to  which  no  butter  haa 
been  added  may  contain  upwards  of  10  per 
cent,  butter  fat,  even  as  much  an  17^  per 
cent. 

"  Your  petitioners  further  are  of  opinion  that 
to  require  that  foot!  wliich  is  approved  hv  us© 
as  margarine  is  should  be  impoverished  before 
being  offered  for  sale  is  contrary  to  the  in- 
terest, and  is  opposed  to  the  usual  line  of  Par- 
liamentary legtstation." 

The  Chambers  of  Commerce  for  Leith  and 
for  the  city  which  I  represent  have  also 
strongly  petitioned  this  House  against 
the  Bill,  not  by  what  I  call  machine-made 
petitions  such  as  those  which  have  been 
presented  in  its  favour,  but  all  of  them 
by  petitions  couched  in  different  language 
and  framed  by  the  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce concerned.  When  we  come  to 
Clause  8  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  show 
that  it  is  altogether  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  enlightened  legislation,  and  that, 
at  all  events,  it  should  be  amended  in  a 
different  direction  from  that  which  has 
been  advocated  by  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  gangway.  The  last  objection  which  I 
make  to  this  Bill  is  its  denial  of  the  right 
of  trial  by  jury  of  the  persons  who  will  he 
subjected  to  very  heavy  fines  and  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour  under  its 
provisions.  The  penal  Section  provides 
that: 

"Where  a  person  guilty  of  an  offence  is» 
liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £50  that  iier-ion 
shall  be  liable  (if  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  a 
fine  will  not  meet  the  circumstances  of  the 
ca^e)  to  impriaonmeat  with  or  witJiont  hard 
labour  for  a  period  not  exceeding  three 
months." 

The  courts  before  which  these  ofiences 
will  be  tried  will  be  courts  of  summary 
jurisdiction,  and  it  is  quite  easy  to  con- 
ceive that  the  ma^trates  of  these  courts 
may  be  imbued  with  similtu'  feelings  with 
regard  to  margarine  as  those  which  have 
been  given  expression  to  in  this  House  ; 
and  they  may  easily  find  special  circum- 
stances to  justify  them  not  only  in  impos- 
ing heavy  lines,  but  also  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour  for  three  months.  I  do 
hope  that  this  House  will  not,  for  the 
first  time,  impose  upon  traders  who  may, 
in  certain  circumstances  quite  innocently, 
make  an  infraction  of  this  proposed 
statute,  a  penalty  which  will  subject  them 
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to  what  will  mean  absolute  ruin ;  for  if  you 
send  a  tradesman  or  general  dealer  to 
prison  for  three  months  with  hard  labour 
for  an  alleged  fraud,  you  may  not  only 
shut  up  his  shop,  but  he  need  never  again 
resume  business.  I  say  that,  in  such 
cases,  the  offenders  should  have  the  right 
of  appeal  to  a  British  jury,  and  for  that 
reason  I  have  adopted  an  Amendment 
which  was  drafted  by  the  late  Mr.  Ascroft, 
who  was  not  only  a  man  of  remarkable 
'Common-sense,  but  his  moral  rectitude 
was  shown  by  the  vigorous  action  he  took 
against  the  sharks  of  the  money-lending 
fraternity.  He  was  a  man  who  could  dis- 
tinguish between  moral  crimes  and  statu- 
tory offences,  and  it  is  his  Amendment 
which  I  have  adopted.  I  hope  that  that 
Amendment  will  receive  general  support 
in  this  House.  In  conclusion  I  trust  that 
the  House,  representing  all  interests  in  the 
country,  will  not  be  guided  solely  by  con- 
sideration merely  of  the  agricultural 
interest  or  the  interests  of  a  section  of 
tbe  dealers  in  butter,  but  will  also  con- 
sider the  interests  of  all  classes  of  con- 
sumers, many  of  whom  have  not  the 
means  to  purchase  high  price  butter,  and 
are  glad  for  their  wives  on  Saturday  night 
to  buy  a  cheap,  wholesome,  and  nutritious 
article  at  very  often  only  half  the  price 
of  butter.  Then  again,  we  should  respect 
those  manufacturers  who  have  invested  a 
large  amount  of  capital  in  margarine 
factories,  and  I  may  point  out  here  that 
there  has  been  no  case  since  the  Marga- 
rine Act  of  1887  was  passed  in  which  a 
prosecution  a^inst  a  manufacturer  has 
succeeded;  and  on  behalf  of  the  whole 
trading  and  commercial  interests  of  this 
country  T  do  hope  that  this  House  will 
not  lend  itself  merely  to  furthering  the 
interests  of  the  butter  associations  against 
the  margarine  associations.  What  I 
would  say  is,  let  the  English  farmers  and 
landed  proprietors  adopt  better  systems  of 
agriculture  and  cultivation,  and  devote 
themselves  more  to  self-reliance  and  self- 
help.  They  should  not  always  be  looking 
to  Parliament  to  improve  their  position ; 
this  rests  with  themselves,  and  they 
should  be  left  to  work  out  their  own 
salvation.  The  Scottish  farmers  do  not 
come  whining  to  this  House  for  assist- 
ance, for  they  agree  generally  with 
the  views '  expressed  by  the  Scotch 
Chambers  of  Commerce.  Let  our  own 
British  farmers  and  landed  proprietors 
endeavour  to  meet  the  foreign  and 
colonial  producer  of  batter  by  [nmlucing 


butter  themselves  of  an  equally  excellent 
quality,  in  equally  merchantable  quantities, 
and  at  the  same  price.  Surely  our  farmers, 
farming  their  own  land  near  our  gi-eat 
cities  and  populous  towns,  should  be  able 
to  compete  with  growers  on  the  other  side 
of  the  German  Ocean,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  even  at  the  Antipodes, 
in  Australia  and  New  Zealand.  These 
foreign  powers  have  to  pay  merchants' 
commission,  shipowners'  freights,  and 
insurance,  cold  storage,  and  also  the 
expense  of  refrigerating  chambers. 
Surely,  under  these  circumstances, 
British  farmers  ought  to  be  able  to 
compete  with  the  foieigners.  I  do  really 
hope  that  English  farmers  will  rely  more 
upon  themselves,  and  that  the  farmers  in 
the  South  of  England  will  imitate  the 
farmers  in  Scotland  in  this  respect.  I 
trust,  also,  that  the  deluded  membei'S  of 
the  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce 
will  take  an  example  from  the  Chambers 
of  Commerce  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow. 
If  this  House  decides  to  give  its  support 
to  these  views,  this  Bil^  before  Con- 
sideration is  finished,  wiU  receive  a 
number  of  very  important  Amendments. 

*SiR  "WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  In  the  discussion  which  has 
arisen  upon  the  proposiil  of  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Somerset,  we 
have  been  drifting  into  adebate  in  reference 
to  the  producera  of  agricultural  produce 
and  the  manufacture  of  ceitain  articles  of 
food.  In  that  discussion,  which  is  so  far 
not  altogether  unjustifiable,  very  little  has 
been  said  about  the  consumer,  although  it 
is  the  consumer,  who  above  all  others,  is 
interested  in  this  Bill.  Our  ol)ject  in 
trying  to  make  this  measure  better  has 
been,  as  far  as  possible,  to  secure  the  con- 
sumer from  fraud  or  from  anything  that 
is  injurious  to  his  health  or  his  pocket. 
If  we  bear  that  principle  in  mind,  I  think 
this  Bill  will  commend  itself  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  and  before  it  leaves 
this  and  the  final  stage  it  will,  I  hope,  have 
been  so  altered  as  to  be  a  measure  which 
will  be  a  benefit  to  the  great  masses  of 
the  community.  The  discussion  which 
has  been  raised  is  not  an  unju8tifial)le  one, 
because  this  measure  differs  A'astly  fronj 
the  Bill  as  it  passed  the  Second  Reading. 
I  find  that  as  the  Bill  came  from  the  Grand 
Committee,  one-third  of  it  is  new  matter, 
and  out  of  twenty-six  clauses  no  less  than 
twenty-one  have  been  amended.  There- 
fore this  measure  requires  serious  con- 
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uderation  by  every  Member  of  this  House 
before  it  passes  into  law.    I  do  not 
think  the  proposal  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset  is  an  improper 
one,     for     it    is   a  "propHDsal  which 
calls  the  attention  of  the  House  very 
justly  to  the  great  changes  which  have 
been  made  in  this  Bill  during  its  passage 
through  the  Grand  Committee.    As  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  and  as  far  as  my  in- 
formation leads  me  to  a  conclusion,  I 
regard  this  Bill  as  greatly  improved  in 
the  shape  in  which  it  now  stands  as  com- 
pared with  the  shape  in  which  it  was 
introduced.    Nevertheless,  it  introduces 
great  changes  in  the  law,  and  therefore 
the  measure  requires  very  deliberate  con- 
sideration.   There  is  in  this  Bill  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  about  an  inspection  at 
the  port  of  entry,  which  is  of  very  great 
importance  indeed  to  the  consumer.  If 
we  had  nothing  left  in  the  Bill  but  the 
third  clause,  I  do  not  think  that  we  should 
want  much  else  in  order  to  have  the  law 
properly  carried  out.    The  third  clause, 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this 
class  of  legislation,  compels  the  local 
authority  to  enforc  e  the  law.   I  should  be 
very  sorry  to  interfere  with  anything  in 
that  clause,  for  it  will  do  much  in  the  way 
of  making  adulteration  scarce   in  this 
country.    I  think  that  when  we  make  it 
the  statutory  duty  of  every  authority  to 
administerthe  Adulteration  Acts,  wo  take 
a  step  which  will  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  community,  and  in  particular  a 
great  benefit  to  the  consumer.    We  have 
certfun  other  novelties  in  the  measure, 
some  of  which  will  be  very  valuable.  We 
have  a  system  of  inspection  under  the 
Local  Government  Board,  as  well  as  under 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  which  will  keep 
the  local  authorities  up  to  their  duty. 
I  regard  the  Bill  as  somewhat  revolu- 
tionary in  another  respect,  inasmuch  as  it 
partly  takes  away  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  the  supervision  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act;  but  that  is  a  point  which  we 
shall  have  to  consider.    I  do  not  think 
that  the  new  Board  of  Agriculture  ou^ht 
to  step  in  and  take  over  these  duties, 
which  Dave  been  discharged  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  }»y  the  Local  Government 
Board.    The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  appears  to  have  rushed  in 
where  the  angel  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  fears  to  tread.    I  hope  we 
shall  not   he   led  to  consider  too  much 
either  the  producer  or  the  manufacturer, 
because  in  this  measure  the  well-being  of 

Sir  Walier  Foster 


the  consumer  is  especially  concerned,  and 
it  is  the  consumer  who  is  to  be  protected 
from  injury  by  an  Act  such  as  this.  I 
think  my  hon.  friend  who  moved  this 
Amendment  has  now  gained  all  he 
desired  by  having  produced  this  very 
interesting  Debate  by  his  proposal,  and  I 
hope  he  will  not  put  the  House  to  the 
trouble  of  a  Division  after  he  has  obtained 
so  much  valuable  information. 


Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Kerry^ 
W.)  :  1  recognise  that  this  Bill  contains 
one  or  two  valuable  provisions  which 
I  would  like  to  see  extended  to  Ireland.. 
I  think  that  generally  in  Ireland  disap- 
pointment will  be  felt,  because  the  main 
grievance  that  we  have  in  relation  to- 
adulteration  of  agricultural  products,, 
namely,  the  colouring  of  margarine,  has 
not  been  dealt  with.  The  butter  in- 
dustry is  one  of  the  largest  in  Ireland^ 
and,  speaking  of  that  industry,  I  think 
I  Gtm  safely  aay  that  the  Irish  manufac- 
turers of  butter  are  not  in  the  least 
afraid  of  any  form  of  honest  competition.. 
But  we  have  the  distinct  grievance  that 
our  manufacture  of  butter  is  met  by 
what  I  must  call  dishonest  competition. 
What  we  object  to  is  this:  that  our- 
neighbours  produce  a  product  which  is 
not  butter,  but,  through  the  ignorance 
of  the  purchaser,  they  are  enabled  to- 
sell  it  as  Irish  butter.  If  it  could  be 
made  plain  to  us  that  margarine  would 
always  be  sold  as  margarine,  and  that, 
there  would  be  no  infringement  of  the 
various  Acts  of  Parliament  dealing  with 
the  sale  of  margarine,  then  we  should 
have  no  objection  ;  but  this  is  perfectly 
impossible  so  long  as  margarine  is  allowed 
to  be  coloured  like  butter,  for  poor- 
people  often  purchase  in  a  hurry,  and 
though  they  expect  to  get  butter  they: 
often  get  margarine.  A  good  deal  has  been 
said  about  the  necessity  of  suf^rting, 
the  interests  of  the  working  man  in  this 
matter.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  nine 
working  men  out  of  every  ten  would 
j  much  prefer  butter  to  margarine,  but  as- 
things  are  now  it  is  perfectly  impossible 
'  to  suppose  that  if  a  workman  or  his  wife, 
or  daughter  go  into  a  grocer's  shop  they 
have  any  means  of  knowing  which  is  mar 
garine  and  which  is  butter. 


An  Hon.  Member  :  But.  the  Act  ofT 
1887  provides  for  that.. 
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Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE :  Yes,  but 
that  Act  has  never  been  properly  en- 
forced, and  the  difficulty  we  have  is  that 
no  Act  will  be  properly  enforced.  All 
we  should  do  is  to  insist  that  if  an  article 
sold  as  margarine,  it  should  be  sold 


has  improved  in  its  treatment  of  this 
^eat  question.    If  anyone  will  look  at 


18 


the  Act  of  1875,  it  will  be  found  that 
that  Act  deals  with  food  broadly,  and 
there  is  no  special  article  singled  out.  It 
provides  that  there  shall  be  no  fraud  con- 
in  its  natural  colour.  Some  hon.  Mem- '  nected  with  any  food,  and  it  looks  at  the 
3>ers  have  said  that  if  mareorine  were  interests  of  the  consumer  generally,  and 
sold  in  its  natural  colour  nobody  would  '  does  it  in  a  more  intelligent  way.  So 
huy  it.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  !  much  for  the  Act  of  1875.  I  believe  the 
strong  and  urgent  reason  why  we  should  j  present  Bill  has  been  blessed  by  my  hon. 
inust  upon  it  being  sold  in  its  natural ;  friend  the  Member  for  Devonport,  who 
colour.  Hon.  Members  who  have  travelled  I  introduced  a  Bill  last  year,  upon  the  back 


on  the  Continent  know  that  in  some 
places  they  can  only  get  white  butter, 
and  they  can  eat  that  just  as  well  as 
j-ellow  butter.  I  do  not  believe  that  if 
margarine  were  sold  in  its  natural  colour 
it  would  make  any  difference  to 
Tthe  people  who  wish  to  use  margarine 
instead  of  butter.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
working  man  is  greatly  interested  in 
-cheap    food,    but   as   far   aa   I  can 


of  which  I  placed  my  name.  But  that 
was  a  very  cfifferent  Bill  from  this,  and  I 
I  cannot  understand  for  a  moment  how 
I  anybody  who  introduced  a  Bill  like  that 
!  of  last  year  could  lend  his  support  and 
make  himself  responsible  for  the  propo- 
',  sals  in  the  present  Bill.  If  anyone  will 
j  look  at  the  two  measures  he  wiU  see  that 
;  the  proposals  are  absolutely  different. 
This  ia  the  great  point  upon  which  the 


j^ther,  the  opinion  of  working  men  as  {  House  oi^ht  to  fix  its  mind.  In  1887  we 
represented  in  this  House  is  in  favour  of  |  had  a  bad  measure  from  the  predecessors 
having  an  honest  article.  This  being  such  '  " 
an  important  industry  in  Ireland,  I  think 
it  would  not  be  right  for  Irish  Members 
to  allow  this  Bill  to  pass  without,  at  all 
events,  expressing  their  opinion  that  the 
Irish  butter  industry  is  very  badly  treated 


of  the  present  Government,  and  that 
measure  was  full  of  margarine.  Now  we 
are  having  another  measure  which  is  full 
of  margarine,  and  I  am  sick  of  margarine. 
We  have  heard  too  much  of  it  in  this 
Debate- — too  much  of  margarine  and  too 


in  this  respect.  We  are  not  a&fud  of  |  much  of  butter.  I  do  not  know  an3rthing, 
honest  competition,  but  what  we  do  object  consciously,  of  nuu-garine.  I  have  not 
lo  is  dishonest  competiticm.  I  been  sjwken  to  by  any  manufacturers  of 

I  margarine,  and  I  nave  tried  to  keep  away 
Mb.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  The  j  from  the  butter  associations  as  far  as  I 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Fnmt  Oppo- 1  could.  I  think  we  should  remember 
sition  Bench  hais  told  us  that  we  ought  to  j  that  we  are  dealing  with  broad  national 
-consider  this  matter  in  the  interests  of  |  interests,  and  we  should  not  talk  too 
-the  consumer.  I  think  that  this  is  most  i 
important  advice,  and  I  am  sure  the  \ 
House  will  bear  it  in  mind.  The  only 
thing  is  that  the  consumer  may  have  two 


interests  at  stake,  and  the  House  will 
have  to  heax  in  mind  those  two  interests.. 
So  far  as  my  hon.  friend  is  concerned,  he 
■appears  to  bear  only  one  of  those  in- 
tensts  in  mind.  He  has  spoken  of  the 
consumer  being  protected  from  fraud.  We 
.are  dealing  with  questions  of  fraud  all 
through  this  Bill ;  but  you  have  also  got 
to  consider  the  interests  of  the  consumer 
who  has  got  a  small  purse,  and  to  protect 
him  against  the  rich  and  powerftd  class 
who  want  to  protect  themselves  by  this 
measure.  I  quite  a^ee  that  we  ought  to 
do  everything  we  can  to  repress  fraud,  but 
if  that  is  our  object,  we  ought  to  pass 
l^islation  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Act  of  187S.   I  do  not  think  Parliunent 


much  about  any  single  article,  but  embody 
something  in  the  Bill  which  will  apply  to 
all  articles  of  food.  That  is  the  great 
objection  I  find  to  the  present  Bill,  which 
is  full  of  one  article,  and  it  is  framed  in 
the  interests  of  powerful  and  rich  classes 
instead  of,  being  full  of  general  principles 
applying  to  all  classes  of  food.  There  is  a 
rich  and  powerful  class  protected  in  the 
Bill,  and  that  is  the  agricultural  interest, 
and  the  interests  of  the  nutter  associations. 
I  do  not  want  to  speak  much  about  mar- 

farine,  because  I  think  the  Committee 
as  already  heard  enough  about  it. 
Margarine  appears  to  be  made  as  an 
honest  article  and  a  useful  food.  If  that 
is  so,  why  should  it  not  have  fair  play  in 
this  Bill  ?  There  is  nothing  about  the 
honest  man  in  this  Bill  at  all,  and  it  is 
aimed  entirely  at  the  fraudulent  person. 
My  point  is  tluit  if  we  have  a  fair  descrip- 
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tion  of  margarine,  it  is  an  honest  article 
which  may  be  honestly  sold ;  and  it  is  a 
cbe<ip  an(l  useful  food  suitable  to  people 
who  have  got  small  purses.  If  that  is  so, 
it  ought  to  be  treated  as  an  honest 
article,  and  we  should  not  allow  the 
stij^mad  which  are  laid  upon  it  under  this 
Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
spoken  from  the  front  Opposition  bench 
has  stated  that  it  is  necessary  to  inspect 
the  goods  at  the  port  of  entry.  Alr^dy 
the  Bill  is  full  of  administrative  confuaion, 
and  if  we  establish  a  second  examining 
authonty  at  the  poit  of  entry,  the  result 
will  be  that  many  articles  will  get  through 
without  being  examined  at  all.  I  want 
every  article  of  food  landed  to  be  ex- 
amined by  the  proper  authority,  and  the 
Customs  authorities  are  the  proper 
people  to  deal  vrith  this  question.  The 
effect  of  having  two  distinct  authorities 
will  lie  that  bad  articles  will  get  in 
without  being  examined,  because  the 
Customs  authorities  will  say,  "We  thought 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  would  do  this"; 
and  the  Boartl  of  Agriculture  will  say, 
"We  thought  the  Customs  would  do 
it."  We  shall  have  confusion  at  the  port 
of  entry,  but  that  will  only  be  the  be- 
ginning of  the  trouble,  and  it  will  be  a 
case  oi  too  many  cooks  spoiling  the  broth, 
and  nobody's  interests  will  be  properly 
managed.  It  may  be  said  that  it  will  be 
very  hard  to  get  the  Customs,  the 
Local  Government  Banxl,  or  the  local 
authorities  to  do  their  duty,  but  I  do  not 
believe  in  Parliament  shrinking  from 
these  hard  tasks  and  taking  on  an  easy 
way  when  it  is  a  bad  way.-  For  these 
reasons  I  think  the  proposals  of  this  Bill 
should  be  viewed  with  some  suspicion. 
There  are  some  extraordinary  anomalies  in 
the  Bill,  and  I  will  mention  one  of  them. 
The  Bill  makes  an  inmce  a  warranty, 
although  it  does  not  define  what  an  in- 
voice ia.  Invoices  are  usually  written  by 
the  worst  paid  clerks  in  a  commercial 
establishment,  and  yet,  hereafter,  every 
invoice  so  made  will  Ijc  a  warranty  bind- 
ing on  the  finii.  I  think  this  should  not 
be  allowed  without  imposing  some  very 

freat  safeguards,  and  there  should  be  a 
mit  of  time  fixe<l  during  which  action 
may  be  taken  on  the  warranty.  There 
arc  many  classes  of  margarine  and  butter 
which  are  not  so  good  in  a  month  as  they 
are  when  they  corns  in.  Is  the  merchant 
who  sent  out  those  goods  to  be  respon- 
sible for  them  seven  days  or  a  month 
after  they  are  delivered  1  There  is  no 
Mr.  Lough. 


provision  made  for  anything  of  this  kind, 
for  the  Committee  upstairs  were  in  a 
hurry ;  therefore,  I  tnink  it  would  be 
better  to  take  this  proposal  out  of  the 
Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bui  is  responsible  for  many 
of  these  great  chuiges,  and  I  notice  that 
there  are  Amendments  don'n  to  make  the 
Bill  apply  to  other  sorts  of  food  as  well  as 
margarine  and  butter.  These  are  good 
Amendments  so  far  as  they  go.  but  I  tnink 
therighthon.  Gentleman  would  do  better  if 
he  would  take  a  little  more  time  to  con- 
sider this  question  Iwfore  he  presses  it 
upon  the  House.  I  would  venture  to 
suggest  that  the  best  course  to  take  would 
be  to  withdraw  the  Bill  altogether,  for  I 
believe  that  I  have  shoit-n  that  it  contains 
some  very  great  anomalies.  If  the  Bill 
is  withdrawn,  and  we  are  allowed  to  care 
fully  consider  it  during  the  next  six 
months,  I  Iwlieve  we  shall  then  be  able  to 
address  ourselves  to  this  very  important 
subject,  to  the  advantage  of  the  community 
at  largo. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devon,  South 
Molton) ;  I  shall  not  intervene  for  more 
than  two  or  three  minutes,  but  I  wish  to 
allude  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  hou. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down,  which  I 
think  challenge  a  little  criticism.  I  do 
not  think  the  hon.  Memlier  could  have 
given  the  Government  a  Iietter  text  to  go 
to  the  country  upon.  He  said  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Bill  alwut  lionest  people, 
and  that  the  measure  aimed  at  fraudulent 
persons  only.  I  think  a  Bill  ought  to 
deal  with  fraudulent  people  very  strictly- 
Then  the  hon.  Meml>er  made  an  Irish 
"bull,"  for  he  said  that  he  was  sick  of 
margarine  although  he  had  never  con- 
sciously tasted  it.  My  hon.  friend  went 
on  to  say  that  invoices  were  made  out  by 
the  worst  paid  clerks  in  an  office.  I 
hope  that  is  not  the  case  in  his  own 
establishment,  and  if  that  is  the  state 
of  things  which  exists  it  ought 
to  be  altered  at  once.  My  hon. 
friend  also  said  that  we  ought  to  deal 
with  margarine  in  the  spirit  of  the  Act  of 
1875,  but  in  that  year  margarine  was  not 
in  existence.  With  regard  to  what  has 
been  said  by  the  hon.  Memlwr  for  Dun- 
dee, I  may  say  that  I  have  never  heard  a 
Member  in  this  House  fancy  himself  and 
his  people  more  than  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dundee.  He  drew  a  comparison, 
apparently  much  to  his  own  satisfaction, 
between  us  and  "hard-headed  sensible 
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Scotchmen,"  and  he  was  very  severe  I  eluding  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  Dundee,  and 


on  this  Bill,  because  it  proposes  to  inflict 
imprisonment.  But  how  is  imprisonment 
brought  in  ?  It  is  only  brought  in  after 
the  third  offence,  and  then  it  is  at  thediscre- 
tion  of  the  magistrate,  who  has  an  oppor- 
tunity of  letting  the  offender  off  again. 
The  Debate  commenced  with  the  question 
of  margarine,  but  I  do  not  intend  to  prolong 
this  discussion,  because  there  are  other 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  which  I  hope 
may  I>e carried.  The  hon.  Member  for  Dun- 
dee said  the  imports  of  margarine  were 
decreasing,  while  the  imports  of  butter 


so  forth.  In  Glasgow  the  town  council 
has  gone  dead  against  the  Government 
propcuals  as  regards  margarine.  In  re- 
ference to  Clause  8  they  say : 

"The  Corporation  flee  no  justifiable  reason, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  citizens*,  why 
their  maisarine  ehould  be  limited  in  quality, 
as  it  would  be  were  Clause  8  passed  into  law." 

And  later  on  the  Health  Committee,  en- 
trusted with  the  administration  of  the 
Food  and  Dri^  Bill  in  connection  with 
the  Glasgow  Corporation,  issued  a  very 


were  going  up.    It  is  a  very  extraordinary  strong  letter  upon  the  subject,  in  which 
thing  that  the  imports  of  butter  from  ^  they  stated  that : 
Holland  are  going  up,  while  at  the  same  i 

time  that  country  is  the  seat  of  the  mar-  i »  seenwa  )rrf»c(io  ad  absurdmn,  as 

u^ii  „J        J    ,.    ort  ■  >t  prohibits  adihng  a  superior  aitiole  to  an  in- 

garine  trade.  Holland  sends  us  90  per  f^^^,  although  tiie  mixture  must  be  sold 
cent,  of  our  marganne,  and  the  increase  in  I  uufler  the  interior  name.  It  deprives  the 
the  importation  of  butter  from  Holland  public  of  a  palatable  and  wholesome  at-ticle  of 
has  gone  up  40  per  cent,  since  the  year  ,  f"^-  .compels  them  either  to  pay  a  nmch 
1  sici^     u:  V.  ^  ^      iV  t.  t-\,    „  ;  higher  price  for  butter,  or  be  content  ^nth  a 

I89;j,  which  proves  that  there  is  a  very  1  j-^x   •     „ticle.  and  Drohibib.  the  well- 


much  inferior  article,  and  prohibits  the  well- 
doer from  wel]*doing  in  an  effort  to  prevent 
fraud  by  the  fraudulent." 

AVc  are  told  that  the  reason  for  these  pro- 
posals is  that  if  a  sufficient  amount  of 
butter  is  added— more  than  10  per  cent. 
— it  is  impossible  for  thp  analyst  to  detect 
the  fraud.  But  what  do  this  committee 
say  on  this  point  \    They  say  : 

"Our  citv  analyst  advises  u-s  that  even  40 
per  cent,  of  butter  added  to  margarine  is  quite 
capable  of  detection,  and  that  the  existing 
powers  are  sufticient  for  prosecuting  saccess- 
lully  for  spelling  any  mixture  in  any  proportions 
of  mai^rine  and  butter  as  butter.  Nothing 
can  be  clearer  than  that  the  more  butter  there 
has  stated  that  he  has  never  |  is  in  margarine  the  better  for  the  buyer  and 
Bill    which    has  received 


consumer. 


considerable  amount  of  margarine  manu- 
factured in  Holland  which  is  imported 
into  this  countrj'  as  butter.  That  is  what 
we  hope  to  stop  by  this  Bill.  I  will  not 
go  further  into  this  discussion  at  the 
present  stage,  but  content  myself  with 
the  few  remarks  which  I  have  made.  I 
may  say  th&t  if  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset  divides  the  House  on  this  sub- 
ject I  shall  support  the  Government,  be- 
cause I  would  rather  have  this  Bill  than 
no  Bill  at  all. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glas- 
gow, Bridgeton) :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman 

seen  a  15ill  which  has  receivea  so 
much  support  in  the  country  as  this  Bill, 
especially  the  proposal  which  it  contains 
in  reference  to  regulating  the  sale  of  mar- 
garine. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
stated  that  as  to  the  restrictions  which  it 

is  proposed  to  place  upon  the  margarine  ]  tainly,  but  why  not  a  mixture  if  it  is  sold 
trade  the  whole  of  the  agriculturists  of  the  "  " 

country  were  united.  Ithink  that  shows 
clearly  that  the  proposals  of  this  Bill  have 
the  effect  of  pitting  the  interests  of  the 
agriculturists  against  those  of  the  towns. 
As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge,  my 
opinion  is  that  I  never  saw  any  measure 
proposed  by  any  Government  upon  which 
there  was  such  an  absolutely  unanimous 
opinion  against  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  in  reference  to  margarine. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Dundee 
quoted  the  opinion  of  a  number  of 
chambers  of  commerce  in  Scotland,  in- 


Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  But 

why  not  all  butter  ? 

Sir   CHARLES   CAMERON:  Ccr 


opinion  of 
\\Tiole8ale 


as  a  mixture  1    Here  is  the 
the  Scottish  Co-operative 
Society.   They  say : 

"  We  have  Been  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the 
29th  nit.  sent  to  you  by  the  Public  Health 
Committee  of  the  City  of  Glasgow.  Our 
Hociety  If  conii>osetl  of  '289  co-operative  socie- 
ties, with  a  tneml>ershij)  of  over  220,000,  all 
ratepayers  and  voters  living  in  all  parts  of 
Scotland.  Our  members  are  chiefly  of  tlie 
working  classes,  who  are  interested  in  the 
clauses  of  the  Bill  and  in  preventing  any 
restriction  affecting  the  sale  of  a  wholesome 
article.  We  entirely  concur  in  what  is  said 
in  the  letter  of  the  Kealth  Coniniittee,  and  we 
trust  tliat  you  will  use.  yoiu-  utmost  en- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1067 


Sale  of  Food 


{COMMONS} 


and  Dnigs  Bill. 


1068 


deavonrs  to  get  the  saggestions  therein  made 
carried  into  eSffect,  and  taus  benefit  tlie  general 
public." 

But  that  is  not  all.  I  have  here  a 
memorial  to  the  House  from  the  Lanark 
County  Council,  which  represents  one  of 
the  most  populous  counties. in  Scotland, 
also  e^qiressing  the  same  view.  The 
right  hon.  Grentleman  on  the  Front  Oppo- 
sition Bench  and  several  other  speakers 
have  spoken  in  praise  of  this  Bill,  but  it 
strikes  me  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Islington  struck  the  true  note 
when  he  protested  against  legislation  for 
special  articles,  and  when  he  demanded 
that  the  Bill  should  be  made  applicable 
to  food  generally.  But  what  do  we  find 
in  connection  with  this  Bill  %  It  consists 
of  two  parts.  Under  the  first  part  the 
importation  of  certain  articles  which  are 
insuffidently  described  is  not  prohibited 
at  the  port  of  entry.  The  second  part 
deals  with  the  sale  and  manufacture  of 
adulterated  articles  within  the  United 
Kingdom.  We  find  that  the  prohibition 
at  the  port  of  entry  is  restricted  to  agri- 
cultural products,  and  to  a  certain  class 
manufactured  from  milk,  and  these  are 
dealt  with  in  a  fragmentary,  illusory,  and  ' 
unintelligible  fashion.  For  instance,  i 
milk  from  which  the  cream  has  been  | 
extracted  must  be  marked  "  skimmed  "  or 
"separated."  At  the  same  time  you 
admit  impoverished  cheese,  but  if  it  con- 
tains anything  in  the  shape  of  margarine 
you  insist  upon  it  being  subject  to  all 
sorts  of  restrictions.  This  Bill  deals  in  a 
fraOTientary  manner  with  one  article,  and 
makes  no  provision  in  connection  with 
the  fraud  which  in  all  probability  will 
arise  in  the  case  of  other  articles.  In  the 
case  of  butter  it  is  proposed  to  provide  for 
the  stoppage  at  the  port  of  entry  of 
impoverished  butter.  Now,  what  is  im- 
poverished butter  1  It  is  the  butter  made 
from  skimmed  milk ;  if  it  is  worth  while 
to  try  and  get  butter  from  skimmed  milk, 
such  butter  will  be  just  as  good  as  an 
equal  amount  of  the  butter  which  has 
been  previously  taken  from  the  same  milk. 
The  greatest  in^nuity  cannot  get  more 
fat  out  of  the  milk  than  it  contains.  The 
butter  from  separated  milk,  if  it  would 
pay  to  make  it,  is  just  as  good  as  the 
other  butter,  for  impoverished  butter  does 
not  mean  butter  than  has  been  adulterated 
with  margarine.  Why  is  this  legislation 
being  carried  out  by  a  system  of  trap  and 
pitfaUs  %  Why  has  not  a  standard  been 
laid  down  at  which  butter  should  be  con- 

Sir  Charles  Camerm. 


sidered  adulterated,  in  order  to~enable  us 
to  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  Bill  ! 
The  Bill  takes  no  account  of  "process" 
butter,  which  is  infinitely  more  deleterious 
than  adulterated  butter.  "  Process  "  butter 
is  old,  rancid  butter  sent  through  a  certain 
process  and  made  to  taste  like  new.  The 
acid  which  gives  the  butter  its  rancid  taste 
is  washed  out,  but  the  baccilli  are  retained, 
and  consequently  the  butter  goes  back  to 
its  rancid  condition  in  a  very  short  time. 
"Process"  butter  is  injurious  to  health, 
and  yet  this  Bill  does  not  take  the  smallest 
note  of  it.  Take  the  case  of  margarine 
itself  and  see  what  the  proposal  in  the  Bill 
amounts  to.  As  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Molton  said,  it  is  a  very  sus- 
picious circumstance  than  the  importation 
of  butter  from  Holland  is  largely 
increasing,  the  explanation  probably 
being  that  a  large  amount  of  the  Dutch 
butter  imported  into  this  country  is  really 
margarine.  We  know  it  is  impossible 
to  detect  the  adulteration  if  there  is  a 
larger  proportion  of  butter  in  margarine 
than  10  per  cent.,  and  therefore  the  case 
for  the  provision  in  the  Bill  falls  to  the 
ground. 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
now  entering  into  a  discussion  which  bad 
better  be  reserved  until  the  clause  stand- 
ing in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  is 
reached. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  I  only 
wish  to  show  the  uselessness  of  this  clause 
with  regard  to  butter  adulterated  with 
margarine.  There  is  nothing  at  all  to 
prevent  a  foreign  manufacturer  mixing 
30  per  cent,  or  40  per  cent,  of  margarine 
with  butter  and  sending  it  into  this  coun- 
try. It  cannot  be  detected,  and  nothing* 
can  prevent  the  dairy  farmer  in  this 
country  doing  the  same  thing.  I  objoct 
to  the  Bill  in  so  far  as  it  does  not  deal 
with  the  subject  in  a  comprehensive 
manner.  None  of  the  adulterations  com- 
monly met  with  are  dealt  with.  Pre- 
serves, for  instance,  have  formed  the 
subject  of  many  prosecutions,  but  they 
have  been  neglected  by  the  framers  of 
this  measure.  Why  have  not  general 
principles  been  adopted,  and  why  are  we 
asked  to  give  the  Government  a  blank 
cheque  to  interfere  with  any  trade  they 
may  think  proper  ?  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Thanet  said  this 
interference  would  be  a  mere  bagatelle. 
That  is  not  the  view  I  take.   The  whole 
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-of  thia  case  as  regards'  butter  and  mar- 
garine was  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Ck>urt  of  the  United  States,  which  will  be 
admitted  by  everyone  to  be  one  of  the 
ablest  tribunals  in  the  whole  world. 
Several  States  in  the  Union,  under  the 
influence  of  the  agriculturists,  passed  laws 
prohibiting  the  manufacture  of  margarine, 
or  insisting  that  the  product  should  be 
coloured.  For  instance,  one  State  passed 
the  "  pink  law  "  and  very  grave  penalties 
were  enacted  against  any  person  trans- 
gressing it.  A  number  oi  dealers  contra- 
vened the  law  and  were  arrested,  and  a 
test  case  was  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Appeal,  which  delivered  the 
following  judgment : 

"The  Legislature  in  common  with  many 
■  othera  speaks  of  butter  a»  a  pi'odnct  of  nature. 
Kjtter  18  no  more  a  product  of  nature  than 
lnitt«rine.  Both  are  luanaffictured.  The 
iirinciple  ingredientn  of  butter  come  primarily 
from  the  cow,  and  pasit  through  different  pro- 

-  cesses  of  manufacture  to  its  finished  state. 
Science  by  vanoua  chemical  proce^iaes  extractit 
the  principal  ingredients  of  butterine  from  the 

-cow  and  Kindrid  aniinala,  and  the  complete 
products  are  practically  the  name  in  both  caaes. 
The  Legislature  may  pa&s  any  reawnable 
retnilations  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  botit 
of  outter  and  butterina  It  cannot  prohibit  tlie 
manufacture  or  sale  of  whole»ome  and  nutri- 
tious  articles  of  food,  either  directly  or  anderthe 
guise  of  regulatory  Acts.  It  is  insisted  that 
tbe  Legiflbture  has  the  wie  right  tu  say 
whether  the  Act  is  reasonable  or  not,  and  its 
discretion  cannot  be  inquired  into  by  the 
courts.  If  tiiat  be  true  then  the  Legislature 
may  at  its  next  session,  prompted  by  the 
butterine  or  some  other  interests,  remove  all 
regulations  on  the  manufacture  or  sale  of 
butterine,  and  proliibit  the  use  of  annato  or 
a,ny  other  colouring  matter,  or  even  the  u^e  of 
salt  in  butter,  and  add  such  other  rafulations 
as  would  atuonnt  to  a  [mliibitionof  the  manu- 
facture or  sale  of  butter.  Then  they  might 
prohilat  the  grinding  of  corn  meal  so  as  to 
make  the  meal  white,  or  they  might  require 
all  com  meal  to  be  ground  coarse  and  coloured 
yellow  so  that  it  would  not  resemble  wheat 
Hour.  In  fact,  the  field  that  would  be  open  to 
the  Legislature  would  be  unlimited,  and  the 
greatest  monopolies  this  country  has  ever  seen 
might  be  fostered  and  built  up  m  this  State  if 
tJie  Le^slatnie  was  so  incnneil,  and  there 
would  be  no  redress  for  £he  people." 

This  present  BiU  has  been  completely  re- 
modelled,andI  think  we  oughtto  have  some 

fsneral  principles  on  which  to  rely.  The 
eeding  Stuffs  and  Fertilisers  Act  really 
aims  at  adulteration,  because  it  seeks  to 
grapple  with  the  subject  at  the  fountain 
head.  This  Bill  contents  itself  with  harrow- 
ing retailers  and  leaving  the  manufacturers 
untouched.    Section  13  of  the  Sale  of 

-  Goods  Act  provides  that  where  goods  are 


sold  with  a  description  there  is  an  im- 
plied understanding  that  they  correspond 
with  that  description.  For  instance,  a 
grocer  recently  sold  two  tins  of  syrup. 
They  were  labelled  "Firat  Class,''^  but 
they  were  afterwards  found  to  be  adul- 
terated. The  grocer  was  prosecuted  for 
selling  adulterated  goods,  and  fined  £G. 
Of  course,  the  grocer  was  punished  even 
to  a  greater  extent  than  the  mere 
amount  of  the  fine,  because  he  was  con- 
victed of  selling  adulterated  goods,  and 
his  rivals  would  not  scruple  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  that  fact  when  pushing  their 
own  trade  as  against  his.  The  ]<  eeding 
Stuffs  and  Fertilisera  Act  carries  the 
matter  «till  further. 


Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
now  entering  into  a  detailed  discussion, 
\  which  would  be  more  appropriate  on  the 
I  Amendments  which  stand  in  the  hon. 
I  Member's  name  on  the  Paper. 


j    Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  I  do 
not,  of  course.  Sir,  wish  to  contest  your 
I  ruling,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  legislation 
I  of  this  kind  should  be  constructed  on 
general  principles.    We  are  asked  to  give 
\  the  Minister   of  Agriculture  a  b&nk 
j  cheque  with  regard  to  the  setting  up  of 
standards.    Hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ireland 
appear  to  trust  themselves  blindfolded  to 
!  the  Board  of  Agriculture.    I  would  ask 
;  them  whether  it  would  not  be  better 
I  that,  instead  of  leaving  the  whole  of  this 
'  question  as  to  what  constitutes  adultera- 
'  tion  of  butter  to  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, it  should   be  laid  down  in  the 
i  Act  of  Parliament.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
I  man  himself  may  have   no  intention 
;  of  dealing  harshly  in  the  matter,  but  he 
\  cannot  bind  his  successora.    The  Bill  has 
i  been  somewhat  improved  by  the  Amend- 
ments carried  in  Committee,  but  they  were 
j  forced  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  almost 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  For  instance, 
one  Amendment  gives  power  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  enforce  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
in  districts  in  which  it  is  neglected.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  told  us  he  could 
not  accept  that,  and  he  oiU^'  accepted  it 
after  several  of  his  hon.  fnends  got  up 
and  pressed  him  on  the  point.  Another 
improvement  is,  that  an  analyst  should 
be  compulsorily  appointed.    There,  again, 
that  Amendment  was  not  brought  forward 
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by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  although  he 
accepted  without  the  smallest  trouble 
whivt  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Dundee  has  described  as  "  the  clause  for 
altruistic  imprisonment."  The  legal  doc- 
trine is  that  a  man  should  be  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  his  agent,  but  I  do  not 
know  of  aay  instance  where  a  man  has 
been  made  criminally  responsible  for  t^e 
acts  of  another.  The  Bill  now  appears  to 
me  to  be  conceived  entirely  in  the  in- 
terests of  one  class.  It  will  work  so  little 
good,  and  will  have  such  little  effect  in 
preventing  adulteration,  that  if  my  hon. 
friend  goes  to  a  Division  I  will  support 
him. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Galway,  N.) ;  The 
hon.  Baronet  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
appealed  to  the  Irish  Members  to  be 
careful  as  to  what  they  are  going  to  do 
in  connection  with  this  BilL  He  has 
asked  us  if  we  are  goin^  blindfolded  to 
put  the  case  of  the  Insh  agriculturist 
into  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture.  In  these  matters, 
although  I  confess  that  we  are  indebted 
for  a  great  deal  of  support  to  Scotch 
Members,  I  would  say  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  that  we  are  the  best  judges  of 
our  own  affairs.  I  would  further  draw 
his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  undertaken  in  this 
Bill  to  appoint  a  Board  of  Reference,  or, 
at  any  rate,  that  before  the  Board  of 
Agricultiii-e  proceeds  to  say  what  per- 
centage of  water  is  legitimate  in  butter 
he  will  take  every  means  of  ascertain- 
ing what  is  legitimate.  I  do  not 
know  that  during  his  early  career 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been  in  any 
way  remarkable  for  ninning  away  from 
any  undertaking  given  by  him  in  this 
House,  and  I  do  not  anticipate  that  the 
Irish  producers  will  labour  under  any 
difficulty  in  the  matter.  I  notice  that 
the  opponents  of  this  Bill  are  unanimous 
in  agreeing  that  it  is  intended  solely  and 
entirely  to  benefit  agriculture,  and  that 
the  Government  has  been  forced  by  the 
representatives  of  agricultural  interests  in 
this  House  to  introduce  the  Bill.  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Islington  in  the 
course  of  this  Debate  asked  would  any 
Irish  Member  get  up  and  deny  that  fact. 
I  deny  that  the  Government  have  lieen 
forced  by  the  representatives  of  i^icul- 
ture.  I  deny  that  it  is  because  of  agri- 
cultural depression  that  the  Government 
have  been  forced  to  bring  in  this  BiU.  It 
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is  because  of  admitted  frauds,  as  well  as 
of  their  immensity  and  continuance,  that 
it  has  been  found  that  the  existing  law  is 
not  sufficiently  strong  to  prohibit  fraud, 
and  the  Government  nave  been  forced  in 
the  interest  of  just  trading  to  bring  in 
this  Bill.    My  hon.  friend  says  that  from 
beginning  to  end  the  Bill  deals  solely 
with  fraiul.  Of  course  it  does,  because  its 
sole  object  is  to  stop  fraud.    VTe  have 
heard  over  and  over  again  that  this  is  a 
fight  between  town  and  country.    It  is 
nothing  of  the  kind.    It  is  a  fight  on  the 
part  of  the  honest  trader  against  the  dig- 
honest   trader.    If  it  lie  a  fact,  and  I 
admit  it  is,  that  these  frauds  hit  not  onl  y 
the  honest  trader,  but  also  the  agricul- 
tural producer,  is  it  because  the  agricul- 
tural producer  finds  himself  badlv  hit, 
that  we  are  to  be  told  that  this  Bill  to 
prevent  such  frauds  is  introduced  solely 
in  the  interests  of  agriculture,  and  that 
working  men  are  to  be  deprived  of  whole- 
some articles  of  food?    I  notice  that 
during  this  Deljate  no  direct  representa- 
tive of  labour  has  got  up  and  said  that  this 
Bill  will  deprive  the  poor  man  of  a  cheap 
and  wholesome  article  of  food.  That 
argument    is   used,  not  by  the  work- 
ing  men  representatives,   but  by  the 
capitalists,  and    I    prefer    to  believe 
that  my  hon.  friend  the   Member  for 
Batttersea  or  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Stepney,  is  better  entitled  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  the  working  classes  than  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Bridgeton  Division  or  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dinidee.    We  are  told 
this  Bill  was  forced  upon  the  Government. 
No  doubt  it  was,  and  I  am  very  glad  the 
Government   have  introduced  it.  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Islington  told  us 
that  he  put  his  name  on  the  back  of  the- 
BiU  introduced  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Devonport.    He  did  not  tell  us  whether 
he  regretted  that  fact  or  not,  though  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  he  does  regret  it. 
The  principal  prorisionsin  the  present  Bill 
were  contained  in  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Devonport.    The  latter  Bill 
contained  imprisonment,  and  as  my  hon. 
friend  put  his  name  on  the  back  of  the 
Bill,  I  am  inclined  to  assume  that  he  was 
in  favour  of  imprisonment  then,  although 
he  is  against  it  now.    That  Bill  also  con- 
tained a  provision  for  inspection  at  the 
port  of  entry.     My  hon.  friend  was  in 
favour  of  that  then,  though  ho  now  says, 
it  is  a  monstrous  interference  with  trade. 
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Mr.  lough  :  I  did  not  say  anything 
of  the  kind.  I  said  I  was  in  favour  of 
inspection  at  the  port  of  entry,  but  that 
it  ^ould  be  carried  out  by  the  Customs 
and  not  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE :  There  is  a  provision 
in  the  present  Bill  stating  that  the  inspec- 
tion may  be  undertaken  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Customs.  I  would  also  direct  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  Clause  2,  which 
states  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
may  in  relation  to  any  matter  appearing 
to  them  to  aifect  "  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  consumer,"  etc.  It  does 
not  say,  it  will  be  obsened,  "  the  general 
interests  of  agriculture."  My  hon.  friend 
apparently  has  not  read  the  Bill.  One  of 
the  necessities  ifx  this  measure  is  that 
the  local  authorities  have  refused,  and  still 
refuse,  to  put  into  operation  the  Act  of 
1887.  It  has  been  found  that  for  years 
and  years  in  some  of  the  principal  centres 
of  population,  especially  in  the  North  of 
England,  the  local  authorities  have  allowed 
the  Act  to  remain  a  dead  letter.  Hon. 
Members  who  oppose  this  Bill  say  that 
the  existing  law  is  sufficient,  but  what  are 
they  going  to  do  to  compel  the  local 
authorities  to  put  that  law  into  operation  ? 
It  is  because  of  the  refusal  of  the  local 
authorities  that  power  has  been  taken  in 
this  Bill  to  have  inspectors  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Agricidture  in  order  to 
make  the  Act  of  1887  operative.  On 
the  question  of  colouring  there  is  an 
enormous  amount  of  misapprehension. 
We  are  asked  why  margarine  should  not 
be  coloured  as  well  as  butter.  Although 
it  may  appear  a  strong  statement,  I 
deny  that  butter  is  coloured  at  all. 
I  know  no  other  article  of  food  than  mar- 
garine which  after  the  colouring  process 
has  l>een  gone  through,  is  so  changed  as 
to  l>e  made  unrecognisable  by  anyone 
who  knows  the  article  in  its  natural  con- 
dition. We  are  accused  that  we  want  to 
Idll  the  trade  in  margarine.  I  deny  that. 
We  admit  margarine  is  an  extremel}' 
wholesome  article  of  food,  and  we  are 
aware  of  the  fact  that  a  very  large 
numljcr  of  people  are  engaged  in  the 
trade.  We  are  not  at  all  opposed  to  the 
trade,  but  we  are  moving  in  the  interests 
of  the  consumer.  It  is  said  that  we  are 
forgetting  Free  Trade,  and  that  this  is  the 
thin  edge  of  the  wedge  of  Protection. 
There  are  protectionists  and  protectionists ; 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  broad  protection. 
I  was  shocked  and  surprised  during  the 


whole  proceedings  in  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, iu  the  Grand  Committee,  and  in  the 
Debates  in  the  House,  at  the  number  of 
gentlemen  whom  I  believed  to  be  above 
reproach,  but  who  have  suddenly  de- 
veloped into  Protectionists.  I  hope  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  this  Amend- 
ment will  not  go  to  a  Division.  I  admit 
that  the  Bill  does  not  go  far  enough,  but 
I  agree  with  what  has  been  said  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Devonport,  that  as  it 
stands  the  Bill  contains  very  valuable 
provisions,  and  that  it  is  a  considerable 
ad\  ance  on  the  law  as  it  exists.  I  would' 
say  to  my  friends  who  are  very  strong  on 
this  question  of  colouring  :  Give  the  Bill 
a  chance,  and  see  how  it  will  operate.  If 
it  is  found  after  a  reasonable  time  that 
its  provisions  are  not  sufficient  to  8top> 
fraud,  then  a  stronger  case  than  ever  wiU 
have  l>een  made  out  against  the  colouring 
of  margarine. 

Mk.  POWER  {Waterford,  E.) :  I  quite 
agree  with  my  hon.  friend  who  has  just 
spoken,  that  this  is  not  a  question  between 
town  and  country,  but  quite  the  contrary. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  margarine  offers 
great  inducement  to  fraudulent  trading, 
seeing  that  it  can  be  bought  at  4d.  per  Ib.^ 
while  it  is  frequeritly  sold  at  8d.,  lOd.,. 
and  Is.  per  lb.  It  inflicts  unquestionably- 
a  wery  great  disadvantage  on  farmere,  for 
it  ousts  farmers  out  of  their  legitimate 
market.  But  in  adopting  this  Bill  we  are 
not  legislating  solely  for  agriculturists, 
but  in  the  interest  also  of  consumers  in 
large  towns.  Tons  of  margarine  bought 
at  3|d.  and  4d.  per  lb.  are  coloured 
and  palmed  off  on  the  poor  as  butter,  and 
the  price  of  butter  paid  for  it.  I  do  not 
want  to  detain  the  House  longer,  since 
the  case  has  been  so  well  stated  by  my  hon.. 
friend  the  Member  for  North  Gkuway,  but 
I  want  to  refer  for  a  moment  to  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee.  He 
quoted  statistics  to  show  that  the  impor- 
tation of  margarine  has  largely  decreased,, 
and  that  the  manufacture  of  margarine^ 
has  progressed  in  this  country.  It  matters 
not  whether  the  margarine  is  manufac- 
tured in  this,  or  in  other  countries.  There 
are  four  manufactories  in  Ireland.  We 
say,  however,  even  if  it  is  miade  in 
Ireland,  let  it  be  sold  as  margarine,  and 
not  palmed  off  on  the  poor  as  butter. 
It  is  now  almost  impossible  to  detect 
margarine  in  appearance  from  butter,  and 
it  is  necessary  in  the  interest  of  the 
farmers  who  are  seriously  m|ured,  and 
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-also  of  the  consumers,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  take  steps  to  stop  these 
frauds.  I  should  have  wished  the  Bill 
had  been  stronger  than  it  is.  We  pro- 
posed to  do  this  in  Committee  upstairs, 
but  were  not  able  to  carry  the  point. 
The  Bill,  however,  has  some  provisions 
which  would  stop  these  fraudulent  opera- 
tions, fuid  it  is  a  step  in  advance. 

X^uestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  long  :  I  beg  to  move  the 
Amendment  standing  in  my  name  on  the 
Paper.  This  small  m-afting  Amendment 
is  introduced  because  it  is  thought  to  be 
the  more  convenient  way  to  have  all  the 
enactments  repealed  in  the  schedule  than 
scattered  about  the  Bill. 

A  Clause  (Repeal  of  enactments  in 
Schedule), — (Mr.  Long),  —  brought  up, 
and  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
■added. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  moved 
the  insertion  of  the  following  new 
clause : 

"Wlien  an  employer  is  cliari;ed  with  an 
offence  under  tliiH  Act,  he  ehallbe  entitled, 
upon  information  duly  laid  by  liim,  to  have  any 
-other  person  whom  he  chargea  as  the  actual 
offender  brought  before  the  Court  at  the  time 
appointed  for  hearing  the  charge,  and  if,  after 
the  commiwiion  of  the  offence  has  been  proved, 
the  employer  proven  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Court  that  he  lia«  used  due  diligence  to  enforce 
■the  execution  of  the  Sale  of  Food  ami  DrugB 
ActH,  1875  to  1899,  as  defined  by  this  Act,  and 
that  the  said  other  person  had  committed  the 
■offence  in  question  without  liis  knowledge,  con- 
tent, or  connivance,  the  said  other  person  shall 
be  annuuarily  convicted  of  such  otTence,  and 
the  employer  shall  be  exempt  from  any 
^►enalty.'' 

It  was  quite  right  that  a  man  should  be 
responsible  civilly  for  every  act  of  his  em- 
ployee, but  there  was  no  precedent,  so  far 
as  he  (Sir  C.  Cameron)  knew,  for  a 
criminal  responsibility  being  fixed  on  one 
man  in  respect  of  the  action  of  another. 
This  Bill,  for  the  first  time,  proposed  to 
treat  an  offence  against  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  as  a  crime  for  which  a  man 
may  be  sent  to  prison,  and  unless  the  new 
clause  he  proposed  was  added  to  the  Bill 
an  employer  might  be  sentenced  to  three 
months'  imprisonment  for  bard  labour  for 

Mr.  Power, 


the  act  of  an  employee  for  which  he  wjw 
not  responsible,  and  for  the  prerenticm  of 
which  he  had  used  due  diligence  H« 
submitted  that  that  was  a  most  ur^^nt 
fU'gument  in  favour  of  the  introductioo 
of  the  clause  be  proposed. 

Clause  (Exemption  from  penalty) — 

(Sir  Charles  Cameron) — brought  up,  nnd 
read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propot^ed. 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  tinn'." 


Mr.  long  :  The  hon.  Baronet  ba*, 
judging  from  his  speech,  misunderstood 
what  the  effect  of  this  clause  will  be.  Lender 
the  sixteenth  clause  a  person  guilty  rrf 
a  breach  of  the  Act  is  liable  to  a  fine  of 
£20  for  the  first  offence,  of  £50  for  tbe 
second  offence,  and  of  £100  for  the  third 
offence.  But  in  the  case  of  the  third 
offence,  if  the  offence  in  the  opinion  o« 
the  court,  "  was  committed  by  the  per- 
sonal act,  default,  or  negligence  of  the 
person  accused,"  imprisonment  for  that 
offence  may  be  imposed  if  the  court  con- 
sidera  that  a  fine  would  not  meet  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  The  oaaM*r 
is,  therefore,  only  liable  to  imprisonment 
for  the  third  offence.  It  is  the  master 
who  receives  the  benefit  of  these  repeated 
evasions  of  the  Act,  and  it  is  the  master 
and  not  the  servant— perhaps  a  boy  earn- 
ing a  few  shillings  a  week — who  should 
be  held  responsible.  In  the  interests  nf 
fair  play  the  House  ought  to  adhere  to 
the  Bill  as  it  stands,  which  provides  that  a 
master  shall  be  liable  for  the  offence  of 
his  ser\ant,  but  which  guards  the  master 
against  the  risk  of  unjust  imprisonment. 

;  Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (Stock- 
I  port) :  If  any  of  these  Amendments 
go  to  a  Division  I  shall  vote  against 
them.  I  shall  do  so  because  the  Bill 
as  it  now  stands  is  in  my  judgment 
a  good  one.  It  is  the  best  Bill  that 
could  be  drafted  under  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  initiated. 
It  was  considered  in  Committee,  atHl  tbe 
result  was  a  compromise  Itetweeu  a  great 
many  conflicting  interests:  theagricnituni 
interest,  the  distributing  interest,  tbe 
importing  interest,  and  the  consuming 
interest.  This  Bill  is  the  happy  mediiun. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  s  attitude 
during  the  progress  of  the  Bill  throti^ 
the  Committee  was  a  wise  and  impartial 
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one,  and  I  proteFt  against  raking  up 
everything  again  by  these  Amendments. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  House,  in 
conaidering  these  Amendments,  should  have 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Bill  is  a  com- 
promise, and  only  accept  drafting  Amend- 
ments. 

*SiR  WALTER  FOSTER :  I  do  not 
want  to  injure  or  imperii  the  Bill  by  the 
introduction  of  Amendments,  but  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  stated  the 

case  a  little  too  strongly.  It  does  seem  hard 
that  a  man  should  be  rendered  liable  to 
very  serious  penalties  through  the  action  of 
anotherwho  may  I>e  a  malicious  employee. 
It  is  quite  conceivable  that  a  person  with  a 
grudge  against  his  employer  might  adul- 
terate butter  or  other  articles,  when 
they  are  sold  miles  away  from  where 
the  owner  is.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
sufficient  justification  for  the  attitude 
taken  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  {Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  The  position  taken  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  is  somewhat  a 
strange  one,  and  one  against  which  it  is 
necessary  to  protest.  He  says  he  is  in 
favour  of  these  Amendments,  but  he  does 
not  vote  for  them  because  the  Bill  was 
the  result  of  a  compromise  in  Committee. 
If  we  are  to  act  on  that  principle  we 
might  as  well  go  home.  We  are  not  lx)und 
by  the  conclusions  at  which  the  Com- 
mittee have  arrived. 


Mr.  hartley  (Islington,  X.) :  I  sup- 
pose it  is  of  no  use  to  protest,  but  it  does 
seem  to  l>o  rather  a  strong  order,  when 
the  offence  is  proved  to  be  committed  by 
another  man,  that  the  court  should  not 
he  allowed  to  convict  the  real  ofTender. 
For  us  to  pass  a  law  under  those  circum- 
stances seems  to  me  to  Iw  going  rather 
far.  As  I  said  in  Committee,  I  could  not 
go  as  far  as  that,  and  in  my  judgment 
the  Government  are  going  too  far  in  this, 
matter. 


The  solicitor-general  (Sir 
R.  B.  FiXLAY,  Inverness  Burghs) :  It 
is  highly  necessary  in  the  interests  of 

j  the  employer  that  he  should  be  made 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  his  servant. 
The  employer  has  control  over  his  ser- 

;  vant,  and  he  is  the  person  to  l>enefit. 
The  idea  that  the  Bill  will  work  harshly 

,  because  the  employer  may  be  sent  to 

I  prison  is  a  complete  mistake,  because  it  is 
only  in  respect  to  the  third  offence,  and 
where  the  third  offence  is  proved  to  be 
due  to  the  employer's  negligence,  that  that 

,  penalty  is  enforced. 


I  Mr.  SAJIUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan- 
I  shire) :  This  clause  is  a  most  extraor- 
dinary one,  having  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  lair  as  it  at  present  stands.  The 
!  suggestion  is  that  the  employee  has  his 
defence  against  a  prosecution  in  the  fact 
that  sometxKly  else  can  be  prosecuted. 


Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY:  I  only 
explained  my  attitude. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  AVit'i  regard  to 
the  Amendment  now  beforo  the  House, 
although  I  think  this  Bill  is  in  some 
respects  too  stringent,  I  do  not  think  the 
particular  part  of  it  against  which  my 
hon.  friend  has  rooken  is  open  to  objec- 
tion. My  hon,  friend  made  a  strong 
point  when  he  drew  attention  to  Clause 
2,  Sub-section  16,  and  pointed  out  that  it 
would  be  quite  a  new  thing  to  send  a  man 
to  prison  for  the  fault  of  his  servant.  But 
I  think  my  right  hon.  friend  has  clearly 
met  that  by  pointing  out  that  even  as  the 
Bill  now  stands  the  proprietor  can  only 
!»  sent  to  prison  for  negligence.  On  that 
grouml  I  do  not  feel  that  we  should  be 
m  danger,  and  for  tlmt  reason  I  support 
the  Amendment. 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  That  is 
the  cUiise  in  the  Margarine  Act. 


Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  Yes;  that 
is  the  only  exception,  and  I  do  not  know 
how  that  crept  into  law  in  that  Bill,  be- 
cause I  am  certain  it  is  a  wrong  principle, 
and  is  a  new  depurture  in  criminal  law. 
To  say  that  a  man  is  responsible  for  the 
acts  of  his  servant  is  also  going  a  little 
too  far,  but  to  say  that  he  is  criminally 
responsible  is  going  much  too  far.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  perfectly  right 
in  saying  that  the  employer  cannot  lie 
liable  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  it  was 
his  personal  neglect.  I  shall  vote  against 
this  Amendment,  because  it  brings  in  a  new 
principle  of  criminal  law  whicti  is  very 
objectionable. 
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Question  put,  and  negatived. 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  The 
lOlause  I  now  propose  to  move  is  a  clause 
to  apply  to  the  wholesaler,  and  to  take  a 
sample  at  the  port  of  entry ;  every 
seizure  t^ere  will  do  more  good 
than  a  seizure  at  fifty  little  petty 
traders.  We  must  deal  with  margarine 
by  going  direct  to  the  factory,  and 
compelling  the  manufacturer  to  keep  a 
register  and  subject  them  to  inspection. 
I  am  against  special  legislation  as  a  rule, 
but  I  do  not  see  in  tais  case  why  the 
wholesaler  should  not  be  put  on  the  s<'inie 
level  as  the  retailer,  and  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  if  this  clause  is  accepted,  you 
put  a  weapon  in  the  hands  of  the  rate- 
payers which  will  prove  effectual.  Let  me 
iUustrate  my  point.  A  man  is  brought 
up  for  selung  syrup  made  from  beet, 
though  the  labels  on  the  tins  bear  the 
legend  that  it  is  pure  cane  syrup ;  that 
man  is  fined  and  the  manufacturer  is 
allowed  to  go  free.  If  you  are  going  to 
suppress  this  adulteration  why  not  go  to 
the  manufacturers  and  bring  your  action 
against  them  1  If  you  did  that  you  would 
at  once  get  rid  of  that  form  of  aflultera- 
tion.  It  is  upon  these  grounds  that  I  beg 
to  move  the  new  clause  standing  in  my 
.name. 


New  clause ; — 

"  The  provisions  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1875,  sliall  apply  to  and  include 
everj'  wholesale  trader  or  manufjicturer  of 
any  article  of  food  or  drug  who  shall  sell  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser  any  article  of 
food  or  drag  which  is  not  of  the  natim;,  .sub- 
!<tsnce,  and  quality  of  the  article  demanded  liy 
siich  purchaser,  and  the  seventeenth  section  of 
the  Baid  Act  shall  be  read  as  if  the  wonix 
'whether  by  wholesale  or'  were  inserted 
between  the  woi-ds  'on  sale'  and  the  words 
'  by  retail '  in  the  said  section.'  — t^'ir  Charles 
Cameton.) 

brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 


Motion  made  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  am  afraid  if  the 
hon.  Gentlemen's  Amendment  is 
accepted  it  will  improve  the  Bill 
■out  of   existence.      I    hope   it  will 


be  rejected,  because  the  first  part  ia  not 
necessary,  and  the  s6con(l  part  of  the 
Amendment  is  not  applicable.  To  give 
an  officer  liberty  to  enter  a  whol^ale 

j  house  and  get  the  amount  he  requires  for 

.  analysis  is  quite  impracticable. 

Mr.    LOUGH:   I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Solicitor-General  is  a  little 
hard  on  my   hon.   friend.    Surely  it 
'  is     better    to    look    at   the  merits 
'  of    a    particular     Amendment,  and 

I  accept  it  or  reject  it  as  it  is  good  or  bad. 

I I  do  not  think  the  objections  raised  by 
I  the  hon.  Gentleman  apply,  because 
I  it  is    quite    customary    for  wholesale 

houses  to  supply  samples ;  it  is  the  busi- 
ness of  the  wholesalers  to  supply  the  re- 
tailers with  samples.  Of  course,  it  would 
not  be  right  to  let  the  officers  go  into  the 
wholesale  houses  and  get  samples  without 
payment ;  but  let  them  go  and  get  them 
and  pay  for  them,  and  if  the  samples  are 
not  what  they  appear  to  be,  proceed 
against  the  wholesale  houses,  and  thus 
strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil.  I  think 
this  clause  is  i-ital  to  the  Bill.  The  Bill 
is  not  what  it  purports  to  be.  It  hounds 
down  the  retailer,  whilst  the  wholesaler 
is  allowed  to  go  free. 


Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Hereford): 
Where  a  prosecution  is  undertaken 
against  a  retailer,  and  that  retailer  has  a 
warranty  from  the  wholesaler,  which  he 
produces  to  show  that  he  is  not  the  per- 
son to  blame,  I  apprehend  the  local 
authority  will  be  able  to  go  to  the  whole- 
saler. 


Mr.  long  :  No,  they  will  not. 


Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  :  Then,  as 
I  understand,  the  wholesale  man  will 
always  escape.  I  think  some  provision 
ought  to  be  put  into  the  Bill  to  the  elFect 
that  the  retailer  has  absolvetl  himself 
from  blame  if  he  can  succeed  in  throwing 
it  upon  the  wholesaler.  I  think  that  the 
Bill,  at  all  events,  should  reach  the 
producer. 


*SiR  JOHN  LENG :  WTien  I  addressed 
the  House  before  I  said  I  was  strongly 
against  fraudulent  dealing,  and  that 
b«ing  so  I  regret  that  the  representative 
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of  the  Gorernment  has  not  given  us  any 
measure  by  which  we  can  deal  with  the 
big  rogue  instead  of  dealing  with  the  small 
one  in  detail.  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  but  I 
think  this  Amendment  is  necessary  to 
brine  the  great  rascal  iivithin  the  meshes  of 
this  Bill.  The  making  of  margarine  like 
butter  is  not  done  by  the  retailer,  it  is 
done  by  the  manufacturer  at  the  request 
of  the  large  dealers.  If  you  want  to 
stop  this  rascality,  stop  it  at  the  fountain 
head.  Dealwith  the  men  who  are  really  the 
initiators,  and  who  are  the  large  scoundrels. 
To  allow  a  man  who  makes  large  con- 
tracts, and  deals  with  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  tons  at  a  very  large  profit, 
to  escape,  and  to  come  on  the  poor  little 
shopkeepers  in  the  liack  streets  and  to 
expose  them  to  all  the  penalties  of  this 
Act  does  not  seem  to  be  just  as  between 
man  and  man.  Whilst  the  Bill  stands  in 
this  way  we  merely  pretend  to  deal  with 
adulteration.  This  Bill  will  result  in 
hundreds  of  prosecutions  against  poor 
people,  whilst  men  making  their  fortunes 
are  allowed  to  escape.  If  this  Amend- 
ment is  not  suCBcient  to  meet  the  purpose, 
I  hope  some  Amendment  will  be  moved 
which  will  have  the  eflFect  desired. 


ilR.  LONG ;  I  think  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  my  hon.  friend  behind  me 
entirely  misapprehend  the  question  we 
are  discussing.  The  first  part  of  the 
Amendment  is  unnecessary,  because  it  is 
covered  by  the  Act  of  1 875.  The  whole- 
saler being  exposed  to  a  prosecution  by  a 
retailer,  it  is  not  a  case  of  the  big  rogue 
escaping,  as  has  been  describeoT  But 
apart  altogether  from  that,  the  Amend- 
ment is  altogether  impracticable ;  and, 
that  being  so,  I  trust  it  may  be  rejected. 

•Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  :  The  precau- 
tion which  is  provided  by  the  law  at  present 
is  a  precaution  of  which  the  small  retailer 
cannot  avail  himself.  Cases  have  often 
been  brought  before  me  of  great  suffer- 
ing and  hardship  on  the  part  of  small 
shopkeepers,  not  through  their  own  fault, 
but  through  that  of  the  manufacturera  who 
supply  them  with  goods.  We  want  by  this 
Bill  to  get  at  those  individuals.  A  httle 
dealer  is  very  often  hauled  up  and  fined 
for  selling  an  article  of  which  he  could 
not  know  the  composition.  An  illus- 
tration has  been  given  with  regard  to 
beet  ayrup  having  been  sold  as  pure  cane 
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syrup.    If  a  warranty  had  been  supplied 

for  pure  cane  syrup  the  retailer  would 
have  escaped,  and  rightly,  but  he  could 
not  if  the  description  was  only  on  the 
label,  under  the  law  as  it  at  present 
stands.  I  think  some  Amendment  should 
be  accepted  which  would  get  rid  of  this 
hardship  on  the  small  tradespeople. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  said  he  thought 
the  clause  had  been  dealt  with  in  too 
technical  a  manner.  What  was  required 
was  to  deal  more  stringently  with  the 
manufacturers  of  margarine  and  other 
products. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  It  is  the 
wholesale  dealers  who  make  large  for- 
tunes, probably  by  adulteration.  The 
retail  dealer  does  not  know  anything  of 
the  transactions,  and  does  not  know  the 
meaning  of  the  word  margarine,  and  the 
fact  that  the  wholesalers  deal  in  hundred- 
weights instead  of  pounds  is  not  an 
insuperable  difficulty  against  bringing 
them  under  this  Act,  as  is  shown  by  Sec- 
tion 19  introduced  by  the  Committee 
,  upstairs.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment whether  they  could  not  put  in  a 
specific  clause  providing  that  where  the 
retailer  shows  that  he  is  not  responsible 
for  the  adulteration  a  prosecution  with 
respect  to  that  adulteration  shou'.d  lie 
against  the  wholesale  dealer. 

*Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  I  would  ask  the  Government,  as  a 
supporter  of  this  Bill,  either  to  accept  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Bridgton  Division,  or  the  more  practical 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Glamorgan.  -  I  should  wish  to  put  Itefore 
the  House  the  most  important  evidence 
given  by  Mr.  Lovell,  a  most  aljle 
witness  and  one  of  the  largest  men  in 
the  trade,  before  the  Select  Committee 
with  reference  to  the  system  of  fraud 
carried  out  by  the  wholesale  dealers. 
Mr.  Lovell  stated  that  he  would  produce 
one  witness  who  had  been  solicited  to 
buy  a  machine  for  mixing  margarine 
with  butter,  on  account  of  the  enormous 
profits  that  can  be  made,  and  another 
"  responsible  witness  who  will  tell  you  that 
a  manufacturer  of  these  mixtures  had 
solicited  him  to  sell  the  mixtures  and  told 
him  they  are  so  much  like  butter  that 
you  can  sell  them  with  impunity,  and  if 
you  are  fined,  I  will  jay  all  expenses." 
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Mr.    DUCKWORTH     (Lancashire, ' 

Middleton) :  This  Amendment  is  much  i 
more  important  than  some  hon.  Gentle- 
men would  imagine.     So   Far  as  the 
large  retailer  is  conceTned  he  is  all  ri^ht ; ' 
he  can  make  his  bargain  with  the  whole- 
sale dealer  and  get  his  warranty ;  but  the 
small  retailers  do  business  with  a  whole- 
sale man,  and  are  on  his  books,  sls  it  is  < 
called,  and  they  have  to  bear  the  brunt.  , 
They  are  not  in  a  position  to  demand  a 
warranty,  so  that  when  thej'  are  prose-  ^ 
cuted  the  wholesale  dealer  escapes.  That 
is  the  way  in  which  this  measure  acts,  and 
it  would  be  well,  if  possible,  to  bring 
these  laige  wholesale  dealers  within  the 
operation  of  the  Bill. 


Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  {Glasgow 
Camlacbie) :  Supposing  a  sample  is  taken 
from  a  retail  shop,  and  is  found  to  be 
grossly  adulterated,  the  law  demands 
that  somebody  must  be  punished,  and  the 
authorities  proceed  against  the  shop- 
keeper. He  makes  a  defence,  not  that  the 
goods  are  not  adulterated,  but  that,  if  they 
are,  proceedings  should  be  taken  against 
the  man  who  adulterated  them.  In  that 
case  I  think  the  authorities  should  be 
bound  to  proceed  a^nst  the  wholesale 
dealer.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  accept  this  Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  75 ;  Noes, 
175.   (Division  List,  No.  273.) 


Allan,  WilliAm  (Gateshead) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Billson,  Alfred 
Broad  hurflt,  Henry 
Brunner.  Sir  John  TomlinsoQ 
Bumn,  John 
Bart,  TlioinaH 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Kobeit  (Durham) 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  1).  Gibson- 
CanstoD,  Kichaid  Knight 
Channing,  Francis  All-ton 
Clark,Dr.  O.  B.  (Caithness-sii. ) 
Clonpli,  Walter  Owen 
Colvitle,  John 

Cross,  Alexander  (Gla^w) 

Daviee,M.  Vaughan-i  Cardigan 

Dewar,  Arthur 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

DncKworth,  James 

Emmott,  Alfred 

EvanH,  >SainuelT.  (Glamorgan) 

Everxhed,  Sydney 

Farquharsun,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Ldth) 


AYES. 

Fitzmaorice,  Lord  Edmnnd 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
(Joddard,  Daniel  Ford 
GardoD,  Sir  "Wni.  Brampton 
Hedderwick.  Thos.  Chas.  H. 
Holland,  Wni.H.  (York.W.K.) 
Homiman.  Frederick  John 
Hattoo,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Johnson- Ferciuson.  Jabez  £. 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
I^abouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Lou^li,  Thomas 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M'Crae,  George 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.(Devonport) 
Mottlton,  John  Fletcher 
Oldroyd,  Mark 

Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Nortlmmh.) 


Priestley,  BHggs  (Yorks.) 
Richardson,  jTlDurham,  S.E.)- 
Kickett,  J.  Compton 
KobeoQ,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stiockton^on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  ( Forfarshire  >■ 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westnieath) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Pliili|>s 
Ure,  Alexander 
Warner,  Thomas  Courf.nay  T. 
Wedderoum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wliittaker,  Thomas  Pahner 
Wiiliams,  John  Car\-ell(Nott:?, 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Dui-ham,  ^Mid.! 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  and. 

Mr,  Piekersgill. 


Abraham,  W.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdttle,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt.Josceline  FitzRoy 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  G.W. (Leeds) 
Kuhury,  Frederick  George 
^mes,  Frederic  tJorell 
Biirry,  IU.Hn.A.H.S-(Hunta.) 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plnnket 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  B. 
Benirose,  Sir  Heniy  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Biddnlph,  Michael 
Bill,  Charles 
BlnndeU,  Colonel  Hen^ 
BoRcawen,  Arthur  Grimth- 


NO£S 

Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
CavendiHh,  R.  F.  (N.  Lancf.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
rharaberlain|Rt.Hn.J.(Binn.) 
Chamberlain,  J  Au8ten(  Worc'r) 
('barrin^ton.  Spencer 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
rollings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chao.  Edw.  H.Atbole 
Cook,  Fre<l.  Lucas  (Lainheth) 
Cooke.  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Comwallia,Fienn«aStanIe;^W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainhndge 


Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Carran,  Thomas  (S^Iigo,  S.) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeitli,  Earl  of 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  Georae 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubeit  V 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowea.Hon.  Ailwjn  Ed  warti 

Fergusson,Kt.Hn.SirJ(Maiic'r 
Finoh,  Georse  H. 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  B. 

Fisher,  William  Hayee 

Flannery.  Sir  Fortescue 

Flower,  Ernest 

Flynn,  James  Chrbtopher 
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Fovter,  Colonal  (LancMter) 
Foster,  Harry  8.  (Snflblk) 
Fry,  Lewis 
G&rfit,  WUliAm 
Gibba,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 
GUe^  Cfa&rlea  Tyrrell 
GiUUt,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Cioldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  Joan  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hm.  Sir  John  E. 
GoMhen,Rt.Hn.6.J.(StGea'«) 
Goecheo,  George  J.  (Sossex) 
Gronlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gretton,  John 
Gall,  Sir  Cameron 
Hanbnry,  Re.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Hanson,  SirRwinald 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Holder,  Angnstoa 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hobbonse,  Henry 
Hudqon,  Geiwge  Kokerstetii 
Jebb;  Riohard  Claverlunue 
Jenkins^ir  Jdm  Jones 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kenyon,  James 
Koiyoo-Slaney,  Col.  William 
KUtnide,  Denis 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfrea 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
LMghton,  Stanley 
LleweIlyn,Evan  H,  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.-  (Swansea) 
Lockwood,  Lt-Col.  A  R 
Loder,  Gerald  Walto-  Erakine 


{17  July  1899} 

Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (EveBbam) 
Long,  Bt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Boiler 
Lewies,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lyttelton.  Hon.  Alfred 
Hacaleeee,  Daniel 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maelnre,  Sir  John  WiAlam 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James 
Mellor.  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Bere»ford  Valentine 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Mildmay,  Frauds  Bingham 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Samuel 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  (iisorge 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  W.  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Xiool,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow.W. 
Parkes,  Ebeneser 
Pease,  Herbert  P.(Darlington) 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Hig^s,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
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Power,  Patrick  Joaei^ 
Priestley.  SirW.  O.  (Edinbo^h 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym.  C.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir  Jamei 
Round,  Jsmes 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Hany  S.  (Limehoase) 
Sandys,  Lt.'CoI.  Thos.  Myles 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebottom,  T.  (Stalybridge) 
SideliOttom,William(Dert^h. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley.  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley.  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Sbnuss,  Arthur 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlins  'n.  W.  E.  Murray 
Tritton.  diaries  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscoant 
Vincent,  Col.  SirC.  E.  Howard 

Wliiteley,  H  (Ashton-n.-Lyne 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-(Birm.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.(Worceater8hr.N 
Wilson-Todd.  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wolff.  Gastav  Wilhelm 
Wri^htson,  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 

Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Youngw,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  William  SValrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  I  beg  to 
move  the  new  clause  standing  on  the 
Paper  in  my  name.  One  of  the  most 
frequent  causes  of  friction  in  the  present 
Act  has  been  the  conflict  between  public 
analysts  and  the  Government  laboratory 
at  Somerset  House.  In  many  cases  the 
pubUc  analysts  were  probably  too  anxious 
to  secure  a  conviction,  whereas,  on  the 
other  band,  the  analysts  at  Somerset 
House  were  generally  anxious  to  give  the 
accused  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 
Somerset  House  set  up  a  standard  which 
was  found  grave  fault  with  by  public 
analysts.  The  Society  of  Public  Analysts 
have  again  and  again  censured  in 
the  most  vigorous  terms  Somerset 
House,  and  Somerset  House  has 
spoken  very  disrespectfully  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  many  of  the  public 
analysts.  That  renders  it  necessary  that 
there  should  be  some  board  set  up  to  get 
rid  of  that  friction.  The  question  of 
standards  is  one  of  the  most  important. 
If  you  set  up  low  standards  those  low 
standards  will  be  worked  down  to.  The 
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Select  Committee  recommended  that 
standards  should  be  set  up  by  a  depart- 
ment constituted  in  the  manner  proposed 
in  this  clause.  Standards  must  vary  from 
time  to  time.  Improvements  are  intro- 
duced in  the  manufacture,  new  facts 
transpire,  and  new  articles  are  brought 
into  use,  and  it  is  necessary  that  the 
standards  should  be  dealt  with  as  chants 
arise.  The  composition  of  the  Standing 
Committee  of  Reference  on  Food  Stan- 
dards is  that  proposed  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee which  sat  on  the  question  of 
adulteration.  But  the  composition  is 
really  a  matter  of  secondary  importance. 
What  I  urge  is  the  appointment  of  some 
such  Committee. 

New  clause : — 

"(1)  The  Local  Government  Board  shall 
appoint  a  Standing  Committee  of  Reference  on 
Food  Standards  to  be  composed  aa  follows  : — 
Each  of  the  following  bodies— that  is  to  say, 
the  Society  of  Public  Analysts,  the  General 
Medical  Council,  the  Institute  of  Chemistry, 
and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society — shall  name  a 
representative,  and  the  Local  Government 
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Board  shall,  if  it  think  lit,  appoint  sach 
nominee  to  be  a  Memlxir  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  Reference  on  Food  Standards.  Bat 
if  the  Local  Government  Board  object  to  any 
person  so  nominated,  it  may  require  any  of  the 
bodies  aforenamed  to  nominate  three  persons, 
from  whom  the  Local  Government  Board  shall 
select  one  as  the  representative  of  that  body 
on  the  said  Standing  Committee.  The  prin- 
cipal officer  of  the  Government  Laboratory  at 
Somerset  House  shall,  ex-officio,  be  a  member 
of  the  said  Committee.  Tlie  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  the  Board  of  Agriculture  shall 
each  nominate  one  representative,  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  shall  nominate  two  members  en- 
gagenl  in  commerce.  AndthesaidStandingCom- 
mittee  shall,  after  such  noticeandsnch  inquiry 
as  the^  shall  think  fit,  be  empowered  to  make 
such  orders  as  they  from  time  to  time  think 
proper  respecting  standards  of  the  quality  and 
punty  of  food  and  drugs,  and  to  determine 
what  deficiency  of  the  noniial  contents  of  any 
article  of  food  or  drug,  or  what  addition  of 
extraneous  matter,  or  what  proportion  of  water 
in  any  article  of  food  or  drug  snail  raise  a  pre- 
sumption, until  the  contrary  is  proved,  that 
the  article  in  question  is  not  genuine  or  is 
injarious  to  health,  and  such  orders,  if  and 
wnen  th^  have  been  confirmed  by  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  shall 
have  the  force  of  law.  Provided  atwavs,  that 
in  any  case  where  a  standard  of  the  quality  or 
purity  of  any  article  of  food  or  drugs  is 
prescribed  by  Statute  this  section  stiall  not 
apply. 

"(2)  The  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  Reference  on  Food  Standards  shall 
be  remonerated  for  their  services  out  of  moneys 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament  qn  such  a  scale 
as  the  Treasury  may  determine.  Tlie  Local 
Government  Board  shall  nominate  ia  member 
of  the  Committee  to  act  as  chairman,  three  shall 
form  a  qnornm,  and  the  chairman  shall  have  a 
casting  but  not  a  deliberative  vote."— {Sir 
Charles  Cameron.) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
That  the  clause  be  rrad  a  second  time." 

Mr.  long  :  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
adopt  the  clause.  It  is  true  the  Select 
Committee  recommended  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  reference  to 
arrive  at  a  standard  of  purity.  That 
recommendation  was  one  the  Government 
found  it  impossible  to  give  effect  to.  In 
the  first  place,  although  it  is  here  made  a 
condition  that  the  sanction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  shall  be  obtained  before 
the  decision  have  the  efiect  of  law,  yet 
the  result  of  the  scheme  would  be  that 
the  responsibility  which  now  rests  upon  a 
Government  Department  would  be  do 
volved  upon  an  altogether  independent 
body  of  experts.  That  is  fundamentally 
wrong  as  regards  the  duty  of  Government 
Departments  to  control  the  work  affect- 

Sir  Charles  Camron. 


ing  those  Departments.  The  hon.  Baronet 
proposes  that  the  appointment  of  this 
committee  should  rest  with  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Speaking  for  my 
Department,  I  should  be  perfectly  con- 
tent that  that  should  be  so,  as  I  am  per- 
fectly confident  that  they  would  have  full 
rejgard  to  the  interests  of  the  industry 
with  which  my  Department  is  concerned. 
But  this  committee  of  reference  would 
probably  have  to  come  to  decisions  upon 
many  articles  of  food  which  are  mainly 
concerned  with  agriculture.  I  think  it 
would  lead  to  confusion  if  the  Local 
Government  Board  were  called  upon  to 
appoint  the  committee,  and  might 
gravely  affect  the  future  interests  of  the 
agricultural  industry,  fake  the  case  of 
butter^  for  instance.  It  would  be  quite 
easy  for  a  committee  of  this  sort  to  pro- 
coed  to  work  with  the  fullest  intention  to 
do  their  duty,  and  yet  arrive  at  a  conclu- 
sion which  mi^bt  ruin  a  third  or  a  half  of 
the  dairy  agriculturists  in  the  country. 
If  that  is  the  case,  I  think  it  is  a  reason 
against  giving  such  large  powers  to  an 
independent  expert  authority  free  from 
the  control  of  any  Government  Depart- 
ment. The  clause  we  suggest  does  not 
fully  carry  out  the  recommendations  of 
the  committee,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  said 
that  it  does  not  entirely  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  public,  but  it  is  a 
compromise  upon  a  difficult  and  compli- 
cated question,  uid  if  loyally  carried  out 
will  give  effect  to  the  greater  part  of  the 
wishes  which  have  been  expressed  by 
those  interested  in  the  agricultural  in- 
dustry, and  by  those  who  are  anxious 
that  there  should  be  some  understood 
line  as  to  what  is  pure  and  what  is  im- 
pure. I  therefore  hope  the  House  will 
not  accept  this  proposed  clause,  but  will 
later  on  agree  to  the  clause  we  suggest. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  Is  it  in- 
tended that  the  committee  should  be 
statutory  1  There  is  no  reference  to  it  in 
the  Bill  whatever. 

Mr.  LONG :  A  similar  question  was 
asked  upstairs,  but  it  is  obrious  that  a 
statutory  committee  for  this  purpose 
would  be  ridiculous.  The  work  of  the 
committee,  the  articles  of  food  to  be  con- 
sidered, the  committee  itself,  would  all 
vary  from  time  to  time.  One  object  is 
to  get  the  assistance  of  men  of  expert  and 
practical  knowledge,  so  that  wise  advic« 
should  be  given  to  the  country  upon  this 
particular  subject. 
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Mr.  KEAELEY  :  A  great  deal  depends 
BDon  the  constitution  of  the  committee. 
With  regard  to  the  claim  that  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  is  entitled  to  have  the 
control  of  this  committee  because  parti- 
cular questions  to  be  discussed  would 
refer  to  agricultural  produce,  I  would 
remind  the  House  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  has  an  Amendment 
on  tiie  Paper  to  extend  the  inquiiy  of 
this  committee  to  other  ui/ides  of  food. 
That  enlarges  the  scope  enormously,  and 
makes  it  a  very  serious  question  to  con- 
sider. We  are  absolutely  agreed  there  should 
be  some  committee  set  up  to  deal  with 
standards  of  purity,  but  a  body  composed 
of  officials  from  Somerset  House  would  not 
satisfy  the  trade  of  the  country.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  an 
assurance  that  it  shall  be  a  committee 
which  will  thoroughly  go  into  the 
question,  and  not  be  confined  or  con- 
strained, I  do  not  think  it  matters  very 
much  who  controls  it,  whether  it  be 
Somerset  House,  the  Local  Government 
Eoard,  or  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 


Mr.  LOWLES  (Shoreditch,  Hag- 
gerston) :  I  hope  the  House  vrill  reject 
the  proposed  clause.  To  my  mind  we 
have  the  most  complete  safeguards  in  the 
analysts  at  Somerset  House,  and  no  com- 
mittee, however  constituted,  would  be  so 
satisfactory.  There  has  been  no  charge 
made  against  the  technical  knowledge, 
impartiaKty,  or  skill  of  those  officials ; 
their  decisions  are  perfectly  impartial,  the 
officials  are  men  of  the  highest  possible 
practical  skill,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  Bill  as  it  stands  will  provide  the 
greatest  possible  safeguards  both  for  the 
public  and  for  the  retail  dealer.  There  is 
a  danger  that  local  analysts  may  be 
subject  to  local  prejudice,  being  paid  by 
the  local  authority,  and  it  would  be  a  pity 
to  disturb  an  amuigement  by  which  the 
disputed  samples  must  be  referred  to  the 
analyst  at  Somerset  House  by  calling  in 
a  great  number  of  outside  experts,  the 
only  result  of  which  would  be  to  get  a 
number  of  contradictory  opinions.  I 
hope  the  Government  will  as  far  as  pos- 
sible leave  the  decision  of  these  vexed 
questions  in  the  hands  of  those  experts 
whose  training,  knowledge,  and  admitted 
impartiality  have  inspired  confidence 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
country. 
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Me.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) 
The  power   which  Clause  4   propose  i 
to    confer  upon  the  Board   of  Agri- 
culture is  a  very  large  one.     It  is 
suggested  that  they  should  have  power  to 
set  up  these  standards  after  such  in- 
quiry as  they  think  fit,  while  the  names 
of  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  compose  the 
committee  are  not  given ;  but  I  imagine 
it  is  intended  that  they  should  be  experts 
who  will  command  the  confidence  of  the 
public    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
opposed  this  Amendment  has  stated  that 
the  Government  could  not  agree  to  the 
appointment   of  any  committee  which 
would  be  independent  of  the  control  of 
the  Government.    But  that  is  not  the 
proposition  before  the  House.     As  I 
understand,  my  hon.  friend  moves  that 
the    Local   Government   Board  shall 
appoint  a  committee  of  experts.    If  the 
Local  Grovemment  Board  appoint  them 
it  is  perfectly  clear  that  those  experts 
would  not  be  outside  the  control  of  the 
Government  for  the  time  being.  But 
there  is  a  much  more  important  fact.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that  he 
could  not  accept  the   standards  which 
might   be   fixed   by   gentlemen  whose 
opinions  might  vary  very  much.    But  in 
point  of  fact  at  present  we  have  no 
standard  with  regard  to  the  pfirity  of 
food.    Surely  if  you  are  going  to  pass  an 
Act  which  will  impose  penalties  of  a  very 
serious  character  upon  people  who  supply 
the  mass  of  the  nation  with  their  food 
articles,  it  is  a  desirable  thing  that  those 
people  should  at  least  have  some  staTidard 
of  purity  before  ttieir  eyes  by  means  of 
which  they  may  know  whether  they  are 
complying  with  the  law  or  offending 
against  it.    That  is  the  whole  gist  of  the 
Amendment,  and  I  must  say  it  is  certainly 
drawing  very  largely  upon  the  confidence 
of  this  House  for  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  to  ask  us  to  give  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture — which,  no  doubt,  is  a  very 
respectable  body — such  enormous  power 
as  to  settle  1^  mere  reference  which  will 
satisfy  them  standards  of  purity  in  respect 
of  every  article  of  food  that  may  be 
affected  throughout  the   whole  of  the 
country.    There  is  much  more  to  be  said 
in  favour  of  this  clause  as  against  that  of 
the  Government  

Mr.  LONG  :  On  a  point  of  order.  Sir. 
Is  the  hon.  Member  in  order  in  discussing 
Clause  4,  which  is  a  clause  in  the  Bil!^ 
and  deals  with  an  altogether  different 
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body,  upon  a  motion  of  the  horr.  Baronet 
opposite  to  create  a  distinct  body  of 
experts  for  a  different  purpose  alto- 
gether 1 

♦Mb.  speaker  :  It  would  not,  be  in 
order  to  discuss  that  clause,  but  I  under- 
stand the  contention  to  be  that  tius  is  an 
alternative  proposal  to  Clause  4. 

Mb.  HEDDER\MCK:  So  I  under- 
stand it.  My  remarks  were  perfectly 
applicable  to  the  proposal  before  the 
House,  and  gather  additional  force  when 
one  refers  to  Clause  4,  to  which,  indeed, 
the  whole  Amendment  has  special  refer- 
ence. 

.  Mb.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE:  It  is 
extremely  probable  that  if  the  committee 
is  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  it 
will  consist  of  many  of  the  very  persons 
who  would  compose  the  committee 
suggested  by  the  proposed  new  clause. 

Me.  HEDDERAVICK  :  Chuse  4  pro- 
poses no  committee  at  all ;  it  merely  says 

"  after  inquiry." 

Me.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE :  It  is  not 
the  duty  of  these  officials  to  establish 
standards ;  their  duty  is  to  see  whether 
the  article  is  or  is  not  adulterated,  and 
in  \rhat  way  it  is  adulterated. 
It  is  clear  there  must  be  some  authority 
to  undertake  the  du^  of  setting  up 
standards.  So  far  as  I  understand  the 
right  hon,  Gentleman,  that  authority  will 
be  constituted  by  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, and  that  is  an  arrangement  which  I 
think  will  work  sfitisfactorily. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  It  seems  to 
me  there  are  two  points  raised  by  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  Baronet.  His  proposal 
and  that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
agree  that  there  ought  to  be  some  kind  of 
standard  set  up.  The  hon.  Baronet  pro- 
poses a  definite  standard  fixed  by  a  definite 
lx)dy,  whereas  it  is  proposed  in  the  Bill  to 
determine  not  a  standard  of  purity  but  a 
standard  of  deficiency.  The  hon.  Baronet 
proposes  that  the  standard  should  be  fixed 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  we 
have  therefore  got  to  consider  first  whether 
it  could  lie  better  done  by  that  Board  or 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  I,  like  the 
hon.  Baronet,  am  in  favoiu-  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  I  am  for  com- 

JUr.  Long. 


plete  standards.     I  am  glad  that  by  a 
recent    decision    of    the    Courts  the 
analyst  must  now  show  not  only  the  per- 
centage of  water  in  milk  but  also  the  fatty 
matter  and  the  ordinary  solids  it  contains. 
The  result  will  be,  however,  as  has 
happened  on  several  occasions,  that  Somer- 
set House  will  hare  one  standard,  and  the 
local  analyst  another,  for  water,  solids^ 
and  fatty  matter,  and  a  third  analyst  se- 
lected by  the  accused  person  may  have  a. 
third  standard  altogetner.    Therefore  we 
have  got  competing  standards  as  well  as 
competing  analysts.     The  question  we 
have  to  decide  now  is  what  Department- 
ought  to   have  charge  of  analyses  in 
connection  with  this  Act.   The  inspection 
and  control  will  still  remain  with  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  the  proper 
functionary  is,  therefore,  the  Preffldent  of 
the  Local  Government  Board.   For  is  not- 
the  work  given  by  Parliament  to  the  local 
authorities  responsible  to  that  Board  t 
Again,  shall  we  take  standards  for  every 
class  of  food,  or  only  for  the  four  articles- 
mentioned  in  the  Bill  ?  I  think  we  ought, 
to  have  a  standard  for  every  class  of 
food,  and   that    we  ought  to  deter- 
mine the   amount   of    starch    to  be 
allowed   in   cocoa,  as    well    as  the 
quantity   of    water    to    be  idlowed 
in  milk.  We  ought  also  to  protect  drugs  in 
the  same  way,  because  oftentimes  adidter- 
ated  drugs  cause  a  great  number  of  pre- 
mature deaths.    What  we  have  to  do  is. 
to  appoint  a  proper  body  to  determine  a 
standard  for  every  form  of  food,  and 
when  any  question  comes  before  a  magis- 
trate he  can  refer  to  the  particmar 
standard  concerned.    If  the  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  is  carried,  we  shall  have 
a  board  composed  of  the  chief  men  in 
special  departments  whose  opinion  is 
worth  having,  instead  of  a  Iward  adnsed 
by  whom  we  do  not  know — perhaps  even 
by  Somerset  House.    But  these  questions 
ought  to  be  treated  from  a  physiological 
and  pathological  standpoint^  of  which  the 
analysts    at    Somerset    House  know- 
nothing.    They  should  not  be  determined 
by  a  mere  board  of  chemists,  l>iU  by  a 
board  which  knows  the  physiological 
effect  of  what  it  is  doing.    Can  Somerset 
House  determine  whether  a  particular 
food  is  injurious  or  not  ?   At  the  present 
moment)  some,  medical  men  will  tell  yoii 
that  boracic  acid  is  not  more  injurious 
than  common  salt.    Others  will  tell  you 
that  it  is  dangerous  for  children,  and  that 
under  certain  conditions  it  ought  not  to< 
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be  used,  and  that  it  has  a  different  patho- 
logical action  in  childhood  and  old  age. 
Are  all  these  questions  to  be  decidedby 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
advised  by  someone  we  know  nothing 
About?  On  the  other  hand,  the  hon. 
Baronet  proposes  that  the  board  should 
consist  of  the  leadii^  autbcwities  in 
^>ecial  departments.  We  have  got  to 
<fetermine  whether  these  standutts  shall 
be  established  by  men  competent  to  dp 
so,  and  who  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  or  by  an  unknown  departmental 
committee.  We  think  in  this  Bill  you 
ffl-e  going  to  propitiate  the  agriciiltural 
interests  by  something  in  the  nature  of 
protection.  You  are  going  to  reserve  the 
fixing  of  standards  in  these  four  tMngs  to 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture.  I  mnk 
tliat  is  a  great  mistake.  The  cont3t>l  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  will  remain  in 
the  future,  as  in  the  past,  with  the  Io<»I 
bodies  acting  under  the  direction  of 
-the  Local  Government  Board,  and  if 
the  Bill  remains  as  it  is,  you  will  in 
future  have  these  local  authorities  taking, 
■as  regards  these  four  articles  of  food, 
their  orders  from  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, and  their  orders  with  regard  to 
every  other  article  of  food  from  the  Local 
<]roveniment  Board.  I  hope  the  House 
will  support  the  hon.  Baronet.  If  his 
motion  is  carried,  we  shall  have  standards 
«et  up  by  competent  men  who  obtained 
their  positions  by  virtue  of  their  abilities, 
Mid  have  not  been  appointed  from 
■different  motives  altogether.  I  shall 
strongly  support  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
Baronet.  I  entirely  disagree  with  the 
inadequate  compromise  in  Clause  4,  and, 
as  all  prosecutions  are  carried  out  by  the 
officers  of  the  local  authorities  who  are 
responsible  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  I  think  that  that  Board  should 
•control  this  matter. 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
•GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.)  :  What  are  the 
main  articles  that  affect  the  public  health  1 
First  of  all,  milk — that  is  the  most 
important ;  and,  secondly,  butter.  These 
are  the  two  articles  which  are  constantly 
before  the  courts— more  especially  milk, 
though  very  frequently  the  question  of 
water  in  butter  arises.  These  two  articles 
^ct  the  Board  of  Agrujulture  more  than 
the  Local  Government  Board.  In  fact, 
the  Local  Government  Board  has  nothing 
to  do  with  them,  and  surely  the  Botud  ot 


Agriculture  is  the  proper  body  to  set  up 
standards  affecting  them.  Sometimes  a 
prosecution  takes  place  affecting  mustard, 
ginger,  or  cocoa,  and  these  questions  are 
more  germane  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  than  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  retain  ^em  with 
the  Local  Goremment  Board.  But  as 
regards  milk  and  butter,  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  is  constantly  dealing  with 
them,  and  is  much  better  fitted  to  have 
control  of  the  committee  fixing  their 
standards.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
inspectors  of  the  local  authorities  are 
under  the  Local  Grovemment  Board,  but 
they  are  also  under  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture in  some  matters,  notably  the  Diseases 
of  Animals  Act.  I  think  the  Amendment 
seeks  to  put  new  duties  on  the  Local 
(Jovemment  Board  which  it  ought  not  to 
be  asked  to  undertake,  as  it  nas  quite 
sufficient  work  as  it  is. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  It 
is  perfectly  clear  that  there  is  no  <£ffer- 
ence  between  the  two  sides  of  the  House  as 
to  the  end  they  wish  to  achieve.  The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
has  one  method  of  attaining  that  end,  and 
the  hon.  Baronet  has  another.  But  it  is 
agreed  that  ultimately  skilled  advice  must 
be  taken,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  some 
skilled  advice  is  taken  under  each  method. 
I  do  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  is  quite  fair  to  the 
Amendment.  The  essential  difference 
between  the  two  sides  of  the  House  is 
that,  whereas  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  the  Government  think  that  this 
matter  should  be  placed  under  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  we  would  prefer  the  Local 
Grovemment  Board,  because,  of  course, 
that  is  the  gist  of  the  clause  which  the 
hon.  Baronet  proposes.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  this  committee  would 
be  largely  beyond  the  control  of  Gh)vem- 
ment  Departments,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  is  a  fair  criticism,  because  the  Local 
Grovemment  Board  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  will  nominate  one  member 
each,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  two  mem- 
bers, so  that  Grovornment  Departments 
would  largely  control  the  constitution  of 
the  committee.  In  my  humble  opinion, 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  should  not  have 
charge  of  this  matter.  Not  only  are  the 
Grovemment  throwing  over  the  principle 
which  governed  previous  Adulteration 
Acts,  but  they  are  throwing  over  also 
their  own  clause  in  the  Bill,  which  states 
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that  "  the  Local  Government  Board  may, 

in  relation  to  any  matter  appearing  to 
affect  the  general  interests  of  the  consumer, 
direct,"  <tc.  What  we  are  dealing  with 
in  this  Bill  is  the  general  interest  of  the 
consume^.  That  is  the  object  of  this 
legislation.  The  Parliamentary  Secretary 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  has  said 
that  this  matter  of  standards  would  be 
more  germane  to  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture^ beeatue  the  articles  chiefly  dealt 
Mrith  will  be  milk  and  butter. 
That  is  all  very  well,  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  importance  of  milk  as 
an  article  of  food  is  greater  to  the  con- 
sumer than  the  agriculturist,  and  the 
sanction  for  all  this  kind  of  legislation  is 
that  we  are  bound  to  take  precautions  to 
prevent  anything  being  done  which 
would  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  the 
consumer.  This  is  not  only  the  principle 
which  has  governed  past  legislation,  but 
it  has  also  been  embodied  in  the  Bill  of 
the  Government.  No  matter  what  pre- 
cautions we  may  take,  by  the  very  fact  of 
entrusting  the  administration  of  the  Act 
in  this  particular  to  a  Department  which 
goes  by  the  name  of  Board  of  Agriculture, 
we  inevitably  incur  a  very  grave  and 
serious  risk  that  the  interests  of  agricul- 
ture will  be  put  more  prominently  for- 
ward than  the  interests  of  the  consumer. 
It  would  be  far  more  intelligible  if  the 
Government  accepted  the  principle  of 
past  legislation,  and  put  this  matter  under 
the  control  of  the  Local  Gh>vemment 
Board. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (AbenJeen,  South):  It 
is  impossible  to  regard  this  motion  as  an 
alternative  to  the  proposal  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  contained  in  Clause  4.  The  sub- 
stantial difference  between  the  two  is  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  desires  to  retain  this  mat- 
ter in  the  control  of  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board,  whereas  the  Government  desire  to 
hand  it  over  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
In  the  next  place,  the  new  clause  would 
make  the  committee  which  is  to  regulate 
these  standards — which  would  not  be 
absolute  but  approximate  standards— a 
much  more  influential  and  important  body 
than  any  that  could  be  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
The  proposal  of  my  hon.  friend  pi-oceeds 
on  the  lines  of  the  Keport  of  the  Commit- 
tee which  examined  this  matter  with 
^^reat  care,  and  which  reported  strongly 
in  favour  of  an  influential  committee  of 
this  kind.    It  is  true  that  it  did  not  pro- 
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pose  to  make  it  a  statutory  committee  in 

quite  the  same  sense  as  the  new  clause 
would  make  it,  but  that  is  a  matter  on 
which  amendment  is  possible  if  the  clause 
is  read  a  second  time.  We  come  to  the 
question  then  whether  the  plan  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  is  not  a  better  plan  than  that 
of  the  Government.  A  p-iind  fade  case 
has  clearly  been  made  out  for  the  Local 
Government  Board,  because  it  is  in  pos- 
session of  the  field,  not  so  much  in  con- 
nection with  these  four  particular  arti<^s, 
but  with  respect  to  all  matters  respecting 
public  health  which  ought  to  be  worked 
out  by  the  local  authorities  now  super- 
vised by  the  Local  Government  Board. 
The  Local  Government  Board  has  charge 
of  the  health  of  the  people,  and  has  a. 
scientiiic  and  competent  staff,  and  there- 
fore legislation  and  administration  as  far 
as  it  has  gone  is  favourable  to  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  Local  Government  Board 
should  have  control  in  this  matter.  What 
is  the  answer  made  by  the  Ctovenunent?  It 
is  that  the  Board  of  Agricultureis  concerned 
with  dairying ;  that  dairying  produces 
milk  and  butter ;  and  that  therefore  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  is  the  proper  bodj 
to  fix  standards.  But  surely  that  rests 
on  the  patent  fallacy  that  the  man  who 
makes  milk  and  butter  is  the  man  who 
knows  best  what  milk  and  butter  ought 
to  be.  The  fixingof  standard  is  not  a  matter 
for  the  dairyman.  It  is  a  very  difficult 
matter  of  science,  which  requires  the 
utmost  skill  and  experience  on  the  part 
of  practical  analysts  and  of  those  who 
have  devoted  their  whole  lives  to  the 
study  of  chemistry.  The  Board  of  Agri- 
culture appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  ambi- 
tious body.  It  looks  out  for  work  as  if 
it  had  not  enough  work  to  do.  I  w^ould 
suggest  that  it  has  a  good  deal  of  work 
to  do,  in  its  own  proper  sphere,  in  endea- 
vouring to  induce  the  farmers  of  thia 
country  to  adopt  better  methods  and  to 
brine  their  dairying  up  to  the  Continental 
level.  For  it  to  undertake  this  branch  of 
chemistry  is,  however,  to  enter  into  a  new 
field  altogether  unsuited  to  it,  and  with- 
out its  having  any  proper  staff.  That 
part  of  the  answer  of  the  Government 
therefore  entirely  falls  to  the  groimd,  and 
I  am  obliged  to  conclude  that  the  Local 
Government  Board,  possessing  as  it  doea 
scientific  knowledge  and  authority  over 
the  local  authorities,  is  much  more  quali- 
fied to  carry  out  this  duty  than  the 
Board  of  Agriculture.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  new  clause  cannot  be  improrec^  and 
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I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  be'  able  to 
improve  it  if  it  is  read  a  second  time  ; 
but  on  the  main  question  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Local  Gforemment  Board  is  the 
proper  authority. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  an  Amendment 
down  to  Clause  4  which  materially  ex- 
tends it,  and  in  a  manner  not  contm- 
plated  by  the  Committee  upstaira. 

Mr.  long  :  Since  the  Amendment 
has  been  placed  on  the  Paper  it  has  been 
found  that  it  goes  farther  than  I  had  in- 
tended. It  is,  therefore,  my  intention  not 
to  move  it. 

Mb.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  The 
wisest  course  would  be  to  reject  the  new 
clause  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  with  a 
view  also  to  the  rejection  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  clause  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  put  down.  I  do  not  think 
anyone  will  object  to  Clause  4  as  it  stands. 
I  am  quite  willing  to  entrust  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  deal  with 
standards  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
but  we  should  not  entrust  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  with  power  to  appoint  a 
committee  enjoying  a  roving  commission 
to  deal  with  all  food  products.  Let  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  limit  itself  to  deal- 
ing with  agricultural  products  in  which 
it  has  expert  knowledge.  When,^  how- 
ever, we  come  to  deal  with  aU  food 
products,  then  I  quite  agree  with  the  hon. 
Baronet,  that  it  is  more  desirable  that 
these  matters  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Ijocal  Government  Board  and  in  the 
hands  of  scientists  to  be  appointed  by 
that  Board.  I  venture  to  suggest  that 
under  the  circumstances  the  clause  might 
be  withdrawn. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  ThisBiU  is, 
or  ought  to  be.  a  Bill  to  protect  tiie  con- 
siuier  again^  adulteration.    We  have 

nothing  to  do  whether  or  not  it  is  injuri- 
ous to  the  agricultural  interest.  This 
question  has  descended  into  a  contest 
between  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  Clause  4 
deals  with  milk,  cream,  butter,  and 
cheese.  Now,  what  we  want  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  for  is,  in  order  to 
detennine  what  is  milk,  cream,  butter, 
or  cheese.  Personally,  I  should  prefer 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture to  choose  my  milk,  cream,  butter, 
uid  cheese,  rather  than  the  President  of 


the  Local  Government  Board.  But  ia 
there  any  difficulty  in  saying  what  is 
genuine  milk  ?  As  I  understand  it, 
genuine  milk  is  milk  that  comes  from  the 
cow.  You  do  not  require  analysts  from 
Somerset  House,  or  an  Agricultural 
Committee,  to  tell  you  what  milk  is. 
Milk  from  one  animal  may  be.  weaker 
than  milk  from  another ;  but  both  are 
genuine  milk,  and  so  far  as  I  know  there 
has  been  no  difficulty  in  deciding  what  is 
milk  or  what  is  butter.  The  other  day 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  cross- examining 
Dr.  Stevenson  from  Somerset  House  in 
a  County  Council  case,  and  he  said  he 
would  not  mind  swearing  that  there  was 
a  certain  proportion  of  boracic  acid  in  a 
certain  sample  of  butter,  and  that  he 
would  not  object  to  eating  it.  That  is 
all  very  well,  but  the  question  is  whether 
boracic  acid  is  injurious  to  children,  and 
not  whethffl*  it  can  be  stomached  by  any 
great  manfromSomersetHouse.  If  you  buy 
a  pound  of  butter,  you  buy  sixteen  ounces 
of  what  you  understand  to  be  butter.  You 
do  not  buy  fourteen  or  fifteen  ounces  of 
butter,  and  the  other  one  or  two  ounces 
of  boracic  acid.  I  think  our  foods  at  the 
present  moment  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
policeman.  The  policeman  is  appointed 
by  the  local  authority,  and  the  local 
authority  is  under  the  Local  Government 
Board.  What  we  have  to  do  is  to  see 
that  there  are  facilities  for  prosecuting 
those  who  sell  adulterated  food.  And 
what  is  adulterated  food  is  perfectly  easy 
to  ascertain  at  the  present  moment.  On 
the  whole  I  think  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  is  better  able  to  deal  with 
the  matter  than  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

♦Mb.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.) :  I  can- 
not agree  that  it  is  so  very  easy  to 
say  whether  these  articles  are  adulterated 
or  not.  My  experience,  I  confess,  has 
been  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain 
a  conviction  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs 
Act  of  1875,  and  subsequent  Acts.  Dif- 
ferent standards  of  purity  are  put  for- 
ward. In  some  cases,  for  instance,  the 
authorities  were  satisfied  that  17  per  cent, 
of  water  in  milk  was  not  adulteration,  and 
in  other  cases  they  said  that  milk  with 
22  per  cent,  of  water  was  very  good  milk. 
It  is  not  so  easy  to  decide  genuine  milk 
from  milk  which  has  been  described  by 
the  poet  as  "sky  blue."  If  the  question 

Cto  a  Division  I  shall  vote  with  the 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Bridge- 
ton  Division  of  Glasgow.    It  is,  in  my 
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opinion,  quite  immaterial  whether  the 
nomination  of  a  Standing  Committee 
should  rest  with  the  Local  Government 
Board  or  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  Both 
are  excellent,  but  primd  facte  neither  of 
them  is  the  beat  judge  as  to  what  the 
fixed  standard  shomd  oe.  I  have  always 
understood  that  there  Ib  a  great  distinction 
between  agriculture  and  mere  dairying ; 
and  therefore  the  argument  put  fcnmrd 
by  one  hon.  and  learned  Member  seems 
to  me  to  completely  subvert  the  ety- 
mology and  the  ordinary  meaning  of 
words.  Why  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
should  know  more  of  the  quality  of 
milk  and  butter  than  the  Local 
Government  Board  I  cannot  understand. 
I  wish  to  state  the  reason  why  I  prefer 
the  clause  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bridge- 
ton  to  that  suggested  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite.  The  gist  of  the 
clause  is,  that  there  should  be  a  fixed 
standard,  and  that  the  standard  should  be 
settled  by  a  body  in  whom  the  public 
would  have  confidence — a  standard  which 
would  be  binding  on  every  tribunal,  and 
which  no  faddist  could  get  out  of.  Now, 
such  a  standard  is  set  up  by  the  clause  in 
question,  because  the  Standing  Committee 
mentioned  in  the  clause  is  selected  by 
scientific  bodies  in  whom  the  public  have 
the  greatest  confidence,  such  as  the 
General  Medical  Council,  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry,  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts, 
and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Each 
of  these  should  name  a  representative, 
and  the  Local  Government  Board  shall,  if 
it  think  fit,  appoint  such  nominee  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Standing  Committee  of 
Reference  on  Food  Standards.  Then  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  will  nominate  one  repre- 
sentative each,  and  the  Board  of  Trade 
two.  There  are  thus  a  great  variety  of 
appointing  bodies,  and  all  Uie  men  selected 


will  be  men  of  the  greatest  scientific 
knowledge  and  will  all  be  independent  of 
each  other.  If  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
infallibility,  a  Committee  so  composed 
would  have  it.  It  is  quite  immaterial 
whether  such  a  Standing  Committee 
should  be  under  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
or  under  the  Local  Government  Board ; 
the  Committee  itseU  is  the  tiung. 
As  under  the  existii^  law  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  Uie  administration 
of  the  present  Adulteratiw  Acts,  the 
onus  lies  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  to  show  why  the  administration 
of  the  new  Act  should  be  taken  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Board, 
and  transferred  to  the  Boud  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE:  I  was  somewhat 
disappointed  that  the  Secretary  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  gave  the 
House  very  Uttle  light  as  to  what  was 
meant  by  Clause  4.  Th$kt  clause  is  ez- 
tremdy  indefinite.  Under  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Mranber  for  Bridgeton, 
we  know  exactly  the  composition  of  the 
body  to  be  set  up  to  determine  the  stan- 
dard ;  but  under  the  Bill  as  it  stands, 
neither  the  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  nor  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  has  given  us  the 
slightest  idea  as  to  what  they  are  going 
to  do.  The  ftdlest  extent  to  which  they 
have  gone  is  that  they  say  they  will  con- 
sult with  experts  and  practical  men  in  the 
trade.  On  account  of  that  indefiniteness 
I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  for  the 
Amendment  of  the  him.  Member  for 
Bridgeton. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  84 ;  Noes, 
194.   (Division  List,  Na  274.) 


Abraham,  Winiam(Cork,N.E.) 
AUiBon,  Kobert  Andrew 
Asher,  Alexander 
Bainbridfce,  Emerson 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
BUtsoo,  Alfred 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadliurst,  Henry 
Bryce,  Kt.  Hon.  James 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Cbanniag,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.(Cuthne8S-sh.) 
Colville,  John 

Mr.  Hemphill, 


AYES. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,M.  yaughan-(Cardigan 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogao.P.  C. 

Donghu,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dockworth,  James 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derl^  Co. ) 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gurdon,Sir  William  Brampton 


Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chaa.  H. 
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Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.H. 
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Tellers  fob  the  Noes — 
Sir  William  WaUtKid  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Mr.  KEAELEY  :  The  object  of  the 
new  clause  standing  in  my  name  is  to  give 
to  inspectors  the  power  to  ^'isit  the  pre- 
mises of  manufacturers  and  various  places 
where  food  products  may  be  adulterated, 
such  as  stores,  factories,  quays,  ships,  and 
80  on.  So  far  as  we  have  gone,  I  do  not 
think  there  are  sufficient  powers  of  in- 
spection in  the  Bill.  Most  useful  pro- 
visions have  been  introduced  into  the  Bill 
which  will  give  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
power  for  the  inspection  of  foods  and 
drugs  during  manufacture.  We  have 
also  gone  a  step  forward  in  the  direction 
of  detecting  those  who  are  pre-eminently 
guilty  of  fraud  in  sale.  There  is  an 
intermediate  stage  which  I  propose  to 
cover  by  my  new  clause.  When  goods 
are  in  the  possession  of  manufacturers,  or 
merchants,  or  are  in  transit  by  ship  or 
rail,  or  are  stored  in  the  cit)',  there  is  no 
power  whatever  of  inspecting  them  under 
the  present  law.  I  remember  some  years 
ago  a  parcel  of  ginger  which  had  been  ex- 
hausted— that  is,  the  extract  had  been 
made  from  it,  and  only  the  residuum  was 
left — was  offered  for  public  sale  as 
genuine  ginger.  It  was  a  matter  of 
notoriety  among  the  brokers  in  Mincing 
Lane,  but  there  was  no  power  to  con- 
fiscate these  goods,  or  to  bring  for- 
ward a  prosecution  against  the  sellers. 
I  believe  that  the  bulk  of  the  adulteration 
takes  place  at  the  retail  businesses,  but 
there  is  no  use  shutting  our  eyes  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  cases  where  the 
manufacturer  or  the  merchant  sends  out 
adulterated  goods  for  which  he  does  not 
suffer  the  penalty  of  the  law.  He  is 
perfectly  confident  that,  when  the  goods 
have  once  left  his  possession,  he  will  never 
be  called  to  account.  Under  Sub-section 
(h)  of  this  new  clause  of  mine,  I  propose 
that  the  inspector  shall  have  power  to 
purchase,  seize,  or  prociu-e  samples  of  any 
food  or  drugs  at  the  time  of  delivery,  or 
at  any  railway  station  or  other  place 
during  transit,  or  upon  the  premises  of  or 
elsewhere  in  the  possession  of  any  person 
for  the  purpose  of  carriage.  These 
powers  already  apply  to  milk  and 
margarine,  and  I  think  it  would  be 


desirable,  M'-ben  we  are  legislatiax 
upon  this  question,  that  we  should 
introduce  powers  into  this  Bill  for 
inspectors  to  take  samples  of  goods 
during  transit.  It  has  l)een  suggested 
that  the  retailer  who  takes  goods  about  the 
country  in  his  cart  is  perfectly  safe,  and 
consequently  is  not  very  particular 
whether  the  goods  he  carries  about  are 
pure  or  impure.  This  clause  will  apply 
to  goods  distnbuted  in  this  way.  I  may 
say  that  I  have  not  the  faintest  desire, 
in  introducing  this  clause,  to  harass 
retailers  in  any  way,  but  I  believe  this 
will  be  a  most  useful  provision.  The  Sal- 
ford  and  Manchester  authorities,  who 
have  done  more  than  any  others  to  stamp 
out  milk  adulteration,  have  found  this 
power  a  most  valuable  weapon  in  their 
hands,  and  it  has  been  so  thoroughly 
beneficial  in  that  respect  that  I  cannot 
see  what  objection  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man can  have  to  extend  the  powers  as  L 
seek  to  do  by  the  clause  I  propose. 

New  clause : — 

"  Any  inspector  appointed  by  any  local 
authority,  or  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
under  this  Aet,  shall  have  power — {a)  at  aU 
reasonable  times  to  mter  any  public  or  private 
f>ale-room  occupied  or  used  by  mercliants, 
brokers,  wholesale  dealers,  or  other  pernons, 
and  to  any  public  or  private  warehouse,  factory, 
store,  quay,  ship,  orljarge  where  food  or  drugs 
are  ofl'erea  for  sale  or  deposited  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sale  or  carriage,  and  to  purchase,  >ieize,or 
procure  samples  of  any  such  food  or  drugs;  (6)to 
purchase,  seize,  or  procure  samples  of  any  food 
or  drays  at  the  t'liie  of  delivery,  or  at  any  rail- 
way station  or  other  place  during  tran.'*it,  or 
upon  the  premi«>es  of  or  el;<ewhere  in  the  pos- 
session of  any  person  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
riage."—(^r.  Keai-ley.) 

brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  hope  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  not  press  the  clause 
to  a  Division.  The  House  has  rejected 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Bridgeton,  that  inuspectora 
should  have  power  to  enter  premisea 
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where  goods  are  sold  by  wholesale,  and 
purchase  samples  for  analysis,  and  the 
present  proposal  goes  even  farther,  for  it 
proposes  to  issue  letters  of  mu^ue  to  the 
inspector  "  to  purchase,  seize^  or  procure." 
The  whole  clause  is  high-handea  and  too 
arbitrary'  in  its  terms,  however  much 
we  may  sympathise  with  the  objects  of 
the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  have  listened 
with  some  surprise  to  the  line  taken 
by  the  learned  Solicitor  -  General 
in  the  remarks  he  has  just  made. 
He  has  suggested  that  the  clause  moved 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Devonport,  who 
knows  a  great  deal  about  this  question, 
and  to  whom  the  House  is  indebted  for 
much  patient  and  persistent  work 
on  the  Grand  Committee,  is  an  U'bi- 
trary  one.  I  support  the  Amendment 
for  this  reason,  and  I  will  give  two 
illustrations.  The  other  day  a  celebrated 
grocer — or  rather  half-grocer  and  half- 
philanthropist — had  seized  upon  his  pre- 
mises 640  tuba  of  putrid  fruit,  and  the 
Vestry  of  Bermondsey  took  away  thirteen 
dust  carts  full  of  rotten  strawberries, 
raspberries,  and  other  things.  The  sani- 
tary authority  did  that  to  prevent  a 
sanitary  nuisance,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
what  the  sanitary  authority  did  to  pre- 
vent a  nuisance  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
ought  to  do  to  protect  food  and  to  pre- 
vent adulteration.  Well,  does  the  learned 
Solicitor-Greneral  contend  that  inspectors 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ought  not 
to  have  the  power  to  inspect  food  at  any 
reasonable  or  unreasonable  time,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  public  being  defrauded  in 
this  way  by  adulterated  food  ?  Let  us 
take  another  instance.  In  the  very  same 
sanitary  district,  some  three  or  four 
months  ago,  the  same  vestry,  to  prevent 
a  nuisance,  seized  many  hundred-weights 
of  putrid  livers  aud  kidneys  that  were 
going  to  be  manufactured  into  pdte  de  foie 
ffras.  I  am  extremely  interested  in  pre- 
venting the  upper  classes  from  being  con- 
taminated by  an  impure  food  supply,  and 
I  therefore  hold  that  an  inspector  under 
this  Act  should  have  the  power  to  go  into 
a  factory  at  Bermondsey  and  prevent  the 
consiuner  being  defrauded  by  the  sale  of 
impure  food.  If  the  learned  Solicitor- 
General  says  it  is  too  high-handed  a  pro- 
ceeding for  an  inspector  to  be  allowed  to 
go  into  a  foctory  where  butter  is  being 
murad  with  margarine,  or  vice  vasl, 
I  can  only  say  that  he  will  never  stop  the 


sale  of  adulterated  or  of  impure  food, 
until  the  inspector  has  the  widest  and 
most  drastic  power  of  going  to  the  source 
of  adultOTation,  and  of  senmng  the  manu- 
facturer in  very  serious  eases  to  prison. 
I  would  appeal  to  the  Solicitor-General  to 
say  that  this  adulteration  has  reached 
such  a  scandalous  stage,  in  London  that 
the  time  has  arrived  when  it  should  be 
stopped.  I  can  give  the  House  an  in- 
stance of  the  extent  to  which  it  has  gone. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  the  quarterly  report  of 
the  Vestry  of  Battersea,  and  these  are 
some  instances  of  the  extent  to  which 
butter  is  adulterated  with  margarine : — 
"A  had  96  per  cent,  of  mamarine; 
95 ;  C,  88  ;  B,  87  ;  E,  83  ;  andF,  77,"  etc. 
I  submit  that  it  is  not  unreasonable  for 
the  House  of  Commons  to  enact  that, 
where  this  kind  of  thing  is  suspected  the 
inspector,  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and 
night,  should  be  able  to  go  and  prevent 
it,  or  at  least  attempt  to  find  it  out.  The 
Solicitor-General  tells  us  that  it  is  a  high, 
handed  proceeding.  It  is  the  kind  of 
high-handed  proceeding  which  is  wanted 
to  stop  adulteration,  and  I  believe  that  if 
stiff  penalties  were  imposed  and  inspection 
at  any  time  held  in  teiYoiem  over  the 
heads  of  the  miscreants  the  dangers  o£ 
their  conniving  at  adulteration  and  the 
manufacture  of  improper  foods  would  be 
very  largely  prevented. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  (Somersetshire,  E.)  :. 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  for  Battersea  is- 
quite  right  in  saying  that  there  is  a  good 
reason  for  inspecting  the  margarine  fac- 
tories. But  I  wish  to  point  out  to- 
the  House  that  there  is  already  a  provi- 
sion enabling  any  officer  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  enter  a  margarine  factory 
at  all  reasonable  times,  inspect  the  process 
of  manufacture  and  t^e  samples.  Surely 
that  is  a  much  better  provision  than  one 
that  would  give  power  to  a  local  inspector,, 
and  the  ordinary  trader  would  much 
prefer  the  \-isita  of  an  inspector  of  a  Gov- 
ernment Department,  like  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  to  those  of  a  local 
inspector. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  addressed  the 
House  takes  an  exaggerated  view  of  the 

Cision  to  which  he  has  alluded^ 
use,  in  point  of  fact,  the  inspector  of 
the  Board  oS.  Agriculture  only  makes  a 
visit  when  it  is  rendered  necessary  by  the 
default  of  the  local  authorities.  (Minis:- 
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terial  cries  of  "  No.")  Even  assuiiUDg 
that  I  am  wrong  in  that  respect,  what  we 
want  is  not  <hi17  the  inspection  of  mar^ 
line  factories  or  Bmall  shops,  but  inspection 
everywhere  where  goods  are  sold, 
whether  by  retul  or  wholesale.  But 
have  the  Gravemment  really  at  heart  the 
prevention  of  adulteration  %  li  I 
cannot  understand  why  they  should 
decline  to  accept  this  Amendment  If 
their  object  is  only  to  protect  certain 
articles  of  agricultural  produce,  then  I 
can  imdentand  their  refusal  to  accept 
this  Amendment.  But  if  they  really  have 
at  heart  a  desire  to  protect  the  consumer 
against  adulteration,  then  I  wholly  fail 
to  understand  why  they  should 
refuse  to  give  a  properly  appointed 
inspector  power  to  inspect  articles 
Anywhere.  I  confess  that  the 
reply  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor- 
General  took  me  by  surprise,  and  I  must 
say  that  I  think  he  must  have  been  carried 
away  by  that  sense  of  humour  for  which 
he  is  so  well  known  to  the  House,  because 
he  compared  the  powers  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  give  to  the  inspector  under  this 
clause  to  '*  letters  of  marque."  So  far  as 
I  can  understand,  he  wishes  to  lead  the 
House  to  believe  that  this  was  an  insidious 
proposal  which  would  practically  mean 
the  ruin  of  trade.  Upon  what  does  he 
found  so  remarkable  a  statement  1  Appar- 
ently upon  the  words  "  to  purchase,  seize, 
or  procure."  Nobody  knows  better  than 
the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor-Greneral 
that  these  are  not  words  which  have  been 
created  by  my  hon.  friend,  but  they  are 
statutory  words  already  in  use.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  invalidity  in  the  intro- 
duction of  these  words  into  the  clause. 

*Mr.  DUCKWORTH  was  understood 
to  say  that  dealers  could  serve  a  mixture  of 
manariDe  and  butter  and  deliver  it  to 
hotelB  and  restaurants,  companies,  insti- 
tutions, and  larga  families,  and  there  were 
no  means  of  detecting  the  fraud. 

*Mr.  PLATT-HIGGINS  (Salford,  N.)  : 
I  rise  to  support  this  Amendment,  but 
for  a  different  reason  to  those  already 
advanced.  There  is  an  important  asso- 
ciation in  my  borough  which  complains, 
with  a  great  deal  of  justice,  that  while 
local  inspectors  have  power  to  take 
samples  of  milk,  they  have  no  power  to 
^  to  the  railway  station  where  the  milk 
IS  delivered  by  the  farmer  and  take 
aamples  in  order  to  test  its  condition 

Mr.  Heddertdck. 


before  it  comes  into  the  milk-seller's 
possession.  I  think  it  is  only  just  that 
the  milk  of  the  farmer  should  be  tested 
just  as  much  as  the  milk  of  the  retailer, 
and  on  iJiat  account  I  shall  suj^rt  the 
Amendment  because  it  would  give  that 
power. 

Mr.  BRYNMOB  JONES  (Swansea 
Dis^ct)  said  he  could  not  support  the 

Amendment,  because  it  appeared  to  him 
to  be  one  of  extreme  generality,  and  one 
which  might  be  used  in  a  most  oppressive 
way  in  regard  to  the  trade  of  the  country. 
He  had  noticed  that  nearly  every  illus- 
tration of  a  concrete  kind  that  had  been 
used  that  night  had  had  some  reference 
to  either  margarine,  butter,  or  milk — in 
other  words,  to  those  very  articles  of 
food  which,  according  to  the  original  con- 
ception o^he  Bill,  came  under  Part  L  But 
this  new  clause  if  it  passed  into  law, 
would  apply  not  only  to  those  agricul- 
tural products,  but  to  all  kinds  of  articles 
of  food.  When  the  Bill  passed  its  Second 
Reading  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  fairly 
reasonable  ana  intelligent  measure.  Part  1. 
gave  new  powers  in  regard   to  agri- 
cultural  produce,    and  might   be  de- 
scribed as  an  extension  of  the  Mar- 
garine   Act    of     1887.        Part  II. 
dealt  with  a  totally  different  subject. 
It  dealt  with  the  amendment  and  exten- 
sion of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Dmgs  Act, 
1875.    The  first  part  dealt  with  three 
articles  of  food  which  were  well  described 
as  agricultural  produce,  but  Part  II.  of  the 
Bill  then  dealt  with  articles  of  food  which 
included  perfectly  harmless  and  perfectly 
well-known  mixtures,  which  were  habitu- 
ally sold  and  stamped  in  this  country. 
The  Bill  as  amended  in  Committee  up- 
stairs had,   however,  altered  this  form 
considerably,  and  it  would  still  further 
alter  the  original  conception  of  the  Bill  if 
^ese  Amendments  were  carried  by  the 
House.   To  pass  the  clause  which  his  hon. 
friend  had  proposed  was  to  confer  upon 
persons  appointed  by  the  local  authorities 
powers  which,  he  believed,  had  never 
been   conferred   upon   any  person  ap- 
pointed by  any  lo(»l  authority. 

*Mr.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE  (Sussex, 
Horsham) :  I  merely  rise  to  remind 
the  Committee  that  at  the  present  time  it 
is  possible  to  take  samples  of  milk  in  course 
of  delivery.  I  have  considerable  sjnaipath^ 
widi  the  spirit  and  purport  of  this 
Amendment,  but  I  feel  unable  to  support 
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it  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been  placed 
on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS:  This  is  a 
clause  submitted  for  Second  Reading,  and 
if  some  of  the  words  appear  to  be  too 
drastic  they  can  be  modified  when  the 
clause  is  in  Committee.  It  is  no  object- 
tion  to  the  clause  to  say  that  some  of  the 
words  go  too  far ;  that  is  a  matter  for 
Committee.  The  question  is,  what  is  the 
general  principle  involved  in  the  clause. 
It  is  that  the  Bill  should  hit  the  wholesale 
dealer.  It  is  objected  that  the  clause 
goes  further  than  the  Act  of  1875,  but  as 
rar  as  I  can  see  the  only  additional  word 
is  "  seize."  I  am  not  sure  that  that  word 
would  not  be  necessary  if  the  principle  be 
accepted,  because  when  you  go  to  a  ware- 
house you  are  not  going  to  a 
place  where  food  is  sold  retail ; 
you  therefore  may  not  be  able 
to  purchase  it,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to 
seize  some  of  the  food  which  you  see 
there.  What  is  the  objection  to  a  course 
of  this  kind  ?  Suppose  a  retail  dealer  is 
found  to  be  selling  some  article  of  food 
which  is  adulterated,  but  the  inspector  is 
perfectly  satisfied  that  he  is  innocent,  and 
that  the  article  is  being  sold  exactly  as  it 
came  from  the  wholesale  dealer,  why 
should  it  not  be  possible  to  obtain  the 
name  of  the  wholesale  dealer  and  seize 
the  article  at  the  wholesale  premises  in 
London,  or  wherever  it  may  be  1  You 
will  never  be  able  to  prevent  adulterated 
food  being  sold  to  poor  consumers  as  long 
as  you  confine  the  prosecutions  to  retul 
dealers.  If  it  be  the  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  stop  the  adulteration  of  food, 
and  to  stop  the  sale  of  such  things  as 
may  be  injurious  to  the  public,  they  will 
have  to  go  to  the  fountain-head  and  attack 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer  or  the 
wholesale  dealer.  The  truth  is  that 
manufacturers  who  sell  adulterated  articles 
to  innocent  retail  dealers  actually  profit 
by  the  fraud.  It  pays  them  to  defend 
proceedings  agunst  the  retail  dealer,  to 
pay  the  fine,  md  to  take  the  whole  of  the 
pecuniary  responsibility  upon  themselves, 
and  go  on  manu&cturing  and  selling  these 
adulterated  articles.  But  if  onoe  you  pro- 
secute the  wholesale  dealer  and  his  name 
is  published  the  retail  sellers  will  not  buy 
from  him  any  more.  In  principle  the 
clause  has  already  been  adopted  in  the 
case  of  margarine,  and  the  House  ought 
not  to  flinch  from  carrying  this  clause 
even  though  it  is  necessary  to  amend  it 


after  Second  Beading  if  it  is  shown  to  the 
House,  as  I  think  it  has  been,  that  you 
cannot  put  a  stop  to  adulteration  until 
you  hit  the  wholesale  dealer. 

Dr.  CLARK :  The  sole  object  of  this 
proposal  is  to  apply  the  same  principle  to 
the  manufacturer  and  wholesale  dealer  as 
to  the  small  seller.  The  hon.  Member  for 
East  Somerset  says  that  perhaps  in  London 
the  inspectors  wul  be  gentlemen  of  position 
upon  whom  you  can  rely,  but  that  in  small 
country  places  there  might  be  a  great 
danger  of  the  reverse  being  the  case.  Asa 
matter  of  fact,  the  London  County  Coundl 
has  no  control  whatever  in  the  matter ; 
that  function  belongs  the  Vestries,  and 
instead  of  one  general  inspector  there  is 
an  inspector  for  each  of  the  various  places. 
If  you  want  to  stop  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  this  system  of  adulteration,  which 
defrauds  and  sometimes  half  poisons  the 
people,  the  manufacturers  and  big  whole- 
sale houses  ought  equally  with  the  retail 
dealers  to  come  under  tne  clauses  of  the 
BUI.  In  fact,  you  ought  to  protect  the 
small  retailer,  who  often  unooosciously 
buys  food  or  drugs  which  are  adulterated, 
and  through  innocently  buying  a  cheap 
parcel  is  condemned  in  costs  and 
penalties,  while  the  persons  who  extracted 
the  genuine  material  go  free.  Take 
milk,  for  instance.  There  is  very  little 
milk  goes  direct  from  the  farmer  to  the 
dairyman.  It  is  conveyed  through  & 
middleman,  from  whom  the  dairyman 
buys  it,  and  it  is  very  often  between  the 
middleman  and  the  farmer  that  the 
addition  <tf  the  water  or  skimmed  milk  is 
made.  Therefore  lUl  ought  equally  to 
come  under  the  Act. 

*SiR  JOHN  LENG :  I  quite  agree  that  it 
is  desirable  to  have  power  to  go  to  the 
sources  of  supply  and  all  places  of  store  ; 
but  when  my  hon.  friend  proposes  this 
clause,  which  includes  ships,  bai;ges,  and 
railway  stations,  I  think  he  is  raising 
against  his  proposal  very  serious  anta- 
gonism. The  whole  of  the  shipping 
mdustiy  and  the  whole  of  the  railway 
companies  would  very  seriously  object  to 
their  business  being  liable  to  interruption 
at  any  moment — probably  at  very  inop- 
portune times — and  the  derangement  of 
traffic,  in  which  despatch  is  an  essential 
element.  I  should  not  object  to  the  clause 
if  it  were  confined  to  sources  of  supply 
and  places  of  store,  but  when  you  come 
to  these  places  of  transit  you  are  stirring 
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inspector.  I  think  this  clause  goes  too 
far ;  it  will  create  hostility  to  the 

Bill,  and  therefore  1  shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  KIIjBRIDE  :  Local  inspectors 
have  large  powers  at  present  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  samples.  A  milk-cart 
can  be  stopped  along  the  street  for  the 
purpose  of  a  sample  being  taken,  and  I 
see  no  reason  why  the  same  principle 
should  not  be  applied  to  other  foods.  In 
the  interests  of  the  suppression  of  fraud 
and  in  the  interests  of  fair  deaUng,  I 
would  ask  the  House  to  give  the  greatest 
possible  power  to  the  food  inspectors. 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL  (Stock- 
ton) :  The  hon.  Member  for  Battersea 
referred  to  a  case  where  the  local 
inspector  had  visited  a  retail  gro- 
cer's and  had  seized  margarine  which 
was  being  sold  as  butter.  This  clause^ 
however,  would  not  touch  that  case,  be- 
cause if  the  margarine  was  sold  to  the 
retail  dealer  as  margarine,  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  wholesale  dealer  should 
be  punished,  and  the  power  to  visit  the 
wholesale  stores  would  not  prevent  the 
retail  grocer  selling  the  margarine  as 
butter.  The  existing  law  is  powerful 
enough  to  prevent  fraud  of  that  kind. 
In  Durham  the  existing  law  is  so  carried 
out  that  the  percentage  of  adulteration  is 
absolutely  nil  with  regard  to  the  sale  of 
butter  and  other  foods,  the  only  adultera- 
tion within  the  last  two  years  having 
been  in  regard  to  milk,  spirits  and  drugs. 
That  shows  that  where  the  local  authori- 
ties put  the  existing  law  into  operation 
no  grocer  or  provision  dealer  can  afford 
to  be  punished  thereunder.  If  the  local 
authorities  will  not  do  their  duty,  the 
conferring  of  further  power  will  not  do 
away  with  the  evil ;  but  if  it  is  insisted 
that  the  local  authorities  should  do  their 
duty,  the  existing  law  is  strong  enough. 
The  protection  of  the  warranty  will 
obviate  the  necessity  of  the  inspectors 
going  into  these  warehouses,  and  there- 
tore  I  feel  bound  to  vote  against  the 
clause. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  50 ;  Noes, 
177.    (Division  List,  No.  276.) 


iup  a  hornets'  nest,  and  very  strong  oppo- 
:sition  will  arise  from  very  influential  in- 
terests in  the  country. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  cannot  understand  this  mania  in 
the  House  for  special  legislation  with  re- 
gard to  margarine,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
is  one  of  the  most  excellent  articles  of 
food  we  possess.  Can  anyone  tell  me 
what  distinction  can  be  made  between 
regulating  the  manufacture  of  margarine 
and  reguhiting  the  manufacture  of  cocoa 
or  baking  powder  or  anything  else  ?  If 
the  ri^ht  hon.  Grentleman  chooses  to  take 
the  view  that,  having  put  into  their  own 
BUI  

Mr.  long  :  I  beg  the  hon.  Member's 
pardon.  The  words  he  is  referring  to 
were  inserted  by  the  Committee  upstairs, 
against  the  wish  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  The  Committee 
i^stairs  has  inserted  the  words,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  accepted  them, 
lie  asks  us  to  carry  the  Bill  bo  amended^ 
■and  yet  he  absolutely  tells  us  that 
jilthough  he  is  ready  to  admit  that  the 
manufactories  of  margarine  ought  to  be 
inspected  

Mr.  long  :  No,  no  ! 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  Yes,  it  is  in 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  long  :  I  say  this  was  forced 
down  my  throat. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  That  is  just 
what  we  want  to  do  in  respect  to  this 
other  clause.    What  I  want  to  point  out 
is  that  he  himself  proposes  that  the  Bill  ' 
should  be  carried  a  stage  further  in  this  ! 
House.    Does  fao  propose  to  cut  out  this  i 
clause  1    No.    He  accepts  it  as  part  of  I 
the  Bill;  and  surely  it  is  illogical  and 
absurd  to  say  that  the  inspectora  may  | 
inspect  the  manufactories  of  margarine,  i 
and  yet  may  not  inspect  the  manufac- ' 
tones  of  cocoa  and  such-like  articles.  ' 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  {Hampshire,  N.);| 
The  inspector  proposed  by  the  Govern-  ( 
ment  is  to  be  an  inspector  appointed  ' 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  which  is  a  ' 
very  different  thing  from  being  a  local 
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Macdona,  John  Cumraing 
Maclean,  Jamen  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  Sir  John  WUliam 
M'Killop,  James 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Middleniore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
More,  Robt.  Jasper(Shrop8h  ire) 
Morg80,Hn.Fred(Monm'th8h. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  6.(Bnte) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(Bat£) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newdigrtte. Francis  Alexander 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.  SirH.Stafford 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington 
Percy,  Earl 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
PonHs,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.SirMattbewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Round,  Jamea 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  J.  H.  Dudley 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebottom,  Wi]liatn(  Derbysb. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  Jolin  (Forfarsh. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  E.  J.  (Sonieraet) 
Stanley,  Lord  ( Lancashire) 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tullemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson.Wra.  ^w.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  PhUipa 
Valentia,  Vuconnt 
Warde.  Lient. -Col.  C.£.  (Kent) 
Wentworth,  B.  C.  Vemon- 
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Whitelejr.  Georee  (Stockport) 
White]  ey,H.(ABDtoD'a.-Lyne) 
Whitmora,  Charles  Algernon 
'Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Donet) 
WUliamB,  JohiLCarvell(Notto). 


Wilflon,  Henry  J.{York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,J.  W.  ( Worcestersh.  N.) 
Wortley,  Rt.HoD.C.B.Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 


Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyrill,  Marmadnke  D'Arcy 
Yerborgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Tellers  for  the  Non- 
Sir  William  Walnmd  and. 
Mr.  Anitnither. 


Further  consideration}  as  amended, 
deferred  till  To-morrow. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON  ACT 
(1808)   AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
To-morrow. 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading]. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  I  think  we 
ought  to  have  some  explanation  from  the 
Government  as  to  the  objects  of  the  Bill. 
Four  of  the  clauses  are  legislation  by 
reference,  and  no  one  can  tell  what  they 
mean.  The  fifth  clause  proposes  that 
£25,000  shall  come  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  for  some  purpose,  and  the 
sixth  clause  is  the  title  of  the  Bill 

The  chief  SEdlETARY  tor  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Baltour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  This  Bill  is  intended  to  facilitate 
the  purchase  of  land,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  afterwards  resold  to  the  tenants. 
The  first  five  clauses  are  all 
devoted  to  that  object,  and  there  is  no 
ambiguity  about  them.  The  Irish 
Members,  who  are  most  interested  in 
the  Bill,  are  entirely-  satisfied  with  it. 

Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.)  :  I  entreat 
my  hon.  friend  not  to  oppose  this  Bill. 
There  is  absolute  unanimity  amongst  the 
Irish  Members  in  favour  of  it  being 
passed,  and  it  is  a  Bill  which,  in  my 
opinion,  will  confer  many  benefits  upon 
those  with  whom,  I  am  sure,  my  hon. 
friend  sympathises. 

Mr.  CALDT\^L  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 
This  Bill  is  very  satisfactory  to  the  Irish 
Members.  It  confers  upon  the  Irish  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  a  considerable  sum 

money,  and  we  are  therefore  fairly 
entitled  to  ask  what  the  Government 


propose  to  do  in  the  case  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  of  Scotland.  The  circum- 
stances are  practically  the  same  in  both 
cases,  and  I  submit  we  ought  to  have 
some  explanation  as  to  why  the  same 
assistance  is  not  being  given  to  Scotland. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 

for  To-morrow. 

SUPPLY  [7th  July]. 
Resolutions  reported. 
Civil  Service  Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Class  IIL 

1.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£39,232,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  d^ray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 

;  ment  during  the  year  endive  on  the  3lBt 
!  day  of  March,  1^00,  for  the  Salaries  of  the 
i  Law  Officers'  Department ;  the  Salaries 
I  and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  the 
,  Solicitor  for  the  Affairs  of  Her  Majesty's 
!  Treasury,.  Queen's  Proctor,  and  Director 
i  of  Public  Prosecutions ;  the  Costs  of 
I  Prosecutions,  of  other  Legal  Proceedings. 
!  and  of  Parliamentary  Agency." 

I  2.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
j  £23,200,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sura  necessary  to  defraj'  the 
j  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  cer- 
tain Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenses,  in- 
cluding a  Grant  in  Aid  of  the  Expenses 
of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society." 

3.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£206,527,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  SUt 
day  of  March,  1 900,  for  such  of  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature  as  are  not  charged  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund." 

4.  "Thata8um,notexceeding£16,742, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Cha^ 
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which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  Nlarch,   1900,  for  the  Salaries  and 
•  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the  Land 

5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £29,714, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  I^ch,  1900,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  connected  with  the  County 
Courts." 

6.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £40,968, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  ^vill  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day 
of  fylarch,  1900,  for  the  Salaries  of  the 
Commissioner  and  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  and 
of  the  Receiver  for  the  Metropolitan 
Police  District,  the  Pay  and  Expenses  of 
Officers  of  Metropolitan  Police  employed 
on  special  duties,  and  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Inspectors  of  Constabu- 
lary." 

7.  "Thata8um,notexceeding£415,161, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  tho  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1900,  for  the  Expenses  of  the 
Prisoits  in  England,  Wfues,  and  the 
Colonies." 

8.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£124,19-5,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst 
day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Expense  of 
the  Maintenance  of  Juvenile  Offenders  in 
Ileformatory,  Industrial,  and  Day  In- 
dustrial Schools  in  Great  Britain,  and  of 
the  Inspectors  of  Reformatories." 

9.  "Thata8um,notexceeding£21,942, 
be  granted  to  Her '  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l3tday 
of  March,  1900,  for  the  Maintenance  of 
Criminal  Lunatics  in  the  Broadmoor 
Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

VOL.  LXXIV.    [Fourth  Sekies] 


SUPPLY  (Uth  July). 
Resolution  reported. 
Civil  Service  Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Class  II. 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8,858; 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  31st  day  of  March, 
1900,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of 
the  Office  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary 
for  Scotland  and  Subordinate  Offices." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

MKTROPOLITAN  POLICE  [SALARIES]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authori*e  the  pay- 
ment, ont  of  moneys;  provided  by  Parliament, 
of  the  Salarien  of  the  Comniiasioner  of  Police 
of  the  Metropolis,  the  ReceivBr  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  District,  and  the  Asustajit 
CommiRsionerB  of  Police  of  the  Metropolis. 
(S^retary  Sir  Maitkew  WhUe  Ridlejf.) 

Dr.  CLARK :  We  have  just  voted  a 
large  sum  for  the  Police  of  London,  and  I 
object  to  this  proposal  to  add  to  the 
burden. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
The  proposal  makes  no  substantial  charge 
on  the  Estimates.  It  is  rather  a  re- 
arrangement of  the  existing  charges  by 
the  abolition  of  certain  allowances  which 
are  made  to  supplement  the  pay  of  the 
Commissioner  and  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner. 

Dr.  CLARK :  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  do  not  oppose  it ;  but  I  object 
on  principle  to  a  large  and  rich  city  Uke 
London  getting  anything  more  from  Im- 
perial sources  ^r  this  purpose. 

Dr.  CALDWELL :  I  do  not  see  why 
the  Home  Secretary  should  bring  in-a  Bill 
under  which  it  is  proposed  to  put  a  charge 
upon  the  Imperial  Exchequer.  We  have 
always  objected  to  the  Imperial  funds 
bearing  any  expense  for  the  Metropolitan 
Police,  and,  indeed,  to  anything  in  the 
nature  of  a  subsidy. 
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Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  misunderstands  the  object  of 
the  Bill.  Tho  primary  object  of  the  Bill 
is  to  do  away  with  the  system  of  allow- 
ances and  to  give  proper  salaries  to  the 
Commissioner,  Assistant  Commissioner, 
and  Receivers  of  the  Motropolitan  Police. 
There  will  l)e  rather  a  diminution  in  the 
total  charge  than  otherwise. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  bo  reported  To-morrow. 

TROUT   FISHIN(;    ANNUAL  CLOSE 
TIME  (SCOTLAND)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Order  for  resuming  adjourned  Debate 
on  Second  Iteading  [12th  June]  read,  and 
discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

METROPOLITAN    STREETS    ACT  (1867) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  road,  and 
discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

MONEY-LENDING    BILL  [Lords]. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
dischai;ged ;  Bill  with<lrawn. 

LAND  TAX  OOMMISSIONEKS'  NAMES 
BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
Monday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  Members  for  coun- 
ties do  prepare  lists  of  the  Christian  and 
surnames  of  Commissioners  for  executing 
the  Land  Tax  Acts  for  their  respective 
counties. 

Ordered,  That  Memliers  for  boroughs 
and  places  having  Commissioners  execut- 
ing exclusive  jurisdiction  within  the  same 
under  the  said  Acts  do  prepare  similar 
lists  of  Commissioners  for  executing  the 
said  Acts  within  such  boroughs  juid  places 
respectively. 

Ordered,  That  Members  for  other 
boroughs  and  places  do  prepare  similar 
lists  ca  Commissioners  for  executing  the 
said  Acts  for  the  counties  in  which  such 
last-mentioned  Iwroughs  and  places  are 
situate. — {Mr.  Hanfmry.) 

UNIVERSITIES   (SCOTLAND)  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Onlcr  for  resuming  adjourned  Debate 
on  Second  Reading  ]^9th  March]  read,  and 
discharged. — Bill  withdrawn. 


UNDERSIZED  FISH  BILL. 


Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  ami 
discharged. — Bill  withdrawn. 

* 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. — Bill  withdrawn. 

PARISH  CHURCHES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 
[Lorils]. 

Order  for  Second  Reatling  read,  and 
discharged.—  Bill  withdrawn. 

LICENSING  EXEMPTION  (HOUSES  OF 
PARLIAMENT)  BILL. 

Order  for  resuming  adjourned  Dcl)atc 
on  Second  Reading  [23rd  February]  rcacl, 
and  discharged. — Bill  withdrawn. 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD 
(IRELAND)  [EXPENSES]. 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  pix»- 
vided  by  Parliament,  of  un  aiuiual  sum  to 
the  Congested  Districts  Bojird  for  the 
purposes  of  Sub-section  3  of  Section  43 
of  The  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act, 
1891,  and  for  other  purposes  of  the  Con- 
gest©! Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Acts,  in 
pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the  present 
session  to  amend  certain  provisions  of 
The  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1896, 
affecting  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
and  to  make  further  provision  for  the 
expenses  of  that  Board  out  of  money  pro- 
vided by  Parliament  (Queen's  recommen- 
dation signified),  To-morrow.  —  {Afr. 
Gerald  Balfour.) 

NAVAL   WORKS  [CONSOLIDATED 
FUND]. 

Committee  to  consider  of  making 
further  provision  for  the  construction  of 
works  and  acquisition  of  land  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  elsewhere  for  tho 
purposes  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  of 
authorising  the  payment,  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  of  such  sums  as  may  be 
necessary  for  those  purposes  (Queen's 
recommendation  signified),  To-morrow. — 
{Mr.  Amten  Chamberlain.) 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
of  the  House  of  this  day,  Mr.  Speaker 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question 
put. 

Honse  adjomned  aoconlinglj  at  <  >ne 
of  the  clock. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


STAND[N(;  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 

Keport  from.  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 


{18  July  1899}       Private  Bill  Busiam.  1122 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM. AND  DOVER  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANIES (NEW  LINES)  BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments 
WARRINGTON  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

WEST  METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY 
BILL. 


WEST  METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY 
BILL 


Moved,  that  the  Order  made  on  the  9th 
day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill  |  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday, 
allowed  to  proceed. 

Bead,  and  agreed  to. 

BEXHILL  AND  ROTHERFIELD 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

DARWEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next. 

BOOTLE  CORPORATION  BILL. 
MENSTONE  WATER  BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Friday  next. 

FURNESS  RAILWAY  BILL  [ftL.]. 

GLAStiOW  CORPORATION  (TRAM- 
WAYS. ETC)  BILL  [H.L.1 

KIRKCALDY  CORPORATION  AND 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  [H.L.]. 

SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  LONDON.  CHAT- 
HAM. AND  DOVER  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANIES BILL. 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 


C  DUBLIN  CORPORATION  (MARKETS) 
^  BILL. 


the  27th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  read  2'* ;  agreed 
to ;  Bill  read  2'*  accordin^y,  and  com- 
mitted :  The  Committee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

SOUTHPORT  AND  LYTHAM  TRAM- 
ROAD  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Read  3'*,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 

Commons. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 
CENTRAL  LONDON  RAILWAY  BILL. 

i 

'  FISHGUARD   AND    ROSSLARE  RAIL 
WAYS  AND  HARBOURS  BILL. 

MANCHESTER  CORPORATION 
(GENERAL  POWERS)  BILL. 

LONDON  UNITED  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  -  WESTERN 
RAILWAY  (ADDITIONAL  POWERS) 
BILL. 

Read  S**,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL  [H.L.]. 


Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee     ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 


•S  to  adjourn  over  To-morrow. 

C  GREAT  WESTERN  AND  GREAT  CEN- 
TRAL  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  BILL. 

Beported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  MARKETS 
BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY  (NEW  RAILWAY)  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee  with 
Amendments. 

VOL.  LXXTV.    fFoiiRTH  Sbeies  ] 


ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  15)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (Na  1) 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

GAS  AND  WATER  OKDERS  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL  [H.L.]. 

AVATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Returned  fi*om  the  Commons  agreed  to. 
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BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 
MILTON  CREEK  CONSERVANCY  BILL. 

■  WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

GREENOCK  AND  PORT  GLASGOW 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments. 

MERSEY   DOCKS   AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  (PILOTAGE)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments :  The  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  TRAMWAYS 
AND  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  17)  BILL. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL. 

WEST  METROPOLITAN  RAILAVAY  BILL. 

HARROW  AND  ITXBRIDGE  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

ELECTRIC  LKJHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  20)  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  following  Lords  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  to  form  the  Select 
Committeo  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Bills,  viz.  : — 

L.  Kcnyon, 

L.  Ribblesdale  (chairman), 
L.  Granard  {E.  Gmnard), 
L.  Plunket, 
L.  Greville. 

Agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  ap- 
pointed accordingly  :  The  Committee  to 
meet  on  ThurEoay  next,  at  Twelve 
o'clock ;  and  all  petitions  refeired  to  the 
Committee,  with  lea^  e  to  the  petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  a^^inst 
the  Bilb  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also 
counsel  for  the  Bills. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  {No.  4)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) :  The  Amendments  proposed  by 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  Committee 
made  :  Standitig  Committee  negatived  : 


The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received 
on  Thursday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

Read  3«  (according  to  Order),  with  the- 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL. 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL. 

Read  3"  (according  to  Order),  and 
passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAI^ 
ORDERS  (No.  )2)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to- 
Order) :  Amendments  made :  Standing 
Committee  negatived :  The  Report  ot 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
next. 

PIEE  AND  HARBOUR  PKOVISIONAI* 

ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (accordiiu;  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  reaa  3*  on  Kiurs- 

day  next. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 


TRADE  REPORTS  (1899)  (ANNUAL 
SEKIES). 

No.  2.319.    Philippine  Islands. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT. 

Report  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture to  inquire  into  and  report  upon 
the  working  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals 
Acts  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  glanders, 
and  to  consider  whether  any  more  effec- 
tive measures  can  with  advantage  be 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  that 
disease;  together  with  the  Minutes  of 
evidence,  appendices,  etc. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


SEATS  FOB  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  (ENG- 
LAND AND  IRELAND)  BILL,  now 
SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS 
BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  CJoramittee 
with  further  Amendments.  The  Report 
of  the  Amendments  made  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  and  by  the  Standing 
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Committee  to  be  received  on  nmrsday 
next ;  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
(No.  169.) 

OYSTERS  BILL  [H.L.]. 
The  e\'idence  taken  before  the  Select 
Committee  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Members  of  this  House  ;  but  no  C(H)ies 
thereof  to  be  delivered,  except  to  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee,  until  further 
Older.   (No.  170.) 

METROPOUS     MANAGEMENT  ACTS 
AMENDMENT    (BYE  LAWS)  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Commons  Amendments  to  be  con- 
sidered on  Thursday  next. 


POOR  LAW  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL 

[H.L.] 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order). 

Further  Amendment  moved — 

"  In  clause  I,  page  I,  line  12,  after  '  de- 
ficiency,' to  insert  'or  of  vicioos.'" — {Lord 
Morris.) 

On  Question,  "That  these  words  be  here 
inserted,"  agreed  to. 

♦Lord  NORTON :  My  Lords,  I  propose 
to  amend  Clause  1,  which  vests  more 
largely  in  the  guardians  of  a  poor  law 
union  the  control  over  children  of  parents 
not  fit  to  have  x:harge  of  them,  by  leaving 
out  the  words  "  vicious  habits  or  mode  of 
life  "  in  the  following  sub-section  : 

"  Where  the  guardlanR  are  of  opinion  that 
by  reason  of  mental  deficiency,  or  of  vicioa» 
halnts  or  mode  of  life,  a  parent  of  the  child  is 
unfit  to  have  control  of  it." 

Under  the  Poor  Law  Act  of  1889  the 
guardians  imdertake  the  care  of  children 
who  have  been  deserted  by  their  parents, 
and  act  in  loco  parentis  of  those  practi- 
cally orphan  children.  That  is  a  dis- 
tinct, clear,  and  defensible  position,  but 
umler  this  Bill  the  guardians  are  to  assume 
control  of  children,  even  till  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  whose  parents  are,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  guardians,  unfit  by  their 
mode  of  life  to  have  the  care  of  them. 
This  is  a  very  strong  advance  in  the 
direction  of  the  State  relieving  parents 
of  their  proper  responsibility  in  re- 
gard to  their  children.  The  Poor  Law 
Acts  provide  that  where  a  parent  is  im- 
prisoned in  respect  of  an  offence  against 
his  diild  the  guardians  may  take  chaise 


of  that  child ;  but  under  this  Act  that  is 
greatly  extended,  and,  where  a  parent 
Has  been  sent  to  prison  for  one  act  of 
cruelty  to  one  of  the  children,  the  guar- 
dians, if  they  think  fit,  may  undertake 
the  maintenance  of  the  whole  family  of 
children  of  that  parent  till  they  reach 
the  age  of  twenty  one.  If  a  vicious  parent 
commits  a  crime  against  his  child  be  can 
be  punished  by  the  law,  and  during  his 
imprisonment  the  child  would  be  sent  to 
school,  and  the  parent,  after  his  punish- 
ment, could  be  compelled  to  enter  into 
recognizances  .that  he  would  treat  his 
child  properly  in  the  future.  That  would 
meet  the  case  much  better  than  the  provi- 
sion in  this  Bill.  The  only  answer  which 
Lord  Harris  was  able  to  give  in  Com- 
mittee to  my  statement  that  the  tendency 
of  the  Act  would  be  to  offer  a  premium  to 
parents  to  ^t  rid  of  their  children  was 
that  Guardians  would  not  be  likely  to 
incur  more  expense  in  this  direction  than 
was  necessary.  It  is  a  poor  defence  of  a 
Bill  to  say  tiiat  it  will  not  be  acted 
upon,  and  that  appears  to  be  the  only 
defence  of  the  exaggerated  provisions  of 
this  Bill.  I  am  glad  to  see  the  noble  Earl 
(the  Earl  of  Kunberley),  who  presided 
over  the  Standing  Committee,  in  his  place, 
and  I  would  appeal  to  him  whether  he  did 
not  acknowledge  that  the  words  which  I 
now  propose  to  omit  were  too  vague,  and 
whether  he  did  not  suggest  that  the  noble 
Earl  in  charge  of  this  Bill  should  insert 
words  that  were  more  explicit.  The  word 
vicious  which  has  been  consequently 
added  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  agreed  to 
to-uight,  does  not  meet  my  objection,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  meets  the  objection  of 
the  noble  Earl  opposite.  It  is  moreover 
imdesirable  except  in  extreme  necessity 
to  allow  guardians  to  retain  children 
under  their  care  up  to  the  age  of 
twenty-one.  One  of  the  great  famts  in 
our  industrial  school  sjrstem  is  that  child- 
ren are  kept  many  years  longer  than  they 
ought  to  m  at  school. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  clause  1,  pagel,  line  12,  to  leave  out 
'  vicious  habits  or  in(we  of  life.' " 

*L0RD  HARRIS:  This  subject  was 
discussed  in  the  Standing  Committee, 
and  although  it  is  quite  true  that  one  of 
the  arguments  1  then  used  has  been 
quoted  by  the  noble  Lord  who  has  just 
spoken,  namely,  that  in  my  opinion 
guardians  would  not  be  likely  to  extrava* 
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gantly  spend  the  ratepa^era*  money  on 
taking  under  their  care  children  of  vidoua 
parents  for  a  longer  period  than  was 
necessary.    I  used  otner  arguments  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  not  referred.  If 
you  are  going  to  refuse  to  extend  sym- 
pathy to  poor  law  children  already  under 
the  maintenance  of  the  guardians,  who, 
through  no  misfortune  of  their  own,  have 
to  suffer  from  parents  of  vicious  habits 
and  modes  of  life,  you  will,  in  order  to  be 
consistent,  have  to  undo  a  good  deal  of 
the  legislation  of  past  years,  which  I  ven- 
ture to  think  has  been  of  a  very  humane 
and  very  wise  character.  For  many  years 
past  the  object  of  legislation  in  this  direo- 
tion  has  been  to  get  hold  of  children  of 
vicious  parents  at  an  early  age,  and  to 
prevent  them    being  led  into  similar 
habits.    I  think  the  returns  of  crime 
already  show  unmistakably  that  that 
legislation  has  had  good  effect.    This  is 
only  another  step  in  the  same  direction. 
The  Bill  only  affects  children  who  are 
already  under  the  maintenance  of  the 
guardians,  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  guardians  from  recovering  the  cost  of 
the  maintenance  of  the  children  from  the 
parents.    There  is  no  reason  why  the 
children  should  live  in  the  workhouse 
without  doing  any  work  until  they  are 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  guardians  from  putting 
them  out  to  honest  labour.    It  must  be 
remembered  also  that  only  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  child  can  the  guardians  keep 
him  or  her  after  the  age  of  eighteen.  The 
noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Kim- 
berley)  contended  t^t  the  words  "habits 
or  mode  of  life  "  were  not  sufficiently  pre- 
cise, and  the  Local  Government  fioard 
think  the  insertion  of  the  word  "  vicious," 
for  which  purpose  an  Amendment  has 
already  been  agreed  to,  would  make  them 
sufficiently  precise.    This  Bill  is  a  step  in 
advance  of  the  existing  Acts  relating  to 
this  question,  and  is  bued  on  the  Report 
of  a  Departmental  Committee  appointed 
in  1896  to  consider  the  question  of  Poor 
Jaw  Schools,  and  it  distinctly  recom- 
mended that   guardians    should  have 
greater  power  than  they  have  at  present 
of  dealing  with  the  children  of  vicious 
and  drunken  parents.    This  is  a  wise  and 
charitable  Act,  and  will  do  something  to 
improve  the  future  of  these  poor  children. 
On  this  grotmd  I  hope  your  Lordships 
will  agree  with  the  wording  of  the  Bill. 
Lord  ffarm. 
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The  Eabl  of  KLMBERLEY  :  So  far 
as  I  am  cracemed,  the  insertion  of  the 
word  "  vicious  "  meets  the  objection  which 
I  entertained,  I  agree  in  the  main  with 
what  has  been  said  by  the  noble  Lord  in 
charge  of  the  Bill.  I  think  this  is  a  case 
in  which,  in  the  interests  of  the  children, 
wo  may  safely  go  as  far  as  the  Bill  proposes. 
The  safeguards  are  sufiicient,  inasmuch 
as  there  is  power  to  appeal  to  a  competent 
Court,  which  may  annul  the  decision  of 
the  guardians.  It  is  a  very  serious 
matter  that  children  should  be  left  under 
the  control  of  parents  whose  mode  of  life 
is  such  that  the  children  are  likely  to  be 
brought  up  in  a  corrupt  and  vicious 
manner,  and  I  think  the  advantages  of 
the  Bill  will  outweigh  its  disadvantages. 
I  therefore  assent  to  the  Bill  as  it  now 
stands. 

On  question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question," 
agreed  to. 

Moved  "That  Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  be  considered  in  order  to  its 
being  dispensed  with  " ;  agreed  to,  and  the 
said  Standing  Order  dispensed  with  ac- 
cordingly ;  Bill  read  3^,  and  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Commons. 

SEA  FISHERIES  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Read  (according  to  order),  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

GORDON    MEMORIAL    COLLEGE  AT 
KHARTOUM  BILL  [h.l.]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3"  on  Thursday  next. 

LAND  ACTS  (IRELAND). 
*LoRD  INCHIQUIN:  MyI^rd8,Irise 
to  call  attention  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion of  the  Landowners'  Convention,  held 
in  Dublin,  22nd  February  last : 

"Resolution  Passed  by  the  Landowners' 
Convention  in  Dublin,  Fbbhuary  22nd. 

1899. 

"That  aa  Parliament  lias  for  pnblic  par- 
poses  thonglit  fit  to  deprive  the  Iristi  laQtllords 
of  a  large  portion^  of  their  leual  rights  and 
property  in  the  soil,  and  has  done  so  withoat 
that  compensation  which,  pre\-ioas  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Irish  Land  Actn,  has  been  always 
recognised  and  granted  wherever  ParHament 
has  (leenied  it  necessary  to  interfere  with  snch 
righte  and  property,  we  again  call  upon  ParHa* 
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iiient  to  consider  the  claims  of  the  Irish  land- 
lords to  compensation  from  the  State  for  the 
loHs  they  liave  sustained  the  Land  ActB  and 
their  administration,  m  the  following 
respects : — 

"{1)  For  the  injury  injlicted  on  them  by  being 
deprived  of  the  right  of  resumption,  and  by 
the  transfer  from  the  landlord  to  the  tenant 
of  the  right  to  the  occupation  of  the  soil ; 

"  (2)  By  the  practical  abolition  of  free  con- 
tract in  ttie  letting  of  land ; 

"  (3)  By  the  landlords  being  deprived  of  the 
right  of  obtaining  in  the  open  market  the  best 
rent  for  their  property  which  solvent  tenants 
would  willingly  pay ; 

"  (4)  By  the  serious  interference  and  diminu- 
tion of  tiie  landlords'  rights  and  income  by 
the  arbitrary  fixing  of  tto-ciilled  fair  rents  ; 

"  (5)  By  the  reduction  of  rent*  below  any- 
thing that  could  be  justified  by  economic 
causes ; 

"  (6)  By  tlie  hea\-j'  legal  expenses  periodi- 
cally entailed  upon  the  landlords  by  tiie  pro- 
cess of  fixing  their  rents  judicially  ; 

"(7)  By  the  innjeiliments  which  have  been 
placed  in  the  way  of  their  obtaining  even  the 
rent  which  the  State  still  allows  to  them,  while 
at  the  same  time  payment  in  full  is  enforced 
by  the  State  for  tithe  rent-cliarge  ami  all  other 
State  charges  ;  and 

"  (8)  Generally,  by  the  depreciation  of  the 
value  of  their  property  by  legislation,  as  well 
as  the  deprivation  of  many  valuable  proprie- 
tary rights,  the  proper  exercise  of  which  was 
beneficial,  not  only  to  the  landlonls,  but  also 
to  their  tenants  and  to  the  community  at 
hirge." 

And  to  move  to  resolve  : 

*'  That  the  question  of  comi>ensation  to  the 
Irish  landowners  for  injuries  inHicted  upon 
them  by  recent  legislation  demands  the  inline- 
diate  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Uovem- 
nient. " 


The  resolution  passed  by  the  Land- 
owners' Convention  in  Dublin  states  in  a 
short  and  concise  form  all  I  wish  to  put 
before  your  Lordships,  and  if  there  is 
nothing  that  is  untrue  in  that  resolution 
— and  I  contend  there  is  not — it  is  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  landowners'  claim  to 
have  this  question  of  compensation  con- 
sidered. Many  of  your  Lordships  are, 
perhaps,  not  aware  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  Landowners'  Convention  is 
constituted.  It  consists  of  representatives 
from  every  county  in  Ireland,  who  are 
elected  to  represent  their  county  on  the 
Cknivention,  and  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the 
landowners  in  that  county.  Therefore, 
my  liOrds,  in  addressing  your  Loidships 
on  this  subject  to-day,  I  feel  that  I  am 
not  expressing  my  own  opinions  or  the 


j  opinions  of  those  who  sit  with  me  in  this 
House,  but  that  I  am  giving  you  the 
opinions  of  the  whole  of  the  landowners 
of  Ireland.  We  have  been  blamed,  and  I 
think  not  unjustly,  because  we,  as  the 
representatives  of  Ireland  in  this  House, 
have  not  done  our  best  to  bring  this 
subject  before  Parliament.  The  subject 
is  an  exceedinghr  difficult  one,  and  when 
it  is  considered,  it  will  be  seen  that  we 
are  not  so  much  to  blame  as  we  are 
thought  to  be  in  Ireland.  Your  Lord- 
ships must  know  that  this  is  a  question 
far  more  fitted  for  the  other  House  of 
I  Parliament,  and  if  we  had  in  that  House 
I  representation  such  as  we  ought  to  have, 
i  we  should,  of  course,  bring  the  question 
,  up  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Therefore, 
\  I  ask  your  Lordships'  indulgence  in  calling 
attention  to  the  matter  here;  and  I  have 
more  reason  to  do  s(^  because  I  took  up  a 
very  large  portion  of  your  time  two  years 
ago  in  calling  attention  to  the  matter 
then.  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  impossible 
for  me  to  put  this  case  again  before  your 
Lordships  without  a  certain  amount  of 
repetition.  The  subject  is  a  very  wide 
one,  and  there  are  no  less  than  twenty- 
five  Acts  of  Parliament  dealing  with  it 
and  extending  over  as  many  years.  On 
the  former  occasion  I  did  not  allude 
to  a  very  important  Act,  which  really 
is  the  first  Act  upon  which  there  are 
grounds  for  us  to  ask  for  compensation ; 
and  if  compensation  had  been  then 
asked  for,  and  pressed  for,  as  I  think  i4> 
ought  to  have  been,  very  likely  we  should 
not  have  had  the  legislation  which  has 
followed.  The  Government  have  them- 
selves, on  various  occasions,  admitted  that 
the  Act  of  1869,  to  which  I  am  going  to 
draw  your  Lordships'  attention,  did  do 
great  injustice  to  the  landlords  in  many 
ways.  That  Act  was  the  Act  for  the  Dis- 
establishment and  Disendowment  of  the 
Church  in  Ireland,  and  our  grievances  in 
regard  to  that  Act  come  about  in  this 
way.  The  Church  was  disestablished,  but 
we  were  left  to  pay  the  tithes  which  were 
payable  before  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Church,  and  also,  in  addition,  to  keep  up 
the  Church  at  an  enormous  expense.  I 
think  the  landlords  of  Ireland  have 
behaved  nobly  in  this  respect.  They  have 
not  only  continued  to  pay  their  tithes, 
but  they  have  found  a  revenue  for  the 
Church  which  amounts  to  ^00,000  a 
year ;  in  fact,  the  Church  of  Ireland  at 
the  present  moment  has  an  endowment  of 
no  toss  than  £8,000,000,  a  great  deal  of 
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which  has  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  landlords.  That  alone  gives  the  land- 
lords some  claim  to  consideration  ;  but  I 
would  go  further,  and  say  that  we  have 
not  only  had  to  do  that,  but  that  we  have 
strong  grounds  of  complaint  in  reference 
to  the  tithe  rent-charge  itself.  Many  of 
your  Lordships  may  not  be  aware  how  this 
tithe  rent-cn&rge  came  about.  Before 
1823  the  tithe  was  paid  by  the  occupying 
tenant  in  Ireland  out  of  the  corn  produce 
of  the  country,  and  was  revised  every 
seven  years  according  to  the  prices  which 
then  obtained,  and  the  tenant  himself  had 
to  pay  it.  Between  1823  and  1838  various 
Acts  of  Parliament  were  passed,  the  result 
being  to  place  upon  the  landowner  the 
duty  of  paying  this  tithe  which  had 
hitherto  been  paid  by  the  tenant.  This 
was  not  thought  to  b>e  such  a  great  hard- 
ship at  the  time,  because  lanSords  then 
had  the  power  to  recoup  themselves  out 
of  the  rent,  which  they  could  increase  or 
vary  as  they  pleased — though,  in  justice  to 
them,  I  ought  to  say  that  they  did  not 
increase  the  rents  on  account  of  having 
the  tithe  rent-charge  thrown  upon  them. 
The  transferring  of  the  tithe  rent- 
charge  from  the  tenant  to  the  landlord 
naturally  increased  the  value  of  the  in- 
terest on  the  land ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
letting  valuation  of  the  land  was  increased. 
In  1838,  an  additional  alteration  was  made 
by  which  demesne  lands  and  grazing  lands, 
which,  (rf  course,  constitute  a  very  large 
part  of  Ireland,  were  included,  and  the 
tithe  was  made  payable  on  these  lands. 
Then  came  the  Act  of  1869,  which,  as  I 
have  just  now  informed  your  Lordships, 
took  the  tithe  away  from  the  Ecclesias- 
tical purposes  for  which  it  was  at  iirst 
raised,  and  devoted  it  entirely  to  secular 
purposes,  leaving  the  landlords  to  supply 
the  Cnurch  wiUi  funds.  This  went  on 
until  1872.  In  that  year  it  was  deter- 
mined to  alter  the  arrangement  by  which 
the  tithes  were  raised,  and,  instead  of 
altering  them  every  seven  years,  as  had 
been  the  custom,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
tithe  rent-charge  should  be  commuted 
into  a  terminal  charge,  and  that  money 
should  be  lent  from  the  Exchequer  to  pay 
off  these  tithes.  The  arrangement  was 
that  the  interest  was  to  stand  at  £3  10s. 
per  cent,  and  the  money  was  to  be  lent 
to  the  landlord  to  pay  off  the  tithes  in 
52  years.  The  total  charge,  including 
Sinking  Fund  as  well  as  interest,  came  to 
£4  9s.,  so  that  by  paying  £4  98.  per 
cent,  the  landlord  was  able  to  get  rid  of 

Zord  Inehiquin, 


the  payment  in  respect  of  tithes  in  52 
years.  But  since  this  arrangement  in 
1872,  rents  have  been  lowered  to  the  ex- 
tent of  something  like  40,  50,  and  60  per 
cent.,  but  the  same  charge  still  remains 
upon  the  landlords  as  that  fixed  in  1872. 
Tliat  is  a  grie^'ance  which  Mr.  Balfour 
himself  said  in  1896  was  a  serious  one, 
and  which  the  present  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  who  was  then  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  condemned  ten  years  ago  as  a  very 
great  grievance,  and  one  which  ought  to 
be  remedied.  Kothing  has  been  done 
since  that  time  to  remedy  the  grievance 
until  this  year,  except  one  thing,  which 
was,  as  usual,  brought  forward  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  tenant,  and  the  tenant  only. 
The  Government  found,  in  1896,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  make  the  landlord 
buy  up  the  tithe  in  cases  where  he  sold 
to  the  tenant ;  therefore,  they  brought  in 
an  arrangement  under  which  the  landlonl 
could  pay  off  the  tithe  in  forty-five  years 
instead  of  fifty-two.  In  point  of  fact,  it  had 
been  discovered  that  a  miscalculation  had 
been  made  in  reference  to  the  fifty- 
two  years,  and  that  the  period  should 
have  been  originally  fixed  at  forty- 
five  years.  As  this  alteration  was  made 
in  the  Act  of  1896,  you  would  naturally 
have  thought  that  if  this  really  was  just 
for  a  landlord,  when  selling  his  right  to 
the  tenant,  it  shoiUd  extend  to  other 
landlords.  The  OoTemment  promised  us 
that  they  would  amend  this  matter,  and 
they  introduced  a  Bill  very  late  this 
year,  although  they  promised  to  bring  it 
in  earlier  in  the  session.  I  and  other 
noble  Lords  had  intended  to  move  an 
Amendment  to  the  Address  in  reply  to 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  but  we  re- 
frained from  doing  so  on  receiving  an 
assurance  from  the  Government  that  they 
would  deal  with  the  question  of  tithe 
rent-charge  in  Ireland  this  session.  We 
have,  however,  been  treated  very  badly 
by  the  Government,  inasmuch  as  the  Bill 
was,  in  the  first  place,  introduced  at  so 
late  a  period  of  the  session,  and,  secondly, 
has  now  been  dropped.  I  hope  the  noble 
Lord  who  will  speak  for  the  Government 
will  make  it  perfectly  clear  that  they  do 
not  mean  to  leave  things  as  they  are,  but 
will  bring  forward  their  Bill  at  an  early 
stage  of  next  session  and  push  it  through. 
The  legislation  of  1870  was  the  com- 
mencement of  that  by  which  Mr.  Glad- 
stone gave  effect  to  his  land  policy. 
Before  1870,  Mr.  Butt  brought  forwapd'a 
Bill,  which  included  the  three  "fs."  I 
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■do  not  know  whether  it  is  necessary  for 
me  to  explain  the  three  "  f's "  to  your 
Lordships,  but,  as  I  shall  have  to  use  the 
■words  frequently  in  my  speech,  I  think  I 
had  better  do  so.    The  three  "f's "are 

f morally  taken  to  mean  fixity  of  tenure, 
ir  rents,  and  free  sale.  Fixity  of  tenure 
means  perpetuity  rents,  free  sale  means 
the  right  of  the  tenant  to  sell  his  interest 
in  the  land  to  the  highest  bidder,  and 
iair  rents  mean  valued  rents.  Mr.  Butt, 
in  his  Bill  of  1869,  introduced  these 
three  "fa,"  and  Mr.  Gladstone  was  at 
that  time  ver^  strongly  opposed  to  them. 
How  his  opimons  became  altered  to  such 
A  degree  within  a  year  or  so  afterwards  it 
is  difficult  to  make  out.  At  that  time 
J^udee  IjOngfield,  who  was  Judge  of  the 
Landed  Estates  Court  in  Ireland,  than 
whom  no  one  was  able  to  speak  with 
.greater  force,  spoke  strongly  against  any 
pvposition  of  the  kind.  He  said  that 
the  rent  which  ought  to  be  charged 
for  land  is  really  the  economic 
rent — the  rent  which  the  land  would 
fetch  in  the  market.  He  said  that 
the  only  test  of  value  was  the  price  the 
jublic  were  willing  to  pay ;  that  rent  by 
valuation  only  appeared  just  to  those  who 
■did  not  know  what  the  value  of  land  was ; 
and  that  landlord  and  tenant  have  the 
only  and  best  means  of  knowing  the 
value  of  the  land.  He  said  it  was 
probable  that,  if  a  tenant  right  measure 
was  passed,  the  tenant  or  occupier  would 
be  certain  to  pay  the  full  rent  in  the  end, 
because  he  woiud  not  only  have  to  pay 
the  rent  but  the  price  of  the  tenant  right. 
He  added  that,  therefore,  between  the  two 
rents  which  the  tenant  would  have  to  pay, 
he  would  have  to  pay  just  as  high  a  rent 
aa  in  the  market.  I  suppose  Mr.  Glad- 
stone must  have  been  reading  Jud^e 
Longfield's  remarks  at  the  time  he  said 
what  I  am  going  to  read  to  your  Lord- 
ships. Speaking  on  Mr.  Butt's  BiU, 
including  the  three  "f's,"  Mr.  Gladstone 
-«ud : 

"  Inaamnch  as  perpetuity  of  tenure  on  the 
part  of  the  occupier  la  virtually  expropriation 
of  the  landlord,  and  as  the  mere  readjustment 
of  rent  according  to  prices  can  by  no  means 
dispose  of  all  the  contmgencies  the  fntnre  may 

Eiauce  in  his  favour,  compensation  would 
ve  to  lie  paid  to  the  landlord  for  the  rights 
of  which  he  would  be  dej)rived.  This  com- 
pensation must  be  paid  either  by  tlie  Con- 
solidated Fund,  or  by  an  immediate  increase 
of  rent,  in  order  to  compensate  the  landlord  by 
■positive  aograentation  in  tlie  present  for  loss 
•of  his  chances  in  the  future.  The  effect  of 
-sncli  a  provinon  will  be  that  the  landlord 


would  become  a  pensioner  and  a  rent  chai^^ 
on  what  had  been  his  own  estate.  The  legis- 
lature, no  doubt,  has  the  perfect  ri^ht  to  reduce 
bim  to  that  condition,  giving  hun  a  proper 
compensation  for  any  loss  he  may  sustain  in 
money." 

Could  anything  have  been  clearer  than 
that)  Sir  Roundell  Palmer  (afterwards 
Lord  Selbome)  stated  the  same  view. 
He  said,  speaking  in  March,  1870  : 

"  Fixity  of  tenure,  in  plain  English,  means 
taking  the  property  of  one  man  and  givinu  it 
to  anotiier.  My  nglit  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone) said,  according  to  the  principles  (tf  jus- 
tice,  if  we  transferred  property  in  that  way  we 
must  pay  for  it.  No  doubt  we  may  take  a 
man's  property,  but  in  tliat  case  we  must  com- 
pensate hiiti  for  it." 

This  was  the  view  expressed  by  Mr. 
Gladstone  in  1870,  and  it  is  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  that  he  should  have 
changed  his  opinion  so  soon  afterwards. 
I  will  try  and  trace  what  was  in  his  mind. 
Mr.  Glaidstone,  having  refused  the  three 
"  fs,'*  brought  in  a  Bifi  in  1870  legalising 
the  Ulster  custom,  and  giving  tenants  the 
right  to  claim  compensation  for  disturb- 
ance.. Then  it  was  that  landlords  should 
have  insisted  on  their  claim  for  compen- 
sation. Under  the  Act  of  1870,  a  land- 
lord wishing  to  resume  possession  of  a 
paying  farm,  the  Court  held  that  the 
tenant  was  entitled  to  £500  compensa- 
tion, though  he  had  been  in  occupation 
only  a  short  time  and  the  land  was  almost 
valueless  to  him.  Under  the  same  Act, 
landlords  have  had  t-o  pajr  compensation 
for  improvements  to  which  they  have 
themselves  contributed.  After  the  Act 
of  1870  we  come  to  the  Act  of  1881,  but, 
before  I  deal  with  that  Act,  I  would 
remind  your  Lordships  that  two  Commis- 
sions sat  during  those  years,  one  presided 
over  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  the 
other  by  Lord  Bessborough.  The  Rich- 
mond Commission  was  a  very  important 
one,  and,  after  a  long  inquiry,  they  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  landlords  had 
not  done  the  things  which  it  was  said, 
they  had  done,  and  supported  the  land- 
lords' claim  for  compensation  if  the  three 
"  f  s  "  were  established.  But  before  the 
Richmond  Commission  reported,  Mr, 
Gladstone  appointed  the  Bessborough 
Commission,  and  every  witness  examined 
before  that  Commission  had  the  three 
"  f  s  "  thrust  down  his  throat.  It  will  be 
admitted  that  it  was  -  extraordinary  that 
Mr.  Gladstone  should  be  anxious  to  bring 
forward  the  three  *'  f  s,"  having  used  the 
language  which  I  have  quoted  in  1870. 
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In  1881,  when  Mr.  Gladstone  brought  in 
his  Land  Bill,  he  said  in  his  statement  that 
the  three  "  f's  "  were  not  included,  Iwcause 
the  rentshepropossdtohavefixedwere  not 
necessarily  reduced  rents.  Mr.  Gladstone 
said  he  agreed  that,  if  Parliament  were  to 
urai'ersally  reduce  rents  to  Griffith's 
valuation,  that  would  be  a  fair  case  for 
compensation.  I  would  ask  your  Loi-d- 
ships  to  look  at  the  results,  and  you  will 
see  that  subsequent  evidence  has  shown 
that  Mr.  Gladstone  was  entirely  wrong  in 
1881,  for  rents  have  been  reduced  much 
below — in  some  instances  25  per  cent. — 
Griffith's  valuation.  Perpetuity  of  tenure, 
Mr.  Gladstone  said,  was  not  in  the  Bill, 
I)ecau8e,  at  the  end  of  the  fifteen  years' 
lease,  a  landlord  could  resume ;  but  it  is 
well  known  that  has  turned  out  a  fallacy,  and 
judidal  rents  are  renewable  in  perpetuity. 
Between  1881,  the  time  the  Land  Act 
was  passed,  and  1891,  there  were  139  ap- 
plications to  the  I^and  Commission  for  the 
purpose  of  resumption  of  land,  but  only 
nineteen  of  those  applications  were  granted 
by  the  Land  Commission.  There  were 
eighty  applications  to  the  Civil  Bill 
Courts,  out  of  which  only  twenty  were 
granted.  The  landlord,  Mr.  Gladstone 
said,  would  have  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
but  in  fact  this  has  been  otherwise,  and  he 
can  only  exercise  the  right  by  the  pay- 
ment of  a  prohibitory  sum  for  his  own 
property.  I  have  shown  your  Lordships, 
clearly  I  hope,  that  Mr.  Gladstone  was 
entiruy  wrong  in  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  excuwd  himself  in  giving  com- 
petuation  to  owners,  and  those  who  op- 
posed him  were  right ;  and  now  I  am  justi- 
fied in  calling  upon  those  gentlemen  who 
opposed  Mr.  Gladstone  with  arguments, 
.the  soundness  of  which  have  been  proved 
by  subsequent  history,  to  give  effect  to 
the  opinions  they  then  ezfo'essed,  and  not 
to  eat  their  own  words.  I  propose,  with 
your  Lordships'  permission,  to  read  what 
the  Members  of  the  present  Government 
.  said  upon  this  subject — and  their  words 
are  so  strong  that  I  cannot  understand 
how  they  can  get  out  of  the  obligation  to 
pay  compensation.  Mr.  Edward  Gibson 
(now  Lord  Ashbourne)  said  during  the 
Debates  of  1881 : 

"  The  measare  conceded  the  three '  fti,'  but 
givM  no  compensation  to  lamllonlfi  for  wliat  it 
takes  from  toem,  and  no  security  for  wliat  is 
left,  though  it  offers  them  a  ii^rantee  for 
nnivenal  litigation  renewable  for  ever." 

Lord  Inchiquin. 


And,  again.  Lord  Ashbourne  said : 


"  If  landloidisra  is  to  be  done  away  with, 
wliv  should  not  the  transaction  be  done  openly^ 
and  in  the  l^;Ilt  of  day  ?  Don't  filch  their 
proi)erty  without  confession,  or  mutilate  it 
without  acknowledgment.  What  you  take,, 
take  openly,  and  pay  for  wliat  you  take." 

I  think  the  noble  Lord  deserves  great 
credit  for  his  foresight,  and  for  having: 
spoken  those  words.  He  cannot  turn 
round  now,  when  we  show  him  that  what 
he  anticipated  has  taken  place.  Mr.  Arthur- 
Balfour  said  : 

"  It  now  appeared,  by  the  Bill  of  1870,  tliat, 
without  intending  it,  Uiey  had  conferred  on 
the  tenant  proiierty  which  hetonged  to  the 
landlonl,  and  tney  now  thought  it  necessary 
to  legalise  tleliberately  this  accidental  con- 
fiscation. Free  sale  must  end  either  in  rack- 
renting  or  in  robbery." 

We  have  been  hauled  over  the  coals  over 
and  over  again  for  saying  our  pr(^)erty 
has  l>een  confiscated,   but  here  is  aa 

admission  of  that  fact.  Free  sale  has- 
ended  in  l>oth  rack-renting  and  robbery. 
Sir  Richard  Cross  (now  ^scouiit  Cross^ 
said : 

"  Let  them  say  for  ttie  public  good  that  this 
lutist  )>e  taken  out  of  your  estates,  but,  aa  in 
all  other  cafes  wliere  we  take  the  property  of 
one  man  for  the  lienefit  of  others,  we  offer  yoa. 
coni|iensation  full,  fair,  and  aiuple  for  thft 
injur>'  we  undonbtedly  do  to  your  estates." 

The  next  quotation  T  will  read  to  your 

Lordships  contains  very  strong  language,, 
and  it  is  from  a  speech  by  Mr.  Chaplin : 

"  Are  you  gouig  to  give  the  man  to  whom, 
you  have  sold  tlie  estate  yourselves  corapens^ 
tion,  or,  failing  that,  are  you  not  bound  to- 
repurchase  bin  estate  on  equitable  terms 
Yon  are  hound — then  can  oe  no  question 
upon  this  point — to  give  him  coin]wnsation. 
\  ou  tpve  none.  You  tell  us  of  judicill  leases 
and  judicial  rent«.  I  say  thM  tliis  part  of 
your  Bill  nothing  else  than  one  great  icheiae 
of  judicial  plunder." 

I  have  another  extract  from  a  speech 
Mr.  Chaplin,  the  language  of  which  la- 
equally  strong.   He  saj's : 

"These  sweeping  and  extravagrnitproposalR, 
proposals  which  conveyed  to  the  braakers  of  ~ 
the  law  the  bulk  of  everything  they  liave- 
denisndet),  and  which  differs  liUle,  if^at  all, 
from  those  r<oliemes  of  public  plunder  whiclk 
the  Prime  Muiister  himself  so  unsparingly 
denounced,  except,  indeed,  in  this  particular — 
that  the  (roveniraent  gave  no  compensataon  to 
the  landlmd  ;  and  which  eertainly  were- 
included  in  every  scheme  which  has  beuk 
either  suggested  or  attributed  to  the  hon^ 
member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell).** 
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In  every  scheme  which  Mr.  Pamell 
brought  forward  he  included  provision 
for  compensation.  Air.  Cha^n  con- 
tinues! : 

"  Yoa  teach  the  lawless  and  the  disaffected 
that  by  outrages,  by  violence  and  crime,  by 
persLttent  and  daring  defiance  of  tlie  law,  they 
can  wring — nay,  they  have  wrung — from  the 
Imperial  Parliament  the  grossest  and  most  un- 
hallowed act  of  great  public  confiscation  tliat 
ever  yet  has  been  attempted  by  any  Minister 
or  Statesman  in  any  civilised  society  or 
country  in  Uie  world." 

This  is  is  pretty  strong,  I  think.  This  is 
what  Lord  Salisbury  said  on  the  subject. 
Speaking  o^i  free  sale,  the  noble  Marquess 
said : 

"  I  defy  anyone  to  show  tliat  this  money  is 
given  to  the  tenant  without  taking  away  the 
property  of  the  landlord." 

Lord  Lansdowne  said : 

"Yon  are  goin^  to  divide  the  interests  of 
landlord  and  tenant,  restricting  the  former  and 
leaving  the  latter  free.  The  landlord's  property 
must  suffer." 

There  Is  one  letter  which  I  should  like  to 
read  to  the  House.  It  is  from  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  (the 
Lord  Chancellor)  in  reply  to  a  letter  from 
a  landlord  in  Ireland,  asking  him  his 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  compensation. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  said : 

*'Dear  Sir, — As  my  words  were  not  com- 
mitted to  writing,  I  cannot  speak  with 
afasi^iite  certain^  as  to  what  they  were.  But 
what  I  think  I  said  was,  that  I  con'd  see  no 
reason  why  Irish  landlords  >)hould  be  excepted 
from  the  principle  which  was  generally  applied 
in  all  cases  where  Slate  policy  involved  tailing 
away  something  to  which  an  individual  had  a 
right — that  is  to  say,  that  compensatiea 
HDouId  always  he  given  where,  for  State 
reasons,  private  righto  were  invaded." 

I  believe  I  have  made  it  clear  that  it 
is  impossible  for  the  members  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  deny  that  they 
anticipated  the  very  evils  which  it  is  my 
business  to  show  have  occurred.  Mr. 
Gladstone,  in  introducing  his  Bill  of  1881, 
said : 

If  as  has  been  said,  Parliament  is  about  to 
invade  the  property  of  Irish  landlonts,  the 
question  of  compensation  becomes  a  very 
serious  one  indeed,  and  one  concerning  which, 
if  we  are  prepared  to  deal  with  it  at  all,  we 
ought  to  speak  in  most  decisive  terms.  If 
those  classes,  either  or  both  of  them,  have  a 
just  claim  for  compensation  in  consequence  of 
the  manner  in  which  their  interests  will  be 
'affected  bjr  this  KU,  we  are  bound  as  a  Parlia- 
ment to  give  it  to  tneni." 
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No  language  could  be  clearer  than  that. . 
In  another  stage  Mr.  Gladstone  said : 

'*We,in  1869  (on  the  Disestablishment  or 
the  Church),  provided  that  every  holder  of  an 
advowson  in  Ireland  should  receive  the  full 
market  price  of  his  property.  Thitt  we  held  to 
be  the  trae  principle  on  which  compensation 
should  be  bu^ed,  and  this  is  the  principle  on 
which  the  question  should  be  approached  on 
the  present  occasion.  If  after  experience- 
should  prove  that,  in  fact,  ruin  and  heavy  loss 
is  likely  to  have  been  brought  on  any  clas8  in 
Ireland  by  direct  effect  of  this  legislation,  that 
is  the  question  we  ought  to  look  directly  in  the. 
face." 

I  could  quote  many  of  Mr.  Gladstone's- 
colleagues  to  the  same  effect.  The  noble 
Marquess  at  the  head  of  theGovernment». 
in  answering  me  on  a  previous  occasion, . 
told  the  Irish  landlords  that  they  must 
appeal  to  the  constituencies  and  get  public 
opinion  on  their  side,  and  so  long  as  they 
did  not  ask  for  any  money  he  could  give 
them  his  complete  sympathy.  What,  my 
Lords,  is  the  good  of  sympathy  without 
money  1  I  am  speaking  on  behalf  of  men 
who  have  been  ruined,  and  not  for  those 
landlords  who  are  well  off  and  get  their 
money  from  other  sources  than  their - 
estates.  I  was  in  a  house  in  Ireland 
recently  which  was  previously  occupied, 
by  a  family  in  a  very  comfortable  position,, 
with  an  income  of  some  £3,000  or  £4,000- 
a  year,  but  the  lady  who  was  living  in 
that  house,  on  account  of  difficulties,  is 
now  receiving  only  14s.  a  week,  just 
enough  to  keep  body  and  soul  together,, 
from  the  mortgagees.  I  am  putting  tie- 
fore  the  House  the  position  of  thousands 
in  Ireland.  A  great  cry  has  arisen,  and 
will  increase  in  volujne  until  a  remedy  is 
provided.  If  we  appeal  to  the  con- 
stituencies they  either  will  not  under- 
stand our  case,  or  they  will  say  : 

"We  have  the  strongest  Government  this- 
country  has  seen,  which  is  perfectly  capable  of 
understanding  the  mater,  and  it  is  their  duty 
to  see  that  the  Irish  landlords  are  conipen- 
sated." 

^  Our  case  must  be  heard,  and  we  insist 
upon  having  it  heard.  Millions  of  pounds 
have  been  taken  away  from  Irish  land- 
owners, and  they  are  entitled  to  compen- 
sationi  What  the  Irish  landlords  say  is 
this  :  "You  have  reduced  our  rents,  you 
have  taken  a  large  slice  out  of  our  pro- 
perty and  handed  it  over  to  the  occupy- 
ing tenant,  who  is  at  liberty  to  go- 
wherever  he  likes  with  the  money."' 
That  is  what  Parliament  has  done.  It 
has  handed  over  to  the  occupying  tenant. 
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the  difference  between  the  old  rent  and 
the  judicial  rent.  I  will  take  in  illustra- 
tion a  peculiar  case  upon  ray  own  estate 
just  after  the  Act  of  1881  was  passed, 
and  which  I  mentioned  to  your  Lordships 
when  I  had  the  honour  of  calling  atten- 
tion to  this  question  two  years  ago.  I 
happened  to  put  a  tenant  into  a  farm  a 

?ear  before  the  Act  came  into  operation, 
he  tenant  was  to  pay  a  rent  of  £150  a 
year.  He  had  not  paid  a  farthing  for 
that,  because  tenant  rieht  did  not  exist 
in  the  South  of  Ireland,  and  as  regards 
my  own  estate,  it  was  especially  guarded. 
The  tenant  asked  the  rent  to  be  reduced 
to  £120.  He  asked  to  he  allowed  to  sell, 
and  he  was  allowed  to  sell.  The  result  was 
that  he  got  £1,250  for  his  interest,  having 
come  in  the  year  before  without  having 
paid  for  any  interest  whatever.  This 
man  walked  off  to  America,  or  somewhere 
•else,  with  his  £1,250,  and  left  the  present 
tenant  subject  to  the  rent  of  £130  plus 
interest  on  £1,250,  which,  I  am  bound  to 
add,  the  tenant  is  paying  very  regularly. 
The  other  day  the  tenant  applied  to  have 
his  rent  fixed  for  the  second  Term.  It 
iVas  fixed  at  £90,  so  that  the  original  rent 
has  been  reduced  by  £60,  or  about  5  per 
cent,  on  the  sum  paid  for  the  tenant-right. 
That  is  a  clear  case  of  carving  the 
teuantr-right  out  of  the  rent.  Nume- 
rous cases  of  this  sort  could  be 
-cited.  I  had  intended  to  refer  to  other 
matters,  but  I  fear  that  I  have  already 
detained  your  Lordships  at  too  great 
length.  I  would  conclude  by  impressing 
upon  the  Government  the  absohite  neces- 
sity of  looking  seriously  into  this  ques- 
tion, and  if  they  offer  the  same  answer 
which  they  gave  on '  a  former  occasion  I 
shall  feel  compelled  to  appeal  to  your 
Lordships  to  put  a  little  pressure  upon 
them. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCOKN:  My 
Lords,  I  have  listened  with  the  greatest 
interest  to  the  excellent  speech  which  has 
just  been  delivered  by  the  noble  Lord, 
and  the  most  extraordinary  part  of  that 
speech  is  that  it  is  perfectly  true,  how- 
ever incredible  it  may  seem  that  any 
■Government  could  have  brought  any  class 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  to  such  a  state 
■of  misery  and  poverty.  I  am  sure  the 
noble  Lord's  speech  will  meet  with  the 
sympathy  of  your  Lordships,  and  especi- 
ally of  the  three  noble  Lords  opposite 
•who  have  held  the  office  of  Lord  Lieu 
.tenant  of  Ireland,  and  who  are  thoroughly 

Lord  Ittchiqitin. 


acquainted  with  this  question.  The 
noble  Lord  at  the  beginning  of  his 
speech  referred  to  the  tithe  rent-charge, 
and  I  should  like  to  be  permitted  to  say 
one  word  with  re^rd  to  the  Tithe  Kent- 
charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  which  was  intro- 
duced at  the  beginning  of  the  session. 
To  the  astonishment  of  those  who  had 
trusted  to  the  promises  of  the  Govern- 
ment, we  learned  this  morning  that  this 
Bill  had  been  withdrawn,  and  I  fear  that 
when  the  news  is  received  in  Ireland  it 
will  be  read  with  amazement  and  con- 
sternation by  most  of  the  landowners  in 
that  country.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  Government  have  treated  us 
very  badly  in  this  matter.  I  might  even 
use  a  stronger  term,  for  my  noble  friends 
and  myself  naturally  assumed  that  when 
the  Bill  was  introduced  the  Government 
intended  to  proceed  with  it.  Mr.  Balfour 
stated  that  he  hoped  to  bring  in  the  Bill 
early  next  session  with  better  results,  and 
I  trust  the  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
will  fulfil  his  obligation  to  the  landlortis 
of  Ireland.  Why  should  this  Govern- 
ment, the  strongest  in  our  own  time,  not 
only  in  ability  but  in  votes,  not  support 
their  friends  who  support  them,  instead 
of  listening  to  the  smooth  words  of  those 
who  have  never  helped  them,  who 
are  their  political  enemies,  who  will 
continue  to  be  their  political  enemies, 
and  who,  the  more  that  is  given 
them,  the  more  will  want  1  Slowly  buC 
surely  the  Irish  landowners  are  l>eing 
bled  to  death,  and  by  the  next  generation 
there  will  hardly  be  a  middle-class  or 
small  landed  proprietor  left  in  Ireland  in 
a  state  of  solvency.  That  has  been 
brought  about  by  various  Acts  of  Parliar 
ment  passed  by  different  Governments, 
and  I  hope  that  to-night  we  shall  have  a 
satisfactory  answer  to  the  question  laid 
before  your  Lorchhips  by  my  noble 
friend. 

*LoRD  FARNHAM :  My  LoixIa,  after 
the  very  able  and  exhaustive  speech  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  introduced  this  question, 
I  do  not  intend  to  detain  your  lordships  at 
any  great  length,  but  I  feel  I  should  not 
be  doing  my  duty  to  those  who  look  to 
us,  and  whose  only  representatives  we 
arc,  if  I  did  not  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
their  case.  Were  it  not  for  theii-  repre- 
sentatives in  the  House  of  Lords  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland,  contributing  as  they  do 
large  sums  to  the  re\*enue,  woidd,  never- 
theless,  bo  almost  as  much  without  repre- 
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■mentation  or  means  of  making  their  voice 
heard  as  are  the  Uitlanders  in  the  Ttans- 
vaal  t  was  present  during  a  Debate  in 
your  Lordships'  House  a  short  time  ago, 
when  it  was  proposed  that  some  form  of 
Fair  Kent  Fixing  Court  should  be  intro- 
'  duced  into  Wales,  and  I  was  struck  by  the 
shudder  of  horror  with  which  the  sugges- 
tion of  an  extension  of  the  Irish  Land 
Acts  into  Wales  was  received.  In  that 
Debate  the  noble  Duke,  the  Duke  of 
Argyll,  stated  that  in  passing  the  Irish 
Land  Acts  your  Lordships  had  salved 
your  consciences  by  believing  that  in  Ire- 
land the  improvements  were  made  by  the 
tenants,  whereas  in  Enjdand  they  were 
made  by  the  landlords.  In  the  first  place 
I  indignantly  deny  that  there  is,  or  ever 
has  been,  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
great  body  of  the  Irish  landlords  to  con- 
liscate  the  improvements  of  their  tenants. 
On  the  contrary,  they  would  have  wel- 
comed any  measure  which  would  have 
secm^  to  the  tenant  the  unexhausted  im- 
provements of  his  holding.  But,  if  it  was 
expedient  to  legislate  for  the  purpose  of 
.securing  the  tenant  his  improvements, 
why  should  it  have  been  thouo;ht  neces- 
sary to  take  from  the  Irish  lancUoi'd  those 
rigbts  which  the  English  landowner 
eujoys  along  with  him  1  I  had  always 
understood  that  it  was  a  maxim  of 
English  law  that  when  the  pro- 
perty of  a  private  individual  is 
taken  from  him,  he  should  receive  fair 
and  full  compensation.  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  said  that  when  you  sacrifice 
the  interests  of  a  class  for  what  you  con- 
sider a  general  benefit  you  ought  to  be 
called  upon  to  make  compensation.  The 
■  question  is  whether  recent  legislation  was 
brought  about  by  political  exigencies  or 
not.  My  case  is  that  the  whole  of  the 
Irish  land  legislation  was  the  outcome  of 
political,  and  not  of  economic,  necessity. 
It  was  laid  down,  more  than  fifty  years 
ago,  by  Mr.  Finton  Lalor,  that  the  mere 
question  of  separation  was  not  in  itself 
.  sufficient  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the 
peasantry  of  Ireland,  and  that  in  order  to 
do  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  tack  on  to 
that  some  other  question,  and  this  ques- 
tion, he  said,  is  found  in  the  land.  That 
article,  forty  years  later,  was  quoted  by 
Mr.  Michael  Davitt,  who  said  that  those 
were  the  principles  which  presided  over 
the  birth  of  the  Land  League,  and 
-Started  the  land  agitation.  The  object 
was  to  drive  out  the  landlords,  not 
.  «o  much  qua  landlords,  but  becau«e  they 


I  constituted  the  Erglish  garrison.  The 
I  rent  agitation  was  set  on  foot  for  a 
I  political  object,  and  the  Land  Act  was 
passed  for  the  same  object.  Mr.  John 
i  Bright  said  on  May  9,  1891,  on  the 
I  Second  Heading  of  the  Land  Bill  of  that 
:  year : 

"  It  is  for  the  peace  and  tranquilUty  of  the 
realm  t}iat  this  Bill  tias  been  drawn  up  and 

intiYMlueed  to  the  House." 

And,  later  on,  Mr.  Bright  speaks  of  it  as 

"  A  measure  on  which  depends  to  a  lai^ 
extent  the  social  interests  of  Ireland,  and,  I 
helieve  also,  on  wliicli  depends  to  a  large 
extent  tlie  political  interefitfl  of  the  United 
Kingdom." 

If  the  custom  as  to  improvements  of 
holdings  difTered  in  England  and  Ireland, 

that  was  a  mere  question  of  practice ;  but 
when  we  come  to  the  other  questions,  such 
as  right  of  occupation,  free  contract,  etc., 
they  are  questions  which  depend  on  ab- 
stract principles  of  right  and  wrong.  If 
the  rights  of  which  the  Irish  landlords 
h&ve  been  deprived  by  legislation  were 
consistent  with  justice,  the  Irish  land- 
lords ought  to  have  been  compensated  for 
their  loss.  If  those  rights  are  unjust, 
then  the  English  landlords,  who  still  enjoy 
them,  ought  to  put  their  house  in  order, 
and  bring  in  a  measure  to  provide  for  the 
surrender  of  rights  which  they  ought  not 
to  possess.  But  I  do  not  consider  that 
those  rights  are  unjust,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  deny  the  equity  of  the  claim  put 
forward  by  the  Irish  landlords  for  com- 
pensation for  their  loss.  If  we  have 
suffered,  and  if  we  deserve  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  those  rights  which  we  used 
to,  and  which  the  English  landowners 
still  enjoy,  much  more  do  we  consider 
that  we  are  entitled  to  it  on  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  Land  Act  has 
been  administered,  and  the  way  in  which 
the  predictions  concerning  it  have  been 
falsified.  When  the  Bill  was  introduced 
in  the  House  of  CJommons,  we  were  told 
that  it  would  rather  benefit  the  landlords 
than  otherwise,  and  that  if  they  did  lose 
a  small  amount  of  their  rents  it  would  be 
amply  made  up  to  them  by  the  security 
they  would  enjoy,  and  the  regularity  by 
which  their  rents  would  be  paid.  It  was 
stated  by  Mr.  Pamell,  in  July,  1881,  in 
Committee  on  the  Fair  Bent  C)lause,  that 
the  Bill  would  undoubtedly  reduce  many 
rents  which  were  extreme  rack-rents ;  but 
he  thought  that,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
would  raise  many  rents  which  were  at  the 
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present  moderate,  and  that,  as  regarded 
the  class  of  rents  which  were  too  high, 
but  which  could  not  come  under  the  de- 
nomination of  rack-rents,  it  would  leave 
them  untouched.  The  net  result  would 
1)6,  said  Mr.  Parnell,  that  the  total 
amount  of  rent  paid  to  the  landlords  in 
Ireland  would  be  increased  rather  than 
diminished.  The  extraordinary  thing 
which  we  find  is  that  there  does  not  | 
appear  to  be  any  difference  made 
lietween  what  may  be  called  rack- 
rents  and  other  rents,  inasmuch  as 
rents  which  had  been  recently  raised  to 
what  might  be  tenned  rack  rents,  and 
those  which  had  remained  unaltered  for 
generations,  have  been  subject  to  the  same 
percentage  of  reduction.  As  to  the 
rents  which  have  been  left  untouched, 
we  could  almost  count  them  on  our  fingers, 
and  the  alteration  has  invariably  been  in 
the  same  direction.  We  have  an  original 
and  fundamental  grievance  which  exists  ' 
in  the  Act.  It  is  one  which  I  called  | 
attention  to  when  I  had  the  honour  of 
addressing  your  Lordships  last  year,  and 
it  is  this,  that  the  State  has  undertaken  a 
task  which  it  has  never  performed.  The 
State  undertook  to  fix  fair  rents  as 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  but  the 
State  has  never  gone  so  far  as  to  define 
what  a  fair  rent  is,  or  the  principles  upon 
which  such  a  rent  may  be  fixed.  I  called 
attention  to  that  last  year,  and  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  (the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland),  in  answering  me,  said  : 

"  The  Act  itself,  however,  when  an  oppor- 
toaity  was  given  to  it  of  defining  a  fair  rent, 
atuank  from  the  task  and  did  not  define  it,  m 
that  some  conHiderabioQ  shoaUl  be  given  to 
those  who  are  given  the  adminintration  of  the 
Act,  which  itself  declines  the  difficulty  of  a 
definition." 

That  is  exactly  what  we  complain  of. 
I  submit  that  our  grievances  are  none 
the  less  keenly  felt  because  the  defect 
is  inherent  in  the  Act  itself.  We  have 
suffered  severely  under  it,  and  from  the 
vague  ideas  that  are  in  the  minds  of 
the  sub-Commissioners  as  to  what  fair  rent 
is.  I  submit  that  on  that  head  alone  we 
are  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  loss 
we  have  sustained.  We  have  claims  also 
in  r^iard  to  the  extraordinary  proceedings 
of  the  courts  of  sub-Commissioners.  I  do 
not  intend  to  go  into  all  the  eases  to  which 
I  might  refer,  but  I  would  call  your  Lord- 
ships' attention  to  one  or  two.  I  will  first 
calf  attention  to  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Bassett,  a  valuer,  given  before  the  Fry 

Tjtrd  Famham. 


Comipission.  He  was  speaking  of  a  hold- 
ing in  which  the  rent  had  been  reduced 
from  £70  to  £il,  and  when  he  was  cross- 
examined  he  said  that  he  had  deducted, 

as  part  of  the  cost  of  production,  300  tons 
of  manure— £.30.  The  witness  was  asked : 
"  Do  you  mean   farmyard   manure  t 
And  his  reply  was  :  "  Yes,  Sir,  300  tons  at 
28.  a  ton  are  £30."   Is  it  conceivable,, 
my  Lords,  that  the  manure  which  is- 
taken  out  of  the  farm,  and  which  the 
tenant  pays  nothing  for  whatever,  should 
be  charged  for.under  the  head  of  cost  of 
production  and  deducted  from  the  rent  T 
That  £30  made  the  difference  between 
the  old  rent  and  the  new  rent.  Another- 
case  has  recently  come  under  my  notice 
— the  case  of  General  Everard.  PreWous 
to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1870, 
General     Everard    let     a   portion  of 
the   demesne   as   an  ordinary  yearly 
tenancy,  no  fine  being  paid  by  the  tenant 
on    getting    possession.      The  tenant 
applied,  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
1881,  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed.  He 
claimed    no    improvements,    and  had 
seriously  deteriorated  the  holding.  H&- 
lived  four  miles  away,  and  used  the  land 
merely  for  grazing  purposes.    The  rent 
was  reduced  by  the  Court  from  258.  to 
20s.  per  statute  acre,  and  the  true  value 
fixed    at    £7    10s.  per  statute  acre. 
General  Everard  did  not  reside  upon 
the  estate,  and  was  only  tenant  for  fife. 
His  nephew,  Major  Everard,  barred  the 
entail  on  coming  of  age,  but  as  he  did  not 
for  some  years  require  to  occupy  the 
land,  he  found  that  the  farm  had  thereby 
become  undemesned.    He  is  now  obliged 
1  to  rent  the  farm  from  his  tenant  yearly 
'  on  an  eleven  months*  grazing  agreement, 
I  for  which  he  has  to  pay  him  358.  per 
'  statute  acre,  and  to  herd  the  cattle  and 
j  keep  the  fences  in  order  at  his  own  cost. 
I  This  is,  indeed,  a  monstrous  case.    In  the 
,  report  of  the  Fry  Commission  special 
j  attention  was  drawn  to  the  methods  of 
the  sub-Commissioners  when  valuing  a 
farm  and  inspecting  drains.    The  Fry 
Commission  say : 

'  *'  Id  oar  opinion  it  should  be  the  practice  of 
these  otBciuB,  from  time  to  time,  to  direct 
that,  btfore  th^  inspeolaon,  aaeh  openinga 
should  be  made  in  the  dndns  as  may  to 
necessRiy  to  test  their  existenoe  and  condi- 
tion, and  that  they  should  do  so  in  every  case  - 
in  which  the  landlord  makes  a  request  to  that 
effect." 

This  was  alluded  to,  and  commented 
j-upon,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 
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boUi  last  year  and  this  year.  My  noble 
-and  learned  friend  said  on  July  28  last 

_year: 

"The  saggefttion  as  to  the  inspection  of 
-drainit  is  a  very  important  matter.  It  com> 
mended  it«eU  to  everyone,  and  Iish  been  in- 
•ooiparated  in  the  instnicUons  to  valumH." 

More  recently  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland  said  the  recommendation  of  the 
GommiBsion  in  regard  to  drains  had  been 
put  in  force,  and  was  at  the  present 
moment  working  with  great  advantage. 
When  I  heard  that  my  heart  was  filled 
with  hope,  and  I  believed  that  one  point 
upon  which  we  had  very  great  difficulty 
would  be  set  at  rest.  But  my  dream  was 
soon  dispelled  by  a  letter  which  I  re- 
ceived from  my  own  agent  a  few  days 
ago,  drawing  attention  to  a  conversation 
he  had  with  the  lay  Commissioner  when 
visiting  the  lands  of  one  of  my  tenants, 
James  Reilly,  Clonlohan.  The  Commis- 
sioner looked  at  the  outlet  of  a  drain,  and 
on  being  asked  by  my  agent  what  steps 
he  took  to  ascertain  whether  the  length 
of  the  drain  claimed  for  by  the  tenant  was 
correct,  he  told  him  that  they  had  no  way 
of  ascertaining,  and  always  accepted  as 
-correct  what  the  tenant  swore  to  in  court. 
.So  astonished  was  my  agent  that  he  called 
up  the  bailiff  as  witness,  and  he  encloses 
a  letter  from  the  bailiff  confirming  his 
statement.  Surely  it  is  conceivable  that 
a  tenant  might  make  an  exaggerated  state- 
ment as  to  the  amount  of  drains  he  had 
made.  It  is  also  within  the  bounds  of 
possibility  that  he  might  make  a  state- 
ment at  variance  with  the  truth.  Are  we 
to  believe  that  his  statement  is  to  be 
acc^yted  in  court  without  any  investiga- 
tion 1  Would  any  noble  Lord,  when  he  is 
celling  a  flock  of  shee[^  expect  to  have 
his  word  taken  as  to  the  exact  number 
of  sheep  in  the  flock?  If  there  is  one 
direction  more  than  another  in  which 
proper  supervision  and  inspection  should 
M  exercised,  it  is  in  verifying  the  state- 
ment of  the  tenant  as  to  the  improvements 
he  has  made  in  his  holding.  I  would  ask, 
my  Lords,  What  is  it  tl^  the  State  has 
done  ?  It  has,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
metaphor,  constructed  an  enormous  vessel 
built  upon  principles  opposed  to  any  pre- 
conceived ideas  of  naval  architecture ; 
fitted  her  with  powerful  engines,  with  no 
appliance  for  stopping  or  going  astern ; 
aent  her  to  sea  unprovided  with  any  effi- 
cient steering  apparatus,  and  started  her 
Am.  her  voyage  either  without  a  compass, 
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or  with  one  on  which  the  north  point,  the 
cardinal  point  of  a  properly-detined  fair 
rent,  has  never  been  defined ;  manned  by 
a  crew  mainir  composed  of  inexpert  lands- 
men, and  only  capable  of  being  navigated 
at  enormous  cost.  Starting  on  her  wild 
and  erratic  career,  she  damages  or  sinks 
all  who  come  in  her  way,  and  we,  I  think 
not  without  justice,  consider  that  we 
deserve  some  form  of  compensation  as  the 
unwilling  and  protesting  victims  of  an 
unprecedented  and  dangerous  experiment. 

are  we  vvho  now  appeal  to  you  1  We 
are  not  those  who  have  been  marching 
through  rapine  to  the  dismemberment  m 
the  Empire.  We  are  not  those  in  whose 
eyes  England's  difficulty  has  been  Ireland's 
opportunity.  We  have,  as  your  outposts, 
borne  the  brunt  of  the  first  attacks  on 
property  and  the  Union.  Faithful,  though 
not  favoured,  we  have  kept  our  claims  in 
the  background,  when,  by  pressing  them, 
we  might  have  embarrassed  a  Unionist 
Government ;  but  when  we  see  that  ruin 
and  exile  is  the  immediate  fate  of  many 
of  our  number,  and  the  ultimate  fate  of 
almost  all,  we  can  keep  silence  no  longer, 
but  come  forward  to  ask  that  it  shaU  not 
be  said  of  the  justice-loving  people  of 
England  that  they  have  placed  upon  men's 
b.icks  burdens  too  grievous  to  be  borne, 
which  they  themselves  will  not  touch 
with  one  of  their  fingers. 

*The  lord  chancellor  of  IKE- 
LAND  (Lord  Ashbourne)  :  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Eirl  who  moved  this  motion 
has  presented  his  case  clearly  and  fairly, 
and  with  every  anxiety  not  unduly  to 
occupy  the  time  of  vour  Lordships,  but 
he  set  before  himself  an  immense  task 
when  he  went  on  to  discuss  an  enor- 
mous code,  which  he  said  comprised  twenty- 
five  Acts  of  Parliament  and  which  dealt 
with  a  vast  variety  of  complex  subjects. 
At  the  close  of  his  speech,  which  was 
necessarily  a  very  long  one,  he  ashed 
your  Lordships  to  affirm  the  proposition 
that  the  question  of  compensation  to  the 
Irish  landowners  for  injuries  inflicted  upon 
them  by  recent  legislation  demands  the 
immediate  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  That  recent  legislation, 
he  stated,  had  its  starting  point  in 
1869,  with  the  passing  of  the  Irish 
Church  Act,  which  was  followed  by 
the  Land  Act  of  1870,  and  by  other 
Acts  of  Parliament,  notably  by  the  Act 
of  1881.  My  noble  friend,  when  he  came 
to  the  Act  of  1881,  gave  your  Lordships 
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many  quotations  from  speeches  of  Mem- 
bers of  your  Lordships'  House,  and  he  did 
me  the  honour  of  quoting  some  words 
which  I  had  used  and  he  said  it  would  be 

impossible  for  us  to  eat  our  words.  Per- 
sonally, my  Lords,  I  have  never  wished 
to  withdraw,  qualify,  or  deny  one  solitary 
syllable  I  have  said  in  reference  to  the 
Act  of  1881.  I  was  one  of  its  most  reso- 
lute and  consistent  opponents.  I  chal- 
lenged its  policy  from  the  start  to  the 
finish,  and  I  attacked  every  one  of  its 
clauses.  I  therefore  repudiate  any  sug- 
gestion that  I  am  bound  to  defend  the 
Act  of  1881,  or  to  vindicate  the  policy 
which  was  responsible  for  it.  We  have 
now  to  face  a  practical  question,  and  my 
noble  friend  (Lord  Inchiquin)  and  the 
noble  Lords  who  followed  him  must,  as 
practical  men,  present  to  your  Lordships 
some  practical  conclusions  that  can  lead 
to  some  practical  results.  My  noble  friend 
dealt  wiwi  various  topics,  and  one  of  those 
was  the  reduction  of  rent  which  has  taken 
place  in  Ireland.  That,  of  course,  was 
the  most  important  subject  be  referred 
to.  Your  Lordships  will  at  once  recognise 
that    the    reduction   of   rent    is  not 

Culiar  to  Ireland,  although  it  has  been 
ught  about  by  voluntary  action  and 
concession  it  might  be  in  England  and 
Scotland,  while  the  legislature  stepped 
in  in  Ireland  and  worked  out  the 
results  which  have  been  arrived  at. 
What  is  the  practical  way  of  dealing  with 
this  question?  Does  my  noble  friend 
suggest  that  it  is  possible  to  retry  all  the 
fair-rent  cases  in  Ireland  ?  Does  he 
suggest  that  it  is  possible  by  an  inquiry 
into  those  vast  topics  to  find  a  way  by 
which  compensation  might  be  sought? 
Anyone  connected  with  Ireland  knows 
that  there  is  much  truth  in  the  suggestion 
that  the  landowning  class  in  Ireland  have 
been  subjected  to  grave  and  serious  loss 
in  recent  years,  and  I  know,  from  being 
more  closely  connected  with  them,  how 
keen  the  suffering  has  been  to  the  smaller 
landed  proprietors,  many  of  whom  have 
been  reduced  to  urgent  straits.  When 
the  noble  Marquess  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  had  his  attention  called  to 
this  subject  on  a  former  occasion  bespoke 
with  the  deepest  and  kindliest  sympathy, 
but  he  said  it  must  bo  made  clear  to  the 
tenants  in  Ireland  that  you  do  not  mean 
to  upset  the  Act  of  1881,  that  compensa- 
tion in  any  shape,  in  pounds  shillings 
and  pence  from  the  English  Exchequer 
is  not  to  be  sought  for,  but  that  an  efibrt 


should  be  made  to  enlist  public  sympathy 
with  what  my  noble  friend  called  a 
merited  tenderness  for  interests  which 
have  been  hardly  treated.  This  is  %h»- 
way,  a  difficult  way,  no  doubt,  in  which 
this  question  must  be  approached,  because 
it  must  be  dealt  with  as  a  practical 
question.  My  noble  friend  (Lord  Farn- 
ham)  referred  to  the  Fry  Commission  and 
its  recommendations.  I  admit,  at  once, 
that  it  is  a  reasonable  suggestion  that  any 
fair  proposal  that  is  capable  of  being 
worked  out  and  applied  with  justice  to- 
both  sides  should  bo  fairly  tried.  Upon 
more  occasions  than  one  this  question 
has  been  before  your  Lordships,  and  not 
long  ago  I  went  in  the  fullest  possible 
way  into  every  one  of  the  operations 
of  the  Land  Commission  to  give  effect  to 
such  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Fry  Commission  as  they  themselves 
approved  of,  and  as  a^>eared  desirable 
they  should  adopt,  and  I  heard  with  sur- 
prise the  statement  of  Lord  Famham  as 
to  the  mode  of  inspection  of  drains.  I 
was  informed  that  a  certain  |«actice  was 
being  adopted,  and  if  a  contrary  practice 
has  been  adopted,  then  it  was  a  matter 
for  inquiry.  There  is  another  matter, 
apart  nt>m  giving  direct  compensation, 
which  may  also  do  a  ereat  deal  for  land 
in  Ireland,  and  which  I  have  always  looked 
upon  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  import- 
ance in  reference  to  the  working  out  of 
the  whole  agrarian  problem  in  Ireland — 
that  is  the  development  of  the  purchase 
system.  We  are  always  entitled  to  be 
asked  how  that  system  is  working,  and  to 
show  that  we  are  alive  to  the  importance 
of  giving  every  facility  for  the  working  of 
that  great  policy.  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  that  s^'stem  is  working  vigorously, 
well,  and  progressively.  I  gave  figures 
two  or  three  months  ago,  showing  that 
the  output  up  to  the  date  at  which 
I  spoke  was  quite  2,000,000  a  year, 
and  that  it  was  going  on  steadily,, 
and  even  at  an  increased  rate.  The 

{'^ear  that  terminated  on  March  1 31 
ast  shows  a  great  increase  on  the  pre- 
ceding year,  ^ioh  itself  showed  a  vast 
increase  on  the  year  that  preceded  it.  I 
have  made  inquiries  as  to  the  progress  of 
the  system  during  April,  May,  and  June 
of  this  year,  and  I  find  that  during  these 
three  months  there  has  been  a  steady, 
marked,  and  most  encouraging  increase. 
Is  it  not  satisfactory,  in  regard  to  this 
great  land  question  in  Ireland,  to  find, 
that  the  piu^hase  system  is  in  \igorcHia» 
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successful,  and  progressive  operation  1  A 
matter  of  obvious  importance  has  been  re- 
ferred to  by  the  noble  Duke — namely,  the 
fact  that  a  Tithe  Bill  was  promised  in  the 
Queen's  Speech.  The  measure,  which 
was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
was  intended  to  be  perfectly  fair  to  all 
parties,  and  to  enable  right  to  be  done, 
and  no  one  regrets  more  than  I  do  that 
that  Bill  could  not  be  passed  into  law  this 
session.  It  is  evident,  however,  from 
the  language  of  Mr.  Balfour  in 
another  place,  that  the  Bill  was 
dropped  with  great  reluctance  and 
regret,  and  that  the  intention  is 
to  re-introduce  it  at  an  early  period  of 
next  session.  I  can  only  express  my  own 
deep  regret  that  that  Bill  was  dropped. 
I  believe  my  regret  is  shared  by  many 
others,  and  no  effort  will  be  spared  on  my 
part  to  endeavour  to  ensure  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill  at  a  very  early  period 
next  session.  I  trust,  in  these  circum- 
stances, that  my  noble  friend  will  with- 
draw his  motion. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY : 
My  I^rds,  I  confess  I  heard  the  conclud- 
ing words  of  my  noble  friend  with  a 
certain  amount  of  satisfaction,  but  I 
would  rather  have  heard  him  give  an 
absolute  promise  that  the  Bill  should  be 
introduced  at  an  early  period  next 
session.  All  who  wish  to  deal  fairly  in 
this  matter  cannot  but  have  heard  with 
sympathy  the  grievance  under  which  the 
Irish  land-owning  classes  are  suffering.  I 
do  not  think  anyone  can  deny  that  the 
Land  Acts  of  1870  and  1881  have 
to  &  very  great  extent  benefited  one 
class  in  Ir^nd  to  the  injury  of  another ; 
but  if  the  motion  of  my  nol>Ie  friend  had 
attempted  to  deprive  the  occupying  class 
in  Ireland  of  any  single  item  of  advantage 
they  have  derived  under  the  legislation  I 
should  not  have  supported  it  The  land- 
occupying  classes  in  Ireland  have  obtained 
enormous  advantages  under  the  Land 
Acts,  and  they  have  been  perfectly  justi- 
fied in  taking  every  advantage  of  those 
Acts,  but  I  feel  that  those  classes  who  have 
1>en^ted  by  this  I^islation  would,  in  a 
great  many  cases,  be  the  first  to  desire 
that  those  who  have  been  deprived  of  the 
benefits  they  possessed  in  the  past  should 


be  recompensed,  and,  if  possible,  compen- 
sated for  losses  in  the  future.  No  one,  I 
think,  will  deny  that  at  the  present 
moment  the  original  landowner  in  Ir^and' 
has  become  nothing  more  than  a  rent- 
charger.  We  know  full  well  that  the 
powers  of  Parliament  are  unlimited,  and 
that  Parliament  can  take  the  roof  over  my 
head  and  the  coat  off  my  back  if  it 
chooses ;  but  I  do  not  think  Parliament 
has  ever  confiscated  a  man's  pro- 
perty without  giving  him  honest 
and  fair  compensation  ;  and  some  compen- 
sations, direct  or  indirect,  should  be  given 
to  those  who  have  had  their  property  in 
Ireland  gradually,  but  surely,  squeezed 
away  from  them.  Whenever  this  ques- 
tion is  raised  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  who  responds  for  the  (lovemment 
on  Irish  questions  invariably  attributes 
this  legislation,  to  the  Government  of 
1881.  He  adheres  to  the  speeches  he 
then  made,  and  says  he  does  not  re- 
pudiate one  single  sentence.  I  should 
have  liked  to  see  the  noble  Duke  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  and  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  in  their  places  to- 
night, as  they  were  responsible  for  the 
Act  of  1881,  and  to .  have  heard  what 
were  their  views  upon  it.  In  all  proba- 
bility they  would  have  told  us  that  they 
anticipated  that  the  Land  Bill  of  1881 
would  do  no  harm  whatever  to  the  land- 
owning classes.  They  probably  thought 
that  the  passing  of  that  Land  Bill  would 
bring  about  an  absolute  millennium  to  the 
land-owning  classes.  I  think  they  must 
now  admit,  however,  that  their  prognosti- 
cations have  been  falsified  by  the  results. 
Lord  Selbonie,  during  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  of  1881,  made  use  of  the  following 
expression : 

"  I  deny  tliat  the  Bill  will  in  any  degree 
whatever  aiininl'«li  the  riglits  of  the  landlord 
or  the  value  of  the  interest  he  i>os8e9.seH." 

Five  years  after  the  passing  of  the  Act 
Lord  Selboriie  ventured  to  observe  that 
he  would  rather  have  cut  off  his  hand 
than  have  been  a  party  to  the  Act. 
Moreover,  the  legislation  to  which  I  have 
alluded  has  been,  in  my  opinion,  a  breach 
of  contract  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  put  forward  every  inducement 
to  people  to  invest  their  money.  People 
were  assured  that  the  rents  were  so  low 
that  they  could  easily  be  raised,  and 
owing  to  the  assurance  of  the  Goi'ern- 
raent  £52,000,000  was  invcstei^in  this 
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way.  What  is  now  the  posicion  of  those  I  being  permitted,  they  fear  that  the  cry 
who  bought  that  land  ?  The  property  has  ;  for  their  own  expropriation  would  not  lie 
been  damaged  in  the  market  to  the  extent '  long  deferred.  In  this  lies  great  danger 
of  thousands,  and  even  miHions,  of  pounds  for  the  future  of  Ireland — the  rise  of  a  race 
bv  this  lo^slation,  and  it  is  a  clear  case  .  of  small  proprietors  without  capita],  who 
of  mutilation  of  property.  Realising  as  cannot  develop  the  resources  of  the 
he  does  the  damage  that  has  been  done  to  country,  who  will  not  inspire  confidence 
the  land-owning  classes  in  Ireland,  is  my  in  English  capitalists,  and  w^o  will  fall 
noble  friend  not  justified  in  asking  that '  into  the  hands  of  the  "  gombeen  "  men- 
compensation  of  some  kind,  either  direct ,  the  usurers — who  will  be  the  real  owners 
or  indirect,  should  be  given  to  those  of  land  in  Ireland.  I  rejoice  that  under 
people  who,  as  I  have  said,  have  had  their  \  the  operation  of  the  Ashbourne  Acts 
property  squeezed  away  from  them  1  The  purchase  is  making  way.  Those  Acts 
Irish  Land  Commission  during  the  past  are  of  inestimable  advantage  and  rehef 

;year  has  cost  no  less  than  £172,000,  and  to  owners  with  heavily  mortgaged 
it  does  not  appear  that  these  expenses  are  ;  property  :  I)ut  there  are  owners  not  under 
going  to  be  cuitailed  in  future,  for  the  such  difficulties,  and  who  are  unwilling  to 

•salaries  of  commissioners  and  sub-corn-  sell  because  they  cannot  invest  their 
missioners  in  1899-1900  were  £127,722,  ■  money  at  the  rate  they  derive  in  the  form 

■  as  compared  with  £114,579  in  1898-1899.  of  rent  When  the  noble  Marquess  the 
If  I  were  to  say  that  the  decisions  of !  Prime  Minister  received  the  deputation 
these  commissioners  were  considered  un-  on  this  subject,  he  expressed  his  sympathy 
fair  by  the  land-owning  classes,  your  '  and  advised  the  landlords  to  bring  forwanl 
Lordships  would  probably  regard  my  their  grievances  prominently  and  fre- 

-  assertion  with  scepticism.  But  I  will  quote  quently.  That  advice  they  are  following, 
what  Mr.  William  O'Brien  says  on  the  For  the  Government  to  ask  the  House  of 
subject.    He  says  :  Commons  to  vote  millions  for  the  redress 

^  ,  .of  the  grievances  is  impossible,  but  there 

rents  of  Ireland  BO  on  dropping  an<i  changin"  attained.    To  a  certain  extent  the  Tithe 

-  every  fifteen  yean>,  according  to  the  whim  of  Rent-charge  Bill  would  have  done  some' 
whatever  Land  Commissioners  get  hold  of  ,  thing,  ana  I  trust  we  shall  hear  that  an 
them.  It  is  a  mere  {?ambling  transaction  |  attemnt  will  he  niadfl  to  iuu«  ^^  n^tt 
what  a  man's  rent  may  be.  It  depends  on  a™PPt  ™l  •  .  J"?^®  -ff^.  i 
what  Government  is  in.  or  what  kin<I  of  Land  session.  It  might  be  possible  to  make 
ComtniBsioDera  they  appoint.  It  depends  on  advances  at  a  cheap  rate  of  interest  to 
whether  the  landlord  is  rich  enonch  to  carry  heavily  mortgaged  landowners,  and  upon 
it  u>  the  Appeal  CottrL    FJ>r  an  ^^^^        security  that  would  relieve  the  British 

Eurposes,  the  rents  of  Ireland  nuglit  as  well    .  -  ■  .  •  c 

e  &  W  tossing  up  a  coin."  taxpayer  from  any  anxiety.    It  is  not  for 

me  on  this  occasion  to  suggest  ways  and 
Mr.  O'Brien  anticipates  that,  by  the  time  '  means ;  it  is  for  the  Oovemment  to  put 
the  period  for  the  third  fixing  of  judicial ,  their  sympathy  into  practical  form, 
rents  comes  round,  Irish  kuidlonls  will  be 

absolutely  ruined  unless  they  dispose  of ;  *Lord  CLONBROCK  :  My  Lonls,  I 
their  property,  for  their  rents  will  be  am  afraid  my  noble  and  learned  friend 
whittled  down  to  next  to  nothing.  '  the  Lord  Chuicellor  of  Ireland  will  be 
As  Mr.  O'Brien  said,  the  landlords  surprised  at  what  I  am  going  to  say.  I 
know  this,  and  this  is  the  reason  i  wish  to  appeal  to  the  Government  not  to 
for  "the  motion  of  ray  noblo  friend.  ;  consider  this  a  hostile  motion,  but  to 
Do  Her  Majesty's  Government  consider  accept  it  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
that  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland  reality  of  our  grievance  and  onr  claim  to 
that  the  land-owning  class  should  be  wiped  compensation  in  some  shape  or  form, 
from  the  face  of  the  eountiy  ?  So  far  as  while  reserving  to  themselves  the  power 
I  know  the  feeling  of  Irish  farmers,  they  |  of  dealing  with  any  measure  for  compen- 
do  not  wish  for  the  expropriation  of  land-  ;  sation  which  we  may  bring  before  them, 
lords,  though  naturally  they  desire  to  It  has  been  often  acknowledged  by  indi- 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  legalisation  passed  vidual  members  of  the  Gorcmment  that 
on  their  behalf,  lliey  know  that  the  grievous  losses  have  been  inflicted,  how- 
labouring  class  far  outnumber  the  occupy-  ever  unintentionally,  on  Irish  landlords 
ing  tenants,  and  expropriation  of  one  by  the  Land  Acts.  I  say  unintentionally, 
■  class  in  the  interest  of  the  class  l>olov  |  as  it  is  universally  admitte<l  that  those  Acts 

The  Mtirqiifss  of  Londond'rry.  ^  . 
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hare  not  fulfilled  the  anticipations  of  tiiose 
vho  introduced  them.  I  wiU  repeat,  in  sup- 
port of  that  statement,  the  oft-quoted 
remark  of  Mr.  Gladstone  to  the  effect 
that  he  would  be  greatly  disappointed  if 
property  did  not  rise  to  twenty-five  years' 
parchase.    Instead  of  rising,  it  has  fallen 
to  about  seventeen  years'  purchase,  and 
my  noble  friend  who  introduced  this 
motion  has  given  y^our  Lordships  the 
reasons  why  this  has  taken  place.  His 
statement  of  the  losses   which  land- 
lords hare  sustuned  by  the  imposition 
of  tenant  right  and  the  inbvduction  of 
fixity  of  tenure  was  so  full  and  exhaustive 
that  I  should  hare  done  little  more  than 
glance  at  it,  bad  not  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  the  Ix)rd  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  in 
his  answer  on  behalf  of  the  Government, 
passed  over  that  portion  of  my  noble 
friend's  speech,  and  seemed  to  attribute 
our  losses  almost  entirely  to  reduction  of 
rent,  and  to  hold  therefore  that  our 
claim  to  compensation  was  on  that 
gnnind.  My  noble  and  learned  friend  also 
made  a  comparison  betwran  the  reduction 
that  had  taken  place  in  rent  in  Ireland 
and  the  reduction  in  rent  in  England, 
which  I  cannot  admit  to  be  a  fair  one. 
For  if  a  comparison  were  made  not 
between  Ireland  and  England  as  a  whole,  [ 
but  between  Ireland  and  those  parts  of ' 
England  which  most  resemble  it  in  a^-  j 
cultural  conditions,  a  different  conclusion  I 
would  be  arrived  at.     I  have  seen  such  j 
a  comparison  ;  I  have  not  the  figures  by  ; 
me,  but  they  would  bear  me  out.  The 
loss  Thich  the  landlords  hare  sustained 
by  the  introduction  of  tenants'  right 
where  it  never  before  existed,  and  of ! 
fixity  of  tenure,  was  foreseen  in  some  i 
quarters  at  the  time  the  Act  of  1881  , 
was  passed.    The  noble  Marquess  at  the  j 
head  of  the  Government  stated  in  your ; 
Lordships'    House  in  August,  1881,  on 
the  subject  of  free  sale,  that :  | 

"  The  tenants  aJl  over  Ireland  are  to  be 
autliorised  to  sell  for  money  that  which  tliev  | 
never  bought,  which  they  never  earned.  I 
ilefy  anyone  who  pays  attention  to  the  malti- 
plication  table  to  soow  that  this  money  in  | 
;^vea  to  the  tenant  without  taking  away  pro-  i 
l>erty  from  the  landlord  on  whose  estAte  ^e  ' 
farm  is." 

The  late  Lord  Selborne  said : 

"  I  must  say  that  the  extension  of  the 
Ulster  custom  to  the  rest  of  Ireland  does 
appear  a  manifest  violation  of  the  principles  of 
justice,  and  to  be  impossible  if  we  mean  to 
respect  those  principles." 

VOL.  LXXrV.    [Fourth  Series,] 


The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Land  Bill  of  1881, 
said: 

**  The  fact  is,  my  Iionls,  that  this  is  not  an 
attempt  to  remove  imperfections  from  the 
existing  law.  It  is  an  attempt  to  quell  an 
agrarian  rebellion  by  the  wholesale  concession 
of  proprietary  rights  to  the  peasantry  of 
Ireland— a  concession  which  has  been  extorted 
by  violence  and  a^tation.  These  ri^ts  yoa 
are  asked  to  create ;  do  not  let  ns  be  deluded 
into  the  belief  that  we  are  nmeljr  ooin^  to 
recognine  and  legalise  somethiDg  which  exists 
already." 

There  eould  not  be  a  clearer  description 
than  that  of  what  has  been  done  by  the  im- 
position of  tenant  right  and  fixity  of  tenure 
over  the  whole  of  Ireland.   It  has  been 

sought  to  justify  this  transfer  of  property 
on  the  ground  that  the  tenant  has  by  his 
improvements  acquired,  in  equity,  a  pro- 
perty in  his  farm,  and  that  the  landlora  is 
only  entitled  to  its  "  prairie  value."  I 
have  often  heard  a  luidlord  say,  "  Prairie 
value  I  I  wish  I  could  get  back  my  land 
at  its  prairie  value,"  meani^  as  virgin 
soil,  before  it  had  been  destructively 
treated  by  successive  tenants.  To  any- 
body who  knows  Ireland  it  is  apparent 
that  there  cannot  be  a  greater  mistake 
than  to  assume  that  the  land  in  Ireland 
has  been  generally  improved  by  the 
tillage  of  the  tenant.  I  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  consult  some  of  the  most  expe- 
rienced and  most  competent  judges,  and 
they  assert  that  for  eveiy  one  acre  that 
the  tenant  has  improved  there  are  100 
acres  which  have  been  deteriorated  to 
an  extent  far  exceeding  in  amount 
any  outlay  in  buildings  or  fences. 
Many  of  the  tenants  are  poor,  ignorant 
people  who  know  no  better,  and  lead 
struggling  lives.  There  are  580,000  hold- 
ings in  Ireland,  and  of  those  nearly  a  half 
are  under  fifteen  acres.  I  would  be 
the  last  person  to  blame  the  poor 
people  who  hold  these  farms,  but  by  per- 
sistent bad  husbandry  they  have  deterio- 
rated the  land,  and  it  was  consequently 
most  unjust  that  at  least  25  per  cent, 
should  have  been  carved  out  of  the  fee 
simpb  of  the  land,  as  shown  by  the 
reduction  of  its  selling  value,  and  *given 
to  the  sitting  tenant  on  the  ^und  that 
he  and  his  predecessors  in  title  had  im- 
proved it.  This  is  a  distinct  grievance 
quite  apart  from  reduction  of  rent  or 
agricultural  depression.  The  adminis- 
tration of  the  Act  has  also  not  fulfilled 
the  anticipations  of  its  framers.  The 
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report  of  the  Fry  Commission  bears 
witness  to  this.  When  we  find  that  it 
states  that  there  is  no  common  under- 
standing of  the  law  or  uniformity  of 
practice.,  that  the  most  general  instruc- 
tions are  issued  to  the  sub-commissioners, 
that  no  definition  is  ^ven  them  of  the 
fair  rent  they  are  culed  upon  to  fix, 
when  we  find  about  the  best  thing  said 
about  the  administration  is  that  the 
Commissioners  are  unable  to  conclude 
that  the  machinery  has  been  uniformly 
worked  with  injustice  to  the  landlord,  it 
is  impossible  not  to  see  that  the  whole  of 
the  administration  of  these  Acts  has  been 
carried  out  in  such  a  haphazard  and  un- 
certain way  that  if  any  righteous  decision 
has  been  arrived  at  it  has  been  more  by 
good  luck  than  good  man^ment.  Since 
uie  Eeport  of  the  Fry  U)mmiBsion  has 
been  issued,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished members  of  that  Commission, 
Mr.  Robert  Vigors,  has  made  a  speech  on 
the  subject,  in  which  he  says  : 

"  Hb  own  experience  was  that  many  of  the 
men  sent  to  report  on  the  farms  and  to  fix  the 
rente  did  not  know  as  much  about  the  value 
of  land  in  Ireland  as  he  himself  did  as  a  mere 
visitor.  They  had  no  experience  or  proper 
training ;  the  work  was  done  without  any 
head  to  direct  their  proceedings,  and  they  con- 
sequently got  into  many  difficulties.  His  own 
impression,  after  talking  with  the  people  in 
some  of  the  dbtricte,  was  that  those  men 
going  to  report  on  some  of  the  more  lonely 
parts  of  Ireland  felt  that  they  must  reduce 
the  rent  or  they  would  hardly  dare  to  revisit 
the  district,  in  any  case,  an  old  landowner 
who  had  never  altered  his  rent,  but  had  kept 
it  at  the  lowest  minimum,  was  treated  in  the 
same  off-hand  way  as  was  the  speculating 
liuidowner  who  had  doubled  or  trehled  his 
rants." 

Again,  Mr.  Vigers,  comparing  the  way  in 
which  the  business  is  done  now  with  the 
manner  in  which  Sir  Richard  Griffith  did 
it,  says  that  Sir  Richard  Griffith  in- 
structed the  men  under  him  in  a  way  that 
to  his  mjnd  was  extremely  practical  and 
clever.    Mr.  Vigers  says : — 

"  Every  man  employed  had  complete  direc- 
tions as  to  how  he  was  to  proceed  with  his 
work.  Sir  Richard  Griffith  was  the  one  head, 
and  every  man  who  made  a  valuation  could  go 
to  him,  and  witii  a  sehednle  of  his  particnlfus 
and  Talnatonis  «onld  have  any  corretions  made 
or  dlrecU<Hu  ^ven  that  were  necessary.  That 
was  very  different  from  the  way  in  which  the 
business  was  done  in  connection  with  the 

ftresent  Land  Act.  The  valuers  now  knew 
ittle  or  nothing  of  what  they  were  to  do  as  a 
general  body,  out  simply  nwde  their  own  notes 
and  Uieir  own  valuations  and  handed  than  in, 
and,  if  necessary,  supported  them  in  eonrt; 

Lord  Cl&nhrock. 


but  there  was  no  one  to  g^ve  them  any  diree- 
tlon,  whether  in  fizinc  the  rent  thqr  were  to 
deal  with,  the  buildings,  or  what  dednctions 
thMT  were  to  make,  or  whether  they  were  to 
make  any  deductions  at  all  from  what  they 
thought  was  tbe  value  of  the  tenant  ri^ht 
interest.  Some  of  them  did  make  a  deduction 
for  the  tenant  right  interest,  but  others  who 
had  valued  the  same  faxm  had  not  made  any 
deduction  on  that  focount,  but  tiiey  came  to 
the  same  conclusion  that  there  should  he  a 
deduction  of  24  per  cent.,  25  per  cent,  or  28 
per  cent.,  off  the  rent.  The  more  one  looked 
mto  the  matter,  the  more  evident  it  was  how 
very  loosely  the  whole  thing  was  managed." 

That  is  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  most 
competent  men  in  the  United  Kingdom 
to  express  an  opihion  upon  this  subject. 
Some  improvements,  have,  as  stated  by 
my  noble  and  learned  friend,  been  lately 
introduced,  but  they  are  but  few  in 
number  compared  with  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Fry  Commission.  The 
uncertainty  as  to  what  constitutes  a 
fair  rent  still  continues.  I  should  like 
to  read  to  your  Lordships  a  short  state- 
ment by  Mr.  Commissioner  Bailey,  one 
of  the  legal  Commissioners  in  the  North 
of  Ireland.    Mr.  Bailey  said : 

*'  What  I  did  state,  however,  and  what  I 
wish  to  reiterate,  is  that,  as  a  rule,  we  do  not, 
merely  on  our  own  valuation  of  the  land, 
raise  a  rent  where  the  landlord  has  not  so 
applied;  and  we  would  not  reduce  a  rent 
where  the  tenant  had  not  madean  application, 
and  did  not  complain  of  his  rent  nutu  he  was 
brought  into  comt  by  the  landlord." 

Therefore,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Bailey,  although  he  isinstrocted 
to  fix  a  fair  rent,  thinks  it  right,  when  the 
rent  is  too  low,  to  allow  it  to  remain  so 
and  call  it  a  fair  rent,  simply  because 
the  landowner  has  not  applied  to  have  it 
increased ;  and  in  the  same  way,  when 
the  rent  is  too  high,  to  refuse  to  alter  it 
because  the  tenant  has  not  applied  to  have 
it  reduced.  One  noble  Lord  compared 
the  working  of  the  Land  Commissioa  to 
a  ship  sent  to  sea  without  a  compass  and 
under  very  unfavourable  circumstances. 
I  would  rather  compare  it  to  a  terrible 
engine  of  destruction  paring  away  uid 
destrojTng  the  property  of  a  portion  of 
Her  ftlajesty's  subjects.  They  appeal  to 
Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  for  protection. 
The  Government  say,  '*  The  machine  is  not 
of  our  creation,  it  was  wound  up  and  set 
going  long  before  our  time,  we  can  only 
try  and  make  it  grind  a  little  more  evenly. 
We  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the 
injury  which  it  inflicts."  My  Lords,  the 
same  continuity  in  legislation  which  pre- 
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vents  a  Oovernment  from  rescinding  the 
Acts  iA  their  predecessors,  should  render 
them  responsible  for  the  effects  of  such 
legislation.    If  they  were  dealing  with  a 
forei^  Grovernment  I  do  not  tmnk  they 
would  accept  for  a  moment  a  plea  that 
what  they  complained  of  was  the  work 
of    a   previous    administration.  They 
would  hold  the  Government  in  power  re- 
sponsible, and  the  country  responsible. 
We  are  ready  to  admit  that  the  legisla- 
tion of  which  we  complain  was  approved 
of  by  this  country  when  it  was  passed, 
but,   now   that  the  injury   that  has 
l»een  inflicted  is  proved,  we  hold  the 
United  Kingdom  responsible  and  look 
to    the   Government  for   redress.  We 
were  told,  not  long  ago,  by  the  noble 
Marquess,    the    Prime    Minister,  that 
we  ought  to  make  our  grievances  known. 
It  is  with  the  object  of  making  our  case 
thoroughly  known  that  I  appeal  to  the 
tTOvemment  to  accept  the  resolution  of 
my  noble  friend.    There  are,  no  doubt, 
a  certain  class  of  people  in  England,  as 
probably  in  every  other  country,  who  are 
prepared  to  pronounce  a  dogmatic  opinion 
on  ev^ry  question  under  heaven,  but  the 
generality  of  Englishmen  know  nothing 
of  the  subject  we  have  been  discussing. 
They  know  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  fully  acquainted  with  it,  and, 
when  they  find  that  we  can  get  nothing 
more  than  a  few  civil  words  of  sym- 
pathy, they  naturally  compare  us  to  the 
most  intolerable  nuisance  which  can  afflict 
any  class  of  society — namely,  the  man 
with    an    imaginary   and  ill-founded 
grievance.  But,  if  they  saw  that  our  case 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, they  would  look  into  it  in  order  to 
see  if  our  complaints  were  well  founded. 
That  is  what  wo  want.    We  want  the 
people  of  England  to  criticise  and  look 
into  our  case,  feeling  confident  that  if 
they  really  understood  it  they  would 
recognise  that  we  had  a  real  grievance 
which  should  be  remedied.    We  ha^'C  but 
little  power  to  appeal  to  the  people  ] 
of  ^^and,  and  we  have  no  political  in- 1 
fluence  in  our  own  country.    From  what 
has  happened  lately  it  has  been  shown  that 
we  are  not  allowwl  any  control  over  local 
affairs.    It  has  been  often   thrown  in 
our  teeth  that  wo  have  never  been  able 
to  attract  the  people  to  us  ;  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that,  if  we  are  in  this 
isolated  position,  it  is  because  we  have  been 
too  faithful  to  the  English  connection, 
because  we  have  desired  that  the  country 


we  lore  so  well  should  not  sink  into  a 
mere  Dependency,  but  should  remain 
closely  united  to  the  governing  centre  of 
that  great  Empire  which  our  countrymen 
have  done  so  much  to  extend  and  to  con- 
solidate.   The  fact  that  we  have  clung  so 
closely  to  English  associations  ought  not 
to  be  thrown  in  our  teeth  as  a  reproach 
by  any  class  of  Englishmen,  even  by  those 
I  who  difi'er  with  us  as  to  the  exact  nature 
I  of  the  link  which  should  unite  the  two 
j  countries.   We  -  do  not  claim  any  favour 
I  on  the  ground  of  our  attachment  to 
I  England ;  all  we  claim  is  justice,  which 
)  we  nope  we  shall  eventually  receive.  I 
I  would  appeal  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
I  ment  to  accept  the  motion  of  my  noble 
I  friend  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
I  justice  of  our  case. 

!     The  Earl  of  MAYO  :  My  Lords,  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  the  I^rd  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland,  said  the  noble  Lord  who 
moved  this  motion  had  come  to  no 
practical  conclusions.    The  practical  con- 
clusion that  noble  Lords  from  Ireland 
have  come  to  is  that  they  will  get  nothing 
at  the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment.   Only  this  session  the  Tithe  Rent- 
charge  Bill  has  been  thrown  over,  not- 
withstanding all  the  promises  of  the 
Government,  and  the  arrangements  made 
that  the  Irish  Peers  should  not  move  an 
Amendment  to  the  Address,  because  that 
Bill  was  to  be  introduced  this  session. 
In  reply  to  the  noble  Lord,  I  will  men- 
tion a  way  in  which  relief  or  compensa- 
tion could  be  granted  to  landlords  with- 
out in  any  way  touching  the  tenanL  If 
the  tithe  rent-charge  was  immediately 
abolished,  it  would  only  be  a  slight  instal- 
ment of  the  compensation  due  for  injustice 
inflicted  by  the  Land  Acts.    Board  of 
Works  loans  have    been    granted  to 
landlords.      Outstanding    portions  of 
these  loans  should  be  ascertained,  and 
made  payable  by  instalments  identical 
with  those  required  from  tenants  for 
loans  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts. 
When  such  concessions  are  freely  con- 
ceded to  the  tenants,  we  submit  we  hare 
a  good  right  to  ask  that  State  loans  ad- 
vanced  to  us  on  the  security  of  our  estates 
should  be  adjusted  on  simUar  terms.  The 
case  is  strong  in  respect  of  Board  of 
Works  loans,  because  a  large  proportion 
of  these  advances  was  made  for  the  im- 
provement of  tenants'  holdings,  and  rents 
nave  been  reduced  without  fair  credit 
being  given  to  the  landlord  in  respect  of 
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tlie  expenditnre  under  these  loans.  State 
loans  on  the  same  terms  as  to  repayment 
as  loans  under  the  I>and  Purchase  Acts 
could  be  granted  to  landlords  to  enable 
them  to  purchase  and  redeem  Crown 
rents,  quit  rents,  and  Church  perpetuities. 
All  these  the  State  exact  as  if  rents  had 
not  been  reduced  and  Land  Acts  did  not 
ffldst.  I  could  bring  many  more  matters, 
if  time  permitted,  before  your  Lordships 
— notably  the  Land  Furcliase  Acts,  which 
were  framed  as  if  the  interest  of  the 
tenant  was  the  only  thing  to  be  seriously 
considered  or  consulted.  Everything  is 
done  to  help  the  tenant  to  buy  ;  nothing 
is  done  to  help  the  landlord  to  aelT. 
He  often  cannot  face  the  loss  of 
income  and  heavy  costs  entailed  upon 
him,  and  therefore  refuses  to  sell.  We 
will  admit  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Land 
Commission  to  make  no  advances  of  State 
ftmds  beyond  the  amount  for  which,  in 
their  judgment,  a  holding  affords  good 
security ;  but^  to  quote  the  Report  of  the 
Fry 'Commission : 

"  The  practice  of  the  Department  has  been 
orer-strictin  the  matter  of  security,  and  i^)pli- 
cations  have  been  thereby  diBcouragnd." 

Such  a  course  impedes  land  purchase 
transactions,  and  in  many  cases  contem- 
piated  sales  are  abandoned.  The  Fry 
Commission  has  recommended  reforms  in 
procedure  with  regard  to  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts,  and  we  ask  that  their  recom- 
mendations may  be  carried  out. 

*The  Mahquess  of  LANSDOAVNE  : 

My  Lords,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  use- 
fully add  to  what  has  already  been  said 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  the  Lord 
Oiancellor  of  Ireland  ;  but  it  might 
appear  disrespectful  to  the  noble  Lords 
who  have  spolcen  since  he  addressed  your 
Lordships  if  someone  sitting  on  this 
Bfench  were  not  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  the  subject  before  the  House.  I 
think  my  noblo  and  learned  friend  gave 
good  advice  to  the  Irish  landlords  when 
he  recommended  them  to  treat  this  ques- 
tion as  practical  men,  and  to  concentrate 
their  attention  upon  measures  which 
might  fairly  be  described  as  practical 
measures.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  we 
much  advance  matters  by  researches  into 
the  working  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  mind 
when  the  Land  Acts  were  in  the  process 
of  incubation,  or  into  the  manner  in 
which  that  wedge,  the  thin  end  of  which 
the  noble  Lord  discovered  in  the  Irish 

The  Earl  of  Mayo. 


Church  Act  of  1869,  was  ultimately 

driven  home  with  such  disastrous  results. 
The  question  seems  to  me  to  be  this — 
What  can  we,  as  practical  men,  do  at  the 
present  time  to  mitigate  the  admitted 
hardships  from  which  the  landlords  of 
Ireland  have  been  made  to  suffer  under 
the  various  Acts  of  Parliament  to  which 
attention  has  been  drawn  this  evening  I 
One  noble  Lord  has  told  us  very  franSy 
that  he  did  not  care  very  much  about 
sympathy  unless  it  was  accompanied  by 
money — indicating,  presumably,  that  we 
should  have  a  raid  upon  the  British  Ex- 
chequer— and  that  a  sufficient  grant  should 
be  obtained  from  that  source  to  make  good 
to  the  Irish  landlords  the  losses  they  have 
sustained.  I  am  afraid  that  proposal  does 
not  come  within  the  category  of  those 
practical  measures  upon  which,  in  my 
opinion,  Irish  landlords  ought  to  concen- 
trate their  attention.  In  the  first  place, 
I  think  it  would  be  an  entirely  new 
departure  in  the  politics  of  this  country  if 
we  were,  eighteen  years  after  the  passing 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  to  compensate  from 
the  public  funds  the  persons  who,  owing 
to  the  mistaken  estimates  of  the  framers 
of  that  Act,  have  proved  losers  by  its 
operation.  I  doubt  if  thepe  is  any  prece- 
dent in  the  history  of  this  country  for  any 
action  of  the  kind.  But,  apart  from  that^ 
I  am  unable  to  imagine  upon  what  basis 
a  measure  of  compensation  of  that  kind 
could  be  framed ;  because,  after  all,  it  is 

Juite  obvious  that  if  rents  have  fallen  in 
reland  it  is  due  to  two  causes — partly  to 
the  action  of  the  Land  Courts,  and 
partly  to  the  natural  fall  in  values 
which  has  occurred  all  over  the  United 
Kingdom  ;  and  I  fail  altogether  to 
see  how  it  is  possible  to  disentangle 
those  two  factors,  and  to  say  that 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  diminution  of 
the  rent  roll  of  the  landowners  in  Ireland 
is  chargeable  to  the  Act  of  1881.  Noble 
Lords  from  Ireland  are,  I  think,  wiser 
when  they  take  the  line  which  they  have 
laid  down  in  a  very  clearly-drawn  Memor- 
andum, submitted  to  the  Qovemment  by 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Irish 
Landowners'  Convention.  In  that  Memo- 
randum they  make  certain  specific  sug- 
gestions, and  they  explain  that  those 
suggestions  are  so  framed  that  they  would 
not  deprive  Irish  tenants  of  any  of  the 
benefits  conferred  on  them  by  the  Land 
Acts — that  was  a  point  upon  which  Lord 
Londonderry  laid  much  stress — and  in  the 
next  place  they  would  not  involve  the 
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parent  out  of  the  Exchequer  of  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  money  compensa- 
tion.   Those  seem  to  me  to  be  wise  lines 
upon  which  to  proceed,  and  I  have  read 
with  very  great  interest  the  proposals 
which  foUow  in  the  Memorandum.   I  con- 
fess that  I  think  the  claim  of  the  Irish 
landlords  for  the  sympathy  of  the  House 
is  due,  not  simply  upon  the  reduction  of 
their  rents,  but  to  the  fact  that  the 
results  of  past  legislation  hare  been  to 
deprive  them   of    a  great  many  of 
those    incidents    of    ownership,  the 
pi-esence  of  which  makes   the  owner 
of  an  estate  the  real  proprietor  of  the 
land,  and    the  absence  of   which  con- 
verts him  into  something  like  a  mere  rent- 
charger.    It  is  suggested  that,  for  the  loss 
of  these  incidents  of  ownership,  what  is 
called  compensation  might  be  granted  to 
the  Irish  landlords  in  three  directions — 
first,  by  a  reform  in  the  procedure,  prac- 
tice, and  methods  of  valuation  of  the  land 
courts,  as  recommended  by  the  Fry  Com- 
mission ;  secondly,  by  legislation  for  the 
purpose  of  lightening  the  burden  and 
facilitating  the  reduction  of  land  charges, 
both  private  and  public ;  and,  thirdly,  by 
facilitating  land  purchase.    With  regard 
to  the  first  suggestion,  a  number  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Fry  Commission 
have  already  been  carried  out,  and  the 
whole  report  is  receiving  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Land  Commissioners.    In  dis- 
cussing these  matters  we  sometimes  allow 
ourselves  to  lose  sight  a  little  of  the  fact 
that  the  I^nd  Commission  is^  after  all,  a 
judicial  tribunal  appointed  under  Statute, 
and  that  it  is  not  within  the  province 
of  the  Executive  Government  to  dictate 
to  that  Commission  how  it  should  dis- 
charge its  duties.    We  are  apt,  when 
dealing  with  people  outside  the  limits  of 
this  country,  to  wax  rather  indignant 
when  we  find  the  executive  usurping  the 
functions  of  the  judiciary  and  interfering 
with  the  functions  of  the  Courts ;  and,  to 
be  consistent,  we  should  observe  our- 
selves the  rules  which  we  are  so  fond  of 
inculcating  for  I.he  observance  of  others. 
Then,  my  Lords,  with  regard  to  the  second 
recommendation  of  the  Convention,  refer- 
ence has  been  made  in  the  Debate  to  the 
Irish  Tithe  Rent-charge  Bill ;  and  I  share 
in  the  regrets  which  have  been  expressed 
over  the  abandonment  of  that  measure. 
It  is  said  that  the  present  Government 
are  a  strong  Gk)vemment,  and  that  it  is 
not  at  ^1  to  their  credit  that  they  should 
have  thrown  that  Bill  overboard.  But 


there  is    one  thing  which    even  the 
strongest  Government  cannot  command, 
and  that  is  Parliamentary  time,  and  it  is 
because  Parliamentary  time  is  not  avail- 
able that,  in  addition  to  other  "  inno- 
cents "  this  particular  ewe  lamb  has  at 
the  last  moment  to  be  imraelated.  I 
very  gladly  repeat  and  enforce  what  haB 
been  said  by  my  noble  and  learaed  friend, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  reintroduce 
that  measure  next  session  ;  and  no  pains 
will  be  spared  to  place  it  on  the  Statute 
Book.  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  Govern- 
ment, under  any  circumstances,  could  un- 
undertake  to  give  an  unconditional  pledge 
that  any  measure  would  become  law  dur- 
ing  a  session  from  which  we  are  removed 
by  six  or  seven  months  ;  but  we  have 
said  enough  to  show  that  it  is  our  intention 
to  introduce  the  measure  and  to  spare  no 
pains  to  pass  it   The  third  recommendflr 
tion  was  in  the  direction  of  land  purchase 
in  regard  to  which  there  is  absolute  ima- 
nimity  amongst  all  persons  who  have 
studied  the  Irish  land  question.  I  rejoice 
to  know   that    land   purchase,  which 
seemed  at  one  time  to  be  flagging  a 
little,    is  now  proceeding   with  great 
vigour    and    rapidity ;     for    it  is 
in    that    direction,    more    than  any 
other,  to  which  I  look  for  a  solution  of 
the  great  difficulties  that  surround  the 
Irish  land  question.    It  was  suggested  by 
the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last  that  we 
should  show  our  goodwill  by  accepting  the 
motion  as  it  stands  on  the  Paper.  Tha^ 
is  an  invitation  which  I  am  afraid  we 
cannot  accept,  for  the  motion  carries  us 
a  little  too  far ;  but  thw  we  may  say,  that, 
with  regard  to  tbe  past,  noble  Lords  from 
Ireland,  who  have  brought  this  question 
more  than  once  before  the  House,  have 
achieved  a  good  deal  by  the  success  with 
which  they  have  directed  attention  to 
blots  in  the  administration  of  the  land 
laws ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  future, 
we   have  every  hope   that    the  one 
particular  measure  upon  which  noble 
Loi-ds  from  Ireland  have  very  naturally 
set  their  hearts  will  be  more  fortunate 
next  year,  and  will  find  its  place  on  the 
Statute  Book. 
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*L0RD  INCHIQUIN  :  My  Lords,  I ;  them  by  (and  legislation  for  the  purposes 
might  almost  make  another  speech  in  i  of  compensation,  let  them  appoint  a  Koyal 
answer  to  what  has  been  said  on  behalf  Commission  to  do  it.  For  the  (Sovem- 
of  the  Government,  but  I  do  not  propose  ment  to  say  that  they  sympathise  with 
to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  I  merely  the  Irish  landlords  is  not  sufficient.  I^et 
propose  to  inform  your  Lordships  that  my  them  give  some  practical  proof  of  their 
motion  was  specially  worded  with  the  sympathy.  Two  years  ago,  when  I  moved 
hope  that  it  would  be  accepted  by  Her  '  a  similar  motion,  I  withdrew  it  at  the  in- 
Maj'esty's  Government  as  a  motion  which  |  stigation  of  the  Government,  because  I 
was  not  hostile.  It  is  impossible  for  me  1  was  assured  and  believed  that  the  Go- 
to do  what  the  Government  wish —  vemment  seriously  intended  to  consider 
Damely,  to  withdraw  this  motion,  as  the  j  the  question  of  compensation  for  the 
adoption  on  my  part  of  such  a  course  Irish  landlords.  On  the  present  occasion 
would  be  to  stultify  my  position  alto-  I  feel  compelled  to  go  to  a  Division, 
gether.  If  the  Government  cannot,  as 
the  noble  Marquess  has  said,  disentangle 

the  hurt  done  to  the  Irish  landlords  by  On  question,  their  I^ordships  divided  : 
economic   causes  from  'the  harm  done  — Contents,  39 ;  Not-Contents,  34. 
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SMALL  HOUSES  (ACQUISITION  OF 
OWNEllSHIP)  BILL. 

To  be  read  2«  on  Friday  next. — {The 

Earl  of  SeU)ome.) 


COMPANIES  BILL.  [H.L.] 
House  to  be  in  Committee  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

House  adjourned  at  t«n  minutes  before 
Eight  of  the  clock,  to  Thutfiday 
next,  half -past  Tra  of  theicloek. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  TRADE, 

Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and 
Fishing),  Shipping  and  ^lanufactures, 
have  leave  to  sit  To-morrow  during  the 
sitting  of  the  House. — (Lard  ESmmd 
Fitzmmmce.) 

SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (EXEMPTION 
OF  GOVEKNMENT  BUSINESS).  (Divi- 
sion List,  No.  272.) 

Mr.  Anstruther  and  Captain  Norton, 
the  Tellers  for  the  Aye  Lobby,  in  the 
DivisicHi  of  yesterday  on  the  Main  Ques- 
tion, came  to  the  Table  and  stated  that 
tiiey  had  erroneously  reported  the  number 
c&  the  Ayes  as  226  instead  of  286,  which 
was  the  proper  number. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  do  correct  the 
said  error  in  the  Journal  by  stating  the 
number  of  the  Ayes  in  that  Division  as 
286,  instead  of  236. 


PORTSMOUTH  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Loids]. 


PJRirATE  BILL  BUSmESS. 


LINCOLN   AND    EAST   COAST  RAIL- 
WAY AND  DOCK  BILL. 

LOWESTOFT    PROMENADE  {PIER 
BILL. 

Lords  amendment  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

BROOKE'S  PARK  (LONDONDERRY) 
BILL.  [Lords]. 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed  with- 
out Amendment. 

SOUTH  HANTS  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
(Qneen's  Congent  signified.) 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

BUENOS  AYRES  AND  PACIFIC  RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Not  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  tlurd  time. 

LEA  BRIDGE  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 


ROCHDALE  CANAL  BILL  [Lords]. 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE  GRAND  PIEE 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  2) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(NO.  3)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

NORTH  EASTERN  AND  HULL  AND 
BARNSLEY  (JOINT  DOCK)  BILL 
[Lords]. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL  [Lords], 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  M). 
Mr.  Laurence  Hardy  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Group  Ax  of  Private 
Bills ;  that,  for  the  convenience  of  parties, 
the  Committee  had  adjourned  until 
Thursday  next,  at  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS, 


INEBRIATES'  ACT,  1898. 
Petition  from  Liverpool,  for  alteratiim 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Old  Cumnock,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLANdI 
ACT,  1846. 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law,  from 
Kippen,and  MonktonandPrestwick;  tolie 
upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE   LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Pittenweem,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  BILL. 

Petition  from  London  and  other  places^ 
for  iteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Liverpool,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Tabl& 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUOBS  TO 
CHILDREN. 

Petition  from  Colne,  for  alteration  of 
Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  against,  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


ARMY  COMMISSIONS. 

Return  [presented  17th  July]  to  be 
printed.   [Ko.  281.] 

TOADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports,  Annual  Series,  No.  2319 
[by  Gonunand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 

NELSON  MONUMENT  ON  PORTSDOWN 
HILL. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  the  Nelson  Memorial 
on  Fortsdown  Hill,  which  was  erected  by 
the  crew  of  the  "Victory,"  is  being 
removed,  and,  if  so,  why  this  is  being 
done  ;  why  expensive  scaJTolding  was 
erected  round  the  Memorial  last  autumn, 
and,  after  standing  through  the  winter, 
was  taken  down  without  further  work 
being  done,  and  again  erected ;  and ' 
whether  several  hundred  pounds  were 
wasted  in  this  way. 

The  civil  LORD  or  the  ADMI" 
-RALTY  (Mr.  Austen  Chahberlain> 
Worcestershire,  E.) :  This  monument, 
standing  on  War  Office  land,  was  formerly 
in  charge  of  that  Office.  It  was  reported, 
on  examination  last  autumn,  that  the 
monument  was  in  such  bad  repair  as  prac- 
tically to  require  rebuilding.  At  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Treasury  the  monument 
and  the  land  on  which  it  stands  has  now 
been  transferred  to  the  Admiralty,  who 
have  accepted  the  trust  and  will  hence- 
forth repair  and  maintain  this  nationiU 
memorial   The  scaffiolding  referred  to  as 


hav  ing  been  taken  down  was  erected  by 
War  Office  contractors  in  order  that  the 
condition  of  the  work  might  be  properly 
examined.  The  estimate  given  by  this 
firm  for  the  necessary  repairs  was  declined 
by  the  Admiralty,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  eiojessive,  and  the  work  is  now  being 
carried  out  by  another  firm  at  ronsider- 
ably  less  than  half  the  cost.  The  change 
has  therefore  resulted  in  a  large  saving, 
and  not,  as  suggested  in  the  question, 
in  the  waste  of  several  hundred  pounds. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  :  Is  the  monu- 
ment to  be  restored  and  not  moved  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  It 
is  being  restored,  and  will  henceforth  be 
maintained  in  proper  condition  by  the 
Admiralty. 

ENFIELD  FACTORY  ACCIDENT. 
Captain  BOWLES  (Middlesex,  En- 
field) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretaiy 
to  the  War  Office  if,  at  the  Royal  Small 
Arms  Factory,  when  Henry  Homer  in- 
jured an  artery,  there  was  no  ambulance 
available,  the  poor  man  had  to  walk  home^ 
and  on  his  arrival  he  fell  exhausted. 

*Thb  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wtndham, 
Dover) :  This  man  was  conveyed  to  the 
surgery  in  a  bath  chair.  On  leaving  the 
surgery  after  treatment  he  declined  the 
use  of  the  chair,  and  expressed  a  wish  to 
walk  home.  The  doctor  at  the  time  saw 
no  objection  to  his  doing  so. 

GOVERNMENT    WORKMEN  AND 
VOLUNTEER  TRAININGS. 

Captain  BOWLES:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he 
can  see  his  way  to  give  Volunteers  serving 
in  the  factories  under  the  War  Office  some 
pay  during  their  attendance  at  their 
week's  training,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  Post  Office  and  many  private  firms  da 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  As  I  informed  the 
House  on  the  I3th  instant,  this  question 
has  been  considered,  and  it  has  been  found 

impossible  to  permit  absence  without  for- 
feiture of  pay  or  equivalent  overtime  ; 
but,  with  these  reservations,  every  effort  is 
made  to  facilitate  attendance  at  drills  and 
camps. 

SPIRIT  TRAFFIC  IN  NIGERIA. 
Mr.  J.  H.  ROBERTS  (Denbighshire, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secrvteiy  of  State 
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for  the  Colonies  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  reporte  in  the  press 
of  the  evil  effects  of  the  sale  of  spints  in 
LagOB  and  the  diatrict  known  as  Southern 
Nigeria ;  whether  he  has  any  information 
as  to  the  number  of  gallons  imported  into 
these  districts  during  the  last  financial 
year  of  the  Royal  Niger  Company  ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  proposed  assump- 
tion by  the  Government  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  these  territories,  he  will  imme- 
diately consider  what  steps  can  be  taken 
to  check  the  present  importation  of  spirits 
to  the  regions  referred  to^  and  to  secure 
their  continued  exclusion  from  Northern 
Nigeria. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  hon.  Member 
appears  to  be  in  some  confusion  as  to 
these  countries.  Lagos  is  a  colony — 
there  is  at  present  no  district  known  as 
Southern  Nigeria — probably  he  intends 
to  refer  to  the  Niger  Coast  Protectorate, 
which  is  under  the  administration  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government — the  territories  of 
the  Royal  Niger  Company,  which  will 
shortly  come  under  the  administration  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  are  distinct 
from  the  Protectorate.  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  reports  referred  to. 
The  number  of  gallons  of  spirits  imported 
in  1898  wasas follows  :  Lagos,  1,366,794  ; 
Niger  Coast  Protectorate,  1,164,108; 
Niger  Company's  Territories,  1 78,068. 
Steps  have  recently  been  taken  to  check 
the  importation  of  spirits  into  these 
regions  by  raiung  the  dut^  to  38.  per 
proof  gallon,  and  the  exclusion  of  spirits 
from  Northern  Nigeria  will  be  main- 
tained. 

NONCONFORMIST   MINISTERS  AS 
GUARDIANS. 

Mr.  GODDARD  (Ipswich) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  case  of  the  two  Nonconfor- 
mist ministers  who  have  resigned  their 
seats  on  the  Ipswich  Board  of  Guardians, 
the  clerk  having  advised  the  Board  that 
Nonconformist  ministers  who  receive  fees 
for  the  burial  of  paupers  in  parochial  ceme- 
teries are  thereoy  disqualified  to  act  as 
guardians ;  whether  the  law  has  such 
effect ;  and  whether  in  that  case  the 
clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  are  sub- 
ject to  the  same  disability ;  and  if  there 
IS  inequality  between  the  clergy  of  the 
Established  Church  and  Nonconformist 


I  ministers  'whether  he  will  propose  an 
alteration  of  the  law  to  put  an  end  tO' 
such  injustice. 

*The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Bioard  have  no  authority  to 
decide  this  question.  If,  however, 
as  I  understand,  no  bargain  or 
contract  is  entered  into  between  the 
guardians  and  the  minister,  but  the 
arrangement  for  the  performance  of  the 
funeral  is  made  by  the  undertaker,  I  am 
advised  that  the  minister  would  not 
become  disqualified  to  act  as  guardian  by 
reason  of  his  receiving  a  pa5Tnent  for  his. 
services,  although  the  payment  might  be 
ultimately  borne  by  the  guardians.  I  am 
also  advised  that  the  receipt  of  a  fee  pay- 
able by  custom  or  under  statutory  autho- 
rity to  a  clergjrman  in  connection  with  a 
pauper  funer^  would  not  disqualify  him 
from  acting  as  guardian. 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notts.,. 
Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  if  he  will  state 
the  amount  of  rates  from  which,  under 
the  Tithe  Rent-charge  (Rates)  Bill,  the 
clergy  of  the  County  of  Surrey  will  be 
relieved,  and  also  the  sum  which  will  be 
payable  on  account  thereof  out  of  the 
Local  Taxation  Account. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTXJRE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  The  cost  of  the  re- 
lief given  to  the  clerical  owners  of  tithe 
rent-charge  in  the  County  of  Surrey  ia 
estimated  to  amount  to  between  £1,700 
and  £1,800,  and  the  share  of  the  adminis- 
trative county  in  a  sum  of  £87,000  dis- 
tributed in  the  proportion  of  what  are 
known  as  the  "discontinued  grants,"  is 
approximately  the  same  amount. 

VENTILATION  OF  THE  DIVISION 
LOBBIES. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythc): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether,  in  consequence  of  the 
trying  nature  of  the  atmosphere  ordinarily 
prevailing  in  the  Division  Lobbies,  he 
would  be  disposed  to  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  arranging  for  the  opening  of 
three  windows,  many  of  which  are  fixed, 
in  each  lobby,  instead  of  the  one  window 
now  available,  or  of  otherwise  introducing, 
some  much  needed  ventilation  there. 
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The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  Every  consideration 
■shall  be  given  to  the  suggestion  of  my 
hon.  friena. 

TEACHERS'  SUPERANNUATION  ACT. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  under  the  Teachers' 
Superannuation  Act,  present  teachers  are 
placed  on  an  unfavourable  footing  with 
teachers  appointed  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act ;  whether  he  contemplates  taking 
-any  steps  to  remedy  this  grievance ;  and 
whetiier  there  is  any  objection  on  the  part 
of  the  Education  Departtnent  to  school 
boards  supplementing  the  amount  pro- 
vided for  teachers  on  retirement. 

*Thk  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  have 
to  point  out  that  present  teachers  have 
the  option  of  coming  under  the  Super- 
■annuation  Act  or  not.  It  is  lane  uiat 
they  will  not  share  in  the  benefit  of  the 
Annuity  Fund  further  than  their  own 
-contributions  to  that  fund  extend,  but  the 
superannuation  allowance  paid  to  them 
by  the  Treasury  is  on  a  higher  scale  than 
that  for  teachers  appointed  after  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act.  I  cannot  undertake,  on 
the  part  of  the  Department,  to  introduce 
an  amending  Act.  With  regard  to  the 
last  part  of  the  question,  I  can  only  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  Section  12,  Sub- 
-section  6  of  the  Act.  The  Dep^ment 
has  no  power  to  waive  the  provisions  of 
the  Act. 

CASE  OF  MARY  ANSELL. 
Mr.  DALZIEL:  I  bee  to  ask  the 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention  has  been 
■called  to  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Charles 
Cusworth,  of  Warwick  House,  Capel 
Road,  New  Bushey,  who  was  the  foreman 
■of  the  jury  in  the  case  of  Mary  Ansell, 
in  which  he  states  that  had  the  evidence 
which  has  since  been  published  been  put 
before  the  jury  in  regard  to  the  prisoner's 
insanity,  his  opinion  is  that  they  would 
have  been  unanimous  in  rocommending  a 
commutation  of  the  death  sentence ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances 
■  of  the  case,  he  can  see  his  way  to  the 
postponement  of  the  date  of  execution 
pending  an  independent  inquiry  into  the 
prisoner's  sanity. 

*The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  tor 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M, 


White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  state- 
ment whidi  has  appeu^  in  the  news- 
papers. I  am  satined,  as  the  result  of 
very  full  inquiry  and  after  consultation 
with  the  judge,  that  if  the  question  of 
insanity  had  been  raised  at  the  trial  there 
is  no  evidence  to  that  effect  which  could 
properly  have  affected  the  vei-dict  of  the 
jury.  I  fear  the  answer  to  the  last  para- 
graph must  be  in  the  negative.  It  is  my 
duty  to  protest  against  the  insinuation 
which  appears  to  be  conveyed  by  the 
word  "independent"  in  the  last  para^ 
graph. 

Mr.  DALZIEL :  As  a  personal  expla- 
nation, I  wish  to  be  allowed  to  explain 
that  the  word  "  independent "  means 
officers  not  retained  by  the  Home  Office. 
There  is  another  question  which  I  wish 
to  ask  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  It 
is,  whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  fact  that  the  prison  chaplain  has 
expressed  his  difficulty  in  deciding  and 
has  in  fact  insinuated  that  in  his  opinion 
the  girl  does  not  understand  the  gravity 
of  her  crime. 

Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY:  Every 
single  point  which  has  been  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  Member  has  been  fully  within 
my  knowledge  during  the  last  week,  and 
I  have  given  each  of  them  my  best  con- 
sideration. 

UNCONVICTED  PRISONERS. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  the 
length  of  time  during  which  persons 
awaiting  trial  are  kept  in  prison  has  been 
brought  to  his  notice ;  and  wbethefi 
seeing  that  accused  persons  in  the  pro- 
vinces are  sometimes  awaiting  trial  for 
months,  he  will  take  steps  to  shorten  the 
period  of  their  detmtion. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  This  ques- 
tion has  been  frequently  under  considera- 
tion. I  fear  that  in  some  cases  a  long 
detention  before  trial  is  inevitable,  but  1 
am  not  in  a  position  at  present  to  pro- 
mise any  definite  remedy.  The  matter 
ie,  however,  one  which  will  not  be  lost 
sight  of,  and  I  may  perhaps  in  this  con- 
nection draw  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member's  attention  to  the  Bail  Act,  1898, 
which  gives  greater  powers  to  magistrates 
to  allow  persons  to  be  at  large  pending 
trial. 
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HANDCUFFING  PRISONERS  IN 
PUBLIC. 

Captain  NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  the  practice  of  handcuffing 
together  on  a  chain  remand  prisoners, 
male  and  female,  and  taking  them  into 
railway  stations  on  their  way  to  trial  has 
been  brought  to  his  notice  ;  and  whether 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
avoiding  as  far  as  possible  the  subjecting 
of  unconvicted  prisoners  to  public 
disgrace. 

*SlR  M.  "WHITE  RIDLEY  :  From  time 
to  time  I  receive  representations  with  re- 
gard to  this  practice  at  particular  places, 
and  steps  are  taken  to  obviate  the  neces- 
sity so  far  as  practicable  in  view  of  the 
exigencies  of  each  case,  but  the  difficulty 
of  ensuring  the  safe  custody  of  a  number 
of  prisoners  without  having  resort  to 
some  mechanical  means  of  restraint  is 
very  great. 

CONVICTION  OP  TODMORDEN  BOYS. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY 
(Torkshire,  Shipley) :  I  b^  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Hcnne  Depart- 
ment whether  bis  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  sentence  passed  on  the  11th 
instant  by  the  justices  sitting  at  Tod- 
morden  upon  two  youths  of  one  calendar 
month's  imprisonment  with  hard  labour, 
without  the  option  of  a  fine,  upon  a 
conviction  for  stealing  gooseberries  worth 
fonrpence ;  whether  Ms  attention  has 
also  been  called  to  the  statement  of  the 
police  superintendent  concerned  in  the 
case  that  nothing  was  previously  known 
against  the  accused  ^  and  whether,  ha'/ing 
regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
he  will  order  the  immediate  release  of  the 
prisoners. 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  this  case,  into 
which  I  am  making  inquiries. 

SITTINGS  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
Mr.  BROADHURST  ^Leicester):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  will  endeavour  to  so  re- 
arrange the  time  for  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment that  the  House  shall  not  sit  in  the 
months  of  July  and  August. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manches- 
ter, R):  The  question  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  is  not  a  new  one.  It  was 
discussed  in 'the  House  in,  I  think,  1890, 


when  Sir  George  Trevelyan  moved  a 
resolution  in  the  sense  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's question.  It  was  opposed  by  Lord 
Tweedmouth  and  the  Government  of  the 
day,  and  lost  by  a  small  majority.  I 
confess  that  I  do  not  see  how  any  such 
plan  can  be  carried  out,  unless  we  were 
also  to  change  our  financial  year.  The 
financial  year  does  not  begin  until  March 
31st,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  get  through  the  business  of  Supply 
by  the  beginning  of  Jul^.  It  would 
auK)  involve  an  autumn  session.  I  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  these  two  changes 
find  general  acceptance,  and  if  they  do 
not  find  general  acceptance  I  am  afraid 
the  change  suggested  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man can  hardly  be  carried  out 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
what  Navy  Votes  will  be  taken  on  Friday, 
and  in  what  order;  and  whether  it  is 
intended  to  interrupt  the  consideration  of 
Navy  Estimates  at  any  hour  to  take  the 
War  Office  Vote;  and,  if  so,  at  what 
hour. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Vote  A  of  the 
Navy  Estimates  will  be  taken  first  on 
Friday  and  the  sub-departments  of  that 
Vote  will  be  taken  in  the  order  of  No.  3, 
No.  2,  and  No.  1.  I  should  hope  that 
the  Navy  Estimates  will  end  alwut  the 
middle  of  the  sitting,  atid  that  ade- 
quate time,  or  at  all  events  some  impor- 
tant fraction  of  time,  will  be  left  for  the 
discussion  of  the  Army  Estimates. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  There  is  no  in- 
tention, then,  of  interrupting  the  discus- 
sion on  the  Navy  Estimates  f 

Ma  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  discussion 
of  the  Navy  Estimates  will  have  to  be 
interrupted,  unless  it  comes  to  a  natural 
termination. 

Mr,  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  In  regard 
to  to-night's  business,  if  we  get  through 
the  VooA  and  Drugs  Bill  what  other 
Bills  will  be  taken  before  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leominster,  which  has 
been  starred  % 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  possible 
we  may  sit  to  so  late  an  hour  as  to  make 
it  inconvenient  to  take  to-night  the  starred 
motion  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Leominster  in  reference  to  "  the  employ- 
ment of  women  overtime  in  wasning 
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bottles."  I  should  certainly  not  pro- 
pose to  take  any  controversial  measures 
if  we  are  fortunate  enough  to  finish 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Bill  to-night 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  Is  it  not 
the  case  that  the  starred  motion  is  very 
urgent  and  ought  to  be  discussed  at 
onoel 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR ;  I  do  not  think 
the  urgency  is  as  great  as  that. 


MESSAGE   FROM   THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — 

MILLWALL  DOCK  BILL, 
Without  Amendments. 

REDDITCH  GAS  BILL, 
BLACKPOOL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL, 
With  Amendments. 

Amendments  to — 

BRIGHTON    MARINE    PALACE  AND 
PIER  BILL  [Lordft]. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (GAS  AND 
WATER   BILL  [Lords] . 

Without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  amend  section  one  of  the 
Poor  Law  Act,  1889,  section  four  of  The 
Poor  Law  (Apprentices,  &c)  Act,  1851, 
and  section  four  of  The  Pauper  Inmates 
Discharge  and  Regulation  Act,  1871." 
[Pooc  Law  Acts  Amendment  Bill 
[Lords], 

Also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
amend  the  Inclosure  Acts,  1845  to  1882, 
and  the  Law  relating  to  Commons  and 
Open  Spaces."  [Commons  and  Open 
Spaces  BUI  [Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act 
to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Sea  Fish- 
eries."  [Sea  Fisheries  Bill  [Lords]. 


NEW  BILLS. 


LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  (No.  3). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Local  Government 
(Scotland)  Act,  1894,  as  to  the  election 


of  Burghal  Parish  Councillors,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Edmimd  Robertson, 
Sir  Charles  Cameron,  Sir  William  Dunn, 
and  Sir  John  Leng. 

LAND  DEDICATION. 
Bill  to  facilitate  the  Dedication  of  Land 
to  the  public  enjoyment,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Sir  John  Brunner,  Mr. 
Bryce,  Lord  Balcaires,  Mr.Iionel  Ht^land, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

Bill  to  make  further  provision  for 
Education  in  England  and  Wales,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Alfred  Hutton, 
Sir  John  Brunner,  Mr.  Lloyd-Geoi^  and 
Mr.  Broadhurst. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING    ACT  (1882) 
AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Electric  Lighting 
Act,  1882,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Sir  John  Dorington,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Lord 
Edmond  Fitzmaurice,  Sir  William  Houlds- 
worth,  Colonel  Lockwood,  and  Mr. 
Humphreys-Owen. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  (No.  3)  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Local  Government 
^cotland)  Act,  1894,  as  to  the  election  of 
Burghal  Parish  Councillors,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  273.] 

LAND  DEDICATION  BILL. 
"  To  facilitate  the  Dedication  of  Land 
to  the  public  enjoyment,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  274.] 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

"  To  make  further  provision  for  Educa- 
tion in  England  and  Wales,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday,  31st  July,  and 
to  be  printed.   [Bill  275.] 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING   ACT  (1882) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Electric  Lighting  Act, 
1882,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  276.] 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUtiS  BILL. 
As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), further  considered. 

MB.LAMB£RT(I>evon8hire,S.  Molton): 
The  Amendment  I  deaxe  to  move  is  one 
approved  by  the  Select  Committee  which 
sat  so  long  on  this  subject.   We  sat  for 
three  years,  held  thirty-five  sittings,  and 
examined  sixty-eight  witnesses,  and  the 
effect  of  our  Keport  was  that  margarine 
should  not  be  coloured  so  as  to  resemble 
ordinary  butter.     We  have  no  dehire 
whatever  to  restrict  the  sale  of  margarine ; 
we  only  wish  to  put  down  fraud.    We  do 
not  ask  that  it  should  be  coloured  blue, 
pink,  or  green ;  we  only  say  it  should  not 
be  coloured  so  as  to  imitate  butter.  Yes- 
terday it  was  stated  that  margarine  was  a 
valuable  article  of  food  for  the  working 
classes.    I  am  not  prepared  to  dispute 
that.    But  I  noticed  that  the  statement 
came  from  hon.  Members  who  admitted 
that  they  had  never  tasted  it.    Is  it  not 
rather  a  dangerous  argument  to  put  for- 
ward that  an  article  which  they  them- 
selves disdain  to  eat  is  a  valuable  article 
of  food  for  those  who  earn  tfaeir  living  by 
labour  1   It  is  certainly  one  which  would 
not  go  down  with  a  working-class  consti- 
tuency. Why  should  not  the  working 
classes  be  put  in  a  position  to  know  ex- 
actly what  they  are  buying  ?    We  have 
been  told  that  those  who  speak  for  the 
working  classes  have  declared  that  they 
do   not  wish    margarine   to  be  sold 
in  any    other  colour  except  that  of 
butter.     I  dispute  that  entirely.    I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  single  scrap  of 
evidence  of  their  desire  that  margarine  j 
should  be  coloured  so  as  to  imitate  butter,  j 
The  hon.  Members  for  Morpeth  and  Bat- 1 
tersea,  both  working-class  constituencies, 
have  Totedagainst  margarine  being  made  to 
resemble  butter  in  colour.   What  is  t^s 
mixture  ?    It  is  composed  of  beef  and 
mutton  fat  (thirteen  parts),  cotton  seed 
oil  (four  parts),  and  milk  (three  parts).  The 
beef  and  mutton  fat  is  sold  at  2d.  per  lb. 
I  do  not  see  why  the  working  classes 
should  be  anxious  to  eat  this  fat  mixed 
with  cotton  seed  oil,  which  is  an  excellent 
cattle  food.    Tallow  candles  are  made  of 
beef  and  mutton  fat.    Again,  the  mixture 
is  sometimes  made  with  lard,  and  why 
should  people  of  the  Jewish  persuasion 
have  their  feelings  outn^ed  by  having 
forced  on  them  an  article  abhorrent  to 
them,  but  disguised  as  butter.  Further, 
the  small  retailer  of  genuine  butter  in 


towns  is  put  at  a  great  disadvantage  by 
having  to  compete  writh  the  shopkeeper, 
who  unscrupulously  sells  as  butter  marga- 
rine which  only  costs  4d.  or  6d.  per  lb. 
I  am  told  that  my  motion  amounts  to  an 
infringement  of  the  principles  of  Free 
Trade,  and  the  hon.  Memlrar  for  Dundee 
has  deckred  that  the  Bill  is  founded  on 
Protection.  But  I  never  knew  that  Free 
Trade  meant  Free  Fraud,  and  it  is  fraud 
that  I  am  anxious  to  put  down.  This 
Bill  will  necessitate  the  appointment  of  a 
very  large  number  of  inspectors,  whereas 
my  desire  is  to  enable  every  purchaser  to 
be  his  own  inspector.  When  he  pur- 
chases margarine,  let  him  know  that  it  is 
not  butter.  If  it  were  such  a  valuable 
article  of  food,  would  not  the  manufac- 
turers endeavour  to  keep  it  as  distinct  as 
possible  team  genuine  butter,  whereas 
they  imitate  it  as  closely  as  possible 
in  colour,  they  make  it  up  in  pats,  and 
these  pats  bear  the  impress  of  a 
cow.  When  I  pointed  that  out 
to  one  of  the  witnesses  before  the 
Select  Committee,  he  replied  that  both 
the  milk  and  the  fat  come  from  cows. 
Yes,  but  the  milk  comes  from  the  living 
cow  and  the  fat  from  the  dead  cow.  Let 
margarine  be  labelled  as  dead  cow's  fat  if 
^ou  like.  The  fact  is  that  this  mixture  is 
in  reality  made  to  be  sold  as  butter  and 
not  as  maigarine.  I  do  not  believe  that 
my  proposal  would  destroy  the  trade  in 
it,  futhough  it  might  somewhat  reduce 
the  price  of  the  article.  Holland  is  the 
home  of  the  margarine  trade,  for  out  of 
899,000  cwt.  of  margarine  imported  into 
this  country,  843,W)0cwt.  came  from 
Holland.  In  connection  with  these  figures 
it  is  significant  to  notice  that  the  country 
from  which  the  exports  of  butter  have 
most  largely  increased  is  also  Holland.  I 
am  convinced  that  a  large  amount  of  wlut 
purports  to  be  butter,  and  comes  from 
Holland,  is  really  margarine.  I  have  here 
the  prospectus  of  a  margarine  company 
recently  started  in  Holland,  on  the  board 
of  which  it  was  desired  that  English 
Members  of  Parliament  should  serve,  and 
I  say  that  this  is  an  attempt  to  induce 
hon.  Members  to  countenance  what  is 
really  a  fraudulent  trade.  As  to  the 
colouring  of  butter,  that  has  been  much 
exa^erated.  The  secretary  of  the  duzy 
section  of  the  Bath  and  West  of  England 
Show  has  assured  me  that  no  prizes  are 
given  for  butter  artificially  coloured.  In 
any  case,  butter  is  never  coloured  to 
imitate  margarine.    AYe  know  the  opinion 
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of  the  Committee  which  examined  into 
this  very  question —  the  Committee  of 
which  the  Secretary  to  the  Loot!  GoTem- 
ment  Board  was  chairman. 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Rttsseli^  Tyrone,  S.) :  I  dissented. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  Yea,  but  you  were 
beaten  by  eleven  to  five.  I  am  informed 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  National  Agri- 
cultural Union  that  the  members  of  that 
body  are  pledged  to  a  programme  which 
includes  the  prevention  of  the  colouring 
of  margarine  to  imitate  butter,  and  I  am 
sure  that  if  you  allow  this  you  will  do  it 
in  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  ninety- 
nine  out  of  every  hundred  agriculturists. 
There  is  a  great  desire  to  induce  people  to 
return  to  the  land,  but  how  can  you 
expect  them  to  do  so  if  you  will  not  allow 
them  fair  play  when  they  seek  to  sell  the 

Sroduce  of  the  land  on  the  market  T  I 
0  not  want,  I  repeat,  to  infringe  the 
principles  of  Free  Trade,  but  I  contend 
that  it  is  oiu*  duty  to  give  our  farmers 
fair  play,  and  I  therefore  hope  that  even 
at  this  the  eleventh  hour  the  Government 
will  consent  to  accept  the  clause  which  I 
have  placed  on  the  Paper. 

New  clause — ■ 

"  It  shall  be  unlawful  to  manufaotare,  sell, 
expose  for  sale,  or  import  any  margarine  which 
in  coloured  so  as  to  imitate  or  resemble  butter, 
and  every  person  who  manufactures,  sells, 
exposes  for  sale,  or  imports  any  margarine  so 
cofonred  sliaU  be  guUty  of  an  offence  under 
the  Margarine  Act,  1887."— (itfr.  Lambert.) 

brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  this  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

*The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  agriculture  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 

Cl,  West  Derby) :  The  hon.  Member 
recommended  this  clause  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  a  speech  which,  I  think,  contains 
views  by  no  means  new,  and  I  have  heard 
nothing  from  him  or  from  elsewhere 
which  leads  me  to  change  the  opinion  I 
have  formed,  that  the  proposed  change  of 
the  law  embodied  in  this  clause  is  unjust 
and  impolitic,  and,  if  carried  out,  would 
not  attain  the  object  the  hon.  Member 
has  in  view.  This  it  should  be  home  in 
mind  is  not  merely  a  clause  to  prohibit 
colouring   it   is   to   prohibit  colouring 

Mr.  Lamberi, 


in  order  to  imitate  butter,  and  thoe- 
fore  in  order  to  make  it  effectual,  one 
must,  so  to  speak,  project  himself  into 
the  mind  of  the  manufacturer  in  order  to 
see  if  the  colouring  is  not  merely  to  make 
the  article  attractive  to  the  purchaser — 
for  if  that  were  the  reason  the  Act  would 
be  inoperative— but  in  order  to  imitate 
butter.  That  is  perhaps  only  a  technical 
objection,  but  it  is  one  which  makes  this 
clause  as  framed  absolutely  ridiculous.  I 
wish  the  House  to  consider  what  it  is,  on 
such  very  insufficient  grounds,  asked  to 
do.  The  hon.  Member  said  that  butter 
was  coloured  only  to  a  snudl  extent.  I 
entirely  disagree  with  that  view,  for 
everyone  knows  that  the  butter  industry 
is  largely  local  in  its  character,  and  that 
the  colouring  of  butter  is  a  general  prac- 
tice. Neither  is  butter  the  only  dairy 
product  which  is  coloured.  What  does 
the  hon.  Member  say  with  reference  to 
cheese  1 

Mr.  LAKIBERT  :  Margarine  does  not 
imitate  cheese. 

*Mr.  LONG:  But  the  suggestion  is 
that  the  colouring  of  one  particular 
article  should  be  prohibited,  and  I  am 
endeavouring  to  explain  how  it  is  im- 
possible to  justify  the  prohibition  by  law 
of  a  manufacturing  practice  which  is 
allowed  with  regard  to  other  dairy  pro- 
ducts. Certain  kinds  of  cheese  are  made 
according  to  the  fancy  of  the  customer, 
and  the  cheese  is  coloured  in  the  factory 
not  to  imitate  another  cheese,  but  be- 
cause colouring  is  attractive  to  the 
purchaser.  In  view  of  that,  what  be- 
comes of  the  su^estion — endorsed,  I 
notice  by  the  righthon.  (Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Thanet — that  the  colouring 
is  done  for  the  mere  purpose  of  imitation  ? 
I  have  inspected  more  samples  of  mar- 
garine than  perhaps  any  other  Member 
of  this  House,  and  the  majority  of  samples 
have  been  coloured  a  kind  of  yellow.  Is 
it  suggested  that  the  bulk  of  butter  made 
in  this  country  is  yellow  %  On  the  con- 
trary I  believe  that  the  greater  amoimt  of 
the  ordinary  butter  consumed  is  white  in 
colour.  I  am  well  aware  that  some  of  my 
hon.  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  are 
in  favour  of  this  clause.  I  deeply  regret 
it,  and  for  the  reason  that  in  a  matter  of 
this  kind  it  seems  to  me  that  some  sec- 
tions of  the  agriciUtural  interest  decline  to 
profit  by  experience.  I  have  been  long 
enough  a  Member  of  this  House  to  re 
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member  the  controversies  over  the  old 
malt  duty.  At  that  time  the  agricultural 
interest  took  practically  the  same  line  as 
they  are  adopting  to-day  in  regard  to  this 
colouring  question,  when  in  1880  Mr. 
Gladstone  abolished  the  malt  tax,  what 
occurred  T 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  He  put  it  on  in  other  ways. 

*Mb.  long  :  Yes,  and  does  right 
lion,  friend  think  that  the  House  is  going 
to  allow  the  colouring  of  margarine  to 
be  prohibited,  and  not  at  the  same  time 
prohibit  the  colouring  of  other  dairy 
products  1  No,  if  you  do  it  in  one  case, 
it  is  only  just  and  right  the  prohibition 
should  apply  to  other  ^ricultural  produce. 
We  know  what  was  the  result  of  substi- 
tuting the  free  mash-tun  for  the  Malt 
Tax ;  it  enabled  many  other  articles  to  be 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  beer,  and  I 
venture  to  assert  that  hon.  Members  now 
are  running  the  same  risk  as  they  then 
ran.  They  are  under  a  delusion  if  they 
fancy  the  prohibition  will  be  confined  to 
margarine.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  main- 
tain that  this  margarine  is  a  competitor  of 
butter.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  great 
deal  of  margarine  made  in  a  particular 
way  has  been  sold  as  butter.  The  object 
of  the  Bill  is  to  make  this  impossible  in 
future ;  but  if  this  ridiculous  clause  is  to 
l»e  incorporated  in  the  Bill,  this  kind  of 
fraud  will  not  be  checked.  The  Amend- 
ment would  indeed  be  fatal  to  the  Bill, 
and  the  Government  cannot  accept  it, 
because  its  effect  would  be  to  dislocate  a 
very  great  trade  which  supplies  a  vast 
niunber  of  consumers  in  the  country,  and 
which  produces  a  valuable  article  of  food 
for  the  people.  I  have  been  told  the 
working  men  of  England  desire  that  this 
prohibition  should  be  made.  I  doubt 
whether  the  working  men  have  realised 
what  are  the  alternatives  presented  to 
them ;  but,  even  if  they  have,  I  should 
prefer  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  house- 
wives first  upon  this  question,  and  I  am 
sure  they  would  hold  a  very  different 
opinion,  for  they  know  how  desirable  it  is 
to  be  able  to  obtain  a  cheap  and  whole- 
some article  of  food.  I  maintain  that  we 
ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  margarine 
trade  unless  we  are  satisfied  that  by  no 
other  means  can  we  put  down  fraud.  I  am 
satisfied  we  can  put  it  down  by  this  legis- 
lation, whereas  the  pnmwed  clause  would 
not  be  workable  at  all.   I  earnestly  ask 


agricultural  Members  not  to  take  a  step 
which  would  be  prejudicial  to  their  best 
interests,  and  fail  in  the  object  they  have 
in  view. 

Mk,  KEARLEY  (Devonport):  The 
first  question  I  ask  myself  in  approaching 
the  consideration  of  this  question  is,  What 
is  the  object  of  the  Bill  ?  The  reply  is 
that  it  is  to  put  down  fraud.  The  next 
question  is  whether  the  provisions  in  the 
Bill  as  at  present  framed  are  sufficient  to 
secure  that  end.  I  think  that  they  are. 
Fraud  has  arisen  from  various  causes,  but 
the  main  one  has  been  the  failure  of  the 
local  authorities  to  put  in  force  the 
existing  law.  Again,  margarine  mixtures 
have  been  made  which  have  been  sold  in 
the  place  of  butter  at  butter  prices,  and 
under  this  Bill  the  making  of  such 
mixtures  is  to  be  prohibited,  ^at  pro- 
vision M'ill,  I  think,  have  a  very  beneficial 
effect.  Further,  the  Bill  provides  that 
where  a  man  persistently  commits  fraud 
he  will  subject  himself  to  very  heavy 
penalties,  and  eventually  find  himself  in 
prison.  What  would  be  the  efiect  if  the 
proposition  of  my  hon.  friend  were 
carried  ?  In  the  first  place,  it  would 
interfere  with  a  perfectly  legitimate  trade. 
I  do  not  say  it  would  destroy  it,  but  it 
would  deal  it  a  severe  blow.  The  mar- 
^rine  manufacturer,  be  it  remembered, 
IS  entitled  to  protection  just  as  much  as  any 
other  manufactiurr.  It  is  not  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  article  which  is  complained  of, 
it  is  the  manner  of  its  distribution,  and  I 
submit  that  this  Bill  is  ample  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  fraud  which  has  been  carried 
on  in  the  past.  As  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  rightly  said— if  you  prohibit 
colouring  in  one  direction  you  must  pro- 
hibit it  all  round.  I  wonder  if  the 
mht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
l£anet  is  a,waxe  of  the  enormous 
number  of  food  products  which  are 
coloured.  I  dare  say  he  consumes 
many  of  them  daily  and  raises  no  objec- 
tion. He  himself  yesterday  spoke  of  ices 
being  coloured;  would  he  look  at  a 
strawberry  ice  if  it  were  not  of  a  straw- 
berry colour  7  It  is  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  butter  and  cheese  are  largely 
coloured,  not  with  the  idea  of  concealment, 
but  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  par- 
ticular markets.  If  you  send  to  Man- 
chester a  highly-ooloured  cheese  they 
will  not  look  at  it  Tinned  ve^tables 
and  fruits  from  France  are  artificially 
coloured  so  as  to  make  them  resemble 
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the  fresh  vegetable;  maccaroni,  tapioca, 
Demerara  sugar,  and  many  other  articles 
■of  daily  consumption  are  coloured.  I 
have  the  greatest  sympathy  with,  and 
respect  for,  the  feelings  of  agriculturists 
■on  this  question,  but  Isay  they  are  taking 
.a  wrong  view  on  this  particular  point, 
.and  if  once  the  principle  for  which  they 
.are  contending  is  admitted,  it  will  prove 
higUy  destractive  to  more  than  one 
industry. 

Mr.  grant  LAWSON  (York,N.IL, 
Thirsk) :  In  my  Di™ion  the  farmer  is 

the  predominant  partner,  and  I  should 
not  like,  therefore,  to  record  my  vote  on 
this  subject  without  explaining  my  reasons 
for  it.  I  spoke  at  length  on  the 
motion  for  the  Second  Reading.  But 
what  is  the  present  position  ?  We  have 
just  had  a  very  vigorous  speech  from 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 
BoarcT  of  Agriculture,  who  has  told  us 
that  if  this  clause  is  carried  he  is  pre- 
pared to  drop  this  BiU. 

*Mr.  long  :  Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  grant  LAWSON :  That  is  a 
serious  fact,  and  as  agriculturists  we  must 
view  the  situation  from  that  point  of 
view.  We  are  in  the  position  of  the  dog 
in  the  fable  which  lost  the  substance  in 
trying  to  get  the  shadow.  In  this  Bill 
we  have  something  substantial,  but  if  we 
grasp  at  the  sh^ow  we  stand  a  good 
chance  of  losing  the  substance.  If,  in 
order  to  secure  the  greater  advantage 
■offered  by  the  clause  of  my  hon.  friend, 
we  adopt  a  course  which  destroys  the 
whole  Bill,  I  think  it  will  be  a  very  un- 
wise proceeding.  There  seems  to  be 
some  confusion  here  between  means  and 
ends.  The  end  to  be  aimed  at  is  to  stop 
fraud.  The  prohibition  of  colouring  is 
only  one  means  of  stopping  fraud.  It 
may  be  the  best,  but  on  this  occasion  it 
is  not  the  best,  because  if  we  insist  on  it 
we  lose  the  whole  Bill.  There  are  other 
means  of  stopping  fraud,  such  as  an  active 
and  vigorous  administration  of  the  other 
clauses  of  this  Bill.  My  right  hon.  friend, 
as  every  dog  owner  knows,  is  a  very 
vigorous  and  able  administrator  of  the 
law,  and  when  once  he  has  started  the 
department  in  the  right  direction  we  may 
look  for  desirable  results.  Forthesereasons 
I  cannot  support  the  clause.  A  sugges- 
tion has  been  made  that  it  is  embodied  in 
the  programme  of  the  National  Agricul- 

Mr.  Kmrley. 


tural  Union,  to  which  many  hon.  Members 
pledged  themselves  at  the  last  General 
Election.  I  have  no  such  recollection.  I 
think  the  item  has  since  been  added,  and 
I  would  point  out  that  if  we  pledged  our- 
selves to  the  programme  as  it  then  existed, 
we  did  not  bind  ourselves  to  accept  every- 
thing that  might  subsequently  be  added 
to  it.  Even  if  I  had  pledged  myself  to  the 

Frinciple,  under  the  altered  circumstances 
shotdd  deem  it  my  duty  to  vote  against 
the  clause  rather  than  risk  losing  the* 
whole  Bill. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Molton  sug- 

fests  that  those  who  oppose  this  clause 
ave  not  tasted  margarine.  I  have  my- 
self tasted  margarine,  and  think  it  a  most 
excellent  food.  I  find  it  wholesome, 
nutritious,  and,  generally  speaking  infi- 
nitely better  than  butter.  I  will  not  say 
better  than  the  best  butter,  but  you  veiy 
seldom  get  the  best  butter,  and  good 
margarine  is  undoubtedly  better  than 
second-rate  butter.  My  hon.  friend  seems 
to  have  margarine  positively  on  the 
brain.  He  seems  to  imagine  it  is  some 
horrible,  noxious  compound  which  is  not 
fit  for  human  beings  to  eat.  He  said  it 
consisted  of  fat;  cotton  seed  oil,  and  milk. 
What  objection  has  he  to  either  of  those 
three  wholesome  ingredients  I  The  truth 
is,  that  it  does  not  depend  upon  what  the 
compound  was  made  of  originally,  but 
upon  what  it  is  in  the  end.  Margaiine 
is  composed  of  the  same  ingredients  as 
butter,  less  butterine.  Butterine  is  so 
volatile  that  it  disappears  entirely  when 
the  weather  is  a  little  warm,  and  it  has 
absolutely  no  taste;  there  is  a  slight 
smell  and  that  is  all.  Beyond  that  there 
is  not  the  slightest  difference  between 
margarine  and  butter.  The  fact  is,  we 
have  improved  upon  the  cow.  At  the 
present  time  the  cow  is  almost  a  played- 
out  animal  as  far  as  making  butter  is  con- 
cerned. Does  my  hon.  friend  really 
imagine  that  when  a  cow  eats  grass  that 
grass  at  once  becomes  milk,  and  that  out 
of  that  milk  you  get  butter  %  Not  a  bit 
of  it.  It  passes  through  a  process  as  in  a 
factory.  The  grass  becomes  chyle,  the 
chyle  passes  into  the  veins,  in  the 
veins  is  deposited  a  certain  amount 
of  fat,  that  fat  passes  through  the 
lacteal  glands,  and  you  get  milk  ;  out  of 
the  milk  you  take  the  fat  and  you  get 
butter.  In  a  factory  you  put  the  same 
ingredients  which  produce  the  same  effect. 
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with  the  exception  of  the  butterine,  and 
you  get  precisely  the  same  article.  In 
one  case  you  ^t  your  stuff  from  the 
tissues  of  thd  animal,  in  the  other  you  get 
it  from  the  blood  and  the  interior  of  the 
animal.  hon.  friend  alluded  to  that 
fact  and  a«d:  *'The  difference  between 
milk  and  other  {nttducts  is  this :  it  is  true 
that  milk  comes  out  of  the  cow,  but  it 
dom  not  come  out  of  a  dead  cow,  whereas 
the  fat  does  come  out  of  a  dead  cow." 
What  is  the  distinction  1  When  milt 
ceases  to  appertain  to  the  cow,  it  is,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  just  as  dead  as  the 
fat  out  of  a  cow;  and  if  my  hon. 
friend  is  prepared  to  eat  dead  meat,  such 
as  beef  or  mutton,  why  should  he  not, 
eren  assuming  that  milk  is  dead,  drink 
dead  milkl  hon.  friend's  Amend- 
ment is  specially  in  regard  to  the  colouring 
matter.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  ever  made 
butter.  I  have  never  made  butter,  but  I 
have  tasted  both  it  and  margarine,  and  I 
do  know  something  about  it.  The  pecu- 
liarity of  the  agricultural  mind  is  that  it 
imagiines  that  unless  a  man  goes  into  a 
fiela  and  keeps  cows,  he  knows  absolutely 
nothing  about  the  matter.  My  hon. 
friend  ^solutely  questioned  whether  butter 
is  coloured.  I  will  tell  him  what  is  done, 
and  then  he  can  go  back  to  Somerset  and 
acquaint  the  agriculturists  of  the  fact.  I 
win  take  Yor^hire.  In  Yorkshire  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  yellow  butter 
in  winter.  When  the  animal  is 
fed  with  dry  food  the  butter 
is  absolutely  white.  I  do  not  live  in 
Yorkshire  myself,  but  so  as  not  to  preju- 
dice my  case,  I  yesterday  asked  an 
eminent  agriculturist  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  who  has  a  great  many  cows 
and  farms,  to  tell  me  what  happened  in 
Yorkshire.  He  said  to  me,  "  I  make  an 
enormous  lot  of  butter,  which  in  winter  is 
all  white,  and  if  I  were  to  sell  it  in  Leeds 
as  white  butter  I  diould  get  twopence 
per  pound  less  than  if  I  sold  it  as  yellow 
butter."  "WTiat  do  you  do  ?"  I  asked. 
*'  I  put  a  few  carrots  or  some  saflron  into 
the  chum,  and  it  comes  out  yellow  butter, 
and  sells  at  twopence  per  pound  more  than 
white  butter."  It  is  perfectly  absurd  to  tell 
us  that  there  is  any  fraud  on  the  part  of  the 
margarine  people  in  colouring  the  pro- 
duct yellow,  when  the  butter  people  them- 
selves do  the  same  thing,  and  get  twopence 
per  pound  for  doing  so.  Then  there  was  the 
argument  about  the  poor  man.  I  thought 
my  hon.  friend  was  going  behind  our  old 
friend  "Three  acres  and  a  cow."  He 


told  us  what  would  happen.  "  Here  is  a 
poor  man  with  his  three  acres,  we  want 
him  to  gethis  three  acres  " — undoubtedly  ; 
"  we  want  him  to  get  his  cow  " — undoubt- 
edly; "but  unless  you  insist  upon 
margarine  not  being  coloured  yellow,  all 
our  work  and  labour  in  getting  this 
gentlemui  his  three  acres  and  a  cow  is 
useless,  because  he  will  not  be  able  to  sell 
his  produce  at  a  profit."  The  poor  man 
naturally  wishes  to  get  his  food  as- 
cheaply  as  possible.  I  have  pointed  out 
that  margarme,  as  far  as  taste  and  whole- 
someness  are  concerned,  is  just  as  good  as 
butter.  The  poor  man,  if  he  is  a  wise 
poor  man,  buys  margarine  instead 
of  butter,  but  he  likes  it  better 
yellow  than  white.  I  do  not  know  why, 
but  he  does — ^it  appeals  more  to  his  e^e. 
Why  should  mf  hon.  friend  depnve 
every  poor  man  in  the  country  (n  the 
pleasure  which  he  derives  when  he 
spreads  this  compound  upon  his  bread 
from  seeing  it  is  yellow  instead  of  white  % 
He  says,  "In  order  that  there  may  be  no 
fraud ;  in  order  that  he  should  not  buy 
margarine  when  he  fancies  he  is  buying 
butter."  But  I  suspect  the  poor  man 
knows  perfectly  well  what  he  is  buying. 
There  is  quite  sufficient  competition  in  the 
toade  to  prevent  margarine  bein^  sold 
as  butter.  The  i>oor  man  goes  into  a 
shop  where  mai^iurine  is  opemy  sold ;  he 
is  not  in  any  sort  of  way  defrauded. 
This  special  legislation  in  regard  to 
margarine  is  an  insidious  attempt  at  pro- 
tection on  the  part  of  my  hon.  friend  and 
Ms  supporters.  The  person  he  wants  to 
benefit  is  not  the  poor  consumer,  but  his 
friend  with  the  three  acres  and  two  or 
three  cow&  I  daresay  if  margarine  could 
be  driven  out  of  the  field,  that  person 
would  to  a  certain  extent  benefit,  and 
for  that  reason  my  hon.  friend  hatf  gone 
out  of  his  way  to  abuse  and  to  vilify  tiiis 
excellent  and  wholes(Hne  conrpound.  For 
my  part,  I  am  for  the  poor  man  being  able 
to  get  an  article  precisely  the  same  as 
butter,  except  that  it  comes  out  of  a 
factory  instead  of  out  of  a  cow.    He  can 

fet  that  for  sixpence,  whereas  he  would 
ave  to  pay  tenpence  or  one  shilling  for 
his  butter,  which  means  a  saving  to  him 
of  fourpence.  It  seems  to  be  suj^tosed 
that  unless  this  clause  passes,  the  Bill 
will  be  absolutely  useless.  The  hon. 
Qentlonan  does  not  say  so  

Mr.  LAMBEBT  :  I  want  to  make  it  a 
better  Bill. 
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Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  He  wants  to 
heap  impediment  uvon  impediment;  he 
wants  to  make  it  diflicult  for  the  trade 
of  the  conntry  to  be  carried  on  because 
he  inu^nes  he  will  make  the  Bill  abetter 
one.  I  think  the  Bill  has  already  gpne  a 
little  too  far,  but  I  am  certiunly  not 

f»ing  to  better  it  in  the  way  here  proposed, 
have  risen  mainly  because  I  thmk  it  is 
a  pity  that  people  should  read  in  the 
Dehates  of  this  Hoiise  the  insinuations 
that  they  would  be  fooUsh,  if  iJteir  means 
are  not  huge,  to  buy  margarine.  I  have 
got  neither  a  margarine  factory  nor  a 
single  cow,  so  that  I  am  entirely  un- 
prejudiced ;  I  speak  entirely  for  Uie 
consumers  of  towns,  and  I  believe  they 
ought  not  to  be  told  that  margarine  is  a 
usuess  and  bad  article  of  food. 

*Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  I  would 
like  to  answer  certain  expressions  which 
fell  from  the  richt  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bui  with  regard  to  the 
Amendment.  I  do  not  approach  the 
question  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
agriculturalist  only;  I  believe  it  is  a 
question  in  which  the  great  body  of  con- 
sumers are  interested  as  wdL  I  sent  a 
letter  to  certain  representatives  of 
working  men's  associations  in  the  country, 
asking  whether  the  members  of  that 
particular  society  were  in  favour  of  giving 
effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  Food  Products  and 
Adulteration,  to  prevent  mar^^arine  being 
sold  as  butter,  and  to  ensure  it  being  sold 
AS  mai;garine,  and  that  its  colouring  and 
its  mixture  with  buttu-  should  be  pro- 
hiMted.  I  had  no  reply  taking  exception 
to  those  jffoposals.  I  had  replies  from 
thirteen  associations  in  &Tour  oS.  the  pro- 
posals, representing  altogether  some 
302,638  working  men.  Those  replies  came 
from  different  iMirts  of  the  country — 
Glas^w,  Derbyshire,  Lancashire,  London, 
Bimungham,  and  Nottingham  —  and 
from  associations  representing  the 
mining  interests,  the  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Railway  Servants,  shipwrightfi, 
oompoflitom,  boiler-makers,  and  a  coopera- 
tire  sociflty,  and  mae  members  oi  weaving 
eodeties.  All  these  eometies  tiiat  readied 
pvoncnmcedin  favour  of  tiie  leoommendar 
tions  of  the  Select  Committee.  That  ia 
to  say,  associations  representing  over 
300,000  working  men  have  pronounced  in 
favour  of  the  proposals  which  are  em- 
bodied in  the  clause  now  before  the  House. 
I  undnstand  my  ri^t  hon.  friend  to  say 


that,  granted  that  was  the  case,  you  had 
not  to  consider  the.  working  men  them- 
selves, but  their  wivea.  I  did  not  quite 
grasp  what  he  meant.  Did  he  mean  to 
convey  that  the  working  man  would  be- 
lieve he  was  getting  butter,  but  that  his 
wife  went  belnnd  his  bach  and  purchased 
margarine,  which  she  put  before  her  hos- 
band  as  butter  t  If  he  did  not  intend  to 
convey  that,  I  do  not  see  what  force  his 
argument  has.  My  contention  would  be 
this :  I  entirely  agree  that  you  do  not 
want  to  prevent  the  sate  of  a  wholeetune 
article  of  food,  if  it  is  altogether  whole- 
some ;  but  if  you  prevent  wis  particular 
substance  being  ccuoured  so  tiut  it  may 
be  taken  for  another  article,  you  must 
necessity  bring  down  tiie  price  (rf  that 
particular  article  to  its  natural  level.  My 
opinion  is,  that  by  virtue  of  its  fictitious 
colour  the  article  has  reached  an  artificial 
price,  and  my  contention  is  that  that  price 
would  fall  at  once  if  the  article  was  sold 
in  its  natural  colour.  The  interests  of  the 
wives  of  the  working  cUsses  would  un- 
doubtedly be  advantaged  by  the  adoptiw 
of  this  proposition.  It  has  been  assumed 
in  tiie  course  of  these  Debates,  that  this 
particular  product  is  altogether  yrhdk- 
aome.  Is  tnat  really  the  easel  I  am 
anxious  to  have  tiiat  proved,  because  I 
have  in  my  hand  a  Report  of  a  Commifi- 
sion  appomted  by  the  French  Senate 
which  was  appointed  to  examine  into  a 
law  containing  the  same  provisions  as 
my  hon.  friend  8  Amendment.  This  Report 
is  extremely  interesting  for  it  deals  at 
length  with  this  particuW  point  I  take 
it  that  if  mugarine  is  produced  under 
conditions  which  enable  you  to  in^iect  it, 
and  to  see  that  {ffoper  materials  are  nset^ 
then  you  are  mititled  to  say  it  is  a  whole- 
some article  of  food.  I  should  like  to  ask 
if  the  House  is  aware  where  the  hmnor 
portion  of  margarine  comes  from  I  "nie 

r later  portion  of  it  comes  from  Holland, 
believe  that  in  1896  there  were 
773,991  cwts.- of  oleo-margarine  imported 
into  Holland,  while  H(3land  exported 
something  like  100,000  cwts.  over  and 
above  that  amount  of  the  finished 
article,  margarine^  f>o  this  oountiy.  1 
find  that  the  United  States  in  the  sane 
year  exported  922,116  cwts.  of  oleomar 
garine.  Now,  as  Holland  is  the  grest 
maigarine  manufacturing  country,  we 
may  take  it  that  the  greater  portion  td 
supply  from  the  United  States  went 
to  Holland  in  that  year;  that  it  «» 
made  up  into  maigarine  in  Hdlandt 
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and  then  exported  to  this  country.  I 
would  like  to  ask  my  right  hon.  friend  if 
there  is  any  inspection  of  margarine 
factories  in  Holland,  and  can  he  assure  us 
that  the  article  sent  over  here  - ,  is 
thoroughly  wholesome  for  the  consumer. 
I  would  further  ask  whether  there  is  any 
inspection  of  the  oleo-margarine  factories 
.in  the  United  States. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
.  appears  to  be  now  dealing  with  the  whole 
question  of  the  manufacture  of  mar&irine. 
The  only  question  now  before  the  House 
is  the  desirability  of  preventing  it  being 
•  coloured. 

*Mr.  YERBURGH  :  Might  I  be  per- 
mitted to  point  out  that  the  hon. 
Member   for   Northampton    has  laid 

,  great  stress  upon  the  fact  that  this  was 

.  a  very  wholesome  article  of  iood,  and  that 
by  preventing  the  sale  of  this  article  we 
are  injuring  the  working  classes  of  this 

-  country  1  I  was  endeavouring  to  show 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  experts  of 

.  anodier  country,  there  are  good  grounds 
for  believing  that  this  eirticle  is  produced 
under  conditions  which  would  make  it 

.absolutely  unfit  for  human  food. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  But  that  will  hanUy 
justify  an  inquiry  upon  this  Amendment 
into  the  whole  manuracture  of  the  article. 


*Mr.  YERBURGH :  May  I  be  allowed 

:to  state,  in  the  first  place,  that  a  large 
portion  of  this  margarine  is  produced 
under  conditions  over  which  we  have  no 

■  control  whatever ;  and  in  the  second  place, 
as  the  expert  authorities  abroad  have 

-diown,  it  is  produced  under  conditions 
-vrtiich  interfere  with  its  i^gestibility  and 
its  nutritive  properties.   Therefore  I  say 

.  that  there  are  good  groimds  for  believing 
that  this  particular  article  of  food,  which 
is  being  accepted  as  most  nutrititious  and 
wholesome,  ought  to  be  regarded  with 
the  greatest  suspicion.  I  do  not  say  that 
this  applies  to  its  production  in  this 

.  country,  because  as  produced  in  England 
it  may  be  the  most  wholesome  article 
possible ;  but  I  think  that  a  large  portion 

.  of  that  which  is  produced  abrwid  ou^t 
to  be  very  carefully  inspected.  We  are 
^Id  that  if  we  vote  for  this  particular 
clause,  we  shall  probably  lose  the  Bill 
.altogether.  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  fair 
.threat  to  hold  over  us. 


*Mr.  long  :  I  have  not  the  slightest 
desire  to  threaten  the  hon.  Member,  but 
what  I  said  was  that  the  Government 
decline  to  take  the  re^nsibiUty  for  such 
a  prc^osal. 

*Mr.  YERBURGH  :  As  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the 
working  classes,  they  are  in  favour  of 
such  a  clause.  As  regards  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  which  my  right  hon.  friend 
so  ably  represents,  and  whose  interest  he 
has  so  thoroughly  at  heart,  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  the  whole  of  the  agricultural 
interest  are  in  favour  of  this  prmxnal ; 
and,  to  go  farther  afield,  Belgium,  Eiance, 
and  Denmark  have  all  adopted  similar 
propositioiu.  The  only  difference  made 
by  Denmark — which  is  dependent  upon 
its  agriculture — is  that  they  have 
adopted  a  varying  scale  of  colour  for 
butter  and  margarine  which  enables 
you  to  colour  your  margarine  up  to  a 
certain  point  This  is  a  compromise 
which  I  offer  for  the  consideration  of  my 
right  hon.  friend.  It  has  been  adopted 
by  Denmark,  where  it  has  been  found  to 
be  of  the  greatest  service.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentienum  can  see  his  way  to  accept 
a  compromise  of  that  sort,  I  should  be 
disposed  to  vote  against  tiiis  clause  as 

E resented  at  present ;  but  if  the  right 
on.  Gentleman  cannot  see  his  way  to 
accept  this  compromise,  I  shall  feel  bound 
to  support  this  clause. 

*Sni  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  I  desire  to  allude  to  the  re- 
mark made  by  the  last  speaker  in  refe- 
rence to  a  compromise.  1  happened  to 
be  the  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee 
when  that  evidence  was  given,  and  the 
impression  I  formed  was  tiiat  to  adopt 
the  scale  in  force  in  Denmark  would  land 
us  in  very  serious  difficulties.  I  cannot 
congratulate  the  hon.  Member  upon  the 
force  of  his  argument,  when  he  says  that 
his  view  is  supported  by  the  working 
classes,  because  the  societies  he  alludes  to 
would  represent  some  300,000  persons. 
From  this  he  draws  the  inference  that 
7,000,000  working  men  are  on  his  side. 

*Mr.  YERBURGH  :  The  working  men 
Bepresentatives  in  the  House  have  spoken 
in  uvour  of  the  clause. 

*SiR  WALTER  FOSTER:  I  believe 
some  of  them  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  e^ressing  their  opinion  during  this 

'     2  T  2  ^  [ 
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Debate.  I  feel  pretty  confident  that  the 
7,000,000  workmen  in  this  country  are 
not  anxious  that  the  sale  of  a  chea|»  uid 
wholesome  article  ot  food  should  be  inter- 
fered with.  The  whole  evidence  that  we 
had  before  the  Select  Committee  in  refer- 
ence to  margarine  was  in  favour  of  its 
wholesomeness,  and  we  had  not  a  single 
piece  of  evidence  against  the  wholesome 
character  of  this  product,  made,  as  it  is, 
under  special  precautions  from  selected 
fats  of  good  animals.  I  believe  it  is  a 
wholesome  article  of  food.  Being  con- 
vinced of  the  wholesome  character  of  the 
food,  I  diotdd  strongly  deprecate  any 
interference  with  its  manufacture  which 
would  make  it  less  pleasuit  to  the  eye. 
The  man  who  eats  margarine  has  just  as 
much  right  to  have  it  coloured  as  the  man 
who  eats  butter,  and  it  is,  after  all,  only 
a  question  of  fancy.  In  some  parts  of  the 
country,  such  as  Devonshire  and  Cam- 
bridgeshire, the  butter  produced  there  is 
of  a  deep  rich  colour,  whilst  in  other  parts 
of  the  country,  it  is  of  a  much  paler 
oolour.  If  you  allow  colouring  for 
one  kind  of  food,  you  have  no  right 
to  limit  it  for  another  kind.  I  believe 
that  if  we  attempt  to  interfere  in  any 
way  with  the  production  of  this  food  we 
shall  be  doing  a  serious  injury  to  the 
working  classes,  and  we  shall  be  trying 
to  put  back  the  clock  of  progress  as  re- 
garas  the  artificial  production  of  food.  If 
carried,  I  regard  this  Amendment  as  one 
which  cuts  at  all  artificial  food  production 
in  this  connection,  and  it  is  imworthy  of 
the  time  in  which  we  live. 

*Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  just  argued  that  the  con- 
sumption of  mai^rine  is  perfectly  legiti- 
mate in  itself.  This  Amendment  does 
not  suggest  any  impediment  in  the  way 
of  the  manufacture  or  consumption  of 
margarine.  What  it  does  propose  is  that 
margarine  should  not  be  sold  in  such  a 
form  as  to  imitate  butter.  Nobody  wants 
to  place  any  check  whatever  upon  colour- 
ing, so  long  as  such  colouring  is  not  had 
recourse  to  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving 
purchasers.  I  have  been  reminded  that 
strawberry  ices  would  come  within  the 
meshes  of  the  Amendment  placed  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dundee  next  on  the 
Paper.  If  such  ices  are  produced  from 
ingredients  other  than  that  which  is 
indicated,  that  would  bo  a  distinct  fraud. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Devonport  stated 
that  Demerara  sugar  is  coloured ;  but 

5tr  WaUer  Fosfn: 


it  Is  not  sold  as  any  other  article 
than  what  it  is.  It  is  not  coloured  to 
represent  any  other  article  than  Deme- 
rara sugar.  If  any  other  article  is  so 
coloured  as  to  rmresent  some- 
thing else,  that  is  a  mmd.  Chicory 
is  an  article  of  food  that  has- 
been  similarly  dealt  with,  and  the  pro- 
posal in  this  clause  is  to  place  marga- 
rine in  the  same  category  that  chicory 
has  for  several  years  occupied,  in  order 
that  the  purchaser  must  not  be  led  to 
think  that  he  is  buying  something  else. 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  has  compared 
this  to  the  Malt  Tax.  I  will  not  go  into- 
that  question  now,  though  I  may  omerver 
in  jMSsing,  that  I  was  not  one  of  thoB& 
who  were  taken  in  by  the  abolition  of  the 
so-called  Malt  Tax.  I  said  at  the  time  it 
was  a  fraud  on  the  public,  because  the  tax 
was  reimposed  in  a  more  objectionable; 
form.  I  know  there  were  others  taken 
in,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  I  was  not. 
My  right  hon.  friend  pointed  to  that  tax 
as  a  case  in  point ;  but  is  it  any  reason  for 
rejecting  this  clause  that  Mr.  Gktdston» 
took  in  a  certain  number  of  people  by 
transferring  a  tax  from  one  ^ket  to 
another  t  Then  my  ri^ht  hon.  friend  says, 
"  Oh,  if  you  force  this  clause  upon  us,  it 
stands  to  reason  it  will  be  carried  still 
further."  I  must  remind  my  right  hon. 
friend  that  the  repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax  was- 
a  fiscal  question,  but  that  is  not  the  case 
at  present.  Nobody  means  to  stop  the 
colouring  of  articles  simply  with  a  view 
to  interfering  with  the  trade  in  them,  hut- 
in  order  to  prevent  a  false  impr^ion 
being  created  in  the  minds  of  purchasers. 
My  right  hon.  friend  tfdks  about  the 
feeling  of  the  [working  classes  in  this- 
matter.  He  passed  by  the  hon.  Members 
for  Morpeth  and  Battersea,  and  the  other 
hon.  Members  who  spoke  on  behidf  of 
large  sections  of '  the  working  classes,  and 
more  than  that  he  passed  by  the  working 
men  themselves,  and  constituted  himself 
the  exponent  of  the  views  of  the  wife 
of  the  working  man.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  credentials  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  received  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  working  women  of  England  in  thia 
matter.  Why  does  my  right  hon.  fiiend 
imagine  that  domestic  discord  will 
follow  if  the  clause  is  accepted  t  If  tho 
opinion  of  the  wives  of  the  working 
men  of  this  country  had  been  so  pro- 
nounced as  my  right  hon.  friend  appears  to 
assume,  without  any  authority^  why  have. 
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■we  not  heard  of  it  long  ago  t    The  repre- 
eentatives  in  this  House  who  speak  on 
behalf  of  large  aections  of  the  working 
classes  do  not  apprehend  any  such  con- 
sequences as  mr  right  hon.  friend  repre- 
sent! would  foUow.    He  has  told  us  very 
plainly — he  did  not  say  it  at  all  in  any  dis- 
courteous manner,  or  in  sxxy  sense  offensive 
to  our  ideas  of  Fftrliamentary  traditions — 
that  if  the  House,  by  a  majority,  expressed 
a  p^erence  for  the  clause,  the  Govern- 
ment would  drop  the  Bill.    I  venture  to 
think  my  ri^ht  hon.  friend  has  spoken 
without  havmg  consulted  his  colleagues 
upon  the  issue  raised.    In  saying  that 
if  the  House  of  Commons  displayed 
anything  a^qiroximating  to  general  ap- 
proval m  this  clause  that  the  Government 
would  drop  the  Bill,  I  think  my  right 
hon.  friend  has  taken  it  upon  himself  to 
come  to  a  deoinon  as  to  what  he  would 
do  under  drcumstances  which  have  not 
arisen.    But  if  such  circumstances  did 
arise,  my  right  hon.  friend  would  do 
nothing  of  the  kind.    Not  a  single  argu- 
ment has  been  really  brought  forward 
against  the  principle  of  this  clause.  We 
have    had    adequate    tributes    to  the 
virtues  of  margarine,  and  no  one  seriously 
questions    the   nutritious  character  of 
that   remarkable   commodity,    but  no 
argument  has  been  addressed  to  us  as : 
to  why  a  purchaser  of  mai;^arine  or  of 
butter  should  not  be  clearly  informed  as 
to  what  he  is  buying ;  and  if  any  ingredient 
is  coloured  in  such  a  way  as  to  have  the 
effect  of  concealing  from  a  purchaser  what 
that  commodity  is,  the  sooner  Parliament 
interferes  the  better. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.):  I  have  listened  with 
interest  to  this  Debate,  and  when  I  saw 
my  ri^t  hon.  hiend  tiie  Member  for 
Thanet  risini^  I  immediately  perceived 
the  cloven  hoof.  I  have  been  a  great 
many  years  in  this  House  with  my  right 
hon.  friend,  and  I  have  seldom  heard  him 
speak — I  have  always  listened  to  him 
with  pleasure — except  when  he  saw  an 
opportunity  of  getting  in  the  thin  end  of 
the  wedge  of  protection.  Does  anyone 
believe  that  this  proposal  is  made  except 
for  the  purpose  of  diminishing  the  supply 
of  a  commodity  which  is  uwd  as  a  sub- 
statute  for  butter  t 

•Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER:  A  brge 
quantity  of  butter  is  imported  as  well 
AS  mugarine,  and  if  I  saw  an  opportunity 
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of  putting  a  duty  upon  both  I  would  be 
verv  glad  to  do  it,  but  that  has  notlung 
to  do  with  this  clause. 

Sir  WILLIAJI  HARCOURT :  The 
time  is  not  quite  ripe  for  that,  and  there- 
fore that  is  what  1  would  call  the  thick 
end  of  the  wedge.    My  right  hon.  friend 
just  now  is  concerned  with  the  thin  end 
only.    Can  anyone  honestly  deny  that 
the  hope  and  expectation  of  those  who 
support  this  clause  is  that  its  effect  will 
be  to  diminish  the  quantity  of  tiie  article 
sold  instead  of  butter  ?   The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  BUI  has  made, 
in  my  opinion,  a  very  sound  and  a  very 
courageous  speech.    He  has  said— and  it 
'is  perfectly  true — that  if  you  forbid  the 
colouring  of  one  thing  you  must  forbid 
the  colouring  of  all.    As  regards  butter — 
yellow  butter  in  the  market  seems  the 
natural  product  from  a  high  class  of  cow ; 
but  the   butter    produced  at  various 
seasons  of  year,  and  from  an  inferior  class 
of  cow,  does  not  look  like  the  superior 
article,  and  therefore  it  is  a  widely 
extended  and  almost  universal  practice  to 
colour  English  butter  up  to  the  mark, 
which  represents  it  to  be  of  a  higher 
quality  than  it  really  is,  and  it>  fetches  a 
higher  price  in  consequence.    All  modern 
manufacturers  endeavour  to  make  their 
products  look  something  better  than  they 
really  are,  in  order  to  obtain  higher  prices 
and  larger  profits.  To  suppose  a  demand  of 
this  kind  can  be  made  with  regard  to  a 
single  article  is  perfectly  absurd.  What 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said  on  the 
subject  is  quite  true.  The  hon.  Member 
for  East  Ntnthamptonshire  is  also  per- 
fectly right  with  regard  to  the  deliberate 
misrepresentation  of  meirgarine  as  being 
what  it  is  not ;  but  what  does  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Thanet  say 
with  reference  to  English  butter  of  an 
inferior  quality  being  made  to  look  like 
butter  of  a  superior  quality  in  order  to 
fetch  a  higher  price  ?    This  seems  to  me  a 
proposal  which  in  principle  is  absolutely 
wrong,  and  which,  if  it  produced  iJie 
effect  it  is  expected  to  produce,  would  be 
an  injustice.    I  shall  certainly  support 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  victor  cavendish  (Derby- 
shire, W.) :  I  desire  to  most  strongly 
support  the  Government.  In  fact,  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  possible  to  strike  a 
greater  blow  at  British  agriculture  than 
by  adopting  this  clause.  You  would  be 
putting   British  agriculturists    in  the 
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position  of  saying,  "  We  are  engaged  in 
very  great  competition  with  the  margarine 
maniuacturers,  and  we  therefore  appral 
to  this'House  to  take  a  step  which  will 
have  the  effect  of  destroying  an  industry 
which  is  in  opposition  to  u^^*  A  blow  of 
t(hat  sort  would  be  one  of  the  worst  that 
could  be  delivered  at  British  agriculture. 
I  know  there  is  a  great  amount  of  support 
for  this  clause  in  certain  quarters.  A  few 
days  ago  I  had  an  opportunity  of  talking 
with  a  large  dairy  farmer  in  the  country. 
He  told  me  he  was  very  much  in  favour 
of  this  clause.  He  said  "Oh,  we  have 
Very  great  competition  with  the  margarine 
maniimcturers.'  I,  for  one,  as  an  agri- 
culturist— -though  I  may  not  have  as  muchi 
knowledge  as  other  hon.  Grentlemen,  yet 
my  interest  is  as  great— strongly  support 
the  Government  in  this  matter,  and  I 
should  like  to  congratulate  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  stand  he  has  ta^eu. 

Sm  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Kerry, 
West) :  A  very  important  point  was 
raised  in  regard  to  the  colouring  of  mar- 
rairine  to  represent  butter,  and  that  was 
^t  it  enabled  the  manufacturers  of  that 
commodity  to  raise  the  price  and  pabn  it 
off  as  butter.  The  speech  which  made 
the  greatest  impression  on  me  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  Amendment  was  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton,  who 
came  before  the  House  of  Commons  as  a 
brilliant  example  of  the  excellence  of 
margarine.  Ho  said  he  had  been  fed  on 
margarine  of  most  excellent  quality,  and 
that  he  liked  it  very  well.  Of  course,  I 
cannot  myself  speak  from  experience,  for 
I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  eaten 
margEuine ;  hut,  considering  the  excellent 
effect  it  has  had  upon  the  hon.  Member's 
constitution,  he  must  furnish  a  splendid 
advertisement  for  that  article.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  spoke  of 
the  colouring  of  butter  by  putting  carrots 
into  the  chum,  and  I  hope  that  the  idea 
will  not  be  lost  on  the  butter  makers  of 
Ireland,  as  it  struck  me  that  it  was  a 
splendid  one.  Butter,  no  doubt,  is  arti- 
ficially coloured,  but  I  object  to  the 
colouring  of  butter  as  much  as  to  the 
colouring  of  margarine.  In  Ireland  we 
find  it  is  not  necessary  to  colour  the  best 
butter;  and  we  insist  that  this 
colouring  of  margarine  to  represent 
butter  ia  not  honest  trading,  but  simply 
a  proceeding  to  enable  a  fraud  to  be 
perpetrated  on  the  public.  Any  measure 
which  has  for  its  object  the  securing  of 
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good,  pure  food  for  the  people  of  this 
country  will  have  my  support.  We  have- 
been  told  that  all  the  mar;earine  that  is 
made,  or  is  likely  to  be  macle,  would  not 
compete  with  butter,  and  that  therefore 
there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  fight 
so  hard  in  behalf  of  butter  as  against 
margarine.  But  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten 
margarine  is  sold  as  butter,  and  for  that 
very  reason  I  should  have  liked  to  see 
this  Bill  go  even  further  than  it  does. 
We  have  been  told  that  there  are  a  great 
many  other  things,  which  are  in  duly 
use,  that  are  coloured  as  well  as  mat^;a- 
rine ;  and  reference  was  made  to  tinned 
French  vegetables.  But  my  contention 
•is  that  all  articles  which  are  cdoured  to  • 
represent  what  they  are  not  ought  to  be 
put  down.  We  are  not  opposra  to  the 
manufacture  of  margarine,  but  to  the 
selling  of  margarine  as  butter.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bui  says  there  is  no  reason  why  marga- 
rine should  not  be  coloured.  Be  it  so ; : 
the  manufacturers  may  colour  it  red, 
blue,  or  orange,  so  long  as  they  do  not 
colour  it  the  colour  of  butter. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb:  What  is  the 
colour  of  butter  7 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE:  Good, 
butter  is  the  colour  of  that  Mace  [point- 
ing to  the  Mace  on  the  Table]. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hants,  N) :  Al- 
though I  am  going  to  vote  against  my. 
right  hon.  friend  in  charge  of  the  Bill  on 
this  point,  I  am  quite  sure  that  all  the 
farmers  are  very  thankful  to  him  for 
having  introduced  it;  and  whether  we 
carry  this  Amendment  or  not,  I  hope  th& 
Bill  will  in  a  short  time  become  an  Act 
of  Parliament.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  contiasted  the  various 
properties  of  butter  and  margarine.  The 
farmers,  no  more  than  I  do,  wish  to  go 
into  that.  The  farmers  do  not  deny  that 
margarine  is  a  very  wholesome  diet,  bub 
they  insist  that  margarine  should  foe  sold 
as  mai^rine  instead  of  as  butter^ 
and  at  double  its  real  price.  I  hope 
hon.  Grentlemen  will  recognise  that  ui 
voting  for  this  Amendment  thay  are  not 
voting  to  stop  the  sale  of  margarine,  but 
only  to  stop  the  sale  of  margarine  as 
butter.  Some  hon.  Gentlemen  drew 
attention  to  the  colouring  of  cheese,  t 
would  remind  the  House  that  cheese  is 
not  coloured  in  order  to  represent  some- 
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thing  else.  Gloucester  cheese,  for  instance, 
is  highly  coloured  in  order  that  the  cheese 
may  be  sold  and  known  as  Gloucester 
cheese.  The  colouring  is  a  particular  trade- 
mark, and  therefore  there  is  no  ^ud  in 
the  transaction  at  idl.  Dutch  cheese  is  also 
coloured,  but  it  is  never  sold  as  anythiiu; 
else  than  Dutch  cheese.  As  I  have  said, 
these  cheese  colourings  are  trade  marks. 
If  we  could  only  atop  this  fraud,  it  would 
not  matter  what  colour  margarine  was. 
My  right  hon.  friend  has  undertaken  to 
stop  the  fraud.  He  has  undertaken  a 
very  large  task,  and  I  hope  he  will  succeed. 
But  whether  margarine  is  coloured  or  not, 
he  is  trying  to  stop  it  by  methods  quite 
different  trom  those  which  are  employed 
in  foreign  countries.  I  never  wish  to  hold 
up  foreign  countries  for  imitation,  but  I 
do  say  that  nearly  all  the  margarine  is 
made  al»oad,  and  that  there  they  take 
very  good  6are  not  to  allow  it  to  be 
coloured  to  imitate  butter.  In  France 
under  no  circumstances  may  colouring 
matter  be  added  to  margarine.  What  is 
that  for  t  It  is  in  order  to  stop  fraud.  But 
as  soon  as  it  is  exported  to  this  country 
margarine  is  coloured  to  imitate  butter, 
and  IS  sold  as  butter.  I  wish  hon.  Gren- 
tlemen  would  more  often  read  the  reports 
of  the  cases  which  are  brought  before  the 
police  courts  in  London  relating  to  the 
fraudulent  sale  of  mai^arine  as  butter. 
I  can  assure  them  that  every  week  there 
are  cases,  and  sometimes  a  whole  string 
of  cases,  where  men  are  prosecuted  for 
the  fraudulent  sale  of  margarine  and 
heavily  fined.  But  I  am  told  that  these 
men  resort  to  the  practice  of  fraud  on 
such  a  large  scale,  that  although  they  may 
be  fined  £20,  they  make  more  than  five 
times  that  sum  in  a  very  short  time,  and 
are,  therefore,  easily  able  to  pay.  But 
let  me  go  on  to  Belgium.  A  great  deal 
of  margarine  is  made  in  Belgium,  but  it 
must  not  be  coloured  except  with  such ' 
matters,  and  to  such  a  degree,  as 
may  be  authorised  by  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture.  In  Denmark  mar- 
garine must  not  be  of  a  deeper 
colom:  than  certain  shades  of  yellow.  In 
Italy  colouring  matter  may  not  be  added 
to  make  margarine  resemble  natural 
butter.  In  Russia  margarine  may  not  be 
coloured  so  as  to  give  it  the  appearance 
of  real  butter.  In  Germany  the  colouring 
of  mu-garine  ia  not  absolutdy  probibitec^ 
but  all  margarine  must  contain  not  less 
than  ten  parts  by  weight  of  sesame  oil  to 
every  100  pirts  of  fats  and  oils  used  in 


the  preparation  of  margarine.  Practically* 
therefore,  the  colouring  of  margarine  to 
imitate  butter  is  prohibited  in  France, 
Belgium,  Denmark,  Italy,  and  Russia. 
That  is  all  we  desire  to  secure  by  this 
Amendment.  I  can  only  hope,  in  con- 
clusion, that  this  Bill  will  become  law,  and 
that  the  fraudulent  dealing  in  margarine 
may  be  stopped. 

Mr.  COLVILLE  (Lanark,  N.E.) :  A 
great  deal  has  been  said  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men as  to  protecting  the  interests  of  the 
working  men.  But  I  take  it  that  if  this 
new  clause  were  added  to  the  Bill,  the 
working  men  mi^ht  very  well  judge  for 
themselves  what  is  the  most  wholesome 
and  desirable  article  of  diet.  Any 
attempt  to  restrict  the  sale  of  margarine 
would  be  looked  upon  as  a  distinct  return 
to  Protection.  They  can  themselves 
judge  whether  they  wish  to  buy  pure 
butter  or  this  article  which  has  become 
so  popular,  and  which  is  not  merely  used 
by  the  working  classes,  but  to  a  very 
considerable  extent  by  those  who  do  not 
like  to  be  so  described.  Not  merely 
inferior  butter,  but  some  of  the  very 
highest  class  butters  have  to  be  coloured 
in  order  to  make  a  market.  Some  of  the 
very  highest  class  butters  in  Scotland  are 
highly  colourod,  and  that  not  because 
they  are  in  any  sense  improved  by  the 
colouring,  but  because  uiey  are  more 
popular  in  the  market.  If  the  hon. 
Member  who  moved  this  new  clause  was 
willing  to  add  to  it  a  provision  prohi- 
biting the  colouring  of  all  other  articles 
of  diet,  one  could  understand  the  consis- 
tency of  such  a  clause ;  but  so  long  as 
he  attempts  to  deal  with  one  class  of  food 
to  the  disadvantage  of  another,  I  think  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  Member,  especially  of 
those  who  seek  to  represent  the  masses  of 
the  community,  to  oppose  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY  (Shrop- 
shire, Newport) :  I  naturally  approach  this 
subject  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  agri- 
culturist, but  I  think  experience  has  taught 
us  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  put  the 
agricultural  interest  in  a  worse  strait  than 
by  opposing  it  to  any  measure  which 
would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity at  large.  I  would  strongly,  there- 
fore, warn  my  brother  a^ciilturiste  to 
consider  whether  they  will  be  wise  in 
taking  up  an  attitude  which  practically 
pits  the  agricultural  interest  against  the 
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interest  of  the  masses.  I  feel  convinced 
that  at  this  moment  the  masses  of  the  com- 
munity are  in  far  more  prosperous  circum- 
etftnces  than  the  agricultural  community, 
and,  other  thin^  being  equal,  I  should  have 
been  very  glad  indeed  to  see  my  way  to 
support  the  Amendment  of  the  non. 
3«nUeman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  hon. 
Offlitlemen  (mpodte  who  are  arguing 
against  the  Amendment  have  lost  sight 
of  one  important  point.  We  are  not  in- 
structed by  the  agricultural  community  to 
make  a  crusade  against  the  colouring  of 
margarine,  except  in  so  far  as  it  amounts 
to  the  fraudulent  sale  of  that  article. 
There  is  unquestionably  a  very  strong 
desire  that  the  fraudulent  sale  of  mar- 
garine as  butter  should  be  stopped.  Tho 
ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  framed 
this  Bill  undertakes  to  deal  with  the 
fraudulent  part  of  this  question.  He 
thinks  that,  by  the  methw  he  has  in- 
troduced in  this  Bill,  he  will  be  able  to 
check,  restrain,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
fraudulent  selling  of  margarine  as 
butter.  If  that  can  be  efTected,  surely 
our  object  is  achieved.  If  that  object  is 
not  achieved,  then  we  shall  stand  upon 
very  strong  ground  when  we  come  and  ask 
for  the  amendment  of  Bill 
in  the  direction  we  desire.  There- 
fore,   althoi^   I   am  naturally  pre- 

i'udiced  in  &vour  of  this  Amendment, 
cannot  but  recognise  that  the  waiument 
is  VOTy  strong  against  it^  and  I  think 
l^t  i  shall  best  consult  the  interests  of 
agriculture  and  of  fair  play,  on  which 
agriculture  depends,  by  giving  the  Bill  a 
chance  as  it  stands,  and  not  supporting 
the  Amendment. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness):  I  should 
like  the  House  of  Commons  to  look  at 
tbiB  question  from  the  standpoint  of  those 
who  will  be  compelled  to  carry  out  the 
Act.  I  have  given  some  little  attention 
to  this  subject  as  a  medical  officer  of 
health  who  carried  out  the  old  Act,  and 
also  from  the  scientific  standpoint,  and  I 
want  to  point  out  the  imposeibility  of 
this  clause  being  any  good  wiatever.  My 
hon.  friend  probably  Itnows  the  kind  of 
butter  he  gets  from  Scotch  farms — it  is 
made  from  Ayrshire,  shorthorn,  and 
Channel  Islands  cows.  The  butter  from 
the  Ayrshire  cow  is  almost  pure  white, 
and  m  Glasgow,  where  nine-tenths 
of  the  butter  is  Ayrshire  butter,  the 
public  have  it  absolutely  white,  and  the 
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best  butter  is  sold  as  nearly  white  as  pos- 
sible. Shorthorn  butter  is  lightly  yellow, 
and  Channel  Islands  butter  fairly  yellow. 
Therefore,  as  far  as  these  three  great  milk- 
producing  cows  are  concerned,  they  all  give 
you  different  standards  of  colour.  What 
standard  are  you  going  to  establish  1  Is 
there  any  regular  colour  for  margarine  t 
No.  There  is  scarcely  a  pint  of  milk  in 
London  which  is  not  coloured,  and  if  you 
^t  it  oncoloured  on  your  breakfast  table 
in  the  morning  you  would  think  some 
mistake  had  been  made,  and  that  it  was 
of  very  poor  quality.  If  you  are  going 
to  prevent  uniformity  of  colour  by  pre- 
venting colouring,  you  must  apply  the 
same  process  to  butter,  and  you  wiU  pre- 
vent a  great  many  classes  of  useful  butter 
being  sold. 

The  first  LOBD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
K) :  I  am  the  last  man  in  the  world  to 
deny  the  importance  of  the  question 
raised  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  or  the 
discussion  it  has  given  rise  to,  but  I  would 
venture  to  suggest  to  the  House,  after  the 
ai^iuments  we  have  listened  to,  that  the 
matter  has  now  been  thoroughly  debated. 
So  far  as  I  am  able  to  form  an  opinion, 
the  great  body  oi  opinion  is  on  the  side 
of  the  Gknremment ;  uid,  under  the  ci^ 
cumstances,  I  think,  having  legard  to  the 
interests  of  the  business  of  the  House,  and 
the  interests  of  all  concerned  in  the 
measure,  we  should  now  proceed  to  a 
Division,  if  necessary,  and  that  the  House 
should  show,  as  it  will,  I  believe,  by  a 
large  majority,  that  it  supports  Uie  atti- 
tude of  my  right  hon.  friend. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee):  It  is 
quite  obvious  that  the  House  has  become 
weary  of  this  discussion,  and  I  merely 
desire  to  say,  that  though  I  have  an 
Amendment  upon  this  point,  as  I  am 
desirous  of  seeing  the  Bill  pass,  I  shall  not 
move  it. 

Mr.  STRACHEY  (Someraet,  S.): 
There  is  only  one  point  which  I  wish  to 
raise.  I-  agree  entirely  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouth, that  we  must  not  look  upon 
this  measure  as  a  Protectionist  measure, 
and,  for  my  part^  I  have  always  looked  at 
it  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  oonsumer. 
I  also  agree  with  my  right  h<HL  friend 
when  he  says  he  is  against  deliberate  mis. 
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representation,  and  that  we  ought  not  to 
alfoir  butter  or  dairy  produce  to  be 
coloured  to  deceive  the  consumer,  any 
more  than  we  ought  to  allow  the  colour- 
ing of  margarine  for  the  same  ptirpose. 
The  point  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  is 
that  representative  farmers  and  others  in 
Devonshire  have  declared,  and  I  believe 
in  public,  that  they  do  not  use  any  colour- 
ing matter,  and  they  are  prepared  to 
accept  any  prohibition  which  may  be 
ordered.  All  we  want  is  that  margarine 
should  be  sold  on  its  merits,  and  we  are, 
in  the  West  of  England,  propared  to  sell 
ordinary  produce  on  its  ments. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Oalway,  N.) :  We 
have  been  asked  why  we  support  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Molton,  and  it  is  perfectly  evident  that 
those  who  ask  us  have  not  read  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  up- 
stairs. That  evidence,  which  was  mostly 
with  regard  to  adulteration  and  fraud, 
compelled  the  Committee  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  that,  so  long  as  margarine  was 
allowed  to  look  like  butter,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  stop  fraud.  Professor  Lawrence 
opposed  the  colouring  of  mai^rine  because 
it  gave  the  trader  facilities  to  impose  ufton 
theconsumer  bygivinghiman  artielewhich 
was  not  what  it  professed  to  be ;  whilst 
Mr.  Hamilton  said,  if  margarine  was  sold 
as  margarine  i^  would  command  a  large 
sale,  and  the  prohibition  against  colouring 
the  margarine  would  not  have  the  effect 
of  killing  the  trade  at  all.  It  would  only 
prevent  the  retailer  making  an  inordinate 
profit  by  the  fraud  he  commits  by  palming 
it  off  as  butter.  It  is  lor  that  reason  that 
we  shall  vote  for  the  Amendment  if  we 
are  compelled  to  go  to  a  Division. 

Me.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  It  has  been  stated  by  the  Eon. 
Member  for  Chester  that  the  overwhelm- 
ing bulk  of  the  working  classes  are  in 
favour  of  this  Amendment.  From  the 
societies  he  mentioned,  he  evidently  means 
oi*ganised  labour.  I  would  like  to  point  out 
how  very  misleading  the  hon.  Member's 
remarks  are.  In  the  first  place,  the 
question  submitted  to  these  societies 
was  of  a  kind  which  laid  down 
as  a  premiss  that  it  is  wrong  to  force  on 
a  working  man  a  fraudulent  article.  It 
then  ingeniously  led  up  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  only  possible  precaution  to  take 
was  by  way  of  an  Amendment  of  this 
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kind.  But  other  precautions  are  taken  in 
this  Bill,  so  the  question  put  to  these 
working  men  is  of  no  value  at  alL  The 
hon.  Gentleman  cannot  tell  us  even 
whether  this  question  was  put  at  mass 
meetings,  branch  meetings,  or  executive 
meetings ;  and  even  if  it  was  put  to  all, 
there  are  only  300,000  men  in  these 
societies,  and  that  is  only  one-fifth  of 
organised  labour.  One  point  I  wish  to 
draw  attention  to  is,  the  societies  the  hon. 
Gentleman  addressed  were  the  skilled 
wcnrkmen — they  are  not  driven  to  buy 
margarine ;  but  there  is  a  class  whose 
views  1  desire  to  voice  in  this  Debate,  and 
that  is  the  unskilled  labourers,  whose  pre- 
carious employinent  only  returns  some 
13s.  or  14s.  a  week.  What  will  they  say 
if  their  Parliamentary  friends  in  this  House 
tell  them  that  their  nuu'garine  can  be 
painted  grey,  or  drab,  or  black.  Is  it 
fairl 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
R) :  Nobody  suggested  it. 

Mr.  MADDISON  :  My  hon.  friend  has 
only  just  come  in,  and  I  do  not  think  ho 
is  omniscient.  The  alternative  that  you 
offer  this  class  is,  "  You  can  colour  marga- 
rine any  colour  you  like,  except  butter 
colour.  I  wonder  how  hon.  Gentlemen 
would  like  to  sit  down  to  bread  with 
margarine  painted  green.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  maintain  his 
position.  I  object  to  tuiother  portion  of 
the  Bill,  but  if  this  proposal  were  passed 
it  would  be  a  wrong  act,  not  to  the  skilled 
artisans,  bat  to  the  poorest  of  Uie  poor. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  ^Glasgow, 
Camlachie):  There  are  two  kinds  of 
fraud  which  this  Bill  ought  to  stop. 
There  is  the  fraud  of  substituting  marga- 
rine for  butter — we  all  want  to  stop  that ; 
and  there  is  the  worse  fraud  by  which 
margarine  is  sold  at  about  double  its 
proper  price.  In  the  name  of  the  class 
for  whom  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
professes  to  speak,  I  protest  against  that. 
Why  is  it  desired  to  colour  this  sub- 
stance! Because  it  makes  it  look  more  like 
butter.  The  colouring  makes  it  not 
a  whit  more  digestible  or.  pleasant- 
flavoured,  but  if  you  prevent  colouring, 
margarine  will  be  sold  at  fourpence  or 
fivepence  instead  of  tenpence  or  a  shilling 
per  lb.  as  it  sometimes  is  at  present. 
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*Mr.  CHANNIKG  :  I  should  not  have 
taken  part  in  this  discussion  but  for  the 
statements  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  the  Brightside  Division  of  Sheffield. 
I  think  he  is  wrong  in  thinking  that 
working  men  support  his  view.  Some 
years  ago  I  took  part  in  a  very  important 
deputation  to  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  this  very  question, 
a  deputation  organised  by  the  Central 
Chamber  of  Agriculture.  Prominent  in 
the  deputation  were  representatives  of  the 
whole  of  the  great  co-operative  societies 
representing  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
working  men,  the  movement  with  which 
my  hon.  friend  claims  some  connection.  I 
should  like  him  to  explain  how  it  was  that 
representatives  of  the  great  co-operative 
societies  came  and  joined  ua  in  urging  the 
imperative  necessity  of  dealing  with 
these  frauds,  and  dealing  with  them  on 
the  programme  which  included  the  provi- 
sion suggested  in  this  present  proposal. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Brightside  has 
put  his  case  for  the  support  of  the 
Government  in  resisting  this  Amendment 
on  the  one  plain  issue  Uutt  the  unskilled 
labourer  wiU  be  deprived  of  a  cheap  and 
wholesome  article.  How  can  he  establish 
that  case  unless  he  can  show  that  mar- 
garine is  sold  all  over  the  country  under 
its  own  name  and  at  its  true  value  t  It  is 
not  sold  at  its  true  value  except  in  a  very 
few  shops.  I  believe  that  three-fourths 
of  the  margarine  in  this  coimtry  is  sold 
as  butter,  and  at  butter  prices.  I  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  go  into  the  figures, 
with  whidi  I  cannot  now  trespass  on  the 
time  of  the  House,  but  I  came  f»  a  de- 
cided conclusion  it  would  not  be  rash  to 
estimate  that  that  means  a  fine,  and  a  fine 
mainly  imposed  upon  the  very  class 
for  whom  my  hon.  friend  pleads,  of 
£1,500,000  per  annum.  I  should  un- 
hesitatingly support  the  Amendment, 
because  I  believe  we  shall  be  protecting 
the  pocket  of  the  poorer  classes  by 
secunng  the  fullest  possible  precautions 


against  these  frauds,  the  greatest  instru- 
ment in  the  perpetration  of  which  is  un- 
doubtedly the  colouring  of  margarine  to 
resemble  butter.    I  repudiate  with  scorn 
the  suggestion  that  the  article  should  be 
coloured  some  offensive  hue.     My  own 
view  is  that  very  likely  we  shall  arrive  at 
some  such  result  as  obtains  in  Denmark, 
where  they  are  allowed  to  colour  their 
margarine  to  secure  an  attractive  appear- 
ance, but  are  simply  prohibited  from 
colouring  it  the  same  shade  as  butter. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  appointed 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  this  questim 
of  colouring,  as  well  as  the  question  of 
preservatives.    I  hope  we  may  look  for- 
ward to  that  Committee  conducting  an 
impartial  and  exhaustive  inquiry  into 
this  question  of  colouring,  into  the  pro- 
cedure adopted  in   other  countries,  and 
into  the  whole  of  the  legal  aspects  of 
that  question,  so  that  if  the  Grovemment 
is    against    us    to-day    it   may  not 
be  ultimately  against  some  reasonable 
proposal  in  this  direction.     The  cry  of 
"  Protection  "  has  been  raised,  but  wh& 
are  the  protectionists  1   It  seems  to  me 
that  they  are  those  who  are  goins  to 
maintain  this  instrument  in  the  lianas  of 
the  great  fraudulent  manufacturers  andth& 
whole  army  of  retailers  who  are  de- 
moralised and  del)auched  by  those  manu- 
facturers into  committing  this  fraud,  and 
are  guaranteed  as  to  fines  and  penalties 
by  those  who  instigate  these  frauds.  By 
rejecting  this  Amendment  you  are  pro- 
tecting those  capitalists  who  are  levying 
an  enormous  blackmail  upon  the  con- 
sumers of  the  country,  and  especiaUy 
upon  the  poorer  classes  of  consumers  who 
cannot  protect  themselves,  that  is  where 
protection  really  comes  in  imder  this  Bill. 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  68  ;  Noes, 
297.   (Division  List>  No.  276.) 


Abraham,  Wm.  {Cork,  N.E.) 
Austin,  M.  {Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Beach,  W.  W.  B.(Hant«.) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bill,  Cbflo-les 

Bowle8,CaI)t.H.F.  (Middlesex) 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagn 
Carvill,  Patrick  G.  Hamilton 
Cbanning,  Francis  Allstoii 
Charrioj^D,  Spencer 


AYES. 

Cotton  Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Crilly,  Daniel 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Daviefl,M.  Vaagban-(Cardinfl 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dillon.  John 
Donetan,  Captain  A. 
Do(^n,  P.  C. 
Esinonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Finch,  George  H. 


Flynn,  James  Chruttopber 
Gibb6,Hon.Vicuv(St.  Albans) 
Urav,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gonter,  Colonel 
Gnrdon,  Sir'^^iaiiil&ampton 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hobboose,  Henry 
Hndfion,  George  Bickerateth 
Homphreys-OweD,  Arthur  C. 
Jeffreys,  Arthor  Frederick 
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Kilbride,  Denis 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Lowther.Kt.  Hon.  JameK  Kent) 
HsealeeBe,  Darnel 
MacDonnell,  Dr.M.A(Qn'a.G.) 
M'Demiott,  Patriok 
M'Ghee.Ricbaid 
M;Leod,  John 
Mildmaj,  Francis  Bingham 
Motley,  Bernard  CharleH 
Montagu.  Bir  S.(Whitechapel) 
Hoore,  Arthur  (Londondeiry) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 


Allan.  William  (Gateshead) 
AUflopp,  Hon.  Geome 
ArchdaJe,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Asber,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asqnith.Kt.  Hd.  HerbertHenry 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Atkinum,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^tiCapt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Baud,  John  George  Alexander 
BBlfonr.Rt.Hon.A.J.(Mancl)'r 
Balfour.  RtHn  GenildW(  Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederick  Gorell 
Barry.Rt.  Hon.  A.  H.S. -(Hunts 
Bartley,  Geoige  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plnnket 
BatboTBt,  Hon.  AllenBen  jam  in 
Beacfa,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.-{  Bristol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithful! 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M 
BUlsonT^fred 
Biirell,  Augustine 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Omie 
Boecawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
BonsBeld,  William  Robert 
Bowles,T.  GibBon(King'BLynn) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Broadhurst,  Heiu^ 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tonilinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bollard,  Sir  Hany 
Burt,  Thomas 
Batcher,  John  Geoige 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron3irCbarIes(G)aagow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
CampbelI,Rt.Hn.J.A.  (Gl'fiow 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carmichoel,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Carson,  Kt.  Hon.  Edward 
CaostoD,  Richard  Knight 
CaTendish.  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
CaTendisb,V.C.W.  (Derbyah.) 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  CapUin  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain,  J,  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithness  sb 
ClarkejBirEdwacd  (Plymouth) 
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Morris,  Samuel 
Mnntz,  Philip  A. 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbiehs.) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbyah.) 
Stracbey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Doiul  (WeBtmeath) 

NOES. 

Clough,  Waltei  Owen 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
f'oddington.  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Collings^  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.Ready 
Colston,  Charles  E.  H.  Athole 
(,'olville,  John 

Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Comwallis,  FienneaS.  W. 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hn.  Leonard  H. 
Cox,  Lrwin  Edwd.  Bainbridgo 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Oromhie,  John  William 
Carzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Drucker,  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
EUiot,  Hod.  A.  R.  Douglas 
P>mroott,  Alfred 
Evans,SirFranci8H.  (Sontli'ton 
Evershed,  Sydnmr 
Fardell,Sir  T.  Gleorge 
Farqnharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowes,  Hon.  A.  Edward 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  K.  C.  Munro  (Leitb) 
Ferffusson,  Rt.Hn.Sir  J.(Man.) 
Finiay,  Sir  Robert  Btumatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  H^es 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
FitzWygrara,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Forteecue 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (DerbyCo.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Vtv,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gar&t,  William 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
(iibb8,Hon.A.G.H.(C.  ofLond. 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Goldswortby,  Majoi>General 
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Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  H. 
Warde,  Lt.  Col.  C.  £.  (Kent) 
Warner,  Thos.  Conitenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
WUls,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrongfay 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong- 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  EastV 

Tellers  fob  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Lambert  and  Mr.. 
Duncombe. 


Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goechen,  RtHnG  J(StGeorge'a> 
GoBcben,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green,  W.  D.  (Weclnesbury). 
Gretton,  John 
Haldane,  Richard  Burden 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hanbury,Rt.Hon.RobertWm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Runnald 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  George 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hayne,  Kt.  Hn.  Cbaa.  Scale- 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderirick,  Thomas  C  H. 
Hclder,  Aatcastus 
Hemuhill,  Rt.  Hon.  Cbas.  H. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hemion-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.(Bow)i 
Holland,  Wm.H.(Yoric,W.R.). 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  Henry  Cecil 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnson-Ferguson,  JabezEd  w., 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sossexli 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jolliffe,  Hon,  H.  Georee 
Jones,  Da  vidBrynmor(Swans'a- 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,Rt  HnSrU .. 
Kearley,  Hudson  £. 
Kenyon-SIaney,  Col.  Willianb 
Keswick,  Wilnam 
Kimber,  Henry 
Kinlocb,  Sir  J.  George  Smytb> 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Lanrie,  Lieut-General 
Lawrence.SirE.  Duming-(Com' 
Lawence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (YorKs. ) 
Lavraon,SirWiIfrid(Cumb'land 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,Sir  DUlwyn-  (Swan.  \ 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine- 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverp'l). 
Lopes,  Heniy  Yarde  Boiler 
Lome,  Marquis  of 
Lough,  Thomas 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1207 


Sale  of  Food 


Lowe,  Francin  William 
XOTd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hod.  Sir  John 
Laoas-Shadwell,  Williun 
Xyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Nfaoartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
M acdona,  John  Camming 
Maclrer,  David  (Liverpool) 
Idaclare,  Sir  John  William 

Arthur,  CharleB  (Liverpool) 
M*CraeL  George 
M<Evan,  Wmiam 
3i(<Killop,  James 
.MaddisoD,  Fred. 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Map^in,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
3felnlle,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mendl,  Sigiamand  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
IMonk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,Roht.  Ja£per(Shrop8hire) 
Mor^n,  Hn.  F.  (Monm  thsb.) 
Morrison,  Walter 
:Murray,Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  CoLWyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Viscount 
Newdiffiite,  FrandsAlezander 
Niool,  Donald  Nioian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
Palmer,GeorgeWm.  (Reading) 
IParkes,  Ebenezer 
Paulton,  James  MeUor 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington) 
Percy,  Earl 

Terlu,  Robert  William 
'Pickersgill,  Edward  Hu« 
PiUdngtoiitSir  G.  A.(IduiosSW 
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Platt-Hu|ginB,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Frauds  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edm.) 
Provand,  Andrew  Diyboigh 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randeil,  David 
Rankin,  0ir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Ridley,Rt.  HonSirMatthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Edm.  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  Hany  S.(Limehoiise) 
Samuel,  J.  (titoekton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Scott,  Cbas.  Prestwioh  (Leigh) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Set<Hi'Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sidebottom,T.  Harrop(8talybr. 
Simeon,  Sir  BarrinKton 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfarsh.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Spicer,  Albert. 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stock,  James  Heniy 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Stiurt,  James  (Shoieditch)- 
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Stmt,  Hon.  Humphry  N 
Sutheriand,  Sir 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Mert^yr) 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlin80Q,Wm.  Edw.Mnrray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Wanklyn>  James  Leslie 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whitetey,  George  (Stockport) 
Whitei^y,  H.  (Aahton-unX.) 
Wtaitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Whittaker,  Thomas  P^er 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notts.) 
William8,JosephPowell-(BiiTO 
Wilson,  HenryJ.  (York,W.B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Darbam  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.  W.(  Worcestersh.  K ) 
Wodehoase,RtHn.£.R.(Bath 
Woodall.  WiUiam 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  S.- 
Wrighteon,  Thomas 
Wyfie,  Alexander 
Wyndhara,  George 
Wyndham-Quin.Maior  W.  H. 
Young,  CommandertBerkitE.) 
Yoxafl,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Nots- 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstnitha-. 


General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest)  :  When  I  first  placed  this 
•clause  on  the  Pi^r  I  intended  it  to  be  a 
.flubstitute  for  Clause  19,  but  according 
to  the  Rules  of  the  House  I  find  that  my 
-<d[Ui8e  must  be  dealt  with  first,  and 
Clause  19  considered  separately,  but  it 
■would  be  almost  impossible  even  to 
■allude  to  this  clause  without  pointing  out 
that  I  proposed  it  instead  of  Clause  19. 
The  whole  of  the  Bill  really  hangs  on 
■Clause  19,  because  it  is  very  little  use  lay- 
ing down  what  is  wrong,  and  ought  to  be 
punished,  unless  we  devise  some  means 
of  carrying  the  punishments  into  effect. 
There  are  two  troubles  that  local  authori- 
lies  have  to  contend  with  in  this  matter, 
viz.,  the  defence  of  the  warranty  itself, 
•taidf  secondly,  the  postponement  necessi- 
tated by  the  dismissal  of  the  case  owing 
to  the  defence  of  the  warranty  and  the 
time-limit  laid  down  by  the  Act  of  1875, 
and  perpetuated  in  this  Bill.  You  really 
cannot  obtain  a  conviction  against  the 
warrantor  within  the  time  limit,  and  con- 
laequently  this  provision  will  be  a  dead 


letter  unless  wc  are  able  either  to  extend 
the  time  limit  or  to  put  aside  the  defence 
of  a  warranty.  For  that  reason  I  put  this 
clause  on  the  Notice  Paper.  1  fully 
believe  the  Bill  is  intended  to  be  fruned 
in  the  interests  of  the  consumer,  especially 
the  poor  consumer,  but  at  the  same  thne 
all  men  affected  by  it  should  have  justice. 
It  is  a  very  extreme  case  that  a  man 
giving  a  warranty  for,  say,  a  ten-gallon 
can  ot  milk  should  be  responsible  for  that 
milk  when  it  is  distributed  in  half-pint 
cans  and  taken  out  into  the  street.  Vet 
so  it  is  under  the  present  arrangement. 
Therefore,  I  propose  that  only  until  the 
bulk  is  broken  should  the  warranty  he 
binding.  In  regard  to  the  possibility 
of  deaung  with  the  warrantor,  our  experi- 
ence  is  that  it  takes  fourteen  da^  to 
bring  an  original  defendant  into  a  police 
court ;  then  he  pleads  a  warranty,  and 
you  have  to  he^n  again  against  the 
warrantor  at  a  distance.  Twenty-eight 
days  pass,  and  the  proceedings  fall 
through.  Is  it  fair  to  charge  local 
authorities  with  not  doing  their  duty  When 
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you  do  not  give  them  time  enough  to  dis- 
charge the  daty  you  ask  them  to  do  1  If 
Clause  19  is  Im  as  at  present,  you  might 
as  well  throw  the  Bill  into  the  fire,  and 
therefore  I  beg  to  move  this  clause. 

New  clause — 

"(1)  A  warranty  »hall  only  be  acc^ited  aa  a 
defence  nnder  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drngs  Act 
in  ca!*eB  where  the  package  haa  remained  in- 
tact, and  balk  has  not  been  broken. 

"(2)  Where  there  is  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  person  proceeded  seain^t  to  rely  upon  a 
wairanty  as  a  defence,  tiie  person  m  proceeded 
a^uniit  shall  forthwith,  on  receipt  of  sanunons, 
at  once  give  written  notice  to  the  court  in 
which  proceedings  are  taken  that  he  holds  a 
M-arranty,  and  giving  the  name  and  address  of 
the  person  from  wooni  he  received  it,  such 
i>erson  being  a  reaident  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  ana  that  he  haa  i«ent  notice  of  bis 
intention  to  such  person,  and  the  court  shall 
thereupon  at  once  associate  the  name  of  the 
giver  m  such  warranty  a»  one  of  the  defend- 
ants in  the  case,  and  proceedings  shall  be  con- 
tinued with  such  adjournments  as  the  court 
may  deem  necewaiy  for  the  due  hearing  of  the 
case."— {(?en«ra/  Laurie.) 

brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  clause 
be  now  read  a  second  time." 


*Mr.  long  :  This  clause  would  practi- 
cally reverse  the  law  in  regard  to  the 
warranty,  and  is  directly  opposed  to  the 
Amendment  made  in  the  Committee  up- 
stairs. There  is  an  inconvenience  in  dis- 
cussing the  question  in  thia  form,  and  I 
hope  my  hon.  friend  will  consent  to 
withdraw  his  new  clause,  and  reserve  any 
opinions  he  may  have  to  express  for  the 
consideration  oi  Clause  19.  I  hope  then 
to  be  able  to  move  an  Amendment  carry- 
ing out  the  views  expressed  last  night — 
viz.,  that  the  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
defence  of  the  warranty  is  a  very  real 
one.  It  would  be  impossible  to  read  a 
second  time  a  clause  which  is  difuuetri- 
c^ly  opposed  to  the  spirit  and  intention 
of  Clause  19,  and  for  the  reason  I  have 
given  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will  with- 
diBW  it. 


General  LAUBIE:  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, with  the  assuranee  given  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  thinK  it  will 
best  serve  the  interests  of  the  House  if  I 
at  once  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my  Amend- 
ment. 


Mr.  BBYNMOB  JONKS  (Swanua 
District) :  I  should  like  to  have  a  more 
explicit  statement  as  to  what  will  be  the 
purport  of  the  Amendment  which  the 
Government  is  going  to  propose  on 
Clause  19.  At  present,  if  the  defendant 
can  prove  that  there  was  a  warranty  in 
writing,  and  that  he  sold  the  article  in 
the  same  state  in  which  it  was  received, 
that  is  held  to  be  an  answer  to  the  primA 
facte  case  made  out  by  the  Grown  against- 
him.  Clause  19  says  that  an  invcnce  shalL 
have  the  same  ^ect  as  a  warranty  under 
the  Act  of  1875,  and  I  agree  with  th& 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  clause- 
requires  amending. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  The  hon.  Member 
will  be  out  of  order  in  discussing  that 
matter  now.  The  question  before  the 
House  is  whether  this  clause  shall  be  read 
a  second  time. 

Mr.  BRYNMOB  JONES :  This  clause 
on  the  Paper  is  being  moved  in  lieu  of 
Clause  19,  and  I  have  no  objection  to  th& 
withdrawal  of  the  clause  if  we  have  aomti 
eiqtlicit  statement 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMXJEL  (Stock- 
ton) :  I  understand  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  withdrawn  or  proposes  to  with- 
draw this  clause  upon  the  understanding 
which  has  been  given  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  The  point  I  wish  to  call 
attention  to  is  that  this  clause  is  a  very 
serious  alteration  of  the  existing  law,  and 
it  would  be  a  very  serious  matter,  because 
it  6a.ys  that  the  warranty  must  remain  as 
long  as  the  package  remains  intact.  That 
womd  be  very  awkward  in  the  case  of 
man^  articles  in  the  sale  of  which  the 
retailer  would  not  be  protected  at  all.  I 
should  like  some  assurance  from  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
that  his  Amendment  is  not  going  to  tak» 
the  form  of  this  clause. 

*Mr.  long  :  I  endeavoured  to  say  as 
plainly  as  I  could  that  the  new  claiise- 
proposed  is  one  which  we  could  in  no 
sense  accept.  My  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
referred  to  certain  difficulties  in  regard  to 
prosecutions ;  that  is  to  say,  where  adul- 
teration has  been  proved  and  the  liability 
has  been  shifted  from  the  shoulders  of  the 
first  person  sunuuoned  to  somebody  else 
from  whom  a  warranty  is  produced.  We 
hope  to  put  into  Clause  19  some  Amend- 
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ments  which  will  remove  that  diffioulty, 
but  of  course  it  will  not  proceed  in  the 
reverse  direction  which  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  has  indicated. 

Motion  and  clause,  by  leave,  with- 
>drawn. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  Amendment 
rstanding  on  the  Paper  in  the  iiame  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset  is  out  of 

■order. 

Mr.  STRACHEY:  Upon  a  point  of 
■order,  I  desire  to  point  out  that  it  is  not  a 
question  of  colouring  marguine,  but 
.Skimmed  milk. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
going  to  take  a  different  line  of  argu- 
ment to  that  which  has  been  already 
;  taken  in  discussing  the  colouring  of  mar- 
garine, he  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  STRACHEY:   I  do  desire  to 
-argue  this  from  a  totally  different  point 
•of  view.    This  is  simply  a  question  be- 
tween the  public  and  the  dairy  producers, 
or  the  men  who  sell  dairy  produce. 
What  I  am  anxious  to  do  is  to  prevent 
.  either  tiie  farmer  or  the  retailer  of  milk, 
•cream,  condensed,  separated,  or  skimmed 
.milk,  frcnn  imi>08ing  upon  the  public. 
We  have  seen  a  most  deplorable  state  of 
things  in  reference  to  young  children  fed 
;npon  separated  milk  or  skimmed  milk 
without  knowing  that  it  has  been  coloured 
in  such  a  way  that  it  represents  genuine 
milk.    There  was  some  very  important 
.  evidence  given  on  behalf  of  the  Camber- 
well  Vestry  upon  this  point.   The  medical 
officer  there  said  he  attributed  40  per 
■  cent,  of  the  deaths  of  infants  in  the 
Gamberwell  district  to  the  use  of  this 
separated  milk,  which  he  said  was  only 
giving  the  children  chalk  and  water.  It 
IS  not  only  a  fruid,  but  it  causes  injury 
and  death,  and  40  per  cent,  is  a  very 
lai^  percentage.    Besides  this,  the  public 
^are  deceived.    I   do  not  bejieve  that 
mothers  would  purchase  this  milk  if  they 
were  not  deceived  by  the  colour  of  it,  for 
it  looks  as  if  it  was  the  very  best  milk, 
because  there  is  ito  statement  upon  the 
tins  to  show  what  it  is.    I  think  milk 
ought  to  be  sold  entirely  upon  its  merits 
wiwout  the  addition  of  any  colouring 
mattw  whatever.    It  is  perfectly  ridicu- 
lous to  see  how  milk  is  coloured  in  the 
-winter  time,  when  we  know  that  it  is 

Mr.  £on^ 


impossible  to  have  such  a  high  colour 
without  colouring.  I  know  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  agree  with  me  on 
this  point,  for  he  thinks  his  Bill  is  quite 
perfect  on  this  matter.  I  am  quite  ready 
to  admit  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  conducted  these  proceedings  both  in 
Conunittee  and  in  this  House  in  a  most 
able  manner,  and  if  this  Bill  had  not  been 
in  charge  of  a  gentleman  so  cognisant 
with  agricultural  matters  he  would  have 
had  great  difficulty  in  piloting  this  Bill, 
and  in  giving  his  agricultural  fnends  any 
benefit.    I  beg  to  move. 

New  clause — 

"  It  slia]]  be  unlawful  to  sell  or  import  any 
milk,  cream,  condensed,  separated,  or  skimmed 
milk,  to  which  any  colooiing  matter  has  been 
added."— (J/r.  Stmeheif.) 

brouj^t  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
That  the  clause  be   read  a  second 
time." 

♦Mr.  long  :  I  think  the  point  of  my 
hon.  friend  is  that  this  milk  is  consumed 
by  children,  and  that  it  is  very  injiuious 
to  their  health  and  strength.  I  am  afraid 
there  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  consumption  of  skimmed  and 
separated  milk  by  the  children  of  the 
poorer  classes,  which  is  very  much  con- 
trary to  what  one  would  wish,  but  to 
deal  with  a  difficulty  of  this  kind  in  a 
manner  like  this  is  a  su^estion  which  I 
think  the  House  will  not  seriously  enter- 
tain. I  do  not  know  that  colouring  gins 
milk  any  special  advantage,  but  if  you 
want  to  with  this  question  a  very 
different  method  will  be  required  to  that 
which  is  now  proposed.  I  think  the 
House  will  require  stronger  evidence  as 
to  the  effects  of  a  prohibition  of  this  kind 
before  it  can  accept  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon.  friend  oppKwite. 

Br.  CLARK:  I  think  if  my  hon- 
friend  had  limited  his  proposal  to  skim* 
med  or  condensed  milk  something  might 
be  said  for  it,  but  the  clause  is  for  all  nulk 
and  all  cream,  and  you  will  be  striking 
such  a  terrible  blow  at  the  daily  trade 
that  you  will  be  practically  making  a 
crime  of  it.  I  agree  with  what  has  been 
sud  with  regard  to  condensed  milk,  and 
I  think  it  is  absolutely  necrasary  that 
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something  hu*ther  should  be  done.  But 
surely  you  do  not  expect  that  we  are 
^ing  to  make  this  revolutionary  change 
in  our  system.  If  the  colouring  had  done 
■any  harm  then  I  could  understand  it,  but 
simply  because  a  certain  taste  in  colour  is 
At  present  popular,  are  you  going  to  make 
it  a  crime  %  The  result  of  the  use  of 
some  <rf  this  condensed  milk  shows  a 
terrible  mortality,  bat  Uiat  ou^^t  not  to 
■affect  ordinary  milk  and  cream. 

Mr.  ABTHUB  J.  MOOBK  (London- 
derry) :  I  cannot  understand  why  there 
is  such  a  desire  on  the  part  of  those  on 
this  side  of  the  House  to  protect  every 
sort  of  fraud.  What  is  the  use  of  having 
this  coloured  milk  forced  upon  the  chiP 
dren  1  Do  hon.  Members  not  know  that 
the  very  colouring  matter  which  is  put 
into  the  milk  causes  children  to  get  thin- 
ner and  thinner  ?  It  is  a  great  pity  that 
w«  have  not  got  a  Government  in  oflSce 
which  is  not  amud  to  tackle  this  question 
Aud  also  to  tackle  the  margarine  question 
by  inaiating  that  ihe  working  classes  shall 
have  value  for  their  money.  I  support 
mj  hon.  friend  because  the  more  colour- 
ins  matter  you  put  in  the  less  milk  you 
will  get 

Mr.  ROBSOK  (Soutb  Shields):  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  proposal  is  being 
contested  upon  grounds  entireir  different 
to  those  raised  in  considering  the 
last  clause,  which  was  obviously  an 
endeavour  on  the  part  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  if  not  to  destroy,  to  impede 
and  hamper  the  trade.  They  coolly  state 
that  colouring  the  margarine  injures  its 
quality  or  prevents  people  from  knowing 
it.  u  is,  however,  an  entirely  different 
matter  when  one  comes  to  condensed  milk. 
In  this  case  it  is  the  parent  who  is  de- 
ceived into  baying  something  which  is  in- 
tended for  the  benefit  of  the  child,  and 
the  parent  ought  to  be  protected.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said  that  this 
clause  is  too  wide  in  its  application,  but 
I  think  there  is  no  di£9cmty  in  cutting 
down  the  clause  so  as  to  make  it  applic- 
aUe  only  to  condensed  or  separated  milk. 
My  ri^t  hon.  friend  jtsks  us  to  reject  that 
which  he  appeals  to  admit  is  a  mneficial 
clause.  Why  on  earth  should  not  con- 
densed milk  be  8<^  in  its  original  con- 
dition, so  that  every  parent  shaU  know  by 
its  appearance  whether  it  is  pure  or  not  1 
There  is  no  reason  why  any  special  favour 
should  be  shown  to  persons  who  put 
adulterated  matter  into  mUk  for  the  pur- 


pose of  deceiving  the  purchaser.  I 
certainly  do  not  think  that  the  person 
who  adulterates  condensed  milk  with 
colouring  matter  should  be  allowed  to  go 
scot  free.  The  colouring  of  milk  deceives 
the  parents  and  involves  suffering  upon 
the  children  who  are  fed  upon  it,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  any  of  the  dairy- 
men who  colour  their  milk  should  be  pro* 
tected.  If  it  is  true  that  the  colouring  of 
milk  is  a  universal  habit,  then  the 
l^^lature  cannot  interfere  too  soon  to 
stop  it. 

Mr.  EADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Here- 
ford) :  I  desire  to  point  out  that  we  are 
dealing  now  with  a  totally  different 
case  from  the  colouring  of  margarine. 
The  object  of  colouring  margarine  is  to 
make  it  resemble  butter,  but  nobody 
wants  to  buy  milk  which  has  been  made 
to  resemUe  water,  or  something  else  from 
which  every  good  quality  has  been  ex- 
tracted. Margarine  is  a  more  or  less 
wholesome  product,  but  nobody  can  say 
that  bad,  weak,  and  injurious  milk 
coloured  to  represent  good  milk  is  a  good 
thing  for  anybody.  In  these  circum- 
stances, I  think  my  ri^ht  hon.  friend 
oi^ht  to  see  that  there  is  a  considerable 
difference  between  the  cases  we  have  just 
been  considering,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the 
Amendment  (rf  my  hon.  friend  opposite. 

*SiR  WALTER  FOSTER :  I  should  Uke 
to  say  a  word  or  two  with  reference  to  this 
Amendment.  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
is  perfectly  justified  in  bringing  this 
question  before  the  House,  but  I  think 
the  position  is  a  ^>od  deal  altered  with 
reference  to  this  milk  by  the  first  clause 
of  the  Bill.  No  doubt  a  gross  fraud  is 
being  perpetrated  on  the  public,  and 
thousands  oi  children  are  practically 
starved  to  death  by  being  fed  on  con- 
densed separated  milk  which  ia  im- 
ported. This  milk  is  bought  by  parents 
as  good  food  for  the  little  ones,  with  the 
result  that  the  infants  risk  starvation. 
That  is  a  very  grave  condition  of  aff^rs 
and  ought  to  be  stopped.  I  think,  how- 
ever, it  will  be  stopped  by  the  fact  that 
the  first  clause  insists  upon  this  milk  being 
labelled  as  "separated"  or  "skimmed 
milk,  and  that  will  be  a  warning  to  the 
parents.  Hub  separated  mUk  is  made  to 
resemble  pure  muk  by  the  addition  of 
colouring  matter,  and  this  is  not  only 
perpetrating  a  fraud  upon  the  public,  but 
It  is  also  injuring  very  aenously  the 
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hefdth  of  the  children.  It  is  possible  we 
mav  be  able  to  ammd  the  first  clause  so 
as  to  meet  this  difficulty,  and  there  is, 
moreover,  a  Department^  Committee  sit- 
ting on  this  veiy  question.  I  am  entirely 
with  the  hon.  Member  as  far  as  his  object 
is  concerned,  but  I  think  at  the  present 
time  it  would  be  unwise  to  press  the 
clause  which  he  has  moved. 

Mr.  MUNTZ  (Warwickshire,  Tam- 
worth)  :  My  opinion  is  that  if  a  man  sells 
skimmed  milk  to  represent  new  milk  or 
cream  he  should  be  treated  as  a  rogue. 
You  prosecute  a  man  for  introducing 
water  into  milk,  which  is  not  half  so 
injurious  as  this  colouring  matter.  For 
my  own  part  I  eintertain  a  very  strong 
opinion  on  this  matter,  for  I  think  the 
colouring  of  milk  is  a  gross  fraud.  I  had 
no  idea  that  this  fraud  was  being  perpe- 
trated in  the  country,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  Government  ought  to  take 
the  strongest  steps  possible  to  prevent  the 
injury  which  is  being  done.  If  the  hon. 
Member  goes  to  a  Division  with  his 
Amendment  I  shall  certainly  support 
him,  but  I  do  hope  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
sleman  will  do  something  to  put  an  end  to 
something  which  is  now  doing  a  very 
serious  injury. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) : 
No  doubt  it  may  be  perfectly  true  to  say 
that  the  colouring  matter  in  milk  is  in- 
jurious to  health,  but  this  is  one  of  the 
points  which  have  been  reserved  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  which  is 
now  considering  the  whole  question.  In 
reference  to  nulk,  I  think  via  effects  of 
colouring  have  been  exaggerated,  for 
the  real  injury  which  is  done  to  the 
children  does  not  he  in  the  fact 
that  the  milk  is  coloured^  but  is 
ilue  to  the  fact  that  the  nutritioas  sub- 
stances have  been  taken  out  of  it.  That 
is  an  entirely  different  matter  to  the 
point  of  colour.  I  myself  have  the 
strongest  feeling  that  everything  should 
l»e  done  to  prevent  parents  being  misled 
as  to  the  nutritious  quality  of  the  milk 
which  they  purchase.  It  is  well  known 
that  there  are  an  enormous  num1>er  of 
penny  tins  of  condensed  milk  sold,  and 
they  are  purchased  by  the  working 
classes;  and,  of  course,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  do  what  they  can  to 
preA'ent  fraud  in  this  respect,  I  would 
respectfully  submit  to  the  House  that  the 
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question  of  colouring  has  nothiiu;  to  do 
with  this  matter,  and  I  think  other  pro- 
visions should  be  made  in  this  Bill  to 
ensure  that  the  nutritious  qualities  are 
not  extracted  from  the  milk. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS -OWEN  (Mont- 
gomery) :  This  colouring  matter  in 
milk  is  attended  with  very  serious 
consequences,  because  it  deludes  the  nir- 
chaser  into  believing  that  the  milk  which 
he  or  she  is  purchasing  is  of  good  quality, 
when  it  is  as  a  matter  of  fact  im- 
poverished. It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
an  Amendment  which  ought  to  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  Government.  My  hon. 
fnend  suggested  that  milk  in  Wales  is  a 
li^ht  colour.  That  does  not  coincide 
with  my  own  experience,  which  is  that 
milk  in  Wales  is  like  milk  elsewhere. 
The  colour  depends  on  the  time  of  the 
year  and  the  nature  of  the  vegetation 
more  than  anything  else.  What  we  ask 
for  is  that  deiuers  should  be  compelled  to 
sell  milk  as  it  is,  not  as  they  would  wish 
people  to  believe  it  is.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
support  my  hon.  friend's  Amendment. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (IsUngton,  N.) :  As  I 
anderstand  it,  the  object  of  t^is  Bill  is  to 
prevent  fraud.  There  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  there  is  a  process  by  which 

inferior  milk  is  made  to  look  uke  good 
milk.  That  comes  very  suspiciously  near 
fraud.  It  does  seem  to  me  to  be  an  adul- 
teration of  milk,  and  it  is  essential  in 
great  cities  that  nothing  should  be  done 
to  milk  to  give  it  a  fictitious  quality.  I 
cannot  quite  understand  why,  if  we  are 
going  as  far  as  this  Bill  goes  now,  we 
should  be  afraid  to  go  further,  and  pro- 
tect the  consumers  of  milk  in  our  great 
cities. 

The  SOLICITOEtGENERAL  (Sir  R. 
B.  FiNLAV,  Inverness  Burghs) :  I  think 
the  attention  of  the  House  ought  to  be 
called  to  the  existing  law  on  the  subject. 
Section  6  of  the  Act  of  1875  provides 
that  any  person  who  sells  prejudicially 
to  a  purchaser  any  article  of  food  not  as 
substantially  described  is  liable  to  a  pen- 
alty of  £20.  Accordingly,  as  far  as 
condensed  milk  is  concerned,  the  man  who 
sells  it  for  good  milk  is  liable  to  a  penalty 
under  that  Act.  Section  9  of  the  same 
Act  provides  that  no  person  can  sell  any 
article  of  food  from  which  such  a  part  of 
it  has  been  abstracted  as  to  render  it  in- 
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jurious,  under  a  penalty  not  exceeding  j 
X20.  That  section  applies  to  persons  I 
selling  milk  after  a  valuable  part  of  it 
has  been  abstracted.  The  Amendment  is 
to  prevent  the  addition  of  colouring 
matter  to  milk  or  to  condensed  or  sepa- 
ated  milk.  No  one  pretends  that  in  the 
case  of  condensed  or  separated  milk  the 
addition  of  colouring  matter  does  any 
harm.  The  harm  is  done  by  the  fraud 
perpetrated  in  selling  poor  milk  as  if  it 
were  good  milk,  and  that  is  already  pro- 
vided against.  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
posal to  penalise  the  addition  of  colouring 
matter,  I  would  really  suggest  to  the 
House  that  inasmuch  as  it  has  already 
decided  by  a  large  majority  not  to  inter- 
fere with  colouring  matter  in  the  case  of 
margarine  it  would  be  a  very  questionable 
step  if  we  were  now  to  proceed  to  pena- 
lise colouring  matter  in  the  case  of  milk. 
The  strongest  argument,  to  my  mind, 
against  legislation  in  such  a  matter  is 
that  we  should  be  ovXy  touching  one  part 
of  a  large  subject.  We  cannot  pick  out 
one  particular  article  and  leave  all  the 
others  alone. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Abenleen,  S.):  The 
answer  to  the  Solicitor-General  appears  to 
me  to  be  that  confessedly  the  existing 
law  has  failed.  It  has  been  abundantly 
testified  this  evening  that  a  ^eat  quantity 
of  milk  which  is  not  nutritious  is  sold  in 
defiance  of  the  Act  of  1875.  That  is 
because  the  class  to  which  it  is  sold  is 


very  ignorant,  and  does  not  know  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law  or  how  to  enforce  it. 
This  Amendment,  however,  goes  further 
than  the  House  is  likely  to  go,  and  I 
think  that  the  first  clause  of  this  Bill  pro- 
poses a  new  remedy  which  is  more  likely 
to  be  efficacious  for  the  protection  of  the 
humbler  classes  than  the  existing  law,  and 
we  might  await  its  operation  before  we 
attempt  any  alteration  of  the  law  on  the 
general  subject  of  colouring. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
We  have  been  given  to  understand  that 
the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  protect  the 
public  generally  from  having  certain 
articles  of  food  palmed  off  on  them  as  of 
a  certain  (juality  whereas  they  are  not  of 
that  quality.  By  adding  colouring  to 
milk  the  public  are  distinctly  defrauded, 
because  they  are  led  to  believe  they  are 
buying  milk  which  is  of  a  better  quality 
than  it  is.  A  large  number  persons 
who  purchase  milk,  more  especially  in 
London,  are  ignorant  of  what  good  milk 
really  is,  and  it  is  rarely  that  poor  people 
in  London  are  able  to  buy  such  milk.  The 
dealers,  by  colouring  poor  quality  milk, 
lead  parents  to  beUeve  that  they  are 
giving  their  children  milk  of  first-class 
quality. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :  —  Ayes,  57  ; 
Noes,  238.   (Division  List,  No.  277.) 
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Dalziel,  James  Hrairy 
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Harwood,  George 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
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Tbllsrs  fob  thb  Noes— Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
AnstxQther. 


Mr.  STRACHEY:  The  Government 
not  being  ready  to  protect  temperance 
drinks,  perhaps  the^  may  be  able  to  pro- 
tect an  alcoholic  dnnk,  although  it  is  of  a 
very  mild  character.  At  the  present 
moment  a  very  large  amount  of  cider  is 
produced  in  this  coimtry  which  is  not 
made  from  the  juice  of  the  apple.  In- 
. gradients  ctf  a  thoroughly  bogus  character 
■are  used,  and  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  | 
public  that  only  cider  made  from  the 
juice  of  the  apple  should  be  allowed  to 
be  sold.  I  am  quite  ready  to  add  perry, 
and  I  agree  that  all  perry  should  be  made 
from  the  juice  of  the  pear.  Manufac- 
turers are  so  clever  nowadays  that  they 
■are  able  to  produce  cider  and  perry  from 
'Other  articles  altogether.  I  beg  to  move 
the  clause  with  the  addition  of  the  words 
"  or  perry  "  after  '*  cider,"  and  the  words,  I 
"  or  pears  "  after  "  apples." 

New  clause— 

"  It  shall  be  unlawful  to  sell  or  import  for 
I  sale  any  liquid  under  the  name  of  cider  or 
perry,  unless  the  same  be  made  from  the  juice 
•of  a^les  or  pears  only." — {Mr.  Strachey.)  j 

brought  up^  and  read  the  first  time.  | 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
-**  That  the  dause  be  read  a  second ' 
time."  ! 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE :  I  have  ' 
■:groat  pleasure  in   supporting  the  new ; 
clause  proposed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  : 
■especially  as  he  has  moved  it  in  the  form 
in  which  my  clause  appears  on  the  Paper. 
Cider  and  perry  are  most  wholesome  pro- ' 
-ducts,  and  much  better  than  voAny  foreign 
wines.   The  reason  why  we  desire  that , 
these  liquors  should  be  mentioned  in  this  | 
Bill  is  that  since  the  trade  in  them  has  in-  ; 
■creased,  as  it  has  very  considerably  within  ■ 
the  last  few  years,  it  has  been  found  I 
profitable  by  some  persons  to  produce 
liquors  which  they  call  cider  and  perry,  ' 
but  which  do  not  contain  a  single  in- 
gredient  belonging  to  apples  or  pears. ' 
About  a  hundred  years,  ago  or  rather  less,  i 
■the  demand  for  cider  ana  perry  was  very  | 
considerable  in  Devonshire,  Worcester- 1 
shire,    Gloucestershire,   and  Heref(»d- ! 
shire.   The  trade  fell  away  in  conse- 1 
■quence  of  the  malpractices   of  those 

2  U  2 


engaged  in  it,  who  adulterated  it  after 
a  fashion  of  their  ow^n,  though  not  so 
astutely  as  the  manner  now  adopted. 
Since  the  trade  has  revived  persons  have 
endeavoured  to  manufacture  soiled 
cider.  I  have  several  specimens  of  labels 
taken  from  so-called  cider  now  on  the 
market.  One  label  m  marked  "Cham- 
pagne Cider,  Superior  QoaUty."  I 
had  a  bottle  of  tnat  liquor  analysed 
by  a  gentleman  who  holds  the  position  of 
county  analyst  in  my  neighbourhood.  He 
reported  to  the  effect  that  there  was  not 
a  trace  of  apple  juice  in  it,  but  that  a  cer- 
tain flavour  of  fruit  given  to  it  was  pro- 
duced by  a  drug  which  I  am  informed  has 
a  very  deleterious  effect  on  the  heart.  I 
notice  that  people  drop  off  very  often 
from  failure  of  the  heart's  action,  and  I 
am  inclined  to  think  it  is  because  of  the 
adulterated  things  they  drink.  I  have 
another  label  ma^ed  "Puris  Champagne 
Cider,  Protected  by  Registration  ;  Highest 
Awards,  London,  Newcastle,  1887."  The 
analyst  also  examined  that  champagne 
cider  and  reported  that  it  had  never  seen 
an  apple  and  that  it  was  flavoured  with 
acid,  sugar,  and  honey.  It  is  quite  clear 
that  a  great  many  people  are  injured  by 
this  system  of  adulteration.  The  con- 
sumers themselves  are  injured  in  their 
health,  whereas  if  they  drank  the  genuine 
article  it  would  benefit  them.  They  aho 
get  an  extremely  erroneous  idea  as  to 
what  good  cider  and  perry  ought  to  be, 
and  if  one  gave  them  a  glass  of  the 
genuine  article  they  would  declare  it  was 
not  cider  at  all.  That  is  injurious  to  the 
producer  and  gives  a  false  impression  of 
what  cider  really  is.  For  these  reasons  I 
beg  to  support  the  new  clause,  and  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that  the  Government  will 
took  with  increasing  interest  on  this  great 
and  growing  industry.  In  the  South- 
AVestem  and  Midland  Counties  and  also 
in  Kent  and  Norfolk  it  is  becoming  a  great 
industry.  It  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  onlv 
agricultural  interest  now  left  in  this 
country  which  is  capable  of  indefinite 
expansion,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  protected 
in  a  legitimate  way. 

*Mr.  long  :  We  are  all  anxious  that 
every  reasonable  facility  should  be  gi-^en 
for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  cider  and 
perry.   I  beg  to  point  out  to  the  hon. 
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Member  for  South  Somerset  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hereford  that  they  hardly 
realise  the  full  extent  to  which  the 
clause  asked  the  House  to  go : 

"  It  shall  be  unla^vful  to  sell,  or  import  for 
sale,  any  liquid  ander  the  name  of  cider  or 
perry,  unless  the  same  be  made  from  the  juice 
of  pears  and  applea  only." 

The  existing  law  in  regard  to  adultera- 
tion is  sufficient,  I  am  advised,  to  prevent 
.  anyone  selling  cider  or  perry  as  such  if  it 
were  only  made  from  sugar  and  water 
and  chemical  compounds.  "We  have 
certainly  not  sufficient  knowledge  as  to 
the  conditions  governing  the  manufacture 
of  these  beverages  to  justify  us  in 
adopting  a  clause  of  this  kind.  I  would 
remind  the  House  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee which  inquired  into  the  operation 
of  the  Adulteration  Acts  for  four  years 
did  not  embrace  this  subject  within  the 
scope  of  their  inquiry.  We  have  no 
definite  information  on  the  point,  and  we 
heard  nothing  of  it  until  this  proposed 
clause  appeared  on  the  Paper.  In  these 
circumstances,  I  hope  my  hon.  friends 
will  be  satisfied  with  having  I'aised  the 
subject. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
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♦Me.  CHANNING  :  The  clause  I  have 
put  on  the  Paper  raises,  not  the  question 
of  fraud,  but  a  question  of  great  import- 
ance, the  question  of  public  nealth.  It  is 
notorious  to  all  who  have  gone  into 
this  subject  that  the  use  of  anti- 
septics and  preservatives,  in  order  to 
enable  food  to  be  kept  for  a  time, 
much  longer  than  its  nature  permits,  has 
grown  to  enormous  proportions  within 
Hie  last  few  years.  The  ordinary  pro- 
cesses of  preservation  by  heat  and  by 
cold,  which  are  perfectly  innocuous  and 
safe,  are  practically  being  neglected  in  a 
great  many  cases,  and  drugs  are  being 
used  insteaid.  I  am  bound  to  bring  this 
subject  before  the  Committee,  because  of 
the  absence  of  any  adequate  restrictions  on 
the  use  of  drugs  in  preserving  food.  Food 
is  placed  daily  on  our  tables  full  of 
preservatives.  Our  milk  and  cream  and 
butter  is  full  of  boracic  acid,  our  bacon  is 
curea  in  it ;  our  jam  is  full  of  salicylic 
acid,  while  fish  are  also  now  soaked 
with  preservatives.  And,  further,  in  this 
way  we  may  be  dosed  ten  or  a  hundred- 
fold beyond  the  amount  which  science 
would  pay  was  safe  for  human  con- 

Mr.  Ltrntj. 


sumption.  The  use  of  preservatives  is 
being  regulated  entirely  in  the  interests- 
of  those  who  manufacture  or  dispose  of 
these  food  products,  not  in  any  sense  in  a 
scientific  manner.  This  question  has- 
been  repeatedly  brought  before  the 
attention  of  the  public  throi^h  great 
scientific  gatherings.  A  very  important 
inquiry  was  undertaken  by  the  Lancet 
in  1897.  The  special  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion on  this  question  initiated  by  the 
Lancet  not  only  demonstrated  the  ex- 
tensive use  of  boracic  acid  and  salicylic 
acid,  formaUn,  and  other  antiseptics,  but 
also  elicited  most  important  opinions- 
from  the  leading  medical  experts  of  the 
day.  And  the  opinion  of  the  medical 
authorities  is  uniformly  in  favour  of  some 
such  dause  as  I  propose.  Sir  Henry 
Thompson  expressed  the  strongest  objec- 
tion to  the  dietetic  use  of  any  drugs 
whatsoever.  Br.  Allen  said  that  what- 
ever antiseptic  may  be  used,  if  it  is  strong 
enough  to  preserve  by  checking  various- 
processes  of  decomposition  brought  about 
by  bacteria,  would  also  be  strong  enough  to- 
check  the  digestive  processes  which  w^ere 
helped  by  beneficial  organisms.  Dr.  Sims- 
Woodhead,  another  great  authority,  spoke 
very  strongly  as  to  uie  danger  of  the  use 
of  antiseptics,  especially  as  regards  the 
digestibility  of  food,  and  he  thought  that 
until  the  scientific  aspect  of  the  restriction 
of  the  use  of  preservatives  in  food  pro- 
ducts had  been  thoroughly  worked  out, 
it  should  certainly  be  made  illegal  to- 
use  them."  At  the  Congress  of  Sanitary 
Science  and  Preventive  Medicine  held  in 
Birmingham,  in  1898,  the  President,  Dr. 
Alfred  Hill,  in  an  exhaustive  address  on 
this  subject,  said  that  by  the  manner  in 
which  milk  and  cream  and  many  other 
articles  of  feed  are  being  doctored  in 
this  way,  consumers  are  being  subjected 
to  experiments  on  their  constitutions  by 
those  who  have  no  knowlec^eof  the  matter 
whatever,  and  that  these  experiments 
involve  very  serious  risks.  The  purveyors 
of  food  have  the  most  indefinite  notions 
of  what  is  required.  One  man  will  add 
18  grains  of  boric  acid  to  a  pound  of 
butter,  the  next  man  will  add  80  grains. 
Another  danger  is  that  antiseptics  are  not 
only  used  by  the  first  producers  and  by 
importers,  but  also  by  retailers.  One 
case  was  given  of  very  serious  results 
happening  to  a  fomily  from  eating  blanc- 
mange which  had  heea  firat  adultoated  by 
the  manufacturer,  and  then  another  dose 
added  by  the  servants  in  the  bouse* 
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'**From  this  point  of  view,"  aays  Dr.  Hill, 
*'  I  can  only  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  use  of  chemical  preservatives  ought 
io  be  prohibited  altogether."  One  gentle- 
jnan  who  made  inquiry  for  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society  illustrated  the 
■absurdity  of  allowing  the  free  use  of 
these  antiseptics  by  sajnng  that  one 
part  of  boracic  acid  added  to  3,200 
parts  of  milk  or  cream  was  quite  suffi- 
-cient  to  preserve  the  milk  or  cream, 
but  that  a  solution  of  boracic  acid 
amounting  to  one  ounce  in  two  gallons  is 
■actually  in  frequent  use,  while  to  hide 
the  bitter  taste  of  the  antiseptic  glycerine 
•or  gelatine  is  added.  In  acme  of  the 
Ameri<»n  States,  in  France,  in  Den- 
mark, Belgium,  and  in  Germany  it  has 
been  decided  to  absolutely  prohibit  the 
use  of  preservatives  altogether,  because 
of  the  administrative  difficulty  of  deciding 
by  law  or  regulation  the  proportion  of 
these  preservatives  which  might  be  made 
use  of  in  food.  In  France  they  have 
recently  prohibited  the  importation  of 
American  bacon  which  is  largely  doctored 
by  boracic  acid.  I  have  no  doubt  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  WX  will 
reply  to  me  that  he  has  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  deal  with  this  question.  Well, 
if  he  does,  I  will  put  to  him  the 
same  inquiry  in  reganl  to  that  Com- 
mittee which  I  put,  too  late,   in  re- 

fard  to  the  ct^ouring  of  margarine, 
would  like  to  know  whether  we  may 
look  to  the  Committee  to  determine 
whether  preservatives  should  be  used  at 
all,  or  merely  to  lay  down  what  is  a 
Safe  proportion  d  these  drugs  and 
preserratiTes  which  may  be  allowed  in 
food,  and  whether  the  Government 
'Will  be  prepared  to  give  elfect  to  their 
recommendations  b^  legislation  or  by 
Order  in  Council  during  the  ensuing  year. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  more  this  ques- 
tion is  studied  of  the  introduction  into 
the  human  system  of  these  drugs  in  small 
quantities  hour  by  hour,  and  day  by  day, 
the  more  it  will  be  seen  how  important 
it  is  that  some  such  proposal  aa  I  have 
made  should  be  adopted. 

New  clause — 

'*  It  shall  be  unlawful  to  sell  or  import  for 
■sale  any_  mai^rine,  butter,  milk,  cream,  or 
bacon  with  which  boracic  acid,  dalicylic  acid, 
formalin,  bisnlpliite  of  lime,  or  other  preserva- 
tive, excepting  wit,  has  been  mixed.**— (Jfr. 
Channittff.) 

i)rought  up  and  read  the  first  time, 


Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

*Mb.  long  :  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  question  raised  by  the  proposed 
new  clause  is  one  of  the  very  greatest 
importance  in  this  sense — that  the  use  of 
these  preservatives  can  very  easily  be 
abused,  and  the  results  of  that  abuse 
might  be  most  injurious  to  hiunan  health. 
But,  unfortunately,  we  have  not  had,  up 
to  the  present,  knowledge  as  to  the  ^ect 
of  the  use  of  these  preservatives  which 
would  enable  us,  if  necessaiy,  to  put  the 
existing  law  into  force.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man Has  asked  me  what  is  the 
object  of  the  Committee  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  recently 
appointed.  The  object  is  to  examine 
precisely  those  questions  to  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred,  namely 
the  use  of  these  preservatives  and  colour- 
ing matters,  and  whether  that  use  to  any 
excessive  extent  becomes  injurious  to 
health,  and  whether  their  use  to  a  limited 
extent  is  not  necessarily  injurious  to 
health.  We  hope  that  that  inquiiy,  which 
has  already  commenced,  will  result  in 
getting  some  definite  information  with 
regard  to  this  matter.  If  we  are  able  to 
lay  down  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the 
health  officers  of  the  country  there  will 
be  no  need  for  issuing  an  Order  in 
Council  or  for  fresh  legislation.  The 
existing  law  would  be  sufficient.  If  the 
preservatives  are  not  injurious  to  health, 
then  I  do  not  think  the  House  would 
agree  for  one  instant  to  prohibit  their  use 
for  a  proper  purpose. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  What 
is  the  character  of  the  Committee  f 

Mr,  long  :  The  Committee  is  com- 
posed of  scientific  experts,  and  the  names 
have  already  appeared  in  Tke  Times. 

Mr.  LOUGH:   Not   in   the  other 

papers  ? 

*Mr,  long  :  I  cannot  say.  No  doubt 
they  have  appeared  in  the  other  papers, 
but  as  it  happens  The  Times  is  the  only 
paper  in  which  I  have  seen  them,  and 
therefore  I  mentioned  it. 

Mr.  lough  :  I  only  wanted  to  know 
for  my  own  information. 
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*Mr.  long-  :  The  Chairman  is  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Wig- 
toiuhire,  and  there  are  two  medical 
officers  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Board, 
including  Professor  Thorpe,  if  I  re: 
member  rightly.  I  think  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  admit  that  the  Committee  is 
one  to  whose  deliberations  and  conclusions 
the  greatest  possible  weight  will  be 
attached  and  the  reference  is  one  which 
will  bring  ipto  the  inquiry  all  those  diffi- 
culties to  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
referred  in  his  speech.  I  gathered  from 
the  remarks  he  made  that  all  he  wanted 
was  to  raise  a  discussion  and  to  elicit 
further  information  as  to  the  appointment 
of  this  Committee,  and  the  work  it  is 
intended  to  do,  rather  than  to  ask  the 
House  to  vote  on  his  Amendment.  I 
think  it  would  be  extremely  improper  to 
include  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  a  prohi- 
Intion  of  this  kind,  which  is  unnecessary, 
if  these  articles  are  injurious  to  health, 
and  which  ought  not  to  be  put  on  the 
Statute  Book,  if  these  articles  are  harm- 
less. If  the  Keport  of  the  Committee 
shows  that  these  preaeiTatives  ought  not 
to  be  used)  and  cannot  lie  used  without 
injury  to  health,  then  the  law  of  the  land 
is  already  amply  sufficient. 

Mr.  STRACHEY  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  going  to  place  himseS  in  the 
hands  of  these  experts  % 

*Mr.  long  :  The  carrying  out  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  does  not  rest  with  me 
or  with  any  Minister  of  the  Crown ;  it 
rests  with  the  local  authority. 

Mr.  STRACHEY :  Quite  so ;  that  is 
the  point.  We  are  told  that  the  object 
of  tms  Hll  is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  to  have  a  roving  commission  in 
order  to  see  that  the  local  authorities  are 
doing  their  duty.  That  being  the  case, 
is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  going  to 
pledge  himself  to  the  views  of  this  Com- 
mittee ?  Is  he  satisfied  that  fifty  or  sixty 
grains  of  boracic  acid  in  a  gallon  of  milk 
IS  safe  %  No  doctor  would  convince  me 
that  that  is  a  desirable  or  right  thing. 
Now,  boracic  acid  is  used  as  a  medicine  in 
certain  diseases,  and  if  a  man  takes  butter, 
milk,  margarine,  fish,  or  any  kind  of 
food  whidi  has  been  preservM  with  I 
boracic  acid,  he  is  not  only  taking  a  much  i 
larger  quantity  than  fifty  or  sixty  grains 
<rf  boracic  acid  a  day,  but  he  gets , 
saturated  wiUi  it.   The  consequence  is, 


that  the  boracic  acid  medically  prescribed 
would  have  no  eifect  upon  him,  Uke  a  man 
who  is  saturate  with  alcohol.  The  right- 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  this  Amend- 
ment was  only  meant  to  raise  a  discussion. 
Is  he  ready  to  sar  a  little  later  on  that  be 
will  accept  the  Amendment  dL  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Caithness,  which 
provides  that  every  man  should  know 
exactly  what  he  is  buying  and  that  the 
amount  of  preservative  used  per  pound  or 
per  gallon  should  be  stated  1  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  refused  to  accept  the 
Amendment  upstairs;  is  he  ready  to- 
accept  it  now  ? 


Sir  WALTER  FOSTER:  This  is  an 
exceeding  discouraging  discussion,  as  it 
suggests,  immediately  before  the  dinner 
hour,  that  the  food  we  are  about  to  par- 
take of  may  be  overdosed  with  these 
preservatives.  Seriously,  I  do  not  think 
that  we  can  quite  follow  the  example 
of  other  countries  in  this  matter,  as 
England  is  a  much  larger  importer  of 
food  than  these  are,  and  some  of  the 
foods  must  necessarily  be  preserved  in 
order  to  reach  this  country.  I  quite  agree 
with  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East 
NorthMtiptonshire  aa  to  the  importance  of 
this  question,  and  I  also  agree  with  the- 
mint  in  which  he  raised  it  We  have  on 
the  Departmental  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  subject  a  Member  of  this  ■ 
House,  in  whose  general  ability  we  have 
great  confidence.  We  have  also  the  most 
distinguished  chemist  of  the  time,  and  one 
of  the  leading  officials  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  a  medical  man  to  assist 
him.  We  have  therefore,  all  the  elements 
necessary  for  arriving  at  a  sound  con- 
clusion, and  when  that  conclusion  is 
arrived  at,  I  have  no  doubt  the  operation 
of  the  ordinary  law  will  restrict  the  use 
of  these  preservatives.  No  one  can  speak 
dogmatically  on  the  use  of  these  preserva- 
tives, for  it  is  a  question  which  science 
has  not  yet  solved.  Therefore,  I  think 
that  to  persevere  with  this  new  clause  at 
the  present  time  is  unnecessary,  in  view 
of  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Somerset  haspointed  out  to  us  all  the* 
horrors  which  may  arise  bom  the  exces- 
sive use  of  these  preserradves,  and  he 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  hejHo- 
poaes  to  accept  the  verdict  of  the  Com- 
mittee before  the  Committee  has  hardly 
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met.  A  more  extraordinary  question  to 
a  Minister  I  have  never  heard,  and  I 
think  my  hon.  friend's  zeal  outruns  his 
discretion.  I  would  point  out  that  my  hon. 
friend's  demand  is  unreasonable,  especially 
as  the  mover  of  the  Amendment  is  satis- 
fied with  the  explanation  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
The  proposed  clause  would  prohibit  the 
use  of  every  preservative  except  salt. 
Surely  it  is  not  proposed  to  prohibit  ice. 
I  beueve  it  would  be  an  enormous  mis- 
take to  enter  into  these  terrifying  details, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  best  to  withdraw 
the  clause  and  leave  the  country  under 
the  impulse  of  the  horror  created  by  this 
Debate,  which  I  think  will  send  a  thrill 
thoughout  the  country  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. As  it  is,  I  am  afraid  to  go  to 
dinner. 

Dr  CLARK :  I  hope  my  hon.  friend 
will  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  wait  until  we  see  the 
Report  of  the  Committee.  Then,  if  the 
Committee  report  on  the  lines  that  my 
hon.  friend  thinks,  no  change  will  be  re- 
quired in  the  present  law.  ^e  only  diffi- 
culty at  the  present  time  is  that  there  is 
a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
bcnacic  acid  is  more  harmful  than  salt.  A 
laige  number  of  medical  men  will  tell  you 
that  they  are  equally  harmful  and  equally 
harmless,  but  I  take  it  this  Committee 
will  try  and  gather  a  concensus  oi  opinion 
on  the  subject,  and  after  it  has  been 
thoroughly  thrashed  out  in  Committee, 
we  shall  have  one  medical  man  giving  his 
opinion  to  the  magistrates  that  a  certain 
presOTvative  is  injurious,  and  another 
medical  man  saying  that  he  believes  it  is 
perfectly  innocuous. 

Mr.  CHAINING:  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  pro- 
poses, under  Clause  4  of  this  Bill,  to 
make  regulations  dealing  with  the  quan- 
tity of  preservatives  that  may  be  added, 
before  or  after  this  Committee  has  re- 
ported? 

*Mr.  long  :  I  could  not  make  any 
radiation  as  to  the  quanti^  of  preserva- 
tiTes  until  we  have  the  Report  of  l^e 
Committee  before  us. 

Motion  and  Clause,  by  leave,  wiUi- 
drawn. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill  — 

"in  page  1, line  5,after  the word'Kingdoin,' 
to  insert  the  words '  for  conBtunption  therein.' " 
— [Afr.  Lmgh.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  lough  moved  to  insert  at  the 
beginning  of  Clause  1  the  words  "  butter 
and  cheese."  The  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment was  to  widen  the  scope  of  the  Bill. 
A  great  deal  of  bad  butter  was  imported 
into  this  country,  and  bad  cheese  other 
than  margarine,  and  he  submitted  that 
equal  information  should  be  given  with 
regard  to  this  trade. 

Amemlment  proposed — 

"  In  iM^e  1,  line  7,  before  the  word  '  mar- 
garine, to  inttert  the  words  '  butter  and 
cheese.'  "—(Mr.Lovgh.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  will  not  press  the  Amendment  to 
a  Division.  I  cannot  understand  the 
introduction  of  good  butter  and  cheese 
into  the  list  of  questionable  articles  as  to 
which  Uie  clause  provides  precautions. 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL  said  he 
thought  this  Amendment  would  haveamost 
serious  effect,  and  he  was  much  surprised 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Islington 
should  recommend  it.  If  Danish  butter 
were  marked  it  would  be  impossible  to 
sell  English  butter.  People  bought  Dan- 
ish butter  because  they  preferred  it  to  any 
other  butter,  and  until  the  English 
fanners  made  English  butter  equal  to 
Danish  the  large  importation  of  Danish 
would  continue.  To  place  butter  in  the 
same  category  as  margarine  would  be  a 
very  great  mistake,  ana  he  was  very  glad, 
therefore,  that  the  Grovemment  refuwdto 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  COLVILLE  moved  the  omission 
of  "margarine  cheese  "from  the  articles 
as  to  which  the  restriction  was  provided. 
He  pointed  out  that  skimmed  milk 
cheese  and  other  kind?  of  cheese  were  not 
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included,  and  therefore  submitted  that  the 
words  "  margarine  cheese  "  should  be  left 
out. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  7,  to  leave  ont  the  words 
or  margarine  cheese.*  "—{Mr.  Colmlle.) 

Qaestion  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  or  margarine  oneese '  stand  part  of  the 
Bill" 

SiK  R.  B.  FINLAY :  I  hope  this 
Amendment  will  be  withdrawn.  I  can 
see  no  reason  for  leaving  the  importation 
of  this  ardole  unrestricted. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton)  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  withdraw  his 
Amendment.  This  was  another  example 
of  the  Ticious  system  of  legislation  which 


selected  a  few  articles  and  proceeded  to 
deal  with  them  in  a  fragmentary  and  ineffi- 
cient manner.  The  Solicitor-General 
had  said  that  there  was  no  reason  for  this 
Amendment.  If  he  dealt  with  milk  pn> 
ducts,  why  did  he  not  take  the  matter  all 
round  ?  They  were  advancing  one  step 
deeper  into  the  quagmire  into  which  they 
had  drifted  when  uie  House  passed  the 
Margarine  Act. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  GROSS  said  he 
hoped  the  Amendment  would  not  be 

pressed.  He  could  not  understand  how, 
in  the  interests  of  legislation  for  preventing 
fraud  by  margarine-filled  cheese,  the 
Amendment  comd  be  supported. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  157;  Noes, 
19.   (Division  List,  No.  278.) 


Abraham,  Wm.  {Cork,  N.  E.) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baird,  John  George  Aloxamler 
Balfonr,Rt  Hon  A  J  (Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.G.W.(LeedB) 
Bamoa,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plonket 
Batl)arBt,Hon.AllenBenjamin 
Beach,  RtHonSirM  H-(Bri8tol) 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faitlifoll 
Beinroee,  Sir  Henrv  Howe 
Bhownaggree,  SirM.  M. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Boostield,  William  Robert 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bums,  John 
Bart,  Thomas 

Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derby8h.) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G  W. 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.(  Birm. 
Chamberlaui,J  AustenfWorc'r 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.  (Caithnens-sh.) 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Btfojamin  Louis 
CoIlinKs,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.W.Radcliffe(Herefd 
C  immllis,  FiennesStanleyW 
Craubome,  Viscmnt 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Carzon,  Visoount 
Davis,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 

Mr.  CdvUle. 


AYES. 

Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poyndcr,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingheld- 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Donktn,  Richard  Sim 
Doogan,  P.  0. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Ru  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Druckor,  A. 

DuDoombe,  Hon.  Hubrat  V. 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwd. 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Field,  Admiral  (E^astboume) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Haj-es 
FitzGeratd,  Sir  R.  Penrose- 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  iSuffoIk) 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Fry,  Lewis 
Garftt,  William 
Gibbonf,  J.  Lloyd 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
(.ioldsworthy,  Major-General 
(iordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbory) 
Gall,  Sir  Cameron 
Hanbory.Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Helder,  Auguxtus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
HUl,SirEdwanl  Stock  (Bristol) 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hudson,  George  Bickenteth 
Jebb,  RichanTClaverboute 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Joues 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  DavidBrynmor(Swans. 


Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  'William 
Keswick,  William 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Llewellyn,Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,  SirDilhvyn- (Swans. 
Lloyd-Geurge,  David 
Long,Rt.  Hon.  Walter  (Liverp'l 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
Macartnev,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maclver  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  Jolm  WiUiaiii 
M'Derniott,  Patrick 
M'Killop,  James 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Middlemora,Jno.Throgiuorton 
More.  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Wuter 
Morton, Arthur  HA  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Corentrj) 
O'Malfey.  WiUiam 
Parkes,  Ebeneser 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Penn,  John 
Picksrd,  Bemamin. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Purvis,  Robert 
Kandell,  David 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,  RtHon.  SirM.  W. 
Rttcbie.Rt.Hon.Ch8.Tboiiwon) 
Ruflsell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
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WodehonBe,Rt  Hn.E.R.(Bat]i) 
Wriehteon,  Thomas 
WyUe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Geoixe 
Young,  Commanaer(Berk8,E.) 
Yoxatl,  James  Henry 


Samuel,  J.  (Stock  ton -OD-Tees) 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Sidelmttom^T.  Harrop(Stalybr. 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysii.) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanca.) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sallivan,  Dona]  (Westmeath) 
TbomaB,  David  A.  (Merthyri 
Thorbnni,  Walter 


Caldwell,  James 

Cloagh.  Walter  Owen 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Duckworth,  Jantes 

Evans,  Samuel  T.(Glamorgan) 

-Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Leng,  Sir  John 

heaij,  Thomas  Blcbmond 


Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Phillips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,Lieut.-Col.C.E.  (Kent) 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Joe.  Powell-(Birm.) 
WUroo,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wil8on,J.W.(Worce8terBh.N.) 
AVilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 

NOES. 

Lough,  Thomas 
Moi^aa.W  Pritchard(MBrthyr 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,W.) 
Picker^gill,  Edward  Hare 
Price,  iSibert  John 
Prorand.  Andrew  Drybnrgh 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Sbaw,  Cbarles  &  (Stafford) 


Tbllebs  fob  the  Ayes— 
Sir  WilUun  Walrond  ajul 
Mr.  Anstmther. 


Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfarsli. ) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Weift  James  Galloway 
WUiianis,  John  Carven(Notts) 

Tellers  roB  the  Nobs— 
Mr.  Culrille  and  Sir  Charley 


^  Mft.  CALD\VELL  (Lanark,  Mid.): 
I  rise  to  move,  aa  an  Amendment  to 
Clause  1,  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the 
words  "or  impoverished."  Obviously 
these  words  are  not  applicable  to  butter  ; 
there  is  no  such  thing  known  to  law  as 
impoTerished  butter. 

Ma  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
heg  to  call  your  attention,  Sir,  to  the  facts 
that  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  is 
not  in  the  House,  and  there  are  not  forty 
3Iembers  present. 

»Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  recently  ascer- 
tained that  there  were  forty  Members  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  It  is  impossible 
for  there  to  be  impoverished  butter. 
There  might  be  impoverished  milk,  but 
you  cannot  impoverish  butter  without 
destroying  its  character.  If  you  make 
the  butter  from  inferior  milk  you  may 
have  a  less  quantity  of  butter,  but  the 
constituents  will  be  the  same.  It  is  the 
■quantity,  not  the  quality,  that  will  be 
affected.  Observe  now  the  words  are 
brought  in  here.  They  are  brought  in 
in  a  section  which  obviously  appGes  to 
imported  articles.  You  do  not  find  the 
word  "impoverished"  in  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  detding  with  articles 
manufactm^  in  this  country.  "AdtU^ 
teration  "  is  referred  to  in  Sub-section  7, 
And  is  held  to  apply  to  any  article  if  it 
has  been  "  mixed  with  any  other  substance 
or  if  any  part  of  it  has  been  extracted 
so  as  injuriously  to  affect  its  quality, 
substance,  or  mixture."  "Impoverished 
ijutter"    could   not    mean  anything 


added ;  at  any  rate,  that  woidd  bo 
adulterated  butter,  while  if  you  take  out 
any  substance  it  is  butter  no  longer.  It 
is  the  same  as  if  you  take  hydrogen  or 
oxygen  out  of  water.  These  words  are 
not  needed  at  all ;  the  word  "  adulter- 
ated "  is  quite  sufficient.  It  is  always  an 
injudicious  thing  in  Acts  of  Parliament 
to  begin  a  new  definition  of  an  offenca 
We  know  what  "  adulteration "  means, 
and  it  can  be  made  to  apply  to  every 
offence  that  is  covered  here. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pace  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  or  impoverished.' " — (Jfr.  Qtldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  or  impoverished '  stand  part  of  the 
Bill" 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  If  the  hon. 
Grentleman  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Committee  he  would  have  dis- 
covered what  was  news  to  many  of  us, 
but  a  fact,  nevertheless,  that  there  were 
methods  of  treating  butter  which  could 
only  be  met  by  the  term  "impoverished." 
The  word  "adulteration"  is  not  suffi- 
cient >- 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  Why  not— as  in 
Sub-section  7  t 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  The  word 
"  adulteration  "  is  not  sufficient.  It  is  one 
thing  to  add  one  article  to  another  and 
so  adulterate,  but  it  is  an  even  worse 
offence  to  abstract  from  an  article  one  of 
its  valuable  qualities,  andsell  the  article  as  if 
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nothing  had  been  extracted  from  it.  The 
words  are  absolutely  eseential,  and  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  waste  time  in  discuss- 
ing the  question. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  I  served 
on  the  Gtand  Committee  as  constantly  as 
any  man  here,  and  I  confess  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  me  to  conceive  what 
impoveridied  butter  is.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  said  there  were  methods  described 
of  treating  butter  by  abstracting  valuable 
qualities  from  it.  I  never  heard  anything 
of  a  method  by  which  a  valuable  quality 
of  the  butter  was  extracted,  but  we 
did  have  evidence  as  to  a  method 
b^  which  the  acid  constituting  the  ran- 
cidity was  washed  out  and  the  butter 
purified.  That  certainly  was  not  im- 
poverishment. This  is  a  very  important 
clause,  and  will  probably  give  rise  to 
Htigation  as  to  what  its  meaning  is.  It 
is  a  clause  under  which  a  cargo  of  butter 
might  be  stopped.  Adulterated  butter  is 
a  very  proper  thing  to  stop ;  impoverished 
butter  might  be  if  we  knew,  what  it  was, 
and  I  confess  I  do  not  know  what  it  is. 
The  words  appear  to  me  to  be  absolutely 
unintelligible,  and  I  cannot  conceive  why 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  refuses  to  con- 
sider an  Amendment  so  reasonable  as  that 
of  my  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  The  most  important 
question  to  consider  in  connection  with 


this  Amendment  is  whether  we  are  to- 
raise  all  these  small  issues.  If  so,  we 
shall  not  get  the  Bill  through  at  all.  It 
is  an  unquestionable  fact  that  butter  can 
be  impoverished ;  we  had  evidence  of  it 
before  the  Committee,  and  the  Govern- 
ment are  perfectly  right  in  saf^fuardiiu;. 
themselves  against  this  new  form  of  aduf 
teration  by  introducing  the  word  "im- 
poverished." Only  tne  other  day  I 
received  a  circular  of  some  company  that 
is  going  to  deal  with  butter  which  has 
lost  some  of  its  essentials.  Why  should 
not  that  be  dealt  with  just  as  much  as 
adulteration?  This  word  "impoverish" 
will  bo  most  fitting  for  dealing  with  that 
system.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
not  delete  the  words,  and  that  my  hon.. 
friend  will  not  persist  in  raising  small 
matters  like  this,  because  I  am  sure  we 
all  desire  the  Bill,  which  is  a  very  useful 
one,  to  pass. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil)t 
We  have  been  told  that  this  matter  wa* 
thoroughly  discussed  in  Committee.  But 
now  that  the  Bill  has  come  back  to  this 
House  we  are  entitled  to  consider  the 
whole  matter,  and  I  think  before  we  pro- 
ceed we  ought  to  have  some  answer  as 
to  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  impoverish." 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  162  ;  Noes^ 
24.   (Division  List,  No.  279.) 


Abraham,  W.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Baird,  John  Geoi^e  Alexander 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Danbar  Plunket 
Bathnrst,Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Begg,  Ferdinand  FaitlifuU 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bhowna«gree.  Sir  M.  M. 
BUlsoD,  Alfred 
Boua6eld,  William  Robert 
Broadhnrat,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
firookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bryce,  Kc.  Hon.  James 
Boms,  John 

Cavendish,  V.C.W.{Derbv8h.) 
Chaloner.  Captain  K.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon  J.  (Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clwk,  Dr.CJ.B.  (Caithness-sh.) 
Coghill,  Douglas  Han^ 
Cofien,  Benjamin  Lonis 

Mr.  T.  ir.  Russell 


AYES. 

Ceilings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Cornwallis,  FienneeStanley  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  B. 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Cro8fw,  Alexander 
Cubit^  Hon.  Henry 
Cuiran,  Thomas  B.  (Don^l) 
Cnrzon,  ViBCount 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Doughty,  Geoise 
Douglas,  Kt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Drucker,  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dancombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
£van8,Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fardell.SirT.  Geoi^e 
Fellowes.  Hon.  Ailywyn  Edw. 
Fenwiok,  Charles 


Field,  Admiral  (Eastboome) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Kobtl  Penrose- 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Snffolk) 
Foster,  SirWalter{DerbyCo.k 
Fry,  Lewis 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goldaworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goechen,  KtHnGJ.(StGeorge'B- 
Grav,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gurdon.SirWilliam  Brampton 
Hanbu^,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Holder,  Augustas 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hill  Sir  Edward  Stock  (Bristol 
Hudson,  UeorttoKckenteth 
Jebb,  HichanfChrerhoafea 
Jeffir^  Arthar  FMerick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jtmea 
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JohnstoDe,  Heyvrood  (Sunsex) 
J  one8,I)avid  Bmimor(8wanHea 
JoDe8,  \Vm.  (CJamarvonshire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E- 
Kenyon.Slftnev,  Col.  William 
Kefiwick,  Willtam 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lafone,  Alfred 
LawBon,  John  Urant  (Yorks.) 
Llewelljn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset 
Lle\velyn,SirDilhvyn-{SwanK. ) 
Long,  Kt.  Hon.  (Livorpool 
Lowe,  FronciH  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
Macartney,  W.  C;.  Ellison 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
MacNeill,  John  (iordon  Swift 
M'Dennoct,  Patrick 
M'Killop,  James 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgniorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  Gewge  Herbert 
Morton,  \.W.  A,  (Deptford) 


Burt,  Tliomas 

Cameron,  Robf^rt  (Darham) 

Clougn,  Walter  Owen 

Colville,  John 

(ioddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Langley,  Batty 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 

Lough,  Thomas 


{18  July  1899} 

Murray,  KtHnAGraharo  (Bute  j 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray.  Col.  Wynrfham(Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pea^e,  HerbertP.  (Darlington) 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Pickard,  Benianiin 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Purvis.  Robert 
Randell,  David 
Kaiikin,  Sir  Jame» 
Rentoul.  Jamer  Alexamler 
Richards,  Henrj'  Cliarl  en 
Rickett.  J.  Conipton 
Ridley.Rt.Hn.SirMatthew  W. 
Ritchie,Kt.  Hn.Cha».Thomson 
Kuiwell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherftn^,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Slianie.  William  Edward  T.  \ 
SidebottoHi,T.  Harrop  (Stolyb. 
Sidebottom,WilIiam(I>erbysh.  I 

NOES. 

Morgan,W  PritehardjHerthyr 
PickerHuill,  Edward  Hare 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybnivh 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Sha\t  ,  Charles  £.  (Stafford) 
Sinrlair,  Capt.  John  (Forfarsh. 
Souttar,  Romneon 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
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Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Stanley,  LK>rd  (Lanes.) 
Steadman,  William  Charleji 
Stock.  Jaines  Henry 
Stramw,  Arthur 
Stuart,  James  (Sborediteh) 
Suttierland,  Sir  Thomas 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToinUn8on,Wm.  Edw.  Murray- 
Ttevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Trittoii,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viswount 
Wanle,  Lieut. -CoI.C.E,(Kent) 
Wentworth,  Bnise  0.  Vernon- 
Williams,  Colonel,  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell  (Birm.) 
Wilpon.Jolm  (Falkirk) 
Wilson.  J.  W.(Woif  est  ersh.N. 
Wodehouse.Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath): 
WriiihbHon,  Thomas 
'U^'lie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Ueorge 
Young.  Commander(Berkp,E.) 
Tellkrs  for  the  Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and. 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr)* 
I' re,  Alexander 
Weir,  James  tiallowav 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.)t 
Yoxall,  James  Uemy 

Teixers  fob  the  Nobs— 
Mr.  Caldwell  and  Sir 
Churles  Cameron. 


Dr.  CLAEK  :  In  regard  to  the  ques-  . 
tion  of  skimmed  milk,  the  Camberwell  j 
Vestry  have  taken  the  matter  up,  and  i 
they  nave  memorialised  the  Local  Govern- 
ment  Board  in  regard  to  this  matter.  ! 
This  Vestry  has  sent  out  information  to  ■ 
nearly  all  the  members  of  the  local  boards,  { 
town  councils,  district  oounciK  and  the  i 
principal  corporations  of  England.    They  i 
point  out  that  when  the  word  "separ- 
ated" is  used  in  connection  with  con- 
densed milk,  it  is  generally  understood 
that  the  water  has  been  taken  away  from 
the  milk,  but  it  is  not  the  taking  away  of 
the  water  that  does  the  harm.  Separated 
milk  is  the  very  worst  form  of  milk. 
Skimmed  milk  is  not  bad  at  all,  because 
you  cannot  take  away  all  the  cream,  but 
when  the  milk  passes  through  a  hydraulic 
separator  you  can  remove  all  the  oream. 
By  this  process  you  take  away  a31  the 
cream,  and  then  the  milk  is  condensed 
without  any  cream  at  all.    The  result  is 
that  the  children  who  are  fed  upon  it 
suffer  terribly  from  indigestion.    1  have 
spoken  to  some  of  the  largest  manufac- 
turers, including  the  Swiss  Milk  Company, 
and  thcv  inform  mo  that  they  have  been 


compelled  to  bring  in  this  separated  or- 
impoverished  milk  in  order  to  compete- 
with  the  other  brands  in  the  market. 
The  *'  Milkmaid "  brand  contains  the 
highest  percentage  of  cream.  As  a  rule^ 
there  is  about  3  per  cent,  of  cream  in. 
condensed  milk,  but  there  ought  to  be 
about  10  per  cent.  When  this  is  called 
separated  milk  poor  people  are  confused^, 
for  they  imagine  that  it  is  the  milk, 
separated  from  the  water.  I  think  you 
ought  to  convey  the  meaning  that  it  is- 
impoverished  milk,  and  let  the  purchaser 
know  that  the  milk  has  been  impoverished 
by  subtracting  the  cream. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  16.  to  leave  oat  &0111  the- 
word '  woras.'  to  the  word  '  are,'  in  line  18,  and 
imwrt  the  words  'skimmed  or  impoverislied 
mUk.'  "—{Zh:  dark.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words. 
iro^K>sed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the- 

*Mr.  long  :  I  think  we  all  want  to- 
achieve  the  same  object  which  the- 
hon.  Member  desires — namely,  that  som& 
limitations  should  be  placed  upon  the  sale; 
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•of  thu  impoverished  milk,  but  everything 
Teally  turns  upon  what  words  will  be  best 
to  convey  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  Par- 
Jliament.  The  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to 
■omit  the  words  "  separated  milk  or 
skimmed  milk,"  and  insert  the  words 
■"  skimmed  or  impoverished  milk."  I  en- 
tirely agree  with  what  he  has  said  as 
=to  the'dharacter  of  separated  milk.  It  is 
vopjr  inferior  to  skimmed  milk,  and  I 
•bdieve  as  an  article  ^of  food  separated 
milk  is  absolutely  worthless,  and  cer- 
tainly as  an  exclusive  diet  for  young  chil- 
dren it  ought  not,  uhder  any  circum- 
istttnoes,  to  be  used.  So  perfect  has 
'become  the  practice  of  certain  people  in 
the  o&UBtry  m  this  respect,  that  I  believe 
■th«T^  bftve  actually  succeeded  in  per- 
«uadin^  their  customers  that  separated 
^ilk,  instead  of  being  the  very  lowest 
class,  is  a  better  article  than  whole  or  pure 
milk,  because  it  has  gone  through  some 
particular  mxKess  which  makes  it  better. 
If  we  could  meet  these  difficulties  by  the 
words  which  have  been  moved  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  I  would  accept  them,  but 
I  am  afraid  that  by  drawing  a  distinction 
between  skimmed  and  other  milk  and 
using  the  term  "  impoverished  milk,"  no 
tradesman  would  use  the  word  "im- 
poverished" if  he  could  find  any  other 
name.  Does  the  hon.  Member  propose 
that  all  separated  milk  shall  be  called 
impoverished  milk  I 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  suggest  that  all  con- 
densed milk  from  which  the  cream  has 
y>cen  removed  shall  be  called  impover- 
ished milk. 

*Mr.  long  :  The  hon.  Member  does 
not  draw  any  distinction  between  skimmed 
and  impoverishod  milk.  I  believe  the 
whole  House  desires  that  this  Bill  shall 
secure  in  the  future  that  articles  shall  be 

:8old  for  what  th^are  as  genuine  articles, 
and  that  anybody  who  seeks  to  commit  a 
fraud  shall  have  his  attempts  frustrated 

:as  speedily  as  possible. 

Dk.  CLARK  :  My  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Ilkeston  has  a  better  su^es- 
tion  to  make,  and  I  will  withdraw  my 
.Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Sir  WALTER  FOSTER :  I  move  this 
Amendment  in  order  to  got  rid  of  the 
jlifficulty  in  which  we  are  now  placed. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  1 7,  aft«r  tlie  wonts '  skimmed 

Mr.  Long. 


milk,'  to  insert  the  words  *  and  not  fit  fowl  for 

infants.'  "—{Sir  Walter  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  HARTLEY :  Does  the  won! 
"  infants  "  moan  people  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age  ? 

Sir  It.  B.  FINLAY :  I  do  not  know 
from  this  Amendment  at  what  age  the 
line  will  be  drawn  for  infants.  If  you 
say  it  is  not  fit  food  for  infants  you 
imply  that  it  is  fit  for  adults. 

*Sm  WALTER  FOSTER :  But  it  cannot 
hurt  adults. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  If  it  cannot  hurt 
an  adult  I  do  not  think  it  would  do  him 
or  her  uiy  good.  I  suggest  that  the 
Amendment  is  not  a  desin^e  one  because 
parents  and  guardians  will  very  soon  get 
to  know  that  either  separated  or  skimmed 
milk  is  not  fit  food  for  infants.  I  there- 
fore suggest  that  it  is  not  desirable  that 
this  ad^ion  should  be  made. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  £.) :  I  am  soity 
that  the  hon.  Member  who  moved  the 

?reviou8  Amendment  withdrew  it,  became 
hardly  think  we  shall  get  the  present 
proposal  inserted  in  the  Bill.  Separated 
milk  is  not  fit  food  for  either  infants, 
grown-up  children,  or  adults.    It  is  not 
fit  food  even  for  calves  or  pigs,  and  in 
Ireland  young  stock  as  well  as  children 
are  suffering  from  the  consumption  of 
this  abominable  separated  milk  which  is 
sent  out  from  the  creameries.  Un- 
doubtedly the  term  "  separated  milk  "  is 
a  most  unfortunate  term,  because  it  does 
not  grammatically  and  properly  describe 
the  process  to  which  the  milk  has  been 
subjected.   Even  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  admits  that  people  have  defrauded 
their  customers  by  making  them  believe 
that  separated  milk  is  something  particu- 
larly good.    I  do  not  see  why  we  should 
be  a  party  to  perpetuathig  an  expression 
whim  does  not  properly  describe  the  pro- 
cess.  I  regret  that  we  are  not  taking  this 
opportunity  of  christening  this  milk  oy  a 
name  which  indicates  its  real  character. 
Separated  milk  ought  not  to  be  sold  for 
human  food,  and  although  it  may  be  too 
much  to  require  an  aMolute  prohibition 
of  its  sale,  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  it 
would  not  be  a  wise  thing  to  prohibit  che 
sale  of  it  for  infants.    I  think  we  ought 
to  require  that  this   milk  should  be 
j  marked  by  some  name  which  will  convey 
to  uninstructed  people  the  fact  that  the 
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milk  has  been  very  seriously  impover- i  Question  proposed,  "That  those  words, 
ished.  be  there  inserted." 


♦Mr.  long  :  I  think  aU  of  us  are 
agreed  as  to  what  we  want,  and  I  l)elieve 
the  majority  of  this  Hoiise  are  anxious 
that  this  Bill  should  be  passed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  I  will,  therefore, 
throw  out  this  suggestion.  As  the 
House  knows,  it  is  a  very  dangerous  thing 
to  accept  or  propose  words  which  will 
have  the  result  of  altering  the  phraseolog)* 
of  a  clause  without  very  careful 
consideration  and  consultation,  and 
this  it  is  impossible  to  have  under 
the  pressure  of  a  Parliamentary 
Debate.  I  am  extremely  anxious  that  we 
should  secure  that  this  article  shall  be 
sold  for  what  it  is,  and  that  anything  that 
can  be  done  by  legislative  interference 
shall  be  done  to  prevent  this  particular 
article  being  used  as  food  for  infants.  If 
the  House  will  accept  this  assurance,  I 
will  promise  to  consider  whether  the 
Government  can  propose  some  words  to 
meet  the  difficulty  which  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  insert  in  another  place. 

Sm  CHARLES  CAMERON :  I  suggest 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
bring  his  proposal  before  this  House 
inst^ul  of  risking  its  insertion  in  another 
place. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

LONG ;  I  beg  to  move  this 
Amendment  in  consequence  of  an  under- 
taking which  I  gave  to  the  Standing 
Committee.  It  was  thei  e  suggested  that 
certain  specified  articles  shoulobe  inserted 
in  the  clause,  and  I  undertook  to  introduce 
words  which  would  extend  the  clause 
without  incurring  the  danger  of  using 
specific  words.  I  understand  that  the 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  wishes  to  omit  the 
words  with  reference  to  the  Order  in 
Council,  but  I  think  it  is  desirable  that 
before  any  additional  articles  are  included 
application  should  be  made  for  the  issue 
01  an  Order  in  Council,  one  advantage 
being  that  the  Department  mainly  con- 
cerned would  to  a  certain  extent  be 
checked  by  the  Privy  Council. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  18,  after  the  word  'type,'  to 
inxeit  the  words 'or  (d)  Any  adulterated  or 
inipoverisbed  article  of  food  to  which  Her 
Majesty  may  br  Order  in  Council  direct  that 
tills  section  shall  be  applied,  aniees  the  same 
1)6  imported  in  packages  or  receptacles  con- 
spicuouHly  marked  with  a  name  or  descriptaon 
indicating  tliat  the  ardcle  has  been  so  treated." 
(ifr.  lonff.) 


Siii  CHARLES  CAMERON :  I  have- 
an  Amendment  to  this  clause.    The  right 
hoiu  Gentleman  has  not  correctly  de- 
scribed what  occurred  in  Committee.  I 
.  moved  an  Amendment  to  the  effect  that 
there  should  be  added  to  this  list,  for 
inspection  at  the  port  of  entry,  any  article 
adulterated  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act.    That  would  extend  to  all  articles 
an    excellent    method    of  preventing, 
adulteration.    But  on  a  Division  it  was- 
negatived  by  a  small  majority.    The  ■ 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  give  way 
then,  but  on  the  discussion  on  the  next 
clause  we  endeavoured  to  accomplish  the 
same  object  by  the  inclusion  of  the  Local 
,  Government  Board  as  one  of  the  authori- 
I  ties  who  would  see  that  the  Act  was 
'  satisfactorily  carried  out.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  gave  way  on  that  point,  and 
I  undertook  to  consider  it.    It  certainly 
i  did  not  carry  out  the  object  of  my  first 
I  Amendment.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
!  has  told  us  that  the  advantage  of  the 
I  course  he  proposes  will  he  that  it  will 
I  place  some  check  on  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture when  it  proposes  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  any  article  ia  consequence 
of  adulteration.    But  the  disadvantage  is, 
that  when  it  is  discovered  that  a  consign- 
ment of  some  adulterated  article  is  coming 
over,  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  an 
Order  in  Council  liefore  it  can  be  inter- 
I  fered  with,  and  in   the  meantime  the 
I  country  may  be  inundated  with  it.  Give 
]  the  Customs  power  to  stop  any  consign- 
i  ment   without    any  further  formality. 
That  would  have  the  advantage  of  making 
I  a  general  rule  applicable  throughout, 
would  avoid  a  system  of  isolated  treat- 
ment, and  would  relieve  the  Department 
of  the  necessity  of  going  through  a  tedious 
formality  to  obtain  an  Order  in  Council. 
If  it  were  known  that  a  cargo  of  im- 
poverished or  adulterated  food  were  about 
to  be  landed,  let  the  Board  of  Customs 
have  the  power  to  stop  it,  on  the  initiative, 
of  course,  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  or 
the  Local  Government  Board.  That 
would  enable  the  Customs  to  act  at  once. 
I  beg  to  move,  Sir. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment— 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  '  to  which  Her 
Majesty  may  by  Order  in  Council  direct  that 
this  section  shall  be  applied.' "—(iStr  Charles 
Camertm.) 
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Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
"proposed  to  l>e  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

*Mr.  long  :  I  sincerely  hope  the 
House  will  not  adopt  the  su^estion  of 
■the  hon.  Baronet.  It  would  make  the 
•clause  absolutely  inoperative.  The  hon. 
Baronet  says  he  desires  that  impoverished 
■and  adulterated  articles  should  be  stopped 
.at  once,  but,  in  moving  such  an  Amend- 
ment, I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  can 
be  reconciled  with  his  expressed  desire  to 
isee  his  Bill  made  efficient  and  effective. 

Sm  CHARLES  CAMERON:  On  a 
point '  of  Order :  Is  the  right,  hon. 
•Gentleman  justiiied  in  imputing  to  me  a 
want  of  desire  that  the  Bill  should  be 
•efficient  and  eifective  % 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  right  hon. 
Oentleman  is  not  out  of  Order  in  im- 
puting to  the  hon.  Member  a  desire  to 
•defeat  the  Bill. 

Sm  CHARLES  CAMFJION :  The 
■right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  refer  to  my 
■clraeadng  the  Bill. 

*Mr  LONG :  If  I  have  said  anything  to 
-cause  the  hon.  Baronet  any  personal  pain, 
I  withdraw  it  without  the  smallest  reser- 
vation, and  apologise  for  it.  I  was, 
however,  under  the  impression  that  the 
.hon.  Baronet  described  this  Bill  aa  a 
mischievous  Bill,  and  that  he  did  not 
desire  to  see  it  on  the  StatuLe  Book,  but 
I  am  unwilling  to  cause  him  the  smallest 
personal  pain  m  the  matter.  He  argues 
that  if  his  Amendment  is  accepted  the 
•Customs  will  be  able  to  act  at  once.  The 
-Customs  at  present  act  under  the  Depart- 
ment concerned,  and  nothing  could  be 
more  prompt  than  the  procedure  we 
-suggest.  In  the  first  instance,  we  would 
have  a  Government  Department  to  which 
.an  individual  can  go  whenever  he  believes 
that  interference  is  necessary.  The  matter 
would  then  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Department,  and  the  Department  would 
move  the  Treasury,  who  would  communi- 
■cate  with  the  Board  of  Customs.  That  is  the 
procedure  in  force  at  present,  and  it  has 
been  found  thoroughly  efficient  with  re- 
gard to  the  importation  of  butter.  There 
is  no  justification  whatever  for  the 
Amendment,  and  instead  of  making  the 
Act  more  efficient  it  would  delay  its 
operation,  because  it  would  throw  on  the 
£k)ard  of  Customs  duties  they  have  never 
performed.  , 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  I  think  that  the 
■original  Amendment  is  very  dc^'rable. 


because  it  gives  power  to  intercept  goods 
other  than  agricultural  products.  Xow 
that  the  scope  of  the  Bill  is  so  enlarged, 
an  Amendment  to  Sub-section  7  of  this 
clause  will  be  required.  The  definition  of 
adulteration  set  out  there  is  perfectly  fair 
to  the  particular  products  with  which  you 
are  now  contemplating  to  deal,  The  new 
definition  would  prohibit  absolutely  the 
importation  of  certain  commodities  that 
have  l>een  added  to  foi  the  purpose  of 
preparing  them  as  articles  of  commerce. 
For  instance,  some  slight  addition  is  made 
to  Dutch  cocoa,  in  order  to  improve  its 
digestive  qualities. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  comes  on  at  at  a  htter 

stage. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  I  only  wished  to  ask 
the  Government  whether  they  had  over- 
looked the  fact  that  an  Amendment  will 
be  necessary  to  Sub-section  7. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  The  most  conclusive 
reason  against  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  friend  is  that  it  would  very 
considerably  extend  the  right  of  the 
Executive  Government  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  articles.  The  extension  of 
the  power  of  the  Executive  Government 
is  a  very  serious  matter,  and  should  be 
carried  out  only  after  solemn  dediberation. 
There  is  also  another  reason  against  the 
Amendment.  Every  vear  a  volume  is 
issued  containing  aU  the  statutory  rules 
and  orders,  and  everything  that 
has  been  done  by  .  a  Department, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Sovereign 
in  Council.  That  volume  can  be 
consulted,  and  is  a  great  convenience  and 
safeguard.  The  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
friend  would  prevent  these  orders  appear- 
ing in  that  volume,  which  wouM  be  a 
public  inconvenience. 

Mr.  lough  :  I  woidd  also  ask  ray 
hon.  friend  whether  he  cannot  withdraw 
his  Amendment.  The  proposal  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  met  with  a 
great  deal  of  favour.  Everything  that 
tends  to  extend  the  Bill  will  probably  in- 
crease the  hostility  with  which  it  is  viewed. 
The  advantage  of  these  Orders  in  Council 
will  be  that  at  any  rate  traders  will  know 
what  articles  are  excluded.  Otherwise 
some  articles  might  suddenly  be  added  to 
the  list,  and  no  trader  would  know  any- 
thing about  it. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Words  inserted. 
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Sir  JOHN  LENO :  I  have  put  down 

■the  next  Amendment  in  order  to  get  an 
■assurance  that  this  clause  will  not  apply 
to  shipowners,  railway  companies,  and 
common  carriers. 

Amendment  proposed : 

"  In  page  1,  line  26,  after  '  article '  to  mttert 
*  except  shipowner,  railway  company,  or 
•common  earner.' " — {Sir  John  Lent/.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY;  Certainly  not. 
^e  clause  only  applies  to  an  agent  or 
■broker. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  LOUGH:  I  am  proposing  this 
Amendment  in  order  that  we  may  have 
•an  explanation.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
machinery  adopted  is  very  clumsy.  You 
-are  bringing  in  the  Board  of  Customs,  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
■and  you  will,  as  a  result,  have  the  busi- 
ness done  badly.  I  think  the  responsibi- 
litjr  ought  to  rest  on  one  Bepaxtment. 
why  cannot  the  Board  of  Customs  act 
independently,  and  not  wait  for  the 
•directions  of  the  Treasury,  given  after 
•coiuultation  with  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture 1 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  1,  to  leave  oat  tlie  words 
from  the  word  '  sliall '  to  the  word  '  take,'  in 
line  S."—{Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
"  Board,'  in  line  2,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

*Mb,  long  :  The  appearance  of  this 
eub-section  deserves  somewhat  the  de- 
«mption  which  has  been  given  it  by  the 
hon.  Member.  But  its  appearance  is  very 
jnuch  worse  than  its  practical  effect.  It  is 
•exactly  the  procedure  in  force  at  the  pre- 
sent tune.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  three 
Departments  discharge  different  duties. 
If  the  Board  of  Agriculture  believes  that 
xfaese  powers  can  be  exercised  in  the 
interests  of  the  community,  it  must  obtain 
the  assent  of  the  Treasury,  without  which 
no  addition  can  be  made  to  the  expendi- 
ture incurred  by  the  Department,  and 
-then  there  is  the  Board  of  Customs  to 
carry  out  the  directions  of  the  Depart- 
ment. The  procedure  appears  more  pro- 
longed than  It  really  is.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  if  the  Department  is  satisfied  that 
action  is  necessary,  that  action  can  be 
taken  within  forty-eight  hours  or  less. 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

*SiR  WALTER  FOSTER:  I  beg  to 
move  the  Amendment  standing  in  my 
name.  I  wish  to  put  in  the  LocarGovem- 
ment  Board  instead  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.    I  do  so  because  in  all  these 
matters  I  think  the  Local  Government 
Board  should  be  the  acting  authority  in 
the  future  as  in  the  past,  and  the  altera- 
tion just  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man giving  power  to  the  Privy  Council 
to  introduce  other  articles  of  food,  makes 
it  more  important  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  should  be  substituted.  That 
Board  has  had  the  administration  of  the 
Adulteration  Acts  for  twenty-three  years 
and  has  done  good  work  in  administering 
them  under  ravat  difficulties.    If  this  BiU 
passes— and  I  am  doing  my  best  to  facili- 
tate it — the  Local  Government  Board  will 
for  the  first  time,  under  Clause  3,  practi- 
cally have  power  to  compel  the  local 
authorities  to  act  under  its  control  as  far 
as  prosecutions  are  concerned.  That  power 
did  not  exist  before.    The  fault  we  have 
had  with  the  administration  of  theFooduid 
Drugs  Act  in  the  past  was  that  it  was  a 
permissive  Act,  but  in  the  future  it  will  be 
the  duty  of    the   local   authority  to 
ap^int  an  analyst  and  to  take  sam^es. 
'th\B  is  the  best  clause  in  the  Bill. 
I  think  that  as  regards  inspection  at  the 
port  of  entry  the  Local  Government 
Boar(^  would  be  a  better  authority  than 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  as  these  ques- 
tions are  difficult  to  separate  from  the 
public  health  of  the  country.  Adulterated 
food  coming  through  a  port  of  entry  has 
to  be  followed  by  the  local  authority 
under  the  control,  more  or  less,  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.      I  should 
further  like  that  the  local  authority 
should  look  to  one  central  authority  as  in 
the  past.    The  Local  Government  Board 
has  also  a  scientific  staff,  not,  of  course,  in 
connection  with  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  but  still  worthy  of  being  consulted. 
In  a  word,  the  Board  of  Agriculture  was 
not  constituted  originally  for  the  pur- 
poses contemplated  m  this  Bill.    It  was 
originally  intended  to  take  over  certain 
duties  of  the  Land  Commissioners  and  to 
look  after  diseases  of  animals  and  the 
muzzling  of  dogs,  which  latter  duty  is 
carried   out  with  much  effect  in  the 
stamping    out   of  rabies.      I  prefer 
the    Local  Giovemment  Board  for  the 
reason  that  I  prefer  being  in  the  hands 
of  the  doctors  connected  with  it  than 
>  in    the    hands    of    the    vets.  con- 
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iiccted  with  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
The  Local  Government  Board,  moreover,  is 
not  connected  with  any  producing  industry, 
whereas  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is.  I 
believe  that  the  Bill  would  obtain  much  more 
confidence  in  the  country  generally  if  we 
inserted  throughout  "  Local  Government 
Board  "  insteadof  "  Board  of  Agriculture," 
and  we  should  in  the  end  obtain  a  much 
more  satisfactory  and  efficient  administra- 
tion. If  we  keep  in  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture we  shall  have  a  dual  control, 
and  I  do  not  want  a  dual  control  in 
the  administration  of  these  Acts.  I 
do  not  want  them  to  be  worked  in 
the  interest  of  any  producing  class, 
but  in  the  interest  of  the  community 
as  a  whole,  and  it  is  for  that  pur- 
pose that  I  move  this  Amendment,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  will  allege  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has  already  more  work  than 
it  can  do  satisfactorily.  My  answer  to 
that  ia  very  simple — make  it  strong 
enough  to  continue  to  discharge  the 
duties  it  has  had  charge  of  for  the  past 
twenty -three  years. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pitge  2,  line  2,  after  the  second  wonl 
'  the,'  to  insert  the  wonls  '  Local  Govern- 
ment.'Walter  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
*  Local     Government  *    be    there  in- 
■  serted.' " 

•Mr.  long  :  I  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sary to  enter  into  any  elaborate  defence 
of  my  Department,  or  to  make  any  com- 
parison between  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  I 
am  Ijound  to  say  I  listened  with  some 
astonishment  to  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  done  its  work  so  well  for 
twenty-three  years  that  it  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  continue,  for  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself,  when  he  was  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  called  upon 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  do  this  work. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  that  the  coun- 
try would  have  more  confidence  in  the 
Local  Government  Board.  All  I  can 
say  is  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  has 
done  this  work  on  the  suggestion  of  an 
Irish  Member,  and  under  the  direction  of 
the  right  hon.  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouth.  The  country,  so  far  as  I 
know,  has  never  expressed  any  opinion 
for  or  against  either  of  the  Boards  in 
regard  to  the  work  of  administration.  I 

Sir  Jfalkr  Foster. 


am  sure  the  work  could  not  be  better 
done  than  it  has  been  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  The  result  is  that  the  intro- 
ducticm  of  adulterated  imported  butter*, 
which  was  considerable  when  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  at  the  Local' 
Government  Board,  is  at  the  present 
time,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  reduced  to  nil.  In  fact,  the 
great  majority  of  the  articles  to  which, 
this  clause  applies  belong  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  my  Department.  We  have 
dealt  with  them  on  the  initiation  of  my 
predecessor,  and  most  successfully.  We 
are  only  regularising  the  work  initiated 
in  1893.  When  my  hon.  friend  saidtluvt 
he  prefers  the  doctors  of  the  Local 
Government  Boanl  to  the  vet.*s  of  the 
Board  of  Amculture,  he  made  a  remark  nob 
worthy  of  himself.  Obviously  the  latter 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  control  of  the 
imports  of  food.  I  hope  that  the  House 
will  be  content  to  leave  in  the  hands  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  in  a  r^nlarised 
form,  the  work  they  have  hitherto  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL  :  I  think 
there  is  a  great  deal  in  what  the  hon. 
Gentleman  says,  and  I  will  support*  him 
if  he  goes  to  a  Division.  There  is  a  very 
important  change  in  this  Bill  so  far  as. 
administration  goes.  The  local  aaithorities- 
in  the  country  have  hitherto  looked  to 
the  Local  Government  Board'  for  the' 
administration  of  the  Foods  and  Drugs 
Act  of  1875,  and  subsequent  Acts.  But 
if  this  Bill  passes  they  will  not  know  to 
which  Board  they  will  have  to  apply.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  insists  that  thiB- 
1st  Section  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  he  might,  at  any  rate,, 
put  the  administration  of  the  other  parts 
of  the  Bill  in  the  country  under  the  control 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  prepared  to  da 
that,  it  would  be  a  fair  compromise. 
Under  an  important  provision  of  thia^ 
measure,  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  Board  of  Agriculture  will  have 
the  right  to .  appoint  inspectors  ;  but  I 
hold  that  when  the  local  authoritiea  will 
not  do  their  duty,  it  should  be  left  to  one 
Department  of  the  State,  and  nofe  to  two^ 
to  carry  out  the  work. 

Mr.  STRACHEY:  lam  not con^-inced 
by  the  argument  of  my  hon.  friend  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.   I  cannot  help  thinking  that  h&- 
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goes-  on  Uie  shoemaker's  principle  that 
there  is  nothing  like  leather.  He  says 
that  the  administration  of  the  Local 
Gfovernraent  Board  would  command  moat 
public  confidence.  I  can  tell  him  that  is 
not  so.  We  who  live  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts are  tired  of  the  way  in  which  the 
Local  Government  Board  carry  out  the 
present  Acts,  and  we  should  be  very  glad 
to  see  this  Act  put  under  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  I  certainly  shall  vote  with 
the  Government  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  I  have  no  favour  or 
affection  in  regard  to  one  of  these  Boards 
or  the  other.  But  there  are  two  reasons 
why  it  seems .  to  me  it  would  be  better 
if  the  administration  were  carried  out 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  rather 
than  by  the  Board  of  Agricultm^.  The 
first  is,  that,  after  all,  these  proceedings 
will  depend  very  much  on  what  is 

foing  on  in  the  country,  and  on  what  is 
iscovered  by  the  local  authorities.  When 
they  discover  that  adulteration  is  going 
on,  they  will  be  tJie  persons  to  set  the 
powers  of  the  Act  in  motion.  Clearly, 
the  local  authorities -will  naturally  com- 
municate with  the  Local  Government 
Board,  for  they  are  under  the  Board,  and 
for  them  to  go  to  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture would  be  a  very  roundabout  process. 
It  appears  to  me  that  it  would-be  in  con- 
formity with  good  principles  of  admi- 
nistration if  the  Local  Government 
Board  were  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  every  part  of 
the  BilL  A^  to  the  second  dause,  the 
issue  between  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  the  Local  Gkivemment  Boara  is  quite 
ditferent,  and  I  do  not  want  to  prejudice 
it.  The  Local  Government  Board  is  to 
interfere  in  relation  to  any  matter  ap- 
pearing to  affect  the  cojisumer ;  but  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  is  to  come  in  in 
relation  to  any  matter  which  affects  the 
general  interests  of  agriculture — that 
is  to  say,  not  to  protect  the  consumer  or 
trader,  but  to  protect  people  who  think 
they  are  subjected  to  severe  com- 
petition ;  and  in  their  interests  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  is  to  set  the  Customs  in 
motion. 

*Mr.  Long  dissented. 

Mk.  BRYCE:  The  hon.  Gentleman 
appears  to  disclaim  that  interpretation 
of  the  words  in  the  Bill,  but  I  do  not  see 
that  any  other  interpretation  can  be  put 
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upon  them.  Now,  my  second  reason  is 
this.  We  have  been  told  repeatedly 
that  this  Bill  is  grounded  on  the  desire  to 
prevent  fraud,  and  nothing  else.  That  is 
the  justification  for  the  Bill ;  it  cannot  be 
justified  on  the  ground  that  it  will  pre- 
vent competition.  The  prevention  of 
fraud  is  in  the  interest  of  the  consumer, 
and  by  Clause  2  of  the  Bill  the  Local 
Government  Board  is  made  the  protector 
of  the  consumer  and  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture the  protector  of  the  interests  of 
agriculture.  It  is  very  clear  from  the 
words  used  by  the  Government  that  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  has  no  buunesa 
in  this  matter  and  that  the  Local 
Grovemment  Board  ought  to  have  the  sole 
authority. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  the  local  authority 
is  the  proper  authority  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  a  Government  Department  to 
what  is  going  on.  I  quite  agree  with 
that.  But  what  we  are  now  dealing  with 
is  t^e  act  of  importing,  an  altogether 
earlier  stage  than  that  with  whioi  the 
local  authorities  have  to  do.  I  therefore 
submit  that  the  first  reason  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  a  very  bad  one. 
And  his  second  reason  is  not  much  better. 
It  is  based  on  the  second  section.  He 
says  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  under 
Section  2  is  to  look  after  the  interests  of 
the  farmers  and  endeavour  to  repress 
adulteration.  I  can  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  he  entirely  misunder- 
stands the  second  section.  The  Boiutl  of 
Agriculture  has  power  to  deal  with  any 
agricultural  products,  but  there  may  be 
other  articles  which  afTect  the  interests  of 
consumers  generally  and  which  do  not 
aifect  agriculture,  and  accordingly  pro- 
vision is  made  that  in  any  case  where  the 
interests  of  the  general  consumer  are 
concerned  the  Local  Government  Board 
will  interfere. 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  Taking 
the  analogy  of  Clause  2  you  should  have 
both  Boards  empowered  to  put  the 
Customs  in  action.  As  the  Bill  was 
drafted  there  was  no  reference  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  Clause  2,  but 
owing  to  the  discussion  that  took  place  in 
Committee,  the  overwhelming  opinion  of 
the  Committee  was  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  should  look  after  the  interesU 
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of  the  general  consumer.  The  absurdity 
of  limiting  the  protection  to  the  purely 
agricultural  interest  was  seen,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
should  be  introduced.  The  result  was  to 
make  Clause  2  the  basis  of  a  real  anti- 
adulteration  Bill.  But  what  have  we 
here  ?  It  was  ori^nally  proposed  under 
Clause  1  to  deal  with  butter,  milk,  cream, 
cheese,  and  other  milk  products,  and 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  says,  as 
an  argument  against  the  adoption  of 
my  hon.  friend's  Amendment,  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  dealt  only  in 
butter  in  a  pure  state,  he  has  butter  on 
the  brain.  What  we  wanted  was  to  have 
other  forms  of  adulteration  suppressed, 
and  for  that  reason  we  wanted  inspectors 
sent  down  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  the  interests  of  the  general  con- 
sumer. The  logical  and  symmetrical  way 
is  to  put  this  clause  on  all  foura  with 
Clause  2. 

Mr.  lough  :  There  is  one  clear  point 
that  should  be  considered  by  the  Govern- ; 
ment  before  this  discussion  closes.    The  i 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  ' 
that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  has  been  ' 
doing  this  work^  but  the  right  hon.  Gen- ' 
tlcman  forgets  that  the  Amendment  he 
has  carried  into  the  Bill  includes  many 
other  matters  than  agricultural  produce.  I 
The  Agricultural  Board  has  not  hitherto  , 
been  acting  on  statutory  authority.  We. 
jire  now  giving  statutory  authority,  and 
applying  it  to  every  article  of  food,  and  i 
therefore,  are  settling  the  matter  on  a  | 


permanent  basis.  I  trust  the  Government 
will  give  a  more  generous  consideration  to 
the  Amendment,  for  it  will  tend  to 
simplification  of  administration  in  the 
country  if  the  work  is  done  exclusively 
by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  am  rather  in  the 
curious  position  to-night  of  having  voted 
with  the  Government  in  every  Division, 
but  I  certainly  cannot  support  them 
in  this  case.  Someone  must  move  the 
Treasury  in  order  that  the  Treasury  may 
move  the  Customs  officials.  The  ques- 
tion is,  who  is  first  to  move  them  7  Now, 
what  De|)artment  will  first  know  of  the 
importation  of  any  adulterated  article  Y 
The  Board  of  Agriculture  have  no  method 
of  inspiration  to  tell  them  that  something 
adulterated  is  coming  in.  The  ordinary 
way  of  finding  out  adulteration  is  when 
the  adulterated  article  is  being  sold,  and 
it  comes  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Govern- 
ment through  the  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Grovernment  Board.  There  is  no  other 
way  of  getting  information  about  it.  Now 
you  are  going  to  take  away,  the  control 
from  the  Department  which  has  hitherto 
had  control  of  it  and  are  going  to  have  a 
divided  authority,  and  all  forms  of  food 
will  pass  under  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  this  change 
has  been  made. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  76  ;  Noes, 
197.    (Division  List,  No.  280.) 


Asher,  Alexander 

Asqnith,  Kt.  Hon.  H.  Henry 

Bill  [son,  Alfred 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brondhnrst,  Henry 

Bryce,  Kt.  Hon.  James 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  SirCharleMGlaBgow) 

Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Carniichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gihaon- 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Clark,  Dr.  G.B.(Caithne88-sh.) 

Colville,  John 

Dalziel,  James  Heniy 

Dewar,  Arthur 

Do<^aii,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Emiiiott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Kobert 

&r  Charles  Cameron, 


AYES. 

Fenwick,  Charles 
Fitzmanrice,  Lord  Edniond 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
(Jurdon,  Sir  WilliamBrampton 
Hayne,  Kt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
HemphiU,  Kt  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Holliind,Wm.  H.(  York,W.R. ) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
HuraphroyB-Owen,  Arthnr  C. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jonas,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shnttleworth,  KtHnSirU 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Labouchere,  Henrjr 
Lawson,SirWilfrid(Camb'iand 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lenty,  Thomas  Richmond 
MacNeill,  John  Grordon  Swift 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Ewan,  William 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 


Nnss^,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow.  W.) 
FearBOD,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersglll,  Edward  Hare 
Price,  Robert  John 
Piwand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Randell,  David 
Rickett,  J.  Coinpton 
Robson,  William  Snowdou 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  aiarleo  Edw.  (StafTonl) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forftush.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  PhiUp  J. 
Steadman,  William  C^uu-les 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Wetitmeath) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  PUlipa 
Ure,  Alexander 
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Warner,  TboB.  Conrtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
^ilUams.  JohnCarvell(Motte.) 
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Tellers  fob  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Jonathan  Samuel  and 
Mr.  L(nigh. 


Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  RU  Hon.  Jolm 
Basot)  GapL  JosoelineFitzIU^ 
Ba&d,  John  George  Alexuider 
Balcarrea,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 
Balfoar,RtHnGeialdW.(Leedi« 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunmr  Plonket 
Batburst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach.RtHn.SirM.  H.(BriBtol) 
B^,Ferdinand  Faithfnll 
Bemrose,  Sir  Heoiry  Howe 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwood,  James 
Bond,  Edward 
Boecawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
foodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfieul,  A.  Montagu 
Butcher,  John  Georfie 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(DerbyBh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
ChamberUun,Rt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
aiamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r.) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chairington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Loais 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
ColombtSirJohnCharlesReady 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,C.W.Radcliffe{Herefd) 
Comwallis,  FiennesStanley  W. 
Cotton  Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cntdtt,  Htm.  Heniy 
CnrzcHi,  Viscoont 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dav)es,SirHoratioD(  Chatham 
Da  vies,  MVaughan -(Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Pc^der,  Sir  J.  P. 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Druoker,  A. 

Doncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyne  Edw. 
FerKOsson.Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  (Man. ) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbonme) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Fry,  Lewia 


NOES. 

Garfit,  WUliam 
Gedge,  Sydney 
GibMns,  J.  Lloyd 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goechen,  RtHnG  J(StGeorge's) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Haubury  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Re^nald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  George 
Heider,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  liobert  T. 
Hill,  SirEdwardStock(Bri8toI) 
Hud^n,  George  Bickersteth 
Jebb,  Richard  Ciaverkouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
JoUiffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
JoneB,DavidBrynmor  (Swans. ) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kemp,  George 

Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  William 
Keswick,  Wiluam 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Lambert,  Geoi^e 
La^vrence,SirEDuming-(  Com. 
ljiwrence,Wm,  F.  (Liverpool) 
LawBon,  Jolm  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Dillwyn- (Swans. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marq^uess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Arcliie  Kirkman 
Lnoas-Shadwell,  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maclure,  Sir  Jolm  William 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool 
M'Kiliop,  James 
Ma8sey-Mainwaring,Hn.W.F. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bmgham 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,Robt.  Jasper(  Shropshire ) 
Morgan,  Hn.Fred.(Monm'tha) 
Morgan,  W.  Pritchard(Merthyr 
Morrel),  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Samuel 
MortonfArthorH.  A.  (Deptford 


Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Hem? 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Parkea,  Ebenezer 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington 
Penn,  John 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sbarpe 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edm.) 
Purvis,  liohert 
Rankin,  Kir  JameH 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charlas 
Ridley.Rt.  Hn.  SirMattbew  W. 
Ritcbie,Rt.Hn.ChaH.  Thomson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Rtt.SHell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  Johu  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehonse) 
Savory,  Sir  J<^ph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  lUohard 
Sharpe,  William  E<lward  T. 
Sidebottoin.T.  Harroi>(Stalyb. ) 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysn.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  James  Park  er(  Lanark^.) 
SoameB,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stanley,  Ed  ward  Jas.  ( Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strau»n,  Arthur 
Sutherland,  Sir  ThomaH 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.J.G.(Ox.Uni.) 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tolleniaciie,  Heniy  James 
Tomlinson, Wm.  Ldv.Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  H. 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Wentworth,  Bmce  C.  Vemoa- 
Whiteley.H.  (Ashton -under- L. 
Williams,  Colonel  R  (Dorset) 
Williama,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcestersh.N. ) 
Wodehouse,RtHon  E  R  (Bath) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.aStuart- 
Wri^htMon,  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Mamiadnke  D'Aroy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Young,  Commander(Berks,E. 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs— 
Sir  William  Walroud  and 
Mr.  Anitrather. 
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Me.  STRACHEY  moved  an  Amend- 
ment the  object  of  which,  he  explained, 
was  to  provide  that  all  milk,  cream,  or 
butter  containing  any  preservative  should 
be  imported  and  sold  as  preserved, 
stating  the  amount  of  the  preservative 
and  the  amount  per  gallon  or  pound  of  such 
preservative.  The  effect  of  the  Amend- 
ment would  be  to  let  the  general  public 
know  exactly  what  they  were  buying. 
He  could  not  see  what  objection  there 
could  be  to  his  proposal  unlera  the  Govern- 
ment took  the  line  that  the  public  should 
not  know  that  they  were  buying  sophis- 
ticated articles. 

Amendment  proposed : — 

"  In  page  2,  lino  '27,  after  the  word  '  healtli,' 
to  insert  the  wonU  :  '  But  any  milk,  cream,  or 
batter  coDtaining  any  preservative  shall  he 
imported  uid  aold  as  preserved,  stating  the 
name  of  tiie  preservative  and  the  amount  i>cr 
gallon  or  per  pound  of  such  preservative.  — 
{Mr,  Stmchey.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  woi-ds 
1x)  there  inserted." 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN :  I  think 
my  hon.  friend  will  agree  that  instead  of 
the  word  "  and  "  at  the  commencement  of 
line  2,  it  would  be  better  to  substi- 
tute "or4\ 

Mr.  STRACHEY  :  I  have  no  objection. 

Amendment  amended,  by  leaving  out, 
after  the  word  "imported,"  the  word 
"  and,"  and  inserting  the  word  "  or  " — 
{Mr.  Eumphreys-Omn) — instead  thereof. 

Question.  "  That  the  words,  *  But  any 
milk,  cream,  or  butter  containing  any 
preservative  shall  be  imported  or  sold  as 
preserved,  stating  the  name  of  the  preser- 
vative, and  the  amount  per  gallon  or  per 
pound  of  such  preservative,'  be  there 
inserted." 

*Mr.  long  :  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  not  think  it  necessary  to  divide 
the  House  upon  this  Amendment.  The 
law  as  it  stands  can  deal  with  injurious 
preservatives,  and  the  Amendment  will 
only  embarrass  the  trade.  It  is  because 
there  are  some  doubts  as  to  whether  pre- 
sen'ataves  are  harmless  or  not  that  the 
Government  have  appointed  a  Committee 
to  ascertain  whether  the  use  of  these  pre- 
servatives is  injurious.   It  is  undesirable 


to  propose  legislation  of  a  troublesome 

character  which  will  not  have  any  com- 
pensating advantage,  and  which  may 
seriously  interfere  with  large  businesses. 
If  the  result  of  the  inquiry  is  to  show 
that  the  use  of  preservatives  or  colouring 
matter  is  injurious,  the  question  can  be 
dealt  with. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  do  not  think  we  ought 
to  prohibit  preservatives,  but  I  think  the 
public  should  know  whether  they  are 
buying  a  pure  article  or  a  mixed  article. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

*SiR  WALTER  FOSTER :  I  desire  to 
move  an  Amendment  on  Clause  2,  which 
refers  not  only  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  but  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
The  object  of  this  Amendment  is  to  keep 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  the  posi- 
tion which  it  has  hitherto  held  as  the 
controlling  authority  over  the  various 
parts  of  the  comitry  as  regards  the 
administration  of  this  Act.  TMs  clause 
does  not  relate  simply  to  agricultural  pro- 
duce, but  to  articles  of  food  and  drugs 
generally,  and  it  is  therefore  on  all  fours 
with  the  old  powers  exercised  by  the 
Local  Government  Board.    I  wish  those 

C3wers  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
ocal  Government  Board,  and  not  to  !« 
in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
as  well.  I  do  not  think  it  is  expedient  to 
have  two  Government  Departments  inter- 
fering with  the.  local  authorities  with 
regara  to  tbeir  administration  of  ^is  Act. 
In  my  opinion,  the  words  in  question, 
which  refer  to  '*  the  general  intensts  of 
the  consumer  or  "  the  general  interests 
of  agriculture  in  the  United  Kingdom," 
suggesting  as  they  do  motives  Tot  the 
action  of  the  Board,  are  destructive  of 
public  confidence  in  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
I'^very  Act  of  Parliament  ought  to  do  its 
duty  between  every  subject  of  the  realm, 
without  suggesting  motives  for  action,  and 
I  do  not  wish  this  Bill  to  be  an  exception. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  28,  to  leave  out  tbe  wdrIk 
from  the  word  '  may '  to  the  word  *  direct.*  in 
line  32. '— (S'lr  Walter  Foster.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
roposod  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


Sir  K.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  can  to  a  certain 
extent  meet  the  hon.  Member.    I  could 
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not  accept  the  su^^tion  that  only  the 
Local  Government  Bomxl  should  act,  but 
I  can  meet  the  point  raised  the  hon. 
Member  by  striking  out  certain  of  the 
words  objected  to,  so  that  the  clause 
would  then  nm  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  or  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
may  direct  its  officers  to  sample  articles  of 
food,  &0. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  To  my  mind  the 
Solicitor-General  does  not  seem  to  meet 
thewholeofthe  objection  made  by  my  hon. 
hiend  to  the  clause  as  it  now  stands. 
The  intention  of  the  Government  mttst 
be  to  entrust  this  matter  either  to  one 
Department  or  another,  and  the  one  that 
initiates  the  Act  will  no  doubt  have  the 
administration  of  it.  I  should  like  to  see 
the  duties  entrusted  definitely  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  not  to  both 
Boards. 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL :  I  think 
the  Government  ought  to  consider  this 
point,  because  if  it  is  left  under  two 
Departments  it  will  be  very  difiScult  for 
the  local  authorities  to  put  the  law  in 
motion  at  all.  They  will  not  know 
which  Department  to  appeal  to.  In  ray 
view  the  administration  of  this  Bill  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  which  is  in  touch  with  the  local 
authorities  day  by  day,  and  I  think  there 
will  be  veiy  great  objection  on  the  part 
of  the  county  councils  to  any  dual  con- 
trol in  these  matters. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  Our  objections  to  this 
clause  are  not  entirely  removed  by  the 
concession  of  the  Solicitor-Genera^  for 
the  clause  has  to  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  Clause  3,  and  if  the  words 
'•  Local  Government  Board  or  Board  of 
Agriculture  "  are  retained  we  shall  find  a 
large  series  of  duties  alternating  between 
two  Boards.  There  is  no  precedent  for 
such  duality.  We  shall  have  two  Depart- 
ments wondng  independently  of  each 
other,  and  two  sets  of  inspectors,  which 
will  greatly  add  to  the  general  con- 
fusion. I  think  the  Government  would 
do  wisely  in  accepting  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon.  friend. 

♦Mr.  SPEAEJER  :  I  do  not  understand 
that  any  Amendment  is  moved  by  the 
Solicitor-General.  What  I  understood 
■vraa  that  the  hon.  Member  would 
make  a  concession  if  the  Amendment  of 
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the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Glasgow 
was  withdrawn. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  That  is  so. 

*Mr.  long  :  The  course  taken  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  is  not  likely  to  induce 
the  Government  to  make  concessions.  As 
the  Bill  was  introduced  the  authority  for 
carrying  out  certain  powers  was  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  and  to  meet  the 
objections  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
the  Government  assented  to  the  insertion 
of  the  words  "  Local  Government  Board." 
Now  we  found  that  that  eoncession  is  to 
be  turned  into  a  handle  for  the  elimination 
of  the  authority  which  originally  stood  in 
the  Bill.  That  is  to  my  mind  a  most  un- 
reasonable demand.  We  are  prepared  to 
stand  by  the  Solicitor-General's  under- 
taking, but  only  on  the  understanding 
that  it  is  accepted  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  If  the  House  is  to  be  asked  to 
discuss  that  concession  plus  certain  sug- 
gested additions,  then  we  should  mudi 
prefer  to  stand  by  the  terms  of  tiie 
as  it  is  at  present. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  I  certainly  think 
that  the  Department  which  ought  to  deal 
with  this  matter  is  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture. I  think  the  Government  would  be 
well  advised  in  striking  out  the  words, 
whether  the  Amendment  be  pressed  or 
not,  because  great  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  getting  local  authorities  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  similar  Acts, 
and  for  my  part  I  should  prefer  that  the 
administration  of  tJie  Bill  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Agricolture. 

Mr.  LOUGH  :  In  Clause  1  we  deal 
with  ports  of  entry,  and  in  Clause  2  we 
are  dealing  with  localities  and  not  with 
ports  of  entry,  and  in  the  operation  of 
the  clause  it  will  be  foimd  as  we  go  on 
more  and  more  impossible  to  exclude 
local  authcHities  from  administration. 
The  best  system  of  administration  will  be 
to  delegate  to  tiie  Local  Government 
Board  the  duty  of  galvanising  local 
authorities  into  life.  Responsibility 
should  lie  with  that  Board  to  secure 
uniformity  of  action. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  (Somersetshire,  E.) : 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  experience  we 
have  had  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
does  not  justify  the  agricultural  commu- 
nity in  considering  t^t  fiowd  a  repre- 
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sentative  authority  for  their  interests. 
One  of  the  main  objects  of  the  Bill  is  to 
look  after  agricultural  produce  in  the 
interest  of  consumer  and  producer.  In 
the  preceding  section  the  Customs 
authorities  are  required  to  give  informa- 
tion to  the  Board  of  Agriculture^  and  I 


fail  to  see  that  that  would  be  of  any  use 
if  power  to  take  actitm  were  withheld  from 

the  Board. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  183 ;  Noes, 
68.    (Division  List,  No.  281.) 


Arehdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^t,  Gapt.  JoBcelineFitzBoy 
Baud,  John  Ueoi^  Alexander 
Banbury,  Frederick  Geoi^ 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Balfour.Kt.Hn.A.J.  (Manch'r) 
Halfoar,RtHoD.G.  Vf.  (Leeds) 
Banbnry,  Frederick  George 
Barton,  Donbar  Planket 
B&tliurst,  Hon.  Allen  Beui. 
Beacb,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.-(Bnst'l 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Big«-ood,  James 
Bond,  Edward 
BoBcawen,  Arthur  GrifGth- 
IJrodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
BrookGeld,  A.  Montuni 
Bollard,  Sir  Harry 
Batcher,  John  George 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
C^mntchael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberl^,Rt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Cochill,  DonglaB  Han^ 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Loma 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jeese 
Colomh,  Sir  J.  Cliarlea  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Ahvvne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Comwallia,  Fiennes  Stanley  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  EdwardBainbndge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cnbitt,  Hon.  Heniy 
Comni,  Viscoimt 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Cliarles 
Davies,SirHoratioD.{Chathara 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-(Cardig'n) 
Denny,  Colonm 
Dickson- Foyndw,  Sir  John  P. 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  Geoive 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fellowe8,Hon.  Aihvyn  Edward 
FergiiS80n,Rt  Hn  SirJ(Maac'r) 
FieN,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatync 
I^rbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Hsher,  William  Hayes 

Mr.  StMw9e. 


AYES. 

FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harty  S.  (Suffolk) 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galioway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbcs  Hon.  Vicary(Sb.  Albans) 
Gilliat,  John  Sannders 
Godson.SirAugustusFrederick 
Ooldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,RtHnGJ(St.Geoi^e'B) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
GreeQe,W.Raymond(Gamt».) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laarence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haider,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Jebb,  Richard  ClaTerhou»e 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kemp,  George 

Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Lambert,  George 
Lawrence,SirErDuming-(Com 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lees,  Sur  Elliott  (Burkenhead 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-  (Sw'ns'a 
Lockwood,  Lt.-CoL  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  CoLChas.  W.(Eve8ham) 
Long,Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lope*,  Henry  Yarde  Bnller 
Lome,  Mar^nesB  of 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Killop,  James 
Massey-Main  wariug,Hn.  W.  F. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colontjl  Victor 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.(Monni*thali.) 


Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray.Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(BaUi) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
NichoUon,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
Norton,  CapL  Cecil  William 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Herbert  P.(Darliogton) 
Penn,  John 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Richie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T, 
Rolnnaon,  Brooke 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneox 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely.  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebottom,  T.  H.  (Stalybr.) 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysli.) 
Smith,  JamesParkerl  Lanarks. ) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxi.Univ. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinflon,  Wra.  Edw.Murmy 
Valentia,  Vlsoonnt 
Warde,  Lt-  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vemon- 
Whiteley.H.  I  Ashton-under-L. 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,J.W.(Worcestersh,N.) 
Wodehoa8e,Rt,Hn.E.R,(Batb) 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.  R  Stuart- 
Wrighteon,  Thomas 
Wybe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Comiuander(Uerk»,E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  WalronU  and 
Mr.  An!<tmther. 
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Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Asher,  Alexaiider 
Asqnith,  Kt.  Hon.  HerU.Heii. 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Itillson,  Alfred 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bnchannn,  ThomaB  Rybam 
Caldwell,  James 
CameroD,SirCharles(Glas^w 
Campbell -Bannerman^  Sir  H. 
Caaston,  Richard  Knight 
Chaoning,  Francin  AUston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. (Caithness-fth. ) 
Colville,  John 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Doogan,  F.  C. 

Donelas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duckworth,  James 

£mmott,  Alfred 

Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Evernhe<l,  Sydney 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 


{18  July  1899} 
NOES. 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Johh 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gardon,Sir  William  Brampton 
Hayne.  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Johnson- Ferguson,  Jabez  E. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jonep,  Wm.  (Camarvonsliire) 
Kav-Shuttlewortli,Rt  HnSirlJ 
Labonchere,  Henry 
LawsoniSirWilfridiCamVIand 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richard 
Lough,  Thomaf 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Laren,  Cliarlex  Benjamin 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morris,  Samuel, 
Nussey,  Thoman  Willans 
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Paulton,  Jamefl  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Provand,  Andrew  Drj'burgh 
Randell,  David 
RichanlKOn,  J.  (Durham,S.  E.) 
Hobaon,  William  Snowdon 
Shaw,  Cliarles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellasley 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stfuihope,  Hon.  Fbilip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Cliarlen 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
ThomaK,DavidAlfred(Merthr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Warner,  Thomas  CoumenayT. 
Williams,  JohnCarvell  (Notts. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tellbrs  for  the  Noes.— 
Captain  Sinclair  and  Mr. 
Jonathan  Samuel. 


Other  Amendments  made. 

Mr.  STRACHEY  :  I  contend  that  in 
cases  where  the  analysis  is  in  favour  of 
the  local  authority  that  local  authority 
should  not  be  made  to  pay  the  cost.  I 
think  this  is  an  Amendment  in  the  nature 
of  a  compromise  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  easily  accept,  and  I  beg 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

In  page  3,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  of 
inragrapli  {b),  of  sub-section  (1),  of  Clause  2.— 
{Mr.  Strttrhetf.) 

Question  pnnmsed  :  *'  That  the  words 
of  paragraph  (6)  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

*Mr.  LONG  :  I  am  afraid  it  would  be 
impossible  for  me  to  accept  this  com- 

f>romise,  for  I  think  that  to  relieve  the 
ocal  authority  which  has  been  in  default 
up  to  that  moment^  because  a  particular 
ajialysis  found  the  article  not  to  be  adul- 
terated, would  be  a  very  odd  proceeding. 
I  am  sure  the  House  will  realise  that  if 
imder  the  law  as  it  stands  the  local 
authorities  are  to  carry  out  the  Acts,  and 
are  to  be  responsible  for  the  expense,  it 
would  be  a  poor  way  to  effect  this,  to  tell 
them  that  if  they  would  leave  it  to  the 
central  authority  they  would  escape  the 
cost.  The  Government  Department  can- 
not act  at  all  unless  Aey  ^uxvepimd  facie 


reasons  for  believing  that  the  local 
authority  is  in  default,  and  in  those 
circumstances  the  local  authority  ought 
to  pay. 

Question  put^  and  negatived. 

Another  Amendment  made. 

Another  Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  20,  tO  leave  out  the  words 
from  the  word  'food*  to  the  words  *  the  BoanI,' 
in  line  22."— (iSfir  Walter  Foster.) 

Question,  "That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  desire 
to  move  the  omission  of  Clause  4,  because 
it  makes  a  fundamental  change  in  the 
existing  law,  and  I  ver^  much  prefer  the 
law  as  it  is.  Under  tms  clause  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  takes  the  right  of  fixmg 
the  standards  in  regard  to  milk,  cream, 
butter,  and  cheese.  In  the  Act  of  1872 
one  part  deals  with  adulterations  which 
are  injurious  to  health,  and  the  other 
part  deals  with  the  adulterations.  At 
the  present  moment,  if  an  adulteration 
takes  place,  the  law  provides  machinery 
for  trying  whether  it  is  injurioua  to 
health,  and  the  court  decides  this  point, 
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and  until  such  decision  has  been  arrived 
at  these  very  serious  penalties  do  not 
eiuue.  But  under  this  proposal,  in- 
stead of  expert  evidence  being  taken, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  on  his  own 
responsibility,  undertakes  to  declare  that 
a  certain  admixture  is  injurious  to  health. 
I  have  no  doubt  this  power  is  aimed  at 
the  preservatives  in  butter  and  milk, 
although  there  is  a  Committee  now 
inquiring  into  this  subject.  I  have  no 
desire  to  labour  the  question,  but  the 
introduction  of  the  words  enabling  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  declare  what  is 
injurious  to  health  in  connection  with  the 
third  section  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act^  1875,  would  effect  such  an 
important  change  that  it  must  be 
r^arded  as  a  matter  of  very  serious 
importance.  I  think  attention  should 
be  called  to  this  subject,  and  if  the  House 
desires  that  to  be  the  law  it  should 
pronounce  it  with  its  eyes  open,  I  beg 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page 4,  line  1,  to  leave  ottt  Clause  4." — 
(iStr  Cnanes  Otmeron). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  to 
the  word  *in,'  in  line  5,  stand  part  of  the 
BiU.'" 

•MB.  LONG  :  I  do  not  think  that  this 
clause  lays  down  what  is  injurious  to 
health.  The  House  will  rememl>er  that 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
reference  forthe  establishmentof  standards 
of  purity  is  a  question  in  which  a  great 
deal  of  interest  has  been  taken.  This 
subject  was  carefully  inquired  into  by  the 
Committee,  and  one  of  their  recommenda- 
tions was  that  a  committee  of  reference 
for  the  selection  of  standards  of  purity 
should  be  appointed.  When  we  took  up 
the  consideration  of  this  question  we  felt 
that  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  carrying 
out  that  recommendation  were  insuper- 
able, and  that  great  risks  would  be  run  if 
such  a  committee  were  to  be  appointed  ; 
and  that  while  undoubtedly  this  would  be 


the  case  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  such  a  committee,  if  appointed, 
would  be  very  doubtful.  At  the  same 
time,  we  felt  that  it  was  very  desirable 
that  something  should  be  done  to  guide 
expert  opinion  upon  these  questions.  We 
therefore  adopted  what  is  now  contained 
in  Clause  4  as  a  sort  of  compromise. 
Having  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  desirable  to  appoint  a  committee  of  ex- 
pertsand  others,  we  thoughtthat  committee 
would  be  able  to  examine  these  different 
questions,  and  advise  us  as  to  what  ought 
to  be  the  proper  regulations.  At  present, 
unfortunately,  there  is  occasionally  a  diffi- 
culty to  be  found  in  the  difference  of  the 
opinion  of  the  district  analyst  and  the 
analyst  acting  for  the  Governmeiit 
What  we  hope  is  that  there  shall  be  esta- 
blished a  presumption  of  what  is  to  be 
pure  food,  and  having  got  that  we  are 
hopeful  that  it  will  result  in  bringing  to- 
gether the  Government  analyst  and  the 
district  analyst  and  providing  them  wiih 
information  of  a  definite  character.  We 
believe  that  by  helping  in  this  way  we 
shall  be  simplifying  the  procedure  and 
making  it  more  efficient.  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  consent  to  the  omission  of 
this  clause. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  said  that  the 
clause  whilst  it  proposed  to  raise  the  pre- 
sumption of  standards  did  not  show  in 
what  way  that  presumption  was  to  be  ob- 
tained.. In  his  opinion  the  matter  would 
have  been  much  better  dealt  with  by  a 
Departmental  Committee.  He  did  not 
think  the  scheme  proposed  in  the  clause 
would  work  at  all  well,  and  therefore  he 
would  be  very  glad  to  see  it  omitted 
from  the  Bill. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  141 ; 
Noes,  44.    (Division  List,  No.  282.) 


Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bai^ot,  Capt.  JoscelineFitzIloy 
lialf^aiTCs,  Lord 
Ba  If  aur.Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  {Manc'r. ) 
Balfonr,  Rt.  Hon.G.W.  (Leeds) 
Barton,  Dnnbor  Plnnke* 

Sir  Charles  Cameron. 


AYES. 

Bathurft,  Hon.  Allen  U. 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H.-{BristoI 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Hentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthor  Gritfith- 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St-.  John 
Bnmkfield,  A.  Montaga 


Carlile,  William  Walter 
Clialoner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Binn. ) 
C!iaiiiberlain,J.Auaten(\\*orc'r 
Channinff,  Francis  Allston 
Charrinuton,  Spencer 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithne»i-iUi. 
Cochnwe,  Hon.  Tbos.  H.  A  E. 
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C-ollii4!S,  Jit  Hod.  JesHe 
t'oloiub.  Sir  John  Charles  R. 
Cooke,  C.  \V.  K.  (Hereford) 
t 'ornwalHs,  KioiinesSUHiIeyW. 
Cuhitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Ciirzoii,  Viscount 
Diilkeitli,  Karl  of 
Da!ynii|iie,  Sir  < 'Imrles 
Diiviea,  Sir  H.  I).  (Clmthftni)  | 
I>avit's,M. Viiut{lian-{( 'Anlij^  ' 
Denny,  ('olonel 
Douglity,  (Jeor^re 
l)ouyla!<,  lU.  Hon.  H.  Akers- 
Doujtliis-l'eiinant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Dnicker,  A. 

Dnncoiiibe,  Hon.  Hnl^ert  A'. 
Ilyke,  Kt.Hon.Sir  William  II. 
FelloweH,  Hon.  Ailwyn  K. 
J''iel<I,  Ailmiml  (Eiislboume) 
Kinch,  (JeorLre  H. 
rinlay,  Sir  Uol»ert  llannatjue 
l-'irlmiik,  Joseph  Thomas 
I'isher,  SVilliani  Hiiyes 
I'oster,  fulonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Snffolk) 
(J(!il<;e,  Sydney 
(Jihbons,  J.  Lloyil 
<;  (lids worthy,  Major-f Jenenil 
(lonion,  Hon,  .John  PMwarrl 
(Jornt,  iu.  Hon.  Sir  J.  KIdon 
(;<Mclien,UtHnG.I  (KtGeor<,'e'B] 
(loschen.  George  J.  (Shrsbx) 
(loulding,  Edward  Alfred 
(iray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gre<>n,  W.  I).  (Wednesbury) 
( ireene,  W.  Kaymond-(Ciwnos. ) 
Gretton,  Jolm 
Gi-eville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Caiacron 
Hanbiir}-,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 


HanKHi,  Sir  Reginald 
Hanly,  Lanrence 

Hendersun,  Alexander 
Hobhousc,  Henry 
Jehb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
.lefirey;*,  Arthur  Frederick 
flohnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kearky.  Hiidnon  £. 
Kemp,  Gi»orgc 

Kenyon-SIaney,  Col.  William 
Keswifk,  William 
Lafune,  Alfred 
Lambert,  Georpe 
La  wrence.Sir  K.  1  )nnung- ( Com 
Lawrence,  Wra.  F.  (LiveriHwl) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (YorkB.) 
Ijee»,  Sir  Elliott  (liirkcnlieatl) 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H. (Somerset) 
Ijockwood,  Lt.-('ol.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Ijiing,  ('ol.  <*has,W.(EveBham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lome,  Mar(|ueHH  of 
Loytl,  Ai-cliie  Kirkiuan 
Lucas-Sluulwell,  WilliaTi 
Macartney,  W,  (!.  Ellison 
Macdooo,  John  Cumniing 
Maclnre,  Sir  John  William 
M'Killop,  James 
Ma'wey-  Main  waring,Hn.  M'.  F. 
Mildmay,  FranciH  Biufthani 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Mihvanl,  Colonel  Victor 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.(Monm'th8h.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Murray,  Kb.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bate) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventrj')  ] 
Murray,  Col.Wyndham  (Uatn) 
Newdiga'  e,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Kinian  I 


ParkeH,  Ebenezer 
Peaite,Herl)ert  P.  (Darlington) 
Powell,  Sir  Francift  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ren tonl,  James  Alexander 
Itidley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M-  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Royds,  (_!|ttment  Molyneux 
Ruwiell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Seely,  Cliarle.*>  Hilton 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysh.) 
Smith,  Jam.  Parker  (Lacarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  I).(Strand) 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Ijincs.) 
Stock,  JanifHt  Henry 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Toltemaohe,  Htinrv  James 
Tomlinson,  Wni.  E.  Murray 
Valenbia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Lieut. -Col.  C.E.  (Kent) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
\Vhiteley,H.  {AHht'n-under-L.  • 
AN'illiams,  (Jolonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Wili4on,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.(Worcestersh.N.) 
Wodehouse,  RtHn.E.R.(ltath) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.B.Stnart- 
Wrightson,  Thomas 
Wyiie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
WymHiam-Quin,  Major  W.H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander(Berka,E.) 
Tellers   for  thk  Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Aiistruttier. 


NOES. 


Aslier,  Alexander 
IlillHOii,  Alfred 
l!ry(^e,  Rt.  lion.  James 
Itucbanan,  Thoma-i  Rybum 
C'aldwell,  James 
C^mpbell-RnnnenuflJi,  Sir  II. 
Ctinnichael,  Sir  T.  I),  (iibsim-  | 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Colville,  Jolm 
Dalziel,  Jamen  Henry 
Dewjir,  Arthur 
l>ui>gan,  P.  ('. 

l)uu"liui,  (^liarlcHM.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Kniniott,  Alfred 
KTans,SunmeI,T.  ((ilunorgan) 

Other  Amendments  made. 


Everslie<l,  Sydney 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (I)erbyCo.) 

GlndHtone,Rt.HnHerbertJohn 

(Imldard,  Daniel  Ford 

Ha^-ne,Rt.Hon.  (-Irnrles Seale- 

Hoiland.Wni.H.(York,W.  R.) 

Honiiinan,  Frederick  John 

.lolinson-Fei^iHon,  Jabez  Ed. 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Jonas,  William(('amarvonsh.) 

Lawson.  Sir  W.  (Cnmberlond) 

Leng,  Sir  Jehn 

liough,  Thomas 

Macaleese,  Daniel 

M'Croe,  (ileoive 

M'l^ren,  Charles  Benjamin 


Pearson,  Sir  Weetnian  D. 
Pravand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Randell,  David 

Richardson,  J.  {Durham,  S.  E.) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Cliartes  Edw.  (Stafforxl) 
Soanies,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stuart,  James  (Sliorenitch) 
Snllivan,  Donal  (Weatmeath) 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Williams,JohnCarvell  (Notts.) 

Tkllkrs  pos  ths  Noes— 
Kir  (^barlea  Ciuueron  and 
Captain  Sinclair. 


Further  consideration,  as  amended,  de- 
ferred till  To-morrow. 

PNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON  ACT  (1898) 
AMENDMENT  RILL. 

Conaidorcd  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment ;  rearl  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

VOL.  LXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


I  METROPOLITAN  POLICE  (SALARIES.) 
I  liesoliition  reported,  "That  it  is  ex- 
I  pe<lient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out 
of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parlia- 
ment', of  the  salaries  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Police  of  the  Metropolis,  the 
Receiver  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Dis- 
trict, and  the  Assistant  Commissioners  of 
Police  of  the  Metropolis." 

Bcsolution  agreed  to. 
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Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Secre- 
tary Sir  Matthew  White  Kidley  and  Mr. 
Jesse  Colling. 

METROPOLITAN    POLICE  [SALARIES] 
(No.  2}  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  with  respect  to 
the  salaries  and  ollowanooa  of  the  Com- 
missioner, Receiver,  and  Assistant  Com- 
missioners of  the  Metropolitan  Police," 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  road  a  second  time  upon 
Monday  next,  an(^  to  bo  printed.  (Bill 
277.) 

CONGESTED  DISTKICTR  BOAUD  (lUE- 
LAND)  [EXPENSES]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed— 

"That  it  is  expeilient  to  authorise  the  pay- 
ment, out  of  moneys  to  lie  provided  by  Piirliti- 
ment,  of  an  animal  Huni,  not  exceeding  £.2i\0()0, 
for  the  pnr[M)i^eK  of  the  Congented  DintrictH 
Board  (Ireland]  Acti^,  incliiiling  the  ptiyment 
of  tlie  nalarieH  or  remuneration  of  ofncera  cm- 
ployed  by  the  Board,  and  the  administrative 
exjienfies  of  tlie  Board,  in  purxnance  of  any  Act 
of  the  preseot  n^oion  relating  to  the  Oongetited 
Districts  Board  (Ireland)." 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid.)  said 
he  felt  bound  to  enter  a  protest  against 
the  method  adopted  in  those  matters 
which  affected  boui  Ireland  and  Scothuid. 
The  Irish  Bills  were  always  brought  for- 
ward, but  the  Scotch  were  left  to  take 
their  chance. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  also  protested, 
but  raised  no  objection  so  lon^  as  an 
amount  equivalent  to  that  given  to 
Ireland  by  this  Bill  was  given  to  Scot^ 
land. 

Question  putj  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

NAVAL   WORKS  [CONSOLIDATED 
FUND]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  (1)  That  it  is  expedient  to 
make  further  provision  for  the  construc- 
tion of  works  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
elsewhere  for  the  purposes  of  the  Royal 
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Navy,  and  to  authorise  the  issue,  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  such  sums  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  £3,100,000,  as 
may  be  required  for  those  purposes,  and 
to  apply  tho  provisions  of  The  Naval 
Works  Act,  1895,  and  of  The  Naval 
Works  Act)  189G  (as  to  the  mode  of 
raising  money,  and  as  to  the  application 
of  surplus  income)  to  tho  said  purposes. 
(2)  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law 
^vith  respect  to  the  constniction  and  nse 
of  tramways  for  naval  purposes. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

,  EMPLOYMENT  OF  WOMEN  OVERTIME 
IN  WASHING  BOTTLES,  ETC. 

The  following  notice  of  motion  stood  on 
the  Paper  in  the  name  of  Sir  James 
Rankin  (Herefordshire,  Leominster) — 

"  That  the  Order  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  extend- 
ing to  factories  ami  workshops  in  which 
the  washing  of  bottles  for  use  in  the  pre- 
serving of  fruit  is  carried  on,  the  special 
exception  (Employment  of  Women  Over- 
time) ought  to  bo  annulled." 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean)  asked  when  this 
motion  would  be  taken,  and  stated  that 
on  the  previous  day  many  hon.  Gentle- 
men had  made  arrangements  under  the 
belief  that  it  was  definitely  postponed 
until  that  day.  It  was  a  matter  which 
was  exciting  a  great  deal  of  interest,  and 
the  right  hon.  Bfu*onot  thought  it  would 
be  convenient  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Ti*easury  could  give 
a  definite  promise  as  to  when  it  woiUd  be 
discussed. 

The  first  LORD  of  the,  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  thought  it  would  meet  the  convenience 
of  hon.  Members  if  the  matter,  although 
appearing  on  the  Paper,  should  be  put  off 
to  some  night  when  it  could  be  taken  at 
a  fairly  early  period  of  the  evening.  He 
hatl  some  little  difficulty  in  fixing  a  day 
for  its  discussion,  but  he  would  endeavoiu* 
to  fix  an  early  date. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House 
of  the  17th  day  of  this  instant  July,  Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  tho  House  without 
Question  put. 

IIouRO  adjourned  acconlingly  at 
On&.of  the  clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  \m  July  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINMSS. 


BKISTOL  GAS  BILL  tLords]. 
Lords    Amendment    to  GommonB 
Amendments  considered,    and  agreed 
to. 

MIDLAND  AND  SOUTH  WESTERN 
•  ,      JUNCTION  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

OWENS  COLLEGE,  MANCHESTER,  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

HUMBER  CONSERVANCY  BILL  fLonis]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 


<3 


PETITIONS. 


GROUND     RENTS     (TAXATION  BY 
LOCAL  AUTHORITIES). 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Bradford, 

and  Lee  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

^  POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
^  ACT,  1846. 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  law,  from 
Kincardine,  and  Banff ;  to  lie  upon  the 
*^  Table. 

^  TELEGRAPHS  (TELEPHONIC  COMMU- 
-§  NICATION,  ETC.)  BILL. 

^      Petition  from  Edinburgh,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Oldham,  agunst ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &t. 


EAST  INDIA  (ACCOUNTS  AND  ESTI- 
MATES, 1899-1900). 

Copy  presented^  of  Explanatory  Memo- 
randum by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  [by  Command]:  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

VOL.  LXXIV.  [Fourth  Serixs.] 


EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
(England  and  Wales),  with  Appendix, 
1898-9  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

NAVY  (ENGINES  AND  BOILERS  OF 
SHIPS). 

Copy  ordered,  *'  of  Tables  tmd  Weights 
of  Machinery,  etc.,  of  certain  Ships  of  the 
Royal  Navy  fitted  with  Water-lSihe  and 

Cylindrical  Return-Tube  Boilers ;  together 
with  the  indicated  Horse  Power,  Con- 
sumption of  Coal  per  Indicated  Horse 
Power,  and  Speed  obtained  by  them  on 
Trials    during   recent    years."  —  (jtfr. 

Copy  presented  accordingly to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  282.] 


ROYAL  NIGER  COMPANY  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  Chtiitcellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
I  confess  I  really  cannot  make  out  from  the 
data  which  are  given  to  the  public  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what  we  are 
to  pay  to  the  company,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  able 
financier  as  we  know  him  to  be,  would  be 
able  to  do  so  himself  simply  upon  the 
papers  which  we  have  before  us.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances,  if  the  House  is 
to  exercise  any  control,  the  matter  would 
be  referred  to  a  inielect  Committee,  and 
that  Select  Committee  would  hear  evi- 
dence on  the  subject.  It  is  exceedingly 
difficult  for  us  to  form  any  opinion  (and  I 
say  it  with  aU  respect  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer)  Upon  tbti  genei^ 
speeches  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  upon  the  criticisms  thereof 
which  have  been  advanced.  The  only 
fact  that  is  absolutely  clear  to  me  is  that 
we  have  got  to  pay  the  sum  of  £865,000. 
That  is  admitted.  How,  in  the  name  of 
wonder,  is  this  sum  made  up  1  We  have 
first  the  balance-sheet,  and  then  the 
administrative  expenditure.  The  first 
balance-sheet  is  that  of  1884.  There  we 
find  that  the  capital  <^  the  company 
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amounted  to  195,000  shares,  which  were 

fiven  to  some  old  company  bought  out 
y  this  company.  A  little  lower  down  I 
see  £115,000  expended  for  the  goodwill 
of  this  old  company  in  excess  of  this 
£195,000  worth  of  shares.  The  only 
shares  that  I  can  see  sold  for  cash  are 
shares  on  which  £2  was  paid  up,  and  that 
amounts  to  £133,350.  Then  we  get  into 
further  difficulties  when  we  come  to  the  loan. 
The  right  hon.  Glentleman  tells  us  that  a 
portion  of  the  money  we  have  to  pay  is 
for  a  loan  of  £250,000  which  the  company 
was  authorised  to  raise,  and  which  was 
charged  on  the  customs  duties.  In  1888 
this  loan  is  stated  at  £133,000  and  the 
interest  at  £6,050 ;  but  the  greater  part 
of  the  loan  was  actually  held  by  the  com- 


these  treaties.    I  presume  something 
was  paid,  either  in  the  form  of  cotton 
goods  or  gin,  but  certainly  in  regard  to 
about  fifty  of  them  absolately  nothing 
was  paid  for  them.    The  company  have 
not  bought  them  in  any  sort  of  way^ 
but  under  them  they  assumed  certain 
responsibilities,  and,  as  I  understand,  this 
country  has  agreed  to  pay  a  certain  sum 
of  money  per  annum.     The  company 
have  Iraught    none  of  these  treaties, 
and,  therefore,  they  hare  nothing  to- 
sell.      Then   there    is   the  question 
of  the  purchase  of  land.    It  appean 
that  certain  lands  on  the  Niger  are  to  be  , 
bought  from  the  company.    Are  we  to- 
understand  that  the  company  has  all  the 
lands  on  the  Niger  1    Are  we  to  suppose 


pany,  and  was  unissued.    It  has  been  !  that  they  have  acquired  a  species  of  com- 


admitted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer that  the  shareholders  were  given  30  | 
per  cent,  on  their  holdings  as  a  sort  of 
bonus. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  Not  as  a  bonus. 

Ma.  LABOUCHERE:  Well,  30  per 
cent,  was  given  to  them,  whether  we  call 
it  a  bonus  or  anything  else,  and,  as  I 
understand,  that  30  per  cent,  went  into 
the  pockets  of  the  shareholders.  In  no 
case  was  it  expended  on  the  service  of  the 
company.  When  you  get  to  the  balance- 
sheets  you  find  quite  a  different  story. 
The  loan  has  sprung  up  to  £250,000,  and 
the  interest  is  put  down  in  the  revenue 
account  as  £12,<500  per  annum.  I  would 
like  to  know  how  much  of  that  loan 
was  really  issued  to  the  public,  and  what 
was  done  with  it.  Was  it  expended  on 
the  company  or  was  it  not  ?  Certainly 
the  30  per  cent,  could  not  have  been. 

Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH:  Shall  I 
explain  now,  or  would  the  hon.  Member 
prefer  to  complete  his  speech  1 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  explain  now 
he  can,  but  as  I  have  one  or  two  more 
points  perhaps  it  would  be  more  con- 
venient that  I  should  finish  my  speech. 
So  much  for  the  capital  of  the  company. 
One  of  the  things  we  buy  from  this  com- 
pany is  an  assorted  car^o  of  treaties, 
which  they  have  made  with  divers  chiefs 
and  others  in  the  interior  of  Africa.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  was  paid  for 

Mr.  Labouehere^ 


mercial  monopoly  and  can  prevent  others 
from  having  landing  and  trading  places 
on  the  Niger  ?   That  seems  to  me  abso- 
lutely impossible.    I  do  not  suppose  that- 
these  chiefs  sold  the  whole  of  their  lands. 
They  ^ave  the  company,  in  all  probability^ 
a  specific  plot  of  land  on  which  to  build 
their  trading  station,  but  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  the  company  own  these 
lands  in  the  sense  that  a  person  owns 
property  in  this  country.    If  they  do, 
how  was  it  acquired  1    Wliat  did  they 
pay  for  it  1    There  is  another  point.  The 
Government  have  agreed  to  pay  to  the 
company  50  per  cent,  of  all  the  royalties 
they  may  exact — and  these  really  are  the 
speculati\'e  chances  of  the  whole  thing— 
in  addition  to  the  sum  they  pay  down. 
Having  done  all  this,  and  ha\ing  given 
the  company  all  these  things,  what  do  we 

fet  for  the  money  we  are  paying  T 
t  appears  to  me  we  leave  the  company 
all  the  advantages  it  has  ever  possessed. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
stated  that  others  will  be  able  to  trade 
there  under  the  new  order  of  things.  But 
has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  read 
the  charter  1  Is  he  aware  that  Claifse  14 
specifically  provides  that  the  company 
shall  have  no  sort  of  trade  monopoly  f 
Anybody  may  go  there  and  trade  nith 
them  under  equal  conditions.  We  leave 
the  company  the  right  to  trade  there,  and 
do  not  deprive  them  of  any  sort  of 


we 

monopoly.  They  never  had  a  monopoly^ 
and  consequently  they  cannot  sell  one. 
We  also  give  them,  so  far  as  I  see,  the 
pick  of  the  landing  places  on  the  Niger, 
while  we  undertake  tlie  administration,  of 
the  country  and  agree  to  pay  all  the  ad- 
ministrative expenditure.  Why,  therefore^ 
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we  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  any 
money  at  all  I  confess  I  do  not  know.  I 
find  on  looking  at  the  balance-sheet  for 
1898,  the  company  expended  in  Bu1>sidies 
and  on  matters  of  administration  £15,993. 
They  will  not  have  to  pay  that  in  the 
future.  'They  paid  for  tne  constabulary 
force  £41,137,  and  for  steamers,  less  the 
amount  charged  against  the  company  for 
freight  on  their  own  goods,  £29,527. 
They  further  paid  £21,000  for  salaries 
and  £7,000  for  home  administration.  On 
the  other  side — the  revenue — the  imports 
of  the  Koyal  Niger  Company  were 
£62,794.  What  does  that  mean  i  Does 
it  mean  the  duties  they  collected  on  these 
imporUl  The  exports  were  £48,981. 
1>CN»  that  mean  duty  also  1 

SiR  M.  HICKS-BEACH  was  understood 
to  reply  in  the  afl&mative. 

.Mk.  LABOUCHERE  :  They  received 
then  this  amount  in  duties  as  against  their 
expenditure.  I  presume  we  shall  have 
those  duties  in  tne  future.  But  is  the 
right  hoii.  Gentleman  prepared  to  say 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  administer  the 
countr}'  and  pay  all  these  subsidies  and 
constabulary  and  other  expenses  out  of 
the  total  of  £113,0001  We  know  per- 
fectly well  that  the  cost  will  be  greater  to 
the  Imperial  Government  than  it  is  to  the 
company,  which,  wants  to  earn  as  much 
dividend  as  it  possibly  can,  and  so 
*'  skimps  "  its  administrative  expenditure 
as  much  as  possible.  We  ought  to  have 
some  explanation  of  all  these  matters,  for 
with  the  information  now  before  us  we 
are  not  in  a  position  to  say  whether  the 
sum  proposed  to  be  paid  to  the  company 
is  fair  or  unfair.  It  seems  to  me,  on 
such  iluHt  as  we  have,  to  be  an  excessive 
sum.  Not  only  have  the  shareholders 
alreadj'  received  an  equivalent  to  a  lionus 
of  30  per  cent,  on  their  holdings,  but 
they  are  to  receive  an  extra  20  per  cent., 
as  the  shares  are  to  be  bought  at  a  pre- 
mium of  20  per  cent.  I  am  not  going  to 
raise  the  point  for  the  moment  of  the  expe- 
iliency  of  taking  over  this  large  territory, 
with  its  30,000,000  of  human  beings,  for 
whose  good  government  we  are  making 
ourselves  responsible.  We  are  taking  oA'er 
these  responsibilities  because  a  charter 
was  granted  to  certain  persons  to  trade 
in  this  country,  and  our  Government 
agreed  to  treaties  which  the  company 
made  with  certain  chiefs  in  the  interior 
of  Africa.  We  have,  solely  in  consequence 


of  this,  to  take  over  as  part  and  parcel  of 
the  British  Empire  a  huge  district  in 
Western  Central  Africa  eotei-minous  with 
the  French  frontier  there,  and  which,  in 
my  opinion,  we  had  far  better  ha\e  left 
alone.  I  hope  that  this  will  be  an  object- 
lesson  to  the  House  and  to  all  future, 
(irovemments  not  to  grant  these  charters. 
1 1  do  not  think  this  particular  charter  is 
I  the  sort  of  speculative,  disreputable, 
\  gambling  affair  which  is  the  case  with 
that  of  the  British  South  Africa  Company, 
but  still  we  are  forced  into  taking  all 
these  responsibilities  upon  ourselves 
simply  because  we  have  granted  a  com- 
mercial charter  to  certain  persons  to  trade 
in  these  (listricts. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  must  protest  against  the 
manner  in  which  this  Bill  has  been 
brought  on.  Wednesday  is  most  incon- 
venient for  many  hon.  Members,  and  I 
need  only  mention  the  case  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  E&st  Mayo,  who  has  taken 
a  very  keen  interest  in  this  measure,  and 
is  opposed  to  it  both  in  principle  and  in 
reganl  to  its  details.  At  this  moment  he 
is  engaged  on  a  Grand  Committee  up- 
stairs, and  I  daresay  other  hon.  Mem}>era 
are  in  the  same  position.  I  came  down 
here  at  twelve  o'clock,  but  was  called  out 
by  some  of  the  many  visitors  with  whose 
presence  we  are  favoured  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  and  when  I  returned  I  found 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
moved  the  Bill  simply  by  raising  his  hat. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  the  vigilance  of  the 
hon.  Meml>er  for  Northampton  it  would 
have  gone  through  its  Second  Reading 
without  a  single  word  of  discussion.  I  do 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
dealt  fairly  with  uie  House  in  bringing  for- 
ward the  Bill  in  that  way.  The  matter  ia 
made  worse  by  the  oircumstance  that  on 
the  previous  occasion  when  the  question 
was  before  us  stress  was  laid  upon  the 
fact  that  that  was  practically  only  a  for- 
mal stage,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  a 
colleague  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  de- 
clared that  while  he  would  not  vote  on 
the  subsequent  stages  qf  the  Bill  he  felt 
entitled  to  do  so  then  as  that  was  a  purelpr 
formal  stage.  The  result  is  that  this  is 
practically  the  first  opportunity  sinccthe 
formal  sta^  the  House  has  had  of  dis- 
cussing  this  question,  and  although  the. 
BiU  involves  nearly  a  million  of  money,. . 
I  and  the  acquisition  of  a  large  space 
I  of  territory,  and  nearly  30,000,000  or 
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40,000,000  of  new  subjects  of  the  Crown, 
it  is  brought  on  at  twelve  o'clock  on  a 
Wednesday  sitting  at  the  fag  end  of  the 
session.  I  agree  with  the  Eon.  Member 
for  Northampton  that  this  chartered 
company  has  some  favourable  points  of 
contrast  with  other  chartered  companies ; 
and  I  believe  it  has  been  free  mainly  from 
stock -jobbing  operations.  At  the  same  time 
I  think  I  am  entitled  to  make  these  obser- 
vations. Some  people  are  noted  for  their 
virtues  and  some  attain  fame  by  their 
vices.  I  believe  that  the  best  argument 
in  favour  of  this  Bill  is  to  be  found  in  some 
of  the  acts  which  can  be  laid  to  the  charge 
of  the  company.  I  have  asked  several 
of  my  friends  to  speak  in  the  discussion 
of  the  details  of  this  measure,  but  the  in- 
variable answer  has  been  that  they  are 
so  relieved  at  the  idea  of  the  country 
being  emancipated  from  the  dangers  and 
the  practically  unlimited  responsibilities 
connected  with  a  chartered  company  that 
they  are  not  going  to  look  into  the  details 
at  all.  I  interpret  that  as  meaning  that 
the  Boyal  Niger  Company  has  done  things 
which  have  been  so  dangerous  to  the  wel- 
fare and  safety  of  the  country  that  people 
are  willing  to  get  rid  of  it  at  any  cost. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  opening 
speech  gave,  as  one  of  the  reasons  why 
this  company  ought  to  be  bought  out, 
that  it  had  brought  the  country  to  the 
brink  of  war  with  another  nation.  A  com- 
pany which  brings  two  great  nations  to 
the  brink  of  war  is  a  company  which  we 
may  very  well  be  glad  to  be  rid  of,  but 
that  does  not  afford  what  I  regard  as  a 
rational  ground  for  giving  one  penny 
more  to  this  company  than  it  is  entitled 
to. 


SiK  M.  HICKS-BEACH:  The  hon. 
Member  is  not  quoting  me  fairly.  I  did 
not  say  the  company  was  to  blame ;  in 
the  action  which  it  took  the  company 
was  only  defending  its  rights  a^dnst 
others. 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  think  it  is  a  desirable 
position  that  a  company  in  defending  its 
rights — I  do  not  think  it  was  defending 
its  rights,  as  a  matter  of  fact — but  does 
he  think  it  right  for  a  company  to  be  in  a 
position  to  imperil  the  peace  of  two  great 
empires,  in  defence  of  its  pounds  shifiings 
and  pence  ?   That  seems  to  me  to  be  a 

Mr,  T.  P.  (yCmwr. 


very  extraordinary.. position  to  take  up. 
As  a  matter  of  met,  was  the  company 
defending  its  rights  1   I  think  the  com- 
pany was  on  many  occasions  exceeding 
Its '  rights,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the 
natural  inclination  of  people  to  back  up 
their  own  countrymen,   this  company 
would  have  been  condemned  for  many  of 
its  proceedings.    By  the  very  terms  of 
its  charter  the  company  was  forbidden 
to  exercise  any  monopoly.    That  very 
monopoly  on  which  it  relied,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  which  it  got  into  disputes  in 
many  cases,  was  in  direct  contradiction  of 
the  terms  of  thft  charter,  because  the 
fourteenth  clause  of  the  charter  is  in 
these  words  (the  headii^  is-  >'  Prohibi- 
tion of  Monopoly  ") :  "  Nothing  in  this 
charter  shall  be  deemed  to  authorise  the 
company  to    set   up    or    grant  any 
monopoly  of  trade ;  and  subject  only  " 
— and  so  on — "  but  foreigners  alike  with 
British  subjects  will  t»e  subject  to  ad- 
ministrative dispositions  in  the  interests 
of  commerce  and  of  order."   It  clearly 
shows  that  this  company  had  no  right 
whatever  to  a  monopoly  in  these  regions. 
My  hon.  friend  has  alluded  to  the  treaties. 
I  would  just  like  the  House  to  look  at 
one  or  two  of  those  treaties,  and  see  how 
far  they  are  in  conformity  with  the 
terms  of  the  charter  ;  but  before  I  come  to 
that  point  I  should  like  to  deal  with  the 
relations  of  this  company  to  the  Treaty 
of  Berlin.    The  heading  of  the  clause  is 
"  Conformity  to  Treaties,"  and  the  words 
are : 

"  The  company  shall  be  anbject  to,  and  shall 
perfomi,  ol>serve,  and  undertake  all  the  obli- 
Kations  and  stipulations  relating  to  the  River 
Niger,  itn  afHuenta,  branches,  and  oatletft,  or 
the  territosies  neighbouring  thereto,  or  situate 
in  Africa,  contained  in  and  undertaken  by  our- 
selves under  the  general  Act  of  the  Conference 
of  the  (ireat  Powers  at  Berlin,  dated  the 
26th  February,  1885,  or  in  any  other  treaty, 
ajp^ment,  or  arrangement  between  oaraelveii 
and  any.  otlier  State  or  Power,  whetiier  alnadj 
made  or  hereafter  to  be  made." 

So  that  apart  from  the  fact  that  this  com- 
pany is  directly  prohibited  from  establish- 
mg  a  monopoly,  it  is  also  under  the 
Treaty  of  Berlm,  which  at  least  ^reed 
u^n  the  free  navigation  of  the  Nieer 
River,  Now  let  us  look  at  the  treaties, 
those  treaties  for  which  the  company  paid 
very  little,  if  anything  ■  at  all,  and  which 
we  are  now  to  acquire  from  them  at  a 
large  price.  If  the  House  will  look  at 
pages  22  and  23  of  this  White  Book  thej 
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will  find  specimens 
This  is  Form  No.  1  : 


of  these  treaties. 


"  The  National  African  Company,  Limited, 
will  renerre  to  theniselvea  the  right  of  exclud- 
ing fnraigD  Kettier8.V 

In  Form  No.  2  we  find  these  worda : 

"  The  said  company  re*erve  to  themselves 
tlie  right  of  exclu'ling  foraign  settlers  other 
than  those  now  settleu  in  the  country." 

I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  can  the 
proviso  in  these  treaties  stand  as  in  accord 
with  the  provision  of  the  charter  which 


pa  ;sc4l  through  the  House  without  any  in- 
vestigation of  its  details  is' due  to  the 
sense  of  relief  that  the  Niger  Cknnpany 
is  to  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
embroiling  us  with  foreign  Govern- 
ments, and  of  practically  killing  all  trade 
competition.  I  must  confess  that  I  am 
quite  unable  to  reconcile  the  statement  of 
the  Government  with  the  figures  before 
me.  The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  was  asked  the  other  day  whether 
this  ;£413,000  was  all  money  paid  up,  or 
whether,  to  use  a  popular  term,  the  stock 
was  in  any  way  "watered,"  and  the 


prevents  them  hanng  am'  monopoly,  and  1  answer  was  that  it  was  all  paid  up  money. 


with  the  terms  of  the  Treaby  of  Berlin  ? 
You  gothrough  all  these  treaties,  and  almost ' 

the  main  provision  is  the  exclusion  of 
foreigners  from  these  territories.  The 
consideration,  by  the  way,  is  almost 
always  carefully  left  out,  so  that  wo  do 
not  know  what  shape  it  took  or  to 
what  it  amounted.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
Niger  Compan}',  in  defending  what  the 


I  find  in  one  of  the  financial  papers  a 
statement  made  —  I  do  not  know 
whether  correctly  or  incorrectly— 
that  the  whole  sum  paid  up  by  the  share- 
holders was  £168,490.  If  that  is  so,  I 
think  they  are  making  a  very  good 
bargain  indeed  under  the  terms  of  the 
proposal  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer.    My  hon.  friend  has  pointed 


Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  pleased  to  \  out  how  the  X443,000  is  made  up.  I 
call  its  rights  against  others,  was  reidly  will  just  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
going  beyond  the  terms  of  its  own  again  to  these  figures,  because  they  are 
charter,  and  giWng  just  ground  for  com- '  very  remarkable.  .  "  To  eapital  autho- 
plaint  to  other  countries,  butthe  bestcom-  rised,  100,000  shares  of  £10  each  equals 
meiitary  on  the  manner  in  which  it  has  £1,000,000,  of  which  66.675  shares  have 


earned  out  its  work  is  afforded  in  these  ^ 
Papers.  It  would  be  a  mistake  to  sup- 
I>ose  that  France  is  the  only  country  that ' 
has  had  any  reason  to  complain.  P^nglish- 
men  have  had  nearly  as  much  reason  to 
complain  as  Frenchmen,  because  the 
M'hole  tendency  of  this  company  has  been 
to  destroy  'anything  like  competition 
with  its  operations  in  this  district.  There 
are  some  remarkable  figures  on  the  last 
page  of  this  White  Book,  in  the  table  of 
the  revenue  of  the  Niger  Company. 
"  Ituports :  Royal  Niger  Company, 
£62,794  ;  others,  £260."  So  that  of  the 
£63,054,  all  the  rivals  together  of  the 
Niger  Company  got  exactly  £260. 
"  PiXports :  Royal  Niger  Company, 
£4l<,981";  no  other  person  got  any 
money  whatsoever.  On  licenses,  the  Royal 
Niger  Company  got  £480,  while  all  its 
rivals  got,  under  "  Miscellaneous,"  was 
£790.    It  is  clear  from  that  thiat  the 


been  issued,  and  £2  per  share  paid,  equals 
£133,350."  I  understand  there  havel>een 
some  more  paid  shares,  which  bring  the 
sum  up  to  that  mentioned  by  the  financial 
paper  to  which  I  referred,  viz.,  £168,490. 
In  addition  to  that,  the  company  claims 
31,000  sliares  fully  paid,  making 
£310,000.  As  far  as  I  can  understand 
the  accounts,  these  shares  were  given  in 
return  for  the  assets  of  two  companies 
bought  up  by  the  Niger  Company. 
Shares  given  for  assets  are  ver}'  different 
from  shares  given  for  money  down,  and  it 
is  quite  an  abuse  of  financial  terms  to. 
describe  shares  as  money  paid  when  they 
represent  simply  paper  given  to  rival 
companies  for  their  assets.  What  was  the 
value  of  those  assets  1  EverylxHly  knows 
that  "assets"  is  a  very  loose  and  elastic 
term,  and  I  think  the  matter  is  one  we 
ou^ht  to  inquire  into.  I  maintain  the 
opmion  I  formed  with  regard  to  this  pro- 


Ni^r  Company,  by,  as  I  hold,  an  entirely  posal  when  it  was  first  presented.  Ibe^ 
unjust  extension  of  its  rights,  succeeded  lieve  the  company  is  being  over-paid.  I 

believe  you  are  buying  the  costly  and 
losing  part  of  the  company's  concern, 
leaving  to  it  practically  intact  the  trading 
part,  and  finally  I  object  to  this  Bill  be- 
cause I  believe  it  to  be  a  most  dangerous 
precedent  for  this  House  to  adopt. 


in  destroying  all  competition  whatsoever, 
not  only  of  Frenchmen,  but  of  all 
other  nationalities  also.  That  is  the 
reason  why  I  think  I  am  justified 
in  the  statement  that  a  great  <leal  of  the 
facilitv  with   which  this  Bill  will  be 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) : 
I  had  occasion  to  put  a  question  to  tlie 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with  refer- 
ence to  the  steamers  that  are  to  be  taken 
over  by  the  (Tovemment,  and  he  referred 
Toe  to  the  schedules.  I  would  now  like 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  few 
iqueHtiouS'  with  reference  to  the  huge 
amount  which  is  to  be  paid  for  the 
vessels  named  in  the  schedules.  In  the 
first  schedule  there  is  a  hulk  at  XI, 100, 
another  at  £1,945,  a  steam  launch  at 
£800,  another  at  £550,  and  boats  at 
£100,  making  a  total  of  £4,495  in  the 
first  schmlule.  I  would  aak  the  right  hoii. 
Gentleman  are  these  old  hulks  of  wood  or 
iron?  If  they  are  of  wood  they  are 
pretty  well  rotten,  and  if  of  iron  pretty 
well  rusted.  In  the  second  schedule  I 
find  £6,900  for  two  hulks,  which  are 
vessels  without  ri^ne  or  engines,  and 
have  to  bo  towed  about.  The  only 
vessel  which  is  being  taken  over  is  the 
•*  Liberty,"  valued  at  £9,500.  Then  there 
are  five  launches  for  which  the  large  sum 
of  £3,150  is  to  be  paid,  and  two  little 
piiiiiaccs  at  £350  making  a  total  of 
£24,395  in  the  two  schedules  to  be 

g'veii  for  four  old  hulks,  seven  steam 
uuches,  two  pinnaces,  and  one  steamer. 
I  should  like  also  to  know  whether 
the  Crovernment  is  taking  over  the 
boats  that  stand  on  Lloyd's  list  in  the 
name  of  the  Royal  Niger  Company.  I 
find  in  Lloyd's,  seven  or  eight  steamers, 
all  a  pretty  large  size,  owned  by  the  com- 
pany. Are  these  steamers  being  taken 
over  1  If  not,  the  comimny  has  retained 
all  its  good  steamers  and  handed  o^  cr  the 
old  hulks.  I  think  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  should  give  us  a  complete 
explanation  rogarrling  this  matter.  Are 
the  company's  steamers  standing  in 
Lloyd's  list  to  be  taken  o\er  ? 

Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  :  No,  Sir. 

Mk.  WILLIAM  ALLAN:  Then  we 
are  practically  paying  £24,395  for  one 
steamer.  The  rest  are  hulks  and  pinnaces. 
If  wc  are  not  t;iking  over  the  other 
steamers  in  Lloyd's  list,  the  eompfinv  is 
going  to  continue  its  business  with  the 
assistance  of  its  most  valuable  steiimcrs. 
I  think  we  ought  to  have  an  explanation 
of  the  payment  r)f  £24,305  for  these  old 
hulks. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Abci-dcenshire,  R): 
I  should  like  to  ask  a  few  questions  re- 


garding this  Bill  as  it  affects  the  British 
Exchequer  itself.  The  upshot  of  the 
matter  as  far  as  we  are  concerned  is  that 
we  are  adding  to  the  debt  of  this  comiti-y 
the  sum  of  £820,000,  which  is  to  be  paid 
ofi"  by  terminableannuities  in  thirty  years. 
It  may  be  paid  off*  in  a  different  wav  to 
that  in  which  the  National  Debt  is  ]>aid 
hut  it  is  an  additional  burden  on  the 
country  all  the  same.  It  is  another  in- 
stance of  the  manner  in  which  the  present 
Government  is  adding  to  the  debt  of  the 
country.  In  addition  to  the  £820,000 
there  is  a  further  sum  of  £45,000,  and  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  is  to  be  passed  for  tnat 
amount  during  the  present  session. 


Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  :  Yes.  Sir. 


I  Mk.  BUCHANAN :  Then  that  means 
j  that  we  aro  to  have  an  addition  of 
;  £45,000  to  the  Estimate.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  ?jxchequer  told  us  in  his  speech 
that  this  amount  would  be  debited  against 
these  territories,  and  he  added  that  he  be- 
■  lievetl  that  before  many  years  it  would 
be  paid  off.  I  should  like  to  ask  thu 
right  hon.  Gentleman  how  for  Clause  3 
in  any  way  makes  this  sum  a  charge  uptni 
the  revenue  of  these  territories.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  precedent  for  that  clause 
may  be,  but,  as  I  read  it,  it  does  not  make 
it  clear  at  all  that  this'  sum  will  1*6  a 
debit  on  these  territories.  What  it  comes 
to  is  that  when  the  territories  are  amal- 

fimated  and  the  Budget  is  made  up,  the 
reasury  is  to  examine  the  accounts  pre- 
sented by  the  Colonial  0£Bce,  and  in  so 
far  as  the  receipts  from  the  territories 
administered  by  the  company  at  the 
.  passing  of  this  Act  are  in  excess  of  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  administration 
of  those  territories,  that  excess  shall 
be  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  but  with 
this  exception,  that  tne  Colonial  Office  may 
say  "  Oh,  no.  We  want  this  money  for 
the  improvement  of  thtse  territories,"  and 
the  Trciisury  is  to  be  empowen^tl  to 
agree.  There  may  therefore  be  an 
adnuTiistrative  profit  in  a  portion  of 
this  United  Nigeria  now  administeretl 
by  the  Nig"r  Company,  and  the  Ti-easury 
may  say  "  It  ought  to  bo  paid  into  the 
British  Exchequer  in  payment  of  the 
debt,"  but  the  Colonial  Office  may  step  in 
and  say,  "  No  ;  we  want  this  money  for 
the  development  of  these  territoiies.'* 
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Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH:  With  the 
consent  of  the  Treasury. 
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Mk.  BUCHANAN:  Certeinly.  But 
is  that  placing  a  chaise  on  the  revenue  of 
those  territories  ?    This  clause  gives  no 
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we  are  going  to  get  value  for  it — if  not  in 
money,  then  in  the  shape  of  better  ad- 
ministration and  better  government  That 
has  a  practical  bearing  on  some  of  the 
fletails  in  the  proposals  of  the  Niger  Com- 
pany.    When  the  Chancellor  of  the 


securitjr  to  the  British  taxpayer  that  this  \  &<j»equer  interrupted  me,  I  was  goingto 
money  is  to  be  made  a  real  charge  on  the  .  q„ote  what  he  toW  us  some  time  Lo.  Tie 
revenue  of  these  terntones.    I  think  if  |  that, 
it  wore  meant  to  be  a  realitv  the  profits  ! 

should  extend  over  the  whole  of  United  \  "  Throuifliout  thew  temtorieM,  all  inland 
Niireria.  \  harvllv  think  th«  flMiwt  us  i"t  c"»t<"n8  frontiers  will  be  abolished,  and  there 
f*  tT  ^  tnuuc  tfie  clause  as  it ,  ^i,      ^rfect  freedom  fii  trade  to  all  alike, 

stands  carries  out  the  intention  of  the  l  There  wdl  be  a  common  arms  law  throughout 
Government,  because  it  only  applies  to  the  !  the  whole  region,  and  a  eommon  tariff,  except 
territories  administered  by  the  company  importation  of  trade  spiritH  into 

"at  the  passing  of  this  Act."  That  woulil  I  K?.T"J?^'?"^  T'"  }^  prohibiteil,aH  now. 

:    1  J    r  A  ^  •      '  '""^       present,  and  until  a  healthy  tat*  fw  a 

not  include  Lagos  and  other  terntones.  capital  can  be  selected  and  bettw- means  of 
I  should  also  wish  for  some  information  communication  provided,  the  territories  will  be 

ttivided  for  adminLstrative  purpoBCH  into  tliree 
(liviraons,  all  under  the  control  of  the  Culonial 
( >ffice.  One  diviHion  will  be  LafOH,  with  its 
nrenent  area ;  the  next  mil  ue  Southeni 
Nigeria,  composed  of  the  Niger  Coaxt  Protec- 
torate and  part  of  the  Niger  Company's  tern- 
tories,  nearly  half  as  large  again  an  now  ;  and 
the  third.  Northern  Nigeria,  coinpoHed  of  the 


with  regard  to  the  future  administration 
■of  these  territories.  Really,  when  we  are 
-asked  to  consent  to  pay  £800,000  to  buy 
up  the  Niger  Company,  I  think  we  ought 
to  have  some  kind  of  assurance  from  the 
Government  not  only  that  we  are  getting 
■our  money's  worth,  "but  that  we  are  to 
have  some  substantial  improvement  in  the 
administration  and  government  of  the 


rent  of  the  company's  territoriea." 
Then  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 


■colony.    We  have  only  got  some  very  '  already  said,  that 

meagre  information  from  the  Chancellor  "  for  any  detaUed  statement  of  future  arrani,'e- 
of  the  Exche<|uer  with  r^ard  to  the  .  ments  for  tlie  govemmont  of  oui  territories  in 
future  administration  of  these  territories,  i  f °\      ^ot\A,  I  think  I  ought  to  refer 

,  hon.  Alerabers  to  my  right  hon.  friend  the 

S.R  M.  HICKS-BEACH:  As  I  state<l ! 
the  other  day,  the  future  administration  .  The    Chancellor    of    the  Exchequer 
of  these  territories  will  be  with  the  i  admitted,  therefore,  that  it  was  right  and 
Colonitd  Oflfice.    I  merely  stated  ^ne-  { proper  for  Members  to  ask  that  some 
rally  the  lines  upon  which  the  administra- '  information  should  be  given  as  to  what 
tion  would  be  conducted,  and  I  referred 
hon.  Members  to  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary  for  further  details  on . 
the  matter. 


was  to  be  the  future  government  and 
administration  of  these  territories.  I 

take  it  that  they  have  to  be  amalgamated 
one  large  territory,  under  one  re- 


into 


sponsible  Government,  which  is  to  consist 
of  three  divisions.  We  have  been  told 
by  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  that 
in  Northern  Nigeria  the  prohibition  of 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  We  hope  we  may 
£ct  them.  As  this  is  a  very  substantial 
.ami  important  part  of  the  considerations 

on  which  we  reject  or  accept  the  Bill,  we  the  importation  of  spirits  wtich  at  present 
have  a  right  to  obtain  from  the  Chancellor  I  exists  will  still  be  continued.  I  ask  him 
,  of  the  flxchequer  some  fuller  statement  ^  how  that  is  to  be  done  in  the  future,  for 
than  wc  already  possess.  Tne  Colonial '  he  has  told  us  that  the  part  of  the  Niger 
Secretary  stated  that  he  would  not  ttdte  i  Territory  along  the  coast  adjoining  the 
.part  in  any  further  Divisions  on  this  Bill ;  Niger  Coast  Protectorate  is  to  be  amalga^ 
owing  to  the  fact  that  he  was  a  share- :  mated  with  the  third  division,  and  there 


holder  in  the  company,  but  that  does  not 
get  rid  of  his  responsibility.  As  Colonial 
Siicretary  it  is  his  duty  to  come  forward 
■and  state  to  the  House  the  mode  in  which 
these  territories  are  to  be  administered  in 
the  future,  in  order  that  we  may  be  able 
to  judge  whether,  if  we  do  pay  this  large 
sum  of  money  to  buy  out  the  company, 


is  to  be  one  tariff  law,  and  all  customs 
limitations  are  to  be  broken  down.  If 
you  break  down  all  customs  regulations 
between  Northern  Nigeria  and  the  rest  of 
the  Ni^r  Territory,  how  are  you  going 
to  continue  the  prohibition  of  the  im- 
portation of  alcohdic  spirits  into  Northern 
Nigeria?    If  you  break  down  the  cus- 
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toms  boundary,  how  on  earth  will  it  Iw 
possible  to  keep  spirits  out  of  Northern 
Nigeria?  That  snows  how  necessary  it 
is  that  we  should  know  something 
of  the  details  of  the  regulations 
for  the  government  and  administration 
of  these  territories.  How  was  it  done  in 
the  past  1  It  was  done  in  this  way  :  the 
Niger  Company  had  control  over  a  certain 
part  of  the  Guiana  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Niger  River,  which  is  the  chief  entrance 
into  this  vast  tract  of  territory,  and  they 
therefore  could  and  did  enforce  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  importation  of  spirits  into 
Northern  Nigeria.  It  is  to  the  credit  of 
the  company,  and  it  distinguishes  them 
from  ari}'  other  trading  enterprises  in 
Africa,  that  all  through  their  career  they 
have  taken  a  very  strong  and  honest  line 
about  the  importation  of  spirits,  ^^'e 
hear  very  much  about  the  complaints  of 
other  tradera,  but  we  must  remember  that 
that  trade  jealousy  was  largely  due  to  the 
Niger  Company  preventing  these  traders 
pouring  spirits  into  that  part  of  Africa. 
The  White  Paper  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members  tells  us  the  imports  and  the 
amount  of  revenue  which  the  company 
derived  from  these  imports,  but  it  does 
not  tell  us  the  rates  of  duty  imposed,  and 
particularly  the  rate  of  duty  on  spirits. 
My  recollection  is  that  when  some  Papers 
were  presented  to  Parliament  two  years 
ago  the  rate  of  duties  on  spirits  imposed 
by  the  Niger  Company  was  three  or  four 
times  as  great  as  that  imposed  bv  the 
Territory  of  X>agos  and  by  the  ^iger 
Coast  Protectorate.  Under  this  Bill  you 
are  going  to  equalise  the  tariff  all  over 
these  territories,  and  to  have  the  com- 
paratively low  rate  of  .'Is.  per  gallon  on 
spirits.  Now,  what  will  hifallibly  ensue 
will  be  an  immediate  rush  of  the 
importation  of  spirits  into  the  mouth 
of  the  Niger  Kiver,  from  which  traders 
would  get  an  entry  into  the  interior 
of  Africa,  which  has  been  hitherto 
practically  closed,  and  you  will  be  unable 
to  maintain  that  prohibition  of  the  impor- 
tation of  spirits  into  Northern  Nigeria 
which  has  been  so  profitable  and  com- 
mendable a  feature  in  the  policy  of  the 
company  in  the  past.  The  Government 
ought  to  realise  the  fact  that  the  Niger 
Company  has  been  a  great  agency  in 
keeping  out  the  importation  of  spirits 
from  that  part  of  Africa.  It  was  only 
yesterday  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  in 
answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Flintshire 
stated  that  in  1898  the  number  of  gallons 

Mr.  Buehanant 


of  spirits  imported  was — into  Lagoa, 
1,366,794  gallons  ^  into  the  Niger  Coast 
Protectorate,  1,164,108  gallons  ;  and  into 
the  Niger  Company's  territories  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Niger,  176,068  gallons- 
Therefore  you  have  imported  into  the 
Niger  Company's  territories  only  about 
a  tenth  of  the  amount  of  spirits  impoi^ 
into  Central  Africa  through  La^»,  or 
through  the  Niger  Coast  Protectorate ;  or 
one  twentieth  of  the  unonnt  that  goc» 
through  the  ports  of  both  these  terri- 
tories combined.  If  you  are  going  tO' 
abolish  all  customs  restrictions,  I  cannot 
see  how  it  is  possible  that  we  shall  not 
have  a  largely  increased  amount  of  impor- 
tation of  spirits  into  that  part  of  Africa,, 
and  how  it  will  be  possible  for  the 
Government  to  maintain  the  prohibition  of 
the  importation  of  spirits,  which  is  one  of 
the  inducements  held  out  to  us  to  pass 
this  Bill 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke)  :  There^ 
is  one  provision  in  the  Bill  that  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  very  well  advised, 
and  that  is  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  to 

the  Niger  Company  is  to  come  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  and  to  Ije  made  a 
charge  against  the  territorj'.  I  have 
livefl  in  many  colonies  in  various  stages 
of  development,  and  I  hold  that  this  pro- 
posal contains  the  seed  of  future  trouble* 
and  for  this  reason,  that  when  Local 
Government  is  established,  as  no  doubt 
it  will  be  in  time,  a  ready  grievance 
will  be  furnished  to  agitators,  who 
will  say,  "  We  are  asked  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  mother  country."  The  reason  for 
the  wlvnnce  of  this  money  will  be 
forgotten  ;  all  that  will  be  reuiemlwi-ed 
will  be  that  so  much  money  is  to  come 
out  of  the  revenues  of  the  country,  and 
to  l>e  paid  over  to  the  Imperial  Treasury. 
It  would  be  very  much  better  if  the 
colony  were  at  once  to  create  a  debt  of 
its  own,  due  to  private  individuals,  and 
not  to  the  Imperial  Exchequer.  If  that 
were  done,  no  complaint  could  Ijc  made 
against  the  mother  couutr}'  appearing  aa 
a  creditor.  I  cannot  imagine  anything 
worse  than  the  mother  country  l>eing  a 
creditor  of  any  of  our  dependencies.  Of 
course,  I  quite  understand  that  the 
colony  of  Nigeria  could  not  Iwrrow  at 
the  rate  that  the  mother  country  can 
l)OiT0w,  but  with  a  guarantee  given  by 
the  mother  country,  I  can  see  no 
difficulty  in  the  debt  charge  being  made 
no  greater  than  if  the  mother  cotmtry 
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raised  the  money ;  and  there  would  in 
future  be  no  occasion  for  charges  of 
Digression  from  Downing  Street,  or  from 
the  Grovernment  at  home. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  There  is  general 
agreement,  I  think,  with  the  principle 
contained  in  the  Bill,  namely,  that  it  is 
an  advant^  to  the  country  that  this 
Chartered  Company  should  cease  to  act  as 
an  administrative  body,  and  that  the 
Crown  should  take  control  over  Nigeria. 
That  is  perfectly  clear ;  for  we  have  the 
responsibility'  of  the  international  rela- 
tions with  France  and  Germany,  and  we 
ought  to  have  the  power  to  enforce  our 
government  completely  in  regard  to  that 
district.  Then,  the  case  for  many 
years  against  the  Niger  Company 
was  that  it  had  a  monopoly  of 
trade,  and  it  is  alwut  time  that  that  was 
brought  to  an  end.  On  the  general 
political  principle,  therefore,  and  on  the 
general  commercial  principle,  I  am  Ih)ihkI 
to  say  that  there  is  no  possible  objection 
to  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  1, 
for  one,  will  give  it  my  support.  But  I 
think  that  there  seems  to  be  a  goofi  deal 
of  force  in  some  of  the  criticisms  on  points 
of  detail.  The  hon.  Member  for  E;ist 
Aberdeenshire  pointed  outthatthe  validity 
and  goodness  of  the  bargain  with  the  Niger 
Company  depends  largely  on  what  we  pro- 
pose to  do  with  the  country  when  we  have 
obtained  it.  He  has  pointed  out  that  under 
the  very  unfortunate  circumstance  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  whoischiefly  responsible 
for  this  arrangement,  being  hampered  in 
taking  any  part  in  regard  to  these  matters, 
we  are  left  in  total  ignorance  as  to  what 
is  proposed.  I  think  the  point  raised 
by  my  hon.  friend  is  a  very  good  one 
indeed,  and  one  on  which  we  are  entitled 
to  information — -I  allude  especially  to 
what  he  said  about  the  liquor  traffic.  As 
things  stand,  we  are  actually  placing  our- 
selves in  this  pfHition — that  we  shall  have 
a  greater  traiie  in  spirits  throughout 
Nigeria  under  the  Imperial  Government 
than  we  had  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Chartered  Company.  There  is  also 
another  point.  The  Chartered  Company, 
greatly  to  their  credit,  have  entirely 
abolished  and  prohibited  the  status  of 
slavery.  Perhaps  the  right  hon.  (Jentlc- 
man  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  will  inform  the  House 
whether  the  other  parts  of  Nigeria 
will  be  brought  up  to  the  standard  of  the 
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Chartered  Company  in  that  respect' 
Though  I  am  not  opposing  the  Second 
Reading,  I  think  we  are  entitled  to 
thoroughly  scrutinise  the  financial  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  and  to  iisk  for 
further  information  than  that  contained 
in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  (-rentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the 
Papers  Iwfore  us.  I  have  studied  these 
Papers  as  carefully  as  I  can,  and  I  am 
bounil  to  say  that  they  throw  very  little 
further  light  on  the  explanation  given  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  ^chequer.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  there  is  a  complete  ex- 
planation on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  as 
to  the  terms  on  which  they  propose  to 
purchase  this  company.  The  Treasury 
can  very  seldom  be  accused  of  excess  of 
generosity,  but  as  far  as  the  Papers  go,  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  the  sum  proposed 
for  the  purchase  of  the  company  appears 
to  me  somewhat  excessive.  What,  prac- 
tically, is  that  sum  %  The  company  are  go- 
ing to  have  their  debt  paid,  and  in  addi- 
tion they  are  to  get  a  bonus  of  £50,000 ; 
and  they  are  going  to  have  the  whole  of 
their  capital  re  paid,  and  in  sfhlition 
£70,000.  You  are  going  to  relieve  them 
of  their  administrative  expenditure,  which 
has  landed  them  into  a  deficit  during  the 
last  twelve  years  of  £24,000  a  3'ear,  and 
they  are  going  to  retain  the  whole  of 
their  trade  profits,  and  we  are  to  take 
over  from  them  that  part  of  their  busi- 
ness which  has  involved  them  in  a  loss. 
I  do  imt  say  that  these  terms 
may  not  lie  proper  terms,  but  I 
think  they  require  some  justification 
before  we  commit  ourselves  to  them.  I 
entirely  agi-ee  that  we  ought  to  treat  the; 
Chartered  Company  with  liberality  arid 
even  generosity,  because  it  has,  on  the 
whole,  dealt  properly  with  such  important 
questions  as  slavery  and  the  liquor  traflic, 
and  really  deserves  generous  considemtiou 
on  the  part  of  this  country  when  we  come 
to  buy  it  over.  But  that  does  not  in  any 
way  justify  us  in  abstaining  from  scruti- 
nising the  tenm  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, so  that  we  may  not  buv  a  pig  in  a 
poke.  The  proposal  of  the  6ovemment 
is,  as  I  understand  it,  substantially  this  : 
the  total  capital  assets  of  the  company 
amount  to  £750,000,  and  they  are  to 
receive  the  sum  of  £860,000,  so  that  they 
practically  get  a  bonus  of  £100,000. .  The 
assets  are  divided  into  four  items.  The 
first  item  is  £115,000  for  certain  boats, 
stores,  etc.,  which  the  Goverament  are 
taking  over.    I  think  it  is  quite  right 
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that  when  the  Government  take  over  the 
administration  of  the  company  they 
should  buy  from  the  company  that  stock 
which  has  to  do  with  the  administration 
of  the  company.  I  am  quite  incapable  of 
saying  whether  £,\  15,000  is  or  is 
not  a  fair  snm.  My  hon.  friend 
the  member  for  Gateshead  pointed 
out  one  or  two  items,  which  may 
■or  may  not  excessive  ;  but  this  is  a 
matter  for  examination  on  the  part  of  the 
Treasury.  For  my  part,  I  think  the  sum 
of  X115,000  is,  on  the  whole,  a  fair  sum. 
The  next  item  is  a  debt  of  .£250,000,  for 
which  the  holders  are  going  to  receive 
£300,000.  This  reijuires  some  explana- 
tion. According  to  the  balance-sheet, 
j&l  3.3,000  is  in  the  hands  of  private 
holders,  while  the  other  £U  7,000  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  company.  I  can  under- 
stand the  proposal  as  regards  the£l  33,000 
in  the  hands  of  private  holders,  but  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  «ome  explanation 
as  to  why  we  should,  upon  the  £117,000, 
which  is  in  the  coffers  of  the  company  itself, 
pay  this  bonus  of  20  per  cent.  Then 
there  remain  the  other  two  items — 
namely,  -£300,000  for  unexhausted  im- 
provements, and  £150,000  for  the  pur- 
■chase  of  land  and  minerals.  As  regards 
the  last  item,  I  think  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  force  in  what  fell  from  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Northampton, 
that  there  is  alwolutely  no  attempt 
to  give  us  the  >«sis  on  which  the  land 
and  the  minerals  are  valued,  in  order 
t*'  show  UH  whether  they  are  worth 
£150,000  or  £10.000.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Kxchcquor  himself  said  that  as 
regards  minerals  none  had  yet  been  dis- 
covered, but  that  it  was  possible  they 
might  be  discovered.  Still,  he  practically 
^id  it  was  a  prospective  matter  alto- 
gether, and  I  do  not  think  therefore  we 
■can  put  their  value  very  high.  In  addi- 
tion to  that — and  this  is  really  the  point 
on  which  I  trust  the  (government  will  see 
their  way  to  make  some  alteration  when 
we  come  to  the  Committee  stage — the 
eompany  are  to  retain  50  per  cent,  of 
any  royalty  charged  by  the  Crown  in 
respect  of  minerals  for  99  years.  I 
think  that  will  hamper  very  considerably 
the  action  of  the  Government  with  regard 
to  minerals,  and  I  would  suggest  that  it 
would  be  very  nuich  better  to  buy  out  the 
interest  of  the  company  altogether.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Kxohequer  said  that 
these  lands  and  minerals  have  been 
bought  out  of  the  trading  profits  of  the 
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I  company.    I  find  that  during  the  twelve 
years  of  its  existence  the  trading  profits 
'  of    the  company   have   amoiuited  to 
£70,000,  so  that  it  is  clear  that  if  the 
I  lands  and  miner^  were  bought  out  of 
!  trade  profits,  a  very  exMsmve  sum  is 
being  paid  for  them  on  this  part  of  the 
account.    I  think  the  House  ought  to  re- 
,  member  that  the  finance  of  this  company 
is  divided  into  two  parts.    There  is  the 
tradi;ig  concern  and  there  is  the  adminis- 
;  trative  concern.    On  the  trading  concem 
there  is  a  very  fair  profit,  but  on  the 
administrative  concern  there  is  an  annual 
\  loss  of  £24,000.    Why  should  we  pay 
'  £300,000  to  this  company  for  relieving 
,  them  of  that  which  at  the  present  moment 
entails  upon  them  an  annual   loss  of 
I  £24,000 1   I  think  die  company  ought  to 
:  have  paid  something  to  the  Government 
'  for  relieving  them  of  this  particular  item. 
I  I  do  not  think  the  company  should 
receive  any  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
:  the  monopoly,  because  in  the  first  place 
'  they  wore  prohibited  from  obtaining  it ; 
\  and    in    the    second    place,  having 
i  obtained     it,     they     have  enjoyed 
I  the   benefit  of   it  for    twelve  years. 
[  I  quite  agree  that  we  ought  to  give  a  fair 
I  price  for  the  purchase  of  the  company, 
I  but  I  do  not  think  we  should  give  an 
'  exceptional  one,  and  u]x>n  that  point  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  what  basis  does  he  fix  the 
'  value  of  the  lands  and  minerals,  and 
;  on  what  grounds  is  he  going  to  pay  the 
I  company  £300,000  for  an  annual  loss  of 
!  £24,000.     Upon  the  point  as  to  whether 
the  Government  are  paying  a  fair  price, 
the  market  price  of  the  shares  of  the 
company  is  a  very  good  test  of  a  bargain 
of  this  ilescription.   I  went  to  the  trouble 
of  looking  up  the  prices,  and  I  found  that 
while,  in  July  two  years  ago,  a  £10 
share  was  worth  between  £10  and  £11, 
at  the  present  time  it  is  worth  just  double. 
Therefore,  I  do  not  think  the  terras  are 
excessive,   but   I   think   the  House  is 

entitled  to  some  further  explanation  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  I  think  he  should 
supplement  the  statement  which  he  made 
the  other  day,  and  give  us  something  more 
than  the  confusing  and  limited  accounts 
which  he  put  before  us.  1  trust  he  will 
l«j  able  to  prox  e  to  us  that  the  coimtry  is 
not  paying  too  high  a  price  for  this  Niger 
Company. 
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*Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
When  the  subject  matter  of  this  discus- 
sion wai  before  the  House  in  the  form  of 
a  Kesohition  I  voted  against  it.  I 
took  that  course  not  from  any  hostility 
to  the  object  of  the  Resolution,  but 
because  I  thought  it  was  not  a  proper 
thing  for  this  House  to  hind  itself 
to  a  large  expenditiu-e  without  having 
the  information  liefore  us  upon  which  we 
could  arrive  at  a  just  judgment.  We 
have  now  the  substance  of  the  resolution 
before  us,  and  I  am  not  inclined  to 
oppose  the  Bill.  The  considerations 
before  the  House  are  twofold.  Ought  we 
to  take  over  the  administration  of  the 
territories  hitherto  administered  by  the 
Royal  Niger  Company,  and,  if  so,  are  we 
getting  value  for  the  price  we  are  asked 
t3  pay  1  Now,  in  the  first  place,  ii 
certainly  seems  to  me  that  sooner  or 
later  it  was  inevitable  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  take  over  the  administrative 
functions  of  the  Company.  No  one  who 
has  followed  intelligently  the  course  of 
events  during  the  last  two  years  can 
have    failed    to    be    struck    hy  the 

treat  danger  with  which  this  country 
as  been  threatened  by  the  incursions 
and  alarms  of  the  French  in  those  terri- 
tories which  were  known  to  be  under 
British  protection.  Nowhere  in  the 
world  since  the  accession  to  power  of  the 
present  Goverimient  have  we  been  as 
near  to  war,  I  venture  to  assert,  as  we 
were  over  territorial  questions  in  the 
^-icinitv  of  the  Niger  bend.  I  apprehend 
that  I  should  be  out  of  order  if  I  were  to 
try  to  trace  these  troubles  to  the  graceful 
concessions  that  opened  the  door  of 
Africa  to  the  French  as  far  iidaiid  as  to 
Lake  Chad,  or  to  ask  how  the  French 
came  to  be  there.  There  they  were,  and, 
through  their  presence  in  those  rogiontj, 
they  undoubtedly  for  a  time  became  a 
^eat  menace  to  the  peace  of  the  world. 
This  great  danger  was  due  not,  as  has 
been  contended,  to  imprudences  or  to 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Niger  Company, 
but  to  the  hostility  of  the  French  who  in 
1895  were  formally  advised  of  our  Pro- 
tectorate in  the  regions  affected.  But 
had  we  had  Imperial  representatives  there 
instead  of  a  mere  company  of  traders,  it 
is  hardly  conceivable  that  the  French 
would  have  pushed  their  pretensions  or 
their  troops  so  far.  But  if  the  transfer 
t)f  the  administration  of  those  territories 
was  urgent  before,  it  became,  in  my 
opinion,   imperative  when  the  Anglo- 


French  Convention  was  signed  last  year. 
I  If  I  recollect  rightly,  under  that  conven- 
.  tion  it  was  agreed  to  give  to  France  two 

'  enclaves  

*.Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  must  not  go  into  details.  He 
can  refer  generally  to  the  risk  of  disputes 
but  must  not  review  the  history  and  ett'ect 
of  the  convention. 

*.Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  was  merely 
going  to  say  that  under  those  circum- 

I  sunces  and  u|)on  other  grounds  which 

I  might  be  named,  such  as  the  creation  of 
Imperial  force  upon  the  West  African 
Frontier,  it  became  essential  on  the  part  of 

.  the  (Government  to  take  over  these  terri- 
tories. That  Iwing  so,  the  on'y  question 
that  remains  is  the  price  which  the 
country  is  asked  to  pay  the  company 
for  the  consideration  with  which  they 
part.  Is  the  Grovemment  asking  the 
country  to  pay  too  much  ?  I  should 
approach  a  question  of  that  kind  in  no 
niggling  spirit.  We  are  taking  over 
territory  which  has  been  administered  by 
the  company  for  some  fifteen  years.  They 
have  had  all  the  difficulties  to  encounter. 
It  is  not  the  case  of  a  company  who 
have  done  nothing :  their  trade  for  the 
last  seven  years  has  averaged  something 
like  a  million  sterling.  The  Niger  bend, 
as  it  is  called,  is  one  of  the  richest  districts 
in  the  whole  of  Africa.    Bearing  these 

:  things  in  mind,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
sum  named  is  exorbitant.  If  the  Govern- 
ment had  gone  into  the  country  fifteen 
years  ago,  and  had  endeavoured  to  obtain 
and  administer  the  extensive  territories 
in  question,  it  would  have  cost  the  country 
■a  vastly  greater  sum  than  it  will  now 
have  to  expend.  I  will  not  further 
detain  the  House  uymi  the  merits  of  the 
matter,  but  I  desire  to  point  out  that 
there  is  no  schedule  to  the  Bill.  I 
think  this  is  an  omission  of  which 
we  have  reason  to  complain.  Without 
a  schedule  it  will  be  impossible  for 
any  hoti.  Member  who  thinks  that  any 
item  should  be  rerhiced  or  deleted  to 
move  a  reduction.  I  shall  only  add  that  if 
my  honourable  friends  should  press  the 
question  to  a  division  I  shall  certainly 
support  the  Government  upon  the  general 
policy. 

Mr.  CUBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  cither  a  large 
political  question  or  it  is  nothing  at  all. 
If  it  is  a  large  [wlitical  question  we 

Digitized  by  GoOg  [C 


1291 


Botfal  Niger 


{COMMONS} 


Company  BUI. 


1292- 


cannot  bo  too  nice  in  the  actual  aura 
which  we  are  to  pay  for  taking  over  the 
government  of  this  new  pro^-ince.  We 
are  buying  the  new  province,  a.n(\  there- 
fore you  caiuiot  haggle  over  small  sums  of 
money.    I  think,  however,  something  can 
fairly  be  saifl  about  the  terms  on  which 
we   are   to   buy   it.    I  do  respectfully 
submit  that  the  cost  of  the  administra- 
tion which  we  are  going  to  substitute  for 
the  present  administration  ought  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Ijargain,  and  it  cannot  be  kept 
out  of  that  bargain.    I  think  it  is  the 
business  of  the  Ohancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  say  what  he  is  going  to  do 
with  the  horse  when  be  has  bought  it.  In 
the  Treasury   Minute   which  sanctions 
this    bargain    it    is    stated    that  the 
Government     will     receive    a  royalty 
on  the  minerals.    It  may  be  said  that, 
financiallj-,  this  is  a  bad  bargain,  although 
the  financial  ground  is  not  the  one  on 
which  the  question  can   be  adequately 
dealt  with.    I  notice  that  the  cost  will  l>e 
something  like    £24,000  a  year,  ami 
therefore  we  arc  going  to  pav  the  com- 
pany £865,000  for  the  right  of  perma- 
nently paying  £24,000  a  year.    That  is 
practicalh'  what  we  are  doing,  audit  may 
be  a  very  good  bargain.  We  paid  millions 
under  similar  circumstances  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  century  to  the  Russians,  the 
Prussians,  and  the  Austrians,  and  I  do  j 
not  think  anyone  will  question  that  the  , 
mono}'   was   well   spent.    In  regard  to  I 
Clause  3,  it  is  provitled  that  a  certain  , 
shadow  of  a  shade  of  a  sum  shall,  luider  | 
certain  undefined   cireumstances,  come 
back  to  us  in  alleviati(Hi  of  this  sum 
which  we  are  going  to  raise.    I  wish  the 
House  to  tmderstiiud  that  by  this  measure  I 
it  is  mlding  £850,000  to  the  National  i 
Debt.    It  is  suggested  that  we  shall  get  I 
something  from  these  territories,  but  what ' 
are  we  to  get  1    It  is  something  which  | 
entirely  dcpenrls  upon  the  mind  of  the  1 
Treasury  which  has  the  power  of  deter-  > 
mining  whether  the  receipts  are  in  excess  of  | 
the  necessary  expenditure,  and  the  Trea-  - 
sury  itself  determines  what  the  necessary  j 
expenses  are  to  lie.    It  is  also  provided  | 
that  a  certain  sum  shall  be  applied  to  the  : 
improvement  of  the  Colony,  and  what  I 
sort  of  sum  does  the  House  imagine  will  ' 
be  left  when  all  these  reservations  have 
been  met  ?  Hitherto  the  cost  of  governing  ' 
the  place  has  been  £24,000  a  year,  and  j 
do  the  Government  suppose  that  it  is 
in^  to  cost  them  any  less }    In  all  pro-  j 
,lnlity  it  will  be  more,  for  possibly  eveiy  ; 
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servant  who  was  employed  by  the  Niger 
Company,  and  who  will  become  a  senant 
of  the  Crown,  will  want  an  increase  in 
wages,  and  I  do  not  see  how  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  going  to  govern 
the  territory  cheaper  than  the  company 
did.  Consequently,  I  cannot  imagine 
that  there  will  be  a  farthing  left  to  come 
back  to  the  Exchequer,  and  my  belief  is 
that  this  sum  of  £865,000  will  have  to  be 
made  up  by  the  British  taxpayers,  in 
addition  to  which  you  will  have  to  find  a 
permanent  and  increasii^  charge  for  the 
government  of  this  new  province  which 
we  have  bought.  That  is  undoubtedly 
what  we  must  expect,  and  nothing  else. 
My  belief  is  that  without  haggling  over 
the  details  of  the  bargain,  and  without 
going  into  the  cost  and  value  of  so  many 
pinnaces  or  so  many  steamers,  the  case 
has  been  very  much  overstated. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Ch.\mbeblain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  understand  that  a 
question  has  been  asked  by  the  hm. 
Member  for  Poplar  as  to  the  ftiture 
administration  of  the  territories  that  we 
arc  about  to  take  over.  Perhaps  with 
the  permission  of  the  House  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say  a  few  words  upon  that 
subject.  It  is  intended,  after  all  the 
negotiations  are  completed  ,  that  three 
Governments  shall  be  formed  —  the 
Government  of  I^gos,  the  Government 
of  Southern  Nigeria,  which  will  include 
the  lower  portion  of  the  Niger  Company's 
territories  and  the  whole  of  the  Coast 
Protectorate  and  the  third  Government 
is  that  of  Northern  Nigeria.  With  re- 
gard to  T^agos  and  Southern  Nigeria,  the 
present  Governors  will  remain  to  adminis- 
ter the  territories,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
appoint  Colonel  Lugard  Governor  of 
Noi  thern  Nigeria,  but  a*  the  .same  time 
the  whole  of  the  Customs  duties  of  the 
three  districts  will  be  identical.  There 
will  be  two  coast  districts,  ami  no  Cus- 
toms ban-ier  will  exist  between  the  coast 
districts  and  Northern  Nigeria.  The  re- 
ceipts of  the  Customs  will  bo  "  pooled " 
and  divided  from  time  to  time  in  proper 
proportions  between  the  three  admini- 
strations. We  hope  by  making  changes 
in  the  character  and  nature  of  the  Cus- 
toms, especially  in  regard  to  cert'iin 
details,  to  remove  obstacles  which  have 
hitherto  stood  in  the  way  of  trade,  and 
we  think  that  can  be  done  without  any 
additional  expense.    It  is  true  that  there 
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will  be  a  deficit  in  the  first  instance  upon  ; 
the  total  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  ] 
three  Grovernments,  but  I  do  not  think  it , 
will  lie  a  large  one,  even  at  first,  and  we  j 
have  every  reason  to  hope  that  with  the  ] 
increase  of   trade  that  deficit  will  dis- 
appear.   At  the  present  moment  the 
returns  from  Lagos  and  the  Niger  Coast  i 
Protectorate  are  very  satisfactory.  -  The 
trade  there  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  we  \ 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  when  the  ' 
monopoly  of  the  Niger   Company  is : 
abolished  trade  will  very  largely  increase  , 
in  their  territory  also.    Qf  course,  an 
immense  deal  wiU  depend  upon  the  ex-  ■ 
tent  to  which  we  are  able  to  improve  i 
communications.     We  are  doing  that . 
■already  to  a  very  considerable  extent  in  ' 
Lagos,  where  a  railway  is  making  its  way  \ 
gr^ually  from  the  Niger  to  the  coast,  j 
and  alr^y  that  is  having  a  very  marked ' 
effect  upon  the  course  of  trade.   For  my-  i 
self,  I  believe  that  the  whole  of  the  trade  | 
which  for  centuries  almost  has  come  down  i 
from  the  north  of  Africa  to  Sokoto, 
Bomu,  and  to  the  other  great  markets,  | 
will  ultimately  come  the  shorter  and  more  | 
■convenient  way  from  the  coast  of  Nigeria,  j 
-and  will  therefore  come  largely  into  OTir  j 
hands  ;  and  although  I  do  not  want  to  be  < 
too  sanguine  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  j 
which  is  largely  a  subject  of  specula- 
tioD,    I  do  not  think   that  even  as 
■a  pecuniary  bargain  the  country  will 
have  fuiy  reason  to  r^ret  Uie  change 
they  are  asked  to  assent  to.     I  am 
asked  how  this  will  aShct  the  regulations 
with  regard  to  spirits.    It  is  intended 
that  the  duty  which  has  been  recently 
raised  shall  be  identical  for  the  coast  dis- 
tricts, and  that  so  far  as  the  northern 
•district  is  concerned  the  sale  of  spirits 
shi^  be  absolutely  prohibited,  and  I  have 
imder  consideration  a  series  of  Ordinances 
which  will  be  passed  for  the  coast  districts 
and  Northern  Nigeria  in  order  to  secure 
-the    execution    of   that  arrangement, 
^Tolonel  Lugard  has  made  a  further  pro- 
posal which  I  am  inclined  to  r^ard  very 
favourably.    It  is  to  make  between  Nor- 
t^hern  Nigeria  and  Southern  Nigeria  what 
I  may  ciOQ  a  neutral  zone,  in  which,  while 
spirits  would  be  allowed  to  be  sold,  they 
-would  not  be  allowed  to  be  stocked,  and 
the  efTect  of  that  would  be  that  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  carry  spirits  up 
into  the  northern  district.    If  we  can 
make  that  arrangement  it  will  very 
nuterially  assist  our  control  of  the  trade, 
And,  having  regard  to  the  very  great 


difficulty  which  exists  in  carrying  what 
after  all  is  rather  a  bulky  product,  we 
shall  have  no  real  difficulty  in  preventing 
spirits  ascending  beyond  the  point  we 
desire.  At  the  present  moment,  as  the 
House  is  aware,  we  have  just  raised  the 
duty  on  spirits  by  50  per  cent.,  ai^d  the 
duty  on  spirits  in  the  territories  of  the 
Crown,  including  those  of  the  Royal 
Niger  Company,  is  now  higher  than  in 
the  adjoining  territories  of  Dahomey  and 
the  German  province.  The  duty  is  now 
uniform  in  the  three  territories.  I  do 
not,  however,  look  upon  the  point  at 
which  it  stands  as  necessarily  the  limit. 
I  hope  that  from  time  to  time  it  will  be 
still  further  raised,  but,  of  course,  we 
have  to  be  careful  in  raising  it  that 
we  do  not  encourage  smuggUng 
from  the  adjoining  provinces.  ^Ve 
might  perhaps  reconcile  om-selves  to 
a  very  considerable  reduction  of  the 
brade  in  spirits,  but  unfortunately  that 
trade  in  spirits  goes  with  trade  in  cottons 
and  other  manumctures,  and  if  our  traders 
were  unable  to  supply  the  spirits  to  which 
the  natives  were  accuatomccl  they  would 
lose  their  trade  in  other  goods  as  well. 
Therefore,  it  is  a  matter  which  we  have 
very  carefully  to  consider,  but  as  to 
which  I  think  the  House  will  agree  that 
it  would  be  unwise  to  proceed  too  rapidly 
in  the  direction  in  which  we  are  going. 
I  may  say  that,  although  the  consumption 
(A  spirits  is  lairge — too  large,  I  thinlE,  in 
this  district — yet  still  it  is  very  much  less 
than  it  has  been  in  past  years.  Con- 
siderable steps  have  been  taken  to  reduce 
the  consumption,  although  the  territories 
themselves  have  greatly  increased.  I 
think  the  hon.  Grentleman  also  raised  a 
question  with  regard  to  slavery,  and  he 
pointed  out  that  in  the  Niger  Company's 
territories  the  legal  status  of  slavery  has 
been  abolished.  No  doubt  that  was  a 
most  excellent  arrangement,  but  at  the 
same  time  I  must  point  out  that  it 
is  to  a  large  extent  a  paper  ar- 
rangement, because  in  a  very  large 
portion  of  this  gigantic  country  of 
Sokoto  and  Bornu  no  white  man  has 
ever  been,  and  nothing  like  the  control 
has  been  established  which  would  enable 
us  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  such  a 
matter,  for  instance,  as  domestic  slavery. 
We  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
what  is  called  domestic  slavery  exists, 
and  has  existed  for  many  years,  not  only 
in  such  places  as  S(Aoto  and  Bomu,  but 
also  in  parts  of  India  and  in  the  hinter- 
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lands  of  all  African  colonies,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  absurd  to  give  the  House  any 
impression  that  that  can  be  totally  or 
immediately  changed.  What  we  shall 
do,  of  course  is  to  influence  the  customs 
of  the  country  as  far  as  that  is  possible, 
and,  as  our  effective  control  extends,  so 
also  will  extend  our  lawn  and  arrange- 
ments with  regard  to  slavery.  In  the 
meantime,  what  we  are  doing  is  some- 
thing the  effect  of  which  can  hardlybe  over- 
estimated. We  are  destroying  everywhere 
in  our  protectorates  and  in  our  spheres  of 
influence, as  well  as  in  our  tenitories,  slave 
raiding,  and  it  is  slave  raiding  which  has 
been  the  great  curse  of  Africa.  If  at  the 
present  moment  Africa  is  one  of  the  least 
populated  of  continents,  it  is  entirely  be- 
cause of  the  perpetual  destruction  of  life 
and  the  insecurity  both  of  life  and  pro- 
perty which  have  resulted  from  the  pro- 
cess of  slave  raiding,  which  at  one  time 
was  universfd  throughout  the  whole 
country.  We  have  put  a  stop  to  that  in 
many  of  our  colonies ;  we  are  continually 
proceeding  in  that  direction,-  and  it  will 
be  one  our  first  duties  to  absolutely 
prohibit  and  prevent  it  in  the  lands  of  the 
Koyal  Niger  Company,  and  in  all  terri- 
tories ovei-  which  we  exercise  control.  I 
think  that  13  all  I  have  to  say  in  answer 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire. 
Chesterfield) :    A  statement  has  been 
made  to-day,  and  has  not  been  contradicted, 
that  two  years  ago  the  shares  of  this 
company  were  worth  only  JEIO  in  the 
market,  but  that  in  consequence  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  exceedingly  lilieral 
arrangements  come  to  with  the  Govern-  | 
ment  the  price  has  now  risen  to  ^20.  I 
We  are  uow  asked  to  sanction  the  pa\--  I 
ment  of  £850,000  to  this  company,  but 
we  ha\  e  had  no  evidence  during  the  ten  , 
or  twelve  years  that  the  company  has  ' 
existed  as  to  the  income  the  expenditure  | 
of  this  ^50,000  will  bring  to  us  as  a  j 
trading  concern.    We  are  leaving  them 
the  most  profitable  part  of  their  business.  ' 
I  wish  to  know  what  are  the  Fmponsi-  j 
bilities  of  the  company  to  the  French  ' 
(loverninent,  and  whether  the  British  , 
Government  will  take  over  the  responsi- 
bilities.    I  should  also  like    to  ask 
whether  in  all  parts  of  the  territory  that 
is  to  Im;  taken  over  absolute  free  trade 
will  l>e  given   to  the  Liverpool  mer- 
chants, and  whether  anything  will  be  ' 
done  tu  prevent  the  use  of  spirits  as  a ' 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain.  ' 


'  medium  of  exchange.     While  I  am  in 
:  favour  of  doing  away  with  this  and  all 
j  other  chartered  companies,  I  think  that 
,  as  honest,  straightforward  business  men 
!  we  should  otdy  pay  a  reasonable  price. 
1 1  congratulate  the  Colonial  Secretary  on 
I  the  measures  he  has  taken  in  regard  to- 
I  the  slave  trade.    He  has  very  properly 
endeavoured  to  put  down  slave  raiding^ 
and  I  hope  be  will  continue  his  efforts 
I  hope  we  are  not  going  to  hand  this 
territory  over  to  the  control  of  the 
I  Foreign  Office,  which  has  acknowledged 
;  the  legal  status  of  siavery  in  East  Africa. 
;  The  Colonial  Office  in  this  matter  has 
[  always  exhibited  a  very  much  higher 
moral  code  than  the  Foreign  Office. 

I  »SlR  M.  HICKS-BEACH  :  This  Debate 
has  continued  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
{  many  hon.  Members  have  addressed  the 
House,  but  I  think  their  agreement  about 
the  principle  of  this  Bill  has  been  practi- 
cally unanimous.  I  do  not  understand 
that  even  the  hon.  Member  for  Northamp- 
ton considers  that  things  should  be  left 
as  they  are,  and  that  the  Niger  Company 
should  be  allowed  to  retain  its  charter. 
I  think  we  are  agreed  that  the  charter 
must  Iw  revoked,  that  the  company  must 
be  deprived  of  its  administrative  rights,, 
and  the  full  control  of  the  government  of 
this  country  set  up  in  these  territories  in 
its  place.  And  therefore  the  only 
question  before  the  House  as  to  which 
I  need  say  anything  is  the  price  which 
is  to  be  paid  tor  the  revocation  of  the 
charter.  Now  I  think  hon.  Members- 
are  a  little  hard  on  me  in  that  matter. 
If  must  be  remembered  that  this,  as  has. 
been  stated  in  the  course  of  the  Debate^ 
is  an  act  of  high  policy.  In  1886  this 
charter  was  granted,  and,  so  far  as  I  am 
able  to  judge,  I  think  it  was  rightly 
granted  at  that  time.  It  is  now  consi- 
dered necessary,  in  the  interests  of  the 
territories  and  of  this  country,  that  it 
should  be  revoked,  and  it  is  impossible 
that  it  can  be  revoked  without  consider- 
able payments  to  the  company  that 
possesses  it.  By  universal  consent  they 
have  deserved  well  of  their  country. 
There  can  be  no  reasonable  duubt  what- 
ever that,  but  for  the  work  that  they  have 
done,  the  great  artery  of  the  Niger  and 
the  territories  adjoining  it  would  now  not 
be  in  our  hands,  but  in  the  hands  either 
of  Germany  or  of  France.  Therefore,  in 
dealing  with  them,  I  entirely  deprecate 
what  I  must  refer  to  as  the  "  higgling " 
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policy  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Poplai", 
vrbo  desires  to  go  into  all  the  minuti»  of 
the  payments  which  we  are  to  make  to 
ihe  company,  instead  of  dealing  with 
them  in  that  generous  spirit  which  I 
think  the  House  and  the  public  desire. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  particu- 
larly said  that  I  thought  they  deserved 
generous  treatment ;  but  I  think  the  House 
is  entitled  to  have  an  explanation  in  regard 
to  certain  sums  proposed  to  be  paid. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS-BEACH :  I  amalwut 
to  give  that  explanation*  but  I  must  say 

th.1t  the  criticisms  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
were  not  in  accordance  with  his  general 
statement.  It  must  be  remembered, 
al8(j,  that  the  company  are  by  no  means 
anxious  that  any  change  should  l>e  made. 
They  have  never  asked  for  any  change, 


Koyal  Niger  territory.    Now  the  history 
of  that  debt  is  shortly  this — the  National 
African  Company  prior  to  the  issue  of  the 
charter  paid  very  considerably  more  than 
X250,OO0  for  acquiring  political  rights  for 
this  country  in  getting  rid  of  the  French 
interests  pushed  into  the  lower  Niger  at 
various  times,  and  in  maintaining  order 
on  the  Niger  during  the  inter\'al  between 
,  the  Conference  of  Berlin  and  the  issue  of 
the  charter  in  1886 — that  is,  before  any 
Customs  duties  could  be  levied  in  order 
I  to  pay  the  expenses  of  administration. 
'  Well,  of  the  amount  so  spent  the  National 
African  Company  found  £117,000  out 
;  of  its  capital,  and  the  remainder  out 
of  the  accimiulated  profits,  the  reserv  e 
,  fund,  and  the  reveime  account  generalhv 
including  private  loans  from  individitafs. 
Before  the  charter  was  granted  it  was 
arranged  that  the  amount  so  spent  shoiUd 


continue  in  their  present  position.  And 
therefore  it  is  solely  on  the  ground  of 
public  policy  that  I  make  the  proposal 
to  revoke  this  charter.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  distrusts  this  company 
as  well  as  any  other  company. 

Mil.  I.ABOUCHERE :  Not  so  much. 


and  they  would  be  better  off  from  their  ;  repaid  provided  the  annual  charge- 
point  of  view  if  they  were  allowed^  to  i  should  not  exceed  £12,500  a  year  on  the 
"  ''  "  revenue  of  the  Niger  territory,  and  it  was. 

subsequently  arranged  that  this  should 
I  be  capitalised  as  j£250,000  at  5  per  cent. 
I  per  annum.  The  Crown  Agents  for  the 
I  Colonies  at  the  time  were  directed  by  the 
■  Government  of  the  day  carefully  toinves- 
'  tigate  the  accounts  of  the  company,  and 
I  after  the  expenditure  of  £250,000  had 
*8iR  M.  HICKS-BEACH  :  I  am  very  been  proved  they  stopped,  although  the 
glad  he  draws  some  distinction,  but  he  :  company  protested  that  they  had  spent  a 
went  through  the  financial  history  of  the  i  great  deal  more  than  that  sum.  Jhere- 
compaiiy  and  asked  me  questions— which  |  ^re  this  debt  on  the  Niger  territory-  of 
I  do  not  complain  of — on  several  points  £12,600  a  yew,  or  £250,000,  was  really 
with  regard  to  it.  I  must  repudiate  any  !  paid  over  to  individuals  and  to  the 
responsibility  for  the  balance-sheets  of  the  j  National  African  Company  to  recompense 
company ;  it  is  not  my  duty  to  explain  \  them  for  expenditure  incurred  for  the 
them,  ajid  I  do  not  propose  to  attempt  to  purposes  I  have  described  before  the  issue 
du  so.    I  have  placed  them  before  the  I  of  the  charter,  and,  in  fact,  it  is  so  alluded 


80. 

House  for  consideration  in  common  with 
the  other  papers.  But  when  the  hon. 
Mcnil>er  suggests  that  the  capital  of  the 
compjiiiy  is  watered  capital  I  must  say 
that  in  my  judgment  he  is  entirely  wrong. 
No  doubt  the  Koyal  Niger  Company  has 
anialg:tmated  Avith  it  other  companies  and 
traders  on  the  Niger,  and  it  has  pai<t 
tbem  for  their  assets  in  shares  of  the 
company,  as  it  naturally  would  have  done. 
But  1  am  informed  that  those  assets  were 
valuable  assets,  and  in  many  cases  cash 
assets.  Then  of  course  traders  established 
on  the  river  had  a  goodwill  which  was 
valuable,  an<t  for  which  it  was  right  that 


to  in  the  charter  itself.  I  hope  that  the 
hon.  Member  will  see  that  this  is  really 
payment  made  after  full  investigation  by 
the  Government  of  the  day  for  actual 
cash  expended,  and  that  in  taking  over- 
the  administration  of  the  territory  it 
was  practically  impossible  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  do  anything  else  than 
take  over  the  debt  charged,  according  to 
the  charter,  on  the  revenue  of  those 
territories. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  But  there  is  the 
30  pel-  cent,  bonus,  or  whatever  you'choose 
to  call  it.    There  is  a  Member  of  this 


they  should  be  paid.  The  company  must :  House  who  took  a' small  number  of  shares 
have  profited  largely  by  amalgamating  ^  in  the  Niger  Company  and  who  received, 
with  it  these  other  traders.  Then' the  without  having  made  any  payment  in 
hon.  Memlter  refers  to  the  debt  of  the  '  respect  of  it,  30  per  cent,  on  the  value 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1299  RoyalNign  {COMMONS}  Company  Bill.  1300 


his  shares.  I  cannot  understand  that,  and 
I  should  like  an  explanation. 

*Sm  M.  HICKS-BEACH :  I  assume 
that  the  individual  in  question  must 
have  purchased  those  shares  from  some 
previous  holder.  That  previous  holder 
had  unquestionably  expended,  out  of 
capital  previously  raised,  whatever  the 
amount  may  have  been  in  respect  of  this 
^rant,  and  therefore  the  holder  who  pur- 
chased tjieae  shares  was  entitled  to  be 
recouped  for  that  expenditure.  Then  the 
bon.  .Member  for  the  Scotland  Division  of 
Liverpool,  I  think,  commented  uiifavour- 
jibly  on  the  treaties  made  by  the  company 
•excluding  foreigners  from  the  territories 
made  over  to  them.  Well,  I  am  informed 
1.hat  those  treaties  were  made  by  the 
National  African  Company  before  the 
grant  of  the  charter,  and  obviously 
any  pi-ovision  contrary  to  the  terms 
of  the  charter  in  those  treaties  could 
not  have  been  acted  upon  by  the 
Company.  Then  the  price  of  X15O,00O 
proposed  to  be  paid  for  the  land  and 
mineral  rights  of  the  company  has  been 
referred  to.  On  that  I  would  say  that 
these  land  rights  are  an  essential  part  of 
the  bargain  we  are  making  vrith  the  com- 
pany ;  they  extend  over  something  like 
330,000  acres,  or  500  square  miles,  in  a 
narrow  strip  of  land,  nowhere,  I  think, 
exceeding  2,000  yards  wide,  along  the 
banks  of  the  Niger  for  very  many  miles. 
It  is,  as  I  believe,  the  only  land  suitable  at 
the  present  mon^ent,  and  until  the  country 
is  very  much  further  developed,  f oi  utilisa- 
tion for  trading  stations  or  plantations  by 
any  person  desiring  to  settle  in  the 
.country.  By  acquiring  those  land  rights 
the  company,  of  course,  was  able,  practi- 
.«a11y,  largely  to  shut  out  any  other  traders 
or  competitors  from  coming  on  the  Niger, 
except  on  such  .  terms  as  they  wete 
•disposed  to  make.  When  we  obtain 
possession  of  those  land  rights,  wiUi 
which  it  will  be  open  to  the  Ghovemment 
of  the  country  to  deal,  I  expect  a  very 
considerable  profit  from  persons  desiring 
to  settle  along  the  Niger  for  purposes  of 
trade  or  plantation.  Then  in  this  item 
is  included  to  some  extent  the  piirchiise 
of  mineral  rights  acquired  by  the  com- 
pany under  treaty,  most  of  which  were 
acquired  before  the  grant'  of  the  charter. 
It  has  been  questioned  whether  we  have 
been  right  in  proposing  to  allow  the  com- 
pany not  merely  a  certain  portion  oi  this 
.XI  50,000  as  the  price  of  these  mineral 

Mr.  Lttbouckere. 


rights,  but  also  half  the,  royalties  which 
may  be  levied  in  a  certain  portion 
of  these  territories  in  future.  I  must 
ask  the  House  to  remember  that 
this  whole  matter  has  been  the  result  of 
long  negotiations  between  myself,  aided 
by  Sir  Francis  Mowatt,  who  has  done 
excellent  work  for  the  country  in  this 
connection,  and  by  Colonel  Lugard,  and 
by  officials  of  the  Foreign  Office  on  one 
side,  and  Sir  George  Goldie  on  the 
other.  Sir  Geor^  Goldie's  opinion  of 
the  value  of  the  mmeral  rights  was,  when 
we  began  those  negotiations,  something 
immense ;  he  put  them  down  at  a  million, 
if  I  remember,  on  one  occasion.  I  de- 
murred altogether  to  that  view,  for  I  cm- 
sidered  that  as  very  little  was  known  aboat 
the  minerals  in  these  re^ons  at  the  present 
time  it  was  absolutely  impossible  for  any- 
one to  say  what  they  might  be  really 
worth.  The  proper  way  to  deal  wiui 
them,  at  any  rate  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  was  that  they  should  be 
tested  by  future  results,  and  that 
a  royalty  should  therefore  be  paid. 
That  was  the  reason  for  that  pro- 
posal, because  it  was  absolutely  im- 
possible to  arrive  at  any  fair  settlement 
in  any  other  way.  I  want  the  House  to 
consider  my  position  in  this  matter.  We 
have  done  what  we  believe  to  be  a  great 
act  of  public  policy  in  buying  up  this 
company  against  their  will,  and  it  would 
have  been  wrong  for  us  to  deal  with  them 
as  if  they  had  committed  some  crime, 
which  they  seem  to  have  done  in  the  eyes 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton,  or 
to  have  dealt  with  them  in  any  way  but 
by  means  of  a  friendly  bargain.  That  it 
the  only  way  in  which  the  matter  coold 
be  fairly  approached. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY :  Did  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  take  the  opinion  of 
any  mining  experts  before  settliD^  the 
pnce  ? 

*SlR  M.  HICKS-BEACH:  No  minin£ 
experts  can  test  the  value  of  minent 
rights  in  a  country  which  is  largely  un- 
explored. The  hon.  Member  for  Poplar 
and  other  hon.  Members  have  laid 
greaX  stress  on  the  proposal  to  pay 
the  company  £300,000  for  expendituie 
for  various  objects  beyond  ordinary 
administrative  work.  I  would  ask  the 
House  to  remember  with  r^ard  to 
that  that  the  company  had  to  do  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  extra 
work  in  maintaining  against  French 
and  German  explorers,  backed  by  their 
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ovn  countries,  rights  for  Great  Britain  in 
these  regions,  and  with  that  object  it  was 
compelled  to  maintain  a  force  of  police,  a 
large  number  of  officials,  more  steamers 
to  patrol  the  waters  of  the  Niger,  and 
matters  of  that  kind,  which  would  not 
have  been  in  any  degree  necessary  if  it 
had  merely  to  do  with  the  natives  in  the 
territories  entrusted  to  its  care,  or  with 
the  levying  of  the  Customs  duties.  But 
it  has  been  said  that  we  are  pa3nng  the 
company  a  considerable  sum  for  which 
we  ^t  nothing ;  indeed,  less  than 
nothing,  because  we  arc  really  relieving 
them  of  what  has  been  a  burden.  I  do 
not  think  hon.  Members  who  say  that 
have  fairiy  considered  the  position  which 
the  company  has  acquired  under  its 
charter.  It  is  not  my  duty  to  defend 
those  who  drew  up  that  charter  ;  neither 
side  of  the  House  can  clum  a  special  re- 
sponsibility for  it ;  it  was  the  work,  in 
fact,  of  both  political  parties.  But  it  is  a 
aimjde  &ct  that  the  powers  granted  by 
the  charter  were  so  extensive,  and  its 
language  so  wide,  that  under  it  the  com- 
pany nave  been  able  to  acquire  the 
practical  monopoly  of  trade,  although  in 
one  clause  of  the  charter  a  monopoly 
of  trade  was  absolutely  forbidden,  and 
although  freedom  of  trade  on  the  Niger 
was  established  by  the  Treaty  of  Berlin. 
When  the  Foreign  Office  endeavoured 
to  bruig  the  regulations  of  the  company  into 
more  harmony  with  the  freedom  of  trade 
under  the  Ti*eaty  of  Berlin,  and  consulted 
tiie  law  officers  as  to  whether  the  acts  of 
the  company  were  •  within  the  charter  or 
not,  I  the  answer  they  got  was  that  the 
cl)arter  allowed  the  company  to  do  every- 
thing that  it  had  done.  Therefore  I 
think  the  House  will  see  that  we  have 
been  placed  in  this  position.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  trade  should  be  free  on  the 
Niger.  By  the  powers  of  administration, 
as  well  as  of  trading,  which  the  chartergave 
to  the  company  in  the  region  entrusted 
to  it,  it  has  been  able  to  carry  oat  certain 
bargains  with  regard  to  the  acquirement 
<rf  land  rights,  to  make  certain  regulations 
with  regard  to  licences  to  trade,  and  the 
places  at  which  vessels  might  land  along 
the  course  of  the  Niger,  which  have  practic- 
ally given  it  this  trade  monopoly,  and  if 
the  barter  is  to  be  revoked  under  which 
this  monopoly  has  been  acquired  it  is  im- 
soesible  but  that  the  company  must 
be  paid  for  losing  advantages  wnich,  in 
my  opiaion,  are  due  to  a  mistake  in 
the  original  wording  of  the  charter. 

VOL.  LXXIV.  -  [Fourth  Series.] 


It  must  be  remembered  that  the  position 
of  the  company  will  be  totally  changed 
after  the  revocation  of  the  charter.  The 
hon.  Member  who  spoke  last  seemed  to 
assume  that  the  company  would  still  be 
in  a  position  to  enjoy  a  practical  mono- 
poly of  trade,  that  this,  in  fact,  would 
not  be  diminished,  but  that  is  far  from 
being  the  case.  No  doubt  the  company 
will  hold  a  strong  position  as  already 
occupjdng  the  ground,  but  they  wiU 
in  riiture  be  entitled  to  no  advantage 
beyond  that  which  their  position,  their 
trading  stations,  and  their  existing 
wharves  on  the  Niger  give  them,  and  we 
shall  hope  to  introduce  other  traders 
into  their  territory  in  competition  with 
the  company,  and  I  can  assure  the  House 
that,  by  the  arrangements  we  now  ask 
Parliament  to  sanction,  real  freedom  of 
trade  will  be  introduced  into  the  territory. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Gateshead  has 
criticised  some  of  the  prices  which 
appear  in  the  schedule  for  some  of 
the  plant  of  the  company  which  we 
proposed  to  acquire.  I  should  say  that 
the  company  were  by  no  means  desirous 
to  part  with  this,  but  I  think  the  House 
will  agree,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Poplar  has  admitted,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  take  over  as  much  of 
the  administrative  plant  as  is  required. 
The  plant  is  on  the  spot,  it  has 
been  used  for  administrative  purposes,, 
and  it  will  be  infinitely  cheaper  to  buy  it 
from  the  company  than  to  purchase  it 
here  and  send  it  out  from  England.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Gateshead  aaa  criticised 
the  price  proposed  to  be  given  for  certain 
boats  and  hulks  in  connection  with 
administrative  work,  and  though  I  do  not 
pretend  to  set  .myself  against  the  hon. 
Member  as  an  authority  on  the  value  of 
these  things,  I  can  assure  him  that  the 
schedule  has  been  most  carefully  gone 
into  by  gentlemen  who  know  these  par- 
ticular boats  and  hulks — for  instance, 
by  Colonel  Lugard — who  have  had  ex- 
perience of  administration  in  these  re^ons, 
and  know  the  cost  of  purchasing  similar 
plant  and  sendii^  it  out  from  England. 
The  hulks  are  not  the  rotten  old  steamers 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  contemptu- 
ously refers.  They  are  sailing  vessels 
built  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
used  on  the  Niger,  when  it  was 
necessary  to  have  administrative  sta- 
tions in  unhealthy  places,  as  residences 
for  the  staff  instead  of  houses.  For  a 
like  purpose  they  will  be  iised  in  the 
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future,  and  they  will,  I  believe^  last  for 
many  years.    I  am  quite  sure  we  should 
have  to  pay  a  much  larger  sum  if  we 
replaced  these  vessels  instead  of  purchas- 
ing them  from  the  Royal  Niger  Company. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Memher  for  Pem- 
broke found  fault  with  the  proposal 
to  make  a  charge  on  the  revenue  of 
the  future  in  regard  to  the  sum  we  now 
propose  to  raise,  and  said  we  ought  not  to 
charge  this  as  a  debt  on  the  revenue  of 
the  colony,  but  should  allow  the  colony  to 
raise  it  with  a  Government  guarantee. 
Well,  that  is  a  financial  matter  upon  which 
I  do  not  now  want  to  dwell,  but  in  my 
opinion  it  is  infinitely  better  and  more 
economical  to  advance  the  sum  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  the  Bill  than  to  allow 
the  amount  to  be  raised  by  the  territory 
under  Grovemment  guarantee.    Though  I 
quite  admit  the  provisions  in  the  Bill  m 
to  the  repayment  of  the  money  are  some- 
what vague,  and  necessarily  must  be  so, 
yet  in  my  judgment  it  would  be  a  grave 
mistake  to- advance  the  money  without 
indicating  in  the  Act  of  Parliwnent  the 
intention  that  the  territory  should  repay 
the  advance  when  in  a  position  to  do  so. 
I  believe — and  it  is  the  belief  of  the 
Government,  as  it  is  of  many  Members 
who  have  spoken — that  trade   will  so 
largely  increase  in  the  future  that  it  will 
not  be  many  years  before  the  territory 
will  be  in  a  position  to  find  from  its  own 
revenue  not  only  its  own  administrative 
expenses,  like  Lagos  and  the  Niger  Coast 
Protectorate,  but  also  be  in  a  position  to 
repay  by  instalments  the  money  now  ad- 
vanced for  buying  out  the  company,  I 
think  I  have  aliuded  to  all  the  points 
rused,  and  I  hope  that,  seeing  that  the 
criticisms  have   been  on  points  of  de- 
tail which  may  if  necessary  be  raised 
again,  the  House  will  now  give  a  Second 
Beading  to  the  Bill,  upon  the  principle  of 
which  we  are  all  agreed. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (FoHar) :  May  I 
ask  one  question  ?  It  is  in  relation  to  the 
statement  made  by  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary. In  the  first  place,  with  r^rd  to 
the  importation  of  liquor,  I  understand 
the  importation  of  liquor  will  in  future 
only  be  stopped  by  the  delimitation  of 
the  neutral  zone,  and  the  importation 
would  not  be  illeg^. 

*SiE  M.  HICKS-BEACH :  Beyond  that 
zone. 

6'tr  M.  Hicks-Beach. 
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Captain  SINCLAIR:  Beyond  that 
zone  it  would  still  be  ill^al  % 

*Sni  M.  HICK&^B£ACH:  Tea. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  :  Then  in  regard 
to  the  status  of  slavery.  I  understood 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  say  that  whereas 
in  the  Niger  Company's  territory  the 
status  of  slavery  has  been  abolished,  now 
that  that  territory  will  become  a  portion  of 
the  larger  territory  the  abolition  of  the 
legal  status  will  not  be  extended,  and 
that  we  should  have  to  trust  to  more 
gradual  methods  of  reducing  the  amount 
of  slavery  in  the  larger  territory.  This 
seems  to  be  a  retrogressive  policy. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH :  lean  hardly 
answer  a  question  as  to  the  future  policy 
of  the  Colonial  Office  ivith  regud  to 
slavery.  My  right  hon.  friend  has 
already  made  a  statement  on  the  subject, 
and  if  the  hon.  Member  will  look  at  the 
report  of  my  right  hon.  friend's  speech 
to-morrow,  and  finds  anything  requiring 
elucidation,  perhaps  he  will  put  a  question 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

Question  put  and  agreed  ta 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  BttL. 
As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), further  considered. 

Another  Amendment  made. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Gla^w, 
Bridgeton) :  I  beg  to  move  to  omit 
Clause  7.  It  proposes  to  treat  a  per- 
fectly legitimate  industry  in  this  country 
in  a  most  stringent  and  oppressive 
manner  which  is  alt(^ether  exceptional 
and  unprecedented.  There  is  a  phrase  in 
a  letter  published  this  morning  from 
Esterhazy,  which  is  singularly  appropriate 
to  the  treatment  which  this  Bill  proposes 
to  mete  out  to  the  marcarine  manu- 
facturers of  this  country.  He  referred  to 
"  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  against  the 
moral  culpability  of  Dreyfus,"  and  that  is 
perfectly  appropriate  to  tiie  present  pro- 
posal of  the  Government  with  reference 
to  the  margarine  manufacturers.  No 
proof  has  been  alleged  that  the  adultera- 
tion and  misrepresentation  which  take 
place  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  mar- 
garine are  perpetrated  by  the  manufac- 
turers. This  clause  proposes  neverthe- 
less that  the  manufacturers  riudl  be 
placed  luder  altogether  exoeptional 
I  regulation^  which  are  in  muiy  respects 
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inquisitorial,  and  calculated  to  destroy  an 
industry  of  great  importance,  and  to  drive 
it  out  of  the  country  altogether.    If  this 
tilawe  is  paraed  will  it  be  of  any  real  use? 
The  foreign  manufacturer  will  be  able  to 
send  butter  adulterated  with  margarine 
in  spite  of  every  precaution  you  can  take. 
The  manufacture  of  margMine  is  a  com- 
peting industry  with  that  of  butter,  but 
Riutter  manufacturers  are  not  to  be  sub- 
jected to  the  same  restrictions.    The  hon. 
Member  for  South  Molton  looks  at  me 
■with  an  angry  eye.    He  told  us  he  repre- 
'Sented  an  nonest  agricultural  industry, 
.and  I  have  no  doubt  as  far  as  his  con- 
stituents are  concerned  any  attempt  at 
iraud  would  be  out  of  the  question.  But 
;all  agricultural  Members  are  not  so  for- 
^tunate  in  their  constituents,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  among  butter  manu- 
facturers and  dairy    farmers  in  other 
parts  of    the  country  advantage  will 
he   taken    of   the    non-inspection  of 
ibutter  factories  as  compared  with  the 
stringent  inspection  of  margarine  fac- 
:tories  to  transfer  the  lucrative  trade  of 
butter  mixed  with  margarine  to  another 
•quarter.  There  is  no  proof  whatever  that 
.adulteration  takes  place  in  the  margarine 
factories.    Everything  points  to  exactly 
the  contrary.    The  people  who  buy  mar- 
^rine  from  the  manufacturers  know  what 
■tTiey  are  about.    They  will  not  give 
butter  prices  for  margarine.    They  know 
-exactly  the  value  of  the  difierent  brands, 
an  !  on  their  part  I  have  never  heard  even 
-a  v/hisper  of  an  allegation  of  any  fraudu- 
.lenb  adulteration  taking  place  in  these 
factories.  If  tiiat  be  the  case,  why  should 
you  expose  these  manufacturers  to  inqui- 
sitorial inquiries  and  exceptional  restric- 
tions from  which  their  foreign  competitors 
.are  free  %    You  do  not  propcwe  to  impose 
them  on  their  home  competitors  in  the 
butter  trade,  and  the  result  will  bo  that 
vou  will  be  fostering  an  unfair  competi- 
tion, and  will  be  crushing  out  a  very  im- 
portant and  valuable  industry.  For  these 
reasons  it  appears  to  me  that  this  clause 
«hould  be  omitted  from  the  Bill.  Foreign 
manufacturers  of  margarine  will  eagerly 
welcome  it,  but  home  manufacturers  pro- 
test   against  it  most  vigorously  as  an 
:imputation  on  their  honesty,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  is  absolutely  uncalled 
for. 

Amendment  proposed— 

*'  In  p^e  4,  line  29,  to  leave  out  Clause  7." — 
I  (Sir  Charlts  Cameron.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word  '  and,' 
in  line  30,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  The  hon.  Baronet 
recommends  the  omission  of  this  clause 
on  two  grounds.  One  is,  that  it  will 
expose  margarine  manufacturers  to  a  very 
unfair  and  inquisitorial  system  of  inspec- 
tion. That  may  be  the  view  of  the  Eon. 
Baronet  himself,  but  it  is  not  the  view  of 
the  recognised  association  which  exists 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the 
rights  of  mai^rine  manufacturers. 
I  am  able  to  quote  from  a  letter  from 
the  Margarine  Defence  Association  which 
considered  this  clause  in  the  original  Kll 
which  was  introduced  in  a  previous 
Session.  The  letter,  which  is  addressed 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  the 
President  of  which  Department  had 
chai^  of  the  Measure,  states : — 

"With  reference  to  the  proposed  registra- 
tion of  margarine  manufactorers,  the  A^ocia- 
tton  bdieves  Uiat  a  law  to  that  effect  would 
prove  effective  in  the  suppressioa  of  fnrad." 

They  do  not  suggest  that  this  inspection 
would  be  inquisitorial  or  injurious  to 
their  trade,  and  I  confess  I  have  great 
difficulty  in  understanding  why  they 
should  advance  a  view  of  that  kind.  If 
it  is  to  be  assumed,  as  I  think  it  is,  that 
they  conduct  their  business  in  an  honest 
manner  they  have  nothing  whatever  to 
fear  from  Government  inspection.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  are  guilty  of 
practices  which  would  bring  them  within 
the  law,  I  think  a  great  de^  is  to  be  said 
for  the  view  repeatedly  advanced  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  in  support  of  an 
Amendment  which  I  was  unable  to  accept, 
that  we  should  not  devote  all  our 
energies  to  the  detection  of  fraud  on  the 
part  of  the  retailer,  but  that  we  should 
where  possible  get  at  the  wholesale  dealer, 
who  has  been  described  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dundee  as  "  the  great 
rogue  "  in  this  matter.  I  do  not  adopt 
the  hon.  Member's  language,  but  if  there 
is  a  comparison  in  roguery,  and  if  the 
view  of  the  hon.  Baronet  be  adopted, 
then  the  greater  rogue  would  be  allowed 
to  escape.  I  think  there  is  abundant 
justification  for  making  these  factories 
subject  to  proper  inspection,  and,  if 
their  business  is  carried  on  according  to 
law,  they  will  have  nothing  whatever  to 
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fear;  on  the  contrary,  the  fact  that 
the  public  will  know  that  the  premises 
are  open  to  inspection  by  a  OoTemment 
Department  will  give  them  a  sort  of 
certificate,  which  will  be  the  best  advertise- 
ment they  can  possibly  desire.  I  submit  to 
the  House  that  there  is  no  justification 
whatever  on  the  grounds  proposed  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  or  on  any  other  grounds  for 
rejecting  this  clause.  As  is  perfectly  well 
known,  the  power  given  by  the  clause  will 
be  used  by  the  Government  Department 
in  a  fair  and  legitimate  manner,  from 
which  the  persons  oarryii^  on  the 
industry  will  nave  nothing  to  fear. 

Dr.  CLABK  (Caithness):  I  have 
not  been  convinced  by  anything  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  said  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for  this  clause.  In  the  past,  inspec- 
tion and  restriction  of  this  kind  have  been 
limited  to  dangerous  trades,  such  as  the 
manufacture  of  gunpowder  and  dynamite, 
or  to  industries  where  inspection  was 
necessary  for  excise  purposes.  The  manu- 
facture of  margarine  is  not  a  dangerous 
trade.  Margarine  is  an  ordinary  whole- 
some food,  and  you  are  now  going  to 
apply  to  its  manufacture  principles  which 
have  been  applied  hitherto  only  to  the 
manufacture  of  dangerous  substances. 
Why  should  not  ordinary  factory  inspec- 
tion be  sufficient,  as  in  the  case  of  butter 
factories  ?  Why  should  margarine  manu- 
facturers be  placed  at  a  disadvantage  as 
compared  with  butter  manufacturers  1 
There  is  just  as  much  reason  for  inspec- 
tion in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  except 
80  far  as  it  would  affect  British  agricul- 
ture. I  can  understand  the  inspection  of 
lodging-houses  on  grounds  of  public 
heuth,  but  none  of  these  grounds  are  ap- 
plicable to  margarine  factories.  You  are 
giving  the  right  to  inspect  every  process 
of  manufacture,  although  it  is  well  Known 
that  some  of  these  processes  are  secret, 
and  it  is  possible  that  an  inspector  may 

fet  information  under  this  clause  which 
e  could  sell  to  a  rival  manufacturer. 
The  only  justification  that  can  be  urged  is 
that  there  is  fraud  in  selling  margarine 
for  butter;  but  under  the  Margarine  Act, 
if  a  num  sells  butter  with  1  per  cent,  of 
margarine  fae  commits  an  offence.  The 
law  lU)  present  is  quite  stringent  enough. 
This  Bill  is  a  %(ip  to  the  farmers  to 
make  them  think  they  are  getting 
something.  It  will  not,  however,  aflFect 
the  consumption  of  margarine  or  the 
prico^  of    butter,    although  margarine 

Mr.  Loity. 


manufacturers  may  be  fined  £20  or  £50 
because  something  in  their  factories  is- 
not  quite  in  accordaoce  with  ^e  pro- 
visions of  this  clause.  The  GoTwnment 
are  determined  to  carry  the  clause,  bat 
if  the  hon.  Baronet  divides  against  it  I 
will  8U{^>ort  him. 

*aiR  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  My  chief 
objection  to  this  clause  is  that  without, 
any  proved  or  even  alleged  necessity  it  ia- 
introauced  for  the  harassment  of  an 
important  industry.    On  behalf  of  the^ 
manufacturers  generally  there  is  a  feeling, 
that  inspection  is  being  outied  to  an 
altogether  unnemsswy  extent,  and  diat. 
there  is  danger  of  neing  inspected  to- 
death.    The  offences  provided  under  this 
clause  are  failing  to  keep  a  register  or  to 
keep  it  posted  up,  or  to  produce  it  when, 
required  by  an  officer  of  the  Board,  or  to- 
make  a  false  entry,  or  to  omit  to  enter- 
something  which  ought  to  have  been 
entered.     This    is    a    slur    on  the 
manufacturers   that    they    have  done 
nothing    to    warrant    or    justify.  I 
object  altogether  to  their  being  singled 
out  iu  this  way  for  this  special  inspection,, 
and  for  this  new  offence  being  created.  I 
adhere  to  the  opinion  that  it  is  deairabla^ 
to  get  at  the  wholesale  rogue,  if  such  a. 
rogue  exists ;  but  it  has  not  been  shown 
that  our  home  manufacturers  of  margarine 
are  such  rogues,  and  on  their  behalf  I 
protest  against  this  clause. 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL  (Stock- 
ton) :  I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  com- 
promise in  this  matter.    I  quite  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  that  in  the  case  of  manufac- 
tories there  ought  to  be  an  inspector  with 
the  power  of  inspecting  the  premises,  and. 
also  of  inspecting  the  articles  put  into  the 
margarine.    But  I  do  think  that  the  right. 
hon.   Gentleman  is  introducing  an  evil 
system  into  the  trade  of  the  country  in 
giving  power  to  an  inspector  to  go  into  • 
the  premises  of  wholesale  dealers  and  pxy 
into  their  businesB. 

Mr.  BRYCE  fAbeitleen,  SouthJ :  I  en- 
tertain considerable  doubt  as  to  the  ejqie- 
diency  of  this  clause.  It  is  a  new  and  veiy 
doubtful  departure  in  our  l^iislataon. 
The  principles  on  which  inspection  has. 
been  conducted  hitherto  do  not  apply  to 
a  case  of  this  kind.  The  principles  of 
inspection  of  manufactures  hitherto  sanc- 
tioned by  legislation  are  of  three  classes.. 
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There  «re  the  cases  in  which  inspection  is 
necessary  where  you  want  to  levy  an 
excise.  Then  there  are  the  cases  where 
pul^  health  is  involved,  and  there- 
fore the  inspector  goes  into  the  pre- 
mises in  order  to  see  that  the  persons 
employed  therein  have  proper  accom- 
modation, and  that  the  dangers  to  which  \ 
tikey  are  exposed  are  minimised  and  re- 
duced. And,  third,  there  is  the  law  regu- 
lating the  manufacture  of  dynamite  and 
other  explosiTes,  where  publio  safety  is 
inrolred.  These  are  the  only  cases  in 
which  such  infection  and  such  a  register 
as  is  contemplated  by  this  Bill  are  now 
required  by  legislation.  There  is  only 
■one  of  two  grounds  for  the  supervision 
«f  the  manufacture  of  this  article  :  either 
*o  prevent  fraud — but  for  that  there  are 
ample  provisions  in  other  parts  of  the 
Bill — or  to  ensure  the  interest  of  agricul- 
tarBf  that  is  to  say,  to  prevent  competi- 
tion; in  other  woixls^  to  do  something 
more  or  less  protective  in  the  interest  m 
the  agricultural  producer.  That  is  a  new 
■and  dangerous  principle,  and  we  should 
■eatex  oar  protest  ajfainst  this  kind  of 
iegidsiion. 

The   solicitor  -  general  (Sir 
E.  B.  FiNLAY,  Inverness  Burghs) :  I  do 
not  think  that  my  right  hon.  friend  has 
^▼en  sufficient  reasons  for  striking  out 
.^us  clause.    I  would  remind  the  Honsa 
^t&at  in  all  the  rarticular  instances  which 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  gave  of  inspec- 
tion being  permissible  it  was  where  it 
mis  needed  for  the  puUic  good.  Now, 
mannfacturtt   of   mugarine  may 
be    a    perfectly    legitimate  industry, 
»9d  ■  it   is   not    interfered   with  by 
this   BilL     But  we  cannot  shut  our 
^yes  to  the  fact  that  a  great  deal  of 
xqu-garine  is  sold  as  butter,  and  it  is  a 
proper  thing  that,  in  the  interest  of  the 
jflbiic  consumer,  a  check  should  be  put  to 
muA  practices.  I  would  call  the  attention 
•fl£  the  House  to  what  the  scope  of  the 
'danse  is,  and  which  I  think  the  hon. 
6«ntleman  strangely  misunderstood.  It 
provides  that  the  occupier  of  a  muin- 
lactory  of  mwgarine,  and  every  wholesale 
dealer  in  margarine,  shall  keep  a  register 
jihowing   what   is  sent  out  from  the 
manufactory  or  place  of  business,  and 
this  register  will  be  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  an  officer  of  the  Board  of  A^cul- 
twe.    The  object  of  that  is  clear :  if  you 
^nd  a  man  who  professes  to  deal  in  butter 
^tting  re^lar  consignments   of  mar* 


garine,  the  inference  is  not  very  far  off 
that  he  is  selling  margarine  for  butter. 
The  whole  object  of  the  clause  is  to  trace 
the  article  to  the  manufacturer.  I  protest 
most  strongly  against  the  right  hon. 
Grcntleman  when  he  speaks  of  this  as  a 
Protectionist  measure  in  the  interest  of 
I  agriculture.  Surely,  when  an  endeavour 
is  made  to  check  the  sale  of  margarine  fot 
butter,  it  is  not  to  be  called  Frotecti(Hi. 
Every  man  has  a  right  to  be  protected  in 
honest  industry,  and  the  public  have  a 
right  to  be  protected  against  fraud.  This 
is  a  Protectionist  measure  in  that  sense, 
but  in  no  other. 

Mr.  WALLACE  (Perth) :  How  is  it 
proposed  to  deal  with  the  margarine 
manufactured  and  imported  from  abroad  1 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  Provision  is  made 
in  the  first  clause  that  margarine 
imported  from  abroad  should  be  clearly 
nuurked. 

Mr.  WALLACE :  Why  not  apply  the 
same  principle  in  regard  to  the  home 
numufactured  margarine  1  If  it  were  so 
plainly  marked  it  could  be  traced  to  the 
manufactiu-er.  I  object  to  the  clause 
because  it  extends  the  principle  of  inflec- 
tion to  the  manufacture  of  that  wmdi; 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  admits  is  a  per- 
fectly healthy  food.  J  cannot  see  why 
inspection  is  necessuy  in  the  case  of 
marguine  unless  it  is  pretended  that  there 
is  something  obnoxious  in  itself  in  m&F-' 
garine.  - 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  fTyrone,  N.) :  I  h(g>e. 
my  hon.  friend  will  divide  on  this  clause.- 
I  regard  it  as  an  extremely  inquisitoriaT 
and  offensive  provision,  and  I  do  not  see' 
why  it  should  not  be  extended  to  the, 
manufacture  of  almost  any  article  of  con- 
sumption which  is  produced  in  this 
country.  I  confess  that  I  do  not  think  tte 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor-General  gave 
any  answer  whatever  to  the  argument  of 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member*  for 
South  Aberdeen.  I  do  not  see  now 
the  inspection  of  a  manufactory  of  mar- 
garine, and  enforcing  the  keepng  ctf 
this  register,  can  possibly  enable  you  to 
reach  the  retailer  who  fraudulently  sells 
margarine  for  butter  to  a  customer.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  whole  object  and 
tenor  of  this  clause  is  to  extinguish  the 
manufacture  of  margarine  altogether  in 
this  country.  That  would  be  veiy  hard 
upon  the  labouring  man  and  his  family,' 
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who  are  very  glad  to  get  good  mai^rine 
at  6d.  per  lb.  instead  ofsecond-rate  outter 
at  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  It 
has  been  forgotten  throughout  the  whole  of 
thisdiscussion  thal^  while  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  the  margarine  used  in  this  country 
is  imported  from  abroad,  a  large  mar- 
garine manufacturing  industry  will 
no  doubt  grow  up  m  this  country  if 
the  demand  for  this  article  continues. 
We  all,  share  the  Solicitor  General's 
desire  to  encourage,  as  far  as  possible, 
honest  and  fair  methods  of  dealnig ;  but 
we  are  bound  to  look  at  the  disadvan- 
tages of  such  legislation,  and  weigh  them 
against  the  advantages.  I  maintain  that 
this  is  a  very  harassing  clause,  and  that 
it  is  open  to  the  greatest  possible  objec- 
tion. One  portion  of  it,  the  second  para- 
graph, was  introduced  against  the  wishes 
of  the  Government  themselves,  after  the 
First  Reading.  If  the  premises  where 
the  margarine  is  kept  are  to  be  inspected, 
why  not  extend  the  inspection  to 
butchers'  shops  to  see  where  the  foreign 
meat  came  from ;  and  why  not  to  bakers' 
shops  to  see  whether  the  bread  is  baked 
from  foreign  flour  or  from  home  flour  ? 
It  is  said  that  the  clause  has  been  put 
forward  in  behalf  of  the  consumer  ;  but  in 
my  humble  opinion,  if  the  consumers  had 
been  consulted,  this  Bill  would  never 
have  been  brought  forward  at  all.  It  is 
a  veiled  form  of  Protection. 

*Mr.  long  :  I  would  point  out  that 
the  recognised  leaders  of  those  who  bold 
Protectionists  views  have  repudiated  the 
greater  part  of  the  Bill,  because  the^ 
hold  it  is  absolutely  useless,  and  that  it 
does  not  go  the  length  of  Protection. 

Captain  SINCLAIR;  I  agree  that 
they  oppose  it,  because  they  do  not  think 
it  goes  far  enough.  I  think  the  House 
should  look  at  the  disadvantages  of  this 
harassing  and  vexatious  interference 
with  tmAe.  If  I  were  an  enemy  of  the 
Gk)vemment  I  would  wish  no  better  than 
that  t^ey  should  press  this  harassing 
and  vexatious  clause,  but  I  hope  they 
will  reconsider  their  attitude  in  regard 
to  it. 

Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  have 
a  difficulty  in  r^ard  to  this  clause. 
What  I  want  to  know  from  the  right 

Mr.  Htmj^Ull. 
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hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Hll  is 
whether  the  officer  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture who  makes  the  inspection  is  to- 
consider  the  information  he  receives  or 
obtains  is  entirely  confidential. 

*Mr.  LONG  :  In  this  case,  as  in  alT 
other  cases  where  Government  inspection 
is  carried  out,  every  information  is: 
regarded  as  strictly  confidential. 

*Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets,. 
Stepney) :  Several  Members  have  ^ot  up 
and  accused  the  Government  of  trying  to 
introduce  Protection  into  this  country.  I 
fail  to  see  where  the  Protection  comes  in. 
I  am  a  Free  Trader  myself,  but  if  a 
Bill  brought  into  the  House  of 
Commons  is  going  to  protect  my 
class  against  unscrupidous  and  unjust 
dealers,  wholesale  and  retail,  and  manu> 
faeturers  of  articles,  I  am  going  to  sup- 
port it^  for  that  is  IVotection  on  the  right 
tines.  I  should  like  to  draw  hon. 
Members'  attention  to  the  second 
line  in  this  clause.  Every  whole-^ 
sale  dealer  who  purchases  margarine 
manufactured  in  Holland,  or  anywhere  on 
the  Continent,  has  always  had  an  eye  on 
business,  and  he  will  take  particular  care 
that  he  purchases  the  right  article,  for  he 
knows  that  if  he  does  not  he  will  be  held 
responsible.  It  is  said  you  are  harassing 
trade  by  this  Bill.  There  are  thousands 
of  working  men  who  have  saved  a  few 
poimds,  and  who  take  chandlers'  shops^ 
but  they  find  themselves  no  better  off 
than  the  mechanic  because  they  are  being 
harassed  every  day,  while  the  grand  cul- 
prit who  sells  wholesale  is  allowed  to  go^ 
scot-free.  Any  medical  officer  of  health 
can  go  into  a  shop  and  purchase  a  sample, 
and  the  poor  retail  man  is  prosecuted^ 
although  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
adidteration  ;  he  has  not  got  the  common 
sense  to  adulterate  the  article.  The  man 
who  is  to  blame  is  the  man  who  sells  him. 
the  ardcle,  and  that  is  the  man  we  have 
got  to  go  for — to  strike  a  blow  at  the- 
K)untain-head. 


Mr.  ABEL  THOMAS  (CarmarthMi- 
shire,  E.) :  This  Bill  can  hurt  no  honest 
dealer.  Heoughttoknow  wherethearticles 
he  sells  come  from.  If  a  man  got  into  the 
Bankruptcy  Court  the  judge  would  be 
very  much  astonished  if  the  bankrupt  said 
he  could  not  say  where  he  got  his  good» 
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from.  I  cannot  see  what  possible  objec- 
tion there  can  be  to  an  honest  manufac- 
turer allowing  an  inspector  to  go  over  his 
pranises  at  any  and  at  all  times.  I  fail 
entirely  to  see  any  Protection  in  titis 
clause.  The  result  of  the  whole  Bill  will 
be  that  people  will  buy  a  good  deal  more 
margarine  than  now.    I  trust  we  shall 


now  eo  to  a  Division,  and  I  shall  support 
the  clause. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  216;  Noes, 
61.    (Division  Uat,  No.  283.) 


AIlBopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Archdale,  Eklward  Mervyn 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
AlTol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Ba^t,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
BflbUlie,  J.  £.  B.  (Inveroess) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hod.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Balf our,Rt  HnGeraia  W.(Leed8 
Banbnry,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry.Rt.Hon.A.H.S.  (Hunts) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Daobar  Plnnket 
BatiiorBt,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beach,Rt.  Hon.Sir  M.H.(Bri8. ) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BUI.  Ch^es 
Birrell,  Augostine 
Blandell,  Coloael  Henrv 
Boeoawen,  Arthur  Grimth- 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooktield,  A.  Montagu 
Boms,  John 

Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carmicbael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Cavendish,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  C.  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chamberlam,Kt.  Hon.  J.  ( Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Gbanning,  Francis  Allston 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cheuea,  Viscount 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  £. 
Coriiill,  Doaglas  Harry 
Coliings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesne 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,Cbas.  Edw.  H.  Atbole 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Coartney,  Rt.  Hon.  L.  H. 
Cross,  Alexaoder  (Glasgow) 
Cubitb,  Hon.  Henry 
Coirwa,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hngh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Cdonel 
Dillon,  Jtrfm 
Doneun.  Capt^  A. 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Dooghty,  Geoqt* 


AYES. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akeni- 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Evans,  Samuel  T. (Glamorgan) 
Evershed,  Sydney  . 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Pellowes,Hon.AiIwyn  Edward 
Fei^usson,  Rt  Hn.  ^ir J.  (Man'r 
Finch,  Geoise  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Baonatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescne 
Flower,  Ernest 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Fran<»s 
Fry,  Lewis 

Gallowav,  William  Johnson 
GarBt,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Goldswortby,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon.Sir  JohnEldon 
Goschen.Rt-Hn.G.J.  (StGeo's 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbnry) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond- (Cambs. ) 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Rbt.  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Harwood,  George 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Holder.  Augustus 
Hermon- Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hill,  Arthur  (Down,  West) 
Hill,  Sir  Edw.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  Edw.  B.  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Heniy 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,Hon.  James  Henry  Cedl 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenyon-Slanev,  Col.  William 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Lambert,  George 
Lawrence,SirEJ>aming-(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
LeightoQ,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  £.  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn(Sw*ns*a) 


Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Eri«kine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverp*l> 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucas-Sh'adwell,  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Killop,  James 
Maddison,  Fre&. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Melior,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  X  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Mor^n,Hon.  F.  (Monm'lhsh.) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A  (Deptford) 
Marray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bate) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndharo(Bath> 
Myers,  William  Heniy 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  RobertTorrens 
Pal  mer,SirCharlesM.(Durhant 
Pease,  Herbert  P.(Darlington> 
Percy,  Earl 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pilkington,SirG.A.  (LancsSW 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Prie8tley,SirW70verend(Edin. 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randell,  David 
RidIey,Rt.  Hon.SirMatthewW 
Ritchie,HtHon  Chas.  Thomson 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneox 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehonse) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Shanie,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford). 
Smith,  James  P.  (Laiuu-ks.) 
Spenner,  Ernest 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stanley,  Edward  J.(^mer8et) 
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Stanley  ,SirHonryM.  (Lambeth 
Stanley,  Lord  {La.DC8.) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stepbena,  Henry  Charles 
Stock,  James  Eteory 
Straehey,  Edward 
Stnrt,  Hon.  Hamphrv  Napier 
Talbot3t-  Hn.  J.G.  (CfxfdUni. ) 
Thomae,  Abel  (Carmarthen,E. ) 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Tomlinson,  W.  Edw.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 


{COMMONS}         and  Drugs  BiO. 


1316 


Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Ward,Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whiteley,  H.  (Aston-under-L.) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-(Birm.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.(  Worcestersh.  N. ) 
Wodehouse,  KtHn.E.R  (Bath) 
Woods,  Samuel 


Wortley,  Rt  Hon.C.B.Staart- 
Wri^teim,  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndbam,  George 
Wyndbam-Qoin,  Major  W.H. 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Young,  S.  (Cavan,  East) 
Younger,  William 

Tellbrs  for  the  Atbs—^ 
WUliam  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstrather. 


Allan,  WUliam  (Gateshead) 

Allistm,  Robert  Andrew 

Asber,  Alexander 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.B. 

Bilteon,  Alfred 

Bmnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybnm 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Clark,Dr.  G.B.(CMthnesB-Bh.) 

Colville,  John 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Crombie,  John  William 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dewar,  Arthur 

Douelas,  Cbarlee  M.  (Lanark) 

Duckworth.  James 

Dnnn,  Sir  William 

Farqubarson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 


NOES. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Mnnro  (Leith) 
Fitzmanrice,  Lord  Edmimd 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Hayne,Rt.'  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 
Holland,  Wm.H.(York,W.R.) 
Ifomiman,  Frederick  John 
Johnson -Fei^aon,JabezEdw. 
J9nes,DavidBrynmor(  Swans. ) 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsb.) 
Kinlocb,SirJobnGeorgeSmytb 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leaty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Montagu.  Sir  S.  (Whitecfaapel) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybnrgh 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.] 


Roberts,  J.  H.  (Dentnghs.) 
Samuel, J.  (StocktimonTees) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Staffoid) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (FM^anL 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thouia8j>aTidAlfred(Metthjr 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  JohnCarvell(  Notts. 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henrr 
Wilson,  Henrj- J.  (York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

TEIXKR.S  FOR  THE  NOBB- 
Sir  Charles  Camwon  and 
Sir  J(dm  Leng. 


Me.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL,  in  the 
absence  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Devon- 
port  {Mr.  Kearley),  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  omit  the  words,  "  and  every 
wholesale  dealer  in  such  substances."  He 
hoped  to  be  able  to  show  the  House  that 
th^  part  of  the  clause  was  no  protection 
vhatever  to  the  public.  He  agreed  with 
the  previouB  part  of  the  clause  that  in- 
spectors should  have  power  to  visit  fac- 
tories for  the  purpose  of  inspection, 
but  the  object  of  the  Amendment 
was  to  leave  out  the  provision  that 
the  inspector  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  should  have  the  right 
to  go  into  every  wholesale  place, 
and  Bee  whether  every  package  was 
marked  and  included  in  the  register 
of  sales.  This  he  regarded  as  most 
important,  because  under  the  clause  as 
it  stood  f^ie  wholesale  dealer  would  not 
only  have  to  keep  a  day-book,  but  if  a 
customer  came  in  and  wanted  a  71bs. 
packet  of  margarine  he  would  be  bound 
to  enter  it  in  his  day-book,  give  a  separate 
invoice,  and  keep  an  extract  from  his  day- 
book in  a  separate  register  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  inspector  when  the  latter  came 


round.  That  would  aflFord  no  protection 
to  the  public,  for  this  reason.  An  inspector 
might  go  into  a  factory  and  see  that  the 
margarine  had  been  sent  to  the  wholesale 
dealer ;  then  he  might  go  to  the  wh<^e- 
sale  dealer  and  find  that  the  mar;gariDe 
had  been  sold  to  the  retailer,  who  <&■ 
tributed  thousands  of  packages,  perhaps, 
to  hundreds  of  customers.  But  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  inspector  to  follow  the 
margarine  to  the  retailers,  because  before 
he  could  cover  the  ground  the  retailer 
would  have  sold  it  to  the  consumer,  and 
thus  it  would  be  put  out  of  the  power  of 
the  inspector  to  inspect  He  (Mr. 
Samuel)  was  a  strong  believer  in  putting 
down  fraud,  but  he  was  strongly  ol 
opinion  that  the  only  way  whereby 
they  could  put  down  fraud  in  the  sale 
of  margarine  was  by  making  the  retail 
dealer  responsible.  There  was  no 
margarine  imported  into  this  country  as 
butter ;  it  was  all  marked  as  margarine 
and  sent  as  such  to  the  wholesale  dealers. 
If  there  were  fraud  it  was  com- 
mitted by  the  retailers,  and  the  only  way 
to  put  it  down  was  to  make  the  retailer 
feel  that  the  inspector  for  the  local 
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-authority  could  at  any  time  walk  into  his 
£hop  and  see  whether  or  not  he  was 

carrying  out  the  law  under  which  he 
.should  mark  margarine  as  such.  The 
wholesale  dealer  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  that  part  of  the  matter ;  but  tbe 
part  of  the  clause  now  proposed  to  be 
omitted  would  harass  to  a  great  extent  the 
wholesale  dnlers,  by  imposing  upon  them 
an  enormous  amount  of  work  without 
any  justification  whatever,  and  without 

•  affording  the  public  any  protection.  If 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bui  would  either  ^ve  extra  powers  to 
local  authorities,  or  insist  on  their  carrying 
out  their  powers,  that  part  of  the  clause 
would  not  be  required.  The  County  Council 
■  of  Durham  did  carry  out  the  law  at  the 
present  time,  and  insisted  on  their 
inspectors  visiting  tbe  whole  of  the  retail 
iibops  in  tbe  city,  with  the  result  that 
last  year  they  took  393  samples  of  food 
for  analysis  and  only  ten  were  found  to 
be  adulterated ;  and  of  seventy-three 
samples  of  butter  only  one  was  adulte- 
Tated.  In  fact,  in  this  country  the 
■adulteration  was  in  milk,  spirits,  and 
drugs,  and  if  local  authorities  carried  out 
the  existing  law  this  Bill  would  not  be 
required,  because  the  evils  complained  of 

•  could  be  stamped  out  by  visitation  of  the 
retail  shops.  But  while  anxious  to  secure 
the  greater  protection  of  the  public,  he 

•  did  not  think  power  should  be  .  given  to 
inspectors  to  harass  men  innocent  of  any 
£raud  on  the  public,  and  for  that  reason 
he  moved  the  Amendment 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  30,  to  leave  ont  the  words 
".and  every  wholesue  dealer  in  vaoh  sub- 
stances.' "—-{Mr  Jonathan  Samuel.) 


Question 
'go^Koedto 


iroposed,  "That  the  words 
)e  left  out  stand  part  of  tbe 


*Mr.  long  :  I  hope  the  hon.  Member 
will  not  persist  in  this  Amendment, 
because  he  nas  really  misapprehended  tbe 
object  of  this  clause.    It  is  not  intended, 
as  I  think  hon.  Gentlemen  who  took  part 
in  the  proceeding  upstairs  will  admit,  to 
inflict  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  persecu- 
tion upon  either  wholesale  dealers  or 
manufacturers  or  retail  dealers.     It  is 
-only  proposed  to  confer  certain  powers 
'  Upon  inspectors  in  regard  to  the  detection 
.omA  punishment  of  fraud,  and  we  honestly 


I  desire  to  set  about  that  work,  so  far  as 
I  the  Government  officers  are  concerned, 
;  with  the  least  possible  friction  and  tbe 

minimum  of  inconvenience.  The  House 
'  has  already  decided  that  the  earlier  part 
■  of  the  section  in  regard  to  registration 
'  shall  remain  in  the  Bili,  and  the  additioTi 
i  of  these  words  is  essential  in  order  that 

we  should  have  control  over  the  sale  of 
I  foreign  margarine  as  well  as  over  that 

I  maniuacturra  at  home.  This  is  particu- 
'  larly  necessary  when  we  remember  that 
'  foreign  margarine  only  finds  its  way  to 
j  the  consumer  through  the  wholesaler. 

I I  think  the  House  will  agree  that  if  it  is 
;  necessary — and  I  am  sure  it  is  necessary 

— that  the  Department  should  have  power 
of  this  kind  with  regard  to  margarine 
manufacturers  at  home,  it  is  only  fair 
play  that  they  should  have  equal 
power  to  deal  with  imported  mar- 
garine, which  finds  its  way  to  the 
retail  deialer  only  through  the  wholesale 
dealer.  If  these  words  are  omitted  we 
should  lose  all  control  over  margarine 
manufactured  abroad. 

Mr.  JONATJIAN  SAMUEL:  But" 
hundreds  of  tons  of  margarine  £nd  their, 
way  to  the  retailers  without  going  througb 
the  hands  of  the  wholesale  dealers. 

*Mr.  long  :  - 1  do  not  pretend  for  a 
j  moment  that  we  cover  all  the  ground,  but 
1 1  do  not  think  it  could  be  argued  that 
;  because  we  do  not  occupy  all  the  ground,, 
I  we  should  not  occupy  as  much  as  we, 

1  possibly  can.  I  think  it  is  quite  clear 
that  there  is  no  likelihood  of  these  powers, 
being  exercised  in  any  way  tyranmcal  or, 
oppressive  to  the  manufacturers.  These 
places  are  constantly  inspected  for  v^ous, 
purposes  at  the  present  time,  and ,  I 
venture  to  say  that  there  exists  the  best 
possible  feeling  between  the  parties 
concerned.  I  do  not  therefore  think 
there  need  be  the  smallest  aj^nrehension 
as  to  the  result  of  this  clause. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  35,  to  leave  oat  Sub-sectioD 

2  of  CUmoV''--{Ca^in Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section 
2  of  Clause  7  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Sib  CHARLES  CAMERON:  I  beg 
to  move  the  omission  of  Clause  8.  This 
clause  is  the  crux  of  the  Bill ;  it  ia  by  far 
the  most  importuit,  and  is,  indeed,  the 
most  obnoxious  clause  in  the  whole  Bill. 
It  is  so  obnoxious  and  so  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  community  that  its 
inclusion  in  the  Bill  is  sufficient  to  damn 
the  whole,  measure.  What  is  this  clause 
for  t  It  is  a  clause  to  rob  the  poor  man 
of  his  butter.  I  hold  in  my  hand  copies 
of  invitations  for  tenders  for  various 
articles  of  food  from  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board,  the  Asylums  Committee 
of  the  London  County  Council,  the 
Chelsea  Workhouse,  the  Kensington 
Workhouse,  and  from  half  a  dozen  other 
poorhouse  authorities,  all  asking  for 
tenders  for  margarine.  But  what  sort  of 
margarine  ?  Margarine  containing  at 
least  twenty  per  cent,  of  butter. 
And  why  do  they  ask  for  that  ? 
They  think  margarine  is  improved  by  a 
certain  amount  of  butter,  and  that  that 
justifies  them  to  an  extent  in  giving  16s. 
per  cwt.  more  than  they  would  otherwise 
have  to  pay.  This  clause  is  against 
mixtures  altogether,  and  it  will  deprive 
the  inmates  of  all  London  workhouses 
and  other  institutions  of  any  chance  of 
having  butter  mixed  with  their  margarine. 
I  am  as  opposed  to  fraud  as  anyone  in 
this  House,  and  I  wish  to  stop  aidultera- 
tion,  and  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that 
the  Amendments  made  in  this  Bill  at  my 
instance  have  enormously  strengthened  it 
in  that  particular.  But  margarine  has 
already  been  dealt  with  so  exceptionally ; 
while  it  is  lawful  to  sell  any  other  pro- 
duct so  long  as  you  call  it  a  mixture,  it  is 
only  a  mixture  of  butter  and  margarine 
that  it  is  unlawful  to  sell  unless  you 
cidl  it  margarine.  The  alternative  which 
I  advocate,  and  which  I  am  justified 
in  advocating  here,  is  to  put  margarine 
mixtures  on  the  same  footing  as  other 
mixtures,  and  allow  it  to  be  sold  as  a 
mixture  provided  the  requirements  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  have  been  all  complied 
with.  We  are  told  that  this  clause  is  a 
compromise.  This  clause  proposes  to 
render  criminal  the  individual  who  has 
in  his  possession  margarine  which  con- 
tains more  than  10  per  cent  of  butter 
fats.  Since  this  Bill  was  introduced  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  increased  his 
restrictions,  because  when  it  was  first 
introduced  he  said  it  should  not  contain 
more  than  10  per  cent,  of  butter,  but  by 
the  change  of  phraseology  he  has  reduce(l 


the  butter  to  8J  per  cent.  The  right, 
hon.  Gentleman  must  remember  that  this, 
is  not  a  question  of  butter  bein^  added  tO' 
margarine.  The  oleine  which  is  derived, 
from  the  fat  parts,  best  fat,  of  cattle  ia 
melted  down  and  is  then  put  into  a  warm, 
chum  together  with  a  certain  amount  of 
milk  or  cream,  and  when  it  has  been, 
thoroughly  churned  and  well  mixed  and 
has  taken  up  the  butter  fat,  it  is  run  off 
against  a  stream  of  icy  cold  water  which 
congeals  the  fat  into  butter — like  par- 
ticles. The  water  is  then  extracted 
from  them  and  they  are  formed  into  a 
butter-like  mass.  In  making  mi2ctures 
the  nuurgarine  manufacturer  does  not 
take  a  mass  of  butter  and  a  mass  of  mar- 
garine ;  what  is  done  is  to  put  a  greater 
amount  of  cream  or  milk  into  the  chnm 
with  the  oleine.  Now  this  mixture  is  to^ 
be  prohibited  altogether.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  prohibits  the  sale  of  any  mar- 
garine with  more  than  10  per  cent  of 
butter  fats  ;  but  has  he  ^one  high  enough  ? 
I  have  a  document  here  from  a  Scotch 
margarine  factory,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  the  margarine  coming  from  this 
factory  shows  17^  per  cent,  of  butter  fat. 
Unless  we  wish  to  prohibit  the  manufac- 
ture of  margarine  except  with  the  poorest 
milk,  and  so  cripple  the  farmers  as  well  as 
the  manufacturers,  because  they  will  not 
have  the  market  for  their  nulk  which 
they  have  at  the  present  time,  the  House 
will  reject  this  clause.  One  public  autho- 
rity that  has  approached  this  House  is 
dead  against  this  clause.  The  Committee 
of  the  Glasgow  Corporation  reported  against 
Clause  8,  and  the  co-operative  societies 
of  Scotland,  representing  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  million  men,  state  that  they  have  read 
the  communication  of  the  Glasgow  Cor^ 
poration,  and  entirely  approve  <A  it. 
Having  re&ard  to  the  fact  that  if  this 
clause  was  deleted  the  Bill  would  be  just 
as  effective,  one  cannot  help  coming  to 
the  conclusion  that  this  clause  is  put  in 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  aim  a  blow 
at  a  trade  which  competes  with  the  butter- 
producing  industry.  Such  a  course  will 
not  help  the  farmer ;  the  margarine 
industry  has  brought  three  quarters  of  a 
million  per  annum  into  the  pocketa  of  the 
stock  breeders  of  this  country.  In  r^ard 
to  milk,  Holland  is  one  of  the  greatest 
centres  of  the  margarine  trade,  and  there 
the  price  of  skim  milk  has  materially 
increased.  What  is  the  butter  industry' 
of  this  country?  Two  out  of  every  thr&e 
tons  of  the  butter  which  is  consumed  here 
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comes  from  abroad.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  method  does  succeed  in 
raising  the  price  of  butter,  it  \n\[  be  the 
foreigner  and  not  the  British  who  will  be 
benefited.  Under  all  these  circumstances 
I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment  which 
stands  in  my  name,  which  is  to  leave  out 
Clause  8. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  10,  to  leave  out  Glause  8." 

—{SirPharlet  (ktmerm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word  '  ten,' 
in  bne  17,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

*Mr.  long  :  The  hon.  Baronet  who 
addressed  the  House  has  entirely  failed 
to  appreciate  the  argument  that  I  and 
others  used  to  support  the  Government 
policy  with  regard  to  this  clause.  It  has 
been  held  that  in  the  case  of  margarine 
where  the  percentage  of  butter  is  very 
large,  the  opportunity  for  fraud  on  the 
part  of  the  seller  is  very  great,  because  it 
IS  so  difficult  for  the  consumer  to  find  out 
whether  he  has  got  what  he  wants.  I 
have  no  desire  whatever  to  put  an  argu- 
ment of  this  kind  before  the  House  in  any 
other  form  than  that  in  which  it  presents 
itself  to  me.  I  admit  that  I  dislike 
this  kind  of  legislation  as  much  as  any- 
body else,  but  the  difficulty  I  have  to 
consider  when  I  come  to  deal  with  this 
question  is  that  there  has  been  for  a  very 
long  time  great  dissatisfaction  at  the 
frauds  which  have  been  committed  by  the 
sellers  of  margarine  for  butter  all  over  the 
country.  It  was  this  that  led  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Committee  upon  this 
question.  That  inquiry,  in  great  part, 
was  turned  to  the  question  of  adultera- 
tion, and  the  Committee  recommended  not 
that  there  should  be  any  limitation,  but 
that  there  should  be  an  absolute  prohibi- 
tion against  the  mixing  of  butter  with  mar- 

farine.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Committee 
ad  in  their  minds  quite  what  the  effect 
of  their  recommendation  would  be,  because 
it  is  practicallv  impossible  to  prevent 
that,  owing  to  the  fact  that  where  milk  is 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  margu^ne  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  butter  fat  is 
absorbed  by  the  oleo,  and  retained  in  the 
finished  article  ;  but  if  any  admixture  is  to 
be  prohibited,  it  is  very  difficult  to  say 
whether  the  butter  found  in  the  margarine 
is  there  as  the  result  of  the  natural  process 
of  manufacture  or  whether  it  is  added  after- 
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wards.    The  recommendation  was  _  not>. 
therefore,  a  very  practical  one,  and  it  be* 
came  my  duty  to  consider  whether  it  was- 
necessary  that  a  limitation  should  be^ 
imposed  with  regard  to  this  matter. 
The  hon.  Baronet  told  the  House  that, 
this  was  an  attempt  to  interfere  with  the 
I  food  of  the  working  man.    I  would  like 
i  to  point  out  to  the  House  that,  in  regard 
I  to  ^ood  margarine  of  a  cheap  character^ 
I  which  varies  in  price  from  5d.  to  7d.  a. 
.  poiind,  no  serious  effects  will  result  from 
'  this  clause  if  it  is  carried  as  it  stands.. 
'  What  was  the  evidence  before  the  Com- 
!  mittee  ?    The  House  will  find  that  in 
.  their  evidence  the  great  distributing  firms,. 
'  who  deal  largely  in  these  articles,  and 
I  probabl}'  know  more  about  them  than 
I  anybody  else  from  a  practical  point  of 
I  view — I  allude  to  such  firms  as  Lipton's 
j  and  the  Home  and   Colonial   Stores — 
'  assert  that  there  is  no  demand  whatever 
i  for  mixtures.    {Opposition  cries  of  *'  Oh^ 
Oh  !  ")    I  may  say  that  I  am  only  telling 
I  the  House  what  has  been  stated  by  prac- 
I  tical  men  who  are  doing  a  very  large 
<  trade  in  these  particular  articles.  They 
j  assert  that  there  is  no  demand  for  mix- 
I  tures  whatever,  and  that  if  they  were- 
j  offered  for  sale  as  mixtures,  the  con- 
suming public  would   not  buy  them. 
I  The  hon.  Member  for  Devonport  has  said 
I  that  there    is   a    huge    and    hideous . 
,  swindle    going    on     throughout  the 
I  country  in  the  shape  of  the  sale  of 
!  these  mixtures  as  butter.    I  may  say  that 
the  best  chemical  authorities  which  I 
I  have  been  able  to  approach,  and  the  best. 
I  technical  and  expert  evidence  that  I 
'  could  get  in  respect  to  the  manufiuiture 
I  of  margarine,  goes  to  show  that  the  best- 
'  margarine  that  can  be  made  is  made  with- 
I  out  any  admixture  of  butter  to  the- 
,  manufactured   margarine,  and  contains 
j  only  3  or  4,  or  5  per  cent,  at  the  most, , 

I  of  butter  fat.  Therefore  the  argument 
'  in  regard  to  the  excision  of  this  clause  is 

j  not  confirmed  by  those  who  are,  at- 
,  all  events,  as  good  and  reliable  authori- 
'  ties  as  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite.  The 
hon.  Baronet  stated  that  workhouses  and. 
lunatic  asylums  in  their  contracts  insist 
upon  having  margarine  containing  20  per 
cent,  of  butter  fat.  I  believe  it  is  <iuite  ■ 
true  that  they  do  make  that  condition. 

I I  have  obtained  the  best  information  I 
I  could  get  upon  this  small  point  whether 

I  margarine  containing  20  per  cent,  of.- 
butter  fat  is  a  l)etter  or  more  nutritious. 
;  article  than  maigarine  containing  a  leaser- 
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amount  of  butter  fat ;  and  all  the  infor- 
mation I  have  been  able  to  obtain  goes  to 
show  that  the  very  best  margarine  you 
«an  have,  viewed  from  the  point  of  view 
either  of  its  palatableness  or  its  nutri- 
tious pn^rties,  is  margarine  containing 
.  an  amount  butter  fat  below  the  limit 
which  is  imposed  under  this  clause.  In 
that  case  it  cannot  be  said  that  we  are 
forcing  an  inferiorarticle  upon  the  country. 
If  this  is  true,  and  if  the  statements 
.  ate  ^correct ;  if  it  is  the  case  that  this  mar- 

fw-me  mixed  with  butter  would  have 
ttle  or  no  place  in  the  markets  of  the 

■  country  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that 
the  greater  proportion  of  it  finds  a  market 

'  only  because  people  buy  it,  believing  it  to 
be  butter,  then  I  say  a  case  is  established 
for  8<»ne  l^islation  such  as  is  found  in 
this  clause.    I  think  it  is  abaimj  for  hon. 
-  Gentlemen  to  say  that  by  proposing  this 
'  clause  we  are  supporting  our  own  interests 
.  and  protecting  the  agncultural  interests. 
It  is  all  very  well  for  hon.  Gentlemen  to 
:  say  that,  but  I-would  ask  the  House  if  the 
Manchester  Chamber  of  Comm*ce  are 
likely  to  be  actuated  by  such  a  motive  1 
Do  firms  such  as  Lipton's  and  the  Home 

■  and  Colonial  Stores  care  anything  about 
the  agricultural  interest  1 

Am  Hon.  MkmBER:  They  only  sell 
butter. 

*Mr.  long  :  My  information  is  that 
they  deal  very  largely  in  those  particular 
.  articles  which  we  are  discussing.    I  can 
only  give  to  the  House  the  opinions  of 
these  dealers  as  I  find  them  publicly 
.  stated,  and  all  my  information  goes  to 
.  show  that  these  two  firms  are  among  the 
lairge&t  dealers  who  supply  the  public  \Tith 
margarine,  and,  thereiore,  their  opinion 
must  be  aooepted  as  coming  from  a  reli- 
able and  authoritative  source.   I  am  not 

■  asking  the  House  to  believe  that  these 
firms  are  infallible,  but  the  argument 
used  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  is  simply 
begging  the  whole  questio'-,  and  it  is  an 

.  attempt  to  draw  a  miserable  red  herring 
.  across  the  path  to  talk  about  benefitting 
the  ^ricultural  interest.  This  clause  has 
been  proposed  from  no  motive  of  that 
kind,  but  solely  because  we  are  satisfied 
in  the  first  instance  that  this  limitation 
will  in  no  way  interfere  with  the  prodno- 
tion  of  the  very  best  article  which  it  is 
possibleto  o£fer  to^e  public;  and,  in  the 
.second  place,  as  it  is  called — and  wrongly 
■called — an  inferior  article,  it  would  find 

Mr.  Lang. 


no  place  in  the  markets  of  this  country  at 
all  tf  it  was  not  for  the  fact  that  it  is  sold  for 
that  which  it  is  not.  Therefore  without 
some  limitation  of  this  kind  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  check  a  system  of  fraud  which  is 
going  on  almost  wholesale,  and  which  has 
admittedly  become  a  great  public  scandal 
with  wluch  we  desire  to  deal  under  the 
provisions  which  we  have  included  in 
this  Bill.  I  ask  the  House  to  disagree 
with  this  proposal  to  omit  this  clause,  on 
the  ground  which  has  l>een  publicly  stated 
by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Stockport^  who  has  admitted  that 
the  contentious  parts  of  this  Bill 
have  practically  been  compromised. 
For  these  reasons  I  respectfully  submit 
that  I  have  established  a  case  in  answer 
to  the  arguments  advuiced  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  opposite,  and  therefore  I  invite 
the  House  to  vote  a^nst  the  Amend- 
ment, and  thus  retain  this  clause  in  the 
Bill  as  it  now  stands. 

♦Mr.  HEDDERmCK :  The  reasons 
advanced  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  can  hardly  be  regarded 
with  satisfaction  in  any  part  of  the 
House.  He  does  not,  it  appears,  person- 
ally approve  of  legislation  of  the  kind 
which  he  is  eiu;&B;ed  in  forcing  throu^ 
Pu-liameat.  TVel^  that  is  a  strange 
ground  upon  which  to  defend  a  serious 
measure.  But  what  does  he  tell  us  is  the 
source  and  origin  of  this  particular  clause ! 
He  tells  us  that  its  genesis  is  due  to  the 
recommendation  of  a  Select  Committee, 
who,  according  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's own  showing,  did  not  even  under- 
stand what  they  were  about ;  whoj  if  they 
had  known  what  they  were  doin^  must 
have  known  that  their  recommendation 
was  impracticable.  Surely  diere  never 
was  a  more  preposterous  reason  for 
proposing  to  force  upon  this  House  a 
clause  which  certainly  is  obnoxions 
to  most  of  the  Members  sitting 
upon  this  side  of  the  House,  and  which  I 
cannot  help  thinking  will  meet  with 
strong  opposition  from  Members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  if  they  are  al- 
lowed to  exerrise  a  free  opinion.  ^V'hat 
is  the  object  aimed  at  by  the  Bill  1  Os- 
tensibly it  is  to  prevent  fraud.  Yes,  but ' 
what  sort  of  fraud  1  It  is  to  prevent  the 
fraud  of  passing  off  upon  a  purchaser  some- 
thingother  than  that  whichnedemands  and 
for  which  he  has  paid.  That  is  the  fraud, 
not  simply  adulteration.  There  are  many 
adulterated  articles  whose  manufacture 
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and  sale  are  perfectly  legitimate,  but 
the  fraud  which  has  always  hitherto  been 
legislated  against  in  Acts  of  this  class  is 
the  fraud  which  imposes  upon  the  pur- 
chaser an  article  which  is  not  the 
article  he  is  supposed  to  be  pur- 
chasing. If  that  IS  so  what  becomes  of 
this  particular  clause  1  Where  is  the 
fraud  that  you  are  legislating  against 
here?  You  are  by  this  clause,  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  food  products, 
making  butter  an  article  of  adulteration. 
You  are  prohibiting  any  man  from 
putting  into  margarine  more  than  10  per 
cent,  of  butter  fat.  Thus  you  are  treating 
butter  as  an  adulterated  article.  Upon 
what  grounds  should  you  do  that?  I 
suppose  it  never  was  contended  that  any 
legislation  should  be  directed  against 
making  an  article  as  good  as  possible.  I 
think  it  vas  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
himself  who,  earlier  in  the  discussion, 
stated  that  one  of  the  things  against 
which  he  would  strenuously  contend  would 
be  any  attempt  to  interfere  with  an  in- 
dustry producing  the  production  of  a 
really  good  article.  Well,  let  us  look 
the  facte  in  the  face.  I  understand  that 
the  trade  in  margarine  amounts  to  about 
180,000,000  pounds  per  annum.  If  you 
were  to  take  an  allowance  of  one  pound 
per  week  as  a  fair  allowance  for  a  working 
man,  then  you  get  about  three  and  a  hau 
millions  of  people  in  this  country  who 
use  this  food-stuff  daily,  and  the  pro- 
position contained  in  this  clause  which  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  wishes  to  force 
upon  this  House  is  to  prevent  these 
three  and  a  half  millions  of  people  from 
obtaining  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  butter 
fat  in  their  margarine.  Why  should  this 
limitation  be  applied  only  at  one  end  ? 
What  of  the  butter  dealer  who  churns  up 
10  per  cent,  of  margarine  in  his  butter  1 
What,  again,  of  the  man  who  may 
honestly  wish  to  supply  a  genuine  de- 
mand for  margarine  with  20  per  cent,  of 
butter  fat  %  He  cannot  do  this  without 
incurring  your  penalties.  Well,  if  he  has 
to  risk  these  penalties  in  any  case,  will 
he  not  be  tempted  to  call  his  mixture 
butter  for  the  sake  of  the  butter  price  ? 
If  thU  clause  remains  it  will  most  cer- 
tainly be  looked  upon  by  dealers  in 
margarine  as  an  attempt  —  and  it  will 
be  a  very  foolish  attempt,  whatever 
the  right  hon.  Gtentleman  may  say — 
to  legislate  in  the  interests  of  one  par- 
ticular industry  to  the  ereat  injury  of 
another.  But  if  that  really  be  the  object 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  his  own 


proposal  fails,  because  the  more  butter 
there  is  used,  in  whatever  form  it  may  be 
consumed,  the  better  it  must  be  for  the  ■ 
agricultural  interest.  Without  going 
further  into  the  question  at  the  present  - 
moment,  I  heartily  support  the  hon.. 
Baronet's  motion. 

Sir   J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester,. 
N.E.) ;  I  desire  to  read  a  telegram  which 
I  have  received  from  the  Manchester, 
Salford,and  District- Grocers'  Association,, 
in  which  the  secretary  to  that  body 
says  ;— 

"I  hftve  to  beg  of  yon  in  the  iDterest  of 
commercial  hooeaty  to  refiist  any  attempt  to ' 
increase  tbe  percentage  of  butter  fat  in  mar- 
garine beyond  10  per  cent." 

I  contend  that  Clause  8  does  not  prevent 
either  the  manufacture  or  the  sale  of' 
margarine.  My  experience  has  been  that 
dealers  are  very  ready  indeed  to  tell  the 
purchaser  whether  he  is  purchasing  mar- 
garine or  butter ;  but  if  this  clause  is 
omitted,  the  purchaser  will  not  know 
whether  he  is  buying  maigarine  or 
butter. 

Mr.  ABEL  THOMAS :  With  regard 
to  this  clause,  hon.  Members  seem  to 
forget  that  we  already  possess  power  to  ■ 
deal  with  fraud.  At  present  you  have 
power  to  exclude,  after  inspectim^  every 
bit  of  margarine  that  comes  into  this 
country,  and  you  can  in  that  way  stop 
fraud  perfectly  easily.  But  now  you  are 
proposing  to  deal  with  something  which 
is  quite  beyond  that,  for  you  are  saying 
that,  whate^'er  the  taste  of  the  public  may 
be,  in  future  certain  sorts  of  margarine 
are  not  to  be  manufactured,  and  cannot 
be  sold  at  all.  I  was  astounded  to  hear 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bui  say  that  margarine  with  ten  per 
cent,  or  less  of  butter  nit  was  as  nutritious 
as  butter  itself. 

*Me.LONG:  What  I  said  was  that 
from  a  nutritious  point  of  view,  there  was 
no  advantage  gained  by  consuming  mar- 
garine containing  20  per  cent,  of  outter 
fat,  than  there  was  from  consuming  mar- 
garine containing  ten  per  cent,  and  even 
a  lesser  amount  of  butter  fat. 

Mr.  ABEL  THOMAS :  That  assertion 
astonishes  me,  because  the  conclusion  I 
naturally  come  to  is  that  margarine  is  as 
nutritious  in  every  way  as  butter.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  are  running  the  risk 
of  stopping  the  manufacture  of  something 
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which  may  be  extremely  goofl  and  valu-  But  surely  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of 
;  able  in  the  future.  The  right  hon.  Gen-  the  Government  of  this  country  to  settle 
tieman  stated  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  i  how  these  things  are  to  be  made,  atid  it 
discovering  when  an  article  is  adulterated,  |  is  not  for  thorn  to  say  whether  the  best 
■and  if  that  is  so,  it  is  all  nonsense  to  talk  !  margarine  is  made  in  one  war  or  another, 
about  stopping  fraud  by  this  proposal.  1 1  must  say  that  I  do  hope  the  right  hon. 
You  can  stop  fraud  without  it.  and  you  \  Gentleman  will  give  way  upon  this 
.  are  attempting  to  do  now  what  has  never  matter,  and  declare  that,  while  taking 


been  attempted  to  be  done  before  in  any 
other  branch  of  industry  in  this  country, 

"for  you  are  absolutely  forbidding  the 
manufacture  of  an  article  of  diet  which 
no  one  can  venture  to  say  is  improper  in 

.  any  way.    The  only  thing  you  can  say 


strong  measures  to  prevent  fraud,  if  a 
man  chooses  to  say  this  is  a  mixture  con- 
taining 20,  30,  or  40  per  cent,  of  butter 
fat,  he  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  it.  It  can- 
not be  said  that  manufacturers  put  in  a 
lai'ger  amount  of  butter  fat  simply  for 


is,  that  people  have  been  fraudulent  in  the  I  the  sake  of  doing  it,  but  they  <tD  so 
past  by  sellmg  it  as  something  which  it  is  |  because  they  get  a  better  article.  They 
not.  This  clause  is  quite  outside  the  Bill  ^  are  people  of  education,  and  I  think  we 
itself,  and  it  would  not  make  the  least  bit  \  laay  take  it  for  granted  that  there  is  a 
of  difference  to  the  working  of  the  Act  if  !  great  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  a  larger 
it  were  left  out.  I  do  hope  that  we  shall  '  percentage  of  butter.  I  must  protest 
not  forbid  the  manufacture  of  something  |  against  the  poor  persons  I  have  the 
which  may  be  extremely  valuable  as  a  honour  to  represent  being  prevented  from 
food  to  the  people  of  this  country  in  a  ;  buying  this  article  if  they  wish  to  have  it, 
very  few  years'  time.    I  should  be  very  |  All  I  am  concerned  about  is,  that  thev 


sorry  to  vote  against  the  Government  on 
any  part  of  this  Bill,  and  I  trust  they  will 
reconsider  their  position.  I  venture  to 
think  that  all  Members  who  seriously  con- 
sider this  point  will  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  this  is  a  bad  clause,  and  if  it 
'  is  not  withdrawn,  I  hope  every  Member  of 
the  House  will  do  his  best  to  secure  the 
omission  of  this  clause. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  sat 
upon  the  Grand  Committee,  and  I  took  a 
great  interest  in  this  Bill.  What  is  it 
that  this  Bill  is  intended  to  do  1  Surely 
it  is  intended  to  let  the  people  have  what 
they  please,  provided  you  protect  them 
from  fraud  and  from  purchasing  articles 
which  they  do  not  want  to  buy.  Why  i 
should  we  go  out  of  our  way  to  say  that 

this  particular  margarine  should  only  con-  it  is  attempting  to  do  something  which 

tain  a  certain  quantity  of  butter  ?   I  can-       -  '  "    '"^  '"^ 

not  understand  why  there  should  be 
drastic  rules  to  prevent  a  man  buying  a 
fictitious  article,  such  as  butter  containnig 
a  largo  portion  of  margarine,  providing  he 
knows  what  he  is  buying.  If  any  man  in 
my  constituency  chooses  to  have  marga- 
rine with  30,  40,  or  50  per  cent,  of  butter, 
why  should  he  not  be  fdlowed  to  buy  it  1 
The  right  hon.  Gentlemui  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  has  been  very  conciliatory,  and  I 
think  his  speech,  although  it  waxed  a 
little  strong,  did  not  ring  as  if  he  was  very 
keen  upon  this  clause.  He  said  that  he 
found  that  the  best  margarine  was  made 
with  less  than  10  psr  cent,  of  butter  fat. 

Mr.  JM  Thmim. 


am  concerned  about  is, 
should  be  protected  from  fraud.  I  shaU 
therefore  vote  against  the  retention  of 
this  clause  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does  not  give  way  upon  this  point. 

Sir  A\'ALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  Upon  a  previous  occasion  I 
contended  that  the  public  had  a  perfect 
right  to  buy  margarine  mixed  with  20, 
30,  40,  or  50  per  cent,  of  butter  fat,  if  it 
was  sold  to  them  under  a  proper  and 
honest  description.  All  we  have  to  do  is 
to  see  that  the  public  get  an  honest 
description  of  the  article  which  they  pay 
for,  and  that  such  article  is  not  injurious 
to  their  health.  Therefore  Clause  8  of 
this  Bill  looks  to  me  altogether  like  a 
foreign  body  in  a  Bill  for  this  purpose. 
I  think  it  is  altogether  out  of  place,  for 


is  not  in  consonance  with  the  general 
principle  of  the  Bill — it  is  attempting 
to  lay  down  a  standard  for  an  article  of 
food.  That  is  an  unscientific  principle 
altogether,  l^ecause  what  is  true  to- 
day is  not  true  to-morrow.  I  am 
afraid  that  this  Bill  is  not  drawn  in 
the  interest  of  the  consumer ;  it  is  per- 
vaded with  another  and  what  I  may  call 
a  sinister  purpose ;  it  is  "  in  the  interest 
of  agriculture,"  and  evidence  of  this 
appears  in  the  clause  which  has  for  its 
object  the  limitation  of  the  consumption 
of  margarine  in  the  interest  of  the  pro- 
ducers of  butter.  In  the  present  case  you 
are  limiting  the  sale  of  certain  higher 
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■classes  of  margarine.  At  the  present  time 
the  public  buy  these  mixtures  of  butter 
And  margarine  to  a  large  extent,  and  they 
know  what  they  are  buying,  and  have  it 
;8erved  to  them  properly  labelled.  They 
will  not  go  into  a  shop  and  ask  for  mar- 
.garine ;  they  do  not  mind,  however, 
asking  for  a  "  pound  of  6d.  or  8d."  These 
ju«  die  shifts  to  which  the  poor  of  this 
■country  are  driven  in  order  to  get  what 
they  want.  Why  should  they  not  be  able 
to  get  it  without  let  or  hindrance  1  The 
present  law  is  quite  sufficient,  for  it 
insists  that  the  dealer  shall  sell  the  article 
under  the  description  of  margarine,  and 
not  as  butter.  Hitherto  the  provision  has 
not  been  compulsory  all  over  the  country, 
but  under  Clause  3  it  is  now  proposed  to 
make  it  compulsory.    The  BiU  gives, 
further,  a  larger  amount  of  inspecting 
power,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the 
existing  law,  I  am  sure  that  the  pro- 
visions are  quite  sufficient  to  protect  the 
public  against  fraud.    It  is  proposed  to 
Umit  the  addition  of  butter  &t  to  mar- 
garine so  as  to  keep  it  impoverished,  and, 
in  order  to  help  the  sale  of  genuine  butter, 
jou  are  introducing  a  new  and  absolutely 
unnecessary  clause,  to  the  great  hurt  of 
the  public.    I  think  you  are  treating  this 
industry  venr  unfairly  in  this  respect. 
Personally  I  believe  the  more  butter  you 
add  to  the  margarine  the  more  palatable 
■compound  you  make  it.     That  is  a 
common-sense  statement  of  the  position. 
"The  public  want  to  have  this  article  sup- 
plied to  them,  and  we  ought  not  to  put 
.any  impediment  in  the  way  of  its  being 
supplied.    I  do  not  think  that  the  public 
authorities  who  advertise  for  a  mixture 
containing  at  least  20  per  cent,  of  butter 
fat,  instead  of  the  usual  10  per  cent., 
•would  do  so  unless  they  believed  that 
they  were  securing  a  good  article  for  con- 
BU^nption.     I  should  like  to  see  the 
peo^e  in  our  workhouses,  and  other  poor 
people,  get  as  high  a  percentage  of  butter 
iat  in  uie  compound  as  is  possible.  If 
you  persist  in  this  attempt  to  stop  the 
sale  of  these  mixtures  your  object  will 
eventually  be  defeated  by  people  buying 
the  two  articles  separately  and  mixing 
them  for  themselves.    You  will  only  add 
to  their  trouble.    I  do  not  believe  that 
this  clause  is  one  which  will  be  conducive 
to  the  general  well-being  of  the  public. 
I  do  not  think  it  will  have  the  effect  of 
increasing  the  price  of  butter,  although 
■on  superacial  examination  the  tendency 
-of  limiting  the  amount  of  butter  fat,  and 
lowering  uie  standard  of  margarine,  might 


be  to  produce  a  greater  demand  for  butter. 
I  think  you  are  going  on  the  wrong 
grounds  altogether,  and  I,  for  one,  shall 
vote  against  this  clause,  because  I  look 
upon  it  as  an  unfair  ritstriction  on  the 
production  of  a  wholesome  food  product. 
It  is  an  attempt  to  prevent  the  public 
obtaining  an  article  for  which  they  wish, 
and  it  is  an  unfair  restriction  oi  trade 
without  producing  any  greater  guarantee 
of  purity. 

Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Buxghs):  I  have  been  throughout  the 
progress  of  this  Bill  a  consistent  supporter 
of  my  right  hon.  friend,  and  whenever 
there  has  oeen  any  question  as  to  the  beat 
means  of  effectually  preventing  fraud  I 
have  gone  thoroughly  with  him.  I 
should  be  the  last  man  to  accuse  him  of 
having  anything  but  a  sincere  desire  to  do 
that  which  is  right,  whether  it  will  benefit 

X culture  or  not.  But  I  fail  to  see  in 
,t  way  this  clause  will  give  the  con- 
sumer more  protection  against  fraud  than 
he  already  has  under  tne  existing  law. 
By  it  we  are  seeking  to  make  the  people 
t^e  an  inferior  article  to  that  which  they 
wish  for,  or,  at  least,  we  are  compelling 
them  to  take  a  pure  article  which  in  many 
cases  is  inferior  at  the  price  compared 
with  that  which  they  are  now  taking. 
Among  workmen  in  my  constituency,  and 
in  other  parts  of  Scotland,  a  strong 
opinion  has  been  expressed  on  this  point. 
The  question  is  of  considerable  importance 
to  them  in  connection  with  their  mutual 
trading  societies,  one  of  which  purchases 
huge  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  food  pro- 
ducts. They  are  distinctly  against  this 
clause,  because  they  hold  that  it  will  lead 
to  a  considerable  interference  with  their 
business,  while  it  will  fail  to  afford  any 
protection  against  fraud.  I  distinctly 
agree  with  them  in  that,  and  in  conse- 
quence I  shall  have  to  give  my  first 
adverse  vote  upon  the  Bill  against  this 
clause. 

Mb.  KEARLEY  (Devonport) :  The 
hon.  Baronet  who  moved  the  rejection  trf 
this  clause  took  the  point  that  we  should 

be  depriving  the  public  of  the  opportunity 
of  purchasing  a  superior  article,  and  that 
they  would  be  compelled  instead  to  take 
an  inferior  one.  But  what  was  the  nature 
of  the  evidence  which  was  laid  before  the 
Committee  1  The  witnesses  included  im- 
porters of  great  reputation,  and  persons 
who  represented  merchants,  distributors, 
and  consumers,  and  the  sum  total  of  the 
evidence  was  that  these  mixtures  were  the 
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root  and  foundation  of  the  whole  of  this 
dishonest  trading.  I  suppose  the  large 
distributors  of  the  country  are  equally  as 
competent  to  express  an  opinion  as  to 
what  is  demanded  by  consumers  as  hon. 
Members  here  are  to  speak  in  the  interests 
of  their  constituents.  I  myself  had  the 
privilege  of  introducing  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  a  very  influential  deputation 
of  importers,  merchants,  and  distribu- 
tors. The  distributors  represented  an 
annual  turn-over  in  direct  sales  to 
the  consumer  of  more  than  ten  millions 
sterling  per  annum.  What  was  the  e^^- 
dence  they  gave  about  these  mixtures  ? 
It  was,  that  there  were  two  distinct 
classes  of  buyers  that  came  to  the  retail 
branches  which  were  distributed  over 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  There 
were  those  who  came  to  buy  margarine 
and  those  who  came  to  buy  butter.  They 
sold  no  mixtures,  because  under  tlie 
present  Act  they  would  have  to  describe 
them  as  margarine,  and  while  the  price  of 
margarine  ranged  from  4d.  to  6d.  per 
pound,  the  price  of  butter  was  lOd.  to  Is. 
per  pound.  There  was  thus  a  hiatus 
between  the  two.  If  they  had  sold  the 
mixtures,  for  which  they  would  have 
had  to  ask  a  higher  price  although 
they  would  still  have  been  labelled 
as  mal-garine,  the  public  could  not 
have  been  induced  to  buy  it  at  all. 
The  point  I  want  to  make  is  that  these 
mixtures  are  not  being  sold  as  margarine ; 
they  are  being  palmed  off  on  the  public 
as  butter.  Take  a  trade  paper  of  any 
date  you  like.  Study  the  statistics  with 
regard  to  Glamorganshire,  and  it  will  be 
found  that  grocers  in  that  district  are 
perpetually  being  summoned  for  this 
fraud.  A  person  goes  into  a  shop  and 
asks  for  butter  at  Is.  per  lb.,  but  what  he 
gets  is  an  article  containing  85  per  cent, 
of  margarine.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Kilmarnock  Burghs  spoke  on  behdf  of  the 
working  men.  I  will  ^[uarantee  to  pro- 
due^  at  a  few  di^s'  notice,  100  cases  from 
Scotland  of  this  mud,  where  the  working 
man  is  paying  his  money  for  butter  and 
getting  this  vile  decoction.  These  mix- 
tures are  the  foundation  of  the  whole 
fraud.  It  is  very  easy  to  argue  that  if 
the  present  law  were  perfectly  enforced, 
and  if  these  articles  were  properly  sold, 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  this 
measure.  But  the  law  is  not  enforced  ; 
it  has  broken  down ;  this  fraud  continues. 
The  strongest  point  of  all  Is  that  .the 
great  distnbutors,  with  branches  all  over 
the  kingdom,  do  not  sell  these  mixtures ; 

Mr,  Kearley. 


they  have  tried  to  sell  them,  but  without, 
success.  People  who  want  butter  will 
not  have  a  mixture,  and  thwe  who  want 
margarine  will  only  pay  margarine  price. 
I  am  perfectly  certain  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  taking  a  wise  course 
in  limiting  the  admixture  of  butter  with 
margarine.  The  average  quantity  d 
these  mixtures  does  not  exceed  20  per 
cent,  of  the  total  output,  showing  that 
80  per  cent,  is  bought  as  margarine  and 
not  as  mixtures  at  all.  That  is  another 
testimony  that  there  is  no  universal 
demand  for  these  mixtures.  I  do  not 
claim  to  have  any  very  special  knowledge,, 
but  I  have  carefully  considered  the 
question  here,  and,  in  supporting  this 
clause,  I  believe  the  Grovemment  will  have 
taken  a  very  drastic  step  towards 
stamping  out  this  adulteration. 

•Sia  JOHN  LENG :  My  hon.  friend, 
the  Member  for  Devonport,  has  alluded, 
to  a  large  and  influentisJ  deputation 
which  he  introduced  upon  this  subject 
About  twelve  months  ago  one  of  the- 
Members  for  Liverpool,  who  sits  on  the 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  who, 
along  with  myself,  sat  on  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, introduced  to  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  one  of  the  most 
crowded  deputations  I  have  ever  attended 
— a  deputation  of  grocers  and  large  pro- 
vision dealers  and  produce  mercbuits 
from  all  parts  of  the  ooontiy.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  deputation  successively  rose 
and  stated,  not  only  that  they  found  by 
experience  that  there  is  a  large  demand 
for  butter  and  margarine  mixtures,  but 
that  they  thought  it  would  be  exceedingly 
injurious  to  the  trade  and  the  commerce 
in  which  they  are  engaged  if  such  restric- 
tions as  are  proposed  in  this  Bill  were  en- 
forced. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  referred  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Bill  in  Committee.  I  have  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to 
the  invariable  faimeas,  leasonableness, 
and  conciliatory  manner  in  which  he  con- 
ducted the  Bill  through  the  Committee. 
But  X  think  it  was  obvious  that  there  were 
some  clauses  which  he  was  bound  officially 
to  support,  but  which  he  was  not  so 
keen  in  advocating  as  was  the  case  with 
other  clauses.  The  very  fact  that  he 
has  sitting  on  his  right  hand  a  gentleman 
who,  as  Chairman  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, declined  to  commit  himself  to 
what  is  proposed  in  this  clause,  indi- 
cates that  the  Government  have  had  a 
very  difficult  task. 
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Thb  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
KuRSELL,  Tyrone,  S.):  I  declined  to 
commit  myself  officially. 

*Sm  JOHN  LENG :  The  genesis  of 
this  clause  is  from  an  endeavour  to  con- 
ciliate, and,  if  possible,  to  find  some 
middle  line  between  those  who  were 
strongly  against  any  mixtures,  and  those 
who  might  be  induced  to  approve  of  a 
limited  mixture.  My  strongest  objection 
to  this  clause  is  that  it  introduces  a  new 
principle.  I  do  not  object  to  it  because 
it  is  new,  but  because  it  is  a  bad  principle. 
It  is  the  first  time  in  the  legislation  of 
this  country  that  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  class  as  an  adulteration  the 
mixture  c&  a  superior  with  an  inferior 
article.  If  the  principle  is  introduced  in 
this  Bill,  I  do  not  see  how  far  it  is  to  be 
carried.  In  all  our  textile  industries,  and 
in  many  of  our  food  products,  this  process 
has  been  going  on  for  a  great  number  of 
years.  The  object  of  it  is  to  supply 
consumers  with  what  they  desire  and 
willingly  purchase,  and  purchase  with 
their  eyes  open.  Reference  has  been 
made  to  the  opinion  of  some  persons  in 
Manchester  on  this  question.  I  will  not 
repeat  some  extracts  which  I  read  &om 
the  Glasgow  Chamber  of  Commerce,  but 
there  are  a  few  sentences  bearing  directly 
upon  this  particular  clause.    They  say  : 

Your  petitioners  consider  that  if  Clause  K 
of  the  ^1  passes  into  law  the  Act  will 
certainly  fail  of  its  end.  They  are  of  opinion 
that  the  community  cannot  now  be  deprived 
of  so  important,  wholesome,  asid  relatively 
cheap  an  article  of  food  as  margarine,  and 
chat  the  public  is  entitled  to  demand  to  j^et  the 
best  margarine  which  producers  can  supply." 

And,  further : 

"  There  is  no  informed  person  known  to 
your  petitioners  who  (jueationa  the  goodness 
and  desirability  of  margarine  as  a  high-class 
and-  most  valuable  food.  The  fault  of  its 
producers  appears  to  be  that  they  have  made 
it  too  good  and  too  cheap." 

Whoever  heard  before  of  such  an  attempt 
as  is  now  being  made — an  unprincipled 
attempt  in  my  view — to  prevent  by  legis- 
lation an  article  being  improved  and 
made  as  good  as  it  can  he  made  1  A 
gentleman  engaged  in  the  same  business 
writes  : 

"  1  know  no  Act  of  Piirlinmeut  that  pro- 
hibits the  improvement  of.  any  article  what- 
ever. I  would  ask,  if  it  is  allowalile  to  mid 
luiltniited  qaantities  of  silk  to  cotton,  cocoa  to 
starvth,  wool  to  cotton,  or  coffee  to  chicory,  for 
tlie  improvement  of  the  inferior  article,  why 
shoalil  the  amount  of  butter  be  liiinte<i  that 
may  be  mixed,  with  margarine  ?  Surely  this 
proposed  new  law  is  strong  enough  to  allow  of 

VOL.  LXXIV       [Fourth  Skrikh.] 


good  mixtures  of  margarine  and  batter  to  be 
sold  under  the  proper  name,  '  margarine,'  and 
it  shows  great  weakness  on  the  part  of  the 
proposer  of  the  Bill  that  he  nhonld  think  it 
necessary  to  prohibit  the  manufacture  of  a 
clean,  h^thy,  wholesome  article  of  food." 

There  are  cross-currents  in  this  House; 
there  are  cross-currents  in  the  grocery 
and  provision  trades.  There  are  dealers 
who  deal  in  particular  classes  of  goods, 
and  they  wish  legislation  to  favour  what 
they  dcji!  in,  and  they  wish,  if  possibly 
to  put  a  weight  in  the  balance  against 
other  dealers  with  whom  they  have  to 
deal.  There  are  also  cross-currents  and 
diverse  interests  amongst  the  working  men. 
I  have  great  respect  for  my  bon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Battersea  :  he  is  one  of  the 
most  intelligent  of  men ;  I  might  exhaust 
the  complimentary  epithets  in  the  dic- 
tionaiy  with  regard  to  him,  and  X  should 
be  quite  sincere  in  doing  so.  But  I  know 
he  thinks  I  am  a  heretic  on  tiiis  question. 
I  reciprocate  tiie  compliments 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea):  I 

always  suspect  mixtures. 

*SiR  JOHN  LENG :  He  says  he  is 
against  working  men  being  imposed  upon. 
So  am  I.  But,  I  say,  who  are  the  best 
judges  but  the  working  men  themselves  1 
The  co-operative  societies  of  the  country 
represent  the  working  men  to  a  very  large 
extent,  and  what  does  the  Scottish  (x>- 
operative  Wholesale  Society  say  : 

"  Uur  society  is  composed  of  289  co-operative 
Bocieties,  with  a  ineiubership  of  over  220,000, 
all  ratepayers  ami  voters  livmg  in  all  parts  of 
Scotland.  Our  members  are  chieHy  the 
working  classes,  who  are  interested  in  the 
clauses  of  the  Bill  and  in  preventing  any 
restriction  affecting  the  Bale  of  a  wholesome 
article.  We  entirely  concur  in  what  is  said  in 
the  letter  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  we 
trust  that  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavours 
to  get  the  suggestions  therein  made  carried 
into  effect,  and  thus  bmefit  the  general 
public." 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the,  fact  that 
north  of  the  Tweed  public  opinion  of  all 
classes  is  altnost  entirely  solid  on  this 
subject.  My  hoii.  friend  the  Member  for 
Bridgeton  has  referred  to  the  fact  that  the 
two  most  powerful  supporters  of  the 
Government  in  the  Press,  the  two 
journals  which  have  the  largest  circulation 
and  the  greatest  influence  in  Scotland — 
luid  as  the  proprietor  of  another  journal 
I  have  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  saying 
that — the  Scotsman  and  the  Glasgow 
Un-ald,  both  strongly  representing  the 
intelligence  and  enlightenment  of  Scot- 
land, have  most  vigorously  opposed  this 
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clause.    The  Scdsman  says : 

^  "  It  wilt  not  be  easy  to  snstain  the  conten- 
tion  tbat  the  proposed  r^ulations  and  mtric- 
tions  of  the  margarine  indiutry  are  not 
designed  to  protect  one  interert  at  the  expense 
<A  another.  The  truth  is  that  butter  as  a 
'pure'  or  •simple*  article  Is,  from  various 
points  of  view,  a  'basis*  article,  using  the 
word  as  it  ia  applied  to  pure  grape  ot  other 
fruit  juice  in  the  wine  trade." 

The  Glasgow  Herald  says : 

"  What  have  been  the  guidiuK  principles  in 
this  class  of  legislation  during  tne  past.  The 
first  is  that  all  articles  of  food  offered  for  sale 
must  be  wholesome  and  good ;  the  second  is 
that  tliey  must  he  sold  lor  what  they  really 
are.  But  both  these  principles  are  set  at 
naught  by  a  clausn  which  would  debar  dairies 
from  increasing  the  quality  of  an  article  of 
sound  and  legitimate  conuneroe  and  traders 
from  selling  it.  Besides,  see  what  this  might 
lead  to.  So  far  as  the  working  classes  are 
concerned  it  might  limit  their  supply  of  an  im- 
portant wholesome  and  relatively  cheap  supply 
of  food,  while  it  would  certainly  prevent  tnem 
from  fating  maigarine  of  a  high  quality, 
however  much  they  should  desire  to  do  so. 
There  seems,  tberetore,  every  reason  to  hope 
that  the  clause  will  disappear  before  the  BiU 
passes  into  law," 

It  is  because  I  wish  that  that  hope  vill 
be  realised  that  I  opipose  this  clause.  It 
has  already  been  said  that  this  attempt  to 
define  by  a  clause  what  a  mixed  article  of 
food  should  be  will  probably  interfere  with 
the  progress  of  science.  On  that  point  the 
Berhn  correspondent  erf  The  Times  states 
that: 

"Some  experiments  have  been  carried  out 
recently  in  Gisnnany,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr, 
Liebreich,  >rith  an  emulnion  of  almond  paste  as 
a  substitute  for  milk  in  the  manufacture  of 
margarine.  The  resulting  substance,  in  taste, 
colour,  and  consistency  resembles  ordinary 
butter,  and  is  stated  to  be  absolutely  free  from 
all  dangerous  organisms.  It  keeps  fresh  much 
longer  than  butter,  and  only  costs  about  half 
as  much.  Any  kind  of  nuts  can  be  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  this  substitute." 

By  attempting  to  restrict  a  wholesome 
mixture  mtendcd  to  be  an  important 
article  of  food  you  are  altering  the  whole 
current  of  legislation.  I  am  satisfied  that 
if  the  Leader  of  the  House  will  a^ree  to 
the  withdrawal  of  this  clause,  which  has 
been  properly  described  as  an  excrescence 
on  the  Bill,  it  would  very  much  bimpHfy 
the  passa^  of  the  Bill  We  should  feci 
conscientioudy  bound  in  duty  to  our 
constituents  1^  a  lai;go  number  of  manu- 
facturers and  traders,  and  to  the  people 
who  purchase  those  articles  of  food,  to  at 
once  withdraw  all  opposition  to  the  other 
clauses.  I  do  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
(icntleman  to  take  that  course. 

Sir  John  Lmg. 
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Mr.  LOUGIT  (Islington,  W.) :  There 
is  one  argument  which  appears  of  impor- 
tance with  regard  to  this  matter  on  which 
I  should  like  to  say  a  word.  The  right 
hon.  Q«ntleman  in  charge  of .  this  Bill 
was  chi^y  influenced  by  the  opinion 
of  the  great  distributors^  who,  as  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Devonport 
said,  turn  over  X10^00Q,000  a  year. 
I  think  we  ought  to  hesitate  before  we 
are  influenced  l)y  the  opinions  of  such 
people.  There  are  two  easy  explanations 
of  their  preference  for  butter.  Butter  is 
the  dearer  article,  and  therefore  distribu- 
tors, as  my  hon.  friend  has  said,  make  a 
««at  deal  more  money  by  distributing  it 
uian  by  distributing  margarine. 

Mr.  KEABLEY  :  Oh,  no.  I  raid  the 
distributors  made  more  by  distributing 
the  cheaper  article. 

Mr.  lough  :  The  House  will  be  able 
to  weigh  the  ar^ments.  I  did  not  agree 
with  my  hon.  fnend,  but  I  did  not  stend 
up  to  interrupt  him,  and  I  think  he  has 
not  contributed  particularly  to  the  Debate 
by  interrupting  me.  My  hon.  friend  now 
states  that  distributors  make  more  profit 
by  distributing  margarine ;  but  my  second 
point  is  directly  in  opposition  to  that.  I 
claim  that  in  the  nature  of  things,  mar- 
garine being  made  by  capitalist  manufac- 
turers, they  are  more  fit  to  compete 
with  the  great  distributing  companies 
is  an  article  out  of  which  not  so  much 
profit  is  made  in  its  distribution  as  in  the 
distribution  of  butter.  Every  interest  I 
have  in  this  debate  is  on  the  side  of 
butter.  In  Ireland  some  friends  of  mine  are 
deeply  interested  in  its  production,  and  I 
am  associated  with  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Dublin  in  the  splendid  effort 
he  is  making  to  improve  the  manufacture 
of  butter  in  Ireland,  bdt  I  do  not  like  to 
speak  in  favour  of  anything  in  which  I 
am  interested,  and  in  maintaining  the 
case  of  margarine  I  am  speaking  i^ainst 
my  own  interests.  The  distributatm  of 
butter  is  far  more  profitable  than  the  dis- 
tribution of  margarine. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
question  before  the  House  is  whether  the 
«Ue  of  certain  mixtures  shouldbe  prevented, 

Mr.  lough  :  I  quite  agree,  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  I  will  sum  up  by  asking;  the 
House  not  to  bo  led  away  by  the  casuistry 

of  these  great  distributing  conipaniea,  but 
to  seek  out  some  single  good  principle 
and  to  stick  to  it.  What  is  the  principle 
I  would  suggest  ?    We  are  legislating 
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this  afternoon  in  a  way  we  have 
never  legislated  before,  because  we  are 
making  it  a  crime  to  improve  the  quality 
of  a  great  article  of  food.  This  House 
ought  to  be  ashamed  to  do  such  a  thing. 
If  the  clauses  we  have  already  passed  are 
good  clauses,  which  we  are  assured  they 
are,  if  they  are  going  to  be  as  eflTective 
as  we  are  assured  they  are  going  to  be, 
then  rely  upon  them,  and  do  not  drag  in 
this  clause.  It  is  said  that  a  great  aeal 
of  fraud  is  perpeb'ated  in  the  sue  of  mix- 
tures, but  this  Bill  prevents  the  sale  of 
any  mixture,  because,  if  only  1  per  cent, 
of  margarine  is  added,  the  substance 
must  be  sold  as  margarine.  Therefore 
every  argument  based  on  that  point  falls 
to  the  ground.  I  think  we  should  be 
making  a  great  mistake  in  preventing  any 
person  muting  margarine  as  good  as  it 
can  be  made,  and  I  ask  the  House  to  act 
in  accordance  with  previous  l^islation. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
K) :  May  I  appeal  to  hon.  Members  ?  I 
quite  recognise  that  this  has  been  an 


important  matter,  but  surely  it  has  been 
adequately  discussed.  If  the  House  will 
decide  the  point  now,  and  let  us  have 
Clause  8,  I  will  move  to  report  progress, 
or  make  the  corresponding  motion. 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL :  I  desire 
to  point  out  that  if  this  clause  is  passed 
thousands  of  honest  traders  in  this 
country  who  expose  for  sale  margarine 
that  contains  more  than  10  per  cent,  of 
butter  fat,  although  they  sell  it  as  mar^ 
garine,  can  be  prosecutea.  Is  tbat  a  fair 
measure  to  pass  1  I  think  this  is  an  im- 
portant point  which  has  been  overlooked, 
and  I  am  afraid  the  Grovernment  will  not 
realise  it  until  they  find  traders  through- 
out the  country  brought  before  the  magis- 
trates, not  for  selling  margarine  as  butter, 
but  because  they  are  selling  an  article 
containing  10  per  cent,  of  butter  fat.  I 
think  that  is  a  scandal. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided. 
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Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  hope  the  Leader  of 
the  House  will  now  report  progress.  I 
understand  that  a  great  number  of 
im])ortant  Amendments  to  the  clause 
itself  still  remain  to  be  discussed.  It 
would  b^  against  the  understanding  come 
to  if  we  sat  much  longer. 


Mr.  LONG:  I  only  speak  with  the 
leave  of  the  House.  I  do  not  know  on 
what  information  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man spoke,  but  so  far  as  the  Amendments 
on  the  Paper  are  concerned,  no  special 
point  is  raised  by  them,  except  the 


amount  of  percentage.  That  does  noi 
amount  to  a  large  number  of  questions,  as 
was  suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle 
man,  and  I  think  we  might  finish  tfai* 
clause. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  understand  that  if  the  Amendments 

not  very  numerous,  they  are  at  all  events 
important,  and  likely  to  give  rise  to  dis- 
cussion. I  do  not  think  the  right  faoo. 
Gentleman  will  lose  anything  by  adJcHUH- 
ingnow. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  sorry 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  takes  th»i 
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view.  I  quite  agree  that  it  is  undesirable 
to  ask  the  House  to  sit  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  except  under  reiy  exxeptionu 
drcumstances,  beyond  the  hour  now 
reached.  I  assent  to  the  adjournment  of 
the  Debate,  but  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  assist  the  Grovernment  in 
getting  the  remainder  of  the  Bill  when  it 
comes  on  again.  1  shall  put  it  down  as 
the  second  Order  for  to-morrow  night. 

Further  consideration,  aa  amended, 
deferred  till  to-morrow. 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD 
(IRELAND)  [EXPENSES.] 

Resolution  reported : 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided 
by  Parliament,  of  an  annual  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £25,000,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Acts, 
including  the  payment  of  the  salaries  or 
remuneration  of  officers  employed  by  the 
Board,  and  the  adminiatratiTe  expenses 
of  the  Board,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of 
the  present  Session  relating  to  the  Con- 
gested  Districts  Board  (Ireluid)." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mb.  Grant  Lawson  (York,  N.R., 
Thiisk)  in  the  chair. 

Clause  5. 

Mr.  STRACHEY  (Somerset,  S.) :  I 
think  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
should  give  some  explanation  of  why 
he  proposes  to  devote  a  sum  of 
£25,000  a  year  more  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  English  taniayers  for  the  benefit  of 
Ir^nd.  Ido  not  think  that  this  sum  ought 
to  be  voted  siA  silentio.  When  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  sat  on  this  side 
of  the  House  their  great  objection  to 
Home  Rule  was  that  we  would  have  to 
pay  for  it,  and  they  made  this  a  grievance 
with  the  English  working  man.  Now 
that  they  are  on  that  side  of  the  House 
they  are  doing  exactly  what  they  con- 
demned when  sitting  here.  We  should 
have  some  specific  explanati(m  of  why 


this  additional  appropriation  is  to  be 
made  to  the  Irish  tenants. 

Thb  chief  secretary  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  :  The  amount  at  present  granted 
to  the  Congested  Districts  Board  is 
£6,500.  The  sum  now  proposed  is 
£25,000,  and  the  real  addition  to  the 
income  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
proposed  by  the  Bill  is  about  £18,000  or 
£19,000.  The  reason  why  we  are  asking 
for  that  increase  is  this.  The  board  has 
been  established  for  nine  years,  and  the 
experimental  stage  is  now  over.  The 
particular  object  Tor  which  the  larger  sum 
will  be  required  is  the  purchase  and  sub- 
sequent improvement  of  the  estates 
before  selling  them  to  the  tenant.  A 
large  part  of  the  money  spent  on  im- 
provements Will  be  reproductive,  but  not 
m  every  instance. 

Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) :  I  am  sure 
my  hon.  friend  does  not  intend  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  this  Bill  through  the 
House.  I  wish  to  assure  him  that  in  the 
end  it  will  tend  to  relieve  the  tai^iayers' 
pockets.  One  of  the  objects  oi  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  is  to  find  a  perma- 
nent remedy  for  the  recurring  distress  in 
certain  districts  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
and  to  try  and  relieve  poor  tenants  and 
better  their  social  condition. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment  ; 
read  the  thifcl  time,  and  passed. 

NAVAL  WORKS  [CONSOLIDATED 

FUND.] 

Resolutions  reported — 

"(1.)  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  further 
provision  for  the  construction  of  works  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  elsewhere  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  to  authorise  the 
issue,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  such 
sums  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  £3,100,000,  as 
may  be  required  for  those  purposes,  and  to 
apply  the  provisions  of  The  Naval  Works  Act, 
1805,  and  of  The  Naval  Works  Act,  1896  (as  to 
the  mode  of  raising  money,  and  as  to  the 
application  of  surplus  income),  to  the  said 
purposes. 

"  (2.)  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law 
with  respect  to  the  construction  and  nsa  of 
tramways  for  naval  purposes. ' 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire, 
K)  said  there  were  one  or  two  points  as 
to  which  he  desired  some  explanation. 
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The  amount  of  money  asked  for  seemed 
to  be  out  of  all  proportion,  as  far  as  he 
could  ascertain,  to  precedent.  The  House 
was  asked  to  sanction  the  borrowing  of 
£3,100,000— and  this  in  the  middle  of 
July — while  the  Admiralty  had  already 
unexhausted  borrowing  powers  in  regara 
to  a  million  of  money.  Hitherto  the 
Naval  Works  Bill  had  been  an  annual  Bill, 
but  the  money  now  asked  for  was  to 
cover  the  expenditure  of  two  years. 

The  civil  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
KALTY  (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  £.) :  If  the  House  will 
consent  to  rass  this  Besolution  now  and 
allow  the  Bill  to  be  brought  in,  I  hope 
the  Bill  itself  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Members  to-morrow  morning,  together 
with  a  memorandum  giving  a  full  explana- 
tion of  the  works  proposed  as  well  as  a 
schedule  setting  out  each  work  separ- 
ately. We  desire  to  give  the  House 
the  fullest  possible  information.  The 
expenditure  for  which  we  provide  in  this 
Act  is  to  last  until  the  31st  March,  1901, 
that  is  to  say,  for  two  years,  in  the  same 
way  as  the  money  under  the  last  Act 
was  for  two  years.  The  Bill  follows  very 
closely  the  Act  of  1897,  as  far  as  it  is 
applicable  to  present  circumstances.  As 
soon  as  the  Bui  is  circulated  plans  of  the 
new  works  shall  be  placed  in  the  Tea 
Room. 

•Sir  U.  KAY  -  SHUTTLEWORTH 
(Lancashire,  Clitheroe)  :  We  must  all  be 
obliged  to  my  hon.  friend  who  has  asked 
this  question,  and  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  for  the  statement  he  has  made. 
This  Bill  is  brought  in  at  an  extremely 
late  period  of  the  session,  ann  apparently 
is  in  some  respects  a  departure  from  pre- 
cedent. For  the  first  time  the  House  is 
informed  that  this  is  a  Bill  for  two 
years,  instead  of  an  annual  Bill,  by 
which  the  control  of  Parliament  over  this 
great  expenditure  is  preserved  from  year 
to  year.  But  1  do  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  oflFering  criticisms  on  this  Bill, 
because  I  think  it  would  be  very  much 
more  convenient  that  we  should  discuss 
the  measure  when  it  is  in  our  hands,  with 
the  memorandum  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  referred.  I  think  we  may  fairly 
ask  that  as  there  is  this  new  departure 
in  respect  of  the  Bill  being  for  two  years, 
and  OB  new  works  are  included, a  reasonable 
time  should  be  allowed  for  its  considera- 
tion. I  hope  that  the  Second  Beading 
will  not  be  taken  this  week. 


Mr.  perks  (Lincolnshire,  Louth) 
asked  whether  the  memorandum  to  be 
presented  to-morrow  would  show  the 
estimates  for  the  last  three  years  on 
the  various  works  compared  with  the 
actual  expenditure,  as  there  appeared  to 
be  a  great  discrquncy  between  the  esti- 
mated  expenditure  and  the  actual  entendi- 
ture.  It  was  manifest  that  the  CSvif  Lord 
must  have  expected  small  pn^;re8s  during 
the  coming  year,  and  still  smaller  in  the 
following  year,  if  this  amount  of 
£1,400,000  were  a  correct  estimate. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  show 
the  great  inconvenience  of  discussing  a 
matter  of  this  kind  before  the  Bill  is  in 
the  hands  of  hon.  Members.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  stated  not  very  aoourately 
the  amount  of  money  required  for  works 
already  completed,  and  has  assumed  that 
it  is  for  the  expenditure  of  the  next  two 
rears.  He  will  find  when  the  Bill  is  in  his 
hands  that  this  is  not  so,  and  with  regard 
to  the  next  two  years  I  hope  we  shall 
make  good  progeeaa. 

Resolutions  agreed  to : — Bill  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Gtoschen,  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr. 
Macartney,  and  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain. 

NAVAL  WORKS  BILL. 

"  To  make  furUier  provision  for-  the 
construction  of  works  in  the  United 

Kingdom  and  elsewhere  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  to  amend  the 
law  with  respect  to  the  construction  and 
use  of  tramways  for  naval  purposes," 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
timej  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
278.] 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  (CLAUSES)  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered.  Amendments 
made.  Bill  read  the  tiurd  time,  and 
passed. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House 
of  the  17th  day  of  this  instant  Jul^,  Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put. 

House  adjoomed  aecordingly  at  ten 
mmntes  before  Serai  of  the 

clock. 

I 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  JOtk  July  1899, 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  LoKD  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certi- 
ficate from  the  Examiners  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  applicable  to  the  following 


Bill  have  been  complied  with  : 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  15). 

And  the  Certificate  that  no  Standing 
Orders  are  applicable  to  the  following 
Bill: 


BURGH 


POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER. 


The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

WEST  METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no 
parties  having  appeared  in  opposllaon 
thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  ue  on  the 
Table.  The  orders  made  on  Tuesday 
last  disehai^ed ;  and  Bill  committed. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  TRAMWAYS 
AND  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
Committee  having  found  that  the  peti- 
tioners had.  no  locus  standi  before  them ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
The  orders  made  on  the  11th  July  and 
Tues^y  last  discharged ;  and  Bill  com- 
mitted. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  17)  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no 
parties  having  appeared  in  opposition 
thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
Table;  the  orders  made  on  the  1 1th  of 
■July  and  Tue8<lay  last  discharged ;  and 
Bill  committe<l  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  for  to  ntorrow. 

VOL.  LXXIV.   [Fourth  Skrxxb.] 


LOCAL  GOVEKNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  iNn.  14)  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no 
parties  having  appeared  in  opposition 
thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
Table;  the  Orders  made  on  the  11th  of 
July  and  Tuesday  last  discharged ;  and 
Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
^Vhole  House. 

GODALMING   CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
Avith  Amendments. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (MONEY) 
BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

WORCESTERSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

CITY  AND  BRIXTON  RAILWAY  BILL. 
DARWEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Reported  with  Amendments. 

BEXHILL  AND  ROTHERFIELD  RAIL- 
WAY BILL. 

Reported  with  an  Amendment. 

GREENOCK    AND    PORT  GLASGOW 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.] 

Commons  Amendment  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

BAKER  STREET  AND  WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  3^,  with  the  Amendments ; 
further  Amendments  made  ;  Bill  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 

DERBY   CORPORATION  TRAMWAYS. 
BILL. 

Read  3<*,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

BROOKE'S  P.VRK  (LONDONDERRY) 
BILL  [a.L.]. 

OWEN'S  C0LLE<:E,  MANCHESTER. 
BILL  [H.L.I 

Returned  from  the  Commons,  agreed  to. 
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Returns, 


LINCOLN    AND   EAST   COAST  RAIL- 
WAY AND  DOCK  BILL. 


LOWESTOFT  PROMENADE  PIER  BILL. 

MIDLAND    AND    SOUTH  WESTERN 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Ketnrned  jfrom  the  Commons  ^vith  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

BRISTOL  GAS  BILL  [H.L.] 

Keturned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  made  by  the  Lords  to  the 
Amendments  made  by  the  Commons, 
agreed  to. 

SOUTH   HANTS  WATER  BILL  [H.i..] 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments ;   the  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL.  | 

Amendments  reported  (according  to  | 
Hrder),  and  Bills  to  be  read  3"  To- , 
morrow.  j 

riER  AND  HARBOUR   PROVISIONAL  ; 
ORDERS  (Na  2)  BILL. 

Kead  3*  (according  to  order),  with  , 
the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  re-  \ 

turned  to  the  Commons. 

METROPOLIS     MANAGEMENT  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  (BYELAWS)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Commons    Amendments  considered 
(.according  to  Order),  and  agreed  to. 
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QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  GALWAY. 

Annual  Report  ol  the  Prosidentr  for  tha 
Session,  1808-99. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dc. 

EDUCATION  .DEPARTMENT. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  on  schools  for  the  blind  and 
deaf  ;  with  appendices,  1898-99. 

INDIA  (ACCOUNTS  AND  ESTIMATES, 
1899-1900). 

Explanatory  memorandum  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  India. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC. 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  Bloeni- 
fontein  Conference,  1899. 

AGRARLAN  OUTRAGES  (IRELAND). 
Returns  for  the  quarter  ended  30th 
June,  1899. 


Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

j      MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1804. 
!    Orders  in  Council  of  14th  July,  1899 — 

I  1.  Sanctioning  a.  reduction,  made  by 
the  Trinity  House  in  Kingston - 
upon-Hutl,.  of  certain  buoyi^ 
and  beac(mage  dues  levied  by- 

I  that  Corporation  between  Hull 

and  the  sea ; 

II.  ^proving  certain  pilotage  bye- 
laws  made  by  the  CcKporation  of 
Bristol. 

III.  Authorismg  the  increase,  by  the 

appointment  of  an  additional 
lower  grade  clerk,  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Trinity  House. 

IV.  Sanctioning  an  increase  in  the 

salary  paid  to  Mr.  George  Napier 
McMurdo,  a  clerk  in  the  service, 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Irish 
Lights. 

V,  Approving  an  amended  bye-law 
made  by  the  Newport  (Men.) 
Pilotf«e  Board,  in  lieu  of  bye- 
law  No.  11  of  the  bye-laws  ap- 
proved by  Order  in  Council  of 
3rd  October,  1895. 

VI.  Approving  certain  bye-laws,  made 
by  the  Trinitr  House  in  Kings- 
ston-upon-Hiul,  fixing  the  rates  of 
pilotage  between  Hml  and  Goole. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT.  1890. 

Order  in  Council  of  Uth  July  1899, 
entitled  "The  China,  Japan,  and  Corea 
(Supreme  Court)  Order  in  Council,  1899." 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

HOUSES  OF  LORDS  AND  COMMONS- 
PERMANENT  STAFF. 

Report  from  the  Joint  Committee  (with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee)  madL\ 
and  to  be  printed.  (No.  171.)  :  Minuter 
of  evidence,  tOfi%ther  with  an  appendix, 
laid  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  aetirered 
out. 

OYSTERS  BILL  [H.L.] 

Report  from  the  Select  Committer 
(with  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee^ 
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made,  and  to  be  printed.  (No.  172.): 
Minutes  of  evidence  laid  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  delivered  out.  Bill  reported 
with  Amendments ;  and  eommitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House ;  and  to 
be  pnnted  as  amenctod.   (No.  173.) 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  BILL  [H.L.] 

To  be  read  2'»  on  Tuesday  next. 

GORDON  MEMORIAL  COLLEGE  AT 
KHARTOUM  [H.L.] 

Head  3*  (accocding  to  Order) ;  Amend- 
ments made ;  Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Older),  and  Bill  to  be  read  To-morrow. 

COMPANIES  BaL  [H.L.]. 
COMBOTTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House 
being  put  into  Committee  on  this  Bill 
read. 

*The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury)  :  My  Lords,  it  will 
be  more  in  order  to  go  into  details  with 
regard  to  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  on 
the  Third  Reading.  I  will  simply  say 
now  that  the  Select  Committee  to  whom 
the  matter  has  been  referred  thought  it 
well  to  rely  rather  on  provisions  intended 
to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  making  of 
fraudulent  companies  than  on  the  inflic- 
tion of  pains  and  penalties  on  persons  who 
were  engaged  in  the  conduct  of  com- 
panies artenrards.  They  thought  it  more 
prudent  to  see  that  in  the  initiation  of 
new  companies  certain  precautions  should 
be  adopted  to  prevent  their  beginning 
business  until  they  have  sufficient  capital, 
and  that  will  be  effected  by  a  provision 
against  allotment  until  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  capital  has  been  subscribed. 
Furthermore,  the  Select  Committee  have 
thought  it  right  that  persons  put  forward 
as  directors  m  a  company  should,  by  some 
act  of  their  own,  recognise  the  responsi- 
bility they  have  assumed,  and  be  called 
upon  to  sign  a  decaration  that  they  are, 
and  intend  to  be,  directors  of  the  company 
of  which  they  are  advertised  as  directors. 
In  the  deliberations  of  the  Committee, 
which  have  lasted  three  years,  they  have 
arrived  at  practical  unanimity.  There 
certainly  has  never  been  a  better  Com- 
mittee constituted,  in  respect  of  its  legal 
elements,  its  business  elements,  and  its 
^neral  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  I 
tliink  I  may  say  the  three  years  during 


which  they  have  sat  have  not  been  thrown 
away  when  they  have  arrived  at  practical 
unanimity  with  regard  to  a  subject  so  im- 
portant to  the  mercantile  community.  I 
shall  go  more  minutely  into  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  at  a  later  stage,  but  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  these  few 
wonb  on  the  present  occasion. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) ;  the  Amendments  proposed  by  the 
Select  Committee  made  ;  Sttuiding  Com- 
mittee negatived ;  the  Report  of  Amend- 
ments to  be  received  on  Friday,  the  28th 
inst. 


QUESTIONS. 


TRANSVAAL  AFFAIRS. 
The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  Seeing  my 
noble  friend  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  in  his  place,  I  would  like 
to  ask  whether  he  can  give  the  House  any 
news  with  reference  to  the  Transvaal. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (the  Earl  of  Sei^ 
borne)  :  My  Lords,  m  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  noble  Earl,  I  have  to  say- 
that  the  following  telegram  has  been 
received  from  the  High  Commissioner, 
Sir  Alfred  Milner : 

"  19th  July.  Britiah  Asent  Soath  African 
Republic  reports  Article  IV.  of  Franchise  Law 
passed  by  twenty-two  rotes  to  five,  with  fol- 
lowing alterations  in  Clause  1 — viz.,  the 
words  'at  least  seToi'  are  substitiited  for 
*  nine,'  and  the  words  from  *  or  five  yeus '  to 
end  fu  danae  are  deleted.  This  has  effwt  of 
Tn*lfif>g  reiddential  qualification  for  franohise 
seven  yearn  retrospective." 

Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  have  no 
official  information  as  to  redistribution, 
but  it  has  been  stated  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  South  African  Republic  pro- 
poses to  give  seven  new  seats  to  the 
aistricts  wiefly  inhabited  by  aliens.  If 
this  report  is  confirmed,  this  important 
change  in  the  proposals  of  President 
Kruger,  coupled  with  previous  Amend- 
ments, leads  the  Oovernment  to  hope 
that  the  new  law  may  prove  to  be  a  basis 
of  settlement  on  the  lines  laid  down  by 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  at  the  Bloemfontein 
Conference.  They  observe,  however,  that 
the  Volksraad  have  still  retained  a  num- 
ber of  conditions  which  might  be  so  inter- 
preted as  to  preclude  those  otherwise 
qualified  from  acquiring  the  franchise, 
and  might,  therefore,  be  used  to  take 
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away  with  one  hand  what  has  been  given 
with  the  other.  The  provision  that  the 
alien  desirous  of  burghership  shall  pro- 
duce a  certificate  of  continuous  registration 
during  the  period  required  for  naturalisa- 
tion is  an  instance  of  this,  for  it  has  been 
stated  that  the  law  of  registration  has 
been  allowed  to  fall  into  desuetude,  and 
that  but  few  aliens,  however  long  resident 
in  the  country,  have  been  continuously 
registered.  It  would  also  be  easy  by 
subsequent  legislation  to  alter  the  whole 
character  of  the  concessions  now  made, 
but  Her  Majesty's  GUivemment  .fee! 
assured  that  the  President,  having 
accepted  the  principle  for  which  they 
have  contended,  will  be  prepared  to 
reconsider  any  detail  of  his  schemes 
which  can  be  shown  to  bo  a  possible 
hindrance  to  the  full  accomplishment  of 
the  object  in  view,  and  that  he  will  not 
allow  them  to  be  nullified  or  reduced  in 
value  by  any  subsequent  alterations  of 
the  law  or  acts  of  administration.  I  may 
add  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
received  late  last  night  the  following 
telegram  from  the  Governor  of  Natal : 

"  19th  July.  Resolution  propoaed  to-day  in 
Assembly  by  Baynes,  seconded  by  Escombe. 
Begins  : — 'Legislative  Assembly,  Natal,  desires 
to  express  its  sympaUiy  with  and  approval  of 
action  of  British  Government  in  its  endeavour 
to  secara  e^nal  r^hts  an<l  privileges  for  all 
GuFOpeans  in  South  Africa,  whereby  peace, 
prosperity,  and  termination  of  racial  animosity 
in  this  country  can  alone  be  assureci.'  Ends. 
Prime  Minister,  who  had  to  be  carried  to 
Assembly  from  his  bed,  to  which  he  has  been 
confined  by  the  result  of  an  accident  for  a 
fortnight,  strongly  supported  on  behalf  of 
(iovemment.  Resolution  carried  unanimously 
amidst  cheers." 

KINGSTOWN  HARBOUR. 
*LoRD  CLONBEOCK:  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  ask  to  what  Government  Depart- 
ment the  Kingstown  Harbour  Commis- 
sioners  and  harbour  master  are  respon- 
sible for  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and 
to  move — 

"  That  it  is  desirable  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  management  of 
Kingstown  harbour,  and  the  adequacy  of  the 
Stan  of  the  harbour  master,  and  whether  the 
lay  Board  of  Harbour  Commissioners  siiould 
have  the  power  of  reducing  that  staff  on  tlieir 
sole  authority." 

I  ask  this  question,  my  Lords,  because  it 
appears  impossible,  from  the  ordinary 
sources  of  information,  to  ascertain  to 
what  Department  the  Harbour  Commis- 
sioners belong.  Every  Department  seems 
inclined  to  disavow  any  connection  with 
Th€  Earl  of  SeJhwne. 
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the  Kingstown  Board  of  Harbour  Com- 
missioners, but  OS  they  are  a  Government 
department  and  entrusted  with  the  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  there  mtist 
be  some  Department  to  whom  they  are 
responsible,  and  to  whom  the  harbour 
master  can  appeal  for  redress  when  he  has 
been  treated,  as  I  think  I  proved  to  the 
House  on  Thursday  that  he  has  been  in 
this  case,  in  a  very  unjustifiable  manner 
by  the  Commissioners.  The  answer  which 
was  given  to  the  question  I  asked  on  Thurs- 
day appeared  to  me  so  unsatisfactory  that 
I  gave  notice  that  I  would  move  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  whole  matter.  In  saying 
that  the  answer  was  most  unsatisfactonr 
I  must,  of  course,  assure  my  noble  friend, 
Ijord  Denbigh,  who  gave  the  answer,  that 
no  reflection  is  intended  upon  him,  because 
he  only  read  a  paper  which  had  been 
placed  in  his  hands,  and  was  in  no  way 
responsible  for  the  contents  or  the  tenor 
of  the  answer.  The  more  I  look  at  the 
answer  the  more  unsatisfactory  it  appears 
to  be.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  actually 
an  answer  to  my  question  at  all.  It  states 
that  the  Commissioners  were  satisfied  that 
if  the  harbour-master  carried  out  the  in- 
stnictions  given  to  him  there  would  be  no 
danger  to  life  or  property  in  the  harbour. 
I  never  doubted  for  one  moment  that  the 
Harbour  Commia.'iioners  wore  satisfied  on 
this  point,  or  that  they  considered  them- 
selves competent  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  harbour-master  as  well  as  their 
own.  For  aught  I  know  they  may  con- 
sider themselves  competent  to  command 
the  Channel  Fleet.  But  my  question  was 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  were 
satisfied,  which  I  trust  is  a  very  different 
matter ;  whether  they  were  of  opinion 
that  due  security  was  afforded  to  vessels 
frequenting  the  harbour  when  the  harboiir 
master,  an  experienced  naval  officer,  had 
reported  that  the  stafi"  which  had  been 
given  to  him  was  absolutely  inadequate 
for  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  I  hoped 
that  the  Government  in  view  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  matter  would  not  be  con 
tent  with  the  "  ipse  dixit  "  of  a  lay  Board, 
but  would  consult  some  nautical  authority. 
The  Harbour  Commissioners,  as  the  answer 
stated,  are  undoubtedly  rosponsiUe  for 
the  management  and  control  of  the 
harbour,  and  the  harbour  master  is  bound 
to  carry  out  the  regulations  which  have 
been  made  ;  but  the  Commissioners  have 
interfered  with  the  men  under  the  harhoiir 
master,  and  given  them  separate  instruo- 
I  tion*.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  interfere 
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ynt\y  the  harbourmaster  in  all  the  details 
of  his  official  business,  and  if  they  are 
to  do  this  I  should  like  to  know  what  is 
the  good  of  having  an  experienced  naval 
officer  holding  this  post.  When  Captain  ' 
Crofton  was  appointed  by  the  then  Lord 
Lieutenant  (the  Duke  of  5larlborough),  the 
noble  Duke  made  it  a  sinf  qud  jum  that 
the  harbour-master  should  be  a  Com- 
mander in  the  Royal  Navy  of  not  less 
than  forty  years  of  age,  and  before 
making  the  appointment  he  referred 
to  the  Admiralty  for  particulars  as  to 
the  character  of  that  officer,  and  the 
appointment  was  not  given  to  him  until 
the  noble  Duke  received  a  reply  from  the 
Admiralty  stating  that  he  bore  a  very  high  ' 
character.  When  the  appointment  was 
made,  the  noble  Duke  did  not  evidently 
anticipate  that  the  harbour  master  would 
be  reduced  to  the  sulwrdinate  position  , 
in  which  it  is  now  sought  to  place  him. 
Under  former  Commissioners  he  was 
treated  as  a  nautical  adviser,  and  frequently 
consulted,  and  no  attempt  was  inade  to 
interfere  with  him  in  the  discbarge  of  his 
duties.  Now  I  come  to  what  I  consider 
the  worst  part  of  the  answer  which 
was  given  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 1 
ment  to  the  question  asked  by  me  on  ' 
Thursday,  viz.,  the  unworthy  insinuation 
thrown  out  against  the  harbour-master,  : 
that  if  he  took  a  more  active  part  in  the 
diacharee  of  his  duties  the  staff  might  be 
reduced  from  twelve  to  eleven.  The 
question  I  was  calling  attention  to  was 
ioadequacy  of  the  staff  of  boatmen. 
Is  it  intended  that  the  harbour-master 
should  pull  an  oar  in  his  boat, 
or  act  as  stoker  to  his  steam  launch  1 
If  the  answer  does  not  mean  that, 
what  does  it  mean  1  How  can  an  officer, 
by  any  increased  activity,  supply  a 
deficiency  on  his  staff  unless  he  himself 
performs  the  duties  of  the  man  who  is 
wanting  ?  It  seems  so  impossible  that  the 
Commisncmers  could  have  thus  confused 
the  duties  of  an  officer  and  a  seaman,  that 
it  looks  to  me  as  if  this  remark  was  made  in 
the  answer  in  an  outbreak  of  temper,  and 
as  if  the  Commissioners,  feeling  that  they 
were  in  the  wrong,  were  trying  to  divert 
attention  by  throwing  blame  on  somebody 
else.  Their  action  reminds  me  of  the  old 
story  of  the  instructions  given  to  counsel 
— "  We  have  no  case,  abuse  the  plaintifl's 
solicitor."  There  is  an  apparent  dis- 
crepancy between  the  numbers  I  stated 
to  the  House  on  Thursday  and  the 
numbers  given  by  the  Commissioners. 


I  was  speaking  only  of  the  staff  of  boat 
men,  and  I  stated  that  they  numbered  four, 
of  whom  only  two  could  be  on  duty  at  one 
time.  In  addition  to  the  boatmen  there 
are  two  engine-room  hands,  two  harbour 
constables,  a  night  «'atchman,  a  messenger, 
and  another  officer  who  acts  in  the  double 
capacity  oi  pier-master  and  assistant  har 
bour-master,  making  in  all  some  eleven  or 
twelve  men ;  but  ca  these  only  four  are 
boatmen,  and  only  two  are  avaibable  at 
one  time.  The  Commissioners  further  said 
that  the  harbour-master  was  instructed 
to  report  immediately  any  case  in  which 
the  authorised  staff  was  found  insufficient, 
and  that  no  case  had  been  reported ;  but 
I  must  remind  the  House  that  the  chief 

Cund  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
bour-master,  which  it  seems  impossible 
to  get  the  Board  to  reco^ise,  was 
that  the  staff  would  be  insufficient 
to  cope  with  any  emergency  caused 
by  stress  of  weather.  This  emer- 
gency has  not  occurred  yet,  but  it  is 
obvious  that  two  men  will  be  quite 
incapable  of  meeting  it  when  it  does 
occur.  I  think  a  sufficient  case  has  been 
made  out,  and  I  hope  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  grant  an  inquiry  in  some 
shape  or  form,  and  invite  the  opinion  of 
nautical  experts,  who  will  be  able  to 
pronounce  definitely  whether  the  staff  at 
the  disposal  of  the  harbour  master  is 
sufficient  or  not. 

Moved — 

"  That  it  i»  desirable  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  raanagenient  of 
Kinjestown  Harbour,  aod  the  adequacy  of  the 
staff  of  the  harbour-master,  aod  whether  the 
lay  Board  of  Harbour  Commissioners  sbonld 
have  the  power  of  reducing  tbab  staff  on  thur 
aol6  anthonty."— (The  Lord  Oonbroek.) 

The  Earl  of  CLANWILLIAM  :  I 
should  like  to  express  the  hope  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  grant  the 
inquiry  asked  for,  because  I  think  it  is 
evident  that  the  present  Harbour  Com- 
missioners, who  are  really  the  Board  of 
Worto,  have  been  exercising  a  false 
economy.  Moreover,  the  action  of  the 
Commissioners  in  approaching  the  men 
under  the  harbour-master  in  the  way 
they  have  done  is  subversive  of  all 
discipUne. 

The  LOKD  PRIVY  SEAL  (Viscount 
Cross)  :  My  Lords,  I  will  commence  by 
answering  the  question  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  asked.  The  Harbour  Com- 
missioners are  directly  under  the  control 
of  the  Treasury,  and  it  is  to  that  Depart 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1350 


Kingiiom. 


{LORDS} 


Harbour. 


1356 


ment  that  complaints  should  be  made  if 
the  Commissioners  do  anything  wrong. 
I  admit  to  the  full  the  importance  of 
Kingstown  Harbour,  and  I  am  quite 
willing  to  grant  that  when  the  harbour- 
master was  appointed  he  had  done  most 
valuable  service.  He  was  an  officer  in  the 
Navy,  and  in  that  position  acquitted  him- 
self with  great  distinction.  I  hope  I 
shall  be  able  to  persuade  the  noble  Lord 
not  to  press  his  motion.  I  am  told  by 
the  Treasury  that  it  is  unusual  to  grant  an 
inquiry  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  re^rd  to  a  Depiurtmental 
question  of  this  kind.  Oi  coiu*se, 
this  House  has  the  right  to  order  any 
inquiry  it  likes,  but  when  the  question 
is  one  of  staff,  which  involves  a  money 
transaction,  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
not  take  that  coiu-se  unless  there  are  very 
strong  reasons  for  it.  I  regret  very  much 
that  this  question  was  not  raised  on  the 
Irish  Estimates  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
as  the  Chancellor  oF  the  Exchequer  would 
have  been  present  to  uiswer  it,  and  the 
matter  could  have  been  better  argued 
than  it  canpossibly  be  in  your  Lordships' 
House.  The  question  is  really  whether 
the  staff  of  the  harbour-master  is  suffi- 
cient or  not,  and  I  quite  agree  that  when 
you  have  a  naval  officer  as  harbour- 
master— a  man  of  considerable  ability 
and  capacity — his  advice  and  opinion 
ought  to  have  ^eat  weight  with  the 
Harbour  Commissioners.  I  have  a  lot  of 
correspondence  in  my  hand  which  has 
taken  place  between  the  Harbour  Com- 
missioners and  the  authorities,  but  I 
am  not  going  to  trouble  your  Lordships 
by  reading  any  portion  of  it.  I  observe, 
however,  that  my  noble  friend  stated  that 
the  leave  of  absence  of  the  harbour- 
master had  been  curtailed.  I  have  a 
letter  which  states  that  the  question  of 
leave  of  absence  had  never  been  raised. 
Of  course,  in  making  this  statement  I  am 
repeating  information  which  has  been 
given  to  me.  There  seems  to  be  a  feeling, 
whether  right  or  wron^,  that  the  harbour- 
master has  not  been  fairly  treated  by  the 
Harbour  Commissioners,  and  there  is  also 
some  doubt  as  to  his  position.  The  Lord 
Lieutenant  has  the  appointment  of  the 
harbour-master,  who  cannot  b»  dismissed 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, but,  in  the  meantime,  he  performs 
his  duty  under  the  control  of  the  Office 
of  Works.  If  there  is  a  feeling  that  an 
inquiry  ought  to  be  made,  let  it  be  made 
by  the  proper  authorities,  and  I  may 

Fiscotaii  Cross. 


inform  the  noble  Lord  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  promised  that  he 
will  undertake  that  an  inquiry  shall  he 
held  if  it  is  the  wish  of  your  Lordships. 
I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will  be  satisfied 
with  that  assurance,  and  not  press  his 
motion. 

"Lord  CLONBROCK  :  I  should  like  to 
explain  that  in  moving  for  a  committee 
of  inquiry  I  did  not  mean  a  committee  of 
this  House.  I  had  hoped  that  the  Govern- 
ment might  see  their  way  to  appoint  an 
impartial  small  Committee,  comprising 
some  nautical  experts,  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion of  the  staff.  The  question  of  leave 
is  not  one  of  so  great  importance,  but 
the  harbour-master  informed  me  that  his 
leave  had  been  reduced  from  five  weeks  to 
four,  and  it  certainly  seems  curious  that 
the  Board  should  know  nothing  about 
it.  He  informed  me  that  the  reason  given 
for  the  reduction  was  that  ^e  length  of 
his  leave  had  been  made  to  correspond 
with  that  granted  to  other  harbour- 
masters. I  do  not  know  how  many 
harbour-masters  have  the  misfortune  to 
be  under  this  board,  but  harbours  cer- 
tainly vary  in  size,  and  there  cannot  be 
another  ot  such  importance  as  Kingstown. 
Therefore  the  comparison  between  theleave 
given  to  the  harbour-master  at  Kingstown 
and  that  given  to  the  smaller  harbour- 
masters is  not  a  fair  comparison.  It  also 
came  to  his  knowledge  that  the  leave  of 
the  harbour-master  had  been  calculated 
on  the  scale  of  pay,  and  that  he  was 
held  in  the  office  to  rank  with  a 
third-class  clerk.  This,  however,  was 
not  stated  directly  to  him.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  owners  of  ships  fre- 
quenting Kingstown  harbour  would  be 
very  apprehensive  if  they  knew  that  the 
staff  had  been  reduced  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  only  experienced  man  concerned 
— the  harbourmaster — declared  it  to  be 
insufficient,  and  especially  so  in  times  of 
emergency.  I  think  a  uiorough  inquiry 
should -be  held  into  the  matter  on  public 
grounds,  and  if  the  noble  Viscount  will 
assure  me  that  such  an  inquiry  Mrill  be 
held  I  will  not  press  my  motion. 

Viscount  CROSS  :  My  Lords,  I  can 
only  repeat  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  stated  that,  if  it  is  desired 
by  the  House,  an  inquiry  shall  be  made. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  leave,  I 
havea  letter  here,  signed  by  MnStevenson, 
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in  which  he  says  that  the  question  of  ELECTRIC   LUiHTING  PROVISK^NAL 

leave  of  absence  is  entirely  a  new  one.  ^^^^^^^^  ^^o-  i^)  BILL  [Lonls]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  (Provi- 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  with-  sional  Orders  confirmed) ;  Report  to  lie 

drawn.  upon  the  Table. 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD  (IRE-  ^            ^^'^  '^'^ 

LAND)  BILL.  morrow. 

Brought  from  the  Common*;  Read  l";  TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 

and  to  be  printed.    (Na  174.)  (N'o.  i)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Repoi-ted,  without  Amendment  (Provi- 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  (CLAUSES)  BILL,   sional  Orders  confirmed);  Report  to  lie 

_      , .  ,       ,    «  1  ,      upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Broti^ht  from  the  CommonB ;  Read  1<* ; 

to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2"  on  > 

Friday  the   28th  instant  {The  Earl  of 

Dudley).    (No.  175.) 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON  ACT  (1898) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 


Bill  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

WAKEFIELD      CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

MANCHESTER  CORPORATION  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL  [Lords]. 


Brought  from  the  Commons ;  Read  l" ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2"  To-  NORTH    EASTERN    RAILWAY  .  BILL 
morrow  {The  Lard  President  [D.  Devon- 1  [^o^"!- 
ihire]).    (No.  176.) 


Honxe  adioomed  at  five  minutes 
mat  Five  of  the  clock,  till 
To-monow  half-past  Tm  of  the 
clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  20th  July  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


GOOLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  ta 

SUNDERLAND  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  Amendments 
made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  (Provi- 
-aionaf  Orders  confirmed);  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To- 
morrow. 


WOLVERHAMPTON  TRAMWAYS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

FYLDE  WATER  BOARD  BILL  [Lonls]. 

MOSS  SIDE  TURBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

WITHIXGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

STRETFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL  (TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

HASTINGS  HARBOUR  BILL  [Lords]. 

OYSTERMOUTH  RAaWAY  OR  TRAM- 
ROAD  BILL  [Lords]. 

LEIGH  -  ON  -  SEA    URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL  [Loids]. 

GREAT    YARMOUTH    WATER  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  He  upon  the  Tables  and  to  be  printed. 


PETITIONS. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  BILL. 
Petition  from  London  and  other  places, 
for  alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN. 

Petition  from  Colne,  for  alteration  of 
law  ;  to  lie  npon  the  Table. 
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TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Petitions  against; — From  Sunderland, 
and  Halifax ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

AGRARIAN  OUTRAGES  (IRELAND.) 
Copy  presented, — of  Return  for  the 
quarter  ended  30th  June  1899  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE  (GAL WAY.) 
Copy  presented, — of  Report  of  the 
President  for  the  session  1898-9  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
of  Uth  July,  1899,  entitled  "The  China, 
Japan,  and  Corea  (Supreme  Court)  Order 
in  Council,  1899"  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  18M. 

Copy  presented,— of  Order  in  Council 
of  14th  July,  1899,  approving  certain 
bye-laws  made  by  the  Trinity  House  in 
Kingston-upon-Hull  fixing  the  rates  of 
pilotage  between  Hull  and  Goole  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council  of 
Uth  July,  1899,  sanctioning  a  reduction 
made  by  the  Trinity  House  in  Kingston- 
upon-Hidl  of  certain  buoyage  and  beacon- 
age dues  levied  by  that  Corporation 
between  Hull  and  the  sea  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 
Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council  of 
14th  Jul V,  1899,  approving  certain  Pilot- 
ago  Bye-laws  made  by  the  Carporation  of 
Bristol  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council  of 
14th  July,  1899,  approving  an  amended 
bye-law  made  by  the  Newport  (Mon.) 
Pilotage  Board,  in  lieu  of  Bye-law  No.  1 1 
of  the  bye-laws  approved  by  Order  in 
Council  of  3rd  October,  1896  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 
Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  CouDcil  of 
Uth  July,  1899,  authorising  the  increase, 


by  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
lower  grmle  clerk,  of  the  establishment 
of  the  Trinity  House  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 
Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council  of 
14th  July,  1899,  sanctioning  an  increase 
in  the  salary  paid  to  Mr.  G^i^  Napier 
M'Murdo,  a  clerk  in  the  service  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  [by  Act] 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MALTA  (POLITICAL  CONDITION). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  8th  June ;  Mr.  M'lver] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC. 
Copy  presented,  of  correspondence  re- 
lating to  the  Bioemfontein  Conference^ 
1899  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRUSTEE  SAVINGS  BANKS. 

Returns  ordered,  "(1)  from  each  sav- 
ings bank  in  England  and  Wales,  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  and  the  Channel  Islands, 
containing,  in  columns,  the  names  of  the 
officers,  their  reepective  salaries,  and  other 
allowances,  if  any ;  the  amount  of  security 
each  gives ;  the  annual  '  expenses  ot 
management,  inclusive  of  all  paymenta 
and  salaries,  for  the  year  ended  the  20th 
day  of  November,  1898  ;  the  rate  per 
centum  per  annum  on  the  capital  of  the 
bank  for  the  expenses  of  management ; 
the  rate  of  interest  paid  to  depositors  on 
the  various  amounts  of  deposit,  and 
the  average  rate  of  interest  on  all 
accounts ;  the  number  of  accounts  re- 
maining open ;  the  total  amount  owine 
to  depositors ;  the  total  amount  invested 
with  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction 
of  the  National  Debt ;  the  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasiu*er  at  the  20th  day  of 
November,  1898 ;  the  total  amount  of  the 
separate  Surplus  Fund  on  the  20th  day  of 
November,  1898 ;  other  assets,  including 
estimated  value  of  bank  premises,  furm- 
tiu%,  etc. ;  the  total  assets;  the  total 
amount  of  Government  Stock  standing  to 
the  credit  of  depositors ;  the  number  and 
amount  of  umuities  granted;  and  the 
average  cost  of  each  transaction ;  also  the 
year  in  which  bumness  commenced  in  each 
bank,  and  tlie  name  of  the  day  or  daye» 
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and  the  number  of  hours  in  the  week,  on 
which  the  hanks  are  open  for  the  deposit 
and  withdrawal  of  moneys ;  including  in 
such  Return  a  list  of  all  such  Bavings 
banks  as,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
36  Vic,  c  14,  or  otherwise,  have  been 
closed  and  have  transferred  their  funds,  or 
any  part  thereof,  to  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Banks  ;  showing,  in  each  case,  the 
numl)er  of  such  banks,  as  well  as  the 
numlwr  and  amount  of  depositors' 
accounts  so  transferred,  and  the  amount 
of  compensation,  if  any,  made  to  all  or 
any  of  the  officers  of  such  banks  respec- 
tively ;  and  showing  also  the  years  in 
whien  such  banks  were  respectively 
opened  and  closed,  and  the  number 
and  amount  of  their  depositors' 
bfjances,  and  the  number  of  days  and 
hours  in  each  week  on  which  the  same 
banks  were  open  for  public  business  at 
the  close  of  the  year  next  preceding  the 
date  of  such  closing;  distinguishing  the 
same,  as  in  the  form  of  the  return,  for 
each  separate  county,  as  well  as  collec- 
tively, for  England  and  Wales,  Scotland, 
Ireland,  and  the  Channel  Islands,  and  for 
the  United  Kingdom;  and  (2)  for  the 
year  ending  the  20th  day  of  November, 
1 898,  showing  the  total  number  of 
depositors  in  brustee  savings  banks  ; 
the  totid  number  of  deposits ;  the 
average  sums  paid  in  and  drawn  out ;  the 
total  number  of  persons  who  have  de- 
posited in  single  sums  the  entire  amount 
allowed  to  be  deposited  during  the  year 
{in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  254,  of  Session  1898)."— (5m-  John 
H^illiam  Maclvre.) 
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NORTH  ATLANTIC  WINTER 
FREEBOARD. 

Beturn  ordered,  "of  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  given  before  a  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  operation  of 
the  North  Atlantic  winter  freeboard  as 
prescribed  by  the  Load  Line  Tables,  to 
examine  the  present  mode  of  assigning 
freeboards  to  vessels  of  the  turret-deck 
type,  and  to  advise  as  to  the  extension  of 
the  present  Load  Line  Tables  for  steam 
vessels  not  having  srar  or  awning  decks 
(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  126,  Session  1899)."— (j»fr.  C.  T. 
ItUchie,) 

Return  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  T^ble,  and  to  be  printed.  [Na 

283.] 


INSTRUCTION  OF  NAVAL  OFFICERS 
I  IN  STRATEGY. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what  provi- 
sion is  made  for  the  instruction  of  naval 
officers  in  strategy  ;  and  what  means  are 
adopted  to  ascertain  whether  officers  of 

j  the  higher    ranks  have   studied  the 

I  subject. 

I    The  first  LORD  or  the  ADMIR- 

I  ALTY  (Mr.  Goschkn,  St.  George's,  Han- 
I  over  Square)  :  There  is  not  now,  nor  has 
j  there  ever  been,  an  established  school  for 
'  the  study  of  strategy  by  naval  officers  of 

■  the  higher  ranks ;  but  the  whole  educa- 
I  tion  of  the  naval  officer  from  entry  in 
I  the  Service  to  the  attaintment  of  high 
j  command  leads  him  to  this  study.  The 
[  right  hon.   Member  8i)eaks  of  strategy 

!  only.  Tactics,  or  the  science  of  disposing 
I  naval  forces  in  order  for  battle  and  <x 
'  performing  naval  evolutions,  w«  constantly 
I  taught  in  our  Fleets  and  Squadrons. 

I  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
i  Is  no  instruction  given  in  strategy  at  all  1 
I  Is  there  no  professor  of  naval  strategy  t 
,  Mr.  GOSCHEN:  Naval  officers,  when 
they  assume  high  commands,  study  this 
1  question ;  but  there  is  no  professor  of 

■  naval  strategy  to  teach  them.  I  do  not 
I  know  whether  such  a  gentleman  exists. 

'         CHIROPODY  IN  THE  ARMY. 

'     Sir  j.  COLOMB  (Yarmouth) :  I  beg  to 

■  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
1  whether,  during  the  forthcoming  military 
'  manoeuvres  in  Jingland  and  Ireland,  any 

steps  will  be  taken  to  employ  chiropodistB 
with  the  infantry  brigades  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  to  soldiers'  feet,  and  with  a 
view  to  furnishing  independent  reports  aa 
to  the  shoeing  of  infantry,  and  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  permanent 
system  o(  efficient  regimental  chiropodist* 
for  service  with  infantry  battalions. 

•The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wtndham, 
Dover)  :  This  matter  has  been  under  the 
careful  consideration  of  the  military 
authorities.  As  an  experiment,  some 
men  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps 
were  last  year  instructed  in  chiropody^ 
and  a  class  for  a  certain  number  of  non- 
commissioned officers  was  subsequently 
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fonned  at  Aldershot.  The  experiment 
was  SHCcesaful,  and  its  extension  is  under 
•consideration.  But  it  would  obviously 
be  impossible  to  provide  trained  men  for 
the  manceuvres  this  year. 

THE  ESQUIMALT  COMMAND-MAJOH 
GRANT. 

Sir  J.  COLOMB :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  before  conferring  local  rank  on 
a  junior  officer  of  Royal  Engineers  serving 
in  garrison  at  Esquimalt,  thereby  putting 
him  over  the  head  of  his  senior  belonging 
to  another  arm  of  the  Service,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  was  made  aware  of 
the  fact  that  during  the  preceding  period  of 
nearly  five  years,  dating  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  garrison,  the  command 
was  held  only  for  an  interval  of  about 
one  year  by  a  Koyal  Engineer  oflScer ; 
and  whether  he  adheres  to  his  statement 
that  the  local  rank  in  question  was  con- 
ferred because  a  Boyal  Engineer  had 
heretofore  been  in  command  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
proposes  in  future  to  exclude  officers  of 
other  arms  of  the  Service  from  command 
«f  garrisons  at  Esquimalt  and  elsewhere, 
hy  conferring  local  rank  on  junior  Boyal 
Engineer  officers  in  such  garrisons  when- 
ever it  can  be  shown  that  a  Royal 
Engineer  officer  has,  by  the  accident  of 
relative  seniority,  once  previously  held 
the  command. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  length  of  time 
during  which  Lieutenant  Colonel  Muir- 
head  commanded  at  Esquimalt  in 
no  way  influenced  the  selection  of 
Major  Grant  as  his  successor  in  that  com- 
mand. He  was  selected  because  it  was 
considered  desirable  that  the  command 
should  be  held  by  an  officer  of  Koyai 
Engineers.  There  is  no  rule,  and 
future  cases  will  be  judged  on  their 
merits. 

Sir  J.  COLOMB :  If  it  was  decided 
that  this  was  to  be  an  Engineer's  com- 
mand, why  was  not  an  officer  of  superior 
rankdhosen? 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  answered 
-several  questions  on  this  subject.  As  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  knows,  impor- 
tant works  are  in  course  of  construction, 
jind  while  that  is  so  it  is  considered  the 
^^ommand  should  be  held  by  an  officer  of 
the  Royal  Engineers.  That  determination 
liaving  been  come  to,  we  had  to  send  an 


officer  of  that  corps.  We  have  not  many 
at  our  disposal  at  any  time,  but  we  choee 
the  one  wo  thought  suited  for  the  com- 
mand and  gave  him  local  rank  so  as  to 
make  him  senior  at  the  place. 

MARK   IV.  CARTRIDGE. 

Coi/3NELDENNY(KilmamockBurgh8): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  any  further  experiments  have 
been  made  with  Mark  IV.  cartridge  ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  the  result  has  been  to  cause 
any  change  in  the  manufacture. 

*Mr.  ^VYNDHAM:  Further  experi- 
ments have  been  made,  with  the  result 
I  that  the  few  cases  of  *'  stripping  "  which 
'  have  taken  place  are  attributed  to  the 
i  softness  of  the  metal  of  which  the  bullet 
!  is  made,  and  to  imperfect  cleaning  oi  the 
rifle.    To  remove  all  motalUc  fouling  the 
.  double  pull-through  must  be  constantly 
i  employed.    When  this  is  done  no  diffi- 
]  culties  arise.    620,000  rounds  have  been 
fired  in  testing  the  ammunition  without  a 
i  single  accident,  and,  as  I  stated,  tbiit 
i  ammunition  was  used  at  the  battle  of 
,  Onidurman.  A  bullet  of  somewhat  harder 
material  is  now  being  manufactured. 

!  CANTEEN  AND  MESS  CO-OPERATIVE 
I  SOCIETY. 

I    Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
I  the   Financial   Secretary  to  the  War 
j  Office  if  hfi  has  received  a  copy  of  a 
!  memorial  addressed  to  General  Sir  Robert 
'  Biddulph,  R.A.,  in  reference  to  the  con- 
tract for  supplies  to  the  Army  Service 
j  Corps  canteen  at  Gibraltar  ;  whether  the 
j  Captain  King  mentioned  therein  is  an 
officer  on  the  head-quarter  staff  of  the 
:  Army  for  supply  inspection  ;  and,  if  so, 
j  whether  he  has  received  the  sanction  of 
I  his  superiors  at  the  War  Office  in  can- 
I  vftssing  business  for  the  Canteen  and  Mess 
I  Co-operative    Society,    Limited ;  and 
I  whether  it  was  Captain  Kind's  duty  to 
}  have  made  his  report  relative  to  the 
j  Army  Service  Corps  canteen  at  Gibraltar 
I  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  there,  leaving 
I  it  to  his  Excellency  to  take  such  steps  as 
he  might  think  necessary  after  investigate 
ing  the  report. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OI-TICE  (Mr.  J.  Powkll 
Wilua:us,  Binningham,  S.) :  ,  The  only 
copy  of  the  memorial  received  at'the  War 
Office  13  that  forwarded  by  the  hon. 
Member.  The  Captain  King  referred  to 
in  the  memorial  is  an  officer  on  the  supply 
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inspection  staff  at  Woolwich.  He  is  not 
autborised  to  canvass  for  any  particular 
source  of  supply,  nor  does  he  do  so. 
Captain  Kin^  made  his  report  in  duplicate, 
one  fxupY  gomg  to  the  general  command- 
ing on  the  spot,  the  other  to  the  War 
Office,  so  that  either  authority  can  take 
any  steps  considered  necessary.  The 
reports  show  that  the  memorialist  has 
sold  margarine,  calling  it  butter,  and  that 
his  prices  generally  were  high,  whilst  the 
articles  supplied  were  inferior  in  quality. 

BARRAKUR  IROX  COMPANY'S 
AGREEMENT. 

iMr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  paragraph 
on  page  126  of  East  India  (Pn^^ss  and 
Condition),  published  7th  June,  1899,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  the  Barrakur  Iron 
Company  have  agreed  to  supply  the 
Indian  Govemment  with  10,000  tons  of 
castings  and  pig  iron  yearly  for  10  years  ; 
that  the  company  is  in  a  condition  to 
increase  their  output  from  30,000  to 
50,000  tons  a  year  when  they  see  an 
outlet ;  and  that  the  quality  is  uniform 
and  equal  to  Aliddlesbrough  iron ;  has 
his  attention  been  called  to  a  statement 
by  the  chairman  of  the  company  at  its 
annual  meeting  in  London,  to  the  effect 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  movements  of 
markets  and  exchange,  this  iron  has  to  be 
supplied  under  a  reduction  in  price  below 
the  average  of  English  prices,  which  prac- 
ticalij'^  amounts  to  a  protective  duty  in 
favour  of  English  or  Continental  iron ; 
and  is  it  the  invariable  practice  of  the 
Indian  Govemment  to  treat  all  Indian 
manufacturers  on  absolutely  equal  terms 
with  British  or  Continental  manufacturers, 
as  ordered  by  paragraph  28  of  Resolution 
186,  January,  1883 ;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
explain  on  what  grounds. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :.  My  right 
ton.  friend  the  Secretary  for  India  has 
requested  me  to  answer  this  question  in 
his  absence.  In  1896  the  Government  of 
India,  being  desirous  of  assisting  the 
Barrakur  Iron  Company,  offered  to  place 
with  them  a  contract  for  the  supply  of 
10,000  tons  of  iron  annually  at  a  price 
5  per  cent,  below  that  at  which  materials 
of  similar  quality  could  then  be  obtained 
from  England,  the  contract  to  be  in  force 
for  ten  years.  This  offer  was  gratefully 
accepted  by  the  company,  as  the  terms 


were  such  as  to  give  them  at  that  time  a 
fair  margin  of  profit,  and  the  certainty  of 
steady  employment  for  the  next  ten  years. 
I  am  not  aware  whether  the  agreement 
has  so  far  turned  out  advantageously  for 
the  company  or  not,  but  I  consider  that 
it  was  a  reasonable  and  pnmer  agreement 
for  the  Government  of  India  to  make  at 
the  time  when  they  made  it ;  and,  as  I 
have  said,  it  was  then  regarded  by  the 
company  as  a  veiy  acceptable  arrange- 
ment. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILS  OF  INDIA. 

Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  whether  he  can  state  the  relative 
number  of  native-born  and  British-bom 
subjects  holding  seats  upon  the  Governor 
General's  Executive  Council  in  India,  the 
Viceroy's  Council  when  it  meets  for  pur- 

{)08e8  of  legislation,  and  the  various 
egislative  councils  in  provinces  which 
meet  under  the  presidency  of  governors 
and  lieutenant-governors  ; .  whether  these 
native-born  members  are  elected  direct 
by  the  people  or  are  nominated  by  the 
Government ;  and  if  he  can  see  his  way 
to  introduce  legislation  with  the  object  of 
making  all  the  legislative  councils  of 
India  elective,  and  of  extending  a  fran- 
chise for  that  purpose  to  all  British  sub- 
jects, native  or  foreign  born,  w^ho  are 
taxed  for  the  necessities  of  Indian  Govem- 
ment. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton): All  the  seven  members  of  the 
Govemor-General's  Executive  Council  are 
British  bom  subjects.  Of  the  Legislative 
Council,  which  at  present  numbers  twenty- 
one  members,  seven  are  natives  of  India. 
In  the  Madras  Legislative  Council  ten  out 
of  twenty-three  members  are  natives  of 
India,  in  Bombay  twelve  out  of  twenty- 
three,  in  Bengal  ten  out  of  nineteen,  in 
the  N.W.P.  and  Oudh  Council  six  out  of 
fifteen,  in  the  Punjab  four  out  of  nine, 
and  in  Burma  two  out  of  nine.  All  the 
members  of  these  councils  are  nominated 
by  the  Government,  but  in  e^  ery  case 
except  those  of  Burma  and  the  Punjab  a 
proportion  of  the  seats  is  filled  as  a  matter 
of  practice  on  the  recommendation  of  cer- 
tain public  bodies.  I  cannot  say  that  I 
am  prepared  to  introduce  legi.slation  for 
the  purpose  of  having  all  the  various 
Indian  Councils  elected  by  universal 
^  suffrage. 
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INDIAN  SECTION  OF  THE  IMPERIAL 

institute. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOTOAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to 
jiak  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  Report  of  the  working  of 
the  Indian  Bection  of  the  Imperial  In- 
stitute for  the  year  ending  31st  March 
last  is  prepared  and  submitted  to  Urn  ; 
whether  that  Report,  as  well  as  those  for 
the  preceding  two  years,  embodies  the 
results  obtained  in  the  scientific  investi- 
gations of  selected  natxuul  products  from 
India ;  and  whether  in  view  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  industrial  utilisation  of 
those  results  and  of  promoting  manu- 
facture from  the  raw  products  of  India, 
he  will  place  those  Reports  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Urd  G.  Ham- 
ilton) :  The  Report  for  1898-9  has  been 
received ;  it  contains  accounts  of  scientific 
investigations  of  Indian  products,  as  do 
also  the  two  preceding  Reports;  120 
copies  of  each  Report  have  been  sent  to 
the  Grovemment  oi  India.  The  Secretary 
of  State  will  be  glad  to  lay  copies  of  the 
three  Reports  on  the  Table  on  my  hon. 
friend's  moving  for  them  ;  but  he  would 
in  that  case  propose  that  only  those  parts 
which  are  likely  to  be  of  pennanent  in- 
terest should  be  reprinted. 


punjaub  frontier-disarmament  ; 

OF  PATHANS. 

Mr.  HEDDEEWICK  (Wick  Burghs) :  j 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  i 
India  when  the  order  for  the  partial  dis-  j 
armament  of  the  Pathans  on  the  Punjaub  j 
Frontier  came  into  operation ;  what  is 
the  area  to  which  it  applies ;  and,  whether  | 
any  robberies  of  arms  from  and  murderous 
assaults  upon  Her  Majesty's  troops  within  \ 
the  area  afieoted  have  taken  place  since 
the  order  became  operative.  [ 

Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Lord  G.  Hamil-  | 
ton)  :  On  the  6th  of  May,  1899,  the ! 
Government  of  the  Punjaub,  with  the  j 
sanction  of  the  (]k>vernment  of  India, 
extended  Section  15  of  the  Arms  Act  | 
XI.,  1878,  to  the  Hazara,  Peshawur,  and  i 
Kohat  Districts.  By  this  extension  no 
person  can  have  in  his  possession  arms  { 
except  under  a  licence.  The  area  of  the  ! 
three  districts  is  8,206  square  miles,  I  I 
ha^'e  received  no  information  on  the  | 
subject  of  the  third  question.  i 


CAMP  FOLLOWERS  IN  INDIAN 
CAMPAIGNS. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  oi  State  for 
India  whether  it  has  been  brought  to  his 
notice  that  the  camp  followers  of  the 
different  regiments  engaged  in  recent 
campaigns  on  the  Indian  frontier  were 
called  upon  to  give  up  the  warm  clothing 
supplied  to  them  at  the  commencement  of 
the  operations  ;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
these  gaiments  when  collected  and  sold 
did  not  .realise  more  than  a  few  pence 
each,  he  will  consider  the  advisability  in 
the  future  of  allowing  the  wearers  to  be- 
come the  owners  of  the  garments. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton) :  No  information  in  regard  to  the 
disposal  of  the  extra  clothing  issued  to 
followers  in  the  recent  campaigns  on  the 
North-West  frontier  of  India  has  been 
received  by  me,  but  a  reference  on  the 
subject  will  be  made  to  the  Government 
of  uidia. 

EGYPTIAN  LIGHTHOUSES. 
Sir  T.  SUTHERLAND  (Greenock) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  can  state 
approximately  the  present  annual  nett 
revenue  of  the  Egyptian  lighthouses  after 
allowing  for  current  expenditure,  and  also 
the  total  amount  of  tiie  balance  now 
accumulated  to  the  credit  of  this  fund ; 
and,  what  prospect  there  may  be  of  the 
balance  thus  obtained  being  devoted  to 
the  constniction  at  an  early  date  of  the 
long  desired  lighthouses  for  the  southern 
portion  of  the  Red  Sea. 

Mr.  BRODRICK ;  The  average  annual 
nett  income  of  the  Egyptian  Lighthouse 
Administration,  after  oTeduoting  expendi- 
ture, amounts  to  £46,000  Egy^ian.  Hie 
sum  accumulated  for  the  construction  of 
Red  Sea  lights  now  amounts  to  £73,000 
Egyptian.  As  I  stated  on  the  1 1th 
iiltimo,  in  answer  to  a  question  in  this 
House,  the  Porte  has  now  arranged  for 
the  construction  of  the  four  most  needed 
lights  in  the  Red  Sea,  and  under  these 
circumstances  the  eventual  destination  oi 
the  sum  accumulated  will  remain  a  matter 
for  future  consideration. 

BRITISH  CONSUL  AT  CAGLIARI. 

Mk.  moon  (St.  Paneraa,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  post  of  British  Consol  at  Gagliari  has. 
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been  recently  filled  by  the  iippointment  of 
an  Italian  subject,  and  whether,  amongst 
<he  applicants  for  the  puiit,  there  was  an 
Engbshman  who  had  been  for  some  years 
an  officer  in  one  of  Her  Majesty's  regi- 
ments, has  a  considerable  knowledge  of 
Cagliari  and  of  the  Island  of  Sardinia, 
ana  was  otherwise  well  qualified. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  Consulate  at 
Cagliari,  an  unsalaried  appointment,  was 
recently  conferred  upon  Mr.  ii.  H.  Peniis, 
on  the  recommendation  of  Her  Majesty's 
AmtMUsador  at  Rome ;  and  on  the  receipt 
of  a  memorial  in  his  favour  signed  by 
Kitish  residents  and  representatives  of 
British  firms  in  Sardinia,  Mr.  Fernis  was 
appointed  Vice-Consul  in  1892,  and  was 
reported  as  well  qualified  for  the  post  of 
Consul.  An  application  (no  douljt  from 
the  gentleman  alluded  to  in  the  r(ne3tion), 
not  Tor  the  Consulate,  but  for  the  post  of 
Vice-Consul,  had  reached  the  Foreign 
Office  through  the  Board  of  Trade,  to 
whom  it  was  addressed.  The  Vice-Con- 
sulate was  not  at  the  time  vacant,  and  the 
^plicant  was  so  informed.  He  subse- 
quently wrote  to  say  that  he  had  applied 
for  the  Vice-Consulate  by  inadvertence, 
and  that  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Con- 
sulship. The  latter  had,  however,  in  the 
meantime  already  been  conferred  on  Mr. 
Pemis. 

THE  WAIMA  INCIDENT. 

Mr.  bill  (Staffordshire,  Leek) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  come  to  any  decision 
on  the  question  of  giving  some  temporaiy 
pecuniary  assistance  to  the  families  of  the 
British  officers  and  men  killed  at  Waima 
in  December,  1893,  pending  the  residt  of 
the  arbitration  proceedings  with  the 
French  Gtovemment,  in  accowlance  with 
the  answers  given  in  this  House  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  on  the 
6th  May,  1898,  and  by  the  late  Under 
Secretaiy  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  on 
the  28th  June  and  28th  July  of  the  same 
year. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK:  I  beg  at  the 
same  time  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether,  in  view 
of  a  settlement  by  France,  Her  Majestj-'s 
Government  have  yet  considered  the  ques- 
tion of  making  some  advance  to  the  sur- 
viving relatives  (rf  the  officers  and  men 
who  Tost  their  Hres  at  Waima  some  five 
years  ago. 


;  Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Her  Majesty's 
'  Government  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  French  Government  will  consent  to 
refer  this  matter  to  arbitration.  When 
this  consent  has  l)een  obtained  they  will 
consider  the  question  of  an  advance  to  the 
surrirors.  Meanwhile,  in  considering 
these  claims  Her  Majesty's  Government 
cannot  forget  that  the  relatives  ni  officers 
killed  in  action  with  an  enemy  suffer 
equally  with  the  relatives  of  these  officers, 
and  have  no  claim  to  compensation  beyond 
the  pensions  provided  in  the  waixants,  to 
which  the  relatives  of  these  officers  are 
equally  entitled. 

BURMESE  EXTENSION  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  J.  H.  ROBERTS  (Denbighshire, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
Government  have  yet  received  any  official 
report  in  reference  to  the  survey  of  the 
projected  Burmese  Extension  Railway,  to 
connect  the  Burmese  Railway  when  it 
reaches  the  Chinese  frontier  with  the 
capital  of  Yunnan ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
wul  indicate  the  nature  of  the  report. 

Mr,  BRODRICK:  The  reports  of 
the  officers  engaged  on  the  recent  survey 
will  be  addressed  to  the  Yunnan  Company, 
by  whom  they  were  employed.  Most  of 
them  have  now,  I  understand,  either  re- 
turned or  are  on  their  way  home,  and  luitil 
their  final  reports  are  received  the  com- 
pany will  not  be  in  a  position  to  come  to 
a  definite  opinion  in  regard  to  the  trace  of 
such  a  railway. 

BRITISH  INDIANS  IN  NATAL. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) ;  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Ojlonies 
whether  he  is  aware  that  there  are  50,000 
British  subjects  from  India  in  the  Colony 
of  Natal  who  are  denied  the  franchise  and 
have  no  share  in  the  government  of  the 
colony ;  whether  the  children  of  these 
people  are  to  a  large  extent  excluded  from 
the  Government  schools  i  and  whether  he 
has  taken,  or  proposes  to  take,  any  steps 
to  inast  on  the  franchise  being  granted  in 
Natal  to  these  British  subiects 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fok 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.):  (1)  By  the  law  of 
Natal  (No.  8  of  1896)  natives  of  countries 
which  have  not  possessed  elective  repre- 
sentative institutions  founded  on  the 
Pariiamentary  franchise  are  not  entitled 
to  the  franchise  unless  they  obtain  an 
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order  from  the  Governor  in  Council  ex- 
empting them  from  the  operation  of  the 
Act,  and  British  Indians  are  embraced  in 
this  cat^ory.  (2)  There  is  no  rule,  I 
understand,  exclumng  Indians  from  Go- 
vernment schools.  The  Government 
supports  spedal  schools  for  Indians  in 
centres  where  there  is  any  considerable 
population.  (3)  The  answer  is  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Goloniea  whether 
British  subjects  from  India  settling  in 
Natal  are  as  such  entitled  to  the  franchbe 
and  are  allowed  to  exercise  it ;  if  he  can 
state  approximately  the  proportion  of  the 
50,000  Indian  British  subjects  in  the 
colony  who  are  thus  privile|^ ;  whether 
any  provision  ia  made  by  the  laws  of  t^e 
colony  for  the  education  of  these  subjects 
in*  their  own  language ;  and  if  he  can 
state  how  mudi  of  we  taxes,  to  which 
these  people  contribute,  is  devoted  to  l^s 
purpose. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  (1)  I  have 
already  given  the  answer  in  reply  to  the 
question  put  to  me  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mayo,  E.  (2)  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
exact  number,  but  it  is  small.  (3)  I 
believe  not,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
demand  for  such  instruction  of  Indians, 
but  in  the  n>ecial  schools  for  Indian 
children^  numbering  about  thirty,  which 
receive  grants  from  the  Government,  a 
number  of  Indian  teachers  are  employed. 
(4)  The  Grovemment  grant-in-aid  of 
Indian  schools  for  the  last  finuidal  year 
was  £2,200. 

ASIATIC   LABOUK   IN  BRITISH 
COLUMBU. 

Mr.  DAVITT :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
his  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
probable  injury  to  white  labour  interests 
in  the  mining  industry  of  British  Columbia 
through  the  disallowance,  for  Imperial 
reasons,  of  the  law  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  colony  prohibiting  the  intro- 
duction of  Asiatic  labour;  whether  this 
Asiatic  labour  is  in  any  sense  free  labour ; 
and,  whether,  as  the  action  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  British  Columbia  in  trying  to  safe- 
guard the  working  population  of  the 
colony  from  labour  competition  has  been 
arrested  in  the  interests  of  an  Imperial 
policy,  some  steps  will  be  taken  to  give 
protection  to  the  white  wage-eaniing 


classes  of  this  colony  against  too  large  an 
influx  of  cheap  Asiatic  workers. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  laws  of 
British  Columbia  prohibiting  the  employ- 
ment of  Japanese  labourers,  which  nave 
been  recently  disallowed,  were  no  doubt 
enacted  with  the  object  of  preventing 
competition  with  white  labourers  by  an 
excessive  influx  of  Japanese  labour.  So 
far  as  I  know  Japanese  labour  in  British 
Columbia  is  in  every  sense  free.  Her 
Majesty's  Grovemment  have  pointed  oat 
that  if  there  is  any  real  prospect  of  a  large 
influx  of  Jiqtanese  labourers  into  Canraa 
the  question  might  be  dealt  witii  by 
legislation  of  the  I>omini(m  PUrliament^ 
similar  to  that  which  has  been  adopted  in 
Natal  and  in  some  of  the  Austnliaa 
Colonies. 

SIERRA   LEONE  TROUBLES. 

Mr.  HEDDERWIOK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
when  the  R^rt  of  the  High  Commis- 
sioner, Sir  David  Chalmers^  upon  the 
troubles  in  the  hinterland  c/t  Siena  Leone 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  Papers 
have  been  laid,  and  I  am  informed  that 
the  printers  will  deliver  the  Repent  in 

the  course  of  next  week. 

TRANSVAAL  AFFAIRS. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Bui^hs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whMher 
there  is  o£Soial  confirmation  for  the  state- 
ment that  on  Tuesday  last  the  Volksraad 
of  the  South  African  Republic  adopted* 
with  President  Kruger's  approval,  a  seven 
years'  prospective  and  retrospective  fran- 
chise for  Uitlanders ;  and  whether  he  has 
any  statement  to  make  to  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  YestenJay 
I  received  the  following  telegram  ht>m 
Sir  A.  Milner : 

"  lOth  Jnly.  BritiAh  Ajcoit  South  Africair 
Republic  reports  Article  IV.  of  Franchise  Law 
pawed  by  twenty 'two  votes  to  five  with  follow- 
iDg  altemtions in  Clause  1,  \\z.,  the  words  'at 
least  Reven  *  are  Anbstitated  for  *  nine '  and  thib 
words  from  *  or  five  years '  to  end  of  claoBtt 
are  deleted.  TliiB  has  effect  of  Tnnking 
residental  <iiialifiration  for  franchise  seven 
years  retrospective." 

I  have  no  oflicial  information  as  to 
redistribution,  but  it  has  been  stated  tiiat 
the  Uovenunent  of  the  South  African 
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Republic  proposes  to  give  seven  new  seats 
to  the  districts  chiefly  inhabiterl  by  aliens. 
If  this  report  is  confirmed,  this  important 
change  in  the  proposals  of  President 
Kruger,  coupled  with  previous  amend- 
ments, leads  the  Government  to  hope  that 
the  new  law  may  prove  to  be  a  basis  of 
settlement  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  Sir  A. 
Milner      the  Bloemfontoin  Comerence. 
They  observe,  however,  that  the  Volknraad 
have  still  retained  a  number  of  conditions 
which  might  be  bo  interpreted  as  to  pre- 
clude those   otherwise   qualified  from 
acquiring  the  franchise  and  might  there- 
fore be  used  to  take  away  with  one  hand 
what  has  been  given  with  the  other.  The 
provision  that   the    alien  desirous  of 
burghership  shall  produce  a  certificate  of 
continuous  registration  during  the  period 
required  for  naturalisation  is  an  instance 
of  this,  for  it  has  been  stated  that  the  law 
of  registration  has  been  allowed  to  faW 
into  desuetude  and  that  but  few  aliens, 
however  long  resident  in,,  the  country,  have 
been  continuously  registered.    It  would 
also  be  easy  by  subsequent  legislation  to 
alter  the  whole  character  of  the  con- 
cessions now  made,  but  Her  Majesty's 
Government    feel     assured     that  the 
President,  having  accepted  the  principle 
for  which  they  nave  contended,  will  be 
prepared  to  reconsider  any  detail  of  his 
schemes  which  can  be  shown  to  be  a 
possible  hindrance  to  the  full  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object  in  view  and  that  he 
will  not  ^low  them  to  be  nullified  or 
reduced  in  value  by  any  subsequent 
alterations    of    the     law  or   acts  of 
administration.    I    may    add    that  I 
received  last  night  the  following  tel^nun 
from  the  Governor  of  Natal : 

"  10th  July.  Resolution  proposed  to-daj  in 
Asramblyby  Baynes,  secondea  by  Escombe: 
Begins :  Legislative  Assembly  Natal  dmiree  to 
express  its  sympathy  witli  and  approval  of 
action  of  BritLsh  Goverament  in  its  endeavour 
to  secure  et^ual  rights  and  privil^es  for  all 
Europeans  m  South  Africa  wh^^y  peace, 
prosperity,  and  termination  of  racial  animosity 
n  this  conntry  can  alone  be  assured.  Ends  : 
Prime  Minister,  who  had  to  be  carried  to 
Ajwtembly  from  his  bed,  to  which  he  has  been 
confined  by  result  of  an  accident  for  a  fort- 
night, strongly  sapported  on  behalf  of 
Government.  Resolntion  carried  nnanimonsly 
amid.<4t  cheer>»." 


DUBLIN   EXCISE  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  D.  SULLIVAN  {Westmeath,  S.) : 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
'  Louth,  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
£Ixchequer  will  he  explain  why,  notwith- 
standing the  assurance  given  by  him  on 
the  16tn  March  last  th&t  the  Board  (rf 
Inland  Kevenue  had   no   intention  of 
I  replacing   firat-class  officers  in  Dublin 
j  excise  warehouses  by  assistants,  on  the 
,  first  vacancy  that  occurred,  a  first-class- 
officer  in  Dublin  18th  Station  has  been 
<  replaced  by  an  assistant ;  and  was  the 
recent  appointment  of  a  first-class  officer- 
to  that  station  subsequently  cancelled  by 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue. 

The  chancellor  op  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks -Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  facts  as  stated  in  the 
question  are  correct,  but  the  answer 
given  on  the  16th  of  March  last  must- 
have  been  misunderstood.  It  had  refe- 
rence to  a  scheme  by  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  abolish  first-class  officers  in 
Dublin,  and  supply  their  places  with, 
assistants  of  Excise.  After  consideration^ 
this  scheme  was  rejected.  It  would  be 
quite  impossible  for  the  Board  to  ^ve  an 
undertaking  not  to  substitute  junior  for 
senior  officers,  or  vice  versA,  in  Dublin  or 
elsewhere,  as  occasion  requires.  This  is 
constantly  being  done  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  service  or  the  fluctuating: 
conditions  of  trade. 

AUSTRALIAN   SOVEREIGNS  AT  THE'. 
MINT. 

Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  the  suggestion  of  the  Sydney 
bankers,  referreoto  at  pwe  28  of  tlie 
recently  published  Annual  Report  of  the 
Master  of  the  Mint,  that  a  gold  trade- 
in^ot  should  be  issued  from  the  Royal 
Mint  in  order  to  stop  the  wasteful 
practice  of  melting  down  Australian  coined 
sovereigns,  has  yet  been  carried  into 
effect. 

SirM.  HICKS-BEACH:  lam  await- 
ing reports  which  have  been  called  for 
from  the  branch  mints  in  Australia  before 
coming  to  a  decision  upon  the  subject  of 

this  suggestion. 


Mr.  DAVITT:  May  I  ask  when 
additional  Papers  will  be  presented  ? 


LIPTROT  CHARITY,  RUNCORN. 

Sir   JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Mk.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  Bloem-  i  Northwichj  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Member 
fontein  Papers  are  laid  on  the  Table  for  the  Tnirsk  and  Malton  Division  as 
to-day.  I  representing   the    Charity  Commission 
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■whether  he  will  request  the  trustees  of  the  I 
Liptrot  Charity  in  the  township  of  Hun- ' 
«orn,  No.  990,  in  the  books  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners  to  fulfil  their  statutory 
duty  by  sending  copies  of  their  three  last 
yearly  statements  of  accounts  to  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Runcorn. 

The  parliamentary  CHARITY 
COMMISSIONER  {Mr.  Grant  Lawson, 
Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk)  :  The  statutory 
obligation  of  the  trustees  of  the  Liptrot 
Charity  in  respect  of  rendering  accounts 
to  locsi  authonties  is  confined,  as  regards 
non-ecclesiastical  charities,  to  annually 
laying  accounts  before  the  parish  meeting 
of  any  rural  parish  affected  by  those 
accounts.  In  the  case  of  ecclesiastical 
charities  these  accounts  are  to  be  ren- 
dered to  the  vestry.  The  Runcorn 
Urban  District  Council  have  obtained 
under  Section  33  (1)  of  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Act,  1894,  the  powers  of  the  parish 
council;  but,  inasmuch  as  those  powers  do 
not  include  the  powers  of  a  parish  meet- 
ing, the  Urban  District  Council  have  not 
acquired  the  right  of  requiring  accounts 
from  the  trustees  of  the  charity.  Copies 
of  the  accounts  of  the  charity  can  be  ob- 
tained by  the  Urban  District  Council 
from  the  office  of  the  Churity  Commis- 
sioners on  payment^  of  the  charge  of 
copying. 


Returns  of  this  kind  cannot  be  obtained 
from  employers  unless  they  are  required 
by  law  to  make  them,  it  would  at  the 
same  time  fail  to  secure  complete  or 
accurate  results.  I  entirely  agree  with 
the  object  of  my  hon.  friend. 

TODMORDEN  BOYS'  CONVICTION. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY 
(Yorkshire,  Shipley) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  sentence  passed  on  the  llth 
instant  by  the  justices  sitting  at  Tod- 
morden  upon  two  youths  of  one  calendar 
month's  imprisonment  with  hard  labour, 
without  the  option  of  a  fine,  upon  a  con- 
viction for  stealing  sooseberies  worth  four- 
pence;  whether  Ins  attention  has  also 
been  called  to  the  statement  of  the 
police  superintendent  concerned  in  the 
case  that  nothing  was  previously  known 
against  the  accused ;  and,  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  he  will  order  the  immediate  release 
of  the  prisoners. 


WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILSON  (Worcestershire, 
"N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  in  the  great  majority 
of  accidents  included  under  the  Act  of 
1 897  compensation  is  being  paid  by  em- 
ployers without  recourse  to  a  county 
court  or  arbitrator,  and  that  it  conse- 
quently goes  imrecorded,  he  will  consider 
if  it  may  be  possible  to  obtain  through 
the  &etoFy  inspectors,  who  already  receive 
notice  of  all  serious  accidents,  a  quarterly 
or  annual  Return  from  enmloyers  of  the 
total  sums  so  paid,  and  the  duration  of 
each  such  case  <rf  acddoit  for  statistical 
purposes. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
I  am  afraid  that  this  suggestion  cannot  be 
carried  out  satisfactorily.  An  attempt  to 
collect  the  statistics  indicated  woold 
seriously  impede  the  work  tA  the  factory 
inspectors,  and  as  experience  shows  that 


Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  I  have 
made  inquiries  into  this  case.  There 
seems  to  be  nothing  known  again^«t  the 
prisonei-s  previously ;  but  as  they  are 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  the  olfence 
of  robbing  gardens  appears  to  have  been 
prevalent  in  the  neighbourhood,  I  am  not 

frepared  to  order  their  immediate  release, 
will,  however,  consider  whether  a  sub- 
I  stantial  reduction  may  not  be  made  on 
account  of  the  facts  above  stated. 

FATALITY   AT    CAMMELL'S  WORKS. 
SHEFFIELD. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  case  George 
Burnam,  who '  recently  received  fatal 
injuries  while  shifting  a  bogie  along  some 
rails  at  Messrs.  Cammeli's  works,  Shrf- 
field ;  and,  whether,  in  view  of  the  rider 
added  by  the  coroner's  jury  to  their  ver- 
dict of  accidental  death,  which  was  to  the 
effect  that  there  was  not  sufficient  room 
at  the  sides  of  the  line  for  the  men  to 
work  in  safety,  he  will  otmsider  the 
advisability  of  issuing  at  an  early  date 
^Mcial  rules  embodying  the  recommendar 
tions  of  (be  Dangerous  Trades  Committee, 
which  apply  to  the  use  of  locranotives  in 
faofemies. 
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Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY:  I  am 
making  inquiries  into  the  case  referred  to. 
As  regards  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
question,  the  dangers  attending  the  use  of 
locomotives  in  factories  seem  to  be  closely 
connected  \vith  the  questions  which  have 
been  referred  to  the  Koyal  Commission 
on  Accidents  to  the  Servants  of  Railway 
Companies  and  Truck  Owners,  and  I  must 
await  the  Report  of  the  Commission 
before  deciding  as  to  the  issue  of  special 
rules  on  the  subject.  In  the  meantime 
the  factory  inspectors  will  do  their  best 
to  secure  improvement  of  the  conditions 
where  poasible. 

PATERSON  V.  THE  DONEGAL  FISHING 
COMPANY. 

Mr.  TENNANT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  can  yet  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  Crown  Solicitor 
failed  to  give  the  statutory  notice  to  the 
respondents  in  the  recent  appeal  case  in 
Dublin^  Faterson  v,  the  Donegal  Fishing 
Company. 

Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  fulure  to  give  the  statu- 
tory notice  was  due  to  regrettable  neglect 
to  carry  out  inatruetions. 

IRISH  HISTORY  IN  SCOTTISH 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lorf 

Advocate  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 
recommend  the  teaching  of  Irish  history 
in  the  public  schools  of  Scotland  in  addi- 
tion to  that  of  English  and  Scotch  his- 
tory ;  and,  if  not  in  all  public  schools,  in 
those  mainly  attended  by  the  children  of 
Irish  parentage. 

*Thb  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,    Buteshire) :  The 

choice  of  the  historical  subject  to  be 
taught  in  the  schools  is  primarily  a  matter 
for  the  consideration  of  the  managers. 
The  Department  is  ready  to  consider  any 
course  of  teaching  proposed,  but  is  not 
prepared  to  make  antecedently  a  recom- 
mendation in  the  direction  suggested. 

THE  OSPREY. 

Mh.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
C^mlachie) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  is  aware  that  by  the  order  of  Mr. 
Followes '  Gdrdon,  of  Knockespock,  an 
osprey,  a  bird  of  great  rarity  and  said  to 
have  only  two  breeding  places  in  Scotland, 
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was  shot  recently,  in  contravention  of  the 
Wild  Birds  Act ;  that,  upon  a  prosecution 
being  instituted  before  the  Aberdeen 
Sheriff  Court,  the  gamekeeper,  who  was 
found  guilty,  was  fined  £1,  whilst  the 
dead  osprey  is  worth  £20  or  £25  as  a 
specimen ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
raritjr  of  these  birds,  the  Government  can 
see  its  way  to  increase  the  penalty  for 
their  destrueticHi. 

*Mk.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  I  am 
aware  of  the  case  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  in  the  first  paragraph  of  his  ques- 
tion, and  the  whole  occurrence  was  a  very 
regrettable  one  on  the  part  of  people  who 
might  have  been  expected  to  know  better. 
I  am  not  aware  whether  the  value  of  the 
bird  is  so  high  as  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member,  but  it  acts  of  this  class  are  per- 
sisted in,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  thinks 
there  will  be  a  strong  case  for  proposing 
legislation  with  the  object  of  increasing 
the  penalty. 

An  Hon.  Member;  Cannot  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  suggest  to  the 
magistrates  the  desirability  of  inflicting 
as  severe  penalties  as  possible  in  these 
cases  % 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  I  can- 
not answer  for  the  moment,  but  I  think 
the  maximum  penalty  under  the  Act  is  a 
very  low  one. 

GENERAL  LIGHTHOUSE  FUND. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BO\VLES :  I  beg  to  aak 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  proposes  to  ccmiply  with  Sec- 
tion 679  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act, 
1894,  and  with  Section  1  (c)  of  the  Mer- 
chant Shipping  Mercantile  Marine  Fund 
Act  of  1898,  by  laying  before  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  as  soon  after  the  meeting 
of  Parliament  in  every  year  as  may  be, 
the  accounts  of  the  recently-created 
General  Lighthouse  Fund,  which  came 
into  existence  on  1st  April  of  the  present 
year;  if  so,  in  what  form,  and  at  what 
period  of  each  year,  does  he  propose  to 
lay  these  accounts  before  this  House; 
whether  any  estimate  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  the  new  General  Light- 
house Fund  for  the  year  1899-1900  will 
bo  laid  before  this  House  ;  if  not,  whether 
he  can  state  approximately  what  the  total 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  this  fund  are 
estimated  to  be  for  the  year  1899-1900; 
and,  whether  any,  and,  if  so,  what 
opportunity  wiU  be  afforded  to  this  House 
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of  exercising  any  direct  control  over  the 
application  or  administration    of  this 

fxmd. 

The  president  op  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
Accounts  of  the  General  Lighthouse  Fund 
will  be  audited  and  laid  before  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  in  accordance  with 
the  Acts  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member. 
They  will  be  presented  in  a  similar  form 
to  that  used  for  the  statement  of  the 
Mercantile  Marine  Fund  Accounts,  which 
of  recent  years  have  been  included  in  the 
Appropriation  Accounts.  They  will  be 
presented  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the 
accounts  are  closed,  which  cannot  be  till 
November  in  each  year.  No  estimate  of 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  fund  will 
be  laid  before  the  House,  and  it  is  im- 
possible at  present  to  state  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy  what  the  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  this  fund  will  be  for  the 
year  1899-1900.  There  is  no  legislative 
provision  for  the  control  by  Parliament 
of  this  fund,  which,  as  the  hon.  Member  is 
aware,  does  not  contain  any  money  pro- 
vided by  Parliament.  But  I  shall  always 
be  glad  to  supply  any  information  on  the 
aubject  which  the  House  or  any  hon. 
Member  may  desire. 


COCKETT  TUNNEL. 

Mr.  RANDELL  (Glamorgan,  Gower)  : 
I  beuz  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  accident  which  occurred 
on  the  Great  Western  main  line  between 
the  Landore  and  Cockett  Stations  in 
June  last,  whereby  a  portion  of  the 
Cockett  Tunnel  fell  through  just  after  a 
New  Milf ord  excursion  tram  had  passed ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  mines  had  been 
worked  underneath  the  tunnel  for  some 
time  previously ;  that  the  water  was 
b^ng,  and  is  now,  pumped  from  the  said 
worUiu^  and  that  further-  subsidence  is 
probable ;  whether  ui  inquiry  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  has  been  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  what  was  the 
result  of  such  inquiry;  and,  whether 
any  and,  if  so,  what  precautions  by  way 
of  examination  of  the  said  tunnel  are 
being,  or  will  be,  made  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  for  securing  the  safety  of  the 
traveling  public  and  the  railway  servants 
before  ^e  tunnel  will  again  be  used  for 
traffic. 


Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  inspecting  officer 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
this  accident  has  not  yet  made  his  Report 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  his  attention 
shall  be  directed  to  the  hon.  Member's 
question. 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (MerthyrTydvU): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  if  he  can  state  the  amount 
to  be  deducted  in  respect  of  the  Tithe 
Rent-Charge  (Rates)  Bill  from  the  sums 
receivable  on  account  of  the  Estate  Duty 
Grant  by  the  County  of  Glamorganshire, 
and  the  county  boroughs  of  Cwdiff  and 
Swansea,  respectively ;  and  if  he  can 
state  approximately  the  amount  of  relief 
that  will  be  paid  to  the  incumbents  of 
benefices  within  such  county  and  county 
borough  areas. 

♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  The  share  of  the 
county  and  county  boroughs  named  in  a 
sum  of  j687,000  mstributm  in  the  propw^ 
tion  of  what  are  known  as  the  "  discon- 
tinued grants"  would  be  Je799,  ^6260, 
and  £198,  respectively.  The  cost  of  the 
relief  given  to  the  clerical  owners  of 
Tithe  Rent-Charge  in  the  County  of  GW 
morgansfaire  as  a  whole  is  estimated  to 
amount  to  between  £600  and  £700. 

WATERING  TROUGHS  FOR  HORSES. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Brid^ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  statement 
made  by  the  chairman  of  the  Improved 
Cab  Company  at  a  meeting  of  share- 
holders on  the  14th  instant,  in  which  he 
stated  that  throughout  the  year  the 
general  health  and  working  condition  of 
the  company's  horses  have  been  mos 
satisfactory,  that  there  had  been  an  entire 
absence  of  contagious  disease  in  the  stud, 
which  it  is  believed  was  largely  due  to 
precautionary  measures  adopted  about 
five  years  ago  when  glanders  was  epi- 
demic in  London.  Strict  orders  were 
then  issued  prohibiting  drivers  from 
watering  the  company's  norses  at  public 
watering  troughs,  and  an  inspector  was 
appointed  to  watch  the  troughs  and  pre- 
vent drivers  from  evading  the  rule,  that 
glanders  in  London  would  be  almost 
exterminated  if  these  public  drinking 
troughs  were  done  away  with  and  re- 
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placed  by  tape,  and  that  this  had  been  stated 
by  Frofesaor  PritdiaTd  and  other  authori- 
ties over  and  over  again ;  and  whether 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  have  any  reason 
to  believe  in  the  a^ncy  of  public 
drinking  troughs  in  disseminating 
•diseases. 

*Mr.  long  :  I  have  seen  the  statement 
to  which  the  hon.  Baronet  refers.  So  far 
.as  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
glanders  is  concerned,  our  view  is  that 
standpipes  afford  a  safer  means  of 
watenng  horses  than  trou^is  as  they  are 
osually  constructed,  but  it  is  desirable 
that  drivers  should  carry  their  own  pails. 
I  am  not  prepared,  however,  to  say  that 
the  disadv^antages  of  troughs  outweigh 
their  advantages. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Ep- 
ping) :  Has  any  case  of  glanders  ever 
been  traced  to  infection  from  water- 
^iroughs  1 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Is  not  the 
water  in  these  troughs  almost  always 
running  water  ? 

*Mr.  long  :  I  believe  that  is  so.  As 
to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Eppina^  I  should  not  like  to  a&y  that  no 
cases  luive  ever  been  traced  to  this  source 
-of  infection,  and  I  therefore  gave  the 
answer  I  did  to  the  hon.  Baronet. 

LORD  BROUGHAM'S  EVIDENCE  ACT. 

Mr.  lewis  (Flint  BoiDughs) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Solicitor-General  whether  he 
is  aware  that  although  certain  provisions 
■of  the  Statute  U  and  15  Vic,  c.  99  (Lord 
Brougham's  Evidence  Act)  are  still  unre- 
pealed and  in  force,  a  Ooremment 
Department  has  recently  rdhued  to  give 
•effect  to  B.  14  of  that  Act  (which  afforas  a 
simple  means  whereby  persons  desirous  of 
obtaining  certified  copies  or  extracts  from 
public  records  may  do  so  on  payment  of  a 
prescribed  fee)  thereby  defeating  the 
intentions  of  the  Legislature  in  passing 
the  Act :  and  whether,  if  a  specific  case  of 
lehisal  be  brought  to  his  notice,  he  will 
~be  prepared  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Department  in  question  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Statute,  with  a  view  to  preventing 
■any  further  breach  thereof. 

Thk  SOLICITOROENERAL  (Sir  K 
B.  FlNL&T,  Inverness  Burghs) :  I  under- 
stand from  a  private  communication  from 
the  hon.  Member  that  the  question  relates 


to  the  general  entry  book  kept  by  the 
officers  of  Excise  for  each  station.  The 
statutory  mode  of  proof  of  these  entries 
is  provided  by  s.  12  of  the  Eevenue  Act, 
1867,  and  the  proviso  at  the  end  of  the 
section  on  which  I  understfuid  that  the 
hon.  Member  relies  applies  only  to  entries 
made  before  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and 
refers  apparently  to  s.  19  of  the  Excise 
Management  Act,  1827.  The  view  of  the 
Department  has  always  been  that  the 
Statute  referred  to  in  the  question  has  no 
application  to  these  entries,  but  they  are 
about  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  law 
officers  on  the  point,  by  which  they  will 
be  guided  in  the  future. 

VACCINATION  OF  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  MELLOK  (Yorkshire,  West  Rid- 
ing, Sowerby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  case  of  a  young  girl  named 
Frances  H.  Richardson,  who  applied  for 
the  position  of  assistant  mistress  in  a 
Board  school  at  Sowerby  Bridge,  and  who 
was  rejected  by  order  of  the  Education 
Department  on  the  ground  that  she  was 
not  vaccinated ;  whether  the  Department 
was  then  aware  that  her  father  had  ob- 
tained a  certificate  dispensing  with  vacci- 
nation for  his  children ;  and  whether,  in 
his  daughter's  case,  the  objection  will 
now  be  removed. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  thk 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  CtoRST,  Cambridge 
University) :  The  answer  to  paragraph  1 
is  in  the  af&rmativo,  to  paragraphs  2  and  3 
in  the  negative.  The  Committee  of  Coun- 
cil are  advised  that  the  vaccination  of 
teachers  Js  desirable  in  the  interests  of 
children  attending  the  schools. 

IRISH  COUNTY  COURT  ACTS. 
Mr.  D.  SULUVAN  :  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Louth  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  if 
a  Return,  by  clerks  of  the  peace  and  clerks 
of  the  Crown  and  peace  in  Ireland,  could 
be  given  of  affidavits  filed 'in  their  several 
offices  luder  the  default  sections  of  the 
County  Courts  Acts,  stating  the  number 
made  respectively  in  places  situate  i|i 
England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  an4 
abroad  showing  the  number  of  cases  in 
each  county  in  which  decrees  were  made 
for  the  amounts  sought  to  be  recovered, 
or  put  diereof ;  also  in  how  many  caaea 
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defences  were  entered  and  dismisses 
granted.. 

The  attorney -general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.) :  No  objection  will  be  offered  to  the 
Return  in  question  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  \nll  move  for  it  in  the  usual 
way.  In  order,  however,  to  facilitate  the 
preparation  of  the  Return  I  would  suggest 
that  the  period  to  be  covered  by  it 
should  be  one  of,  say,  five  years. 

IRISH  FOOD  INSPECTOKS. 
Captain  DONEL AN  (Cork,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Attomey-Greneral  for  Irelfuid 
whether  Ms  attention  has  been  directed 
to  a  prosecution  for.  milk  adulteration 
recently  brought  by  a  local  food  inspector 
before  the  Petty  Sessions  at  Castle 
Martyr,  County  Cork,  and  dismissed  on 
the  ground  that  under  the  II 5th  section 
of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1898,  the 
office  of  food  inspector  was  not  included 
in  the  list  of  pubUc  offices  which  were  by 
that  section  transferable  to  the  county 
councils ;  and  whether  steps  will  be  taken 
so  to  define  the  position  of  the  food 
inspectors  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
similar  abortive  proceedings. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  matter  refeired  to. 
The  court  was,  in  my  opinion,  in  error  in 
its  construction  both  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1875,  and  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1898,  in  assuming  first 
that  under  the  first  statute  only  an  in- 
spector duly  appointed  can  prosecute  the 
person  who  sells  to  him  adulterated  milk; 
and  secondly,  in  as.suraing  that  under  the 
second  statute  this  particular  inspector 
was  not  an  officer  transferred  to  the 
county  council.  No  legislation  is  neces- 
sary on  the  subject.  The  county  council 
can  remove  all  doubt,  if  any  is  enter- 
tained, by  re-appointing  as  inspector  the 
member  of  the  Constabulaiy  force  who 
has  hitherto  acted  in  that  capacity. 

Captain  DONKLAN  ;  In  \  iew  of  the 
uncertainty  which  seems  to  exist  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man kindly  have  the  information  he  has 
just  given  conveyed  to  the  various  petty 
Bossiou  courts? 

Mp..  ATKINSON  :  There  is  no  uncer- 
tainty. If  the  local  magistrates  had  only 
ooncuriwl  with  the  resident  magistrate 


who  correctly  instructed  them  on  the  law 
this  difficulty  would  not  have  occurred. 

BELFAST  POLICE  PROSECUTION. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Bel- 
fast, S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  hia 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
Alexander  Hopkins  Wesley  Street*  Bel- 
fast, who  summoned  two  constables 
named  Downes  and  O'Donnell  for  as- 
saulting him  on  3rd  June ;  whether  he  is- 
aware  that  on  a  cross  case,  tried  also  on  the 
6th  July,  brought  by  the  constables  against 
Hopkins,  two  Roman  Catholic  magis- 
trates, Messrs.  John  Burke  and  Charles 
M'ljorinan,  refused  to  believe  evidence 
given  in  favour  of  Hopkins,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Salvation  Army,  of  excel- 
lent character,  and  sentenced  him  to  a  fine 
of  20s.  and  costs,  declining  to  allow  an. 
appeal ;  and  whether  a  memorial  has  been 
presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  pray- 
ing for  a  re-headn^  of  the  case,  and  what 
has  been  the  decision  of  his  Excellency. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,. 
Central) :  My  attention  had  not  previously 
been  drawn  to  this  case,  the  facts  w 
which,  I  am  informed,  are  substantially  as 
stated,  except  that  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  magistrates  refused  to  believe  thft 
evidence  given  in  favour  of  Hopkins. 
The  summonses  against  the  two 
constables  were  dismissed  on  their  merits^ 
and  there  were  no  witnesses  examined  for 
Hopkins  except  as  to  general  character. 
The  constables  denied  on  oath  that  they 
assaulted  Hopkins,  or  saw  anyone  assault- 
ing him.  A  woman  who  was  with  him 
on  the  occasion  swore,  however,  that  she 
assaulted  and  struck  him  in  the  face.  Aa 
regards  the  third  paragraph,  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
direct  a  re-hearing  of  the  case,  but  a 
memorial,  if  received,  in  favour  of  a  remis- 
sion of  the  fine  will  of  course  be  considered 
in  the  usual  way. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Was  not  the  summons 
in  this  case  one  for  indecent  behaviour  in 

the  streets,  and  was  it  not  issued  under 
the  Borough  Act  1  Was  not  the  man 
discovered  by  the  police  in  company  with 
a  woman  in  a  low  quarter  of  the  city,  and 
was  not  the  police  testimony  confirmed 
by  the  woman's  own  statement  7  Is  it 
not  the  fact  that  under  the  Act  Hopkins 
had  a  right  of  appeal  up  till  the  13th 
July,  and  did  not  act  upon  it  1 
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Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  As  to  the  last 
question,  I  cannot' say,  but  the  facts  are 
M  stated  by  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  young  (Cavan,  E.) :  Is  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  these 
are  two  of  the  moat  respectable  

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
question  on  the  Paper  has  been  fully 
answered,  and  also  the  supplementary 

question. 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  On  a  point  of  order, 
is  it  in  accordance  with  the  usual  practice 
of  this  House  to  make  reference  to  the 
religious  persuasion  of  magistrates  on 
questions  pertaining  to  their  administra- 
idon  of  the  law  1 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Such  questions  are 
sometimes  asked,  and  I  think  it  is  un- 
fortunate that  they  should  be  asked. 

MARYBOROUGH  PRISON  WORKS, 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
stone-cutters  employed  on  the  building 
works  at  Maryborough  Prison  have  been 
locked  out  by  the  contractor  for  refusal  to 
work  more  than  nine  and  a-half  hours 
per  diem,  which  is  the  standard  time  for 
the  country ;  can  he  say  whether  the  fair 
wage  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
was  considered  in  the  conditions  of  con- 
tract ;  and  what  action,  if  any,  the  Prisons 
Board  will  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  am  informed 
■  that  there  has  been  no  lock-out  as  stated 
in  the  first  paragraph,  but  that  the  stone- 
cutters, having  demanded  a  reduction  in 
the  working  hours,  which  was  refused  by 
the  contractor,  the  men  ceased  work  on 
the  6th  instant.  Some  of  them,  however, 
liave  since  resumed  work  on  the  old 
terms — namely,  ten  and  a-half  hours  per 
day  for  five  days  of  the  week  and  seven 
and  a-quarter  hours  on  Saturday  ;  that  is 
to  say,  fifty-nine  and  three-quarter  hours 
in  all.  I  understand  that  the  time  re- 
ferred to  as  "  the  standard  time  for  the 
country  "  has  never  been  adopted  in  this 
district.  The  resolution  referred  to  in 
the  second  paragraph  was  embodied  in 
<the  specification  in  connection  with  the 
contract.  The  General  Prisons  Board  do 
not,  under  the  circumstances,  propose  to 
•take  any  action  in  the  matter. 


IRISH  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT. 
Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.)  : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  can  he  see 
his  way  to  intooduce  a  Bill  to  remove  the 
doubts  and  inconsistencies  of  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Act,  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  now  being  done  for  another 
measure  in  the  improvement  of  Land  BilL 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  am  not 
awxire  what  are  the  doubts  and  incon- 
sistencies to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers,  but  I  shall  be  happy  to  consider 
any  statement  in  writing  which  he  may 
be  good  enough  to  forwfud  to  me  on  the 
subject 

THE  SERVICE  FRANCHISE  BILL. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
it  is  intended  by  the  Government  to  give 
Government  time  in  the  present  se*iion 
to  the  Service  Franchise  Bill. 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfodr,  Manchester, 
E.) ;  The  principles  which  ought  to  under- 
lie the  "starring"  of  Private  Members' 
Bills  at  this  time  of  the  session  are  very 
simple,  and  really  it  depends  on  the  con- 
dition of  Government  business.  At  this 
time  of  the  year  it  is  always  felt  to  be  a 
hardship  that,  when  we  suspend  the 
12  o'clock  rule,  all  Private  Members'  pri- 
vileges are  abrogated,  and  that  even  the 
most  uncontentious  Bill  cannot  pass. 
The  practice  of  "  starring  "  is  intended  to 
remedy  that  difficulty,  and  I  think  it 
should  be  confined  to  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  originally  devised.  ITiere- 
fore,  although  I  am  myself  in  hearty 
sympathy  with  the  Bill  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  refers,  and  although  it 
has  reached  an  advanced  stage  in  its 
ParliMnentary  history,  I  think  it  woultl 
be  an  evil  precedent,  and  one  capable  of 
great  abuse  in  the  future,  if  I  were  to 
yield  to  my  natural  inclination  and  give 
Government  time  to  the  further  dis- 
cussion of  the  Bill.  In  these  circum- 
stances I  shall  not  be  able  to  "star"  the 
Bill.  I  propose  to  adhere  resolutely  to 
the  precedents  which  have  been  set,  and 
which  ought  to  govern  all  leaders  of  the 
House  in  dealing  with  this  question. 

PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E.): 

I I  lieg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
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Treasury  whether,  before  the  Third  Read- 
ing of  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Bill.is  taken,  he  will,  in  view 
of  the  important  alterations  on  the  Report 
stage,  have  the  Bill  reprinted,  and  foUow 
the  precedent  of  1897  in  the  case  of  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  has  not  been 
the  practice  to  reprint  a  Bill  before  the 
Third  Reading,  although  there  have,  I 
think,  been  precedents  for  doing  so  in 
the  cases  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill  and  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Bill.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  desirable  to  depart  from  the 
usual  course  unless  strong  reason  is  shown 
or  a  demand  is  made  for  it  by  those  who 
have  a  right  to  speak  for  the  Opposition. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  in  the  Report 
Stage  the  Bill  was  considerably  modified  ? 
Several  new  clauses  were  put  in,  and  we 
really  do  not  know  exactly  the  proposals 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin): 
Do  not  the  same  printers  reprint  the  Bill 
for  the  House  of  Lords  ?  Could  not  the 
reprinting  be  expedited  so  as  to  enable  it 
to  be  done  before  the  Third  Reading  in 
this  House  1   It  would  not  cost  much. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  did  not  base 
my  answer  on  the  question  of  expense, 
although  the  printing  of  1,200  additional 
copies  would  involve  some  slight  increase 
on  the  Estimates.  I  said  I  thought  it 
would  not  be  convenient  to  depart  from 
the  usual  practice,  and  that  it  would  be 
an  innovation  not  desirable  in  the  interests 
of  public  business.  It  is  true  a  ^reat 
many  alterations  were  made  in  the  Bill  on 
the  Report  Stage,  but  I  understand  that 
the  alterations  affecting  the  principle  and 
machinery  of  the  Bill  were  made  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  do  think  that  this  case  is  somewhat  ex- 
ceptional, for  the  reason  that  on  the 
Report  Stage  a  long  amendment,  covering 
more  than  a  page,  was  proposed  by  the 
Lord  Advocate  and  accepted,  and  it  really 
altered  the  fnndamentu  constitution  of 
the  principle  of  the  Bill 


becomes  a  Second 


Reading  practically 
Reading  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  ex- 
press agreement  with  the  strange  version 
of  Parliamentary  procedure  which  my 
hon.  friend  has  given  in  regard  to  this 
Bill,  which  was  most  thoroughly  dealt 
withinthe  Committee  Stage.  Asl  promised 
in  my  reply  to  the  question  that  if  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  thought  the 
matter  of  sufficient  importance  for  him  to 
intervene  I  would  differentiate  this  case 
from  ordinary  cases,  I  will  have  the  Bill 
printed,  but  I  hope  that  that  will  not 
become  a  general  practice. 

THE  ESTIMATES. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  I  beg  to  ask  thfr 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  the 
Supplementary  Estimates  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table,  and  when  they  will  be 
discussed;  and  are  there  to  be  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  for  the  Army  and 
Navy  as  well  as  for  the  Civil  Service. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  Estimates 
will  be  laid  on  the  table  on  Monday  or 
Tuesday  next.  I  think  that  no  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  for  the  Navy  or  Amy 
will  be  included. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEKMAN: 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  make  any 
statement  as  to  business  next  week  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  will  depend 

a  good  deal  upon  to-night.  Perhaps  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  defer  his 
question  till  to-morrow. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
Or  as  to  Friday  week  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  That  is  a 
question  which  I  should  be  reluctant  to 
answer  now.  It  partly  depends  on  the 
views  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  which  he 
is  not  yet,  probably,  in  a  position  to- 
give  me. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  DILLON:  What  Bills  do  the 
Grovernment  propose  to  proceed  with  to- 
night, if  they  get  through  the  Tithes  Bill 
and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Bill  in  good 
time? 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Might  not  a  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  pro- 
difFerent  practice  be  applied  in  such  a  pose,  after  the  Tithe  Rent-charge  Bill  and 
case  as  this,  wbere  the  Report  Stage  was  I  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  BUI,  to  take 
really  the  Committee  Stage,  and  the  Third  I  any  Bill  this  evening  likely  to  lead  to 
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any  prolonged  controversy.    Neither  the  (  PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
Niger  Company  BiU  nor  the  Colonial' 
Loans  BUI  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (IsUngton,  N.) :  Will 
the  Board  of  Education  Bill  be  taken  this 
week  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  Not  this  week. 


AGRICULTURE    AND  TECHNICAL 
INSTRUCTION  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Trade,  etc. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 

printed.    [No.  284.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  printed.   [No.  284.] 

Bill,  as  amended  in  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, to  be  considered  upon  Monday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  280.] 

SALFORD  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  Police  and  Sanitary  Regulations  Bills, 
with  Amendments;  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

POLICE  AND   SANITARY  REGULA- 
TIONS  BILLS. 

Special  Report  brought  up,  and  read. 

Special  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.   [No.  285.] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed. 
[No.  285.] 

HOUSES  OF   LORDS  AND  rOM.MONS 
PERMANENT  STAFF. 

Report  from  the  Joint  Committee,  with 
Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up,  and 
read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  286.] 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (DEFEC- 
TIVE AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

liead  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.   [Bill  281.] 

POOR  LAW  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
sec  md  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  282.] 


(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

As  Amended,  on  consideration,  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  279.] 

CLYDE  NAVIGATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

RENFREW    BURGH  AND  HARBOUR 
EXTENSION  BILLS  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

AGED  DESERVING  POOR. 
Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
taken  before  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Cottage  Homes  BiU  of  the  present  Session 
be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
Aged  Deserving  Poor. — {Mr.  Chaplin.) 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL, 

Without  Amendment. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PliOVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  IJiLL. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

CENTRAL  LONDON  RAILWAY  BILL. 

FISHGUARD   AND    ROSSLARE  RAIL- 
WAYS AND  HARBOI  KS  BILL. 

MANCHESTER  CORPORATION 
((GENERAL  POWERS)  BILL. 

LONDON  UNITED  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  KAIL- 
WAY  (ADDITIONAL  POWERS)  BILL. 

With  Amendments. 

Amendments  to  Amendments  to — 

SOUTH  -  EASTERN  AND  LONDON, 
CHATHAM.  AND  DOVER  RAILWAY 
COMPANIES  BILL. 

Without  Amendment. 

Amendments  to — 

MERSEY     DOCKS     AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  (PILOTAGE)  BILL  [Lords]. 

FURNESS  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lord.^ 

GLASGOW    CORPORATION  (TRAM- 
WAYS, &c.)  BILL  [Lords]. 

KIRKCALDY  CORPORATION  AND 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  [Lords]. 

Without  Amendments. 
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That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
**  An  Act  to  give  powers  to  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Gordon  Memorial  College 
at  Khartoum  to  invest  trust  funds  iii 
certain  securities."  [^rdon  Memorial 
College  at  Ehartoum^ll  [Lords], 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  authorise  the  construction  of  a  tram- 
road  in  and  near  to  Southport ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  [Southport  and  Lytham 
Tramroad  Bill  [Lords]. 

LOCAL   GOVEFNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments  to  be  considered 

To-morrow. 

SOUTHPORT    AND    LYTHAM  TRAM- 
ROAD  BILL  [Lords]. 

Bead  the  first  time;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


(Rates)  BUI. 
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GORDON    MEMORIAL    COLLEGE  AT 
KHARTOUM  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  &  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  283.] 

ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS). 
Bill  to  amend  the  law  with  respect  to 
Customs  Duties  in  the  Isle  of  Man, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Hanbury 
and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS)  BILL. 
"To  amei^d  the  lavi^  with  respect  to 
Customs  Duties  in  the  Isle  of  Man," 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  284.] 


TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Third  Reading. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  BiU  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

*Mr.  speaker  called  on  Mr.  Lambert 
who  had  an  Amendment :  "  To  read  the 
Bill  this  day  three  months." 

Mr.  LABOUCHEKE  (Northampton) : 
On  a  point  of  order,  I  have  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  to  recommit  the  Bill 
in  respect  of  Clause  1.  Can  I  move  that 
Amendment  1 


*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  There  is  no  rule  to 
that  effect,  otherwise  any  hon.  Member 
might,  by  putting  down  such  a  notice, 
obtain  precedence  over  other  Hon. 
Members. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  Have  I  the 
right  to  intervene  with  it  in  the  discus- 
sion on  the  Third  Reading  t 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  Not  if  the  hou. 
Member  for  the  South  Molton  Divisiwi 
moves  his  Amendment. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  men  shaU  I 
be  in  order  1 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  Not  this  year. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil):  May  I  ask  you.  Sir,  whether 
the  Bill  has  complied  with  Standing 
Order  No.  45,  and  what  is  the  general 
practice  of  the  House  in  cases  where 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  non-compli- 
ance with  the  Standing  Orders  1 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  think  it  is  enough 
for  me  to  say  that  the  objection,  whatever 
it  is  worth,  should  have  been  taken  before 
the  Second  Reading.  No  objection  can 
be  taken  now. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  In  rising  to  move  the  rejection 
of  this  Bill,  I  wish  to  point  out  that  it  is  a 
measure  which  proposes  to  add  a  fresh 
endowment  to  the  Church  of  England. 
A  good  deal  has  happened  since  it  was 
introduced,  and  I  shoidd  imagine  that  the 
mind  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  House  has  at  last  been  dis- 
abused of  the  idea  that  it  is  :i  non-conten- 
tious Bill.  We  haA  o  had  an  opportunitv. 
also,  of  testing  the  feeling  of  the  countiy 
upon  this  matter  in  several  constituencirf. 
Three  constituencies  which  formerly  tt- 
turned  Members  who  were  nupporten  li 
the  Government  have  transferred  their 
affections,  and  their  represcntiitivea  arr 
now  to  be  found  among  the  followers  oi 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition.  In  every 
case  in  which  there  has  been  an  electiw 
the  Libera!  majority  has  gone  up,  and  the 
Tory  majority  has  correspondingly  de- 
creased. I  do  not  quite  understand  whv 
there  has  been  such  a  grejit  hurry  in 
endeavouring  to  smuggle  this  BiU  through 
the  House.  Undoubtedly  there  has  been 
a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  shirk  debate  on  the 
subject.     "NVe   have  hatl  the  doauw 
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■affiled  in  a  manner  which  has  de- 
prived hon.  Members  of  their  rights  and 
privileges,  and  the  Bill  has  been  forced 
through  Committee  without  a  single  word 
of  amendment.  I  can  only  remember 
■one  precedent  for  that  course.-and  that 
was  a  somewhat  similar  Bill  to  this,  the 
Voluntary  Schools  Bill,  which  was 
another  measure  for  the  relief  of  the 
clergy.  It  was  brought  in  to  relieve 
them  of  the  necessity  of  subscribing 
towards  the  support  of  volimtary  Schools, 
and  now  you  are  relieving  them  of  the 
duty  of  paying  half  their  rates.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
thinks  that,  in  regard  to  clerical  matters^ 
the  Government  has  some  sort  of  divine 
inspiration  in  bringing  a  perfect  measure 
before  the  House.  I  certainly  do  not 
look  on  this  Bill  as  so  perfect,  for  I  think 
it  could  well  have  been  altered  in  the  in- 
terests of  our  constituents.  I  believe  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  feared,  and  with 
good  reason,  that  if  he  allowed  a  single 
amendment  to  be  introduced  the  whole 
edifice  of  the  Bill  would  have  been  en- 
tirely shattered.  Certainly  during  the 
course  of  these  debates  the  case  for  this 
Bill  has  been  completely  smashed,  and 
there  is  not  a  single  reason,  or  vestige  of 
reason,  why  the  Bill  should  pass  into 
law.  At  first  sight,  when  one  looks  at 
the  fact  that  the  clergyman  is  rated  upon 
his  income,  it  would  seem  that  he  deserves 
some  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
House.  But  it  has  been  proved 
over  and  over  again,  especially  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
^Vcst  Monmouth,  that  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor  is  as  sacred  and  as 
strongly  attached  to  the  payment  of 
tithe  as  the  title  to  receive  it.  It  is  an 
extraordinary  thing  that,  although  this 
payment  towards  the  Poor  Kate  has  been 
constantly  dwindling,  the  share  of  the 
clergyman  has  constantly  increased.  It 
has  not  been  controverted  that  the  rates 
are  levied,  not  upon  the  clergy  in  respect 
of  tithe,  but  on  the  tithe  itself,  and  there- 
fore it  is  impossible  to  contend  that  this 
is  a  personal  grievance.  No  one  will  deny 
that  a  perfectly  fair  arrangement  was 
come  to  when  the  Tithe  Qtmmutation 
Act  was  passed ;  for  it  has  been  proved 
that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  the 
rates  were  added  to  the  tithe  at  the  time 
of  the  commutation.  The  Secretary  to 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  than 
whom  there  could  be  no  higher  authority 
on  this  subject,  has  stated  that  the  rates 


at  the  time  of  the  commutation  amounted 
to  OS.  in  the  £ ;  that  is  to  say,  the  re- 
ceiver of  £100  commuted  tithe  paid  £25 
in  the  form  of  rates  in  those  days,  where- 
as now  he  does  not  pay  more  than 
£7  lOs.  This  works  out  that  if  the  rate 
on  the  commuted  value  of  tithe  now  stood 
at  the  same  level  as  at  the  time  of  com- 
mutation, the  annual  payment  would  be 
something  like  £600,000  a  year,  whereas 
at  tho  present  moment  the  whole  of  the 
rates  paid  by  the  clergy,  according  to 
the  estimate  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, come  to  only  £176,000.  It  is 
an  undoubted  fact  that  tho  clergy  have 
gained  enormously  by  tho  commutation, 
because  the  rateable  value  has  gone  down 
considerably.  No  doubt  tho  incomes  of 
the  clergy  have  also  gone  down,  but  tho 
same  remark  applies  to  everybody  else, 
for  whereas  on  investments  it  was  possible 
thirty  years  ago  to  secure  a  -return  of  5 
per  cent.,  only  3  per  cent,  is  now  obtain- 
able. There  was  one  subject  that  did  m>t 
receive  attention  in  Committee,  because  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman thought  proper  to  conduct  the  Bill. 
I  refer  to  tho  case  of  heavily-tithed  land. 
There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  land  in 
this  country  on  which  the  tithe  is  extraor- 
dinarily heavy.  In  some  places  it  reaches 
lOs,  per  acre,  and  it  was  shown  before  tho 
Koyal  Commission  on  Agriculture  that  in 
counties  where  rent  had  been  reduced  to 
a  merely  nominal  sum  the  existence  of  a 
heavy  tithe  rent  charge  had  become  an 
almost  intolerable  burden,  which  placed 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  tho  continuance 
or  revival  of  cultivation.  Further  than 
that,  the  landlord  had  no  sufficient  security 
to  justify  him  in  undertaking  tho 
requisite  outlay  for  the  improvement 
of  the  farm,  and  in  one  case  it  trans- 
pired that  the  tithe  owner  had  to 
take  possession  because  nobody  could  bo 
found  to  pay  the  tithe  and  other  out- 
goings upon  the  holding.  The  Report 
from  which  I  am  quoting  was  signed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  himself.  He  is 
as  responsible  for  this  Keport  as  other 
members  of  the  Commission ;  and  I  will 
ask  him  whether  he  thinks  it  is  going  to 
conduce  to  the  best  interests  of  tho 
Church  to  call  upon  the  lay  ratepayers  of 
a  district  not  only  to  pay  heavy  tithes, 
but  also  to  provide  the  funds  to  relieve 
the  tithe  receivers  of  one  half  of  their 
rates.  Let  us  take  the  case  of  a  distressed 
district  such  as  is  to  be  found  in  the 
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county  of  Essex.  Hon.  Members  who 
support  the  Government  were  very 
eloquent  in  regard  to  Essex  when  they 
were  in  opposition,  although  it  seems  that 
now  their  concern  has  somewhat  died 
away.  Jjook  at  the  case  of  the  labourers 
and  shop-keepers  who  live  in  some  of  the 
Essex  villages.  They  see  the  land  going 
out  of  cultivation  because  of  the  very 
heavy  tithe  imposed  upon  it,  and,  suffer- 
ing as  they  already  are  from  a  very  heavy 
burden,  they  are  to  hare  an  addition 
'made  to  that  burden  by  this  Bill,  simply 
to  relieve  the  tithe  receiver  of  one  half  of 
his  rates.  In  1891  an  Act  was  passed, 
the  intention  of  which  was  to  relieve 
many  districts  of  the  excessive  burden 
of  tithe,  but  unfortunately,  as  is  the 
case  with  too  much  of  the  legislation 
initiated  by  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
they  have  taken  away  with  one  hand 
what  they  gave  with  the  other,  and  I 
believe  there  has  been  hardly  a  single 
case  of  reduction  of  tithe.  We  are  told 
that  this  measure  is  based  upon  justice, 
but  what  justice  is  there  in  relieving  of 
their  rates  tithe-owners  who  are  in  receipt 
of  a  tithe  which  is  so  heavy  that  it  is 
driving  the  land  out  of  cultivation  t  I  do 
not  want  to  excite  prejudice  ;  indeed,  one 
cannot  do  that  by  stating  sound  facts. 
But  I  wish  to  show  how  inconveniently 
this  relief  is  to  be  distributed.  Take  the 
case  of  Hatfield,  the  seat  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  There  the  tithes  were  com- 
muted at  ^£1,876.  At  present  they  are 
rated  on  about  £1,000,  and  the  rates 
would  be  £125.  But  at  the  time  of  com- 
mutation £300  was  added  on  for  the  pay- 
ment of  rates,  and  therefore  the  tithe- 
owner  has  been  receiving  £300  a  year 
for  rates  since  1836,  although  he  is  now 
only  paying  £125  a  year.  And  what  is 
the  relief  ho  will  receive  ?  £62  10s.  a 
year — this  gentleman  in  receipt  of  £1,000 
a  year.  This  is  not  an  isolated 
case,  because  there  are  127  cases  of 
tithe  held  by  clergy  who  have  over  £1,000 
a  year,  and  they  will  receive  from 
£50  to  £60  a  year  in  relief  of  rates, 
while  the  clergyman  with  an  income 
of  £100  will  receive  only  £6  5s. 
Is  there  any  semlilance  of  justice  in  this  1 
(Cries  of"Ye8.")  Well,  if  hon.  Gentle- 
men like  to  go  to  their  constituents  and 
announce  that  they  desire  to  give  more 
money  to  the  rich  and  less  to  the  poor, 
they  are  quite  welcome  to  that  partof  their 
political  programme.  This  is  a  measure 
of  justice  which  we  are  told  is  only  to 

Mr.  Lamheri, 


last  two  years.  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  is  responsible  for  it  tell 
me  Avhether  it  is  really  intended  to  drop 
it  at  the  end  of  two  years  1  It  is  not 
quite  honest  towards  the  House  to 
endeavour  to  shirk  discussion  on  these 
matters  or  to  smuggle  Bills  through 
on  the  pretext  that  they  are  to  be  tem- 
porary, when  it  it  is  probably  intended 
that  they  shall  be  permanent. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long, 
Liverpool,  West  Derby)  :  The  Agricul- 
tural Rating  Act  was  made  temporary 
at  the  request  of  the  hon.  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  and  it  was- 
thought  right  that  this  Bill  should  be 
put  on  the  same  footing. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  I  do  not  think  that 
it  was  done  in  deference  to  appeals  from 
this  side  of  the  House.  I  rather  fancy 
that  the  limitation  of  the  duration  of 
the  Agricultural  Rating  Act  to  five  years- 
was  due  to  the  action  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport.  I  am  afraid  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  does  not  consult  our 
wishes  to  the  extent  which  he  suggests. 
With  regard  to  this  plea  of  justice,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  himself  broken 
it  doA\  n  by  refusing  to  admit  all  tithe- 
owners  to  the  benefits  of  the  measure. 
Surely  if  the  proposal  is  just  the  relief 
should  be  extended  all  round  ;  if  it  is  un- 
just, then  no  single  class  should  take 
advantage  of  it.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  clei^  are  entitled  to  relief  from  their 
rates  because  they  have  in  some  cases  to 
employ  skilled  labour,  just  as  skilled 
agricultural  labour  has  to  be  employed 
by  the  landowners.  Is  not  this  de- 
grading the  sacred  calling  of  the  clergy- 
man to  .reduce  him  to  the  position 
of  a  skilled  labourer  1  Are  we  going  to 
reduce  the  curate  in  charge  of  a  cure  of 
souls  to  the  same  position  as  a  man  who 
loads  manure  into  a  cart  1 1  do  not  wonder 
that  Convocation  did  not  like  the  Bill,  and 
that  it  was  only  with  great  difficulty  that 
it  could  be  got  to  assent  to  it.  Indeed,  I 
feel  pretty  certain  that  a  good  many  rich 
clergymen  and  wealthy  laymen  belonging 
to  the  Church  of  England  disapprove  of  it, 
for  when  they  were  appealed  to  to  provide 
a  sum  of  £340  to  cover  the  cost  of  laying 
certain  evidence  before  the  Local  Taxation 
Commission,  only  £140  was  obtained. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Tunbridge,  who  is 
a  kind  of  Parliamentary  parson,  sent 
round  circulars  to  the  clergy  asking  them 
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to  send  him  in  a  statement  of  their 
grievances.  And  he  got  but  compara- 
tively few  answers.  But  why  did  he  not 
send  to  the  wealthy  clergy  and  4aity  and 
ask  them  to  subscribe  to  relieve  the 
necessities  of  the  poorer  clergy  1  Why 
did  he  so  sully  Christian  teacmng  as  to 
make  it  degenerate  into  a  squabUe  over 
rates  ^  I  contend  it  is  absolutely  pitiable 
to  see  such  a  proposal  as  this  in  connec- 
tion with  a  rich  church,  which  enjoys  an 
income  of  over  seven  millions  a  year. 
Whj-  should  it  come  down  to  this  House 
and  ask  for  a  fresh  endowment  which, 
if  capitalised,  would  represent  a  sura  of 
three  millions  sterling  ?  AVe  have  been 
told  over  and  over  again  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  that  during  the  existence  of 
the  late  Liberal  Government  no  single 
working  man  was  a  penny  the  better  for 
the  legislation  it  introduced.  I  think  I 
could  find  out  a  great  many  working  men 
who  are  a  good  many  pounds  the  worse 
for  the  legislation  of  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite.  Why  do  not  the  wealthy 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  put 
their  hands  into  their  own  pockets  for 
the  relief  of  their  poorer  clergy  1  I 
am  reminded  of  some  writing  by 
the  Rev.  Sydney  Smith  upon  bishops' 
incomes,  in  which  he  pointed  out  how 
the  incomes  of  future  bishops  might 
furly  be  reduced  in  order  to  provide  for 
the  improvements  of  small  livings.  'He 
suggested  that  the  Archbishops  could 
surely  do  with  less  than  £15,000  a  year 
and  two  palaces,  whilst  a  future  Bishop 
of  London  might  not  require  a  palace  at 
Fulham,  a  house  in  St.  James's  Square, 
and  £10,000  a  year.  Now,  this  was  the 
opinion,  not  of  a  Dissenter,  but  of  a 
Church  of  England  clergyman,  and  I  com- 
mend it  to  the  consideration  of  hon. 
Members  opposite.  The  writer  of  a 
book  dedicated  to  the  Bishop  of  London 
declared  it  to  be  a  sin  on  the  part  of 
Churchmen  to  assist  Dissenters  in  any 
way  by  attending  their  chapels  or  by 
giving  them  money.  Is  it  not  an  equal 
sin  to  call  upon  Dissenters  all  over  the 
country  to  pay  increased  rates  in  order  to 
give  a  fresh  endowment  to  the  Church  of 
England  t  Lord  Halifax,  who  has  4,000 
clergymen  at  his  back,  recently  com- 
plained of  the  action  of  the  hon.  Member 
lor  Flintshire,  and  suggested  that,  as  he 
was  a  Nonconformist,  he  had  no  right  to 
interfere  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Church 
of  England.  But  is  it  right  that  a  Church 
which  is  infinitely  more  wealthy  than 


any  Nonconformist  body  should  be  unable' 
to  support  its  own  ministers  without 
calling  in  the  assistance  of  those  who  do 
not  belong  to  it  1  This  is  bound  to  go 
on  in  the  country.  A  Cornish  farmer 
writes : — ■ 

**  There  are  a  large  number  of  the  clergy  who 
teach  that  they  oan  turn  the  bread  into  the 
body  of  Ghrist  and  wine  into  His  blood.  If 
they  can  do  that  we  might  expect  them  to  be 
able  to  pat  np  the  price  of  wheat  to  15s.  the 
bushel.'*^ 

That  is  the  view  of  a  Cornish  farmer  who 
has  a  right  to  express  his  opinion  on  this 
subject.  I  contend  that  this  injustice  will 
sink  deeply  into  the  mind  of  the  electorate 
of  this  country,  and  it  is  a  measure  which 
will  increase  hostility  to  the  Church  in 
the  country  districts.  I  beg  to  move  that 
this  be  read  a  third  time  this  day 
three  months. 

•Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester):  I 
beg  leave  to  second  this  motion,  and  I 
join  with  my  hon.  friend  in  hoping  that 
the  House  will  reject  the  Third  Reading; 
of  this  Bill.  The  measure  has  a  bad 
history.  It  was  introduced  under  the 
ten-minutes'  rule,  and  the  Second  Read- 
ing was  so  curtailed  that  hon.  Members^ 
were  prevented  from  expressing  their 
opinion,  and  the  Committee  stage  of  the 
Bill  was  so  pressed  forward  by  the 
closure  and  other  means  that  no  ade- 
quate expression  of  opinion  has  taken 
place  upon  the  merits  of  this 
measure.  These  are  some  of  the  reasons 
why  I  have  joined  with  my  hon.  friend 
who  has  moved  the  rejection  of  this 
measure.  I  agree  that  it  will  be  a  long 
remembered  Bill  for  the  Conservative 
party,  and  I  believe  that  they  will  pro- 
bably wish,  before  many  years  are  over, 
that  they  had  never  put  their  hands  to 
this  undertaking.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  is  in  charge  oif  the  Bill  has 
again  reminded  us  that  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  is  limited  for  two  years.  When 
he  has  time  to  attend  to  the  Debate,  I 
should  like  to  ask  him  in  the  course  of  his 
reply  whether  he  will  assure  the  House 
that  at  the  end  of  two  years  the  Bill  will 
drop  and  will  no  longer  be  in  operation. 
If  he  can  give  us  that  assurance,  it  will 
be  some  relief  to  our  mind  in  that  respect. 
I  oppose  this  measure  on  two  distinct 
grounds.  In  the  first  ^ace,  it  is  a  distinct 
re-enaotment  of  the  Church  rates  under- 
another  form  and  by  another  name.  It  is- 
the  direct  taxation  of  the  free  churches  in. 
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order  to  maintain  the  State  Church,  and 
-on  those  grounds  I  oppose  it.  And, 
further,  I  oppose  this  measure  hecause  it 
is  a  Bill  to  minister  to  the  wants  of  the 
pampered  law  breakers  in  the  Church  of 
England.  At  the  present  moment  the 
country  is  shocked  by  the  procedure 
of  a  large  body  of  the  Church  of 
England  clergymen  who  are  breaking 
every  law  wmch  they  have  sworn  to 
-obey,  and  are  outraging  the  feblings  of 
the  large  masses  of  the  Protestant 
citizens  of  this  country,  both  Churchmen 
and  Dissenters.  I  think  this  is  the  most 
ill-judged  time  that  could  have  been 
■chosen  to  re-endow  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land at  the  expense  of  the  community. 
It  is  well  known  that  many  of  the  clergy 
in  the  country  are,  peiliaps,  the  most  un- 
popular persons  in  the  villages.  We 
know  that  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
the  cler^man  is  the  least  popular  of  any 
person  ea  position  in  tus  parish  for  many 
reasons.  This  Bill  will  add  to  those 
reasons,  and  instead  of  the  mistrust  which 
at  present  exists  hatred  will  be  begotten 
when  it  is  known  that  the  poor  labourers 
of  the  village  will  have  to  make  contribu- 
tions towards  the  relief  of  the  clergymen 
whom  they  already  mistrust. 

Several  Hon.  Members  :  No,  no. ! 

ME.BROADHURST:  But  this  £87,000 
■comes  from  public  funds,  and  every 
person  who  consumes  taxable  articles 
makes  a  contribution  to  that  £87,000. 
Therefore  the  Free  Church  population  of 
this  country  will  pay  in  equal  proportion 
towards  this  sum  with  the  Church 
members  of  this  country.  Now  this 
is  a  distinct  wrong  and  injustice, 
for  we  have  to  maintain  our  own 
Churches.  The  Free  Church  com- 
munity maintain  their  own  clergy  and 
their  own  Church ;  they  pay  the  rates 
chargeable  on  the  manses  in  which  the 
ministers  live,  and  oat  of  their  bard 
earned  wages  they  maintain  every 
•charge  that  is  made  upon  their  places 
of  worship.  But,  in  addition  to  that, 
they  will  now  bo  called  upon  to  pay 
rates  for  the  clergy  of  another  denomina- 
tion. I  was  going  to  explain  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  other  day  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  come 
for  advice  to  this  side  of  the  House  we 
•could  have  shown  him  a  much  more  con- 
■atitational  way  of  relieving  the  clergy 

Mr.  Broadhnrsf, 


than  the  one  which  he  has  adopted.  Wc 
would  have  shown  him  how,  when  our 
ministers  want  more  money,  we  put  our 
hands  into  our  own  pockets  and  not  into 
the  pockets  of  members  of  other  denomina- 
tions.    During  the  month  of  January 
this  year  I  attended  a  large  number  of 
meetings  in  many  parts  of  the  country  to 
endeavoor  to  assist  my  hon.  friend  t^e 
Member  for  Louth  in  raising,  by  volontAiy 
contaibutions,  a  million  of  guineas  for 
the  Wesleyan  body.    Labourers  earning 
only  12s.  a  week  have  promised  to  pay  a 
guinea  during  the  year  to  this  fund  out  of 
their  very  small  wages.  Surely  if  the  farm 
labourers,  the  mechanics,  and  the  small 
shopkeepers  of  this  country  can  support 
their  own  Church,  the  members  of  the 
Church  of  England  should  be  ashamed  to 
come  to  the  public  funds  for  money  for 
their  clergy,  which  they  ought  to  pay 
themselves  out  of  their  own  pockets.  1 
have  in  my  mind  at  this  moment  a  par- 
ticular district  which  is  dotted  aX\  over 
with    residential  millionaires,  bankers, 
brewers,  and  money-lenders,  all  of  them 
members  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Why  any  one  of  these  families  could 
perfectly  well  find  at  least  half  the  suni 
that  you  are  now  going  to  wring  from  the 
unwilling  and  oppressed  taxpayers  of  this 
country.    These  wealthy  people  might 
have  provided  this  small  sum  out  of  their 
pnvate  income  without  being  any  the 
worse  for  it  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Surely  this  is  a  humiliation  which  ought 
to  be  felt,  and  which  if  I  were  a  member  w 
the  Church  of  England  I  should  feel  most 
keenly,  and  I  am  sure  there  are  ma"y 
Churchmen  and  Churchwomen  in  thu 
country — and  some  of  the  Church  cler^ 
themselves — who,  to  their  honour,  will 
feel  humiliated  at  being  classed  among 
the  paupers  of  this  country  by  this  system 
of  outdoor  relief  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  providing  for  the  cleri^ 
under  this  Bill.    I  do  not  know  of  any- 
thing that  could  do  more  harm  to  the 
Church  than  this  measure.    I  am  snj* 
that  nothing  can  help  forward  Disestab- 
lishment  more  than   measures  of  t^^* 
kind   which    we    are    di.scu?  ;ing  thw 
evening,  and  if  it  is  the  design  of  the 
Government  to  promote  DiscstablishmcBt 
then  I  congratulate  them  upon  having 
tiiken  a  policy  which  certainly  will  have 
that  effect  to  a  considerable  degree.  I 
not  suppose  any  protest  that  we  can  make 
here,  no  matter  how  justifiable  or  how 
strong  our  case  may  be,  or  however  tm* 
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our  allegations  against  the  system  of 
robbery  of  the  poor  in  order  to  further 
enrich  those  who  arc  not  in  want,  will 
change  a  single  vote  on  the  opposite  side.  | 
I  am  afraid  that  loyalty  to  their  leaders  | 
will  induce  hon.  Members  opposite  to  vote  i 
for  a  Bill  which  they  know  in  their  heart 
of  hearts  to  be  unjust,  and  based  upon 
nnjust  principles  which  they  know  is 
enforcing  from  the  poorest  people  in  the 
country  contributions  in  order  to  farther 
bolster  up  and  maintain  a  Church  which  is 
being  ministered  by  a  large  number  of 
lawless  clergymen  whose  actions  are 
condemned  by  thousands  of  Churchmen 
themselves.  We  shall,  however,  have 
the  satisfaction  of  endeavouring  to  do 
our  duty  to  our  constituencies  and  to 
the  country  by  voting  against  this 
measure,  for  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
amount  of  argument  will  induce  a  single 
vote  from  the  other  side  to  come 
over  to  this  side,  which  their  common- 
sense  and  sense  of  right  and  justice  would 
lead  them  to  do  were  they  not  bound 
under  such  strict  discipline  by  party 
mana^ment.  I  had  an  opportunity 
last  night  at  a  large  representative  gather- 
ing of  county  people,  which  included 
many  shopkeepers  and  tradesmen,  of  as- 
certaining their  opinion  upon  this  Bill, 
and  I  may  say  that  it  was  universally 
condemned  and  repudiated  by  the  Church- 
men who  were  present.  I  am  sure  the 
Government  will  find  that  to  be  so  to  a 
larger  extent  than  they  imagine.  This 
wrong,  added  to  the  other  wrongs  of  this 
Government,  will  go  a  long  way  indeed 
to  make  our  task  easier  in  bringing  about 
a  change  of  Government  in  the  near 
approaching  future,  which  we  on  this  side 
of  the  House  are  looking  forward  to  with 
confidence^  while  you  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  are  staving  oflT  the  evil 
day  to  the  longest  possible  period.  I  beg 
to  second  tbis  motion  for  the  rejection  of 
this  Bill,  which  is  an  unjust  and  wicked 
imposition  upon  the  poor  taxpayers  of 
this  country. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*' To  leave  out  tiie  wonl  '  now,' and  at  the 
end  of  the  question  to  add  t)ie  wohIm  'upon 
tliis  day  three  month**.'  " — {Mr.  Cambeti.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 


•Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Univer- 
sity) :  If  the  arguments  which  have  been 
advanced  by  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
moved  and  seconded  the  rejection  of 
this  Bill  be  all  that  can  be  said  agmnst  it 
I  think  I  can  congratulate  my  right  hon. 
friend  on  the  case  for  it  being  unanswer- 
able. I  do  not  propose  to  deal  at  length 
with  the  speeches  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,, 
but  one  matter  has  been  mentioned  on 
which  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words.  One 
of  the  arguments  used  in  support  of  the 
rejection  of  this  measure  was  that  a  great 
nuraljer  of  people  were  going  to  suffer  a 
great  wrong  in  order  to  benefit  a  com- 
paratively rich  class  of  ratepayei-s.  I 
should  like  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  spoken  to  ask  himself  in  calmer 
moments  what  number  of  his  constituents 
will,  when  this  Bill  is  passed  into  law, 
find  themsselves  a  penny  the  poorer.  If 
the .  hon.  Gentleman  will  pause  for  a 
moment  in  his  career  of  somewhat  heated 
denunciation  of  the  Church  of  England  to- 
which  he  does  not  belong  

Mr.  BROADHURST:  But  for  which 
I  have  W)  pay. 

*Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT :  If  the  hon.  Gen 
tleman  will  pause  and  ask  himself  the- 
true  facts  of  the  castf,  I  think  he 
will  find  that  the  relief  which  this 
Bill  proposes  to  confer  comes  out  of  a 
fund  which  really  does  not  in  any  way 
oppress  the  persons  whom  he  represents. 
The  contribution  of  the  ordinary  rate- 
payer to  this  fund  is  almost  infinitesimal 
and  the  county  authorities  will  not  be  a 
penny  the  worse  as  a  result  of  this  BUI 
except  in  so  far  as  the^  may  be  deemed 
to  be  worse  by  not  having  received  the  in- 
crement towhich  they  may  have  looked  for- 
ward. The  hon.  Member  asked  why  did 
not  the  richer  members  of  the  Ghureh  of 
England  relieve  the  clerical  tithe  owners. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  very  large  amount 
is  paid  at  the  present  moment  in  voluntary 
subscriptions  by  the  members  of  the 
Church  of  England  towards  the  relief  of 
the  poorer  clergy.  The  Queen  Victoria 
Clergy  Fund  and  several  other  funds 
are  supported  entirely  by  members  of 
the  Church  of  England  for  the 
relief  of  the  necessitous  clergy.  This  Bill 
is  not  a  matter  of  charity,  but  of  justice. 
It  is  asked  for  in  order  to  redress  what 
we  believe  to  be  an  unjust  mode  of 
assessing  the  rate.  I  know  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  do  not  admit  that  it  is  an 
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unjust  mode,  but  that  is  the  contention 
of  the  Government  and  of  men  who  have 
studied  the  question.  I  would  remind 
hon.  Members  how  soon  political  memory 
fails.  Not  many  years  ago  the  great 
statesman  who  led  the  Liberal  Party,  and 
who  was  considered  to  be  a  great  autho- 
rity on  financial  matters,  Mr.  Gladstone, 
■said  that  an  absolute  case  had  been  made 
■out  for  the  relief  of  the  clergy  in  this 
matter.  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  doctrine 
ithat  because  a  grievance  has  gone  on  for 
anany  years  it  ought  not  to  be  redressed. 
It  has  been  said  to  be  characteristic  of  the 
party  to  which  I  belong  that  when  a 
billing  had  lasted  for  many  years,  it  was 
Allowed  to  continue  unless  a  very  strong 
case  was  made  out  against  it.  But  the 
chief  boast  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site is  :  "  Point  out  an  injustice  however 
long  standing,  and  we  will  remove  it." 
It  is  no  answer  to  our  arguments  to  say 
^hat  as  this  grievance  has  been  borne  for 
years  it  can  continue  to  be  borne.  That 
IB  notafair  way  of  stating  the  case.  But  I 
>did  not  rise  so  much  for  the  purpose  of 
-jinswering  the  arguments  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  —  if  they  can  be 
called  arguments — -as  to  express,  on  behalf 
of  the  great  number  of  clergymen  through- 
out the  country  whom  I  have  the  honour 
to  represent  in  this  House,  my  extreme 
obligation  to  the  Government.  {Oppo- 
sition cheers.)  Hon.  Gentlemen  may 
indulge  in  ironical  cheers,  but  I  am  not 
.ashamed  to  thank  the  Government  for 
this  measure  of  justice,  and  for  removing 
A  grievance  which  has  pressed  hardly  on 
the  clergy  for  many  years.  We  were 
urged  to  represent  this  matter  to  the 
Oovemment ;  we  did  so  to  the  best  of  our 
.ability,  and  the  Grovemment,  having  care- 
fully considered  it,  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  a  case  of  justice  and 
not  of  charity.  I  support  this  Bill 
because  I  believe  it  to  be  a  sound 
measiu'e  for  the  relief  of  an  esta- 
blished grievance  which  presses  on  a  class 
■of  the  community  unique  in  this  respect, 
that  it  has  no  direct  representation  in  this 
House.  The  clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England,  with  the  exception  of  the  clergy 
■of  uie  Church  of  Borne,  are  the  onlydass 
of  the  community  prevented  by  statute 
from  entering  this  House,  and  therefore  it 
rests  with  us  to  represent  their  interests, 
and  to  advocate  their  just  claims.  We 
have  advocated  them,  and  the  result  is 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
introduced  this  Bill  I  am  quite  aware 
ithis  is  not  a  popular  measure,  and  on  that 
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very  account  I  am  even  more  obliged  to 
the  Grovemment.  It  is  very  easy 
to  pass  measures  that  are  popular, 
and  to  create  a  forore  in  the  coun- 
try in  their  favour.  That  does 
not  require  much  effort.  But  when 
Ministers  redress  a  grievance  from  con- 
scientious motives,  although  they  expo^ 
themselves  to  political  obloquy,  I  think 
they  are  entittea  to  special  gratitude.  I 
think  also  there  is  another  class  of  the  com- 
munity who  ought  to  thank  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  that  is  Her  Majesty's 
Opposition.  They  have  been  provided 
with  a  cry  for  which  they  have  been  long- 
ing. They  have  now  got  something  wiw 
which  to  endeavour  to  agitate  the 
country.  They  wiU  find,  however,  that 
the  country  on  grounds  of  logic  and  argu- 
ment, as  well  as  of  justice  and  considera- 
tion, will  be  with  the  Government.  When 
the  electors  look  at  this  matter  calmly 
and  deliberately,  and  apart  from  the 
heated  atmosphere  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, they  will  conclude  that  this  Bill  is 
not  an  act  of  charity,  but  of  justice.  It 
has  been  passed  on  behalf  of  a  class  which 
does  not  exercise  any  large  political  in- 
fluence in  the  country.  ("  Oh,  oh ! ") 
Well,  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  said 
that  the  parson  was  the  most  impopular 
man  in  the  parish,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
be  unpopular  and  to  exercise  great 
political  influence.  The  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England  do  not  deserve 
the  odium  cast  upon  them  by 
the  hon.  Member  in  his  speech. 
Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  they 
are  a  class,  I  will  venture  to  say,  in  spite 
of  what  the  hon.  Member  has  said,  who 
are  more  moderately  remunerated  thiun 
any  oUier  class  of  educated  Englishmen, 
and  who  are  doing  noble,  praiseworthy, 
and  self-denying  work.  Not  on  the 
ground  of  charity,  but  on  the  ground  olt 
justice,  I  therefore  heartily  support  tids 
measure. 

*Mr.  C.  WENTWOETH  BEAUMONT 
(Northumberland,  Hexham) :  In  support- 
ing the  motion  of  my  hon.  friend  I  ask 
for  the  indulgence  of  uie  House,  because  I 
have  never  yet  ventured  to  address  it, 
either  with  yon.  Sir,  in  the  Chair,  or  in 
Committee.  I  do  so  because  I  uree 
generally  with  the  reasons  expressed  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken, 
and  partly  because  if  even  the  principle  of 
the  Mil  is  accepted  it  is  too  wide  in  its 
operation.  In  my  view  the  provisions  ^ 
this  Bill  should  not  extuu)  to  clergymen 
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presented  to  benefice  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act.  That  point  has  been  veiy  little 
■discuBsedf  partly  because  some  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  faiadputdoTm  Amendments  in  that 

^iirection  did  so  in  the  wrong  place,  and 
partly  owing  to  the  constant  application 
of  the  closure.  If  one  thing  came  out 
more  clearly  than  another  in  the  course 
-of  the  Second  Reading  Debate,  and  it  has 
not  been  seriously  denied  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  it  is  that  in  estimating  the 
value  of  the  Tithe  by  the  Commissioners 
in  1836  no  deduction  was  to  be  "made 
for  Parlifunentary,  parochial,  .... 
and  other  rates,  and  that  "whenever 
said  tithes  should  have  been  compounded 
for  on  the  principal  of  rent  or  composi- 
tion being  paid  free  for  all  such  rates,  the 
Commissioners  shall  have  regard  to  the 
circumstance,  and  shall  make  such  addi- 
tion on  account  thereof  as  may  be  equiva- 
lent." Those  acquainted  with  the  matter 
will  know  that  what  I  have  quoted  is 
taken  from  Clause  37  in  the  Tithe  Commu- 
tation Act  of  1836  which  dealt  with  that 
part  of  the  subject.  This  is,  indeed,  not 
seriously  contested  by  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  but  it  has  rather  been  ignored 
by  the  Gi3vemment  and  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite.  Passing  over  that  point, 
therefore,  what  is  the  ostensible  ground  for 
the  Bill  1  It  is  that  owing  to  the  fall  in 
value  of  the  Tithe  Rent-charge,  clergy- 
men who  accepted  a  living  on  the  under- 
standing that  they  woiild  have  a  certain 
income  find  that  that  income  is  veir  much 
reduced,  and  that  they  suffer  thereby. 
That  is  not  denied  ;  but  why  should  it  be 
<%lled  an  injustice  ?  It  is  said  that  this 
Bill  has  been  brought  in  to  remedy  this 
injustice.  "We  admit  that  there  is  some 
hardship,  but  I  do  not  think  that  the 
word  "injustice,"  which  has  been  so 
largely  used  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
should  be  applied  to  all.  But,  admitting, 
ior  the  sake  of  argument,  that  there  is  an 
injustice,  how  has  it  arisen  ?  It  has 
teen  created  by  the  Agricultural 
Rates  Act  of  1896,  which  excluded  the 
•clergymen  from  the  so-called  benefits  of 
that  Act.  This  injustice  would  not  hare 
Iwen  discovered  at  all  had  it  not  been  for 
the  omission  of  the  clexgy  in  passing  the 
Act  in  1896.  There  was  not  a  thought  of 
injustice  by  the  Government  in  1896.  At 
all  events  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
is  credited  with  having  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  clergy  had  no  claim  for 
relief  on  that  score.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  suspected  to  be  not  very 
iond  of  the  clergy,  and  I  think  if  the 


language  used  by  that  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  come  from  this  side,  it  would 
have  been  said  that  it  arose  from  hostility 
to  the  Church  of  England.  Now,  the 
Government  have  tried  to  find  a  remedy  for 
this  "  injustice  "  by  making  another ;  be- 
cause we  on  this  side  of  the  House  hold 
that  it  is  an  injustice  that  any  particular 
class  of  persons  should  receive  relief  out 
of  the  public  purse.  It  was  on  that 
ground  that  we  contested  the  Agricultural 
Bating  Act^  and  on  the  same  ground,  how- 
ever great  the  hardships  some  of  the 
cler^  may  have  to  endure,  we  contest 
this  Bill.  The  (Jovemment  seem  to  have 
thought  that  they  could  remedy  one  in- 
justice by  creating  another,  on  some  sort  of 
idea,  I  8i^)pose,  that  two  blacks  make  a 
white.  However,  admitting  that  there  is 
some  hardshipon  those  whowere  presented 
to  benefices  under  different  financial  con- 
ditions, I  want  to  know  why  the  relief 
provisions  of  the  Bill  should  be  eztend«l 
to  those  to  be  hereafter  appointed.  They 
will  accept  their  appointments  to  livings 
knowing  what  income  to  expect  from  them, 
and  they  can  have  no  ground  of  complaint 
afterwards.  It  has  never  been  contended 
(so  far  as  I  am  aware)  that  there  is  any 
difticulty  in  obtaining  clergymen  to 
accept  benefices  when  there  is  a  vacancy, 
in  spite  of  this  grievance.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  supply  of  these  gentlemen  is  far 
greater  than  the  demand.  The  unfor- 
tunate patron  knows  that  whenever  he 
has  a  living  vacant  he  is  inundated  with 
applications  from  men,  good,  bad,  and  in- 
different. I  think  it  was  the  late  Lord 
Melbourne  who  said  when  he  had  £pisc(^ 
pal  patrona^  to  give  away  throu^b  the 
deaui  of  a  bishop,  "  I  believe  these  bishops 
dieto  spiteme."  I  feel  sure  that  most  patrons 
of  livings  must  have  feelings  very  similar 
tothatwhen  they havepatronage  tobestow.  * 
By  rejecting  this  Bill  the  House  would 
not  prevent  a  single  man  going  into  the 
Church,  or  a  single  clergyman  from 
applying  for  a  living ;  and  tm^  grievance 
would  right  itself  automatically  in  the  end. 
It  is  a  great  pi^,  to  my  mind,  that  the 
members  of  the  Goremment  do  not  have 
more  opportunities  of  mixing  with  their 
supporters  in  the  House  in  oraer  to  team 
their  real  views.  They  confine  themselves 
too  much  to  their  rooms.  If  they  had 
been  on  the  terrace  or  in  the  smoking- 
rooms  they  would  have  heard  recently 
very  strong  language  in  r^rd  to  this 
Bill — language  which,  if  expressed  in  this 
House,  you,  Sir,  would  not  have  held  to 
be  un-^rliamentaiy.   The  tnUy  amusiiw 
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incident  of  this  dull  session  is  the  abuse 
lavished  on  the  present  Government  by 
their  supporters,  who,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions— notably  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport — have  blindly  followed  them 
into  tilie  divifflon  lobbies.  I  thank  the 
House  very  much  for  the  patience  with 
which  I  have  been  listened  to,  and  I 
shall  have  no  hesitation  in  voting  against 
the  third  reading  of  this  Bill. 

*Ck)LONEL  V.  MIL  WARD  (Warwick) : 
I  cannot  agree  with  very  much  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Molton  Division 
has  said,  and  I  regret  especially 
the  reading  of  the  letter  which  he 
has  thought  fit  to  read  to  the  House. 
But  there  is  one  point  upon  which  I  do 
agree  with  him,  imd  that  is  that  it  does 
pkce  the  House  and  the  country  in  a 
difficult  position  when  it  is  necessary  to 
bnng  forward  a  Bill  at  this  time  of  the 
year  of  a  contentious  character,  and  when, 
in  order  to  pass  the  Bill  through  the  Com- 
mittee stage,it  is  necessary  that  the  speeches 
should  be  extremely  short,  and  the  discus- 
sion confined  to  one  side  of  the  House.  It  is 
evident  that  the  result  must  be  that  the 
country  must  have  a  distorted  view  of  the 
Bill  itself.  When  Members  get  up  one 
after  another  to  attack  the  Bill,  and  when 
the  conduct  of  the  Billisthusone-sided,  it  is 
quiteevidentthat  the  country  at  large  must 
form  an  erroneous  idea  of  the  Bill  and  of 
the  defence  of  it.  In  the  course  of  the 
Committee  stage  there  were  54  Govern- 
ment and  203  speeches  from  the  Opposi- 
tion. But  if  they  excepted  from  the 
Government  speeches  those  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  the  ^liiiister  for  Agri- 
cultiu-e,  the  Solicitor-General,  and  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  there  remained 
on  the  Government  side  twenty  speeches 
against  203  from  the  Opposition. 
I  think  it  is  a  notable  fact  that  of  those 
203  speeches  no  fewer  than  91  were  de- 
livered by  Welsh  Members,  who  have  so 
great  a  feeling  and  so  small  an  interest  in 
this  matter.  I  admit  tliat  nobody  could 
have  conducted  the  case  with  greater 
ability  than  the  Minister  for  Agriculture, 
nor  could  the  case  have  been  placed 
more  fairly  before  the  Hoiise  than  by  the 
three  Ministers  who  have  been  concerned 
in  the  progress  of  the  Bill ;  but  when 
Member  after  Member  rises  and  takes  a 
false  view  of  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
Government  I  confess  I  can  see  no  chance 
of  remedying  this  state  of  things,  unless 
we  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
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Member  for  South-East  Essex,  to  limit 
the    speeches,  let  us   say  Committee 
speeches,  to  ten  minutes,  so  that  the 
speaking  may  be  fairly  dt^ded  between 
the  tvfo  sides  of  the  House.   There  is 
another  constitutional  question  in  refe- 
rence to  the  Bill  that  I  wiah  to  raise.  The 
clergy  themselves  have  been  astounded 
at  the  reception  which  their  case  has  met 
with  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Here 
is   a  set  of  men    who,  as  ratepayers 
and  taxpayers,  in  common  with  other 
members  of  the  community,  have  a  light 
to  address  themselves  to  the  House  of 
Commons  for  the  redress  of  any  grievance 
they  have.    It  is  acknowledged  that  the 
relief  from  taxation  or  rating  is  an  interest 
which  should  be  dealt  with  oy  the  Crown 
or  the  House  of  Commons.    These  gentle- 
men have  addressed  themselves  in  a  per- 
fectly constitutional    manner    to  the 
House.    They  have,  through  their  Mem- 
bers, urged  their  views  upon  the  country; 
but  when  their  case  was  brought  forward 
in  the  House  it  was  flouted  and  sneered 
at,  and  was  met  by  the  perfer\'id— almost 
impassioned — eloquence  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  IVIember  for  West  Mon- 
mouthshire andthehon.  MemberforCamar* 
von  Boroughs,  and  by  raillery  on  thepartof 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mid-Glamoigan- 
shire,  and  this  culminated  in  the  stiuied 
travesty  of  a  preamble,  whioh  it  was 
proposed  to  attach  to  the  Bill,  and  which 
said  that  "  the  clergy  were  poor  and  unable 
to  pay  their  rates,'  and  that  "the  Church 
failed,  out  of  its  vast  possessions,  to  make 
pro™ion  for  them  or  their  families."  I 
deny  both  these  charges.     I  deny  that  it 
is  because  of  their  poverty  that  they 
have  a  right  to   have  their  wrongs 
redressed  here.    I  maintain  that,  whether 
poor  or   ricli,  they  have  a    right  to 
come    to   the    State   and   ask  that 
their    wrongs    should    be  redressed. 
I  deny  also  very  strongly  that  the  Church 
has  failed  out  of  its  riches  to  redress  the 
poverty  of  the  clergy.    Let  me  state  to 
the  House  what  the  Church  has  done 
during  the  last  few  yearn.    In  the  year  of 
the  last  Jubilee  of  the  Queen  a  fund  was 
raised  called  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee 
Fund.    In  the  first  year  it  amounted  to 
£100,000,  and  in  1898  to  £45,000.  These 
sums  are  specially  applied  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  the  smaller  incomes  of  the 
clerg}^     But   in   addition    there  is 
another  fund  called  the  Queen  Anne's 
Bounty    Fund.     In    1S97    there  was 
contributed    voluntarily  to    tliis  fimd 
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j£106,613  for  the  permanent  augmentation 
of  the  Uvings  of  the  clergy,  and  in  1898 
^116,932.  Altogether,  therefore,  the 
sums  contributed  by  these  two  funds  for 
the  augmentation  of  the  livings  of  the 
clergy  during  the  years  1897  and  1898 
amounted  to  £206,613  and  £161,932 
respectively.  Now,  I  do  not  desiTe  to 
diminish  for  one  moment  what  is  being 
done  by  the  Wesleyan  or  any  other  body, 
but  it  is  unfair — and  I  am  sure  hon. 
Oentlemen  opposite  will  fetf  it  is  unfair 
— to  say  that  we  are  doing  nothing  for 
the  augmentation  of  the  livings  of  the 
clergy  when  we  contribute  as  much  as 
£200,000  a  year  for  that  purpose.  In 
the  diocese  of  Liverpool,  moreover,  there 
is  the  fact  that  every  living  has 
been  raised  to  £200  a  year.  In 
addressing  myself  for  a  few  moments  to 
the  objections  which  have  been  raised  to 
this  Bill,  they  appear  to  me  to  range 
themselves  under  three  heads.  The  first 
objection  is  that  the  poor  are  being  made 
to  pay  for  the  rich.  Sometimes  we  hear 
the  clergy  called  the  rich  and  sometimes  the 
poor,  but  I  suppose  Chat  depends  upon  the 
line  of  debate  taken  by  hon.  Members. 
At  all  events  the  hon.  Member  for  Market 
Harborough  (Mr.  Logan)  raised  very 
strongly  the  fact  that  the  poor  labourers 
were  being  made  to  conbibute  the  sum  of 
£87,000  for  the  benefit  of  the  rich  clergy, 
and  he  observed  that  it  was  disgraceful  that 
in  a  certain  county  (Dorset)  the  labourer 
should  be  paid  only  9s.  or  10s.  a  week. 
I  do  not,  however,  see  how  the  House  of 
Commons  is  going  to  interfere  with  the 
price  of  the  labourers'  wages.  But  this  I 
do  say — that  no  poor  person  under  any 
circumstances  will  contribute  one  penny 
to  the  relief  which  is  being  given  to  the 
-clergy  under  this  KIL  Hon.  Members 
who  make  the  contrary  assertion  either 
have  not  studied  the  Bill  or  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  facts.  The 
whole  of  the  relief  is  given  from 
a  portion  of  the  annual  smu  which  is 
given  in  relief  of  local  taxation,  viz., 
that  portion  which  comes  from  the 
probate  duty.  It  will  not,  I  suppose,  be 
contended  that  poor  people  who  ^et 
9s.  or  10s.  a  week  contribute  anythmg 
to  the  probate  duty.  The  relief  given  by 
Exchequer  contributions  to  Local  Bating 
is  given  from  two  sources,  the  Probace 
Grant  and  the  Licenses.  Now  the 
Ucenses  are  levied  almost  entirely  from 
the  rich ;  they  are  for  armorial  bearings, 
carriages,  servants,  &c. ;  but  there  is  one 
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license  which  may  be  subscribed  to  by 
the  poor,  and  that  is  the  dog  license. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  here  and  there  a 
few  shillings  may  be  contributed  for  a 
dog  license  by  the  poor,  but  that  source 
is  entirely  exempted  under  this  Kll.  The 
relief  which  is  to  be  given  under  this  Bill 
is  entirely  from  the  Probate  Duty,  and 
not  a  single  farthing  can  under  any  cir- 
cumstances come  from  the  poor.  In  point 
of  fact,  however,  the  particular  sum  which 
is  given  under  this  Bill  does  not  come 
from  the  Probate  Duty;  it  comes  from 
the  increment  of  the  Probate  Duty,  so 
that  not  only  is  it  money^  that  never  hafi 
come  from  the  poor,  but  it  is  money  that 
never  has  gone  to  the  poor  because  it  is 
,  money  that  has  never  yet  been  received 
or  expended  by  the  County  or  Borough 
Authorities.  I  wish  to  refer  to  the 
argument  that  the  amount  of  the  rates 
was  added  to  the  tithe  in  1836.  That 
is  true  in  one  sense,  but  it  is  not 
true  in  another.  The  case  is  precisely 
the  same  as  that  of  a  landlord  who  lets 
two  houses  side  by  side.  One  house 
he  lets  at  £10  a  year  and  pays  the 
rates ;  while  the  other  he  lets  at  £8  a 
year,  and  the  tenant  pays  the  rates.  Sup- 
pose there  came  a  law  that  in  every  case 
the  landlord  should  pay  the  rates,  it  is 
quite  evident  that  he  would  charge  £10 
a  yearfor  each  house.  That  is  exactly  what 
happened  in  1836  with  regard  to  the 
rates  being  added  to  the  tithe.  In  some 
cases  the  clergyman  had  paid  the  rates, 
in  some  cases  the  farmer,  but  after  1836 
the  clergyman  was  by  law  required  to 
pay  them,  and  for  this  reason  they  were 
added  to  the  tithe.  We  have  never 
denied  that  the  tithe  was  rateable.  We 
have  never  denied  that  it  should  fairly 
pay  the  rate.  We  furthermore  say  that 
peraonal  property  should  pay  the  rate 
also,  and  did  pay  it  under  the  Aet  of 
Elizabeth,  But  we  say  that  the  rates 
have  become  an  intolerable  burden.  There 
is  not  a  single  person  in  this  House  who 
will  deny  Uiat  for  years  past  rates  have 
been  going  up,  but  even  if  they  were 
higher  in  1836  what  does  it  matter  to 
us  i  The  clergy  who  lived  then  are  no 
longer  alive,  and  to  present  incumbents 
there  is  only  one  experience,  and  that  is 
that,  owing  to  the  fall  in  the  value  of 
titheand  ^econtinual  increase  of  rates, the 
burden  has  become  so  intolerable  thirfi  the 
clergy  have  come  to  this  House,  and 
have  been  perfectly  right  in  coming  to 
this  House,  in  order  to  get  relief.  There 
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is  oiily  one  other  objection  to  which  I 
shall  refer  for  a  few  moments,  and  that 
is  the  question  between  town  and  country. 
That  question  was  raised  particularly  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bow  and  Bromley, 
who  I  am  sorry  to  see  is  not  in  hia  place. 
The  hon.  Member  wished  that  London 
should  bo  exempted  from  the  operation  of 
the  Bill,  and  a  number  of  hon.  Members 
on  the  opposite  side  supported  him  be- 
cause they  knew  the  adoption  of  his 
suggestion  meant  the  destruction  of  the 
Bill.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  to  be 
effective,  relief  of  this  kind  must  have 
application  to  the  whole  country.  Let 
me  cite  the  case  of  two  millionaires  who 
died  in  my  neighbourhood  during  tjie  last 
three  or  four  years.  I  suppose  they 
must  have  paid  at  least  £200,000  to  the 
country  under  the  Death  Duties,  and 
their  share  of  the  Probate  Duty  was  very 
large.  It  would  be  perfectly  fair  accord- 
ing to  the  arguments  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  that  the  Probate 
Duty  should  go  to  the  identical 
villages  from  which  it  was  paid. 
The  effect  of  that  would  be  that  these 
villagers  would  pay  no  more  rates  for  the 
rest  of  their  lives.  But  that  is  not  the 
only  question.  Do  you  think  villages 
contribute  nothing  to  the  towns?  My 
opinion  is  exactly  the  contrary.  Ever 
ince  the  enormous  increase  of  the  road 
rate  there  has  been  an  immense  contribu- 
tion of  the  villages  towards  the  towns. 
My  opinion  is  that  the  country  contributes 
more  to  the  towns  than  the  towns  to  the 
country.  What  is  the  case  of  London  ? 
Do  we  in  the  country  contrilmto  any- 
thing towards  London  f  I  submit  thjit 
we  do.  We  pay  for  the  parks,  and  a 
portion  of  the  Metropolitan  Police ; 
iESB.OOO  towaids  the  parks,  £54,9G8 
towards  the  police,  against  the  £19,000 
which  it  is  claimed  that  London  con- 
tributes towards  their  relief  of  the  clergy. 
Does  the  country  clergyman  share  in  the 
enjo;vnnent  of  the  Lo^on  parks  1  Once, 
in  a  blue  moon,  he  may  bring  his  wife  to 
to  London,  but  he  amply  contributes  his 
share  towards  the  cost  of  the  parks  and 
police  through  his  hotel  bill.  It  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind  yon  should  spread  the  whole  of  the 
cost  over  the  whole  of  England.  What 
is  the  cost  1  Of  the  amount  of  aid  pro- 
posed by  the  Bill  London  contributes 
only  one-seventh  of  a  penny  in  the  £,  on 
the  rates,  as  the  London  assessment  now 
leoches  the  enormous  value  of  £40,000,000 
Colonel  V.  Uihcard. 


a  year.  I  believe  the  London  rates  are 
about  seven  shillings  in  the  £,  and 
surely  one-seventh  of  a  penny  out  oi 
eighty-four  pence  is  not  excessive  as  a 
contribution  towards  the  act  of  justice 
which  we  are  trying  to  effect.  1  wish 
just  to  say  one  or  two  words  with  refer- 
ence to  what  fell  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolverhamp- 
ton (Sir  Henry  Fowler),  and  to  quote  a  i 
very  pregnant  sentence  from  the  speech  | 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  on  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill.  He  was  speaking  on 
the  urban  rates  and  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion, and  he  said : 

"  I  say  their  first  duty  in  to  deal  with  the 
ta»<k  entrusted  to  them,  which  is  to  sn^sestft 
remedy  for  the  grievanceit  under  \\\\k\\  all 
propeity  holders  labour  with  re.s|)eot  to  loi'»I 
taxation." 

These  are  very  pregnant  worda,  and  I 
hope    that    in     niture     the  great 
Party  opposite   will   live    up  to  the 
declaration  of  the  right  hon.  Crentleman, 
the  Member  for  Wolverhampton,  and  en- 
deavour to  so'decide  matters  that  propeny 
and  rent  will  no  longer  be  considered  tt>l«-' 
the  measure  of  a  man's  capacity  to  puy 
rates,  but  that  rates  will  be  spi-ea*!  not  u{k>! 
householders  only,  but  upon  pcr^uiw. 
property  holders, and  that  tihus  there  wuii! 
be  a  great  shifting  of  the  burtlen.    I  ha'- 
never  dared  to  nope  for  it,  myself ;  I 
think  it  idmost  past  bearing  that  all  thi 
local  taxation  of  the  country  should  f;-! 
upon  house  and  landed  property,  audi 
long  to  see  the  time  when  the  right  hi-: 
Gentlemen  opposite  will  bring  their  i 
telligonce   to  bear  on   the   subject,  - 
that  property  in  dividends  and  slwrt- 
shall   bo   made   to  bear  a   poitioii  ■'^ 
the  local   bmxiens.     I   support  wt- 
heartily  the  Third  Reading  of  the  Bill.  ■ 
l>elieve  it  to  be  a  measure  of  jiuticc  whu.- 
will  not  be  attended  by  any  apprecia'v 
amount  of  injustice;  I  am  sure  thutti' 
cause  of  the  clergy  will  l)enefit  by  i- 
Bill  now  being  enacted ;  and  I  hope  tb 
heated  feeling  which  has  passed  over  i;;  i 
House  lately  will  soon  be  forgotten  fi- 
that  we  shall  all  feel  that  we  have  tritiii 
do  somethuig  which  will  biing  justice : 
a  distressed  class  of  our  population. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  (Fifeshire,  W.):Tt 
right  hon.  Member  for  Oxford  Uiu'ven-it.- 
has  made  one  of  the  most  *'  sporting 
offers  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicesir' 
I  have  ever  heard.  He  offered  to  wriK 
his  speeches  for  him.   '\Miether  he 
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also  willing  to  deliver  them  I  did  not  quite 
understand.    But  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester,  being  I  suppose  anxious  to  retain 
his  seat,  did  not  accept  the  offer.    But  I, 
being  of  a  milder  mould,  and  the  weather 
being  hot,  would  be  only  too  happy  to 
accept  his  offer  to  make,  write,  and  deliver 
the  speech  which  it  is  necessary  for  me 
to  make  on  this  occasion.   There  can  be  no 
pleasure  in  taking  part  in  Debates  of  this 
land.    The  inevitable  consequence  of  an 
unusually  large  Parliamentary  majority 
is  that  it  robs  all  the  steps  Parliamentary 
instincts  require  to  be  taken  before  a  Bill 
becomes  law,  of  their  reality,  sincerity, 
and  significance,  and  the  time-honoured 
forms    of    this    House  seem   to  be- 
come mere  vehicles  of  obstruction.  But 
we  were  bound  to  remember  that  the 
Opposition  has  its  duties — although  it 
may  be  questionable  whether  nowadays 
it  possesses  any  rights — and  one  of  them 
is  the  duty  of  maintaining  the  forms  and 
traditions  of  the  House,  waiting  for  better 
times,  which,  this  Bill  may  do  something  to 
accelerate,  when  the  Government  majority 
may  not  be  so  great  as  it  is  now  and  Gentle- 
men opposite  may  be  glad  the  Opposition 
maintained  for  them  the  ceremonies  which 
they  look  upon  now  with  abhorrence  and 
dislike.    I  opposed  this  Bill  on  the  Third 
Reading  on  the  same  ground  as  I  would  j 
oppose  it   on  the  Thirtieth  Reading,  j 
because  it  is  an  essentially  unjust  and  ifi-  j 
omened  Bill.  There  was  a  time  when  there  | 
might  be  found,  scattered  up  anrl  down 
this  pleasant   country,  rate-paying  and 
taxpaying  persons  who  took  no  active 
part  in  political  contentions,  even  during  . 
the  turmoil  of  general  elections,  not  greatly  , 
caring  for  the  success  of  tlie  "  ins  "  or  the  j 
*'  outs  " ;  and  most  of  us  in  our  hours  of 
langour,  when  the  wheels  of  life  inih  alow, 
have  felt  a  sneaking  sympathy  with  those 
gentle  spirits  who,  if  accused  of  unpatriotic 
indifference,  were   able   to   allege,  and 
allege  truthfully,  that  in  the  past,  at  all 
events,   whichever  Party  succeeded  in 
clutching  the  golden  keys,  there  was  one 
key  on  the  bunch  which  would  never  be 
basely  turned  to  party  purposes — the  key  i 
of  the  National  Exchequer.    They  could 
always  rely  that  whichever  Party  occu- 
pied the  Treasury  bench  it  would  supply 
a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who  would 
regard  himself  as  the  trusted  guardian  of 
puolic  funds,    and  would   never  con- 
sent to  allow  himself  to  become  the  mere 
party  pajTuaster  of  greedy  and  mercenary 
forces.    If  ever  there  was  a  Bill  which 
required  to  be  defended  in  principle  and 


details  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer it  is  this  Bill,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  a  large  number  of  people,  diverts  public 
funds  into  very  private  uses  indeed,  and 
pays  off  half  the  rates  of  the  clergy  of  a 
particular  Church  out  of  the  probate 
duty.   It  is  a  Bill  which  might  be  right 
or  which  might  be  wrong,  but  it  ought  to 
be  defended.    But  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  taken  no  part  whatever  in 
the  discussions.    Rumour,  always  rife  in 
the  lobbies  of  this  House,  alleges  that 
he  did  not  like  the  Bill.    Rumour  is  a 
lying  jade.    I  am  not  prepared  to  believe 
the  rumour,  and  I  will  assume  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  approves  of 
the  Bill  and  likes  it  because,  although  his 
tongue  may  be  silent,  his  is  the  responsi- 
bility for    it,    for   his   is  the  hand 
that    turns    the   tap   that   fills  the 
clerical  pail.    We  have  had  some  useful 
discussions  during  the  progress  of  the 
Bill,  and  one  thing  became  clear  during 
the  course  of  those  discussions  which  was 
'  not  quite  clear   when  we   began.  All 
persons  are  agreed  that  tithe  rent-charge 
18  rateable    property.     The   hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Stroud,  the  apostle  of 
rating  and  the  high  priest  of  assessment 
committee^  took  a  large  part  in  the 
Debates  trntil  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for   jMid   Glamorgan    discovered  that 
he  had  written  a  book  on  the  subject, 
which  was  in  the  library,  and  then  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  if  he  will  allow 
the  quotation  in  all  kindliness,  "  Curled 
up  on  the  floor,  And  our  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings seemed  to  interest  him  no  more." 
Tithe  rent-charge  is  rateable  property, 
and  directly  that,  is  admitted  away  goes 
the  argument  of  the  clergy  that  they  are 
rated  on  professional  incomes.    It  is  ad- 
mitted that  professional  incomes  are  nob 
rateable  property,  and  there  is  no  proposial 
to  make   professional  incomes  rateable 
property.    Therefore  tithe  rent-charge  is 
rateable  property,  whether  in  the  hands  of 
a  lay  impropriator  or  in  the  hands  of  a 
clerical  holder  of  a  living.    I  am  quite 
able  to  appreciate  the  difference  between 
tithe  rent-charge  in  the  hands  of  a  lay  im- 
propriator and   the    net    rent -charge 
which    remains   in  the  hands  of  the 
cler^man  compelled  to   discharge  the 
duties   of  the  parish  to  which  he  is 
attached    and    to    see    that  public 
worship  and  the  rites  of  the  Church  are 
properly  performed  there.    But  that  is 
not  a  question  of  rating,  but  of  the  mode 
of  assessment,  uid  the  mode  of  assessment 
depends  on  the  circumstances,  not  of  the 
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clergy  as  a  body,  but  on  the  circumstances 
of  each  particular  case,  and  demands 
and  requires  that  each  particular 
case  shall  be  considered  on  its  own 

■  merits.  Therefore  there  was  no  general 
injustice  in  rating  the  clergy  in  the 
way  they  are  rated  now.  The  very 
highest  way  it  is  possible  to  put  it  is  that 
in  particular  cases,  after  particular  inquiry 
it  hiighb  be  that  good  sense  and  good 
judgment  would  suggest  that  certain 
deductions  should  be  allowed.  Putting 
myself  in  the  position  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  seeking  to  support  this  Bill  as 
they  best  can,  I  would  ask  them  vrhether 
they  can  really  put  the  case  of  the  clergy 
higher  than  this :  that  at  the  most  some  of 
the  clergy  ought  to  be  permitted,  under  a 
proper  equitable  mode  of  assessment,  to 
make  certain  deductions  from  their  tithe 
rent-charge.  But  this  Bill  does  not  pre- 
tend to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  It  does 
not  alter  the  law  of  rating  or  the  mode  of 
assessment^  or  permit  a  single  clergyman 
to  make  legitimate  deductions.  It  simply 
dips  its  hand  into  the  purse  of  the  National 
Exchequer  and  takes  £87,000  out  and 
gives  it  to  the  clergy,  totally  irre- 
spective of  whether  any  of  them  are 
entitled  to  make  a  just  claim  on  which 
the  whole  case  for  the  Bill  rests.  The 
Bill  is  doubly  unjust — it  is  unjust  to  the 
clergy,  because  it  divides  the  money 
among  them  independently  of  their 
moral  claim  to  make  deductions. 
It  is  also  grossly  unfair  to  the  country, 
because  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  this 
£87,000  is  not  a  larger  sum  than  would 
7)e  required  to  make  up  anything  the 
rates  may  lose  if  the  deductions  of  which 
I  have  spoken  hre  made.  Therefore  I  will 
ask  whether  this  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
question  is  not  one  of  gross  injustice  both 
to  the  clergy,  whose  interests  the  Govern- 
ment seeks  to  serve,  and  the  interests  of 
the  country,  which  they  are  bound  to 
protect?  I  cannot  myself  agree  that 
these  deductions  are  right  and  proper  to 
be  made,  because  I  cannot  forget  that  for 
sixty  years  the  courts  of  law  and  justice 
have  decided  that  they  cannot  be  per- 
mitted. The  difficulty  of  making  these 
deductions  in  particular  cases  is  very 
great,  and  there  is  not  a  single  gentle- 
man alive  who  has  not  accepted  his 
living  on  the  condition  that  these  deduc- 
tions were  not  likely  to  be  allowed. 
However  that  may  be,  I  submit  they  have 
not  made  out  a  single  case  to  justify  the 
appropiiation  of  this  sum  of  money  to 
Mr.  Sirrell. 


alleviate  the  distress,  or  rather  the  in- 
justice which  they  insist  upon.  However, 
I  suppose  we  must  soon  put  with  this 
Bill,  and  it  will  go  and  seek  its  fortunes 
elsewhere.  I  must  say  that  to  anyone 
who  loves  irony  and  delights  in  an 
ironical  situation  more  than  justice,  there 
is  something  peculiarly  charming  in  the 
spectacle  of  a  council  of  lay  impropriators 
— of  men  holding  the  greatest  tithes 
which  once,  at  all  events,  were  devoted  to 
religious  and  charitable  purposes — meetr 
ing  in  solemn  conclave  to  consider — 
what?  How  best  to  relieve  the  necessities 
of  the  holders  of  the  small  tithes  which  are 
still  devoted  to  religious  purposes — at  the 
expense  of  the  public  exchequer.  There 
is  where  the  weak  point  comes  in.  At 
the  expense  of  the  public  exchequer! 
How  many  times  during  the  last  twenty 
years  have  I  not  read  in  the  truth-loving 
columns  of  the  Guardian  newspaper — an 
organ  of  opinion  for  which  I  have  the  pro- 
foundest  and  most  sincere  respect — the 
complaint  that  if  only  the  lay  impropria- 
tors would  tax  themselves  voluntarily 
at  one  half  the  amount  at  which  the  pow 
clerical  holders  of  the  small  tithes  do  for 
church  purposes,  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary for  the  Church  of  England 
to  make  these  annual  raids  upon 
the  public  exchequer,  but  she  would 
be  able  both  to  pay  her  own  clergy 
and  to  maintain  her  own  schools.  I  ven- 
ture to  make  these  remarks  here,  because 
I  doubt  very  much  whether  they  will  be 
made  elsewhere.  The  point  I  am 
really  desirous  of  making  is  that  I  do 
think  it  is  a  public  scandafand  a  constitu- 
tional wrong  that  a  measure  of  this  sort 
should  be  sent  from  beginning  to 
end  through  Parliament  sub  silentio  by 
the  Chancmlor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  SETON-KARR  (St.  Helens)  :  It 
has  been  suggested  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  that  we  on  this  side  have 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  of  silence  he- 
cause  we  cannot  justify  our  support  of 
this  Bill,  Under  those  circumstances 
I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  give 
a  silent  vote.  I  have  voted  for  this  Bill 
all  through  with  a  light  heart  and  a  clear 
conscience.  I  most  cordially  support  the 
measure,  and  in  doing  so  I  have  not  dis- 
covered the  slightest  strain  on  niv  alle- 
giance to  Her  Majewty  s  Government  or 
to  the  party  to  which  I  belong.  My 
chief  objection  to  the  Bill  is  that  it  does 
not  go  far  enough.    On  the  ground  of 
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justice  we  ought  to  relievo  the  clerical 
tithe-owner  not  only  of  half  his  rates,  but 
of  the  whole.    I  support  this  Bill,  to  put 
it  ahortlyj  on  two  grounds.    In  the  first 
place,  on  its  merits ;  juod,  secondly,  be- 
cause it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  Bill 
to  frhich  the  present  Govemment  and  the 
Unionist  Party  are  committed  by  their 
previous  acts,  statements,  and  measures 
which  have  been  passed.    They  are  com- 
mitted to  it  by  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Ratine  (which  they  them- 
selves appointed),  and  they  are  com- 
mitted to  it  by  the  precedent  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Rating  Act  of  1896.    This  Bill  is 
a  simple  and  necessary  act  of  justice.  I 
have  listened  to  nearly  the  whole  of  these 
Debates,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  most 
of  the  speeches  and  criticisms  directed 
against  the  measure  have  been  very  largely 
animated  by  party  feeling;  they  have  con- 
tained a  maximum  of  party  feeling  with 
a  minimum  of  solid  argument.  Hon. 
Members  have  argued  from  all  sorts  of 
premisses ;  it  is  difficult  to  criticise  any 
two  arguments  together.    What  is  it  that 
this  Bill  proposes  to  do  ?   It  proposes  to 
relieve  the  tithe-rent  charge  attached  to  a 
benefice  of  half  its  rates.    What  is  the 
simple  reason  for  that  7   That  there  is  no 
other  property  rated  in  the  same  wa^ ; 
and  therefore  it  is  unfair  to  rate  this  in 
that  way.    It  is  not  a  question  of  the 
gross  or  net  income  ;  it  is  not  a  question 
of  rating  the  incomes  at  all.    What  is  the 
fact  ?    The  clerical  tithe-owner  is  taxed 
on  his  income  like  everybody  else,  whether 
it  is  a  tithe  rent-charge  income  or  an 
income  from  other  sources  ;  he  is  rated  on 
his  dwelling  like  everybody  else,  but  he 
is  also  rated  on  nis  tithe  rent-charge  like 
nobody  else.    On  that  ground,  when  it  is 
established — and  I  venture  to  say  it  is 
established — logically  the  whole  of  that 
unfair  burden  ought  to  be  removed.  Have 
any  hon.  Members  opposite  brought  for- 
ward a  single  analogous  case  in  which  in- 
comes are  rated  in  the  same  way?  The  hon. 
Member  for  Carnarvon  delivered  an  elo- 
quent but  violent  party  speech  on  the 
Second  Reading,  and  made  the  only 
attempt  I  have  heard  to  cite  some  ana- 
logous cases.    The  instances  he  cited  were 
the  income  of  a  colliery  proprietor  and 
the   income  received  by  a  house  pro- 
prietor from  small  houses  which  he  owned, 
and  the  hon.  Member  said  they  were  ana- 
logous cases  in  which  the  holders  were 
rated  on  their  incomes.    I  submit  that 
there  is  absolutely  no  analogy  at  all.  For 
this  simple  reason ;  in  -the  case  of  the 


colliery  proprietor  or  the  owner  of 
house-rent,  the  amount  of  the  rent  is  a 
question  of  private  bai^gaining'between  the., 
lessor  and  lessee,  in  which  the  rates  are  ' 
taken  into  account.  In  the  case  of  tiUie, . 
the  rates  cannot  possibly  be  taken  into 
account,  because  it  is  not  a  question  of . 
private  contract. 

Mr.   LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
District) :  I  do  not  think  I  said  they  were 
rated  on  their  income.    I  said  they  were 
very  often  rated  on  more  than  their, 
income. 

Mr.  SETON-KARR  :  I  do  not  quite 
follow  the  intemiption.  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  said  the  owners  of  house  pro- 
perty and  collieries  were  rated  on  their 
incomes. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  On  more  J 
than  their  income.  * 

Mr.  SETON-KARR:  On  more  than' 
their  income.    Of  course,  they  are  rated 
on  the  assessment  of  their  property.  The 
clerical  tithe  owner  is  also  rated  on  his  : 
dwelling,  quite  apart  from  the  tithe.  The ' 
point  I  am  endeavouring  to  make  is  that  in  ' 
the  one  case  it  is  a  question  of  private  con-  • 
tract,  and  in  the  other  it  is  not.    Here  is .' 
where  the  shoe  pinches.    Rates  are  in  the 
habit  of  going  up.    In  the  one  case  the  . 
rent  may  go  up,  but  in  the  other  case  the  t 
net  income  of  the  clerical  tithe-owner  goes 
down.    Let  me  state  my  reasons  why,  as. 
a  borough  Member  and  a  supporter  of  - 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  I  am  entirely 
in  favour  of  this  Bill.    Whence  does  tho  . 
opposition  to  this  Bill  come  ?    In  the  first  ^ 
place,  there  is  the  opposition  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin.  I 
listened  to  his  speech  on  the  Second  , 
Reading  with  very  great  interest.   But  ,, 
we  ormnary  Members  cannot  but  be 
influenced  by  the  thought  that  my  right 
hon.  friend  is  the  "  candid  friend   of  the 
Unionist  Government,  and  his  standard  of 
legislative  excellence  is  so  high  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  conceive  any  measure 
which  would  receive  the  stamp  of  his  ap- 
proval. I  shall,  therefore,  criticise  with  the 
utmost  diffidence  one  argument  which  m^ 
right  hon.  friend  pressed  upon  the  House.  . 
I  think  the  argument  that  he  pressed 
with  the  greatest  force  may  be  sum- 
marised in  Uiree  words — priority  of  title. 
I  think  I  am  putting  the  case  in  its 
outline  when  I  say  that  the  argument 
was  that  the  tithe  rent-charge  is  prior  to 
the  ownership  of  the  land,  and  therefore 
under  no  circumstances  can  it  be  inter-, 
fered  with — in  other  words,  tl}at  what' 
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has  been  going  on  for  three  centuries  can- 
n9t  be  Stereo  now.  '  The  consideration 
m\  once  occurred  to  me  that  the  rates  are 
not  a  fixed  quantity.    U  the  ratra  were 

the  same  now  as  they  were  three 
centuries  ago,  I  could  see  some  force 
in  the  argument,  but  rates  are  con- 
stantly going  up.  The  owner  of  tithe 
who  had  a  certain  income  many  years 
ago  has  not  the  same  income  now — for 
one  reason,  because  the  rates  are  con- 
stantly ^oing  up  to  meet  the  advance  of 
civilisation. 

An  HON.  Member:  The  rates  have 
gone  down. 

Mb.  SETON-KARR:  I  contend  that 
rates  generally  go  up.  At  all  events, 
they  vary,  they  are  not  a  fixed  quantity. 
My  argument  is  that  if  the  rates  were  a 
fixed  quantity  there  would  be  some 
ground  for  the  argument  of  antiquity  or 
priority  of  title.  But  the  rates  vary; 
they  may  go  up,  and  they  have  gone  up ; 
in  some  cases  possibly  they  have  gone 
down.  What  was  fair. and  ri^ht  three 
centuries  ago  is  not,  necessarily,  right 
HOW.  We  want  to  see  the  incidence  and 
burden  of  rating  so  equally  distributed 
that  they  are  snared  as  well  by  personal 
property  as  by  leal  property,  and  I  sub- 
mit that  this  Bill  is  founded  on  that 
greaV  principle.  I  desire  to  allude  to  the 
position  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
lor  Stockport.  He  opposed  this  Bill  in 
a  somewhat  violent  speech,  in  which  he 
eaid  that  it  was  imfair  to  the  boroughs 
and  the  urban  districts.  He  went  even 
further,  and  used  stronger  language,  say- 
>  ii%  .that  this  Bill  betrayed  the  interests  of 
the  towns  of  the  country.  In  passing,  let  me 
deal  with  a  side  argument  on  this  point. 
Mj^  hon.  friend  did  not  give  any  figures, 
but  I  propose  very  shortly  to  quote  some 
figures  to  the  House.  In  the  first  place, 
he  said  that  the  interests  of  the  boroughs 
hB^  been  sacrificed  to  the  interests  of  the 
counties.  Under  this  Bill  we  are  taking 
£87,000  out  of  the  Local  Taxation  Fund 
to  relieve  the  clerical  tithe  owner.  That 
meuis  to  the  clerical  tithe  owner  about 
£^  per  head.  Under  the  ii^nious  and 
wwe  provision  of  the  ^1,  what  does  it 
mean  to  the  general  body  of  ratepayers  1 
1  admit  at  once  that  it  means,  in  the  first 
place,  that  £87,000  is  taken  away  from 
the  Local  Taxation  Grant,  which  would 
ot&erwise  go  to  the  relief  of  the  rates 
of  the   ratepayers  of    EngUnd  and 

Mr.  Sdon-Karr. 


Wales.   But  the  rateable  capacity  d 
England    and    Wales  is  quotea  at 
£172,000,000.   £87,000  spread  overthat 
means         in  the  £.   I  ask  the  House 
in  all  seriousness,  Do  those  figures  justify 
the  heroic  language  of  the  Member  for 
Stockport?   Take  a  £25  householder. 
In  that  case  he  has  to  pay  towards  the 
relief  given  hy  this  Bill  the  large  sum  of 
3d.  a  year.    The  burden  is  inappreciable. 
So  strongly  do  I  feel  that  this  Bill  is  a 
just  BiU,  that  even  though  the  burden 
were  appreciable,  I  still  would  heartily 
vote  for  it ;  but  as  the  burden  is  inappre- 
dable,  it  does  not  in  any  way  justify  the 
language  which  has  been  used.   The  hon. 
Member  went  further,  and  said  that  the 
borough  supporters  of  Her  Majesty's 
Grovemment  were  not  prepared   to  go 
down  and  justify  this  Bill  in  the  face  of 
their  constituents.     I  do  not  know  by 
what  right  my  hon.  friend  arrogated  to 
himself    the    right  to  speak  for  the 
boroughs  of  the  country.    He  represents 
but  half  a    borough ;   I   represent  a 
whole  one,  but  I  do  not  propose  to 
speak  of  anyone   other  than  myself. 
I  voted  for  the  Agricultural  Rates  Bill 
I  have  supported  this  BiU  in  all  its 
stages,  and  intend  to  vote  for  the  Third 
Ke^jing.    I  have  not  received  from  a 
single  constituent  a  single  line  of  re- 
monstrance of  any  sort  or  kind.    I  can 
only  say  that  I  am  quite  ready  to  go 
down  to  my  constituents  and  justify  my 
vote  on  any  occasion  and  on  any  platform. 
The  position  of  hon.  Members  opposite  in 
opposing  this  BiU  has  been  ahready  dealt 
with.   They  are  all  agreed  that  this  BiU 
is  a  godsend  to  them.   There  are  many 
Members  opposite  whose  fixed  and  deter- 
mined policy  is  to  diswtablish  and  disen- 
dow, if  they  can,  our  national  Church. 
It  is  only  natural  that  those  Members 
should  oppose  the  Bill ;  it  recognises  the 
vested  interests  of  our  national  cler^  in 
the  funds  of  our  national  Church.  Lan- 
guage has  been  carried  so  far  as  to 
describe  this  Bill  as  a  piece  of  class  legis- 
lation, a  dole  to  the  cler^ ;  or,  as  one 
hon.  Member  said,  the  squire  and  parson 
have  combined  to  rob  the  poor  ratepayer. 
We  can  liberally  discount  that  langiu^ ; 
we  know  exactly  what  it  is  worth.  But 
why  do  not  hon.  Members  opposite  go 
and  use  the  same  words  in  the  constitu- 
encies 1   I  am  glad  to  think  there  is  at 
least  one  consistent  Member  of  the  Oppo- 
sition who  is  opposing  this  Bill,  and  that 
is  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampt<Hi. 
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During  the  last  forty-eight  hours  he  has 
been  to  his  constituents  and  told  them 
that  the  Unionist  Government  takes  every 
■opportunity  of  utilising  the  funds  of  the 
I^chequer  in  order  to  brihe  and  corrupt 
its  supporters.  That  is  only  consistent 
vith  what  the  hon.  Member  said  in  this 
House.  But  during  the  last  eighteen 
months  three  elections  have  taken  place 
— there  may  have  been  more — in  which 
the  supporters  of  the  Liberal  candidates 
have  issued  pamphlets  and  leaflets  solicit- 
ing votes  on  the  ground  that  this  Bill  is  a 
,gwd  Bill,  and  required  by  the  clergy. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  Not  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SETON-KAKR  :  No ;  something 
more  than  this  Bill.  Voters  were  asked 
to  support  the  Liberal  candidate  on  the 
ground  that  the  clergy  could  not  trust 
the  Unionist  Government.  The  Leader 
■of  the  House  quoted  one  of  those  leaflets 
■on  the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill,  and  if 
the  statement  therein  contained  is  not 
-a  suggestion  that  if  the  clergy  wanted 
the  rates  on  their  tithes  reduced  they 
must  vote  for  the  Liberal  candidate,  I  do 
not  know  what  it  is.  One  thing  is  said  in 
this  House,  but  another  thing  in  the  con- 
stituencies. We  have  all  heard  of  the 
.advice  of  the  unscrupulous  City  man  to 
his  son,  "Get  money,  honestly  if  you 
*an,  but  get  it."  I  should  like  to  para- 
phraae  that,  and  say  that  hon.  Members 
•opposite  seem  to  go  on  the  principle, 
■"  Get  votes,  honestly  if  you  can,  but  get 
them."  I  am  glad  for  another  reason 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
brought  in  this  Bill.  I  am  glad  that  they 
are  doing  something  for  some  of  their 
iriends  and  supporters.  The  Unionist 
■Government  have  'promoted  legislation  in 
the  past  which  has  had  a  chastening  effect 
upon  some  of  their  supporters.  There 
Are  Irish  landlords  and  £^lish  employers 
-of  labour  on  this  side  of  the  House  who 
•can  bear  testimony  to  that  fact.  Chas- 
tisement and  contradiction  is,  indeed,  good 
for  us  all ;  but  the  old  Adam  will  some- 
times prevail,  and  I  do  most  heartily  con- 
ffratulate  Her  Majesty's  Government  on 
bringing  in  a  Bill  which  I  look  upon  as  a 
sim^e  act  of  justice,  and  which  also  will 
<lo  something  to  help  some  of  their  sup- 
porters. 

*Mh.  perks  (Lincolnshire,  Louth) :  I 
think  wfi  probably  have  the  real  reason 


for  the  support  of  tins  Bill  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  my  hon.  friend's  speech.  Wo 
listened  not  an  hour  ago  to  the  somewhat 
plaintive  thanks  which  were  tendered  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Oxford  Univermt^ 
on  behalf  of  his  clerical  friends  for  this 
small  contribution  towards  their  relief, 
and  he  went  on  to  point  out  that  the 
Government  are  worthy  of  praise  because 
they  have  introduced  a  measure  which  he 
stated  was  most  unpopular  in  the  country. 
While  it  is  perfectly  true  that  twenty 
speeches  have  been  delivered  from  the 
opposite  benches  in  support  of  this  mea- 
sure, very  few  of  those  speeches  have 
been  by  a  Member  for  a  large  democtatio 
urban  constituency.   Substantially  it  is 
true  that  the  support  of  this  measure  has 
come  from  the  rural  and  not  from  the 
urban  districts.    I  admit  at  once  that  the 
Church  of  England  is  at  the  present 
moment  devoting  large  sums  of  money, 
raised  by  voluntary  contribution,  towarns 
the  purposes  of  the  National  Church. 
Our  only  complaint  is  that  she  will  not 
carry  that  process  just  a  little  further,  and 
provide  by  voluntary  contributions  this 
comparatively  small  sum  for  which  she 
proposes  to  dip  her  hands  into  the  public 
purse.    The  Church  of  England  has  about 
1,950,000  communicants  connected  with 
the  Establishment,  out  of  a  population  in 
England  of  29,000,000.    If  on  the  next 
occasion  when  those  communicants  attend 
church  they  could  be  persuaded  to  give 
Is.  each  towards  the  necessities  of  their 
clergy,  it  would  be  wholly  unnecessary 
for  the  Government  to  trouble  Parliament 
to  provide  this  miserable  dole.    May  I 
point  out  to  the  House  that  the  only  plea 
which  has  been  put  Math  any  force  before 
the  country  in  support  of  this  measure  is 
the  destitute  condition  of  a  number  of 
worthy  clergymen  % 

Several  HOK.  Meubebs  :  No ! 

*Mr.  perks  :  I  say,  put  with  force. 
I  know  some  Members  take  a  diflerent 
view  in  this  House,  but  that  is  not  the 
ground  on  which  the  Bill  is  defended 
in  the  country.  I  read  the  clerical 
journals  and  the  speeches  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  venture  to  defend  the  BiU  in 
the  country—and  they  are  ve^  few — 
and  those  speeches  have  been  based  on 
the  fact  that  the  clergy  are  miserably  off, 
that  their  rates  have  risen,  that  their  tithes 
have  f iJlen,  and  therefore,  it  is  alleged,  they 
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are  entitled  to  this  relief.  What  I  want 
to  point  out  is  that  there  are  vast  masses 
of  the  deigy,  and  probably  the  most 
deserving,  who  do  not  come  within  the 
purview  of  this  Bill  at  all.  There  are  in 
Jiis  country  about  13,000  incumbents  in 
.he  various  livings,  large  and  small,  but 
there  are  upwards  of  6,000  clergy  who 
are  completely  out  of  occupation,  wHo  have 
no  livings  or  clerical  charges  whatever. 
That  vast  body  of  men,  who  certainly  are 
not  the  least  necessitous,  are  not  brought 
within  the  confines  of  this  Bill  at  all,  and 
receive  no  relief  whatever.    Pass  to  the 

Ct  number  of  curates  in  this  country. 
1  anybody  imagine  that  one  of  the 
effects  of  the  Bill  will  be  to  add  to  the 
salary  or  to  improve  the  condition  of 
curates,  or  lead  to  the  employment  of 
more  curates  t  He  must  be  a  very  san- 
guine man  indeed  who  thinks  so.  Take 
again  the  clergy  in  the  towns — probably 
the  most  hard-working  of  the  clergy,  the 
men  with  the  largest  congregations,  who 
do  the  most  effective  social  and  mora! 
work.  How  are  those  men  supported  1 
They  are  supported  not  by  tithes,  but 
mainly  by  the  contributions  of  their  con- 
gregation, the  offertories  and  pew-rents. 
These  men  will  derive  no  benefit,  or  very 
little  in  very  exceptional  cases,  from  this 
Bill.  The  main  relief  will  go  to  the  clergv 
in  the  rural  districts  and  in  the  small 
towns  of  the  country ;  it  will  be 
given  to  the  rich  and  poor  alike.  The 
man  who  is  receiving  £1,000  a 
year  will  get  it  equally  with  the  man  who 
IS  recei\'ing  only  ^£200  a  year,  simply  be- 
cause the  House  refused  to  adopt  the 
sliding  scale  which  was  proposed.  It 
woulcT  be  a  great  convenience  if  the 
Grovemnient,  when  introducing  a  Bill 
which  it  is  intended  shall  not  be  altered, 
would  state  so  in  plain  language;  that 
would  be  a  far  more  honest  course  than 
for  us  to  be  invited  to  put  upon 
the  Notice-Paper  Amendments  when 
the  Government  from  the  outset  have 
decided  that  they  will  not  allow  a  single 
alteration  in  the  Bill.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  one  of  the  effects  of  this 
Bill  on  the  Anglican  Church  will  he  the 
same  as  was  prwiuced  by  the  gift  to  vol- 
untary schools.  The  subscriptions  to 
voluntary  schools  have  fallen  away.  That 
is  the  complaint  made  in  all  directions  hy 
the  diocesan  authorities  and  by  the 
administrators  of  the  funds  of  the 
Anglican  Church  in  reference  to  voluntary 
schools.   Is  it  likely  if  ^£87,000  a  year  is 


voted  by  Parliament  out  of  the  public 
purse  for  the  assistance  of  the  clersy 
that  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
Anglican  Church  will  be  maintained  at  the 

present  level  ?  No  such  result  can  be 
expected.  The  Church  of  England  will 
probably  lose  much  more  in  the  falling 
away  of  her  voluntary  contributions  than 
she  will  derive  from  this  small  but  most 
offensive  grant  from  the  State.  Since 
this  Bill  was  in  Committee  I  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  seeing  a  number  of 
my  constituents  in  Lincolnshire  on  one  of 
those  festive  occasions,  a  great  agricultu- 
ral show,  and  I  was  surrounded  by  robust 
representatives  of  agricultural  depression 
— farmers  of  Lincolnshire,  who  wanted 
to  know  how  this  Bill  would  affect  them. 
I  told  them  they  ought  to  be  thank- 
ful, being  supporters  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  to  be  permitted  in  some 
small  degree  to  contribute  still  more 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy 
of  their  various  parishes.  But,  said  one 
farmer  to  me,  "the  clergyman  in  our 
parish  will  get  very  small  relief.  He  is" 
spending  much  more  than  he  will  get  in 
keeping  candles  lighted  all  day  long  in 
the  parish  church  of  our  parish,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  that  is  the  sort  of  man 
I  should  be  disposed  to  assist  out  of 
public  funds."  I  agreed  with  him,  and  I 
trust  that  this  Bill  may  have  some  efifect 
upon  his  vote  at  the  next  election.  I  di> 
not  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Oxford, 
that  the  Church  of  England  clergy  ore 
not  an  influential  class  in  the  country.  I 
rather  agree  with  the  late  Mr.  Bright, 
who  said  they  were  the  registration 
agents  of  the  Tory  Party,  and  the  most 
powerful  electioneering,  supporters  of  that 
part}'.  Looking  at  the  question  from 
that  point  of  view,  I  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised that  the  Member  for  St.  Helens 
stated  plainly,  frankly —  rather  bnitallyi  I 
thought — that  he  thanks  the  Government 
because  they  are  looking  after  their 
friends.  That  was  not  quite  an  original 
remark,  because  it  was  made  a  fe*' 
months  ago  by  a  noble  Lord  who  took 
occasion  to  sever  himself  from  the  Tory 
Party,  speaking  to  a  very  large  Tory 
constituency  in  the  West  End  of  London, 
where  he  plainly  stated  that  he  thought 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Tory  Party  when 
in  office  to  look  after  their  friends.  The 
clergy  have  made  their  bargain ;  they 
took  these  livings  knowing  precisely  the 
conditions  under  which  they  took  them* 
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and  it  is  totally  unjust  that  they  should 
now  be  assisted  in  the  manner  proposed 
in  this  Bill.  What  should  we  think  if 
we  were  told  that  the  Legislatures  of 
either  the  Grerman  Empire  or  the  French 
Eepublic  were  engaged  in  *  subsidising 
the  clerical  parties  of  those  great 
countries  1  Yet  that  is  precisely  the 
work  in  which  we,  in  this  country,  at  this 
period  of  the  century,  have  been  engaged 
for  the  last  few  weeks.  I  was  reading  the 
other  day  a  very  powerful  speech  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Dublin,  Lord  Plunkett,  in 
which,  «)eaking  of  the  Disestablishment 
of  the  Irish  Church  and  the  wonderful 
effect  it  had  upon  the  evangelistic  power 
and  religious  force  in  the  country,  he  con- 
gratulated himself  that  they  were  npt 
dependent  at  the  time  he  was  speaking 
upon  tithes  in  Ireland  and  upon  charges 
arising  from  the  land.  He  said  that  if 
the  Irish  Church  had  had  to  be  disestab- 
lished at  a  later  epoch  in  its  history  it 
would  have  met  with  far  more  opposition 
and  obloquy,  and  would  have  been  com- 
pelled to  endure  the  most  cruel  straits, 
from  which  they  were  relieved  by  having 
severed  the  connection  with  the  State. 
I  cannot  but  feel  that  tliis  measure  will 
increase  enormously  the  unpopularity  of 
the  clergy  in  the  rural  districts.  I  do 
not  profess  to  belong  to  the  Church  of 
England— I  belong  to  a  voluntary 
church ;  I  have  not  the  smallest 
antipathy  to  the  Church  of  England  as  a 
religious  institution.  At  the  same  time 
I  feel  that  the  influence  of  the  clergy, 
who  can  have  it  thrown  in  their  teeth  by 
their  parishioners  that  by  availing  them- 
selves of  this  Act  they  have  come  upon 
the  rates,  will  be  materially  reduced.  I 
trust  there  are  in  the  Church  of  England 
to-day  many  clergy,  honourable,  godly, 
intelligent  men,  who  are  anxious  to 
increase  their  influence,  who,  notwith- 
standing the  offer  which  is  here  made  to 
them  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  will 
have  the  courage  and  the  manliness  to 
refuse  to  become  pensionera  of  the  State 
through  the  medium  of  this  BilL 

*Mr.WANKLYN  (Bradford,  Central) :  I 
accept  at  once  the  challenge  of  the  hon. 
Member  that  the  Representative  of  a  great 
democratic  constituency  should  rise  and 
state  his  reasons  for  supporting  the  Bill. 
Before  giving  those  reasons  I  should  like 
to  say  a  woixl  with  regard  to  the  point 
that  the  clergymen  m  receipt  of  the 
largest    incomes    would    receive  the 


greatest  benefit.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Molton  cited  the  case  of  Hat- 
field. *  It  is  common  knowledge  that 
the  rector  of  Hatfidd,  the  son  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  has  working  with  him  five, 
if  not  six,  curates,  and  he  expends  about 
double  the  annual  value  of  his  living  on 
his  pariah.  That  is  no  isolated  case.  It 
might  be  stated  as  a  general '  proposition 
that  where  there  is  a  large  stipend  tho 
duties  and  the  calls  are  large  in  propor- 
tion. The  hon.  Member  opposite  has 
cited  a  triendly  agnculturist  who  was 
opposed  to  this  Bill.  I  can  pit  against 
his  agriculturist  a  friend  of  mine,  who 
received  a  letter  a  few  days  ago  in  which 
the  argument  was  thus  summed  up  by  a 
small  uirmer : 

"  I  be  a  Congreg^tionalist  myself,  but  I  don't 
hold  with  this  raking  up  of  bitter  feeling.  You 
lias  a  grievance ;  why  shouldn't  we  help  you 
out  of  It  ?  " 

I  think  we  shall  find  that  feeling  very 
general  amongst  Congregationalists,  cer- 
tainlj'  in  the  North  of  England  where 
they  love  justice  and  fairly.  As  to 
my  reasons  as  a  North  of  England 
borough  Member  for  supporting  this 
Bill,  I  can  say  that  I  enter  upon  this 
Debate  without  prejudice.  I  am  not 
only  a  Member  for  an  industrial  com- 
munity, I  am  also  a  Liberal  Unionist 
Member.  I  am  not  a  member  of  the  Church. 
Party,  as  I  do  not  believe  in  govern- 
ment by  groups,  and  I  am  no  blind 
partisan  of  any  Ministry.  I  have  ven- 
tured, more  than  once  to  vote  against  my 
own  Government,  and  upon  one  occasion 
I  positively  went  so  far  as  to  issue  a  M'hip 
against  them.  I  can  therefore  speak 
without  prejudice.  Why  are  we  sup- 
porting this  Bill  ?  Because  it  is  a. 
measure  of  obvious  justice.  I  confess  for 
myself  I  knew  little  about  the  question  of 
title  rent-charge  before  the  introduction  of 
this  measure,  but  I  felt  it  my  duty  to^ 
study  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioners— a  body  of  experts.  I  have  read 
and  studied  that  Report  carefully,  and: 
have  come  to  the  same  conclusion,  as  an 
unprejudiced  person,  that  tho  unprejudiced, 
persons  on  the  Commission  came  to.  Sir 
John  Hibbert,  Sir  Edward  Hamilton,  Sir 
G.  H.  Murray,  the  Town  Clerk  of  Liver- 
pool, and  the  Town  Clerk  of  Birmingham 
are  certainly  unprejudiced  persons,  and 
what  do  they  say  1  That  the  burden  of 
local  taxation  on  the  rural  clergy  is  un- 
duly onerous.    I  submit  to  the  unpreju- 
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■diced  persons  of  this  country  that  they 
will  do  well  to  he  advised  by  such  experts 
■as  these.  The  objection  is  raised  that 
the  measure  has  been  rushed  through  the 
-House.  Particular  objection  is  taken  to 
its  introduction  under  the  Ten-minutes' 
Tule.  I  understand  that  only  non- 
controversial  measures  are  introduced  j 
under  that  rule.  I  claim,  in  all  honesty,  ^ 
that  this  is  a  non-controversial  BilL  At  | 
the  dose  of  the  Second  Beading  Debate  ! 
on  this  Bill  the  Krst  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
fiuiy  read  to  the  House  a  circular  officially . 
issued  by  the  Badical  Party  at  the 
time  of  the  East  Herts  bye-election  last 
year.  A  facsimile  of  the  circular  had 
also  been  issued  at  the  East  Berks  election, 
and  a  similar  circular  had  been  issued  by 
the  very  much-respected  Member  for 
Mid-Nonolk  at  the  time  of  the  South 
Norfolk  election.  I  have  inquired  into 
the  origin  of  these  circulars,  and  I  find 
that  the  cases  which  I  have  mentioned 
.are  not  isolated,  but  that  similar  circulars 
have  been  issued  &om  an  office  not  very 
far  from  this  House  to  Radical  agents  in 
the  rural  districts  throughout  the  country. 
I  maintain  that  these  circulars  were  part 
of  a  settled  policy.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
•opposite  denounced  us  last  year  for 
neglecting  this  grievance.  How  can 
they  come  forward  this  year  and  denounce 
■us  tor  remedying  it  ?  With  those  circu- 
lars within  their  knowledge  the  Govern- 
ment were  entitled  to  coiuider  that  this 
would  be  a  non-party  question.  When  such 
■distinguished  lawyers  as  my  hon.  and 
leamm  friend  below  me  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  West  Fife  differ  on 
the  subject  it  is  not  for  me  to  enter  into  the 
very  abstruse  question  of  rating.  But  the 
plain  man  in  the  country  will  be  be- 
wildered when  he  reads  these  circulars. 
He  will  say,  "  Here  is  Her  Majesty's 
'Opposition  one  year  setting  out  that 
this  is  a  very  real  grievance,  and  describ- 
ing its  remedy  as  aa  obvious  measure  of 
justice,  and  now  they  obstruct  the 
remedy."  I  can  surest  to  the  plain 
man  that  Her  Majesty's  Opposition 
think  they  see  an  opportunity  of  dealing 
a  blow  at  the  Church,  which  at  the 
moment  is  suffering  in  popular  esteem  by 
the  extravagance  of  a  few  foolish  persons. 
In  no  other  way  can  the  large  attendance 
•  of  Members  during  these  debates,  or  the 
all-ni|;ht  sitting,  be  accounted  for.  The 
question  before  us  has  not  been  the 
remedy  of  this  grievance,  which  is 
^admitted  by  both  sides.   The  real  issue 

Mr.  Wiaklyn, 


is  the  disendowment   and  disestablish- 
ment of  the  Church  of  England  as  a  plank 
in  the  platform  of  the  party  opposite  for 
the  next  general  election.     We  thank 
them  for  the  warning  they  have  given  us, 
and  we  will  very  gladly  join  issue  with  them 
on  the  subject.    Before  I  sit  down  I  must 
express  as  a   humble  Member  of  the 
Liberal  Unionist  Party  my  regret  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen,  the  Member  for 
Bodmm,  of  whom  all  of  us  must  speak 
with  respect,  threw  in  his  lot  with  the 
.  party  of  disendowment  and  disestablish- 
ment.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
I  referred  to  the  period  previous  to  1886. 
I  Was  disendowment  and  disestablishment 
\  a  plank  of  the  Liberal  party  then  t  I  have 
,  the  honour  to  represent  the  constituency 
;  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  E.  Forster,  and  to  hia 
j  dying  day  he  stated  publicly  and  privately 
1  that  he  would  never  be  a  party  to  any 
measure  of  attack  on  the  Church  of 
I  England,  direct  or  indirect.   I  refer,  of 
course,  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
i  Member  for  Bramin  with  all  respect, 
but  I  do  ask  what  right  has  he  to  speak 
j  for  the  Liberal  Unionist  Party  ?  Who 
,  set  him  up  as  a  ruler  over  us  1    I  have 
,  attended  many  Liberal  Unionist  meetings 
I  since  I  had  the  honour  of  being  enrolled 
in  this  party,  and  I  never  met  the 
\  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  any  one  of  them. 
,  So  far  as  I  know  he  has  no  official  connec- 
,  tion  with  the  party  and  no  official  right 
'  to  speak  for  it.    As  I  understand  matters 
J  it  was  not,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
I  suggests,  on  the  question  of  the  union  be> 
tween  E^land  and  Ireland  only  that  the 
I  Liberal  Unionist   Party   was  formed. 
I  There  were  many  of  us  who  foresaw  the 
j  attack  on  the  Church,  which  is  being 
I  commenced  now.    We  came  together, 
I  most  of  us  I  believe,  not  only  on  the 
question  of  the  union  between  England 
and  Ireland,  but  also  on  the  question  of 
I  the  union  between  Church  and  State,  the 
I  union  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies,  and  on  that  greatest  question  of 
all  the  union  between  class  and  class.  The 
j  right  hon.  Gentleman  may,  I  think,  he 
I  described  with  all  respect  as  a  one-mui 
party.    I  suppose  there  is  not  room 
'  on  this  side  of  the  House  for  two  one- 
I  man  parties,  and  therefore  another  hon. 
I  Gentleman  who  objected  to  this  Bill  took 
himself  elsewhere.    I  can  only  describe 
j  the  hon.  Gentlemen  for  Stockport  as  a 
man  with  one  idea,  because  the  whole 
burden  of  his  speech  on  the  Second 
Beading  was  that  this  farty  came  into 
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office  on  the  question  of  the  social  allevia- 
tion of  the  poor.  At  this  moment  we 
have  under  discussion  the  Food  and 
Dru^  Bill  and  the  Small  Houses  Bill. 
Do  they  not  mean  anything  to  Stockport  1 

•Mb.  speaker  :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Oentleman  to  confine  himself  to  the 
question  before  the  House. 

♦Mr.  WANKLYN  :  1  bow  to  your 
•  ruling,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  I  wiU  only  say 
that  I  fail  to  understand  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's own  argument,  because  at  this  < 
moment  these  two  other  measures  are  j 
being  carried  through.    He  has  taken  j 
himself  to  the  other  side,  and  as  an  advo- 1 
cate  of  child  labour  I  hope  he  will  be  j 
welcome.    On  the  Third  Reading  of  this  1 
Bill  Members  on  this  as  well  as  on  the  | 
other  side  of  the  House  are  at  the  bar  of  j 
public  opinion.    If  hon.  Members  take  i 
this  Blue  Book  back  to  their  constituents  ! 
and  will  expound  it  to  them,  they  will ' 
£nd  that  all  plain  and  unprejudiced  persons  | 
will  be  inclined  to  support  the  views  of 
the  town  clerks  of  Liverpool  and  Binning- ' 
ham.    Englishmen  love  justice  and  fair 
play,  and  will  support  ua  in  any  action  we 
take  in  this  matter.    If  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  take  down  to  their  constituents 
the  three  circulars  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred they  will  find  it  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  explain  why  last  year  this  very 
proposal  was  a  measure  of  obvious  justice, 
whUe  this  year  it  is  denounced  in  every 
term  Mrithin  the  Parliamentary  dictionary, 
and  is  obstructed  to  the  end.    I  think 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  find  it  very  difficult 
to  explain  their  position,  and  their  con- 
stituents will  conclude  that  if  they  are 
not  to  be  trusted  to  take  a  straightfor- 
ward course  in  such  a  small  matter  as  the 
removal  of  this  grievance  they  cannot  be 
trusted  with  larger  measures  affecting  the 
welfare  of  the  Empire  and  the  great 
institutions  of  this  country. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  The  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
deprecated  what  he  called  government 
by  groups  in  this  country,  but  most  of 
his  speech  was  taken  up  with  frequent 
•declarations  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Liberal  Unionist  Party,  and  he  pro- 
ceeded to  expound,  until  stopped  by  you. 
Sir,  the  principles  of  that  Party.  Among 
those  pnnciples  was  the  union  of  class 
and  class,  but  it  is  a  peculiar  kind  of 


union  which  robs  one  class  for  the  benefit 
of  another.  The  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
repudiated  the  lead  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bodmin,  and 
preferred  to  follow  the  lead  of  the  town 
clerks  of  Binningham  and  Liverpool, 
has  got  some  exceedingly  peculiar  views. 
One  of  them  is  that  this  measure  is  non- 
controversial  Here  is  a  measure  op- 
posed by  the  whole  Oppomtion  led  by 
their  official  leader,  and  yet  the  hon. 
Gentleman  persists  in  calling  it  non- 
controversi^,  and  he  bases  that  in- 
ference on  the  ground  that  the 
agents  of  two  or  three  Liberal 
candidates  here  and  there  issued  some 
circulars  in  the  course  of  bye-elections 
which  stated  that  the  clergy  had  a 
grievance  in  the  nmtter  of  local  assess- 
ment which  ought  to  be  redressed.  In 
the  first  place,  Iwould  point  out  that  this 
is  not  the  measure  recommended  in  those 
circulars  at  all.  This  is  simply  a  dole  to 
the  clergy.  In  any  event,  I  would  point 
out  that  the  views  of  one  or  two  candi- 
dates cannot  commit  any  party.  In  the 
course  of  the  last  election  there  were 
some  Unionist  candidates  who  advocated 
a  shilling  duty  on  com.  Surely  that  does 
not  commit  the  whole  of  the  Unionist 
party  to  that  policy.  In  Wales  the  Con- 
servative candidate  in  a  lead  mining  con- 
stituent recommended  a  duty  on  foreign 
lead,  Sure^  the  Unionist  party  were  not 
committed  by  such  silly  circulars,  and  it 
is  quite  as  absurd  to  say  that  the  whole 
Opposition  is  committed  to  a  policy  of 
clergy  doles  because  a  few  circulars 
were  issued,  probably  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  candidate  at  all.  In  the  course 
of  these  Debates  one  most  impoitant 
argument  in  favour  of  this  Bill  has  been 
absolutely  abandoned.  As  has  already 
been  pointed  out,  it  is  the  only  argument 
which  would  recommend  the  Bill  to  the 
country,  and  that  is  the  argument  of  dis- 
tress amon^  the  rural  clergy.  That  is 
now  repudiated  most  emphaticuUy.  I 
may  point  out  that  the  measure  was 
advocated  in  this  House  in  the  first 
instance,  not  on  the  ground  of  rating 
reform,  but  purely  on  grounds  of  relief 
for  the  distressed  clergy.  A  resolution 
was  moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Harwich  on  behalf  of  the  Church  Party, 
of  which  he  is  a  distinguished  member,  on 
the  23rd  March,  1897,  which  stated  that 
in  view  of  the  distressed  condition  trf 
many  of  the  clergy  whose  remuneration 
was  principally  derived  from  tithe.  rent- 
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charge  the  House  was  of  opinion  that  the 
burden  of  local  taxation  was  inequitable 
and  excessive,  and  called  for  substantial 
relief.  The  ground  £or  relief  was  based 
entirely  on  the  distressed  condition 
of  many  of  the  clergy,  and  nothing 
was  said  about  rating  reform.  I  would 
also  point  out  that  the  hon.  Member  who 
is  secretary  of  the  Church  Party  in  this 
House  sent  a  number  of  circulars  to  the 
clergy  stating  that  special  pains  were 
taken  to  include  all  those  whose  incomes 
were  returnable  at  £160  per  aimum  and 
under.  It  was,  therefore,  altogether  a 
matter  of  relief  for  the  distressed  clergy. 
Wh&t  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  say  in  Committee  1  An 
Amendment  was  moved  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  confining  the  operation  of  the 
BiU  to  clergymen  with  small  incomes,  and 
to  that  extent  would  relieve  clergymen 
who  were  in  a  really  distressed  condition, 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that 
the  Amendment  was  directed  against  the 
tP^hole  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  that  this 
measure  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  relief  of  distress.  Yet  the  motion 
adopted  in  the  House  of  Commons  was 
based  entirely  on  the  distressed  condition 
of  the  clergy.  I  am  very  glad,  however, 
we  have  now  got  rid  -  of  iJie  question  of 
distress.  As  a  matter  of  fact  this  Bill 
will  not  relieve  distressed  clergy ;  the 
relief  goes  to  the  clergy  who  are 
least  in  need  of  it.  I  will  cite  two 
cases  given  by  the  Church  Party 
in  the  appendix  to  this  Report. 
One  is  the  case  of  a  clergyman  in  receipt 
of  j£l,400  a  year.  Out  of  that"  there  are 
several  deductions,  with  the  result  that 
his  net  income  is  £684,  and  his  total  poor 
rate  £U8.  Under  this  Bill  he  would 
receive  £74.  The  other  case  is  that  of  a 
clergyman  with  £116,  but  he  with  that 
small  income  would  only  receive  under 
the  Bill  £2  16s.  ;  and  this  is  a  Bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  distressed  clergy  !  At  any 
rate  that  was  the  object  for  which  it  was 
originally  brought  in.  It  is  really  a  dole 
to  the  clergy,  and  it  has  all  the  charac- 
teristics of  a  dole.  There  is  no  principle 
of  rating  underlying  it.  I  defy  any  hon. 
Gentleman  to  point  out  a  single  under- 
lying principle.  If  there  were  a  ques- 
tion of  rating  or  deductions,  then  there 
might  be  some  principle  involve<l,  but  the 
only  result  of  this  measure  in  the  form  in 
which  it  stands  is,  that  gentlemen  who 
pay  large  sums  of  money  for  curates  will 
get  very  little.    Here  is  a  case  in  point. 

Mr,  lAoyd-Qearge^ 


A  clergyman  in  receipt  of  £257  a  year 
keeps  two  curates,  and  his  net  income 
is  £51.  He  would  receive  only  £13  Ss. 
under  the  "BiW.  Take  a  similar  case  as 
far  as  income  is  concerned.  A  clergjnoan 
is  in  receipt  of  a  net  income  of  £344 ;  he 
has  not  got  to  pay  curates,  there  are  no 
deductions,  but  he  gets  £23  under  the 
Bill.  If  there  were  any  principle  of 
rating  or  any  proper  deductions  to  be 
made  in  respect  of  services  or  the  employ- 
ment of  curates,  the  first  man  would  get 
four  times  as  much  as  the  second.  But 
of  course  there  is  no  principle  of  rating 
involved.  The  Bill  is  simply  a  dole  given 
to  a  number  of  clergymen.  There  is 
really  no  ground  on  which  this  Bill  can 
be  defended  except  on  the  ground  of 
emergency.  It  is  said  that  the  clergy  are 
suffering  very  considerably  in  the  matter 
of  rating,  but  so  are  other  classes,  .md  the 
whole  question  is :  why  should  clergymen 
have  their  grievances  remedied  now,  in- 
stead of  waiting  for  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission,  like  any  other  section 
of  the  community  who  are  suffering 
exactly  the  same  grievances  1  \Vhy 
should  not  the  grievances  of  the  urban 
tradesman  and  manufacturer  be  redressed? 
No  case  of  emergency  has  been  made 
out.  The -only  case  of  omei^ncy  would 
be  the  case  of  distress,  but  that  has  been 
abandoned.  The  real  emergency  exists, 
in  the  case  of  the  urlmn  tradesman  and 
manufacturer.  What  is  the  state  of  the 
case  1  Before  the  Tithe  Commutation 
Act,  land  in  this  country  bore  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  burden  of  local  taxation, 
and  houses,  factories,  mills,  and  mines 
only  bore  a  third.  What  is  the  case  at 
the  present  moment  t  Owing  to  the 
energ}'  and  industry  of  the  people,  rate- 
able property  has  been  created  through- 
out the  coimtry,  and  the  rates  upon  land 
have  gone  down  from  an  average  of  about 
4s.  in  the  £1  to  something  like  2s.,  and 
so  far  from  land  bearing  two-thinis  of  the 
burden  it  now  only  pays  an  eighth  of  tho 
whole  taxation.  Something  has  been  said 
about  the  new  rates  which  advancing 
civilisation  has  cast  upon  the  land,  but 
they  amount  to  only  4d.  in  the  £1  in  the 
case  of  land,  though  they  are  Ss.  8d.  in 
the  £1  on  dwelling-houses  and  factories. 


Mr.  SETON-KARR  :  May  I  ask  what 
authority  the  hon.  Member  has  for  his 
figures  1 
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Mr  LLOYD-GEORGE :  The  Report  j  Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  must 
of  the  Local  Taxation  Commission,  issued  i  congratulate  the  Government  upon  having 
in  1893  by  the  House  of  Commons.  The  |  cached  this  stage  of  the  Bill,  but  I  am 
£  _^  ,  L  ^  L  1  I  bound  to  say  that  neither  my  constituents 
owner  of  property  whose  burden  has  been  I  """""       £    „  „  „  „„»i,„;;„.f  „ 

,       ,  ,  ,  .  ,  ■  !_  .    nor  myself  have  any  enthusiastic  admira- 

Jightened  from  two-thirds  to  one-eighth  I  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  .^hich  have  chosen  the 

now  comes  to  the  owner  of  property 

whose  burden  has  been  increased  from 

one-third  to  seven-eighths,  and  sayis,  '*You 

must  relieve  me  again  to  the  extent  of 

one-half."    It  is  said  that  the  tithe-owner 


is  rated  upon  his  income,  but  the  urban 
tradesman  is  very  often  rated  on  more 
than  his  income.  Take  the  case  of  the 
tradesman  who  paid  £600  a  year  rent, 


present  time  for  the  introduction  of  the 
measure.  I  hare  the  honour  to  hold  a 
rather  precarious  seat  for  my  Party,  and  I 
fail  to  understand  why  the  Government 
should  have  introduced  this  Bill  within 
what  has  been  called  '*  the  zone  of  a 
general  election."  I  am  surprised  that 
the  Goveninient  did  not  deal  with  the 
question  three  years  ago  when  the  Agri- 


JBI  60  a  year  in  taxes,  and  it  was  stated  in  1  cultural  Rating  Bill  was  before  the  House, 
evidence  that  he  bsarely  made  a  living.  As  they  let  that  opportunity  pass,  I 
Yet  he  is  rated  on  his  income.  The  case  j  cannot  understand  why  the  Government 
of  the  urban  ratepayer  is  much  worse,  i  should  not  have  waited  until  the  full 
The  case  of  the  parson  is  that  of  a  gentle-  j  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  had 
man  who  has  got  his  income  assured.  {  been  presented.  Right  hon.  Gentlemen 
That  income  is  a  first  charge  upon  the ;  the  Members  of  the  Government  know 
whole  land  of  the  parish.    His  work  is  I  their  own  business  best,  I  suppose  ;  but  I 


doubt  whether  the  game  is  worth  the 
candle  or  whether  the  result  will  be 
equal  to  the  expenditure.  But  as  things 
are,  from  my  knowledge  of  public  feeling 
with  regard  to  the  Bill,  I  would  say  that 
if  an  election  were  contested  on  the  sub- 
ject in  my  part  of  the  country,  a  good 
many  of  my  friends  and  myself  wouQ  be 
•*  food  for  powder."   I  have  often  heard 


not  too  hard  ;  he  lives  in  very  healthy 
surroundings,  and  under  very  pleasant 
■conditions.  But  the  tradesman  works 
from  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  till 
eight,  ten,  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night, 
the  whole  of  his  family  assisting  him.  He 
is  troubled  with  bad  seasons  and  bad 
-debts,  and  he  sometimes  does  not  make 
Any  income  at  all,  and  yet  he  is  rated  twice 

as  much,  or  even  more,  than  the  rural  |  of  throwing  a  sprat  to  catch  a  whale,  but 
elei^yman.  Anyone  who  scans  the  { I  do  not  think  uiat  a  committee  of  experts 
bankruptcy  returns  can  see  what  a  [  would  ever  have  recommended  the  throw- 
■difference  there  is  between  the  urban  rate-  i  ing  of  a  whale  to  catch  a  sprat.  Probably 
payer  and  tradesman  and  the  parson,  j  the  Government  know  best.  I  do  not  set 
Last  year  there  were  just  sixteen  clergy- :  myself  down  as  an  expert  in  political 
men  against  whom  receiving  orders  were  i  meteorology.  I  am  only  an  agricultural 
made,  while  there  were  3,500  receiving  l  Member,  whose  ideas  are  not  supposed  to 
orders  against  tradesmen.  What  does  i  soar  above  prices  of  wheat  or  the  statistics 
that  mean  1  It  means  that  in  many  cases  j  of  swine  fever,  and  therefore  I  hope  the 
the  urban  tradesman  pays  rates  not  only  I  Government  may  be  right  and  that  I  may 
upon  the  whole  of  his  income,  but  pars  be  wrong.   All  I  can  do  is  to  say  that  as 


rates  when  he  midtes  no  income  at  all, 
and  yet  he  is  called  upon  to  bear  half  the 
burton  of  these  clergymen,  whose  average 
income  is  JE450  throughout  the  kingdom. 
I  do  not  think  any  case  has  been  made 
out  for  this  Bill.  Quite  the  reverse.  It 
is  one  of  the  worst  Bills  ever  introduced 
into  this  House.  It  is  a  clear  case  of  class 
legislation.  It  is  what  is  known  in 
bankruptcy  as  a  "fraudulent  preference," 
a  preference  of  one  class  of  creditor 
against  another,  and  I  submit,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  House  of  Commons, 
even  at  this  last  moment,  ought  to  recon- 
sider their  decision  nnd  throw  out  the 
BUL 


far  as  fam  concerned  I  have  done  my 
duty.  I  have  followed  them  loj'ally 
into  the  Lobby  in  nearly  every  Division, 
because  I  l>elieve  in  the  principle  of  the 
measure,  whatever  I  may  think  of  its 
timeliness.  I  congratulate  them  on  their 
courage,  and  I  have  only  to  hope  that 
upon  this  point  the  Government  will  prove 
to  be  right  and  meet  with  the  reward  they 
deserve. 

Sir.  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  ima^ne  it  will  be 
the  general  wish  of  the  House,  assisted 
by  the  state  of  the  thermometer,  that 
the  Debate  should  not  be  continued  to 
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any  unreasonable  length.    I  am  conscious 
of  the  fact  that  I  have  already  more  than 
onoe  had  Uie  opportunity  of  speaking  to 
the  House  on  this  subject.    But  there  are 
a  few  words  I  may  sav  still.    We  have 
now  arrived  at  the  fast  stage  in  the 
career  of  this  Bill.    My  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  who  has  just  sat  down  has  given 
it  what  I  suppose  he  would  consider  his 
parting  blessing.  I  rise  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose.   I  do  not  know  that  there  will  be 
very  much  difference  in  the  end,  in  the 
effect  of  my  blessing  and  that  of  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend.    But  the  first 
thing  I  feel  compelled  to  do  by  the 
impression  that  has  been  made  upon  me 
by  the  discussions  on  this  BtU  is  to 
acknowledge  the  great  ability,  dexterity, 
and  adroitness  with  which  the  Minister 
for  Agriculture  has  conducted  the  proceed- 
ings ill  regard  to  the  measure.    He  has 
had     a     difficult    task   to  perform. 
The  case  for  the  Bill  was  not  an  altogether 
easy  one  to  sustain,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was,  to  our  great  surprise,  left 
almost  alone  in  the  execution  of  his  task. 
Until  the  Leader  of  the  House  came  in 
just  now  he  was   sitting  between  the 
Solicitor-General  and  the  Cliancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who,  like  Aaron  and  Hur 
in  the  case  of  Moses,  should  have  been 
always  ready  to  uphold  his  hands.  But, 
although  the  Solicitor-General,  than  whom 
there  is  no  one  better  qualified  for  making 
a  doubtful  case  appear  a  good  oTie,  and 
whose  name  is  on  the  back  of  this  Bill, 
has  sat  a  good  deal  in  the  House  during 
our   discussions,    yet   on   no  principal 
occasion,  and  only  on  some  aiil)ordinate 
points,  has  he  offered  any  assistance  to 
the  Minister  for  Agriculture.    And  this  is 
a  Bill  which,  the  House  will  bear  in  mind, 
deals  with  taxation,  with   finance,  and 
with  money,  and  where  was  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  until  this  evening  during 
the  whole  of  these  proceedings  1  The 
Chancellor  of   the  I^chcqiier  has  not 
always  lieen  so  reticent  on  the  subject  of 
this  Bill,  or,  at  any  rate,  on  the  proposal 
which  tlie  Bill  embodies.    He  has  spoken 
with  gi'eat  clearness  and  emphasis  upon 
it  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  ho  was 
put  forward  on  tho.se  occasions  as  the  fit 
and  proper  mouthpiece  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   But  the  entire  conduct  of  this  Bill 
has  been  left  to  the  Mtnisterfor  Agriculture, 
and  I  am  bound  to  say  he  has  done  all 
that  any  man  could  do  single-handed  to 

i'ustify  the  position  in  which  he  found 
limself.    The  mrat  obvious  and,  iu  fact, 

^»*  H.  Campbell-Bannermait. 


the  only  serious  reason  for  this  measure 
is,  of  course,  the  hardship  which  has  come 
upon  certain  of  the  clergy  owing  to  the 
great  fall  in  the  value  ofthc  tithe  and  to 
theconsequent  comparative  pressure  of  the 
local  rates  upon  them.    In  the  dawn  of 
this  Parliament  the  first  thing  that  Her 
Majesty's  Govemment  made  the  House 
to  do  was  to  attempt  to  mitigate  a 
genuine  hardship  of  precisely  the  same 
character  and  arising  from  precisely  the 
same  cause,  which  was  bearing  upon  the 
occupiers  of  agricultural  land.    On  that 
occasion  the  remedy  was  found  in  reliev- 
ing them  of  half  the  local  rates,  and  this 
relief  was  given  blindly,  without  any 
distinction,  without  any  recognition  of 
local  circumstances,   or  of  those  great- 
varieties  which  we  know  exist  in  what  is 
known  as  agricultural  distress.    I  \i-ill 
not  inquire  whether  the  relief  went  to  the 
farmer  or  to  the  landlord.    I  am  afraid 
we  shall  always  differ  on  that  point.  But- 
that  was  not  a  point  of  much  importance 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Government,  because 
they  are  accustomed  to  regard  both  thosu 
classes  as  equally  their  acknowledged  and 
constant  friends,  and  now  they  have  lieen 
an.xious,  apparently  before  the  shades  of 
the  Parliamentary  evening  fall  upon  us,  to 
confer  a  corresponding  boon  upon  another 
equally  active   and  equally  important 
class  of  their  supporters— namely,  the 
country  clergymen.     Accortlinglj-j  their 
rates  are  also  to  be  relieveii  by  one-half, 
equally  at  the  cost  of  the  public  taxpayci . 
That  is  a  plain  statement  of  what  "has 
occurred.    That  is  the  policy.    It  is  not  ;v 
casual  or  accidental  policy.    It  is  a  policy 
which  is  deliberate  and  of  sot  pnrpo.^e  : 
a  policy,  namely,  of  giving  pecuniar.- 
relief  to  certain  favoured  classes  politi- 
cally useful  to  the  party  in  power,  who 
receive  the  subsidy  and  are  expected  t*> 
bo  grateful  for  it,  while  the  funds  to 
enable  this  to  be  done  are  provided  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  ensure  that  those  out 
of  whose  pockets  they  come  should  be  a.-*, 
little  as  possible  conscious  of  the  contri- 
bution they  are  making.    But  that  fact 
does  not  make  the  contribution  in  the 
least  degree  less  real  or  substantial.  Now. 
that  is  the  pobcy  ;  and  I  must  say  of  it 
that  within  our  recollection  we  hare 
never  seen  it  adopted  by  any  Administra- 
tion in  this  country  until  the  present 
Govemment  came  into  office.    If  we  fiive 
into  remote  history,  perhaps,  we  should 
find  cases  of  it,  but  few,  if  any,  in  which 
it  has  been  done  in  so  unblushing  a. 
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manner  as  here  ;  and  the  worst  of  it  is  we 
have  no  security  that  the  chapter  is  yet 
closed.  The  special  friends  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  not  yet  exhausted.  There  may 
be  more  to  come.  They  have  no  more 
solid  supporters  than  the  licensed  vendors 
of  intoxicating  liquor.  Well,  these  gentle- 
men also  could  make  a  terrible  case 
against  the  rates  they  have  to  pay.  They 
are,  most  of  them,  in  towns  where  nothing 
has  been  done  to  modify  or  to  relieve  the 
burden  of  rates  in  any  degree.  And 
then,  before  yon  come  to  the  rat^  they 
groan  under  the  necessity  of  paying  for 
licences,  which  of  itself  ought  to  appeal 
for  sympathy  to  so  softrhearted  a  Govern- 
ment as  this.  But,  leaving  these  specula- 
tions :ia  to  the  future,  let  us  consider 
what  has  happened  with  reganl  to  these 
two  cases  which  I  have  named.  I  leave 
out  of  consideration  the  question  of  the 
Church  Schools  Act,  which  gave  a  sul)- 
vention  to  the  denominational  schools, 
because  that  was  mixed  up  with  other 
matters  and  is  not  precisely  similar.  But 
I  note  this  fact,  that  when  the  farmers' 
grievance  was  in  question,  when  the 
farmer  was  the  principiil  pei-son  on  the 
stage,  with  the  landlord  executing  a  soil;  of 
shadow  d;ince  behind  him,  in  those  day.s 
there  was  no  attempt  to  blink  the  fact 
that  the  appeal  was  made  U>  us  on  the 
'pure  ground  of  the  distressful  nature  of 
his  coufh'tion,  owing  to  the  fall  in  prices, 
to  bad  aeiisons,  and  keen  competition,  and 
it  was  on  those  grounds  that  he  received 
relief.  But  when  wo  come  to  the  clergy, 
although  the  ground  of  the  cliiim  i-s  as  I 
have  said,  precisely  aimilai,  and  arises 
from  precisely  the  same  cau.se,  yet  I  do 
not  think  anybody  can  seriously  deny 
that  the  appeal  to  our  kindlier  feelings  is 
altogether  repudiated,  and  what  is  put 
forwawl  is  the  grievance,  the  injustice,  of 
the  present  law  of  rating.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  could 
hardly  contain  his  indignation  when  wo 
implied  that  mercy  wa^  the  keynote  of 
his  measure.  He  went  on  stern  and 
simple  justice  alone.  But  the  tnith  is 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  saw,  what 
has  been  pointed  out  by  more  than  one 
speaker  to-day,  how  unworthy  and 
humiliating  a  thing  it  would  bo  for  a 
great  and  rich  and  wealthy  church  like 
the  Church  of  England  to  come  to  this 
House  of  Parliament  or  to  the  tax- 
payer .  in  formd  pauperis.  And,  accord- 
ingly) this  question  of  injustice  was  put 
forward.  But  where  is  the  injustice  1  It 


has  been  proved  over  and  over  again  that, 
all  the  parson  is  entitled  to  by  law,  by 
prescription,  by  theory,  by  immemorial 
usage  and  practice  is  that  which  remains, 
of  the  tithe  after  the  claim  of  the 
poor  has  been  satisfied,  and  the  rates  are 
not  charged,  as  is  alleged,  upon  his  in- 
come, but  are  charged  upon  the  tithes 
before  they  have  assumed  the  character  of 
income.  And  as  to  the  rates,  the  figures 
quoted  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Caman'on  show  conclusively  that  since 
the  settlement  of  1836,  at  which  time  the 
rates  were  amply  allowed  for,  there  has 
been  no  increase  in  the  rates,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  an  almost  universal  and  con- 
siderable decrease.  It  is  not  the  rates 
that  have  increa.sed  ;  it  is  the  tithes  that 
have  decreased,  and  that  is  the  foundation . 
of  the  whole  gi'ievance.  That  is  the  real 
hardship,  but  it  is  a  hardship  which  iS' 
shared  by  the  landowner  equally  with  the 
tithe-owner.  It  is  shared  by  aU  men  who 
have  realised  property,  by  the  fund  holder^ 
and  even,  in  a  large  number  of  cases, 
by  members  of   the   community  en- 

faged  in  business.  The  Government, 
owevei',  hold  that  the  law  of  mting 
is  unjust.  Holding  that  opinion, . 
do  they  amend  the  law  1  No,  Sir, 
they  do  not  amend  the  law ;  they  leave 
the  law  as  it  stands.  And  why  1  For 
this  very  simple  reason.  If  they  were  to 
proceed  to  ametid  the  law,  the  alteration 
in  the  law  of  rating  must  be  made  to  apply 
to  all  tithes  whether  in  clerical,  collegiate, 
or  in  lay  hand.s.  The  Government  havo 
no  desire  to  confer  a  benefit  upon  the  lay 
tithe-owner.  He  has  done  nothing  for 
them.  There  has  been  and  there  will  be 
no  value  received,  and,  therefore,  they 
confine  themselves  to  the  simple  bestowal 
of  a  gift  upon  their  friends  the  clergy — ii 
gift  of  half  their  rates,  which  is  recouped 
out  of  the  money  of  the  general  taxpayer. 
I  was  amazed  to  hear  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Meml>er  for  Stratford-ou-Avon  main- 
tain at  consirlerable  length  and  with  great 
force  and  evident  con«ction  the  extraor- 
dinary doctrine,  with  which  we  have  been 
so  troubled  of  late,  that  because  a  certain 
source  of  re\'enue  is  car-marked  for  cer- 
tain purposes,  therefore  all  the  people  in 
this  country  who  do  not  contribute  to  that 
revenue  contrilnitc  nothizig  to  that  parti- 
cular purpose.  The  hon.  Member  said  it 
was  nonsense  to  talk  of  small  householders 
having  anything  to  pay  on  this  account, 
because  it  came  out  of  the  death  duties. 
But,  obviously,  you  cannot  follow  up 
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money  that  has  come  from  the 
estate  duty  and  confine  it  to  that 
particular  origin.  All  taxfts  are  paid  into 
a  general  fund,  and  if  this  money  which 
comes  from  the  estate  duty  is  diverted 
to  the  relief  of  the  clergy,  then,  you  may 
depend  upon  it,  other  money  coming  from 
other  sources  will  be  required  in  order  to 
take  the  place  of  the  money  that  is  so 
diverted.  Well,  Sir,  here  is  the  triumph 
of  these  friends  of  the  Church,  the 
apostles  of  justice  who  sit  on  the  Trea- 
sury Bench.  The  poor  vicar  or  curate 
labouring,  with  altogether  insufficient 
means,  with  unquenchable  zeal  and  self- 
sacrifice,  ^nd  with  very  little  praise  given, 
in  the  slums  of  our  great  cities,  gets 
nothing.  We  hear  so  mvich  nowadays  of 
the  great  strides  that  have  been  made  by 
the  Church  of  England,  of  the  spirit  she 
has  shown,  of  the  extension  she  has  given 
to  her  good  work.  She  has  taken  up  a 
place  far  beyond  that  which  she  occupied 
forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  and  to  her  eternal 
cremt  it  wiU  be  remembered  of  her.  But 
where  has  that  been  1  It  has  been  in  the 
large  cities,  in  the  centres  of  population, 
and  in  these  crowded  places.  And  the 
clergymen  who  labour  there,  and  to 
whose  zeal  she  owes  her  new  position 
in  the  country  receive,  nothing.  The  poor 
country  parson,  hardly  able  to  maintain 
his  social  position,  and  if  he  has  a  wife 
and  children  perhaps  barely  able  to  keep 
body  and  soul  together,  receives  a  miser- 
able mouthful.  But  the  rich  donation 
and  the  full  relief  is  reserved  for  the 
wealthy  country  clereyman,  and  it  so 
happens  that  the  wealtBy  country  clergy- 
man is  also  the  most  important  in  his 
political  influence.  I  confess  that  a  more 
disheartening  endeavour — disheartening, 
I  mean,  to  those  who  wish  to  see  the  tone 
of  public  life  maintained  in  this  country 
— to  do  kind  things  at  other  people's  ex- 
pense, to  those  who  are  the  political 
supporters  of  the  Government,  I  have 
never  seen.  I  do  not  wish  to  repeat  the 
detailed  arguments  that  we  have  listened 
to  in  the  course  of  this  Debate;  I  content 
myself  with  this  general  survey.  But  we 
on  this  side  of  the  House  may  reflect  with 
satisfaction  that  we  warned  the  Govern- 
ment against  this  Bill,  that  we  raised  our 
voices  against  it  on  its  first  introduction, 
that  we  have  exposed  again  and  again  its 
inconsistencies,  its  ineqvialities,  its  mean- 
nesses, in  Committee  and  at  other  stages, 
and  we  have  protested  by  our  vote  against 
it.    But  now  it  will  pass.  Let  it  go.  Let 

Sir  U.  CampbeU-BaRnfrnuin. 


it  pass.  We  can  but  denounce  the 
measure  as  one  of  gross  injustice,  injus- 
tice as  between  class  and  class  in  the 
community ;  injustice  as  between  man 
and  man  among  the  clergy  themselves, 
and  I  would  add  that  I  make  bold  to  say 
that  it  will  deal — nay,  it  haa  already 
dealt — a  heavy  blow  to  the  dignity,  the 
interests,  and  the  spiritual  influence  of  the 
great  Church  in  whose  name  it  has  been 
promoted. 

Thb  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
SURY Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour,  (Manchester, 
E.) ;  I  agree  with  one  observation,  and,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  with  but  one  observa- 
tion, of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down,  and  that  is  that  the  period 
has  perhaps  now  arrived  when  the  Debates 
on  this  Bill  may  fitly  be  brought  to  a 
termination.  And  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  I,  at  all  events,  shall  not  separate  it 
long  from  the  final  stage  of  this  BilL 
Clearly,  the  right  hon.  Gentlemiui,  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  bis 
previous  utterances  and  the  previous 
utterances  of  others  upon  his  side  of  the 
House,  regards  this  BUI  as  one  of  immense 
electoral  advantage  to  his  party.  They 
are  never  tired  of  explaining  what  an 
excellent  effect  it  has  already  had  upon 
bye-elections  in  the  past  and  what  on 
excellent  effect  it  may  be  expected  to  have 
upon  general  elections  to  come.  But,  Sir, 
a  Bill  which  ia  thus  advertised  as  a  Bill  of 
great  electoral  efficiency,  I  have  observed, 
usually  means  a  Bill  which  can  be  very 
easily  and  satisfactorily  misrepresented 
upon  public  platforms  by  those  who  desire 
to  turn  it  to  political  account.  Certainly, 
if  the  speech  which  we  have  just  lis- 
tened to  is  a  specimen  of  the  speeches 
which  are  to  be  delivered  in  the  future, 
upon  occasions  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  looks  forward  with  so  much 
satisfaction,  misrepresentation,  I  imagine, 
can  hardly  reach  a  higher  level.  The 
whole  point  of  the  ri|^t  hon.  Gentleman's 
remarks  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few 
words.  It  is  that  this  is  a  Bill  nominally 
and  professedly  brought  forward  in  the 
interests  of  justice,  but  really  and  truly 
and  according  to  the  inward  verity  of  the 
situation  brought  forward  as  a  bribe  to 
certain  persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
giving  pohtical  support  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  That  is  his  statement.  It 
was  not  merely  a  single  statement,  it  was 
the  thread  of  the  argument,  or  rather,  I 
should  say,  the  thread  of  the  insinuation 
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which  ran  through  every  phase  and  every 
sentence  of  the  right  hon.  (ientloman's 
speech.  He  gave  us  a  plain  statement  of 
what  he  called  the  set  policy  of  the 
Government  when  he  described  this  pro- 
posal as  a  simple  political  bonus  given  in 
return  tat  favours  received  and  in  the  hope 
of  favours  to  come  from  the  clergy.  Now, 
Sir,  I  think  that  that  is  not  omy  a  very 
unjust  view,  but  I  think  it  is  a  view 
which  has  so  little  foundation  that  a 
person  in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  high 
position  and  with  his  hi^h  character 
ought  not  to  have  indulged  in  it  even  in 
the  heat  of  the  controversy  which  this 
Bill  has  aroused.  He  must  know  per- 
fectly well  that  men  have  set  their  haAd 
and  seal  to  the  doctrine  which  we  main- 
tain— namely,  that  this  is  an  injustice 
which  ought  to  be  relieved — men  who  are 
wholly  outside  and  beyond  the  degrading 
snspioion  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  pr^wred  to  throw  against  every  man 
on  this  nde.  I  do  not  quote  again  the 
honoured  names  of  persons  who  do  not 
agree  with  me  in  politics,  who  certainly 
have  no  favours  to  receive  in  the  future 
from  the  country  clergymen  as  they  have 
received  none  in  the  past,  and  who  have 
set  their  names  to  the  Report  on  which 
this  ^1  is  founded.  And  if  we  go  back 
to  names  still  further  in  the  past,  are  we 
to  be  told  that  a  doctrine  which  has  been 
advocated  by  such  men  as  Mr.  Gladstone 
and  Sir  George  Comewall  Lewis,  cannot 
be  advocated  ny  gentlemen  on  this  side  of 
the  House  without  throwit^  those  gentle- 
men open  to  the  suspicion  that  they 
are  occupied  in  some  great  scheme 
of  public  and  Parliamentary  corruptionl 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  repudiates  the 
doctrine  we  have  put  forward,  when  we 
say  that  this  Bill  is  not  founded  upon  the 
amount  of  tithe  rent-charge,  but  is 
founded  upon  the  inherent  injustice  of 
the  whole  system  of  rating  of  the  tithe 
rent^iharge,  whether  tithe  rent-charge  be 
hi^  or  whether  it  be  low.  He  says  we 
should  never  have  heard  of  this  grievance 
if  tithe  rent-charge  had  remained  high. 
When  Mr.  Gladstone  dealt  with  this 
matter,  in  words  that  have  already  been 
quoted,  tithe  rent-charge  was  not  at  60  or 
70,  as  it  is  now  ;  it  was  at  103,  and  the 
arguments  which  satisfied  him  that  this 
was  a  case  of  injustice  when  the  tithe 
rent-charge  was  at  103  surely  do  not 
lose  their  weight  now  that  tithe  ren^ 
charge  has  fallen  to  60  or  70.  The  right 
hon.   Gentleman,  pursuing  his  line  of 
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attack,  told  us  that  in  dealing  with  the 
clergy  we  had  committed,  as  it  were,  a 
double  crime — that  we  had,  in  the  first 
place,  selected  the  country  clergy  who  do 
not  require  assistance,  or  at  all  events  who 
do  not  carry  on  the  great  work  of  the 
Church,  instead  of  the  town  clergy,  and 
that  among  the  country  cleigy  we  had 
chiefly  chosen  as  the  subjects  of  our  iU- 
timed,  and  almost  corrupt  benevolence, 
not  the  poor,  but  the  rich.  Well,  Sir, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  forgot  that 
about  1 1,000  clergy  will  receive  re- 
lief under  this  Bill,  and  of  those  11,000 
clergy  8,000  have  less  than  £160  a  year. 
Ana  when  he  talked  of  rich  clergy  who 
are  to  be  benefited  by  it,  I  would  remind 
him  that  255  persons,  and  255  persons 
alone,  among  the  clergy  who  are  to  be 
relieved  under  this  Bill  have  a  gross  in- 
come exceeding  £500  a  year.  Yet  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  the  courage 
to  tell  us  that  it  is  in  order  to  bribe 
these  255  clergy  who  have  more  than 
£500  a  year — that  it  is  because  we 
are  so  impressed  by  their  electoral 
capacity  and  their  electoral  influence- 
that  it  is  to  please  them  alone,  this  hand- 
ful of  255  individuals  in  the  whole  length 
and  breadth  of  England,  that  wo  are 
bringing  in  this  Bill.  That  contention  is 
so  preposterous  that  that  mere  statement 
of  ngtues  is  enough  to  dispose  of  it.  As 
to  uie  town  clergy,  I  associate  myself 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  all  that 
he  has  said  with  regard  to  the  inadequate 
means  on  which  many  of  the  town  clergy 
are  carrying  on  their  great  work  in  the 
centres  of  population,  and  I  wish,  not 
only  that  tne  stipends  of  those  clergy 
coidd  be  increased,  but  that  their  number 
could  be  augmented.  I  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  wish  that 
more  funds  could  be  devoted  to  that  great 
object^  though  I  do  not  suggest  t^  a 
Church  which  has  raised  for  such  purposes 
seven  or  eight  million  pounds  in  the  course 
of  one  year  is  a  Church  which  deserves  to 
be  stigmatised  as  lacking  in  public  spirit 
or  ni^ardly  in  action.  But  we  grant 
that,  much  as  the  clergy  in  the  towns  de- 
mand our  sympathy  and  our  assistance,  it 
is  to  the  members  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land and  not  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
or  the  taxpayer  or  the  ratepayer,  that 
they  must  appe&l>  B.nd  I  doubt  not  the 
Church  will  respond  to  that  appeal.  If 
we  come  to  the  House  of  Commons,  it  is 
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not  to  relieve  the  poverty  of  the  clergy  of 
the  Church,  it  is  not  to  give  them  in- 
creased means  of  subsistence,  however 
<lesirable  those  IncreaBsd  means  of  sub- 
sistence may  be ;  we  come  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  we  come  to  Parliament 
because  they,  and  they  alone,  are  the 
people  who  have  it  in  their  power  to 
remedy  a  great  injustice  which  they  have 
consciously  or  unconsciously  done,  and  I 
rejoice  to  think  that  in  spite  of  the  attacks 


made  upon  this  Bill  this  House  at  all 
events,  I  believe  with  the  support  of  the 
country  behind  it,  has  not  shown  itself 
unequal  to  the  task  which  justice  has 
imposed  on  it. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  182; 
Noes,  117.   (Division  List,  No.  285.) 


Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mer%'yn 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Jottceline  FitzBoy 
Baulie,  James  E.B.(InTemes8) 
Baird,  Jolm  George  AlexaDder 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour  ,Rt.Hon.A.J.  (Manch'r 
Balfoar,Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Banbory,  Frederick  Geoi^ 
Barnes,  Frederic  GoreB 
Bartley,  Geo^  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunlwr  Plunket 
Bathnrst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beach.Rt-Hn.SirM.H.  (Bristol 
Beach,  W.  W.  B.  (HaotB.) 
Bethell,  Commander 
BhowiUKgree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Bigvood,  James 
Bin,  Charles 
Bhindell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
BoQsfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Cant.H.F.(Middle9ex) 
Braaaey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Batcher,  John  George 
Carl^e,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derby8h.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil.  Lord  Hugh  ((ireenwich) 
Choloner,  Capt.  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  RtHn-J-fBirra.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chairii^tOD,  Spencer 
Clue,  Oetavins  Leigh 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesae 
Colomo,  Sir  John  Charles  R. 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
ComwalUs,  Flemies  S.  W. 
Cranbome,  Visoonnt 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
CrocKi,  Herbert  S.  (Bolton) 
Cabitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
DaJrympl^  Sir  Charles 
Davies,kr  H.  D.  (Chathani) 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfcur, 


AYES. 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,Rt.Hon.  Sir  William  H. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  AilwynEdward 
Fergu8son,Rt.  HnSir J(Maiu:'r) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bajinatyne 
Fisher,  WMliam  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  R.  nnnwe- 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hon  At;  H  ( CityofLond. ) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  Augustas  Fredk. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jolm  Eldon 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Susbcx)  » 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robl.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Henderson,  Alexandw 
Hill,  Arthur  (Down,  West) 
HUl,SirEdwaidStock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,B^w.Brodie(Hampstd.) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Hen^ 
Hornby,  Sir  Winiam  Henry 
Howard,  Joi>eph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hozier,Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
JoekBOEuRt.Hon.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jebb,  Richanl  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon-Sloney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,Wm.F.{Liverpool) 
LawBon,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
L3es,Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 


Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  Evai]  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Dill  wyn-(Sw'ns'a 
Lockwood,  Lient'Col.  A.  R. 
Long,  Col.  Chas.W.(EveshaD») 
Long.Bt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Bulfer 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Kent) 
Lucas-Sbadweil,  William 
LvtteltoQ,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maodona,  John  Cnmming 
Maelver,  DaWd  (Liverpool) 
Maclnre,  Sir  John  W^iliiam 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Llverpo<d> 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Melville,  Beresford  Volentiuft 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropsh.) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monni'uish.) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Marray,Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bat«) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northoote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
Peon,  Jobn 

Platt-Ht^;ins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Hu*  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Qailter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneox 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehons^ 
Sandys,  Lieut. -CoLThoraiBlL 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Bwhard 
Seton-Karr,  Henir 
Sharpc  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.H.  (Renfrw 
Sidebottom,  WilliMn(DeTl^) 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Str»nd) 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somenei) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Strntt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedlm 
Sturt,  Hon.  Hamphtr  Napier 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.JG(OxFdUmT.) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Win.  £.  Momy 
Usbome,  Thomas 
Valentia,  Viseount 
Wonklyn,  James  Leslie 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1445 


Sale  of  Food 


TVarde,  Lient.-Col.C.E.(Keiit) 
"Welby.  Lieat.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
"Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Jos.  Pow^-  (Binn. 
Wilson-Todd.Wm.H.  (YorkB.) 
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Wodehouae,  Rt.  Hn.  E.R.  (Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  S.- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
WyDdham,  George 
^^ndham-Qiun,  Major  W.  H. 
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Wy  vill,  Mamiadake  D'Arcy 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr,  Aufttruther. 


Abraham,  W.  (Cork,  N.G.) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Aaber,  Alexander 
ABonith,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Henry 
li&lfoar,Rt.Hon.J.B.(Clackm.) 
.Beaaraont,  Wentwoith  C.  B. 
BUlaon.  Alfred 
Birrell,  Aagostine 
Broad  hnrat,  Henry 
Bmnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bachanan,  Thomas  Kybam 
Barns.  John 
Bart,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
■Caldwell,  James 
<3atueron,Sir  Charles(Gla3gow) 
Campbetl-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cbanning,  Francis  Allston 
Cloo^h,  Walter  Owen 
<Colnlle,  John 
'Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Coartney,Rt.Hon.  Leonard  H. 
Crilly,  Daniel 

<Cro8s,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
DavieB,M.  Vaaghan-(Cardig'n 
DaTitt,  MiohaS 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  ChatSes 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A 
Doosan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  Junes 
Dunn,  Sir  WiUiam 
Edwuds,  Owen  Morsan 
£rani,  Sir  F.  H.  (Soath'ton) 


NOES 

Evenhed,  Sydney 
Penwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fitzmanrice,  Lord  Eamond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gardon,Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Bordon 
Harcourt,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harwood,  George 
Hayae,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale 
Hazell,  Waltw 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CIirs.  H. 
Holland.  Wra.H.(York,W.R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Johnson-Fergoson,  Jabez  Edw. 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shuttle  worth,  RtHnSir  U 
Kilbride,  Denia 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Lawaon,SirWilTrid(Camb'laiid 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDoQnell,DrMA(Qaeen'sC) 
M'Dermott,  Patrieic 
H'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mendl,  Sigismand  Ferdinand 
Mont8gu,sii'S.  (Whitecliapel) 
Mortey,Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Montrose) 
Nussey,  Thomas  WUlans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 


O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 

Pearson,  Sir  AVeetman  D. 
PeaseHerbertPike(  Darlington 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Br^gB  (Yorks.) 
Randell,  Davia 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbiglis.) 
Robson,  William  Knowdon 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Alljert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
SCeadman,  William  Charles 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  Abel  {Carmarthen,  E. ) 
Thomas,  David  Alf d.  ( Merthyr ) 
Treveljran,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
■\Vhittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
William8,JohnCarvell  (Notts.) 
WUson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcestersh.  N. ) 
Wilson,  J.  H.(Middle3broagh) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellebs  foe  the  Noes — 

Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 

Mr.  M'Arthnr. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. — 
-Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  BILL. 

Am  ammded  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), further  considered. 

Sir  CHAELES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  Clause  8,  as  the  House  will 
Temember,  prohibits  any  persons  having  in 
their  possession,  or  selung,  or  exposing 
for  aale,  margarine  which  which  has  been 
«nriched  with  more  than  8J  per  cent,  of 
Itatter.  As  I  pointed  out  yesterday,  the 
'Governors  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board,  and  several  poorhouse  authorities, 
in  accordance  with  tneir  desire  to  give  the 
poor  inmates  something  which  they  con- 
sider more  palatable  and  better  than  the 

VOL.  LXXIV-    i£FoURTH  Seriel] 


highest  grade  of  margarine,  have  issued 
tenders  tor  large  quantities  of  margarine 
mixture,  in  which  they  stipulate  the 
mixture  shall  contain  at  least  20  per 
cent,  of  butter.  A  good  many  hundreds 
of  tons  are  distributed  annually  in  this 
way  among  the  inmates  of  the  various 
unions.  There  can  be  in  this  case  no 
doubt  as  to  adulteration.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  told  us  the  other  day  that  you 
could  make  as  palatable  margarine  con- 
taining not  more  than  5  per  cent,  of 
butter  fats,  but  the  authorities  I  have 
named  would  hardly  go  to  the  coat  of 
lOs.  a  hundredweight  extra  for  this 
mixture  if  they  could  get  as  good  and 
palatable  an  article  in  the  shape  of  a 
cheaper  and  poorer  grade  of  margarine, 
and    the   result   of   this   clause  will 

3F2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1447 


Sale  of  Food 


{COMMONS} 


and  Bru^s  Bill. 


144S 


be  to  deprive  these  poor  people  of  15  of 
their  20  per  cent,  of  butter.  The  object 
of  the  Amendment,  which  I  move  on  be- 
half of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Dundee,  is  to  raise  the  limit  of  the 
butter  fats  to  the  same  standard  as  is 
now  allowed — munely,  30  per  cent.  The 
fact  that  boards  of  guardians  and  the 
county  councils  are  in^viting  by  tender 
mixtures  containing  20  per  cent,  of  butter 
fats,  shows  that  they  at  least  regard  such 
an  article  as  being  more  perfect  than  that 
which  contains  only  10  per  cent.  It  is 
not  conceivable  that  we  have  arrived  at 
the  end  of  the  age  of  invention  in  this 
matt«r,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  in 
some  half  dozen  years  a  more  wholesome 
food  may  be  invented,  consisting  of  a 
mixtmv  of  a  greater  amount  of  outter 
with  m»r^irine  than  I  now  propose ;  but 
such  a  thing  will  be  prevented  if  this 
Clause  8  is  not  amended.  Some  chemists 
have  already  discovered  a  method  of 
propagating  the  microbe  which  gives  off 
the  butter  acids  in  a  particular  emulsion, 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  those 
chemists  should  not  succeed  in  making 
butter  by  a  purely  scientific  profess. 

Amendment  proposed^ 

"In  page  5,  line  17.  to  leave  out  the  word 
•ten,'  and  insert  the  word  ' thirty '  — (Sir 
Charia  Cameron) — ^instead  thereof." 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  ten  *  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

*The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  West 
Derby) :  I  hope  the  House  will  not  accept 
the  Amendment,  for  reasons  very  much 
the  same  as  I  gave  yesterday  dealing 
with  the  Justification  of  the  clause  as  a 
whole.  Beyond  those  reasons  which  were 
directed  to  the  merits  of  the  question 
itself  may  I  say  that  the  figure  in  the 
Bill  of  10  per  cent,  is  justified  as  a  reason- 
able compromise  between  the  demand  on 
the  one  hand  to  limit  the  mixture  to  5  per 
cent,  and  the  proposal  now  made.  It  is 
a  compromise  based  on  the  advice  and 
opinion  of  expert  knowledge.  I  set  up  no 
opinion  of  my  own.  There  is  undoubtedly 
a  very  large  demand  for  genuine  mar- 
garine, and  this  article  of  the  best  quality 
can  be  produced  with  3  or  4  per  cent, 
of  butter  fat;  therefore  this  proposed 
extension  is  not  required  to  secure  mar- 
garine of  good  quality.   There  is  also  a 

Sir  Charles  Cameron. 


demand  for  genuine  butter,  and  it  is 
against  the  illegal  mixture  of  the  two 
with  the  intention  of  deceiWng  purchasers- 
that  Clause  8  is  directed.  The  supply  of 
margarine  at  margarine  price  will  not 
be  interfered  with.  If  the  condition  is  to 
be  a  fair  one,  which  can  be  easily  worked 
so  that  manufacturers  may  keep  within 
the  law,  there  must  be  a  reasonable 
margin  and  then  the  law  will  not  be 
oppressive.  The  limitation  proposed  will 
prevent  fraudulent  sale  and  make  it  not 
only  possible  but  easy  in  every  way  for 
the  manufacturer  to  produce  the  best 
article  he  can  and  put  it  on  the  muket  at 
the  price  it  ought  to  command. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Galway,  N.)  sup- 
ported the  limit  of  10  per  cent.,  ami 
expressed  surprise  that  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Bridgeton,  having  regard  to 
the  views  he  expressed,  had  not  attempted 
to  repeal  the  Margarine  Act  altogeuier. 
After  a  Parliamentary  experience  of 
twelve  years  it  was  only  now  that  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Bridgeton  was 
struck  by  the  fact  that  it  was  a  propor 
thing  to  allow  mixtures  of  margarine  and 
butter  to  be  sold  as  a  mixture.  He  advo- 
cated that  principle  now  in  the  interest  of 
the  paupers.  He  did  not  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Member,  and  if  the  Grovem- 
ment  would  not  make  the  limit  of  butter 
fats  allowed  in  margarine  less  than  10 

EQT  cent,  he  would  have  to  accept  that 
mit. 

Mr.   LOUGH  (Islington,  W.):  The 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
appears  to  have  misunderstood  the  point 
of  the  clause.   All  that  the  Act  of  1887 
did  was  to  say  that  whatever  proportiw 
of  butter  was  put  into  mai^arine  the 
margeuine  must  be  sold  as  raarearine.  I 
am  sorry  the  ri^ht  hoa.  Gentleman  has 
been  so  unyielding  with  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  perhaps  even  now  he  would 
make  some  compromise.  The  Amendment 
asks  for  30  per  cent. ;  but  perhaps  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  accept  that 
percentage  which  the  county  council* 
require  when  they  in\ite  tenders — namely^ 
20  per  cent.    In  my  opinion  the  Amend- 
ment is  a  reasonable  one,  and  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  contracts  are  now 
running  for  the  supply  of  margarine  vri%\x 
30  per  cent,  of  butter,  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to  see  his  way 
to  accept  it. 
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Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hanta,  Basingstoke) : 
on  this  side  of  the  Hoxise  hope  that 
if  the  GoTemment  do  anything  at  all  it 
will  lower  the  limit  to  fesa  than  10  per 
«ent.  The  effect  of  giving  a  higher  limit 
would  entirely  frustrate  the  object  of  the 
Bill.  That  the  London  County  Council 
adopted  a  mixture  of  20  per  cent,  of  butter 
was,  I  suppose,  due  to  their  ignorance, 
because  in  countries  where  naar^rine  is 
made  to  the  greatest  extent,  in  many 
«ases  the  admixture  of  butter  is  prohibit&d 
Altogether,  and  not  tdlowed  to  be  sold 
At  all 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  said  he 
was  not  much  moved  by  the  practice  in 
other  countries,  where  the  economic  con- 
ditions might  not  be  analogous  to  those 
of  this  country.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  only  question  to  be  dealt  with  was 
whether  there  should  be  a  little  more  or  a 
little  less  butter  in  the  margarine,  and  the 
best  way  to  settle  that  matter  would  be  to 
have  a  few  samples  in  the  Tea  Room,  when 
they  might  be  able  to  decide  which  was  the 
lietter  article  of  food. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  said  he 
should  support  the  Amendment,  for  the 


reason  that  the  clause  as  it  stood  would 
interfere  with  the  contoicts  which  were 
running. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) ;  Before  you  put  the  question,  Sir, 
I  think  we  are  entitled  to  an  answer  from 
the  Ijaw  Oflicer  of  the  Crown  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  contracts  will  be 
affected  if  this  Amendment  is  not  carried. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  I 
should  like  to  associate  myself  with  the 
remark  of  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
spoken.  I  think  we  ought  to  have  some 
answer  from  the  Solicitor-General  as  to 
this. 

The  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  (Sir  R. 
B.  FlNLAY,  Inverness  Burghs) :  No 
single  case  has  been  stated  of  a  contract 
which  will  extend  over  January  1st,  1900, 
and  this  Bill  is  not  to  come  into  force 
until  that  date. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  131 ; 
Noes,  48.   (Division  List,  No.  286.) 


Archdald,  Edward  Mer\'yn 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balfoar,  Rt.Hon.A.J.{MancV) 
Balfour,  BtHnGera1d\V(Leeds 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barton,  Dnnbar  PLunket 
Bath urnt,  Hod.  All  en  Benjamin 
Beach,Kt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Betbell,  Comtnaiuter 
Bhown^gree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BiddalpnTMichael 
Big  wood,  James 
Bill,  Charlen 

Bousgeld,  William  Kobert 
Krodrick,  VLt.  Hoa.  St.  Jobn 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
BnUaid,  Sir  Harry 
Barns,  John 
Batcher,  John  George 
Carlisle,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derby8h.) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Woro'r) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Loms 
Collinga,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
"Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
<^rnwalliB,Fienne8StanleyW. 
C(u^  Irwin  Edward  Bainlmdge 


AYES. 

Cross,  Alexander  ((ilaagow) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cnrzon,  Viscoant 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dnncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastboume) 
Finch,  Georce  U. 
Finlay,  Sir  Kobert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  AVilliain  Hayes 
Gibbonf>,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn.  A.  G.  H.(C.ofLond. 
Giles,  Charles  TviTell 
Godson,  Sir  A.  j^'rederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.Hon.Sir  John  Eldon 
Go9chen,Rt.Hn.G.J.(St.Geo"8 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon,  Robert  W. 
Hanson,  Sii'  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  George 
Hatch,  Emeat  Frederick  Qeo. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Arthur  (Down,  West) 
Hill.  Sir  Edw.  Stock  (Bristol) 


Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Hogan,  James  Fnmcis 
Howatd,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  Jas.  Hen.  Cedl 
Hudson,  (leorge  Bickeisteth 
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Mh.  bartley  (Islington,  N.) :  The 
Amendment  which  I  propose  is  a  pro- 
tection to  really  honest  tradesmen.  The 
clause  now  makes  it  a  crime  to  sell  this 
material  as  margarine  if  it  contains  more 
than  10  per  cent,  of  butter.  I  cannot  see 
why  people  should  not  have  margarine  in 
any  way  they  like,  provided  they  know 
they  are  buying  it.  If  the  small  dealer 
buys  this  material  honestly  believing  that 
it  contains  10  per  cent,  or  less  of  butter, 
and  if  by  any  accident  it  turns  out  to 
contain  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  butter, 
he  is  liable  to  be  punished  in  a  very 
severe  manner.    The  Amendment  I  pro- 

nis  that  if  he  buys  this  article  as 
fide  margarine  containing  more  than 
the  prescribed  quantity  of  butter,  if  he 
can  prove  that  he  bought  it  believing  it  to 
be  what  it  professed  to  be,  he  shall  not  be 
liable.  The  words  I  propose  are  taken 
from  the  Margarine  Act,  and  it  seems  to 
me  an  extraordinary,  thing  that  the 
Government  should  refuse  to  accept  these 
words.  \\'e  are  making  drastic  laws  by 
which  we  hope  to  prevent  fraud,  but 
surely  it  is  a  new  departure  altogether 
that  a  man  honestly  carrying  on  his  busi- 
ness and  taking  every  conceivable  precau- 
tion should  be  punished,  when  he  is  not 
the  i«al  offender,  and  when  he  can  proTe 


conclusively  that  he  is  not  in  any  way  to 
blame.  That  seems  an  extraordinary 
state  of  things  for  a  new  law  to 
create,  and  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  justice  in  every  sense.  The  only- 
alternative  would  be  that  every  small 
trader  would  have  to  have  this  material 
analysed  himself,  for  although  the  invoice 
may  state  that  the  material  comes  within 
the  law,  if  it  is  proved  outside  the  law, 
the  man  who  has  taken  all  these  pre- 
cautions will  be  liable  to  punishment.  I 
was  given  to  understand  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  accept  this  as  a  reasonable 
Amendment,  but  now  it  appears  that  they 
think  this  is  not  right,  although  I  cannot 
for  the  life  of  me  see  why  We  should  have 
this  drastic  law,  and  not  be  satisfied  with 
the  punishment  of  the  real  criminal,  but 
go  on  punishing  a  man  who  is  carrying 
on  a  legitimate  business  in  the  beet 
possible  way  he  can.  I  am  as  strong  as. 
anyone  in  my  desire  to  put  a  stop  to 
fraud,  but  by  this  proposal  of  the  (Jovem- 
ment  we  are  harassing  the  small  trades- 
men in  a  most  unreasonable  manner.. 
The  large  tradesman  can  look  after  him- 
self, and  it  would  pay  him  to  have  this, 
material  analysed ;  out  to  suppose  that  a 
man  in  a  small  way  of  busineu  could 
bear  the  expense  of  having  everything 
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of  marearirie  and  butter.  My  hon.  friend 
has  reaiJy  left  out  the  case  that  will  fre- 
quently occur,  and  has  provided  for  an 
almost  impossible  case.  If  my  hon.  friend 
can  show  me  that  there  is  any  reasonable 
probability  that  such  cases  may  occur,  we 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  dealing 
with  the  matter  in  another  place. 


analysed  seems  to  me  to  be  a  most 
unreasonable  thing.  I  urge  that  these 
words  should  be  inserted  to  protect 
tradesmen  who  are  honestly  carrying  on 
their  business,  for  my  proposal  does  not 
protect  any  man  who  camiot  show  that 
ne  has  taken  every  reasonable  precaution. 
If  a  tradesman  can  prove  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court  that  he  has  taken 
every  reasonable  precaution,  and  that  his 
offence  is  entirely  due  to  the  misstate- 
ments of  those  persons  from  whom  he 
buys  the  goods,  it  seems  to  me  that  he 
should  not  be  liable.   I  beg  to  move. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  21,  to  leave  ont  from  '  1887 ' 
to  end  of  ctau»e,  and  insert  the  -words  '  unless 
he  shoTO  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  before 
whom  he  is  charged  that  he  purchased  the 
aiUcle  in  qaetttlon  as  margarine,  containing  not 
more  than  10  per  cent,  m  butter  fat,  and  with 
a  written  warranty  or  invoice  to  that  effect ; 
that  he  had  no  reason  to  believe  at  the  time 
when  he  sold  it  that  the  article  was  other  than 
margarine  containing  not  more  than  ten  per 
cent,  of  butter  fat ;  and  that  ha  sold  it  in  the 
same  state  as  when  he  purchased  it ;  and  in 
sach  case  he  shall  be  discharged  from  the  pro- 
secution, but  shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  costs 
incmred  by  the  prosecutor  nnless  he  sliall  have 

aVen  due  notice  to  him  that  he  will  rely  upon 
e  above  defence.'  "—{Mr.  BartUy.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
^^>06ed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


Sir  E.  B.  FINLAY:  I  think  I  can 
satisfy  the  hon.  Member  that  this  Bill, 
as  drawn,  meets  all  the  ordinary  cases 
which  he  is  anxious  to  provide  for,  and 
that  the  Amendment  will  not  provide  for 
the  ordinary  cases,  but  only  for  cases 
which  very  rarely  indeed  occur,  and 
would  exclude  what  my  hon;  friend 
desires  to  be  done  in  the  ordinary  casts. 
The  section  provides  that  it  is  no  longer 
possible  to  sell  margarine  tmder  a  certain 
standard,  but  it  also  includes  Section  7  of 
t^ie  Margarine  Act.  My  hon.  friend  pro- 
poses to  strike  that  out  altogether,  and 
proposes  to  provide  only  for  the  case  of 
the  tradesman  who  has  bought  the  article 
as  mar^rine.  I  would  point  out  to  my 
hon.  fnend  that  that  is  almost  an  impos- 
sible case.  The  case  we  have  to  deal 
with  is  one  where  the  wholesale  dealer 
has  fraudulently  sent  to  the  tradesman  as 
butter  an  article  which  is  really  a  mixture 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  I  agree 
with  the  Solicitor  -  General  as  to  the 
general  effect  of  this  Amendment  and  the 
non-necessity  for  it.  The  clause  pro- 
vides that  any  offence  under  Section  7  of 
the  Margarine  Act  will  be  an  offence 
under  this  Act.  I  desire  to  point  out 
that  you  cannot  regulate  exactly  this 
percentage,  for  it  must  pf  necessity  de- 
pend upon  the  richness  of  the  milk  and 
the  season  at  which  the  margarine  is 
made.  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  not  be  in 
the  interests  of  margarine  manufacturers 
to  sell  a  higher  mixture  of  butter  than  is 
stipulated  for,  for  it  is  nearly  always  the 
person  who  invites  tenders  who  stipulates 
that  the  margarine  shall  contain  a  certain 
percenta^  of  butter.  Then,  again,  analysts 
are  not  infallible ;  and  organic  analysis, 
especially  as  to  fat,  is  not  a  science  of 
mathematical  precision.  Everything  has 
to  be  estimated,  and  unless  you  allow 
some  margin  you  may  have  cases  of 
very  great  injustice.  In  regard  to  the 
adulteration  of  coffee  and  chicory,  I 
remember  that  a  mixture  of  ten  per  cent, 
of  coffee  and  chicory  was  subjected  to 
analysis  by  several  analysts,  and  not  one 
of  them  gave  the  correct  proportions.  In 
analysing  margarine,  it  is  a  matter  of 
estimation  as  to  the  amount  of  fat,  and 
this  varies  at  different  seasons,  and  unless 
you  have  some  proviso  to  protect  the 
innocent  seller  against  a  vicious  prosecu- 
tion through  faulty  analyses  I  think  a 
very  grave  injustice  will  be  done. 


Mr.  ^VARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) :  There  seems  to  me  to  be  a  griev- 
ance in  this  matter,  and  I  think  we  ought 
to  allow  a  little  margin.  I  hope  the 
Solicitor-General  will  consult  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  that  side  of  the  House, 
and  make  some  proposition  in  another 
place  which  will  meet  this  case,  because 
it  may  prove  a  very  serious  thing  for  the 
small  trader  who  cannot  afford  to  ha^'e 
all  his  goods  analysed,  and  who  may  get 
into  trouble  through  no  fault  of  his  own. 
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Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  It  is 
already  provided  that  the  word  "mar- 
guine"  must  be  placed  on  the  article 
when  it  is  being  sold,  and  the  wrappers 
in  which  it  is  sold  also  have  to  have  the 
word  '*  margarine "  printed  on  them. 
Tnerefore,  if  the  terms  of  the  old  Mar- 

farine  Act  are  applied  there  is  no  possi- 
ilitj  of  fraud  being  practised.  I  desire 
to  prevent  the  provisions  of  this  Act  being 
put  aside  so  far  as  they  are  a  protection 
to  the  seller.  It  is  a  weU  known  fact  that 
poor  people  have  their  pride  as  well  as 
the  rich.  A  poor  woman  will  not  go  into 
a  shop  and  ask  for  a  pound  of  margarine, 
bu^  she  will  generally  ask  for  "  a  pound 
of  sixpenny,"  or  a  pound  of  "that,"  and  will 
point  to  the  article  she  requires.  If  an  in- 
spector comesintotheshopanxious  to  secure 
a  conviction  he  will  ask  for  a  pound  of  six- 
penny butter,  and  the  sixpenny  is  handed 
outtohiminthe  paper  labelled  "margarine." 
It  is  proposed  to  make  the  third  convic- 
tion punishable  by  imprisonment,  but  if 
the  prosecutions  are  under  the  Margarine 
Act  there  might  be  no  third  conviction  of 
an  employer,  for  in  every  one  of  the  three 
cases  tiie  offence  might  be  brought  home 
to  the  offending  individual ;  while  if  the 
same  cases  were  taken  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  they  would  count  up 
against  the  employer,  who  might  know 
nothing  whatever  about  the  transaction, 
and  he  would  be  liable  to  treatment  as  a 
criminal,  subject  to  three  months'  imprison- 
ment. I  was  told  iu  Committee  that  the 
Margarine  Act  is  not  an  adulteration  Act, 
but  now  it  is  proposed  to  prevent  an 
article  being  sold  for  what  it  is  not.  It 
appears  to  me  that  when  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  Mai^rine  Act  have  been 
complied  with  there  can  be  no  pretence 
of  any  fraud,  because  even  if  an  illiterate 
sees  those  large  letters,  all  he  or  she  has 
to  do  is  to  say,  "  I  asked  for  butter  and 
you  have  given  me  margarine."  If  the 
intention  of  this  Act  is  to  inflict  punish- 
ment in  the  case  of  technical  quibbles 
where  there  can  be  no  intention  to 
defraud,  and  where  the  nature  of  the 
article  sold  is  openly  declared,  I  think  it 
is  a  gross  injustice  against  which  trades- 
men have  a  right  to  protest  I  beg  to 
move: 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^  5,  line  34,  after  the  word  '  accord- 
mgly,'  to  insert  the  words, '  Provided  always, 
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that  in  any  prosecution  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  the  fraudulent  or 
illegal  sale  of  margarine,  or  any  conipotmd 
thereof,  it  shall  be  a  good  defence  to  prove  that 
the  requirements  of  the  Margarine  Act,  l^ST, 
as  amended  by  this  Act,  had  been  complied 
with.'"— Sir  C.  Cameron. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  This  section  which 
the  hon.  Baronet  proposes  to  add  is  a 
section  dealing  only  with  the  case  of  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  margarine  con- 
taining more  than  10  per  cent,  of  butter 
fat,  and  should  have  been  proposed  as  an 
Amendment  to  a  previous  clause. 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  I  put  it 

down  as  a  separate  new  clause,  but  Mr, 
Speaker  ruled  it  out  of  order. 


Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  My  hon.  friend 
has  got  it  down  as  a  proviso  dealing  with 
a  limited  class  of  cases.  Under  his  pro- 
posal the  fraudulent  seller  could  get  off' 
by  showing  that  he  had  fixed  a  label  or 
used  a  wrapper  such  as  is  mentioned  in 
the  Marganne  Act.  Suppose  a  poor 
person  comes  in  and  asks  for  butter,  and 
is  supplied  with  margarine  at  the  price  of 
butter,  according  to  this  proposal  that 
shopkeeper  will  get  off  if  he  can  show 
there  is  a  wrapper  upon  it  complying 
with  the  Margarine  Act.  Surely  if  it  is 
established  that  the  article  sold  is 
different  from  that  for  which  the  purchaser 
asks,  and  if  the  purdiaser  did  not  know 
that  he  was  getting  something  totally 
different,  the  shopkeeper  should  not  be 
able  to  get  off  by  snowing  that  the  word 
"  margarine "  was  printed  upon  the 
label. 

Amendment  by  leave  Mnthdrawn. 

Another  Amendment  made. 

Mr.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE  (Sussexi 
Horsham) :  The  object  of  the  Amendment 
which  I  have  on  the  Paper  is,  as  the 
House  is  well  aware,  to  deal  with  a  great 
quantity  of  condensed  milk  which  finds 
its  way  into  the  market,  and  which  is  a 
very  valuable  and  useful  product,  and  is 
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heavily  bought  by  the  poorer  portions  of 
the  community,  who  are  strongly  desirous 
of  bringing  up  their  children  on  milk.  It 
contains  all  the  essential  properties  of 
good  milk,  and  is  very  popiuar  from  the 
wry  convenient  form  in  which  it  is  sold. 
I  know  from  experience  that  it  is  a  very 
useful  arid  palatable  food  on  which  to 
bring  up  children.  This  has  led  to  imi- 
tations of  the  commonest  form,  from 
which  all  the  essential  parts  are  taken 
Away  which  are  most  necessary  and  most 
Taluable  for  the  health  of  the  children. 
Instead  of  containing  at  least  3  per  cent, 
■of  fatty  matter,  as  good  and  proper  milk 
should  contain,  this  contains  something 
less  than  1  per  cent.  Putting  it  in 
■another  way,  to  get  the  same  quantity  of 
iat  contained  in  good,  soimd  fresh  milk, 
jon  would  have  to  put  in  sixteen  pints  of 
■^vater.  Imagine  the  result  of  that — the 
unhappy  town  infantgetting  this  separated 
milk  under  the  impression  that  it  is 
.sound  and  fresh,  and  then  having  to 
take  not  a  double  magnum,  but  sixteen 
pints.  From  experience  of  skimmed 
milk  as  well  as  fresh  milk,  I  say  that 
no  sensible  person  would  dream  of 
bringing  up  the  offspring  of  animals  on 
it.  They  would  not  give  separated  milk 
to  calves  or  young  pina  without  something 
else  to  help  them  along.  It  is  a  cruel 
thing  that  tnis  should  be  thrown  broad- 
cast upon  children,  especially  in  our  large 
towns,  without  a  single  word  of  warning 
:to  the  poorest  to  prevent  them  know- 
ing that  this  is  not  a  food  fit 
for  young  children.  The  very  words 
which  the  section  proposes  to  have  put  in 
the  Bill,  "  separated  milk  or  skimmed 
"milk,"  are  somewhat  attractive  and  likely 
to  deceive  ignorant  people.  The  words 
**  separated  milk  "  indicate  to  the  minds  of 
the  purchaser  that  it  is  something  par- 
ticularly good  and  worth  having,  and 
when  besides  that  it  is  sold  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  condensed  milk  the  real  danger 
■comes  in,  and  the  real  risk  of  innutri- 
tious  and  unwholesome  food  being  given 
to  the  child  and  the  consequent  danger  to 
the  child's  health.  This  is  no  imagi- 
nary case.  The  matter  has  been 
under  the  consideration  of  public 
■authorities,  and  a  large  number  of  urban 
4listrict  councils  are  in  favour  of  some 
.-such  words  as  the  Amendment  suggests 
being  inserted.  The  Report  of  a  Uom- 
.mittee  of  the  House  which  has  considered 
the  matter  suggests  that  all  tins  contain- 
ing such  milk  should  be  required  to  bear 


'labels,  on  which  the  words  "skimmed 
I  milk  "  are  printed  in  large  legible  type. 
This  has  been  adopted  in  the  Bill,  but  it 
docs  not  go  far  enough.   The  Report  goes 
on  to  say  that  an  additional  notification 
I  should  be  printed  that  such  milk  is  not 
j  suitable  for  purposes  of  feeding  young 
!  children,     I  entirely  agree  with  this 
i  recommendation,  for  I  believe  that  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is 
thoroughly  aware  of  the  mischief  which 
arises  from  the  sale  of  this  product  im- 
checked,  and  without  its  being  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  purchaser  what  the  real 
risk  is.    He  has  gone  so  far  as  to  say  the 
label  must  be  printed  on  every  one  of 
the  tins,  showing  the  words  "  separated  or 
skimmul  milk."   I  ask  him  to  go  a  little 
further  in  the  interests  of  humanity,  and 
make  this  a  better  Bill,  and  bring  to  the 
mind  of  the  purchaser  what  I  think  is 
necessary,   that    these    poor,  ignorant 
people  should  be  reminded  that  this  con- 
densed skimmed  and  separated  milk  is 
not  fit  for  the  food  of  infants. 


Amendment  propolaed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  39,  to  insert  tlie  words  after 
'  type,'  with  a  statement  that  fiuch  milk  U  not 
amtedforthe  food  of  infant  children." — (itfr. 
J.  H,  Johnstone.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  thoss  word* 
be  there  inserted." 


*Mr.  long  :  I  do  hope  that  my  hon- 
friend  will  not  think  it  necessor^ff  to  press 
this  Amendment  for  reasons  which  I  will 
very  shortly  give.  He  has  stated  quite 
accurately  that  I  am  aware  of  the  fact 
that  a  great  deal  of  mischief  is  done  by 
giving  food  of  iAm  kind  to  young 
children.  I  should  be  very  glad  indera 
if  I  could  see  my  way  in  a  Bill  of  this 
kind  to  check  a  system  of  that  sort,  but 
I  would  point  out  to  my  hon.  friend,  in 
the  first  place,  that  his  Amendment  would 
not  have  the  effect  he  desires,  while  it 
would  have  a  disadvantageous  effect  with 
regard  to  the  use  of  these  labels.  What 
we  want  is  that  there  should  be  a  proper 
descriptive  name  upon  certain  articles 
when  they  are  sold,  and  if  the  label 
which  carries  that  description  is  to  be  of 
any  real  value,  that  description  must  be 
of  the  briefest  possible  kind,  in  order  that 
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it  may  be  perfectly  ciear.  Many  of  the 
tins  in  which  these  articles  are  sold  are 
very  small,  and  there  is  very  little  room 
upon  them  to  put  anything  in  the  way 
of  a  caution  or  explanation  such  as  that 
suggested  which  will  be  easily  seeni 
But  if  you  add  to  the  actual  description 
erf  the  article  certain  precautionary  worda 
of  advice,  it  will  only  tend  to  obscure 
the  other  description  without  gaining 
the  result  which  you  seek.  After 
all,    what   would   be    the    result  of 

Jutting  words  like  this  on  the  labels  ? 
am  very  much  afraid  from  such  in- 
quiries as  I  have  been  able  to  make  that 
the  knowledge  which  hon.  friends 
seek  to  impart  is  already  m  possession-  of 
most  of  the  people  who  use  this  particular 
article.  I  am  afraid  also  that  it  would  not 
in  any  way  deter  the  use  of  this  article  by 
simply  putting  those  words  on  the  label. 
How  far  it  may  be  desirable  to  interfere 
with  the  right  .of  individuals  to  buy  what 
they  think  best  for  their  purpose,  and 
which  they  demand  is  another  matter, 
but  I  am  sure  in  a  case  like  this  it  would 
be  undesirable  to  do  what  my  hon.  friend 
has  proposed.  I  do. not  think  that  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  make  itself 
responsible  for  words  of  this  kind  unless 
the  House  is  absolutely  sure  that  a  decla- 
ration of  that  kind  can  be  made  and  relied 
upon.  I  am  informed  that  while  by  itself 
this  kind  of  milk  is  an  undesirable  form 
of  food,  if  the  deficiencies  are  made  up,  as 
they  can  be,  then  it  is  not  an  undesirable 
form  of  food.  I  think  what  we  have  pro- 
posed carries  us  as  far  as  we  ought  to  go, 
and  I  submit  that  even  if  the  words  sug- 
gested were  adopted  they  would  not 
achieve  the  object  in  view.  Under  the 
circumstances  I  hope  my  hon.  friend  will 
not  think  it  necessary  to  press  his  Amend- 
ment to  a  division. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Tomlinson  (Preston), 

'  Sib  B,  K  FINLAY  said  :  I  think  the 
ra^ression  "separated"  or  "skimmed 
milk  "  will  very  goon  get  to  be  thoroughly 
underatood  by  everyone,  and  I  do  not 
think  human  ingenuity  can  invent  any 
one  word  which  will  adequately  convey 
this  information. 

Mr.  WAENER  :  Separated,  or  skim 
milk,  may  be  very  wholesome  and  nour- 
ishing, but  it  is  not  a  right  food  for 

Mr.  Long. 


infants,  because  it  lacks  the  batter  fat. 
This  is  an  Amendment  that  ought  to  be 
considered.  A  double  name  is  put  on  a 
medicine  bottle  when  there  is  pmson  in  it 
— the  word  "poison,"  as  well  as  the  name 
of  the  medicine.  Now,  this  substance  is 
practically  a  poison  to  infants,  and  thi 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  protect  them 
from  being  poisoned.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
who  look  upon  this  matter  from  the 
farmer  point  of  view  do  not  see  its  im- 
portance. I  consider  this  one  of  the  most 
important  Amendments  on  the  Bill  yet 
submitted.  I  can  understand  that  there 
are  objections  to  the  size  of  the  label  put 
on  a  tin,  but  nobody  would  say  that  the 
word  "  pcnson  "  should  be  left  out  because 
the  tin  is  small.  Milk  is  generally  under- 
stood to  be  a  proper  food  for  children, 
and  people  buy  this  stuff  because  they 
think  it  is  milk.  It  is  not  real  milk,  since 
it  does  not  contain  butter  fat. 


Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  have  supported  this  Bill  so  far  as 
I  have  thought  it  protected  the  pubUc 
health,  but  I  am  surprised  to  find  that 
when  an  Amendment  is  made  which  is 
directed  to  prevent  the  suffeiing  and 
death  of  infants,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  tell  us  that  if  these  words  are 
put  on  the  label  this  milk  would  be 
bought  more  largely  than  it  is.  If  that 
means  anything  it  means  that  the  wives 
of  working  men,  who  principally  use  this 
milk,  intend  to  kill  their  children  by 
admiiustering  to  them  this  milk.  Th^ 
is  a  severe  indictment. 


*jVIb.  IX)NG:  I  never  suj^ested  any- 
thing of  the  kind ;  that  is  a  grosa  misin- 
terpretation of  my  words.  What  I  said 
was,  that  the  words  suggested  by  my  hon. 
friend  would  not  have  the  effect  he  de- 
sired ;  and  I  said  that  I  believed  the 
people  who  buy  this  milk  know  perfectly 
well  that  it  is  not  the  best  food  for 
infants,  and  if  they  could  afford  a  better 
food  for  their  children  they  would  not 
buy  this  milk. 


Mr.  MADDISON :  Of  course  I  do  not 
wish  to  misrepresent  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, but  his  explanation  amounts  to 
the  same  thing.  ("No,  no.")  What  is 
the  object  of  the  hon.  Member  who  moved 
this  Ajnendment  1  He  made  it  perfectly- 
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clear  that  it  was  to  stop  the  sale  of  this 
nulk  for  infants,  and  to  warn  parents 
against  its  use.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  it  will  not  have  this  effect,  and 
that  if  persons  buy  milk  bearing  the 
label,  **  This  milk  is  not  for  infants,"  they 
must  buy  it  with  very  doubtful  motives 
for  their  children.  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  want  to  protect  the  health  of 
the  people  ?  The  very  serious  and  ap- 
palling effects  which  follow  the  use  of  this 
milk  have  been  pointed  out,  and  all  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  is  that  the 
true  description  of  the  article  would  take 
up  too  much  room  on  the  label.  The 
.^endment  is  a  rational  one ;  it  will  not 
interfere  wiUi  ordinary  trading,  and  is 
directed  to  save  infantile  life ;  and  I  hope 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  press  it  to  a 
Division.  I  wish  to  ask  the  ScJicitor- 
General,  on  behalf  of  the  Health  C3om- 
mittee  of  the  Sheffield  Town  Council, 
whether  the  phrase  Condensed  milk " 
would  legally  apply  to  preserved  milk. 


Mr.  BARTLEY  :  We  have  just  settled 
to  make  it  a  criminal  offence  to  put  more 
butter  into  margarine,  thereby  making  it 
better  margarine  than  before.  The  non. 
Gentleman  asks  that  the  label  should 
really  describe  what  is  contained  in  the 
tin,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  refuses 
to  accept  that  Amendment.  Surely  it 
would  be  much  more  logical  to  eay  that 
this  separated  milk  should  not  be  sold  for 
children  than  that  margarine  should  not 
be  sold  because  it  was  improved  by  the 
addition  of  butter.  I  am  anxious  that 
this  Bill  should  be  passed  in  the  interest 
of  justice  and  fairplay,  but  it  seems  to 
me,  if  we  are  goin^  into  these  extra- 
ordinary anomalies,  it  would  be  better 
not  to  have  the  Bill  at  all. 


Mb.  STRACHEY  (Somersetshire,  S.)  : 
The  effect  of  this  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sussex  will  be  that  people 
who  buy  this  milk  will  do  so  with  their 
eyes  open.  I  cannot  understand  how 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  it 
will  not  have  the  slightest  effect  at  all. 
We  know  that  these  things  are  bought 
by  the  poor,  who  think  they  are  all  right. 
When  they  buy  a  tin  marked  "  Condensed 
Milk,"  they  are  not  aware  that  it  is  only 
skim  milk.  This  is  not  a  purely  agri- 
cultural question.  Medical  evidence  has 
proved  that  large  numbers  of  children 


have  been  poisoned  owing  to  the  fact  that 
they  were  fed  on  this  stuff,  which  is  not 
milk  at  all,  but  merely  chalk  and  water.. 
I  most  ardently  support  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  (Somersetshire.  E.) : 
Many  of  us  do  not  altogether  agree  witb 
the  terms  of  the  Amendment,  but  I  would 
ask  my  right  hon.  friend  whether  he 
would  repeat  the  undertaking  now  which 
he  gave  on  a  former  occasion,  that  he 
would  consider  this  question. 

*Mr.  long  :  I  did  say  I  would  do  my 
best  to  find  words  which  would  convey 
the  warning  we  all  desire  to  convey.  I 
will  do  my  oest  to  find  such  words.  Som& 
of  my  hon.  friends  tell  me  that  they  do- 
not  despair  of  finding  words  which  would 
convey  the  necessary  information.  If 
they  can  assist  me,  nothing  would  give 
me  more  pleasure  than  to  insert  such 
words  between  now  and  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Bill  in  another  place. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BAKNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  So  long  as  the  Hoiwe 
was  dealing  with  the  clauses  relating  to 
margarine  and  butter  I  did  not  feet  myself 
call^  upon  to  take  any  put  in  the  dis- 
cussion, because  I  believe  that  both 
margarine  and  butter  are  excellent  things^ 
and  if  a  man  got  one  instead  of  the  other 
he  might  be  swindled,  but  he  would  not 
be  ruined  in  health.  But  now  we  ar& 
dealing  with  a  matter  which  means  ruin 
to  the  nealth  of  the  most  helpless  part  of 
the  commiuiity;  this  milk,  bad  milk^ 
would  certainly  have  most  dangerous;, 
effects  if  given  to  children.  I  would 
impress  on  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man not  to  proceed  in  the  way  he 
appears  to  be  going,  for  the  sake  of 
being  too  pedantic  about  the  words 
which  should  be  used.  AU  the  galaxy  of 
talent  he  has  around  him  has  apparently 
been  brought  into  play  in  order  to  find 
words  which  would  express  the  desired 
warning.     My  hon.  friend  below  the 

fangway  has  some  words  on  the  Paper,, 
ut  they  are  supposed  to  be  objection- 
able. 

*Mr.  long  :  The  reason  is  that  the- 
labels  are  very  small,  and  if,  in  addition 
to  the  words  describing  the  article,  we 
were  to  add  a  sentence  of  this  kind,  the 
label  would  become  obscured  and  practi 
cally  worthless.  ^t;: 
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Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  cannot  believe  that  there  are  any 
jpractical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  putting 
■words  on  the  label,  however  small,  which 
■would  tell  the  people  who  buy  this 
•article  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  to 
•children  what  they  are  buying.  If  they 
fltmy  skim  milk,  let  them  know  by  written 
^ords  on  the  tin,  or  vessel,  that  it  is 
«kim  milk.  I  only  press  on  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  not  to  be  too  fastidious. 
Jlven  if  the  Ubel  is  smaJI  it  would  hold 
"words  enough  to  express  all  that  we 
desire  to  express. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) ;  My  hon.  friend  would  be 
satisfied  if  the  label  contained  the  words, 
"'Not  suitable  for  infantchildren."  All  that 
this  Amendment  commits  the  House  to 
is  the  principle  that  the  label  should 
•contain  a  warning  that  this  food  is  unfit 
for  infant  children.  The  right  hon. 
•Gentleman  I  am  very  glad  to  say  has 
.accepted  the  principle  of  the  Amendment, 
.and  I  would  ask  him  that  he  should 
.accept  the  Amendment  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport):  The 
■whole  point  is  that  poor  people  buy  this 
iskim  milk  without  knowing  that  it  has 
been  skimmed,  and  they  use  it  to  f^ed 
their  infants.  Now  I  have  an  Amendment 
-on  the  Paper  which  I  think  would  meet 
.the  case,  that  on  each  label  there  should 
ifce  these  words,  "  This  milk  should  not 
.be  used  as  food  for  infants."  Could  any- 
tthing  he  simpler  than  that  ? 

Mr.  BAETLEY  :  May  I  suggest  "  Bad 
dor  babies  "  t 

Mr.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE:  All  that 
"we  want  is  a  statement  that  the  milk  is 
iuot  fit  for  the  food  of  infant  children. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  North): 
"Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  accept  the 
^vord  "  Infanticide  "  ?  That  would  con- 
sort with  brevity,  which  wo  are  told 
always  commends  itself  to  this  House. 
-Poor  people  who  buy  this  milk  do  not 
-understand  what  is  meant  by  "  separated 
.milk." 

Mr.  LOUGH :  I  want  to  say  a  word 
in  assistance  of  the  Government.  I  really 
think  that  having  got  an  assurance  from 


the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
he  would  consider  this  matter ;  we  are 
wasting  our  time  in  trying  to  devise 
the  exact  form  of  a  label.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  the  hon.  Gentleman  should 
withdraw  this  particular  Amendment 

Mr.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE :  After  the 
assurance  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, I  ask  the  leave  of  the  House  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Other  Amendments  made. 


Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.)  :  I  have  some 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
accept  my  Amendment.  I  think  I  am 
right  in  saying  that  he  undertook  when 
the  Bill  w^  upstairs  to  consider  whether 
some  modification  of  the  extreme  penalty 
enacted  in  Sub-sectton  2  should  not  be 
considered  between  that  period  and  the 
Report  stage  of  the  Bill.  I  contend  that 
this  8ul>-section  imposes  a  punishment 
which  is  an  outrage  upon  the  most 
elementary  ideas  of  justice.  The  clause 
says  : 

"  Where,  under  any  provision  of  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  DrugH  Act,  1875,  a  person  gnilty  of 
an  ofTence  is  liable  to  a  tine  which  may  ext«nd 
to  £2U,  he  shall  be  liable  for  a  second  utfence 
under  the  same  provi:iionA  to  &  fine  not  exceed- 
ing £60,  aud  for  any  subsequent  offence  to  a 
line  not  exceeding  £100.'' 

Now  a  fine  of  £100  is  surely  a  most 
deterrent  punishment  in  itself,  but  we 
have  to  consider  also  the  disgrace  of  a 
conviction  in  open  court  along  with  the 
infliction  of  this  fine.  Then  there  is  the 
injury  done  to  the  business  and  credit  of 
the  offender  in  being  condemned  before 
the  public  and  before  bis  own  customers, 
and  surely  these  are  matters  that  ou^ht  to 
be  considered  when  we  are  contemplating 
punishment  under  this  clause.  This  con- 
sequential penalty  is  not  considered  in  the 
clause  at  all,  but  it  must  enter  into  the 
element  of  justice  in  our  consideration  of 
the  clause  and  its  effect.  For  a  third 
offence  a  person  may  be  sent  to  prison  for 
negligence  for  a  period  of  three  months. 
I  maintain  that  that  is  a  very  outrageous 
punishment.  Surely  it  is  as  unreasonable 
as  it  is  unjust  to  send  a  man  to  iindei^ 
the  terrible  disgrace  of  imprisonment  for 
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an  act  of  nedigence.  I  contend  that  no 
person  is  made  honest  by  being  sent  to 
prison ;  on  the  contrary,  it  very  often 
happens  that  the  opposite  result  is  the 
effect,  and  I  feel  so  strongly  on  this  point 
that  I  shall  divide  the  House  upon  it 
unless  I  receive  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  an  assurance  that  he  will 
accept  my  Amendment. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  Id  page  6,  line  36,  to  leave  out  snb-aecticni 
2  of  Clause  l%."—{Mr.  Davitt.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  ' 
proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
'  negligence,'  in  line  39,  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 


i  lR  R.  B.  FINLAY :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  be  aware  that  this  clause  was 
not  in  the  Bill  as  it  originally  stood,  but 
was  introduced  in  Committee  in  con- 
sequence of  the  strong  feeling  that  was 
evinced  that  in  the  case  of  a  third  o£fence, 
due  to  the_per8onal  act,  default,  or  negli- 
gence of  the  person  charged,  there  should 
be  some  power  given  to  the  court  beyond 
that  of  inflicting  a  fine.  The  House  will 
observe  that  the  sub-section  is  carefully 
guarded.  Not  only  is  it  subject  to  the 
limitation  I  have  pointed  out,  but  the 
punishment  of  imprisonment  does  not 
necessarily  follow.  AH  that  is  given  is 
power  to  inflict  imprisonment  if  the 
court  is  of  opinion  that  a  fine  will  not 
meet  the  casa 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  find  myself 
bound  to  support  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  South  Mayo  in  proposing 
the  omission  of  this  subjection.  I  have 
two  reasons  for  doing  so.  In  the 
first  place,  I  do  not  think  the  Solicitor- 
General  has  attached  sufficient  im- 
portance to  the  main  point  of  my  hon. 
friend — namely,  that  in  addition  to  the 
fine  which  is  imposed  upon  a  firm  for 
a  breach  oi  the  proviraons  of  this  Act 
there  is  added  the  enormotis  additional 
sentence  of  public  disrate.  If  you 
were  to  go  to  one  of  these  large  firms  and 
ask  them  to  choose  between  a  fine  of 
jEI.OOO  and  exposure  in  all  the  papers  of 
the  country  for  an  offence  under  this  Act, 
it  would  be  found  that  there  is  not  one 
large  firm  which  would  not  willingly 


prefer  to  pay  £2,000,  or  even  £3,000- 
That  is  my  first  reason  for  supporting  the 
Amendment.  I  now  come  to  my  second, 
reason.  These  large  firms  have  a  very 
large  number  of  employees  under  their- 
control,  and  a  very  large  number  of 

E laces  of  business.  Take  a  firm  like- 
ipton's,  for  instance.  This  is  a  firm,  I 
suppose,  which  can  count  its  shops  by  the 
hundred,  and  its  employees  by  the- 
thousand.  We  know  that  in  a  largo 
business  like  this  there  are  men  of  ail! 
kinds  of  character.  I  am  glad  to  think 
that  the  majority  of  them  are  men  of 
good  character,  desirous  of  doing  their 
duty  by  their  employersj  but  in  a  large 
body  like  this  there  must  necessarily  be 
men  who  are  not  honest,  who  are  ex- 
tremely malignant,  and  who,  for  good 
reasons  or  bad,  bear  a  great  deal  of 
animosity  against  their  employers, 
animosity  which  only  wants  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  brought  out.  We  know 
that  in  the  great  firm  of  Whiteley  there 
was  a  certain  amount  of  dissatisfaction 
amongst  some  section  of  the  employees, 
with  the  result  that  several  times  m  quick 
succession  a  portion  of  the  premises  was 
burnt  down,  and  I  believe  I  am  correct 
in  saying  that  no  insurance  office  in  the 
country  could  be  persuaded  to  insure  the 
premises  of  this  firm,  because  it  had  heen 
discovered  that  there  was  so  much  ill- 
feeling  against  the  firm  that  the  premises 
were  edways  liable  to  incendiarism  on  th© 
partofsomeoftheemployees.  Anybody  who 
has  been  in  the  position  of  having  a  large 
nimiber  of  servants  in  his  employ  must 
know  that  he  is  constantly  made  responsible 
for  acts  for  which  he  has  no  responsibility 
except  of  a  purely  technical  character. 
I  have  frequently  had  to  pay  mAny 
hundreds  and  sometimes  many  thousands 
of  pounds  in  consequence  of  the  publica- 
tion in  newspapers  with  which  I  was 
associated  of  paragraphs  or  articles  of 
which  I  not  only  did  not  approve  but 
most  strongly  disapproved,  but  which 
were  inserted  in  my  absence.  After  all, 
however,  the  nimiber  of  persons  employed 
in  newspaper  offices  is  small  compared 
with  the  number  of  persons  employed  in 
large  businesses  all  over  the  country.  I 
am  quite  sure  that,  with  all  the  safeguards 
in  the  sub-section,  it  would  open  the  way 
to  maligmuit  vindictiveness  on  the  part  of 
some  sections  of  employees  towaras  the 
large  firms  of  which  I  have  spoken.  I 
think  the  imposition  of  these  cumulative- 
penalties,  with  the  far  greater  and  more= 
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'damaging  penalty  of  exposure  in  the 
newspapers,  is  quite  sufficiently  vindictive 
without  adding  imprisonment  to  the  sen- 
tence. 


Sir  GUABLES  CAMEBON  :  I  rise  to 
:-8Upport  the  Amendment,  and  I  do  so  not 
merely  for  the  reasons  mentioned  by  pre- 
vious speakers,  but  because  the  sub-section 
would  put  to  prison  one  man  for  the 
■oflfence  of  another.  The  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  said  that  the  offence  is  for  the  per- 
sonal act,  default,  or  negligence  of  the 
individual  charged.  WeD,  it  is  rather  a 
large  order  to  give  a  man  three  months' 
imprisonment  for  personal  negligence  mi- 
less  it  is  culpable  negligence.  Adultera- 
-tion  injurious  to  health  is  already  punish- 
able by  imprisonment  under  the 
Adulteration  Act  of  1875,  and  I  submit 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  any  new 
penalties  for  that  offence.  Where  a  man 
is  not  personally  responsible  he  should 
not  be  made  crimimdly  liable  for  the  acts 
of  others. 


Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam) :  I .  must  express  nty  astonish- 
.ment  at  the  hopelessly  undemocratic 
nature  of  the  sentiments  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Mayo,  who,  in  moving 
his  Amendmfflit,  showed  such  a  great 
desire  to  protect  the  great  distributors. 
There  can  be  no  question  of  negligence 
whereby  the  conditions  suppose  that  a 
man  for  the  third  time  commits  the  same 
offence.  Everybody  who  has  had  experi- 
ence of  the  administration  of  the  law 
knows  th&t  in  a  great  number  of  cases 
thereis  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  the 
court  to  impose  a  maximum  fine.  There 
is  only  one  way  of  dealing  with  a  case 
such  as  this,  uid  that  is  to  place  on  the 
Statute  Book  some  clear  indication  that 
there  are  cases  in  which  the  court  of  sum- 
mary jurisdiction  can  do  something 
beyond  imposing  a  fine,  and  deal  with 
the  rich  tradesman  who  would  rather  pay 
£1,000  than  go  to  prison. 


Mh,  lough  thought  the  House  ought 
nottogotothe  extreme  length  suggested  in 
Section  2.  Too  severe  penalties  defeated 
their  own  object.  Some  of  the  crimes, 
moreover,  were  very  slight.  For  instance, 
they  actually  proposed  to  moke  it  possible 
to  commit  a  man  to  prison  for  improving 
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the  quality  of  food.  To  leave  it  to  the 
discretion  of  a  judge  or  magistrate  to  put 
people  into  prison  for  the  offences  speci- 
fied in  the  Act  was,  he  thought,  a  veiy 
strong  order  indeed,  and  one  which  they 
should  hesitate  b^ore  adopting.  It  was 
all  very  well  to  say  that  mesa  "crimes" 
could  not  be  committed  without  personal 
knowledge,  but  a  dozen  could  be  com- 
mitted without  the  person  directly 
responsible  knowing  anything  about  it 
He  therefore  hoped  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  opposite  side  would  try  to  induce  the 
Government  to  reconsider  this  matter. 


General  GOLDSWORTHY  (Hammer- 
smith) supported  the  sub-section,  as  he 
was  very  uixious  that  the  public  should 
be  protected.  The  clause  already  pro- 
tected the  honest  trader  as  much  as  any 
clause  possibly  could.  The  magistrate 
ought  to  ask  himself :  *'  What  is  the  use 
of  inflicting  a  fine  t  The  defendant 
simply  Effiaps  his  fingers  at  it." 

Mr.  ROBSON  (South  Shields^ :  This 
Amendment  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
important  proposals  laid  before  the  House 
in  connection  with  this  Bill.  There  is  a 
well-defined  principle  in  criminal  juris- 
prudence which  relates  all  questions  of 
negli^nce  to  the  civil  courts  and  sll 
questions  of  criminal  intent  to  the 
criminal  coiuts.  This  clause  proposes  to 
o')8cure  that  distinction  and  to  make  ques- 
tions of  negligence  strictly  and  entirely 
criminal  offences.  I  know  it  is  said 
"  But  it  is  not  for  the  first  offence  that 
the  negligent  person  is  to  be  made  liable 
for  imprisonment ;  three  acts  of  negfi- 
genoe  must  be  recorded  against  mm 
before  he  is  made  liable  for  hard 
labour."  Three  acts  of  negligence 
in  a  husinefis  in  which  there  may 
be  hundreds  of  transactionB  a  day  or 
hour!  There  are  very  few  traders  indeed 
who  are  not  in  some  measure  careless. 

An  HON.  Member  :  Oh ! 

Mr.  ROBSON  :  An  hon.  Member  says 
"  Oh."  .4.11 1  can  say  is,  that  anyone  who 
is  saprised  at  the  carelessness  of  the 
trader  knows  but  little  of  trading.  There 
is  nothing  more  simple  and  easy  dian 
carelessness  both  in  manufocturing  and 
trading  (^rations.   Increase  the  amount 
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-of  the  fine  if  you  like,  and  make  the 
penalty  large  enough  to  absorb  the  whole 
•of  the  profit  which  the  adulterating  trader 
is  said  to  make,  but  do  not  make  careless- 
ness criminal.  To  make  criminal  the 
•carelessness  of  the  trader  is,  I  venture  to 
say,  an  outrageous  proposal  I  have 
been  accustomed  to  many  constitutional 
innovations  in  the  sphere  of  criminal  juris- 
jHTudence,  but  none  more  startling  than 
this.  The  probability  is,  however,  that 
the  clause  will  defeat  its  own  purpose. 
You  will  not  get  magistrates,  when  a 
fellow-creature  is  threatened  with  loss  of 
•character  and  life-long  disgrace,  to  inflict 
this  extreme  and  altogether  inappro- 
priate penalty.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  put 
such  a  clause  upon  the  Statute  Book.  It 
is  not  usual,  either  in  this  country  or 
Any  other,  to  make  negligence  a  crime. 
I  should  like  to  know  from  what  law  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  borrows  the 
proposition  that  three  acts  of  negl^zence 
should  be  equal  to  one  crime,  what  a 
remarkable  legal  equation  this  is !  I  fail 
to  see  that  any  number  of  acts  of  negli- 
gence, however  great,  however  serious, 
and  however  properly  punished  by  ex- 
treme penalties,  can  be  made  equal  to  the 
smallest  crime.  I  might  reasonably  have 
expected  to  see  tbe  Solicitor-General 
defending  criminal  jurisprudence  instead 
of  becoming  a  party  with  the  Minister 
for  Agriculture  to  such  a  remarkable 
<^8Curation  of  the  law.  It  is  not,  more- 
over, easy  to  see  on  the  face  of  the  clause 
what  are  the  precise  offences  to  be 
punished.  I  have  looked  into  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  of  1875.  That  Act 
makes  punishable  certain  offences  with 
fines,  and  provides  that  the  offenders 
shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment,  but 
it  makes  one  very  important  exception 
which  is  lacking  in  this  Act.  By  Section  6 
•of  the  Act  of  1876  it  is  provided  that  the 
penal  section — i.e.,  the  section  inflicting 
criminal  punishment — shall  not  apply  if 
it  be  shown  that  there  is  an  absence  of 
knowledge  6n  the  part  of  the  person 
accused.  In  that  Act  yon  have  the  very 
safeguard  for  which  we  are  contending  in 
i;his  Act.  It  would  have  been  much 
simpler  if  in  looking  to  the  Act 
•of  1875  in  order  to  strengthen 
the  existing  penalties  the  draughtsman 
had  picked  out  from  that  Act  the 
precise  offences  to  which  this  new 
penalty  is  intended  to  apply.  That, 
however,  is  a  matter  of  detail.  I  have 
risen  more  especially  to  draw  the  atten- 


tion of  the  House  to  Sub-section  2  of 
Clause  16,  which  is  far  more  important 
than  the  questions  of  margarine  and  con- 
densed milk,  and  I  hope  the  Conservative 
instinct  of  hon.  Members  on  the  opposite 
side  will  be  aroused  agaunst  the  alteration 
of  the  law  as  proposed  in  this  sub-section. 

Mr.  GRANT  LAWSON  (Yorks,  N.R., 
Thirsk) :  I  think  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  who  has  just  sat  down  cannot 
practise  very  much  in  the  criminal  courts, 
otherwise  he  would  have  known  that 
negligence  is  already  a  crime.  Let  a 
father  or  mother  neglect  their  child,  and 
see  whether  they  do  not  fall  under  the 
Acts  for  the  Protection  of  Children.  I 
think  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  has  not 
read  the  sub-section  with  great  care.  He 
said  that  a  man  might  be  sent  to  prison 
if  on  three  occasions  he  allowed  one  of  his 
employees  to  be  guilty  of  negligence. 
That  penalty,  however,  is  only  to  be 
imposed  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  a 
fine  does  not  meet  the  necessities  of  the 
case.  I  have  great  confidence  in  the  wa^ 
in  which  the  law  is  administered  in  this 
country,  and  I  do  not  think  that  a  man 
would  be  sent  to  prison  for  some  trifling 
neglect  on  the  part  of  his  employee.  In 
some  cases  men  make  such  profits  by  the 
sale  of  margarine  and  butter  that  they  do 
not  care  for  fines. 


Mb.  PICKERSGILL  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Hallinn 

Division  of  Sheffield  attributed  to  ray 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Mayo  a  desire  to  shield  the  great  dis- 
tributors. For  my  part  I  have  no  desire, 
in  supporting  the  Amendment,  to  protect 
the  great  distributors.  The  great  dis- 
tributors are  very  well  able  to  take  care 
of  themselves.  They  always  have  the  ' 
best  legal  advice,  and  it  is  not  with  any 
draire  to  stand  between  them  and  the  law 
that  I  un  supporting  this  Amendment.  I 
am  looking  at  the  matter  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  small  trader,  in  comparison 
with  whom  the  large  distributor  will  be 
in  a  position  of  great  advantage.  In  the 
first  place,  may  I  point  out  that  it  will 
always  be  possiblofor  the  great  distributor, 
the  man  who  has  an  abundance  of  funds 
at  his  back,  to  appeal  from  the  convic- 
tion of  the  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdic- 
tion to  Quarter  Sessions,  whereas  a  poor 
man,  although  technically  having  the  same 
right,  will  practically  be  excluded  from 
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taking  full  advantage  of  the  law  1  It  is 
difficult  to  ascertain,  upon  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  what  will  be  the  precise  eflFect  of 
this  very  drastic  provision,  but  I  believe 
that  an^  man  who  sold  for  the  third  time 
marganne  containing  more  than  10  per 
cent,  of  butter  would  be  liable  to  imprison- 
ment for  tlu*ee  months.  It  is  said,  of 
course,  on  t^e  other  side,  that  we  muat 
rely  upon  the  discretion  of  the  court. 
We  have  been  told  that  the  section  is 
carefully  guarded,  and  it  is  perfectly  true 
that  the  section  says  that  imprisonment 
must  only  be  awarded  if  the  court  is  of 
opinion  that  a  fine  will  not  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  preceded  me  said 
that  we  have  confidence  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  Admitting,  and  admit- 
ting as  I  do  most  cordially,  that  the 
pumic  have  confidence,  as  a  rule,  in  the 
way  in  which  justice  is  administered  in 
this  country,  can  we  feel  confidence  in 
this  particular  case  t  I  hope  I  am  not 
saying  anything  which  may  give  reason- 
able offence  to  the  House,  but  a  great 
deal  of  very  strong  feeling  has  oeen 
exhibited  in  relation  to  the  offences  with 
which  this  Bill  will  deal,  and  the  justices 
who,  in  their  discretion,  will  have  to 
award  imprisonment  are  drawn  precisely 
from  that  class  of  society  from  which 
gentlemen  are  drawn  who  sit  on  that  side 
of  the  House.  Admitting,  therefore,  in 
geoeral  that  we  may  fairly  rely  on  the 
just  administration  of  the  lav,  I  must 
say  there  is  some  reason  to  fear  that 
prejudice  may  enter  into  the  administra- 
tion of  this  Act.  I  should  like  to  ask  a 
question  which  might  change  my  attitude 
towards  this  portion  of  the  Bill.  Would 
the  Government  be  willing  to  accept  the 
Amendment,  which  stands  later  on  the 
Paper,  giving  to  the  offender  who,  if 
convicted,  would  be  liable  to  imprison- 
ment, the  rig^t  to  demand  trial  by  jury  f 
If  that  concession  were  made  by  the 
Government  it  would  certainly  alter  my 
attitude  towards  this  clause,  and  I  think 
before  we  vote  upon  it  we  have  a  right  to 
know  at  what  decision  the  Government 
have  arrived  in  regard  to  it. 


*Me,  long  :  The  Government  cannot 
accept  the  Amendment  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers,  because  it  would  alter 
the  general  law.  It  is  not  the  case  tiiat 
these  proposals  represent  a  new  departure 
in  l^islation.   lliere  is  more  than  one 
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precedent  for  it.  Even  the  ingenuity  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  could  not 
draw  a  distinction  between  the  section  of 
an  Act  whicli  gives  the  court  the  ri^ht  to 
impose  six  months'  imprisonment  without 
the  option  of  a  fine,  where  the  offence  ia 
one  for  enmsing  and  offering  for  sale 
articles  unfit  for  food,  or  fruit  unfit  for 
consumption.  It  not  only  gives  the 
court  power,  without  the  option  of  a. 
fine,  to  impose  imprisonment  for  six 
months  for  the  sale  of  unsound  meat  or 
unsound  fruit,  but  the  London  Public 
Health  Act  of  1891  says  that  punish- 
ment may  be  inflicted  for  the  first  offence. 


Mr.  ROBSON  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  suggest  that  there  is  no  dis- 
tinction between  the  case  at  exposing 
meat  unfit  for  human  consumption  where 
the  person  charged  knows  it  is  to  be  such^ 
and  the  ofiences  under  this  Bill  ? 


*Me.  long  :  I  am  astonished  at  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member's  question. 
Even  in  the  course  of  the  past  week  there 
has  been  a  notorious  case  mentioned  in 
the  newspapers,  in  which  a  defendant  waa 
charged  with  this  offence,  and  in  which  he 
pleaded  that  he  was  not  only  not  a  partj 
to  the  transaction,  but  that  one  of  his  own 
servants  brought  the  matter  under  the 
notice  of  the  officer  of  health.  In  the 
phraseology  of  the  clause  there  is  eveiy 
protection  for  the  honest  trader  or  for 
the  unfortunate  man  charged  without 
being  personally  negligent  or  guilty.  The 
clause  was  inserted  in  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee in  consequence  of  the  almost 
unanimous  opnion  expressed  during  the 
debate  on  the  Second  Beading. 

Mr.  SEELY  (Lincok):  I  think  the 
question  of  sending  a  man  to  prison  ia 
much  too  serious  a  question  to  be 
cussed  with  any  feeling  on  either  side  of 
the  House.  I  should  be  glad  if  Her 
Majesty's  Government  could  see  their 
way  to  take  out  this  clause,  which  they 
did  not  themselves  think  wise  to  insert^ 
but  which  was  inserted  by  the  Grand 
Committee,  a  body  which  I  cannot 
acknowledge  thoroughly  represented  the 
views  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I  have 
no  wish  to  defend  in  any  way  the  Ing  trader,, 
who  has  600  or  600  shops — he  u  a  man 
who  is  periectly  aUe  to   take  caro> 
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of  himself — but  I  think  we  ought 
to  consider  the  question  of  the 
small  trader,  who  onen  cannot  obtain 
^ood  l^al  advice,  and  is  a  somewhat 
Ignorant  person.  He  is,  however,  very 
valuable  in  the  (Ktuntry.  He  does  a  great 
part  of  our  local  work,  and  we  oufht  to  pro- 
tect him  fnnn  any  injustice.  I  consider 
we  are  running  the  nsk  of  inflicting  upon 
this  class  of  the  community,  against  whom 
there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  vague 
prejudice,  which,  I  am  certain,  is  far  from 
being  justified,  a  very  serious  and  grave 
injury.  I  would,  therefore,  ask  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  consider  care- 
fully whether  they  cannot  strike  out  of 
the  Act  the  words  which  they  tiiemselves 
did  not  wish  to  see  inserted. 


Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberland, 
Tyneside) :  It  seems  to  me  that  Her 
Majesty's  Grovemment  have  made  out  no 
case  for  the  insertion  of  this  provision. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  stated  that 
they  had  abundant  evidence  upstairs  to 
justify  the  course  which  they  are  now 
pursuing.  I  have  listened  carefully  to  this 
Debate,  and  I  have  heard  no  evidence 
whatever  to  justify  such  a  clause  as  is 
now  pn^posed  being  carried  into  law.  I 
have  had  some  little  experience  in  ad- 
ministering the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for 
the  last  eleven  years,  having  served  upon 
a  committee  in  one  of  the  most  populous 
counties  of  the  country,  and  I  do  not  call 
to  mind  a  single  case  where  any  in- 
dividual has  over  been  found  guilty  of  an 
oflTence  on  two  or  three  occasions.  There 
are,  however,  occasionally  cases  where  a 
repeated  offence  occurs  of  a  publican 
watering  spirits.  But  to  send  a  man  to 
gaol  for  tlu«e  months,  as  is  proposed  in 
this  sub-section,  is  a  penalty  altogether 
inappropriate  to  the  offence.  If  a  case 
dia  occur  in  which  an  individual  adul- 
terated an  article  on  three  different 
occasions,  I  feel  quite  sure  that  public 
opinion  would  resent  such  adulteration, 
and  that  the  offender  would  suffer  in 
addition  to  the  fine  which  might  be  im- 
posed upon  him.  On  these  grounds  I 
propose  to  vote  against  the  clause. 


«Ma  MADDISON :  As  I  intend  to  vote 
for  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Mayo,  I  feel  it  is  necessary  for  me 
to  explain  my  position,  especially  after 
the  remark  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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who  represents  another  division  of 
SheflSeld,  He  twitted  my  hon.  friend 
with  being  tmdemocratic.  Well,  I  hardly 
think  that  charge  will  have  much 
weight  in  this  House,  for  he  does 
not  often  err  in  that  direction. 
But  if  my  right  hon.  fiiend  has  suddwly 
turned  Democrat^  I  want  to  know 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  extend  this 
sort  oi  legislation  to  the  railway  director, 
who,  year  after  year,  in  spite  of  reports 
of  Board  of  Trade  inspectors,  keeps  the 
shunting-yard  dark  and  kills  men  yearly. 
Is  he  prepared  to  commit  to  prison  the 
slum  landlord,  who,  generation  after  gene- 
ration, has  slowly  but  surely  murdered 
people,  and  made  a  fortune  m  doing  it  T 
I  approach  an  Amendment  of  this  sort 
with  all  my  natural  prejudices  in  favour 
of  the  Bill.  I  have  been  engaged  for 
some  portion  of  my  life  in  opposing — and, 
as  I  think,  rightly — the  unjust  exaoticms 
of  employers  largely  brought  under  this 
sub-section.  But  it  is  not  a  question  of 
democracy  at  all ;  it  is  a  question  of 
justice.  I  agree  with  my  hon.  friend  that 
this  is  a  vindictive  proposal,  and  I  will 
oppose  vindictive  legislation  whether  it  is 
directed  against  men  struggling  to  be  free 
in  Ireland,  or  strikers,  or  any  other  class 
of  the  community.  I  certainly  did  think 
that  there  was  a  difference  between  the 
case  quoted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  many  of  the  offences  which  will  be 
brought  under  this  Bill.  To  expose  meet, 
obviously  bad,  or  fruit,  is  a  very  different 
thing  from  some  oi  the  offences  specified 
in  this  BilL  I  agree  with  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Bethnal  Green  that  this 
is  not  a  question  of  the  big  trader  at 
all.  Does  any  hon.  Member  think  that 
if  a  firm  of  reputation  happened 
to  be  implicated  in  some  offence 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
that  Sir  Thomas  Lipton,  for  instance, 
for  the  third  offence  would  be  ^ven 
three  months'  "hard"?  There  is  a 
pretence  of  democracy  in  this  Bill 
which  is  ft  sham  from  banning  to 
end.  If  it  confined  itself  to  such  atro- 
cious offences  as  that  of  killing  innocent 
babies  with  skimmed  milk  I  would  support 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  proposal  for 
in:q>risonment  if  it  were  three  years  instead 
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of  three  months.  But  the  oflFenoes  under 
this  Bill  u:e  of  a  technical  kind.  I  hope 
people  vill  break  the  law.  I  hope,  for  in- 
stance, they  will  not  confine  their  margarine 
to  10  per  cent,  of  butter  fat;  I  want  the 
poor  of  this  country  to  hare  the  very  best 
bargains.  I  think  that  a  sub-section  like 
this  ought  not  to  be  passed,  because  the 
is  not  a  measure  containing  grave 
offences  only,  but  offences  which  are 
purely  teehnical  offences,  and  which  I  do 
not  regard,  and  a  great  many  other  Mem- 
bers do  not  regard,  as  offences  at  all, 
unless  it  has  become  an  offence  under  a 
Conservative  Government  to  make  an 
article  better.  I  shall  vote  for  my  hon. 
fnend's  Amendment  because  the  Bill  as  it 
stands  brings  within  the  meshes  of  the 
law  people  who,  in  the  ordinary  accepta- 
tion of  the  term,  are  not  criminals  at  all. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  (Walsall) :  I 
hope  the  Government  will  stand  by  the 
clause^  because  I  wish  to  see  the  same 
law  for  the  rich  as  for  the  poor.  If  a 
rich  man  is  fined  £50  he  can  pay  it,  and 
it  represents  no  punishment,  but  if  a 
poor  man  is  fined  Bs.  for  n^ecting  to 
send  his  child  to  school  he  very  frequmtly 
has  to  go  to  prison. 

•Mr.  DUCKWORTH  (Lancashire,  Mid- 
dleton) :  I  am  sorry  this  Debate  has 
gone  away  from  the  mun  purpose  of 
the  Bill.  This  is  not  a  party  measure  at 
all,  and  I  think  it  is  a  mistake  to  intro- 
duce into  it  party  motives  and  feelings. 
The  first  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  protect 
the  public  against  adulteration,  the 
second  is  not  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  legitimate  business,  and  the  third  is 
not  to  harass  or  annoy  the  honest  trader. 
I  have  no  party  feeling  in  this  matter, 
and  the  Votes  which  I  have  given  in 
Committee  were  not  given  for  party  mo- 
tives but  to  carry  out  what  I  conceived 
to  be  the  object  of  right  hon.  Gentlemen  in 
oharge  of  the  Bill,  which  was  if  not  en* 
tirely  to  do  away  with  adulteration  to 
make  it  next  to  impossible  in  the 
future    for    it    to    be  perpetra^ 


in  connection  with  margarine  or  butter. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  S<K)tland  Divi- 
sion of  Liverpool  brought  before  us  the 
wrong  that  would  be  done  to  a  person,  so 
far  as  his  character  is  concerned,  if  he 
were  brought  before  a  magistrate  and  sent 
to  prison.    But  what  about  the  man  who 
has  no  character  1    I  am  most  strongly 
convinced  that  if  you  do  not  retain  this 
clause  in  the  Bill   the  worst  possible 
criminals  will  escape,  because  fines  will 
have  no  effect  on  them  whatever,  and 
they  will  not  cease  to  carry  on  fraud. 
Let  me  give  a  case  which  is  very  well 
known  in  the  trade.    A  firm  has  been 
hunted  from  two  places  where  they  were 
fined  repeatedly.   They  remained  in  one 
locality  and  sold  margarine  for  butter  antil 
theplacegot  too  hot  for  them,  and  then  they 
moved  to  the  second  place  and  remained 
there  until  it  got  too  hot  also,  and  now 
they  are  in  the  third  place,  and  nnce 
this  Bill  went  into  Committee  they  have 
been  fined  again.    That  is  the  kind  of 
fraud  we  want  to  stop,  and  those  are  the 
kind  of  criminals  we  want  to  get  hold  of. 
What  is  the  use  of  discussing  this  Bill,  if 
you  allow  the  wor&t  criminals  to  escape  t 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  up  faia 
mind,  earnestly  and  sincerely,  that  he 
would  stop  this  fraud,  but  it  can  only  be 
done  in  this  way.    I  know  that  I  am 
going  against  some  of  my  friends  and 
against  some  associations  in  supporting 
the  clause,  and  I  am  told  if  this  Bill 
passed  I  might  be  brought  before  the 
magistrates  in  less  than  a  fortnight.  It 
would  be  cowardly  on  my  part  to  allow 
such  a  fraud  to  go  on  without  stating  ray 
view  upon  it,  and  speaking  in  defence  of 
the  Bill 


Mr.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Prest- 
wich) :  It  appears  to  me  that  the  penalty 
under  this  clause  will  only  be  inflicted  on 
the  small  shopkeeper.  I  think  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  bring  home  a  case 
of  adulteration  to  the  proprietor  of  a 
large  number  of  shops,  or  to  the  directors 
of  a  limited  liability  company.  Who  are 
you  going  to  im|ni80iy^hen^yo|i  summon 
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a  board  of  directors  t  Is  it  to  be  only  the 
chairman,  or  would  the  entire  board  be 
imprisoned  ?  This  clause  will  only  apply 
to  the  small  shopkeeper  who  conducts  his 
own  business  in  one  shop,  and  I  think  it 
is  extremely  hard  that  small  retailers 
should  be  subject  to  imprisonment  when 
their  competitors,  with  enormous  capital 
at  their  command,  cannot  possibly  be 


brought  imder  this  law.  I  t^nk  it  is 
not  fair  to  pass  a  measure  by  which  the 
small  shopkeeper  will  be  placed  in  a  worse 
position  than  his  wealthy  rival. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  188  j  Noei^ 
71.   (Division  List,  No.  287.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Arcbdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
ABher,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baeot,  Capt  JoHcelineFitsRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bairtf,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn.A.  J.(Manc'T) 
Balfour,  Rt.Hon.G.W.(LeedB) 
Bonbory,  Frederick  George 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathant,Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beacb,RtHn.SirM.H.(Bri8tol 
Beaamont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
BUt,  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boacawen,  Arthur  GriJfith- 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Bunifl.  John 
Batcher,  John  George 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendislj,  V.  C.  W.(Derby8h) 
(7ecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  l^t) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Cluituberlain,Rt.Hon.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Aust'n(  Worc'r 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Chaplin,  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Cbarrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hn.  Tbos.  H.  A.  E. 
CMbill,  Douglas  Harry 
Couings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  C.  E.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  F.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Comwallis,  Fiennes  S.  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Craabume,  Viscount 
Cro9f>,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cuhitb,  Hon.  Henry 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Digby,  John  K  D.  Wingfield- 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dni-kworth.  James 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Eversh^,  Sydney 
FeUowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 


AYES. 

Feivasson,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.(Mncr. 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald.SirRobratPenroAe- 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Garfit,  WUlUm 
Gedjgft,  Sydn^ 
(^ibfons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.(aofLond.) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
Goldswortby,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorat,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  RtHnGJ(St.Geoi^*s 
Goschen,  Geoige  J.  (Sussex) 
Greene,HenryD.  (Shrewsbnry) 
Gretton,  John 
Gall,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hanbnry,  Rt.Bn.RohertWm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Ldgh 
Henderson.  Alexander 
HUl,  Sir  Edw.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hobhonse,  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hn.  James  Hentr  Cecil 
Hnmphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hnlicninson,  Capt.G.W.Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederiok 
Johnston.  William  (Belfafit) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  W.  (Camarronshire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  WilUam 
Kilbride,  Denis 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowlea,  Lees 
Lambert,  Geoiye 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Heun'  Currie 
LockwoiKl,Lt.-CoI.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erakine 
Long,Col.CharleaW.  (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  H  n  Walter  ( Liverpool 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alf.-«d 
Maoaleese,  Daniel 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 


Mactver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclore,  Sir  Jolm  William 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm.  Ian 

MaDners,L(«dEdwardWm.J. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Melville,  Beresford  ValentiuQ 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  Qecwga 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
More,  Roht.Jasper(Shn)pflhire 
MorgaujHn.  F.  (Monmouthsh.) 
Morton,Arthur  H.  A(Deptford 
Murray,  Rt  Hn,  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,Col.Wyndham(Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicot,  Donald  Ninian 
Nortbcote,  Hon.SirH.Stafford 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Dcm^al) 
Parkea  Ebenezer 
Faulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington) 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Flatt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sur  FranciB  Sharp 
PrieBtlw,SirWOver«id(Edin. 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Matt  W. 
IUtobie,RtHB.Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Hermrt  Dudley) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehonae) 
Saesoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seton-Karr,  Heniy 
Shaw-StewartM.H.(  Renfrew) 
Sidebottoni,  William  (Derbys.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Banington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes) 
SUrling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strntt  Hon.  Chas.  Hedley 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.  G.(Oxrd  Urn. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Win.  E.  Murray 
Valeatia,  Viscount 
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Vincent,  CoL  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Watd,Hon.  BobertA.  (Crewe) 
Warde,  Lt-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,  Lieut  Col.  A;  C.  E. 
"Whiteley.H'C-Aflhton-onder-L. 
WilliADU,  Colonel  U.  (Donet) 
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Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Binu.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falldrk) 
Wilson,J.W.(Worce8ter8h.N.) 
WodehoaBe,Ilt.Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Worttey,  Rt.  Hn.  0.  a  Sfcoart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
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Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmadoke  D'Arcy 

Tkllers  for  the  Atbb- 
Sir  William  Walxood  and 
Mr.  Anstnitlier. 


Allison,  Bobert  Andrew 

Asqiiith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 

Atberley- Jones,  L. 

Balf  onr.Rt.  Hon.  J.  B.  ( Clac  km. 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbysbije) 

Billson,  Alfred 

Bond,  Edward 

Broadhnrst,  Henry 

Bnchanan,  Thomas  Bybom 

Bom,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,SirCharles(Glasgow) 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Colomb,  Sir  John  Charles  R. 

Colville,  John 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Crombie,  John  William 

Cnmm,  Thomas  B.  (Denial) 

Denny,  Colonel 

Dewar,  Arthur 

Dwtffkn,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  [Lanark) 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton) 
Farqoharson,  Dr.  Robert 


NOES. 

Fitzmaorice,  Lord  Edmond 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Harwood,  Geo^ 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Remphill,  Kt  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Holland,  Wm.  H.  (York.W.R. 
Homiman,  Frederiok  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jones,  DavidBrynmor(Swans.) 
Kay-Shattlewortb,RtHnSir  U 
Kinloch,SirJohnGeorgeSmyt^ 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (CnmVland 
Lease,  Sir  J.  F.  (Acerington) 
Lenty,  Thomas  Ridimond 
LoagD,  Thomas 
M* Arthur.  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Ewan,  WUliam 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Mendl,  Sigismiind  Ferdinand 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nossey,  Thomas  WUlans 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (lirerpool) 


Oldroyd,  Mark 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Piokersgill.  Edward  Hsie 
^ovand,  Andrew  Dijhnr^ 
Randell,  David 
Roberta,  John  Bryn  (Eifiw) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sinclair,  Capt  J.  (Forfarshiie) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Splcer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  3. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wbiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Wbittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wilson.  H.  J.  ( Yorks,  W.  B.) 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Davitt  and  Mr. 
MaddiBon.  * 


Sir  CHARLES 
Amendment  which 


CAMERON 


The 

now  move  is  pro- 
|K»ed  to  mitigate  somewhat  the  clause  by 
mserting  the  word  "  culpable "  before 

Amendment  proposed — 

"InClanie  10.  page  6,  line  30,  after  *or' to 
insert  *  enlpable.'  '*-~{Sir  Charles  Oanurm.) 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Mb.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE:  The  Amend- 
ment that  I  propose  is  that  where  a 
person  has  been  convicted  of  an  offence 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
within  twelve  months  of  a  previous  con- 
viction, the  Court  may  order  that  a  notice 
of  the  facts  be  affixed  to  the  premises  of 
the  occupier.  This  provision  is  taken 
Verbatim  from  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1887.  I  can  only  add  that  this  course 
has  been  recommended  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Adulteration  of  Food  and 
Drugs,  which  thought  that  the  efl'ect  of 
the  jMvposal  would  l>e  useful. 

Amendment  proposed  in  page  G,  line  42, 
after  the  word  "  months,"  to  insert  the 
words — 

"(3)  Where  a  person  convicted  of 
on  offence  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 


Dru^  Acts  has  been  within  twelve  montha 
previously  convicted  of  another  offence 
under  those  Acts  the  Court  may,  if  it 
thinks  fit  and  finds  that  he  knovdnj^y 
and  wilfully  committed  both  thoae 
offences,  order  that  a  notice  of  the  bets 
be  affixed  in  such  form  and  manner  and 
for  such  period,  not  exceeding  twenty-one 
days,  as  the  Court  may  order,  to  any 
premises  occupied  by  that  person,  and 
that  he  do  pay  the  costs  of  such  affixing ; 
and  if  any  person  obstructs  the  affixing  of 
any  such  notice  or  removes,  defaces,  or 
conceals  the  notice  while  affixed  during 
that  period,  he  shall  for  each  offence  be 
liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  £5.*' — (Mr.  Seytoood  John^&ne.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  wwds 
be  there  insertm." 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  hope  that  the 
House  will  come  to  the  conclusion  which 
has  already  been  arrived  at  by  the  Grand 
Committee,  that  it  is  not  desirable  that 
this  additional  penalty  steuld  be  imposed 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee recommended  that  it  would  T>c 
desirable  that  the  offender  should  be 
pilloried,  but  it  is  obvious  that  that  can- 
not be  done  without  special  power.  Our 
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courts  of  law,  however,  are  open,  and  any 
interesting  items  of  local  news  are  well 
known.  The  Press  advertise  the  fact  of  a 
conviction,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for 
entrusting  the  power  to  the  courts  to  affix 
a  notice  of  the  conviction  to  the  house  or 
shop  of  the  culprit — as,  according  to  the 
hon.  Member,  is  done  in  some  foreign 
countries. 

Mr.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE :  I  made  no 
reference  to  foreign  countries.  What  I 
said  was,  tiiat  a  similar  protection  already 
exists  on  our  own  Statute  Book. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  have  listened 
to  the  SoUcitor-Qeneral  with  the  greatest 
surprise,  seeing  that  that  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  only  two  minutes  ago  insisted 
that  an  offender  against  this  Act  should  be 
sent  to  prison.  He  says  that  it  would  be 
un-English  to  have  the  fact  of  a  conviction 
i^ainst  a  dealer  exhibited  in  his  shop, 
•iniis  law  has  been  in  force  for  forty  or 
fift^  years  in  France,  and  the  public  have 
a  nght  to  demand  that  they  should  be 
warned  by  a  notice  in  his  shop 
that  a  naudulent  dealer  has  been 
convicted  of  fraudulent  dealing.  The 
only  solid  argument  that  the  Soli- 
citor-General used  was  that  people 
have  the  opportxmity  of  reading  of  the  con- 
viction in  the  newspapers.  How  many 
people  read  the  newspapers  1  Not  as  many 
as  Twould  desire.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  people  who  read  the  newspapers  from 
day  to  day  are  in  a  very  small  minority 
of  the  population,  and  even  they  scarcely 
ever  read  the  convictionB  under  an  Act 
like  this.  But  the  Solicitor  -  General 
insists  that  a  poor  individual  who  rarely 
reads  a  newspaper  except  on  a  Sunday 
morning,  when  he  has  a  couple  of  hours' 
leisure,  is  supposed  to  trace  out  and  to 
know  all  the  convictions  under  this  Act. 
If  the  Amendment  is  accepted,  all  that  he 
has  got  to  do  is  to  go  to  the  shop  and 
look  at  the  window.  If  the  dealer  is  a 
fraudulent  dealer  his  customers  are 
entitled  to  know  that  he  is  a  fraudulent 
dealer,  and  he  ought  not  to  be  protected 
from  the  consequences  of  his  own  fraiuL 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Other  Amendments  made.  < 

*Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  said  he  had  been 
asked  by  the  County  Council  of  Durham 
to  move  the  Amendment  standing  in  his 


name.  The  object  was  two-fold  —  first, 
that  the  period  should  be  inserted  in  the 
Bill  within  which  the  prosecution  should 
take  place,  and  second,  that  proceedings 
should  date  from  the  date  when  the  pro- 
ceedings commenced  and  not  from  the 
date  of  the  warrant.  It  may  be  said  that 
there  should  on  the  one  hand  be  sufficient 
time  for  tests  to  be  made,  in  order  that 
the  prosecution  may  secure  evidence  for 
their  case  ;  but  if  on  the  other  hand  the 
period  is  too  long  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  secure  a  conviction.  Many  grocers, 
traders,  and  druggists  buy  articles  and 
keep  them  for  many  months  in  stock,  and 
it  is  important  that  the  proceedings  should 
date  from  the  time  of  the  warranty  and 
not  from  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  Uie 
articles  in  stock.    He  moved : 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  Tn  page  7,  tine  11,  after  the  words  laat  in- 
serted, to  insert  the  words  '  (2)  Any  pro»eca- 
tion  under  section  twenty-seven  of  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875,  may  be  iDstituted 
within  twelve  montra  from  the  time  when  the 
matter  of  such  proceedings  arose.*" — {Sfr. 
Joseph  A.  Ptase.] 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.** 

Sir  R.  .B.  FINLAY  hoped  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  press  his 
Amendment.  The  period  of  liniitation 
imder  the  present  law  was  six  months, 
and  he  could  not  see  any  sufficient  reason 
for  extending  the  period  to  twelve 
months. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE  moved  the 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name.  The 
words  which  he  proposed  to  omit  were 
inserted  in  Grand  Committee  in  the  teeth 
of  the  opposition  of  the  Government,  and 
were  carried  by  a  somewhat  narrow 
majority.  It  must  be  the  (pinion  of  all 
those  who  have  had  to  do  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Adulteration  Acts 
that  the  addition  of  these  words  would  be 
most  mischievous. 

Amendment  proposed  : 

"  In  paf;e  7,  lino  20,  to  leave  out  the  words 
from  the  Ite^inning  of  C'lnuiw  19,  tuthu  wonis 
'a  warranty,'  In  lino  23." — (i.r.  J.  H. 
Juhnatonc) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
^rc^>08cd  to  bo  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
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*Mr.  long  :  The  question  raised  by 
the  Amendment  of  my  non.  friend  is  one 
of  the  not  least  difficult  questions  dealt 

with  during  the  progress  of  this  measure. 
The  effect  of  my  hon.  friend's  proposal 
would  be  to  bring  back  the  Bill  to  the 
condition  in  which  it  was  when  it  passed 
the  Second  Keading  and  was  sent  up  to 
the  Grand  Committee.  The  suggestion 
is  that  an  invoice  should  be  put  in  the 
same  pc^tion  as  a  warranty.  As  the 
House  knows,  the  retail  dealer  who  pro- 
duces a  Wfuranty  can  plead  the  warranty 
as  a  sufficient  answer  to  a  charge  of  adul- 
teration, and  he  is  entitled  to  an  acquittal. 
Under  the  Margarine  Act  an  invoice  is 
put  in  the  same  position  as  a  warranty. 
But  the  Margarine  Act  is  not  an  Adultera- 
tion Act  at  all.  But,  none  the  less,  it 
has  been  used  as  a  justification  of  this 
change.  When  we  introduced  the  Bill 
into  the  House  we  believed  that  we  were 
going  to  give  to  the  invoice  the  same 
advantages  as  that  of  the  warranty,  and 
that  that  would  be  a  warning  to  the  dis- 
tributors who  would  be  affected  under 
this  clause.  In  the  Committee  upstairs, 
however,  an  Amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Webster,  who  was  then  a  Member  of  the 
House,  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  four, 
and  that  altered  in  this  respect  the 
character  of  the  Bill.  During  the  course 
of  the  Debate  upstairs  I  said  I  would  not 
myself  take  action  to  alter  the  Bill  down 
her^  and  that  I  would  not  myself 
move  an  Amendment  but  should  leave 
it  to  the  House  of  Commons  to  decide 
whether  or  no  this  change  should  be 
made  in  the  BiU.  Since  that  date  I  have 
had,  of  course,  a  great  many  communica- 
tions from  various  people  on  this  subject. 
In  fact,  no  part  of  the  Bill  seems  to  have 
received  so  much  attention  from  the  out- 
side as  this  clause.  Certainly  all  the 
evidence  which  reaches  me  goes  to  show 
that  this  change  introduced  into  the  Bill 
in  Grand  Committee,  by  which  an  invoice 
is  given  the  legal  force  of  a  warranty, 
will  be  attended  with  very  gi-eat  danger 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  successful 
detection  and  prosecution  of  the  defendant. 
I  have  received  communications  from 
many  local  authorities,  who  all  allege 
that  the  efficiency  of  the  Act  would  be 
seriously  imperilled  in  this  respect. 
Therefore  the  demand  of  the  wholesale 
dealer  for  protertion  of  that  kind  seems 
to  nil'  to  i>o  f:iir.    We  have,  from  iade- 

E undent  authorities,  the  same  direction.  I 
ave  communicated  with  the  Home  Office 


on  the  subject,  and  the  Home  Office  state 
that  the  opinions  they  have  obtained 
show  that  the  result  of  retaining  these 

words  will  be  to  render  the  administra- 
tion of  the  existing  law  more  difficult. 
The  opinion  of  several  of  the  London 
magistrates  was  that  it  would  be  a  great 
misfortune  if  they  were  retained.  One  of 
the  strongest  expressions  of  opinion  comes 
from  the  Journal  of  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health,  which  states  that  it  hopes  that 
Clause  1 9  as  it  now  stands  will  be  eithor 
amended  or  struck  out.  There  is  a  very 
great  concensus  of  opinion  all  pointing  in 
one  direction.  These  invoices  are  issued, 
I  am  informed,  frequently  by  young  ap- 
prentices, but  if  the  clause  is  passed  as  it 
now  stands  that  work  will  have  to  be  per- 
formed in  a  very  different  way.  It  is 
asserted  on  beh^f  of  retailers  that  it  is 
difficult  and  almost  impossible  to  obtain  s 
warranty  at  present,  because  the  retail- 
ers are  under  certain  financial  obligations 
to  the  wholesale  houses.  We  all  wouM 
regret  to  add  any  additional  burden  to 
men  who  conduct  their  business  under  snch 
difficult  circumstances,  but  that  is  not  an 
argument  with  which  to  am>eal  to  the 
House  of  Commons.  Under  all  the 
circumstances  I  believe  the  Amendment 
of  my  hon.  friend  is  in  the  right  direction, 
and  that  it  will  be  wiser  and  safer  for  us 
to  return  to  the  position  in  which  the  Bill 
originally  stood,  rather  than  adopt  a 
provision  which,  however  it  be  amended, 
exposes  us  to  very  great  risk.  Under 
these  circumstances,  while  leaving  this 
matter  entirely  to  the  decision  of  the 
House,  I  shall  myself  without  doubt  or 
hesitation  support  my  hon.  friend'i 
Amendment. 


Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
District) :  I  would  not  have  taken  part  in 
this  Debate  at  this  hour  were  it  not  thai 
from  communications  which  I  ha^'e 
received  I  am  convinced  there  is  a  great 
body  of  opinion  in  favour  of  making  some 
kind  of  invoice,  if  not  every  invoice,  a 
warranty.  The  way  in  which  the  matter 
has  been  put  by  the  right  hon.  Grentleraan 
is,  I  admit,  extremely  plausible,  but  let  me 
put  the  contrary  arguments  used  in  the 
Grand  Committee.  Under  the  Act  of 
1875  it  was  thought  right  to  make  a  pro- 
vision to  deal  with  the  case  where  a  man 
liuiii'.-itly  lHni<,'Iit  ju  ticlc;*  of  fiMKi  or  (I nigs 
which  were  afterwards  found  to  tic  in- 
jurions,  and  with  which  he  obtained  an 
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express  warranty  from  the  seller.  I ' 
would  ask  the  Solicitor-General  how 
we  are  going  to  make  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  case  of  an  express 
warranty  and  the  case  of  an  invoice 
describing  the  goods.  By  the  Sale  of 
Goods  Act,  1893,  the  description  con- 
tained in  the  contract  of  sale  was  made 
for  all  purposes  equivalent  to  an  express 
warranty.  Let  me  take  a  concrete  case 
which  may  arise.  Supposing  I  buy  from 
a  wholesale  butter  merchant  one  cask 
of  best  Danish  butter ;  I  write  for 
the  goods ;  he  writes  back  stating  that  he 
has  consigned  to  me  one  cask  of  best 
Danish  butter,  and  he  encloses  the  invoice. 
The  invoice  is  a  document  which  contains 
the  words  "  one  cask  of  Danish  butter  at 
so^d-so,"  with  some  discount  allowance 
for  cash,  and  below  is  the  total  amount  I 
have  to  pay.  If,  when  I  receive  the  con- 
signment, the  butter  is  not  the  best 
Danish  butter,  or  if  it  be  not  butter  at  all, 
I  have,  under  the  Act  of  1893,  a  right  to 
reject  the  cask,  and  if  I  break  the  cask 
and  proceed  to  sell  its  contents,  and  if  an 
analyst  discovers  it  is  not  butter  at  all 
but  margarine  I  have  a  right  of  action 
gainst  the  person  who  consigned  it. 
There  is  no  suggestion  that  I  have  been 
negligent  in  entering  into  that  civil  con- 
tract. That  is  the  way  in  which  most  of 
our  contracts  are  made,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  in  business  the  general  con- 
clusion is  that  a  man  is  honest.  That  has 
been  the  great  principle  of  our  law.  If 
I  have  a  right  against  the  seller  of 
this  butter  under  that  Act,  why  should 
I  be  placed  in  a  worse  position 
now  ?  That  is  the  question  which  is 
exercising  the  minds  of  retail  dealers  in 
this  country.  From  communications  I 
hare  received  from  associations  of  traders 
in  GkunotgaJishire  and  Monmouthshire, 
this  matter  is  rightly  or  wrongly  regarded 
as  vital  to  their  business.  I  do  not  see 
anything  in  the  argument  against  a  proper 
invoice  being  recognised  as  an  express 
warranty.  Why  should  a  grocer  in  Swan- 
sea, dealing  for  years. with  a  particular 
firm,  be  put  to  the  trouble  of  writing  for 
an  express  warranty  t  The  firm  might 
say,  "We  give  you  very  good  terms,  but 
if  you  impertinently  ask  us  for  a  warranty, 
we  must  make  our  methods  of  business 
very  different."  These  are  new  offences, 
and  in  dealing  with  these  matters  we 
should  not  go  on  the  presumption  that 
men  are  dishonest,  but  go  on  the  time- 
honoured  pridcipte  of  business  that  men 


are  willing  to  speak  the  truth  and  to 
behave  honestly.  I  respectfully  protest 
against  the  action  of  the  Government  on 
this  occasion.  One  qualification  I  must, 
however,  make.  I  do  not  think  an  in- 
voice standing  alone  is  sufficient.  Even 
if  the  principle  were  granted,  the  wording 
of  the  invoice  would  not  be  sufHcient. 
With  that  qualification,  and  dealing  with 
the  matter  on  principle,  and  not  from  a 
party  point  of  view,  I  would  ask  the  House 
to  reject  the  Amendment. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  I  also 
urge  the  same  view  as  that  expressed 
by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend.  The 
principle  of  invoices  ia  not  confined  in  the 
Sale  of  Goods  Act  or  to  the  Mar^rine 
Act.  The  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 
Act  of  1893  constituted  an  invoice  a 
warranty,  because  that  was  the  only 
possible  way  to  prevent  the  adulteration 
of  feeding  stuiTs.  The  doctrine  of 
warranty  in  that  Act  is  so  far  extended 
that  even  any  circular  describing  goods 
is  held  to  have  the  efTect  of  a  warranty. 
That  is  the  way  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
protected  the  purity  of  feeding  stuffs  and 
fertilisers,  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
every  argument  whicn  led  to  the  adoption 
of  that  procedure  in  that  Act  applies  also 
to  the  present  Bill,  with  of  course  any 
needed  modifications.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  retailers  have  a  right 
to  ask  for  a  warranty,  but  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend  has  pointed  out  how  very 
injurious  and  inconvenient  that  would 
be  in  many  cases.  These  hucksters  buy 
in  very  small  quantities,  and  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  obtain  a  formal  written 
warranty  in  every  case.  They  should  be 
entitled  to  buy  with  an  implied  warranty, 
and  I  am  sure  the  provision  in  the  Feed- 
ing Stuffs  and  P'ertilisers  Act  would  work 
equally  well  in  this  Act. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  mainly  a  question  which  is  within 
the  knowledge  of  those  who  are  engaged 
in  trade  and  of  those  who  administer  the 
law  as  magistrates,  and  who  come  into 
contact  with  the  difficulties  which  arise. 
One  thing  is  quite  clear,  and  that  is  that 
the  clause  ought  not  to  stand  exactly  in  its 
present  form.  The  word  "  invoice  "  is  a 
very  vague  and  might  be  a  very  mislead- 
ing term.  The  question  might  also  arise 
as  to  whether  particular  documents  are  or 
are  not  invoices,  and  it  woidd  be  easy  to 
evade  the  matter  by  sending  a  statement 
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of  goods  in  some  other  form.  I  think  it 
would  be  inadvisable  to  let  the  substance 
of  the  matter  turn  on  the  word  "  invoice." 
We  should  have  some  words  conveying  a 
description  of  quality,  whether  in  the 
form  of  aa  invoice  or  in  some  other  form. 
In  that  respect  the  clause  clearly  requires 
amendment.  On  the  substance  cn  the 
point — namely,  whether  or  not  a  deacrip- 
tion  stating  the  quality  of  the  goods 
should  carry  an  implied  warranty  with  it 
we  are  abreast  of  an  extremely  difficult 
question.  One  would  like  to  know  what 
the  experience  of  the  working  of  the 
somewhat  similar  provision  in  the  Mar- 
garine Act  has  been,  and  whether  it 
facilitated  the  discovery  of  fraud.  We 
are  all  agreed  on  putting  down  fraud,  and 
the  question  is  to  disraver  it  whether  in 
the  retailer  or  the  wholesaler.  I  should 
have  thought  that  one  of  the  greatest 
difficulties  in  administering  these  Acts 
and  the  one  which  led  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  present  Bill  i^  the 
reluctance  of  local  authorities  to 
prosecute  and  magistrates  to  convict. 
That  largely  arises  from  the  fact  that 
thev  feel  that  the  retailer  is  not  really  the 
guilty  party,  and  that  he  must  take  what- 
ever goods  he  gets,  and  therefore  the  local 
authorities  and  the  magistrates  administer 
the  lav  less  vigilantly  and  stringently. 
The  question  is  whether  we  will  not  meet 
that  difficulty  if  we  get  to  the  fomitain- 
head  and  source  of  the  evil — the  whole- 
sale dealer.  I  should  have  thought  that, 
by  the  use  of  proper  words,  the  wholesale 
dealer  could  be  got  at,  and  when  once  he 
is  got  at  you  effect  more  than  by  striking 
at  a  thousand  retailers.  I  am  rather  in- 
clined to  think  we  had  better  leave  the 
BiU  as  it  stands. 

SirE.  K  FINLAY:  I  confess  I 
feel  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  force  in 
the  arguments  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  ;  but  since  the  matter 
was  before  the  Grand  Committee,  we  have 
had  a  great  deal  of  evidence  which  I  ad- 
mit has  produced  a  great  effect  on  my 
mind.  If  the  general  opinion  of  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  working  of  the 
Act,  that  its  adoption  would  strike  a 
very  serious  blow  at  the  efficiency  of  the 
Act  be  correct,  then  I  think  we  ought  to 
pause  before  we  make  ourselves  a  party 
to  uiy  siuh  enactaient. 

*Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  My  county  council 
have  gone  very  fully  into  this  matter,  and 


they  approve  of  the  Amendment.  They 
would  prefer  that  an  invoice  should  not 
be  regarded  as  a  warranty,  but  if  the  word 
'* invoice"  is  to  be  used  at  all  as  a 
warranty  it  ought  to  be  guarded,  and 
if  the  House  approves  of  the  suggestion, 
I  will  move  to  insert,  after  th^  word 
"invoice"  the  following  words,  taken 
from  the  Act  of  1875, "  stating  the  nature, 
substance,  and  quality." 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Hereford) : 
I  agree  with  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
opposite  that  it  would  be  very  difficult 
for  retailers  dealing  with  wholesale  bouses 
to  demand  an  express  warranty.  It  is 
extremely  probable  that  an  invoice  does 
not  amount  to  a  warranty,  but  there  ia 
sufficient  authority  to  demand  from  the 
wholesale  dealer  a  detailed  invoice  suffi- 
ciently descriptive  of  what  he  seUs.  To 
adopt  the  words  of  the  hon.  Member 
below  me  would  be  practically  to  exnnpt 
the  wholesale  dealer  from  the  conse- 
quences of  his  fraudulent  act. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea):  I 
hope  the  Gk)vemment  will  accept  the 
Amendment.  The  last  man  who  sold  an 
article  to  the  consumer  is  the  one  who 
ought  to  be  held  responsible,  and  under 
no  circumstances  should  that  responsi- 
bility be  held  to  be  evaded.  Hie  decision 
of  the  Committee  upstairs  was  more  or 
less  of  a  snatch  vote,  and  I  am  very  glad 
to  see  that  the  House  of  Commons  is  in  a 
mood  to  reverse  it. 

GENERAL  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  I  trust  the  Amendment 
will  be  carried.  Again  and  again  it  has 
been  said  that  the  local  authorities  will 
not  do  their  duty,  but  if  this  clause  is 
carried  as  it  stands  it  will  make  it  more 
difficult  for  them  to  do  their  duty.  What 
is  the  use  of  us  spending  our  time  in  try- 
ing to  make  this  Bill  workable  as  an  Act 
if  we  are  unable  to  enforce  it  % 

Mr.  a.  C.  HUMPHREYS -OWEN 
(Montgomery) :  If  I  am  not  very  much 
mistaken,  the  invoices  under  the  Feeding 
Stuffs  Act  are  no  protection  whatever, 
and  if  any  reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon 
an  invoice,  it  would  be  found  that  uiat 
reliance  is  entirely  misplaced. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
Camlachie) :  I  think  that  the  iniormation 
^ven  by  the  hon.  Member  who  ^ke  last 
18  scarcely  accurate.  I  must  say,  from 
my  experience,  the  Feeding  Stuffs  Act 
has  worked  extremely  weU.    What  the 
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Government  ought  to  do  is  to  follow  up 
the  giver  of  the  invoice,  and  pursue  to 
conviction  the  wholesale  dealer. 

*Mr.  SPICER  (Monmouth  Boroughs): 
I  have  no  connection  with  the  trade  in  food, 
but  I  do  hnow  something  of  the  wholesale 
trade,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Bill  as 
it  stands  now  is  in  favour  of  a  retailer, 
and  gives  him  proper  protection,  as  aeainst 
the  wholesale  dealer.  On  the  other  nand, 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sussex  seems  to  me  to  ti^e  away  the 


responsibility  from  the  wholesale  dealer, 
and  to  put  undue  responsibility  on  the 
retailer.  I  venture  to  say  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  if  the  wholesale  dealer  knows 
that  the  invoice  carries  a  warranty.  The 
wholesale  dealer  ought  to  bear  the  re- 
sponsibility, and  he  is  able  to  look  after 
himself.  Believing  that  the  Amendment 
!  would  be  unfair  to  the  retailer,  I  shall 
vote  against  it. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  42 ;  Noes, 
119.    (Division  List,  No.  288.) 


Afiker,  Alexander 

Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 

Balfour,  RtHn  J.  Blair(Clackni. 

Beach,Rt.Hii.SirM.H.(BrUtol) 

BiltsoD,  Alfred 

Bond,  Edwant 

Brj'ce,  Rt.  Hon.  Jame* 

Bnchanan,  Tiionias  Rybum 

Caldwell,  ilames 

Cameron,SirCliarles((  i  laago  w) 

Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.TBir. 

Colomb,  Sir  John  C.  Ready 

Colville,  John 

Cooke,  C.  W.  R  (Hereford) 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 


AVES. 

Davitt,  Michael 
Doughty,  (ieorge 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
FeivuS!«on,IUHnSirJ(Manck  r 
(jladstone,Rt.Hn.  Herbt.  John 
Hayne,  lit.  Hn.  Charlea  Seale- 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  Henry  Cecil 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Lawson.  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
M'Crae,  (ieorge 
Manners,  Lord  Edw.  Win.  J. 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 


Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Josejih  A.  (Northumb.) 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Provahd,  Andrew  Dryburgli 
Ritchie,  Ut.  Hn.  C.  Thompson 
Sinclair,  Caut.  John  (Forfari^h. 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stanley,  Edw.  J.  (Sonien*et) 
Strachey,  Edward 
Whiteley,  H.  (Anhton-und.-L.) 
Williams,  John  Can-ell  (Xottrt) 
Wilson,  H.J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Tkllers  for  the  Ayks— Mr. 

Brynmor  Jones  and  Mr. 

Spicer. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
An>-trurher,  H.  T. 
Arcliilale,  Eilward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balfour.Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barton.  Dunbar  Plunket 
Itathurst,  Hon  Allen  B. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bill,  Charles 
Blnndelt,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bra.'«8ey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hn.  St.  Jolm 
BrookSeld,  A.  Montagu 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbys.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Channing.  Francis  AUatoo 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane.  Hn.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Colltngn,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colaton,  C.  E.  H.  Athole 
Cotton- Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
(;ranbome.  Viscount 
Cabitt,  Hon.  Henrv 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalryniple,  Sir  Charle* 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
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Dillon,  John 
Doogaii,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
DucKworth,  James 
Duncomhe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Evei-flhed,  Sydnev 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wynEd  ward 
Finch,  George  H, 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Gartit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
(Jortchen,  K  t.  H  n.  G  J  ( StGeorge's 
(JoHchen,  George  J.  (Suswx) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hanbury.Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
HumpbrejB-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutcnin8on,Capt.G.W.  Grice- 
Jebb,  Richiud  Claveihouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfeat) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  WUIiam 
Keswick,  William 
Knowies,  Lees 
Lambert,  George 
Laurie,  Lieut-General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
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Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
LoQg,Rt.Hn.  Walter(Liverp'i) 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
Macartney,  W.  (I,  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cunmiing 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Killop,  .JameH 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Melville,  Beresford  \'. 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropeliire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndliam  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rent^ml,  James  Alexander 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molynenx 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herl>ert  Dudley 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Stnnd) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell.  Sir  JohnM. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Weatmeath) 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn^.G.(Oxf.  Univ. 
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Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tonilin8on,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viaconnt 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 


{COMMONS} 

Warde,Lient.  -Col.  C.E.  ( Kent) 
Williams,  Colonel  R  (Dorset) 
\Vodehou9e,Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wortley.Rt.  Hon.C.  B,Stuart- 
Wytie,  Alexander 


and  Drugg  BiH  1492 

Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.    Heywood  Johnstone 
and  Mr.  John  Bums. 


Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  appeal  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  let  us  go  home  now.  We  have 
made  very  considerable  progress  with  the 
discussion  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  expect  that  they  would  get 
the  Bill  through  to-night.  When  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House  got  the  additional  time,  he  implied 
that  he  would  not  ask  the  House  to  sit 
very  late. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  am  quite  aware  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  in  the  present  circum- 
stances long  resist  the  appeal  that  has 
just  been  made.  I,  however,  appeal  to 
hon.  Members  in  their  own  interests  to 
finish  the  Bill.  There  is  nothing  left  of 
it  of  any  importance  whatever,  and  it 
might  be  finished  in  a  short  time. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  :  I  have  an  Amend- 
ment which  is  of  considerable  importance, 
and  I  believe  the  Grovemment  are  pre- 
pared to  accept  it.    I  beg  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  7,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  person,' 
to  insert  the  wortls,  '  Where  the  defendant  in 
a  prosecution  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  has  been  discharged  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  25  of  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drags  Act.  lH7o,  or  of  Section  7  of  the 
Margarine  Act,  1887,  a-o  respectively  amended 
by  tliia  Act,  any  proceedings  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  for  giving  the  warranty 


or  invoice  relied  on  the  defendant  in  such 
prosecution  may  be  taken  as  well  before  s 
Court  having  jurisdiction  in  the  place  where 
the  article  or  food  or  drug  to  which  the  war- 
ranty or  invoice  relates  was  purchased  for 
analysis  as  before  a  Court  having  jurisdiction 
in  the  place  where  the  warranty  or  invoice 
was  given.'  "—{3fr.  joa^  A.  Feme.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  wonb 
be  there  inserted. " 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  This  is 
a  most  important  Amendment.  I  la^er 
think  I  sympathise  with  it,  but  it  is  not 
on  the  Paper. 

*Mr.  LONG:  The  hon.  Member  for 
Glasgow  is  technically  right  when  he 
says  this  Amendment  is  not  on  the  Paper. 
A  similar  Amendment  is,  however,  on  the 
Paper,  and  there  is  only  aa  alteration  in 
the  phraseology. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  The 
phraseology  is  everything.  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentlenuui  expect  us  to  discuss 
the  wisdom  of  the  phraseology  ?   That  is 

not  the  proper  way  to  conduct  business. 
I  move  that  the  Debate  be  now  ad- 
journed. 

ilotion  made  and  Question  put — "  That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,"  —  i>k 
Charles  Cameron. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayos,  28  ;  Noes, 
113.    (Dirision  List  No.  289.) 


A^her,  Alexander 

Bryce,  Rt,  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybnrn 
Channing,  Francis  AUnton 
Colville,  John 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Davitt,  Micliael 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Gladstone,Kt.  Hon.  H.  John 


AYES. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon. Charles  Scale- 
Hornimao,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jonea,DavidBryQmor(Swaiis.) 
Lambert,  CJenrpe 
Lawson,  Sir  WUfrid  (Cumb.) 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Crae,  George 
Oldroyd,  Mark 

Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 


Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgb 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forftir*h. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 

Ure,  Alexander 

Williams,  John  CarvelM  Nott<.  ] 
Wihion,  HenryJ.(YOTk,\V.R 

Tellers  fob  the  Avbs- 
Sir  Charles  Cameron  and 
Mr.  Caldwell. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailev,  James  (Walworth) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 


NOES. 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Balfonr,RtHnGeraidW.(Leed9 
Barton,  Danbar  Plunkeb 
liathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beacb,RtHnSirM.H.-(BriBtol) 


Betbell,  Commander 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Artbor  Griffith - 
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Braasey,  Albert 

Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St  John 

Burns,  John 

Carlile,  WUliam  Walter 
C'avendiab,  V.C.W.<Uerby8h.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
<.:haloner,  t'Hptain  R.  G.  W, 
Chamberlain, He Hd.  .l.fBirm) 
<.'haniberiain,  J.  AuBten(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
CHiarrlngton,  Spencer 
Cochrane,Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
<WliDc;s  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
<'oloniD, Sir  Jno.  Chas.  Heady 
(Alston,  Chas.  Eiv.  H.Athole 
Cooke,C.W.KadcUfre(Hererd) 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  £.  T.  D. 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrympie.  Sir  Charles 
Doughty,  Georee 
Dooglas,  Kt.  Hod.  A.  Akers- 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,Rt.Hn.SirWilIiamHart 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Fellowes,  Hon.  A.  Edward 
Finch,  George  H. 
Flnlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  AVilliam  Hayes 
(iedge,  Sydney 
<>olda worthy,  Majw-Generat 
(iordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 


(20  July  1899} 

Goechen.KtHn  G  J(St.George's 
Goschen,George  J.  (Sussex) 
(inll.  Sir  Cameron 
Hanbnry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hobhonse,  Henry 
Jebb,  Richard  Cflaverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sowex) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  Willlaiii 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (VorkR) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Heniy  Carrie 
Lockwood,  Lt.-CoL  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long, Col.  Chad.  W.  (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.Walter(L'pool) 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Killop,  James  ■ 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Manners,  Lord  Edw.  Wm.  J. 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
.More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Honm'tbsh.) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.  ( Deptford 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
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Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Parked,  Ebenezer 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Purvis,  Robert 
Hentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ritchie,RtHon  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Ruwell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Sas-Moon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sm  ith,JairiesParker(  Lanark  s. 
Smith,Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Talbot,RtHn.J  G.(OxfdUniv. 
Tlioraton,  Percy  M. 
TomUn8on,Wni.Edw.  Murray 
Valentia.  Viscount 
Warde,  Lieut.  ■Col.C.E.(Kent) 
Whiteley.H.  ( A-shton-under-L. 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
WodehouscRt  Hon  E.R(Bath) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Tellers  for  the  Noe-s— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstmther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE:  This  is 
a  long  Amendment  which  I  did  not 
understand  as  the  Hon.  Member  read  it. 
It  may  be  a  very  good  Amendment,  but 
at  this  hour  of  the  morning  we  ought  not 
to  t>e  asked  to  discuaij  an  Amendment  to 
such  an  important  clause. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  In  mov- 
ing this  Amendment  I  will  only  say  that 
there  have  been  many  cases  in  which 
grocers  have  been  fined  for  the  technical 
offence  of  selling,  for  instance,  a  tin  of 
syrup  adulterated  with  glucose.  It  is 
utterly  impossible  for  a  grocer  to  know 
anything  about  the  adulteration,  and  in 
one  case  in  Scotland,  although  the  grocer 
was  fined,  the  Sheriff  expressed  the 
opinion  that  he  was  not  morally  guilty. 
It  is  a  very  important  qtiestion. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  34,  after  the  word  '  so,'  to 
insert  tlie  words :  '  (3)  Where  any  article  of 
food  is  sold  in  tin.-<  or  Iwttles  in  which  it  lias 
I)een  packed  by  tlie  manufacturer,  a  ]al)el 
affixed  by  the  manufacturer  or  wholesale  dealer 
to  such  tms  or  bottles  setting  forth  the  nature 


of  their  contents,  or  a  circular  or  advertise- 
ment setting  forth  the  nature  of  the  contents 
of  sucli  tins  or  Imttles,  and  distributed  along 
with  them  by  the  manufacturer  or  wholesale 
denier,  shall,  for  the  pur{x)Bes  of  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  be  held  to  constitute  a 
warranty.'  " — {Sir  Ckarlet  Camerou.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  accept  this  Amendment.  We 
have  already  decided  by  a  large  majority 
that  the  words  constituting  an  invoice  a 
warranty  should  be  strack  out.  This 
proposal  is  even  more  sweeping,  because  it 
proposes  that  even  a  circuUir  or  an  adver- 
tisement may  constitute  a  warranty. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  Would 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  accept  the 
Amendment  without  the  words  '*  cir- 
cular or  advertisement "  ? 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY:  Even  without 
these  words  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  30 ;  Noes, 
107.   (Division  List,  No.  29a\ 
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Asher,  Alexander 
Bethel).  Coniinander 
Bond,  EHward 
Biyce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bachanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Caldwell,-  James 
Channin};,  Fran<»8  Allston 
Colville,  John 
Davitt,  Michael 
Doogan.  P.  C. 

Doaglas  Charlefl  M.  (Lanark) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arohdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baird,  J.  George  Alexander 
Balfour.Rt.  Hn.  A.J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.(LeedB 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Batburst,  Hon.  A.  Benjamin 
Beach.Rt.Hn.SirH.M.(Bristol 
Bill,  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Heniy 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Grimth- 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Burn»,  John 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derbyah.) 
Cecil,  Lord  H.  (Greenwicli) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
ChamberIain,Rt.  Hn.  J.  |  Birm. ) 
ChamberIain,J.Aust'n(Worc"r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  H(hi.  Henry 
Cbarring;ton,  Hppneer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thof>.  H.  A.E. 
Collincs,  Rt.  Hon.  Jes^e 
Colomh,  Sir  John  C.  Readv 
Colfton,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Cotton- Jodrall,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith.  Eail  of 
Dalryniple,  Sir  Charles 
Doughty,  Geoi^e 
Douglas,  Ut.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
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AYES. 

I  Duckworth,  James 
Gladstone.  Rt.  Hon.  H.  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hayne,Kt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Homimau,  Frederick  John 
Humphreya-Owen,  ArtlinrC. 

I  Jones,  Davitl  B.  fSwansea) 
Lambert,  Geor^ 

,  Lawson,  SirW,  (Cnmberland) 

;  Lucas-Shadwell,  William 

I  Macalees^  Daniel 

NOES. 

I  Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  SirWaiiam  H. 

I  Evershed,  Sydney 

I  Fellowes,  Hon  Ailwyn  Edwd. 

!  Finch,  George  H. 

I  Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

I  Fisher,  William  Hayes 

I  Gedge,  Sydney 

I  Gol(fcworthy,  Major-General 

!  tiordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 

j  (ioschen,Rt.Hn.G.J.(StGeo'8.) 

I  (ioschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 

I  Hanbnry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
HoUionse,  Henty 
Jebb,  Richanl  OfarerhoUfe 
Jeffreys,  Arthnr  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Koowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lient-General 
Lawson.  John  Grant  (Yorks. ) 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lockwootl,  L!eut.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Ei^kine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
litmg,  Rt.Hn.  WaUer(Liverp'l) 
Macartney,  W  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Killop,  Jamfet 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Manners,  Ijonl  Edward  W.  J, 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 


ihe  Hoit^. 


1496 


M'Crae,  George 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Josepli  A.  (Nmtbinub. ) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.fFor&tnthire) 
Snflivan,  Donal  (Wefttnieatb) 
Wil!iams,JobnCar^'elI(Noit». ) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(  York.W.R.) 
Tellers   fok  the  Ayes — 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  and 

Mr.  Pravaod 


Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
More,  Rbt.  Jasper  (Sbropsbire) 
Morgan,Hn.  F.(MonmontbBb.^ 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,RtHnA.Graham(Bute 
NichoUon,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pinpoint,  Robert 
I^urvis,  Robert 
Rentoal,  James  Alexander 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Eldward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  James  P.  (Guiarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes. ) 
Stirling-Mai:'*  ell.  Sir  John  M. 
Thorr.ion,  Percy  Si. 
Tomlinson,  WnLEilw  Mnrmy 
I'rf,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Vwcounl 
Warde.  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Whiteley,  H.  (Asliton-u.  -L.) 
Williiims,  Colonel  K.  (Dorset) 
Wwleliouse,  KtHn.E.R.tBath) 
Wortley.  Rt.  Hon.C.B^Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndliani,  tiewee 
Wp-ill,  Mannaduke  D'Arcy 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  ^\'ilUam  M'alrond  and 
Mr.  Ansiruther. 


AiB.  BKYCE  :  I  think  the  Government 
will  find  that  they  will  finish  the  Bill 
quicker  in  the  long  run  if  they  allow  us 
to  go  htmie  now. 

BiR.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  admit  that  if 
hon.  Gentlemen  desire  it,  they  can 
occupy  perhaps  another  half  an  hour,  and 
under  the  circumstances  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  adjournment. 

Further  consideration,  as  amended, 
deferred  till  Monday  next. 


GREENWICH  HOSPITAL. 

Resolved,  That  the  Statement  ol  the 

Estimated  Income  and  Expenditure  of 
Greenwich  Hospital  and  Travers'  Founda- 
tion for  the  year  1899-1900  be  approved. 
— (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the 
House  of  the  I7th  day  of  this  instant 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House 
without  Question  put. 

House  adjourned  accordingly  at  ten 
minutes  before  Two  of 
tbe  dock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


Friday,  21s/  July  1899. 


MARQUESS  OF  HEADFORT. 

Petition  of  Qeoflrey  Thomas  Marquess 
(rf  Headfort,  claiming  a  right  to  vote  at 
the  elections  of  Representative  Peers  for 
Ireland ;  read,  and  referred  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  consider  and  report  there- 
upon to  the  House. 


f        PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

1    BURGH    POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  BILL. 

*Thk  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Loid  Balfour  of  Burlbig^  :  My 
Lwds,  I  heg  to  more  that  the  Order  of 
E  the  9th  of  March  hut— "That  no  Provi- 
i   sional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought 
i*  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be 
t   read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday,  the 
^  27th  day  of  June " — be  dispensed  with, 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time.     This  is  a  Provisional  Order  made 
by  my  Office  under  the  Burgh  Police  Act, 
1892,  giving  effect  to  an  application  on 
the  part  oi  the  magistrates  of  Paisley  for 
an  «cteiuion  of  their  borrowing  powers. 
I  'Die  Order  was  not  deposited  in  the  Scot- 
*  tish  Office  until  the  20th  of  March,  but  I 
9  understand     that   no   blame  attaches 
to    the   magistrates    of     Paisley  on 
that   ground.     As  soon  as  they  be- 

icame  aware  of  the  necessity  of  the 
work  for  which  this  money  is  to  be  ex- 
19  pended,  they  made  the  necessary  applica- 
B  tion,  and  since  that  period  no  time  has 
^  been  lost.  The  matter  was  remitted  at 
once  to  the  Sheriff  for  a  local  inquiry,  and 
his  report  was  not  received  until  far  on 
in  the  month  of  April.  We,  in  the  Scot- 
tish Office,  did  not  take  many  days  to 
settle  it,  but  considerable  corre^ndence 
and  adjustment  of  the  Sinking  Fund  was 
necessary,  and  we  were  not  able  to  sign 
the  Order  until  June  15.  The  .  other 
House  of  Parliament  suspended  its  Stand- 
iiue  Orders  on  t^e  understanding  that  the 
£^  would  be  unopposed.  There  was  no 
opposition  in  that  House,  and  I  have 
every  reason  to  think  thwe  will  be  no 
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opposition  here.  I  believe  that  the 
magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  Paisley 
are  doing  what  is  best  in  this  matter  for 
those  whose  interests  they  have  to  guard, 
and  I  hope  that,  under  the  special  cir- 
cimistances,  your  Lordships  will  afree  to 
the  auspenaion  of  the  Standing  Orders  to 
allow  of  the  Bill  being  read  a  second  time 
to-day. 

Moved — 

"  That  the  Order  of  the  9th  March  last, '  that 
no  Provisional  Order  Conftrmation  Bill  brought 
&om  the  Hoose  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a 
second  time  after  Tuesday,  the  27th  day  of 
June  next,'  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  2*.' " 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley):  Mv  Lords, 
after  the  e^lanation  which  has  been 
given  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary 
for  Scothmd,  I  shall  not  oppose  the 
motion. 

On  Question,  agreed  ta 

Bill  read  2*  accordingly. 

ELECTKIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  20)  BILL. 

A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  20)  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  Lord  Glenesk  be  proposed 
to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select 
CoDuuittee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the  place  of 
the  LOTd  Kenyon ;  read,  and  agreed  ta 

LONDON  IMPROVEMENTS  BILL. 

The  Queen's  Consent  signified;  and 
Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee^ 
with  Amendments. 

BELFAST  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

ROOTLE  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Reported  with  Amendments. 

MENSTONE  WATER  BILL. 
Reported  without  Amendment. 
31 
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BRADFORD    TRAMWAYS    AND  IM- 
PROVEMENT BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Friday  next. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  TRAMWAYS 
AND  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next 

UXBRIDGE    AND  RICKMANSWORTH 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

LONDON,  WALTHAMSTOW,  AND  EP- 
PING  FOREST  RAILWAY  (No.  2) 
BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next. 


WEST  METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  cm  Monday  next. 

LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  AND  SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  (VARIOUS  POWERS) 
BILL. 


WALKER    AND    WALLSEND  UNION 
GAS  (ELECTRIC  LIGHTING)  BILL. 

Read  3<*,  with  the  Amendments;  further 
Amendments  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 


CREAT   NORTHERN  AND  STRAND 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

<SEEAT  WESTERN  'AND  GREAT  CEN- 
TRAL RAILWAY  COMPANIES  BILL. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM, AND  DOVER  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANIES (NEW  LINES)  BILL. 

Bead  3",  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL. 

Bead  3",  with  the  Amendments ;  further 
Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 


600LE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

Betumed  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  U)  BILL. 

House  to  be  in  Committee  on  Monday 
next 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIOMAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL. 

Bead  3"  (according  to  Order),  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Conmtona. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  17)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  r«Eul  3>  on  Monday  next 


EETUBN8,  BEPORTS, 


TREATY  SERIES,  No.  16  (1899). 
Convention  between  the  United  King- 
dom and  France  for  the  delimitation  m 
their  respective  possessions  to  the  west  of 
the  Niger,  and  of  their  respective  posses- 
sions  and  spheres  of  influence  to  the  east 
of  that  river;  signed  at  Paris,  14th  June, 
1898;  together  with  a  declaration  com- 
pleting the  same ;  signed  at  London, 
2l8t  March,  1899.  (Ratifications  ex- 
changed at  Paris,  13th  Jane,  1890.) 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  CORK. 
Annual  Beport  of  the  President  for 
the  session  1898-99. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 
Beport  of  the  Commissioners,  for  the 
period  from  Ist  April,   1898,  to  Slit 
March,  1899. 

GOVERNMENT  LABORATORY. 
Beport  of  the  Principal  Chemist  the 
Government  Laboratory  upon  the  work 
of  the  Laboratory  for  the  year  ended 
3lBt  March,  1899 :  with  Appendices. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordmed 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LONDON  CORPORATION. 
Annua!  account  of  the  Chambefhun 

of  London :  delivered  (pursuant  to  Act), 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATES)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  Bead  !• ; 
to  be  printed;  and  to  be  read  2*  <m 
Monday  next  {The  Earl  of  Seibone). 
(Na  177.> 
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81CALL  HOUSES  (ACQUISITION  OF 
OWKERSHIP)  BILL. 

SiCOND  BEAPINa 

Order  of  die  Day  for  the  Seoond  Bead- 
iog  read. 

*The  under  secretary  of 
STATE  FOR  THB  COLONIES  •  (Thb 
Earl  of  Selbornb)  :  My  Lords,  in 
asking  your  Lordahipe  to  give  a  Second 
Beading  to  this  Bill,  perhaps  you 
will  allow  me  to  make  a  few  remarks 
"by  war  of  introduction.  The  object  of 
itne  BiU  is  to  asnst  persons  of  moderate 
means  to  acquire  die  ownership  (d  the 
houses  in  which  thejr  live,  uid  it  does  so 
"by  tmtting  at  their  du^posal  a  simple 
machinery  which  obviates  the  necessity 
for  facing  those  legal  terrors  which  must 
present  such  a  formidable  a^^earanue  to 
the  eyes  of  a  partially  educated  man,  and 
by  enabling  them  to  raise  the  purchase- 
money  from  the  local  authorities  at  a 
•cheaper  rate  than  they  can  otherwise 
■obtain  it.  The  first  <mue  of  the  Bill 
•defines  the  class  of  occupier  to  whom 
assistance  may  be  given,  and  it  places  a 
maximum  upon  tlw  value  of  the  house 
-which  may  oe  bo^ht  under  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Bill  The  value  of  the  house 
is  not  to  exceed  £400.  The  clause  also 
fixes  the  proportion  of  the  money  which 
may  be  advanced  to  the  total  value  of  the 
^noperty.  The  words  of  the  clause  an : — 

"Provided  that  any  advance  fihall  not  ex- 
ceed (a)  foor-fifthfl  of  that  which,  in  the  option 

•of  the  local  aathority,  is  the  nuiricet  valne  of 
the  ownership ;  nor  (b)  £240 ;  or,  in  the  case 

■of  a  fee  aimple  or  leuehold  of  not  less  than 
ninety-nine  yean  nnex[4Ted  at  the  date  of  the 

-pQietuM,  £300." 

■CSause  2  lays  down  the  various  precau- 
tionaiy  regulations  to  secure,  amongst 
other  things,  that  the  purchaser  is  a  bond 
_fide  resident  and  not  a  speculator.  Clause 
3  lays  down  statutory  conditions  under 
which  the  purchasing  owner  is  to  hold  the 
house  until  the  advance  with  interest  has 
l>een  fully  paid.  It  also  makes  provisioD 
-fQr  the  action  of  the  local  authority  which 
lends  the  money  in  case  of  default  in  oom- 
plying  with  the  Statutory  conditions,  or 
in  case  of  bankruptcy.  Claase '9-^~«nd 
this  is  one  of  the  most  important  causes 
in  the  Bill — defines  the  local  authority 
under  the  to  be  the  council  of  any 
•county  or  county  borough.  Provisions, 
however,  are  introduced,  that  if  any  urban 
or  rural  district  counol  in  England  or 


Wales,  whose  district  contains  a  popula- 
tion of  over  7,000  inhabitants,  passes  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  it  wishes  to 
become  the  authority  under  this  Bill,  that 
urban  or  rufal  council  shall  become  the 
authority  for  the  purxxMes  of  the  Bill,  (uid, 
the  council  of  the  county  in  which  that  dis- 
trict is  situated  ceases  to  have  any  further 
responsibility  or  authority  within  that  dis- 
trict in  respect  of  this  Bill.  The  clause 
also  places  a  limit  upon  any  possible  loss 
in  working  the  Act — that  is,  any  possible 
difference  oet ween  the  receipts  and  expen- 
diture. Of  course,  I  may  mention,  b^  way 
of  parenthesis,  the  idea  of  the  Bill  is  that 
there  shall  be  no  loss  at  all,  and  that  it 
shall  work  on  strictly  business  principles ; 
but  if  in  any  local  financial  year  the  ex- 
penses parable  by  a  council,  and  not 
reimbursed  by  the  receipts  under  the 
Bill,  exceed  in  a  county  a  sum  equal  to 
one  halfpenny,  and  in  a  county  borough 
or  urban  or  rural  district  a  sum  equal  to 
one  penny  in  the  £  upon  the  rateable 
value,  no  further  advances  under  the  Bill 
shall  be  made  until  the  expiration  of  five 
years,  at  any  rate,  after  the  end  of  the 
financial  year,  and  not  then  unless  the 
loss  has  lulen  below  the  maximum  stated; 
Clauses  11,  12,  and  13  apply  the  Act  to 
Scotland,  and  Clause  14  applies  it  to 
Ireland.  In  the  rather  slight  sksteh 
which  I  have  given  of  the  provisions  of 
theBill,  I  think  your  Lordships  will  seethat 
this  is  a  very  simple  and  a  very  practical 
Bill,  and  I  claim  a  favourable  reception 
for  it  on  two  grounds.  In  the  first  place, 
because  it  embodies  a  principle  whicu  has 
been  over  and  over  again  affirmed  and 
approved  of  by  your  Lordships'  House  in 
connection  with  Irish  Land  Purchase 
Acts  and  the  English  Small  Holdings  Act ; 
uid,  secondly,  oecause  your  Lordships 
have  twice  specifically  approved  BiHs  for 
exactly  the  same  purpose  which  have  been 
introduced  by  the  noole  Marquess  behind 
me  (the  Marquess  of  Londonderry),  who  has 
been  the  pioneer  of  the  movement  in  this 
House,  and  to  whose  exertions  is  laigely 
due  the  position  the  question  has  assumed 
in  practical  politics.  I  hope  the  noble  Mtu*- 
quess  will  allow  me  to  congratulato  him  on 
the  part  he  has  taken  in  bringing  this 
question  to  the  point  at  which  it  is  ripe  Tor 
legislation.  In  1896  and  1897  the  noble 
Marquess  introduced  Bills  on  this  subject, 
and  the  Kll  of  1896  was  fwtunato 
enough  to  secure  the  blessing  of  Lord  Rose- 
bery,  while  the  Bill  of  1897  secured  the 
su^tort  of  Lord  Kimberley.  The  measure 
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has,  therefore,  I  may  say,  received  the 
si^)port  of  both  parties  in  your  Lord- 
ships' House.  -  I  cannot  too  strotigly 
impress  upon  the  House  the  fact  that  the 
Bill  contains  no  element  of  charity. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  intention  of 
benefitting  the  indiTioual  householder  at 
the  ei^ense  of  the  ratepayer.  The 
public^  in  fact,  can  suffer  no  loss  except 
through  the  negligence  of  the  local  autho- 
rity. Although  this  is,  as  I  have  said,  a 
simple  and  practical  Bill,  I  claim  for  it 
that  it  also  periorms  a  really  great  service. 
I  confess  that  I  am  one  of  those  who  have 
lohg  thought  that,  although  this  country 
iqay  rejoice  in  so  many  elements  of  sta- 
bility to  its  social  system,  yet  there  is  one 
great  element  to  the  stability  of  society 
which  has  been  to  a  great  extent  lacking 
in  this  country.  The  diffusion  of  real 
property  among  the  people  is,  perhaps,  less 
advanced  in  thia  country  than  in  an^ 
othet^  country  in  Europe,  and  I  -belieTe  it 
will  greatly  add  to  the  permanence  and 
stability  of  our  institutions  if  there  is  a 
large  addition  to  the  body  of  our  free- 
holders. I  claim  for  the  Bill  that  it  affurds 
the  opportunity  to  men  of  moderate  means 
of  securing  what  is  called  a  stake  in  the 
country.  Iclaim  for  it  that  it  gives  those 
men  an  opportunity  for  an  investment  of 
any  money  they  have  saved  through  their 
thrifty  habits,  and  that  it  is,  therefore,  a 
Bill  for  the  encouragranent  of  thrift ;  and 
I  Ijelievc  it  will,  to  quote  the  words  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  in  respect  of 
Lord  Londonderry's  Bill  of  1897,  prove  a 
real  contribution  to  the  problem  of  pro- 
viding better  dwellings  for  the  people  of 
the  working  classes.  But,  ray  Lords, 
although  the  Bill  possesses  the  advantages 
which!  have  claimed  for  it,  it  has  by  no 
means  escaped  criticism.  It  has  been  said 
over  and  over  again  in  the  Pre^s,  and  it 
has  lieen  repeated  in  another  place,  that 
the  Bill  will  be  inoperative.  Well,  my 
Lords,  I  would  say  that  as  a  criticism 
that  observation  is  premature,  and  as  a 
prophecy  it  has  no  present  value.  The 
Bin  has  also  been  described  as  an  elec- 
tioneering measure.  It  is  no  more  and 
no  less  an  electioneering  Bill  than  any 
Bill  -brought  forward  by  either  Party  in 
the  State  as  to  which  they  have  given 
pledges  to  the  electors.  Both  Parties 
the    State   give    pledges  ..to  the 


in 


eleetors,  and.  neither  of  them  can 
get  rid  of  the  illusion  that  there  may  pos- 
^bly  be  gratitude  for  the  fulfilment  of 
pledges.     I  db  not  believe  that  either 

The  Eari  of  Selbeme. 


Party  in  the  State  would  introduce  a 
Bill  which  it  did  not  believe  would  be  of 
real  value  to  the  country.  Therefore 
that  criticism  is  meaningless.   A  more 
serious  criticism  is  that  this  Bill  will  not 
really  benefit  the  working  classes,  that  a 
working  man's  most  valualde  capital  is 
mobility,  and  that  to  assist  him  to  become 
the  owner  of  a  long  lease  is  to  tie  him 
down  in  one  place,  with  the  possible 
result  that  he  will  have  to  take  lower 
wages  than  he  would  otherwise  get.  That 
argument  was  harped  on  to  a  great  extent 
in  another  place,  and  one  hon.  Member - 
carried  this  argument  so  far,  that  he  ap- 
peared to  think  that  to  turn  a  working 
man  into  a  freeholder  was  only  the  first 
step  towards  reducing  him  once  more  to 
serfdom.    I  think  that  is  a  form  of  criti- 
cism which  answers  itself.   Surely  the 
best  judge  of  his  own  interests  in  this 
matter  is  the  working  man.    If  he  be- 
longs to  that  kind  pf  trade  where  mobility 
is   necessary,  it  is  not  to  be  suppoaea 
that  he  will  take  advantage   of  this 
Bill  ;   but,    as    your   Lordships  know 
perfectly  well,  the  whole  of  the  working 
class  population  is  not  a  shifting  popula- 
tion, and  bscause  a  large  portion  of  the 
labouring  population  may  be  mobile  is  no 
reason  why  this  Bill  should  not  be  passed 
for  the  benefit  of  that  portion  of  the 
population  which  is  not  mobile.  Special 
provisions  are  made  to  facilitate  transfer 
and  in  respect  of  temporary  letting,  aod 
there  is  no  compulsion  in  the  Bill.  No- 
owner  of  house  property  or  land  is  com- 
pelled to  sell,  no  occupier  is  compelled  to  - 
buy,  and  no  local  authority  is  compelled 
to  lend.     It  has  been  asked  why  this 
Bill,  which  is  one  mainly  for  the  assist- 
ance of  dwellers  in  towns,  has  been  ex- 
tended to  the  country  districts.  The 
answer  that  has  been  made  is  that  the 
habit  is  becoming  more  eeneral  itjr  men 
working  in  the  towns  to  ure  in  the  sur- 
rounding rural  districts,  and  that  the 
more  the  facilities  of  locomotion  increase, 
and  the  more  valuable  the  land  becomes 
in  the  centre  of  towns,  the  more  that  ten- 
dency is  likely  to  extend  ;  biit  I  would  go 
much  further  than  that,  and  justify  the 
inclusion  of  country  districts  on  the 
scorejof  the  necessities  of  the  country 
distncts  themselves.    When  you  are  in- 
trodflcing  legislaticm  of  this  kind,  why 
exclude  from  its  benefits  a  man  who- 
might  wish,  to  take  advantage'  erf  it  be- 
cause lie  lives  in  the  country  T    I  come 
from  a  part  of  the  country  where  cottage' 
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property  is  on  the  whole  distinctly  good, 
and  yet,  although  I  see  no  desire  on  the 
I»rt  of  the  working  men  to  own  and  cul- 
tivate small  ftum^  1  see  a  great  desire  on. 
their  part,  which  is  often  reduced  into; 
.practice,  to  own  and  reside  in  their  own 
houses  ;  and  when  le^lation  of  this  kind 
is  before  Parliamenl^  1  can  conceive  of  no 
practical  argument  for  excluding  from  its 
'benefits  men  residing  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts. Of  course,  the  introduction  of  the 
country  districts  did  necessitate  a  certain 
administrative  difficulty.  To  work  a  Bill 
•of  this  kind  properly,  two  thin^  as  has 
been  frequently  observed  in  another 
place,  are  required  — firstly,  thorough 
'  business  capacity ;  and,  secondly,  lo^ 
knowledge.  I  do  not  think  any  of  your 
Lordships,  with  the  great  experience  that 
many  of  you  have  had  on  county  councils, 
will  deny  that  in  the  matter  of  business 
•capacity  there  is  no  better  autnority 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  Bill 
into  effect  than  the  conn^  oouneils. 
County  councils  cannot^  however,  always 
have  the  neeesBary  local  knowledge, 
:and  for  this  reason  an  Amendment  was 
accepted  in  another  place  permitting  rural 
distnct  councils  as  well  as  urban  district 
•councils  to  pass  resolutions  constituting 
■themselves  local  authorities  under  this 
BilL  I  admit  that  that  arrangement  is  a 
compromise — nothing  but  a  compromise 
was  possible — but  I  believe  it  is  the  best 
.arrangement  that  can  be  arrived  at.  I 
commend  the  Bill  to  your  Lordships  for 
'Second  Beading,  as  a  Bill  which  the 
Government  beheve  to  be  a  good  Bill,  and 
-one  to  which  they  attach  real  importance. 
Although  this  SiU  comes  before  your 
Lordships  with  a  modest  aspect,  I  shall 
not  be  surprised  if  histonr  records  of  it 
~that  it  has  had  a  marked  effect  on  the 
social  stability  of  the  country. 

Movwl,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
:2«.'*— Earl  ofSelbome.) 

*The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Earl  adopted  a  very  modest 
tone  in  recommendmg  this  Bill  to  your 
Lordships.  In  one  sentence,  hovreVer,  he 
seemed  to  say  that  it  would  make  an  im- 
portant contribution  to  one  of  the  greatest 
questions  that  can  engage  thepubuc  mind 
and  the  attention  of  Parlifunent  at  the 
present  time — namely,  the  broad  question 
-of  the  housing  of  the  working  classes. 
The  generally  modest  tone  of  the  speech 
■of  the  noble  Earl  was  much  more  conso- 
luuit  with  the  character  of  the  BUI  than 


the  single  remark  to  which  I  have  referred. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  recognise  to  the 
fullest  extent  the  great  importance  of  the 
housing  problem,  hut  I  venture  to  say 
that  this  Bill  makes  a  very  small  contri- 
bution to  this  great  and  important  ques- 
tion. I  am  not  at  all  incUned  to  indulge 
in  the  remarks  about  election  pledges, 
which  seem  to  have  given  the  noble  iArl 
BO  much  displeasure,  but  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  cannot  look  upon  this  Bill  as 
any  fulfilment  of  the  election  pledges, 
given  by  the  Government  and  their  sup- 
porters, to  take  in  hand  and  deal  with  the 
^reat  question  of  the  housing  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  This  Bill,  as  we  noble  Lord 
said,  is  only  intended  to  benefit  people 
with  moderate  means.  But  the  question 
of  the  housing  of  the  working  classes  is 
connected,  not  with  people  with  moderate 
means,  but  with  people  with  very  small 
means  indeed.  I  do  not  rise  to  offer  any 
cmposition  to  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
ffiU,  but  I  am  afraid  I  am  not  so  sanguine 
of  its  results  as  the  noble  Earl  seems  to  be. 
I  have  considerable  doubts  whether  it  is 
very  likely  to  be  very  largely  made  use  of.- 
When  you  are  advancing  public  money, 
whether  the  money  of  the  ratepayers  or 
the  taxpayers,  you  are  bound  to  surround 
the  advance  of  that  money  with  many 
precautions,  and  in  my  opinion  the 
restrictions  which  are  necessarily  imposed 
will  diminish  the  desire  of  persons  to 
purchase  property  under  this  Bill.  The 
noble  Earl  admits  that  the  working 
classes  are  obliged  to  move  about  in 
search  of  work.  That  habit  of  mobility 
applies,  I  admit,  rather  to  the  poorer  class 
than  to  those  whom  it  is  propoaed  to  bene- 
fit by  this  Bill.  Those  ^o  have  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  elections  know  the  great 
difficulty  of  tracing  the  removals,  which  are 
caused  by  working  men  having  been 
obliged  to  move  into  other  districts  ui 
search  of  employment.  Even  if  they  do 
not  leave  the  town  or  district,  they  fre- 
quently have  to  leave  the  houses  in  which 
they  dwell,  and  there  will  be  less  inclina- 
tion on  this  account  amount  them  to 
purchase  their  own  houses.  Although  you 
propose  to  allow  a  man  who  purchases  the 
freehold  of  his  house  to  sell  that  free- 
hold, you  place  upon  the  sale— and  neces- 
sarily place  upon  it— such  restrictions  as 
to  make  it  less  marketable  than  houses  to 
which  those  restrictions  do  not  apply- 
Although  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  this  Bill 
made  as  much  use  of  as  possible,  I  cannot 
say  that  I  entertain  any  great  antici- 
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pation  that  it  will  be  found,  when  it  is 
pftssed  into  law,  to  have  much  practical 
effect.  Turning  from  these  general  con- 
siderations, I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
in  regard  to  the  machinery  by  which  the 
Bill  IS  to  be  worked.  That  machinery  is 
contained  in  Clause  9,  and  I  feel  consider- 
alde  difficulty  in  rejpird  to  the  alterations 
which  were  made  m  the  other  House  of 
Pu^iameat.  Most  of  your  Lordshhw 
have,  I  daresay,  receiTed  the  circolar 
iaaned  by  the  County  Councils  Associa- 
tibn  witii  regard  to  this  clause.  The 
ai^uments  of  the  County  Councils  Asso- 
ciation are,  in  my  opinion,  weighty  argu- 
ments ;  but  I  do  not  altogetner  agree 
with  the  mode  by  which  they  are  inclined 
to  remedy  the  difficulties  they  foresee  in 
^is  clause.  My  principal  objection  to  the 
ninth  clause  is  that  you  propose  under  it 
to  create  a  new  local  area.  One 
txf  the  greatest  evils  we  have  to 
contend  with  is  the  complexity  and 
multiplicity  of  our  local  areas,  in  which 
there  is  no  unity  of  purpose  whatever, 
and  to  introduce  this  new  area  of  7,000 
inhabitants  will  make  confusion  worse 
confounded.  The  County  Councils  Associa- 
tion think  that  the  difficulty  would  be 
met  by  striking  the  county  councils  out 
tii  the  clause  altogether.  I  do  not  agree 
with  them  ;  I  think  that  would  be  a  great 
mistake.  I  would  surest  to  the  noble 
E^l,  for  his  consideration,  that  the  words 
creating  the  new  area  should  be  left  out 
altogether,  and  that  the  truisfer  from  the 
county  council  to  the  urban  or  .rural 
district  council  should  not  take  place 
-without  the  consent  of  the  county 
council.  By  that  means  you  will  at 
once  avoid  the  creation  of  new  districts, 
and  you  will  maintain  the  county  coimcil 
in  the  position  which  I  think  it  ought  to 
occiipy.  The  noble  Earl  recognised  to- 
night the  business  capacity  of  the  county 
councils,  though  he  said  they  might  be 
w^ting  in  local  knowlei^.  The  county 
councils  have  more  means  of  ascertaining 
local  information  than  perhaps  the  noble 
Karl  is  aware  of,  and  if  they  thought  that 
there  we^e  any  districts  which  could  be 
safely  entrusted  with  these  powers,  they 
would  agree  to  their  exercising  them.  I 
wish  well  to  the  measure,  although  it  is 
an  exceedingly  small  one,  and  one  which 
I  am  afraid  will  have  but  little  effect 

The  Marquess  of  LONDOKDEBBY  : 
■My  noble  friend,  who  has  introduced  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  with  such 

The  Marquess  of  Ripon. 


ability,  has  been  ^ood  enough  to  allude  to- 
me and  my  relations  with  a  measure  of  a- 
somewhat  similar  character  which  I  had 
the  honour  of  carrying  through  your 
Lordships'  House  on  two  occasions,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  think  I  need  offer  any 
apology  for  'rising  to  support  the  Second 
fading  of  the  Bul  now  before  the  House. 
The  object  of  the  measure  is  one  in  whick 
I  have  taken  considerabb  interest ;  bob 
while  my  noble  friend  attr^ted  th* 
measure  to  a  very  great  extent  to  ma,  I 
should  be  acting  unf  urly  to  a  friend 
mine  in  the  North  of  England  (Mr. 
Wrightson)  did  I  not  say  that  it  was  h^ 
and  not  I,  who  was  the  pioneer  of  this- 
Bill.  This  matter  has  been  for  some 
years  before  Parliament.  So  long  ago  as- 
1893  my  friend  Mr.  Wri^^tson,  then 
Member  for  Stockton,  carried  through 
the  House  of  Commons  a  measure  of  the 
kind  now  proposed.  I  congratulate  Mr. 
Wrightson,  myself,  and  all  of  us  who  f<H^ 
some  years  past  have  endeavoured  to* 
bring  the  subject  before  Parliament,  on 
the  fact  that  at  last  a  measure  has  been 
brought  forward  by  the  Gk>vcmment  as  a 
Government  Bill  Naturally,  it  has  great 
advantages  under  these  circumstances- 
in  your  Lordships'  House.  It  has 
the  advantage  of  being  introduced 
in  more  eloquent  and  far  better 
language  than  I  could  have  employed, 
and  as  a  Government  Jffill  it.ha8  b^n  abb 
to  deal  in  a  more  genenms  manner  with 
regard  to  certain  provisions  than  I,  as  & 

Envate  Member,  could  have  asked  your 
lOrdships  to  accept.  I  have  compared  i  his 
Bill  with  the  one  I  had  the  honour  of  carry- 
ing through  your  Lordships'  House,  and  I 
notice  that  the  provisions  are  of  a  far 
more  generous  character  than  ever  I  con- 
tomplated  in  my  Bill  In  the  Bill  which  I 
introduced  I  naturally,  as  a  private  Mem- 
ber, was  nctremdy  anxious  to  safeguard 
every  interest  which  it  might  be  supposed 
I  was  attaddng;  and  the  chief  intansta 
to  be  safeguimied  in  a  matter  of  this- 
kind  are  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers whose  money  it  is  proposed  to 
ask  the  local  authorities  to  advance.  I 
was  naturally  very  humble  in  my 
demands,  and,  in  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers, I  suggested  that  only  one-eighth 
of  the  full  rateable  value  of  the  district 
should  be  advanced  and  placed  for  that 
purpose  at  tiie  disposal  of  the  local 
authorities.  I  am  very  gbd  to  see  from 
the  Bill  which  has  been  introduced  by  my 
noble  friend  that  that  safeguard  has  beea 
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aboUriied.  1  also  ventared  to  sngeett  that 
the  sum  of  only  £150  should  heuie mazi- 
iniun  which  tlw  local  authorities  should 
have  the  power  to  advance.  I  am  still 
more  glad  to  see,  in  this  Bill,  that  the  local 
authorities  will  hare  power  to  advance  aa 
much  as  £340  in  certain  circumstances, 
£300  under  certain  other  conditions, 
and  even  up  to  £400.  I  hail  these 
provisions  with  feelings  of  great 
gratification,  for  they  prove  to  me^ 
beyond  all  doubt,  that  since  this 
measure  has  been  before  the  country  and 
before  Parliament  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  recognised  that  it  will  be  for 
tiie  benefit  of  the  working  classes,  and 
that,  moreover,  the  apprehensions  which 
they  held — and,  I  think,  very  naturally 
held — with  regard  to  the  interests  of  the 
ratepayers  were,  I  will  not  say  altogether 
groundless,  but  apprehensions  which 
could  be  got  over,  and  I  think  the  Go- 
vernment have  shown  that  they  have  been 
got  over.  This  Bill  is  one  which,  in  the 
wOTldns  class  district^  will  tend  to  pro- 
mote thrift,  industry,  and  independence 
of  character,  all  of  which  were  eTpresaed 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  in  intro- 
dudng  the  measure,  as  characteristics 
which  should  be  encouraged  in  the  British 
working  classes.  I  also  look  upon  the 
measure  as  an  advantage  from  another 
point  of  view.  I  know  well  the  difficulty 
which  exists  with  regard  to  old  age 
pensions,  but  I  cannot  but  think 
that  if  this  mrasure  is  carried  it 
will  to  a  certain  extent  take  the 
place  of  old  ago  pensions.  I  mean 
by  that,  that  if  a  thrifty,  industrious 
man,  a  young  man,  with  regularity  pays 
the  interest  that  he  has  to  pay  on  his 
house,  at  the  end  of  thirty  years  the  house 
becomes  hie  own,  and,  consequently,  in  his 
old  age,  he  has  a  house  free,  and  the  rent 
which  he  would  otherwise  either  have  to 
{Mv  to  a  landlord  or  to  a  local  authority 
will  remain  in  his  own  pocket.  Therefore 
I  hail  this  measure  as  a  means  of  con- 
tributing to  the  comfort  and  the  welfare 
of  the  oldest  members  of  the  working- 
class  community,  if  they  take  advantage 
d  the  measure  in  their  early  days,  and 
oairy  out  the  conditions — ^the  fur  con- 
ditions — which  are  laid  down  in  the  Bill. 
I  am  very  dad  to  see,  however,  that  Her 
Majesty's  Govemment  have  taken  the 
line  of  safeguarding  the  interests  of  the 
ratepayers,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
have  not  taken  away  the  advantages 


which  I  held  out  in  my  BiU.  I  think 
they  are  justified  in  vesting  the  owner- 
ship in  the  local  authority.  But  while 
they  do  that  they  give  the  working 
claiMCs  the  opportunity  of  bujring  the 
houses  by  instalments — exactly  as  I  pro- 
posed in  my  Bill.  I  must  revert  to 
the  time  when  I  had  the  honour  of  carry- 
ing my  Bill  through  your  Lordships' 
House,  and  to  the  speech  which  was 
delivered  on  that  occasion  by  the  noble 
Karl  opposite,  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi* 
tion  (the  Earl  of  Kimberley),  who  ap- 
proved of  the  Bill  introduced,  and  ofiiared 
some  criticisms  of  a  fair  and  just 
character  upon  it.  I  may  say  that  I 
value  the  criticism  and  the  api>roval  ot 
the  noble  Karl  more  than  anything  else, 
for  I  feel  certain  that  no  one  will  contra- 
dict me  when  I  say  that  in  the  details  of 
local  govemment  no  noble  Lord  possesses 
supenor,  if  equal,  knowledge  on  thia 
matter ;  and  when  the  noble  Karl  sup- 
ported my  Bill  I  felt  that  I  must  have  in- 
troduced a  very  useful  measure.  The 
following  year  the  noble  Lord  who  was 
then  leading  the  Opposition  in  this  House 
(the  Earl  mRosebery)  expressed  ap^val 
of  the  Bill,  and  offered  some  cntadnna 
upon  it.  With  perfect  justice,  the 
noble  Earl  put  his  finger  on  what  I 
might  say  seemed  at  first  sight  to  be  a 
blot  upon  my  measure — namely,  that  it 
was  possible  for  the  population  to  migrate, 
and  thereby  become  owners  of  their  houses 
as  long  as  they  were  paying  rent  for  them. 
The  noble  Earl  said  that  if  trade  migrated 
it  might  leave  the  local  authorities  saddled 
witli  ^uelesB  securities.  At  first  sight 
that  appeured  to  be  a  very  fair  criticism, 
and  the  noble  Earl  went  on,  in  terms  of 
the  greatest  delicacy,  to  allude  to  a  colliery 
which  had  belonged  to  me,  the  lease  ^ 
which  I  had  not  renewed,  and  conse- 
quently. Lord  Bosebery  said,  as  it  was  no 
longer  to  be  worked,  the  cottages  on  that 
property  would  not  be  used  in  the  future. 
Although  that  colliery  to  which  the  noble 
Earl  aOuded  is  no  longer  working,  all 
the  cottages  are  occupied  by  workini; 
men  who  are  employed  on  the  nei{di- 
bouring  colliery  of  Sir  James  Joicc^,  who 
bought  it  from  Lord  Durham.  I  mention 
that  to  show  that,  although  one  colliery 
ceased  working  the  cottages  on  that  pro- 
perty are  still  required,  and  are  at  present 
in  demand.  While  I  allow  that  Lord 
Bosebery 's  criticisms  were  just,  I  do  not 
agree  with  regard  to  the  migration 
of  the  population.     I  would  remind 
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the    HouBe   that   this   is   a  pennis- 
sive  Bill,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
t^e  local  authority  to  satisfy  themselves, 
before  they  advance  the  money  of  the 
ratepayers,  that  the-  induBtry  in  which 
the  persons  who  inbend  to  buy  houses 
are  eng^ed  is  of  a  permanent  character. 
They  will  guard  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers, and  refuse  to  grant  advances 
uiuesa  the  industry  is  of  a  permanent 
character,  and  the  men  are  likely  to  be 
permanently  employed.     I  know  the 
difficulties  which  must  surround  a  measure 
of  this  kind.     I  know  that  a  certain 
number  of  my  own  friends,  who,  like 
myself,  hold  Conservative  views,  regard 
^18  as  a  Kadical  measure.    If  it  were 
compulsory  I  would  not  support  it.  But 
it  18  purely  permissive,  alike  for  the 
selleTi  the  buyer,  and  the  local  authority 
— permissive  for  all  concerned ;  and  if  it 
is  taken  advantage  of  by  the  working 
classes,  I  venture  to  think  it  w-ill  prove  of 
inestimable  benefit  to  them.     It  will 
encourage  them  to  thrift,  and  encourage 
them  to  be  independent,  and  give  them 
happy  homes  in  their  old  age.  Your 
LoTOships  probably  consider  that  these 
are  matters  of  detail  which  could  best  be 
considered  in  Committee,  but  I  have 
ventured  to  bring  them  forward,  on  the 
Second  Reading,  owing  to  the  fact  that  I 
am  afraid  engagements  in  the  Sister  Isle 
wiU  prevent  me  from  being  present  in  the 
House  next  week,  when  the  subsequent 
stages  are  taken.    I  am  sure  that  the 
working  classes  will  feel  grateful  to  the 
Gtovemment  for  this  Bill. 


The  Earl  of  MORLEY  :  My  Lords, 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  one  point  of  ohjecticHi  in  the  Bill — the 
point  to  which  my  noble  friend  opposite 
has  alluded — namely,  the  body  wnioh  is 
to  become  the  local  authority  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Act  under  Clause  9.  I 
cannot  help  agreeing  with  the  noble 
Marquess  (the  Marquess  of  Ripon)  that 
it  is  inconvenient  to  create  entirely  new 
local  authorities  for  areas  of  7,000  inhabi- 
tants, and  I  also  agree  with  him  that  it  is 
undesirable  that  county  councils  should 
be  cut  out  of  the  Bill  altogether.  I  would 
su^^t  to  my  noble  friend  in  charge  of 
AeBill,  whether  it  would  not  be  a  fur 
and  reasonable  compromise  that  anv  dis- 
trict council,  urban  or  rural,  should  be 
the  local  authority,  provided  the  county 
council  give  their  sanction.     That  would 
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obviate  the  creation  of  a  Uew  class  of 
subordinate  authorities,  and  would  give 
the  county  councils  the  power  which  they 
ought  to  possess,  and  which,  I  think,  it  is 
desirable  they  should  possess.  I  venture 
to  suggest  to  my  noble  friend  that  this  is 
a  point  well  worthy  of  his  consideration. 


*LORD  NORTON :  My  Lords,  I  quite 
agree  with  the  noble  Lords  who  have 
spoken  as  to  the  attractive  manner  in 
which  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Sel- 
bome)  has  introduced  this  Bill,  and  I 
agree  that  the  Bill  is  an  attractive  one 
in  itself.  Nothing  can  be  more  conserva- 
tive than  turning  tenants  into  owners.  I 
have  done  all  I  possibly  could  to  encourage 
tenants  to  become  owners  of  the  hoosea 
they  occupy,  but  I  question  the  propriety 
of  making  loans  of  public  money  for  tlw 
purpose.  There  is  no  doubt  that  facilities 
for  self-insurance  are  in  every  way  most 
desirable,  and  increase  the  vigour  of  the 
nation,  but  extraneous  aid  tor  private 
interests  has  rather  a  contrary  efiect  on 
the  spirit  of  the  country.  It  seems  to  me 
that  benevolent  legislation  of  this  charac- 
ter trenches  on  the  sphere  of  private 
charity.  Though  the  noble  Ean  who 
introduced  the  Bill  ref»udiated  that  re- 
mark with  regard  to  this  Bill,  yet  he  must 
allow  that  the  advance  of  public  money 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  tenants  to  be- 
come owners  of  their  houses  assumes  that 
character.  Wherever  I  have  assisted 
tenants  to  become  the  owners  of  their 
houses  I  have  considered  it  more  or  less 
an  act  of  charity- — a  valuable  help,  but, 
still,  not  an  act  calculated  to  promote 
self-support.  This  Bill,  we  know, 
emanates  from  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  and,  as  the  noble  Marquess 
rightly  said,  it  has  a  sort  of  kindred  to 
the  Old  Age  Pension  proposal ;  both  are 
in  the  nature  of  public  aids  to  what 
should  be  self-provision.  The  first 
danger  of  benevolent  legislation  of  this 
kind  arises  from  the  opening  which  it 
gives  to  an  attack  of  fraudulent  specula- 
tors, and  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
proper  security  are  great.  The  first 
clause  of  the  Bill  endeavours  to  limit  the 
amount  of  these  public  loans.  I  can 
recollect  precisely  the  same  attempt  at 
restriction  being  made  in  carrying  out  the 
FriencUy  Sodeties  Act  some  fi»y  yaars 
ago,  in  which  I  had  a  share  myself.  There 
the  same  limit  of  ^200  in  the  case  of 
advances  was  proposed ;  but  what  was 
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the  immediate  result  f   There  was  a  rush 
'Of  men,  who,  under  different  names,  con- 
trived to  get  at  least  half-a-dozen  or  a 
dozen  of  these  advances  to  themselves.  I 
^only  mention  that  to  show  how  this  kind 
of  legislation  is  open  to  the  attacks  of  a 
host  of  fraudulent  speculators,  who  are 
always  looking  out  for  ommrtunities  of 
'this  sort.  The  conditions  of  these  loans,  in 
<»der  to  prevent  fraud,  are  necessarily 
most  intricate,  and  in  some  points  meet 
•questionable.    How,  for  instuice,  are 
iuture  chaiifes  of  residenee  to  be  always 
detected  1  But  is  fixed  residence  idways 
desirable  1  I  quite  admit  that  there  are  a 
considerable  number  of  working  classes 
who  are,  by  the  nature  of  their  occupation, 
.  fixed  in  localities ;  but  I  think  you  must 
•allow  that  for  the  great  mass  of  working 
men  it  is  not  desirable  that  they  should  be 
assisted  out  of  public  funds  to  provide  a 
permanent  residence  in  any  one  spot. 
These  are  objections  which  could,  I  think, 
be  got  over  by  slight  alterations.    I  con- 
fess that  ^e  general  principle  and  object 
•of  the  Bill  is  <me  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
most  desirable ;  but  my  main  objection  to 
the  Bill — one  which  must  be  removed 
before  I  can  possibly  ^ve  my  support 
to  it — is    the    provision    that  where 
default  is   made   in   complying  with 
the  statutory  condition  as  to  residence, 
and  where  default  is  made  in  complying 
with  any  of  the  other  statutory  condi- 
tions, the  property  shall  vest  in  the  local 
authority.    I  think  that  is  a  very  great 
objection.   It  will  lead  to  the  Itxu  autho- 
rities becoming  landowners,  and  will  give 
borough  councils  absolute  omnipotence 
politi^y  and  electorally.    The  noble 
Viscount  below  me  (Viscount  Cross),  in  the 
ye&T  1875,  passed  a  very  useful  Act  which 
enabled   local  authorities  to  purchase 
insanitary  buildings  and  put  them  in 
-order  ;  but  there  is  a  section  in  that  Act 
to  compel  those  authorities,  immediately 
After  they  have  done  so,  to   sell  the 
residue  of  ^operty  not  required  for  the 
purpose.    The  great-  mty  over  which  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  is  the  presiding 

,ffeniuB  obtained  Lord  Cross's  Act  in  the 
lorm  of  a  local  Act,  applying  to  Birming- 
ham only,  and  in  tbat  Act  this  most 

■  material  section  of  Lord  Cross's  Act,  that 
■which  prevented  the    borough  council 

"from  retaining  unappropriated  property, 
was  omitted.  In  Birmingham  the  council 
bave  a  great  hatred  of  landowners, 
but    they  have  a  great  ambition  to 

,'become  landowners  themselves.    I  would 


urge  that  this  Bill  should  be  amended 
so  thAt  in  the  event  of  property 
coming  into  the  hands  of  the  load  autho- 
rity, in  default  of  any  of  the  many  con- 
ditions of  purchase,  then  the  local  autho- 
rity should  be  compelled  at  once  to  resell, 
following  the  precedent  of  Lord  Cross's  Act 
of  1875  ;  and  I  also  think  the  original  pro- 
prietors ought  to  have  the  first  option  of 
re-purchase.  I  am  told  by  those  who 
support  this  Kll  that  such  a  provision 
would  add  too  much  to  its  mtricaoy. 
It  is  said  tiiat  the  original  owners  who 
consented  to  sell  their  property  to  their 
tenants  have  no  right  of  re-entry.  No 
one  supposes  that  they  have  a  right  of 
re-entry,  but  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
repurchase.  A  proprietor  of  an  urban 
district  may  have  schemes  for  the  general 
improvement  of  the  district^  and  the  local 
authority,  coming  in  as  a  proprietor  of 
parts,  would  prevent  the  owner  from 
carrying  a  general  scheme  out,  and 
thereby  prove  prejudicial  to  the  whole 
locality.  I  refer  to  schemes  for  public 
parks,  district  drainage,  and  the  like, 
which,  if  the  local  authority  owned 
houses  and  land  here  and  there,  might 
be  made  impossible.  It  is,  therefore,  in 
the  interests  of  the  people  themselves  that 
the  local  authorities,  if  they  have  to  resell, 
should  give  priority  of  option  to  the 
original  purchaser.  I  cannot  conceive 
that  there  will,  as  has  been  stated, 
be  any  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the 
price  for  re-purchase,  as  there  are  modes 
by  which  value  is  easily  ascertainaUe. 
Thom  who  oppoee  t^is  proposal  are 
men  who  prefer  municipal  landlords  to 
individual  landlords,  and  I  maintain 
that  the  system  which  they  advocate  is 
not  a  desirable  one  either  for  the  countiy 
or  for  the  people  themselves.  While  I  do 
not  oppose  the  principle  of  this  Bill,  I 
have  called  attention  to  what  I  consider 
are  blots  upon  it.  I  will  test  your  Lord- 
shim'  opinion  on  the  points  I  nave  raised 
in  Committee,  and  I  shall  move  Amend- 
ments making  it  imperative  on  the  local 
auth<mties  to  resell  properties  which 
come  into,  their  hands  through  default  in 
the  conditions  of  purchase,  and  also  to 
give  the  original  proprietor  priority  of 
option  in  regard  to  purchase. 


The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  My 
Lords,  I  am  not  alarmed  by  the  criticisms 
of  my  noble  friend.  Lord  Norton.  He 
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has,  I  think,  seen  a  great  many  rery  ter- 
rible things  in  this  huToless  Bill,  which 
I  am  sure  will  not  frighten  any  of  your 
Lordships.  With  regard  to  his  objection 
to  advancing  public  money  for  such  pur- 
poses, I  would  remind  the  noble  Lord 
that  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  ad- 
vancing public  money  for  various  pur- 
poses of  this  kind.  A  great  deal  has  been 
advanced  to  landowners  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  their  property,  and  the 
-principle  has  been  admitted  in  so  many 
cases,  that  the  only  question  which  can 
now  luiae  is,  whether  this  particnlar  case 
is  one  in  which  money  ought  to  be  so 
advanced.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  I  agree  with  the  noble  Marquess  (the 
Marquess  of  Ripon)  that  this  is  a  modest 
Bill.  It  is,  however,  sound  in  principle. 
My  fasr  TR  regard  to  it  is  the  same  as  I  ex- 
pressed when  I  spoke  on  Lord  London- 
derry's Bill  two  years  ago— namely,  that 
it  will  only  have  a  small  operation.  My 
reason  for  thinking  so  is  that  the  work- 
ing classes  are  becoming  more  and  more 
Imgratory  every  day.  It  is  no  use  trying 
to  put  back  the  dock.  I  do  not  deny 
that  there  are  considerable  dangers,  and 
often  evils,  connected  with  this  universal 
migration,  but  it  is  produced  by  the  con- 
ditions of  the  country  in  which  we  live. 
The  greater  facilities  for  moving 
most  naturally  and  inevitably  cause 
the  artisan  population,  who  have 
business  instincts  like  the  rest  of  man- 
kind, to  move  from  place  to  place  where- 
ever  they  can  find  better  wages.  Migra- 
tory habits,  as  I  have  said,  have 
their  evils,  and  anything  which  will 
induce  artisans  and  labourers  to  remain 
longer  in  one  place  will  tend  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  community.  I  have  myself  seen 
great  changes  in  the  rural  district  with 
which  I  am  best  acquainted,  I  can  re- 
member the  time  when  the  inhabitants  of 
our  villages  rarely  moved  from  one  dis- 
trict to  another,  but  now  every  year  I 
see  a  greater  disposition  on  their  part  to 
mi^te.  It  is  not  caused  by  discontent 
— it  would  be  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
it  is — ^but  mainly  by  the  fact  that  they 
can  obtain  better  wages  and  better  em- 

Sloyment  elsewhere,  w  hatever  you  may 
o,  the  best  men  will  always  go  where 
there  are  the  best  wages,  and  where  they 
are  most  wanted.  It  will  be  a  decided 
advantage  if  the  facilities  given  under 
this  Bui  will  lead  to  a  number  of 
men  becoming  more  stationary,  and 
it  will  give    greater  stability  to  the 
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population.  It  is  a  loss  to  the  commu- 
nity that  people  should  continually  moro 
from  place  to  place,  and  that  the  close 
and  cordial  foeling  which  used  to  exist 
between  neighbours  who  had  known  each 
other  for  a  long  time  should  be  in  this 
way  diminished.  A  friend  of  mine  con- 
nected with  South  Wales  said  it  was 
curious  to  see  how  whole  villages  were 
becoming  depopulated,  and  the  perolfr 
drawn  away  to  the*  mining  districts.  Tliis- 
shows  the  difficulties  which  may  ariae ; 
because  you  might,  of  course,  have  fur- 
nished a  village  with  houses  at  the 
expense  of  the  local  authority,  and  the 
whole  of  the  people  might  depart  owing 
to  the  springing  up  of  a  penoctly  new 
industry  in  another  part.  It  is  vain  to- 
shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  this  may 
arise.  With  regard  to  the  ninth  clause, 
I  entirely  agree  with  the  observations  of' 
the  noble  Marquess  behind  me  (the 
Marquess  of  Ripon)  and  the  noble  Earl,, 
the  Chairman  ot  Committees.  When  the 
very  useful  measure  was  brought  in  by  a 
former  Conservative  Government,  wluch 
established  county  councils,  it  was  tJioufffat 
that  the  great  advantage  of  that 
Bill  would  be  the  swallowing  up- 
of  local  areas.  Nothing  could  be^ 
more  prejudicial  than  that  small  areas 
should  possess  separate  administrative 
powers.  As  to  the  observation  which  has 
been  made  that  county  councils  have  not 
that  local  knowledge  which  the  smaller 
bodies  possess,  I  would  point  out  that- 
county  councils  are  now  well  accustomed 
to  dealing  with  subjects  in  particulu* 
areas  in  their  county,  and  they  have,  as 
far  as  I  know,  a  constant  habit  of  deputing 
members  of  their  body — men  who  give 
their  time  and  knowledge  to  the  mattw 
— to  go  into  difTerent  parts  of  the  county 
when  local  questions  arise,  and  examine 
thoroughly  into  those  questions.  I  do 
not  think  you  could  have  a  system  which 
would  work  better  than  that.  Moreover, 
county  councils  have  the  great  advan- 
tage, being  composed  of  men  coming  from 
allparts  of  the  county,  of  not  being  sub- 
servient to  those  petty  interests  whidi 
often  actuate  those  responsible  for  local 
government  in  small  areas.  They  look 
at  the  whole  matter  from  a  wider  point  of 
view,  and  they  also  ensure  a  certain 
amount  of  unity  of  action.  It  would 
be  most  unfortunate  if  at  one  end 
of  the  county  a  thing  is  done  on  one 
principle,  and  at  another  end  of  the  county 
on  a  (ufferent  {ninciple  altogether.  For- 
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that  reason  I  strongly  deprecate  the 
creation  of  new  areas,  and  I  think  the 
suggestion  which  has  been  made  is  an 
extremely  good  one,  because  county 
councik  womd  never  be  so  jealous  of  par- 
ticular areas,  or  so  insensible  to  the 
advantages  of  the  county,  as  not  to  be 
ready  to  delegate  the  powers  under  this 
Bill  to  a  smaller  authority.  Although 
the  Bill  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  have  a 
widoHspreading  result,  it  is  sound  in 
ininciple,  uidl  therefore  welcome  it. 

*LoRD  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY  : 
My  Lords,  although  this  is  a  well- 
intentioned  Bill,  1  doubt  very  much 
whether  its  good  IntoBtions  will  not  be 
strangled  by  its  regulations.  I  fasT«  read 
the  Bill  from  the  point  of  view  of  an 
intending  purchaser,  and  I  would  rather 
have  to  deal  with  any  d  the  building 
societies  than  borrow  money  from  a  local 
authority  under  this  measure.  For 
instance,  a  man  who  purchases  his  house 
cannot  leave  it  for  mora  than  four  months, 
and  to  let  it  for  four  months  he  has  to 
obtain  the  sanction  of  the  local  authority. 
Again,  should  he  fail  in  any  of  his  pay- 
ments, there  is  a  chance  of  his  being 
turned  out ;  and  although  local  authorities 
under  this  Bill  are  to  be  helped 
from  the  rates  to  the  extent  of  id. 
in  the  £  in  some  districts,  and  Id.  in  the 
X  in  others,  they  are  not  certain  to  be 
able  to  make  both  ends  meet,  and  a  man 
who  invests  may  lose  his  investment 
should  he  fail  at  any  time  in  his  pay- 
ments, as  the  Bill  says  that  after  re-sale 
of  the  house  he  shall  receive  the  balance, 
if  any.  The  noble  Earl  who  introduced 
this  Bill  did  not  make  a  very  encouraging 
statement  as  to  its  origin.  He  said  it 
embodied  a  principle  which  had  been  ap- 
iffoved  in  connection  with  the  Irish  Land 
Purchase  Acts.  This  is  not  a  recom- 
mendation. He  further  stated  that  the 
noble  Marquess,  the  Marquess  ot  London- 
derxy,  who  was  at  one  time  chairman  of 
the  London  County  Goundl,  recommended 
it.  Whilst  I  am  always  ready  to  follow 
the  noble  Marquess  into  the  lobby  on 
Irish  questions,  I  decline  to  follow  him 
upon  any  matter  connected  with  the 
Metropolis,  as  I  find  that  noble  Lords 
who  sit  on  the  London  County  Council 
generaliv  come  back  to  this  House  more 
or  less  deteriorated. 

The  Marqubss  or  LONDONDERRY: 
May  I  pmat  out  to      noble  Ijord  that  I 


have  never  been  chairman  of  the  London 
County  Council  t  I  have,  however,  been 
chaimuui  of  the  London  School  Boaid. 


♦Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY  :  I 
beg  the  noble  Lord's  pardon.  The  noble 
Earl  who  introduced  this  Bill  said  that  it 
had  not  escaped  criticism.  I  have  been 
desirous  of  reading  what  has  been  said 
upon  the  Bill,  but  Sansard  has  been  so  ■ 
behindhand  this  session  that  I  cannot  find 
in  your  Lordshijp's  library  any  number  of 
Hansard  containing  the  debates  upon  this 
Bill  later  than  the  First  Reading.  I  con- 
tend that  the  Bill  is  not  for  the  benefit  of 
the  working  classes,  as  it  is  not  to  the 
interests  of  a  working  man  that  he  should 
be  tied  to  «ue  house,  but  that  the  Bill  will 
affect  a  class  of  persons  who  do  not  requice 
assistance  out  of  the  rates.  The  noble 
Earl  did  not  state  whether  this  is  a. 
Govemment  Bill  or  not.  I  assume  that 
it  is  not,  or  it  would  have  been  moved  by 
the  noble  Lord  who  usually  speaks  in  this- 
House  for  the  Local  Qovemment  Board, 
or  by  a  noble  lord  connected  with  a  de- 
partment which  has  to  deal  with  this 
country,  and  not  by  the  Under  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies.  This  Bill  is  so  compli- 
cated, and  its  study  must  have  occupied 
so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Under-Secre- 
tary that  it  quite  explains  why  he  has 
been  unable  to  read  the  '*  Commentary 
on  St.  Matthew,"  written  by  his  friend|. 
the  Solicitor-General  of  Ceylon. 


♦Lord  MONTEAGLE  :  My  Lonis,  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  the  application 
of  this  Bill  to  Ireland,  in  which  country 
the  measure  has  attracted  considerable 
interest.  We  fear  that  some  disappoint- 
ment may  be  caused  unless  certain 
ambiguities  in  the  clause  applying  the 
Bill  to  Ireland  are  cleared  up.  I  am  a 
cordial  supporter  of  the  Bill  so  far  as  it- 
goes  ;  my  only  complaint  is  that  it  does 
not  go  far  enough  in  the  case  of  Ireland. 
Nominally,  it  applies  to  Ireland,  but  it 
entirely  »ils  to  reach  a  large  and  special 
class  who  occupy  cottages  built  by  the 
local  authorities,  with  small  plots  of 
land  attached ;  and  the  question  is. 
whether  the  local  authority  should  be  em- 
powered to  sell  these  houses  to  'the  occu- 
piers as  is  proposed  in  the  case  of  dwellers- 
m  towns.  As  the  Bill  was  ori^pnidly  in- 
troduced in  the  House  of  Commons  it 
was,  as  the  noble  Earl  who  moved  th&. 
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Second  Reading  pointed  out,  intended  for 
•dwellers  in  towns,  but  was  extended 
■during  its  passage  through  the  House  of 
Commons  to  the  rural  districts.  I  wotild 
■tiierefore  venture  to  ask  the  noble  and 
leamedLordtheLordChancellorof  Ireland 
vto  consider  the  point  I  have  raised.  It  is 
•obTious  that  the  case  is  very  different 
from  that  where  the  local  authority 
iisfflsts  Uie  occupier  to  purchase  his  house 
^rom  a  private  owner,  and  different 
machinery  will  be  required  to  make  the 
Bill  applicable  to  the  class  I  refer  to.  I 
bave  called  attention  to  this  on  the  Second 
Reading  because  the  point  seems  to  be 
-such  a  special  and  peculiar  one  that  I  do 
not  think  it  can  be  de^t  with  by  an 
Amendment  in  Committee.  The  Bill  has 
attracted  considerable  attention  among 
tiie  agricultural  labourers  in  IreUmd  who 
will  he  affected  by  it,  and  I  appeal  to  the 
■Oovemment  to  hold  out  some  ho^  to 
-.them  that  the  matter  will  be  dealt  with. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
XAND  (Lord  Ashbourne)  :  My  Lords,  the 
point  mentioned  by  my  noble  friend  is  one 
of  considerable  interest  and  importance, 
.and  will  have  to  be  considered  in  the 
Committee  stage  of  the  Bill.    The  Bill,  as 
it  stands^  deab  only  with  the  purchase  of 
houses,  but  in  Ireland,  under  the  Cotta^ 
for  Labourers  Acts,  the  local  authorities 
have  been  enabled  to  build  houses  for 
labourers  with  small  holdings  of,  in  one 
>case,  half  an  acre,  and  in  other  cases  of 
-one  acre  attached.    There  are  thus  in 
Ireland  a  considerable  number  of  labourers 
who  are  tenants  in  respect  of  their  cot- 
tages of  the  local  authorities,  and  who 
'h<ud,  in  addition,  small  holdings  of  an 
jicre  and  half  an  acre  in  extent.     It  is 
obvious  that  it  will  require  much  con- 
^deration  to  adapt  the  mechanism  of  the 
Bill  to  that  cUiss  of  occupiers,  both  in 
respect  to  the  holding  of  land,  and  to  the 
purchase  of  the  cottages  from  the  local 
..authority.    One  of  the  ways  in  which  the 
•difficulty  might  be  met  would  be  if  the 
tenants  of  these  cottage  holdings  were  will- 
ing themselves  to  come  forward  with  the 
money — which  I  think  would  be  very 
rarely  the  case — for  the  purchase  of  the 
hmd,  receiving  only  an  advance  for  the 
purchase  of  tneir  cottages.    I  feel  bound 
to  say  tjiat  I  see  very  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  bringing  tms  class  of  occupiers 
within  the  purview  of  the  Bill,  but  the 
matter  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the 
■■Govemment  of  Ireland,  and  I  hare  no 

Lard  MotUeagle. 


doubt  will  be  further  considered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Eabl  SPENCER:  I  regard  the  ques- 
tion raised  by  my  noble  friend  (Lord 
Monteagle)  as  a  very  important  one,  sod 
I  am  not  quite  aware  how  the  case  now 
stands  with  regard  to  Ireland.  I  vai 
vei^  familiar  with  the  ori^nai  Act— I 
behere  I  was  partly  responmble  for  it— 
but  several  Acts  have  been  passed  since 
then.  If  the  Bill  is  to  apply  to  rural  dis- 
tricts as  well  as  to  towns,  I  maintain  that 
you  can  hardly  avoid  dealing  with  the 
plots  of  land  attached  to  cottages,  the 
owners  of  which  are  quite  as  mudi 
attached  to  their  gardens  or  small  bold- 
inm  as  to  their  houses.  I  appreciate  the 
difficulties  involved,  and  I  camiot  at  the 

S resent  moment  say  how  they  can  be 
ealt  with.  I  hope,  however,  they  will 
receive  the  consideration  of  the  wrtxa- 
ment  in  Committee. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2'^  accordingly,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  m 
Tuesday  next. 

SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  BIU.. 
Third  Reading. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Thiid  Beading 
read. 

The  DtJKE  of  WESTMINSTER:  I 
think  I  need  not  trouble  your  LordBhips 
with  any  observations  in  moving  the 
Third  Reading  of  this  BiU.  The 
Amendments  which  were  inserted  in  the 
Standing  Committee  were  of  a  verbal 
character,  and  did  not  affect  the  principle 
of  the  BiU. 

Moved,  "That  the  BiU  be  now  rwd 
3"."— (lae  Duke  of  fFeOmiiuler.) 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  I  would  ask 
your  Lordships'  indulgence  while  I  ofe 
a  few  remarks  upon  this  Bill,  which, 
trifling  as  it  may  appear,  seriously  affect* 
the  character  of  our  legislation,  and  ti» 
way  in  which  it  has  been  dealt  with  by 
your  Lordships  affects  more  or  less  the 
character  of  your  Lordships'  House.  We 
have  seen,  in  our  experifflic^  that  very 
often  important  questions  are  centred  in 
matters  whit^  in  themselves  are  trifUng 
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and  unimportant,  and  a  very  impor- 
tant  principle  is  centred  in  this  so- 
called    teiflW   Bill,    the    object  of 
which  is  to  find  seats  for  shop  girls. 
When  I  spoke  upon  the  Bill  the  other 
day  I  ventured  to  describe  it  as  a  trifling 
and  humanitarian,  rather  than  a  practical, 
measure,  and  I  would  apply  this  test  to 
this  kind  of  le^slation.    wliat  would  all 
the  great  Parliamentarians  of  the  past, 
from  I^ttt  down  to  Palmerston,  have  said 
if  the^  had  been  told  by  any  prophet  of 
their  time  that  the  day  would  come  when 
Parliament  would  take  up  such  a  question 
as  this  1    I  am  sure  uiey  would  have 
laughed  in  the  face  of  any  such  prophet, 
and  would  hare  told  him  that  he  was 
libelling  that  Parliament  of  which  they 
felt  80  proud.  I  contend  that  Parliament 
was  not  designed  for  legislation  of  this 
kind.    In  support  of  my  statement  that 
the  way  in  which  your  Lordships  have 
dealt  with  the  Bill  affects  the  character  of 
this  House,  let  me  simply  relate  the  story 
of  the  Bill.    It  was  brought  in  affecting 
Scotland  alone,  having  passed  through 
the  other  House  in   the  early  hours 
the  morning  without   derate  and 
without    discussion.     On  its  arrival 
in  this  House,  Lord  Shand  made  an  e:a»l- 
lent  speech  against  it,  and  moved  its 
rejection.     The  noble    Marquess,  the 
Prime  Minister,  also  denounced  the  Bill, 
and  said  that  if  your  Lordships  did  not 
take  care  this  legislation  would  reach  your 
own  households.     Your  Lordships  cast 
out  the  Bill,  without  a  single  Member, 
except  the  mover,  raising  a  word  in  sup- 
ped of  its  principle.     What  happened 
nextt   The  same  Kll  was  again  mtxo- 
dnced  into  the  other  House  by  Sir  John 
Lubbock,  the  only  difference  Ibeing  that 
its  principle  was  extended  to  England 
and  Wales  and  not  to  Scotland.  The 
House  of  Commons  also  passed  that  Bill 
almost  without  a  word,  and  sent  it  direct 
to  your  Lordships'  House.    Will  the  noble 
Viscount  (Viscount  Cross),  who  seems  in 
favour  of  this  legislation  by  a  little 
observation  and  cheer  which  he  just  let 
drop,  deny  that  a  measure  thus  cast  out  by 
your  Lordshipsand  ^ent  backagaindirectiv 
from  the  Commons,  in  the  manner  in  which 
this  Bill  was  returned,  is  a  slap  in  the 
facet   It  is  asU^  in.the  face  which  I 
have  never  seen  given  to  this  House  in 
my  time.   And  who  is  it  that  inflicts  this 
slap  in  the  face  upon  your  Lordships  1 
My  noble  friend,  the  Duke  of  West- 
minster.   Why  the  noble  Duke  has  taken 


this  question  up  I  do  not  know.  He> 
was  one  of  my  oldest  and  dearest  friends,, 
and  nearly  thirty  yeara  ago  we  lived  to- 
gether  in  a  cave — we  were  AduUamites. 
My  noble  friend  was  at  that  time  a  sen- 
sible man;  there  was  nothing  hysterical' 
or  humanitarian  about  him,  and  he  did! 
not  bring  in  Bills  of  this  kind.  Why 
this  change  t  It  may  be  that  no  w  m 
noble  friend  no  longer  lives  in  a  cave,  but 
resides  in  a  great  house  and  is  a  ground 
landlord,  he  thinks  that  he  has  certain 
seignorial  duties.  This  Bill,  which  your- 
Lordships  had  rejected  six  weeks  ago< 
with  ignominy,  was  passed  on  the  11th. 
of  July  by  a  majority  of  three  to  one. 
I  contend  that  l^slation  of  this  kind  is  a 
degradation  of  Parliament,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  great  regret  that  it  should  have 
been  treated  in  the  way  it  has  been  by 
your  Lordships.  It  will  prove  more: 
hurtful  than  useful.  What  has  been  the 
result  of  the  Workmen's  Conipensation 
Bill  1  Why,  at  the  Barrow  Works— I 
see  the  noble  Duke  present — no  man  is . 
admitted  over  flfty  years  of  age. 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  or  the 
COUNCIL  (Thb  Duke  op  Dkvonshibb)  : 
That  is  not  a  iaxst. 

The  Eabl  of  WEMYSS  :  Then  my 
noble  friend  should  take  care  that  no  - 
ofScial  paper  is  issued  stating  that  no  man 
is  received  over  fifty.    Has  not  the  noble 
Duke  seen  it  1 

The  Dukb  op  DEVONSHIRE:  Yes; 
I  have  seen  it.   Have  you  got  the  paper  f 


The  Eabl  of  WEMYSS :  I  have  read 


it 


The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  Have 

you  got  the  paper  1 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  No;  not  in 
my  pocket 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  That 
is  not  the  effect  of  the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  What  is 
the  effect  I  The  belief  is  that  perhaps  it 
was  found  unpopular  and  has  been  altered. 
On  the  Second  Beading,  the  Right  Rev. 
Prelate  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  said  it 
was  all  moonshine  to  say  that  this  Bill 
would  have  the  effect  of  diminishing 
wages  and  substituting  men  for  women  as 
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:  shop  assistantB ;  but  my  noble  friend  the 
Prime  MiniBter  brought  excellent  facta 

■  and  data  before  your  Lordships,  from  men 
who  know  what  they  are  talking  about, 
proving  that  this  will  be  the  result.  The 
Bill  is  full  of  inconsistency.  It  provides 
that  in  every  shop  there  shall  be  one  seat 

.  to  every  three  persons  employed.  Why 
.  is  this  to  be  done  1  Because  it  is  said 
'  that  it  is  hurtful  to  the  health  of  shop  as- 
sistants that  they  should  be  compelM  to 
.  stand.    The  Bill  will  be  worthless,  as  it 

■  does  not  provide  that  the  assistants  shall 
.  use  the  seats.  That  seems  to  me  a  great 
inconsistenoy'  in  the  Bill,  and,  as  reguds 

\the  health  w  the  shop  assistants,  let  me 
say  that  my  house  looks  out  on  the  Green 
Park,  and  I  constantly  see  these  girls,  in 
the  pouring  rain,  going  to  their  work. 
Will  anyone  tell  me  that  remaining 
in  shops  in  wet  clothes  and  wet  shoes 
and  stockings  is  not  more  hurtful  to 
them  than  ban^  compelled  to  stand  1  For 
■everyone  who  is  injured  for  want  of  a 

.-seat,  there  are  dozens  who  die  through 
wearing  wet  clothes  and  stockinss.  At 
the  rate  we  are  going  on  we  shul  have 
Viscount  Cross,  the  D%ike  of  Westminster, 

:  and  the  Bishops,  with  the  grandmotherly 
Itelp  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  in  another 
place,  brining  in  a  Shop  Girls'  Dry  Shoes 
and  Stockings  Bill.  And  if  not,  why 
not  1  It  is  to  the  principle  of  this  Bill 
that  I  object.  This  great  mother  of 
Pu'liaments  was  never  designed  to  touch 
peddling  legislation  such  as  this,  which 

:  should  be  left  to  the  instincts  of  humanity 
and  to  the  progress  of  public  opinion. 
The  action  of  your  Lordships  in  rejecting 
tiie  Bill  with  ignominy  one  day,  and 

■■  sanctioning  it  by  a  maj'ority  of  three  to 
one  six  weeks  later,  will  not  tend  to  raise 
your  Lordships'  House  in  the  estimation 

-of  the  public.  It  is  of  no  use  dividing 
upon  this  Bill,  but  as  a  matter  of  prin- 

■  ciple  and  for  my  own  conscience  X  move 
that  the  Bill  m  read  this  day  three 
months. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  To  leave  oat  *  now,'  and  add  at  the  end  of 
the  motion  'this  di^  three  months."'— The 
Lord  Wemyis  {E.  Wemyn.) 

On  question  whether  the  word  "  now  " 
shall  stand  part  of  the  motion,  resolved 
in  the  a£Brmative ;  Bill  read  3'  accord- 
ingly, with  the  Amendments,  and  passed, 
.and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

The  Earl  of  Wemyu. 


UNIVEBSITV  OF  LONDON  ACT  (1898) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Second  Rkadino. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The  DuKK  of  DEVONSHIRE:  My 
Lords,  it  has  been  found,  with  reference 
to  the  University  of  London  Act  passed 
last  year,  that,  uthough  it  was  framed  so 
as  to  recognise  the  teachers  of  Holloway 
College,  it  ha^  had  the  effect  of  prevent- 
ing that  college  from  bong  so  recognised. 
The  Commissioners  have  reported  that 
should  their  powers  be  enlarged  by 
Parliament  in  tnis  respect  they  will  have 
no  hesitation  in  recognising  this  collie. 
The  obj'ect  of  the  Bill  is  to  apply  Section  8 
of  the  University  of  London  Act,  1898, 
to  Holloway  College,  in  like  manner  as  it 
allies  to  the  South-£astem  College  at 

Moved :  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2»."— (n<  Lord  Preadetd  of  the  CotadL) 

On  Question,  agreed  ta 

Bill  read  2'  (according  to  Order),  and 
committed  to  a  Comnuttee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 


QUESTIONS. 

REORGANISATION  OF  THE  EDUCA- 
TION OFFICE. 

The  Earl  of  MOELEY:  I  rise  to 
ask  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council  i( 
in  the  reorganisation  ctf  the  Education 
Office,  it  is  intended  to  appoint  a  Principal 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Secondary  Educa- 
tion of  equal  official  status  with  the  Prin- 
ci^  Assistant  Secretaries  responsible  for 
primary  and  for  technical  education 
respectively.  Since  I  first  put  the  ques- 
tion on  the  Paper  it  has  been  answered  in 
the  House  of  Commons  in  a  way  which  ie 
altogether  satisfactory,  and  my  only 
excuse  for  again  putting  it  down  is  to 
give  my  noble  friend  the  Lord  President 
cl  the  Council  the  opportunity,  if  he 
thinka  fit,  of  making  a  statement  on  tlia 
subject,  and  somewhat  amplifying  the 
information  which  we  have  ureadr 
received.  I  will  explain  to  your  Lord- 
ships why  I  put  this  question  on  the 
Paper.   Many  of  the  secondary  aohools 
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<of  the  country,  including  the  large  public 
schoolB,  ezprrased  their  willingness  to  fall 
into  line  with  a  general  education  scheme, 
■and  they  did  so  in  the  belief  that  in  the 
Education  Office,  as  reorganised,  there 
would  be  a  Department  devoted  e:^clu- 
flively  to  what  1  may  call,  fOT  want  of  a 
lietter  name,  secondary  education  proper. 
IVhen  it  appeared  in  tne  newspapers  that 
in  the  new  organiaalaon  of  the  office  there 
would  be  two  principal  departments,  one 
for  secondary  and  one  for  primary  educa- 
tion, and  that  the  secondu'y  department 
would  be  subdivided  into  secondary 
proper  and  technical  education,  it  seemed 
to  tne  authorities  of  those  schools  that  in 
their  communications  with  the  Education 
Department,  as  reorganised,  they  would 
be  relegated  to  an  official  twice  removed 
from  the  head  of  the  Department,  instead 
■of  one  immediately  subordinate  to  him. 
I  am  informed  that  that  is  not  going  to 
be  the  case  now,  and  that  the  division  of 
the  office — we  were  informed  so  in  the 
House  of  Commons — is  to  be  tripartite, 
namely,  primary,  secondary  proper,  and 
technical  education.  The  fear  of  the 
■authorities  of  these  large  schools  and  of 
tiie  Universities  to  some  extent  was,  that 
if  a  bipartite  division  had  remained, 
secondary  education,  or  the  literary  part 
of  secondary  education,  might  have  been 
oonsiderably  prejudiced,  and  that  would 
liave  been  especially  the  case  if  the  head 
<i  the  united  Secondary  Education  Depart- 
ment had  been  one  qualified  rather  by 
his  knowledge  of  technical  than  literary 
subjects.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  labour  this  point,  but  I  venture 
to  make  this  remark,  that  if  a  double 
Arrangement  had  been  maintained,  or  if 
it  is  ever  hereafter  reverted  to,  it  seems 
to  me,  without  unduly  depreciating  the 
very  ^reat  imp(»tance  of  tcwhnical  educa- 
tion in  this  coantry,  it  is  of  paramount 
importance  to  the  best  educational  inte- 
rests the  country  that  the  head  of  the 
Secondary  Department  should  be  one  who 
is  qtialified  by  his  general  knowledge  of 
secondary  education  proper,  and  that 
technical  education  should  be,  at  any  rate, 
■only  a  branch  of  that  large  division.  I 
understand  that  the  division  of  the  new 
office  will  be  tripartite,  as  the  Schdols 
■and  Universities  desire.  I  should  like  to 
ask  my  noble  friend  the  Lord  President 
of  the  GouncQ  if  he  can  give  the  House 
some  infonni^n  with  regwd  to  the 
Departmental  Ck)mmittee  which  is  to 
anpervise  the  reorganisation  tsi  the  Edu- 


catdon  Office,  and  to  state  whether,  on 
the  Committee,  secondary  education 
proper  will  be  represented  as  well  as  the 
Treasury,  the  Education  Office,  and 
the  Science,  and  Art  Department. 

♦The  Mabqubss  of  EIPON:  My 
Lords,  perhaps  it  would  be  moxB  con- 
venient to  the  noble  Duke  if  I  were  to  put 
one  or  two  questions  to  him  before  he 
answers  the  noble  Earl,  so  that  he  may 
not  have  the  trouble  of  making  two 
speeches  on  the  same  subject.  I  do  not 
altogether  take  the  same  view  as  that 
taken  by  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat 
down.  When  the  Board  of  Education 
Bill  was  passing  through  this  House  I 
ventured  to  say  that  I  hoped  the  plan 
advocated  by  some  persons  of  dividing 
Secondary  Education  into  two  branches 
in  the  office  would  not  be  adopted.  To 
divide  the  office  into  three  bcanohes,  and 
to  cajl  one  Primary,  the  other  Secondary, 
and  the  third  Technical,  is  really  a  misuse 
of  the  vord  "  Secondary."  A  great  deal 
of  technical  education  is  quite  as  mwak 
secondary  education  as  literaiy  education. 
My  noble  friend  talked  of  secondary 
education  proper.  That  is  not  a  con- 
venient title,  but  it  shows  how  difficult 
it  ifl  to  adopt  this  division.  Surely 
the  natural  division  of  the  Educa- 
tion Office  is  into  departments  deal- 
ing with  primary  and  secondary  educa> 
tion.  My  noble  friend  has  urged  that 
this  division  should  not  be  made,  because 
literaiy  education  would  suffer.  I  entirely 
(^ee  with  my  noble  friend  in  desiring 
that  literary  education  should  not  suffer, 
but  I  confess  that  I  look  at  the  matter 
from  a  different  point  of  view.  My  fear 
is  that  if  the  new  Education  Office  is 
divided  into  tripartite  arrangements  of 
Primary,  Secondary,  and  Tecmiical  Edu- 
cation Departments,  literary  education 
will  suffer.  No  doubt  some  years  ago  the 
promotion  of  technical  education  was  a 
matter  of  urgent  importance.  It  is 
a  matter  ot  great  importance  now, 
but  in  consequence  of  the  grants  which 
were  made  —  in  the  rather  singular 
manner  we  all  remember  —  to  county 
councils  for  the  promotion  of  education 
being  confined  to  technical  education,  the 
result  has  been  to  give  a  stimulus  to 
technical  education,  as  compared  with 
literary  education,  which  is  injuring.^ 
Utter ;  and  one  of  the  great  objects 
my  noble  friend  in  his  reoiguiisation 
ought  to  be  to  put  literary  edueatitm  in 
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the  provinces  in  its  proper  position 
by  enabling  the  county  councils  to 
apply  their  funds  in  aid  of  literary 
secondary  education,  as  well  as  of  techni- 
cal secondary  education.  I  am  not  now 
speakinfi^  as  my  noble  friend  has  spoken, 
on  behau  of  the  largo  public  schools,  but 
I  believe  that  an  increasing  amount  of 
what  may  be  called  teohnioaf  educatdon  is 
being  taught  in  these  schools.  I  know 
many  University  colleges  in  the  country 
in  which  technical  education  is  being 
taught  alongside  with  literary  education. 
The  principal  University  colleges  of  the 
present  day  give  both  lands  of  education, 
and  if  you  adopt  a  tripartite  arrangement 
you  will  put  these  colleges  under  two 
difTerent  Departments.  You  will  be  per- 
petuating the  somewhat  narrow  spirit  of 
the  Science  and  Art  Department,  ^ou  will 
not  be  raising  secondary  education  and 
placing  it  on  one  equal  footing  but  you 
will  be  compelling  those  institutions  which 
recognise  the  importance  of  secondary 
education  in  all  its  branche3  to  go  to  two 
secretaries  in  the  Education  Office,  who 
will  probably  look  at  the  matter  from  a 
competitive  point  of  view,  which  is  very 
undesirable.  What  is  the  present  state 
of  things  %  You  have  confined  the  use 
which  has  been  made  of  what  we  call  in  the 
North  of  England  the  whiskymoney,orthe 
beer  money,  to  technical  education.  What 
has  been  the  consequence  1  The  meaning  of 
technical  education  has  been  stretchea  to 
almost  breaking  point,  and  anything  in  the 
world  which  is  not  Latin,  Greek,  History, 
or,  possibly,  Philosophy,  is  called  technical 
education.  This  is  a  very  unreal  state  of 
things,  and  I  would  ask  the  noble  Duke 
not  so  utterly  to  commit  himself  as  to  pre- 
clude him  from  reconsidering  this  matter. 
I  am  sure  that  if  there  is  any  danger  on 
the  side  alluded  to  by  my  noble  friend, 
there  is  also  ^reat  danger  of  literary  edu- 
cation suffenng  from  the  tripartite  ar- 
rangement. 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  thk 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
My  Lords,  I  have  already  stated  that  it  is 
impossible  to  sketch  out  completely  what 
will  be  the  organisation  of  the  future 
Education  Department  until  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  matter  has  reported.  If  my 
noble  friend  had  given  me  notice  I  could 
have  furnished  him  to-day  with  the  nunes 
of  the  members  of  the  Departmental 
Committee,  but  they  will  include  Sir 

Th^  Marqitess  of  Hipon. 


Horace  Walpole  (of  the  India  Office), 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee ;  Sir 
Greorge  Kekewich,  Secretary  of  the  Edu- 
cation Department  ;  Captain  Abney, 
principal  Assistan^Secretary  of  the 
Science  and  Art  Department ;  Mr.  Spring- 
Rice,  of  the  Treasury ;  and  Mr.  Tucker, 
principal  Assistant-Secretary  of  the  Eda- 
cation  Department.  My  noble  friend 
asked  me  whether  the  interests  of  Second- 
ary  Education  would  be  represented  on 
this  Committee.  As  the  list  of  names 
which  I  have  given  will  show,  it  is  a  purely 
Departmental  Committee  upon  which  no 
special  form  of  education  will  be  directly 
represented.  Nor  do  I  think,  looking  to 
the  duties  of  this  Committee,  which  are 
simply  to  organise  a  Department  so  as  to 
enable  it  to  dischar^  the  new  functions 
imposed  upon  it,  it  is  desirable  that  the 
Committee  should  consist  of  persons  par- 
ticularly interested  in  any  special  form  of 
education.  It  is  far  better  to  have  it 
composed  of  persons  of  great  administra- 
tive experience,  who  will  be  able  to  ascer- 
tain, so  far  as  is  necessary,  the  views  of 
the  various  educational  authorities.  I 
quite  admit,  however,  that,  although  I 
look  to  a  great  deal  of  assistance  from 
this  Committee,  there  are  certain  prin- 
ciples upon  which  educational  authoritiea 
have  a  right  to  receive  some  infcnv 
mation,  and  which  are,  perhaps,  too- 
important  to  be  left  entirely  to  the 
discretion  of  any  Committee,  however 
able  may  be  the  members  of  whom  it  i» 
comp(»^  and  I  will  endeavour  to  state, 
as  to  those  general  principles,  the  views 
which  I  entertain  as  to  the  future  organi- 
sation of  the  Department.  I  understand 
that  s<Hne  misapprehension  has  been 
caused  by  recent  appointments  which 
have  been  made  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
signation, at  the  expiration  of  his  term  ci 
service,  of  Sir  John  Donnelly,  late  Secre- 
tary oi  the  Science  and  Art  Depaitmentw 
Ajb  a  first  step  towards  bringing  t(^ther 
under  one  head  the  whole  of  the  Educa- 
tion Department,  Sir  John  Kekewich,  tho 
Secretary  ot  the  Education  Department, 
has  been  appointed  in  addition  to  tho 
position  of  Secretary  of  the  Science  and 
Art  Department,  and  two  principal 
Assistant  Secretaries  have  been  appointed 
in  respect  of  Elementary  and  Science  and 
Art  instruction  to  discharge  the  duties 
which  had  hitherto  been  discharged  by 
Sir  John  Kekewich  and  Sir  John  Don- 
nelly respectivdy.  Some  misapprehen- 
sion has  been  raised  by  these  appcnnt- 
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ments  in  the  minds  of  conductors  of 
public  schools,  who  think  that  this  is  a 
pennanent  arrangement,    and  was  in- 
tended to  place  them  in  a  subordinate 
position  under  a  Department  in  the 
nature  of  the  existing  Science  'and  Art 
Department,  but  that  misapprehension  is 
tiniounded.    This  arrangement  is  purely 
a  provisional  one  untif  the  new  Act 
comes  into  force,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  will  require  some  modification 
when,  under  the  new  Board  of  Education 
Act,  the  Board  has  to  discharge  wider 
duties  than  it  now  possesses  in  respect  of 
Secondary  Education.  Notwithstanding 
the  caution  which  has  been  given  me 
by  the  noble  Marquess  opposite,  I  have 
DO  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  am  dis- 
posed to  think  that  something  in  the 
qature  of  a  tripartite  oi^ganisation  of  the 
Department  will  be  necessaty.  How- 
erer,  in  saying  that,  I  must  not  be  tmdeiv 
stood  to  accept  the  principle  of  division 
suggested  by  the  question  of  my  noble 
friend,    who  divides    the  Board  into 
primary,  secondary,  and  technical  Educa- 
tion Departments.    That  division  takes 
no  account  whatever  of  the  Science  and 
Art  instruction  which  has  been  carried  on 
by  the  Science  and  Art  Department,  and 
which,  of  course  must  be  rantinued,  or  it 
assumes  that  the  Sdence  and  Art  teaching 
will  become  part  of  the  secondary  Educa- 
tion dividtm.   In  my   opinion,  that 
would  not  be  a  convenient  arrangement, 
and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  will 
be  necessa^  that  Scientific,  Artistic,  and 
Technical  Education  will  have  to  be  con- 
tinued to  a  great  extent  under  a  division 
similar  in  character  to  that  which  exists 
in  the  Science  and  Art  Department.  I 
quite  admit  that  there  are  duties  relating 
to  what  ray  noble  friend  has  called 
Secondary  Education  proper,  which  will, 
on  the  puaing  <^  the  Act,  be  for  the  first 
time  entrusted  to  the  Education  Departs 
ment,  and  which  could  not  be  properly 
and  advantageously  entrusted  to  such  a 
Department  as  the  present  Science  and 
Art  Department.     I  think  it  will  be 
necessary  that  a  third  division  should  be 
created,  which  will  be  independent  of, 
and  equally  responsible  to,  the  Per- 
manent  Secretary,    as    the  divisions 
charged  with  Primary  Education  and 
Science  and  Art  and  Technical  Education. 
In  all  the  speculations  which  I  have  seen 
on  the  subject-  of  -  the  organisation  of  this 
Department,  sufficient  regard  has  not  been 
had  to  the  extremely  close  connection 
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that  there  will  be  between  the  various 
divisions  of  the  Board  in  their  subordina- 
tion to  the  pennanent  head.    Schools  and 
educational  authorities  will,  I  conceive, 
have  to  deal  not  only  with  one  division, 
but  with  the  Department  as  a  whole. 
There  will  be  many  cases,  as,  indeed, 
there  are  now,  when  the  same  school  may 
have  to  communicate  with  more  than  one 
Department.    For  instan(»,  it  may  be 
that  while  the  public  schools,  great  or 
small,  will  be  mainly  concerned  with  the 
Secondary  Education   division  of  the 
Department,  they  will,  as  to  their  science 
course  of  instruction,  be  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Science  and  Art  division, 
and  it  may  very  well  be  that  the  in- 
spectors specially  attached  to  that  division 
may  be  usefully  employed  to  conduct  the 
scientific  examination  of  those  schools. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Coimty  Council, 
in  whose  name  the  noble  Marquess  oppo- 
site spoke  just  now,  will,  so  ur  as  their 
existing  work  is  concerned,  be  mainly  in 
communication  with  the  Science  and  Art 
Department  ;  but  if  future  legislation, 
as  I  hope  it  will,  enables  them  to 
assume  larger  duties  in  regard  to  what  is 
called  education  proper,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  them,  in  so  far  as  those  duties 
are  concerned,  entering  into  direct  com- 
munication with  the  Department  charged 
more  with  the  literary  side  of  secondary 
education.   I  can  assure  ^ose  who  are 
connected  with  the  great  public  schools  of 
the  country  that  there  is  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  placing  them  in  a  position  of 
undue  subordination    to  any  existing; 
authority  connected  with  the  Science  and 
Art  Department.    On  the  other  hand,  I 
do  not  think  that  any  disposition  will  be 
found  in  the  new  Department  to  check  or 
hamper  the  county  councils  in  the  direc- 
tion of  extending,  as  I  hope  they  wilt 
extend,  that  education  whicn  they  have 
given  in  certain  scientific  and  technical 
subjects  to  the  promotion  of  a  wider  and 
more  complete  course  of  secondary  educa- 
tion. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  My 
Lords,  this  is,  of  course,  a  matter  con- 
cerning the  internal  management  of  the 
Department,  and  it  will  depend  upon  the 
spirit  in  which  the  Department  is  ad- 
ministered as  a  whole.  Nothing  to  my 
mind  woiUd  be  nlore  disastrous  than  ta 
separate  these  Departments.  They  should 
constitute  practically  two  Departments. 
Iliere  is  great  fear  entertained  that  under 
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another  name  there  may  be  perpetuated 
a  system  which,  in  the  opinion  cA  a  great 
many  persons,  has  not  worked  well  up  to 
the  present.  I  am  anxious  to  impress 
upon  the  noble  Duke  that  what  is  wanted 
is  that  Secondary  Education  and  ques- 
tions connected  with  it  should  be  con- 
sidered as  a  whole,  because  I  do  not  think 
there  is  an3rlhing  more  disastrous  than 
the  severing  of  good,  sound,  general 
education  from  scientific  and  avtietic 
education.  The  practical  wOTkmg  of  the 
Department  will  depend  largely  upon  the 
kind  of  Butboritywhieh  is  exercised  by 
the  Permanent  Under  Secretary.  My 
only  reason  iae  making  these  few  observa- 
tions is  lest  by  any  chance  you  should  in 
any  way  drift  into  the  former  state  of 
th^ogs  in  this  new  Department. 

Honse  adjoamed  at  twenty  minateB 
before  Seven  o'clock,  to  Mon- 
day next,  a  quarter  befoce 
Eleven  c^elock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  Slat  July  1899. 


PBIFATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


BLACKPOOL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

Lords  .^nendmentfl  oonsideTed,  and 
agreed  to. 

BUENOS  AYBES  AND  PACIFIC  RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Head  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

LOUGHBOROUGH  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  (FINANCE)  BILL  [Lords]. 

PORT  TALBOT  RAILWAY  AND  DOCKS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

WESTON  -  SUPER  -  MARE,  CLEVEDON, 
AND  PORTISHEAD  TRAMWAYS 
COMPANY  (LIGHT  RAILWAY  EX- 
TENSIONS) BILL  [Lords]. 

WHITEHAVEN    CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 
The  Eeai  of  Kimberhy. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIOHAI 
ORDERS  (Na  9)  BILL. 

Lords   Amoklments  oonradered,  and 

agreed  to. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  ^  13)  BILL  [LonbJ. 

ELECTB87   LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (Na  13)  BILL  [Loids]. 

Eead  the  third  timej  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  upon  Monday  next. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD.  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Conunittee  od 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western  aad 
Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western  Bait 
way  Companies  Amalgamation  and 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Bailway 
Bills  [Preamble  not  jnoved  J. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  TaUa,  and  to 
be  pnnted. 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed. 
[Ka290]. 


PETITIONS. 

ELEMENTARY    EDUCATION  (DEFEC- 
TIVE AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN). 

Petition  of  the  Chiklhood  Sodety,  for 
legislation ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT.  1845. 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  law — Fnw 
Eastwood,  uid  Tyrie:  to  lie  np(m  the 

Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Werrington,  in  £avoar; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dx. 

MALTA  (POLmCAL  CONDITION). 
Return  [presented  20th  Joly]  to  be 
printed.   [No.  287.] 
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QUEEN'S  COLLEGE  (CORK). 

Copy  presented  of  Beport  of  the  Pre- 
«dent  (oT  the  Session  1898-9,  with 
Appendices  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  iqton 
ihe  Table. 

miSH  LAND  COMMISSION. 

Copy  presented  of  Keport  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  period  from  1st  April, 

1898,  to  3l8t  March,  1899  [byCommand]; 
lo  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  IS.  1890). 
Copy  presented  of  Convention  between 
-the  United  Kingdom  and  France  for  the 
Delimitation  of  tiieir  respective  P(»ses- 
ddonB  to  the  West  of  the  Niger,  and  of 
their  respective  Possessions  and  Spheres 
•of  Influence  to  the  East  of  that  Kiver. 
Signed  at  Paris,  Uth  June,  1898. 
Together  with  a  Declaration  completing 
the  same.  Signed  at  London,  2l8t  March, 

1899.  Ratifications  exchanged  at  Paris 
13th  June,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
iqmn  the  Table. 

GOVERNMENT  LABORATORY. 
Copy  presented, — of  Report  cll  the 
Principal  Chemist  upon  the  work  of  the 
'Government  Laboratory  for  the  rear 
ended  31st  March,  1899,  with  Appendices 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

<3IVIL   SERVICES  (SUPPLEMENTARY 
ESTIMATES,  1898-1900). 

Estimate  presented, — of  the  Further 
Sums  required  to  be  voted  for  the  Service 
of  the  year  ending  3l8t  Mandi,  1900  [by 
-Command] ;  Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  and  to  be  printed.   [Na  288.] 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk 
•of  the  House : — 

CHAMBER  OF  LONDON. 
Annual  Accounts  of  the  Chamberlain 
•of  London  for  the  year  1898  [by  Act] ; 
to  be  printed.   [No.  289.] 

METROPOLITAN  GAS  COMPANIES. 

Ordered,  That  the  Select  Conunittee  on 
Metropotitao  Gas  Companies  have  leave 
to  sit  To-morrow,  notwithstanding  the 
Adjournment  erf  Uie  House. — {Sir  James 

SEAMEN  AND  MARINES  (PENSIONS). 

Return  ordered,  "  showing — 

A — Number  of  seamen  and  marines, 
according  to  latest  returns,  in  re- 


ceipt of  the  5d.  a  day  Greenwich 
Age  Pension,  and  of  those  eligible 
on  account  of  age  and  character 
but  who  have  not  yet  been 
awarded  it ;  to  include  men  pen- 
sioned  for  lue  on  account  of  injOry 
or  disability. 

B.  — Number  of  seamen  and  marinesi 

according  to  latest  Returns,  in 
receipt  of  the  increased  age  pension 
of  9d.  a  day,  and  of  those  eligible 
on  account  of  age  (viz.,  65)  and 
character,  but  who  have  not  yet 
been  awutled  it. 

C.  — Total  annual  cost  of 

pensions  in  force   £ 

Capitalised  estimated 
value  of  the  pensions 
in  force,  supposing 
them  to  represent  2f 
per  cent,  on  a  sum 
invested  in  Govern- 
ment Securities  £ 

D.  — Estimated  annual  offi- 

cial cost  of  payin;g  such 
pensicms   X 

£. — Approximate  number  of  seamen 
and  marines  who  entered  before 
1878,  when  the  number  of  age 
pensions  was  by  Order  in  Council 
limited  to  7,500,  and  the  approxi- 
mate years  in  which  they  will 
attain  the  age  of  65  : — 

1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 

F. — ^Average  number  of  deaths  during 
the  past  three  years  amongst  the 
pensioners  in  receipt  of  the  age  and 
increased  age  pension8.''-H[£0n/ 
Charles  Beres/ml^ 
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LONDON  (EQUALISATION  OF  RATES) 
ACT,  1894  (A?coimtB  nnder  Section  1  (7) 
.  of  the  Act). 

Return  ordered,  "showing,  according 
to  the  Accounts  for  the  twelve  months 
preceding  the  31st  day  of  March,  1899, 
furnished  to  the  Local  (Jovemment  Board 
under  Section  1  (7)  of  the  London  (Equal- 
isation of  Rates)  Act,  1894, — 

(1)  The  sanitary  authorities  to  whom 

payments  under  the  Act  were 
made  in  the  year  by  the  Lon- 
don County  Council ; 

(2)  The  total  unount  of  the  sums  so 

paid  to  every  such  authority ; 

(3)  The  total  amount  of  the  expenses 

incurred  by  every  such  autho- 
rity (a)  under  the  Public 
Health  (London)  Act,  1891 
(including  expenses  of  scaven- 
ging street)  J  (b)  in  respect  of 
lighting ;  and  (c)  in  respect  of 
streets  (other  than  the  ex- 
penses of  scavenging) ;  and 

(4)  The  amount  expended  by  each 

authority  under  each  of  the 
above  headings  out  of  the  sums 
paid  to  such  authority  under 
the  Act"— (Mr.  T.  fT.  BtisselL) 

LOCAL  TAXATION  LICENCES.  1898-9. 

Return  ordered,  "of  the  «notmt  re- 
ceived in  respect  of  each  administrative 
county  and  county  borough  in  England 
and  Wales  for  Local  Taxation  Duties  and 
Penalties,  under  the  Local  Grovemment 
Act,  1888,  in  the  year  ended  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1899."— (il/r.  T.  W. 
llitmU.) 

POOR  RELIEF  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES). 

Return  ordered,  *'  of  Statement  of  the 
amount  expended  for  In-maintenanoe  and 
Out-door  Relief  in  England  and  Wales 
during  the  half-yeur  ended  Lady  Day, 
1899 : " 

"  And  similar  Statement  for  the  half- 
year  ending  Michaelmas,  1899."— (^r.  7. 

LOCAL    TAXATION    (ENGLAND)  AC- 
COUNT, 1898-9. 

Return  ordered,  "  showing,  in  respect 
of  the  financial  year  ended  the  Slst  day 
of  March,  1899  (1)  the  total  amount  of 
the  Local  Taxation  Licenses  and  Estate 
Duty  paid  into  the  Local  Taxation  (Eng- 


land) Account,  and  the  amounts  paid  out 
of  such  Licenses  and  Estate  Duty  to,  or 
on  behalf  of,  the  council  of  each  admintB- 
trative  county  and.  county  borough ;  {2} 
the  amounts  paid  out  of  the  proceeds 
the  Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise) 
Duties  to  each  police  authority  in  aid  of 
police  pension  funds;  and  (3)  the  amounte 
paid  out  of  the  residue  of  the  proceeds  of 
those  Duties  to  the  council  of  each  adminis- 
trative county  and  county  borough."— 
{Mr.  T.  W.  BusseU.) 

FLEETS  (GREAT  BRITAIN  AND 
FOREIGN  COUNTRIES). 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  Fleets 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Russia,  Germany, 
Italy,  United  States  of  America,  and 
Japan,  distinguishing :  Battleships,  built 
and  building ;  Cruisers,  built  and  build- 
ing ;  Coast  Defence  Vessels,  built  and 
building ;  Torpedo  Vessels,  Torpedo  Boa; 
Des^yers,  and  Torpedo  Boats^  built  and 
building." 

"  Return  to  show  date  of  launch,  dis* 
placement,  and  armaments  reduced  to  one 
common  scale  (in  continuation  of  Pariia- 
mentary  Paper,  No.  206,  of  Session  1898).' 

—{Sir  Charles  Dilke.) 


QUESTIONS, 


ROYAL  MARINE  ARTILLERY  EXAMI- 
NATIONS. 

Sir  J.  COLOMB  (Yarmouth):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  candidates  for  commissions  in  the 
Royal  Marine  Artillery  have  to  pass, 
previous  to  joining  the  Roy^  Naval 
College,  the  same  examinations  as  candi- 
dates for  commissions  in  the  Royal  Artil- 
lery and  Engineers  have  to  pass,  previous 
to  joining  tne  Royal  Military  Academy, 
Woolwich  ;  could  he  state  how  much  time^ 
is  subsequently  spent  in  studies  and  in- 
struction at  the  Royal  Naval  Collie,  the 
gunnery  ship  "Excellent,** and  at  head- 
quarters before  the  whole  course  of  artil- 
lery training  at  the  public  cost  is  com- 
pleted ;  miether,  during  tha  whole 
course  of  their  professional  career,  these 
officers  have  to  undergo  various  re- 
trainings and  examinations  in  order  to 
secure  continuous  efficiency  ;  u  he 
aware  that  no  officer  of  the  Ro^ 
Navy  has  yet  passed  the  Woolwich, 
advanced  artillery  class,  while  certain 
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.•officers  of  the  Boyal  Marine  Artillery 
have  done  so^  and  hold  the  p.a.c.  certi- 
'£cate;  why  it  is  the  Admiralty  do  not 
now  utilise,  as  formerly,  the  scientific, 
technical,  and  mactical  artillery  know- 
ledge of  the  Royal  Marine  Artillery 
•officers,  acquired  at  the  expense  of  the 
•State,  hy  employing  them  on  committees 
•or  in  posts  of  administration  specially 
concerned  with  naval  ordnance  and  the 
■artillery  service  of  the  fleet ;  whether  he 
proposes  to  fully  esqplain  to  the  House, 
when  in  Committee  on  the  Navy  Esti- 
mates, the  reasons  of  the  Admiralty  in 
.generally  excluding  from  duties  they  are 
:  specially  trained  to  fulfil  the  officers  of 
this  bran<^  of  the  naral  service ;  and 
what  is  the  policy  of  the  Ajcbniralty  in 
respect  of  the  use  and  application  of  this 
.artulery  corps. 

The  FIBST  LORD  or  ths  ADMI- 
ItALTY  (Mr.  G.  J.  Goschen,  St. 
•George's,  Hanover  Square)  :  The  answer 
to  the  first  question  is  "  Yes,"  and  to  the 
second  question,  "  Three  and  a-half  years." 
Officers  of  the  Royal  Marine  Artillery 
-are  required  to  re  qualify,  and  to  pass  the 
usiial  examinations  for  promotion,  but 
these  officers,  unless  they  are  ^nnery 
instructors,  are  never,  during  their  whole 
period  of  service^  re-qualified  in  the  Naval 
■Gunnery  Schools.  The  Admiralty  have 
not  considered  it  necessary  to  allow  naval 
officers  to  go  through  the  conrse  referred 
■to;  but  three  officers,  R.M.A.,  have 
passed  the  Artillery  GoUege.  With  re- 
ference to  the  last  three  questions,  there 
is  no  system  or  policy  of  exclusion  such 
as  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  suggests, 
.and  a(»ordinely  I  have  no  reasons  to  give. 
For  examju^,  three  Marine  Artillery 
•officers  are  employed  in  the  ordnance 
factories.  The  object  of  this  viduable 
•CQT^  is  to  take  their  share  in  the  artillery 
•duties  generally  connected  with  the  fleet ; 
ioT  example,  they  are  specially  employed 
in  ships  where  there  are  the  larsest  guns. 
They  are  not  sent  to  the  snudler  ships. 
-As  regards  the  purely  scientific  side,  tae 
3ion.  and  gallant  Member  should  bear  in 
mind  that  scientific  matters  relating  to 
-ordnance  questions,  both  naval  and 
military,  are  mainly  dealt  with  by  the 
War  Department. 

TRAINING  SHIP  TO  VISIT 
STORNOWAY. 

Mb.  W£IB  Oloss  and  Gromartv):  I 
1>Qg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 


ralty whether  arrangements  can  be  mo^ 
for  a  training  ship  to  visit  Stomoivay  this 
yeu-. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  A  visit  to  Stomoway 
is  included  in  the  programme  of  the 
ensuing  cruise  of  the  "  Nort^mpton." 

SUGAB  FOB  THE  NAVY. 
COLONEL  MILWARD  (Warwick, 
Stratford-on-Avon) :  I  beg  to  Jisk  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether,  in 
ordering  sugar  for  consimiption  in.  the 
^avy,  preference  is  given  to  colonial 
grown  and  British  refined  sugar. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S:) : 
The  reply  is  in  the  affirmative.  British 
refined  sugar  only  is  used  in  liaval 
hospitals  and  for  the  manufacture  of 
soluble  chocolate.  Since  1892  cane  su^r 
only  has  been  bought  for  the  use  of  me 
fleet. 

VOLUNTEER  SERGEANT  INSTRUC- 
TORS AND  RECRUITING. 

Mr.  ARNOLD -FORSTER  (Belfast, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  it  is  intended  ito 
enforce  the  recently-issued  order  by  w^ich 
sergeant  instructors  of  Volunteers  are 
compelled  to  act  as  recruiters  for  the 
Army  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that,  despite 
the  pledge  given  by  the  Secretary  State 
for  War  to  the  affect  that  non-commis- 
sioned officers  shall  not  be  taken  away 
from  the  work  of  the  corps  to  which  they 
are  attached,  non-commissioned  officers  so 
attached  have,  in  fact,  been  taken  away 
from  the  work  of  their  corps,  and  have 
been  ordered  to  undertake  recruiting 
duties  at  a  distance  from  headquarters 
without  their  own  commanding  offij:»rB 
being  consulted  or  even  infonnod ; 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
was  correctly  informed  when  he  stated 
that  whereas  135  Volunteer  instructors 
obtained  only  fifteen  recruits,  one 
instmctor  alone  obtained  nineteen 
recruits ;  and  whether  it  is  the  fact  that 
the  nineteen  recrtuta  in  question  were 
actually  re-engaged  telegraphists  belong- 
ing to  the  Reserve. 

•The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  WYNDHAM, 
Dover) :  The  order  referred  to  wAa  a 
memorandum  sent  to  General  Officers 
Commanding  Districts  instructing  them 
as  to  the  use  of  the  staff  at  their  (usposal 
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for  recruiting.  Part  of  that  staff  consists 
of  the  sergeant-instructors  of  Volunteers. 
Ko  new  obligiUion  is  imposed  by  the 
memorandum,  which  refers  to  rules  that 
have  been  in  force  atuce  1881.  The 
Yohinteer  Regulations  lay  down  that  a 
sergeant-instructor  is  not  to  be  employed 
away  from  his  station  without  the  consent 
of  his  commanding  officer,  nor  should 
any  instructor  be  permitted  to  neglect  his 
work  with  his  corps  for  the  sake  of 
recruiting  duties.  No  case  of  such 
ne^ect  has  been  brought  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State's  notice.  In  reply  to  the 
iJuird  paragraph,  the  statement  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  was  correct ;  but 
it  differed  from  the  figures  in  the 
question,  as  he  stud  that  134  Volunteer 
sergeants  had  raised  seventeen  recruits. 
The  nineteen  recruits  raised  by  one  other 
sergeant  did  belong  to  the  Telegraph 
Reserve  or  the  Post  Office  Corps. 

Mr.  ARN0LI>-F0RST£R:  Is  it  in- 
twded  to  enforce  the  instruction  ? 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  General 
Officers  have  been  reminded  of  their  duties 
as  laid  down  in  the  Regulations,  and  it 
is  naturally  expected  that  they  will  act 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
memorandum. 

WINCHESTER  RIFLE  RANGE. 
Mr.  MYERS  (Winchester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  will  state  what  steps  are  being  taken 
to  provide  a  rifle  range  for  the  City  of 
AVinchester  and  neighbourhood. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  had  hoped  to  establish  a  range  at 
Chilcomb,  but  the  price  demanded  for  the 
land  was  so  high  that  the  proposed  range 
has  had  to  be  abandoned. 

ENLISTMENTS  INTO  THE  ARMY 
AND  MILITIA. 

Oensral  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham)  =  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  has  any  objection  to  state 
the  number  of  men  who  have  enlisted  into 
the  Army  and  Militia  respectively  this 
year  as  compared  with  the  same  period 
last  year. 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Up  to  the  30th 
June  17,434  men  had  enlisted  for  the 
regular  Army  and  21,268  had  joined  the 
Militia  as  against  17,789  and  22,440  re- 
spectively for  the  same  period  of  1898. 


The  enlistments  stated  above  do  not  inr 
dude  1,700  men  for  Colonial  Corps  as 
against  780  last  year. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

General  RUSSELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the- 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  regular  Army  and  Militia  ar» 
at  this  moment  up  to  the  lull  establish* 
ments  voted  by  Parliament ;  and,  if  no^ 
how  many  men  are  defident  in  each  ser- 
vice respectively. 

♦Me.  WYNDHAM :  On  the  Ist  July 
the  Army  was  16,884,  the  Militia  19,236 
below  the  establishments  voted.  The  hon. 
and  galltttit  Member  will  recollect  that  bi> 
far  as  the  Army  is  concerned  the  estimates- 
for  this  year  and  for  last  year  were  pre- 
sented to  Parliament  in  a  new  form, 
which  gives,  not  the  establishment  forthft 
year  in  question,  but  the  tiltimate  esta- 
blishment to  be  reached  when  the  pro- 
grammes of  1897,  1898,  and  1899  sbaU 
have  been  completed,  and  that  the  dat» 
anticipated  for  that  completion  is  the  yeu- 
1901-2. 

RANSOMS  PAID  TO  BRIGANDS. 

Mr.  PIERPOINT  (Warrington) :  I  b^ 
to  ask  the  Under  Seicretaiy  of  State  for 
Foreign.  Affiiirs  what  were  the  dates  of 
the  payments  of  the  ransoms  of  Colonel 
Synge,  who  was  captured  by  brigandls 
near  Sajtmika  in  February,  1880,  and  oC 
Mr.  Suter,  who  was  captured  by  brigands- 
near  Salonika  in  April,  1881  ;  what  were 
the  respective  amounts  in  English  money; 
and  on  what  grounds  these  ransoms  of 
two  English  subjects  were  paid  out  of 
the  suriMus  of  the  Cyprus  tribute  instead 
of  out  of  the  English  Treasury  ;  whethw 
the  money  so  paid  is  re^rded  as  a  loan, 
to  the  Ei^lish  Treasury  from  the  surplus 
of  the  Cy^ma  tribute ;  and  whether  in- 
terest thereon  is  paid  into  the  said  surplus- 
fund. 

*The  under  SECRETARYofSTATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  fewi>- 
BiCK,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  Colonel  Synge's 
ruisom  was  pud  March  31stf  1880;  Mr. 
Suter's  May  26th,  1881.  As  will  be  seen 
from  the  Blue  Book,  Turkey,  No.  11 
1881),  page  39,  the  amount  of  the 
ormer  ransom  was  £10,835  4s.  3d. ;  that 
of  the  latter  X13,636.  The  grounds  on 
which  these  ransoms  were  paid  out  of  tho 
surplus  of  the  Cyprus  tribute  will  bo 
seen  from  Earl  Granville's  d^apatdi^tliA 
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Earl  of  Duffarin  of  S^ttember  26th,  1881 
(Turkey,  Na  11,  1881,  page  39).  The 
answer  to  the  remaanuig  part  of  the  ques- 
tion u  in  the  negative. 

TOULON  MAGAZINE  EXPLOSION. 

Admiral  FIELD  (Suasex,  Eastbourne) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretarjr  ci 
Stato  for  Foreim  Afiiurs  whetbw  our 
Ambassador  at  Paris  can  be  requested 
to  aaonrtain  and  i^Kst  as  to  the  recent 
diaastnxu  ezplofuon  of  the  magazine  at 
Toakm ;  the  causes  of  the  said  explorion ; 
the  nature  of  the  high  explosives  stored 
there  ;  the  amount  or  weight  of  contents 
of  magazine ;  the  distance  of  magazine 
from  the  dockyard ;  and  the  number  of 
lives  lost  and  nouses  destroyed,  the  area 
of  destruction,  and  the  amount  of  damage 
done  in  or  to  the  dockyard  and  town ; 
and  whethm*  the  French  authorities  con- 
templato  re^recting  the  magazine  on  the 
old  site,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  removed 
to  a  greater  distance  from  the  town  and 
dock^od,  tocher  with  imy  oUier  infor- 
matmn  tendmg  to  elucidate  the  mystery 
of  the  explosion',  for  our  bettor  intormv 
tion  and  guidance  in  the  construction  and 
position  of  magazines  in  this  country. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Her  Majesty's 
Ch>vemment  are  fully  alive  to  the  import- 
ance of  obtaining  full  information  as  to 
the  cause  of  such  an  explosion  as  occurred 
at  Toulon.  A  report  has  been  obtained, 
but  any  information  of  this  character 
rdating  to  forewi  arsenals  is  necessuily 
regarded  as  conndentiaL 

Admiral  FIELD:  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  allow  me  to  look  at  it  1 

No  answer  was  given. 

PARLIAMENTARY   PAPERS -SAMOA- 
ALASKA  BOUNDARY  DISPUTE. 

Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo^  S.) :  I  bee  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  Stato  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  he  can  state  when  papers  deal- 
ing with  recent  events  in  Samoa  will  be 
presented  to  Parliament ;  and  whether  it 
18  intended  to  place  any  papers  upon  the 
table  of  the  House  before  the  end  of  the 
Session  relating  to  the  disputes  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada  over  the 
Alaska  boundary  question  and  other 
matters  of  contention  between  the  two 
eountries. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  No  papers  with 
r^gpad  to  Samoa  can  be  presented  until 


the  full  RqMut  of  the  GommiBnon  been 
received.  It  is  believed  that  tbo  Conunis- 
sion  will  shortly  leave  Saipcw.  With  re- 
gard to  the  second  pacegraph  of  the  ques- 
tion the  negotiations  on  the  Alaska 
Boundary  question  are  still  in  progress, 
and  it  would  not  therefore  be  practicable 
to  lay  any  papers  on  the  subject  before 
the  House  at  the  present  time. 

THE  RAMSGATE  HARBOUR 
MASTERSHIP. 

Lord  CHARLES  BKRESFORD 
(York) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Irade  whether  he  will  post*, 
pone  for  a'  short-  time  -the  question  of 
filling  up  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Captain  Jones,  the  harboiur 
master  at  Raiosgate,  so  as  to  afford  an 
opportunity  of  propceals  being  submitted 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  dealing  with 
the  whole  question  at  the  future  arrange- 
ments oS  Bamsgate  harbour. 

The  president  of  thb  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  What- 
ever may  be  the  futiu'e  in  store  for  Rams- 
gate  harbour,  a  harbour  master  will  be 
necessary,  and  as  it  is  ve^  undesirable 
that  this  post  should  remain  vacant  for 
any  lengthened  period  I  propose  to  make 
the  appointment  without  delay, 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHEB  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  Has  my  right  hon.  friesd  con- 
sidered as  an  alternative  the  desirability 
of  making  an  interim  arrangement  for  the 
duties  of  the  post  to  w  earned  out, 
pending  the  settlement  of  the  whole 
question  as  to  the  future  t 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  feel  bound  to  get 
the  best  man  I  can,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
desirable  to  delay  filling  the  office. 

BOY  SAILORS  FOR  THE  NAVY  AND 
MERCANTILE  MARINE. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Oloocestei^ 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Presidrat  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  whether 
the  scheme  with  r^ard  to  boy  sailors, 
introduced  by  him  into  the  Merchant 
Shipping  (Mercantile  Marine  Fund)  Act 
of  last  year,  appears  likelv  to  prove  a 
&ilure ;  and,  if  so,  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  admitted  importance  of  the  subject 
he  intends  to  propose  any  modification 
the  scheme. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  As  the  scheme  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet-r^ers  <»1y 
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came  into  operation  on  the  Ist  April,  I 
think  it  would  be  premature  to  say 
definitely  whether  it  is  likely  to  prove  a 
success  or  a  failiu^.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  propose  any  modification  of  it. 

SCHOOL  REGISTERS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Mr,  CEOMBIE  (Kincardineshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 
he  has  considered  the  difficulties  which 
will  be  imposed  on  teachers  in  keeping 
the  register  of  the  school  in  conformity 
with  the  requirements  of  Article  19,  £  1, 
of  the  new  code,  which  necessitates  a 
constant  watch  for  all  children  paasine 
their  seventh  and  tenth  birthdays ;  and 
whether  he  could  substitute  one  average 
grant  for  all  children  up  to  ten  years 
old,  instead  of  the  two  grants  of  ISs.  and 
208.  for  children  of  seven  years  and  ten 
years  respectively. 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  Tne  new 
code  very  greatly  lessens  the  complica- 
tion of  the  returns  required,  and  it  is  not 
oonsidered  by  the  Department  that  the 
condition  referred  to  imposes  any  undue 
burden  on  the  teachers.  The  alternative 
suggested  would  cause  financial  difficulty, 
and  is  inexpedient  from  an  educational 
point  of  view. 

MINOR  LIGHTHOUSES  AND  BRIDGES 
IN  SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is 
^ted  in  a  memorandum  by  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  on  page  6  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  Report,  that 
fresh  legislation  seems  to  be  required  to 
secure  the  maintenance  of  minor  light- 
houses and  bridges  unfit  for  cart  traffic, 
will  he  state  whether  any  arrangements 
have  yet  been  made  by  which  these  minor 
lighthouses  and  bridges  may  be  prevented 
from  falling  into  decay  ;  and,  if  not,  will 
he  state  what  action  it  is  proposed  to  take 
in  the  matter. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  nothing  to  add 
to  the  reply  given  by  me  to  the  hon. 
Member  a  week  ago. 

Mr.  weir  :  Am  I  to  understand 
that  nothing  is  to  be  done  1 

♦Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  If  the 
hon.  Member  would  further,  instead  of 


opposing,  the  Congested  Districts  Board 

BiU,  something  might  be  done. 

PORTMAHOMACK  HARBOUR. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Loid 
Advocate  whether  the  Secretary  Ux 
Scotland  is  aware  that  the  oonstmctiond 
a  light  railway  between  Feun  and 
Fortmahomack,  for  which  he  granted  i 
certificate  some  time  back,  is  in  great 
measure  dependent  on  Fortmahomack 
Harbour  being  so  improved  as  to  be  avail- 
able for  moderate-sized  boats  at  all  states 
of  the  tide ;  and  will  be  take  tiiis  point 
into  consideration  with  a  view  to 
approachiiu;  the  Treasury  for  a  grant 
in  aid  of  the  improvement  of  the 
harbour. 

♦Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  I  have 
already  informed  the  hon.  Member  as  to 
the  conditions  under  which  the  SoCTetaiy 
for  Scotland  would  be  disposed  to  recom- 
mend a  grant  to  Treasury,  in  respect  of 
Fortmahomack  Harbour. 

PEDDIESTON  SCHOOL  WATER 
SUPPLY. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 

Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  fa:t  that, 
on  the  27th  of  June  last,  it  was  stat«d 
that  the  material  required  for  completing 
the  contract  for  conducting  water  to  the 
Feddieston  Public  School  and  the  fana 
towns  of  Ardivall  and  Muirton  (Black 
Isle)  was  expected  by  the  local  authority 
to  be  received  during  the  week,  will  he 
state  whether  progress  is  now  being  made 
with  the  work,  and  when  it  is  expected  to 
be  complete. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  Yes. 
Sir,  progress  is  being  made,  but  I  am  not 
prepared  to  fix  an  exact  day  and  say 
that  the  work  will  be  completed  on  that 
day. 

STORNOWAY  PRISON, 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  having  re^d  to  the  fact  that 
the  protMt  of  the  Robs  and  Croamty 
County  Council  against  the  propcnal  to 
diacOTitinue  Stomoway  Prison,  and  convert 
it  into  licensed  police  cells,  has  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  for  some  time,  will  he  state 
when  a  decision  of  the  subject  may  be 
expected ;  and,  if  a  decision  has  already 
been  arrived  at,  will  he  state  its  nature. 
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♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  The 

■  Secretary  for  Scotland  has  already  in- 
formed the  County  Council  of  Ross  and 
Cromarty  that,  after  full  consideration, 
he  has  decided  for  the  present  not  to  dose 

•Stomoway  Prison. 

POOR  RELIEF  IN  SCOTLAND. 
Me.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  whether,  in  view 

•of  the  petitions  which  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Commons  in  favour 

-of  the  repeal  of  the  37th  section  of  the 
Poor  Law  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in 

•Scodand,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  will 

-oonsider  the  expediency  of  introducing 
l^slation  on  the  subject  early  next 

.-session. 

*Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 

■  Secretary  for  Scotland  has  no  informa- 
tion as  to  petitions  which  are  presented  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  in  any  case 
he  is  not  prepared  to  come  under  an  obli- 

.£ation  about  l^islation  for  next  session 
■St  the  present  tmie. 

DEER  FOREST  RETURN. 

Mr.  WEm:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  when  the  Deer 
JForest  Return,  which  was  granted  on 
14th  March  Ust^  w^ill  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

•Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
Return  will  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  in  the  course  oi  a  few  days. 

GOATS  AND  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  (Middlesex,  Hom- 

isey) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  has 

■observed,  from  the  memorandum  included 
in  the  Report  of  the  Delegates  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  Inter- 
national Congress  on  Tuberculosis,  that 

.goats  are  stated  to  .be  refractoiy  to 
tuberculosis  infection  ;  whether  he 
is   aware    that,    owing  to  difficulties 

■connected  with  the  supply  of  milk  by 
farmers,  the  rural  poor  are  in  the  main 
dependent  upon  goats  for  their  milk 

■supply ;  and  whether  he  is  disposed  to 
recognise  the  importance  of  the  produc- 
tion and  use  of  goats'  milk  in  the  arrange- 
ments and  regulations  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture. 

♦The  president  of  the  BOARD 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 


pool, West  Derby) :  I  have  seen  the 
memorandiun  to  which  my  hon.  frieiid 
refers^  and  although  I  could  not  associate 
myself  with  so  strong  a  statement  <A  the 
position  in  regud  to  the  supply  of  goat's 
milk  as  that  contiuned  in  the  second 
paragraph  of  his  question,  I  shall  always 
be  happy  to  do  anything  in  my  power  to 
promote  its  production,  consistently  with 
my  statutory  obligations  under  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 


THE  MENTAL  CONDITION  OF 
CONVICTS. 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottinghamshire,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  in  what  manner 
medical  evidence  as  to  the  sanity  or  in- 
sanity of  a  convict  is  taken  by  the  Crown ; 
is  there  a  printed  form  of  questions  to  be 
answered ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  lay  a  copy 
of  the  form  upon  the  Table  of  the  House ; 
whether  the  medical  opinion  sought  is 
confined  to  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of 
mind  and  responsibility  of  the  convict  at 
the  date  of  the  criminal  act ;  and  whether 
a  statement  of  the  ascertained  family 
history  of  a  convict  suspected  of  inherited 
insanity  is  included  in  the  evidence  on 
which  medical  opinion  is  required. 

»The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
The  discretion  of  the  medical  men,  whose 
opinion  is  obtained  by  me  from  time  to 
tune  with  regard  to  the  mental  condition 
of  convicts  is  not  restricted  in  any  way 
by  a  form  of  questions.  In  the  case  of 
inqiury  into  the  mental  condition  of  a 
convict  under  sentence  <^  de^  I  proceed 
in  accordance  with  Section  2  of  the 
Criminal  Lunatics  Act  of  1884,  which 
says  that  the  doctors  when  appointed 
"  shall  forthwith  examine  such  prisoner 
and  inquire  as  to  his  insanity,"  and  shall 
then  report  in  writing  to  me.  It  is 
obWous  that  any  medical  man  in  forming 
an  opinion  on  a  question  of  this,  kind 
must  take  into  consideration  a  convict's 
family  history,  and  all  available  evidence 
on  this  point  is  always  placed  before  .the 
medical  men  charged  with  the  inquiry. 
They  are  expected  to  report  on  au  the 
aspects  of  the  case,  including  the  past 
mental  history  of  the  convict  as  well  as 
his  state  of  mind  when  the  crime  was 
committed  and  at  the  trial. 
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COTTAGE   HOMES   SELECT  COM- 
MITTEE. 

Ma.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberland, 
Tynedde) :  I  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Local  GoTernment  Board  why 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Cottage 
Homes  Select  Committee  has  not  yet  been 
published,  and  when  it  will  be  published. 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  I  hope  it  will  be 
ssued  within  the  next  few  days. 

EDINBURGH  CASTLE. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Woheb  whether  he  has 
yet  been  able  to  make  arrangements  under 
which  Edinburgh  Castle  will  be  kept  open 
f (nr  inspection  bv  the  public  on  ^turday 
•Itemoon  unm  a  later  hour  than  at 
present. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St. 
Augustine  s) :  Yes,  Sir.  The  new  ar- 
rangement is  now  in  force,  and  will  be 
tried  experimentally  during  the  summer 
both  at  Edinfauigh  Castle  and  at  Holyrood 
Palace. 

VOLUNTEERS   IN    THE  POSTAL 
SERVICE. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
mastei^Geneial,  if,  in  view  of  his  promise 
on  11th  August  last,  he  has  looked  into 
the  matter  of  Yolimteers  employed  on 
what  is  known  as  the  minor  establish- 
ment of  the  Post  Office ;  and  if  he  is  now 
prepared  to  allow  them  the  same  privi- 
lege as  is  accorded  to  the  employees  on 
what  is  known  as  the  major  establishment 
of  attending  the  camp  at  Aldershot  with- 
out being  the  losers  either  monetarily  or 
in  time  deducted  from  vacation. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
the  treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  I  have  made  further  inquiry  into 
this  matter,  and  I  find  that  every  facility 
consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  public 
service  is  given  to  all  grades  of  Post  Office 
employeea  to  attend  annual  camps  of 
exercise ;  and  in  a  large  number  ol  cases 
the  men  are  enabled  to  attend  without 
expense  to  themselves.  I  think  that  the 
existing  arrangements  are  sufficiently 
liberal,  and  that  it  would  not  be  justifiable 
to  increase  the  charge  which  now  falls  on 


public  funds.   I  do  not  consider  tiiat  th»> 

f>ractice — if  it  exists— of  allowing  spedaL 
save  to  officers  (rf  the  upper  nu£s  of  the 
service  for  the  purpose  oi  attending 
camp  shotdd  be  continued.  Suchabeencfr 
shoiild  count  as  part  of  the  officer's 
ordinary  vacation. 

ILKESTON  POSTMEN'S  GRIEVANCESl 

Mr.  STEADMAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretfuy  to  the  Treasmy,  as  repnaaa^ 
ing  the  Postmaster-General,  if  aoy  de» 
cision  has  yet  been  come  to  cm  thft 
memorial,  dated  Mardi  last,  (rf  six  ^\ket<bam 
postmen  ai^ng  for  pajrment  of  a  £  pjn. 
to  6  p.m.  coUeodan  duty,  which  they  do-  i 
in  Totadon  and  for  which  they  han- 
received  no  remuneration  for  six  years. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  It  appears  on  iiH 
quiry  that  the  application  referred  to> 
.was  made  to  the  local  postmaster  in  April 
last,  and  the  postmen  were  then  informed 
by  him  that  the  arrangements  at  Ukestou 
were  under  revision,  and  that  their  com-  I 
plaint  would  receive  attention.  It  has  ' 
not  yet  been  practicable  to  complete  tha 
revision  ;  but  the  duties  of  the  poetmMi 
in  question  are  now  being  tested,  and 
shoiUd  it  appear  that  there  has  been  any 
deficiency  in  the  past  payments  for 
Sunday  duty,  care  \nll  be  taken  that  the 
postmen  receive  the  amounts  properly 
due  to  them  for  the  woric.  ' 

NORWICH  POSTMEN'S  STRIPES. 

Mr.  STEADMAN :  I  beg  to  ask  Uifr 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster-GeneriU,  if  he  esn 
explain  the  reason  for  the  delay  whidi 
prevails  in  the  matter  of  awarding  stripes, 
earned  by  Norwich  postmen  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  thirty  Norwich  men  an 
awaiting  stripes,  some  of  them  for  a 
period  of  two  years  ;  and  whether  he  will 
consent  to  reconsider  the  case  of  two  mea 
(Woodhouse  and  Saunders)  whose  col- 
leagues feel  that  stripes  due  to  them  haT» 
been  harshly  withheld  for  offences  <d  a 
very  trivial  character. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  My  attention  hat- 
been  called  to  the  case  of  these  postmen 
by  m^  two  hon.  friends  the  MeoKtcffs  for 
Norwich.  As  I  have  abeady  explained  j 
to  them,  considerable  delay  has  occurred 
in  dealing  with  the  cases  of  the  postmea  I 
referred  to  in  the  first  part  of  the  ques- 
tion owing  to  difficulties  in  verifying  fcha 
men's  auxiliary  or  uneg^blishea  servkft 
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and  to  pressure  of  work  in  the  Snrveyor's 
Office.  It  is  expected  that  they  wUl  be 
completed  in  a  very  short  time,  and  such 
good  conduct  stripes  as  may  be  awarded 
will,  of  course,  date  back  to  the  time 
when  the  men  become  eligible  to  receive 
them.  As  regards  Postmen  Woodhouse 
and  Saunders  their  good  conduct  stiipea 
have  been  awarded  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  rules,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
take  the  cases  out  of  the  ordinary  course. 
Fire  consecutive  yean'  nnUemiuied  ser- 
vice is  necessary  to  obtain  a  ^^ood  ocmduct 
stripe^  and  Woodhooae  reoeiTed  one  aa 
from  1st  April,  1897.  Saunders'  stripe 
dates  from  12th  December,  1896;  and  in 
neither  case  can  another  stripe  be  gained 
till  five  years  from  those  datm.  Neither 
of  these  men  was  eligible  to  recer\-e 
a  stripe  before  the  date  on  which  the 
award  was  made. 


THE  KINGSTOWN  NEWSMAN. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Kerry, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Davy  Stephens,  of 
Kin^town ;  and,  if  anything  can  be  done 
to  remedy  his  grievuioes. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  Davy  Stephens  was 
the  only  vendor  of  newspapers,  etc., 
admitted  on  the  Carlisle  Pier  and  mail 
boats  for  many  years.  In  May  last 
application  was  made  to  the  Board  of 
Works  by  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Eason  for 
permission  to  admit  one  of  their  employees 
to  the  Mail  Packet  Pier,  Kiu^^wn,  to 
sell  newspapers,  etc.  The  Boaid  com- 
municated with  the  City  of  Dublin  Steam 
Packet  Company,  whose  passengers  are 
mainly  concerned,  and  as  it  was  shown 
that  the  increased  traffic  on  the  mail 
steamers  called  for  increased  facilities,  they 
gave — in  agreement  with  the  company — 
the  permission  sought  for  by  Messrs. 
Eason,  but  otherwise  made  no  change  as 
regards  Stephens.  The  City  of  Dublin 
Steam  Packet  Conmany  accorded  per- 
mission to  Messrs.  Eason  to  sell  news- 

Sapers,  etc,   on  their  steamers,  but 
tephens  has  not  been  excluded  trim  the 
steamers. 

Sir  THOMAS.  ESMONDE :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ascertain  if  the 
Steam  Packet  Company  will  allow 
Stephens  to  retain  his  old  position  on  the 
gangway  of  the  boats  t 


Mr  HAKBT7BY :  I  think  the  only 
difference  is  that  he  had  a  mon<qmly 
before ;  now  be  has  a  competitor. 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that . 
this  picturesque  personality  has  been  in 
this  position  for  uie  last  fifty-two  years  f 
Is  it  not  cruel  to  take  it  away  from 
him  now  T 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  beUeve  he  has- 
been  in  the  position  a  long  lame.  I  wilL 
see  if  wything  more  can  be  done. 

LETTEBFRACK  LETTEB  DELIVERIES.. 

Mr.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,Connemara):. 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasuiyv 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-Qeneral,  if ' 
he  is  aware  that  the  morning  delivery  of 
letters  in  Letterfrack;  County  Galway,  is. 
almost  invariably  late,  and  that  great 
inconvenience  is  caused  thereby  to  the 
residents  and  tourists;  whether  he  is- 
aware  that  the  looal  poet  office  officials, 
hare  notified  to  those  now  having  their 
letters  deUTered  on  Sundays  that  in  future-- 
such  delivery  will  not  be  made  ;  and  if  he- 
will  take  steps  to  have  the  letters  delivered 
on  Sundays  as  herettrfcne. 

Mr.  HANBUEY  :  Letterfrack  is  served 
by  road  from  Galway,  a  distance  of  about 
fifty  miles.  During  the  last  four  weeks, 
the  mail  car  has  reached  Letterfrack  late  -■ 
on  fifteen  occasions.  The  average  time- 
lost  on  the  journey  has  been  eleven 
minutes,  due  chiefly  to  heavy  parcel 
mails.  Every  effort  is  made  to  maintaia 
punctuality,  and  having  regard  to  the- 
difficulties  of  the  service,  very  &ir  time 
is  being  kept.  The  Sunday  delivery  was 
temporarily  discontiniud  under  a  mis- 
apprehension, uid  will  be  restored  forth- 
with. 

WARING  STREET  POST  OFFICE, 
BELFAST. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretiuy  to  the  Trear 
sury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster- 
General,  will  he  explain  why  the  clerka 
employed  in  the  Waring  Street  Office, 
Belfast,  are  not  afforded  the  privilege  of 
rotation,  as  intimated  in  a  recent  reply, 
and  will  the  Department  consider  the-- 
matter ;  and  did  the  Department,  before^ 
the  employment  of  this  place  as  an  office^ 
feel  satisfied  that  the  necessary  sanitary 
arrangements  had  been  pnVvidedr^  . 
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Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  post  office  in 
Waring  Street,  Belfast,  is  a  town  sub- 
oflBce,  and  until  lately  the  post  office 
duties  were  performed  by  assistants  in  the 
■service  oftfaesub-poBtmaater.  Now  there 
Are  three  women  attached  to  the  office 
The  are  established,  but  who  are  paid  on 
41  lower  scale  of  wages  than  the  head  office 
staff,  and  consequently  do  not  rotate  with 
the  head  office  staff.  It  is  not  usual  to 
inspect  the  sanitary  arrangements  at  a 
suboffice,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  any 
such  examination  was  made  in  1887  when 
the  Waring  Street  office  was  opened,  but 
it  is  reported  that  at  present  sanitary 
Arrangements  in  the  office  premises  are 
•quite  satisfactory. 

AGRICULTUKAL  TEACHING  IN  IRISH 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  O'MALLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
■Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lonl- Lieutenant 

■of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  a  new  and 
very  difficult  text-book  on  agriculture  has 
been  introduced  into  Irish  national  schools, 

■and  was  made  compulsory  in  October  last 
year ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  each  class, 
beeinning  with  the  junior  fifth,  is  rec[uired 
to  Know,  in  order  to  merit  a  pass  in  this 
subject,  the  special  portions  of  the  pro- 
gramme for  the  preceding  classes  in  addi- 
tion to  its  own  ;  and,  if  such  is  the  case, 
will  he  recommend  the  Commissioners  of 
National    Education   to  instruct  their 

.school  inspectors  not  to  insist  at  the 
results  examination,  particnlarly  in  Irish- 

.  speaking  localities,  for  the  next  few  years 

■on  a  knowledge  from  any  one  class  of  the 
programme  in  agriculture  for  the  pre- 

■cedmg  classes. 

Thb  chief  secretary  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  BalK)Ur  (Leeds, 
'Central) :  The  new  edition  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Text-book  contains  substantially 
the  same  matter  as  t^e  old  edition.  It  is 
written  in  a  simpler  styH  ^  ^l^us  less 
difficult  for  children  to  learn.  As  a  rule 
pupils  are  expected  to  be  prepared  for 
-examination  in  the  parts  of  a  subject 
studied  in  previous  years.  A  relaxation 
of  this  rule  was  allowed  in  the  case  of 
.agriculture  on  the  introduction  of  the 
new  text-book,  and  this  relaxation  will  be 
■continued  to  the  required  extent  as  loiu; 
.as  may  be  deemed  necessary.  As  regar(& 
the  third  paragraph,  the  Commissioners 
do  not  consider  it  advisable  to  make  a 
■d^erence  in  the  standard  of  examination 
in  different  localities. 


THE  IRISH   LANGUAGE   IN  IRISH 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  O'MALLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  the  requin- 
ments  of  the  Irish  National  School  pro- 
gramme in  all  subjects  are  as  stringent]; 
exacted  by  some  inspectors  in  Irisk 
speaking  localities  where  the  pupils  haidfy 
ever  hear  English  spoken  outside  tbe 
school-room,  as  they  are  in  Dublin,  Belfast, 
or  other  exclusively  English  -  speaking 
districts;  and  whether  he  will  recommou 
that  a  lower  standard  of  answering  be 
accepted  for  pass  marks  in  IriBh-speajdng 
districts,  particularly  in  such  subjects  ii 
reading,  composition,  &c 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  have  referred 
this  question  to  the  Commissionen  of 
National  Education,  who  state  they 
believe  that  evei^  reasonable  allowance  is 
made  by  their  mspectors  for  any  local 
difficulties  experienced  by  the  pupila 
attending  the  National  Schools  in  Irw- 

rildng  districts.  The  commissimas 
state  that  it  is  not  practicable  to  Uj 
down  a  second  standard  examinatitm  is 
the  results  programme,  but  that  soy 
difficulty  as  regards  reading  in  the  fer 
remote  localities  where  Irish  is  still 
largely  spoken  is  met,  as  far  as  possibly 
by  the  regulation  that  an  explanation 
may  be  accepted  in  Irish  if  the  piqnl  is 
unable  to  give  it  in  En^ish. 

THE  GRENADIER  GUARDS. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financi^  Secre- 
tary to  the  War  Office  a  question  of  which 
I  have  given  him  private  notice—  namely, 
whether  a  decision  has  yet  been  come  to 
as  to  the  claim  of  the  First  Battalioa 
Grenadier  Guards  for  X300  for  thelo« 
of  their  canteen  stores  in  the  Nile  latt 
year. 

*The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J,  Powni 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.):  Yes,  Sir,  a 
decision  has  been  come  to  to  allow 
sum  of  £341,  the  amount  claimed. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  SOUSE. 


ThbFIRSTLORD  ofthk  TREASURY 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  £.) :  It 
ma^  be  for  the  convemence  of  Homb 
if  I  state  that  I  (nopose  to  ti^e  the  Food 
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and  Drags  Bill  as  first  Onkr  on  Monday. 
The  Irish  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction  Bill  will  be  taken  second,  the 
Telephones  Bill  third,  and  the  Scotch 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  Bill  fourth. 
I  understand  that  there  is  very  little  left 
to  discuss  in  the  Food  and  Drugs  KU, 
and  that  the  Irish  Agriculture  Bill  should 
not  take  long,  and  I  hope  to  get  to  the 
Scotch  Procraure  Bill  at  a  time  which 
Till  enable  me  to  fulfil  my  promise  to 
an  hon.  Gentleman  oppomte  that  he  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  stating  his  views 
some  time  before  twelve  o'clock.  On  Tues- 
day I  propose  to  take  the  Colonial  Loans 
Bill  first,  the  Naval  Works  Bill  second,  and 
the  Committee  stageof  the  Niger  Bill  third. 
It  must  be  understood,  however,  that  that 
programme  is  necessarily  dependent  upon 
the  progress  made  on  Monday.  I  propose 
■  to  take  the  Colonial  Vote  on  Friday  next, 
because  I  understand  that  that  is  in 
aocordanoe  with  the  wish  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite ;  but  I  hope  the 
House  wiU  allow  me  to  est  certain  non- 
'  contentioup  Votes  first.  It  is  extremely 
important  that  these  Votes  should  m 


MESSAGE   FROM   THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — 

PIER  AND   HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

With  an  Amendment. 

BAKER  STREET  AND  WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 

DERBY    CORPORATION  TRAMWAYS, 
&a,  BILL. 

With  Amendments. 
Am«idments  to — 

METROPOLIS  MANAGEMENT  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  (BYE-LAWS)  BILL 
[Lords]. 

GREENOCK    AND    PORT  GLASGOW 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  [Lords]. 

SOUTH  HANTS  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
Without  Amendment. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Lords  Amendment  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next. 


COMMONS  AND  OPEN  SPACES  BILL. 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  first  tome ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Thursday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  280.] 

ANCIENT  MONUMENTS  PROTECTION- 
Bill  to  amend  the  Ancient  Monuments 
Protection  Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Lord  Balcarres,  Sir  John  Bruhner,  Sir 
John  Lubbock,  Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  Carson,, 
and  Sir  John  Stirling-A^azwelL 

TRADE  MARKS. 

Bill  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  Law 
relating  to  Trade  Marks,  ordered  to  be 
broi^l^  in  by  Mr.  Moulton,  Mr.  Butcher,, 
Mr.  Kearley  and  Mr.  Provand. 

ANCIENT  MONUMENTS  PROTECTION 
BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Ancient  Monuments: 
Protection  Acts,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday  next^  and  to  be  printed.  fBill' 
286.] 

TRADE  MARKS  BILL. 

"  To  amend  and  consolidate  the  Law 
relating  to  Trade  Marks,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  prin- 
ted. [Kil  287.] 

SUPPLY  [20th  Allotted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Navy  Estimates,  1 899-1  9"(X). 

1.  Motion  made  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  a  sura,  not  exceeding 
^6,601,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  expense  of  the  Contract- 
Work  for  Shipbuilding,  Kepairs,  etc, 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment - 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day 
of  March,  1900." 

♦Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) 
In  rising  to  move  the  motion  which  stands 
in  my  name  for  the  reduction  of  this  Vote 
by  £A  ,000,  I  must  say  I  am  impelled  to- 
take  this  course  for  two  reasons  ;  the  first- 
mechanical,  and  the  second  monetary.  In 
regard  to  the  first,  I  do  not  intend  to- 
traverse  the  ground  I  have  gone  over  thu 
last  four  or  five  years  in  respect  of  the> 
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machinery  which  is  fitted  on  board  Her 
■Majesty's  ships.     It  would  weary  the 
House  to  go  too  much  into  detail,  and  a 
"purely  mechanical  discussion  would  be  out 
of  place  in  this  Committee.    But  at  the 
same  time  events  which  have  occurred  in  the 
fleet  during  the  last  twelve  months  have 
jdiown   that  there  must  be  something 
jwriously  wrong  in  the  mechanical  ar- 
.rangemrats  of    our  splendid  vessels. 
Wl^n  I  read  of  the  txwX  bipe  which  have 
taken  place,  and  of  the  mobuisation  of  the 
'fleet  now  in  operation,  I  see  there  are 
grave  grounds  for  dread  as  to  what  would 
be  the  condition  of  our  ships  in  war  time. 
.1  find  that  two  of  our  first-class  cruisers, 
ihe    "Europa"   and  the  "Ai^onaut," 
which  performed  their  trial  trips  in  a 
liighly   satisfactory   manner,   are  now 
wounded    ducks,     and    cannot  keep 
lUp  with  the  fleet.     And  when  I  turn 
to  other  vessels,  I  find  the  "Perseus," 
-the  "Pactolus,"   the   "Pegasus,"  the 
"  Niobe,"  and  the  "  Pelorus,"  are  all  more  or 
less  in  a  very  bad  condition.  The  general 
•complaint  is  simply  this  :  that  the  ooilers 
of  these  vessels  are  insufficient  for  the 
work  required  of  them.     I  think  that  is 
pretty  well  proved  by  reports  received 
from  independent  sources.    This  is  a 
matter  of  national  interest.     Our  ships 
ought  to  be  the  best  in  the  world.  We 
pay  the  best  money,  and  we  ought  to 
have  the  best  shijps.    But  what  do  I  find  1 
We  an  brought  face  to  face  with  a  very 
serious  state  of  affairs  indeed.   Let  me 
^ve  the  House  one  illustration  to  show 
.the  peculiar  condition  in  which  our 
Admiralty  places  itself.    Take  the  case 
•of  the  Royal  yacht.    Here  is  a  splendid 
vessel  built,  practically,  to  carry  pas- 
sengers.   She  is  fitted  with  Belleville 
boilers.    Mark  this  point.     Had  that 
vessel  been  fitted  under  the  supervision 
■of  the  Board  of  Trade  instead  of  by  a 
-Oovemment  Department  like  the  Admir- 
.alty,  this  yacht  would  not  have  been  given 
A  longer  warranty  for  her  boilers  than 
three  months.   The  Board  of  Trade  was 
instituted  to  insure  the  safety  d  life  and 
property  in  ships.    Its  engineers  are  the 
best  in  the  country.    The  bead  Surveyor 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  a  man  who,  I 
believe,  has  not  his  equal  in  practical 
-experience  in  enmneering.  The  engineers 
■of  the  Board  of  Trade  are  first-class  prac- 
tice men  with  sea  going  and  shore  experi- 
ence. These  are  the  men  who  control  the 
JBoard  of  Trade,  and,  practically,  the 
Mercantile  Marine  of  this  countiy  in 

Mr.  H^ilUam  Allan. 


the  boiler  and  engine  department 
The  Admiralty  engineers  say  that  then  | 
boilers  of  thu  new  yacht  will  last  two 
commissions,  yet  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  not  pass  them  for  more  than  three 
months.  Here  is  an  anomaly  to  whicli  I 
want  to  direct  the  attention  of  this  Hook. 
We  have  two  Government  Departmcoti 
difiering  as  to  what  is  the  life  of  a  bnlcr. 
I  now  come  to  the  case  of  other  Ai^ 
fitted  with  the  Belleville  bdlers.  I  qn- 
pathise  with  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty very  much.  He  was  left  alegi^ 
by  the  former  government,  and  he  'a 
now  endeavouring,  by  sXl  the  meuu  in 
his  power,  to  make  a  success  of  the  woii 
bequeathed  to  him.  The  fates,  how- 
ever, are  against  him.  Take  to^f'i 
news  of  the  fleet.  We  have  hete 
report  of  the  Admiral.  What  do  I  find 
in  it  1  I  find  that  the  Admiral  sigruUal 
"  Too  much  smoke."  Now,  of  all  tbiira 
the  one  most  calculated  to  defeat  ue 
object  of  a  fleet  is  that  it  should  im 
too  much  smoke,  because  it  shows  de 
enemy  where  you  are  and  what  you  an 
doing.  What  do  the  engineers  say  abott 
these  boilers  1  The  engineer  of  Ik 
"  Europa "  says  he  wishes  he  had  no 
Belleville  boilers  at  all.  Take  anotkr 
phase  of  the  question.  The  "  ArgonvU' 
and  the  "  Furious  "  are  only  one-third  d 
the  size  of  the  "  Majestic,"  yet  the^  eoo- 
aume  more  than  double  the  quantity  of 
coaL 

Thk  FIRST  LORD  of    thx  AIX 

MIRALTY  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  GeOTge't 
Hanover-equare) :  What  are  you  quotiDg 
from  1 

•Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  :  From  u 
article  by  a  correspondent  on  board  i 
warship  in  which  he  embodies  informatioii 
which  he  got  from  the  engineer.  Itiit 
well-known  fact  that  these  wilers  do  oob- 
Bume  double  the  quantity  of  coal  tto 
the  boilers  of  aa  ordinary  merchant  Aif 
would  do.  Again,  they  must  alwars  ■ 
fli«d  with  Welsh  coal.  The  First'Lor! 
of  the  Admiralty  told  us  that^  and  I  would 
like  to  know  what  these  vessels  are  goaf, 
to  do  when  they  are  at  a  place  at  whiefc 
they  cannot  get  Welsh  coat  Ike 
question  comes  to  be  very  seriov 
from  this  point  of  view.  Hm. 
again,  we  have  the  condemnatiw  d 
these  boilers  by  the  Board  of  Trade  is  ^ 
Report  issued  the  other  day  linder  thi 
Boilers  Explosions  Act.   The  Report  d 
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-the  head  surveyor  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
tw  t^8  point  is  simply  startling.  He 
-says  the  failure  of  the  tubes  <^  water-tube 
boilers  is  known  to  be  of  common  oeour- 
Tence,  and  that  the  burstiiw  of  a  tube  not 
only  d^bles  a  boiler  entir^  until  repairs 
are  effeoted,  but  is  a  source  of  danger  to 
human  life.  These  boilers  are  condemned 
%y  men  of  all  ranks,  from  the  admiral 
down  to  the  stoker.  We  want  to  have 
men  on  board  our  ships,  men  who  will  not 
only  stand  up  before  the  enemy's  guns,  but 
-who  will  stand  in  the  stoke-hold  and  engine 
room  and  serve  steadily  while  the  vessel 
is  under  fire.  I  have  letters  from  firemen 
«nd  engine-room  artificers  complaining  of 
the  nervous  ^«ad  tiie^  feel  when  they  go 
into  stoke  hold  in  case  ime  of 
tubes  should  burst  I  have  here  a  lirtiter 
fnnn  a  man  on  board  the  "Diadem," 
which  I  thmk,  if  I  read  it,  would  startle 
the  House.  He  says  they  fear  to  open  a 
iumace  door.  Why  sboiUd  all  this  occur 
when  it  could  easily  be  avoided  t  With- 
-out  the  necessity  for  all  this  danger  we 
oonld  still  ensure  that  our  ships  should  be 
the  first  and  finest  in  the  world.  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  is  a  marine-engine 
builder  in  this  country  who  would  not 
<5ondemn  the  present  system  of  boilering 
Her  Majesty's  ships.  And,  what  is  more, 
that  syaAem  brii^  us  face  to  face  with 
fearful  expense.  Take,  in  fact,  the  case 
-of  the  "Terrible"  itself.  She  is  being 
re-boilered  at  an  expense  of  I  do  not  know 
how  much.  You  are  converting  the  dock- 
j^ards  into  repairing  shops  for  your  ships,' 
And  I  have  here  some  figures  showing  the 
enormous  cost  you  are  incurring  for  minor 
repairs.  On  the  "  Benbow,"  practically  a 
new  ship,  in  1895-96  them  was  spent 
JE6,939,  in  1896-97  JEfi,200,  and  in  1897- 
98  jeiO,028.  On  the  "£mprett  of 
India  "  £10,146  had  been  spen^  and  on 
the  "  Magnificent "  in  1895-96  £976,  in 
1896-97  £6,666,  and  in  1897-98  £10,233. 
Remember  all  these  were  "minor  repairs." 
On  the  "Blake,"  a  first-class  cruiser, 
^1,180  was  spent  in  1695-96,  £10,503  in 
1896-97,  and  in  1897-98  £9,990.  On  the 
"Blenheim"  in  1895-96  the  repairs  cost 
£6,280,  in  1896-97  £5,953,  and  in  1897- 
98  £8,659.  The  "  Powerful "  in  1897- 
98  coat  £6,900  and  the  "Terrible" 
^6,679.  I  am  only  trying  to  diow  the 
House  how  the  money  goes.  We  vote  the 
money  willingly,  and  we  expect  to  have  a 
strong  and  gnoid  fleet. '  Now  I  come  to 
the  case  of  some  of  the  torpedo  boats 
which  have  been  built  lately. 


Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  want  this  to  be 
made  clear.  The  hon.  Member  is  not 
merely  referring  to  vessels  fitted  with 
water-tube  boilers.  The  impression  of 
my  right  hon.  friend  is  that  these  ships 
are  ^fitted  with  water-tube  boilers.  I 
am  afraid  that  scnne  hon.  Members  do  not 
quite  understand  the  fact.  That  is  not 
the  ease. 


•Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN :  Some  of 
them  are,  and  the  figures  show  something 
is  wrong.  Now,  I  find  that  in  the  case  <» 
the  torpedo  boat  destroyers  £778 wasspent 
on  the  **  Hardy  "in  1896-7,  and  in  the 
following  year  £2,000  for  minor  repairs. 
On  the  "Bruiser, "  in  1895-6  £600  was 
spent,  and  last  year  £2,000  odd ;  on 
"Havoc,"  £1,501  in  1896-6,  £1,361  in 
1896-7,  and  £770  in  1897-8.  In  the  same 
three  years  respectively  the  expenditure 
on  the  "  Hornet "  was  £3,736,  £2,122,  and 
£983.  Surely  this  list  shows  conclu- 
sively that  you  are  converting  your  dock- 
yards into  nothing  else  but  repair  shops. 
Another  point  to  be  borne  m  mind  is 
that  you  are  makiiu;  your  engines  of 
such  tight  scantlings  wat  they  come  back 
to  your  dockyards  practically  as  wrecks. 
There  is  no  smgle  ship  you  Itave  bmlwed 
lately  that  you  can  take  the  trial  trip 
speed  out  of  a  week  after  it  has  completed 
its  dockyard  trials.  You  dare  not  steam  all 
your  boilers  at  once,  nor  can  you  go  at 
full  steam  for  any  length  of  time.  What 
is  the  use  of  having  a  ship  purporting  to 
do  a  certain  number  of  knots  per  hour 
when  you  cannot  get  them  out  of  herf 
Yet  that  is  the  condition  to  which  yoa 
are  reducing  ^our  Navy.  Indepentient 
investi^ion  is  necessary.  The  country 
is  beginning  to  see  that  a  foolish  pc^cy 
was  lustily  determined  upon  without  due 
experiment.  No  shipowner  wit^  business 
instincts  would  have  adopted  these  boilers 
without  giving  them  a  more  thorough 
trial.  You  are  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  fact  that  our  ships  are  easily  crippled, 
and  I  tell  the  House  that  the  men 
engaged  in  the  engine-rooms  do  not  know 
from  one  moment  to  uiother  when  four 
or  five  of  -  these  tubes  may  burst.  I  say 
it  is  a  shame  that  such  a  state  of  things 
should  prevail.  I  therefore  appeal  to  tEe 
First  Lcnrd  <rf  the  Admiraltv  to  accede  to 
my  modest  request  and  take  this  matter 
into  his  'Own  hands.  ^Let  him  appoint  an 
independent  committee  of  experts  to 
make  an  honest  investigation  as  to  the 
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true  condition  of  our  ships.  I  beg  to 
move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  X6,600,000, 
be  granted  for  the  said  service." — {Mr. 

William  Allan.) 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  think  the  best 
opening  I  can  make  to  the  few  remarks  it 
will  be  my  duty  to  offer  to  the  Committee 
in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  will  be  to 
state  the  position  of  the  water-tube 
boiler  question,  not  only  as  regards  this 
country,  but  as  regards  its  adoption 
generally,  llie  hon.  Member  continually 
raises  this  question,  as  if  this  country  has 
entered  upon  some  dangerous  experiment 
without  any  opinion  or  experience  to 
guide  it,  and  in  this  way  has  adopted 
a  policy  which  cannot  command  the 
approval  of  .the  people.  I  may  tell  the 
House  that  whatever  this  coiuitry  may 
do  in  the  matter  of  the  water- tube  boiler, 
.that  boiler  as  an  engine  of  war  has  been 
adopted  by  the  worn  at  large ;  and  we 
have  to  consider  not  only  how  we  stand 

-  in  the  abstract,  but  how  we  diould  stand 
with  r^erence  to  any  possible  enemies  if 
we  should  go  back  from  the  water-tube  to 
the  cylindncal  boiler.  The  water-tube 
boiler  has  been  adopted  by  France,  Italy, 
Russia,  Holland,  and  Japan.  Eight  of 
the  old  French  ships  are  to  be  re- 
boilerod  with  the  water  -  tube  boiler 
instead  of  the  cylindrical  boiler. 
The  United  States  are  also  fitting  the 
bdler  in  a  number  of  their  vessels.  Would 
'all  these  countries  have  so  acted 
had  there  not  been  strong  strategic 
militanr  and  navid  reasons  for  the  ad(^ 
tion  of  these  boilers  %  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  hon.  Member  is  aware  that 
in  the  Mediterranean  six  first-class  French 
ironclads  are  all  fitted  with  these  boilers. 
This  country  did  not  embark  in  the  use 
of  the  water-tube  boiler  as  oarly  as 
.  France.    In  consequence  the  Minister  of 

Marine  was  able  to  state  to  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies  that  the  ships  of  the  French 
Mediterranean  squadron  were  faster  than 
the  English  battleships  there.  That  is  a 
statement  I  am  not  prepared  to  deny. 

-  It  may  be  that  they .  have  not  got 
any  real  advantage,  but  on  the  whole 
possibly  it  is  on  their  side.  Supposing  in 
this  state  of  facts  we  had  gone  on  re- 
jecting the  water  tube  boilers,  what  would 
luive  been  said  of  the  British  Admiralty 
and  the  way  it  was  neglecting  the  naval 

Mr,  fTiUiam  Allan. 


interests  of  the  country  T  This  country 
has  been  twice  behindhand,  once  with  tb» 
breechloading  system,  and  again  with 
armoured  snipe.  My  predecessors  ia 
office  who  had  to  deal  with  the  question 
were  not  prepared  to  allow  a  state  d 
things  to  continue  under  which  the  same 
state  of  things  might  have  happened  in 
regard  to  boilers  as  happened  in  regard  to 
those  other  most  important  conditinu 
affecting  the  Navy,  and  consequendy 
they  took  the  responsibility,  and  I  beIieT« 
the  right  responsibility,  of  introdndng 
water-tube  boilers.  uaM  oi  the  diffi- 
culties which  have  been  pointed  out  by  thfr 
hon.  Member  are  due  to  this — ^that  whea 
you  change  your  cylindrical  boilers  to  ' 
water-tube  boilers  there  mustcome  a  period 
during  which  the  experience  of  the  new  I 
boilers  is  not  sufficiently  greatT  to  avoid  & 
number  of  small  defects  and  small  difficul- 
ties. But  it  has  been  proved  over  and 
over  again  that  the  longer  a  ship  witb 
water-tube  boilers  is  in  commission  t)i« 
more  quickly  all  those  difficulties  vanish, 
and  the  vessel,  without  any  trouble  what- 
ever, runs  at  a  greater  speed  than  any 
British  warship  Das  ever  done  befor& 
The  Powerful,"  which  has  been  de- 
noxmced  by  the  hon.  Member,  has  been 
two  years  in  commission,  and  wa  never  | 
hear  now  of  any  defects  or  any  difficulties: 
on  the  contrary,  we  hear  of  runs  which 
she  has  made  superior  in  speed  to  anjr 
which  have  been  accomplished  by  taj 
cruisers  with  cylindrical  Doilers  or  any 
other  men-of-war. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  (York- 
shire, Shipley) :  Wliat  was  the  lei^;^  <^ 
Uke  runst 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  There  was  one 
successful  nm  of  the  ordinary  kind  t 
man-of-war  has  to  perform — from  Hong- 
kong to  Manila — and  there  was  another 
from  Wei-hai-wei.  There  was  one  run  of 
24  hours  at  which  the  speed  was  20  knots 
the  whole  time,  making  480  knots  in  the 
24  hours.  When  hon.  Members  oont- 
pare  these  performances  with  diose  ftf 
mercantile  ships  they  ought  to  remember 
that  meroantile  ships  an  constructed  for 
totally  different  objects — for  loi^ 
voyages  at  the  same  eontinaous  speed, 
whereas  the  chief  duty  of  our  men-of-war 
will  not  be  to  cross  the  Atlantic  at  the 
highest  possible  speed.  What  they  have 
to  do  is  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  enemy 
and  overhaul  it  if  possible.  Therefore. 
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vhat  they  require  is  not  long  con- 
tinuous steaming,  but  the  power  of 
very  rapid  steaming  for  a  certain 
number  of  hours,  and  during 
periods  when  naval  operations  and 
tactics  would  take  place.  Now  the 
**  Terrible,"  for  instance,  has  made  runs 
to  Gibraltar  faster  than  any  ship  of  her 
size  has  ever  done.  The  hon.  Member 
fixes  his  mind  upon  two  or  three  ships 
early  in  their  commissiona,  but  such 
ahips  as  the  "Niobe,"  "Diadem,"  and 
"Argonaut"  have  been  attached  to  the 
Channel  Squadron,  and  they  have  been 
doing  the  same  work  as  the  other  ships 
of  the  squadron.  A  number  of  ships  with 
water-tube  boilers  have  been  sent  to  foreign 
stations,  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
IwlieTe  that  they  are  not  performing  the 
functions  required  of  them.  But  one 
thing  I  frankly  and  freely  acknowledge, 
And  that  is  that  ships  with  water-tube 
hoilers  require  more  careful  and  dis- 
ciplined stoking  than  vessels  with 
cylindrical  boilers,  and  therefore,  it  is 
frequently  not  at  the  commencement  of 
the  commission  that  they  can  be  expected 
to  show  their  best  features.  Indeed, 
they  often  show  defects  which  are  quickly 
remedied  when  once  the  ship  has  settlra 
down  to  work.  The  hon.  Member  has 
alluded  to  two  ships  in  the  manoeuvres. 
Now,  I  wish  to  say  with  regard  to  all  those 
ships  that  the  Admiralty  has  put  them  to 
much  stfveror  trials  than  any  ships  pre- 
viously have  been  put  to.  The  former 
shorter  trials  have  been  lengthened  into 
sixty  hours'  trials,  and  the  "Terrible" 
has  already  steamed  20,000  miles.  She 
performed  the  sixty  hours'  trial  with  per- 
fect success.  The  two  ships  mentioned, 
the  "  £uropa  "  and  the  "  Argonaut,"  have 
only  been  a  W  days  in  commission. 
There  are  crews  in  them  the  majority  of 
whom  have  had  no  experience  of  Belle- 
ville boilers  at  all.  That  in  itself  is  a 
severe  test,  and  we  have  every  confidence 
that  the  slight  difficulties  which  have 
occurred  will  be  successfully  surmounted. 
There  has  been  some  leakage  in  connection 
with  the  boilers,  and  so  far  as  I  know, 
the  same  experience  happens  in 
vessels  with  cylindrical  boilers  at  the 
b^inning  of  the  ship's  commission. 
There  is  nothing  whatever  to  alarm  the 
country  in  what  has  taken  place.  With 
regard  to  the  torpedodestroyers,  if  we 
want  to  have  them  of  30-knot  speed,  they 
must  be  equipped  with  machinery  so  light 
that  defects  wul  occasionally  be  e:q>osed. 
VOL.  LXXIV.    [Fourth  Sebum.] 


Accordingly,  in  calculating  the  number  of 
torpedo-destroyers  allowance  must  be 
made  for  a  certain  number  having  to  go 
into  dock.  But  as  we  get  more  experi- 
ence those  defects  vani^  and  from  the 
fact  that  other  Powers  are  following  us  in 
building  this  particular  dass  of  ship,  the 
Admiralty  beueve  that  we  have  in  those 
torpedo-destroyers  a  very  valuable  fight- 
ing machine.  The  hon.  Member  spoke 
of  the  defects  of  the  "Terrible."  I  believe 
there  are  some  7,600  tubes  in  the 
"Terrible,"  yet,  during  her  two  years' 
commission,  I  think  orly  about  250  have 
had  to  be  renewed. 


Mb.  WILLIAM  ALLAN :  Why,  then, 
was  she  so  long  under  repair  t 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Other  tubes  *ad  to 
be  cleaned.  The  hon.  Member  probably 
knows  that  rust  gets  into  the  tubes,  and 
it  was  in  connection  with  this  rust  that  a 
deplorable  accident  took  place  recently. 
Tlus  has  taken  some  time,  and  there  were 
some  matters  connected  with  the  auxiliary 
machinery  to  which  attention  was  bdng 
paid,  and  in  which  improvements  were 
possible.  As  to  the  question  of  coal  con- 
sumption, it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
in  new  ships  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
auxiliary  machinery  for  which  coal  has  to 
be  provided,  and  which  is  not  to  be  found 
in  the  old  ships.  There  is  the  apparatus 
for  electric  lighting,  and  for  condensing 
purposes,  for  instance.  With  reference  to 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  said  about  the 
stokers,  I  am  not  prepared  to  accept  the 
view  that  British  stokers  are  more 
nervous  than  the  stokers  of  other  coun- 
tries, who  have  for  some  time  past 
successfully  kept  these  ships  at  sea. 
It  is  amolutely  necessary  to  intro- 
duce these  boilers,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  maintain  them  for  the 
reasons  I  have  recently  explained. 
Water-tube  boilers  can  ^et  up  steam 
almost  at  once,  while  cyhndricid  boilers 
cannot,  and  that  is  one  of  the  strategic 
reasons  which  have  influenced  this  country 
in  adopting  them.  But  we  must  pus 
through  a  period  of  transition.  Stokers 
require  to  oe  trained  in  the  use  of  these 
boners,  and  until  they  are  trained  perfec- 
tion cannot  be  expected. 

SibFORTESCUE  FLANNERY:  The 
hon.  Member  for  Gateshead  has  attacked 
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the  Belleville  boiler  as  if  it  had  no  re- 
deeming feature.  The  water-tube  boiler 
was  a  novelty  introduced  into  the  Navy 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  on  the  re- 
commendation of  a  Committee.  That. 
Committee  recommended  that  one  ship 
should  be  fitted  with  water-tube 
boilers,  but  instead  of  only  fitting 
one  ship  several  were  fitted,  and 
the  succeeding  administration  brought 
this  novel  type  of  bffller  into  the  Navy 
wholesale,  uid  new  ships  are  not  now 
fitted  with  any  other  type.  The  question 
of  importance  is  what  is  the  reasonable 
expectation  of  the  endurance  of  these 
boilers  at  sea.  It  is  true  they  have  the 
advantage  of  getting  up  steam  very 
quickly,  but  can  they  be  relied  on  %  The 
Admiralty  have  been  challenged  for  years 
to  send  a  vessel  fitted  with  these  boilers 
on  a  long  ocean  trip.  The  "Terrible" 
was  sent  on  a  trip,  but  the  record  was 
not  such  as  to  show  that  the  boilers  were 
capable  of  long  endurance  at  sea. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  There  was  nothing 
wrong  with  the  boilers. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  quite  ri^ht  ; 
there  was  nothing  wrong  with  the  boilers, 
but  were  they  proved  to  be  effective  ? 
The- engines 'broke  down  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  test  the  boilers  to  their  full 
power,  and  although  there  was  nothing 
wrong  with  them  there  was  nothing  to 
prove  that  they  were  capable  of  prolonged 
endurance  at  sea. 


Mr.  GOSCHEN :  There  were  two  sixty- 
hour  trials.  In  the  first  there  was  a  speed 
of  knots,  and  in  the  second  20*7 
knots  for  over  1,200  miles.  My  hon. 
friend  will  surely  admit  that  that  is  a 
good  performance. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY : 
That,  is  a  most  encouraging  performance, 
and  I  am  exceedingly  glad  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  given  us  the  figures, 
because  I  understood  from  him  that  the 
best  result  he  could  look  forward  to  was 
a  speed  of  20  knots  for  twenty-four 
hours,  and  I  am  delighted  to  learn 
that  such  an  important  ship  as  the 
"  Terrible  "  can  steam  20  7  knots  for  sixty 
hours.    May  I  suggest  that  there  is  still 

jS^V  Fattemte  Flmnerit. 


something  the  Admiralty  aright  do  t  Tba 
right  hon.  Gentlemui  expressed  a  few 
momeutfl  ago  the  hope  that  hon.  M«nben 
would  show  more  respect  for  the  technical 

opinion  of  the  Engineer-in-Chief  to  the 
Navy  than  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
had  shown.  I  give  the  fullest  deference 
to  the  skill;  experience,  and  knowledge  of 
the  Engineer-in-Chief,  but  I  think  bs 
would  be  well  advised,  after  the  very  satis- 
factory and  encoiu'aging  experiment  with 
the  "Terrible,"  if  he  went  further,  and 
advised  the  Admiralty  to  order  a  vesrj 
much  longer  trial  at  full  speed.  In  my 
opinion,  this  is  the  most  vital  qoeatioD 
connected  with  the  steam  branch  of 
naval  machinery  at  the  present  time, 
because  unless  we  can  depend  abso- 
lutely on  the  endurance  of  the  boilers 
in  our  ships,  all  our  preparations  with 
regard  to  armour  and  the  training  of  men 
will  be  quite  futile.  There  are  no  oiha 
means  of  making  our  ships  live  engines  at 
war,  and  we  should  thoroughly  test  any 
doubt  which  may  exist  regarding  the 
sufficiency  and  enduring  quah'ty  (h  our 
boilers.  While  congratulating  the  Ad- 
miralty on  the  excellent  results  they 
have  obtained  on  this  question  of  en- 
durance, I  must  say  they  have  yet  some 
distance  to  travel,  and  I  hope  that  when 
the  subject  is  discussed  next  session  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to  say 
that  perhaps  half  a  dozen  of  our  powerful 
cruisers  fitted  with  water-tube  boilen 
have  been  tested  from  port  to  port  across 
the  ocean  at  high  speed.  I  congratulate 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  what  hat 
been  a&eady  achieved. 


Sir  U.  KAY  -  SHUTTLEWORTH 
(Lancashire,  Clitheroe) :  A  debate  on  this 
subject  is  necessarily  of  a  technical 
character,  and  I  feel  some  diffidence  in 
interfering  in  such  a  technical  subject 
But  as  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  to  which  I  and  my  | 
hon.  friend  belonged,  and  which  did  take  i 
the  grave  responsibility  of  introdudiw 
water-tube  boilers  into  Her  Majest^ 
Navy,  I  may  state  that  the  credit  belongs 
to  the  technical  advisers  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  for  the  new  departure.  I 
hope  the  time  will  never  come  when 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
debating  a  subject  of  this  kind  will  dis- 
courage the  officers  and  officials  of  the 
Admiralty  from  such  courageous  action 
as  that  displayed  by  the  Enginew-in- 
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Chief  in  taking  the  great 
bility  of  urging  the  adoption  of 
new  invention  like  the  water-tube  boiler 
in  Her  Majesty's  Nav^.  As  we  bare 
boen  reminded  by  the  First  Lord,  we  have 
drt^iped  behind  in  this  country  on  more 
than  (me  occanon,  owing  to  our  reluctance 
to  undertake  the  intonuction  of  new  in- 
ventions at  a  sufficiently  early  moment. 
I  hope  the  House  of  Commons  will  shrink 
from  taking  an^  attitude  which  would 
check  the  scientific  advisers  of  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  or  the  War  Office  in  their 
readiness  to  advise  that  new  adentific 
instruments  should  be  tested. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN :  Why  did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  go  agaiiut  the 
reoonunendations  of  his  own  Boiler  Com- 
mittee 1 


Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWOBTH  :  It 
is  not  correct  to  say  that  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  went  against  the  recommenda* 
tions  of  the  Boiler  Committee.   We  acted 
in  accordance  with  those  recommendations, 
but  we  went  further,  and  we  carried  them 
forward  at  a  very  much  bolder  pace. 
What  were  the  circumstances )  In  the 
French  navy  all  ships  to  be  constructed, 
with  the  exc<ff»tion  of  one  cruiser,  were  to 
be  fitted  with  water-tube  boilers.  That 
was  a  veiT  important  fact,  because  the 
French  had  had  greater  experience  in  this 
particular  invention  than  we  had,  and 
they  had  decided  to  fit  all  their  new 
vessels,  except  one,  wrth  these  boilers. 
We  had  the  experience  of  the  Messa- 
geriea  Maritimes,  and  ve  had  the  advan- 
tage of  the  views  of  an  engineer  who  had 
madiB  a  long  voyage  in  one  of  the  ships 
in  that  company,  and  observed  the  work- 
ing of  the  water-tube  boilers.  We  had  the 
clear  advice  of  Sir  John  Durston.  The 
present  Board  of  Admiralty  has  gone  for- 
ward more  rapidly  than  the  late  Board  of 
Admiralty  in  regard  to  these  water-tube 
Iwilera,  because  they  have  decided  to  put 
them  into  battleships.    The  adoption  of 
water-tube  boilers  by  all  the  maritime 
nations  of  the  world  nas  encouraged  the 
Admiralty  to  adopt  them.    I  hope  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  wiU 
at  no  time  make  the  mistake  of  putting  a 
brake  on  a  public  Department  when  they 
are  inclined  to  act  boldly,  and  to  adopt  a 
-new  invention. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  :  It  is  not  a 
new  invention  at  all,  it  is  only  a  new 
plication. 

Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWOETH  :  I 
will  not  cfuarrel  with  my  hon.  friend  about 
whether  it  is  a  new  invention,  or  a  new 
application ;  my  argument  renuons  good. 
If  an  advantage  is  to  be  obtained  by  the 
adoption  of  a  new  system  or  from  a  new 
advance  in  science,  my  hon.  friend  and 
others  ought  not  to  discourage  the  De- 
partment from  giving  the  country  the 
advantagea  of  these. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN:  There  are 
none. 

Sm  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH  :  Is 
it  not  a  great  advantage  that  steam  can 
be  raised  from  cold  water  in  one  hmr 
instead  of  six  to  twelve  hours  t 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN :  Na 

Sir    U.    KAy-SHTTTTLEWORTH : 
What  is  the  consequence  of  that  upon  the 
coal  endurance  of  our  ships  ?    A  ship,  for 
instance,  is  in  hwbour,  and  she  receives  a 
signal  to  proceed  to  sea  to  meet  an 
enemy.   Is  it  not  a  great  advantage  that 
she  can  go  out  of  Harbour  in  one  hour 
instead  of  six  t   There  is  another  advan- 
tage in  the  engines  stopping  at  full  speed, 
and  there  is  also  greater  control  over 
steam   pressure.    Then,    in    action,  if 
damage  is  done  to  the  boilers,  there  is 
much  less  danger  to  the  stokers,  than  in 
the  case  of  cylinder  boilers.    I  mi^t  go 
on  pointing  out  other  advantages,  but  I 
will  confine  myself  to  two  ouier  great 
advantages.   In  anchoring  a  ship,  or 
entering  harbour,  idie  can  be  cleaned  out 
in  three  hours,  and  be  ready  for  service 
again.    Then,  if  it  is  desired  to  repair  or 
renew  a  cylinder,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
wreck  a  large  part  of  the  ship  almost,  as 
was    the    case    with  cylinder  boilers. 
It  is  a  comparatively  small  matter  in 
regard  to  water-tube  boilers.    I  need 
not  detain  the  Committee  any  longer. 
I  cannot  congratulate  my  hon.  friend  on 
having  built  up  any  aigument  against  the 
adoption  of  the  water-tube  boilers  by  the 
Board  of  Admiralty,  and  bj  the  otArar 
Boards  of  Admiralty  in  the  world.  We 
are  face  to  face  with  the  &et  that  siter 
3  L  2 
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full  inquiry  the  Marine  Department  of  the 
tJnited  States  QoTemment  have  decided 
to  introduce  water-tube  boilers  in  all  the 
ships  they  are  now  building,  or  are  going 
to  be  built.  We  must  have  the  very  best 
flhipe  and  the  very  best  boilers  in  those 
Bbips,  and  I  am  sure  the  Ht>use  of  Com- 
mons will  not  be  content  that  this  country 
should  remain  behind  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN:  I  beg  to 
withdraw  my  motion  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote  by  £1  000. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Original  question  again  proposed. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD 
(York) :  The  hon.  Member  for  Gateshead 
lA  no  doubt  supported  by  a  considerable 
number  of  people  in  the  country,  who  are 
in  a  state  of  B(Hne  anxiety  about  these 
water-tube  boilers.  And  no  wonder, 
when  they  know  that  these  boilers  alone 
represent  two  or  three  millions  sterling, 
and  when  ships  to  the  value  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  milhons  sterling  are  entirely 
dependent  on  these  boilers.  Now,  as  a 
naval  officer,  I  have  the  most  complete 
faith  in  these  boilers.  Not  many  years 
ago  I  was  Captain  of  the  Dockyard  Re- 
aerve,  and  had  seventeen  torpedo  catchers 
fitted  with  these  boilers  under  my  charge, 
and  not  one  of  them  broke  down. 

Ma.  WILLIAM  ALLAN:  I  never 
spoke  about  torpedo  catchers.  What  I 
olq'eoted  to  was  fitting  cruisers  and  battle- 
ahipe  with  these  boilers. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD :  It  is 
the  same  principle  whether  you  have  the 
water-tube  boilers  in  torpedo  catchers  or 
in  battleships.  You  get  nervous  men  in 
every  class.  I  have  even  seen  nervous 
men  in  this  House.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
when  you  are  driving  a  230-ton  boat, 
with  6,000  horse-power,  3001bs.  pressure 
of  steam,  and  at  3,000  revolutions,  it  is 
enough  to  upset  any  man.  We  have 
always  got  to  remember  what  the  other 
people  are  about.  There  are  norous  men 
in  other  navies.  We  do  not  want  to  treat 
men-of-war  as  you  do  merchant  steamers. 
What  we  want  is  to  get  a  full  head  of 
steam  on  the  shortest  possible  notice,  and 
that  can  be  done  with  the  water-tube 
boilers  much  better  and  quicker  than 
with  the  cylindrical  boilers.  The  point  I 
want  to  press  is  that  it  is  a  very  bad 

Sir  U.  KatShiatUwwih. 


thing  for  this  country  if  any  class  in  the 
community  has  any  doubts  as  to  these 
boilers,  for  it  afiects  the  efficiency  of  the 
fleet.  It  is  no  use  sending  one  ship  across 
the  Atlantic  If  she  l)roke  down  it 
would  be  said  that  our  whole  fleet  would 
break  down.  What  I  propose  is  this: 
that  my  right  hon.  friend  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  should  send  across  the 
Atlantic  a  squadron  of  six  or  eight  ships. 
That  would  be  a  proper  test  of  we  water- 
tube  Ixnlers,  and  it  would  relieve  ^ 
public  mind  very  much. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  :  Hear, 
hear  1 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD  :  Mt 
hon.  friend  referred  to  accidents.    I  have 
been  in  the  service  forty  years,  and 
during  that  time  one  himdred  men  wen- 
killed  on  board  ship  through  accidents : 
hut  during  the  time  that  we  have  had 
these  most  difficult  uid  intricate  machines, 
we  have  only  lost  one  man  by  boiler  aoci- 
dent.    These  water^tube  hioilers  are  a 
new  experiment,  and  I  believe  that  when 
the  men  are  properly  taught  to  use  them 
they  will  be  found  satisfactory.    We  cu- 
not  allow  other  nations  to  adopt  these 
boilers,  and  our  ships  to  remain  without 
them.    I  took  particular  trouble  when  1 
was  in  America  recently  to  consult  many 
of  the  naval  engineers  in  the  Ameri- 
can fleet,  and  I  lound  they  were  unani- 
mous in  favour  of  the  water-tube  boileis. 
The  hon.  Member  spoke  about  coal  con- 
sumption.   No  doubt  when  we  bc^gan  t« 
use  these  boilers  the  constunption  of  cosl 
was  very  much  larger.    It  was  2*3  tons 
per  hour ;  we  have  now  brought  it  down 
to  1.5.    The  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralu 
mentioned  that  in  a  man-of-war  they 
would  get  126  auxiliary  engines.  Some 
captains  are  cleverer  tlmn  others  in  aai 
ing  steam.    Another  point  which  the  hw. 
Member  brought  forward  in  regard  tu 
minor    defects    is,    I    think,  verr 
important  in  these   days.    Of  conrsr 
we    have    enormously    increased  the 
mechanical  power,  by  enginei^  pip''^ 
tubes,  and  so  on,  of  our  men-of-war,  so  k 
to  make  them  additionally  efficient  ships. 
But  we  have  not  been  able  to  increase  the 
number  of  artificers  and  enginjeers  in  our 
ships.  The  consequence  is  that  repairs  d 
defects  and  maintenance,  which  ought  to 
be  conducted  on  the  ship,  have  now  to  be 
done  in  the  dockyard.    The  result  is  that 
the  nation  retdly  pays  a  great  d«d  vaxsn 
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than  it  ought  to  pay  for  repairs  and 
maintenance.  I  know  that  the  Admiralty 
hare  great  difficulties,  and  X  am  not 
finding  fault  with  thran.  I  daresay  my 
right  hon.  friend  will  agree  with  me  that 
the  hill  for  repairs  and  maintenance  is 
increaaine  enormously  every  year  because 
the  ships  crews  do  not  undertake  that 
which  they  would  and  could  do  if  they 
had  the  proper  number  of  mechanics  on 
board.  I  hope  that  my  hon.  friend  will 
see  his  way  to  the  necessity  of  sending 
such  a  squadron  as  I  have  suggested 
across  the  Atlantic,  because  I  believe  it 
will  settle  this  question  of  boilers,  and 
reassure  the  nation  as  to  the  efficiency  of 
our  fighting  ships. 

\  *SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  :  There  has  been  a 
slight  confusion  in  this  Debate,  both  in 
the  attack  and  in  the  defence.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Gkteshead  is  here  to  attack 
water-tube  boilers  in  general,  and  the 
Belleville  system  in  particular.  The 
great  weight  of  authority  has  been  in 
favour  of  an  improved  system  of  boilers, 
such  as  all  the  Foreign  Powers  have 
adopted.  When  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  answered  my  hon.  friend,  he 
spoke  as  if  all  the  Foreign  Powers  had 
followed  our  example.  Now,  what  I 
want  to  ask  is  this :  Are  not  the  newest 
ships,  with  the  exception  of  those  of 
Japan,  which  are  bein^  built  by  Foreign 
Powers,  being  provided  with  a  new 
English  type  of  boilers,  as  contrasted  with 
the  partictuar  Belleville  boilers  which  we 
are  using  in  this  country  1  I  have  seen 
reports  oy  American  and  Russian  Gom- 
missionB  on  this  point,  and  they  throw  a 
particular  doubt  on  the  particular  type  <XF 
boilers  we  are  using. 

'.:  Mr.  PENN  (Lewisham) :  I  think  it  is 
pretty  well  recognised  that  the  water- 

t  tube  boiler  has  come  to  stay.  The  only 
question  is  as  to  what  is  the  best  form  of 
water-tube  boiler.    The  two  points  to  be 

n  considered  are :  the  endurance  of  the 
'  boiler,  and  the  consumption  of  coal.  So 
far  as  we  can  make  out.  Sir  J.  Durston 
said  that  the  Belleville  boiler  would  last 
.1  two  oommiasions;  but  that  the  life  of 
the  small  tube  boiler  was  very  much 
shorter.  If  that  be  the  case,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  Belleville  boiler  has  a  distinct 
advantage  over  the  small  tube  boiler. 
Only  the   other  day  I  attended  the 

K    trial  of   a  cruiser,  with  7,000  horse- 


power, and  small  tube  boilers.  I 
asked  the  engineer  his  opinitm,  and 
he  said  he  would  go  anywhere 
widi  the  ship.  He  sent  me  a  note  after- 
wards to  say  that  the  "Pactolus"  had 
toived  fnnn  Arosa  Bay  to  the  Nore,  867 
miles,  and  had  done  it  in  thirty-two  hours,, 
and  that  the  vessel  was  perfectly  ready  to 
go  anywhere.  I  am  pe^ectly  certain  that 
the  experience  gained  would  be  of  very 
great  value.  I  do  not  think  the  water- 
tube  boiler  is  the  extremely  tricky  and 
dangerous  thing  it  is  frequently  made  out 
to  be.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  the- 
Admiralty  have  decided  that  the  third- 
class  cruisers,  fitted  as  they  are  with 
various  types  of  bcnler,  are  to  have  a 
rough-and-tumble  trial  like  the  rest  of  the 
service  ;  and  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
the  experience  gained  by  this  experiment 
will  be  of  the  utmost  possible  value.  I 
am  stron^y  of  opinion — I  may  be  wrong, 
or  too  hopeful — that  we  shall  come  in  the 
future  to  some  combination  boiler  which 
will  prove  effective.  I  had  an  interesting 
conversation  the  other  day  with  the  hon. 
Member  itxe  West  Hull,  who  has  not  been  a. 
friend  of  the  BeUeville  boiler.  He  tdd 
me  he  had  put  into  seven  or  ei^ht  of  lus 
ships  a  boiler  which  was  a  combmation  of 
the  water-tube  boiler  and  Babcock  and 
Wilcox  boiler  ;  and  that  he  was  contem- 
plating putting  this  form  of  boiler  in  his 
largest  American  ships.  This  shows  that 
this  boiler  is  of  considerable  endurance, 
and  I  hope  that  the  trials  will  be  carefully 
watched.  Take  a  7,000  horse-power 
cruiser :  the  old  cylindrical  boilers  would 
weigh  400  tons,  but  the  small  tube 
boilers  would  only  weigh  188  tons. 
The  diffbrenoe  is  enormous.  But  if  you 
get  a  combination  such  as  I  suggest,  we 
would  have  the  enduruice  of  the  old 
boiler,  and  the  strategical  advantage  of 
the  light  weight  of  the  water-tube  Iwiler. 
It  would  be  an  interesting  experiment  if 
two  vessels  of  exactly  the  same  size  and 
power  were  sent  on  a  cruise  together. 
They  would  be  subject  to  the  same  condi- 
tions, and  have  the  same  work  to  do. 
When  they  came  back  we  would  be  able 
to  see  what  the  endurance  of  the  boUeis 
and  engines  was,  what  the  coal  consump- 
tion was,  and  what  the  general  condition 
of  the  ship  was.  These  matters  would 
be  reported  upon,  and  light  would  be 
thrown  on  these  questions.  But  whatever 
may  happen,  I  am  periectly  certain  that  a 
water-tube  boiler  of  some  type  must  be 
adopted  in  the  service ;  and  I  only  hope 
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that  the  advisers  of  the  Admiralty  will 
select  the  best  type,  and  that  it  will  come 
triumphantiy  out  of  the  ordeal  through 
which  it  is  now  passing. 

Mb.  EDMOTD  ROBERTSON  (Dun 
dee):  I  do  not  think  the  CTommittee  is 
prepared  to  extend  this  discussion.  The 
noUe  Lord  the  Member  for  York  made 
the  observation  a  few  minutes  ago  that  it 
is  most  important  that  no  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  the  nervous  fears  which, 
it  is  said,  exist  in  regard  to  these  water- 
tube  boilers.  I  hope  that  will  be  taken 
to  heart  by  some  of  those  who  have  used 
language  calculated  to  excite  nervous  fears. 
Myhon.  friend  the  Member  for  Grateshead 
has  withdrawn  his  motion,  and  I  am  not 
surprised  that  he  did  so.  He  has  made 
these  attacks  on  the  Belle\ille  boiler  for 
fire  sessions,  and  I  should  have  expected 
tiiat  by  this  time  additiomd  information 
had  come  into  his  possession.  The  right 
hon.  Grentleman  frankly  admits  that  if 
any  new  facts  had  been  brought  forward 
showing  the  danger  or  unsuitableness  of 
these  boilers,  the  subject  might  have  been 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  or  Com- 
mission. No  information,  however,  has 
been  laid  before  the  House  this  evening 
in  addition  to  what  has  been  before  the 
House  during  the  last  five  years.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter.  Let  me  quote  a 
single  sentence  from  that  pamphlet,  for  it 
undoubtedly  tends  to  increase  that  feeling 
of  nervousness  to  which  the  noble  Lord 
alluded.  It  condemns  the  action  of  the 
Admiralty  in  spending  so  much  of  our 
money  upon  a  French  system,  which  it 
describes  as  "highly  unpatriotic  and  liable 
to  sadden  disaster.  I  ask  the  Committee 
whether  anything  which  has  been  laid 
before  us  to-night  in  the  smallest  degree 
justifies  the  statement  made  in  that 
punphlet.  There  are  only  two  points  of 
detail  upon  which  I  should  like  to  put  a 
question  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. The  First  Lord  has  given  a 
perfectly  correct  account  of  the  reasons 
which  induce  the  Admiralty  to  adopt  this 
innovation  on  a  large  scale.  We  always 
understood  that  we  were  not  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Belleville  or  any  other  type 
of  boilers,  and  the  question  I  desire  to  put 
is  whether  any  other  type  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Admiralty.  There  is  one 
point  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Gateshead  which  ajmears  to  me  to  deserve 
some  attention,  and  possibly  the  First 

Mr,  Pmn 


Lord  may  be  able  to  give  an  explanation. 
My  hon.  friend  says  that  the  official  sur- 
veyor of  the  Boari  of  Trade  thinks  bo 
little  of  the  water-tube  boilers  that  when 
he  finds  them  in  the  mercantile  marine 
he  refuses  to  give  the  ships  containing 
them  a  longer  life  t^an  three  months. 
From  that  1  take  it  that  the  ship  must 
come  into  dock  again  at  the  end  of  three 
months,  and  this  is  because  he  has  no 
confidence  in  water-tube  boilers.  These 
facts  have  been  stated  and  have  not  been 
noticed,  and  I  think  a  fact  of  that  sort  is 
one  that  might  wouse  a  siiapicion  which 
ought  to  be  dispelled.  I  hope  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Admiralty  will  be  able 
to  say  whether  the  facts  alleged  are 
i  correct  or  not,  and  if  so,  what  is  the 
reason  why  tbts  divergence  of  opinion 
exists  upon  a  matter  so  essentially  im- 
portant to  the  well-being  and  safety  aUke(rf 
the  mercantile  marine  and  of  the  Royal 
Navy. 

*Mr.  DAVID  MaoIVER  (Liverpool. 
Kirkdale) :  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible 
for  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  or 
anybody  else  to  name  a  single  instance 
of  a  Bntish-owned  trading  steamer  fitted 
with  the  BeUeville  boilers  which  has  been 
a  success.  The  conditions  of  cross- 
Channel  service  approximate  to  some  of 
the  Admiralty  requirements,  but  none  of 
the  vessels  engaged  in  thme  services  are 
fitted  with  water-tube  boilers.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  also  that  the  experience  of 
such  people  as  the  managers  of  the  White 
Star  Line,  or  of  our  other  great  shipping 
companies,  might  prove  to  be  just  as 
'  valuable  as  that  of  the  Messageries 
Maritimes.  It  was  quite  a  new  departure 
for  the  Admiralty  to  go  to  France  for 
mercantile  experience.  But  while  I  have 
been  speaking  in  favour  of  cylindrical 
boilers  for  all  ordinary  puiposes,  that 
is  quite  a  different  stoiy  from  what 
was  put  forward  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  in  reply  to  the  noble  Lord 
behind  me,  as  to  the  special  circumstances 
under  which  the  fighting  ships  of  Her 
Majesty's  Navy  may  have  to  work.  It  k 
reaUy  and  truly  the  fact  that  with  the 
common  types  of  cylindrical  boilers  in  the 
mercantile  service  to  treat  them  fairly  yo« 
must  not  raise  steam  too  rabidly.  I  tmok 
every  m^ber  of  the  Committee,  whether 
in  favour  or  averse  to  water-tube  boilen 
for  ordinary  use,  will  agree  with  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  that  the  conditions 
under  which  Her  Majesty's  fighting  ships 
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ipay  have  to  work,  go  far  as  regards  such 
vessels  to  justify  putting  in  water-tube 
toilers,  which  possess  special  advantages 
for  getting  up  steam  quickly.  Possess- 
ing as  I  do  some  experience  in  this  matter, 
I,  leel  warranted  in  saying  that  I  think 
^e  Admiralty  go  too  far  in  adopting 
irater-tube  boilers  for  all  purposes, 
although  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
reasonable  ground  for  the  country  bein^ 
Inarmed  at  what  we  are  doing  in  this 
respect,  as  regards  our  fighting  ships, 
because  other  luitioiis  are  doing  t£e  same. 


Mr.    GIBSON     BOWLES  (Lynn 
Kegis)  :  I   go   a  little   beyond  what 
has  been  said  upon  this  subject,  for  I 
think  there  is  much  more  blame  on  the 
aide  of  the  Admiralty  than  on  the  side  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ga^shead.    I  think 
tihe  hon.  Member  who  has  just  spoken 
has  a  little  under -appreciated  the  extent 
to  which   these  Belleville  boilers  are 
being  used   in  the  mercantile  marine. 
The  non.  Member  for  Hull  uses  the  water- 
tube  boilers — though  not  of  the  Belle- 
ville type  —  to  a  large  extent  on  his 
vessels ;  and  they  are  also  in  use  on  the 
service  between  Newhaven  and  Dieppe, 
where  they  have  been  used  ver^  success- 
fully.  I  think  our  experience  is  in  favour 
of  water-tube  boilers — I  do  not  say  of 
Belleville  boilers  in  particular,  because 
I  think  there  are  probably  better  types  of 
water-tube  boilers  than  the  Belleville. 
I  think  the  Government  have  also  shown 
that  they  are  of  this  opinion,  because  the 
Admiralty  are  now  trying  six  or  eight 
different  kinds  of  water-tube  boilers. 
That  fact,  I  think,  shows  that  upon  this 
subject  at  any  rate  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  an  accessible  mind  in  regard 
to  the  various  kinds  of  water^tube  boilers. 
XTpon  this  point  even  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  seems  to  have  given  way 
to  the  Admir^ty  in  reference  to  water- 
tube  boilers.    The  business  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  is  to  get  a  good 
thing  and  work  it ;  out  the  business  of 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
seems  to  be  to  get  a  good  thing  and  say 
it  is  bad,  and  his  object  seems  to  be  to  fix 
the  absolutely  irreducible  minimum  of 
possible  existence.    With  regard  to  coal 
consumption,  that  is  a  point  upon  which  I 
am  not  thoroughly  satisfied.     I  heard 
my  noble  friend  say  that  it  was  pos- 
sible  to   manipulate   these  returns  so 
AS   to   show  a   smaller  consumption. 


Then  there  is  another  point,  and  that  is 
as  to  the  very  great  increase — which  I 
believe  is  undoubted — of  smoke  produc- 
tion with  the  water-tube  boiler.    That  is 
very  serious,  because  it  indicates  incom- 
plete combustion  of  .fuel.   I  should  very 
much  like  the  First  Lord  to  be  able  to 
reassure  us  about  that  matter,  because  it 
is  veiy  serious  on  two  grounds.    It  is 
serious,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  should 
be  possible  for  men-of-war  to  be  followed 
about  and  seen  by  a  column  of  smoke  along  ■ 
the  horizon,  and  it  is  serious  in  the 
second  place  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  consumption  of  coal,  because  the 
greater  amount  of  smoke  suggests  a  large 
increase  in  the  consumption  of  coal.  One 
point  has  not  been  mentioned  which 
ought  to  be  taken  into  account  in  con- 
sidering the  merits  of  the  water-tube 
boiler.    I  believe  that  without  the  water- 
tube  boiler  it  would  have  been  impossible 
to    increase  the  speed  of  the  torpedo 
boat  destroyer  from  25  to  30  knots.   I  do 
not  think  we  should  pay  the  slightest 
attention  to  the  prejudiced  opinion  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  his 
advisers  as  to  the  durability  of  these 
boilers.    I  think  there  is  force  in  the 
suggestion  which  has  been  made  by  my 
hon.  friend  behind  me  (Mr.  Penn),  viz : 
that  certain  of  these  boilers  might  be  used 
in  combination,  and  I  would  join  in  urging 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  very 
great  desirability  of  making  a  far  more 
extended  trial  of  these  boilers  than  has 
yet  been  made. 


Mr.  GOSCHEN:  With  reference  to  the 
remark  of  my  hon.  friend  behind  me  (Mr 
Maclver)  that  the  Admiralty  have  gone 
to  France  for  mercantile  experience,  Ibeg 
to  say  that  that  is  not  the  case.  What 
happened  was  this.  The  French  navy 
introduced  Belleville  boilers,  and  are  using 
them.  We  could  not  ask  for  a  passage  in 
a  French  man-of-war  for  an  officer  to  study 
the  working  of  the  boilers,  and  so  the 
Admiralty  despatched  one  of  their  staff  in 
order  to  study  the  working  of  the  boiler 
on  board  one  of  the  Messageries  steamers. 
With  reference  to  the  question  asked 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Edmund  Robertson),  we  are  trying  various 
kinds  of  boilers,  especially  the  small 
water-tube  boilers.  In  an  article  in  the 
Morning  Post  it  was  stated  that  the 
Yarrow  boilers  are  being  imported  into 
Russia.    We  have  no  information  to  that 
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effect.  On  the  contraiy,  our  information 
IB  that  all  the  Russian  ships  now  being 
built  are  to  have  Belleville  boilers,  except 
one,  which  is  to  have  Nicklausse  boilers. 
With  regard  to  the  small-tube  boilers,  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  satisfied  that 
the  life  of  boilers  of  that  class  would  be 
long  enough  for  use  in  a  large  ship  before 
they  are  adopted.  It  womd,  again,  be 
unwise  to  sacrifice  the  homogeneity  of  a 
.ship  as  r^ards  boilers,  as  it  is  of  great 
advantage  that  a  msm  should  be  aue  to 

to  from  one  stokehold  to  another  without 
nding  that  he  has  a  different  class  of 
boiler  to  look  after.    The  Admiralty  are 
not  in  the  least  bound  to  the  Belleville 
boiler,  though  we  are  anxious  to  see  what 
advantages  it  possesses  as  compared  with 
other  boilers.    The  Department  is  al  so 
watching  with  great  care  the  comparative 
advantages  of  introducing  the  small  water- 
tube  boiler  to  a  greater  extent  in  the 
larger  ships  than  has  hitherto  been  the  case. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  there  should 
be  a  squadron  of  ships  fitted  only  with 
the  water-tube  boiler,  and  that  there 
should  be  two  ships  of  about  the  same 
dimensions  where  the   test  might  be 
applied  of  one  against  the  other.    It  is 
probable  that  in  the  course  of  time  these 
events  may  happen,  but  supposing  you 
were  to  run  two  ships  in  the  way  sug- 
gested, there  would  not  be  found  any- 
thing in  the  cruise  which  would  afford  an 
opportunity  to  test  the  comparative  ad- 
vantages which  each  ship  would  have, 
l^e  custinguishing  characteristics  would 
remain — namely,   that  the  water-tube 
boiler  would  be  able  to  get  up  speed 
quicker  than  the  other,  while  the  strate- 
gical advantages  of  the  water-tube  boiler 
would  remain  also.    We  are  also  bound 
to  ascertain  what  disadvantages  would  be 
forthcoming,    and  these  disadvantages 
might  be  such  as  to  create  an  impression 
against  the  water-tube  boiler.    Stilt,  its 
strategical  advant^es,  for  which,  after 
all,  the  ships  are  built,  are  such  as  to  need 
Tery  strong  evidence  indeed  to  justify  a 
newdeparture.  Althou^thecoal consump- 
tion is  somewhat  larger  and  the  difficulties 
somewhat  greater,  nevertheless  I  think 
we  ought  to  stand  by  the  water-tube 
boiler.    The  non-adoption  of  the  water- 
tube  boiler  by  the  mercantile  marine 
makes  no  impression  on  me.    In  the  first 
place  merchant  ships  do  not  require  the 
strategical  advantages  which  the  water- 
tube  boiler  gives  to  the  Navy;  and 
with  the  cylindrioal  Ixnler  there  is  no  need 

Mr.  Qoai^m.. 


for  that  extreme  care  and  discipline  in  the 

stokehold  which  is  one  of  the  requirements 
of  the  water-tube  boiler.  The  question 
of  minor  defects  needs  constant  and 
careful  watching,  and,  of  course,  tiie 
Admiralty  are  paying  continuouB  attentim 
to  the  subject. 

Mr.  EDMUND  BOBEBTSON:  The 
right  hon.  Oentleman  has  not  siud  any- 
thing as  to  the  divergence  in  the  views  d 
the  Board  of  Trade  lud  the  Admiralty  oa 
the  question  of  safety. 

Me.  GOSCHEN  :  The  Board  of  Trada 
look  upon  iha  matter  from  a  totally 
ferent  point  of  view.  That  Departanflot 
has  not  had  the  same  experience  g&as- 
ally  as  to  the  employment  of  water-tabe 
boilers,  and  it  is  perfectly  right,  until  far- 
ther information  is  forthcoming,  to  take 
precautions  as  to  safety. 

Mr.  EDMUND  KOBERTSON :  I  have 
looked  at  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  is 
the  authority  for  the  action  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  I  find  they  are  authorised 
to  give  certificates  for  twelve  months,  and 
I  am  infoiTOed  that  they  do  give  such 
certificates.  The  allegation  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Gateshead  was  that  tiie 
granting  of  the  certificate  for  three  months 
instead  of  twelve,  on  account  of  ships 
having  water-tube  boilers,  was  due  to  tie 
fact  that  the  Principal  Surveyor  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  disbelieved  in  the  aaieby 
of  this  class  of  passenger  ship.  I  am  sony 
we  cannot  clear  up  this  matter  any  fur^ 
ther,  and  I  will  therefore  pass  away  from 
it.  The  other  matter  I  wish  to  refer  to 
is  one  that  I  raised  two  years  ago,  and 
which  relates  to  the  imfortunate  dispute 
in  the  engineering  trade  which  caused  sa 
much  disturbance  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
shipbuilding  department  of  the  Admiralty. 
Without  going  into  details,  I  may  say 
that  early  in  the  stru^le  I  tried  to  get 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  declan- 
tion  of  what  his  policy  would  be  in 
respect  of  penalties  provided  for  in  Ae 
form  of  contract  under  what  is  called 
the  strike  clause.  I  wanted  him  to 
declare  while  the  strike  was  still  in  pro- 
gress, for  the  information  of  all  parties, 
whether  the  word  "  strike "  would  in- 
clude the  "  lock  out "  which  was  the  cause 
of  the  disturbance.  The  r^t  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  answer  my  qoeriei; 
and  down  to  the  beginning  of  this  year  I 
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had  really  not  been  able  to  ascertain  what 
the  view  of  the  Admiralty  was — whether 
they  regarded  "  lock  out "  as  being  in- 
cluded in  "strike,"  or  whether,  as  was 
once  suggested,  they  had  been  advised 
that  it  was  illegal  to  exact  penalties  at 
all.  I  had  to  leave  the  matter  there,  but 
I  do  not  think  it  was  a  satisfactory 
position  in  which  to  leave  it.  I  believe  I 
was  right  in  my  contention  that  a  "  lock 
out "  was  not  included  in  the  terms  of  the 
strike  clause,  and  that  the  penalties  were 
legally  enforcible,  and  that  the  parties 
ought  to  have  been  told  at  the  begmning 
what  the  policy  of  the  Admiralty  would 
he,  because  it  had  a  very  powerful  and 
important  bearing  on  the  matter.  The 
Committee  of  Public  Accounts  have  had 
this  matter  recently  before  them,  and  I 
want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  language  that  they  use.  They 
refer  to  specific  cases  which  I  need  not 
mention  in  detail,  and  say  : 

**The  iastalments  paid  to  that  date 
anuHmted  to  ii^Juii  jE^OOO  of  the  full  otm- 
tract  price.  The  penaltaes  alrwdy  incnrred  to 
that  date  exceeded  this  iasaed  bwtnce  of  par- 
chase  money.  The  Admiralty  propose  to  waive 
the  pen^ties." 

Then  they  go  on  to  say : 

"  Your  Committee  felt  themselves  called 
«pon  last  year  to  observe  '  upon  similar  illns- 
tratioQs  of  administoative  policy  which  appear 
to  reduce  t^e  penalty  clMuee  of  contracts  to 
little  more  than  an  empty  form  of  words.' " 

That  is  the  declaration  in  two  successive 
sessions  of  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee.  They  go  on  to  say : 

"  Your  Committee  deem  it  prudent  to  with- 
hold for  the  present  any  definitive  jud^ent 
on  the  matter  ;  bub  the  question  is  so  impor- 
tcmt  (involving  as  it  does  not  only  consider- 
able sums  of  public  money,  but  also  the 
relations  of  contractors  to  a  spending  Depart- 
ment) that  it  ought  not  to  oe  lost  si^nt  of 
in  the  Reports  upon  future  Appropriation 
Accounts  01  the  Navy  ;  and  in  the  opmion  of 
your  Committee  it  i»  desirable  that  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor-General  should  be  in  a 
position  to  report  fnlly  opoa  all  pcualtiee  in- 
curred by,  and  all  penalties  waived  in  favour 
of,  the  several  contractors." 

That  is  a  very  important  deliverance  on 
the  part  (rf  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, and  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what 
line  of  policy  he  intends  in  future  to 
parsue  with  reference  to  this  question. 
On  this  hangs  another  small  question. 
Some  two  years  ago,  shortly  after  the 


commencement  of  this  trade  dispute,  and 
when  attention  had  been  callea  to  the 

terms  of  the  strike  clause  which  appeared 
to  exclude  lock-outs,  the  Admiralty  set 
about  re-drafting  the  common  form  of 
contract.  More  than  a  year  and  a  half 
ago  I  asked  the  Secretary  for  the 
Admiralty  if  he  would  let  me  have 
a  copy  of  the  new  form  of  contract. 
I  put  that  question  again  three  or 
four  weeks  ago,  but  from  that  time  to 
this  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  from 
the  Admiralty  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
House  a  copy  of  the  new  form  of  contract, 
which  they  nave  adopted  or  are  about  to 
adopt.  Possibly  I  may  be  informed  now 
what  is  the  exact  stage  of  that  instrument^ 
whether  the  new  form  of  contract  has 
been  settled,  and  if  so,  whether  the  Ad- 
miralty will  lay  a  copy  before  the  House. 
In  the  same  connection  perhaps  I  may 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
another  deliverance  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee.  In  reference  to  the  same 
state  of  affairs  they  referred  to  the 
fact  that: 

-  Owing  to  the  dispute  in  the  engineering  trade 
in  1897-98  the  contractors  for  certain  hnlls  of 
ships  were  unable  to  earn  payment  of  the  full  in- 
stalments, such  instalments  beiog  due  only  upon 
the  complrtion  of  d^ned  porttons  of  work,  and 
they  applied  to  the  Admiralty  for  advances  on 
account.  The  circnmRtances  appeared  to  the 
Admiralty  to  justify  such  advances,  and  tipon 
a  total  of  instalments  amounting  to  £43,64S^ 
which  would  have  been  payable  if  the  con- 
ditions above  stated  had  been  fulfilled,  sums 
certified  to  be  within  the  limit  of  wrarkaetnatW- 
done  were  advanced  to  the  amount  oi  £W,UO. 
Although  these  advances  were  not  l^ally 
claimable,  no  provision  was  made  for  charges 
of  interest  upon  them." 

The  Committee  appear  to  have  pro- 
tested against  advances  being  made 
without  a&ving  anything  charged  npon 
them,  and  upon  this  matter  also 
perhaps  the  Admiralty  representatives 
will  be  able  to  tell  us  what  position  they 
intend  to  take  with  reference  to  this  de- 
liverance of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Accounts. 

GoHiCANDER  BETHELL  (Yorkshire, 
East  Biding  Hoklemess):  Although  it  is 
perfectly  true  that  of  late  years  there  has 
not  been  much  criticism  on  the  general 
field  of  shipbuilding,  as  to  the  types  of 
ships,  there  are  one  or  two  questions 
which  seem  to  me  to  be  of  some  interest. 
I  quite  agree  there  is  not  much  room  for 
criticism  on  the  general  types  of  ships,, 
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because  all  the  world  is  practically  agreed 
that  certain  types  must  be  used  for  men- 
of-war.  Battleships  of  certain  sizes  of 
different  countries  are  substantially  the 
same.  In  fact,  we  may  contrast  two  ships 
nowadays  by  their  tonnage,  which  is  a 
great  deal  more  than  we  used  to  be  able 
to  do.  During  the  last  three  or  four  years 
we  have  had  three  new  different  types  of 
battleship — types,  that  is  to  say,  the  same, 
but  the  sizes  are  different.  I  should  rather 
likeforaminute  or  two  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  apparently  small 
advantage  we  get  from  the  very  largely 
increased  size  of  battleships.  I  take  the 
"Canopus,"  one  of  the  smallest  battle- 
ships we  make,  and  contrast  it  with  the 
"  Formidable,"  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
class,  and  I  find  that  the  small  ship  com- 
pares so  favourably  with  the  large  ship 
that,  except  in  the  matter  of  armour,  in  all 
the  great  characteristics  of  fighting  ships 
they  are  equaL  The  smaller  ship  has  a 
slightly  superior  speed,  the  same  storage 
of  coal,  the  same  ammunition,  and  the 
same  draught,  bilt  the  depth  of  armour  is, ' 
of  course,  stronger  and  thicker  and  of 
ffli^ter  resisting  power  on  the  larger  ship. 
Except  for  that  I  think  there  is  no  ad- 
vantage. One  mi^ht  also  contrast  the 
lighter  type  of  ship  in  the  same  way. 
■Cwing  to  modern  inventions  the  armour 
upon  the  lighter  types  is  of  greater  re- 
sisting power  than  formerly  was  the  case, 
and  the  real  difference  between  a 
14,000-ton  E^p  and  a  lighter  one  is  much 
less  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been. 
This  brings  up  the  interesting  question 
which  I  should  like  to  suggest,  viz., 
whether  this  diflference  in  thickness,  in 
the  resisting  power  of  the  armour,  is  of 
such  importance  as  to  make  it  worth 
while  so  very  largely  to  increase  the  size 
of  battleships.  Obviously,  the  Admir- 
alty are  very  naturally  uncertain  about 
this,  because  tJiey  have  built  the  class  of 
13,000  tons,  the  "Formidable  "  of  15,000, 
and  have  now  gone  back  again  to  the 
14,000.  The  difference  of  2,000  is  very 
considerable  in  a  battleship,  and  it  would 
be  interesting  to  know  whether  the 
Admiralty,  after  further  considering  the 
question,  are  inclined  to  think  it  advisable 
or  not  to  go  on  increasing  the  battleships 
of  these  l^ge  types.  I  am  not  at  all  sure 
whether  too  much  may  not  be  sacrificed 
to  very  great  speed.  I  believe  that  view 
is  entertained  to  a  certun  extent.  I  have 
never  been  able  to  satisfy  myself  that 
Aacrifidng  much  to  speed  in  battleships  is 


likely  to  give  that  advantage  which  is 
anticipated  over  another  fleet  of  some- 
what slower  speed,  but  of  greater  arma- 
ment— a    greater    armament   than  is 

fenerally  considered  to  be  the  case.  If 
pass  from  battleships  to  first-class 
cruisers,  an  entirely  new  question  presents 
itself.  We  discussed  tiois  matter  very 
briefly  last  year,  and  I  may  point  oat  that 
the  question  of  cruisers  has  been  very 
largely  modified  by  the  fact  that  the  re- 
sisting power  of  armour  has  been  so 
largely  increased.  I  may  remark  that 
the  Admiralty  while  they  are  building 
armoured  cruisers  protected  with  outside 
armour  of  very  high  resisting  power,  are 
also  building  the  same  size  of  snip — what 
is  called  the  protected  ship;  that  is  to 
say,  with  protected  decks — without 
any  armour  at  all. 

Mr.  G0SCH£N  was  understood  to 

dissent. 

Commander  BETHELL  :  Well,  within 
1,000  tons.  But  the  point  I  should  like 
to  suggest  is,  is  it  worth  while,  now  that 
we  have  got  these  means  of  protecting 
our  cruisers,  to  build  "  protected  "  cruisers 
of  approximately  the  same  size  as  the 
armoured  cruisers,  seeing  that  armoured 
cruisers  have  such  an  immense  advantage 
with  such  a  small  additional  size  and 
weight  ?  Obviously  the  two  ships  are  in- 
tended to  do  practically  the  same  work. 
It  is  a  question  of  policy  to  conmder 
whether  it  is  worth  while  building  these 
two  classes  of  ships  to  do  substantially  the 
same  work,  when  one  is  so  infinitely 
superior  to  the  other  in  eveiy 
characteristic  of  vessel,  whether  it 
be  built  for  battle  or  for  cruising. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Admiralty 
have  practically  decided  not  to  build 
vessels  of  the  "Niobe  "class  in  future.  1 
have  no  special  criticism  to  make  either 
as  to  the  vessels  now  being  built  or  any 
suggestion  as  to  the  type  of  the  ships  in 
general,  but  I  would  ask  my  right  hon. 
mend  whether  we  are  not  building  a  con- 
siderable number  of  small  vessels  slow  of 
speed  for  the  work  now  to  be  done. 
Looking  through  the  Estimates  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  we  are  building  rather 
a  large  number  of  very  small  cruisers 
which  cannot  bo  expected  to  undertake 
the  duties  of  vessels  which  have  to  keep 
at  sea  for  long  periods.  I  also  desire  to 
point  out  that  it  would  be  a  great  advan- 
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tage  if  we  were  given  information  about 
armour.  We  know  what  guns  and  arma- 
ments our  ships  carry,  but  we  have  no 
means  of  knowing  what  armour  is  placed 
on  their  sides  or  its  nature.  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  also  be  alue 
to  tell  us  that  the  Admiralty  will  take 
into  further  consideration  the  question  of 
tbe  size  of  battleships,  which  seems  to  me 
to  be  hi^ily  important. 


Mr.  C.  H.  WILSON  (Hull.  W.):  I 
did  not  know  that  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Gateshead  intended  to  make 
bis  annual  attack  on  the  water-tube 
boOer  so  early  in  the  afternoon,  or  I 
would  have  been  present.  Perhaps  it 
may  interest  the  Committee  to  hear  the 
experience  of  my  firm  in  connection  with 
water-tube  boilers.  It  really  has  been 
the  same  as  that  of  the  Admiralty.  These 
boilers  require  more  skill  and  care  in 

^f.^"?^'""'? '  'Y^^.T  r'lT  ^  coal-carrying  '  capacity.  As  we  have  coal 
the  extent  mentioned  by  the  F»«t  Lord  j  ^  -^^  Jj  ^Cworld,  and  thus  differ 
o^  the  Admiralty    One  vessel  which  we  ^^^er  nations,  I  am  of  opinion 

*  J*  »  that  the  Admiralty   would  be  wSe  to 

seven  yeaiH  ago  18  stiU  doing  the  ordm^  check  the  tendency  to  which  I  have  re- 
work of  a  merchant  cargo  steamer  with-  -  .  j  ■  however  mainlv  to  ask 
out  any  trouble,  and  has  been  working  ^        However,  mainly  to  asK 


present  boiler  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past, 
and  that  water-tube  boilers  of  some  de- 
scription will  come  into  general  use  for 
the  benefit  of  steiun  naWgation.  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  having  a  long  conver- 
sation with  the  chief  engineer  to  the 
Admiralty  only  last  evening,  and  his  view 
agrees  with  mine  that  the  Admiralty  are 
perfectly  right  in  the  steps  they  have 
taken,  and  that  they  have  no  reason  to 
fear  criticism.  Of  course  greater  care 
must  be  taken  in  ike  ntaaagoniBnt  of  a 
water-tube  boiler,  as  it  is  as  different  from 
an  ordinary  boiler  as  a  race  horse  is  from  a 
cart  horse,  but  with  experience  and  the 
discipline  of  the  Navy  that  ought  not  to  be 
difficult.  I  cordially  a^ree  witli  the 
policy  of  the  Admiralty  in  this  general 
adoption  of  the  water-tube  boiler. 

♦Sir  j.  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth) : 
I  think  we  have  been  too  much  inclined 
in  this  country  to  sacrifice  armament  to 


say 

any  way,  and  uw*  w  u»kc  ii,  j 
out  and  put  back  the  old  boiler.  Almost ' 
every  year  since  1895  we  have  fitt6d  one 
or  more  steamers  with  water-tube  boilers, 
and  we  should  not  have  done  that  if  the 
consumption  of  coal  had  been  excessive. 
I  think  the  difiiculty  in  connection  with 
these  boilers  has  been  solved,  for  every 
€k>vemment  almost  without  exception 


date  on  which  it  first  received  a  subsidy. 

find  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  three 
vessels  which  have  been  receiving  a 
subsidy  for  twelve  years,  while  several 
Cunard  and  P.  and  0.  steamers  with 
every  modern  requirement  are  not  subsi- 
dised at  all.  The  reason  why  these  old 
steamers  are  receiving  subsidies  is  that 
they  are  the  property  of  the  Canadian 
engaged  in  building  warships  now  ^^  l^^i^cC^^ny^  B^d'itjmp^^^ 
th?m  with  water-tute  boiled  I  think,  i  f^f^  subsidies  improved  the  relations 
♦1.™*™-       *  *i,    A  .^'i  between  our  colonies  and  ourselves.  But 

their  ships  with  these  boilers.    At  the  ! 
same  time  I  believe  that  experience  is 
teaching  them  the  weak  points,  as  it 


taught  my  firm.  In  a  life-long  con- 
nection with  shipping  I  have  found 
that  every  improvement  in  machinery 
has  to  go  through  grades  of  experience 
and  difficulty.  We  have  had  steps  for- 
ward, from  the  engine  with  two  cylinders 
to  the  compound  engine  and  the  triple 
cylindrical  engine,  but  boilers  have  made 
small  progress  up  to  the  present.  My 
own  feeling  is  that  in  course  of  time  the 


morrow,  we  would  take  a  P.  and  O. 
steamer  from  the  China  side  of  the  Pacific 
in  preference  to  these  twelve-year  old 
steamers  which  are  worn  out  and  non- 
effective. I  hope  therefore  my  right  hon. 
friend  will  supply  us  in  future  with  the 
information  for  which  I  now  ask.  We 
ought  not  to  continue  to  pay  subsidies  to 
vessels  not  up  to  date  simply  because  we 
once  did  it  to  please  a  large  (»lony. 

Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWOETH: 
On  the  subject  mentioned  by  my  hon. 
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and  gallant  friend,  perhaps  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  be  able  to  tell  us  what 
the  new  m-angement  is  which  he  in- 
formed us  had  Men  entered  into  with  the 
merchant  cruisers.  I  do  not  press  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  the  informa- 
tion would  be  of  great  interest  if  he  were 
able  to  give  it  to  us.  There  is  another 
matter  on  which,  if  the  tdme  is  considered 
suitable,  I  think  we  ought  to  have  some 
information,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  the 
new  armoured  cruisers,  not  only  the 
dockymrd,  but  the  contract  cruisers  also. 


Sir  ELLIOTT  LEES  (Birkenhead) :  I  i 
desire  to  direct  attention  to  the  delay  in  | 
the  delivery  of  armour  plating.  Last  year 
we  had  a  short  supply,  and  the  First  Lord  ' 
himself  drew  attention  to  the  subject  in 
Comnuttee.    It  is   lamentable  to  see 
ships  waiting  for  months  simply  because 
the  (wntractors  cannot  obtain  the  neces- 
sary quantity  of  armour  plating.  I  think 
it  would  be  desirable  if  the  First  Lord  in 
his  reply  would  reassure  the  Committee 
and  the  country  on  this  matter. 


Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD:  I 
should  like  to  ask  my  ri^ht  hon.  friend  a 
few  questions  on  the  Shipbuilding  Vote. 
The  Americans  are  now  using  elwtricity 
to  a  great  extent  in  aX[  their  new  Wtle- 
ships  and  cruisers.  One  of  the  first  things 
we  have  to  look  after  is  the  health  of  our 
men,  and  we  ought  to  reduce  the ' 
number  of  steam  pipes  which  cause  so  ' 
much  heat  on  a  ship.  I  do  not  see  why  we  , 
should  not  use  electricity  more  than  we  ! 
do  for  hoists  and  many  other  things.  I 
saw  an  electric  engine  on  the  "Wis- 
consin "  which  could  turn  the  turret  per- 
fectly easily.  In  all  the  auxiliary  services 
on  that  ship  electricity  is  used,  and  I  hope 
my  right  hon.  friend  will  be  able  to  inform 
us  that  the  Admiralty  wUl  look  into  the 
matter.  I  should  also  like  to  ask  if  the 
Admiralty  are  taking  any  steps  to  get  rid 
of  the  muzzle-loading  guns.  Another 
question  I  would  ask  is  whether  orders 
have  been  issued  that  all  6-inch  gims  are 
to  be  made  quick-firing  guns.  I  would  also 
like  to  know  whether  the  Admiralty  have 
reduced  the  number  of  watertight  doors 
in  the  new  vessels.  I  pointed  out  last 
year  that  no  ship  of  any  sort  that  had 
been  hit  by  a  ram  or  a  torpedo 
had  been  able  to  keep  afloat  as  a  result  of 
her  water-tight  doors.    I  would  suggest 

Sir  U.  KaySkuttleworth. 


that  the  doors  be  placed  higher  up  in 
order  to  stop  the  first  influx  of  water,  and 
I  believe  that  the  "  Victoria  "  would  have 
been  saved  if  the  doors  had  been  fitted  in 
that  way.  On  the  financial  question  I 
think  the  Committee  and  the  country 
imagine  that  the  Admiralty  are  spending 
a  great  deal  more  on  the  Navy  than  they 
really  are.  In  1896-7  and  1897-8  iA» 
Admiralty  made  out  a  programme  which 
allowed  7\  millions  to  be  spent  annually 
on  •hipbuilding.  In  1897-8,  through  no 
fault  of  the  Admiralty,  there  was  a  deficit 
of  £2,270,000.  The  FirstXonl  last  year 
stated  that  he  was  going  to  make  up 
£1,400,000,  which  still  left  short  by 
£800,000  the  amount  which  the 
Admiralty  concluded  ought  to  be  spent 
in  shipbuilding.  I  ventured  to  teU 
the  First  Lora  that  he  was  count- 
ing this  £1,400,000  in  two  ways,  first  by 
nwdn^  up  the  deficit,  and  secondly  by 
including  it  in  the  ordinu-y  shipbuilding 
Vote  of  the  year.  I  was  called  to  order 
and  did  not  pursue  that  subject,  but  I 
still  maintain  that  the  First  Lord  counted 
that  sum  twice.  After  that  the  House 
was  alarmed  at  the  Russian  programme,, 
and  when  I  asked  repeated  questions  on 
the  subject  the  First  Lord  said  he  did  not 
believe  the  information  I  submitted. 


Mr.  GOSGHEK:  I  did  not  sa^  I  did 
not  believe  it,  but  that  I  had  no  informa- 
tion on  the  subject. 


Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD :  Of 
course,  I  accept  my  right  hon.  friend's 
version,  but  I  told  him  at  the  time  that  I 
had  information,  and  the  Government 
ought  to  have,  before  a  private  member, 
information  on  such  a  serious  matter. 
Eventually,  as  the  Committee  knows, 
First  Lord  admitted  that  m^  information 
was  accurate.  Then  the  f^rst  Lord  pro- 
posed an  increase  of  four  battleships,  four 
cruisers,  and,  I  think,  twelve  torpedo- 
boat  destroyers.  Now  this  is  the  point  I 
wish  to  make.  If  the  seven  and  a  quarter 
millions  programme,  which  was  based  on 
what  foreign  countries  were  doing,  had 
been  adhered  to  in  1896-7  and  1897-8  we 
would  be  exactly  in  the  same  positira  as 
we  are  now  without  this  two  million^ 
which  the  First  Lord  lays  down  as  an 
extra  shipbuilding  Vote.  We  are  really 
not  adding  anjrthing  becanse  of  the 
Russian  programme.    I  think,  howevOT, 
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our  sbipbmlding  Vote  is  enough.  I 
think  we  are  going  on  very  well  indeed, 
and  that  tJie  Admiraltv  are  doing 
extiwnely  weU,l>ut  I  hold  we  are  not 
devoting  dus  two  millions  because  of  the 
Busidiua  programme.  We  are  only  making 
up  the  ground  we  have  lost.  The  Navu 
fSstimates  look  large,  but  after  all  they 
are  only  an  insurance  on  what  we  hare  to 
defend.  I  should  be  very  much  obliged 
if  my  right  hon.  friend  would  clear  up 
this  matter  of  the  Bussian  programme, 
and  (Jso  answer  my  other  qnesticnu. 

«SiB  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  wish  to 
say  a  few  words  in  endorsement  of  what 
has  been  just  said  by  the  noble  Lord  with 
reference  to  the  Bussian  programme.  I 
think  the  Admiralty  ought  to  tell  us,  if 
they  fairly  can  in  the  interest  of  the 
country,  what  that  programme  is.  Our 
programme  for  the  present  year  is  to 
some  extent  elastic  and  depends  to  a  large 
extent  on  the  Bosdan  programme.  We 
faiow  pretty  well  tiie  state  of  thin^  with 
regara  to  the  Russian  contract  ships,  but 
we  know  nothing  about  the  ships  being 
built  in  the  Russian  yards.  Every  private 
slip  in  France  where  a  battleship  oca  cruiser 
can  be  built  is  occupied  for  Russia  at  the 
present  time,  and  Russian  ships' are  also 
being  built  in  Germany.    With  regard  to 
cruisers  we  know  something  about  what 
is  being  done  in  America,  but  we  were 
informed  that  five  large  cruisers  and  two 
battlmhips  were  to  be  built  in  Russia,  and 
whethw  they  are  being  rapidly  pro- 
ceeded with  or  not  will  decids  whewer 
there  is  to  be  an  addition  to  or  subbw^ 
tion  from  our  programme.    I  think  the 
Pirst  Lord  will  admit  that  our  pro- 
gramme depends  to  some  extent  on  the 
Russian  programme,  and  we  cannot  vote 
this  money  without  being  told  what  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  Government  with 
reference  to  the  rate  of  progress  of  the 
Bussian  programme  or  else  being  asked 
to  trust  the  Admiralty  on  the  ground 
that  the  national  interests  are  opposed  to 
«  statement  on  that  subject.   We  know 
that  some  of  the  representatives  of  this 
country  at  the  Peace  Conference  are  of 
opinion  that  it  will  produce  a  retardation 
of  the  Russian  naval  programme,  and  I 
would  ask  ■  tb«  Qpvernmeut  whether  that 
ia  the  case  or  not; 


Me.  GOSCHEN:  Nothing  has  oc- 
curred since  the  Naval  Estimates  were 


introduced  to  show  any  chang|6  of  pro- 
gramme on  the  part  of  Russia.  The 
situi^on  is  exactly  where  it  was  then, 
and  therefore  there  is  nothing  to  induce 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  change 
their  programme.  We  stand  precisely 
where  we  did,  and  there  has  been  practi- 
cally no  change.  The  situation  is  this. 
The  Russian  programme,  under  what  is 
called  the  nineteen  million  roubles  vote  of 
credit — that  is  roughly  about  nine  millions 
sterling — included  eight  battleships,  and 
of  this  number  four  have  been  commenced. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DUiKE:  With  a  view 
to  completion  in  1900. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  cannot  say  that. 
I  expect  the  Russian  view  of  completion 
is  very  like  our  own — it  depends  very 
much  on  a  variety  of  circumstances.  The 
Russian  Government  have  begun  these 
ships,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
they  are  not  going  to  proceed  with  them 
in  the  ordinary  way.    One  of  these  ships 
is  being  built  in  America,  another  in 
France,  one   at  the   Baltic  works  by 
a  private    firm,  and   a    fourth  ship 
has   also    been    laid    down.  These 
four  battleships  correspond  with  the 
four   battleships  for   which   we  had 
authority  under  the  supplementary  pro- 
gramme of  last  year.    In  reply  to  my 
noble  friend,  I  look  rather  to  the  ship- 
building  programme  than  to  the  actual 
money  that  has  been  spent.    We  are 
precisely  where  we  intended  to  be  so  far 
as  the  commencement  of  ships  is  con- 
cerned.   Early  in  the  year  it  was  thought 
that  the  French  would  introduce  another 
battleship  which  might  be  begun  quite 
late  in  the  year,  but  for  which  they  took 
no  money.    Therefore  at  that  time  there 
were  five  battleships  pending  which  we 
should  require  to  meet.    Most  of  them 
are,  so  to  speak,  still  in  the  air,  and  it  is 
not  contemplated  that  the  French  will 
commence  their  battleships  during  the 
present  year.    With  reference  to  the  four 
Russian  battleships,  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  ,two  will  be  commenced  at 
St.  Petersburg  in  the  course  of  the 
present  financial  year,  but  the  Russians 
do  not  tell  us  in  advance  whether  they 
are  going  to  build  ships  or  what  ships 
they  are  going  to  lay  down.  Sometimes 
private  information  may  ooze  out  and 
may  be  communicated  to  persons  in  this 
country,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  get 
official  information.      There  are  slips 
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availaUe  tar  the  commencement  of  the 
ironclads  I  have  spoken  of,  and  it  is  likely 
they  will  be  commenced.   Therefore  I  am 
not  prepared  to  recede  from  the  position  I 
took  up  in  April  last,  but  I  should  be  sorry 
to  part  from  this  subject  without  saying 
that  I  see  in  the  Russian  programme  no 
menace  at  all  against  this  country  in 
rarticulfu*.     There   is  another  strong 
Power  in  Pacific  waters,  which  is  armed 
venr  heavily,  and  I  hope  the  Committee 
and  the  country  will  not  misunderstand 
me  when  I  put  these  ships  against  each 
other.   It  is  our  bounden  duty,  as  has 
been  laid  down  over  and  over  again,  to 
maintain  equality  with  the  two  greatest 
naval  Powers,  and  therefore  there  is  no 
indiscretion  in  speaking  of  the  prepara- 
tions of  these  naval  Powers,  but  m  doing 
so  it  is  not  in  the  slightest  degree  because 
we  wish  to  enter  upon  a  race  for  naval 
supremacy  With  other  nations.    We  are 
simply  acting  up  to  the  policy  that  we 
luive  acted  on  during    the  last  few 
years.   We  see   no  menace  in  what 
foreign    countries    are    doin^  and 
I   hope    that   they    on    their  side 
will  not  see  the  slightest  menace  in  what 
is  being  done  in  this  country.    With  re- 
ference to  the  question  of  armour,  the 
manufacturers  are  making  great  efforts. 
They  are  introducing  new  machinery,  but 
they  have  not  been  able  to  come  up  to 
the  standard  they  themselves  hoped  for 
about  a  year  ago,  and  there  has  been  no 
doubt  a  retardation  of  some  of  our  ships. 
But  we  hope  and  believe  that  the  manu- 
facturent  are  doing  their  best  to  make  up 
for  delays  in  the  past,  and  will  produce 
more  satisfactory  results  in  the  future. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Member 
for  Holderness  raised  an  interesting  point 
with    reference    to    the    building    of  \ 
cniisers  and  also  of  battleships.     The  j 
"  Canopus "     class     was    reduced     in  | 
armour    in     order    that    the  ships 
might   have    a    lighter   draught  and 
be   able   to    pass  through   the  Suez 
Canal.     The  group  of  ships,  of  this  class 
will  all  be  able  to  pass  through  the  canal, 
and  for  that  purpose  we  deliberately 
sacrificed  a  certain  amount  of  armour.  We, 
however,  attach  great  importance  to  the 
thickness  of  the  armour  on  our  battle- 
ships, and  we  have*  determined  that  point 
with  reference  to  the  ships  to  which  our 
ships  might  be  opposed.    With  reference 
to  the  third  class  in  the  programme,  I  am 
not  yet  in  a  pmition  to  state  the  design, 
but  we  are  giving  the  greatest  possible 
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attention  to  the  subject.  There  is  some 
advantage  in  the  delay  which  has 
taken  place,  because  there  are  other 
Powers  who  would  like  very  mudi 
to  know  what  these  third-class  cruiseis 
are  going  to  be  before  they  fina% 
embark  on  their  own  programme. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  friend  also  spoke  of 
the  degree  to  which  first-class  cmisers 
should  or  should  not  be  armoured.  Hie 
"  Niobe "  class  is  not  armoured,  but 
when  a  t^ie  of  armour  was  discoTered 
which  admitted  of  its  being  placed  in  the 
sides  of  first  class  cruisers  without  im- 
posing too  much  weight,  then  it  was  de- 
cided by  the  Admiralty  to  armour  our 
first  class  cruisers.  The  "  Niobe  "  is  a 
fine  class  of  ship,  but  I  think  now  we 
should  build  no  first  class  cruiser  with- 
out the  protection  of  armoured  sides. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  friend  also  said  we 
should  pause  in  the  construction  oi  small 
ships,  but  we  must  always  have  a  num- 
ber of  small  ships  to  do  station  and  other 
work. 


Commander  BETHELL:  Am  I  right 
in  supposing  that  the  size  of  the  first 
class  battleship  is  governed  mainly  or 
solely  with  reference  to  the  thickness  of 
the  armour  ?  In  all  these  last  ships  there 
has  only  been  a  difference  of  three  or  four 
inches. 


Mr.  GOSCHEN  -.  It  is  those  thr«e  or 
four  inches  that  make  just  the  difference. 
I  can  assure  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
that  this  matter  has  been  most  carefuUv 
studied  over  and  over  again.  It  is  a 
matter  upon  which  opinions  may  differ, 
but  on  the  whole  we  nave  proceeded  on 
the  principle  that  our  ships  must  be 
built  and  armoured  so  as  to  cope  with  the 

treat  battleships  they  may  have  to  meet, 
ly  hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Member 
for  Yarmouth  spoke  of  the  merchant 
cruisers.  We  are  revising  the  whole  <^ 
the  contracts  with  those  firms  whose  con- 
tracts have  expired  or  are  expiring,  but 
the  negotiations  are  still  pending,  and 
I  am  unable  at  present  to  make 
any  statement  on  the  subject.  With 
regard  to  the  application  of  elec- 
tricity to  ships,  the  Admiralty  are 
certainly  ^ving  their  best  attention  to 
the  question.  We  have  now  Naval 
Attaches  specially  appointed  to  the 
United  States  and  Japan,  which  possess 
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navies  of  fi;reat  efficiency,  ingenuity,  and 
power,  and  an  officer  specially  competent 
to  deal  with  electrical  subjects  will  be  a,^ 
pointed  to  the  United  States,  so  that  he 
may  be  able  to  report  on  any  improve- 
ments that  may  be  introduced  in  that 
respect.  The  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  York  wishes  that  certain  ships  should 
be  struck  off  the  list  now  that  a  number 
of  new  ships  are  getting  ready  for 
commission.  I  myself  womd  prefer  to 
keep  on  these  ships  until  we  have  ample 
new  ships  to  take  their  place.  I  think 
some  of  the  inferior  ships  might,  towards 
the  conclusion  of  a  naval  war,  play  a  very 
important  part,  if  there  happened  to  w 
many  disasters  among  the  finer  and 
better  ships.  The  noble  Lord  seems  to 
think  that  these  ships  are  kept  on  the 
list  in  order  to  impose  on  the  public. 
That  is  not  the  case.  They  are  kept  on 
the  list  that  we  may  have  some  reserve, 
even  of  a  second-class  character,  until  we 
are  able  to  dispense  with  them  altogether. 
With  reference  to  water-tight  doors,  I  am 
not  able  to  argue  with  my  noble  friend. 
I  know  there  has  been  great  controversy 
in  regard  to  the  matter,  but  the  Admi- 
ralty authorities  believe  that  they  have 
answered  all  the  arguments  of  the  noUe 
Lord.  As  to  quick-firing  guns,  that  is  a 
technical  question,  and  I  must  ask  the 
noble  Lord  to  repeat  his  question  another 
time.  I  may,  however,  state  generally, 
that  the  policy  of  the  Admiralty  is  to 
turn  all  guns  capable  of  conversion  into 

Suick-firers,  and  we  have  done  a  great 
eal  in  that  direction.  In  some  of  the 
ships  on  the  China  Station  we  have  taken 
out  guns  of  low  calibre  and  put  in  gims 
of  luger  calibre. 


*The  SECRETAEY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) : 
The  hon.  Member  for  Dundee  asked  what 
the  policy  of  the  Admiralty  would  be 
in  ration  to  the  enforcement  of  penal- 
ties. The  hon.  Gentleman  cannot,  I 
think,  plead  .successfully  that  he  is  in 
such  ignorance  in  regard  to  one  material 
fact.  We  stated  last  year  in  the  Com- 
mittee (A  Naval  Estimates  that  we  had 
l)een  advised  that  the  interpretation  of 
the  penalty  clause  included  a  lock-out  in 
the  same  way  as  a  strike.  And  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  turn  to  the  report 
of  last  year's  debate  he  will  find  that  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Attorney-General 
confirmed  that  opinion.   The  hon.  Gentle- 


man also  asked  me  whether  I  can  state 
now  what  our  policy  has  been  in  relation 
to  the  engineering  strike. 


Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  What 
I  asked  was  the  general  principle  of  the 
Admiralty  in  dealing  with  penalties. 


♦Mr,  MACARTNEY :  I  cannot  state 
how  the  Admiralty  may  deal  with  indi- 
vidual cases  which  may  come  up  under 
the  penalty  clause.  Every  case  will  be 
considered  on  its  merits,  and  I  cannot  go  - 
any  further  than  that. 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  This 
is  serious.  The  policy  appears  to  be  to 
reduce  the  penalty  chiuse  to  an  empty 
form. 

*Mr.  MACARTNEY :  All  I  can  say  is, . 
whether  the  policy  goes  as  far  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  says,  it  is  precisely  the 
policy  carried  out  by  all  previous  admin- 
istrations at  the  Admiralty.  If  the  hon. 
Gtentleman  doubts  that,  I  can  show  Um 
that  when  he  was  at  the  Admiralty  cases 
were  treated  exactly  as  they  are  now. 
There  has  been  no  new  departure.  I  think 
if  he  makes  inquiry  be  will  see  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Accounts  them- 
selves have  suspended  judgment  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  Except 
in  one  case. 


*Mr.  MACARTNEY:  I  regret  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  give  a  more  satisfactory^ 
answer  in  regard  to  the  new  form  of  eon- 
tract  than  I  gave  the  other  day.  It  was 
only  the  other  day  that  the  revised  form 
of  contract  was  before  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, and  a  contract  like  this  cannot  be 
dealt  with  in  a  hurry.  My  hon.  friend 
knows  that  those  who  are  advising  us  on 
this  matter  have  been  much  engaged  on 
other  questions  of  great  importance,  and 
we  have  not  been  ^le  to  command  their 
attention  continuouBly,  but  every  efTort 
will  be  made  to  come  to  a  decision  soon. 
As  to  whether  we  were  technically  right 
in  the  specific  case  to  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  alludes,  it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  detain  the  Committee,  The  whole 
question  is  before  the  Admiralty,  and  I 
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have  no  doubt  that  we  will  concur  in  what 
the  Treasury  lays  down  in  the  future. 
It  would  have  been  inequitable  in  the 
special  case  if  we  had  not  agreed  to  waive 
the  payment  of  interest. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  ^£3,799,000,  Shipbuilding,  Repairs, 
Maintenance,  etc. — Materiel. 

3.  £2,417,000,  Shipbuilding,  Bepaii^ 
Maintenance,  etc. — Personnel 

Mr.  K  J.  C.  MORTON  (Devonport) : 
I  want  to  say  a  few  words  on  a  matter 
that  comes  under  this  Vote — namely,  the 
classification  amonest  the  larger  trades  in 
the  dockyard.  I  niow  that  this  question 
has  been  brought  op  year  after  year,  and 
I  am  entitleato  point  to  this  fact tluit 
year  alter  year  the  question  becomes 
riper  for  settlement.  These  men  com- 
plained eight  years  ago  of  the  intro- 
duction of  a  system  by  which  men  doing 
identically  the  same  work  are  receiving 
different  rates  of  pay.  As  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  increases  and  the  national  in- 
come increaaesjitoiight  to  become  easier  for 
the  Government  to  remedy  this  grievance. 
I  am  informed  that  while  the  slight  in- 
crease of  wages  of  the  men  necessary  to 
brine  them  tul  under  the  highest  rate  of 
pay  has  not  been  conceded,  an  increase  of 
expenditure  has  been  incurred,  entirely 
unnecessarily,  by  the  appointment  of  more 
officers  to  take  the  place  of  inspectors. 
As  long  as  expense  of  that  kind  is  in- 
curred it  seems  to  me  that  we  have  a 
stronger  case  to  ask  that  the  classification 
should  be  abolished. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport):  I  wish 
to  ask  a  question  of  my  hon.  friend  in 
regard  to  the  scheme  introduced  of  the 
payment  of  apprentices  in  the  yard  who 
are  ultimately  intended  to  be  shipwrights. 
I  understand  that  the  scheme  was  intro- 
duced at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
owing  to  the  inability  of  the  Admiralty 
to  get  men  to  join  as  in  years  gone 
by.  I  understand  that  160  entries  were 
invited.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  say  :  How  many  out  of  the  150  appli- 
cants were  taken  on  ?  I  am  informed  that 
the  scheme  has  been  a  failure.  It  is 
necessary  that  skilled  workmen  should  be 
in  the  yards  from  seven  years  to  fourteen. 
As  regards  the  point  my  hon.  friend  has 
raised  about  classification,  I  agree  with 
him  that  the  matter  is  one  which  ought 
to  be  settled.   It  does  not  require  a  very 
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lar^  sum  to  settle  it^  and  it  still  remains, 
as  it  has  been  for  years,  a  great  point  of 
dissatisfaction  among  the  men.  It  seri- 
ously affects  the  well-being  of  the  Navy, 
because  it  prevents  s«  many  skilled  men 
joining  the  naval  service  who  otherwise 
would  do.  Naturally  they  object  to  going 
to  do  work  side  by  side  with  men  who 
are  getting  an  inferior  rate  of  pay.  The 
tendency  of  all  this  is  that  inferior  men 
are  being  taken  into  the  Gtorermnent 
service,  and  these  inferior  men  have  been 
entered  as  skilled  workmen.  There  is  the 
case  of  a  man  at  Devonport  who  was 
taken  on  as  a  skilled  workman,  who  had 
previously  been  a  mason's  labourer,  a  coat 
porter,  and  prior  to  that  a  deck  hand  on 
a  dredger.  It  is  well  that  this  kind  of 
thing  should  be  set  right.  This  man  bad 
never  worked  as  a  shipwright  at  all  before, 
and  a  protest  was  raised  by  the  trade,  but 
it  received  no  considoration,  and  has 
been  of  no  avail  Hon.  Memben 
who  represent  naval  constituencies 
about  the  country  will  agree,  I 
think,  with  me  when  I  say  that  the 
Government-  have  no  right  to  introduce 
inferior  workmen  simply  because  they 
cannot  get  the  best  skilled  men  in  conse- 
quence of  their  system  and  their  low  rate 
of  pay.  I  will  give  another  case  where 
the  Government  have  acted  in  a  manner 
which  cannot  be  in  accord  with  the 

feneral  treatment  of  employers  of  labour, 
am  told  that  they  have  opened  their 
door  to  runaway  apprentices,  and  recently 
they  took  a  young  man  who  was  hound 
to  a  trade  for  a  period  of  seven  yean. 
At  the  end  of  five  years'  service  he  left  his 
employer,  and  presented  himself  to  the 
chief  instructor  at  Devonport.  His  quali- 
fications were  found  satisfactory  and  he 
was  taken  on,  and  when  his  master  fouml 
out  where  he  had  gone  he  made  the 
strongest  representations  he  could  to  the 
chief  instructor,  but  the  Admiralty 
simply  replied  Uiat  the  man  was  fully 
qualified  and  that  they  meant  to  stick  to 
him.  I  think  it  is  a  very  dangerons 
thing  to  encourage  jronng  fellows  to  leave 
their  employment  in  this  way.  The 
Government,  through  their  system 
classification  and  pay,  are  not  encouraging 
the  right  sort,  of  men  to  come  into  tfaeir 
dockjitrds.  I  know  they  can  pick  the 
very  best  labour  in  the  country  if  they 
will  only  make  their  conditions  satisfac- 
tory. There  is  one  dass  of  labour  which  I 
think  ought  to  be  considered,  and  that  is  the 
lowest  paidchua  of  labour.  To4ay  it  does 
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seem  a  poor  wage  for  a  labourer  to  get 
ISg.  or  19s.  a  week.  I  will  not  go  into 
the  details,  because  my  hen.  colleague  has 
mentioned  them  upon  many  occasions.  I 
would,  howOTer,  like  to  refer  to  a  remark 
made  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
a  few  months  ago.  He  pointed  out  that  even 
supposing  he  was  disposed  to  increase  the 
wages  of  these  labourers  the  mone^  would 
not  reach  them,  but  it  would  go  into  the 
pockets  of  the  landlords.  All  I  can  say 
IS  that  I  do  not  think  this  is  a  fair  way 
to  meet  the  question.  What  I  say  is 
that  these  men  are  underpaid,  and  the 
Admiralty  really  ought  to  sift  the  matter 
with  a  view  .of  treating  the  men  on  a 
better  footing.  I  do  not  wish  to  delay 
the  Committee,  but  this  is  the  first  time 
ior  seven  years  that  the  Naval  Vote  has 
been  restricted  to  less  than  an  hour's  dis- 
cusnon,  for  we  have  always  had  at  least 
one  evening  for  the  discussion  of  this  im- 
portant Vote.  I  think  we  are  entitled  to 
«xpres3  our  dissatisfaction  with  the  policy 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  this 
direction,  and  I  hope  this  will  not  form  a 
precedent  to  be  repeated  next  year.  At 
all  events,  I  hope  that  Vote  8,  which 
affects  dockyard  labour,  will  not  be 
brought  in  at  the  end  of  the  discussion 
when  we  shall  have  no  opportunity  of 
Adequately  expressing  our  views  upon  it. 

Sir  J.  BAKER  (Portsmouth)  :  In 
reference  to  the  circular  recently  issued 
by  the  Admiralty,  there  are  one  or  two 
points  to  which  I  should  like  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Comnuttee  relating  to  a 
deserving  class  of  men,  more  particularly 
the  cluurgemen,  who  have  been  promoted 
to  inspectors.  The  statement  made  in 
the  circular  is  that  the  leading  men,  who 
naturally  had  expectations  of  promotion, 
in  the  future  are  to  be  abolished.  For 
«ome  years  now  these  leading  men  have 
been  looking  forward  to  promotion.  As 
my  hon.  friend  has  said,  the  Admiralty 
seemed  disposed  to  increase  the  expendi- 
ture on  superior  officers  and  to  decrease 
it  in  reference  to  the  subordinate  officers 
.by  abolishing  the  leading  men,  and  thus 
they  are  strusing  a  blow  at  the  expecta- 
tions  of  these  men,  and  they  are  disap- 
pointing a  very  important  class  of  work- 
men who  have  for  many  years  been  wait- 
ing for  a  readjustment  and  reorganisation 
of  the  work  in  their  particular  sphere. 
From  the  information  which  I  have 
received,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  circular  just  issued  will  create  among 
iihe  shipwrights  generally  a  large  amount 

VOL.  LXXrV.    [Fourth  Serhs.] 


of  dissatisfaction  and  disappointment.  I 
am  aware  that  in  other  trades  the  leading 
men  are  fewer  in  number.  With  regard 
to  the  other  important  class  of  work- 
men I  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Devonport  in  saying  that  the  Admir- 
alty are  ^ilty  of  a  very  serious  omission 
in  not  domg  something  for  the  labourers 
employed  in  the  various  dockyards.  The 
War  Department  within  the  fast  year  or 
two  have  given  a  slight  increase  in  the 
soldier's  pay,  and  in  view  of  that  fact  I 
think  it  is  very  hard  that  the  Admiralty 
should  issue  a  circular  of  this  kind,  which 
alfects  many  thousands  of  workmen,  I 
would  like  to  ask  if  the  Committee  con- 
siders that  18s.  a  week  is  sufficient  for  a 
labourer.  I  believe  the  Government  em- 
ploy between  8,000  and  10,000  of  these 
labourers,  and  they  are  employed  at  a 
wage  upon  which  they  cannot  live, 
although  rents  are  constantly  increasing. 
Why  should  the  Government  issue  a 
circular  stating  that  the  wages  paid  to  the 
labourers  are  in  accordance  with  the  current 
wages  generally  paid,  when  such  a  state- 
ment is  not  in  accordance  with  the  facts  1 
The  average  wages  for  a  labourer  are 
between  £1  and  243.  a  week.  We  urge 
upon  the  Government  the  necessity  of 
doing  something  for  these  men,  inst^of 
confining  their  generosity  to  the  superior 
officers.  These  men  have  been  entirely 
forgotten  and  overlooked  year  after  year, 
and  they  are  not  able  to  live  comfortably 
on  18s.  a  week.  I  fully  endorse  the  re- 
marks which  were  made  in  regard  to  the 
very  short  time  allowed  us  to  urge  upon 
the  Admiralty  the  various  grievances  in 
connection  with  our  constituencies,  and 
this  will  compel  us  to  take  other  oppor- 
tunities of  making  our  views  known  to  the 
proper  authorities. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  (Rochester) : 
With  reference  to  the  compensation  given 
to  workmen  under  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  of  1897,  I  want  to  know  if 
my  hon.  friend  can  give  us  any  informa- 
tion as  to  whether  there  has  been  any 
difficulty  in  administering  the  Act  in  re- 

fard  to  the  workmen  employed  in  the 
ockyards,  and  what  procedure  has  been 
adopted  in  cases  of  dispute  as  to  the 
amount  of  ocmipensation. 

*Mr.  BARNES  (Kent,  Faversham) 
wished  to  mention  a  question  he  was 
entitled  to  raise  on  this  Vote,  and  one 
attecting  the  interests  of  all  classes  of 
dcckyara  employois  That  was  the 
question  of  pensions  and  deferred  pay. 
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TJnder  the  existing  regulations  an 
established  man  obtained  a  pension  on 
reaching  60  years  of  age,  and  that  pension 
was  oilculated  on  the  mbIb  of  one-sixtieth 
of  the  man's  pay  for  every  year  of  his 
service  as  an  established  man.  But  the 
men  really  looked  upon  this  pension  in 
the  light  of  deferred  pay,  a  weekly  sum 
having  been  deducted  by  the  Government 
from  their  wages.  He  drew  attention  to 
the  fact  that  if  a  man  died  before  60  years 
(rf  age  his  widow  and  children  got  nothing 
at  sJl,  although  this  weekly  deduction  had 
been  made  from  bis  wages.  He  ac- 
knowledged the  immense  boon  conferred 
by  the  present  Grovemment  in  allow- 
ing half  hired  time  to  count  for 
pensions,  and  hoped  that  the  Admiralty 
would  give  serious  consideration  to  the 
question  he  had  raised,  which  was  one  of 
great  importance  to  the  families  of  those 
employed  in  Her  Majesty's  Dockyards. 

The  civil  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  ArsTEN  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  E.):  I  think  it  will  be 
more  convenient  for  me  to  deal  now  with 
the  various  matters  which  have  been 
raised  in  this  discussioa  The  question 
of  classification  has  been  mentioned  by 
the  two  hon.  Members  for  Devonport, 
and  I  can  only  say  in  leply  that  the  ques- 
tion has  been  considered  moat  carefully 
1))'  the  Admiralty,  for  we  went  into  the 
matter  most  fully,  and  the  decision  we 
then  came  to  must  be  taken  as  final.  As 
regards  the  question  of  pensions  and 
deferred  pay  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
raised  this  question  must  remember  that 
the  cost  of  the  present  system  to  the 
country  is  very  much  greater  than  the 
contributions  or  deductions  which  are 
made  from  the  wages  of  the  men.  It  is 
perfectly  true  that  those  workmen  who 
do  not  live  to  cam  a  pension  get  back 
nothing  for  the  deductions  made  from 
their  wages,  but  still  the  totid  deductions 
made  from  the  wages  of  workmen  in  the 
yard  are  not  equal  to  the  total  amount 
returned  in  the  form  of  pensions  to 
members  of  the  same  class.  As  regards 
the  question  of  dassification,  I  think  I 
explamed  that  matter  to  the  House  very 
fiUly  upon  a  previous  occasion.  In  order 
to  find  a  fair  rate  of  pay  the  Admiralty 
took  the  mean  between  the  lowest  and  the 
highest  on  the  graduated  scale,  and  in  this 
respect  our  generosity  appears  to  have  been 
mistaken,  for  the  complaint  now  made  is 
entirely  founded  upon  our  generosity  to 
the  higher  class.    Surely,  because  the  Ad- 
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miralty  were  too  generous  in  the  case  of 
the  men  promoted  to  the  higher  ratings, 
it  would  not  be  considered  proper  to  re- 
duce tiiose  men,  and  we  ought  not  on 
that  account  to  raise  the  rate  of  every- 
body  throughout  the  yard.  The  aetaot 
Member  for  Devonport  addressed  to  me 
some  question  in  regard  to  the  entry  of 
apprentices  for  the  service  under  the  new 
scheme.  I  cannot  give  him  any  figures 
now  upon  that  subject,  or  any  veiy  definite 
information.  I  think  probably  that  when 
we  have  had  a  little  more  experience  <rf 
the  new  system  that  will  be  a  better  time 
to  see  how  the  soh^e  promises  to  work. 
As  &ir  as  my  information  goes,  up  to  the 
present  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  we  shall  get  as  many  apprentices  as 
we  want.  At  some  of  oar  yards  we  have 
not  been  able  to  get  as  many  as  were  re- 
quired^  but  other  yards  have  provided 
more  than  the  required  niunber. 

Mb.  KEARLEY  :  Which  yaidsl 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I 

am  sorry  that  I  cannot  say  off-hand  in 
which  yards  there  has  been  an  excess. 
The  hon.  Member  opposite  complains  of 
the  general  character  of  the  workmen 
engaged  in  our  dockyards.  I  must  re- 
pudiate as  strongly  as  I  can  his  sugges- 
tion that  we  are  IfU'gely  entering  inferior 
workmen  in  our  yards,  or  that  the  gene- 
ral standard  of  work  and  skill  is  not  as 
high  as  it  is  anywhere  else. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  I  made  no  such 
statement.  What  I  said  was  that  the 
Admiralty  were  employing  inferior  men, 
and  I  quoted  two  cases.  I  hope  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  confine  himself  to  those 
two  cases. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
hon.  Member  has  forgotten  what  he  did 
say.  He  cited  two  cases,  one  of  which  he 
gave  in  detail,  and  he  made  a  general 
charge  that  the  character  of  the  men  wfr 
were  getting  was  not  satisfactory.  I  think 
I  can  recall  what  his  argument  was.  I 
should  like  to  ask  why  he  came  to  speak 
on  the  question  at  all.  He  was  speaking 
on  the  subject  of  classification,  and  oar 
refusal  to  accede  to  the  demand  he  had 
made,  and  he  said  the  result  was  that  we 
did  not  attract  the  right  men,  and  «*e 
were  oUiged  to  take  on  inferior  men. 

Mr.  KEARLEY :  I  want  to  make  my 
point  perfectly  clear.  I  said  that  this  wa» 
the  tendency,  and  I  supported  my  point 
by  two  illustrationa  showing  that  yoa 
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were  not  ^tting  the  best  labour  in  the 
country.  I  gave  two  illustrationB  which 
I  can  elaborate  into  as  much  detail  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  have. 

Me.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
The  hon.  Mraaber  aaTS  that  the  tendency 
is  that  we  cannot  get  the  best  men, 
and  I  presume  that  what  he  means  is 
that  under  those  circumstances  we  are 
not  getting  the  best  men,  and  that  the 
men  we  are  getting  are  inferior  to  the 
general  level  of  workmen  tlm>ughout  the 
country.  I  deny  that  assertion,  for  I 
believe  we  are  getting  a  perfectly  well- 
trained  set  of  men  in  our  dockyuds.  In 
regard  to  the  cases  which  the  hon.  Member 
has  quoted,  if  he  will  supply  me,  in  a 
letter,  with  the  full  statements  of  the 
fEicts,  I  will  make  inquiries  into  them.  As 
to  the  case  of  the  runaway  apprentice  to 
which  he  has  alluded,  I  do  know  some* 
thing  of  the  facts.  This  man  who  has 
been  described  as  a  runaway  apprentice 
came  to  the  dockyard  and  apphed  for 
entry  at  Land's  End.  He  was  fully  up  to 
the  standard  required,  and  was  accordingly 
entered.  It  subsequently  transpired  that 
he  had  made  an  agreement  to  serve  for  an 
extra  term  with  an  employer,  but  that 
agreement  was  not  a  binding  agreement 
which  the  employer  could  enforce  by  law, 
and  it  was  one  which  he  could  not  compel 
this  workman  to  carry  out.  There  are 
two  other  questions,  and  one  is  the 
question  raised  in  regard  to  classification 
of  inspectors,  leading  men,  and  charge- 
men.  It  will  be  within  the  recollection 
of  the  Committee  and  Members  interested 
in  the  matter  that  for  some  time  past 
there  has  been  great  complaint  in  regard 
to  this  subject,  and  an  inquiry  has  been 
instituted  by  the  Admiralty  to  see  what 
arrangements  could  be  made  to  simplify 
the  present  complicated  position,  and  to 
remove  some  of  the  ^evances  of  which 
these  officers  complain.  The  grievance 
has  been  exactly  that  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Devonport  put  in  regard  to 
the  existing  classification,  which  is  that 
officers  performing  the  same  work  were 
paid  different  rates  of  pay.  The  Admiralty 
have  now  framed  a  scheme  which  will 
gradually  eliminate  the  class  of  leading 
men,  and  cause  inspectors  to  be  appointed 
from  other  trades  besides  the  shipwri^ts, 
and  this  will  place  them  in  a  position 
superior  to  that  of  the  chargemen.  At 
the  same  time  the  position  of  the  charge- 
men  will  be  slightly  altered,  and  I  think 
they  will  find  that  they  will  receive  some 


benefit  under  this  new  scheme.   A  good 

many  of  the  leading  men  will  be  promoted 
to  inspectors,  but  the  positions  of  others 
will  be  gradually  allowed  to  die  out.  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  will  find  that  this 
new  system,  when  it  has  had  a  fair  trial, 
will  meet  to  a  very  large  extent  the 
grievances  of  which  his  constituency 
comj^ins.  As  regards  the  oth^ 
question  of  the  rate  of  wages  paid 
to  labourers,  I  may  say  that  I 
have  notiiing  to  add  to  the  statement 
which  was  nude  by  the  f^rst  Lord  of  ike 
Admiralty  and  other  Members  of  the 
Admiralty  Board  on  a  previous 
occasion.  We  Jiave  made  careful 
inquiries  into  the  whole  rates  of 
wa^es  paid  in  dockyards  elsewhere,  and, 
taking  a  general  view  of  the  whole  case, 
we  see  no  reason  whatever  to  alter  our 
scale  of  pay  except  in  one  or  two  specific 
instances  which  have  been  mentioned  in 
our  reply  to  the  dockyard  petition.  The 
information  placed  before  us  does  not 
justify  any  general  rise  in  the  rate  d 
wages  throughout  the  whole  <A  the  dock- 
yards. The  noUe  Lord  the  Member  lor 
Rochester  asked  me  a  question  about 
compensation,  and  as  to  the  procedure 
that  would  be  followed.  Up  to  the 
present  we  have  had  to  deal  with  some 
accidents  since  the  passing  of  that  Act, 
and  they  have  been  detut  with,  I  am 
faajipy  to  say,  without  any  dispute 
ansing  between  the  injured  man  and  the 
Government  pending  the  arrangement  of 
a  scheme  of  contracting  out,  which  has 
already  been  submittecT  to  the  Registrar 
of  Friendly  Societies ;  he,  I  believe,  has 
now  certified  the  scheme,  and  in  a  very 
short  time  it  will  be  sent  down  to  the 
dockyards.  We  first  gave  the  dockyard 
people  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinion  upon  it,  and  it  will  be  for 
the  men  to  say  whether  they  will  come 
under  the  scheme  or  not.  If  they  do  not 
accept  the  scheme — which  scheme  I  think 
will  t>e  to  their  benefit — they  will  come 
under  the  ordinary  Compensation  Act, 
and  will  receive  no  exceptional  treatment. 

Mr.  E.  J.  C.  MORTON:  I  do  not 
think  that  the  two  cases  which  have  been 
quoted  can  be  held  to  support  such  a 
general  statement  as  that  wnich  has  been 
made  by  the  senior  Member  for  Devon- 
port,  that  the  tendency  was  to  employ  an 
inferior  class  of  men.  I  think  the  hon.. 
Qentleman  has  entirely  left  out  of  account 
the  far  more  important  part  of  the  case 
to  which  my  hon.  friend  alluded  when  h& 
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was  r^errinff  to  shipwright  apprentices  in 
the  doc^ara.   A  new  K>t  of  apprentices 
were  taken  in  to  supply  the  vacancies 
when  the  Admiralty  were  in  a  great 
difficulty.    We  have  been  for  the  laat  six 
or  seven  years  pointing  out  the  special 
grievances  of  which  the  naval  shipwrights 
complain.  It  was  absolutely  notorious  that 
the  Admiralty  could  not  get  enough  ship- 
wrights, and  they  confessra  that  they  could 
not  get  enough,  for  they  had  to  start  an 
entirely  new  system  of  applying  for  boys 
who  should,  after  a  period  of  apprentice- 
ship in  the  dockyards,  plet^e  them- 
selves  to  become  naval  shipwrights.  The 
point  was  that  the  perioa  of  apprentice- 
ship and  the  conditions  under  which  the 
boys  were  to  be  educated  implied  a  dis- 
tinctly lower  standard  of  education,  and 
therefore  would  ultimately  supply  a  lower 
class  of  article,  so  to  speak,  in  the  shape 
of  naval  shipwrights  than  the  class  which 
the  Admirsuty  asked  for  and  could  not 
get.    Our  point  is  that  by  lowering  the 
standard  you  are  not  only  injuring  the 
trade,  but  you  are  getting  a  class  of 
article  for  the  Navy  which  is  inferior  to 
what  you  otherwise  would  have  had  and 
which  you  ought  to  have  had.  Our 
complaint  is  that  you  have  lowered  the 
standard  of  one  particular  class  of  work- 
men, and  not  that  the  general  body  of  work- 
men in  the  dockyard  has  deteriorated. 
I  have  been  informed  that  the  Admiralty 
wanted  forty-one  of  these  boys  to  join, 
-and  they  only  got  fourteen,  and  so  far  as 
I  understand,  other  dockyards  are  in  a 
similar  condition.    If  that  is  so,  you  can- 
not only  not  get  the  class  of  men  you  asked 
for  previously,  but  you  cannot  even  get 
the  class  of  men  which  you  were  getting, 
which  proves  that  the  only  way  in  which 
you  can  get  an  efficient  class  in  sufficient 
numbers  is  by  turning  your  attention  to 
the  specific  grievances  of  which  the  ship- 
wrights complain. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Might  I  ask  that  we 
might  now  have  this  Vote  as  soon  as 
possible,  because  there  is  a  discussion  to 
-come  on  upon  Vote  12,  when  I  under- 
stand an  hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  going 
to  move  a  reduction  of  my  salary  t  I  do 
not  complain  of  the  length  of  the  discus- 
sion in  any  way,  but  it  occurs  to  me  that 
it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  House 
if  we  passed  to  the  discussion  upon 
Vote  12. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffiekl,  Bright 
ade) :  After  the  reply  we  have  had  from 
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the  Civil  Lord  I  cannot  help  thinkisj 
that  both  the  skilled  and  unskiUf 
labourers  have  grave  grounds  for  doubt- 
ing the  sympathetic  attitude  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, lam  not  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of 
any  addition  to  the  Navy,  but  when  we 
have  a  Navy  it  ought  to  be  as  perfect  as 
possible,  and  the  only  way  to  have  that  U 
to  keep  up  the  high  standard  of  excellence 
of  craftsmanship  which  we  had  in  the  past 
The  Civil  Lord  could  only  identify  oat 
case  where  it  was  sought  to  lower  the 
standard  of  the  akiUed  ubourer,  and  per 
haps  it  was  as  well,  because  that  bn^ 
down.  We  cannot  eiq>ect  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  understuid  the  industrial  con- 
ditions, but  I  would  urge  the  Admiralty 
to  keep  up  the  standard  of  craftsmanship, 
and  obviously  that  cannot  be  done  by  re- 
ducing the  number  of  years  of  apprentice- 
ship, as  is  now  proposed.  The  reason  thai 
the  Admiralty  have  failed  to  get  skilled 
shipwrights  is  not  because  they  do  not 
exist.  Private  firms  have  no  difficulty  in 
getting  the  most  highly  skilled  artisans 
who  are  prepared  to  searve  them  well. 
There  is  one  point  I  am  utterly  unable  to 
understand  with  regard  to  the  Kavy,  and 
that  is  the  meagre  wages  paid  to  unskilled 
labourers.  \Vhy  does  not  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Eastbourne  DiWsion  of 
Sussex,  who  is  such  an  enthusiast,  point 
out  that  if  you  neglect  to  give  a  wage 
which  will  permit  a  man  to  live 
decently  

Admiral  FI£LD(Sussex,  Eastbourne) : 
I  have  never  spoken  on  the  question. 

Mr.  MADDISON:  That  is  justmjr 
complaint — the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man ought  to  speak.  Let  me  ask  the 
Civil  Lord  whether  he  thinks  a  labourer 
with  ISs.  a  week  in  a  dockyard  town  can 
keep  himself  decently.  The  Civil  Lord 
said  that  what  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty had  said  upon  the  subject  war 
the  last  word.  I  can  only  say,  of  all  the 
Ministers  who  have  shown  no  indication 
of  Ute  principles  we  are  raising  the  firsi 
Lord  IS  the  one.  These  very  labouivn 
when  employed  by  private  yards  wMA 
have  to  compete  with  the  Government 
yards  are  paid  4s.,  Ss.,  and  6s.  a  week 
more  than  they  are  by  the  Admiralty. 
We  are  face  to  face  with  the  fact  that 
;  iQ  our  national  shipbuilding  and  repair- 
1  ing  yards  we  are  emplojing  men  at  what 
i  would  be  univerBally  regarded  as  a 
I  sweating  wage. 
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Vote  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £261,600, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  Admiralty  Ofl&ce, 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  rear  ending  on  the  Slst  March 
1900.^ 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  ;  I  desire 
to  say  a  few  words  upon  a  subject  which 
I  have  frequently  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  and  the 
Admiralty  Office.  During  the  last 
three  or  four  years  I  have  raised 
this  question  of  the  great  injustice 
done  to  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  Her 
Majesty's  Navy.  Four  years  ago  it  was 
admitted  that  fifteen  years  before  a  pro- 
mise had  been  given  that  this  matter 
should  be  looked  into,  and  that  justice 
would  be  done.  A  year  ago  the  First 
Lord  gave  a  very  sympathetic  answer, 
and  promised  that  the  matter  should  be 
settled.  Since  then  I  believe  that  nego- 
tiations have  been  entered  into,  and 
something  has  been  done;  but,  for  my 
part,  I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  change 
that  has  been  made.  What  I  complain  of  is 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  chaplains  in  the 
Navy  

•Thk  chairman  :  Order,  order !  That 
question  ought  to  be  raised  on  the  Vote 

for  the  Chaplains. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  On  a  point  of  order, 
Sir,  I  have  had  some  experience  in  this 
matter,  for  I  raised  it  on  the  Vote  for  the 
Chaplains  on  a  previous  occasion,  and  I 
was  then  told  it  would  be  better  raised  on 
the  question  of  the  Admiralty  Office,  and 
I  raised  it  on  this  Vote  and  it  was  debated 
on  this  Vote.  I  would  here  direct  your 
attention  to  a  remarkable  fact  that,  in  the 
index  to  the  Votes,  the  Vote  for  the 
Chaplains  is  scattered  over  a  great  many 
Votes.  There  is  no  specific  Vote  for  chap- 
lains upon  which  this  point  could  be 
raised.  My  point  is  not  a  question  of  a 
grievance  of  the  chaplains  on  the  esta- 
blishment, but  quite  a  different  point. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  I  remember  the 
question  being  raised  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion, but  I  am  sorry  to  say  my  memory 
,  does  not  carry  me  back,  but  I  give  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  benefit  of  the  douM, 
as  I  see  that  "  Chaplains  "  in  the  index  is 
not  in  any  particular  Vote,  but  in  various 
Votes. 


Mr.  DILLON  :  Thank  you.  Sir.  I  shall 
be  very  brief.  There  are  a  hundred  chap- 
lains on  the  establishment  who  have  the 
status  and  pay  of  officers,  and  I  first  of  all 
wish  to  ask  whethernny  of  those  chaplains 
are  Roman  Ci^hcdics.  There  are  10,000 
Catholic  seamen  afloat  in  the  Navy  at 
least,  and  there  may  be  many  more  now 
that  it  has  been  so  much  increased.  After 
a  good  deal  of  agitation,  the  Catholic 
chaplains  in  the  Army  were  put  upon  the 
same  status  as  those  of  the  Established 
Church,  and  I  have  heard  no  complaint 
arising  out  of  that.  That  being  so,  I 
want  to  know  on  what  kind  of  logic  you 
deny  that  status  to  the  Catholic  clergy  in 
the  Navy.  I  will  give  one  instance  61 
the  hardship  to  whi(»i  I  refer  in  the  case 
of  a  Cathohc  priest  whom  I  know.  He  is 
a  priest  belonging  to  the  Capuchin  Order, 
and  with  the  consent  and  kind  encourage- 
ment of  the  captains  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships  from  time  to  time,  this  poor 
Catholic  priest  had  been  invited 
to  officiate  on  board  different  men-of-war. 
He  did  so.  Through  some  error  on  the 
part  of  the  naval  officers  no  allowance 
was  made,  not  even  the  small  allowance 
which  is  permitted  to  be  made  for  this 
purpose,  qnd  year  after  year  this  poor 
priest,  out  of  the  moneys  of  his  Order,  for 
of  course  he  has  no  means  himself,  has 
had  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  boat  hire 
to  take  him  on  board.  Although  he 
has  letters  from  various  captains  thank- 
ing him  for  his  services,  he  has,  so  far  as 
my  information  goes,  received  nothing  in 
return. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  It 
would  appear  that  some  payments  have 
been  made  on  behalf  of  this  priest.  Sums 
of  money  were  sent  to  the  vice-consul, 
but  they  do  not  appear  to  have  come  to 
the  priest.  It  was  paid  by  the  vice- 
consul  to  a  person  who  apfuied  on  the 
priest's  behalf,  but  who  has  disappeared 
and  whom  we  are  now  endeavouring  to 
trace.  I  may  say  that  I  believe  the 
priest  is  not  anxious  to  have  this  matter 
ventilated,  but  we  think  it  is  our  duty  to 
find  out  who  the  person  is  who  took  that 
money. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  After  that  explanation 
I  will  not  say  another  word  upon  it.  But 
that  is  not  the  way  in  which  the  Catholio 
seamen  ought  to  be  treated,  and  means 
ought  to  be  taken  for  the  especial  benefit 
of  these  men,  so  far  as  circumstances  will 
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permit,  and  the  Catholic  chaplain  oueht 
to  be  put  on  the  same  status  as  the  other 
-chaplains  of  the  fleet. 

Sib  FORTESOUE  FLANNEBY: 
There  is  one  very  important  question 
irith  r^rd  to  the  engineering  officers 
to  which  I  desire  to  refer. 

*Thb  chairman  :  I  hadsomedoubts 
as  to  the  last  question  raised.  I  have  no 
doubt  as  to  this.  This  ought  to  be  nused 
on  Vote  I. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  : 
Upon  a  point  of  order,  may  I  point  out 
that  the  question  raked  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  was  allowed  on  a 
question  of  general  policy,  on  the  ground 
uiat  it  had  been  included  in  several 
Votes  ;  but  if  this  question  which  I  raise 
has  only  been  put  into  one  Vote,  it  is 
surely  none  the  less  a  question  of  policy. 

♦The  chairman  :  I  had  some  doubt 
in  the  case  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo,  because  the  index  in  that  case 
was  not  clear,  but  I  am  quite  certain  with 
regard  to  this  case  that  the  question 
ought  to  have  been  raised  on  Vote  I.  It 
was  raised  on  Vote  L  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  seseion,  and,  therefore,  clearly 
cannot  be  raised  again  on  a  different  Vote. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY :  If 
yon  are  still  of  opinion  that  that  is  so,  of 
course,  Sir,  I  must  bow  to  your  ruling. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD :  On 
a  point  of  order,  I  understood.  Sir,  there 
are  certain  points  which  could  hie  described 
as  grievances,  and  could  be  raised  on  this 
Vote.  If  that  is  not  so,  I  wish  to  point 
out  to  the  Committee  that  there  are  these 
^erances,  and  they  ought  to  be  brought 
out. 

*The  chairman  :  Order,  onler !  The 
noble  Lord  is  not  now  addressing  himself 
to  the  point  of  order  before  me.  All  I 
have  ruled  is  that  the  Vote  for  t^e  Board 
of  Admiralty  is  not  the  proper  place  to 
raise  the  question. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD :  But 
it  was  certainly  understood  that  we  should 

be  allowed  to  raise  this  question — that  an 
opportunity  would  be  afforded. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  Even  if  there  were 
fiuch  an  understanding  it  could  not  bind 
the  Committee,  and  certainly  would  not 
bind  me.   I  cannot  set  aside  the  rules  of 
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order  because  hon.  Gentlemen  enter  into  an 
arrangement.  My  duty  is  to  observe  tiie 
rules  of  order. 

*Aduiral  field  :  I  will  not  detain  the 
Committee  lon^  and  although  I  move 
the  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  Fint 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  of  course  I  know 
it  cannot  take  place,  and  only  do  so  to 
call  attention  to  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance to  which  I  also  called  attention 
ten  days  ago,  and  that  is  to  the  disastrous 
e^losion  which  took  pla(%  a  short  timea^ 
atTouIonand  the  policy  of  the  Admimlty  m 
the  face  of  such  disasters  in  erecting  new 
stores  into  which  they  propose  to  put  hi^ 
explosives,  among  others  cordite.  I  asked 
a  question  as  to  this  of  the  first  Lord, 
and  the  answer  he  gave  was  not  satis- 
factory. He  ^ve  no  information  at  aO, 
and  public  opinion  was  very  much  exer-  i 
cised  upon  this  question,  and  I  venture 
to  say  I  am  only  fulfilling  a  duty  when  I 
press  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give 
the  country  and  this  House  more  infor- 
mation than  he  gave  me  in  answer  to  my 
question.  N'ot  one  naval  officer  whom  I 
have  consulted  outside  the  Admiralty  is 
a  su]^rter  of  this  policy  of  their  Lord- 
ships, and  the  hon.  Member  for  King's 
Lynn  ventured  to  put  a  supplementary 
question  to  the  question  to  which  I 
alluded,  in  reply  to  which  he  got  do  in- 
formation whatever,  but  was  merely  asked 
to  have  confidence  in  the  Admiralty.  Of 
course  we  have  all  got  confidence  in  the 
Admiralty,  but  it  is  not  a  question  of  that 
kind :  it  is  a  question  in  which 
the  unofficial  Members  of  this  House 
have  as  much  right  to  an  opinion 
as    the    Lord  the  Admiralty. 

It  is  a  question  of  the  safety  of  the  dock- 
yard and  of  the  huge  poptdation  in  the 
neighbourhood  that  we  have  to  consoder 
in  connection  with  this  new  departure.  I 
asked  for  the  opinion  of  the  Committee ;  I 
could  get  no  information,  but  I  know 
that  they  were  not  unanimous.  From 
the  silence  of  the  First  Lord  I  also  draw 
my  own  conclusions  as  to  the  opinimi  of 
the  jMval  officers. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY :  May 
I  ask  whether  my  hon.  fnend  is  in  order 
in  bringing  forward  the  question  of  the 
storage  of  en>losives  in  dockyards  on  this  i 
Votet 

♦The  chairman  :  I  am  inclined  to 
agree  widi  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
question  ought  not  to  be  raised  at  this 
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«tage.  The  point  nued  hj  the  hon. 
Member  for  Eartbourae  ought  to  he  dk- 
«i88ed  on  the  naTal  armament  stores  or 
iniilding  Votes. 

^Admiral  FIELD:  On  the  point  of 
4nder,  the  new  departure  had  not  been 
taiken  then.  The  Toulon  explosion  is  my 
justification  for  raising  the  subject,  and  if 
1  had  been  Member  for  Portsmouth — I 
make  no  reflection  on  the  present  Members 
— I  would  have  moved  the  adjournment  of 
^6  House  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  GLOUGH  (Portsmouth):  The 
bon.  Member  has  no  mandate  from 
P(nrtBmouth  to  raise  this  question. 

*Ths  CHAIBMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  not  en- 
titled to  raise  the  question  on  this  Vote. 

Mr.  GLOUOH :  I  should  like  to  hear 
your  ruling  Mr.  Chairman,  upon  the 

?ae8tion  whether  the  Greenwich  Age 
'ension  Fund  may  be  raised  on  this  ?ote. 
In  asking  for  your  ruling  I  wish  to  say 
that  when  the  Pensions  Vote  was  raised 
in  the  House  it  was  very  late  in  the 
evening,  and  the  Admiralty  were  very 
anxious  to  get  the  Votes  which  were 
before  the  House  on  that  evening.  I  saw 
the  Civil  Lord,  and  said,  "  I  must  raise 
the  qneetion  of  the  Greenwich  Age  Pen- 
muxoB  now  unless  you  can  assure  me  that 
it  may  be  raised  on  some  other  Vote." 
The  Civil  Lord  most  courteously  met  me. 
He  went  to  the  First  Lord,  and  he  and 
the  First  Lord  stated  it  might  be  raised 
•on  their  salaries  by  way  of  a  motion  for 
the  reduction  of  the  vote.  In  view  of 
your  ruling  this  evening,  I  wish  to  ask 
whether,  that  arrangement  having  been 
made — and  I  believe  there  is  a  perfectly 
honourable  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Civil 
Lord  and  the  First  Lord  that  it  should 
be  carried  out — I  might  not  raise  that 
topic  upon  the  Vote  now  under  dis- 
'Cussion. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  I  am  afraid  I  can- 
not make  any  exception.  It  is  clear  that 
if  we  once  begin  to  discuss  Votes  in  their 
wrong  places  there  will  be  no  end  tothedis- 
-eussion  on  the  Naval  Votes.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  hon.  Members  to  know 
what  subjects  would  be  raised,  and  what 
would  not  be  raised.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
Hon.  Gentlemui  has  been  led  to  believe 
that  he  could  discuss  that  matter  on  this 
Vote,  but  I.  as  responsible  for  the  rules 
of  order,  can  be  no  party  to  it^  and  I 
«hall  be  obliged  to  rule  it  out  of  order. 


Mr.  CLOUGH  :  May  I  be  aUowed  to 
say,  with  due  deference,  that  I  could 
understand  your  ruling  where  two  private 
Members  of  the  House  enter  into  an 
agreement  one  with  the  other ;  that  is 
something  not  Mdthin  your  cognisance, 
and  ought  not  to  influence  your  ruling  ; 
but  when  an  arrangement  is  made  with  a 
responsible  Minister  like  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  I  hold  that  I  have  just 
ground  to  ask  you  to  make  an  exception 
to  your  ruling. 

Mr.  E.  J.  C.  MORTON :  On  a  point  of 
order,  may  we  not,  by  special  agreement, 
discuss  certain  questions  on  Votes  which 
we  have  not  immediately  to  deal  ^vith  1 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  do  not  think  a 
special  agreement  made  with  even  so  im- 
portant a  person  as  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  can  possibly  upset  the  rules 
of  order. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  desired  to 
draw  attmtion  to  the  reception  by  the 
Firat  liOrd  of  the  Admiralty  and  the 
President  dt  the  Board  of  Trade  of  a 
deputation  with  regard  to  the  manning  of 
the  Navy.  The  First  Lord  had  practiculy 
invited  the  discussion  of  the  subject  by 
the  public  at  large,  stating  last  year  that 
he  would  be  prepared  to  increase  the 
strength  of  the  Naval  Reserve.  His  re- 
ception of  the  deputation,  however,  was 
inconsistent  with  what  he  had  said  in  the 
House,  and  scarcely  encouraging  to 
those  in  the  country  who  had  given 
time  and  attention  to  the  question. 

*SiR  J.  COLOMB :  I  wish  to  make  a 
few  observations  upon  this  Vote.  In  the 
first  place,  I  hope  the  First  Lord  will  have 
no  hecdtation  in  coming  to  the  House  and 
asking  for  m(n«  money  in  order  to  make 
the  Naval  Intelligence  Department  more 
efficient.  I  find,  for  instance,  there  is  an 
expenditure  of  over  j£9,000  a  year  for  mili- 
tary attaches,  and  an  increase  this  year  of 
£2,400,  which  is  more  than  the  total  paid 
for  naval  attaches  altogether.  My  nght 
hon.  friend  has  spoken  of  the  instruction 
of  naval  officers  in  sea  strategy,  but 
there  is  also  the  question  of  tactics. 
Senior  captains  of  a  fleet  are  never  called 
upon  to  handle  the  fleet,  nor  are  com- 
muiders  ever  called  upon  to  handle  ships 
in  fleet  and  squadron  evolutions^  It 
appears  to  me  tlutthe  Admiralty  have  no 
test  of  the  fitness  of  captains  to  be 
admirals,  and  when,  moreover,  we  come 
to  look  at  the  enormous  responsibility 
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which  may  be  cast  on  senior  captains  sud- 
denly in  war,  I  think  there  should  be  some 
system  by  which  they  might  have  the 
omtortunity  of  handling  squadrons  and 
snips  ocoasioiially  in  muioauvres.  The 
other  point  to  which  I  wish  to  refer  has 
reference  to  artillery  practice  of  fleets. 
In  the  prize-firing  returns  I  find  that 
there  is  no  mention  of  the  light  quick- 
firing  guns.    I  should  like  to  know 
whether  these  guns  are  left  out  alto- 
gether or  included  under  machine  guns. 
Then  I  see  that  there  are  no  prizes 
awarded  for  heavier   guns   than  the 
13-5  guns.     Is  that  because  no  prizes 
have  oeen  offered,  or  is  it  because  the 
shooting  is  not  good  enough  ?  Passing 
to  the  next  size  guns,  namely,  13'5  and 
12in.,  I  see  blue-jacket  gunners  only  com- 
peted.   Why  are  the  marine  artillery 
gunners  out  of  it  1     In  competition  at 
these  two  guns  I  see  that  the  prize-money 
return  is  under  36s.  per  crew.    Next  in 
order  comes  the  lOin.  gun.    Here  there 
was  competition  between  the  blue-jacket 
gunners  and  the  marine  artillery  gunners, 
and  I  find  the  blue-jacket  gunners  only 
won  £1   14s.  2d.  per  crew,  while  the 
marine  artillery  won  two  guineas.  Com- 
ing to  the  9-2  gun,  I  find  that  the  blue- 
jackets only  won  £1  138.  lOd.  per  crew, 
while  the  marine  artillery  won  £4  1 28. 6d. 
Then,  if  you  take  the  6in.  gun  you  will  find 
the  blue-jacket  gunners  won  only  15s.  7d. 
per  crew,  and  the  marine  artillery  gunners 
£1  6s.  3d.  The  importance  of  these  figures 
is  contained  in  the  fact  that  the  return 
shows,  even  in  its  incomplete  form,  that  at 
all  heavy  guns  where  there  was  competi- 
tion between  the  blue-jacket  gunner  and 
the  marine  artillery  gunner,  the  latter  beat 
the  former  and  proved  themselves  the 
best  gunners.    If  this  prize-firing  be  any 
test  m  artillery  efiSciency,  it  goes  to  show 
that  the  fire  of  a  fleet,  the  guns  of  which 
are  manned  by  marine  artilfery  gunners, 
would  be  more  efiective  than  if  the  guns 
were  manned  by  blue-jacket  gunners.  If 
the  prize-firing  be  no  test  of  relative 
artillery  efficiency,  why  waste  money  on 
it  ?    But  it  is,  and  therefore  I  must  press 
my  ri^ht  hon.  friend  for  a  specific  answer 
to  this  specific  question.    As  the  prize- 
firing  test  shows  that  marine  gunners  win 
more  money  than  blue-jacket  gunners, 
why  is  the  Admiralty  excluding  them 
from  manning  any  gun  larger  than  the 
lOin.  gun  t   If  a  particular  class  of  man, 
trainra  in  a  particular  way,  produces  the 
best  results  at  the  10-inch  or  the  9.2 
Sir  J.  Cohmh. 


gun,  why  do  the  Admiralty  rule  that  this 
particular  class  of  man  trained  in  this  par- 
ticular way  shall  not  even  be  tried  at  the 
12  or  13.5  gnni  Again,  this  retuiB 
shows  that  some  27  per  cent,  marine 
artillery  of  the  Fleet  are  not  quartered  at 
any  gun  at  all.  How  is  that  ?  The  facts 
I  give  are  emphasised  when  we  rememfaev 
that  the  form  of  the  return  is  misleading. 
In  many  ships  no  marine  artillery  are 
carried.  In  these  ships  blue-jack^ 
gunners  compete  only  against  each  other. 
The  return  lumps  together  all  ships, 
whether  they  carry  marine  artillery  or 
whether  they  do  not.  It  does  nc^  show  re- 
sults of  competitions  between  an  equal 
number  of  blue-jacket  gunners  and  of 
marine  artillery  gunners,  hut  between  afew 
marine  gunners  in  a  few  ships  against  the 
pick  of  the  whole  number  of  blue-jacket 
gunners  afloat.  I  trust  the  First  Lord 
will  promise  that  an  annual  return  of 
prize-firing,  in  a  better  form,  shall  be 
laid  before  Parliament.  The  question  of 
sea  supremacy  is  largely  a  question  ot 
sufficiency  and  efficiency  of  heavy  ^an. 
fire,  and  without  such  annual  return  in  a 
com^trehensive  and  comprehensible  form 
Parhament  is  in  the  dark.  So  far  as  the 
present  return  goes  it  shows  that  the 
naval  changes  of  ninety-five  years  juati^ 
and  corroborate  the  opinionof  Nelson,  wita 
his  matchless  experience  of  naval  war^ 
that  the  duties  of  blue-jackets  are  ao 
manifold  and  various  that  for  the  artillery 
service  of  the  Fleet  a  special  and  distinct 
corps  of  artillery  is  needed.  The  marine 
artillery  came  into  being  in  1804.  It  was 
Nelson'd  creation,  but  this  return  shows 
how  far  from  that  view  the  Admiralty 
have  drifted  by  excluding  the  corps  fttnn 
duties  it  was  intended  to  fulfil,  though,  as 
shown  by  this  return,  the  artillei^  servioe 
of  the  fleet  would  be  more  effective  were 
Nelson's  teachings  adhered  to. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  will  endeavour  to- 
meet  the  views  of  my  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  with  regard  to  the  return  ne  has 
mentioned.  The  right  hon.  Oentleman 
opposite  spoke  of  the  deputation  received 
by  my  right  hon.  friend  the  President  of 
the  Boara  of  Trade  and  myself  on  the 
subject  of  the  manning  of  the  Fleets  and  I 
gather  that  the  right  hon.  GenUeman 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  deputation  was  received.  I 
may  say  that  I  was  not  at  all  satisfied 
with  the  composition  of  the  deputation.  I 
had  been  led  to  expect  a  number  of 
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gentlemen  representative  of  the  shipping 
interest  with  whom  we  might  have  had 
an  interesting  discussion  as  to  their  views 
on  the  Reserves.  If  my  memory  is  not 
mistaken,  all  the  representatives  of  the 
shipping  trade  were  conspicuons  hy  their 
absence ;  those  who  were  present  were 
simply  members  of  the  intelligent 
public  who  take  a  considerable  interest 
in  the  general  question,  but  they  are 
not  a  body  with  whom  the  Govern- 
ment can  expect  to  discuss  such  very  im- 
portant questions  as  the  Reserves.  I  re- 
gret that  I  should  have  left  an  impression 
of  discourtesy  on  the  deputation.  I  fully 
recognise  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
and  therefore  regret  that  the  deputation 
was  not  more  representative. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  to  the  unsatisfactory  posi- 
tion of  the  shipwrights  in  Her  Majesty's 
Navy.  At  the  present  time  boiier- 
makers,  coopers,  smiths,  and  all  other 
mechanics  on  entering-  the  Navy  com- 
mence at  a  minimum  wage  of  five  and 
sixpence  a  day. 

*The  chairman  :  Order,  order  !  The 
question  the  hon.  Gentleman  desires  to 
raise  should  be  raised  on  Vote  1. 

Mr.  STEADMAN:  I  bow  to  your 
ruling,  Sir.  I  was  given  to  understand 
that  1  could  only  raise  this  question  on 
Vote  12;  but  in  future  I  shall  consult 
ou,  Sir,  and  then  I  shall  know  whether 
am  in  order  or  not. 

Mh.  HARWOOD  (Bolton) :  I  desire  to 
direct  attention  to  a  matter  of  general 
policy  with  regard  to  the  Navy  wliieh  I 
mentioned  before,  but  regarding  which  I 
have  not  received  a  satis&ctory  answer. 
It  is  as  to  making  the  Navy  better  known 
in  manufacturing  districts,  one  of  which  I 
represent.  I  think  the  Admiralty  does 
not  recognise  the  alteration  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  manning  of  ships.  In 
the  old  days  all  that  was  required  was 
that  a  man  should  foe  able  to  dance  a 
hornpipe,  hoist  a  sail,  and  hitch  up  his 
trousers,  but  the  Navy  now  requires  a 
different  kind  of  man  altogether — it  re- 
quires an  engineer  and  a  mechanic 
Formerly  recruiting  for  the  Navy  was 
chiefly  confined  to  the  ports,  the  popula- 
tion of  which  were  accustomed  to  sea- 
&uing  habits,  but  now  I  venture  to  think 
that  the  centre  d  gravity  is  changed. 


The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  York 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
ships  have  very  often  to  go  into 
port  to  be  fitted  because  they  have 
not  a  sufficient  supply  of  engineers 
and  mechanics  on  board  capable  of  ke^ 
ing  them  in  (nder.  One  fact  is  very 
well  known,  and  that  is  the  wonderful 
hereditariness  of  habit.  In  seafaring 
places  people  inherited  a  love  of  the 
sea,  but  ships  are  now  completely 
altered.  They  are  complicated  con- 
glomerations of  intricate  machinery,  and 
the  corollary  to  that  fact  is  that  we  require 
as  recruits  engineers  and  mechanics.  It 
is  more  important  for  a  man  in  th& 
Navy  nowadays  that  he  should  have 
inherited,  not  a  capacity  for  the  sea,  but 
for  mechanical  en^neering.  I  represent 
a  constituency  which  possesses  this  heru 
ditary  capacity.  There  are  two  grounds- 
upon  which  I  press  this  question  on  the 
attention  of  the  Admiralty.  One  is  that 
the  increase  of  the  Navy  makes  it  wise  to 
extend  the  field  of  recruiting,  and  the 
second  is  that  the  particular  field  most 
required  is  the  field  which  would  supply 
the  Navy  with  men  specially  qualified  to 
suit  the  altered  conditions  of  wai-ships. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  sufficiently  under- 
stood how  little  the  Navy  is  known  in 
Lancashire,  for  example.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  we  have  alloverEngluida 
hereditary  love  of  the  sea,  which  breaks  out 
in  the  case  of  many  young  men,  and  in 
the  manufacturing  districts  this  love  of 
the  sea  is  combined  with  an  inherited 
engineering  capacity.  Young  men  have 
often  asked  me  how  they  should  go  about 
entering  the  Navy,  and  I  do  not  know 
how  to  advise  them.  I  doubt  whether  the 
Civil  Lord  himself  knows. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERlJaN:  Oh,, 
yes ;  I  know  perfectly  well. 

Mr.  HARWOOD :  I  think  the  horn. 
Gentleman  will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  not 

fenerally  known,  and  I  am  siu%  that  the- 
favy  misses  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
excellent  recruits  because  they  do  not. 
know  how  to  enter  it.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
know  how  timid  of  trouble  people^ 
are,  and  when  they  meet  a  difficulty 
how  they  desist.  What  I  suggest 
is  that  there  should  at  least  be  as  much 
information  given  to  the  public  as  to  hor 
to  enter  the  Navy  as  there  is  in  the  ca8e> 
of  the  Army.     I  have  been  told  that 

r)st  offices  supply  such  information,  but 
have  applied  and  find  that  it  is  not  so. 
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This  question  has  been  taken  up  with 
-some  interest  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts. The  people  there  say,  "  We  con- 
tribute our  fair  share  to  the  Navy,  and 
we  have  a  right  to  have  a  naval  career 
open  to  our  children  if  they  cai'e  to  enter 
it."  Many  believe  that  men  in  the  Navy 
are  not  treated  very  well,  but  nevrathe- 
less  the  people  have  a  right  to  have  this 
career  open  to  tiieir  children.  The  second 
point  I  wish  to  make  perhaps  trenches 
Qpon  delicate  ground.  Not  only  have  the 
working  classes  a  right  to  have  this  career 
open  to  them,  but  other  classes  have  a 
-amiilar  right.  I  met  a  youth  recently 
who  had  a  great  desire  to  enter  the  Navy, 
and  after  being  trained  at  a  well-recc^- 
nised  establishment  he  made  an  applica- 
tion, only  to  be  met  by  the  barrier  of 
nmrnmlifflB.  I  do  not  undentand  it  I 
do  not  see  why  this  career  should  not  be 
open  to  our  young  men  just  as  much  as 
the  Army.  What  does  nomination  mean  1 
I  find  that  if  a  youth's  father  was  an 
admiral  or  his  uncle  a  captain  he  could  get 
in.  I  object  to  the  Navy  being  treated  as 
a  preserve  for  officers'  sons.  The  nation 
paysfortheNavy,and  the  nation  has  aright 
to  share  in  it,  and  I  protest  most  strongly 
against  this  system  of  selection.  I  do  not 
fciiow  how  the  Civil  Lord  is  going  to 
justify  it.  I  think  he  will  not  den^  that 
it  is  personal  selection,  not  selection  on 
the  ground  of  ability  or  training.  I 
nuuntain  that  a  candidate  should  only  be 
asked  whether  he  is  prepared  to  go 
through  the  examinations  and  fill  the 
social  necessities  of  the  case,  and  then  let 
the  best  man  win.  It  is  an  advantage  to 
the  Navy  that  it  should  enlarge  its 
recruiting  sphere,  and  recruit  engineers 
.and  mechanics,  and,  with  regard  to 
officers,  it  is  a  matter  of  common  justice 
that  the  Navy  should  be  op«i  to  the 
nation. 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E.) :  Enor- 
mous sums  have  been  devoted  this  year 
for  naval  expenditure,  but  as  far  as 
Ireland  is  concerned,  we  have  very  little 
interest  in  this  expenditure,  though  we 
pay  more  than  our  quota  towards  it.  As 
far  as  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales  are 
concerned,  they  have  large  industries  to 
protect,  but  unfortunately  we  have 
utde  or  no  trade  to  protect,  and 
we  get  no  advant^e  from  the  mgantic 
expenditure  in  the  Navy  yards.  This  is 
.a  state  of  things  that  hu  been  frequently 
"drawn  attention  to  in  this  Hous^  and  I 

■  Mr.  Harwood. 


regret  to  say  that  the  Admiralty  have 
taken  no  steps  to  redress  our  grievance. 
But,  even  in  other  respects,  when  we  ask 
for  a  little  we  get  little  satisfaction.  Last 
week  I  put  a  question  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary in  regard  to  illegal  trawling  which 
obtains  off  the  Irish  coasts  and  the  right 
hon.  G^tleman  answered  me  that  he  had 
frequently  applied  to  the  Admiralty  f<H-  a  i 
ffunboat  to  enforce  the  carrying  out  d 
the  bye-laws  in  regard  to  trawQufi  hot 
that  his  applications  had  met  with  no 
results  whatever.    I  tiunk  that  is  a  state 
of  things  that  ou^t  not  to  be.    When  | 
the  Steuu  Trawling  Act  was  passed  the 
First  Lord  assured  the  hon.  Member  for  ' 
North  Louth  that  our  interests  in  Ireland  | 
would  be  protected  in  the  matter.   That  { 
law  did  not  apply  to  Ireland,  and  now  | 
steam  trawlers  come  off  our  coast,  and  do 
a  great  deal  of  injury  to  the  bidi 
fisheries,  and  the  Admiralty  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  our  application  for  gun-boats  to 
enforce  the  local  bye-laws.    Ten  yean 
ago  the  Leader  of  the  House  gave  a  i 
distinct  pledge  that  our  fisheries  would  i 
be  protected  by  ' the  Admiralty  or  some 
other  board ;  but  he  has  failed  to  cany 
out  that  pledge.    I  may  be  told  that  it  is 
not  the  business  of  the  Admiralty  to  . 
enforce  local  bye  laws ;  but  that  is  just 
the  way  in  which  Irish  interests  are 
jobbed  from  one  Department  to  another.  , 
I  have  a  su^;estion  to  make  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentieman  to  which  I  hope  he 
will  ^ve  his  favourable  consideration. 
The  Bill  dealing  with  agriculture  and 
other  Irish  industries  will  be  before  the 
House  next  Monday.    It  will  be  a  long 
time  before   the   new  Department  has 
arranged  matters,  but  in  the  meantime  a 
great  deal  of  injury  is  being  done  to  the 
Irish  fisheries,  and  I  would  ask  the  First 
Lord  whether  he  will  place  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Irish  Government,  or  the 
Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries,  two  or  thne 
gun-boats  to  enforce  the  bye-laws,  which 
are  at  present  a  dead  letter. 

*Mr.  weir  (Kose  and  Cromarty):  I 
would  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
to  see  that  the  commanders  of  the  gun- 
boats off  the  North  Coast  of  ScotJaod  | 
attend  to  the  work  deputed  to  then. 
These  gun-boats  lie  too  much  in  harboor, 
insteaa  of  looking  after  the  trawlers.  We 
have  a  great  fishing  industry  in  the  Neath 
of  ScoUand,  and  that  is  being  seriously 
affected  by  these  gun-boats  not  performing 
their   duty    as    they   shoiud.  Tha« 
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ought  to  be  more  gun-boats  for  police 
purposea.  I  wish  to  thank  the  Firat  Lord 
lor  the  promise  he  made  to  send  the 
tounineship  "  Northampton  "  to  Stonio- 
yra,j.  The  first  time  she  was  there  she 
onfy  remained  a  few  hours.  That  is  not 
sufficient  time  for  boys  to  travel  tome 
thirty  or  forty  miles  across  the  island. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  There  is  a  training 
ship  at  Dundee. 

*Mr.  WEIR:  The  training  ship  at 
Dundee  is  a  ref(»matory  for  boys. 
What  I  want  is  to  get  respectable  lads  to 
«nter  the  Navy,  ^me  newer  and  mom 
modem  guns  should  be  sent  to  the  Storno- 
way  Naval  Reserve  Station.  I  would 
Kke  to  know  why  the  men  of  Bemera  are 
not  engaged  in  the  Naval  Reserve. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  As  to  the  Irish 
fisheries,  the  Admiralty  are  under  no 
•obligation  to  enforce  local  bye-laws.  Our 
duty  is  rather  to  protect  native  fisheries 
Against  foreign  trawlers  ;  although,  when 
occasion  offers,  our  gun-boats  afford  other 
assistance.  However,  I  will  take  into 
oonsideratlon  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member. 

Mr.  power  :  When  the  Steam  Trawl- 
ing Act  was  passing  through  the  House 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  said,  in 
Teply  to  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  the 
Member  for  Louth,  that  the  interests  of 
the  Irish  fisheries  would  be  safeguarded, 
and  on  that  assurance  we  let  the  Bill 

SBs.  In  compliance  with  that  promise  a 
U  was  introduced  prohibiting  steam 
trawling  within  three  miles  of  the  Irish 
coast,  but  for  some  reason  that  Bill  never 
was  passed.  The  Irish  Secretary  has 
now  a  very  important  Bill  before  the 
House,  and  he  says  that  under  that  Bill 
he  will  be  able  to  protect  the  Irish 
fisheries.  But  it  will  be  some  time 
before  he  eets  his  Department  into 
working  order.  What  I  wish  is  that, 
pending  that  time,  the  Admiralty  will 
mre  us  a  few  gun-boats  to  enforce  the 
local  bye-laws. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoui^  Manchester, 
EL) :  I  do  not  think  that  this  is  primarily 
■an  Admiralty  mattw.  I  wiU,  nowerer, 
•confer  with  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  and  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  and  see  if  anything  can  be  done, 
iittt  I  cuinot  make  any  definite  promise 
4>n  the  subject 


Mr.  POWER:  Thank  you. 

*Mr.  weir  :  I  have  called  attention  to 
several  matters,  and  not  one  word  has 
been  said  in  re^ud  to  them.  I  b^  that 
this  Vote  be  reduced  by  £600. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

<'That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £261,500.  be 
granted  for  the  said  Service." — {Mr.  Wtir.) 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
Member  that  the  Highlands  have  their 
full  share  of  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, The  hon.  Member  would  like  to 
see  the  training  ship  "  Northampton  "  at 
Stomoway  for  some  time.  I  can  say  that 
it  will  remain  there  some  days.  The 
hon.  Member  is  always  saying  that  there 
is  8{dendid  material  for  the  Nary  in  the 
Western  Idtands,  but  I  can  assure  him 
that  there  is  equally  splendid  material  in 
other  parts  of  the  country. 

*Mr.  ^^'EIR  :  There  are  no  manufac- 
tories or  other  facilities  for  employ- 
ment for  these  men,  except  fishing  and 
crofting.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  promise-l  that  the  **  Northamp- 
ton "  \n\\  remain  some  days  at  Stomoway, 
I  hope  she  will  remaiu  two  or  three  weeks. 
I  have  no  desire  to  press  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  put  and  agreed  to. 


ARMY   ESTIMATES,  1899-1900. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £248,300,  be 
granted  to  Hra*  Majesty,  to  defray  tiie 
Charge  for  the  Salanes  and  Miscelhuieous 
Charges  of  the  War  Office,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900." 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER(BeIfast,  W.): 
I  was  advised  the  other  day,  by  a  gentl 
man  who  is  conversant  with  the  War 
Office  and  its  ways,  never  in  the  futiu-e  to 
waste  my  time  in  criticising  or  attacking 
subordinate  officii  but  to  lay  the 
responsibility  where  it  ought  to  be,  and 
is,  namely  upon  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  himself.  For  indeed,  it  is  the 
Secretary  of  State  who  is  after  all  respon* 
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sible,  and  until  his  attention  is  drawn  to  his  i 
responsibility,  no  great  improvement  will 
take  place.  I  have  taken  that  advice 
to  heart.  I  ne^  hardly  say  that  I 
desire  to  make  my  attack  on  Lord 
Lansdowne  not  as  an  individual,  but 
merely  as  the  responsible  head  of  a  great 
public  Department.  It  would  be  most 
ungracious  in  me  if  I  omitted  to  add  that 
whatever  ha^  been  done  during  the  last 
year  or  two — and  a  great  deal  has  been 
done — to  improve  the  Army,  has  been  due 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  himself,  rather 
than  to  any  subordinate  in  the  Depart- 
ment. We  gratefully  reco^se  the  im- 
provement, or  promise  of  improvement^ 
in  regard  to  the  cavalry  regiments,  about 
which  a  ^reat  deal  of  feeling  was  expressed 
last  session,  and  we  are  sanguine  enough 
to  believe  ■  that  that  promise  will  he 
carried  out.  We  welcome  the  addition 
of  2d.  to  the  actual  pay  of  soldiers,  and  we 
are  pleased  to  see  that  a  moderate  amount 
of  success,  largely  owing  to  the  initiative 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  himself,  has 
attended  the  employment  given  to  dis- 
charged soldiers  of  good  chfu^ctcr.  I  am 
mys^f  particularly  pleased  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  War  has  met  us  to  a 
certain  extent  with  regard  to  the  restora- 
tion of  the  old  facings  of  regiments  which 
were  particularly  proud  of  them;  and 
I  am  glad  to  know  that,  under  his 
orders,  the  absurd  and  impracticable 
arrangements  of  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment, which  have  been  so  often  denounced 
in  this  House,  have  now  at  last  been 
finally  abandoned,  and  a  more  rational 
system  been  put  in  their  place.  While 
I  admit  that  the  Secretary  of  State  has 
done  much  good  in  these  matters,  I  can- 1 
not  say  I  am  equally  pleased  with  the 
condition  of  thinj^  that  exists  in  the 
policy  of  the  War  Office.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  ]>nmde  a  man  with  a  new  set  of 
shirt  studs,  a  flower  in  his  buttonhole, 
and  half  a  crown  in  bis  pocket ;  but  if  the 
man  happens  to  be  suffering  from  Oriental 
plague  it  is  best  to  let  these  embellish- 
ments wait  until  you  have  cured  him  of 
his  mortal  disease.  Motion  may  be  the 
resultant  of  two  forces,  a  propulsive 
force  and  a  withholding  force;  and 
if  the  withholding  force  is  superior 
the  result  is  motion  in  a  backward 
direction.  The  retarding  force  in  the 
War  Office  has  mastered  the  propelling 
force,  and  the  result  is  a  retrograde 
movement.  I  desire  to  criticise  the 
policy    of    the    Secretary    of  State 

Mr.  Armld-Forster. 


for    War,    who    is    responsible,  on 
certain  definite  and  specific  heads.  I 
want  to  criticise  the  action,  or  inaction,  ci 
the  War  Office  in  regard  to  the  Report 
which  was  presented  to  Pariiament  last 
year.    That  is  entirely  a  matter  within 
the  province  of  the  War  Office.  Hon. 
Members,  I  hope,  liave  not  foigotten 
what  that  Report  was.    I  regret  to  say 
that  its  chM-acter  and  purport  are  not 
sufficiently  well  known,  owing  to  insuffi- 
cient discussion  in  the  country.    I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  never  in  the  history  oC 
any  Department  of  Grovemment  baa  there- 
been  such  a  disclosure  of  admiuiatrative 
incompetence  as  is  disclosed  in  that  Re- 
port.  That  Report  was  the  outcome  of 
an  inquiry  of  a  very  remarkable  Commit 
tee.    That  Committee  was  formed  by  the 
War  Office,  and  was  presided  over  by  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  at  that  time^ 
It  called  before  it,  as  witnesses,  the  most 
prominent  members  of  the  War  Office, 
and  took  their  evidence.    And  if  you 
wanted  to  damn  the  War  Office,  to  die- 
credit  its  operations,  to  make  it  appear  a 
ridiculous  and  impossible  institution,  yoa 
could  not  have  done  better  than  to  repeat 
the  words  of  that  Report,   and  the 
evidence  on  which  it  was  based.   I  want 
to  know  what  has  been  dtme  to  give  effect 
to  the  recommendations  of  that  Report, 
for,  be  it  noted,  these  recommendations 
are  not  the  outcome  of,  nor  do  they  corre- 
spond to  the  recommendations  by  private 
Members ;  but  are  made  in  the  interest  of 
the  British  Army  by  the  War  Office  itself. 
We  have  heard  that  something  has  been 
done.  We  have  been  told  that  some  very 
violent  action  has  been  taken,  and  that 
I  the  Financial  Secretary  has  got  to  the 
point  of  reducing  by  £5,000  a  year  the 
salaries  of  the  War  Office  clerks.  There 
is  an  old  story  about  a  man  tryinic  to  con 
an  earthquake  with  a  pill,  but  I  hare  not 
heard  that  the  treatment  was  successful  ; 
and  I  am  not  convinced  that  even  this 
resource  of  reducing  the  War  Office  clerks* 
salaries  by  £5,000  will  meet  the  ease.  I 
wish  to  put  a  question.    Sometimes  we 
have  great  difficulty  in  placing  the  respoo- 
sibility  on  the  proper  person.  But  in  this 
case  I  may  clearly  put  the  responsibility 
on  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
aiid  I  want  to  ask  him  what  he  has  doa» 
with  regard  to  a  particular  officer  wh» 
took  a  marked  part  in  producing  the 
evidence  given  before  that  Committeflw 
I  want  to  quote  to  the  House  a  statemmt 
which  was  made  by  one  of  the  most 
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•eminent  soldiers  in  the  British  Army,  and 
4me  of  the  most  prominent  in  tiie  adminis- 
tration of  the  War  Office,  I  mean  Sir 
Bedvers  Buller.  That  eminent  officer 
■said : 

"I  should  like  to  say  clearly  and  openly 
4bat  I  start  from  this  point,  and  I  think  I 
have  verified  it  snffidently,  that  the  whole 
system  of  reports,  and  regulations,  and  war- 
rants tinder  which  the  British  Army  now 
■serves,  has  trrown  up  entirely  for  the  benefit  of 
the  War  Office  clerks,  and  to  find  work  for 
the  War  Office  clerks  rather  than  to  provide 
control  over  the  army." 

That  is  a  very  serious  statement  indeed, 
and  what  I  want  to  ask  is,  what  business 
had  Sir  Bedvers  Buller  to  mahe  it  1  For 
Ihe  head  of  a  Departanent,  after  having 
been  in  this  responsible  position  for  ten 
years,  and  having  had  the  full  control  of 
the  Department,  to  openly  state  at  the  end 
of  his  term  that  whilst  he  was  there  the 
Department  to  his  knowledge  was  grossly 
mismanaged,  and  that  it  was  conduct^ 
for  purposes  not  in  the  interest  of  the 
business  for  advancing  which  he  received 


immediately  and  primarily  involved.  I 
now  come  to  another  matter  in  which 
I  desire  to  criticise  the  policy  and 
action — or  inaction — of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Lord  Lansdowne  as  head  of 
the  Army  is  responsible  for  the 
defence  of  this  country.  He  is  also  the 
Parliamentaiy  head  of  the  War  Office, 
and  responsible  for  letting  the  country 
know  the  real  condition  of  the  Army. 
I  challenge  contradiction  when"  I  say 
that  the  whole  effort  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  War  Office  has  been  for  the 
last  three  years  to  lead  people  to  believe 
that  than  has  been  a  substantial  addi- 
tion to  the  British  Army.  That  is  not 
the  fact  It  is  the  fact  that  Lord  Lans- 
downe has  endeavoured  to  produce 
such  an  impression,  and  it  is  only 
through  an  accident  that  the  country  has 
learned  the  truth  as  to  the  Army.  Only 
a  week  ago  Lord  Lansdowne  made  a 
statement  in  the  House  of  Lords  that 
despite  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
War  Office  they  were  adding  to  the 


his  pay,  is  an  astounding  thing,  and  I  can  j  Arm^.  That  is  not  correct,  there  is  no 
•<mly  s^  that  in  the  trading  concern  to  addition  being  made  to  the  Army  at  all. 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  belong  or  in  i  Five  years  ago  the  force  of  the  Kegular 
.any  concern  conducted  for  profit,  we  { Army,  MiUtia,  and  Army  Reserve  was 
should  give  short  shrift  to  the  head  of  a :  408,900  men.  In  the  present  year  the 
Department  who  acted  in  such  a  fashion,  j  number  is  408,924  ;  that  is  to  say  that 
^Vhen  we  find  an  officer  in  the  position  of  j  during  the  five  yeai-s  we  have  added 
*5ir  Redvers  Buller  making  such  a  state-  twenty-four  men  to  the  effective  forces  of 
ment  as  this  after  he  has  left  his  post,  we  i  the  country,  and  this  during  a  period 
should  make  him  verify  his  statement.  It '  when  there  has  been  an  enormous  addi- 
would  be  impertinence  in  me  to  criticise  '  tion  to  the  Army  Estimates.  Five  years 
him  as  a  soldier,  but  as  a  Member  of  this  ago  the  amount  of  the  Army  Estimates 
House  and  as  a  taxpayer  I  am  certainly  |  was  £17,980,000,  and  this  year  they 
entiUed  to  ask  whether  uiy  explanation  ;  amount  to  £19,528,000,  an  increase  of 
-of  his  statement  has  been  required  j  £1,545,000.  That  has  been  going  on  for 
from  him  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  ,  five  years ;  we  have  had  increases  during 
This  monstrous  condition  of  things  has  j  the  period  of  £7,000,000  sterling.  Hie 
apparently  been  going  on  for  ten  years  to  ;  Vote  for  naval  works  is  about  the  same 
his  knowledge,  and  nothing  has  been  done  !  figure.  What  would  be  the  criticism 
during  the  whole  of  that  time  to  remedy  ■  of  this  House,  if,  after  £7,500,000  had 
the    evil  he  so  graphically  describes.  ,  been  expended,  the  Admiralty  could  only 


I  quote  this  case  as  an  example  only,  and 
the  conclusion  I  have  been  forced  to 
come  to  is  that  until  we  have  a  thorough 
transformation  of  the  manner  of  doing 
business  at  the  War  Office  we  shall  get 
no  advance  in  the  British  Army  at  all. 
Moreover,  I  want  to  know  whether 
the  melancholy  catalogue  of  evil  and 
absurd  practices  which  is  set  out  in  this 
report  has  led  to  any  action  which  is 
worthy  of  the  name  being  taken 
by  the  War  Office.  This  is  elearl}'  a 
matter  in  which  the  responsibility  of 


pomt  to  an  increase 
twenty-four  men  ? 


of  the  Navy  by 


The  under  SECRETARYof  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wynoham,  Dover) :  All 
those  miUions  have  not  be^  devoted  to 
the  increase  of  men. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  under- 
stand my  hon.  friend  says  that  all  this 
expenditure  has  not  been  devoted  to 
getting  men,  but  he  ought  to  remember 
how  often  we  have  been  told  that  these 


the   Secretary    of  State  for  War    is  ,  additiotis  were  being  made  to  the  Army, 
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and  he  ought  to  be  as  explicit  on  other 
occasions  as  he  now  appears  desirous  of 
beii^,  and  he  ought  to  tell  the  country 
franlly  that  after  all  this  expenditure 
we  have  only  added  twenty-four  men  to 
the  Army.  The  Secretary  of  State  said 
only  the  other  day  that  we  were  making 
up  slowly  the  addition  that  Parliament 
sanctioned.  He  said  it  was  true  that 
5,000  were  taken  from  the  Army  Reserve, 
and  appeared  as  an  addition  to  the 
Army;  but  that  is  no  addition  at  all. 
The  remainder  have  come  from  the 
Militia,  which  is  already  available  for 
the  service  of  the  country.  The  men 
have  been  taken  from  one  force  and  put 
into  another.  I,  and  probably  other 
hon.  Members  are  familiar  with  the 
measures  that  are  resorted  to,  and  efforts 
that  are  being  made  to  cozen  these  men 
out  of  the  Militia  into  the  Army.  I 
could  tell  the  House  what  is  done  in  the 
dep6t8  in  this  matter,  and  of  the  pres- 
sure which  is  put  upon  the  men  to 
leave  the  Militia  and  enter  the  line. 
Of  course,  where  the  devil  drives  one 
must  needs  go,  but  if  we  must  get  men  in 
this  way  do  not  let  us  be  told  that  we  are 
adding  to  the  defensive  forces  of  the 
country.  With  regard  to  the  policy 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  has  thought 
fit  to  adopt  to  c<n>e  with  this  state  of 
things,  I  admit  he  has  made  gallant 
attempts  to  get  more  men  to  come  into 
the  Army,  but  we  have  always  said  he 
was  going  the  wrong  way  about  it,  and 
not  doing  the  proper  thing  to  get  men 
into  the  Army,  and  to  keep  them  in  the 
Army  when  he  got  them.  A  few  days 
ago  in  the  House  of  Lords  the  Secretary 
oFState  spoke  in  a  most  slaiming  manner, 
and  it  looked  as  if  we  were  on  the  verge 
of  conscription.  It  may  be  that  we  shsdl 
have  to  come  to  that  unfortunate  condi- 
tion of  things.  There  are  many  of  us  who 
believe  that  a  time  will  come  when  we 
shall  no  longer  be  able  to  get  an  army  on 
a  volimtary  system,  but  before  we  come 
to  so  melancholy  a  conclusion  wo  should 
make  a  trial  of  all  other  methods.  The 
old  method  is  a  failure — let  us  try  others. 
The  Secretary  of  State  says  that  he  will 
never  consent  to  a  long  service  army 
and  a  short  service  army  existing  at  the 
same  time,  but  a  lon^  service  army 
already  exists  in  practice,  though  in 
theory  it  has  no  existence  whatever, 
AH  the  advantages  that  appertain  to 
long  service  have  been  abandoned,  and 
the  disadvantages  of  the  short  service 

Mr.  Amold-Fonkr. 


retained,  but,  nevertheless  there  are  a* 
many  long  service  men  in  the  Army  as 
there  have  ever  been  since  the  Crimes. 
If  you  led  recruits  to  understand  that 
they  were  in  for  long  service  you  mi^t 
get  some  advantage  by  doing  so,  but 
when  you  enlist  men  for  short  serrioe 
and  then  persuade  them  to  prolong  their 
term,  under  short-service  rules ;  or  when 
you  call  men  back  from  the  Reserve,  you 
are  doing  that  which  is  unjust  in  itaelf, 
which  produces  the  minimum  c& 
advantage,  and  which  as  a  remedy 
for  your  diificulties  is  bound  to  fail 
The  authorities  attribute  the  falling 
of  recruits  to  the  goodness  of  teade^ 
and  that  no  doubt  is  a  great  bar  ta 
recruiting,  but  I  should  like  to  ptnnt 
out  that  the  Arm^  is  not  the  only 
military  force  in  this  country.  There 
is  a  force  of  20,000  men,  which,  I 
believe,  is  the  best  militaiy  force  in  the 
country — the  Royal  Marines,  and  though 
there  has  been  some  falling  off  in  the 
recruiting  there,  they  are  still  adding  men 
to  the  corps.  In  the  last  few  years  the 
Marines  have  been  increased  from  14,000 
to  20,000  men,  a  real,  and  not  a  sham 
increase;  and  though  the  recruiting  haa 
been  slack  dniing  the  last  six  montu  the 
falling  off  has  only  amounted  to  183  men. 
I  think  the  War  Office  might  leam  a 
lesson  from  the  Royal  Marines  in  this 
respect,  and  the  sooner  they  leam  that 
lesson  the  better  for  the  Army  and  the 
country.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
accept  the  statement  that  good  trade  is 
the  reason  for  the  failure  of  recruits^ 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  telb  us 
that  something  is  being  done  to  increase 
the  facilities  and  opportunities  for  emjdoy- 
ing  discharged  soldiers ;  but  there  again, 
though  he  IS  doiiu;  good  wor^  he  is  not 
getting  the  benefit  of  it.  liord  Lan»- 
downe  professes  to  believe  in  chance 
charity,  but  I  have  always  urged  that 
employment  after  service  should  be  abso- 
lutely assured  to  men  who  fulfil  certain 
conditions.  Common-sense  tells  us  that 
if  you  want  to  get  a  man  to  join  the 
Army  as  a  career  you  must  give  him 
some  guarantee  that  when  he  leaves  it* 
provided  he  has  satisfied  certain  con- 
ditions, he  will  be  entitled  to  employment. 
There  is  no  guarantee  at  present,  and 
it  is  a  mere  toss  up  whether  he  will 
get  employment  or  not,  or  of  what 
kind  or  form  his  employment  may  be. 
If  the  War  Office  wants  to  get  recruits,, 
they  must  give  them  a  guuantoe  when 
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they  enlist.   The  Secretary  of  State  tells  1 
us  there  is  a  difficulty  in  getting  men, 
but  would  it  not  be  better  to  ke^  the  men 
he  has  got?   He  does  not  realise,  and  the 

country  does  not  realise,  the  amount  of 
waste  that  goes  on  in  the  Army  at  the 
present  time.  The  Secretary  of  State 
adopts  a  system  which  loses  him  thou- 
sands of  men  who  ought  to  be  retained  in 
the  Army.  I  find  from  the  Report 
that  in  1897  of  men  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age  no  less  than  4,411  were 
discharged  from  the  Army,  and  1,924 
deserted  before  they  completed  their  term 
of  service.  This  nukes  a  total  of  6,335,and, 
when  we  remember  that  tlie  whole  num- 
ber of  men  diseharged  from  the  Army  in 
the  year  was  1 2,900,  we  are  aUe  to  realise 
the  extent  of  this  waste.  I  believe  that 
nine-tenths  of  that  waste  is  absolutely 
preventible.  As  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  Committee  to  know  the  extent  of 
waste  that  goes  on  I  take  another  figure. 
There  were  discharged  into  the  Army 
Reserve  in  1898  16,220  men.  Those  are 
the  men  who  have  completed  their  effec- 
tive service.  In  1892  there  were  39,500 
men  enlisted  into  the  Army,  so  that  the 
waste  in  those  six  years — men  absolutely 
obliterated  and  lost  to  the  country — 
amounted,  roughly  speaking,  to  no 
less  than  23,000  men.  Making  the 
most  ample  allowance  for  the  men 
who  extended  their  service  in  any  one 
year,  that  margin  of  23,000  men  gone 
out  of  the  Army,  lost  to  the  country,  in 
six  years  is  so  serious  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  ought  to  be  able  to  give  some 
better  explanation  than  we  have  ever  bad 
of  the  merits  of  the  system  which  permit 
such  a  thing  to  be  of  regular  occurrence. 
\Vhy  is  it  hard,  as  we  are  told  it  is,  to  get 
non-commissioned  officers  in  the  Army,  and 
afterwards  to  keep  them  1  I  should  like 
to  stete  why  so  many  leave  after  their 
seven  years  term.  It  is  because  induce- 
ments are  not  offered  to  them  te  extend 
their  term  before  they  come  to  the 
end  of  their  engagement.  The  Secretary 
of  State  could  get  scores  and  hundrecu 
of  men  who  make  the  best  class  of  non- 
uommissi(med  officers  if  he  would  only 
arrange  to  use  a  little  common-sense 
and  extend  the  only  system  which  has 
yet  been  tried  with  success.  Where  do 
theN.C.O.'s  come  from  now?  Seven-tenths 
are  men  who  come  through  the  Duke 
of  York  School  or  the  Royal  Hibernian 
School.  It  is  only  by  accident  that  these 
lioys  got  into  the  Army  at  all.    So  im- 


provident is  our  system  that  if  you  had 
twice  as  many  boys  at  those  schook^ 
the  additionid  boys  would  never  get 
into  the  Army  at  idl,  and  there- 
again  I  say  that  the  policy  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  clings  to  is  a  wrong 
one.  It  is  a  policy  which  disregards  alike 
the  dictates  of  Englishmen  and  common- 
sense.  Lord  Lansdowne,  in  his  remarks 
the  other  day,  did  not  say  a  word  that 
was  not  within  the  mark  about  the 
Militia,  which  is  dying,  or  rather 
I  should  say  is  bein^  killed  by  the 
IH^esent  system.  He  sud  it  was  dying, 
and  adumbrated  heroic  measures  ion  its 
resuscitation.  He  said  it  was  19,000 
below  strength ;  it  is  a  great  deal  more 
than  that;  if  we  regard  as  effective 
the  men  present  at  inspection,  it  is 
44,000  below  its  established  strength, 
and  if  we  take  away  the  Miutia 
Reserve  it  is  68,000  below  its  estab- 
lished strength.  I  venture  to  recom- 
mend a  treatment  of  the  Militia  very 
different  from  the  drastic  remedy  aug- 

fested  by  the  Secretary  of  State— the 
lilitia  should  be  treated  as  if  ^ey  were 
human  beings  and  Englishmen,  vfhalb  is 
the  inducement  to  men  to  enlist  as 
militiamen  1  Their  officers,  if  they 
behave  themselves,  are  taken  away  in  a 
couple  of  years ;  they  are  not  sure  of 
their  comrades,  for  in  every  Militia  regi- 
ment some  hundreds  of  "  special  ser- 
vice men "  on  the  first  alarm  of  war 
are  taken  away;  the  Militia  Reserve 
would  also  in  event  of  war  be  drafted 
off  for  service  with  the  Lino;  they 
are  given  an  inferior  uniform,  and  on 
every  occasion  ture  treated  as  if  they  were- 
the  drudges  of  the  Army.  Is  it  not  the 
fact  that  at  the  War  Office  a  Militia 
officer  is  rebuked  or  praised  ex- 
actly in  proportion  as  he  makes  his 
:  battalion  a  feeder  of  the  Line  ? 
I  That  is  not  the  way  to  encourage  English- 
men to  take  an  interest  in  their  work,  and 
until  the  Secretary  of  State  recognises  the 
fact  we  all  know  he  will  have  the 
same  melancholy  tale  to  tell  as  that  which 
he  told  the  other  day.  In  conclusion,  I 
challenge  the  policy  of  the  Secretary  o/L 
State,  because,  in  my  opinion,  in  almost 
every  direction  it  disregards  the  ordinary 
feelings  of  Englishmen.  There  is  no 
branch  of  the  service  which  the  War 
Office  can  touch  that  it  has  touched  with- 
out injuring.  Only  this  afternoon  the 
House  had  another  instance  of  the  dis- 
regard by  the  War  Office  of  the  human* 
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-element  in  the  men  it  controlled,  in  the 
WBwer  of  the  Undersecretary  of  State 
with  regard  to  recruiting  for  the  Volun- 
teers, which  to  my  mind  is  typical  of  the 
whole  course  oi  business  at  the  War 
Office.  He  has  threatened  that  if  the 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  force  do 
not  follow  the  course  prescribed  by  the 
War  Office,  and  follow  men  into  public- 
houses  to  get  them  to  join  the  Army, 
-they  sh^  be  dismissed  the  service. 

*The  chairman  :  Order,  order  !  I 
think  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Grontleman 
are  going  a  long  way  outside  the  8(»pe  of 
the  Vote. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTEB  :  Of  couree, 
I  bow  to  your  ruling,  but  I  hope  an 
opportunity  will  be  given  him  for  dwell- 
ing upon  the  question  of  Volunteer 
instructors  and  recruiting,  and  I  may  say 
that  the  answer  which  was  put  into  the 
mouth  of  my  hon.  friend  was  so  uninformed 
and  BO  misleading  that  it  was  a  pity  he 
was  ever  allowed  to  give  it.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that,  unless  there  is  a 
radical  change  in  the  whole  point  of  view 
of  the  War  Office  with  rc^ani  to  the  Ser- 
vice, the  country  is  gomg  straight  to 

'disaster.  I  have  haa  the  honour  of 
obtaining  the  views  of  men  of  every  rtmk 
in  every  l)ranch  of  the  Service  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  and  I  am  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  a  radical  differ- 
ence  of  opinion  and  a  radical  difference  in 
the  point  of  view  between  officers  actually 
servingwith  the  troopsand  the  chiefs  of  the 
War  Office ;  and  that  until  there  is  an  abso- 
lute revolution  in  the  views  of  one  side  or 
the  other  there  never  can  be  that  harmony 
which  is  soessential  to  theefficient  adminis- 
tration of  the  service.  There  is  an  abso- 
lute want  of  comprehension  of  the  tn  e 
feelings  and  aspirations  of  the  soldier 
among  those  who  administer  the  War 
Office.  The  War  Office  has  pledged  itself 
over  and  over  again  to  a  policy  which 
it  said  would  surely  succeed,  and  it  has 
failed  ;  and  the  War  Office  is  now  com- 
pelled to  admit  that  it  has  failed,  and  we 

-  ask  that  there  should  be  a  radicaJ  change 
in  the  policy  and  point  ol  view  in  those 
who  administer  the  Department. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE:  The  melan- 
choly answer  given  at  question  time 
to-day  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Chelten- 
ham only  emphasised  the  failure  of  the  I 
War  Office  as  regards  recruiting  for  the 
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Army,  which    was   developed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  his  speech  the  other 
day.    It  has  been  shown  by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Belfast,  tnat  the 
number  of  12,000  men  which  we  were 
supposed  to  hare  obtained  is  ratirely 
illusory  ;  that  the  supply  of  recruits  has 
failed  lamentably.  The  sad  admission  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  War  is,  with  regard  to 
the  failure  of  the  War  Office  in  the  matter 
of    recruiting,    only    what  Slembers 
interested  in  the  subject  have  prophesied 
over  and  over  again  would  come  to  pass. 
But  the  falling  off  in  recruits  is  worse 
even  than  it  appears  on  the  surface.  The 
safety  of  this  coimtry  in  time  of  war  must 
depend  mainly,  not  on  the  troops  shut 
up  in  distant  colonies  and  fortifications, 
but  upon  the  striking  Army,  the  Army 
we  can  send  out  immediately.    But  the 
number  of  men  at  home  has  greatly 
diminished  during  the  last  four  years, 
and  we  are  in  a  far  weaker  position  in 
respect  of    sending   out   an  expedi- 
tionary   force    than    we   have  oeen 
in   for   a   long   time,    and  that  de- 
spite a  large  increase   in  expenditure. 
But  while  we  are  not  allowed  to  discuss 
on  this  Vote  the  condition  of  the  Militia 
and  V(dunteer8,  there  has  been  admittedly 
pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Militia, 
and  also  upon  the  Volunteers,  which  are 
being  used  merely  as  recruiting  agencies 
for  the  Line.    If  the  War  Office  is  tied  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  present  system  on 
the  general  lines  adopted  by  three  suc- 
cessive Governments,  then  it  is  impossible 
for  them  to  do  otherwise.    They  must 
find  men  where  they  can,  and  if  they  do 
not  believe  much  in  the  practical  value  of 
the  Volunteers  to   this  country,  they 
naturally  fall  back  upon  the  Militia  and 
the  Volunteers,  and  use  thcon  as  mere 
recruiting  agencies  of  the  Line,  without 
caring  wheUier  the  efficiency  of  those 
forces  is  diminished  or  not.    This  great 
decrease  which  has   occurred  in  the 
number  of  troops  at  home,  and  the  abso- 
lutely stationary  character  as  regards  the 
number  of  troops  in  the  whole  f^pire,  is 
accompanied  by  many  stratagems  for 
swelling  the  numbers.    The  standard  tuts 
been  progressively  lowered,  and  that  has 
produced  a  large  increase.   The  standard 
of    the    Guuds    is    now  fift.  7in., 
while  the  standard  for  the  Line  is 
5ft.  3^in.   In  addition  to  this,  13,000 
"  specials, "  not  even  possessing  the  present 
qualifications,  have  been  accepted  during 
the    last    year.     The    proportion  ^ 
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special  enliatmente  is  increasing  steadily 
and  even  rapidly.    In  1896  the  specials 
constituted  18  per  eent.,  in  1897  29  per 
cent.,  and  in  1898  34  per  cent.  *  In  spite 
of  all  this,  the  number  of  the  troops  is 
of   a  stationary  character,  and  there 
are  "  serious  misgivings  as  regards  the 
future  "  in  the  mind  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.    In  spite  of  every  stratagem  being 
used  to  increase  the  nimibers  —  that 
is,  the  reduction  of  the  standard  and  the 
pressure  brought  to  bear  on  the  Militia 
And  the  Volunteers,  which  is  practically 
•destroying  those  forces — the  number  of 
troops  remains  statiomoy.    I  need 
not,  in  face  of  these  terrible  facts,  dwell 
upon  any  other  points  upon  which,  if  we 
liad  time  to-night,  I  should  have  liked  to 
question  the  ^ministration  of  the  War 
Office.     The  Volunteers  can  hardly  be 
dealt  with  upon  the  Volunteer  Vote  to- 
day.   The  difficulties  of  the  Army  with 
regard  to  ranges — which  the  Government 
Are  now  making  attempts  to  cope  with 
—  have   only   further   deteriorated  a 
portion   of   our   forces.      In  regard 
to   the    strength    of    the  artillery, 
which  is  a  matter  of  rapidly  increasing 
importance,  the  GoTemment  have  fallen 
far   short   of   the   endeavours  which 
they  ought  to  have  made.     I  cannot 
ask  the  Government  to  tell  us  all  they 
know  upon  this  question,  but  I  am  sure 
they  must  know  what  is  a  matter  of  com- 
mon notoriety  amongst  those  who  have 
lieen  able  to  follow  the  French  experi- 
ments in  artillery.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  one  great  Power,  at  all  events,  has 
4m  artillery  gun  which  is  altogether  in 
Advaiuie  of  anything  which  we  possess  in 
country.    The  new  French  gun  is  a 
real  quick-firing  gun,  of  which  the  French 
have  now  mastered  the  difficulties.  It  has 
A  hydro-pneumatic    brake,  allowing  of 
rapid  firing  without  the  relaying  of  the 
gun  even  in  difficult  country  ;  and  that  is 
altogether  in  advance  of  anything  which 
Tthis  country  possesses,  and  the  Govern- 
ment, with  all  its  enormous  expenditure 
upon  the  Army,  were  only  able  to  tell  us 
that  they  had  adopted  a  temporary  ex- 
pedient, that  further  inquiry  was  being 
made,  and  that  important  developments 
might  be  looked  for  in  the  future.  We 
Are  certainly  enormously  behind,  in  this 
all-important  respect,  of  one  of  the  great 
Powers,  and  it  is  a  matter  which,  even  on 
a  night  when  we  have  but  a  very  short 
time  to  devote  to  the  discussion  of  the 
Mtch^s  of  the  War  Office,  deserves  the 

VOL.  LXXIV.    p'ouRTH  Seriks.] 


attention    of     the     Houde.  There 
have    been    discussions     upon  this 
subject  lately  in  which  the  whole  of  the 
shortcomings  of  the  Government  have 
been  exposed.    There  was  a  most  inter- 
esting discussion  the  other  day  over  this 
artillery  question  at  the  Royal  Artillery 
Institution,  where  General  Brackenbury 
was  in  the  chair,  and  Colonel  Bainbridge 
cross-examined  the  officers  in  regard  to 
the  artillery  operations  in  Egypt.  On 
that  occasion  Major  Young  took  part  in 
the  discussions,  and  what  he  said  curiously 
illustrated  the  feeling  of  this  country  in 
regard  to  the  artillery  which  was  put 
forward  when  we  had  the  Debate  at  the 
beginning  of  this  session.     We  then 
criticised  the  whole  policy  of  the  War 
Office  with  regard  to  the  non-rearmament 
of  the  artillery,  and  in  regard  to  th^^e 
Debates,  Major  Young  said  very  frankly 
that  a  British  officer  hardly  knew  what  to 
do  with  wagons,  and  could  not  under- 
stand ammunition  supply  because  they 
were  never  drilled  in  this  respect  in  this 
country.  This,  I  think,  is  a  matter  which, 
even  on  a  night  when  we  are  limited  in 
time,  deserves  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  ought  to  be  pressed  upon  the 
notice  of  the  War  Office.    With  regard 
to  'the  main  question  which   my  non. 
friend  opposite,  in  a  powerful  speech,  has 
placed  before  the  Committee,  I  desire  to 
ask  whether  we  can  expect  the  country  to 
rest  content  with  the  general  military 
system  which  has  brought  us  to  such  a 
sad  pass  in  regard  to  our  national  recruit- 
ing as  that  which  we  have  confessedly 
reached  at  the  present  time.   The  Under 
Secretaiy  of  State  seems  to  think  that  it 
is  a  sufficient  reply  to  the  proposals 
of   myself   and   of   my    hon.  friend 
to  ask  how  we  would  deal  with  the 
regimental    system.     My  hon.  friend 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  is  a  little 
new  to  his  place ;  and  although  he  has 
been  able  to  pick  up  the  threads  of  past 
Debates  after  being  in  office  during  one 
very  busy  session  only,  we  can  hardly 
expect  that  he  can  thoroughly  have 
mastered  everything  that  has  been  mitten 
upon  this  subject.   Those  of  us  who '  be> 
Ueve  in  the  establishment  of  two  separate 
armies — a  long  -  service   army  serving 
abroad,  and  a  short-service  army  serving 
at  home — with  free  exchange  of  officers 
and  men  between  them— are  not  afraid 
to  say  so.     But  we  have  not  pinned 
ourselves     to    the    actual  separation 
of   the   two   armies.     Those   of  us 
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who  hold  the  most  extreme  views  of 
separate  armies  hare  exposed  ourselves 
to  criticism  with  regud  to  the  regimental 
system,  but  we  have  been  able  to  meet 
that  criticism  by  the  modified  proposal 
which  we  put  forwai-d  to  couple  the 
existing  regimental  system  with  the  pro- 
posals which  we  have  made.  It  would 
meet  the  essentials  of  our  view  if  you 
cave  the  men  the  chance  of  enlistment  un- 
der either  the  long-service  or  the  short- 
aemce  system.  If  you  adopt  frankly  those 
two  systems  of  recruiting,  and  put  them 
forward  without  any  cheating  at  all  of 
the  recruits  or  of  the  taxpayers,  I  believe 
that,  with  all  the  facts  before  us  relating  to 
the  long  service  marines,  and  even  the  facts 
of  your  own  brief  trial  of  the  three  years' 
system,  you  will  see  that  they  all  go  to 
show  that  you  wculd  meet  with  a  success. 
W'e  firmly  believe  that  they  do  offer  some 
chance  of  success,  whereas  your  own 
system  has  proved  a  hopeless  wreck.  I 
know  there  is  a  very  deep-rooted  War 
Office  prejudice  in  this  matter.  Many 
of  the  younger  and  most  brilliant  men  in 
the  service  believe  in  having  two 
forms  of  enlistment  offered  to  the 
men,  but  successive  Governments  have 
resisted  the  idea,  and  they  have  been 
backed  up  by  a  large  amount  of  War 
Office  authority.  Thev  have  resisted  it  in 
their  speeches,  in  which  they  have  told  us 
that  we  were  about  to  see  the  triumphant 
and  final  success  of  their  alternative 
system.  We  have  now  seen  this  absolute 
and  final  breakdown  in  the  system,  and  I 
venture  to  ask  that  some  members  of  the 
Committee  should  join  our  ranks,  and 
help  us  to  ^opt  some  such  system,  which 
we  have  recommended,  and  to  which  the 
Government  promised  to  give  a  trial.  It 
cannot  be  said  that  the  trial  on  a 
small  scale  of  the  three  years' 
system  is  the  fair  test  for  which 
we  ask  of  the  reform  we  advo- 
cate. Moreover,  there  is  a  distinction 
dra\ni  between  the  throe  years,  men 
and  other  men  in  the  rate  of  pay,  and  con- 
stant pressure  is  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  three  years'  men  to  extend  their  ser- 
vice. Therefore  we  cannot  admit  that 
that  is  a  fair  trial  of  the  shorter  system. 
In  adding  my  voice  to  the  cause  put  for- 
ward by  the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast,  I 
think  I. may  say  that  the  War  Office  con- 
fess the  failure  of  their  policy  which 
was  revealed  to  the  country  in  the  speech 
delivered  by  the  Secretary  for  War. 
Sir  Chfirles  Dilke. 


*aENBRM,BUSSELL (Cheltenham):  I 
feel  that  I  require  no  apology  in  aakii^ 
thd  indulgence   of  the  Committee  to 
enable  me  to   call  attention  to  wh^ 
ui  probaUy  the  most  importuit  matter  in 
connection  with  the  money  which  they 
are  now  asked  to  vote  for  the  support 
the  Army.    I  allude  to  the  organisation 
of  the  War  Office.    In  round  numbers  we 
spend  about  twenty  millions  on  our  Army 
exclusive  of  the  Indian  establishment,  and 
I  regret  to  say  that  in  connection  with  this- 
vast  expenditure  of  money  there  has  long 
been,  and  there  is  now,  I  fear,  a  very 
strong  feelii^  not  only  in  this  House,  but 
also  out  of  doors,  that  we  do  not  get  the 
full  v^ue  for  our  money.    It  has  been 
asserted^ — and,  I  fear,  not  without  good 
ground — that  the  office  which  has  practi- 
cally the  dispensing  of  this  vast  sum  ia 
faulty  in  organisation,  cumbersome  and 
unpractical  in  its  methods,  in  short,  that 
it  does  not  turn  to  best  account  the  funds 
placed  at  its  disposal.    As  a  result  of  this 
widespread  feeling  of  mistrust  the  present 
Secretary  of  State  appointed  a  Committee 
about  a  year  and  a  half  since,  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  aa 
president,  to  report  on  the  decentralisa- 
tion of  War  Office  business.    This  Com- 
mittee sat  for  about  two  months,  took  a 
large  amount  of  evidence,  and  issued  their 
report  on  the  1 6th  of  March  last  year. 
Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
the  evidence  and  Report  contained  in 
these    pages,    although    they  contaio 
nothing  that  surprises  those  who,  from 
personal  experience,  are  conversant  with 
the  War  Office  and  its  ways,  cannot  fail  to 
fill  themindof  any  man  of  ordinary  business 
capacity,  who  takes  the  trouble  to  read 
them,  with  astonishment  and  disgust 
Such  extraordinary  circumlocution,  mud- 
dling  mismanagement,    and    want  of 
system  would  bring  any  ordinary  com- 
mercial business  to  a  standstill  in  six 
months.    To  give  some  instances  quoted 
in  the  Keport,  the  general  officer  com- 
manding at  Aldershot  could  not  transfer  a 
gunner  hom  one  battery  to  another 
under  his  command  without  reference  to 
London,  and  papers  that  required  nine 
signatures ;  nor  could  he  send  back  an 
unsatisfactory  gunner   of    the  district 
staff  to  his  batter)'  at  Woolwich  without 
papers  involving  twelve  signatures.  No 

general  could  authorise  the  issue  of  straw 
ats  at  3d.  a-piece,  and  specially  ordered 
by  the  medical  officer  to  in*otect  a  work- 
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ing  party  from  sunstroke,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  War  Office.  I  should  weary 
the  Committee  were  I  to  multiply  in- 
stances of  this  most  extraordinaiy  and 
impractical  system  as  quotedin  this  Report 
and  evidence — perhaps,  however,  I  might 
be  permitted  to  give  one  instance  out  of 
these  many  from  my  own  practical  expe- 
rience ;  I  can  do  so  with  less  hesitation, 
as  ail  the  officials  to  whom  1  refer  are 
now  dead.  A  good  many  years  ago  I  was 
employed  in  the  Intelligence  firancb  of 
the  Adjutant-General's  Department,  and 
was  brought  over  to  the  War  Office  to 
take  the  duty  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas 
Baker,  who  had  been  suddenly  ordered  to 
Iiulia  to  take  up  the  duties  of  Military 
Secretwy  to  the  Viceroy.  Musketry  was 
one  of  the  subjects  dealt  with  by  the 
Department,  of  which  I  had  temporary 
charge.  One  day  the  chief  civilian  clerk, 
an  admirable  official,  well  acquainted  with 
all  the  intricacies  of  War  Office  traditions, 
brought  me  a  telegram  from  the  officer 
commanding  at  Aldershot,  begging  that 
an  answer  might  be  sent  to  a  pressing 
application  which  he  had  made  a  few  days 
Binoe,  requesting  that  authority  might  be 
n.vea  to  the  Ordnance  Store  officer  to 
laaae  targets,  at  which  troops  now  assem- 
bled at  Aldershot  for  musketiy  training 
might  practise  skirmishing.  The  chief 
clerk  told  me  that  he  had  made  a  search 
in  the  office  for  the  paper  in  question, 
which  had  been  already  then  about  a  week 
receiving  annotations  and  signatures 
from  various  subordinate  officials.  It 
appeared  that  some  canvas  targets 
were  required  of  the  value  of 
about  30s.,  to  enable  the  troops  to  finish 
their  musketry ;  that  these  were  in  store 
at  Aldershot,  but  could  not  be  issued 
without  authority  from  London ;  it  ap- 
peared also  that  the  matter  was  pressing, 
the  troops  in  question  were  under  canvas, 
the  weather  was  breaking,  and  the  officer 
commanding  was  anxious  to  let  them 
finish  their  course  and  go  into  winter 
quarters.  The  Adjutant-General  happened 
to  be  away  for  a  couple  of  days,  so  I 
could  not  ask  his  advice,  and  the  chief 
clerk  asaured  me  that  before  this  ex- 
penditure of  30s.  could  be  sanctioned  this 
paper  must  be  submitted  to  a  number  of 
other  officials,  including  the  Director  of 
Artillery,  the  Acoountant-General,  and  I 
believe  to  several  others,  that  it  would 
then  have  to  be  submitted  to  the 
-Oommander-in-Chiof,  when  it  would  again 
come  back  to  the  Adjutant-General,  and 


hence  that  the  request  of  the  general  com- 
mandingat  Aldershot  could  not  possibly  be 
granted  within  a  week.  I  said,  "  Telegraph 
at  once,  and  sanction  the  issue  of  thrae 
targets.   We  can  square  all  these  pec^e 
afterwards.    If  bad  comee  to  worse  it  is 
only  a  matter  of  30s.  I  will  pay  it  myself." 
The  chief  clerk  appeared  much  shocked  by 
my  levity,  and  told  me  that  I  was  trans- 
gressing alt  the  rules  of  the  War  Office. 
I  said,  '*  Never  mind,  I  will  take  the  risk ; 
please  have  a  letter  written  in  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief's name  for  me  to  sign, 
confirming  the  telegram."     A  day  of 
reckoning,  however,  was  in  store  for  me. 
A  short  time  afterwards  the  Adjutant- 
General  sent  for  me  and  told  me  that  I 
had  got  him  into  a  terrible  scrape,  and  I 
must  come  with  him  and  make  my  peace 
with  some  of  the  officials  whose  authority 
I  had  disregarded    He  showed  me  into  a 
room  where  there  was  a  little  fat  man 
with  a  red  face,  bursting  with  indignation. 
The  Adjutant-General  said,  "  This  is  the 
young  and  inexperienced  officer  of  whom 
you  complained ;  he  wishes  to  apologise. 
I  am  sure  he  will  never  do  such  a  thing 
again."    Such,  Sir,  are,  or  were  the  ways 
of  the  War  Office.    I  will  not,  however, 
inflict  on  the  Committee  any  more  anec- 
dotes from  my  own  or  any  other  persons* 
experience ;  I  will  only  ruer  them  to  the 
printed  evidence  laid  before  them.  Sir 
Redvers  Buller  is  a  well  known  officer, 
who  has  now  what  is  undoubtedly  the 
most  important  command  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     He,   moreover,   had  about 
twenty-three  years'  experience  of  the  War 
Office,  only  broken  by  various  periods 
when  he  was  on  active  service.    On  page 
40  you  will  see  he  says : 

"  The  whole  system  of  reports  and  refla- 
tions and  warrants  under  which  the  Bnliah 
Army  now  server  has  RTOwn  up  entirely  for 
the  benefit  of  War  Omoe  clerks,  and  to  find 
work  at  the  War  Office  ratlier  than  to  find 
control  for  the  Army." 

And,  again,  in  answer  to  Question  954, 
when  asked  if  there  had  not  been  an 
enormous  transfer  of  actual  administra- 
tive work  from  the  civil  to  the  military 
sMe,  he  replies : 

"  You  cannot  say  that  the  work  is  adminis- 
trative if  the  otiicer  in  cha^eis  notiwponsiUe 
for  the  accomplishment  of  lU" 

Now,  Sir,  I  will  not  attempt  to  wade 
through  a  tenth  of  the  evidence  contained 
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in  this  Paper.    I  will  only  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  the  evidence  of 
Sir  W.  Butler,  a  well-known  officer,  who 
himself  was  some  time  at  the  War  Office, 
and  held  what  is  at  the  present  moment 
the  most  important  command  in  any  of  our 
colonies,  India  excepted.    But  he  makes 
some  further  most  important  and  serious 
statements ;  he  states  it  to  be  his  delibe- 
rate opinion  that  our  young  army  is  not 
properly  trained.  In  answer  to  Questions 
15()6-7-^9,  he  expresses  this  opinion,  and 
refers  to  the  checks  and  disasters  that 
occurred  in  the  Afridi  war.  He  attributes 
this  want  of  training  to  the  fact  that 
staff  officers  and  generals  in  command  are 
unable  to  devote  the  time  necessary  for 
the  proper  training  of  troops,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  such   an  enormous 
amount  of  office  work  and  preparation  of 
returns  to  the  War  Office — returns  which, 
as  I  learn  by  the  evidence,  are  scarcely 
ever  read.    Well,  Sir,  this  Committee 
made  many  practical  recommendations, 
only  a  small  proportion  of  which  I  am 
told  have  as  yet   been   curied  out. 
Ilie  Secretary  of  State  also,  in  his  opening 
statement  at  the  commencement  of  this 
session,  informed  us  that  a  Departmental 
Committee  had  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  organisation  of  the  War  Office. 
I  have  addressed  several  questions  to  the 
hon.  Grentleman  the  Financial  Secretary, 
the  Chairman,  as  to  this  Committee — 
when  its  Report  will  be  issued,  and 
whether  it  will  be  published — but  have 
failed  to  get  any  satisfactory  reply.  I 
TW^ly  think  we  must  press  the  Govern- 
ment to  hold  nothing  back,  to  conceal 
nothing,  and  to  publish  the  evidence  of 
this  Committee.    It  may  not  be  generally 
known  that  practically  the  financial  work 
of  the  War  Office  is  done  twice  over. 
Exclusive    of    the    Pay  Department, 
which,  of  course,  must  remain  centralised 
imder  the  sole  control  of  the  Accountant- 
Oeneral,  there  are  three  great  spending 
departments  at  the  War  Office :  The 
Quartermaster-General  for  supplies,  cloth- 
ing, and  such  like ;  the  InspectorOeneral 
of   Ordnance    for   ammunition,  guns, 
material,  etc. ;  and  the  Inspector-General 
of  Fortifications  for  barracks,  works,  etc. 
Eachoneof  these  departments  has  financial 
clerks  attached  to  it,  who  are  supposed  to 
exercise  financial  control  over  the  expen- 
diture.   There  is  also  the  department  of 
the  Accountant  -  General,    which  also 
exercises  financial  control — a  dual  control, 
one  of  which  is  superfluous.    In  point  of 
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fact,  no  officer  in  charge  of  one  of  these 
great  departments  is  free  to  spend  the 
money  voted  for  it  without  reference 
not  only  to  the  finance  department 
of  his  own  branch,  but  also  to  the 
Accountant-General  and  his  clerk,  who,  I 
believe,  often  keep  applications  for  weeks 
mthout  a  reply,  much  to  the  detriment 
of  the  service.  I  maintain  that  each  officer 
in  charge  of  these  great  departments  should 
be  held  responsible,  and  solely  responsible 
for  it,  subject  to  that  financial  oonUol 
which  is  customary  and  necessary  in  all 
commercial  matters  of  business,  and 
which  Parliament  very  rightly  demands. 
Such  is  the  system  in  Germany,  with 
the  result  of  which  the  Committee 
is  well  acquainted,  that  is,  so  far  as 
possible,  efficiency  combined  with  economy. 
In  point  of  fact  our  present  system  is 
framed  on  that  which  was  in  force  in  the 
French  Army  prior  to  1870.  I  remem- 
ber well  seeing  a  French  pla^  shorUj 
after  that  disaster.  The  Minist^  m 
War  was  depicted,  surrounded  by  papers 
and  clerks,  worn  to  death  by  signing  his 
name.  Telegrams  were  coming  from  all 
parts  saying  that  in  one  place  the  soldiers 
had  no  food,  in  another  no  boots,  in 
another  no  ammunition.  The  Minister 
replied:  "I  can  attend  to  none  of  these 
things ;  let  the  men  starve,  let  ammuni- 
tion fail,  let  armies  be  defeated,  let  king- 
doms be  lost,  but  abolish  not  a  single 
return,  let  not  a  single  War  Office  clerk 
be  pensioned  or  dismissed."  I  quite  recog- 
nise the  answer  of  the  present  Secretary 
and  Under  Secretary  todo  their  best  for  the 
Army,  and  I  believe  that  no  War  Minister 
has  ever  done  so  much  as  he  has  done 
already  during  his  term  of  office.  I  quite 
realise  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with 
vested  interests,  but  if  the  evidence  of  Sir 
W.  Butler  is  to  be  trusted  regarding  the 
cost  of  this  establishment  effect,  it  would 
pay  us  well  to  retire  all  unnecessary 
dorks  on  full  pay,  and  say  have  anoth^ 
half  brigade  of  infantry. 


Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.): 
In  reviewing  the  general  policy  of  the 
Army  I  shall  not  attempt  to  deal  with  the 
War  Office,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  very 
fully  dealt  with  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Cheltenham  I  will  simply 
say  that  centralisation  is  undoubtedly  tho 
curse  of  the  British  Army,  so  far  as  ad- 
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ministration  is  concerned.  As  regards  the 
Hcnw  Guards,  I  should  be  sorry  to  say 
one  word  which  would  seem  to  be  of  a 
carping  nature,  inasmuch  as  these  officers 
do  all  in  their  power  to  make  the  best  of 
the  material  which  is  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal, and  they  ri^tly  and  properly  say 
that  the  question  of  how  the  material  is 
to  he  produced  is  not  a  military  question. 
Some  years  ago  those  of  us  in  this  House 
who  take  an  interest  in  the  question 
placed  before  the  country  the  fact 
that  the  defensive  forces  were  inade- 
quate to  the  Empire.  We  pointed  out 
that,  in  our  humble  opinion,  if  the 
present  system  is  to  be  continued  a  large 
number  of  battalions  should  be  added  to 
the  line,  in  order  that  the  battalions  on 
foreign  service  should  be  adequate,  with- 
out, at  the  same  time,  reducing  the  home 
battalions  to  non-effective  fighting  units. 
We  were  half  met  by  the  War  Office 
authorities.  They  decided  to  add  25,000 
men  to  the  Army  within  three  years. 
And  what  has  been  the  result  1  We  are 
told  that  they  only  succeeded  in  getting 
12,000  men.  But,  as  has  been  pointed 
out,  5,000  of  these  men  have  been  stolen, 
if  I  may  use  the  word,  from  the  Army 
Reserve.  The  result  is  that  we  are 
farthered  than  ever  from  having  the  force 
necessary  for  the  adequate  defence  of  the 
Empire.  We  look  for  an  increase  of 
sttaw^ons  in  the  Army,  «id  I  admit  that 
the  present  Government  have  done  much 
in  that  direction  ;  but  with  reference  to 
the  employment  of  time-expired  men,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  they  have  not 
done  all  that  they  might  have  done. 
Of  course,  we  shall  be  told  that  the 
people  of  this  country  have  great  reliance 
on  the  Navy.  Now,  it  is  not  the  business 
of  those  of  us  interested  in  military 
matters  to  take  that  fact  into  such  con- 
sideration as  it  deserves ;  the  point  is  that 
the  military  forces  of  the  country  are  not, 
in  our  opinion,  sufficient.  We  are  told 
that  we  have  men  and  money  enough,  and 
should  be  perfectly  able  to  meet  difficulties 
when  difficulties  come.     Some  years  ago 
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there  is  not  a  more  gallant  and  patriotic 
nation,  fell  into  this  mistake,  contenting 
themselves  with  the  belief  that  at  the 
time  of  war  every  man  would  step  for- 
ward in  defence  of  the  country.  They 
did  step  forward.  And  what  was  the  re- 
sult? That  the  German  Army,  by 
superior  organisation,  properly  drilled 
troops,  with  excellent  commanders,  practi 
cally  trampled  the  French  nation  into  the 
ground.  Our  object  is  to  see  that  by 
short-sightedness  we  do  nqt  experience  a 
similar  danger  in  this  country^ 
What  has  happened  recently  ?  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  has  him- 
self, in  another  place,  practically  admitted 
that  the  present  system,  if  not  actually 
breaking  down,  is  on  the  point  of  doing 
so.  I  am  anxious  that  the  Under-Secre- 
tary for  War  should  make  a  similar  state- 
ment in  this  House,  in  order  that  the 
people  of  this  country  may  know  the  posi- 
tion in  which  they  are  placed  with  refer*- 
enoe  to  the  military  defences  of  the 
Empire.  The  Secretary  for  War  has 
pointed  out  what  nuuiy  of  us  know,  but 
what  the  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
country  do  not  know,  viz.,  that  by  the  sus- 
pension of  the  voluntary  system  by  Order 
in  Council,  almost  every  able-bodied  man 
in  the  country  is  liable  to  be  called  out 
for  military  service.  The  Secretary  for 
War  has  put  forward  the  suggestion  of  a 
ballot  for  the  Militia.  The  ballot  for  the 
Militia  will  not  solve  the  question  of  pro- 
ducing recruits  to  the  line.  I  think  it  was 
very  clearly  proved  by  the  speeches  of  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  preceded  me  that 
the  faiilure  of  the  voluntary  system  has 
practically  taken  place.  We  are  supposed 
to  have  a  regular  force  of  176,000  men  ; 
we  have  only  157,000,  and  are  therefore 
19,000  short.  The  Army  Reserve  i» 
12,000  short,  the  Militia  19,000  shorty 
the  Yeomanry  2,000  short,  and  the  Volun- 
teers 33,000  short;  and  yet  we  are  calling 
on  the  people  of  this  countiy  to  pro- 
duce exactly  three  millions  sterUng 
more  than  they  voted  ten  yearn  ago 
for  the  Army,  and  as  the  hon.  Member 


our  neighbours  the  French,  than  whom 


for  West  Belfast  pointed  out,  we  have 
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twenty-four  men  in  addition.  We  are 
spending  one-sixth  of  the  total  revenue  on 
the  Army,  and  after  all  we  have  not  suflS- 
cient  troops  to  produce  an  expeditionary 
force  of  two  army  ooi^  The  Secretary 
for  War  pointed  out  that  the  responsibili- 
ties of  our  position  are  very  great  indeed, 
and  that  we  might  hare  to  enlist  large 
numbers  of  mercenary  troops  in  order  to 
hold  our  possessions.  But  we  ought  to 
look  at  the  other  side  of  the  question,  and 
remember  what  befell  great  empires  in 
days  gom  by,  like  Rome  and  Carthage, 
when  they  relied  too  much  on  mercena- 
ries. Even  the  best  of  our  Indian  regi- 
ments, except  the  Goorkhas,  without  a 
certain  backing  of  European  troops,  are 
not  to  be  relied  upon.  During  the  past 
twenty  years  the  Army  has  been  consider- 
ably below  its  proper  strength,  anH  if  we 
are  ever  to  get  it  up  the  source  of  supply 
must  certainly  be  changed.  We  seek  to 
obtain  recruits  from  small  agricultural 
counties  which  are  practically  depleted  of 
men,  and  we  let  large  districts  with 
immense  populations  like  South  Wales 
and  Lancashire  produce  practically  the 
same  number.  We  are  told  that  we  have 
some  78,000  Army  Reserve  men,  but  I 
would  ask  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
whether  he  believes  for  a  moment,  if  he 
endeavoured  to  call  out  the  Army 
Keserve,  he  would  get  50,000,  or  even 
40,000,  who  were  fit  to  join  the 
ranks  of  the  Army.  He  knows  it 
would  be  practically  impossible.  Out 
of  the  213,000  Volunteers,  how  many 
would  break  down  on  the  march,  and 
how  many  of  them  are  actually  efficient  f 
Would  th&t  force  be  of  the  smallest  value 
in  the  event  of  the  invasion  of  this 
country,  unprovided  as  they  are  with 
transports,  and  weak  as  they  are  in  artillery 
and  cavalry  T  The  Secretary  of  State 
threw  out  the  suggestion  that  the  best 
thing  we  could  do  would  be,  seeing  that 
we  had  the  power  to  raise  a  Militia  force* 
and  inasmuch  as  the  Militia  costs  only  £15 
per  head,  to  raise  another  100,000  Militia 
men  in  the  hope  of  getting  recruits  for 
the  Line.  Would  it  not  be  very  much 
Ctyatam  Norton. 


better  for  the  Secretary  of  State  to  make 
a  clean  breast  of  it,  and  tell  the  people 
of  this  country  that  the  present  system 
has  absolutely  broken  down,  and  that 
we  must  have  recourse  to  the  system 
recommended  by  my  right  hon.  friend  ? 
If  you  will  introduce  a  long  service  system 
for  India  and  the  Colonies,  and  make  some 
approach  to  the  current  standard  of  wages 
for  unskilled  labour  in  the  country,  as 
well  as  formulate  some  scheme  whereby 
security  is  offered  as  to  employment  after 
a  man  leaves  the  service,  the  Army  will 
certainly  get  enough  men  for  its  purpose. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  finaiu»,  I 
am  confident  that  if  the  issue  at  stake  is 
clearly  defined,  there  is  enough  common 
sense  in  the  people  of  this  country  to 
justify  me  in  saying  that  they  would  be 
prepared  to  pay  the  requisite  bill,  rather 
than  run  the  most  remote  risk  of  being 
placed  in  the  position  in  which  a  great 
country  contiguous  to  ours  was  placed  in 
only  a  few  months  ago. 

♦Captain  BAGK)T  AVestmorland, 
Kendal):  The  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  War  Office  is  tmdoubtedhr  a  very 
damaging  document,  but  it  does  not 
apply  so  much  to  the  present  as  to  the 
late  administration.  The  evidence  of  Sir 
Kedvers  Buller  is  most  striking.  He 
said  the  enormous  amount  of  correspond- 
ence and  Returns  which  have  to  be  sent 
to  the  War  Office  rendered  useful  admini- 
stration impossible.  The  Conunittee  re- 
ported that  a  large  number  of  Returns 
and  Reports  might  be  usdully  abolished, 
and  that  the  abolition  of  one  Return  alone^ 
relating  to  the  employment  of  civil  practi- 
tioners, would  save  1,500  letters  in  a 
year.  I  understand  that  almost  every 
one  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Select 
Committee  has  been  approved,  or  partly 
approved,  by  the  present  Secretary 
for  War,  and  it  is  evident  that 
if  the  omission  of  only  one  return  is  going 
to  relieve  the  War  Office  to  the  extent  m 
something  like  1,500  letters  a  year,  an 
enormous  mass  of  correspondence  and 
returns  must  have  been  saved  by  the 
action  of  the  present  Secretary  (rf  State 
for  War.  So  far  as  I  understand,  no 
reference  has  been  made  to  the  iact  that 
the  present  administration  has  gone  a 
very  long  way  towards  remedying  the  evil, 
and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  what 
is  the  amount  of  reduction,  if  any,  in  the 
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number  of  Glflrks^  and  the  salaries  of  those 
clerks.  H  it  is  admitted  that  the  irtiole 
mass  of  correspondence  scheduled  in  the 

Xrt  of  the  Select  Committee  has  been 
a  away,  there  ou^ht  to  be  a  corre- 
sponding diminution  in  the  number  of 
clerks  and  in  their  salaries.  The  evidence 
of  Sir  Eedvers  Buller  was  extremely 
flrtrong.  He  pointed  out  that,  it  was 
impoesible  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
Wu  Office  with  that  immense  mass  of 
correspondence,  and  he  gave  as  one  reason 
for  such  a  mass  that  it  was  owing 
to  the  action  <tf  the  House  of  Commons, 
whose  Members  were  always  asking  for 
returns  for  some  purpose  or  other,  which 
was  not  always  easy  to  discover,  but 
which  entailed  an  immense  amount  of 
clerical  work  and  time  ;  ard  aho  that 

3iiestions  were  asked  about  the  smallest 
etails  as  to  what  was  going  on  in  some 
remote  part  of  the  Empire.  Of  course 
those  matters  have  to  be  dealt  with,  but 
the  House  of  Commons  should  not  require 
too  much,  if  it  is  not  pr^ared  to  pay 
for  it.  I  should  like  to  refer  to  one 
4>ther  matter,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  advd- 
■cate  it  from  any  sentimental  point  of 
view.  I  believe  that  the  system  of 
hospital  accommodation  for  soldiers  as  it 
at  present  exists  is  very  expensive.  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  said  that 
something  like  6,000  men  leave  the  Army 
yearly  who  could  not  be  accounted  for. 
Sut  the  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  have 
forgotten  that  between  3,000  and  4,000 
Are  accounted  for  as  being  invalided 
•out  of  the  Army,  and  that  out  of  that 
3,000  or  4,000  about  1,000  are  deah  with 
"by  the  Chelsea  Commissioners.  Still,  out 
of  200,000  men  something  like  13,000  a 
j^ear  are  constantly  non-effective  from 
illness,  which  is  a  very  large  pro- 
portion. In  civilian  hospitals  there  is 
^ways  a  large  proportion  of  inmates  who, 
after  the  first  penod  of  their  illness,  are 
sent  to  convalescent  homes;  but  in  the 
whole  of  the  hospittd  system  of  the  Army 
there  dora  not  appear  to  be  any  resnilar 
ATstem  of  conv^escent  homes.  I  believe 
there  is  only  one  such  home  open  to 
soldiers,  and  it  has  accommodation  simply 
for  sixty-eight  patients.  Surely  the  War 
■Office  authorities  must  see  that  it  would 
not  only  be  desirable  but  economical,  if 
soldiers,  instead  of  being  sent  back  to  the 
ranks  after  a  short  time  in  hospital  or  dis- 
charged, could  have  the  advantsge  of  some 
system  of  convalescent  homes.  If  there 
4»uld  be  some  arrangement  with  some  of 


those  homes  to  take  the  partly  cured 
soldiers — and  I  believe  something  of  the 
kind  has  been  suggested — into  the  civilian 
hospitals  which  could  afford  to  receive 
them  at  a  cheap  rate,  the  men  might  be 
able  to  return  to  efficient  service  after  a 
certain  time.  I  hope  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Oentleman  will  be  able  to  give  some 
btTOurable  answer  to  these  suggestions. 

*MfL  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  It  is  a 
matter  of  regret  that  the  number  attend- 
ing the  Committee  to-night  is  very  small, 
considering  the  gravity  of  the  questions 
we  are  discussing.  There  have  been 
many  criticisms  passed  on  various  ques- 
tions already,  and  I  trust  I  shall  not 
be  out  of  order  if,  in  criticising  the  pohcy 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  I 
especially  dwell  on  the  conditions  of  re- 
cruiting which  receive  his  sanction  and  for 
which  fhotd  him  responsible.  I  mi^ht  find 
fault  with  many  other  points,  but  m  view 
of  the  Debate  that  has  taken  place  the 
Committee  must  be  pretty  well  assured 
that  there  have  been  sufficient  subjects 
for  criticism  already.  From  the 
preliminary  return  of  the  British 
Army  issued  in  anticipation  of  the 
annual  report,  I  find  that,  of  the  84,000 
persons  who  were  last  year  ser\'ed  with 
notices  by  recruiters,  27,500  were  rejected 
prior  to  attestation,  12,500  failed  to 
appear  for  attestation,  and  5,000  were 
rejected  after  attestation,  and  the  unpre- 
cedented number  of  600  deserted.  These 
are  record  recruiting  fijgures  on  a  down- 
ward scale,  and  show  that  the  chiss  from 
which  we  draw  recruits  is  steadily 
becoming  worse,  and  that  a  radical  change 
is  required.  Tlie  Army  authorities. are 
in  desperate  straits,  and  every  expedient 
is  being  adopted  to  obtain  recruits. 
I  think  when  there  comes  an  almost  ille- 
gitimate connection  between  recruiting 
and  the  public  -  house,  it  is  time  we 
adopted  some  very  different  system  of 
obtaining  recruits.  This  connection  is  far 
more  general  than  Members  care  to  reco^ 
nise,  and  demands  serioua  attention.  J. 
would  also  refer  to-night  to  the  very  evil 
effect  on  the  Army  of  the  system 
which  prevails  to  a  very  great  extent 
of  enlisting  men  imder  false  ages, 
not  merely  one  or  two  years  yoimger 
than  the  regular  age,  but  to  the  extent  of 
three  or  four  years  under  what  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  case.  Until  we  are  pre- 
pared to  adopt  some  such  system  as  pre- 
vails in  the  Navy,  or  even  in  the  Marines, 
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of  demanding  some  moral  character  or 
birtb  certificate,  we  will  never  obtain  the 
class  we  ought  to  as  recruits  for  the  Army. 

*Thb  chairman  :  The  question  of 
recruiting  cannot  be  gone  into  in  detail 
on  this  vote  ;  it  arises  on  Vote  1. 

*Mr.  PIRIE  :  I  do  not  intend  to  go 
further  than  to  hold  out  the  present  re- 
cruiting system  as  the  chief  reason  for  the 
Tery  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  which  at 
piwent  exists  with  regard  to  the  supply 
of  recruits.  When  we  are  in  such 
desperate  straits  as  at  present  concerning 
our  Army,  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  put 
forward  what  suggestions  we  can  for  im- 
proving matters.  You  will  never  obtain 
the  class  of  recruits  you  require  until  you 
recognise  that  that  class  are  animated  by 
the  same  feelings  as  are  the  class  from 
which  the  commissioned  ranks  are  sup- 
plied. At  present  there  is  an  utter  dis- 
regard of  the  human  feelings  of  that  class. 
Before  even  the  talk  about  conscription 
is  indulged  in — "  the  curse  of  oonscrip- 
taon,"  as  it  was  aptly  described  the  other 
day  by  a  distinguished  officer — many 
other  expedients  must  be  tried.  The 

Csibility  should  be  considered  of 
iing  out  further  inducements  for 
men  to  join  by  increasing  the  number  of 
commissions  given  from  the  ranks.  If  the 
number  of  such  commissions  was  increased 
it  would  be  a  very  strong  inducement  to 
men  to  join.  Then  we  have  been 
far  too  ready  to  imitate  foreign 
Powers  in  tJie  matter  of  tailoring 
trivi^ties.  We  must  take  up  more 
serious  business  than  that.  Officers  of  the 
British  Army  must  recognise  that  it  may 
be  necessary  that  uniform  should  be  worn 
more  generally  than  it  is  at  present.  Were 
this  adopted  it  would  have  the  beneficial 
effect  of  making  the  uniform  of  the  private 
soldier  more  respected.  And  with  this 
might  be  granted  greater  facilities  for 
cheap  travelling,  both  to  officers  and  men, 
while  it  mi^ht  also  be  possible  to  make 
it  a  conditi(»i  when  giving  licences  to 
places  of  public  amusement  that  uni- 
form, whether  worn  by  officers  or  men, 
should  be  admitted  at  reduced  prices. 
These  are  all  things  to  be  considered 
before  we  reach  the  end  of  our  tether 
and  throw  up  the  sponge  and  say  we 
cannot  get  any  more  men  without  con- 
scription. The  Colonies  are  a  field  which 
is  practically  untouched.  It  is  typical  of 
the  War  C>ffice  that  there  is  delay  after 
delay,  procrastination  after  procrastina- 

Mr.  Pme. 


tion,  and  no  tangible  or  practical  result 
as  regards  recruiting  in  the  Colonies.  For 
three  years  the  question  as  regards  Canada, 
has  been  as  far  advanced  as  it  is  to~day. 
Another  question  is  the  provision  of  tem- 
perance rooms  in  barracka. 

*Thk  chairman  :  The  boa  Mem- 
ber miist  not  dwell  upon  the  questioo 

of  recruits. 

♦Mr.  PIRIE:  It  is  closely  connected 
with  the  condition  of  life,  and  with  the 
condition  under  which  you  treat  men  in 
the  Army. 

•The  CHAIRaiAN :  Thatis  adetail  of 
administration  which  should  be  raised 
in  its  proper  place.  All  that  is  {XMsiNe 
in  this  Vote  is  a  general  criticiraa  of 
the  War  Office.  In  r^ard  to  recruiting 
and  other  matters — details  such  as  that 
must  be  raised  on  their  respective  Votes, 

*Mr.  PIRIE  :  My  criticism  is  that 
the  War  Office  has  not  provided  these 
temperance  rooms  as  it  should  have  done. 
Pay  alone  will  not  attract  a  better  class  of 
men ;  there  is  something  higher  than  that. 
It  is  absolutely  deplorable  that  the  nation 
does  not  get  75  per  cent  value  for  the 
money  spent  on  the  Army.  We  ought 
never  to  rest  content  until  we  have  the 
same  competition  to  ^  into  the  ranks  of 
the  Army  as  there  is  at  present  to  get 
into  the  commissioned  ranks.  That  is  a 
state  of  affairs  which  if  proper  lines 
were  adopted  should  be  achieved.  So 
strongly  do  I  feel  upon  these  matters  that 
in  order  to  get  a  reply  from  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and  as  a 
protest  against  the  system  by  which  boya 
are  accepted  as  recruits  under  absolutely 
false  ages,  I  wilt  move  a  reduction  of  tM 
Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,, 

"  That  a  sniu.  not  ezceedinfc  £248,200,  b» 
granted  for  the  said  service." — (Mr.  Pirie.) 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY  (Shn^ 
shire,  Newport) :  We  are  te-nig^  dealing 
with  a  very  serious  question  in  a  busi- 
ness-like way.  Some  Members  seem 
inclined  to  blame  the  Government,  as  if 
they  were  entirely  responsible  for  the 
present  condition  of  things,  which  many 
of  us  are  united  in  deploring.  I  do  not 
think  that  is  quite  a  fair  fine  to  take, 
although,  perhaps,  it  is  a  necessary  line  in 
order  to  hang  our  arguments  thereon. 
But  the  GU>vemment  are  free  from  Uuw 
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for  having  in  any  vay  failed  to  do  their  best 
tocarryoutthesystem  which  they  inherited, 
and  which  it  would  have  taken  a  great 
deal  of  statesmanship  to  change  at  very 
short  notice.  The  Grovemment  have  an 
absolutely  strong  case  in  so  far  as  they  have 
done  their  level  oest  to  improve  the  condi- 
tions of  life  in  the  Army,  and  to  make  those 
conditions  more  nearly  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  better  class  which  it  is 
deauable  to  attract  to  the  service.  The 
Gk>Temment  have  had  to  do  this  under 
circumstances  oi  ezc^ional  difficulty. 
They  have  had  to  meet  a  condition  of 
trade  and  ccnnpetition  such  as,  pro- 
bably, no  Grovemment  seeking  re- 
cruits for  the  Army  have  ever  had  to 
face  before.  The  conditions  and  induce- 
ments which  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
fill  the  ranks  of  the  Army  in  times  of 
depression  and  bad  trade  are  inadequate 
and  imsatisfactory  in  times  such  as  we 
have  experienced  during  the  past  three 
or  four  years.  I  trust  the  Government 
will  not  necessarily  defend  too  -absolutely 
A  condition  of  things  which  it  may  be  im- 
possible to  defend  in  the  long  nm.  I 
-should  be  sorry  to  think  that  they  con- 
sidered it  necessary  to  wait  to  confess  a 
failure  until  that  failure  had  become  a 
danger  to  the  Army  and  to  the  country. 
We  wish  the  intelligence  and  zeal  which 
we  recognise  as  being  at  the  head  of  the 
Army  Department  of  the  State  to  be  used 
.in  time  to  prevent  disaster,  and  not  to 
bolster  up  a  condition  of  things  which  it 
may  eventually  be  impossible  to  defend. 
There  ia  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  all 
officials  to  think  that  their  personal 
credit  is  concerned  in  backing  up  and 
defending  that  which  they  have  been  put 
to  administer.  The  greater  Statesman 
.  and  Minister  is  the  one  who  recognises 
when  it  is  time  to  shift  his  ground  from 
one  condition  of  things  to  another.  It 
may  be  that  there  is  close  upon  us  now 
an  absoluto  necessity  to  change  the  system 
on  which  our  Army  is  conducted,  and  we 
shall  have  to  face  the  great  problem  of 
putting  it  on  a  diffisrent  footing  from  that 
which  it  now  occupies,  i&ay  of  us 
think  we  are  labouring  under  a  great 
deal  too  much  of  the  civilian  element  in 
the  War  Office.  If  it  comes  to  a  matter 
of  economy,  it  would  be  possible  to  utilise 
the  intelligence,  education  and  zeal  of 
officers  to  carry  out  the  work  of  the  War 
Office  which  is  now  done  by  highly-priced 
civilian  clerks.  People  are  apt  to  say 
that  yon  cannot  get  the  necessary  in- 
telligence   and    clerical    power  from 


ordinary  officers  of  the  Army.. 
But  what  are  the  facts  1  Whenever 
a  bit  of  country  is  annexed  to  the  Empire 
and  a  man  is  wanted  to  administer  it 

economically,  intelligently,  and  eifectively,. 
who  is  the  chosen  man  1  Not  your 
highly -paid  civilian  clerk,  but  your  young 
English  subaltern  with  a  free  hand.  You 
have  in  connection  with  the  officers  of 
the  Army  an  enormous  supply  of  meUj. 
absolutely  well  fitted  to  do  this  work, 
who,  in  conjunction  with  their  retired 
pay,  would  be  only  too  glad  to  fill  these 
offices,  and  would  fill  them  at  least  as  well 
and  probably  better  and  more  cheaply 
than  they  are  filled  now  by  the  civiUan 
representatives,  whose  absence  from  the 
War  Office  would  conduce  to  the  greater 
efficiency  of  the  Army.  In  connection 
with  the  scheme  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  such  schemes  are  taking 
hold  of  the  minds  of  Members  who  think 
strongly  on  the  subject.  We  feel  that  as 
things  stand  we  are  not  in  the  position  we 
ought  to  be  in  if  there  are  to  be  placed 
upon  us  increasing  responsibilities ;  the 
system  as  we  have  it  now  is  not  equal  to 
the  emergency.  If  we  once  acknowledge 
that,  we  must  not  complain  if  we  see  even 
startling  changes  niade  as  the  only  possible 
salvation  for  the  efficient  maintenance  of 
our  Army  in  the  future.  My  hon.  friend 
should  not  be  too  zealous  in  defending, 
that  which  now  exists,  but  he  should 
bring  aU  his  weight  and  authority  to 
bear  in  the  direction  of  making  others 
recognise  the  possibiHty  of  a  change  being 
forced  upon  us  at  no  distant  date.  But, 
while  we  make  these  criticisms,  it  would 
be  just  as  well  that  those  who  read  this- 
Debate  should  recognise  that  although  we 
wish  to  be  a  great  deal  stronger  than  we 
are,  we  are  yet  a  great  deal  stronger  than 
some  people  think,  and  that  we  have  at 
the  present  moment  ample  power  to  put 
on  board  ship,  and  to  use,  if  necessary, 
such  a  force  as  would  very  much  astonish 
and  startle  some  of  those  who  think  we 
are  in  a  condition  of  weakness  and  unable 
to  act  rapidly  luid  successfully. 

Mr,  WYNDHAM:  Although  many 

Members  wish  to  address  the  Committee,. 
I  think  it  is  due  to  those  who  have 
already  spoken  that  I  should  take  some 
stock  of  the  position  to  which  we  have 
anived  owing  to  the  arguments  which 
have  been  put  forward.  My  hon.  friend 
has  begged  me  not  to  take  too  combative' 
an  attitude,  nor  to  attempt  to  traverse 
every  consideration  which  har>been  put 
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forward.  I  have  never  attempted  to  take 
up  every  glove  which  has  been  thrown 
down,  and  when  Members  assert  that  the 
-question  of  finding  sufficient  rei^uits  for 
the  British  Army  is  a  difficult  one,  I  do 
nor  feel  that  I  am  bound,  in  the  position 
I  occupy,  to  say  it  is  an  easy  one.  The 
problem  with  wnich  we  have  to  grapple  is 
a  far  harder  one  thui  is  presented  to  any 
•of  the  great  Continental  nations,  and  if  we 
fail — as  in  a  measure  we  do  fail — nobody 
ought  to  be  surprised  if  we  do  not^  by 
.some  royal  road,  solve  the  problem  of 
occupying  India,  and  casually  such  places  as 
Crete  and  Egypt,  while  preserving  garri- 
sons abroad,  fitting  in  with  one  complete 
scheme  of  Imperial  defence.  That  is  a 
problem  whica  no  one  else  has  to 
tackle,  but  it  is  one  with  which 
"We  have  to  deal,  and  a  very  difficult 
one.  I  therefore  feel  that  when  the 
House  goes  into  Committee  on  the  Army 
Estimate  we  may  very  well  take  the  view 
that  we  are  in  counsel  together,  and 
anxious  to  hear  any  suggestions  that  may 
be  offered  which  are  ukely  to  facilitate 
us  in  the  task  we  have  to  perform.  But 
our  experience  is  that  we  do  not  get  any 
great  amount  of  what  1  may  call  counsel. 
The  hon.  Member  for  North  Aberdeen, 
who  has  gone  the  length  of  moving  a  re- 
duction of  the  Vote,  said  he  felt  it  bis 
duty  to  tender  advice,  but  while  I  do  not 
wish  to  make  li^ht  of  his  suggestions,  they 
•are  considerations  which  nave  already 
-occurred  to  a  great  many  people.  Th*e 
War  Office  has l)een  striving  strenuously 
for  years  to  raise  the  standard  decency 
.  and  comfort  in  the  Army. 

*Mr.  PIBIE  :  I  chiefly  alluded  to  the 
refusal  of  the  War  Office  to  require  pro- 
-duotaon  of  birth  certificates  from  recruits. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  I  doubt  whether 
any  alteration  in  that  direction  would 
materially  increase  the  number  of  recruits 
■coming  to  the  Army.  Another  part  of 
his  advice  was  that  the  ofiicers  ought  to 
wear  the  uniform  more.  Iliere  is  some- 
thing to  be  said  for  that,  but  it  has  been 
felt  that  it  is  hardly  in  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  the  nation  to  make  it 
■obligatory  upon  men  to  walk  about  in 
uniform,  and  we  should  probably  lose 
more  than  wo  gained  by  adopting  that 
advice.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the 
suggestion  that  soldiers  should  be  allowed 
to  go  to  the  theatre  at  half-price.  But 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  did  make 
.a  very  important  su^estion.     He  said 

Mr.  Wyndham. 


that  more  should  be  done  to  tap  the 
Colonies,  and  he  almost  denovmcea  the 
Government  for  not  having  achieved 
more  in  the  direction  of  entering  into 
an  understanding  with  Canada  and  the 
other  colonies.    There  again  I  would  ask 
the  Committee  to  use  their  imagination, 
and  to  conceive  what  an  elaborate  process 
it  must  be  by  which  the  mother  countrv, 
with  vast   accumulated  wealth,  could 
approach  a  new  country,  where  titere  was 
no  accumulated  wealth,  to  explain  to  that 
colony  that  our  Navy  confers  great  bei»- 
fits  upon  them,  and  then  to  ask  the  latter 
to  enter  into  some   arrangement  for 
defence.     What  does  that  mean  t  It 
means  that  that  colony  has  to  adjust  the 
new  civilisation  to  the  older,  which  must 
always  be  difficult.     Any  amoimt  of 
diplomacy  is  necessary,  for  the  thing 
must  be  put  on  its  proper  basis,  which  is 
that  if  any  colony  sshibits  a  great  wish 
to  take  some  portion  of  the  burden  iA 
Empire  the  mother  country'  should,  u 
far  as   possible,    modify    its  arrange- 
ments to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  colony. 
To  go  further  than  that  would  be  foUy, 
and  to  go  even  so  far  is  a  matter  of  infh 
nite   correspondence    and  negotiation. 
We  have  been  in  communication  with 
Canada,  and  at  this  present  momeat 
we  have  arrived  at  the  stage  of  having 
drawn  up  certain  prc^osals  which  I  hope 
we  shall  to-da^  or  to-morrow  tnuumit 
to  Canada  to  invite  their  opinion  upuk 
Clearly  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to 
indicate  the  nature  of  the  proposals,  bat  I 
can  assure  the  hon.  Member  that  there 
has  been  no  slackness  on  our  side,  no  want 
of  appreciation  of  the  aspirations  to  take 
some  portion  of  the  burden  of  Empire 
which  have  been  put  forward  by  Canadi. 
I  would  refer  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast,  the  chief  topk 
of  which  was  that  of  decentraUsatiM 
He  dwelt  upon  the  Eeport  of  the  Com- 
mittee presided  over  by  my  hon.  friend 
the  present  Under  Secretary  <^  State  fw 
Foreign    Affairs.     I  do  not  wish  to 
minimise  the  importance  of  that  Com- 
mittee or  its  Keport.    I  look  upon  the 
Report  as  a  point  of  departure  on  a  road 
along  which  I  hope  we  may  travel  a  great 
distance.   But  it  is  idle  for  hon.  Memben 
to  expect  that  they  can  in  a  few  months 
or  a  few  years  alter  a  system  which  bss 
grown  up  primarily  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  House  of  Commons.   Unless  tibe 
House  is   to  adopt  an   attitude  to- 
wards the  administration  of  Uie  Aney 
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profoundly  different  from  its  present 
attitude  you  cannot,  to  any  very  great 
extent,  modify  the  system  which  at  present 
exists.  We  must  take  that  subject  to 
heart,  and  think  it  over.  For  instance, 
we  have  decentralised  contracts  for  wheat 
and  forage,  but  this  fact  does  not  prevent 
one  hon.  Member  after  another  asking 
my  hon.  friend  the  Financial  Secretary 
for  War  why  the  general  officer  gives  a 
•  contract  to  one  man  rather  than  to  another. 
Do  hon.  Members  not  realise  that  when 
«uch  a  question  is  asked  the  Department 

•  has  to  centralise  over  again,  for  it  has  to 
ask  the  general  officer  for  his  reasons,  and 
then  those  reasons  have  to  be  given  to 
the  House  of  Commons  1  It  is,  therefore, 
absurd  to  talk  of  decentralisation  unless 
you  are  prepared  to  run  the  risks  in- 
vcdved  in  that  principle.  Although  no- 
body u  more  anxious  than  I  am  to  see 
more  ras^nsibUity  cast  on  the  general 
officers,still  I  am  quite  sure  that  thiaHouse 

■  has  quite  as  much  to  do  as  the  War  Office 
if  we  are  to  travel  very  fast  along  that  road. 
I  do  not  wish,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
stated,  to  raise  any  exaggerated  hopes 
that  you  are  going  in  a  few  months  to 
alter  a  system  which  has  grown  up  with 
this  nation,  or  that  the  nation  is  going  to 
relax  its  control  of  the  purse  in  military 
matters.  I  now  come  to  the  next  im- 
portant to{Hc  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  Has  there  been 
any  substantial  increase  in  the  Army  1 
Bringing  the  figures  up  to  date,  I  find 
that  at  the  Ist  of  July  the  numbers  of  the 
Kegular  Army,  Militia,  and  Reserve  were 
411,080,  so  that  there  has  been  an  ap- 
preciable increase.  I  am  glad  to.  say  that 
that  increase  is  due  almost  entirely,  as  I 
ventured  to  prophesy  earlier  in  the  year, 
to  the  filling  up  of  the  Reserve.    A  good 

■deal  of  criticism  was  directed  earlier  in  the 
year,  and  again  to-night,  against  the  War 
Office  on  the  ground  that  we  have  ^ot 

^  these  men  for  the  Army  simply  by  taking 
them  from  the  Reserve.  It  is  perfectly 
tru^  but  we  have  again  filled  up  .the 

'  ranks  of  the  Reserve  to  82,000  mea  The 
third  topic  dealt  with  in  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Beuast,  and 
which,  again,  is  one  which  was  taken  up 
by  many  who  have  taken  part  in  the 

•  Debate,  was  with  reference  to  the  ballot 
for  the  Militia.  I  have  a  bone  to  pick 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Beuast 

_  for  the  almost  vehement  language  in 
.  whidi  he  referred  to  this  matter,  and  for 

•  the  very  serious  way  in  which  he  mis- 
represented the  speech  of  my  noble  friend 


the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  in  intro- 
ducing the  Militia  Bill  in  another  place. 
He  paraphrased  the  speech  of  my  noble 
friend  in  these  words— that  any  day  we 
might  have  to  resort  to  conscription.  No 
greater  travesty  of  the  speech  my  noble 
friend  did  make  could  be  imaging  One- 
third  of  that  q>eoch  was  devoted  to  pour- 
ing budcets  of^  cold  water  upon  the  idea 
that  we  were  within  measurable  dis- 
tance of  conscription.  The  difficulty 
before  us  is  th&t  we  have  either  to  get 
rid  of  an  antiquated  system  or  bring  it 
up  to  date.  That  has  been  done,  and  that 
is  all  that  has  been  done.  The  immediate 
problem  is  to  find  garrisons  for  India, 
Egypt,  and  at  this  moment  an  augmented 
garrison  for  South  Africa.  Then  there  is 
the  permanent  problem  of  finding  garrisons 
for  those  places  which  the  War  Office  are 
informed,  by  the  imited  counsel  of  their 
naval  and  military  experts,  ought  to  be 
occupied  as  naval  liases  and  coding- 
stations.  To  do  that  requires  at  least  19 
white  battalions  and  12  native  battalions 
abroad,  for  the  mere  routine  work  of 
sentry-go  round  the  world.  When  75 
infantry  battalions  are  required  at  home, 
17 J  battalions  to  form  what  I  may  call 
the  scheme  of  defence,  and  60i  battalions 
to  occupy  India  and  other  countries,  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  whether  he  really 
thinks  his  alternative  plan  would  solve 
the  problem.  The  only  alternative  which 
has  been  put  before  the  Committee  is  the 
plan  of  the  hon.  Baronet  that  we  should 
have  something  like  a  Swiss  militia.  We 
shall  never  get  back  to  the  roster  which 
has  been  the  usual  course  of  soldiering  for 
the  British  officers  and  men  for  over  100 
years,  once  we  abandon  the  present  system. 
Many  a  sanguine  administrator,  faced  with 
the  system  which  has  obtained  for  many 
years,  has  approached  it  in  the  full  belief 
that  he  was  going  to  change  it ;  but  one 
Minister  of  experience  after  another  has 
felt  himself  boimd  in  the  long  run  to 
support  it. 

*Sm  J.  COLOMB :  Of  course,  at  this 
hour  of  the  night  I  do  not  desire  to  make 
a  very  long  speech,  but  I  regard  it  as 
extremely  unfortunate  that  the  Admiralty 
Vote  and  the  War  Office  Vote,  involving 
as  they  do  such  important  questions  of 
naval  and  military  policy,  which  by 
the  procedure  of  the  House  must  be 
treated  separately,  should  both  be  taken 
in  a. single  evening,  when  they  cannot 
be  adequately  discussed.  In  the  first 
ptoce,  I  think  there  »  .  |r»1(^^^ 
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in^  opinion  in  this  House  that  it  is  a 
misappropTiation  of  the  mobile  forces 
of  tne  Army  to  lock  them  up  behind 
works  at  naVal  bases.    Of  course  any 

ohange  can  only  be  carried  out  very 
gradually.  You  must  begin  with  the 
smaller  places,  and  then  extend  the  ex- 
periment. The  Committee  are  aware  that 
an  experiment  was  tried  by  the  lat« 
Government  on  these  very  lines,  and  I 
propose  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  War  by  £2,000,  because  he  has  not 
allowed  the  experiment  to  be  fairly  tried. 
I  will  mention  the  specific  case.  In  1893^ 
when  the  Admiralty  and  the  War  Office 
began  to  take  this  question  of  garrisons 
into  serious  consideration,  the  need  was 
recognised  of  establishing  a  naval  base  at 
Esquimalt,  a  port  in  the  Pacific,  and  the 
question  arose  as  to  how  that  naval  base  was 
to  be  locally  guarded.  I  do  not  know  the 
inner  workings  of  the  War  Office  and  the 
Admiralty  at  the  time,  but  at  all  events, 
the  result  was  that  the  War  Office  wisely 
departed  from  the  policy  of  isolating  and 
breaking  up  the  Army  for  this  work. 
Let  us  see  what  happened.  A  small 
garrison  of  Boyal  Manne  Artillery  was 
sent  to  Esquimalt,  and  the  whole  cluurge 
and  command  of  the  garrison  and  defence 
was  handed  over  to  a  major  of  the  Marine 
Artillery,  But  what  happened  %  From 
the  very  first  there  was  delay  and  obstruc- 
tion, presumably  on  the  part  of  the  Royal 
Engineers'  department  at  the  War  Office, 
and  for  three  years  no  part  of  the  sub- 
marine stores  and  appliances  were  allowed 
to  be  sent.  The  authorities  at  the  War 
Office  had  sent  out  previously  a  sub- 
ordiuate  stafij  bat  it  was  represented  by  the 
officer  commanding  the  Marine  Artillery 
that  these  men  were  needlessly  expen- 
sive ;  and  he  consequently  suggested  that 
the  expensive  staff  should  be  taken  away, 
and  three  extra  corporals  of  the  Marine 
Artillery,  with  a  little  special  training, 
sent  to  take  their  place.  But  not  a  bit  of 
it.  For  four  years  the  Marine  Artillery 
officer  was  in  command,  things  worked 
with  perfect  smoothness,  and  no  trouble 
whatever  arose,  except  that  the  Royal 
Engineers  withheld  the  submarine  stores. 
Then  the  War  Office  sent  out  an  officer 
of  the  Royal  Engineers.  And  what  is 
the  next  step?  The  next  step  was 
an  extraordinary  one.  It  was  this — the 
Marine  Artillery  garrison  on  the  Pacific 
was  taken  from  under  the  command 
of  the  Admiral  in  the  Pacific,  and  put 
under  the  authority  of  the  general  at 
Sir  J,  Cdomb. 


Halifax  on  the  Atlantic.  The  next- 
step  is  one  that  is  contrary  to  the  intweat- 
of  the  public  service — authorising  a. 
junior  Engineer  officer  to  ignore  hii 
commanding  officer,  by  sending  his  re- 
ports straight  to  the  general  Would 
such  a  thing  be  tolerated  under  any 
circumstances  anywhere  else  ?  The 
Under  Secretary  for  War  knows  it 
would  not.  The  next  step  is  to  send  a 
costly  colonel  of  Engineers  to  take  com- 
mand of  this  garrison.  But  he  does  not 
remain  there  long ;  he  was,  however,  a. 
warming'^ian  to  engineer  this  arrangements  ■ 
The  final  step  was  to  give  to  the  juniw 
Engineer  Officer  an  extra  spedal  rank 
— ute  War  Minister  giving  local  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel  to  a  junior  Engi- 
neer. The  whole  plan  has  therefore  been 
broken  down,  and  you  will  be  told  that 
you  cannot  deal  with  naval  bases  in  this, 
way,  and  that  you  must  have  jour  mobile 
army  paralysed  because  you  tried  the  ex- 
periment of  Marine  Artillery  and  it  failed. 
That  failure  has  been  manipulated  by 
the  wire-pulling  of  the  Royad  Engineer 
Departoient.  The  first  information  the 
House  had  of  the  matter  wason  12th  filay^ 
when  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  was 
asked  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Kincardine- 
shire how  it  was  that  an  officer  of  one 
branch  of  the  service,  the  Royal  Marine 
Artillery,  contrary  to  the  Queen's  Regula- 
tions and  Orders  to  the  Army,  was- 
superseded  by  an  order  from  the  War 
Office  conferring  local  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
Colondf  upon  a  junior  officer  oil  Boyal 
Engineers.  This  was  the  reason  given  by 
the  War  Office  for  promoting  by  loc^ 
rank  a  junior  Engineer  over  the  head 
his  Commanding  Officer,  of  the  Royal 
Marine  Artillery,  trying  an  experiment 
of  great  national  importance : 

"  While  importuit  building  works,  neceati* 
tating  lieavy  espenditure  of  public  money,  an 
under  oonstruotion,  it  is  deauable  that  Um 
senior  officer  sbonld,  as  heretofore,  belons  to- 
the  Koyal  En^een.  In  order  to  effect  uiak 
object,  local  rank  was  ctmfemd  on  " 

a  junior  Engineer  officer.  I  then  put  this 
question  on  the  27th  June:  Would  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 

"state  the  names  of  the  naval  basea  and 
coaling  stations  at  which  officers  of  other  amis 
of  the  Service  previonsly  in  command  bad 
been  susperseded  in  that  comniaud  faf  cob- 
ferring  upon  the  officers  (rf  BotkI  Engineer^ 
junior  to  them,  local  rank,  on  toe  ground  thaft 
important  buUdine  works  neceesitsted  heavy 
expenditure  of  public  mone;^  are  ander  cod- 
sideration,  and  that  the  senior  officer  shoald 
therefore  belong  to  the  Royal  Engineera ;  and* 
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farther,  to  state  to  what  anns  of  tiie  Service 
the  officers  thus  raperaeded  in  nmiinand  at 
■each  place  reepeetively  belonged." 

I  thereupon  got  a  curtain  lecture  from  my 
hon.  friend.    He  said : 

**  May  I  point  out  that  questions  involving 
■eonuderable  research  on  the  part  of  the 
military  staff  at  the  War  Office  can  be 
answered  on  the  day  of  their  first  appearance 
-on  the  Paper  only  by  withdravnog  a  number 
•of  officers  from  the  work  upon  which  they  are 
■engaged." 

^What  I  asked  was  simply  in  how  many 
•cases  junior  Royal  Engineers  in  garrisons 
had  neen  given  local  rank  to  supersede 
the  commanding  officer  belonging  to  an- 
•other  arm  of  the  Service.  Everybody  at 
the  War  Office  knew  perfectly  well  that 
there  was  no  other  case  at  all  When  the 
hon.  Gentleman  did  answer  the  question, 
what  did  his  reply  come  to  1 

**  There  is  no  case  other  than  that  at 
Esquimau.  The  reason  s  for  the  action  then 
talcen  were  explained  in  my  answer  of  the 
12th  May  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Kinctu^ine- 
«hire." 

I  then  asked  on  the  3rd  July : 

"When  the  Secretary  of  War  decided  that 
«t  ptacefl  where  important  building  works, 
necessitating  heavy  expenditure  of  public 
money,  are  under  consideration,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  senior  officer  shoold  belong  to  the 
Koyal  Engineers." 

That  was  one  question.    The   next  is 

"  Whether,  before  such  decision  was  arrived 
at,  the  probable  effects  of  thus  securing  for  the 
officer  cnarged  with  advising  aad  supervising 
expenditure  absolute  freedom  from  local  super- 
vision and  control  by  independent  military 
Authority  on  the  spot  was  fully  oonsiderea. 
And  whether  it  is  intended  to  apply  this  role 
to  all  places,  such  as  Bermuda,  Jamaica,  and 
Mauritius,  named  in  the  Schedule  of  the 
Military  Works  Bill,  by  conferring  on  the 
Koyal  Engineer  officer  at  each  of  those  stations 
local  rank  superior  to  bis  present  commanding 
•officer,  as  has  already  beoj  done  at  Esquimau 
under  this  rule." 

The  Under-Secretary  re^ed : — 

"  The  appointment  of '  this  major,'  with  local 
rank  was  considered  in  all  itn  bearings.  My 
reply  of  the  12th  May  did  not  eite  a  nue." 

But  it  was  given  as  a  rule,  an  at  all 
events  most  explicitly  stated  as  the 
reason. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  My  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  has  brought  the  thing  up 
« w  and  over  again. 

*SlR  J.  COLOMB :  I  am  going  to  bring 
it  np  again  and  again. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  made  a  remark 
which  w&s  inaudible  in  the  Reporters' 
Galleiy. 

«SiR  J.  COLOMB  :  I  leave  it  to  the 
common-sense  of  those  who  can  read 
English  to  understand  what  the  answers 
were.  The  principle  of  the  War  Office  is 
that  a  little  mystery  is  very  valuable, 
and  that  is  a  principle  that  I  object  to. 
I  then  asked  : 

"  Does  the  rule  apply  only  to  Esquimalt  ?  " 
to  which  the  replv  was,  "  It  is  not  a  rule. 
What  I  said  was  that  at  Esquimalt  a  Royal 
Engineer  officer  has  heretofore  been  in  com- 
iiiand.  and  he  is  to  be  succeeded  by  another." 

But  the  Committee  will  see  at  once  that 
the  first  and  only  reason  given  for  the 
supersession  was — that  important  military 
works  were  in  contemplation  involving 
lar^e  expenditure,  and  therefore  it  was 
desuable  to  appoint  a  Koyal  Engineer, 
Finally,  on  the  20th  July,  I  asked  this 
question.  You  will  note  that  the  excuse  of 
public  expenditure  uid  so  on  disappeus, 
and  it  had  now  become  simply  a  question  <^ 
the  meaning  of  the  word  '  heretofore.'  I 
therefore  put  this  question  to  the  Under 
Secretary : 

"Whether,  before  conferring  local  rank  on  a 
junior  officer  of  Royal  Ei^ineers,  serving  in 
garrison  at  Esquimalt,  thereby  putting  him 
over  the  head  of  nis  senior  belonging  to  another 
arm  of  the  Service,  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  was  made  aware  of  the  fact  that  during 
the  preceding  period  of  nearly  five  years, 
dating  from  the  establishment  of  the  garrison, 
the  command  was  held  only  for  an  interval  of 
about  one  (year  by  a  Royal  Engineer  officer, 
and  whether  he  adhered  to  his  ntatement  that 
the  local  rank  in  question  was  conferred  because 
a  BotoI  Engineer  had  heretofore  been  in  com- 
mand ;  ana  if  so,  whether  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  proposed  in  future  to  exclude 
officers  of  other  arms  of  the  Service  from  com- 
mand of  garrisons  at  Esquimalt  and  elsewhere, 
by  conferring  local  rank  on  junior  Royu 
&igineer  officers  in  such  garriBons  whenever  it 
ootud  be  shovm  that  a  Royal  Engineer  offioo* 
had,  by  the  accident  of  relative  seniority,  once 
previously  held  the  command  T  " 

He  answers : 

"  The  length  of  time  during  which  this  Lieu 
tenant-Colonel  commanded  at  Esquimalt  in 
no  way  influenced  the  selection  of  Major  So- 
and-So  in  that  command.  He  was  selected 
beeaase  it  was  oonudered  dedrable  that  the 
eomnumd  should  be  held  1^  an  officer  td  Royal 
En^neers." 

That  is  the  point  I  had  been  driving  at 
all  the  way,  and  "  heretctfore  "  disappears: 
"  There  is  no  mle,  and  fatore  oases  will  be 

judged  on  their  merits." 

I  then  asked  a  further  question,  to  which 
the  answer  was : 

"That  iinportant  works  were  being  con- 
structed  at  ^quimalti  and  for  that  reason  ifr 
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was  felt  necessary  that  an  Engineer  officer 

^ould  be  in  command." 

My  point  is  this  :  '*  If  you  had  made  up 
your  mind,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  that 
Esquimalt  is  to  be  a  Royal  Engineer 
command,  why  did  you  not  honestly  say 
so,  and  send  an  officer  of  Royal  Engineers 
superior  in  regular  rank  to  the  officer  of 
Royal  Marine  Artillery  already  in  com- 
mand ? "  I  understand  the  faon.  Member 
to  say  that  there  was  difficulty  in  finding 
Engineer  officers.  Why  there  are  200 
Royal  Engineer  officers  available  for 
se'-vice  senior  to  the  Marine  Artillery- 
man. There  are  618  Engineer  officers  not 
appropriated  in  the  Stimates  to  any 
particular  service.  I  trust  the  House  will 
not  think  I  have  unduly  trespassed  upon 
time,  even  at  this  late  hour,  in  showing 
that  if  we  are  told  this  experiment  has 
failed  it  is  the  blundering  of  the  War 
Office  into  the  Royal  Engineer  net  that 
has  caused  it  deliberately  to  act  in  a  way 
best  calculated  to  cause  the  experiment 
to  fail. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  need  hardly 
say  I  am  perfectly  incompetent  to  follow 
my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  in  the  survey 
he  has  made  with  so  much  energy — 
vnsrgv  which  must  command  admiration, 
consmering  the  hour  and  the  temperature. 
But  I  can  assure  my  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  that  if  there  be  any  blame  for  what 
he  regards  as  the  abuse  of  the  employ- 
ment of  marines  in  garrison  at  coaling 
stations  throughout  the  world,  I  do  not 
think  the  War  Office  ought  to  be  attacked, 
because  I  am  perfectly  convinced  from 
what  I  know  of  the  opinions  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  and  of  the  other 
administrators  at  the  War  Office  on  this 
subject  that  they  would  regard  nothing 
as  a  greater  rdief  than  to  have  this 
onerous  charge  transferred  ^m  their 
service  to  the  service  with  which  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friiend  clums  some  connec- 
tioiL 

*SiR  J.  COLOMB :  The  policy  of  the 
War  Office  points  in  that  direction ;  they 
wished  to  adopt  that  policy.  All  my 
speech  was  to  show  that  owing  to  the  bad 
system  of  the  War  Office  things  were 
being  engineered  by  subordinate  depart- 
ments in  the  War  Office  to  defeat  the 
policy  which  War  Ministers  wished  to 
adopt. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Even  if  the 
War  Office  was  as  wicked  and  incompe- 
tent as  my  friend  thinks,   I  can  assure 

Sir  J.  Colomh. 


him  it  would  not  be  possible  without  ob- 
taining the  consent  of  the  Admiralty  to 
substitute  marines  for  soldiers  in  the 
way  suggested.     That  is  a  particular 
policy  on  which  my  hon.  friend  has  a  very 
strong  view.    I  did  not^  however,  rise  to 
prolong  the  discussion,  it  is  my  earnest 
desire  to  see  it  brought  to  a  rapid 
termination.     I   do    not    think  the 
House    should     be    asked    to  at 
longer    to    discuss    these  Estimates 
to-night.     Members  have  had  a  severe 
week,  and  the  temperature  is  not  very  well 
adapted  to  any  sort  of  discussion,  least  of 
all  to  a  discussion  of  this  nature.  I 
would,  if  I  might,  ask  the  House  to  give 
us  this  Vote.   1  think  it  would  be  a  great 
advantage  that  we  should  get  it.    If  that 
is  done,  I  will  move  to  report  progress, 
and  leave  the  matter  as  it  is.   I  would 
point  out  that  the  order  in  which  the 
Votes  come  on  is  not  a  matter  which  the 
Government  desire  to  control;  we  have 
every  desire    to    meet    the  general 
convenience  of  the  House.    The  House 
has  had  five  days  and  nights  for  the 
discussion  of  the  Army  Estimates,  and  I 
think  that  is  a  very  full  portion  of  the 
total  time  allowed  for  the  Estimates.  If 
that  time  has  been  inconveniently  al- 
lotted between  different  Army  Votes  I  am 
sorry,  but  I  do  not  think  the  Government 
are  to  blame  in  tlw  matter.    With  that 
explanation  I  hope  we  shall  be  permitted 
to  take  this  Vote,  and  then  to  report 
progress  and  adjourn. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAIT 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  do  not  intend  to 
raise  any  objection  to  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposes,  but  I  presume  that 
the  other  Votes  on  the  Army  Estimates  will 
fall  in  the  general  sweep  at  the  end  of  the 
session.  If  that  is  so,  there  is  one  point 
as  to  which  I  think  an  explicit  ei^tge- 
ment  was  made — viz.,  the  Ordnance  vote. 
There  has  been  a  ver^  vital  change  in 
the  management  of  the  Ordnance  factories^ 
and,  if  my  memory  serves  me,  I  think 
that  I  myself,  and  probably  others  joined 
with  me,  asked  on  the  Supplemental 
Estimates  at  an  early  period  of  the  session 
whether  an  explanation  would  be  made  of 
the  causes  which  had  led  to  that  material 
change,  and  I  was  told  that  a  full  oppor- 
tunity would  be  given  for  making  that 
explanation  on  the  Ordnance  Vote,  I 
think  it  amounts  to  an  undertaking,  and 
there  has  been  really  no  public  explana- 
tion whatever  of  the  change. 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK :  The  promise 
was  made,  I  suppose,  by  the  Under- 
Secretary,  and  that  probably  is  the  reason 
it  escaped  my  memory,  I  should  be  glad 
to  consult  through  the  ordinary  channels 
on  the  subject,  and  make  the  very  best 
arrangement  I  can  for  finding  time  to 
discuss  the  particulars  of  the  Ordnance 
Vote  which  the  right  htm.  Gentleman 
desiresi  and  to  have  some  explanation 
ofFered.  If  there  is  any  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  House  to  go  on  now  I  should 
not  redst  it,  but  I  thought  I  was  meeting 
the  general  view,  and  that  the  House  did 
not  want  to  sit  any  longer  to-ni^t. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  have  no  desire  to  go  on  to-night,  but  I 
thought  the  public  outside  the  House  as 
well  as  Members  inside  were  really 
entitled  to  have  an  explanation  publicly 
and  formally  given  of  the  causes  which 
led  to  this  fundamental  change. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUB :  I  now  move  to 
report  progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed— 

"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress; 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Mr.  Balfour.) 

Mr.  DILLON :  We  are  now  having 
an  exemplification  of  the  effects  of  the 
new  rule  in  depriving  us  of  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  these  matters.  I 
myself  had  some  very  important  questions 
to  raise  on  th^  Vote,  but  there  will  now 
be  no  further  opportunity.  This  being  the 
20th  of  the  days  allott^  to  Supply,  and 
the  21st  being  given  to  the  Colonial  Office 
Vote,  no  further  opposition  can  be  given 
for  discussing  either  this  or  any  other 
important  Vote. 

Colonel  BROOKFIELD  (Sussex, 
Rye) :  No  discussion  will  be  posable  on 
the  very  large  subjects  of  the  Volunteers 
and  of  the  Militia,  in  both  of  which  the 
public  take  a  very  large  interest.  There 
IS  also  the  subject  of  the  Ordnance  Vote, 
referred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  on  which  it  will  be  most  necessary 
tolutve  a  discussion.  I  must  enter  my 
protest  against  the  new  arrangement  by 
which  such  subjects  are  shut  out  from 
discussion. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  already 
said  that  five  nights  have  been  spent  on 


the  Army  Estimates,  t  do  not  know  if 
the  Government  is  to  blame  for  the  ordei* 
in  which  the  Votes  are  taken ;  I  think 
they  were  arranged  to  suit  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  House.  When  a  Vote  is 
started,  it  is  extremely  difficidt — almost 
impossible — for  the  Government  to  regu- 
late exactly  the  time  it  is  to  take.  That 
must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  Members. 
I  do  not  think  mv  hon.  Mend  would 
suggest  that  more  than  five  days  should 
be  given  to  the  Army  Estimates. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  I  under- 
stood  that  we  were  not  allowed  to  discuss, 
on  the  War  Ofl&ce  Vote  any  matter  which, 
was  dealt  with  in  a  separate  Vote,, 
although  on  previous  occasions,  both  on 
the  Aoiniralty  Vote  and  the  War  Office 
Vote,  subjects  might  be  generally  dis- 
cussed. To-night  you  did  make  the 
ruling  that  no  subjects  should  be  dis- 
cussed on  these  Votes  which  could  be^ 
discussed  on  any  other. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  ought  to  go  back  on  a  former 
ruling,  but  for  the  information  of  the 
Committee  I  may  say  that  the  ruling  was 
one  which  has  obtained  for  a  great  number  - 
of  years — ^viz.,  that  where  there  is  a  special 
Vote  dealing  with  a  qwdal  subject  that  is ' 
the  proper  place  to  discuss  that  specif  sub- 
ject.   In  the  case  of  the  Votes  of  the 
Admiralty  or  of  the  War  Oflfice,  diecussion 
is  allowable  so  long  as  it  is  on  the  general 
policy.  But  it  has  been  ruled  that  whero 
there  is  a  special  Vote  dealing  with  the . 
question  of  the  Volunteers  or  the  Militia, . 
or  any  other  spedal  matter,  questions  -. 
relating  to  those  matters  must  be  raised, 
on  those  special  Votes. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshir^,. 
E.):  Thisarrangementdoes exclude  certain' 
questions  whi^  some  of  us  wished  to- 
raise,  and  I  shall  not  consent  to  the* 
motion  to  report  progress  unless  there  is 
some  undertaking  that  some  short  oppor- 
tunity will  be  given  for  the  discussion  of ' 
those  subjects. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Staffoidshire,  Lich- 
field): While  Imight  regard  five  days  given* 
to  the  Army  Estimates  as  a  great  deal  in 
an  ordiniuy  year,  this  year,  when  the- 
expenditure  on  the  War  Office  and  the 
Army  has  been  so  enormously  increased^ 
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five  days  is  not  very  much.  It  is  really 
this  enormous  expenditure  and  one 
or  two  points  of  policy  which 
were  started  last  year  and  have  never 
l«en  thoroughly  discussed  which  have 
naturally  caused  a  great  deal  of  discus- 
•sion ;  and  though  five  days  is  a  long  time 


in  an  ordinary  year,  I  do  not  think  uij* 
body  can  ciUl  it  a  long  time  this  year. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  68; 
Noes,  6.   (Division  List,  No.  291.) 


Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold-Forster,  Hngh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  Jolm 
Balfour,  Rt.Hon.A.  J.(Manc'r) 
Balfour,  Rt  Hn.G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach,  Rt.HnSirM.H.(Bfistol) 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bill,  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
BowIea,Capt.H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon  St.  John 
Brookfifttd,  A  Monta^ 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
•Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  ("Worc'r) 
Collinffs,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Charles  R. 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
CranDome,  Viscount 
OurzoQ,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 


AYES. 

Digl^,  John  K.  D.  WingGeld- 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akera- 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwd 
Fergus8on,Rt.HD.SirJ(Manc'r 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gretton,  John 

Hanbnry,  Rt.  Hon.  EobertW. 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jessel,  Cant.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  Willifun  (Belfast) 
Kemp,  George 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Lawrence,SirE,Dnming-(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Law8onSirWilfrid{Cnmb' land 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Londonderry 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool 
Lome,  Marquis  of 


Lnoaa-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Ouniming 
Massey-MunwaringiHn- "-l^a 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A-  G.  (Bote) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninion 
Platt-Hiegins,  Frederick 
Purvis,  Robert 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molynenx 
Russell,  Gen.F.S.(Cheltenh'in) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-(Biim.) 
Wyndham,  George 
Young,  Commander(Berka,E.) 
Tellers  fob  the  Ayes— Sir 

William  Walrond  and  Hr. 

Anatratfaer. 


'Caldwell,  James 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 


NOES. 

Macaleese,  Daniel 

Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 

Weir,  James  Galloway 


Tellers  for  the  Noe»- 
Mr.  Channingaad  Mr.  Firia 


Besolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
'd&y  next ;  Committee  also  report 
progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House 
■of  the  17tb  day  of  this  instant  July,  Mr. 


Deputy  Speaker  adjourned  the 
without  Question  put. 


House 


House  adjonnied  accordingly  at  fire 
minutes  after  One  of  the 
clock  till  Monday  next. 
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Accidents 
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Accidents— oon<. 
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Adjoubnhbhts  of  the  House»  Su  Sittings 
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Food  Inspectors 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
July  SO,  1383. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Dn^  Bill,  iSse  tiiat 
Title. 

Adtocate-Gbneral  of  Benoal— Absence 
of  Sir  C.  Panl 
Q.  Mr.  Piokeragill ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
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Aerated  Water  Trade.  S.,  July  7, 240. 
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Africa,  South 

British  South  Africa  Company  Finance 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  E.  ElliB,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomaa; 
At.  Mr.  J.  ChambCTlain,  Jul^  6, 18. 

Guns  for 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  iS,  689. 

Natal,  See  that  Title. 
Transvaal,  See  that  lltle. 

Troops  for.  See  Transvaal — Military  Pre- 
parations. 

AnucA,  West 

Anglo-French  African  Coovention 

Niger  delimination.  Copy  presented, 
July  SI,  ISOO. 

Royal  Niger  Company,  See  that  l^e. 
Sierra  Leone,  See  that  Title. 
Waima  Incident.  See  that  Title. 

Ao&ARiAN    Outrages,  Ireland— Return 
presented,  July  SO,  1847.  13S8. 

AoBicULTURAL  ANALYSTS,  District  App(dnt- 
RientB 

Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron;  A.  Mr.  Long.  July 

IS,  694. 

Agricultural  Rates 

Congested  Districts  and  Burgh  Land  Tax 
Relief  [Scotland]  Act,  1896  — Betom 
presented,  July  20,  300. 

Agricultdral  Teaching  in  Irish  Schools 

Q.  Mr.  O'Malley  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
July  SI,  1561. 

AoiucuLTURE,  Board  of 

President,  Rt  Hon.  W.  H.  Long. 

Agriculture,     Ireland — Statistics  and 
Report  presented,  July  11,  428,  465. 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instonction 
[Ireland]  Bill 
c.  Bep.  from  Standing  Coin.   July  SO, 

im 

Aoricitlture  and  Technical  Instruction 
[IkblandI  Bill 
FinandiU   Resolution,   Jvly  20,    423 ; 
Reported  July  11,  .683. 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Water  Bill 

L  Royal  Aeaent,  July  IS,  682. 

Aire  and  Oalder  Navigation  Bill 

/.  Sr.*  July  e,  2. 

c.  Lords  Amenett».,Jult/ 11,^ 

I.  Boyal  Aasent,  July  IS,  663. 

Akebs-Dodglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.,  See  Doaglaa. 

Alaskan    Boundary  Qvestion— I^lio- 
mentary  Papers 
Q.  Mr.  Davitt;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July 
SI,  1541. 
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Aldermen  and  Councillors— Qnalifieation 
of  Women,  London  Gorenunoit  BSll. 
Lords  Amendt.,  July  6,  43. 

Aldershot  Straw  Supplies 

Q«.  Mr.  Perks,  Capt.  Dcmelan ;  As.  Mr. 
J.  P.  ^iams,  /Wyii,  408. 

Aliens,  Naturalisation  Abroad,  Condi- 
tions OF 

Q.  Mr.  C.  H.  Wilson ;  A.  Mr.  Bndziek, 
July  14, 875. 

AU  SaintB*  Ohurch  [Oaidilf]  BUI 

c.  Con.*  July  7, 160. 

Sr.*  July  11,  463. 
L  Commons  Amendts.,  July  If,  861.. 

Allan,  Mr.  W.  [Gateshead] 

Royal  Niger  Company  Kll.  Sr..  July  19, 

1279. 

Water-tube  Boilera,  Adopting  for  Naval 
Ships,  Condition  of — Motion  for  Reduc- 
tion of  Vote,  July  SI,  1554. 

Ambrose,  Dr.  R.  [Mayo,  W.] 

Moy  Pratmaster  and  the  Petty  Seauons 

Clerkship,  July  10,  315. 

America,  South,  Live  Stock  Trade— Black- 
listed vessels 
Qs.  Mr.  Field  ;  As.  Mr.  Long,  Jidy  7,  173  i. 
July  17,  990. 

Analysts,  Agricultural— Appointmenta 

Sir  C.  Cameron ;  A.  Mr.  Long,  July  IS^ 
694. 

Ancient  Uonuments  Protection  Bill 

e.  lit.*  July  SI,  1554. 

Anglo-French  African  Convention 

Niger  delimination,  Copy  prewnted,  Julw- 
SI,  1500. 

Animals 

America,  South— Live  Stock  Trade,  Blaek- 
listed  Vessels 
Qs.  Mr.  Field  ;  As.  Mr.  Long,  July  7,. 
173  J  July  17,  990. 

Glanders,  See  that  Title. 

Vivisection — Petition    for  Snpi»earioD* 

Jttly  IS,  666. 

Ansell,  Mary,  Case  op 

Q.  Mr.  C.  H.  Wilson;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  J^tly  IS,  099 :  Q*.  Mr.  Dalxiel  ; 
As.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  July  17,  lOOS ; 
J^dy  IS,  117L 

Anthrax,  Increase  of,  among  Wool- 
Sorters,  ,S^.,  July  7,  234, 237. 

Antiquities  and  the  Irish  Trbasitrk 
Trove 

Q.  Sir  T.  Emnonde ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 

July  17,  1012. 

Archdale,  Mr.  E.  M.  [Fermanagh,  N.] 

Loan  Fond  Societies,  Ireland,  Miamanage- 
ment— Legulatioo,  July  6, 33. 
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Abkekiaks— Kurdish  Outeaoes  on  Chbis- 
TIANS  AT  Van,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts;  A.  Mr.  Brodriek, 
Jt(/y  6, 16. 

Abmoitb  Plate  for  Naval  Ships,  Manafac- 
tnie  ot,  S.,  July  fi,  1583, 1587. 

Abht 

jSieera^ory  of  j^toto— MarqaesB  of  Lans- 
downe. 

Under  Secretary — Mr.  G.  Wyndham. 
Financial  Secretary — Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams. 

AdminiBtradoii  of  "by  head  LanBdowne, 
Debate  in  Committee  of  Snj^y,  JtUy 
SI,  1614. 

Africa,  Sooth,  Troopi  for,  See  Transvaal — 
Militaiy  Propaiations. 

Alderahot,  Straw  Sappliee— Foreign  Straw 
Qi.  Mr.  Perks,  Capt  Donelan ;  As.  Mr. 
J.  P.  WiUiama,  July  11,  468. 

BanaekB,  See  that  Title. 

Canteen  and  Men  Co-operatire  Sodety, 

See  that  Title. 
Chiropodists,  Employment  of 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  A.  Hlx.  Wyndham, 
July  £0,  1362. 
CommiBnonB,  B«tnm  presented,  July  17, 
989. 

Cork  Military  District,  See  Cork. 

Enfield  Factory  Accident— Case  of  H. 
Homer. 

Q.  Capt.  Bowles;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham 
July  18,  1168. 

E^ilistment.  See  Subheading  Recmiting 
and  Enlistment. 

Expanding  Bnllets,  See  that  Title. 

Glamorgan,   Military   in — Welsh  Cool 
Strike,  Payment  to  Tradesmen 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beach,  July  10,  310. 

Grenadier  Gaards,  loes  of  Canteen  Stores 
in  the  Kile— -Compensation  Claims 
Q.  Sir  J.  Fergnsson ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams.  July  21,  1552. 

Guns  for  South  Africa 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham. 
July  IS,  689. 

India,  See  that  Title. 
Marines,  Sk  that  Title. 
Medical  Service  Examinations,  Date  of 
Q.  Capt.  Greville ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Jidy  i7,  991. 

Militia,  See  that  Title. 

Naval  Bases,  Commands  at,  and  the  Rc^rnl 
Elngineers,  See  Naval  Bases. 

Prisons,  Amendment  to  Rnlea  presented 

JWy  14,  863. 
Bailway  Inspectors — Appointment  erf  MUi- 
tary  Men 

Q.  Mr.  Maddiscm;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  IJ,  475. 
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Reeroitang  and  Enlistment 

ColonieK,  Recruiting  in,  S.,  July  SI, 
1830;  1644. 

Hudilands  tA  SeoUand 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Snpply, 
July  SI,  1623. 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd' 
ham.  July  IS,  686;  Qa.  Capt 
Sinclair,  Mr.  Hedderwick  ;  A$t 
Mr.  Wyndham,  July  14,  869. 

Number  of  EulLstments 

Q.  Gen.Ruf«ell;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  SI,  1539. 

Recruits  enlisted  under  Standard  — ' 
Case  of  J.  H.  Cairns 
Q».  Mr.  S.  Young,  Capt.  Donelan } 
At.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  6,  11. 

Released  pruioners  advised  to  enlist 
Blaipstrate— Case  at  Worth- 
ing 

Q.  Major  Rasch;  A.  Mr.  Wynd' 
ham,  July  IS,  685. 

Volunteer  Sergeant  Instructors'  Re* 
croiting  Duties 
Q.  Mr.  Arnold  •  Forster  ;  A.  Mr. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  July  SI,  1638. 

Remmental  Facings 

Q.  Mr.  Amold-Forster;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  IS,  686. 

lUfle  Ranges,  ^  that  Title. 

Rales  of  Procedure,  Amendments  of,  pre- 
sented, July  U,  863,  869. 

Scottish  Volunteer  Regiments — PMpoeed 

Review 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

July  7,  169. 

Soldiers,  See  that  Title. 

Strength  of  the  Army — Debate  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  July  SI,  1618. 
Q.  Gen.  Rnssell;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  SI,  1540. 

Sopuannaation  —  Appointment  of  H. 
Gwillian  in  Royal  Small  Arms  Faetoty, 
without  Certincate,  Treasury  Minate 
presented,  July  10, 276, 300. 

Tents.  Volunteer  Battalions-"  Mark  2" 
Q.  Mr.  Dnno(Hnhe ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  IS,  m. 

Volunteers,  See  that  Title. 

War  Office.  See  that  Title. 

Wellington  College,  Report  presented, 
July  11,  428.  464. 

Woolwich  Arsenal — Employment  of  Naval 
Officers  J  F-'^'S'—'Ta^ 

Q.  Lord  C.  Bere8f3?dr.4lMr.  Wyml- 
ham,  July  17,  992. 

Army  Estimates 

War  Office— £248,300,  Com.,  July  SI,  1614. 

ABHOLD'ForsTER,  Mb.JH.  O.^Belfast.  W.) 
Africa,  South,  Troops  for,iJulyiIS,  689. 

Army,  Administration  by  Lord  Lans- 
downe,  etc.,  July  SI,  1614. 
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Abnold-Forster,  Mr.  H.  O.—cont. 

Army  and  Navy  Estimates,  Discussion  of 
Separate  Vot^  on,  July  21,  16S4. 

Belleville  Boilers  on  Naval  Ships,  Testing, 
July  IS,  680. 

Militia,  Treatment  of  \Fg  the  War  Office, 
July  21,  1622. 

Official  Assignees,  Ireland,  Qualification 
as  Liquidators  in  Winding-np  of  PabUe 
Companies,  Jvly  IS,  707. 

R^mental  Facings,  July  IS,  686. 

Volnnteer  Sergeant  Instmctors*  Recroit- 
ing  Daties,  Jviy  21, 1538. 

War  Office- 
Departmental  Committee  Report,  etc, 
July  21,  1616. 

War  Office  Vote,  July  17,.im;  July  21, 
1614. 

Art 

Hertford  House  Collection 
Q.  Dr.  Farquharson ;  A.  Mr.  Aken- 
Donglaa,  July  10,  314. 

See  also  Science  and  Art. 

Artillery,  Royal— Marine  Artillery  Exam- 
inations 

Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  A.  Mr.  GoBOhen. 
July  21,  1536. 

Ashbourne,  Lord— iorrf  Chancsltor  of  Ire- 
land 

Irish  Landowners'  Grievances,  July  18, 
1146. 

Small  Honses  [Acqniaition  of  Ownership] 
Bill.  2R.,  Jvly  21, 1619. 

AsBSR,  Mr.  a.  [Elgin  Burghs] 

Moray  Firth,  Trawling  in,  July  14,  904. 

Asiatic  Labour  in  British  Columbia 

Qs.  Mr.  Davitt ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlaiiii 
July  IS,  691 ;  Jnly  SO,  1371. 

ASQuiTH,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  H.  [Fife,  E.] 

Factory  Acts— Administration,  etc.,  July 
7,262. 

Lamont,  Dr.,  Prosecution  of,  July  I4, 929. 

Lead  Poisoning — Arbitration  on  Speinal 
Rules,  etc.,  July  7,  264. 

Prison  Administration,  July  7,  214. 

nthe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
JO,  346,  376  ;  July  IS,  749. 

AssiONSEs,  Official,  Ireland,  Qualification 
of,  08  Liquidators  in  Winding-up  of 
Public  Companies 
Q.  Mr.  Amold-Forster;  A.  Mr.  Atldn- 
•on,  July  13,  707- 

Assizes — Ulster  Winter  Assizes 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Barton, 
July  7, 180. 

Athebley-Johes,  Mr.  L.  [Zhirhom,  N.W.] 
Tithe  Rent-cliarge  [Rates]  Kll,  Com., 
Jult/10,4Ui  Juiyll,Sa6. 
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Atkinson.  Mr.  J.— Attorney-General  for  Ire- 
land [Londonderry,  N.] 

Bankruptcy  Procedure,  July  7,  180. 

County  Court  Acts,  Affidavits — Return, 
July  SO,  1383. 

Food  Inspectors,  Office  of,  July  SO,  1383. 

Official  Assignees,  Qualification  of,  as 
Liquidators  in  Winding-np  of  PnUie 
Companies,  Jvly  IS,  708. 

Atlantic 

Derelicts  in— Search  for,  by  H.M.  Ships 
Q.  Mr.  Macdona;  A.  Mr.  Gosenoi. 
July  11,  486. 

North  Atlantic  Winter  Freeboard,  Retom 

^remnt^,  July  20,  1361. 

Attorney-General— Sir  R.  E.  Webster 
Payment  by  Salaries  and  Feea,  Peramal 

Clerks,  etc.,  S.,  July  7,  189. 

Austral  Cycle  Agency,  Ltd.— Winding- 
up,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Flynn ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July  6,  22. 


AUSTRAUA 
Is,] 

0.  Mr 


Mails,  Delay  in  Delivenr 
'.  HoRan  ;  A.  Mr. 
10,  317. 


bgan  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbory, ^u/y 


Sovereigns  at  the  Mint — Sydney  Bankers' 
suffijiestion 
Q.  Mr.  Honui;  A.  Sir  M.  Hieka- 
Beach,  J^y  20, 1374. 

Austria-Hungary— Trade  Repot  tmsoited, 
Jvlye,Z. 

Ayr  Burgb  Bill 

I.  Rep."  Julys,  1. 

3R."  July  10,  274. 
e.  Lordt  Amendts.,  July  14,  863. 

Baoot,  Capt.  J.  F.  [Westmorland,  Kendal] 
Army  Administration — War  Office  Com- 
mittee's Report,  etc.,  July  21,  1636. 

Bail  Requlations—R^.  v.  Ryle 

Q.  Mr.  J.  L.  Morgan;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  IS,  701. 

Bait 

Newfoundland  Fisheries  Dispute 

Qa.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  T.  G.  Bowles ; 
A».  Mr.  J.  Chamberiain,  /u/y  14, 
874. 

Scotch  Fishing  Indnstry- Want  of  Bait 
affecting 

DOate  m  Zbm.  of  Supply,  July  14, 889. 

Baker,  Sir  J.  [Portnnoath] 

'  Naval  Dockyards,  Workmen  in — Cirealar, 

July  21,  1693. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  BtUway  Bill 

/.  Rep.  from  Select  Com.,July  10^  S74. 
3R.'  July  20, 1346. 
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Balfoue,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.~First  Lord  of  the 
Treoiury  [Manchester,  E.] 

Bndneea  of  the  House,  July  6,  38,  39 ; 
Jult/  7,  187  ;  Juljf  10,  321  ;  Julv  IJ, 
484;  July  IS.  708,  709,  710;  July 
14, 887  ;  July  17, 1012,  1013  ;  July  18, 
1174 ;  July  So,  1386,  1387, 1388 ;  July 

M.isea 

Government  Boainess,  Exemptitm  from 
Standing  Order,  July  17,  1015,  IWS, 
1023,  102i,  1025,  1026,  1029, 1030. 1031. 

Kttings  of  Uie  Hona^  Re-arrangement, 
Pruposed— Months  of  July  and  AtunuL 
Jvlyl8,U7Z. 

CbKDoery  DiviBum— New  Judge,  July  6, 
87. 

Commands  at  Naval  Bases —  Em^idoyment 
(tf  Marines,  July  £1, 1651. 

Irish  Fisheries,  Admiralty  and  the  En- 
fi»«enieat  of  Bye-laws,  July  31,  1613. 

IritBli  Gold  Ornaments  and  the  BriUsh 
Mnsetun,  July  17, 1012L 

Lamont,  Dr.,  Prosecation  of,  July  14, 936, 

X<ondon  Government  Bill,  ZotY^f  Ammdts., 
July  6,  78. 
Qnalificalion  of  Women,  July  6,  50, 
57, 61. 

Military  Works  BUI,  2r.,  July  6,  127,  131. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  July  30,  1387. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  July  13, 709 ; 
Con.  July  18, 1200  ;  July  19,  1337, 1340 ; 
July  20,  1491,  1496. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
10,  390,  392,  393 ;  July  11,  511,  519,  521 ; 
July  1£,  612. 616,  617  ;  July  IS,  760, 833, 
859;  Sr., /u/y;^<7.  1440. 

Transvaal 

ArMtration  —  Professor  Westlake's 
Recommendations,  July  6,  37. 

Grey's,  Earl.  Attack  on  President 
I&nger,  July  6,  39. 

Military  Preparations  —  Troops  for 
South  Africa,  July  7,  186. 

Negotiations,  July  10,  322. 

Women,  Overtime  Employment  in  washing 
bottles,  July  18, 1268. 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  V! .—Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  [Leeds,  Central] 
Agricultural  Teaching  in  Schools,  July  SI, 
1551. 

A^ricoltnial  and  Technical  In8tnictl<»i, 
Tlralaad]  flnandal  Resolution,  July  10, 
424. 

Baltimtne  Railway  and  Pier,  July  10, 321 : 
July  17, 1012. 

Barrow  Stiver  Drainage^  J^  7, 185. 

Bel&st 

Harbour,  unprotected  etmdition  of, 
July  13,  706. 

Police  Prosecution — Case  of  A.  Hop- 
kins, July  m,  1384. 

Butler  Eetate.  Delay  in  Sale,  July  J7, 1011. 
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Balkour,  Rt,  Hon.  G.  W.—cont. 

Casbel  District  Council  Printine  Contract. 
July  6,  U. 

Chief  Crown  Solicitor— Office  of  Second 
Aasistantk  July  10,  3ia 

Congested  IMstriots  Board,  Increased 
Fonda— Legislation,  July  6, 36. 

Congested  Districts  Board  flreland]  Kll, 
IR.,  July  10,  323  :  2R.*  July  17,  lllS; 
Com.  July  19,  1342. 

Constabulary  —  Disarmament  and  Re- 
organisation, July  10,  318. 

Dillon  Estate,  Pnrchase  by  Congeeted 
DisbictB  Board— Gross  uuf  Net  J^tal, 
July  6,  35. 

Galwqr  County,  Typhus  Fever  in,  July  $t 


Industrial  Schools 

Circular,  Withdrawal  of,  July  7, 184. 
Nenagh  Children.  Discliarge  of,  July 

tTiIi. 

Irish  lAugiage  in  Schools — Examination 
Staodaid,  Julygl,  1552. 

Land  Commission— Annual  Bepnt,  July 
17, 1010. 

Land  Judges*  Court,  Estates  in— Return, 
July  17, 1010. 

Loan  Fund  Societies,  Mismanagement—* 
L^islation,  July  6,  33. 

Loan  Funds  [Ireland]  Bill,  July  10,  318. 

Local  Government  Act,  Improvement—' 
Legislation,  July  20,  1386. 

Local  Government  Imprisonment  ChaigeS) 
July  10,  317. 

Local  Government  Surcharges— Right  <A 
Appeal,  July  6,  36. 

Lunacy  Grant,  Jidy  7,  185. 

Maryborough  Prison  Works  —  Stone* 
cutters'  Lock-out,  July  20,  1385. 

Monaghan  County  Council  Elections 
Expenditure,  JtUy  7, 184. 
Return,  July  6, 35. 

Omagh  Town  CtnmnissionerB  —  UiWi 
Sanitary  Antborityf  Petition,  July  6, 
32. 

Poor  Law  Officers'  Holidays,  July  7,  184. 
Dispensanr  Doctors'  Holidays — Sub- 
stitutes  Salaries,  July  11,  482. 

Queen's  Collun,  Belfast.  Apptnntment  of 
President — Praslnrterian  claim,  Juiy  6, 
34. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Ireland]  Bill— Treasury 
Memorandum,  July  6,  36 ;  July  7, 186. 

Tmiriing— Three  mile  limit,  July  10, 230. 

Trim  Union  Night  Nurse  —  Hoon  of 
Duty.  July  J7,  TOU. 

Tyrone  County,  Fair  Rente,  July  6,  34 ; 
July  IS,  705. 

ITrlingford    IHspensary   Disbicts,  Re- 
arrangement, July  13,  707. 
Water  Supplies,  Charges 

Castlerea,  etc.,  July  10,  318. 
Strabane  Town  Commissioners'  Cora- 
plaint,  July  11, 481. 
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Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.~eotU. 

Waterford  Sab-I^d  Comnmuoora^  Sit- 
tings, July  IS,  705,  707. 

Wicklow 

Harbour  Loan  Guarantee — Baronies 

Representation  on  Boanl,  July  11, 
483. 

School  Attendance  Committee*  JtUy 
lit  ^^^^ 

Balfour  of  Burleigh,  Lord,— .decretory  for 
Scotland 

Bonch  Police  [Scotland]  Frovidonal  Order 
Bill,  July  1497. 

Balkan  Provinces— Reforms 

C-  Mr.  Stevenson;   A.  Mr.  Brodriok, 
July  IS,  690. 

Baltimore  Railway  and  Pier,  Completion 
of — Contributions 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  ^.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
{^yJOj  320;  Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A,  Mr.  G. 
W.  Balfour,  July  17, 1011. 

Banffshire  Secondary  Education  Grant 
— 17«.  6rf.  limit 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderbum;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  14,  883. 

Bankruptcy  Procbdubb,  Ireland 

Mr.  Carew   A.^r.  Atkinson,  July  7, 

Barnes,  Mr.  F.  G.  [Kent,  Faversham] 

Dockyard  Workmen— Pensions  and  De- 
ferred Pay,  July  SI,  1594. 

Barracks 

Chelsea  Barracks  School — Lavatory  Ar- 
rangemento 
Q.   Lt.-Col.    Pryce-Jonee;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndhani,  July  10,  303. 
Gibraltar,  Sanitary  Condition,  etc. 

C.  Mr.  Stevenson  ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  IS,  684. 

Old  and  New  Barrack  Sites— Map 

Sir  J.  Colomb;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Jtilyl7,m. 

Scottish  Castles,  New  Baiiack  Accom- 
modation 

<^.  Mr.  Pine  J  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  10,dO3, 

JUrrakur  Iron  Company— Agreement  with 
Indian  Government 

g,  Mr.  Harwoodj  4.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July 
^0,  1365, 

PAiqtEL   Organs   in   London  Streets, 
Cradles  attached  to 

Q.  Mr.  Soames ;  -4.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley. 
July  IS,  701. 

Barrow  River,  Drainage 

Q.  Dr.  MacDonnell;  A.  Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  7,  185. 

6 


Barry  Eailway  Bin 

/.  £oyalAas0nt,July  lS,eeS. 

Baetley,  Mr.  G.  C.  T.  [Islington,  N.] 
Board  of  Education  Bill,  July  SO,  1389. 

Jamaica    Railway  Debentoie  HoUten, 

July  10,  307. 

Po9t  Office  Savings  Bank- Losses  July  14^ 

880. 

Retired  Second  Division  Clerks,  Re-QnincB- 
ment  of,  Jidy  10,  314.  — »-» 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  BUI,  Con,  July  17, 
1078;  July  18,  1216;  July  19,  ISZJ  t 
July  SO,  1451,  1461. 

Tithe  Rent-cluuge  [Batee]  Bill.  CW.  Jufy 

IS,  634. 

Westminster,  Factory  Fumes  at,  July  IS, 
697-  T 

Barton,  Mr.  D.  P.-SoHeUor-Gmemi  Jbr 
/tv/oMf  [Armagh,  Mid] 
Ulster  Winter  Assizes,  July  7,  ISO. 

Barton-on-Sea  Water  Bill 

I-  Royal  Assent.  July  IS,  662. 

Batavia,  British  Subjects'  Liability  to  serve 
111  Dutch  Army 

Q.  Lord  C.  Beresford;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick. 

July  7,  17a 

Batlia  and  Waahhoiues  Acts  Anundnuait 
Bill 

e.  Com.*  Julys,  136. 

Baylev,  Mr.  T.  [Derbyshire,  Chesterfield} 
Chipping  Campden,  Open  Air  Preacliiiw 
—Prosecution  of  Weeleyao  Lay  Evanjz^ 
list,         iJ,  476. 

Ro^Niger  Company  BUI,  2r.,  July  29, 
Vaccination  Fines  at  Ghesteifield,  July  6, 

Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  H.-Chanceilor  of 
the  Exchequer  [Bristol,  W.] 

Australian  Sovereigns  at  the  Mint,  Ju^ 
2U,  1374.  ' 

Customs  Officers'  Uniforms  in  Ireland. 

Jiily  17,  1001. 

Dublin  Excise  Officers— Beplaciiw  fint- 
dus  officers  by  A88iBtant0,^nt/y  90, 
1374. 

Imperial  Institute  Bnildinim— OmfeiwiceL 

July  10,  309. 

Inhabited  House  Duty— Lodges  let  to 
Labourers.  July  IS,  699. 

biland  Revenne  Duty  Betama,  July  Ith 

309. 

Meteorological  Office,  Increase  in  Gnat 
proposed,  July  6,  23. 

Military  Works  Kll.  S&^uly  6,ST^9^  90. 
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Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  H.— co;t/.  i  Bengal  Advocate-Gen kral— Absence  of  Sir 

Patent   Medicine    Stamps,    Scotland  — 


Revenue  derived  from,  July  10,  SOS. 

Royal  \iger  Company 

Capital,  etc..  July  24^  876. 

Treaties,  July  6, 23. 

Royal  Niger  Company  Bill,  2r.,  July  19, 
1281, 1296.  1209,  1304. 

Scottish  Fisheries,  Protection  of,  July  I4, 
QSl. 

Stockbrokers  and  the  Stamp  Duty,  J ttly  I4, 
885. 

Beaumont,  Mr.  W.  C.  B.  [Northomberland, 
Hexham] 

Hthe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  BUI,  Sr.,  July 
30,  1404. 

Bbe-keepino  in  Koss-shire 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  G.  Maimy,  Jw/y 
ii,  48a 

Beoq.  Mb.  F.  F.  [Glasgow,  St.  Kollox] 

London  Go\'emment  Bill,  Lordg  AmetuUa. 
— Qualification  of  Women,  J uly  S,  56, 57. 

Belfast 

Harbour,  Unprotected  condition  of 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleeae;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  13,  706. 

Police  Prosecution — Case  of  A.  Hopkins 
Qt.  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr. 
Yoong,  Mr.  Davitt;  As.  Mr.  G. 
W.  Balfour,  July  20,  1384. 

Post  Office 

Female   Telegraph  Sta^  Defective 

Lavatory  AccommodatioD,  &c. 
Qs.    Mr.   Macaleese;    A*.  Mr. 

Hanbury,  July  10,  315  ;  JtUy 

17,  1009. 
Waring  Street  Post  OfiBce 

Q.    Mr.    Macaleese;    A.  Mr. 

Hanbury,  July  SI,  1550. 

Queen's  College,  Appointment  of  Presi- 
dent— Presbyterian  claim 
Q.  Mr.  Pinkerton;  A,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July6,U. 

Telegraphists'  Conference 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  6,  25. 

BeUkst  Oorporation  Bill 

I.  JRqi.from  Select  Com.,  July  SI,  1498. 

BaUut  Water  BiU 

e.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  7, 160. 
I.  Boyal  AsKtU,  JiUy  13, 663. 

Sel&ct  and  Northern  Ckranttea  Railways 

Bill 

I.  RoyaZ  Attmt,  Jvly  IS,  662. 

Belleville  Boilers,  See  B<h1«s 

Bblper.  LOBD 

Factories  and  Worksliops,  Ontworkera— 
Return,  July  17, 984. 
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C.  Paul 

Q.  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton. 

July  11,  469. 

Beresfokd,  Lord  C.  [York] 

Batavia,  British  Subjects'  Liability  to 
serve  in  Dutch  Army,  July  7,  170. 

Meteorolwical  Ottice — Increase  in  Grant 

propoaed,  J  uly  0,  2.3. 

Navy  Grievances,  Kaisinu  Questions  on 
Admiralty  Otiice  Vote,  July  -Jl,  1003. 

Ramsgat«  Harbour  Mastership  Vacancy. 

July  n,  15^ 

RnsHian  Naval  Programme,  etc.,  July  ^1, 
1583. 

Serge  Contracts  for  the  Navy — Artificial 
Dyes,  July  17,  991. 

Shipbuilding,  Naval— Electricity,  Water- 
tight Doors,  etc,  July  21,  1583. 

Soudan,  Naval  Officers  in— Promotion  and 
Retirement,  J^y  17,  990. 

Water-tube  Boilers  and  Naval  Ships,  J  uly 
SI,  1567. 

Woolwich  Arsenal— Employment  of  Naval 
Officera,  July  17,  992. 

Berkeley,  Mr.,  Resignation  of,  from  Com- 
,     missionership  of  Uganda  Protectorate 
Q.  Commander  Bethell ;  A.  Mr.  Brodriok. 
July  10,  305. 

Bethell,  Cohhanoeb  G.  R.  [Yorkshire 
Holdemess] 

AMcm  South,  Troops  for,  July  7, 187. 

Naval  Ships,  Types  of,  etc.,  July  SI,  1578, 
1588. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  KU,  Com. 
July  13,  615k  616. 

Uganda  Protectorate  Commissimership— 
Resignation  of  Mr.  Berkeley,  Jviy  10, 

305. 

BexhiU  and  Botherfield  Bailway  Bill 

L  B^.*  July  20, 1846. 

Bezhill  and  St.  Leonards  Ttamroadi  BUI 

c.  Jtep.*  July  10,  209. 

Bhownagqree,  Sir  M.  [Bethnal  Green,  N.E.] 
Indian  Section  of  the  Imperial  Institute 
Working  of— Report,  July  SO,  1367. 

South  Kensington  Museum,  New  Buildings 
—  Clock  proposed  for  Exterior,  July  7, 
174. 

Bilbao — Imprisonment  of  Briti^  SaUor 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston;  A.  Mr.  Brodriek, 

July  6,  15. 

Bill,  Me.  C.  [Staffordshire,  Leek] 

Woima  Incident — Cconpensation  Claims, 
July  SO,  1369. 

BiLLSON,  Mr.  A.  [lUi&x] 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Bates]  Bill,  Com.  July 
21,  505.  ^  I 
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BiBDS,  See  yrM  Birds  Ptoteotion  Act. 
Binninfiham  Corporation  Bill 

I.  3R.*  JtUy  21,  426. 

e.  Lords  AmendU.,  Jvly  17, 987. 

BiRBRLL,  Mb.  a.  [Rfe,  W.] 

London  Goverament  Bill,  Lorde  Amendts. 
—Qualification  of  Women,  July  6, 57. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Kates]  Bill,  SR.,  JtUp 
SO,  1412. 

Blackpool  ImproTement  Bill 

t.  Bep.*  July?,  138. 

SR."  July  17,  957. 
p.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  21, 15S1. 

Blind  and  Deaf,  Schools  for,  Report  pre- 
sented, Jvly  30,  1347. 

Bloemfontein  Conference,  See  Transvaal 

Blundell,  Col.  H.  K.  H.  [Lancashire,  Ince] 

Medical  Witnesses'  Fees  at  Qnarter 
Sessions,  Juiy  7t  238. 

Military  Works  Bill,  2r..  July  6,  91. 
Board  of  Aoricultubk,  See  Agricnltote 
Board  of  Education  Bill 

c.  Rep.Jrom  Standing  Com.,  July  7,  188. 

Board  op  Education  Bill— Petition,  July 
7, 16L 

Boaed  op  Trade,  See  Trade. 

Boating  Disaster  at  Pwllheli 

Q.  Mr.  Lloyd-Geoige ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie. 
July  6,^ 

BOATSLIP,  TRAMORE,  ERECTION  OF,  proposed 

Q.  Mr.  Power ;  A.  Mr.  J.  A.  Chamberlain, 
Jvly  6,  la 

Boilers— Adopting  Water-tnbe  Bdlers  for 
Naval  Ships,  Belleville  Boilers,  &c. 

Aooidente 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;    A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Juiy  7, 167. 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply,  J-uiy  SI, 
15S4. 

Sharpshooter,  H.M.S.— Trials 

Q.  Mr.  Penn ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  Jvly 
13, 681. 

Terrible,  H.M.S..  Trials.  &  Jvly  SI,  1657, 

1661, 166S. 
Testing 

Q.    Mr.    Amold-Foster  ;    A.  Mr. 
Goachen,  July  IS,  680. 

Water-tube  and  Cylindrical  Btnlers, 
Betom  ordered  [Mr.  Goschenl  July  19, 
1270 

Bootle  Oorporation  Bill 

L  Rep.*  July  SI,  1498. 
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BoscAWEN,  Mr.  G.  [Kent,  Tunbridge] 

Titlie  Kent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Coau  Juljf 
10,  327 ;  July  11,  B71. 

BoTHWELL  Vaccination  Prosecutioks 
Q.  Mr.  ColviUe;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  IS,  708. 

Bottle- Washing— Overtime  Employment  oi 
Women  in  Fruit- Preserving  Factories 
Q.  Sir  C.  DUke ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
July  6,  29. 

Notice  of  Motion  [Sir  J.  Rankin],  July  18, 
1268. 

BousFlELD,  Mk.  W.  R  [Hackn^,  N.] 

London  Government  Bill,  Lords  A  mendts^ 
July  6,  81. 

Tithe  Kent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.  July 
IS,  834. 

Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  [Middlesex,  Enfield] 
Enfield  Factory  Accident— Cas*  of  H. 
Homer,  July  18,  U68. 

Volanteers,  Government  Eniployees  as — 
Attendance  at  Drill,  etc.,  July  18,  116S. 


the 


Bowles,  Mr.  T.  G.  [Lynn  Regis] 

Business  of  the  House — Winding  uj 
Business  of  the  Session,  July  17,  \( 

Cordite  Stwage  near  Putsmoath,  Jvly  7» 
168. 

Fisheries,  Scotland — Local  Committeeei» 
Territorial  Limit,  etc,  July  14,  893. 

General  Lighthonse  Fund,  Acconnta,  Jvljf 

SO,  1378. 

Horses — Watering  Trou^^s  as  source  of 
infection,  July  SO,  1381. 

Military  Works  Bill,  2r.,  July  6,  126. 

Naval  Officers,  Inetmction  in.  Stiatesy; 
July  SO,  1362. 

Newfoundland  Fisheries — Bait  IMspntab 

July  14,  874. 

Private  Legislation  Procedan  Ocvtlaad] 

Bill,  Jvly  20,  1387. 

Royal  Niger  Company  Bill,  2R.,  Jvlv  19, 

1290. 

Sale  oi  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.  Jviv  18, 
1229. 

Tithe  Bent-cliai^  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.  Julw 
10,  361,  367  ;  July  11,  489,  526 ;  Jvly  IM, 
625,  642;  July  IS,  722. 

Water-tnbe  Boilers  uid  Naval  Shipa — 
Belleville  Boilers,  July  SI,  1673. 

Bradford,  Earl  of 

Estate  Dnty  Valoation— Govenuuent 
Valuers,  Jvly  7, 142. 

Bradford  Tnuaways  &  Improvoment  BflL 

I.  2r.»  July  7,  138. 
Itep.JroM  Select  Com.,  July  11,  425. 

Bradford  Tbahwats  and  Ihpbotxmsvt 
Bill 

Reports  preaeoted,  July  6, 1. 
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Bbaye,  Lord 

Militia  and  Foreigo  Service,  July  10,  202. 

Bbbakwater  Works,  Plymouth— Convey- 
»nce  of  Workmen 
Q,  Mr.  Mildmay ;  ^.  Mr.  J.  A.  Chamber- 
Iain,  Julff  lS,fSSA. 

Brickfield  Labour,  S.,  July  7,  225. 

Bridges,  Scotland,  Maintenance  of 

Qs.  Mr.  Weir;  At.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murmy. 
July  14,  882  ;  July  21,  1543. 

Brigands,  Ransoms  Paid  to— Col.  Synge 
and  Mr.  Soter 
Q.  Mr.  Pierpoint;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  J^y 

Brli^ton  Marine  Palace  and  Pier  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  7,  IflO. 
Sr.*  July  le,  585. 
Comtnong  Amendts.,  July  17,  057. 

Bristol 

Furfield  Boad  Higher  Grade  School- 
Science  and  Axt  Department  re- 
fnaing  to  recognise  as  Science  School 
Q.  KrW.  WillB  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Goret, 
July  6,  24. 

Panper  Children,  Ill-treatment  iA 

Q.  Mr.  Trevelyan;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin. 
July  10,  3ia 

Bristol  Gas  Bill 

/.  Commons  AmendU.,  July  15,  663. 
e.  Lords  Amendts.  to  Commons  Amendtt.t 
July  19,  im.  . 

Bbttish  Columbia  —  Japaneee  Lahonr  in 

Mines 

Qa.  Mr.  Davitt ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 
July  IS,  69i  ;  July  20,  1371. 

British  Indians  in  Natal— Fraoehise,  etc 
Qt.  Mr.  DiUon.  Mr.  Davitt ;  A$.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberbun,  July  SO,  137a 

BiUTjsH  South  Africa  Coupany  Finance 
Q$.  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Chambrarlain,  July  $,  18. 

Bboadhurst,  Mr.  H.  [Locester] 
Lanacy  Bill,  July  17, 1021. 

Sittings  of  the  Honae,  Re-arrangement— 
Months  of  Jnly  and  Angnst,  ji%  18, 
1173. 

Titbe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com. 
July  11,  401 ;  July  i^.  63%  633  ;  July 
IS,  774 ;  SR..  July  SO,  1308.  1300.  1402. 

Beoadmoor  Cribunal  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Vote  fob.  July  7, 220 ;  JtUy  27, 1117. 

ntODRiCK,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John— I^»«ier 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  [Surrey, 
Guildford] 

Alaskan  Boundary  Question,  Parliamen* 
taty  Pliers,  July  SI,  1541. 


Brodrick,  Rt.  Hok.  W.  St.  John— con^. 

Armenia — Kur<lu«h  Outrageson  Christians., 
July  6, 16. 

Balkan  Provinces — Reforms,  July  13,  690. 

Batavia,  British  Subjectn'  Liability  to 
serve  in  Dutch  Army,  Jviy  7,  170. 

Bilbao— Imprisonment  <tf  BrituAi  Seaman. 
July  6,  16. 

Brigands,  Ransoms  pud  to — Col.  Synge 
and  Mr.  Snter,  Jvly  SI,  154a 

Cagliari,  British  Consul  at — Appointment 
of  Italian  Subject,  Jul^  SO,  1360. 

Calcutta  Municipal  Bill,  July  17,  995. 

China — Murder  of  Mr.  Fleming  at  Kwei- 
cliaa,  Demand  for  dismissal  of  Governor., 
July  7, 171. 

Delagoa  Bay  Arbitration,  July  10,  305. 

Egyptian  Exiles  in  Ceylon,  July  6, 17. 

Hydrographical  Conference  —  Conntriea 
represented,  July  6, 15. 

India 

Barrakur  Iron  Company— Agreement 
with  Indian  Government,  JiUy  SO, 
1365. 

Burmese  Extension  Railway  Survey — 
Report,  July  SO,  1370. 

Cunpaigns— Camp  Followers'  Extra 
Clotlmig.  July  sfO,  1368. 

Lttislative  Councils,  Native  and 
British  Subjects,  July  SO,  1366. 

Pnnjanb  Frontier— Disarmamrat  of 
Pathans,  July  SO,  1367. 
Indian  Section  of  the  Imperial  Institnt^ 

Working  (tf— Report,  Jvly  SO,  1367- 
Naturalisation  Abroad,  Conditions  of^ 

July  14,  876. 
New  York  British  Consular  Shipping  Office 
— Crimping,  etc.,  July  10,  806. 

Niger  Protectorate,  British  Trade  in,  Jul^ 
10,  304  ;  July  IS,  601. 

Northern  Fisheries  Conference,  July  I4, 
874. 

Persia,  Russian  Railways  in,  July  7,  171. 

Plague  in  Persia  and  Turkey,  Precautions 
against,  July  17,  008. 

Red  Sea  Lights,  Construction  of — Egyptian 
Lighthouse  Fund,  July  SO,  1368. 

Red  Sea  Telegraph  Company— Indian 
Kevenne  Contributions,  July  17,  995. 

Royal  Niger  Company,  Capital,  etc,  lAt/jr 
i^875. 

St.  Petersbn^  Heoiing  .Trade  with.  July 
id,  306. 

Samoa— Parliamentary  Papers,  July  SU 
1641. 

Toulon  Magazine  Explosioa,  •/'u^y;7i,1541. 

Tunis.  British  and  French  Exports — 
Return,  July  14,  875. 

U^nda  Protectorate,  Commissionership — 
Resignation  of  Mr.  Berkeley,  Juy  10, 305. 

Waima  Incident — Compensation  Claims* 
July  SO,  137a 
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3rompton  and  Piccadilly  OircuB  Bailway 
Bill 

/.  Cmti.'  July  10,  274. 

Brooke's  Park  [Londondeixy]  Bill 

c  2b.*  Jvly  6,7. 
Rf^.*  July  14,9ffJ. 
3r.'  July  28,  1165. 
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Bbookfibld.  Col.  A.  M.  [Susaex^Kye] 

Army  Estimates,  Discussion  on,  July  SI, 

Bbouqham's,  Lord,  Evidence  Act 

Q. ^-  B.  Kinlay,  July 

-Brunner,  Sir  J.  T.  tCheshire,  NorthwlcliJ. 

Liptrot  Charity,  Accounts,  July  SO,  1374. 

Tithe  Rent-chaige  [Rates]  BUI,  Ctom..  July 
13,  756. 

Beyce,  llT.  Hon.  J.  fAberdeen,  S.] 

Fislieries,  Scotland— Extension  of  Terri- 
torial Limit,  etc.,  July  14,  896. 

Sale  of  Kbod  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July  17 
1085;  July  18,  12l7,  1344,  1349,  1357: 

S  *  '^^^ 

Seisondary  Education,  Secretarr  for,  pro- 
posed, July  17,  lOUB.  *^ 

Bxynmawr  and  Western  Valleys  Bailway 
Bill 

/.  J^tyal  Amnt,  July  IS,  662. 

Buchanan,  Mb.  T.  R.  [Aberdeenshire,  E.] 

Africa,  South,  Troops  for,  July  11,  467. 

Chma,  Britiali  Consular  Service— Indian 
Contribution,  July  6',  14. 

EiBheriea,  Scotland— Extension  of  Terri- 
torial Liiuit,  etc.,  July  14,  891,  944. 952. 

Indian,   Native  Troops  serving  out  of 
India,  July  10,  304. 

Madraa  Court  of  Wards  and  Zemindar 
Bankrupt  cases,  July  6,  14. 

MiUtary  Works  BUI,  2E.,  July  6,  82. 

Jfaval  Works  Bill,  July  19, 

Private  L^lation  Procedure  [SeoUaadl 
Bill,  July  SO,  1386. 

**1?5L         Company  Bill,  2b.,  July  19, 
1279. 

Scotch  Estimates— BurinesB  of  the  Honae. 
July  11,  483. 

Supplementary  Estimates  —  Business  of 
the  House,  July  i>o,  1388. 

BnCKiNORAH  Palace,  Opening  to  the  Public 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young;  A.  Mr.  Akets-Douslas, 
^Wy  14,  877- 

Buenos  Ayres  and  Padile  Bailway  Com- 
pany Bill 

c.  Hep.*  July  14,  867. 
Can.*  July  IS,  1165. 
3k.*  July  SI,  1331. 
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Buffalo  Cancer  Laboratory  —  Proposed 
Koyal  Commission 
Qa.  Sir  C.  Cameron;  As.  Mr.  Bitchie, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  July  21,  All. 

Bullets 

Expanding  Bullets,  See  that  Title. 
India,  Betum  presented,  JW/y  0,  9. 

BuNDORAN  Water  Supply— Charges 

0*.   Mr.   Uavitt,  Mr.  DUIon ;  A».  Mr. 

G.  W.  Balfour,  July  20,  317. 

Buigh  Police  [Scotland]  Provisional  Oidst 
BiU 

c.  2r».  July  7,  160. 

Eep.*  July  24,  mi. 

Sr.*  JtUif  17,  988. 
/.  IB*.  July  17,  957. 

2b.,  July  S2,  1497. 

Bubqhclere,  Lobd 

Commons  and  Open  Spaces  Bill,  Cowi.. 
July  10,  278.  289 :  3b.,  July  27,  985w 

Burial  Grounds,  Consecrated  and  U noon- 
sec  rated  Ground— Legislation 
Q.  Mr.  Morrell;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Kidlciy, 
July  23,  700 ;  Q.  Mr.  C.  Williams  ;  A. 
Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  July  17,  1001. 
S.,  July  7,  269. 

BuRMEsa  Extension  Railway  Suhvst— 

Keport 

Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts;  ^.  Mr.  ftndrick. 

July  20,  1370. 

BURNAH,  G.,  Ca«e  of 

Q.  Mr.  Tennant ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridkv, 
July  SO,  1376. 

BUBNa,  Mb.  S.  [Battenea] 

Dangerous  Trades— Lead  PoisoninK.  Mc, 
J^y  7,  252.  268. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Dmgs  Bill,  Con.  July  17 
1060,  1106;  July  SO,  1488. 

Buy  Ckttpoiation  Bill 

Commons  Amendt9.t  July  6, 1. 
Xoyat  Ataent  July  li,  662. 

Bury  Corporation  Water  Bill 

t.  Commons  Amendts.,  July  6, 1. 
Xoyal  Assent,  July  IS,  062. 

Business  of  the  House 

Qs.  Sir  H.  Campbell -Bannerman,  Mr. 
Weir ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  6",  39 ; 
Qs.  Sir  C.  Cameron,  Mr.  Dillon,  Admiiml 
Held.  Mr.  Weir.  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor. 
Mr.  MacNeill ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfuor. 
July  7,  187  :  Qs.  Mr.  Dillon,  Dr.  Fut- 
quharson,  Mr.  Weirj  As.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  J uly  20, 321 ;  Qs.  Mr.  Buchanan, 
Mr.  J.  P.  sVith.  Sir  C.  Cameron ;  As, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  11,  483 ;  Sir 
H.  Campbell -Bannerman  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  IS,  710 ;  Q.  Mr.  Dillon ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  y«/y  14,  887;  Q. 
Sir  H.  Can^l»U-lta,|pe^  X, 
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BusiKESS  or  THE  HovsE—cuni. 

J.  Balfour,  July  17,  1012;  Qs.  Capt. 
Sinclair,  Mr.  Dfllon,  Mr.  Lough ;  A*. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoar,  Jti/y  IS,  1174 ;  Q*. 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Sir  H.  Campbell- Banner- 
man  ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  SO, 
1388  ;  Qs.  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Hartley  ;  Aa. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  20,  1388  ;  0. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Jvly  i-i,  1552. 
Sittings  and  Adjoummente  of  the  House, 

See  that  Title. 
"Starring"  Private  Members'  Bills  and 
Motions— Debate,  Jtdy  17,  1015. 

Winding  up  the  Buainess  of  the  Session — 
Exemption  from  Standing  Order,  Motion 
[Mr.  A.  J.  BaUour],  Jvly  17, 1015. 

Bussy's,  Me.,  Bankruptcy,  See  "  Parliamen- 
tary Debates." 

Bim.sB  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale 

O.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
Jvly  17, 1011. 

BUTLErfS,  SlE  W.,  Despatches  on  Transvaal 
Afiairs 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
July  10,  308. 

BOXTON,  Mr.  S.  C.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar] 
Royal  Niger  Company  Bill,  2r.,  JtUy  19, 
1285. 

Bt-Elections 

Oldham,  Borough  of  —  New  Members 
Sworn,  July  10,  322. 

St.  Pancras,  East  Division— New  Member 
Sworn,  July  IS,  710. 

Yorkshire,  W.  R.,  Osgolderoes  Division- 
New  Member  Swnm,  July  10,  322. 

•Cable  Communication  with  Ireland 

Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Hanbaiy,  July  17, 
1007. 

•Caoliari,  British  Consul  at— Appointment 
of  Italian  Subject 
Q.  Mr.  Moon  J  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Jvly 
1368. 

•Cairns,  J.  H.,  Case  of— Under-Age  Recruit 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young; .4.  Wyndham.Jtt/ye,  11- 

•  Calcutta  Mnnicipal  Bill 

Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

July  17,  995. 


'Caldwell,  Mr.  J.  [Lanark,  Mid] 

Congested  Districts  Board  [Ireland]  KU, 

July  19,  1267  ;  2b.,  Julv  17,  1116. 
Fishery  Board,  Scotland,  Vote  for,  Julyl4, 
951. 

Metropolitan  Police  [Salaries]  Bill— Fman- 
ciiJ  B«iolution,  July  17, 1118. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Con,  July  18, 
1283. 

i-Calbdosian  Canal— Report  presented,  July 
i*869. 
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Oaledoniau  Bailway  [Oeneral  Powers]  Bill 

c         July  14,  867. 

Cambeidoeshire— Steeple  Morden  Recreation 
Ground,  County  Council  Order 
Q.  SirW.FoBter;-4.Mr.Chaplin,JWy'J. 
696. 

GameboH,  Sir  C.  [Glai^w,  Bridgeton] 

Agricultural  Analysts,  District  Appoint- 

mente,  July  13,  HH. 
Cancer  Laboratory  at  Buffalo— Proposed 

Royal  Commission,  July  11, 471. 
Debtors,  Imprisonment  of,  July  7, 194,201. 
Horses— Watering  Troughs  as  source  of 

Infection,  July  M,  1380. 
Lamont,  Dr.,  Proi*ecution  of,  July  14,  915, 

919,  920,  936,  936,  940. 
Orphan  Homes,  Scotland— Education  De- 
partment Decision,  July  14,  884. 
Pauper  Patients,  Removal  of— Glasgow 

Police  R^ations,  July  13,  702. 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  Scot- 
land 

Education  under  English  Code,  J uly  7, 

214, 216,  217. 
Tnnsference  of  Control  to  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  July  13,  700. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July  17, 
1065,  1066,  1068,  lo70,  1075,  1078,  i079, 
1085,  1088,  1231,  1235,  1241,  1242,  1243, 
1250, 1262 ;  July  19, 1304, 1319 ;  J uly  SO, 
1445*  1454,  145u,  1466,  1467.  1479, 1486, 
1492,  1493,  1494. 
Scottish  Votes— Business  of  the  Hotue. 
July  7, 187 ;  July  n,  484. 

Cammel's  Works  Fatality,  Sheffield— 
Locomotives  in  Factories 
Q  Mr.  Tennant;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
^«iy^y,1376. 

Campbell-Bannebmah,  Rt.  Hon.  Sie  H. 
[Stirling  Burghs] 

Busmess  of  the  House,  July  IS,  710  ;  July 
17,  1013  ;  July  M,  1388. 
Winding  up  the  Business    ot  the 
Session— Kxemption  from  Standing 
Order,  July  17, 1018, 1022. 
Home  Office  Vote  July  f>,  39. 
Military  Works  BUI,  2E.,  July  6,  116, 122. 
Ordnance  Vote,  July  £1, 1661. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  July  20,  1387. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July  19, 

1339,  1340 ;  July  2^0,  1462,  1463. 
Tithe  Rentcharge  [Rates]  Bill,  Cmi.,Juty 
10,  391,  392  ;  July  11,  481.  487,  520,  523, 
524 ;  July  13,  833 ;  3e.  July  HO,  1434. 

Military  Operations— Troops  for  Soutii 

Africa,  July  7,  186. 
Negotiations,  JK^y -TO,  321. 
Seven  Years'  Pp«pective  and  Retro- 
spective Franc  "iise,  July  11,  473; 
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Gahferdowh,  Earl  of 

Commona  and  Open  Spaces  Kll,  Com.  July 

Seats  for  Shop  Aaristants  Bill,  Com.  Jvly 
13,672. 

Tr^vaal— Franchise  ProposaU,  Jtdy  II, 

Canada 

Alaskan  Boundary  Question 

Q.  Mr.  Dai^tt;  A.  Mr.  Biodriok, 
July  21,  1541. 

Recmiting  for  the  Army,  8.^  July  SI, 
1639.  1644. 

Dry 

posed  Royal  Commission,  etc. 
Qs.  Sir  C.  Cameron ;  As.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mr. 
T.  W.  Bmsell.  July  21, 471. 

Canteen  and  Mess  Co-ofeeative  SodETV 

Cork  Military  Canteen 

Q,  Mr.  Hynn  ;  ^.  Mr.  J.  P.  WiUUniB, 
July  6.  12 ;  Qs.  Mr.  Flynn.  Capt. 
Donelan ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
July  17,  993. 

Gibraltar  MilitaTT  Canteen 

Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.  Mr.  J,  P.  WilliamB, 
July  20,  1364. 

Cape  Colony  and  Transvaal  Nbootia- 
nONS — Personal  Explanation  [Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain],  July  6, 40. 

Capital  Pcnishhent— Case  of  Mary  Ansell, 
Su  Ansell. 

Cardiff  BaUway  BilL 

/.  Soyal  Assent,  July  IS,  602. 

Carew,  Ms.  J.  L.  [DnUin,  Colle^^  Crreen] 

Bankruptcy  Procedure,  Ireland,  Jvly  7, 
180. 

Carlile,  Mr.  W.  W.  [Bucks,  N.J 

Rotten  How,  Cleaning-out  gnllies  at  on- 
suitable  hours,  July  6, 24. 

Carmarthen  —  Tithe  Rent-charge  [Bates] 
Bill,  Discontinued  Grants 
Q.  Mr.  J.  L.  Morgan;  A.  Mr.  Long, 

July  IS,  695. 

Carna VON— Light  Rulways,  Order  prewnted, 
July  IS,  m,  679. 

Carrinoton,  Earl 

Seats  for  Shop  AaaistantB  [England  and 
Ireland]  BiU,  2R.  July  11,  4fiS. 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  E.  [Dublin  University] 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
IS,  727. 

Cashbl  District  Council  Pbimtiho  Con- 
tract 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  6, 
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Castlerea,  Water  Svpplt— Charges 

Qs.  Mr.  Davitt,  Mr.  Dillon ;  As.  Mr.  6* 
W.  Balfour,  July  10, 317. 

Cattle  Bikeiuho  m  Scottish  Congested 

Q.  BJr.  Weu- ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  G.  Morray,  July 
IS,  701, 

Cattle  Trade,  America,  Sooth  — Blade- 
listed  Ships 
Qs.  Mr.  Field ;  As.  Mr.  Long,  July  7» 
173;  July  17,  m. 

Cavendish,  Mr.  V.  C.  W.  [Derbyshire  W.] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drags  Bill,  Con.,  July  IS, 
1194. 

Cawley,  Mr.  F.  [Lancashire,  Prestwicb] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  BUI,  Con.,J«lytO, 
1476. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
11,  603;  July  IS,  790,791. 

Cayzer,  Sir  C.  W.  [Barrow-in-Farne^s]. 

Stockbrokers  and  the  Stamp  Doty,  July 

14y  884. 

Cecil,  Mr.  E.  [Hertfordflhire,.  Hertford] 

London  School  Board — Science  and  Art 
Classes,  Illegal  Expoiditure,  July  12^ 
1004. 

Celtic  Lanouage  in  Irish  Schools— Ex* 
amination  Standard 
Q.  Mr.  O'MaUey ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  BaUbnr, 
July  SI,  1552. 

Celtic   Ornaments,   Ireland  —  Treasiuft 
Trove  and  the  Brituh  Mnseuu 
Q.  Sill.  Esmonde;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  BcOfour^ 
July  17, 1012. 

Cemeteries,  See  Burial  Grounds. 

Central  Electric  Supply  Bill 

e.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  6,  7. 
I.  Ba/yal  Assent,  July  IS,  662. 

Central  London  Bail  war  Bill 

July  IS,  m,. 
Sr.*  July  18,  im. 

Cbylon 

Egyptian  Exiles 

Q.    Lt.-Col.   Pryce-Jones;   A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,<7ii/y6,  17. 

Waste  Land  Ordinances 
Governor's  Report 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  6,  IS. 
Inquiry,  Debate  {l-l  July  17,  958. 

CBAI&MAN  OF  COdHtlTTESS—Bt.  Hon. 
J.  W.  Lowthw.        ^  w 
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Ceahberlain,  Mr.  J.  A.— Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  [Woreeetershire,  E.] 

Cork  Harbour  —  Length  (tf  Tier,  eta, 

July  7,  169. 
Dockyanls  —  Clarification,  ate.,  July  SI, 

1505. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  Jvly  19, 1343,  1344. 

Helaon  Montumnt  on  Portsdown  Hill, 

Beetontion  of.  Jtdtf  18, 1167. 
Plymouth  Breakwater  Works,  Conveyance 

of  Workmen,  July  IS,  683. 
Roman  CathoUe  Chaplains  in  the  Navy, 

July  SI,  1602. 
Tramore  Boatslip,  July  6, 10. 

CbauberLAIN,  RT.  Hon.  J.  —  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  [Birmingham,  W.] 

BritiBh  South  Africa  Company's  Aocotints, 

July  6,  19. 

Ceylon   Land   Ordinances  —  Governor's 

Report,  July  6,  18. 

Jamaica 

Railway  Debenture  Holders,  July  10, 
307. 

United  States,  Treaty  of  Reciprocity, 
July  10,  307. 
Japanese  Labour  in  Mines  in  British 
Columbia,  July  IS,  691 ;  JtUy  SO,  1S72. 

Natal 

British  Indians  in  —  Franduse,  etc., 

July  20, 1370. 
Qaeen'a     Birthday     Celebration  — 
Native  children  forbidden  to  view 
festivities  with  children  of  white 
people,  Jidy  IS,  692. 
Newfoundland  twaJsy  Shores  etc.,  JWy  I4, 
874. 

Nigeria,  Spirit  Traffic  in,  July  18,  1169. 
Royal  Niger  Company— Mr.  Chamberlain 

as  shareholder.  Personal  ExpkuiatiMi, 

July  6.  40. 
Royal  NigCT  Company  Bill,  2E.  JtUy  19^ 

1292. 

Sierra  Leone  Rising—Sir  D.  Chalmers' 
Report,  July  SO,  1372. 

Transvaal 

Bloemfontein    Ne^tiations,  Papers 

relating  to,  July  6,  20;  July  IS, 

692 ;  July  10,  322. 
Butler's,  Sir  W.,  Despatches,  July  10* 

308. 

Cape    Government  N^otiations— 
Explanation,  July  6,  40. 

Education  of  English-speaking  child- 
ren, July  IS,  6^. 

Franchise 

Krugei's,  President,  and  Sir  A. 
Miner's  Proposals,  July  11, 473. 

Number  of  Uitlanders  entitled  to, 
July  11,  472 ;  July  17,  998. 

Seven  Years'  Prospective  and 
Retiospec^ve  Franchise,  July 
SO,  1372. 
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Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.—cont. 
Transvaal — eont. 

Taxes  on  Food,  etc..  July  IS,  693. 
Uitlander  Population  —  Number  of 
British  Subjects,  &c.,  July  13,  692. 
West  Indies — Fruit    Steamers,  Local 
Duties  on  Rum,  etc.,  July  6,  17. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer— Rt.  Hon. 
Sir  M.  Hieks-Beacb. 

£m  Beach. 

Chancery  Division— New  Judge 

Qs.  Mr.  MacNeiU,  Mr.  Coghill ;  As.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour.  July  6, 87- 

Channel  and  Coastguard  Squadron, 
Mobilisation  of 

Q.  Su-  E.  Gonrl^ ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  July 

10,300. 

ChanninoMb.  F.  a.  [Northampton,  E.] 

Army  Estimates,  IMseussion  on,  July  SI, 
1654. 

London  Government  Bill,  Lords  Amendts., 
Qualification  of  Women,  J uly  6,  66. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July 
17,  1082  ;  July  18,  1203,  1223,  1229. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  CW.  July 

11,  543 ;  July  12,  623,  625. 

Chaplains,  Roman  Cathouc,  in  the  Navy 
S.  July  SI,  1601. 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  U-^Preaident  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  [Lincolnshire, 
Sleaford] 

Colonring  of  Margarine,  etc.,  Committee 

of  Inquiry,  July  IS,  696. 
Cottage  Homes  Bill — Select  Committee 

BeoommendationR,  July  17,  1002. 
Han  well  Barrack  School— Establishment 
of  Printing  Office  proposed,  July  IS, 
696. 

Local  Government  Board— Position  of  Mr 

H.  Owen,  July  IS,  698. 
Marylebone  Infirmaiy— Eaqwnditur^  Jtdy 

17,\m. 
Toot  Law  Children 

Hi-Treatment  of— Bristol  Case,  July 

10, 314. 
Return,  July  17,  1003. 
Poor  Law  School  Teachers,  tnUned  aJid 

certificated,  Jidy  7, 175. 
Poor  Law  Schools— Inspection  by  Educa- 
tion Department,  July  7. 175. 
Southam  Vaccination  Prosecution,  July  7, 
175. 

Steeple   Morden   Recreation  Ground- 
County  Council  Order,  July  IS,  696. 
Sutton  Schools,  Purchase  by  Metropolitan 

Asylums  Board,  July  17,  1004. 
Westminster.  Smoke  nuisance  at,  July  IS, 
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Gharterkd  Company  of  South  Africa — 
Finance 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  July  6,  18. 

Chelsea     Barracks    School  —  Lavatory 
Arrangements 

Q.  Lt.-Gol.  Piyce  Jonea;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Jultf  JO,  303. 

Chesterfield  Vaccination  Fines 

Q.  Mr.  T.  Bayley ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridlay, 

Children 

Country  Holidays — School  Attendance 

Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Sir  J.  GoiBt,  July 
IS,  698. 

Elementary  Education   [Defective  and 
Epileptic  Cliildren]  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Poor  Law  Children,  See  that  Title. 
China 

British  CoDBular  Service  —  Indian  Con- 
tribution 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan;  A.  Lord  G.  Ham- 
ilton, Jitly  6,  U. 

Kwei-cbau — Murder  of  British  Missionary, 
Mr.  Fleming,  Demand  for  dismissal 
of  Governor  of  Kwei-chau 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  7, 171. 

China,  Japan  and  Corea  [Supreme  Court] 
Order  in  Council  presented,  July  SO,  1348, 
1869. 

Chipping  Campdbn,  Open-Air  Preaching— 
Proeecution 
Qt.  Mr.  Perks,  Mr.  Bayley;  As.  Sir  M. 
W.  Ridley,  July  11,  476. 

Chiropodists,  Employment  of,  in  the  Army 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  to,  1362. 

Ohnroh  Stretton  Water  Bill 

c.  Zr.*  July  6,1. 

I.  Commona  Amendis.,  July  7, 139. 
Royal  Assent,  July  13,  663. 

Church  in  Ireland,  Glebe  Loans— Ex- 


Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry,  July 
II,  478. 

Church  of  England,  Meetines  of  Convo- 
cation— Illegal  Proceedings 
Os.  Lord  Kinnaird,  Earl  of  HaUbury,  Earl 
of  Kimborley,  Marquess  of  SaJishnry, 
JiaylO,m. 

Oity  and  Brixton  Railway  Bill 

t.  Rep.*  July  so,  1240, 
14 


Civil  Service 

Clerkships,  Return  ordered  [Mr.  Trittmil. 
July  6',  10. 

Retired   Second   Division    Clerks,  Ke- 
engageinent  of 
Q.Ut.  Bar! ley;  A.  Mr.  Hanbmy. 
July  10,  314. 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  See  Supply. 

Clanwilliam,  Earl  of 

Kingstown  Harbour— Redaction  of  StafL 
etc,  July  IS,  675. 

Clarehorbis 

Local  Govemmeoit  Improvement  ChaiKoe 
0$.  Mr.  Davitt,  Mr.  Dillon ;  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  10,  317- 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  [Caithness] 

Congfiated  Districts  Board  [Ireland]  Bill. 

2r.  July  17, 1115  J  July  18.  1267. 
County  Court  Fees,  July  7, 1»S. 
Fishery  Board,  Scotland,  July  14,  953. 

.  Lamont,  Dr.,  Prosecution  of,  JtUy  14,  923^ 
034. 

Metropolitan    Police     [Salaries]  Bill  

Financial  Resolution,  ^u/y  17,  1118. 

Military  Works  Bill,  2r.,  July  6, 128. 

Prison  Officials  in  Scotland,  Salaries.  Ji(/w7» 
209. 210.  J  - 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Sootland] 

Bill,  July  SO,  1387. 

Qaestionson  Adjournment  of  the  House — 
Motion  for  Exemption  from  Standing 
Order,  July  17,  1022. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill  con.,  July  17, 
1091,  1110;  July  18,  1219,  1229  ISSn 
1239,  1252,  1258  ;  July  19,  1307. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  MIL  wm.. 
July  IS,  lU. 

Transvaal,  Taxes  on  Food,  etc.,  July 
693. 

Trawling  in  Scottish  waters— Sale  of  Fish 
in  En^ish  Ports,  etc.,  July  I4,  902. 

Clerical  Tithes,  See  Tithe  Rent-charve 
[Bates]  BSll.  * 

Clonbrock,  Lord 

Kingstown  Harbour— Reduction  of  Stafil 

etc.,  July  IS,  673,  676,  677. 

Irish  Landowners,  Claims  of,  J'u/yi5, 1158. 

Clough,  Mr.  W.  O.  [Portsmonth] 

Greenmch  Age  Pension  Fund  —  Raising 
discussion  on  Admiralty  Vote,  Jutu  ei. 
1806.  J      «^      J  , 

Clyde 

Mussel  Beds,  .S'.,  July  14,  889,  050. 

Trawling  in  Firth  of  Clyde.  5:,  Jtily  /J, 

941,948.  ' 

Olyde  Navigation  Bill 

c.  Sep.*,  July  SO,  1390. 
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Coal  Strike,  Waives— Military  in  Glamorgan, 
Payment  to  Tradesmen 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  il.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beuh,  /v/y  iO,  3ia 


Oobham  Oas  Bill 

L  Commons  AnutuUs.,  July  6,  3. 
Jioyo;  A$tmt,  July  IS,  662. 

Cochran R,  Hon.  T.  H.  [Ayrshire,  N.] 
CHyd^  Beam  Trawling  in,  July  24,  941. 

COCKETT  TUNNELL  ACCIDENT— Inquiry 

Q.  Mr.  Randell;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Jw/y  SO, 
1379. 

COOHILL,  Mr.  D.  H.  [Stoke-upon-Trent] 

Buuness  of  the  House— Government  Busi- 
ness, Exemption  from  Standing  Older, 
July  17,  1023.  1028. 
Chancery  Division— New  Judge,»/Wye,  37. 

Lead  Poisoning— Special  Rules,  Effect  on 
the  Trade,  etc.,  July  7, 242. 

Coinage,  Austealian  Sovereigns  at  the 
Mint— Issne  of  Gold  Trade-mgot 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  ^.  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach, 
July  20,  1374. 

Coleraine  Pcwtmastbbship  Vacancv 

Q».  Mr.  Macaleese;  A».  Mr.  Hanbury, 
JWy7. 177;/u/yIO.  316. 

COLOHB,  SlE  J.  [Great  Yarmouth] 

Artillery  Practice  of  Fleets,  Priie-firing 

Retnrnfl.  etc.,  July  SI,  1606. 
Barrack  Sites,  Old  and  New— Map,  July 
17,  992. 

Cbiropndivte,  Employment  in  the  Army, 

July  SO,  1362. 
E^nimalt  Naval  Base— Bwal  Eo^eer 

Officers.  JWy  SO,  1368;  July  SI,  1647, 

1651. 

Marine  Artillery  ExanUnations,  Jviy  91, 

1S36. 

MUitary  Works  BQl,  2r.,  July  6, 100. 102. 
103, 121. 

Naval  Officere,  Instruction  of,  J«/y:fi.  1606. 

Reserve  Merchant  Cruisers,  July  SI,  1682. 

OoloniJJ  and  Foreign  Banks  Gnanntee 
Fond  Bill 

Boyal  Atteni,  July  IS,  662. 

Colonies 

Secretary  of  State— Vii.  Hon.  J.  Cbam- 
b(»rlain.  „  ,  , 

Parliamentmry  Secretary  —  Earl  of 
Sdbome. 

Prisons,  Vote  for,  July  17,  194;  July  17, 
1117. 

Recruiting  for  the  British  Army,  S„  July 
SI,  1639,  1644. 

CoLOURiNO  OF  Mahoarise,  ETC.,  Committee 
of  Inquiry 

Q   Mr.  Heilderwick;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
JulyJS,  696. 
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CoLViLLE,  Mr.  J.  [Lanark,  N.E.] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  BUI,  Con.,  July  m, 
1196,  1230. 

Vaccination   Proseeations  in  Scotland^ 

July  IS,  703. 


COHXANDS  AT  Naval  BASES,  See  NavaT 
Basea. 

Commissions  in  the  Army,  Return  pre- 
sented. July  17,  989. 

Oommons  and  Open  Spaces  Bill 

Com.,  July  10,  276. 
Sep.*  July  14,  863. 
SR.*  July  17,  985. 
e.  IB.*  July  SI,  1554.1 

Companies 

Indian — Opening  Branch  for  transfer  of 
Shares,  etc. 
Q.  SirS.  King;  A.  LordG.  Hamilton,. 
July  14,  872. 

Winding-up — Qualification  of  Irish  Official 


./Usignees  ae  Liquidators 
Q.   Mr.    Amold-rorster ; 
AtkiaBcm,  July  IS,  707. 


A.  Mr.. 


Companies  Bill 

/.  Com.,  July  SO,  1349. 

Compensation 

Exchange  Compensation,  Allowances  in 
India— Case  of  Mr.  Ross 
Q.  SirS.  King;  A.  LordG.  Hamilton, 
■  July  14,971. 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  See  that 
Title. 

Conciliation  [Trade  Dispittes]  Act,  1896,. 
Report  presented,  July  11, 428, 464. 

Conqested  Districts  Board,  Ireland 

Dillon  Estate,  Purchase  of  —  Gross  and 
Net  Rental 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr,  G.  W.. 


Mr.  T.  M.  Mealy ; 
Baifour.  July  6,  35. 

Increased  Funds — Legislation 
Q.   Mr.   Davitt ;   A.  Mr. 
Balfour,  Jul;/  6,  36. 


G.  W. 


Oongegted  Districts  Board  [Ireland]  Bill 

c.  IR.  July  10,  323. 

2r.  July  17,  1115. 

Com.  July  19,  1341. 
I.  la.'  July  €0,1367. 


Districts  Board  [Ireland]' 
18,  1267;. 


Congested 
Bill 

Financial   Resolution.  July 
Reported,  July  29,  1341. 


Congested  Districts  Board.  Scotland 

Applications  for  holdings 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Sir.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  7, 179. 
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CoMOBsTED  Districts  Board,  Scotland— 
eont. 

Bee-keeping  in  KoBS-ehire 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  11,  480. 

Crofters  and  Cottars,  See  that  Title. 

Horse  and  Cattle  Breeding— Orante-in- 

Aid 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  IS,  701. 

I%hta,  Minor,  Maintenance  of 

Q.  Mr,  Weir;  ^.  Mr.  A.  G,  Murray, 
July  SI,  1543. 

Ross.8hirB  Coast,  Lights  for 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Munay, 
July  10,  m. 

Spinning  and  Weaving 

Q.Mt.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A-  G.  Murray, 
July  13,  704. 

Telegraph  Officen  in  Comreeted  IMstriets 
Q.  Mr.  Weir :  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  12,  479. 

Consasted    Districts    [Scotland]  Act 
Amendment  Bill 

c.  IB.*  July  14,  881. 
CONSCIEMTIOVS  OBJECTOBS,' 

tion. 


See  Vaccina- 


•Constabulary,  Koyal  Irish 

Belfast  Police  Prosecniion — Case  ai  A. 
Hopkins 

Qg.  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr. 
Young,  Mr.  Davttt ;  A*.  Mr.  G. 
W.  Balfour,  July  SO.  1384. 

Disarmament  and  Re- organisation 

Qg.  Mr.  Davitt.  Mr.  Dillon;  At.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  10, 318. 

Wild  Birds  Act,  Enforcement  oi 

Os.  Earl  of  Mayo,  Earl  of  Denbigh, 

July  17,  976. 

•Consular  Service  in  China— Indian  Con- 
trilmtion 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
July  6,  14. 

■COHTBACTB,  GOVEBNHBNT  DEPARTMENTS— 

Return  ordered  [Mr.  Logan]  Ju/y  7, 162. 

'CoNTnrr  AMD  Local  Prisons,  Education  in, 
S.,  July  7,  211. 

•Convicts,  Mental  Condition  of— Medical 
Evidence 

Q.  Mr.  Yoxall ;  A,  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
July  21, 1546. 

'Convocation,  Mbxtings  of— fUegal  Fro- 
ceedii^ 

Oe.  Lord  Kinmurd,  Earl  of  HaMmiy,  Earl 
of  Kimherley,  Marquess  of  Salisbury, 

July  10,  294. 

'Cooke,  Mr.  C.  W.  R.  [Hereford] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Dmgs  Bill,  Con.  July  17, 
1060,  1091  ;  July  18,  1214,  J221 ;  July 
SO,  1488,  1498. 


CooFEB's  Hill  Ehoimeebino  (College— 
Senior  Enginews'  Grievances 
Q.  Mr.  Kimber ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hannlton, 
July  13,  6S9. 

Cordite  Storage,  near  Portsmouth 

Qa.  Admiral  Field,  Mr.  T.  G.  Bowles ;  At. 
Mr.  Goscben,  July  7, 167. 

Corea,  China,  and  Japan  [Supreme  Court] — 
Orders  in  CoancU  presented,  July  iO, 


1348,  1359. 


Cork 

Harbour — Length  of  Pier,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.    Nussey;  A.    Mr.    J.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Jidy  7,  109; 

Queen's  College,  Repeat  presented,  J uly  21, 
1000,  1AS3. 

Military  District  Contract— Canteen  and 
Mess  Co-operative  Society 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  WUlUms, 
July  6,  12 ;  Qs.  Mr.  Flynn,  Capt. 
Donelan ;  At.  Mr.  J.  P.  WUtianui, 
July  17,  993. 

Oork  Oorporation  [Finance]  Bill 

/.  Hoyal  Astent,  July  JS,  662. 

Councillors  and  Alderhen— Qualification 
of  Women 

London  Government  Bill — Mr.  Courtney's 
Amendb,  Lords  Amendte.  to,  July  6, 43. 

Country  Holidays  for  London  Children 
— School  Attendance 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July  13, 


CouNTT  Council,  Mon  agh  an,  See  Mona^un. 

County  Court  Acts,  Ireland,  Affidavit* 
under.  Return 
Q.  Mr.  D.  SnUivan  ;  A.  Mr.  AtkinMui. 
July  SO,  1382. 

County  Courts,  Vote  for,  July  7, 102;  July 
17, 1117. 

GonNTY  OFnCERS  AND  COUBTS  [IBELAND] 

Act,  1877 
Aooount  ^reeented.  July  11, 4SS,  464. 

Court  of  Pbobatb  DmsioM  [High  Court 
OF  Justice],  Ireland 

Aooonnts  presented,  July  17,  958, 980. 

Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  L.  H.  [Cornwall,  Bodmin] 

London  Government  Bill,  Lords  Amend ta. 
—Qualification  of  Women,  July  ^  43, 

6%63w 

Private  Le«;ialation  Procedure  [Scotland} 
BUI,  July  SO,  1387. 

Tithe  Reut-oharge  [Bates]  KU,  Com.,Jul9 

11,  m. 

Transvaal,  Franchise — Xumlier  of  Uit- 
landers  entitled  to  vote  for  First  VolkA- 
raad,  July  17, 999. 
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Oottaca  Homes  Bill 

e.  Rep.  from  Select  Com.,  July  7,  166. 

Cottage  Homes  Bill 

Select  Committee 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  :  A,  Mr.  Chaplin, 
July  17, 1002;  Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease ; 
A.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  J^u/y  ^1, 1547. 

"  Times  "  Publication 

Os.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease.  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mr.  Panlton,  July  17,  1013. 

COTTABS,  See  Crofters  and  Cottara. 

CowpEB,  Earl 

Seats  for  Shop  ABsistaots  Bill,  C&m.,  July 

is,m, 

Cranbobne,  Viscount  [Rochester] 

Naval  Dockyank,  Workmen  io,  and  the 
Wnkmen's  Compensation  Act,  July  SI, 
1601. 

Prisons  Vote— Discassing  Scotch  Queafcions 
on.  July  7,  210. 

Cbilly,  Mb.  D.  [Mayo,  N.] 

Chief  Crown  Solictor,  Ireland — Office  of 
Second  Asnstant,  July  10, 319. 

Crdixs  and  Outbaoes,  Ireland— Agrarian 
Ontiaces,  Retnm  presented,  July  jSO, 
1347. Tm 

Cbdcinal  Lunatic  Asttlum,  Bboadmooe, 
Vote  for,  July  7,  220  ;  July  i  7,  1117. 

CsnuNAL  Sentesces,  Excessive— Case  of 
Todmorden  Boys 

Qfc  Sir  F.  Flannery  ;  As.  Sir  M.  W. 
Bidlcy,  July  IS,  1173 ;  July  20, 1376. 


GBXPPS,  Mb.  C.  a.  [Gloucester,  Stroud] 
Tithe  Rent-charge  [Batei«]  BUI,  Com.,J\ 
10,  3S7,  358,  8& ;  July  11,  633,  S65,  6' 


Cboftrbs  AND  Cottars 

AppUcations  for  Land,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  G.  Murray, 

July  14,  881. 
Holdings 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  IS,  703. 

Migration  from  the  Highlands 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  14,  880. 
See  also  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

Cbollt  Bridge  Postal  Arranqemexts 

Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  7, 177. 

CBOHBIE,  Mb.  J.  W.  [Kincardineshire] 

School  Registers  in  Scotland — New  Code, 
July  SI,  1543. 

Tunis,  British  and   French  Exports — 
Retnm,  July  14,  873. 

VOL.  LXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


Cromer  Protection  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  14,  867. 

Cross,  Mr.  A.  [Glasgow,  Camlachie] 

Justice,  Administration  of,  in  Scotland — 
Prosecution  of  Dr.  Lament,  July  14, 933. 

Osprey,  Destruction  of,  in  Scotland — 
Penalty,        ^,  1377. 

Sole  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July 
17, 1064 ;  July  18, 1202,  1232  ;  July  s5» 
1488. 

Cross,  Viscount— Zorrf  Privy  Seal 

Commons  and  Open  Spaces  Bill,  Com., 
July  10, 276,  277,  279,  282,  283,  284,  285» 
286.  287,  288,  289  ;  July  3,  17,  985. 

Estate  Duty  Valuation  —  Government 
Valuers,  July  10,  291. 

Finance  Act,  1894,  Difficulties  of  Interpre- 
tation— Committee  of  Inq^airy,  July  7, 
142. 

Seats  ivtt  Shop  Assistants  Bill,  Com.,  July 
IS,  672. 

Cbowh  SoLicnoR,  Ireland,  See  Solldtors. 
CUBBENCT.  Indian,  Stt  India. 
Customs 

Local  Taxation  [Costomsand  E^mse]  Act, 
\eSfS,  Retnm  presented,  JAdy  10, 300. 

Officers'  Uniforms 
Ireland,  Officers  in 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  vl.  Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beach,  JiUy  17, 1001. 

Watchers'  Uniforms 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, July  14,  877. 

Cyprus  Tribute,  Ransoms  paid  to  Brigands 
— Col.  Synge  and  Mr.  outer 
Q.  Blr.  Pierpoint;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Ju^y 
SI,  1640. 

"Daily  News"— Licensing  Commissimt  Re- 
port, Premature  PubUcation 
Qs.  Mr.  Young,  Mr,  Flynn ;  At.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  J^K/y  7, 173. 

Dalziel,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Burghs] 

Ansell,  Mary,  Case  of,  July  17^  1002; 

July  18, 1171. 
Business  of  the  House  —  Condition  of 

Supply,  etc.,  Jtdy  17, 1033. 
Milner's,  Sir  A.,  Despatch  of  May  4th* 

July  17,  999. 
Teachers*  Superannuation  Act.  July  18, 

1171. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.* 
July  11,  SIO;  July  IS,  771,  788,  84% 
869. 

Dartmouth,  Earl  of 

Volunteer  RiSe  Ranges  closed  since  issue 
of  Lee-Metfoid  Kfle,  July  13;  977,  983. 
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Davey,  Lobd 

Commona  and  Open  Spaces  Bill,  Com., 
July  10,  280,  284,  285,  287. 

Davitt,  Mr.  M.  [Mayo,  S.] 

Alaska  Boundary  Question  —  Parlia- 
mentary Papers,  July  £J,  1541. 

Belfast  Police  Prosecution — Case  of  A. 
Hopkins,  July  ZO,  1385. 

Congested  Districts  Board  [Ireland]  Bill, 
Jidy  6,  S6 ;  iR.,  JiUy  10,  323  ;  2R.,  July 
17,  1116 ;  Com.,  Ju^  13, 18^ 

Conatabulary,  Royal  Irish— Disarmament 
and  Reorganisation,  Juiy  10,  318. 

Expanding  Bullets,  Manufacture  of,  and 
supply  to  Troops  in  South  Africa,  July 
10,  302  ;  July  11,  468  ;  July  IS,  687. 

India,  Legislative  Councils,  Native  and 
British  Subjects,  July  tO,  1366. 

Japanese  Labour  in  Mines  in  British 
Colnmbia,  July  IS,  691 ;  JttlySO,  1371. 

Kingstown  Mail  Packet  Pier— Newsman's 
Grie\*ance— Case  of  D.  Stephois,  July 
21, 155a 

Local  Government  Improvement  Chaiges 
— Castlerea,  Claremorria,  etc,  July  10, 
317. 

Natal,  British  Indians  in — Franchise,  etc., 
July  30, 1371. 

Prison  Warders'  Grievances,  July  7,  207, 
213. 

Royal  Niger  Company — Treaties,  July  6, 
23. 

"Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July  SO, 
1464. 

:Sainoa — Parliamentary  Papers,  July  SI, 
1541. 

Scottish  Schools,  Teaching  Irish  History 
in,  proposed,  July  SO,  1377. 

Strabane  Town  Commisaioners  —  Water 
Charges,  July  11,  482. 

Transvaal 

Franchise  —  Number  of  Uitlanders 
entitled  to  vote  for  First  Volksraad, 
July  17,  999. 

Military  preparations  —  "  Times  " 
publication,  Jvly  14,  885. 

Papers  relating  to,  July  SO,  1373. 

Deaf  and  Blind,  Schools  for.  Report  pre- 
sented, July  SO,  1347. 

Death  Duties— Finance  Act,  1894. 
Difficulties  of  Interpretation  of  Act 

Os.  Earl  of  Iddesleigh,  Viscount  Cross, 
July  7,  141. 

Ej)tate    Duty    Valuation — Government 
Valuers 

Q.  Earl  of  Bradford  ;  A.  Viacoant 

Cross,  Jvlj/  7,  142;  Os.  Earl  of 
Morley,  Viscount  Cross,  Earl  of 
Kimberlev,  Marquess  of  Salisbuty, 
July  10,  290. 
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Debates,  See  "  Parliamentary  Debatei." 

Debtors,  Imprisonment  of 

Treatment  in  Prisons,  Home  Office  Cir^ 
cular,  etc,  S.,  July  7,  104, 198, 199. 

Dedication  of  Land,  See  Land  Dedication 

Bia 

Deer  Forest  Return 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Munr. 
Jvly  21, 1545.  ^ 

Defective  and  Epileptic  Children 

Elementary  Edncatioo   [Defective  and 
Epileptic  ChUdren]  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Sutton  Schools,  Purchase  hy  Metropc^Ua 
Asylnms  Board— Question  of  Ae- 

commodation. 
Q.  Mr.  Trevelyan ;  A.  Mr.  Chulin, 

Jitly  17,  1003. 

Delaooa  Bay  Arbitration 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Brodtick,  JW/y  JO, 

305. 

Denbigh,  Earl  of 

Kingstown  Harbour  Management,  Redne- 
tion  of  Staff,  July  IS,  676. 

Wild  Birds  Protection  Act,  Ireland,  En- 
forcement of,  July  17,  976. 

Denbigh   Light   Railways,  Order  pre 
sented,  July  IS,  666.  679. 

Denny,  Col.  J.  M.  [Kilmarnock  Burghs] 

Expanding  Bullets,  Experiments  with, 
Jtdy  20,  1364. 

Sale  of  Food  and  DrosB  Bill.  Con.,  JtUy  1», 
1330. 

Derby  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

I.  Itep.' Jvly  14, 
Sr.*  July  so,  1346. 

Derelicts  in  the  Atlantic— Searching  for 
by  H.M.  Ships 
Q,  Mr.  Macdona;  A.  Mr.  Goachen,  Jidw 
11,  466. 

Devon  Light  Railways,  Order  presented. 

July  13,  665.  679. 

Devonshire,  Duke  or—Lord  President  o/du 
Covneil. 

Education  Department,  Re-organjsatiiw. 
July  21,  1527. 

University  of  London  Act  [1898]  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2R.,  July  £1,  1524. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.  [GloooMter. 

Forest  of  Dean] 

Army,  Strength  of — Failure  of  Recnutaag^ 

etc.,  July  21,  1623. 

Artillery,  Strength  of,  etc.,  July  SI,  1628. 

Boy  Sailors  for  the  Navy  and  Mweaatile 
Slarine,  July  Si,  1 542.,  . 
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DiLKE,  Rt.  Hon.  Sm  C.  W.—eont. 

Brickfield  Labour,  July  7,  225. 

Btinneu  of  the  Houae— Winding  up  the 
BnuDess  of  the  Session — Exemption 
from  Standing  Order,  July  17, 1020. 

Cottage  Homea  Bill— Select  Committee 
Recommendations,  Jvty  17, 1002. 

County  Conrta — Bednctitm  of  Fees,  July 
7,  m. 

Fruit  Freserrine  Factories — Overtime 
Employment  of  Women  in  washing 
botties.  July  6,  20 ;  July  17, 1020 ;  July 
18, 1268. 

Home  Office  Annual  Reports,  Delay  in 
Pablication.  etc..  July  7, 220. 

Lead  Pt^ning  Legislation,  July  6,  31, 
220. 

Manning  the  Navy  Depntatimi,  July  tl, 
1606. 

Naval  Officers,  Instruction  in  Strategy, 
July  20,  1362. 

Newfoundland  Treaty  Shore,  etc.,  July  14, 
674. 

Phosphorus  Poisoning,  J tdy  7,  220. 

Rusrian  Naval  Programme,  July  31,  1685. 

tiervice  Franchise  Bill.  July  SO,  1386. 

-Sweated  Difitricts— Failure  of  Act  of  1895, 
July  7,  225. 

AVaima  Inddent— Compensation  Claims* 
July  11, 470. 

Water-tnbe  Boilras  and  Navid  ^hips- 
Foreign  Navies,  etc.,  July  21, 1560. 

West  Ham  Ward  Divisions,  July  6,  31. 

Dillon  Estate,  Purchase  of 

(;h>ss  and  Net  Rental 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  6,  35. 

Dillon,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.] 

A,'riculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
^Ireland]  Bill,  Financial  Resolution, 
July  10,  423 

Bilfast  Police  Prosecution— Case  of  A. 
Hopkinf.,  JiUy  -V,  1384. 

Baninens  of  the  Hou-^e.  Juhf  10,  321  ;  July 
IS,  1174;  Jiilij  20,  1388. 

Government    Business,  Exemption 
from  Standing  Order,  Jidy  17, 1024. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  Diwmament 
and  Reorganisation,  July  10,  318. 

Debtors,  Treatment  of  in  Prisons,  alter- 
ations, July  7, 198. 

Expanding  Bullets  —  Experiments,  etc., 
July  10,  302;  July  11,  468;  July  IS, 
688. 

Irish  Supply  —  Business  of  the  House  ; 

July  6-,  38  ;  July  7,  187. 
Local  (loverninent  Improvement  Charges, 

July  10,  318. 
London  (Jovemiiient   Bill — Qualification 

of  Women,  Lortls  A  memlts,  J uly  6,  52. 
Military  Works  Bill,  2r.,  July  6,  126. 
19 


Dillon,  Mb.  S.—cont. 

Natal,  British  Indiana  in— Franchise,  ete., 
July  SO,  1370. 

Navy 

Mancenvrea—  "  Times  "  Pnblicatum, 
July  14,  886. 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplains,  July  tl, 
1601. 

Royal  Niger  Company  Capital,  July  14, 
875. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July  IS, 
1240. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Ireland]  Bill— Trea- 
sury Memorandum,  July  G,  36 ;  July  7, 
185. 

ntfae  Rent  chanre  [Rateti]  Bill,  Com., 
July  11,  624  ;  July  IS,  734. 

Transvaal  Question 

Bloemfontein  Negotiations,  Papers 
relating  to,- July  6,  20;  July  IS, 
692. 

Butler's,  Sir  W.,  Despatches,  Jidy  10, 
308. 

MUitaxy  PreparationB,  J uhf  IS,  689 — 
"Times"  Reports,  July  hi,  687; 
July  14,  885. 

Tyrone  Connty,  Fwr  Rents,  July  6,  34; 
July  IS,  705. 

diflohatic  and  consular  service  in 
China 
Indiui  Contribution 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Ham- 
ilton, July  6,  14. 

Diseases  of  Animals,  See  Aniuals. 

Disfranchisement 

Non-payment  of  Rates  in  Scotland 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  14,  882. 

Dispensary  Districts,  Ireland 

Doctors'  Holidays— Snhstitates'  Salaries, 

&c. 

Qs.  Mr.  Young ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  7,  184  ;  July  11,  482. 

Urlingford  Dbtrict — Re-arrangement 
Q.  Mr.  M'Dermott;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  13,  707. 

District  Councils 

Casliel  Printing  Contract 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 

July  6,  34. 

Portelade  Urlian  District  Council,  Chargen 
aitainst 

Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  July  11,  477. 

DinsioN  Lobbies,  Ventilation  of 

Q,  Sir  E.  Bassoon  ;  A.  Mr.  Akers-DonglaH, 
July  18, 1170. 

Dockyards,  Naval 

Employee^  Grievances — Debate  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  J  uly 1  jM.  . 
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Doo  Muzzling  Order  in  Yorkshire 

Q.  Col.  Uuoter  ;  A.  Mr.  Lods,  July  17, 
1000. 

Dogs  Regulation  [Ireland]  Act,  1865 

Account  presented,  ^u/y  7,  162;  July  10, 

m 

Donegal  J^isHiNG  Company 

Appeal  under  Factories  Act — Statutory 
Notice 

Qs.  Mr.   Tennant;  As.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  6,  29 ;  July  £0,  1377. 

DONBLAN,  Capt.,  A.  J.  C.  [Cork,  E.] 

Alderahot  Straw  Supplies,  July  12,  469. 
Army  Recruits,  Under  Agfi  Beemita,  July 


Limy  a 
6,12. 


Canteen  and  Mess  Co-operative  Society — 
Cork  Military  District  Contract,  July  6, 
13  ;  July  17,  994. 

Food  Inspectors,  Ireland,  Office  of,  July 
m,  1383. 

Naval  Stores,  Condemned,  JiUy  11,  467. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  A.—Firtt  Commis- 
sioner of  Works  [Kent,  St.  Angnstine's] 

Buckingham  Palace,  Opening  to  the 
Publw,  July  14,  877. 

Division  Lobbies,  Ventilation  of,  July  IS, 
1171. 

Edinburgh  Castle,  Opening  to  the  Public 
July  n,  1547. 

Hertford  House  Art  Collection,  July  10, 
314. 

Rotten  Row,  Cleaning  oat  gullies,  etCi 
nnsuitable  honnf ,  July  6, 84.  . 

SoutJi  Ken^ngton  Museum,  New  Build* 
ings— Clock  for  exteriw,  luropoBed,  July 
7.  174. 

Dkage,  Mb.  G.  [Derby] 

Lead  Poisoning,  etc.,  July  7,  248. 

Dublin 

Excise  Officers  —  Replacing  first-class 
Officers  W  Asebtants 
Q.  Mr.  D.  Sullivan ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hioka- 
Beach,  July  SO,  1S74. 

Factories  Act  Appeal  case— Paterson  f. 
Donegal  Fishing  Company 
Qs.  Mr.  Tennant ;  As.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  6,  29  ;  July  30,  1377. 

Kingstown  Harbour-  Redaction  of  StafT, 
etc. 

Os.  Lord  Clonbrock,  Earl  of  Clan- 
William,  Earl  of  Denbigh,  Marquess 
of  Londonderry  July  IS,  673. 

Land  Acts,  Landowners'  Convention  Reso- 
lutions 

0.  Lord  Inchiquin,  July  18,  1128. 

Post  Office — "Learners"  performing  des- 
patching duties 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  17,  1007. 
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Dublin  Corporation  Bill 

Select  Com.,  Attendance  of  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell  as  witness,  July  6,  8  :  July  7, 
139. 

DVCKWOBTH,  Mb.  J.  [Lancashire,  Middleton} 
Sale  of  Food  wd  Drugs  Bill.  Con. .  July  27> 
1083,11(37;  July  SO,  1475. 

DuH-DUH  Bullet 

India,  Return  Presented,  July  6,  9. 
See  also  Title  Expanding  Bullets. 

DuaooHBB,  Hon.  H.  V.  [Cumberland,  Egi«- 
mmt] 

Mjlitary  Works  Bill,  Sr.,  July  6, 115. 

Volunteers 

Camp  Tents,  July  IS,  683. 
Uniforlns— Infantry  Sa^  etc.,  JtUy 
A  683. 


DUNDALK  POSTMASTERSHIP 

Q.  BIr.  Macaleese;  A. 
July  7, 177. 


Mr.  Hanbnry, 


Dundee  Oas,  Street  IminoTeiiuiitBi  and 
Tramways  Bill 

I.  Royal  Amni.  July  IS,  662. 

Dutch  Army  and  British  Subjects  in 
Batavia 

Q.  Lord  C.  Beresford ;  A.  Mr.  Brodiiek, 
July  7, 170. 

Dtes,  Artificial,  fob  Naty  Serqb 

Q.  Lord  C.  Beresford ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
July  17,  991. 

East  India,  Set  India. 

Edinburgh  Castlb 

Opening  to  the  Public— New  arrangement 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  ^.  Mr.  Akets-Donglas, 

July  SI,  1547. 

BcUnbui^  Corporation  Bill 
I.  Royed  AuetU,  July  13, 662. 

Education 

Lord  President  of  the  Council — Dake  of 

Devonshire. 
Vice-President  of  the  CouncM— Sir  J.  E. 

U<HBt. 

Blind  and  Deaf,  Schools  for.  Report  jwe- 

sented,  July  SO,  1347- 

Elementary   Education  [Defective  and 
Epileptic  Children]  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Fairfield    Road,  Bristol,   Hi^er  Grade 
School — Science  andArt  Department 
refusing  t*)  recognise 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wills ;  A.  Sir  J.  G<nst» 
July  6,  B4. 

Half-timers.  S.  July  7, 251. 

Irish  Qnestions 

Agricultural  Instruction 

Q.  Mr.  O'MaUey  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour, /ii/yj?i.l&5U 
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EDtrCATION— 4mif. 

Irish  QaestioDs — cont. 

Celtic  Language,  ExaniinatioD  Stan 
dard 

Q.  Mr.  O'Malley ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W, 
Balfour,  July  21,  1552. 

Qaeen's  Colleges,  See  that  Title. 

Wicklow  School  Attendance  Commit 
tee 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A.  Mr.  G 
W.  Balfour,  July  11,  482. 

London  School  Board,  Science  and  Art 
Classes — Illegal  Expenditure 
Q*.  Mr.  E.  Cecil,  Mr.  J.  Lowther ; 
As.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July  17,  1004. 

Poor  Law  Children,  See  that  Title. 

Prisons,  Education  in,  S.  July  7,  211. 

Beformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  See 
that  Title. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Conmnl  pre- 
sented, July  19, 1270. 

School  Attendance— Children's  Country 
Holidays 

Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Sir  J.  GorBt,  Jtdy 

13,  m. 

Scotch  Questions 

Irish  History,  teaching  in  Schools, 
proposted 
Q.  Mr.  Davitt;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  m,  1377. 

Orphan  Homes  —  Education  Depart- 
ment Decision 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron  ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  14,  S84. 

Beformatory  and  Industrial  Schools — 
Education  under  English  Code,  etc, 

S.,  July  7,  214. 

School  Inspection 

Inadequacy  of  Staff 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  7, 178. 

Wester  Ross  Schools 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  6,  28. 

"School  Registers — New  Code 

Q.  Mr.  Crombie;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  21,  1543. 

Secondary  Education  Grant,  Banfishire 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderbnm ;  A.  Mr. 

A.  G.  Murray,  July  14,  883. 

Secondary  Education,  Technical  Educa- 
tion, and  Teachers,  See  those  Titles. 

Transvaal — Education  of  English-speaking 
Children  and  the  Dutch  Language 
Qs.  Mr.  Wharton.  Dr.  Clark  ;  A:  Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  July  IS,  092. 

Xdncation  [Eaglaod  and  Wales]  Bill 

c  IB.*  July  18,  1176. 
^>UCATIOM  DePABTMENT 

Reorganisation,  D^e  [A]  July  fi,  1S24. 
Board  of  Education  KlU  8u  that 


Title. 
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Education  Department  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  [Liverpool]  Kll 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  661. 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order 
Oonflrmation  [London]  BUI 

c.  2R.'  July  10,  299. 

Education  of  Children  Bill 

I.  Sr.*  July  6,  6. 

Royal  Assent,  July  JJ,  681. 

Education  and  Local  Taxation  Account 
[Scotland]  Act,  1892,  Ketnni  present- 
ed, July  10,  300. 

Egyptian  Exiles  in  Ceylon 

Q.  Lt-Col.  Piyce-Jones ;  ^.  Mr.  Bivdrick, 
Julys,  17, 

Egyptian  Lighthouses 

Net  Revenue — Construction  of  Red  Sea 
Lights 

Q.  Sir  T.  Sntherland ;  ^.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  July  !20,  1368. 

Electric  T.ig»i<j«y  Act  [1882]  Amendment 
Bill 

e.  IE.*  July  18, 1176. 
Electric  Lighting  [Clauses]  Bill 

c  3b.*  July  19,  1344. 
1.  ivt.*  July  HO,  1357. 

Electric  T.ij»fcMiig  Provisional  Order  [No.  S\ 
BiU 

JBoyal  AtmUt  July  13, 661. 

Electric  Tiighting  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  S]  Bill 

I.  Royal  Astent,  July  13,  601. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  6]  Bill 

Royal  Assent,  July  JJ,  661. 

Electric  T.igTiivitig  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  7]  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  661. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  8]  BiU 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  661. 

Bleetiicldi^ting  Provisional  Order  [No.  U 
BiU 

c.  3r.*  July  6,  8. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  661. 

Electric    T.<gi<fc*iig    Provisional  Order 
[No.  10]  BiU 
e.  Sep.*  July  14,  866. 
3B.*  Jvly  17,  088. 
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Electric  Lightrng   FrorMoiul  Ordfln 

[No.  11]  Bill 

e.  Sep.*  Jnhi  14,  866. 
Sr.*  July' 17,  9SS 


Electoic   Tiighting   ProTisional  Orders 
[No.  12]  BUI 

e.  2R.*  Juhf  7,  160. 
Bep*  J  ill  If  20,  1357. 
Sr.*  July'^l,  1532. 
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Jvly  6—31. 

Ellis,  Mb.  J.  E.— <on<. 

Niger  Proteotorato,  British  Trade  in.  Jvlf 

10,         July  IS,  fm. 

PriTate  Lc^lation  Prooedore  [SoMtatid] 

BUI.  July  IS,  708. 
Railway  Time  Tables,  Pablication  of, 
July  11,  475. 


Blectric   Lighting   ProTifljioiui  Orders 

[No.  13]  BiU 

c.  2r.*  Jnly  7,  l(iO. 
Bep."  Jvly  JO,  1358. 
Sr.*  July  21,  1532. 

Electric   Lifflitiiig   Provisional  Orders 
[No.  14]  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  14,  866. 
Sr.*  July  17,  988. 

Blectoic   Lighting   Frovidinial  Orders 

[No.  15]  BiU 

e.  Hep*  July  U,  866. 
Sr.*  July  17,  OSS. 

Electric   Lighting   Provisional  Orders 
[No.  16]  BiU 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  661. 

Electric   Lighting   Provisional  Orders 

[No.  17]  BUI 

I.  2R.*  July  11,  427. 
Com.  July  1343. 

Electric    Lighting   Frovisioiial  Order 

[No.  18]  BUI 
/.  Royai  Assent,  July  IS,  661. 

Electric   Lighting   Frovisioiial  Ordos 

[No.  19]  BUI 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  661. 

Electric    Lighting    Frovisioiial  Order 

[No.  20]  BUI 

c  Rep.'  Julu  7,  160. 

Sr.*  Juhf'iu,  298. 
/.  IR.*  Juhi  III,  275. 

Sr.*  Jul)i  14,  862. 

Com.*  July  IT,  957. 

Blehbntary  Education  [Defective  and 
Epileptic  Children]  Petition  for 
Le^slation,  July  Sly  1532. 

EIementai7  Education  [Defective  and 
EpUeptic  OhUdren]  BUI 

I.  Rep.*  July  ti,  6. 

ZR.*July7,l5S. 
c.  IJL*  July  20,  1389. 

Ellis,  Mr.  J.  £.  [Xottinghamsliire,  Roshelift] 

'   British  South  Africa  Company'a  Accountt, 

Jvly  G,  18. 
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Transvaal,  Special  Service  Officers  de- 
spatched to  South  Africa,  July  11, 473. 

Enfield  Small  Arms  Factory 

Accident — Ca»e  of  H.  Homer 

Q.  Capt.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  18, 1168. 

Engineers 

Commands  at  Naval  Bases,  See  Naval 

Bases. 

Cooper's  Hill  Engineering  College— Senwr 
Engineers'  Grievances 
Q.  Mr.  Kimher ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton^ 
July  IS,  689. 
EDglneera'  Strike  and  Naval  Contracts, 
S.  July  31,  1576,  1390. 

Scottish  County  Local  Authorities  and 
Consulting  Eninneers — Difficulties 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray. 
Jvly  IS,  703. 

Enusthent,  See  Army. 

Epileptic   Children.   Su  Defective  and 

Epileptic  Children. 

Equausation  of  Kates,  London— Return 
Ordered  [Mr.  T.  W.  Russell],  Jvly  31, 
1533. 

ESMONDE,  Sir  T.  [Kerry,  W.] 

Celtic  Gold  Ornaments  and  Irish  Treasure 
Trove,  July  17,  1012. 

Kin^town  Newsman's  Grievances — Case 
of  D.  Stephens,  July  SI,  1549. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  BUI.  Con.,  July  27, 
1060,  1061 ;  July  IS,  1195. 

EsQViMALT  Command  and   the  Koyal 
Engineers 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

July  20,  1363. 
S„Julytl,  1647. 

Essex  —  Light  Biulway,  Order  wesentod, 
Jvly  IS,  665,  679. 

Estate  Duty,  See  Doath  DntieB. 

Estimates,  See  Supply. 

Evans,  Mr.  S.  [Glamorgan,  Mid] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  Jyjy  17, 
1078,  1082,  1109. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  BUI,  Com.. 
July  10,  S54,  358,  376,  392,  393,  402.  406. 
409  ;  Jvly  11,  484, 485, 544,  567 ;  Jt^  13^ 
747,  756,  776,  823.  830,  840.  862. 

Wednesday  Sittings  of  the  Hooae — Ex- 
emption of  Standing  Order.  Jvlff  33» 
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EVXDKNCE  Act  [Lord  Brougham's] 

Q.  Mr.  Lewis ;  il.  Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  July 
to,  13S1. 

KxcHAKOE  Compensation  Allowances  in 
India 

Cuo  of  Mr.  Rom 

Q.   Sir  S.   King;  A.  Lord  George 
Hamilton,  Juiy  14,  S(i> 

Excise 

Dublin  Excise  Officers— Replacing  first- 
class  Otlicers  by  Asaistanta 
Q.  Mr.  D.  Sullivan  ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Jul;/  20,  137i. 

ExPANDiNQ  Bullets 

Dmn-dam  Bullets— Indian  Return  pre- 
sented, July  6,  9. 

MarlE  IV.,  Manufacture  of,  and  supply  to 
Troops  in  South  Africa,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Davitt,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr. 
McNeill;  As.  Mr.  Wyndbam,  July 
10, 302.  Qs.  Mr.  Davitt.  Mr.  Dillon  ; 
As.  Mr.  Wyodhaiu,  July  11,  468  ; 
Jidy  IS,  687.  Q.  Col.  Denny ;  A. 
Mr.  Wyndbam,  Juli/  SO,  1364. 

Explosives 

Cordite  Storage  near  Portsmouth 

Qs.  Admiral  Field,  Mr.  T.  G.  Bowles  5 

As.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  7,  167. 

Toulon  Magazine  Ex[)lo»tion,  See  that  Title. 

Factobies  and  WOBK-SHOP-S 

Appeal  under  Factory  Acts,  Failure  of,  in 
Dublin— Pfltersou  o.  Donegal  Fish- 
ing Company 
Qs.   Mr.  Tennant  ;  As.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Jufy  'j,  29  ;  Jnly  20,  1377. 

Arbitration  on  Special  Rules,  5.,  July  7, 
224,  226,  240. 

Home  Office  Annual  Reports,  delay  in 
publishing,  S.,  July  7,  'iiO. 

Inspectors—Administration  of  Factories 
Acts,  etc.,  S.,July  7,  224,  239,  261,  262. 

Locomotives   in    Factories  —  Cammell's 
Works,  Sheffield,  Fatality 
Q.  Mr.  Tennant ;  A.  SirM.  W.  Ridley, 
July  20,  1376. 
Ontworlcers  —  Return,  Motion  [Earl  of 

Abenieen],  July  17,  984. 
Phosphonw  and  Lead  Poisoning,  See  those 
Titles. 

Re-organisation  of  the  Factory  Depart- 
mentr— Increase  of  Staff,  etc.,  S.,  July  7, 
239. 

Washing  Bottles— 0^■ertinle  employment 
of  AVomen  in  Fruit  Preserving 
Factories 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  :  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
July  6,  29  ;  Notice  of  Motion  [Sir  J. 
Rankin],  July  18,  1208. 

Fair  Rents,  Ireland,  See  Land  Commissitm. 
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Fairfield  Road,  Bristol,  Higher  Grade 
School 

Science  and  Art  Department  refuung  to 

recognise 

Q.  Sir  W.  Wills;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  6,  24. 

Farnham,  Lord 

Irish  Landowners  and  the  Land  Acts — 
Compensation,  July  18,  1140. 

Farquharson,  Dr.  [Aberdeenshire,  W.j 

Hertford  House  Art  Collections,  Opening 
to  the  Public,  July  10,  314. 

Lamont  Dr.,  Prosecution  of,  July  14,  931. 
Lunai^  Bill,  July  10,  321. 
Prisons  Vote— Discussing  Scotch  Ques- 
tions oa,July7, 210. 
Private  Lenslation  Procedure  [Scotiand] 

BUI,  July  ii,  481. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  July  23,  709. 
Scotch  Fishing  Questions— Scientific  In- 
vestigations, July  14,  910. 

Ferguson,  Mr.  R.  C.  M.  [Leith  Burghs] 

Fisheries,  Scotland,  Supply  of  Bait,  etc.> 
J^Uy  14,  901. 

Ferqusson,  Sir  J.  [Manchester,  N,E.] 

Grenadier  Guards,  loss  of  Canteen  Stares 
in  the  Nile— CompeuBatioo  Claims,  J uly 
Zl,  1552. 

MiUtaiy  Works  BUI,  2R.,  July  6,  123. 

Nelson  Monument  on  Portsdown  HUl, 
Restoration  of,  July  18,  U67. 

New  York  British  Consuhir  Shipping 
Office— Crimping,  etc.,  July  10,  306. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drngs  Bill,  Con.,  July  19, 
1326. 

Volunteer  Vote— Business  of  the  House, 

July  17, 1012. 
War  Office  Vote— Businetis  of  the  Houses 

July  17, 1025. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act 

District  Agricultural  Analysts— Appoint- 
ments 

Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron;  A.  Mr.  Long, 
July  IS,  694. 

Fever  in  County  Galwav 

Q.  Mr.  O'Malley;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  6,  33. 

Field,  Admiral  [Sussex,  Eastbourne] 

Cordite  Storage  near  Portsmouth,  J  uly  7, 
167. 

Lamont,  Dr.,  Prosecution  of,  J»ly  14,  930. 
Reformatory  uid  Industrial  SchooU  and 
TrainiuK  Ship*,  SyBten*  of  Management, 
etc,  July  7, 217. 
ShipbuUding  and   Admiralty   Votes  — 
Business  of  the  House,  July  7,  187. 

Toulon  Magazine  Explosion,  J'u/y  21, 1541, 
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Field,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St.  Patrick] 

America,  South,  Cattle  Trade, — Black- 
listed Ships,  JiUy  7,  173  ;  July  77,  999. 

Baltimore  Railway  and  Pier,  Completion 
of,  Contributions,  July  17,  1011. 

Cable  Communication  mth  Ireland,  July 
17,  1007. 

Land  Commission — Annual  Report,  July 
17,  1010. 

Land  Judges'  Coart,  Estates  in—  Return, 
July  17,  1010. 

FlLE-CUTTIKG  iNDUffTRT,  S.,  July  7,  225. 

Finance  Act,  1894 

Death  Duties,  See  that  Title. 

Difficulties  of  Interpretation 

Oa.  Earl  of  Iddealeigh.  £ar1  of  Brad- 
ford, Viscount  Cross,  July  7, 141. 

Finance:  Act,  1899 

StockhroKeis  and  the  Stamp  Duty 

Q.  Sir  C.  Cayzeri  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  July  14, 884. 

Finance  of  India 

Accounts  and  Estunates,  1899  -  1900, 
Memorandum  presented,  July  19,  1269  ; 
July  20,  1347. 

Fine  or  IminiBoiiment  [Scotland  and 
Ireland]  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  661. 

Fines,  etc.,  Ireland,  Abstract  of  Accounts 
presented,  July  7, 102 ;  July  10,  376. 

Finlay,  Sir  K.  B.—SolieUor'Oeneral  [Inver- 
ness Burghs] 

Brougham's,  Lord,  Evidence  Act,  July  20, 
1381. 

County  Court  Fees,  July  7,  193. 

Law  Officers'  Clerks,  Payment  of,  etc., 
July  7,  190,  191,  192. 

London  Government  Bill,  Lords  Amendta., 
July  6,  80,  81. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July  17, 
1078,  1079,  1104  [  July  18,  1216,  1230, 
1231,  1240,  1245,  1250,  1256;  July  19, 
1309,  1310 ;  JtUy  m,  1450,  1458,  1406, 
1459,  1465,  1480,  1482,  1487,  1494. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
10,  409:  July  IS,  716,  719,  723,  728, 
743.  745,  746,  747,  748,  772,  788^  790, 
817,  853. 

Fisheries 

Fresh  Water  Fisheries,  Report  presented, 
July  6,  3,  8. 

Irish  Questions 

Admiralty  and   the  enforcement  of 

bye-laws,  S.  July  21, 1611,  1613. 
Paterson  v.  Donegal  Fishing  Company 
Qs.  Mr.  Tennant ;  As.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  €,  29 ;  July  SO, 
1377. 

Trawling,  Su  that  Title. 
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Fisheries — cont. 

Newfoundland  Fisheries — Bait  Dispnte 
Qs.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  T.  G.  Bowles ; 
As.   Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  July  4t 
874. 

Northern  Fisheries  Conference 

Qs.  Sir  W.  W'edderbum,  Mr.  J.  Low- 
ther ;  As,  Mr.  Brodrick,  July  14, 
874. 

St.  Petersburg,  Herring  Trade  with 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  JkJ^ 

10,  305. 

Salmon  and  Fresh-water  Fisheries  [Ens- 
land  and  Wales],  Report  presentea, 

July  6,  .1,  8. 

Scotch  Questions 

Applications  for  boats,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  14,  880. 

Bait,  Scarcity  of — Debate  in  Com.  tA 
Supply,  J'lhj  14,  889. 

Cruiserx — Crews'  Leave  of  Absence, 

etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  11,  480  ;  8.  July 
14,  899,  913.  944,  950. 

Foreign  Trawlers  in  Moray  Firth,  etc. 
Deorttc  in  Com.  of  Supply,  J uly  li, 
893. 

Harlmur  Accommodation,  July  14t 
898. 

Loca.1  District  Committees,  Constitu- 
tion of,  -S.,  July  14,  888,  894,  901. 

Salmon  Fisheries,  Inspector's  Salary. 
S.,  July  14,  953. 

Territorial  Limit,  Extension  of,  S., 
JuhjU,  891,  896,  900,  908. 

Sea  Fisheries,  See  that  Title. 

Trawling,  .SV*-  that  Title. 

Trout-fishing  Annual  Close  Time  [Seot- 
land]  Bill,  Set-  that  Title. 

Fishery  Board,  Scotland 

Abolition  of,  prop)8ed,  S.,  July  24.  89S, 
896,900. 

Report  presented,  July  6,  10;  July  7. 140i 
Vote  for,  July  14,  941. 

Fishguard  Water  and  Oas  Bill 

/.  Soyat  Assent,  July  13,  662. 

Fishguard  and  Bosalare  Sail  ways  and 

Haxbours  Bill 

I.  Hep.'  July  IJ,  664. 
SR.*  July  la,  1122. 

FrrzMACRiCE,  Lord  E.  [Wilts,  Cricklade] 

Tithe'  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  Jul^ 
13,  "89, 

Flannerv,  Sir  F.  [Yorkshire,  Shipley] 

Engineering  Officers  in  the  Navy — Ques- 
tion ruled  ou:>  of  Ordrar,  July  SI,  lOOS. 
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FuHNBBT,  Sib  7.—eont. 

Explonves,  Storage  of,  July  il,  1004. 

Lead  Poisoning,  July  7,  235. 

Terrible,  H.H.S.— Bcnler  TriaU,  July  £1, 
1562. 

Todmorden  Boya,  Conviction  of — Exces- 
sive sentence,  July  18,  1173;  July  SO, 
1376u 

Fleets.   Great   Britain  and  Foreign 
Countries 

Return  ordered  [Sir  C'  DUke],  July  SI, 
1536. 

Flemino,  Rev.,  Murder  of  at  Kwei-chau 
— Demand  for  DiBmiseal  of  Governor  of 
Kwei-chau 
Q.  Sir  J.  Lens ;  A,  Mr.  Brodriek,  Jul^  7, 
171. 

Flower,  Mb.  £.  [Bradford,  W.] 

Convict  Mid  Local  Prisons— Education  in, 

July  7,  2\l. 
Marylebone  Infirmary— Expenditure,  July 
17.  1003. 

Pauper  Children— Return,  July  17,  1003. 

Wool  SortOTB — Increase  in  Antbiax  among, 
July  7,  237. 

Fltnm,  Mr.  Jl  C.  tCork,  N.} 

Austral  Cycle  Agency,  Ltd.— Winding-up, 
tfys.,July€,  W. 

Canteen  and  Mess  Co-operative  Society — 
Cork  Military  Canteen  Contract,  July 
6,  12 ;  July  17,  993. 

Gibraltar  Military  Canteen  Contracts, 
July  SO,  1364. 

Liquor  Licensing  Laws  Commission 
Report— "Daify  News"  Premature 
Publication,  July  7, 173. 

Maryborough  Prison  Works — Stonecutters' 
Lock-out,  July  SO,  1385. 

Naval  Stores,  Condemned,  July  11,  466. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
i^.  834. 


Food  Inspectors,  Ireland,  Office  of 

Q.   Capt.   Donelan ;  A.   Mr.  Atkinson, 
July  SO,  1383. 

Food  Stuffs,  Colouring,  etc.,  Enquiry 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 

is,m. 

Forage  fob  the  Army 

Straw  Supplies  for  Aldershot— Foreign 
Sbaw 

Qs.  Mr.  Perks,  Capt.  Donelan;  As. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  July  11,  468. 

Foreign  Affairs 

Secretary  of  S«a(e— Marquess  of  Salisbury 
Under  Secretary— Rt.  Wm.  W.  St.  John 
Brodriek 
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Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act,  1890 

China,  Japan,  and  Corea  [Supreme  Court] 
Order  in  Council  presented,  JtUy  20^ 
1348,  1359. 

FORSTER,  Mr.  H.  O.  Arnold-,  See  Arnold 
Forster. 

Foster,  Sir  W.  [Derbyshire,  Ilkeston] 

Justice,  Administration  of,  in  Scotland — 
Prosecution  of  Dr.  Lament,  July  14, 
924,  939. 

Lead  and  Phosphorus  Poisoning,  July  7, 
244. 

Plagne  in  Persia  and  Turkey,  Precautions 
gainst,  July  17,  997. 

Portslade  Urban  District  Council,  Charges 

against,  July  11,  411. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July 
17,  1058,  1077,  1081  ;  July  IS,  1190, 
1214,  1228.  1246,  1256,  1264;  July  19, 
1328. 

Steeple   Morden   Recreation  Ground- 
County  Council  Order,  July  IS,  696. 
Tithe  Rentchai^  fBates]  Bill— Discon- 
tinued Grants,  July  11,  475. 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sib  H.  H.  [Northampton] 
Ranjitsingji,  Prince,  Claims  of,  to  the  Gadi 

of  Nowanagar,  July  17,  997. 
Tithe  Rent-charge  [Kates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
10,  343,  344. 

France 

Anglo-French   African  Convention— De- 
Imiitation  of  the  West  of  the  Niger, 
Copy  presented,  July  21,  1500,  1533. 
Toulon  Magazine  Explosion,  See  that 
Title. 

Tunis,  French  Exports,  Ste  Title  Tunis. 
Waima  Incident— 5c6  that  Title. 

Franchise 

DiBfranchisement   for  Non-payment 
Rates,  Scotland 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  U,  882. 
Natal,  British  Indians  in 

Qs.  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Davitt ;  As.  Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain  July  20,  1370. 

Service  Franchise  Bill,  See  that  Title. 
Vitlanders*   Grievances,    See  Transvaal 
QuesUon. 
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Fbkhwater  Fisheries  [England  and 
Wales],  Report  presented,  July  fl,  8,  8. 

Friends' FroTident  Institution  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  662. 

Fritted  Lead,  Use  of 
S.,  July  7,  243,  244. 

FsviT  Preserving  Factories 

Overtime  Employment  of    Women  in 
Washing  Bottles 
Q.   Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  ^.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,JM/«6,29;  Notice  of  JlfoKon 
[Sir  S.  Rankin],  July  18, 1268. 
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Feuit  Steamers  for  the  West  Indies 
G.  Mr.  Lawrence;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 

FnzneBS  Bailway  Bill 

c.  Con*Jyltj  10,  298. 

tR.*July  IS,  678. 
I.  Commons  Amendts.,  July  is,  1121. 

Pylde  Water  Board  BUI 

R  2r.*  July  11,  463. 
Bep.*  July  SO,  1358. 

CWnsborougli  Urban  District  Council 
[OaB]  BiU 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  662. 

Galway 

Letterfrack  Letter  Deliveries 

Q.  Mr.  O'Malley ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv. 

July  31,1550. 

^^mjim^mf'  ^^^"^  Vr^t^  July 
Typhus  Fever  in 

g.   Mr.  O'Malley:  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  6,  33. 

<*aa  Orders  Conflrmation  [No.  1]  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Jul  if  14,  866. 
3r."  July  17,  m^. 

Oas  Orders  Confirmation  [No.  2]  Bill 

c^*  July  i8,ne». 

Oas  and  Water  Orders  Conflnnation  Bill 

c.  Sep,*  July  14,  866. 
3R.*  July  17,  988. 
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Gedoe,  Mr.  S.  [\Vai5all] 

^1475  Con,,  July  SO, 

General  Lighthouse  Fund  Accounts 

**»^NY-Trade  Report  presented,  July  10, 

GIBBS,  Hon.  V.  [Herts,  St.  Albans] 

Tithe  Rent^rhaige  [Rates]  BUI,  Com.,  July 
13,  J  33. 

Gibraltar 

Barracks,  SaDitary  Condition,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Stevenson;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham 
J uly  13,  684. 

Military  (.'anteen  Contract— Canteen  and 
MesH  Co-operative  Society. 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williamg. 
^w^y^y,  1364. 

Giles,  Mr.  C.  T.  [Cambridge,  WUbech] 

Tithe  Kent-charge   [Kates]  BUI,  Com.. 
July  It,  ^96. 
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Military  in  during  Welsh  Coal  Strika  Pay- 
ment  to  Tradesmen 

^  TT^-  S-  ^  ThoniMj  A.  Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beach,  Jvly  10,  310. 

Glanders 

Board  of  Agricnltore  Report  prewnted. 

July  17,  989  ;  July  18,  im,. 

Drinking  Troughs  aa  Source  of  infection 
Qs.  Sir  C.  Cameron,  Col.  Lockwooi 
Mr.  T.  G.  Bowles;  Aa.  Mr.  Lonjr. 
July  SO,  1880.  ^ 

Glasgow 

Removal  of  Faaper  Patiente 

Q.  Sic  C.  Cameron ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Moiray,  July  13,  702. 

Olasgow  Oorporation  [Oas  and  WaterlBUI 

c.  Con."  July  10,  298. 

3R.*  J^«/y  W,  678. 
/.  Commons  Am^ndU.,  July  17,  951. 

Glasgow  Oorporation  [TramwaTs,  etc.] 

Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  10,  298. 
Sr.*  July  13,  678. 
Commons  Amendts.,  July  IS,  1121. 

Glasgow  and  Soath  Western  Bailwar  m 

c.  B^^*  July  14,  867. 

Glebe  Loaks,  Ireland 

Expenses 

Mr.  M-Ghee;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Julyll.i-JS.  ' 

Goats  akd  Tuberculosis 

Q.  Mr.  Stephens ;  A.  Mr.   Long,  July 

Oodalming  Oozpontion  Water  Bill 

/.  Hep.  from  Select  Committee,  July  9), 
1346. 

GoDDARD,  Mr.  D.  F.  [Ipswich] 

Local  Government  Boaid— Portion  of  Sir 
H.  Owen,  July  IS,  697. 

Nonconformist  Ministers  as  GaarOiani)— 
??L  °'  Paupers,  July  18, 

Tithe  Bent-ohaige  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.^ 
July  11,  fi03. 

Gold  Ornaments  and  Irish  Tkeasubx 
Trove  and  the  British  Museum 
Q.  Sir  T.    Esmonde  ;   A.    Mr.    A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  17,  1012. 

GOLDSWORTHY,  Maj.-Gen.  W.  T.  [Hammer- 
smith] 

Prison  Officials,  Recreation  and  PromotioiL 

July  7,  208. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con,,  Jidv 
50,  1468.  n  \ 
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Ooole  Urban  District  Oonncil  Bill 

/.  Rep.fr(nn  Select  Com.,  July  7,  138. 
e.  Lordi  Amendtt.,  July  SO,  1357. 

Oordon  Memorial  Odlege  at  Khartonm 
BiU 

/.  IE.'  July  11,  429. 

2r."  July  17,  986. 

Com.*  July  IS,  1128. 

3E.'  July  20,  134&. 
e.  IB.'  July  iO,  1391. 

GOBST,  Sir  J.  E. —  Vice-President,  Council  for 
Education  [Cambridge  University] 

FairfieW  Road,  Bristol,  Higher  Grade 
School  and  the  Science  and  Art  De- 
partment, July  6,  24. 

London  School  Board — Science  and  Art 
Cla.'^es,  Ul^al  Expenditure,  July  27, 

1005. 

School  Attemianoe  —  (^'hildren's  Country 

Holidays,  July  IS,  G!)8. 

Secondarj'  Education,  Secretary  for,  pro- 
July  17,  1006. 

Vaccination  of  Teachers — Case  of  F.  H. 
Richanlson,  July  2(>,  1382. 

GlOSCHEN.  Rt.  Hos.  G.  J.— First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  [St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square] 

Armour  Plating,  Supply  of,  for  Naval  Ships, 

Julu  21,  1587. 
Boilers-^AVater-tuhe    Boilers,  Adopting 

for  Navai  Ships,  etc.,  July  SI,  1558, 

1559,  1574. 

Belleville  Boiler* 

Accidents,  July  7,  167. 
Teatinfe'.  July  13,  681. 

Shiaiishooter,  H.M.S.— Boiler  Trials, 
Jidy  13,  681. 
Cordite  Storage  near  Portsmouth,  July  7, 
168. 

Derelicts  in  the  Atlantic,  H.M.  Ships  in 
Search  of,  July\ll,  466. 

Haslar  Hospital,  Appointment  of  Deputy 
Inspector-General,  July  IS,  681. 

Irish  Fisheries,  Enforcement  of  bye-laws, 

July  21,  1613. 
Jackal,  H.M.S.,  and  Trawling  in  Scottish 
Waters,  July  10,  301,  July  13,  682. 

Manteuvres 

Arrangements,  July  10,  301. 

"  Times  "  Publication,  J uly  14,  886. 
Marine  Artillery  Examinationa,  July  81, 
1537- 

Marines.  Bovs  enlisting  in — Parents'  owi- 

sent,  July  11,  466. 
Naval  Works  Bill,  July  13,  682. 
Prize-firing  Return,  Jtdy  31,  1608. 
Russian  Naval  Pn^ramme,  July  SI,  1586, 
Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  and  Maintenance. 

etc.— Personnel,  Vote  for,  July  SI,  1699. 
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GosGHEN.  Rt.  Hon.  G.  3.—eont. 

Soudan,  Naval  Officers  in— Promotion  and 

Retirement,  July  17,  990. 
Strategy— Instruction  of  Officers,  Jvly  80,. 


Sugar  for  the  Navy,  Preference  to  Colomal 
grown  and  British  refined  Sugar,  July 
81,  1538. 

Training  Ship,  Visit  to  Stornoway,  July 

SI,  1538,  1614. 

GOURLEY,  SlE  E.  [Sunderland] 

Naval  Manoeuvres,  July  10,  800. 

Government  Contracts-  Return  ordered! 
[Mr.  Logan]  July  7,  162. 

Government  Laboratory 

Report  presented,  J^y  SI,  1500,  1538. 

Grant,  Major,  Promotion  of 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomh;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,. 
Jtdy  SO,  1863. 

Gray,  Mr.  E.  [West  Ham,  N.] 

■  Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
IS,  593.  595,  613. 

Great  Central  Railway  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  7,  160. 

1.  Royai  Assent,  July  14,  663. 

Great  Eastern  Bailway  [General  Fowenl 
Bill 

c.  2r.*  July  10,  298. 
Rep.*  July  18,  1166. 

Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  7,  160. 

Sr.*  July  11,  463. 
I.  Comniotts  Amendtt.,  July  14,  881. 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill 

c  Rep*  July  14,  867. 

Great  Northern  and  Strasid  Bailway  KIL 

Rep.'  July  14,  861. 
3TL*July^l,  1499. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Water- 
ford,  Limerick  and  Western 
Bailway  Companies  Amalgama- 
tion Bill 

c.  Rep.  fi-om  Select  Com.,  July  SI,  1532. 

Great  Western  Bailway  Bill 

I.  Rep.*  July  IS,  664. 
Sr.' July  18,  1122. 

Great  Western  and  Great  Central  Bailway 
Companies  Bill 

I.  Rep.  Jrom  Select  Com.,  July  18, 1121. 
3R.*Jw/yj?i.  1499.        ^  , 
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Oreat  Tarmouth  OorpOTation  BiU 

c  <%in.*  July  10,  298, 
Sr.*  J«/y  W,«78. 

Oreat  Yarmouth  Pier  BiU 

c.  3R.*  July  7,  160. 
L  Coiamom  Amendts.,  July  10,  273. 
Royal  Assent,  July  13,  663. 

Oreat  Tamumth  Watw  Bill 

e.  Rep.*  July  so,  1368. 

Greenwich  Age  Pension  Fund,  Raising 
diacussion  on  the  Admiralty  Vote,  S.. 
JuiySl,  1605. 

Greenwich  Hospital 

Income  and  Expenditure  —  Statement 
presented,  July  20,  1496. 

Oreeawich  and  Port  OlaBgow  Tramways 
BiU 

c.  Con.*  July  12,  585. 

Sr.*  July  17,  987. 
I.  Ctmimons  Amendis.,  July  20,  1316. 

Grenadier  Guards 

Loss  of  Canteen  Stored  in  the  Nile — 
Compensation 
Q.  Sir  J.  Ferguseon;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  July  21, 1552. 

Greville,  Capt.  Hon.  R.  H.  F.  [Bradfoid,  E.] 

Army  Medical  Service  Examinationt  Date 

of,  July  17,  991. 
Wool-sorters,  Increase  in  Anthrax  among, 

July  7,  234. 

Grey's,  Earl,  Speech  at  Newcastle— 
Attack  on  President  Kmger 
Q.  Mr.  MacNeUl ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 

July  6,  38. 

Griffith,  Mr.  E.  J.  [Anglesey] 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  11,  522,  526,  626 ;  July  12,  621 ; 
July  13,  716,  766. 

Orosvenor  Chapel  Pjondon]  BiU 

1.  Royal  Astent,  July  IS,  662. 

Ground    Rents  —  Taxation    by  Local 
Authorities 

Petitions.  July  7, 161 ;  July  10,  299  ;  July 
11,  463  ;  July  19,  1269. 

'Guardians  of  the  Poor 

NoncMiformiBt  Ministers  as — Fees  for  the 
Bniia)  of  Paupers 
Q.  Mr.  Goddard;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
VLxuaeO^JulylS,  1169. 

^Guards 

Grmadier  Guards,  Loss  of  Canteen  Stores 
in  the  Nile— Compensation. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Fenrusson;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams.  Juiy  SI,  1682. 
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Gull,  Sir  C.  [Devonshire,  Barnstaple] 

Indian  Wanunt  Gtficers*  Grievances,  July 

14,  870. 

Gun  Practice  in  the  Navy— Priie-firing 
Returns 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomh,  July  21, 1607. 

Guns  for  South  Africa 

Q.Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July 

15,  689. 

Gunter,  Col. -R^  [Yorkshire,  W.  R.,  BarkstoD 
Ash] 

Dog  Muzzling  Order  in  Yorkshire^  July 

17,  looa 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  B.  [Norfolk,  W.] 

Fisheries,  Scotland— Foreign  Trawlers, 
etc..  July  U,  897. 

Habitual  Inebriates  Act,  1898 

Potion  for  Alteration  of  Law,  JtUy  18t 
1166. 

Haldane,  Mr.  R.  B.  [Haddington] 

Tithe  Rent-charee   [Rates]   Bill.  CVmh., 
July  10, 361 ;  July  11,  532. 

Half-timers,  S.,  July  7, 251. 

Halsbuby,  Eabl  of— Lord  Chancellor 

Companies  Bill.  Com.,  July  20, 1349. 

Convocation,  Meetii^  of  —  Illegal  Pro- 
ceedings, Ju^  10, 

Gordon  Memorial  College  at  Khartoum 
Bill.  2r.,  July  17,  986. 

MuT^es  Validity  [No  2]  Bill,  2r.,  July 

Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G.— decretory  ^ 
State  for  India  [Middlesex,  Ealing] 

Bengal  Advocate-General  —  Absence  of 
Sir  C.  Paul,  July  11,  469. 

China,  British  Consular  Service — Indian 
Contribution,  July  6,  14. 

Com^nies — Opening  Otiic&t  for  transfer 
of  Shares,  &c.,  in  England,  J uly  14,  872. 

Cooper's  Hill  Engineering  College — S^uor 

Engineers'  Grievances,  lAw/y  IS,  689. 
Currency— Soverdgns  as  1^^  tender. 

July  11,  470. 

Exchange  Comiiensation  Allowances  — 
Case  of  Mr.  Itoss,  July  14,  871. 

Lascar  Seamen,  Transfer  of  —  Super- 
intendents' Remuneration  Grievance 
JiUy  14,  873. 

Madras  Court  of  Wards  and  Bankrupt 

Zemindars,  J  uly  0,  15. 
Native  Indian  Troops  serving  out  of  IndiJK 

July  10,  304. 

Punjab  —  Outrages  by  Pathans  on  the 
Frontier,  July  0,  13. 

Staff  Corps — Married  Officers'  Allowanoeis 
July  U,  872. 
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Hampitead  Church 
End]  Bill 

/.  BosflU  Aasent,  Julf/  13,  602. 

HAKBtmr,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  W.— Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  [Preston] 

Anstralian  Mails,  Delay  in  Delivery,  i/tt/y 
JO,  317. 

Belfost 

Telegraph  Offices  —  Lavatory  Ac- 
commodation, etc,  July  10,  816 ; 
July  17,  1010. 

Tetograpliisto*  Ctmfneiice,  Jidy  6, 28. 

Waring  Street  Post  Office,  JtUy  9U 
1651. 

CaUe  Communication  with  Irelaad,  JtUy 
17,  1007. 

Coleraine  Postmastership  Vaeanw,  July 

7,  m  ;  July  10, 316. 

Comity  Courts — Reduction  of  Fees,  Jvly 
7,  m. 

CroUy  Bridge  Postal  Airangements,  July 
7,  177. 

Customs  Watchers'  Uniforms,  July  14, 
878. 

Dublin  Post  Office — "Learners"  perform- 
ing Despatcliing  Duties,  etc.,  July  17, 

im. 

Dnndalk  Postmastership,  July  7,  177. 

Glebe  Loans,  Ireland— Expenses,  July  11, 
478. 

Ilkeston  Postmen's  Grievances,  July  21, 
1548. 

Kingstown  Newsman's  Grievances — Case 
olD.  Stephens,  July  £1,  1549. 

I«tterfrack  Letter  Deliveries,  July  SI, 
ISHO. 

Liqnor  Licensing  Comml8Bi(«  Report, 
July  IS,  705. 

liverpool  Post  Office 

Cashier,  JtUy  6,  25. 

Exchange  Office — Split  Duties,  July 
11,  478. 

Police  Pensioners  employed  as  Hall 
Porters,  July  7,  176. 

London  E.C.  District  Post  Office 

Insamtary  State  of  Buildings,  July 
11,  479. 

Tel^naph  Messengers'  Postal  Duties, 
July  14,  878. 

London  Female  Telegraphists'  Salaries  and 
Receipt  Stamp,  July  17,  1009. 

London  Water  Supply,  Royal  Commission 
—Coat  of  Printing  Minutes,  etc,  July  6, 
27. 

Medical  Treatment  of  Postmen— Maldon 
Postmen,  July  7,  177. 

Moy  Postmaster  and  the  Petty  Sesaons 
Clerkship,  July  10,  315. 

National  Telephone  Company,  Govem- 
mmt  Agreement  with,  July  10,  317. 

Nonrich  Postmen's  Stripes,  July  SI,  1548. 
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Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  W.— con*. 
*'  Parliamentary  Debates  " 

Rack  Numbers,  July  IS,  705, 
Bossy's,  Mr.,  Bankruptcy — Liability 

of  Guarantors,  July  IS,  704. 
Contract,   Department  Responsible 
for,  July  11,  477. 

Parliamentary  Permanent  Stafi  —  Com- 
mittee Report,  July  14.  880. 

Poet  Office  Savings  Banks  Accounts — . 
Verifying  Accuracy  of,  July  14,  879. 

Retired  Second  Division  Clerks,  Re- 
engagement  of,  July  10, 315. 

South  Kennngton  Mnaeum— Art  Branch 
Aflsistant,  >Mtly  6, 26. 

Volunteers,  Post  Office  Emi^t^rees  as— 
Attendance  at  Camp,  etc,  July  SI, 
1547. 

Waima  Incident — Compensation  Claims, 

July  11,  470. 

Handcuffing  Prisonebs  in  Public 

Q.  Capt.  Norton ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
July  18,1113. 

Hanwell  Barrack  School 

Establishment  of   Printing  Office  pro- 
posed 

Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  ^.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Jaiy 

is,m. 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir.  W.  G.  V.  [Mtm- 
mouthshire,  W.] 

Land  Tax  Commissioners  KIL  Ji^  17^ 
1023. 

Military  Works  Bill,  2r.,  July%  85,  88. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Om.,  July  18, 
1193,  1194. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.  July 

10,  332,  358,  359,  388,  389,  390,  413; 
Julif  11,  496,  498,  499,  521,  524,  530,  566 ; 
Ju&  IS,  610,  612,  618,  615,  616,  617 ; 
Ju^  IS,  720,  723,  728.  729,  787,  821. 

Hardwicke,  Earl  of 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  Bill,  2R.,  July 

11,  m. 

Hardt,  Mr.  L.  [Kent,  Ashford] 

Water  Supply,  Metropolitan,  Royal  Com- 
mission—Cost  of  Pnnting  Minutes,  etc., 
Jt^e,  27. 

Harris,  Lord 

Oystera  BUI,  July  7,  158. 

Poor  Law  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  Com., 
July  6,4,5  ;  Bep.,  July  18,  1125. 

HaiTow  and  Uzbrldge  Bailvay  Bill 

I.  2R.*  July  II,  m. 

Harwood,  Mr.  G.  [Boiton] 

Barrakur  Iron  Company  and  the  Indian 
Government,  July  :iO,  1365. 

Navy — Manning  of  Ships,  Recruiting  in 
Manufacturing  Districts,  Nomination 
Barrier  etc.,  July  SI,  1609. 

Tithe  Rent-Cha^e  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  10,  347.  348,  376 ;  July,  11,  496.. 
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Haslak  Hospital,  AppointmeDt  of  Deputy 
Inspector-Oenenu, 
Q.  Capt  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  Gosohen,  Jvlu 
IS,  681. 

Hastings  Harbour  Bill 

cZtL*  JululO,26S. 
Bep.*JulySO,  1358. 

Bastings  and  St.  Leonards  Gas  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  662. 

Hazbll,  Mr.  W.  [Leicester] 

Hanwell  Barrack  School,  Establishment  of 
Printing  oHice,  proposed,  July  IS,  695. 

Headfort,  Marquess  of— Right  to  vote  at 
Elections  for  Representauve  Peers  for 
Ireland,  Petition,  July  31,  1497. 

Healy,  Mr.  M.  [Cork] 

South  Kensington  Mu<*enm— Art  Branch 
Afwistant,  Jldy  26. 

Healt,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Louth,  N.] 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  Vote  for,  July 
6,38. 

Dillon  Estate,  Purcliase  by  Congested 
Districts  B(Kml— Gross  said  net  rental, 
JulyG,  35. 

Industrial  School,  Ireland — Committal  of 
Nenagh  children,  July  7, 181. 

Li^acy  (i.-^nt,  Ireland,  July  7,  185. 

Ulster  Winter  Abfsizes,  J" w/y  7,  IttO. 

Hedderwick,  Mr.  T.  C.  H.  [Wick  Burghs] 
Army  Recruiting  in  the  HighlandB,J«/y 

IS,  686  ;  Jvly  14,  870. 

Colouring  of  Food  StufTs,  etc. — Committee 
of  Inquiry,  July  13,  696. 

Fisheries,  Scotland — Trawling  in  Moray 
Firth,  etc.,  July  I4,  910. 

Punjab  Frontier 

Dl'iarnianient  of  Pathans,  July  SO, 
1367. 

Outrages  by  Pathans,  July  6, 13. 

Royal  N^er  Company  Bill,  2R.  July  19, 
1289. 

Sftle  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.  July  17, 
1090,  1091.  1106  ;  July  19,  1324. 

Sierra  Leone  Rising  — Sir  D.  Chalmers' 
Report,  July  SO,  1372. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  KU.  CV»».,  July 
IS,  749. 

Waima  Incident — Compensation  Claims, 
July  IJ,  471  ;  July  20,  1369. 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  H.  [Tyrone,  N.] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill.  Con.,  July  17, 
1098  ;  JiUy  19,  1310 ;  July  JO,  1463  ; 
July  11,  481. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
IS,  721. 

Herring  Trade  with  St.  Petersburg 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  JiUy  10, 
305. 
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Hertford  House  Art  '^oixectiok— Open- 
ing to  the  Public 

Dr.   Farqaharson ;   .^1.   Mr.  Akert- 
Dongla«,  July  10,  814. 

Hicks-Beach,  Sib  M.,  See  Beach. 

HioH  Court  of  Justice,  Ireland 

Court  of  Probate  Division,  Accoonto  pre> 
sented,  July  17,  958,  989. 

Highlands  of  Scotland 
Army  Recruiting 

Districts  included  in 

Qs.  Capt.  Sinclair,  Mr.  Hedder- 
wick ;  Aa.  Mr.  Wyndham,  jk/y 

14,  m. 

Number  of  Recruita 

Q.    Mr.   Hedderwick;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndhaio,  July  IS,  686. 

Migration  from 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  6.  Mniiay, 
July  14,  880. 

Spinning  and  Wearing  in 

Q.  Sir.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mnrray, 
July  13,  704. 

See  also  Title  Crofters  and  Cottars. 

HoBHOUSE,  Mr.  H.  [Somerset,  E.] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July  17, 
1106 ;  July  18,  1258  ;  July  SO,  1462. 

Hooan,  Mr.  J.  F.  [Tipperary,  Mid] 

Australian  Mails,  Delay  in  Delivery,  Jidu 
10,  317. 

Australian  Sovereigns,  Melting  down — 
Sidney  Bankers'  suggestion,  Juty  SO, 

Cashel  Dintrict  Council  Printing  Contract, 

July  0,  34. 

Imperial  ln-<titute  Buildings — Conference, 

July  10.  309. 

Holland,  Hon.  L.  R.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Bow, 
etc.] 

liead  and  PhosphoriLs  Poisoning,  July  7, 
226. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Coot.,  July 
IS,  687. 

Home  Office 

Secretary  of  State— Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley. 

Under  Secretary — Rt.  Hon.  J.  Cftllings. 

Factory  Acts  Administration,  etc.  See 
Factories  and  Workshops. 

Vote  for,  July  7,  220. 

Hopkins,  A.,  Case  of 

Qs.  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Yoong, 
Mr.  Davitt;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  JO,  1384. 

Horses 

Breeding  in  Scottish  Congested  Districtn 
Mr.  Weir ;  A.  A&.  A.  G.  Murray. 
July  13,  701. 

Glanders,  See  that  Title. 
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Waterins  Troughs  as  source  of  infection 
QaTSir  C.  Cameron,  Col.  Lockwood, 
Mr.  T.  G.  Bowles ;  At.  Mr.  Long, 
July  20, 1380. 
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XmproTement  of  Land  Bill 

e.  B^.  from  Standing  Com.,  J uly  14,  887. 


HOPLDSWOETH,  SiB  W.  [Manchester,  N.W.] 

Private  Members*  BUla  —  Goverament 
Business,  Exemption  from  Standing 
OTAei,July  IS,  1023. 

HOUSISG  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

See  Cotta^  Homes  Bill  and  Small  Houses 
[Acquisition  of  Ownership]  Bill. 

Bonsing  of  the  Worldng  Olasaes  Fro- 
Tisional  Order  [Boirow  Stommeu] 
BUI 

I.  Royal  AuetUy  July  IS,  661. 

Homber  Conserraiicy  Bill 

e.  Bep.*  July  14,  867. 
CtM.*  Jidy  19, 1269. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Mr.  A.  C.  [Montgomery] 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drags  Bill.  Con.,JiUy  18, 

1216,  1255  ;  July  20,  1488. 
Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill.  Com.,  J  uly 
10,  408  ;  July  11,  542 ;  July  12, 644  j 
July  IS,  747.  820.  821,  837 
Discontinued  Giants,  July  10, 312. 

HUNOABY,  See  Aostria-Hm^puy. 

Hyde  Fask 

Rotten  Row,  cleamng  out  gnllin  at  un- 
soitable  hours 
Q.  Mr.  Cartile;  A.  Mr.  Akers-Douglas, 
July  6,  24. 

Hydrographical  Conference 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July  6, 15. 

Iddesleigh,  Earl  op 

Finance  Act,  1894— Difficulties  of  Inter- 
pretation, etc.,  July  7,  141. 

Ilkeston  Postmen's  Grievances 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July 
21, 1548. 

Illicit  Cohmisbioss,  Su  Prevention  of  Cor- 
ruption Bill. 

Imperial  Institute 

Buildings  and  the  London  Vnivermty— 
Conference 
Q.  Mr.  Hoganj  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach.  Jidy  10,  309. 

Indian  Sectum,  Working  of— Report 

Q.  8ir  M.  Bhownaggree ;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick.  July  SO,  1367. 

Imprisonment  op  Debtobs 

Alteration  in  Treatment  of — Home  Office 
Circular,  etc.,  S.,  July  7, 194.  198,  199. 

31 


INCHIQUIN.  Lord 

Luid  Acta,  Ireland  —  Claims  of  Land- 
owners. July  18, 1128, 1163. 

Incorporated  Law  Society 
Vote  for,         i7,  1116. 


India 


Secreiarv  of  State—Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton. 

Army 

Native  Indian  Troops  Serving  out  of 
India 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan;   A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  10,  304. 

North  West  Frontier  Campaigns,  See 
that  Huliheading. 

Staff  Corps— Married  Officers'  Allow- 
ances 

Q.   Sir  S.   King;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton;  July  I4,  872. 

Warrant  Officers'  Grievances 

Q.  SirC.  GuU;.^.  Lord  G.Hamil- 
ton. July  14,  870. 

Barrakur  Iron  Company's  Agreement 
Q.  Mr.  Harwood  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

July  SO,  1365. 
Bengal  Advocate-General — Absence  of  Sir 

C.  Paul 

Q.   Mr.   Pickersgill;  A.  Lorl  6. 
Hamilton,  July  11,  499. 

British  Connalar  Sernce  in  CSiina— Indian 
Contribution 
Q.  Mr.  Bnchanan ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, July  6,  14. 

Burmese   Extension   Railway  Surv^— 
Report 

Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts  ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  30,  1370. 

Calcutta  Municipal  Bill.  See  that  Title. 

Companies  Opening  Branch  Offices  in 
England  for  Transfer  of  Shares,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  S.  King ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton. 
July  14,  Sra. 

Cooper's  Hill  Engineers— Senior  Officers' 
Grievances 
Q.  Mr.  Ktmber ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
July  13,  689. 

Cttrrenoy 

Report  of  Committee  presented,  July 
7,  141, 162. 

Sovereigns  as  legal  tender 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, July  11,  470. 

Exchange   Compensation  Allowances — 
Case  of  Ml-.  Ross 
Q.  Sir  H.  King  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton. 
July  14,  871. 

Finance  —  Accoutits  and  Expenditure, 
Memorandum  presented,  July  19,  1^9; 
July  iSO,  1347. 
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LaBcar  Seamen,   TranHfer  of — Superin- 
teadents'  ReniuDeration  Grievance 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Thomas ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, Julif  14,  873. 

.  Legislative  Councils — Native  and  British 

Subjects 

Q.    Mr.  Davitt;  A.  Mr.  Brodriek, 
July  20,  1366. 

Loans  raised  in  India,  Retam  presented, 

July  6,  4,  9 

North  West  Frontier  Campaicns 
Camp  FoUowerB'  Extra  Clothing 

Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  July  20,  1368. 
Dum-dnm  Bullets,  Retnm  presented, 
July  6,  9. 

Pathans 

Disarmament  of 

Q.    Mr.   Hedderwick ;    A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  £0,  1367. 

Outrages  by 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick  ;  A.  Lord  G, 
Hamilton,  July  6,  IS. 

Ranjitsingji,  Prince,  Claims  to  the  Gadi 
of  Nowanagar 
Os.  Sir  S.  Kina,  Mr   Maclean,  Sir 
H.  Fowler,  Mr.  Speaker,  Jul^  17, 
996. 

Red  Sea  Telejrraph  Company  —  Indiwi 

Contributions 
Q.   Sir  J.  Lenj; ;   A.  Mr.  Brodriok, 
July  17,  995. 

Zemindars,  Bankrupt,  and  Madras  Court 

of  Wards 

Q.  Mr.  Bachanan ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hanul< 
top,  Juiy6,  14. 

Industrial  Schools,  See  Refonnatory  kdA 
Industrial  Schools. 

Inebriates  Act,  1898— Petition  for  Altera- 
tiott  of  Law,  July  18,  1166. 

Infirmary,  Mabylebone— Expenditure 
Q.  Mr.  Flower;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July  17, 
1003. 

INUABITED  House  Duty 
Lodges  let  to  Lahonrers 

Q.  Mr.  Jeffreys;       Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Jtdy  IS,  699. 

Inland  Rev^ue  Duty  Returns 

Q.  Mr.  Yoxall;  A.  SirM.  Hiclcs-Beach, 
July  10,  309. 

Intoxicatino  Liquors,  See  Liquor  TrafBc 
Invaniess  Harbour  Bill 

e.  Lords  Aincndts.  to  Commons  Amendts,, 

July  10,  297. 
/.  Roijal  Asvcnt,  July  IS,  663. 

loniui  Bank  Bill 

/.  Rm.*  July  6,  2. 
3E.*  July  10,  274. 
Royal  Aaaent,  July  IS,  663. 
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Ireland 


Zord  Lieutenant — Earl  Cadogan. 

Chief   Secretary— Rt.    Hon.    G.  W. 
Balfour. 

Attorney-General— RtMotuS.  Atkinson. 
Solieitor-General—Mr.  D.  P.  Barton. 

Agrarian  Oatrages,  Retnm  wesented, 

JutytO,m7,U^. 

.^prionltar^  Statistics  and  Report  pre- 
sented, Jnly  11, 438.  4S5. 

Agricultural  Teaching  in.  Schools 

Q.  Mr.  O'Mallw;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfoor,  July  SI,  1561. 

Baltimore  Railway  and  Pier,  See  that 

Title. 

Bankruptcy  Procedure 

Q.  Mr.  Carev;  A.  Mr.  AtkLuon, 
July  7,  180. 

Belfast,  Cork,  Dablin,  etc..  See  those 
Titles. 

Bills  relating  to,  See  their  Titles. 

Butler  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  17,  101 L. 

Cable  Communication 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  ^.  Mr.  Hanbory,  July 
17,  1007. 

Cashel  District  Council  Printing  Contract 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  gTW.  Balfour, 

July  6,  34. 

Celtic  Gold  Ornaments  and  Treasure  T^ore 
and  the  British  Museum 
Q.  Sir  T.-  EBDMMidfr;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  17,  1012. 

Celtic  LanKuage  in  Schools,  Examination 


Q.  Mr.  0'Malley;X  Mr.  G.  VT. 
Balfour,  July  Si,  10S2. 

Goleraine  PostmaBterahip> 

Qs.  Mr.  Macaleese  ;  A».  Mr.  Hanbory. 
July  7,  ITJ;  July  10,31^ 

Congested  Districts  Board,  See  ttiat  Title. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  See  that  Title. 

County  Council  Elections,  Monaghan,  Ser 
Monaghan. 

County  Coort  Acts,  Affidavits  under— Re- 
tain 

Q.  Ur.  D.  Snllivaa ;  A.Kx.  Atkinson, 
July  SO,  1883. 

Coun^  Officers  and  Coorta  [Ireland]  Act, 
1877t  Accounts  presented,  July  11,  4S^ 
464. 

Court  of  Probate  Divudon,  Aeoonnts  pze- 
sented,  July  17,  958,  989. 

Crolly  Bridge  Postal  AiraDgemante 

Q.  Mr.  Sullivan;  A.  Mr.  Hanbmy, 
July  7,  177. 

Crown  Solicitor— Office  (tfSeouid  Asnstant 
q.  Mr.  CriUy  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Ballonr, 
July  10, 319. 

Treasury  Minute  presented,  July  7, 
141. 

Customs  Officers'  Uniforms 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  SirM.  Hicks- 
Beach,  July  17,  1001. 
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Dilloo  l&tate,  Purchase  by  Congested 
Districts  Board  —  Gross  aad  Net 
Rental 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfoor,  July  6,  35. 

XHspensary  Doctors'  HoUdays 

g#.   Mr.   Young;  As.   Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  7,  184  ;  July  11,  482. 
■  Dun   Regulation   Act.    1865,  Account 
^wented.  July  7. 162  ;  July  10,  m 

Dnndalk  PostmaiteTBhip 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleeee ;  A,  Mr.  flanbnry, 
Jvly  7,  177. 
Bdncation.  For  Cdledive  Headii^.  Me 

Edacation— Irish  Qnestions. 
Factories  Act  Appeal  Case  —  Paterson 
V.  Donegal  Fishery  Company 
Qt.  Mr.  Tennant;  As.  Sir  M.  W. 
ffidley,  .ri#/y  ff,  20 ;  July  SOy  1877. 
Fair  Rents,  See  Land  Commission. 
Fines,  etc. ,  Abstract  of  Accounts  presented, 

July  7,  162  ;  July  10,  276. 
Blsheries,  For  Collective   Heading,  see 
Fisheries,  Irish  Questions. 

Food  Inspectors,  Office  of 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  AildnBon, 

July  20,  1383. 

<51ebe  Loans -Expenses      „    „  , 

g.  Mr.  M'Ghee;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry, 
July  11,  478. 
Hiatoiy  of  Ireland— Teaching  in  Scottish 
Schools,  proposed 
g.  Mr.  Da^tt ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  SO,  1377. 
Industrial  Schools.  See  Reformatory  and 

Industrial  Schools. 
Judicial  Rents,  See  Land  Conunission. 
Kilkenny,  See  that  Title. 
Kingstown,  See  that  Title. 
Lxnd  Acts— Claims  of  Landlords,  etc., 
Motvm  [Lord  Inchiquinl  July  18, 1128. 
Lind  Commiflwon,  Ireland,  See  that  Title. 
Land  Judges'  Court,  Estates  in— Return 
Q.  MS  Field ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  17, 10X0. 

I.«tterfraok  Letter  Deliveries 

Q.  Mr.  O'Malley;  A.  Mr,  Hanbury, 
July  gl,  16S0. 
Xoan  Fund  Societies,  Mismanagement — 
Legislation 
O.^r.  Archdale;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfonr,        6",  33. 
Xoan  [Ireland]  Bill,  Sec  that  Title. 

Local  Government  Act,  Amendment  of 
0.  Mr.  Macaleesej  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  ISO,  1386. 
Local  Government  Act  [Application  of 
Enactments]  as  to  issue  of  Country 
Stock — Copy  of  Regulations  presented, 
July  7,  182 :  July  10,  276. 
Local  Government  Improvement  Chai^ 
g.  Mr.  Davitt ;  ^.  Mr.  G.  W.  Batfour, 
July  10,317. 

TOL.  LXXIV.    [Fourth  Sertis] 


Ireland— con*. 

Local  Government  Surcharges— Wght  of 
Appeal 

g.  Mr.  Power ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 

July  6,  36. 

Lunacy  Grant 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  July  7, 185. 

Works— Stone-cut- 


Mary  borough  Prison 
t^*  Lock-out 


Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;A.Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  ISO,  1385. 

Moy  Postmaster  and  the  Petty  Sesrions 
Clerkship 
g.  Dr.  Amlirose ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry, 
July  10,  315. 

Official  Assignees,  Qualification   of,  as 
Liquidators    in    Winding-up  of 
Punlie  Companies 
g.   Mr.   Amold-Forster ;   A.  Mr. 

Atkinson,  July  IS,  707. 

Omagh     To^vn    Commissioners — Urban 
Sanitary  Authority,  Petition 
g.  Mr.  Mumaghan  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  V,  32. 

Poor  Law  Officers'  Holidays 

g.  Mr.  Young;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  7,  184. 
XNspensary  Doctcnrs,  See  that  Sub- 
heading. 

Post  Office,  For  Collective  Heading  see 

Post  Office— Irish  Questions. 
Queen's  Colleges,  See  that  Title. 

Representative  Peers,  Right  to  vote  fw— 
Mcu^uess  of  Headfort's  Petition,  July 
£1,  1497. 

Strabane  Town  Comnjissioners'  complaint 
against  Water  Supply  Scheme 
Q».  Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  Davitt;  As. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour.  Jttly  11,  481. 
Tithe  Rent-charge  [Ireland]  Bill,  See  that 

Title. 
Traraore  Boat-slip 

g.  Mr.  Power;  A.  Mr.  J.  A.  Cham- 
beriain,  July  6,  10.  . 

Trawling,  See  that  Title. 
Trim  Union  Night  Nurae—Hours  of  Duty 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,        J7, 1011. 

Tyrone  Fair  Rents 

Qa.  Mr.  Dillon ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  S,  34 ;  July  IS,  705. 

Ulster  Winter  Assizes 

g.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Barttm, 
July  7,  181. 
Urlingford  Dispensary  Districts  —  Re- 
arrangement 
g.  Mr.  M'Dermot:  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  IS,  707. 
Waterford  and  Wieklow,  See  those  Titles. 
Wild  Birds  Protection  Act,  Enforcement  of 
Os.  Earl  of  Mayo,  Earl  of  Denbigh, 
July  17,  976. 
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Ikok  Contbacts,  India 

Barrakur  Iron  Coiupany's  Agreement  with 
Indian  Goveinnimt 
Q.  Mr.  Harwood ;  A.  Blr.  Brodrick, 
July  30,  1365. 

Island  of  Lewis,  See  Lowis,  Island  of. 

Isle  of  Uan  [CnBtoms]  BUI 

c  IVL.'  JulySO,  1391. 

Italy— Trade  Report  presented,  July  6,  3. 

J.    W.   TAYLOR,   S.S.  -  Conveyance  (rf 
Animals  prohibited,  Ordor  revoked 
e.  Mr.  Field ;  ^.  Mr.  Long,  July  7, 173. 

JACKAL,  H.M.S. 
Waters 

Qt.  Mr.  Weir  ;  As.  Mr.  Goschen,  Julv  10, 
301 ;  July  7J.  682.  «y  , 

Jam  Industry,  S.,  July  7, 284. 

£^  also  Fmit  PraBerving  Factories. 

Jamaica 

Railway  Debenture  Holders 

Q.  Mr.  Hartley ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber 
lain,  July  10,  3XfJ. 
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TrawUng  in  Scotch 


Treahr  of  Reciprocity  with  United  States 
Qs.  Sir  H.  Vincent,  Mr.  J.  Lowther ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Chaniberhiin.  July  lOy 
307. 

Japan,  Corea,  and  China  [Supreme  Court] 
-      Order  in  Council  presented,  Jnly  SO,  1348, 
1300* 

Japanese  Laboub 

British  Columbia  Mines 

Qs.  Mr.  Davitt;  As.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
Iain,  July  IS,  601 ;  July  SO,  1371. 

Jebb,  Mr.  R.  C.  [Cambridge  Univeraity] 

Secondary  Education,  Secratary  for.  pro- 
poeed,  July  17,  1005. 

Jeffreys,  Mb.  A.  F.  [Hampshire,  N.] 

Inhabited    House  Duty— Lodges  let  to 
Labourers,  July  IS,  6tf9. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drags  Bill,  Con.,  July  17, 
nil ;  July  18, 1196 ;  July  SO,  1449. 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.  [Belfast,  S.] 

Belfast  Police  Prosecution  —  Caae  of  A 
Hopkins,  July  20,  1384. 

Bilbao— Imprisonment  of  British  Seaman. 
July  6,  15.  ' 

Johnstone,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Sassex,  Honiham] 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  BUI,  Con.,  July  17, 
1108;  July  30,  1456.  1463,  1464.  1479, 
1481,  1482.  ™,     *  , 

JoicEY,  Sir  J.  [Durham,  Chester-le-Street] 
Telephone  Bill— Business  of  the  House. 
July  17.  1027, 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
lOy  411. 


Jokes,  Lt.^ol.  PbycemIonbs.  Su  P™. 
Jones.  ' 

Jones.  Mr.  B.  [Swansea  District] 

Saje  of  Food  and  Drugs  BiU,  dm.,  JWy  V. 
1108 ;  July  18,  121?;  July  SO,  1481 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  JWv 
i^326, 337, 338 ;  July  11, 540 ;  jj, 
B39. 

JonM^  ^*  ■^'^™''^-"'<**'*^*«Atheiley- 

Jones..  Me.  W.  [Carnarvon,  Arfon] 

Poor  Law  Schools— Inspection  by  Edoea 
tion  D^ortanen^  etc.,  July  7, 175 

Jones*  DiTorce  BUI 

/.  Boyal  Assent,  July  IS,  663. 

Judge— New  Chancery  Jodge 

C».  Mr.  fttjcNeUI,  Mr.  CoghiU;  A:  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  6,  37. 

JUDICUL  Rents,  See  Land  Commiasion. 

Juvenile  Offenders 

^^{o'patory  and  Indostrial  Scbooli^  Set 
that  Xitle. 

Treatment  of 

J-  G.  Talbot :  ^.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  is,  700. 

Youthful  Ofifenders  Kll.  See  that  Title. 

Kay-Shuttlkworth.  Sir  U.  [Laneadiin 
outheroe] 

Merchant  Cruisers,  etc,  July  SI,  1582. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  July  is,  682*;  Julv  19, 
1343.  ' 

^ftiT"'^  r^l  ^"f"^  adopting  for  Nan] 
Ships,  July  21,  1564. 

Kkarley,  Mr.  H.  E.  [Devonport] 

Kelvin,  Lord 

SMts  for  Shop  AssutanU  BiU.  2r.,  Julyli, 

Kensington  and  Hotting  mil  Elaebic 
Lighting  BiU 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  662. 

Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  [Shropehiw,  Ne*- 

port] 

Army  Administration— Raeraitiiiff  Fulart 

etc.,  July  SI,  1640.  ^  •'•uare. 

Military  Works  Bill,  2R.,  July  6,92,96. 

8«J«  »f  ^ood  and  Drags  BUI.  Con. ,  July  IS, 
1198. 

Khartoum  College,  See  Gordon  Memorial 
College  at  KhartonmBilL 
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KlLBRiDBi  Mb.  D.  [GaJway,  N.] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Dnig«  Bill,  Con.,  Jvly  17, 
1071.  1073,  llOQi  1112;  Jtdi/  18, 1201 ; 
Juljf  SO,  1448 

War  Office  Staff  CHerks,  Annual  Allow- 
aacea — Principal^  temporary  absence, 
Jul^  14,  870. 

Kilkenny 

Sonth  Kilkenny  Land  Commismon  Sittings 
Q.    Mr.   Morris  ;  A.  Mr.    G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  13,  706. 

Urlingford    Dispensary    Districts  —  Re- 
arrangement 
Q.  Mr.  M'Dermott;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  July  IS,  107. 

KlMBBB,  Mr.  H.  [Wandsworth] 

Cooper's  Hill  Engineering  College — Senior 
Engineers'  Grievances,  J uly  IS,  6S9. 

National  Telephone  Company,  Govern- 
ment Agreement  with,  Jvly  10, 316. 

KiBlBBRLBY,  EaBL  OP 

Commons  and  Open  Spaces  Bill,  Com,,  July 
10,  284,  288. 

Convocation,  Meetings  of  —  Illegal  Pro- 
ceedings, Juiy  10,  293. 

Edooation  Dooartraent,  Ke-orgamsation, 

Juty  SI,  isao. 

Estate  Dnty— Government  Valuers,  July 
iO.  201. 

Poor  Law  Acts  Amendment  BUI,  Com., 
July  6,  S ;  Bep.  July  18, 1 128. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assiftaate  Bill,  2b..  t^ttfyii, 
458. 

Small  Houses  [Acquisition  of  OwnersUp] 
Bill,  2b.,  July  SI,  1514. 

Kino,  Sir  8.  [Hull.  Central] 

India  —  Exchange  OompenBation  Allow- 
ances, Case  of  Mr.  Ross,  July  14,  871. 

Indian  Companies,  Opening  Offices  for 
transfer  ot  Shares,  etc.,  in  England, 
July  14,  872. 

Indian  Staff  Corps  —  Married  Officers' 
Allowances,  July  14,  872. 

Ranjitsingji,  Prince,  Claim  to  the  Gadi  of 
Nowanagar,  July  17, 996. 

KnrosTowN.  Newsman's  Geievances 

Of.  Sir  T.  Esmonde,  Mr.  Davitt ;  A$.  Bfr. 
Hanhnry^u^y^A  1M9- 

Kikostowx  HABBOtTB— Bednction  of  Staff, 
eto. 

0».  Lord  Clonbrock,  Earl  of  ClanwUliam, 
Earl  of  D«i1n«h,  Marquess  of  London* 
der^,  July  15,  678. 

Kinnaird,  Lord 

Convocation,  Meetings  of— IllegiJ  Pro- 
ceedings, July  10,  294. 
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Kirkcaldy  Oorpontion  and  Tramwayi 
BUI 

e.  Con.*  July  10, 208. 

SB.*  July  IS,  678. 
/.  Commonj  AmendU.,  July  18, 1131. 

Kitchener,  Lord— Thanks  of  the  Hooae— 
Lord  Kitchener's  Letter.  July  7, 137. 

KoBBA,  China,  and  Japan  [Sctbeice  Coubt] 
Orders  in  Council  presented,  Juty  SO,  1S48, 
1359. 

Kbuoeb.  Pbbsident,  See  Transvaal 

KtTBDISH  OUTBAOES  ON  ABHENIAN  CHBIS- 
TIANS 

Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

July  6,  16. 

KwEi-CHAU— Murder  of  Mr.  Fleming 

Demand  for  Dismissal  of  Goremor  of 
Kwei-chau 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  7, 171. 

Laboratobv— Report    presented.  July  SI, 
1500. 153S. 

Laboitchbbe,  Mr.  H.  [Northampton] 

London  Government  Bill,  Lordt  Amendtt. 
— Qualification  of  Women.  July  6,  61* 
62,  63. 

Military  Works  BUI,  2B..  JtUy  6, 124. 

"Parliamentary  Debate)"— Mr.  Buasy's 
Buikruptcy,  Liability  of  Gaarant(UH« 
July  IS,  704. 

Royal  Niger  Company— Debenture  Debt 
July  14,  S7S. 

Royal  Niger  Company  Bill,  2B.,  July  19, 
1270^ 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill.  0»n.,  July 
17, 1111 ;  July  18,  1184,  1187. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
10,  352;  333.  377,  407 ;  July  11,  508,  620 ; 
July  IS,  586,  587.  644 ;  July  IS,  789^ 
857  i  July  SO,  1391.  1303. 

Transvaal 

British  Subjects— Number,  etc,  July 
13,  m. 

Military  Preparations— Troops  for 
Sou^  Africa,  July  7, 186 ;  July  IS, 
687. 

Labour 

Conciliation  [Trade  Disputes]  Act,  1896. 
Report  presented,  July  11,  428,  464. 

Doolnard  Labour — Debate  in  Committee 
of  Supply,  July  SI,  189L. 

Factories  and  Workshops,  See  that  Title. 

I^ead  and  Phospluwns  Poisoning,  See 
thoee  Titles. 

Strikes,  See  that  Title. 

Women— Overtime  Emj^oymeut  io  bottle 
washing  See  Fruit  Presorving  Fketoriea. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  See  tiiat 
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Lagos,  Liquor  Traffic  in 

Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
iaia,  July  18, 1168. 

Laubbrt,  Me.  G.  [Devonahire,  S.  Molton] 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drags  Bill,  July  tS,  709  ; 
Con.,  July  17, 1061 ;  July  18,  1177,  1268. 
.  Tenant  Farmers,  CompenBation  for  Im- 
movements— BnsinesB  of  the  Honsb 
July  17,  1028. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  10,  336,  383,  384 ;  July  11,  502, 
536 :  July  IS,  587 ;  July  IS,  716,  747, 
789,  834,  841 ;  3H.,  JvlytO,  139%  1396. 
BiBContumed  Grants,  July  17,  1000. 

Transvaal— Namber  of  Uitlandera  entitled 
to  Fnmchise,  July  11,  472 ;  July  27, 

Lamont,  Dr.,  Prosecution  of.  Debate  In 
Committee  of  Supply,  July  14,  915. 

Lanarkslure  [Middle  Ward  District]  Water 
Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  662. 

Lancashire  and  Torkshire  Bailwav  [New 
Railways]  Bill  ' 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  662. 

Xoneashire    and    Torkshire  Railway 
[Varioas  Powers]  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  662. 

Lanoasteb  Light  Railways,  Order  pre- 
sented. July  IS,  665,  679. 

-Land  Acts,  Ireland 

Compensation   to  Landowners,  Motion 
[Lord  Inchiqnin],  July  18, 1128. 

Laud  Cohhission,  Ireland 
Annual  Eteport 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfonr, 
July  17,  1010. 

Butler  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  17, 1011. 

Judicial  Rents,  Return  presented,  July 
10,  276,  300. 

Report  presented,  July  £1,  1600,  1533. 

Tyrone  County  Fair  Rente 

Qs.  Mr.  DUlon ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfonr, 

July  e,  34  ;  July  IS,  705. 

Waterford  Sub-Commissioners'  Sittings 
Q.  Mr.  Power  ;  ^.  Mr.  G.  W.  BaUonr, 
July  IS,  705 ;  Q.  Mr.  Morris ;  A. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  July  IS,  706. 

Land  Dedication  Bill 

[Sir  J.  Brunner,  etc.] 

c  in.*  July  18,  ma. 

Land  Judges'  Court,  Ireland,  Estates  in— 
Return 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  17,  lOia 

^6 


{INDEX} 
6—21. 


[VoL  74. 


Lahd  Ordinances  of  Cetlon,  See  Ceyloo. 

Land  Registry 

Retam  ordered  [Mr.  H.  D.  Greene]  ./ii/v 
7,  162.  ' 

Vote  for,  July  7,  192  ;  July  17,  1116. 

Land  Tax  OommiBslffliers'  Names  Bill 

e.  2b.*  July  17,  1119. 

Lahd  Tax  CoifuissioNEiis'  Nahbs  Bill. 

0.  Sir  W.  Harconrt,  July  17,  1023. 

Lansdowne,  Manjuess  ofSecretary  of  State 

for  War 

IrblrLandownera — Compensation,  July  18, 

Militia  Ballot  Bill,  iR.,  July  7,  lU,  150, 
157. 

Militia  and  Foreign  Service,  July  10, 283. 

Volunteer  Rifle  Kangee  closed  rinee  imie 
of  Lee-Metford  Rifle,  Jtdy  i7, 979, 988. 

Lascar  Seamen 

Transfer  of — Snperintendraits*  Remunera- 
tion Grievance 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Thomas ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, July  873. 

Lauderdale,  Eabl  of 

Seats  for  Shop  Aenstants  Bill,  Com.,  July 

Laurie,  Gen.  J.W.  [Pembroke  and  Hsverfwd- 

west] 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Accounts,  Veri- 
fying Accuracy  of,  July  14,  879. 

Royal  Compaay  Bill,  2R.,  July  19, 

1284. 

Sale  of  Foodaad  Drugs  BiU^Om.,  July  18^ 
1207,  1209;  ^Wy^O.  1488.  ' 

Street  Obstruction  in  the  Metnnxdis— 
Unattended  Vane,  Jviy  7, 17Z 

Law  Officers'  Department,  Vote  for,  July 
7,189;  July  17,  116. 

Lawrence,  Mk.  W.  F.  [lAverpooI,  Aber- 

cromby] 

West  Indies  — Fruit  Trade  and  Local 
Duties  on  Rum,  July  6,  17. 

LAwaON,  Mr.  J.  [York,  N.  R.,  Thirsk] 

Liptrot  Charity  Aeeounte,  July  SO,  1376. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Dmss  Bill,  Con.,  Julv 
18,im;  July20,im. 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  [Cumberland,  Coekmnonth] 
Transvaal 

Bloemfontein    N^otiations,  Fknera 
relating  to,  July  IS,  682. 

Milite^  I^paratiwis— Troops  for 
South  Africa,  July  17,  999. 

Lea  Bridge  District  Gas  Bill 
c.  J2ep.»  July  IS,  710. 

Con.*  July  18, 1166^  . 
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Lead  Poisoning 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Sui»ly,  July 

7,  m 

DimiBation  in,  etc. 

Qt.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Sir  C.  Dilke, 
Mr.  Tennant;  Ag.  Sir  M.  W. 
Bidley,  July  6,  3a 

Lee-Mbtpord  Riple 

Rifle  Ranges  closed  aince  issue  of 

Q.  Col.  W.  Murray ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham.  July  7,  189. 

Debate  [1.1  July  27,  077. 
Leeds  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Bep.  from  Select  Com.*  July  IS,  664. 

Lees,  Sir  E.  [Birkenhead] 

Armour  Plating,  Manufacture  of,  for  Naval 
Ships,  July  SI,  1583. 

XtEQAL  Expenses,  Miscellaneoos,  Vote  for, 
July  7, 192. 

Leoislatite  Councils  of  India 

Native  and  British  Subjects 

Q.  Mr.  Daritt;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  30,  1366. 

Ld^-on-Sea  Urban  District  Ooundl  Bill 

e.  Sip.*  July  SO,  1358. 

Leith  Harbour  and  Docks  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendta.,  July  12,  583. 
I.  3H.*  Jvly  e,  2. 

Leng,  Sir  J.  [Dundee] 

China — Murder  of  Mr.  Fleming  at  Kwei- 
Chaa— Recall  of  Governor  of  Kwm-Chan, 
July'7, 171. 

Liquor  Licenung  Commiauon  Report, 
July  IS,  709. 

Patent  Medidne  Sta4um,  Scotland — 
Revenue  derived  from,  July  10,  308. 

Persia,  Russian  Railway,  construction  in 
—British  Trade,  July  7,  171. 

Red  Sea  Telegraph  Company  —  Indian 
Contributions,  July  17,  995. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugn  BUI,  July  IS, 
709;  Con.,  July  17,  1017,  1048,  1050, 
I0S5,  1080,  1110;  July  18,  1200.  1245; 
July  19,  1308,  1332. 

Lbtterfilack  Letter  Deutebies 

Q.  Sir.  O'Malley;  A.  Mr.  Hanbuiy, 
July  31, 155a 

Leuty,  Mr.  T.  R.  [Leeds,  E.] 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Kates]  Bill,  Com., 
Jidy  IS,  7S7,  758. 

Lewis,  Island  or 

Fort  Ness  and  Portnaguran,  See  those 

Titles. 
Rate  Collection 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  6, 27. 
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Lewis,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Flint  Boroughs] 

Brougham's,  Lord,  Evidence  Act,  July  SO^ 
1381. 

nthe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  10,  370,  377  ;  July  11,  485,  563 ; 
July  12,  593;  July  IS,  746,  749,  755, 
789,  785,813. 

Lifeboat  Station  for  Port  Ness 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A  G.  Mnrray»' 
July  7,  177. 

Light  Railway  Orders  Presented 

Denbigh  and  Carnarvon  Counties,  July  IS, 
666,  679. 

Devon  County,  July  IS,  665,  679. 

Essex  County,  July  13,  665,  679. 

Lancaster  County,  July  IS,  665,  679. 

Lights  and  Lighthouses 

General  Lighthouse  Fund  Accounts 

Q.  MrT.  G.  Bowles ;  ^.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  30,  1378. 

Red    Sea    Lights,    Construction    of — 
Egyptian  Lighthouse  revenues,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  T.  Sutherland ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  July  20,  1368. 

Scotland— Minor  Lights,  Maintenance  of 
Mr.  Weir  ;  As.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  10,  311  ;  July  21,  1543. 

Lincoln  and  East  Coast  Railway  and 
DockBill 

/.  Rep.'  July  6,  2. 

3R.*  July  11,  426. 
e.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  IS,  1165. 

LiPTROT  Charity  Accounts 

Q.  Sir  J.  Bmnner ;  A,  Mr.  G.  Lawvon.  July 
SO,  1374. 

Liquor  Traffic  and  Liquor  Licensing 
Laws 

Children,  Sale  of  Liquor  to — Petition  for 
alteration  of  Law,  J  uiy  IS,  1167. 

Nigeria,  Liquor  Traffic  in 

Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain,  July  18,  1168. 
0.  Capt.  Sinclair,  Jxtly  19,  1303. 

Royal  Commission  Report 

Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbory, 
July  IS,  705. 

"  Daily  News  "  Publication 

Qs.  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Flynn  ;  As. 
Sir  M.  W.  iTidley.  July  7,  173. 

Sunday  Sale  of  Liquor,  See  Sale  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  BiU. 

Idslnini  Urbui  District  Oonndls  Bill 

/.  Boyal  Assent,  July  13,  663. 

Liverpool  Post  Office 
Cashier 

Q.  Mr.  Stock  ;  ^.  Mr.  Hanbnry,  July 

6,25 

Exchange  Office — Split  Duties 

Q.  Mr.  Stock  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July 


11,  477. 
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Liverpool  Post  Office— co«i. 

Police    Pensioners   employed   as  Hall 
Porters 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman;  A.  Mr.  Han  bury, 
July  7, 176. 

IdTerpool  Overhead  Railway  Bill 

e.  SR.*  July  6,  7. 

I.  Commons  Ainendta.,  Jtkly  14,  861. 

Llotd-George,  Mr.  D.  [Carnarvon,  etc.] 

Business  of  the  House — Land  Tax  Com- 
missioners' Names  Bill  and  Service 
Franchise  Bill,  July  17, 1029. 

Pwllheli  Boating- Disaster,  July  6,  22. 

Rhy],  Open  Air  Meetings — Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Oraer  [No.  15]  Bill, 

Con.,  July  14,  864. 


Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Cam.,  Jul 

 ,327,f  

rvly  1 

7S9,  760,  773,  786.  833,  843,  844,  851, 860 ; 


July 

10,  326,  327,  379,  399 ;  July  II,  492,  570, 


571 ;  Jvly  IS,  743,  747,  ?48,  750,  758, 
84^ 

3k.,  July  go,  1418,  1429,  14.^. 


Loan  Fund  Societies  [Ireland] 
Miaroani^ment — L^;islation 
Q.  Mr.  Archdale ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfonn 
July  6,  33. 

Loan  Funds  [Ireland]  Bill 

Q.  Mr.  MacNeill ;  ^.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfonr. 
July  10,  318. 

Loans  Raised  in  India— KMnm  presented, 

July  6,  4,  9. 

Local  Government  Board 

President— Rt.  Hon.  H.  Chaplin. 
Parliamentary  Secrettuy—sLr.  T.  W. 
Russell. 

Owen,  Sir  H.,  Position  of 

Q.  Mr.  Goddard;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
July  13, 697. 

Local  Government  Board,  Ireland 
Improvement  Charges 

Qs.  Mr.  Davitt,  Mr.  Dillon ;  As,  Mr. 

G.  W.  Balfour,  July  10,  817. 

Surcharges— Right  of  Appeal 

Q.  Mr.  Power ;  A,  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfonr, 
July  6,  36. 

Local  Government  Elections,  Ireland 

Monaghan  Connty  Conneil  Elections,  Ste 
that  Title. 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Act 
Amendment  of 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese :  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  m,  1386. 

Application  of  Enactments  as  to  issae  of 
Dounty  Stock,  Copy  of  Relations 
presented,  July  7, 102  ;  July  10,  276. 

Local  Oovemment  [Ireland]  FroriBifmal 
Order  [No.  1]  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  662. 
38 


Local  Oovemment  [Lreland]  Frofiriaail 
Orders  [No.  2]  Bill 

/.  St^f^'Asaent,  July  IS,  662. 

Local  CtoTemment  [Lrelaad]  Fnrldoul 
Orders  [No.  3]  Bill 
1.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  662. 

Local  Oovenuuent  [Lreland]  Floridoial 
Order  [No.  4]  Bill 

I.  Bep.*  July  11,4m. 
Sr.*  July  IS,  665. 

Local  OoTMnmeut  [Inland]  Froviiioiial 
Orders  [Eon^ns  of  the  Woktaf 
Olasses]  [No^BiU 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  662. 

Local  Oorexnment  Prorisional  Ordn 
[Poor  Law]  BiU 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  661. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Ord«n 
[No.  2]  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  661. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Ordan 
[No.  ^  BiU 

I,  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  661. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Ordm 

[No.  4]  BiU 

I.  Com.*  July  28, 
Report  from  Select  Com.,  July  21, 4SS. 
Rep.*  July  IS,  664 ;  July  M,  1347. 
3R.'  July  31,  ISOa 


Local  Oovemment  Provisional 

[No.  5]  BUI 

I.  Royal  AsseiU,  July  IS,  661. 


Oldn 


Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Ordtn 

[No.  6]  BUI 

I.  2r.'  J»l>)  Jl,  427. 
Rcj}.'  July  IS,  665. 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Oxden 

[No.7j  BUI 

/.  Boijnl  Assent,  July  IS,  661. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Ordsn 
[No.  8]  BiU 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  661. 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Oxden 

[No.  0]  BiU 

I  Com.'  Jult/  11,  427. 

Bep.'  July  IS,  665. 

3b.*  July  18,  1124. 
e.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  31,  1532. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Ordan 

[No.  10]  BiU 

I.  2R.'  July  11,  427, 
Rep."  July  IS, 
^ti.'  July  18,\\^^ 
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Local  Oovenunent  Proriaioiul  OrdMS 
[No.  U]  Bill 
/.  Boyal  Assent,  July  13,  661. 

Local  Qovenunent  Provisional  Orders 

,    [No.  12]  BUI 

/.  Com.'  July  10,  274  ;  July  18,  11S4. 
Rep.*  July  SO,  1347. 
Sr.*  July  SI,  IfiOO. 
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Locomotives  in  Factories 


[Loc-rLon 


Local 


OoTemment 

[No.  14]  Bill 


Proriaional  Orders 


L  2R.*  July  11,  427. 
Com.*  July  20, 1346. 

Local  OoTemment  Provisicnial  Order 

[No.  15j  Bill 

c.  Hep.  from  Select  Com.,  July  IS,  710. 
Con.,  July  U,  864. 
Sr.  July  17,  988. 

IB.*  July  17,  957. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
[OaslBiU 

/.  ^>yal  Assent,  July  13,  861. 

Local  OoTeniment   Provisional  Order 
[Housing  of  Working  Glasses]  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  661. 

Local  Government  [Scotland]  Act  [18M] 
Amendment  Bill 

c  lit.*  July  18, 1176. 

Local  Goternhent  [Scotland]  Act  [1894] 
Amendment  Bill 
Petition,  July  18,  1166. 

Local  Government  [Scotland]  Act,  1889 
Retam  presented,  July  10,  300. 

Local  Taxation 

Acconnt  —  Retain  ordered  [Mr.  T.  W, 
RmBell],  July  SI,  1535. 

Grotuid    Rente  —  TaxatioD  by  Loeal 
Authorities,  See  that  Title. 

licences  —  Return  ordered  [Mr.   T.  W. 
Russell],  July  21,  1536. 

Non-Payment  of  Rates,  Disfranchisemeiit 
for,  Scotland 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  .<1.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray. 
Jvly  14,  882. 

Scotland,  Return  presented,  July,  10, 275 
300. 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  Rates  Bill.  Set  that 
Title. 

Local  Taxation  [Customs  and  Excise] 
Act,  1800 
Return  presented,  J^y  10, 300. 

LOCKWOOD,  Col.  A.  [Essex,  Epping] 

Horses — Watering  Troughs  as  source  of 
Infection,  July  SO,  1381. 

Secondary  Education,  Secretary  for,  pro- 
posed, July  17,  1006. 

Volnnteers,    Government    Employees  — 
Annual  Camp  Drill,  Juiy  IS,  W4. 
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Cammell's  Works,  Sheffield,  Fatality 

Sir  H.  W. 


Q.   Mr.  Tennant  ;  A. 
Ridley,  July  20,  1376. 


Har- 


Logan,   Mr.   J.  W.  [Leiceatewhire, 
borough] 

Soatbam  Vaccination  ProHCcntion,  July  7« 
174. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
10,  350,  351,  3^,  397  ;  July  11,  537,  538 ; 
July  13,  790,  842. 

LOVDOK 

Equ^iBfttion  of  Rates,  Return  ordered 
[Mr.  T.  W.  Russell]  Jitly  SI,  1536. 

Medical  Men,  Attacks  on,  in  East  London 
—Police  Protection 
Q.  Mr.  PickersgUl;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  JWy  311. 

Street  Traffic— Unattended  Vans 

Q.  Gen.  Laurie  ;  ^.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridlev, 
July  7,  172. 

Water  Supply — Roval  Commission,  Cost 
of  Printing  Minates,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Hardy ;  A.  Mr.  Hanhury,  July 

6,  27. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Bail- 
wmr  [Pensions]  Bill 

t.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  662. 

Iiondon,  Brighton,  and  Bonth  Coast  Bail- 
way  rVarions  Powers]  Bill 

/.  Rep.  from  Select  Com.,  July  10,  274. 
3b.*  July  SI,  1499. 

iMoAon,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  Bill 

e.  Lords  Amendta.,  July  7,  160. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  663. 

London  Cobpobation,  Annual  Account  pre- 
sented, July  SI,  1500,  1533. 

Loiubm  Ooon^  Oonncil  [General  Povns] 
BiU 

/.  Com.*  July  10,  275. 
R^.*  July  17,  957. 
Rep.  from  Select  Com.,  July  SO,  1346. 

London  County  Council  [Honey]  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  July  20, 1346. 

Ifondon  Government  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  6,  43. 
/.  Commons  Amendts.,  July  7,  1S8. 
Royal  Assent,  July  13,  661. 

London  Government  Bill 

Women,  Qualification  of,  Mr.  Courtney's 
Amendt. — Lords  Amendts,,  July  6,  43. 

London  Iny^vements  Bill 

/.  Rip.  from  Select  Com.,  JulySl,  1408. 
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London  School  Board 

Sdence  and  Art  Classes,  Illegal  Expendi- 
ture 

Qs.  Mr.  E.  Cecil.  Mr.  J.  Lowther ;  Aa, 
Sir  J.  Gorst,  JtUy  17,  1004. 

London  United  Tramways  BiU 

I.  Rep.'  July  13,  861. 
3b.*  July  IS,  1123. 

I/ONDON  University 

Imperial  Institute  Baildings,  See  Imperial 
Institute. 

University  of  London  Act  Amendment 
Bill,  See  Title. 

London,  Waltiiamstov,  and  Epjwng  Forest 
BaUway  {No.  2]  BiU 

/.  2r.*  July  IS,  664. 

London   and  North-Western  Bailway 
[Additional  Fowors]  Bill 

/.  Com.'  July  10,  274. 
B^,*  July  U,  861. 
9b^*  July  18,  1122. 

Loii4on  and  North-Western  Bailway 

[New  Bailway]  Bill 

/.  Rep.  from  Select  Com.,  July  18,  1121. 

London  and  South-Westem  Bailwi^  Bill 

I.  Sr.*  July  7,  138. 
c.  IR.*  July  7,  165. 
2R.*  July  17,  987. 

Londonderry,  Marquess  of 

Kingsto^vn  Harbour,  Reduction  of  Staff, 

etc.,  July  J,  677. 

Land  Acts — Iru^h  Landowners'  Gzievancts, 
July  18,  1149. 

Small  Housed  [Acquisition  of  Ownership] 
Bill,  2r.,  July  ^1,  1507, 1517. 

Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  'R.—PresideiU  of  Board 
of  Agriculture  [Liverpool,  West  Derby] 

Agricultural  Analyst^  District  Appoint- 
ments, July  13,  094. 

America,  Soutb,  Cattle  Trade — Blacklisted 
Ships,  July  7,  173 ;  July  17,  999. 

Dog  Muzzling  Order  in  Yorkshire  July  17, 
1000. 

GoatB  and  Tuberculosis,  July  SI,  154S. 

Horses— Watering  Troughs  as  source  <A 
infection,  etc.,  July  SO,  1381. 

Bailway  Companies'  Running  Powets— 
Sectional  Maps,  July  13t  689. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July  17, 
1046,  10d5  1075,  1076,  1080.  1081.  1087, 
1088,  1097,  nil;  July  18,  1179,  1190, 
1209,  1210,  1212,  1222,  1326,  1227,  1229, 
1238,  1239,  1241,  1243,  1345,  1247,  1255, 
1258,  1261,  1263;  July  19,  1306,  1311, 
1312,  1317,  1318,  1321,  1328,  1339;  Juiy 
to,  1447,  1458,  1462;  1471,  147%  1483, 
1492. 
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Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  B.—cont. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  July  10, 
313;  July  11,  476;  C<wn.,  July  10,  331, 
340,^341,  344,  34S,  375.  383,  38"^  388.  389, 
403,  407, 410, 413, 416 ;  July  11,  486,  487. 
508.  529,  561  ;  July  IS.  605.  606, 607,  808, 
643 ;  July  IS,  720,  729,  730.  732,  733,  736, 
755,  759,  760,  785.  788,  787,  796,  797.  804. 
822,  839,  84l2,  843  ;  3R..  July  SO,  1396. 

Clause  4,  Rates  referred  to  in,  July 
13,  m. 

Discontinued  Grants,  July  7,  174; 
July  13,  695  ;  July  17,  1000;  July 
18,  1170;  July  SO,  1380. 

Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland —Vii^t  Hon.  A. 
G.  Murray. 

Lord  Chaneelhr—'EaxX  of  Halsbury. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland — Lord  Ashbourne. 

Lord  Lieutenant  (^f  Ireland— 'Ea.Ti  Cadogan. 

Lord  President  of  the   Council  —  Duke  cf 
DeTonahire. 

Lord  Privy  Seat — Viscount  Cross. 

Lough,  Mr.  T.  [Islington,  W.] 

Law  Olfioers  of  the  Crown,  Payment  of, 
eto.,  July,  7, 189,  191, 192. 

Loudon  Government  Bill,  Lords  Amendts., 
July  6,  80,  81. 
Qualincation  of  Women,  J uly  6, 60. 61. 

Prison  Warders'  Girevancea,  etc.,  July  7, 
205. 212. 

Private  Members'  Bill*,  Selection  of— 
Winding  up  the  Business  of  the  Sesskm, 

July  17,  1025. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July 
17, 1061,  1073, 1080 ;  July  18,  1228^  1230^ 
1344,  1245,  1251,  125S;  July  19.1336; 
Juiy  30,  1448,  1463,  1467.  - 

Women,  Overtime  Employment  in  Wash- 
ing Bottles,  July  18, 1175. 

Loughborough  Corporation  Bill 

c  Con.*  July  21,  1531. 

Lowestoft  Promenade  Pier  Bill 

Rep.*  July  7,  138. 
3r."  July  11,  428. 
e.  Lords  Atnendt.,  July  18, 1165. 

Lowestoft  Water  and  Chw  Bill 

e.  Con.*  July  10, 298. 

Sr.*  July,  IS,  678. 
/.  Cmnmons  Amendts.,  July  14,  862. 

LowLBs,  Mb.  J.  [Shoreditch,  Haggerston] 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill.  Con.,  Juig 

27.  1089.  rn.r^nlo 
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LOWTHER,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  [Kent,  Thanet] 
Jamaica  and  United  States— Treaty 
Reciprocity,  July  10,  307. 

Lmdon  School  Board^Scieace  and  Art 
Classes,  lUwal  Expenditure,  J^y  17, 
1005. 
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July  6—21. 

Macaleese,  Mr.  ^.—cont. 

Monaghan  Coanty  Council  Electioni 
Expenditnre,  July  7,  183. 
Return,  July  6,  35. 

Naval  Stores,  condemned,  July  11,  467. 


Northern  Fisheries  Conference,  July  14, 
874. 

Ramsgate  Harbour,  MaBtership  Vacancy, 
July  Jl,  1542. 

Sate  of  Food  and  Drugti  Bill,  Con.,  July 
17, 1042,  1048  :  July  18,  1101. 

LOWTHEE,  Rt.   Hon.  J.  Vf.  —  Ckaimian  of 
Committed  [Cumlierland,  Penrith] 
Supply,  Rulings  in  Committee,  J'u/y7,  191, 
210 ;  July  J4,  888,  889.  003,  005 ; 
Jvly        1601,  1603,  1604,  1605,  1606, 
1608, 1023,  1640,  1634. 

"nthe  Reat-charga  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  10,  323.  326,  337,  341,  348,  349,  352, 
367,  368, 405.  406,  407,  409  ;  July  11,  484, 
485,  498,  499,  501,  503,  51 1,  512,  519,  520, 
622.  523,  524,  525.  526,  559,  572,  578  ; 
July  13,  586,  587,  593,  624, 625,  633,  641, 
6^ ;  July  13,  715,  717.  749,  750,  758, 775, 
776,  778,  783,  785.  787,  788,  791,  805, 821, 
851,  837.  858. 

LnsBOCK,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  [London  Uni- 
versity] 

Fishery  Board,  Scotland,  Extension  of  the 
Territorial  Liiuits,  &c.,  July  14,  BOO. 

LiTDLOW  Vaccination  Prosecution 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  iiir  M.  \V.  Ridley, 
July  7,  171. 

LxjHACY  Grant,  Ireland 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  7,  185. 

Lukatic  Asylum,  Bro admoor.  Vote  for,  J'u^^ 
7.220;  Jttly\17,  1117. 

LTell,  SIR.L.  [Orkney  uid  Shetlands] 

Orknqr  Sheriff  Clerk.  Appointment  and 
Duties  of,  July  17,  1006. 

Uacaleese,  Mb.  D.  [Monaghan,  N.] 
Belfast 

Harbour,  Unprotected  condition  of, 

July  IS,  706. 

Telegraph  Offices—Lavatory  Accom- 
modation, etc.,  July  10,  315;  July 
17,  1009. 

Telegraphisls'  Conference,  July  6,  25. 
Waring  Street  Post  Office,  July  21, 
1550. 

Colenune  Postmasterahip  Vacancy,  July 
10,  315. 

Dundalk  Postmastership,  July  7,  177.  ' 

Industrial  Schools,  Ireland— Circular,  July 
7, 184. 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Act — Amend- 
ment, July  £0, 1386. 
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Macartney,  Mr.  W.  E.— Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  [Antrim,  S.] 

Condemned  Storea,  July  11, 466. 

ContractA 

P&naldes,  JWy  SI,  1589. 

Volenite  Company,  July  11,  467. 

S^e  Contracts — Artificial  Dyes,  July  i7». 

Macdona,  Mr.  J.  C.  [Southwark,  Rotherhithe], 

Derelicts  in  the  Atlantic,  Search  for  1^ 
H.M.  Ships,  July  11,  486. 

IAacDonnrll,  Dr.  [Queen's  County,  Leiz] 
Barrow  River  Dnunage,  July  7, 185. 

MacIver,  Mr.  D.  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale] 

Tithe  Rent-cbai^  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 

is,m. 

Water-tube  Boilers,  Adopting  for  Xaval 
Ships,  July  21,  1572. 

Maclean,  Mr.  J.  H.  [CardifTI 
Indian  Currency — Sovereigns 
tender,  July  11, 470. 

Queen's  Birthday  Celehration  in  Matal — 
Native  children  forbidden  to  view 
festivitieB  with  children  of  white  peopl^. 
July  13,  691. 

Ranjitnngji,  Prince,  Clsims  to  the  Gadi 
of  Muwanagar,  July  17,  007. 

Transvaal  Franchise — Number  of  Uitland- 
ers  entitled  to  vote  for  first  Volksraad,. 

July  17,  998. 

Macnaghten,  Lord 

Marriages  Validity  [No.  2]  Bill,  2r.,  July 

10,  289. 

MacNeill,  Mr.  i.  G.  S.  [Donegal,  S.] 

Chancery  Division— New  Judge,  Jvly  6,. 
37. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  Vote,  July  6,. 
38. 

Naval  Manoeuvres — "Times"  Publicatlou, 

July  14,  886. 

Transvaal — Earl     Grey's  attack 
President  Krnger,  Jviy  6,  38. 

Vivisection-— DisouBsion  on  last 
Estimates,  July  7, 188. 

War  Office,  Female  Clerks  in,  Employmenk 
for  Orphan  daughters  of  Officers,  ^c, 
July  7,  170. 

McLaren,  Mr.  C.  P.  B.  [Leicester,  Bosworth], 
Tithe  R«nt-cbarge[RaiM8]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
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McLeod,  Mr.  J.  [Sutherland] 

Lamont,  Dr.,  Prosecution  of ,  July  14,  939. 

Salmon  Fisheries,  Scotland— Inspcctor'a 
Salary.  July  I4,  953,  956. 

M-Dermott,  Mr.  P.  [Kllkenoy,  N.] 

Urlingford  Dispensary  Districts,  Re-ar- 
rangenient,  July  IS,  707. 

MHShee,  Mb.  R.  [Louth.  S.] 

Glebe  Loans,  Ireland— Espemses,  JiUv  11, 
478. 

London  Female  Telegraphists'  Salaries  and 
Receipt  Stamp,  July  17,  1009. 

M'Kbnna,  Mr.  R.  [Monmouth,  N.] 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  July  10, 
313  J  Cam.,  July  10,  358,  3ft3,  375,  401, 
408 ;  July  11,  500,  501,  534 ;  Jidy  IS, 
627  ;  July  13,  854. 

Maddison,  Mr.  F.  (Sheffield,  Brightaide] 
Dockyard  Labourers,  Wages,  etc,  July  £1, 
1599. 

London  Government  Bill,  Lords  amend- 
ments— Qualification  of  Women,  July  6, 
63. 

Post  Office  Buildings  in  E.G.  District, 
Insanitary  state  or,  July  11,  479. 

Railway  Inspectors  —  Appointment  of 
Military  man,  Jitly  11,  4*5. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drags  Bill,  Con.,  July 
IS,  1201  ;  July  20, 1460,  1473. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  10,  380 ;  Jtdy  IS,  776,  788. 

Madras — Bankrupt  Zemindars 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
July  6,  14. 

Magistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace 

Bail  Regulations,  Reg.  v.  Ryle 

Q.  Mr.  J.  L.  Morgan  ;  A.  Sir  M.  "W. 
Ridley.  July  13,  701. 

Released  Prisoners — Magistrates  advising 
to  enlist — Gase  at  Worthing 
Q.  Maj.  Rasch;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  IS,  685. 

Mail  Service 

Australian  Mails,  Delay  in  Delivery 

Q.  Mr.   Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  Hfuibnry, 

July  10,  317. 

Maldon  Postmen— Medical  Treatment 

Q.  Mr.  Stead  man ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry,  July 
7,  176. 

Malta 

Political  GonditioD  —  Return  presented, 
July  ^0,  1360  J  July  21,  1532: 

llanchester  Ganonries  Bill 
c.  IK.*  July  6, 42. 
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Hanchester  Coiporation  [Oenetal  Pmran] 
BUI 

/.  Cbm.*  July  7,  138. 
Sep.*  July  IS,  664. 
Sr.*  July  18,  1122. 

Iffanchester  Corporation  Tramwi^  Bill 

c.  Rep."  July  -JO,  1358. 

Manning  the  Navv,  S.,  July  si,  1606. 

Recruiting  in  Manufacturing  Disliicts,  8., 
July  n,  1609. 

Manoeuvres,  Naval,  Stt  Navy. 

Maroabine 

Colouring — Committee  of  Inquiry 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Mr.  Chi^iiit 
July  13,  606. 

Sole  of  Food  and  Drugs  BiU,  See  that  lltle. 

Marine  Artillery,  Royal— Examinations 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;      Mr.  G.  J.  Goschoi, 
Julygl,  1536. 

Marine  Certificates— Masters,  Mates  aod 
Engineers  [Suspension,  etc.,  of  Certifi- 
cates] Return  jtreeented,  July  7, 161. 

Marines,  Royal 

Boys  enlisting  in — Parents'  Consent 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  Jul]/ 
11,  466. 

Pensions,  Return  ordered  [Lord  C.  Beres- 
fordl  July  21, 1533. 

Mark  IV.  Ammunition,  iSer  Expanding  Bnll^ 

Mablow  Vaccination  Prosecutions 

Q.  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
July  10,  312. 

MaxTiaces  Validity  [No.  2]  Bill 

IR.*  Julys,  4. 
2r.  July  10,  289. 
Rep.*  July  11,  461. 

Rep.  from  Standing  Com.,  July  13,  06A. 
Zr.*  July  14,  863. 
e.  IR.*  July  17,  1015. 

Mabyborough  Prison  Works— Stone-eut* 
tera'  lock-out 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn:  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfonr, 
July  20, 1385. 

Marlbbone  Infirmary— Expenditure 

Q.  Mr.  Flower;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  JWy  i7, 
1003. 

Masters,  Mates  and  Engineees  [Saspensiin) 
etc,  of  Certificate!*]  Return  present«d, 
Juiy  7, 161. 

Match  Industry— Phosphorus  Poisoninft 
'    Debate  in  Committee  of  Sapp^,  J^V  A 

220. 

Maxwell,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E.  [Wigtonl 
Fishery  Board,  Scotl^,  July  IL^ 
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Mato,  Earl  of 

Land  Acts— Irish  Landowners'  Grievances, 

July  18, 1158. 
Seats  for  Shop  AssisCants  Bill,  Com.,  July 
IS,  672. 

Wild  Birds  Protection  Act»  Ireland— En- 
f(HX!emeut  of,  July  17,  976. 

Medical  Men,  Attacks  on,  in  East  Lonuoo 
Q.  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
J  uly  10,  311. 


Medical  Servicb,  Arut 
Date  of  Examination 

Q.  Cape.  Greville;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  17, 991. 
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Mekchant  Shipping— con^ 

Masters,  Mates  and  Engineers  tSuspeosum, 
etc,  of  Certificates]  Return  presented, 
July  7,  161. 

New  York  British  Consular  Shipping 
Office — Crimping,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusaon  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  10,  300. 

North  Atlantic  Winter  Freeboard,  Return 
presented,  July  SO,  1361. 

Reserve  Mercliant  Cruisers,  S.,  July.  31, 
1582. 

Seameu,  See  that  Title. 


Medical  Tbeathent  of  Postmen 
Maldon  Postoirai 

Q.  Mr.  Stead  man ;  A,  Mr.  Hanbory, 
July  7, 177. 

Medicine  Stamps.  Scotland— Patent  Medi- 
tanes 

Revenue  derived  from 

Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beaoh,  July  10,  308. 

Melloe,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Yorkshire,  W.  R., 

Sowerby] 

Vaccination  of  School  Teachers — Case  of 
F.  H.  Richardson,  July  SO,  1382. 

Members  of  Parijaheht 
New  Members  Sworn 

Austin.  Sir  J.,  for  County  of  York, 

[Osgoldcross  Division]  July 10,  322. 
Emmott,  Mr.   A. ,  for   Borough  of 

Oldham.  July  10,  322. 
Rnnciman,  Mr.  W.,  for  Borough  oi 

Oldham,  July  10.  322. 
Wnghtson,  Mr.  T.,  for  St.  Pancras 

[^t  Division!  July  13,  710. 

Mehdl,  Mr.  S.  F.  [Plymouth] 

l^the  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
11,  539 ;  July  12,  622. 

Menstone  Water  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  July  gl,  1498. 

Mental  Condition  of  Convicts 

Medical  Evidence 

Q.  Mr.  YoxaU ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
July  SI,  1546. 

Mebchant  Shipfinq 

Act  1894 — Orders  in  Council  presented, 
Julym,  1348. 

America,  South,  Live  Stock  Trade — Black- 
listed Vessels 
Q».  Mr.  Field ;  Ag.  Mr.  Long,  July  7, 
173;  July  17,  WO. 

Boy  Sailors  Scheme 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Mr.  lUtchie,  July 
SI,  la42. 

Casualties  Return  presented,  July  7,  140, 
161. 
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Mebchant  Shipping  [Limitation  op  Lia- 
bility  of  Shipowners]  Bill 

Petition,  July  U,  868. 


Docks  and 
[Finance]  BUI 

e.  S^.*  July  14,  868. 
Con.*  July  21,  1531. 


Harbour  Board 


Merset    Docks  and   UARBOtiR  Board 
[Finance]  Bill 
Stamp  Duties  Resolution  [Or,  Farquhar- 

sonj  J  Illy  0,  7. 

Mersey   Docks    and   Harbonr  Board 
[Pilotage]  Bill 

c.  Con.'  Jiilij  1^,  585. 

3r.'  July  17,  987. 
I.  Commons  Aniendts.,  July  IS,  1123. 

Meteorological  Office 

Increase  in  Grant,  proposed 

Q.  Lonl  C.  Beiesford;  A.   Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beach,  July  6,  23. 

Hetropolis  Management  Acta  Amend- 
ment [Bye-Laws]  Bill 

c  Com.*  July  6,  136. 

8e*  July  10,  424. 
I.  Commons  Amendts.,  July  SO,  1347- 

Metropolitan  A.sylums  Board— PurcbaHo 
of  Sutton  Schools 
Q.  Mr.  Trevelyan :  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
17,  1003. 

Metropolitan  Police 

East  London — Attacks  on  Medical  Men, 
Police  Protection 
Q.  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  ^.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  10,  81 L 

Vote  for,  Jm/i/ i/.  111". 

Metropolitan  Police  [Salaries]  Bill 

e.  IR*  July  6,  43. 

Metropolitan  PoUce  [Salaries]  [No.  2]  Bill 

c.  IR.*  July  IS,  1267. 

Metropolitan  Police  [Salaries]  [No.  2] 
Bill 

Financial  Resolution  [Sir  M.  W.  Ridley], 
July  17, 1118;  Keporteil,  July  18, 1266. 
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Mbtbopolitan  Stbeet  Traffic 
Unattended  Vans 

Q.  Gen.  Ijiurie  j  ^.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley. 
Julif  7, 172.  ' 

Metropolitan  Underoround  Railway— 
Ventilation 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July  6,  21. 

Mid  Kent  Oas  BiU 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  662. 

Hidland  Railway  Bill 

/.  3r.*  July  6,  2. 

c.  Lords  AmendU.,  July  II,  462. 

/.  Boyal  Agtettt,  July  23,  663. 

Midland  and  Jputh-WeBtem  Junction 
Railway  BiU, 

/.  Jtep.*  July  6,  2.'  , 

Sr.*  July  n,  426.  ' 
c  L&rda  Amenttts.,  Jufy.l9,  1269. 

MiGBATION  PROM  THE  HIGHLANDS 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Miirra^^-  July 
14t  880.  ^. 

MlLDMAY,  Mb.  F.  a  (Devon,  Totnes) 

Plymouth   Breakwater  ^Vorks— Convey- 
ance of  Workmen,  July  IS,  683. 

MiLiTAEY  District  Canteens,  See  Canteens 
and  Mess  Co.operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  BiU 

I.  Sr.*  July  11,  426. 
Boyal  Assent,  July  13,  6^. 

Military  Preparations  in  South  Africa, 
Sec  Transvaal. 

Military  Prisons 

Amendment  to  Rules  presented,  July  I4, 
863. 

MilitaiT  Works  Bill 

e.  2R.,  July  G,  82. 

Militia 

EnlistmeDts 

Q.  Gen.  RuBsell;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  SI,  1539. 

Eatablit^li  inent — Deficiency 

Q.  Gen.  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
July  Jl,  1540. 

Foreign  Service 

Q.  Lord  Braye  ;  A.  Marqness  of  Lans- 

do\vne,  J uiic  10,  292. 

Regulations  presentecl,  July  14,  SGS,  869. 

Transfer  of  men  from  to  the  Regular 
Array,  S.,  July  21,  1619,  1645. 

Treatment  of  by  tlie  War  Office.  S.,  July 
£1,  1622^ 

IfiUtia  Ballot  BiU 

I.  IE.,  July  7, 144, 
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I.  2R.*  July  6,  2. 
Com.''  July  7,  138. 
B^,*  July  IS,  664. 
Sr.*  July  17,  957. 

MiLHER,  Sir  A,  See  Transvaal. 

Milton  Creek  Conservancy  BiU 

/.  Sr.*  July  7. 139. 

e.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  17, 987. 

Milward.  Col.  V.  [Warwick,  Stiatford- 
npon-Avon] 

Sugar  for  the  Navy,  Colonial  grown  and 
British  refined  Sugar,  July  SI,  1538. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  SR.,  Jtdy 

20,  1407.  J       .      ,  r 

Ministers  of  Religion  as  Guardians 
Konconformist  Ministers  receiving  Fees 
for  Burial  of  Paapers— Disqualifi- 
'  cation 

Q.  Mr.  Goddard;  A.    Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  July  18,  1169. 

Missionaries  Murdered  in  China 

Murder   of   Mr.   Fleming  —  Recall  of 
Governor  of  Kwei-Chan 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Mr.  Brodriek, 

y  July  7,  171. 

Mombasa-Victoria   (Uganda)  Railway 
Committee,  Report,  July  IS,  665, 679. 

Monaoh^  County  Council  Electiosb 
Expenqiture 

Q.  Vr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
B^four,  July  7,  184. 

Return 

V-  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  G,  S5. 

MONEY-LENDINQ  BiLL 

Memorial 

G.Mr.    Yerburgh;    .4.  Mr.    A  J. 
Balfour,  July  is,  709. 

Petition,  July  11, 464. 

MoNKSwELL,  Lord 

Militia  Ballot  BUI,  IR.,  July  7,  156. 

MoNTEAGtE,  Lord 

Small  Houses  [Acquisition  of  Ownership] 
Bill,  2R.,  July  21,  1518. 

Monuments,  Sm  Ancient  Monuments  Pro- 
tection Bill. 

Moon,  Mr.  E.  R.  P.  [St.  Pancras,  N.] 

CagUari,  British  Consul  at,  Appointment 
of  Italiui  subject,  J-vAy  90, 1368. 

Moore,  Mr.  A.  J.  [Londonderry] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  Julv 
18,  1213.  -6        J        .  J 
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Moray  Fieth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in,  S.,  July 
14,  893,  896,  898,  »2,  904.  907,  942. 

Morgan,  Mr.  J.  L.  [Carmarthenshire,  W.} 

Bail  Begolatioiu,  Reg.  v.  Kyle,  July  13, 
701. 

Delrt,  Impriwmmentfor,  AbolitioD  of,  Juhf 
7,202. 

tithe  Bent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Cmn.,  July 

Carmarthen   Connty  —  DiBccmtinned 
Grant,  July  IS,  695. 

MoRLET,  Earl  ov—Chawrman  t^f  Commiitees 

Edacation  Department  Be-orsnnisation, 
July  SI,  1624. 

Estate  Duty— Govemmmt  Valoers,  July 
10,  290,  291. 

Seats  iat  Shop  ABBiBtants  Bill,  Com., 
Jtrfy  IS,  m. 

Small  Honses  [Acqnisilion  of  Ownership] 
Bill,  2r.,  JulyXI,  1511. 

MORHBLL,  Mb.  G.  H.  [Oxfordshire,  Woodstock] 
Bnrial  Gionnds— L^islation,  July  13,  700. 

MoBBis,  Mr.  S.  [Kilkenny,  S.] 

Kilkenny,  South,  Land  Conunisn  -ners' 
^ttingB,  July  IS,  706. 

NaviU  Contracts  —  Volenite  Company, 
July  11, 467. 

Morrison,  Mr.— Mot  Postmaster  and  the 
Petty  Sessions  Clerkship 

Q.  Dr.  Ambrose  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanhnry,  July 
10,  315. 

Morton,  Mr.  E.  J.  C.  [Devonport] 

Dockyards 

Classification  System,  July  SI,  1501. 

Shipwrights  Apprentices,  J uty  SI, 1598. 

Nary  Votes,  Discnssion  of  Questions  on, 
July  SI,  1606. 

Suj^^— Business  of  the  House,  July  17, 

Moss,  Mr.  S.  [DenUghshire,  E.] 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
402.  643. 

HoH  Bide  Urban  District  Oonudl  [Tram- 
vays]  BiU 

e.  Rep.*  July  to,  1368. 

MOULTON,  Mr.  J.  F.  [Cornwall,  Launceston] 

Tithe  Rent-chaige  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.  July 
10,  306,  867.  368,  396,  411 ;  July  11,  664, 
665. 

MoY 

Fair  Rents 

Qs.  Mr.  DiUon ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  6,  H;  July  13,  705. 

Postmaster  and  the  Petty  Sessions  Clerk- 
ship 

Q.  Dr.  Ambrose;  A.  Mr.  Hanbary, 
July  10,  315. 
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Munro-Febquson,  Mr,  R.  C,  See  Ferguson. 


MuNTZ,  Mr.  p.  a.  [Warwickshire.  Tamworth] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.  July  18, 
1215.  -6        .  . 

Murnaghan,  Mr.  G.  [Tyrone,  Mid] 

Omagh  Town  Commissioners  —  Urban 
Sanitary  Anthority  Petition,  July  6,  32. 

Murray,  Col.  C.  W.  [Bath] 

Rifle  RangeM  closed  since  iasae  of  Lee- 
Metford  Rifle,  July  7,  169. 

MUBBAY,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  (i.~Lord-Advoeate 
[Bateshire] 

Bee-keeping  in  Ross-shire,  July  11,  48a 

Bridges,  Maintenance  o^  J uly  I4, 8ffi! ;  July 
SI,  1643. 

Cottars'  Application  for  Land,  July  14, 881 

Connty  Authorities  and  Consulting  En- 
gineers—Difficulties, July  13,  708. 
County  Valuation  Rolls,  July  6,  27. 

Crofters'  Holdintra,  Applications  to  Con- 
gested District  lloud,  etc.,  July  7, 179 ; 
July  IS,  m. 

Deer  Forest  Return,  July  SI,  1545. 

Fisheries 

Cruisers— Crews'  Leave  of  Absence, 
July  11,  480. 

Grants— Applications  for  Boat&  etc, 

July  14,  881. 

Salmon  Fisheries,  Inspector,  etc.,  Ju^ 

14,  955. 

Territorial  Limit,  Extwdon  of,  etc 

July  14,  908. 

Trawling,  July  I4,  907,  948. 

Horse  and  Cattle  Breeding  in  Congested 

Districts,  Jufy  13,  701. 

Irish  History,  Teaching  in  Schools,  pro- 
posed, Jidy  1377. 

Lanumt,  Dr.,  Pnuecution  of,  July  ijL  918, 

919,920,921,923,924,933,941. 
Le^s,  Isl^d  of— Rate  Collection,  July  a, 

lights,  Minor— Maintenani»  of,  July  31, 
1543.  " 

Ross-shire  Coast,  July  10,  311. 

Migration  from  the  Highlands,  July  14, 


880. 


Orkney  Sheriff  Clerk,  Appointment  anti 
Duties  of,  July  17,  1007. 

Orphan  Homes— Education 
Decision.  July  14,  884. 


Department 


Osprey,  Destruction  of — Penalty,  July  20, 
1378. 

Pauper  Patients,  Removal  of— Glasgow 
Police  Regulations,  July  IS,  "02. 

Peddieston   Public  School,  etc..  Water 
Supply,  July  13,  702  ;  July  21,  1544. 

Poor  Relief,  July  21,  1545. 

Port  Ness— Establishment  of  Life  Boat 
Station,  July  7,  178. 
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Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.—coiU. 

Portmaliomack  Harbour  ImproveDient, 
Grant  in-aid,  JiUa  7, 179  ;  July  10,  311 ; 
July  31,  1544. 

Portnagnran  Harbour,  Proposed  construe- 
tion  of — Grant-in-aid,  July  11,  480. 

Prisoners,  Treatment  of,  July  I4,  884. 

Private  Lefi;lslatioQ  Procedure  [Scotland] 
BUI,  July  11, 481. 

Rates,  Non-payment— OUfranchiflenient, 
July  14,  883. 

School  Inspection 

Inadequacy  of  Staff,  July  7,  178. 
Wester  Ross  Schools,  July  6,  28. 

School  Registers— New  Code,  JulySl,  1543. 

Secondary  Education — Banffshire  Grant* 
JMly  ll  883. 

Spinning  and  Weaving  in  the  Highlands, 
July  13,  704. 

Stomoiray  Prison,  Abandonment  of,  July 

Teachers'  Superannuation  Act,  Jvly  18, 
1171. 

Tel^«ph  Offices  in  Congested  Distrieta, 
J^y  11,  479. 

Vaccination  Pr^isecutioua,  July  IS,  703. 

Mussel  Beds,  Clyde,  S.,  July  14,  889,  950. 

MuzzLiNo  Order  in  Yorkshire 

Q.  Col.  Gunter ;  A.  Mr.  Long,  July  17, 
1000. 

Myers,  Mr.  W.  H.  [Winchester] 

Winchester  Rifle  Range,  July  SI,  1539. 

Natal 

British  Indians  in — Franchise,  etc. 

Q».  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Davitt;  At.  Mr. 
J.  ChamberiMn,  July  SO,  1S70l 

Quem  Victoria's  Birthday  Celebratirai — 
Native  Children  forbidden  to  view 
festivities  with  Children  of  White 
People 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  IS,  601. 

National  Portrait  Gallery 

Acquisition  of  Historical  Portraits  — 
Cforre-<pondence  between  Treasury  and 
Board  of  Trustees — Return  presented, 
July  10,  290;  July  11,  464. 

National  Telephone  Company 

Government  Agreement  with 

Q.  Mr.  Kimber;  A.  Mr.  Haabnry, 
July  10,  816. 

Naturalisation  Abroad,  Conditions  of 
Q.  Mr.  C.  H.  Wilson ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  14,  875. 

Natal  Bases,  Commands  at 

Grant,  Major.  Promotion  of 

Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbam, 
July  SO,  136S. 

Royal  Engineens  S.,  JuJy  SI,  1647. 
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Naval  Works  Bill 

c.  IR."  July  19,  1344. 

Naval  Works  Bill 

Q.  Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttlevwth  ;  A.  Mr. 
Goschen,  July  13,  682. 

Financial  Resolution,  July  28,  1267 ; 
Reported,  July  19,  1342. 

Navy 

Firtt  Lord — Rt.  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen. 
Seeretary—JAi.  W.  G.  E.  Macartney. 
Admiralty  Office,  Vote  for,  July  tl,  1601. 

Armour  Plat^  Supply  and  Manufacture 

of,S.,JidySl,im. 

Artillery  Practice— Priae-firing  Betnint, 
S.,  July  SI,  1607. 

Boilers,  See  that  Title. 
Boy  Sailors  Scheme 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritehie, 
July  SI,  1642. 

Ch^lains,  Romu  Catholic,  iS.,  July  tip 

Contracts 

Penalties  and  the  Engineers'  Strike 
S.,  July  SI,  1576,  1589,  150a 

Voleuite  Company 

Q.  Mr.  Morris ;  A .  Mr.  Macartney, 

July  11,  487. 

Cordite  Storage  near  Portsmouth 

Qs.  Admiral  Field,  Mr.  T.  G.  Bowlee; 
As.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  7,  167. 

Cork  Harbour — Length  of  Pier,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.   Nussey  ;  A.    Mr.   J.  A. 
Chamberlain,  July  7, 169. 

Derelicts  in  the  Atlantic,  Search  for,  bv 
H.M.  Ships 
Q.  Mr.  Macdona ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  11,  466. 

Dockyards,  Labour  in— Debate  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  July  81,  1591. 

Fleets,  Great  Britain  and  For«gn  Countries 
—Return  ordered  [Sir  C.  Dilke]  July 

SI,  1536. 

Greenwich  Age  Pennon  Fund 

Raising  question  on  the  Admiial^ 

vote 

S.,  July  SI,  1605. 

Greenwich  Hospital — Income  and  Expendi- 
ture, Statement  presented,  July  SO,  1496. 

Gun  Practice — Prize-firing  Returns 
0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  JtUy  SI,  1607- 

Haslar  Hospital,  Appointment  of  Deputy 

Inspector-General 
Q.  Capt.  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  Goeoben, 
July  13,  681. 

Manning  the  Navy 

Deputation  to  Mr.  Goschen 

0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  SI,  1606. 

Nomination  Barrier 
S.,  July  SI,  1611. 

Recruiting  In  Maaoiactaring  Dis- 
triota 
S.,Julytl,im. 
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BCinommB 

Q.  Sir£.Gonrley;  i4.BIr.G(Meheii, 
July  10, 300. 

**  Times  "  Publication 

Qa.  Mr.  MacNeill,  Mr.  Dillon ; 
At.  Mr.  C^oBchen,  July  14»  886. 

Huines,  See  that  Title. 

Meat,  C<Hideiiuied,  atDeptford  VietulUi^ 

Qt.  Mr.  Plynn,  Capt.  Donelan.  Mr. 
Macaleese ;  As.  Mr.  Macartn^, 

Jidy  11,  466. 

Nelson  MoDnment  on  Portsdown  Hill, 

Restoration  of 
Q.  Sir  J.  FergoHson;  A.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18, 1167. 

Fljmoath    Breakwater    Worka  —  Ccm- 
veyaoce  of  Workmen 
Q.  Mr.  Mildmav;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  13,  683. 

Seamen,  See  that  Title. 

Seige  Contracts — Artificial  Dyes 

Q.   Lord    C.    Bereaford ;    A.  Mr. 
Macartney,  July  17,  991. 

Ships  and  Shipbuilding 
Boilers,  See  that  Title. 

Contract  Work,  Repairs,  etc.,  Vote  for, 
Jt^y  SI,  1554. 

Electricity,  Use  of,  S.,  July  21, 1583. 

Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc. — Material, 
Vote  for,  July  21,  159). 

Repairs,  MaintenaDce,etc.— Personnel, 
Vote  for,  July  21,  1591. 

Russian  Programme,  S.,July  2U  1584, 
1585. 

Shar^hooter,  Boiler  Trials 

Q.  Mr.  Fenn  ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  W,  681. 

Water- 


of— Ships  fitted  with 
tube  Bouers 
0.  Mr.  Goechen,  July  SI,  1560. 

Terrible,  Boiler  Trials,  5.,  Jvly 
1557,  1561,  1563. 

Types  of  Ships,  etc.,  5.,  July  H,  1578. 

Water-tight  Doors,  S.,  July  SI,  1583. 

Soudan,  Naval  Officers  in — Promotion  and 

Retirement 
Q.  Lord  C.  Beresford;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  17,  990. 

Strategy,  Instntction  of  Officera  in 

Qa.  Sir  C.  Dilke.  Mr.  T.  G.  Bowles ; 

As.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  SO,  1362. 
0.  Sir  J.  Colomh,  S.,  JtUy  SI,  1606. 

Sugar  Contracts  —  Colonial  and  British 
Refined  Sugar 
<j.  Col.  Milward;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 

July  21,  \sa». 

Truning  Ships,  See  that  Title. 

Tramore  BoateKp 

Q.  Mr.  Power ;  A.  Mr.  J.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  6,  10. 

Trawling  on  Irish  Coasts — Enforcement  of 
Bye-laW8,^.,./u/y:^i,  lAll,  1613. 
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Trawling    on    Scottish    Coast— H.M.S. 

Jackal 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  10^ 

301. 

Woolwich  Arsenal — Employment  of  Naval 

Officers 

Q.  Lord  C.  Beresford ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
bam,  July  17, 992. 

Navt  Estimates 

Admiralty  Office— £961,600,  Com.,  July  SI, 
1601. 

Contract  iWork,  Shipbuilding,  Repairs, 
etc.— £6,601,000,  Com.,  July  SI,  1564. 

Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc. 
—Materiel,  £3,799,000,  Com.,  July  SI, 
1601. 

Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc. 
—Personnel,  £8;417,000,  Com.,  July  SI, 
1591. 

[For  flubiects  discnased  an  these  Votes,  tee 
thai  mies.] 

Nelson  Monument  on  Pobtsdown  Hili^ 

Restoration  of 
Q,  Sir  J.  FerausaoD ;  A.  Mr.  J.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  18,  1167. 

Nenaob  Children— Committed  to  Industrial 
School 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  7,  181. 

New  Members  Sworn,  iSTee  Members. 

New  York 

British  Consular  Shipinng  Office — Crimp- 

iag,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Ferguason ;  A,  Mr.  Brod- 

riek,  July  10,  306. 

Cancer  Laboratory  at  Ba£Falo 

Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
^«/yi2,471. 


HewcMtlfr-iipcm-^rne  Tnunwi^  and  Im- 
proTement  Bill 

L  2b.*  July  U,  426. 
Cbm.*  July  SO,  1845. 

Newfoundland  Fisheries 
B^t  IHspute 

Qs.  Sur  C.  DUke,  Mr.  T.  G.  Bowles ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Cbamberltun,  July  14^ 
874. 

Trea^  Shore 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  14,  874. 

Newspapers 

Reports  of  Select  Committees,  Premature 
Publication  of 
Oa.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr. 
Paolton,  July  17,  lOia 

"Daily  News" — Liquor  Licensing  Com- 
mission Report 
Qs.  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Flynn ;  As.  Sir 
M.  W.  Ridley,  July  7,  178. 

"Times,"  See  that  Title. 
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Niger  Peotectoratb 
British  Trade 

Q*.  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis  ;  As.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  10,  304  ;  July  13,  690. 

liqnor  Traffic  and  the  Gorenunent  Ad- 
miniatration 
Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlun.  JWy  18,  1168. 

0.  Capt.  Sinclair,  July  19,  1304. 

Royal  Niger  Company,  See  that  Title. 

Slavery,  Status  of 

0.  Capt.  Sinclair,  July  19,  1304. 

United  Kingdom  and  France,  Delimitation 
of  Poeaessions,  Conventiou — Copy  pre- 
sented, July  SI,  1800.  1538. 

Nonconformist  Ministers  as  Guardians 
Ministers  receiving  fees   for   burial  of 
paapers — Disqnaliiication 
Q.  Mr.  Goddard  ;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Rusaell.  July  18, 1169. 

North  Atlantic  Winter  Freeboard 
Return  presented,  July  W,  1361. 

ITortli-Easteni  Railway  Bill 

e.  Rep.*  July  so,  1368. 


Horth-Eastem  and  Hull 
[Joint  Dock]  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  18,  1166. 


and  Banudey 


Northern  Fisheries  Conference 

Qt.  Sir  W.  Wedderbnm,  Mr.  J.  Lowtber ; 
As.  Mr.  Brodrick.  July  14,  874. 

Norton,  Caft.  C.  W.  [Newington.  W,] 

Army— Strength  of  the  Army,  &e..  July 
SI,  1632. 

Business  of  the  House — Wiodinfi  up  the 
Bosinese  of  the  Session,  July  17, 1034. 

JIaslar  Hospital,  Appointment  uf  Deputy 
Inspector-General,  July  13,  681. 

Indian  Campaiens— Camp  Followna*  extra 
clothing,  July  SO,  1368. 

Match  Industry— Phosph<nii8  PmBoning. 
etc,  July  7,  m 

FrisonerB 

Handcnffing  in  Public,  July  18, 1178. 
Unconvict^    Prisoners  —  Detention 
before  Trial.  July  18,  1172. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drags  Bill.  Con. .  July  18, 
1218. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 
10,206. 

Norton,  Lord 

Poor  Law  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  R^., 

July  IS,  U25. 
Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  Bill,  Com.,  July 
IS,  668. 

Small  Houses  [Acquisition  of  Ownership] 
BUI,  2R.,  July  £1,  \S\± 
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Norwich,  Postmen's   Strifes,  Delay  in 
Awarding 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry,  July 
SI,  1548. 

Nottingham  Oorporstion  Bill 

e.  Lorda  Amendts.,  July  10,  298. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  663. 

Nurses  in  Irish  Unions 

Trim  Night  Nurse,  Hours  of  Duty 

g.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  17,  1011. 

Nussey,  Mb,  T.  W.  [Pontefract] 

Cork  Harbour— Length  of  Her,  etc.  /n/jr 

7,  169. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  Ht,'315 ;  July  11,  489  ;  July  IS, 
775,  776. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  [KUkenny] 

Baltimore  Railway  and  Pier,  July  10, 320. 

Butler  Estate.  Delay  ui  Sale,  July  17, 
1011.  '       »  < 

Customs   Officers'   Uniform   in  Ireland, 

July  17,  1001. 

Dublin  Post  Office — "  Learners"  perfonn- 
ing  Despatching  Duties,  etc.,  July  17, 
1007. 

Trim  Union  Night  Nurse,  Hours  of  DdU, 
July  17,  lOU. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  W.] 

Harbour  Loan,  Wicklow— RepresentatioD 
of  Baronies  on  Board,  July  11,  483. 

School  Attendance  Committee,  Wicklow, 
July  11,  482. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Liverpool,  Scotland] 

Home  tlffi'-e  Vote — Business  of  the  Honse, 
July  7,  188. 

Royal  Niger  Company  Bill,  2R.,  July  IS. 
1274. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill.  Con., 
July  20,  1463,  1465,  1481. 

Tithe  Rent-chaive  [Rates]  Bill.  Qm.. 
July  IS,  724,  786,  787,  788.  . 


Offical  Assignees,  1rei.and 

Qualification  of,  as  Liquidators  in  Wind- 
ing-up of  Public  Companies 
Q.    Mr.   Amold-Forster ;    A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  July  13,  709. 

Oldham,    Borough    of  —  New'  Member' 
sworn,  July  10,  322. 

Oldroyd,  Mb.  M.  [Dewsboiy] 

Tithe   Kent-chai^  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.. 
July  10,  36S. 

Ohaoh  Town  Commissioners 

Urban  Sanitary  Authority  Petition 

Q,  Mr.  Mumaghan;  A.  Mr.  G.  V 
Balfour,  July  6,  32. 
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O'Hallbt,  Mr.  W.  [Galway,  Connem&ra] 

Agricnltnral  Teaching  in  Irish  Schools, 
Jviy  21,  1551. 

Irish  Language  in  Irish  Schools,  Examina- 
tion Staadaxd.  Jvly  £1,  1552. 

Typhus  Fever  in  County  Galway,  Jul}/  6, 
33. 
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"  Paeliamentabt  Debates"— cot**. 

Bossy's,  Mr.,  Bankruptcy— Liability  of 
Guarantors 
Q.  Mr.  Labonchere ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Jult/ 13,  704. 

Contract,  Derartinent  responsible  for 
Q,  Mr.  Woods;  A.  Mr.  Hanbory, 
July  11,  477. 


Upen-.ur  Preaching 

Chipping  Campden— Prosecution 

Q».  Mr.  Perks,  Mr.  Bayley ;  As.  Sir 
M.  W.  JU.Uey.  Juhj  11,  flfl. 

Rhyl,  Ka-.Hf^'ate.  and  Reading,  See  Local 
Uovei-nment  Pi  ovisional  Order  [No.  15] 
Bill. 

Ordnance  Factories 

Enfield  Factory  Acddent.  case  of  H. 
Homer 

Q.  Captain  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  18,  1168. 

Ordnance  Survey,  Report  presented,  July  7, 
140, 162. 

Orkkky  Sheriff  Clerk,  Appointhent  and 
Duties  of 
Q.  Sir  L.  LyeU ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mnmy, 
July  17, 1006. 

Orphan  Hohes,  Scotland 

Education  Department  decision 

Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  14,  884. 

Osgoldcross  Elbction — New  Member  sworn, 
Jvly  10,  3S2. 

Osfeey,  Destruction  of,  in  Scotland— 
Penalty 

Q.  Mr.  A.  Cross;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 

July  SO,  1377. 

41WEN,  Mr.  Huhphrets-Owrn,  See  Hum- 
|du^-Owen. 

4#wsH,  Sir  H.,  '  Position  of,  on  Local 
Government  Boaiu) 
Q.  Mr.  Goddard ;  A.  Mr.  CbapUn.  July  IS, 
697. 

Ov«ns  College  [Manchester]  Bill 

e.  Jfeii*  July  14,  867 
Sr.*  July  19,  im 

Oystermootii  Bailwi^  or  Trmnuoad  Bill 

C  S^*  July  SO,  1358. 

OrrtenKU 

l.<hin.*JulytO,\M». 
Select  Committee,  Motiim  [Lord  Kwris], 
July  7, 158. 

Parliament  ART  Debates" 
Back  Numbers 

Q.  Mr.  E.  Spencer ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbary, 

Jtt'.ff  I.t,  704. 

TOL.  LXXIV.     [Fourth  Series.] 


Parliamentary  Franchise,  See  Franchise. 

Parliamentary  Permanent  Staff 
Joint  Committee  Keport 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Tlioioas;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  14,  88a 

Report  presented,  July  go,  1848,  1389. 

Patent  Medicine  Stamps  [Scotland],  Re- 
'  venue  derived  from 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;      Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach, 
July  10,  308. 

Paterson  V.  Donegal  Fishing  Company 
Qa.  Mr.  Tennant ;  Aa.  Sir  M  W.  Ridley, 
July  6,  29 ;  July  SO,  1377. 

Pathans  on  the  Punjaur  Frontier 
Disarmament  of 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  July  SO,  1367. 

Outrages  by 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  6,  IS. 

Paul,  Sir  C,  Advocate-General  of  Bengal, 
Absence  of 
Q.  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
July  11,  469. 

Paulton,  Mr.    J.    M.    [Durham,  Bishop 
Attcldand] 
Reporte  of  Select  Committees,  Premature 
Publication  in  newspapers,  July  17, 
1018. 

Pauper  Children,  See  Poor  Law  OhildroL 

Pauper  Patients,  Removal  op 
Glasgow  Police  R^nlations 

Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  IS,  702. 

Pease,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Nortbnmberland,  Tyneside] 
Cottage  Homes  Bill — Select  Committee 
Evidence,  Publication  of,  July  SI,  1547. 

IVemature  PuUieation  in  newapapers, 
Jultf  17, 1013. 

Sale  «f  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Oon.,  July 
SO,  14731  1481,  1487, 149L 

Peddieston  Public  School,  Water  Snj^ly 
Qa.  Mr.  Weir ;  Aa.  Mr.  A.  G.  Munuy, 
July  IS,  702  ;  July  SI,  1544. 

Peers — Representative  Peers  for  Ireland 

Riebt  to  vote  for— Marquess  of  Headfort'i* 
Petition,  July  21,  1497. 
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Penn,  Mr.  J.  [Lewudtam] 

Slmrpakooter,  H,M.S.— Boiler  Triab,  July 
13t  681. 

Water-tabe  Boilers— adopting  for  Naval 
Ships— Belleville  Boilers,  etc,  July  SI, 
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Peksions 

Dockyard  Employees,  S.,  July  SI,  15M. 

Naval  Seamen  and  Marines— Return 
ordered  [Lord  C.  Bmeaford],  July  SI, 
1633.  " 

See  also  Sapenumaatum. 

Pkbjury  in  Pouce  Courts 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 

Ridley,  July  6,  30. 

Pbbks,  Mr.  R.  W.  [Lincolnshire,  Louth] 

AldMshot  Straw  Supplies,  July  11, 468. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  July  19,  1344. 

Rliyl,  Open-air  Meetings — Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Oraer  [No.  15]  BilL 

3r.,  July  17,  m. 

Tithe  Rent-chaive  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  10,  338,  3«,  341,  409. 410  ;  July  11, 
507,  562 ;  July  SO,  1421,  1422. 

Persia 

Plagoe,  Precautions  against 

Q.  Sir  W.  Foster  J  A.  Mr.  Brodiick, 
July  17,  997. 

Russian   Railway  Constmction— British 
Trade 

Q.  Sir  J.  Lengj  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  7. 171. 

Petitions,  Public,  Committee  Reports  pre- 
sented, July  IS,  680. 

For  Bills  and  Subjects  Petitioned,  we 

their  Titles. 

Petty  Sessions,  Clerkships  of  Mov — Mr. 
MoiTison's  Appointment 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose ;  A.  Mr.  Haabury,  Jvly 
10,  315. 

PHiuppiHE  Islands— Tnkde  Report  inesented, 
July  18, 1124. 

Phosphorus  Poisoning 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply,  J^y  7, 
220. 

PiCKERSOiLL,  Mr.  £.  H.  [Bethnal  Green, 

S.W.] 

Bengal  Advocate-General — Absence  of  Sir 
C.  Paul,  July  11, 469. 

Marlow  Vacdnation  Prosecutions,  July 

10,  312. 

Medical  Men,  Attacks  on,  in  East  London 
—Police  Protection,  July  10,  311. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  C(m.,i/w/yl7, 
1077, 1082  ;  July  SO,  1450,  1470. 

Tithe  Rent-cbarge  [Rates]  Bill.  Com.,  Jvly 
IS,  601. 
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Pier  and  Harbour  Froriftimil  Oiden 

[No.  1]  BiU 
I.  Soyed  Auent,  July  IS,  662. 

Piw  and  Harbour  Frovisioiud  Orden 

[No.  2]  BiU 

/.  Sep.  from  Select  Com.,  July  IS,  664. 
Com.*  July  17,  058. 
Sep.'  July  18,  1124. 
Zn.*  July  SO,  1347- 

Pibrpoint,  Me.  R.  [Warrington] 

Brigands,  Ransoms  paid  to— Case  of  CoL 
Synge  and  Mr.  Svitet,July  SI,  1540. 

Pinkerton,  Mr.  J.  [Galway] 

Queen's  College,  Belfast,  Appointment  of 
President— Presbyteriui  claim,  JtUy  6', 

34, 

PiRlE,  Mr.  D.  V.  [Aberdeen,  N.] 

Army,  Recruiting,  etc.,  July  SI,  I638r. 

Scottish  Castles,  Maint^iuice,  etc..  Julu 
10,  m.  ^       >  9 

Plague  in  Persia  and  Turkey,  Precau- 
tions against 
Q.  Sir  W.  Forter ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July 

17,  997. 

Platt  HiGGlNS.  Mr.  F.  [Salford,  N.] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  Juiv  17, 
1107.  -e        .        .       J  . 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bil^  Com.,  July 
10,  396. 

Plymouth,  Breakwater  Works— Conv^- 
ance  of  Workmen 

Q.  Mr.  Mildmay ;  ^.  Mr.  J.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, JtUy  13,  683. 

Poisoning,  See  Titles  Phosphorus  and  Lead 
Poisoning. 

Police 

Burgh  Police  [Scotland]  Plrovi^ooal  Older 
Bill.  See  that  Title. 

Constabulary.  Roj^I  Irish,  See  that  Htle. 

East  London,  Attacks  on  Medical  Men — 
Police  ProtectioM 
Q.  Mr.  Picken<KiIl  ;    A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  U>,  311. 

En(;land  and  Wales  Police,  Vote  fw,  July 
7,  193. 

Glasgow — Removal  of  Pauper  Patients 
Q.  Sir  C.  Camen.n  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  13,  702. 

Metropolitan  Police  [Salaries]  Kll,  Str 
that  Title. 

Metropofitan  Police,  Vate  for,  Juiy  17, 
Wit 

Pouce  Court  Perjury 

q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  6,  30. 
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FoUce  and  Sanitary  Begtilati<»U(  BUI 

Report  presented,  July  SO,  1389. 

Poor  Law  Acta  Amendment  Bill 

t.  OMkt  July  6, 4. 

B^.  from  Standing  Com.,  Jvly  IS,  666. 

£m.  JuljfiS.  1126. 
e.  IB.*  JWy  £0,  1389. 

PooK  Law  Acts  Amendment  Bill 
Petition.  July  17,  958. 

PooB  Law  Ahendubnts  [Scotlamd]  Act, 
1845 

Petitions  for  Alteration  of  Law,  Julu  7, 
161 ;  July  20,  299  ;  July  1£,  685  ;  July 
lS,mi;  July  14,  S^;  July  IS,  im-, 
July  19, 1269 ;  July  SI,  1532. 

FOOB  Law  Childrxn 

Hanwell  Barrack  School— EitabliahmeDt 
of  Printing  OfBoe,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  HazeU ;  ^.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
IS,  695. 

Ill-treatment  of — Bristol  case 

Q.  Mr.  Trevelyao  ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
July  10,  313. 

InspecticHi   of    Schools    by  EUacation 
Department 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Jonea ;  A.  Mr.  ChapUn, 
July  7, 176. 

RetoTQ 

Q.  Mr.  Flower ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
17,  1003. 

Satton  Schools,  PoAshaae  hy  Metropolitan 
Asylnms  Board 
Q.  Mr.  Trevelyan;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
July  17,  1003. 

Teachers,  Nnmber  Certificated,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Jones ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
July  7, 176. 

FooB  Law  Guarduks 

Ntmcoiifonnist  Ministers  as — ^Fees  for  the 
Burial  of  Paupers 
Q.  Mr.  GoddaiS;   A.   Mr.   T.  W. 
Russell,  July  18, 1169. 

PoOB  Law  Officers',  Ireland,  Holidays 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  7,  184. 

Dispensaiy  Doctors — Substitutes'  Salaries, 
etc. 

Qa.   Mr.  Young;   As.   Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  11,  482. 

Poor  Law  Schools,  See  Poor  Law  Children. 

FooB  Relief 

England  and  Wales,   Return  ordered, 

July  19,  1535. 
Scotland 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A  G.  Murray, 
July  SI,  1646. 

Port  Talbot  Railway  and  Dockt  Bill 

c.  Bep.*  July  U,  867. 
Con.*  July  21,  1531. 
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POKTHAHOHAOK  HaRBOUB  IhPROVEUBMT— 

Grant-in-Aid 
Qs.  Mr.  Weir;  As,  Mr.  A  G.  Mntray, 

July  7,  179;  July  10,  310;  July  SI, 

1644. 
S.,  July  14,890. 

PoBTNAGtniAM   Harbovr.   Proposed  Con* 
stmction  (rf— Grant 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A  G.  Murray, 

July  11,  480. 
5.,  July  14, 900. 

Portness 

Harbour,  S.,  July  11,  899. 
Lifeboat  Station,  Establishment  of 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;      Mr.  A  G.  Mniray, 
July  7,  m. 

PoBTBAiT  Gallery,  National 

Acquisition  of  Historic^  Portraits — Cone- 

rndence  between  Treasury  and  Board 
rmstees,  Return  presented,  July  10, 
299 1  July  11, 464. 

PoRTaDOWH  Hill  —  Restoration  of  Nelsm 
Monument 
Q.  Sir  J.  Fergnsson ;  A.  Mr.  J.  A.  Cham* 
berlain.  July  18, 1167. 

POBTSLADK     UBBAN     DISTRICT  COUNCII^ 
Charges  against 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  T.  W.  RnsBell, 
July  11.  477. 

Portsmouth— Cordite  Storage  near 

Q».  Admiral  Field,  Mr.  T.  G.  Bowlest 
As.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  7, 167. 

PORTSHOUTH,  EABL  OF 

Seats  for  Sh<»  Assistants  Bill,  2e.,  July 
11,  454. 

Portamoath  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Rep.  from  Select  Com,,  July  IS,  678. 
2a.*  July  18,  1166. 

Post  Office 

Postmaster  Genavl—Dake  of  Norfolk. 
Irish  Questions 

Belfast^  See  that  Title. 
Crolly  Bridge  Postal  Arrangements. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan.  A.  Mr. 
Hanhury,  July  7,  177. 
Dublin  Post  Otfice— '*  Learner^"  p«)-* 
forming  despatcluDg  duties,  etc. 
Q.  l^^.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  17, 1007. 
Letterfrack  Letter  Deliveriee 

Q.  Mr.  O'Malley ;  A.  Mr.  HaU' 
bury,  July  SI,  1560. 

liverpool.  See  that  Title. 
London,  E.  C.  District 

Insanitaiy  Condition  of  Buildings 
Q.  Mr.  MaddiBOa ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  11,  479. 
Telegraph  Messengers'  Postal  Dndes 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  14,  878. 

Postmen    and    Postmasters,  See  those 
Titles. 
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Post  OvFicB—eont. 

Telemidiists  and  Telegraphs,  See  those 
Hues. 

Volimteen  in— Attendance  at  Gamp,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A,  Mr.  Hanbory, 
July  SI,  1547. 

Post  Office  Savikos  Banks 
Accoonta,  Verifying 

Qs.  Gen.  Laane,  Mr.  Hartley ;  At. 
Mr.  Haabuiy^ufy  11^  870. 

Postmasters 

Coleraine  Vacancy 

Qs.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  As.  Mr.  Haobuiy, 
July  7,  177  ;  July  20,  316. 

Moy  Postmaster  and  the  Petty  SeBsiras 
Clerkship 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry, 
July  20, 315. 

Postmen 

Ilkeston  Postmen's  Grievances 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Hanhniy, 

July  SI,  1548. 

Modical  Treatment — Maldon  Postmen 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
7,  176. 

Norwich   Postmen's   Stripes,   Delay  in 
awarding 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  32,  1548. 

PoTTEKiKS,  Lead  Poisoning,  D^KUe  in  Com* 
mitUe  of  Supply,  July  7,  222. 

Powell.  Sie  F.  8.  [Wigan] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drags  Bill,  Con.,  July 
19,  1311. 

Powell-Williams,  Mb.  J.,^  Williams. 

Power,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Waterford,  E.] 

Local  Government  Surcliarges  in  Ireland, 
Right  of  Appeal,  July  6,  36. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drags  BUI,  Con.,  July  27, 
1074. 

Tramore  Boatslip,  Erection  of,  proposed, 
July  6,  10. 

Trawling  off  Irish  Coast,  July  24,  905. 
Admiralty  and  the  enforcement  of 
bye-laws,  July  20,  319;  July  22, 
1611. 

Waterford  Rent  Appeals,  July  23,  705. 

Preaching  in  the  Open  Ant 

Bkvl,  Ramagate,  and  Reading — See  Local 
Government  Provisional  Order  [No.  15] 
BiU. 

P££ir/£S— Marquess  of  Saluibary. 

Prevention  op  Cobbuption  Bill 
Petition,  Ju/y  13,  666. 

Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  [Edinburgh  and  St 
Andrews] 

Lamont,  Dr.,  Prosecution  of,  July  14,  9S7. 


PRIS0HEB8 

Debtors,  Treatment  of,  Alteration  in — 
Home  Office  Circular.  S.,  July  7,  IM, 
198,  199. 

HandcufRng,  in  Public 

Q.   Capt.   Norton;  A.   Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  28,  1173. 

Juvenile  Offenders,  Treatment  of 

Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot;  i4.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  IS,  700. 

Mental  Condition  of  Convicts  —  Medical 

Evidence 

Q.  Mr.  Yoxall ;  ^.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
July  31,  1546. 

Treatment  of,  in  Scotland 

g.  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  14,  884. 

Unconvicted  Prisoners — Detention  before 
Trial 

Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  28,  1172. 

Pbisons 

Education  in  Convict  and  Local  Prisons, 

S.,  July  7,211. 

England,  Wales,  and  the  Colonies,  Vote 
for,  July  7,  194 ;  July  27,  1117. 

Maryborough  Prison  Works— Stonecatten^ 
lock-ont 

Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.  Mr.  6.  W.  Balfour, 
July  SO,  1385. 

Military  Prisons — Amended  Rules  pre- 
sented,  JtUy  24, 863,  809. 

Scotkuid— Officials'  Salaries.  &.  Juty  7, 

209. 

Stom'oway  Prison,  Abandonment  of 

Qa.  Mr.  Wdr ;  A».  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  14,  882 ;  July  SI,  1644. 

Warders*  Grievances,  S.,  Jitly  7, 205,  207, 
20s,  212,  213. 

Private  Legislation  Procedtm  [Scotland] 
BUI 

c  Con.*  July  SO,  1990. 

Private  Legislation  Pboceditrb  [Soot- 
land]  Bill 
Petitions,  July  24,  867 ;  July  18,  1166. 

Reprinting  before  Third  Reading 

Q.  Dr.  Farquharson ;  A .  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  22,  481  ;  Q.  Mr.  J.  E. 
Ellis;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.  July 
IS,  708;  Q».  Mr.  Buchanan.  Dr. 
Clark,  Mr.  Conrtn^,  Sir  H.  Camp- 
bell-Baonennan,  Mr.  T.  G.  Bowles; 
As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  SO, 
1386. 

Pbivate  Mehbebs'  Bills  and  Motions, 

"  Starring  " 
Government  Business— Exemption  from 
Standing  Order.  DOate,  July  17, 1015. 

Service  Franchise  Bill 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  90, 1386. 

Probate  Divisioh,  Ireland,  Aeoounts  pre- 
sented, July  27, 958,  989.  1 
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Pbotahd,  Mb.  a.  D.  [Gla^w,  Blackfriara] 
Sale  (rf  Food  and  Drags  KU,  July  IS,  706. 

Pbtge-Jonbs,  Lt.-Col.  £.  [Montgomery 
Borongbs] 

Chelsea  Barracks  School —Lavatory  Ar- 
rangemeotH,  July  20, 30S. 

Egyptian  ExUbb  in  C^lim,  Jufy  St  17* 

PVBUC  Petitions,  Committee  —  Reports 
ITOsented,  July  13,  680. 

Public  Records  of  not  sufficient  value 
TO  JUSTIFY  preservation,  Schedule  pre- 
sented, July  6, 9 ;  July  7, 140. 

Public  Works  [Loans]  Bill 

c.  IR.*  July  17,  1039. 

PUNJAUB  Frontier— Patban  Outrages,  etc, 
See  PathanB. 

PwLLHBU  Boating  Disaster 

Q.  Mr.  Doyd-GeorRe;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  6,  22. 

QUABBiER's,  Mr., Orphan  HoHES—Education 
Department  decision 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron ;  A.  Mi.  A.  G.  Mnixayf 
July  14,  884. 

Queen  Victoria's  Birthday  Celebrations 
Natal — Native  Children  forbidden  to  view 
festivities  wiUi  children  white 
people 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  IS,  691. 

Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland 

Belfast,  Appointment  of  President — Pres- 
byterian claim 
Q.  Mr.  Pinkerton;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  6,  34. 

Cork,  Report  pre8ented,yu/yj?i.  1500,1533. 

Galway,  Report  presented,  July  SO,  1348, 
1359. 

Railway  Commission,  S.,  July  7, 190, 191. 

Railway  Companies  —  Return  presented, 
July  17,  958, 989. 

Railways 

Bills  relating  to,  Ste  their  Titles. 

Cockett  Tunnel  Accident — Inquiry 

Q.  Mr.  RandeU ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July 
SO,  1879. 

Fmdgn  Railways,  Set  Names  of  Countries. 

InspectorB— MUitary  Men  as 

0.  Mr.  Maddison;  A.  Mr.  Rltehie, 
July  11,  475. 

Idl^t  Rulwaya,  See  that  Title. 


Running  Powers — Sectional  Maps 

Q.  Mr.  Tomlinson ;  A.  Mr.  Lone^  July 
IS,  699. 


Time-tablea,  Delay  in  Publication 

Q.  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Jviy  11, 475. 
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Railways— eon/. 

Underground  Railway  Ventilation 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  j      Mr.  Ritchie,  July  6, 
21. 

Volunteers,  Conveyance  of,  on  Saturdays 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
July  13,  685. 

Ramsoate 

Harbour  Mastership  Vacancy 

Qa.  Lord  C.  Beresford,  Mr.  J.  Lowther} 
As.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July  SI,  1541. 

Open  Air  Meetines,  See  Local  Government 
Frovisimal  Orders  [No.  15]  BUL 

Rakdell,  Mr.  D.  [GUmorgan,  Gower] 

Cockett  Tunnel  Accident  Inquiry,  J uly  tO, 
1379. 

Ranjitsinoji,  Pbince— Claims  to  the  Gadi  of 
Nowanagar 
0».  Sir  S.  King,  Mr.  Maclean,  Sir  H* 
Fowler,  Mr.  Speaker,  July  17,  996. 

Rankin,  Sir  J.  [Herefordshire,  Leominster] 

Overtime  Employment  of  Women  in  Wash- 
ing Bottles,  7u/y  17. 1021. 

Rasch,  Major  F.  C.  [Essex,  S.E.] 

Army  —  M^istrates   advising  Released 
Prisoners  to  Enlist— Case  at  Wortiiiiig, 

July  IS,  685. 

Military  Works  Bill,  2».,  July  6,  114. 

Ti&he  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill.  3b.,  July 
to,  1434. 

Rates,  See  Local  Taxation. 

Reading  — Open  Air  Meetings,  See  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  [No.  15] 
BUI. 

Records  of  not  sufficient  value  to 
justify  preservation  —  War  Depart- 
ment Schedule  presented,  July  6,  9} 
July  7, 140. 

Recreation  Ground,  Steeple  Mobdbn— 
County  Council  Order 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A,  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 

IS,  696. 

Recruiting,  See  Army. 
Red  Sea 

lighthouses,  Construction  of,  Egyptian 
Lighthouse  Revenue,  etc 
Q.  SirT.  Sutherland;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  £0, 1368. 
Red  Sea  Tel^raph  Company— Indian 
Revenue  Contributions 
Q.SirJ.  Leugi  ^.  filr.  Brodrick../ii;y 
i7,995. 


Bedditch  Oas  Bill 

I.  Sep.*  July  11,  436. 
SB.*  Juig  17,  957. 
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Beformatory  Sdioolfl  Amendment  Ull 

/.  Boyai  Astent,  July  IS,  661. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 
Ireland 

Circular,  Withdrawal  of 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  6.  W. 

Balfour,  Jtdy  7,  184. 

Kenagh    Children,   Committed  to 
Jndufltrial  School 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A,  Mr.  6. 
W.  Balfour.  July  7, 181. 

Scotland 

Education  nnder  English  Code. 

July  7,  214. 
Transference  of  Control  to  Secretary 
for  Scotland 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron ;  A.  Sir  M. 
W.  Ridley,  July  IS,  700. 

Training  Shins,  System  of  Management, 
etc.,  S.,  July  7,  217. 

Vote  for,  July  7,  214  ;  July  17, 1117. 

BKaiHENTAL  Unifoiois,  Ste  Vrnfomu. 

Rboistbation  of  Land 

Return  ordered  [Mr.  H.  D.  Greene]  July 
7,  162. 

Vote  for,  July  7, 192  ;  July  17,  1116. 
itEQFLATION  OF  RAILWAYS  BiLL 

Petition!,  July  7,  161. 

Renfrew  Burgh  and  Harbour  Exteniion 
Bilk 

e.  Sep.' July  ISO,  1390. 

Representative  Peers  for  Ireland 

"Right  to  Vote  for — Marquess  of  Headfort's 
Petition,  July  SI,  1487. 

Reports  of  Select  Cohuittees,  etc.,  Pre- 
mature Publication  of 
08.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr. 
Paulton,  July  17,  1013. 

'    See  also  Titles  "Timea"  and  "DaUy 

News." 

Rhondda  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
/.  Boyal  Attent,  July  IS,  662. 

Rhtl  Open-air  Mbbtihos— .Sm  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Order  [No.  16]  BUL 

Kibblesdale,  Loia> 

Commons  and  Open  Spaeea  Bill,  Com., 
July  10, 281. 

Seats  for  Shop  Aflustants^  Bill,  Com. — 
Bxtending  Frovl 
IS,  660.  672. 


iridons  to  Scotland*  July 


BiCHABDSON,  FSANCES  H.,  CaSB  OF 

Q.  Mr.  Mellor ;  A.  Sir  J.  GOTst,  July  SO, 
1382. 
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Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Vf.— Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department 
[Lanes,  Blackpool] 

Ansdl,  Mary.  Caae  of,  July  IS,  609 ;  July 
17, 1002;  July  18, 1171. 

Bail  Kegnlations— Reg.  v.  Ryle.  July  IS, 
701. 

Barrel  Organs  in  Streets,  Cradles  attached 
to,  July  IS,  701. 

Burial  Gronnds — L^ialatdtm,  July  IS,  701 ; 
July  17,  1001. 

Cammell's  Works  Fatality,  Sheffield- 
Locomotives  in  Factories,  July  SO,  1377. 

Chesterfield    Vaceinadra  ProeecQtiomi, 

July  6,  28. 

Chipping  Cammlen,  Open-air  Preaching 
Prosecution,  July  11,  476. 

Convicts,  Mental  Condition  — Medical 
Evidence,  July  SI,  1546. 

Debt,  Imprisonment  for,  July  7,  199,  '201. 

Fruit  Preserviw  Factories— Overtime  Em- 

51oyment  of  Women  in  Washing  Bottlei. 
uly  6,  29. 

Juvenile  Offendera.  Treatment  of,  Julg  IS, 

7oa 

Lead  Poiaomng,  July  6, 31 ;  July  7, 258. 

Liquor  Licensing  LairoCommissicHi  Repnt 
—"Daily  News"  Publication,  Ju&  7, 
173. 

Ludlow  Vacdnatiim  Proseention,  Juiy  7, 
172. 

Mar  low  Vaccination  Prosecntions,  July  10, 
312. 

Medical  Men,  Attacks  on,  in  EastLondmi- 
Police  Protection,  July  10,  31 1. 

Metropolitan  Police  [Salaries]  Bill,  IB., 
July  6,  42. 

Metropolitan  Police  [Salaries]  [No.  2] 
Bill  —  Financial  Rewlntum,  July  17, 

ins,  1119. 

Patenon  v.  Dod<^  Hafaing  Companyi 
Appeal  under  Factories  Act — Statnt*^ 
Notice,  July  6,  30 ;  July  £0,  1377. 

Phosphorus  Pdsoning,  July  7,  25S. 

Police  Court  Perjury,  July  6,  30. 

Prison  Warders,  etc,  Grievances,  Juiy  7, 

208,212. 

Prisoners 

Detention  before  Trial,  JtUy  18.  1172. 
Handcuffing  in  Public,  July  18,  1173. 

Prisons,  Education  in,  July  7,  212. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  [Soot- 
land] 

Education  under  English  Code,  July 
7,  216. 

Transference  of  Control  to  SecretAry 
for  Scotland,  July  13,  700. 

Reformatory  Training  Ships,  July  7, 219. 

Street  Obstruction  in  the  M^ropoUs — 
Unattended  Vans,  Juiy  7, 172. 

Todmorden  Boys,  Sentmoe  on,  July  18, 
1173;  July  SO,  1376. 

West  Hun  Ward  Divisions.  Jul% 

Digitized  by 


Vol.  74. 


{SESSION  1899} 
July  6—21. 


[Bid— Boy 


Ridley.  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W.— con*. 

Wool  Sorters,  Increase  in  Anthrax  among, 

July  7,  261. 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act — Return, 

July  20,  1375. 

Rifle  Ranges 

Raxuces  closed  Bince  issue  of  Lee-Metfrad 
Rifle 

Q.  Col.  W.  Murray ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
July  7. 169. 

Dilate  ill  July  17,  977. 

Winchester  Kifle  Range 

Q.  Mr.  Myers;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbam, 
Jvly  SI,  1539. 

IbFOK.  RiSHOF  OF 

Seats  for  Shop  Asnstants  Bill,  2h.,  July 

RiPON,  Mabqubss  of 

Commons  and  Open  Spaces  Bill,  Com., 

July  10,  282. 
Education  Department  Re-organisation^ 

July  SI,  1528. 

Small  Houses  [Acquisition  of  Ovnersh^j 
Bm,&L,  July  SI,  1505. 

BrrcHiE,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  T.—Praidmt  of  the 

Board  ofTfxide  [Croydon] 
Austral  Cycle  Agency,  Ltd.— Wioding-up, 

etc.,  July  6,  22. 
Bot  Sailors  for  the  Navy  and  Mercantile 

Marine,  July  SI,  1542. 
Cancer  Laboratory  at  Buffalo,  471. 
Ciockett  Tunnel  Accident,  Inqoity,  July 

SO,  1380. 

General    Lighthouse    Fund  Accounts, 

July  SO,  1370. 
Pwllheli  Boating  Disaster,  July  6, 22. 
Railways 

Inspectors — Appmntmoit  of  Military 

Am,  July  11,475. 
Time  tables.  Publication  of,  July  11, 

4.15. 

Underground  Railway  Yent^tion, 
July  6,  21. 
Ramsgate  Harbour,  Mastraship  Vacancy, 

July  SI,  1542. 
Tithe  ReLt-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Ckm., 
July  13,  844,  859. 

Roberts,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Denlnghshire.  W.] 

Armenian  Christians,  Kurdish  Outrages 

on,  July  6",  16. 
Burmese  Extension  Railway  Survey,  Re- 
port, July  SO,  1370. 


Calcutta  Municipal  Bill,  July  17,  995. 
Nigeria,  Liquor  Traffic  and  tlie  Govern- 
ment Administration,  July  IS,  1168. 
Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]   Bill,  Com.. 
July  10,  37»  ;  July  11,  504 ;  July  IS, 
641,  642  ;  July  IS,  743,  744,  818. 
Discontinued  tJrants  in  Wales  and 
Monmouthshire,  July  13,  694. 
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Robertson,  Mk.  E.  [Dundee] 
Lea^l  Poisoning,  J uly  6,  30. 
Military  Works  BU1.2R.,  July  6,  89,  90, 
122. 

,     Naval  Cont«s«t8,  Penalties— Engineering 
Strike,  etc.,  July  SI,  1576,  1590. 

Titiw  Bent-charge  [Rates]  Bill.  Com.,  July 
11,  562;  July  IS,  716,  717.  732,  733. 

Clause  4,  Kates  referred  to  in,  July  IS, 
694. 

Water-tube  Boilers,  Adopting  for  Naval 
Ships,  July  SI,  1571. 

KOBSON,  Me.  W.  S.  [South  Shields] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill.  Con.,  July 
18, 1213  ;  July  SO,  1468. 1472. 

Boclidale  Oanal  Bill 

/.  ZiL'July7,  138. 
c.  IR  *  July  7,  165. 
2R."  July  18, 1166. 

ROLLlT,  Sir  a.  [Islington,  8.] 

London  Go^-emment  BUI,  Lordi  Arnendta., 
July  6,  77. 

ROMAN  CATHOUC  CHAPLAISS  IN  THE  NAVV, 

S.,  Jvly  SI,  m\. 

Ross,  Mr.,  Case  of— Exchange  Compensation 
Allowances  in  India 
Q.  Sir  S.  King;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
July  14,  871. 

ROSS-SHIRB 

Bee-keeping  in 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 

July  11,  480. 

Lights,  Minor,  Maintenance  of 

O.  Mr.  Weir ;  .4.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
JulylO,Z\\.. 

Rotten  Row 

Cleaning  out  gullies,  etc,  at  unsuitable 
hours 

O.  Mr.    Carlile;    A.   Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  July  6,  2A. 

RoTAL  IBISH  Constabulaet,  See  Constabu- 
lajy. 

Royal  Marines,  See  Marines. 

Royal  Niger  Company 

Capital,  etc.  ,  ,      .  * 

Qs.  Mr.  Dillon.  Mr.  Labouchere  j  Aa. 
Mr.  Brodrick,  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beadi, 
July  14>  875. 
Chamberlain,  Mr.,    as    Shareholder  — 
Personal  Explanation,  July  6,  40. 


Treaties 

Q.  Mr.  Davitt;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  July  6,  23. 

Treaties,  Balance  Sheets,  Statement  of 
Revenue  andExpenditure,etc,presentea, 
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Boyal  Nigor  Company  Bill 

c.  2R.,  Jidy  19,  1270. 


Rum,  Local  Colonial  Duties  on,  West  Indies 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence :  ^.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 
Jutt/  6,  17. 

Runcorn— Liptrot  Charity  Accounts 

e.  Sir  T.  Brunnerj  A.  Mr.  G.  Lawwwi. 
July  20,  1374.  "'w'wn, 

Rural  Rating 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  BUI,  Set  that 
1  itle. 

Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  [Cheltenham] 
Army  and  Militia 

Enlistments  in,  July  SI,  1539. 

Establishments— Jw/y  ^i,  1540, 

War  Office  Organisation,  Departmental 
Lommittee,  Report,  etc.,  July  1628. 
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St.  Petersburg,  Herring  Trade  with 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Jvh  10, 
305. 


Russell,  Mr.  T.  W.-Secretary  to  the  Local 
('ovemment  Board  [Tyrone,  S.] 

Cancer,  Increase  in  -  Proposed  Royal 

Commission,  July  11,  471. 

Cottage  Homes  Bi]].  Select  Comnuttee 
r-vicjence.  Publication  of,  July  $1, 1547. 

Nonconformist  Ministers  ts  Guardians- 
Fees  for  Bunal  of  Pa.npen,Julyl8,  II70, 

Portslade  Urban  District  CoundL  Charce 
agamst,  July  n,  477. 

Russia 

Naval  Programme,  S.,  JtUy  SI,  1584, 1585. 

Persia  Russian  Railways  Construction- 
British  Trade 

J-  Leng:  ^.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

J»iy  7, 171. 

St.  Peteraburc,  Herrii^  Trade  with 

V- Mr^eir;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July 

Rylb— Reg.  v.,  BaU  Regulations 

^'i^f*  •''tV  MoiBan;  .4.  Sir  M.  W. 
R«U^,  Ja/y  70r 

Sailors,  See  Seamen. 

St  JMnes'B  and  PaU  HaU  Electric  Lisht 

BlU 

c.  Lordg  Amendts.,  July  6,  7. 
I.  Commons  Atnendtg.,  July  7, 139. 
Soyal  Assent,  July  13,  603. 

St.  Naota  Water  Bill 

c.  9r.*  July  6, 1. 

I.  Commons  Amendts.,  July  7, 139. 
Boyal  Assent,  July  IS,  663. 

St.  Pancbas.  East  Division— New  Member 
•worn,  July  13,  710. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill 

c.  Con.,  July  17, 1039  ;  July  18, 1177 ;  AAf 
19,  1304  ;  JtUy  SO,  1445. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill 

Qs.  Mr.  Provand,  Mr.  Lambert,  Sir  J. 
Leng,  Dr.  Farquharson  ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  13,  708. 

Petitions,  July  11,  464:  JiAy  18,  lieSi 
JulyS0,lS5H. 

Bale  of  Intoxicating  LIquots  on  SnDdv 
Bill 

Petitions,  July  7,  161  ;  July  11,  464 ;  July 
IS,  585;  July  I4,  868  ;  July  17,  969; 
July  18,  1167 ;  J^y  SU  1532. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Chil- 
dren 

Petitions,  July  18, 1167 ;  July  SO,  1358. 

'  Salford  Oorporation  Bill 

c.  Rep.Jrom  Select  Com.,  July  SO,  1389. 

Salisbury,  Marquess  ot— Prime  Maitter 
and  Secretary  0/ State /or  Foreign  A/ain 

Convocation,  Meetings  of— Illq^  Pro- 
ceedings, alleged,  July  10,  296. 

Estate  Duty— Government  Valueis,  Jvlg 

10,292. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  Bill,  2a..  Jult 

Salmon  Fisheries 

E^land  uul  Wales,  Report  prBNOted, 

ScoUand— Inspector's  Salary.  S.,  July  U, 
053* 

Salonika  Brigands,  Ransoma  paid  to— Cue 
of  Col.  Synge  and  Mr.  Snter. 

Q.  Mr.  Pierpoint;  A.  Mr.  BTOdtick»Jiite 
«,  1540. 

Sahoa — Parliamentary  Papers 

Q.  Mr.  Davittj  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Jw/y 
1641.  ' 

Samuel,  Mr.  H.  S.  [Tower  Hamletfl^  lime- 
house] 

Tithe  Kentcharge  [Rates]  Bill.  Com.,  July 
13,  841. 

Samuel,  Mr.  J.  [Stockton] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  BUI,  Con.,  July  17, 
1112;  July  18,  1210,  1230,  124S,  1SS7; 
July  19,  1306.  1315,  1318.  1338. 

Santo  Domingo — Trade  ^teport  presented, 
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Sardinia,  Island  of 

Caf^liari,  British  Consul  at— AppointmeDt 
of  ItaliaD  Subject 
Q.  Mr.  Moon;  A.  Mr.  Brodiick, ./Wy 
SO,  1368. 

Sassoon,  Sik  E.  [Hj-the] 

DivittioD  Lobbies,  Yratilation  of,  July  18, 
1170. 

Savings  Banks 

Post  Office  Saving  Bank  Accoonts,  Veri* 
fying 

Qa.  Gen.  Laurie,  Mr.  Butley;  As. 
Mr.  Hanbury,  July  11,-  879. 

Tnutee  Savings  Banks,  Return  ordered 
[Sir  J.  W.  Maclure]  July  20,  1360. 

Schwann,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Manchester,  N.] 

Ceylon  Land  Ordinancea — 6ov6nior*8  Re- 
port. July  6,  18. 

Science  and  Art 

London  School  Board,  Illegal  Expenditure 
Q*.  Mr.  £.  Cecil.  Mr.  J.  Lowflier;  At. 
Sir  J.  Gorst,  July  17, 1001. 

Science  and  Art  Department 
Art  Branch  Assistant 

Q.  Mr,  M.  Healr;  A.  Mr.  Hanbary, 
July  6,  26. 

Fairaeld  Road,   Bristol,   Higher  Grade 
School,  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment refusing  to  recoeniae 
Q.  Sir  W.  WQis;  A.  Sir  J.  Gatst, 

July  6,  24. 

School  Attendance 

Children's  Country  Holidays 

Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  ^.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July 
IS,  698. 

School  Rxoistebs,  Scotland 

Q.  Mr.  Ctombie;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mnrtay, 
Jvly  Bl,  1643. 


Schools 


See   Education — 


Iim>ection,  Scotland, 

Scotch  Questions. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  See 
that  Title;  See  ahto  EducaUtm. 

Scotland 

Secretary  for  Scotland — Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh. 

Lord  Advocate — Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray. 
Solieiior-General — Mr.  C.  Scott-Dickaon. 
Army  Recruiting  in  the  Highlanda 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Blr.  Wynd- 
hara,  July  13,  686. 

Districts  included  in 

Qs.  Oapt.  Sinclair,  Mr.  Hedder- 
wick ;  At.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July 
14,  869. 

Bee-keeping  in  Rosa-shire 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Marmy, 


July  11,  480. 
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Scotland — cont. 

Bills  relating  to,  See  their  Titles. 

Bridges,  Maintenance  of 

Qs.  Mr.  Weir  ;  As.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mnrray^ 
July  14,  882  ;  July  SI,  15^ 

Castles,  Maintenance,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Pine;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  10,  303. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  See  that  Title. 

Coonty  Local  Authorities  and  Consulting 
"Engineers'  Difficulties 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.ilr.  A.  G.  Murray. 
July  15,  703L 

Cotmty  Valuation  Rolls 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;      Mr.  A.  G.  Murray. 
July  6,  27. 

Crofters  and  Cottars,  See  that  Title. 

Deer  Forest  Return 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mnrray. 
July  SI,  1545. 

Edinburgh  Castle,  Opening  to  the  Public 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Akers-Douglas, 
July  21, 1547. 

Education,  For  CollectiTe  Heading,  See 
Education — Scotch  QaestionB. 

Fisheries,  For  Collective  Heading,  See 
Haheries— Scotch  Questions. 

Ksheiy  Board,  See  that  Title. 

Harbour  Accommodation,  8.,  July  14,  899. 

Highlands,  For  Collective  Heading,  See 
Highlands. 

Horse  and  Cattle  BreecUng  in  Congested 

Districts 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  A.  m.  A.  G.  Mnrray, 
July  IS,  701. 

lamont,  Dr.,  Prosecution  of— Debate  in. 
Committee  of  Supply,  S.,  July  14,  915. 

Lewis,  Island  of,  ■S'ee  that  Title. 

Lights,  Minor,  Maintenance  of 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;      Mr.  A.  G.  Morray, 

July  31,  1543. 

Ross-shire  Coast 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  G  Mur- 
ray, July  10,  311. 

Local   Taxation  Account,  Return  pre- 
sented, July  10,  275,  300. 

Migration  from  the  H^hlands 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mnnay, 
July  14,  880. 

Orkney  Shmff  Clerk,  Apptnntment  and 
Doties  of 
Q.   Sir  L.  Lyell;    A.  Mr.   A.  G. 
Murray,  July  17,  1006. 
Orphan  Homes— Educatitm  Department 
Decision 

Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  14,  884. 
Osprey,  Destruction  of — Penalty 

Q.  Mr.  A.  Cross;  A.   Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  SO,  1377. 

Patent  Medicine  Stamps,  Revenue  derived 
from 

Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  July  10,  308. 
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Scotland— eont. 

Faaper  Patients,  Remoral  of — Glaogow 
Police  Regulations 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron;  A,  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murtay,  Jidy  IS,  702. 

Peddieston  Public  School,  etc. — Water 
Supply 

Qa.  Mr.  Weir;  As.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  13,  702 ;  Jvly  SI,  1644. 

Poor  Relief 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  SI,  1543. 

Port  Ness,  Sw  that  Title. 

Pcotmahomack  and  Porteagonui  Har- 
bouB,  See  those  Titles. 

Prison  Officials'  Salaries,  S.,Jttiy  7, 209. 

Priflonera,  Treatment  of 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith ;  il.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  14,  884. 

Rates,  Non-pairmoit  of — Diafnnduseiaent 
Q.  Mr.  Veir  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Jviy  14,  882. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  See 
that  Title. 

Ross-shire,  See  that  Title. 
School  Inspection 

Inadequacy  of  Staff 

Q.   .Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.   A.  G. 
Murray,  July  7,  178. 

Wester  Ross  Bclioola 

Q.  Mr.  Weil-;   A,   Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  6,  28. 

School  Registers — New  Code 

Q.   Mr.  CromMe;   A.   Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Jitly  SI,  1543. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants,  Extendinf^  scope 
of  Bill  to  Scotland,  Motion  [Lord  Ribbles- 
dale],  July  13,  666. 

Secondary  Edactition  Urant — Banffshire 
Sir  W.  Wedderbum;  A.  Mr.  A. 
G.  Murray,  July  I4,  883. 

Secretary  for  Scotland,  Vote  for,  July  I4, 
888;  July  17,  1118. 

Sheriff  Clerks,  Appointment  and  Duties  of 
Q.   Sir  L.  Xyell  ;   A.   Mr.   A.  G. 
Murray,  Juiy  17,  1006. 

Spinning  and  Weaving  in  the  Highlands 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  .4.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 

July  IS,  704. 

Stomoway  Prison,  Abandonment  of 

Qs.  Mr.  Weir ;  As.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  14,  882 ;  July  SI,  154fi. 

Training  Ship,  Visit  to  Stomoway 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Goachen,  July 
SI,  1S37. 
Trawling,  Set  that  Title. 

Vaccination  Frosecutims — Ccnucientious 
Objectors 
Q.  Mr.  Colrille;   A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  IS,  703. 

Scott,  Mb.  C.  P.  (Lancashire,  Ldgh] 

London  (lovemraent  1&\3\,  iMrda  AmendU. 
— ijaalification  of  Women,  July  6, 65. 
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Scottish  Volunteer  Rboihehts— Proposed 

Review 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhani,  July  7, 
169. 

Scnnthbrpe  Urban   District  Chw  and 
Water  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  7,  160. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  663. 

Sea  Fisheries 

Act  of  1868  — Board  of  Trade  Report 
presented,  July  IS,  536  ;  July  13,  666. 

England  and  Wales,  Report  presented, 
July  6,  3,  9. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill 

I.  Rep.*  July  17,  988. 
3b.*  July  ' 18, 1128. 

Seahen,  JIebchant  Service 

Bilbao — Imprisonment  of  British  Seamen 
Q.  Mr.W.  Johnston ;  A.  iXr.  Brodriok, 
Julys,  15. 

Boy  Sailors  Scheme 

Q.  Sir  C.  DUke;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Jii/y 
21,  1642. 

Lascar  Seamen,  Transfer  of— Superinten- 
dents' Remuneration  Grievance 
Q.  Mr.   A.   ThoHias ;   A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  14,  873. 
New  York  British  Consular  Shipping  Office 
Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusson ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  10,  306. 

Seamen,  Naval 

Boy  Sailors  Scheme 

g.  Sir  C.  DUke;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Ju/y 
1542. 

Manning  the  Navy — Recruiting  in  Manu- 
fa«tm-mg  Districts,  S.,  July  Jl,  1609. 

FeoKions,  Return  ordered  [Lord  C.  Berw- 
ford],  July  SI,  1533. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  Bill 

formerly 
Seats  for  Shop  Asfdstants  [England 
and  Ireland]  Bill 
2r.,  July  11,  431. 
Com.,  July  IS,  666. 
Rep.*  July  SO,  1349. 
8b.,  July  SI,  1520. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  Biu. 

Petition,  July  11,  428. 

Scotland,  extending  Scope  of   Bill  to^ 
Motifm  [Lord  Ribblesdale],  July  IS, 

ODD. 

Secondary  Education 

Banffshire  Gtant—17«.  M.  limit 

Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderbum ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  14,  883. 

Board  of  Education  Bill,  See  that  lUle. 
Education  Department,  Re-organisataon, 

DebaUlt.]JulySl, 
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Secondary  Education— 
Secretary  for,  Proposed 

Q».  Mr.  Jebb,  Mr.  Bryce,  CoL  Lock- 
vood;  At.  Sir  J.  Gorafc,  July  17. 
1003. 

See  also  Technical  Education. 

:Secret  Commissions 

See  Prevention  of  Corrupiion  Bill. 

Secketary  for  Scotland— Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh 

Vote  for,  July  U,  888  ;  July  17,  1118. 

Seely,  Mr.  C.  H.  [Lincoln] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Coh.,  July  SO, 
1472. 

Selborne,  Earl  of—  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies 

Ceylon  Waste  Land  Ordinance,  Jttly  17^ 
970,  973. 

Small  Houses  [Acqubition  of  Ownership] 
Bill,        July  21,  1501. 

Transvaal — Seven  Years'  Prospective  and 
Retrospective  Franchise,  JtUy  11,  429 ; 

July  SO,  1350. 

Serge  Contracts  foe  the  Navy 
Artificial  Dyes 

Q.  LoM  C.  Beresford ;  A.TAt.  M«eart- 
ney,  July  17,  901. 

SxKTi'cE  Franchise  Bill 

"Starring"  Private  Members'  Klls,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  C.  DUke ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfonr, 

July  20,  1386 

:  Sbton-Karr,  Mr.  H.  [St.  Helens] 

Tithe-rent  Charge  [Rates]  Bill,  3R.,  July 
30, 1416.  1418,  1419,  1421.  1432. 

'  Shand,  Lord 

Seats  for  Shop  Aaaisbuits  Kll,  2E.,  July 
11,  436, 442. 

.  Shakohai— Trade  Report  presoited.  July  17, 
958* 

SHARPSHOOTER,  H.M.S.,  BoUer  Trials 
Q,  Mr.  Penn;  A.  Mr.  Goachen,  July  IS, 
681. 

■  Sheffield— Cahhell's  Works  Fatality 
Q.  Mr.  Tennant;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  lUdley. 
July  £0,  1376. 

Sheffield  Oorporation  Uarketg  Bill 

I.  R^*  July  18, 1121. 

.  Sheriff  Clerk,  Orkney.  Apptdntmoit  and 
Dntteaof 

Q.  Sir  L.  Lyell;  A,  Mr.  A.  G.  Mnrzay. 
July  17, 1006. 

59 


Shippinq,  See  Titles  Merchant  Shipping  and 
Navy. 

Shipowners*  Liability.  See  Merchant 
Shipping[Limitation of  Lialnlity  of  Ship- 
owners] Bill. 

Shipwrights  in  the  Royal  Dockyabi»— 
Grievancea,  S.,  July  SI,  1S98. 

Shirebrook  and  District  Gaa  Bill 

c.  Lords  AmendU.,  July  6,  7. 
L  Royal  Assent,  July  IS,  6^ 

Shop  Assistants,  See  Seats  for  Shop  Assist- 
ants Bill. 

Shop  Hours  Act 

Inspectors — Return  presented.  July  10, 


ShoUey  Biidce  and  Oonsett  District  Qm 
Bill 

I.  Royal  AneiUt  July  IS,  662. 

Shuttlewortu,  Sib  13.  K.,  See  Kay-Shnttle- 
worth. 

Sierra  Leone 

Rising  in — Sir  D.  Chalmers'  Report 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  ^.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, ^u/j/ 1372. 

BmcHte presented, ll,4Sa,4Mi 
July  IS,  665,  679. 

Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  [Forfar] 

Africa,  South,  Troops  for  —  InformatioD 
Commnnicated  to  tne  "  Times,"  July  14, 
885. 

Fisheries,  Scotland 

Bait  Supply,  July  I4,  895. 
Line  and  Trawling  FLslieries,  Closing 
of  Moray  Firth,  etc.,  July  U,  942. 

Fishery  Board,  Scotland,  proposed  aboli-. 
tion,  July  U,  895. 

Highland**,  Districts  included  in  for 
purpose  of  recruiting,  July  14,  869. 

MiUtaiy  Works  BiU,  2R.,  July  6,  96,  98. 
Navy  Estimates— Bnaineas  of  the  House, 
July  18,  1174. 

Niger,  Importation  of  Liquor  —  Status  of 
Slavery,  etc..  Royal  Niger  Company 
Bill,  2R.,  July  19,  IS03. 

Reformatory   and    Industrial  Schools, 

ScoHaod,  Transferring  Administration 

to  Sootdi  Office,  July  7.  216. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Kll,  Con.,  July 

17,  1094 ;  July  18,  1216,  1257  j  July  1$, 

1311 ;  July  30, 1450. 

SirriNQs  AND  Adjournments  of  the  House 

Government  Business,  Exemption  from 
Standing  Order,  Motion  [Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfonr],  July  17, 1015. 
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Sittings  and  Adjouenhents  op  the  House  Soudan 
— cont. 

Re-arrangement — Sittings  daring  months 
of  July  and  Aognst 
Q.  Mr.  Broadhnrst;  A.  Sfr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  18,  1173. 

Twelve  o'dock  Rule,  Suspmudon  of— 
Tithe  Rent-charge  [Bateaf  Bill.  Motion 
[Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoar],  July  13,  710. 


SUptou  Urban  District  Oas  BUI 

/.  JBoycU  AuetU,  Jviy  J3,  662. 

Slansy.Col.  W.Kbnton.  See  Kenyon-Slaney. 

SmaU  Bgmm  [AcqnisitioB  of  Owmisliip] 
Bill 

/.  IR.*  Julv  6,  Q. 
2R.,  July  SI,  1601. 

Shore  Nuisance  in  Lambeth 

Q-  Mr.  BarUey ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July  IS, 

Smith,  Me.  J.  P.  [Lanark,  Partick] 

PriBonets  in  Scotland,  Treatment  of.  Jvlv 
14, 884.  * 

Scotch  Estimates— Business  of  the  House. 
JiUy  11, 488. 

Smith,  Mb.  S.  [Flintshire] 

Transvaal  Question,  Arbitrati(m  —  Pro- 
fessor  Weatlake's  Reoommendatuxis. 

July  6.  37.  ^ 

Soambs,  Me.  a.  W.  [Norfolk,  S.] 

Barrel  Organs  in  Streeta,  Cradles  attached 
to,  July  13,  701. 

Soldiers 

Enlistment,  Reoraiting,  etc.,  See  Army, 
Regimental  Facings  —  Restoration  of  Old 
Facings 

Q.    Mr.    Amold-Forster  ;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  13,  686. 

Released  Prisoners  advised  to  enlist  by 
Magistrate— Case  at  Worthing 
Q.  Major  Rasch;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
JiUy  13,  686. 

Technical     Instruction  —  War  Office 
Circulars 

Q.  Mr.  Woods;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
July  6, 11.  ,  ' 

SOLWITOB-GBNEBALSix  R.  B.  Finlay 

Sabriee  and  Fees,  Allowances  for  Personal 
Clerks,  etc 
-sr.,  July  7, 189. 

SoLiciTOBS,  Ireland 

Chief  Crown  Solicitor— Second  Aarastant 
Q.  Mr.  CriUy ;  A.  Mr.  G,  W.  Balfour, 
July  10,  319. 

Tieasnry  Minute  presented,  </Wy  7. 141. 
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Gordon  Memorial  College  at  Khaitooiift 
Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Naral  Officers  in — Promotion  and  Retiroi* 
ment 

Q.  Lord  C.  Beresfoni ;  A.  Mr.  Gob- 
chen,  July  17,  990. 


SotniANCAMPAlON— Thanks  of  the  House  t» 
Lord  Kitchener  and  the  ForoeB— Lewi 
Kitchener's  Letter,  July  7,  1S7. 

South  Easteni  Railway  Bill 

Royal  Assent,  July  13,  662. 

South  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and. 
Dover  Bail  way  Companies  Bill 

/.  3R.' ^Miy  iO,  274. 

c.  Lords  Ammdts.,  July  14,  863. 
/.  Commons  Ammdts.,  July  18,  1121. 

Sontii  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and. 
Dover  Companies  [New  Idnea]  BUL 

/.  J2ep.*  July  18, 1122. 
3tL*JulySl,  1499. 

South  Hants  Water  Bill 

c.  Sep.*  July  6,  8. 

Con.'  July  14,  863. 

ZR.*  July  18,  1165. 
t.  Commons  Ammdts.,  July  SO,  1347. 

South  Kensington  Museum 

New  Buildings— Clock  proposed  for  ex- 
terior 

Q.   Sir  M.  Bhownaggree ;  A.  Mx, 
Akers-Douglas,  July  7,  174. 

Sdence  and  Art  Department,  See  that 
Title. 

South  Staflbrdshire  Stipendiary  Jnstioft 
Bill 

ts.  Lords  AmemUa.,  July  6,  7- 
L  Royal  Assent,  July  13,  663. 

SouTHAM  Vaccination  Peosecution 

Q.  Mr.  Logan ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July  7^ 
174. 

Sonthport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  Bill 

3R.*  July  18, 1122. 
e.  In.' Juljf  to,  1391. 

Spain 

Bilbao — Imprisonment  of  British  Seamen 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  ^.  Mr.  Brod- 
nek,Julye,  IS. 

Trade  Report  presented,  July  6,  3, 

SPEA£ES~-Kt.  Hon.  W.  C.  Gully  [CariisleJ. 
Bills 

Amendments  on  Third  Readinir  — 
Tithe  Reot-chanM  [RateslBilL 
July  SO,  1392. 

Non-Compliance  with  Standing  Order,. 
Raising  Objection  on  Third  Reading 
—Tithe  Rent-charae  [Rates]  Wli 
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SPEAKER— cont. 

Cloaore,  Interruption  of  Business,  J uly  6, 
128. 

Instructions  to  Committee  ruled  out  of 
Order— Tithe  Rent-ehaige  [Rates]  Bill, 
July  10,  325. 

Irrelevant  Observations— Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  BUI,  July  17, 1068, 1070 ;  July  18, 
1189,  1210, 1211 J  July  19, 1336. 

Ooestions  „  , 

Maffifitrates,  Religion  of.  References 

to,  in  Questions,  July  SO,  1385. 
Stating  Keasons,  July  6,  21. 
Wording  of  Qnestions,  July  17,  997. 
Reports  of  Committees 

Conveying  ti  Printers  in  unsealed 

Covers,  July  17,  1013. 
Premature  Publications  in  News- 
papers—Exclusion of  Representa- 
tive of  Newspaper  from  Precincts  of 
thb  Honsis— Speaker's  Jurisdiction, 
July  17, 1014. 
UnparUamentary  Language,  JiUy  10,  302. 

Spenceb,  Earl 

Commons  and  Open  Spaoee  ffill,  Com., 

July  10,  283. 
lUfle  Ranges  closed  since  tssne  of  Lee- 

Mefcfoid  Bifle,  July  17,  982. 
Small  Houses  [Acquisition  of  Ownerdiip] 

Bill,  2b.,  Jidy  SI,  1520. 
^Fnmsvaal— Franchise  Proposals,  July  U, 

430. 

SpBNCEE,  Mr.  E.  [West  Bromwich] 

"  Parliwnentary  Debates" —Back  Num- 
bers, July  13,  704. 

SfiCER,  Mr.  a.  [Monmouth  Boroughs] 

Lwdon  Gcveriiment  Bill,  Lords  Amendts., 

— Qualificatioa  of  Women,  July  6,  67. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July 

SO,  1489. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  11,  572. 
SmsiKa  AND  WKAvraa  in  the  Highlands 
g.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  IS,  704. 

Spirit  Traffic  in  Nigeria 

Government  Administration  of  TerritoriM 
Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Chamberiain,  July  18, 1168. 
0.  Capt.  Sinclair,  July  19, 1304. 

Stamp  Duties 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  [Finance] 

Bill— Resolution  Reported,  July  6,  7. 
Stockbrokers  and  the  Finance  Act,  1899 
O.  SirC.  Cayxer;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Jtdy  14,  884. 

Stanley  of  Alderley,  Lord 

Ceylon  Waste  Land  Ordinance,  July  17, 
958. 

Small  Honses  [Acquisition  of  Ownership] 
BUI.  2R.,  JtUy  SI,  1617.  1518. 

€1 


STf NHORE,  Lord 

Ceylon  Waste  Land  Ordinance,  Jitly  17, 
963,  972. 

"  Starring  "    Private    Members'  Bills 
AND  Notices 
O.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  SO,  1386. 

Stationery  Office  Contracts 

**  Parliamentary  Debates,"  See  that  Title. 

Steadhan,  Mb.  W.  C.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Step- 
ney] 

Customs  Watchers'  Uniforms,  July  24, 
877. 

Ilkeston  Postmen's  Grie^'ances,  July  SI, 
1548. 

Liverpool  Post  Office — Police  Pensioners 
employed  as  Hall  Portent,  July  7,  176. 

Ludlow  Vaccination  Case,  July  7, 171. 

Medical  Treatment  of  Postmen — Maldon 
Postmen,  July  7, 176. 

Norwich  Postmen's  Stripes,  Jidy  SI,  1648. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,Cbn.,  July  19, 
1312. 

Shipwrights'  Grievances  in  Naval  Dock- 
yards, July  SI,  1609. 

Telegraph  Messengers  in  the  E.C.  District 
Post  Office,  July  14,  878. 

Volunteers,   Post   Office   Employees  — 
Attendance  at  Camp,  July  SI,  lo47. 


Steam  Trawling,  See  Trawling. 

Steeple  Morden  Recreation  Grodnd— 
County  Council  Order 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 

is,m. 

Stephens,  D.,  Case  of 

Qs.  Sir  T.  Esmonde,  Mr.  Davitt ;  A».  Mr. 
Hanbnry,  July  31, 1540. 

Stephens,  Mr.  H.  C.  [l^dlesex,  Homsey] 
Goats  and  Tuberculosis,  July  SI,  1546. 

Stevenson,  Mr.  F.  S.  [Suffolk,  Eye] 

Balkan  Provinces— Reforms,  July  IS,  690. 

Gibraltar  Barracks — Sanitary  Condition, 
etc.,  July  IS,  684. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  IS,  7^. 

Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  J.  [Glasgow,  College] 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  IS,  028. 

Stock,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Liverpool,  Walton] 

Liverpool  Post  Office 
Cashier,  July  6,  25. 
Exdiange  Post  Office— Split  Dutiee, 
J«iyii,477. 

Stockbrokers  and  the  Stamp  Duty 

Q.  Sir  C.  Cayzer ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beacb, 
July  14,  884. 
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Stockport  Oorporatioit  Bill 

/.  2«.*  Jult/  7,  138. 
Rep*  July  U,  861. 
Sr.*  Jult/^0,  1346. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill 
Reports  presented,  July  6, 1 . 

Stone-cutters'    Lock-out  —  Maryborough 
Prison  Works 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
July  go,  1385. 

Stobnowat 

^isoQ,  Abandonmeat  of 

Qs.  Mr.  Weir  j  As.  Mr.  A.  G.  Hurray, 
July  14,  882 ;  Jvli/  ISI,  1544. 

Training  Ship 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  f  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  July 
21,  1537. 

Strabane  Area  of  Charge  for  New 
Water  Scheme 
Qs.  Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  Davitt ;  Aa,  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  11, 481. 

Strachey,  Mr.  E.  [Somerset,  S.] 

Congested  Districts  Board  [Ireland]  Bill, 
Com.,  July  19,  1341. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July 
17,  10*9,  1045  :  July  18,  1200,  1211,  1^1, 
1227,  124S,  1255,  1261 ;  July  SO,  1461. 

Stkatkgy— Instruction  of  NavalOpficers 
Qa.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  T.  G.  Bowles ;  At. 
Mr.  Goschen.  July  SO,  IdSS. 

Straw  Supplies,  Aldershot 

Qa.  Mr.  Perl^  Capt.  Donelan ;  Aa.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams.  July  11, 468. 

Street  Obstruction  in  the  Meteofous— 
Unattended  Vans 

Q.  Gen.  Laurie;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Bidley, 

July  7,  172. 

Stretf ord  Gkts  Bill 

I.  Commons  Amendta.,  July  6,  3. 
Jiayal  Asamt,  July  IS,  663. 

Stratford  Urban  Diatoiet  Oonndl  [ftam- 
waysJKll 

e.  J2rp.*  July  SO,  1358. 

Strikes 

Conciliation  [Trade  Disputes]  Act,  1896— 
Report  presented,  July  11,  428,  464. 

Engineers'  Strikeand  Admiralty  Contracts. 
S.,  July  HI,  1576,  1590. 

Maryborough  Prison  Works — Stone-ont- 

ters'  Lock-out 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 

July  20,  1385. 

Stuart,  Mr.  J.  [Shoreditch,  Hoxtonj 

London  Government  KU,  Lords  Amendts., 

July  6,  79. 

Tithe  Rent-eliarge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  10,  378 ;  July  11,  610,  569 ;  Jvly 
12,  696,  605,  606k  607,  608 ;  July  IS,  m. 
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Stuaet-Wobtley,  Mr.  C.  R.  See  Wortky. 

Sugar  Contracts  for  the  Navy 

Colonial  Grown  and  British  Refined  Siunr 
Q.  Col.  MUward ;  A.  Mr.  MacaitHv,, 
July  tU  1638.  ' 


Sullivan,  Me.  D.  [Westmeath,  S.] 

County  Court  Acts,  Ireland,  Aflidariu— 
Return,  July  m,  1382. 

Dublin  Excise  Officers — Replacing  Gnf 
class  Offioers  by  Assistant^  Jn/v  9k 

1374.  ar  «, 


Sullivan,  Mr.  T.  D.  [Donegal.  W.l 

Crolli  -  •  -    -      -  - 
17' 


7. 


Bnmmary  Jurisdiction  Act  [1879]  AmnA- 
meut  Bill 

/.  Btp.*  July  6, 6. 
3R.'  Ju^  7,  159. 

Sunday  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liqcors, 
See  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Linuors  oa 
Sunday  Bill.  * 

Snnderland  Oorporatioii  BUI 

c.  Con*  July  So,  1357. 
Rep.*  July  ii,  463. 

Superannuation 

Irish  Crown  Solicitor— Office  trf  Second 

Assistant 
g.  Mr.  CrUly  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  BftUbor, 

Jviy  10,  319. 

Treasury  Minute  presented,  July  7  14L 

Retired  Second  Division  Clerks,  Re^- 
gagemefit  of 
Q.  Mr.  Bartley;  A.  Mr.  Uanbory. 
July  10,  314. 

Royal  Small  Anna  Factoiy,  appointment 
of  H.  Gwilliam  without  cf^tificate— 
Treasury  Minute  ipreaented,  July  10^ 
276,  300. 

Teachers'  Superannuation  Act 

Q.  Mr.  Dabiiel;  A.  Mr.  A.  G- 
Morray.  July  18, 117L 

Supply 

Ara^  and  Navy  EfltimateBt  Su  those 

Civil  Service  Estimates 

Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  An-lnm. 
jE21,»4a,  Com.*  July  7,  230;'Sep.* 

July  27,  nn. 

County  Courts— £29,71^  Com  ■  Juh 
7,  ife;  Rep.*  July  17,  1117- 

Office— £96,868,  Com.,  July  7, 

Incorporated  Law  Soci^y  —  £213001 
Rep.*  July  17,  1116. 

Land  Registry— £16,742,  Com.*  Juh 
7,  192 ;  Rep.*  July  17,  1116. 

Law  Officers'  Department,  etc.— 
£39,2^  Com.,  July  7,  189;  Rep.* 
July  17,  111ft 
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Supply— eo»(. 

Civil  Service  Estimates— con/. 

L^al  Expenses,  Miacellaneons — 
i;i3,200,  Com.*  July  7,  192. 

Metropolitan  Police— £40,968,  B^* 
July  27,  1117. 

Police— England  and  Wales,  £40,968, 
Com*  July  7,  193. 

PrisouB  in  En^and,  WaleB,  and  the 
ColonieB— £415,161.  Com.,  Jvfy  7, 
194 ;  Bep.*  July  17, 1117. 

Reformatory  and  Indnatrial  Schools — 
£124,195,  Com.,  July  7,  214;  i2ep.* 
July  17,  1117. 

Scotch  Votes 

Fishery  Board— £16,160,  Cbm., 
July  14,  941. 

Secretary  for  Scotland  —  £8,858, 

Com..  July  14,  888 ;  R<^.'  July 
17,  1118. 

Supplementary  Estimates 

Q.  Mr.  Bachanan ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  July  20, 1388. 

Estimate  presented,  July  31,  1533. 

Supreme  Court  of  Jadicatote— 
£206,527,  Com.*  July  7,  192;  JS^* 
July  17,  1116. 

SUTEB,  Mk.— Ransom  paid  to  Brigands 

Q.   Mr.   Pierpoint ;    A.   Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  SI,  1540. 

SUTHEBLAND,  SiR  T.  [Greenock] 

^tian  Lighthouses — Net  Revenue  and 
anstmction  of  Red  Sea  li^ta,  etc., 
July  SO,  1368. 

ttUTTON  Schools 

Purchase    by     Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board — Question  of  Accommodation 
Q.  Mr.  Trevelyan;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
July  17,  1008. 

Sweden— Trade  Report  presrated,  July  14, 


SvifOE,  Col. — Rannom  paid  to  Brigands 

Q.    Mr.   Pierpoint ;   A.    Mr.  Brodrick* 
Juiy  SI,  154a 

lUr  Vale  Railway  Bill 

e.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  10,  298. 
/.  Boyal  AamU,  July  IS,  663. 

Talbot,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  G.  [Oxford  University] 

Juvenile  OflTenders,  Treatment  of.  July  13, 
700. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  3b.,  Jtdy 
SO,  1402. 

Taxation 

Local  Taxation,  See  that  Title. 
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Teachers 

Poor  Law  Schools— Trained  Teachers 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Jones;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin^ 
July  7,  175. 

Snpenuiniiation  Act 

Q.  Mr.  Dalziel ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,. 
JiUy  18,  1171. 

Vaccination  of — Case  of  F.  H.  Richardson 
Q.  Mr.  Mellor ;  A.  Su  J.  Gorst,  July: 
£0.1382. 

Technical  Education 

Act  of  1889  —  Subjects  taught  under- 
Clause  8,  Minutes  of  Committee  of 
Council  UQ  Education  presented,  July 
6,  4. 

Soldiers — War  Office,  etc,  Circulars 

Q.  Mr.  Woods;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,, 
July  6,  11. 

See  also  Secondary  Edncatilon. 

Tbleoraph  Offices 

Belfast  Offices— Lavatory  accommodation,, 
etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,. 
July  17,  1009. 

Congested  Districts,  Scotland— Telegraph: 
Offices 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A,  Mr.  A.  6.  Murray. 
Ju/yi^479. 

Telegraphists 

Belfast  Conference 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  6,  25. 

London,  E.C.  District  Post  Office— Tele- 
graph Messengers'  Postal  Duties 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury 
July  14,  878. 
London  Female  Telegraphists'  Salaries — 
Receipt  Stamp 
Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury 
July  17,  1009. 

Telegraphs  [T^plumic  Oommnnicatioiii 

e.B^.'July6,  41. 

Telegraphs  [Telephonic  Communication,, 
etc.]  Bill 
Petition,  July  19,  1269. 

Telephone  Company,  See  National  Tele 
phcoie  Company. 

Tennant,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Berwickshire] 

Cammell's  Works  Fatalitf,  Sheffield  — 
Locomotives  in  Factories,  July  SO 
1376. 

Factory  Department  Reorganisation,  July  ■ 

7,238. 

Factory   Legislation  —  Business   of  the 

House,  July  17,  1028. 
Lead  Poisoning,  July  6,  31— Arbitration . 

on  Special  Rules,  etc.,  July  7,  239. 
Paterson  v.  Donegal  Fishing  Company,. 

Appeal  under  Factories  Act — Statutory 

Notice,  July  6,  29  j  July  SO,  1377. 
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rERRlBLE,  H.M.S.— Boiler  Trials,  S.,Jidy 
21,  1557,  1561,  1563. 


Teynham,  Lokd 

Commons  and  Open 
July  10,  288. 


Spaces  Bill,  Com., 


Spaces  Bill,  Cwn., 


Thomas,  Mr.  Abbl  [Carmarthenshire,  E.] 
SaJe  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Gm.,  Jviy 
19, 131%  1326. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
Jvly  JO,  395,  411;  July  11,  533,  568; 
Jvly  12,  630. 

Thomas,  Mr.  Alfred  [Glamorganshire,  E.] 
Lascar  Seamen,  Transfer  of  — Superin- 
tendente'  Kemnneration  Grievance,  July 
14, 873. 

'Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  [Mertbyr  Tydvil] 

British  Soath  Africa  Company's  Accounts, 
July  6,  19. 

Glamorgan,  Military  in  —  Welsh  Coal 
S^ke,  Payment  to  Tradesmen,  July  10, 
310. 

Parliamentary  Permanent  Staff  —  Com- 
mittee Report,  July  I4,  880. 

Police  Court  Perjury,  July  6,  30. 

"Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com.,  July 

10,  335.  388, 396,  406,  407,  410  ;  July  11, 
510,  512,  524, 525, 559,  560, 577  ;  July  13, 
713,  715,  750,  753,  774,  775,  795,  797,  803, 
.804,  805,  851  ;  3r.,  July  30,  1392,  1421. 

Discontinued  Grantf^  July  IS,  695; 
Jvly  iO,  1380. 

Thrinq,  Lobd 

Conunons  and  Open 
July  10,  283. 

Time- TABLES,  Railway,  Publication  of 

Q,  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July 

11,  476. 

Times,"  Premature  PnblicationB  hy 
Cottage  Homes  Bill,  Select  ODminittee 

^Tteport 

Os.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mr.  Paulton,  July  17, 1013. 

"NaTal  Manoeuvres 

Qs,  Mr.  MacNeill,  Mr.  Dillon ;  At.  Mr. 
Goschen,  July  I4,  886. 

Transvaal,  Military  Preparations— Troops 
for  South  Africa 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  11,  467  ;  Qa.  Mr.  Labouchere, 
Mr.  Dillon ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  IS.  687 ;  Q*.  Capt  Sinclair, 
Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Davitt;  Aa.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  14,  885. 

T.pperary— Cashel  Printing  Conteact 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfcmr. 
July  6,  34. 

'Tithe  Rent-charge  [Ireland]  Bill 

Oa.  Duke  of  Abncom,  July  18^  1189. 
Treasury  Meniorandnm 

0«.   Mr.   Dillon;  A*.  Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  fl,  36?  July  7,  185. 
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Tithe  Bent-charge  [Bates]  Bill 

c  Com. ,  July  10,  325 ;  July  11,  484 ;  Jtdy 
IS,  586  ;  July  13,  713. 
3R.,  July  20,  1391. 
/.  IB.*  July  ei,  1500. 

Tithe  Rent-charqe  [Rates]  Bill 

Clause  4,  Rates  referred  to  onder 
•  Q.  Mr.  E.  Robertson ;  A.  Mr.  Long, 
July  IS,  694. 

Discontinaed  Grants 

Q.  Mr.  Warner  ;  A.  Mr.  Long,  July  7, 
174  ;  Q.  Mr.  Hnmplirej's-Owen  ;  A. 
Mr.  Long  July  10,  31  ;  Q.&ii  W. 
Foster  ;  A.  Mr.  Lon<;,  July  11,  475; 
Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts  ;  A.  Mr.  Ung, 
July  IS,  694  ;  Q.  Mr.  J.  L.  Morgan ; 
A.  Mr.  Long,  July  13,  695;  Q.  Mr. 
D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Mr.  Long,  t/ii/y 
13,  695;  Q».  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr. 
Stuart  -  Wortley  ;  As.  Mr.  Long, 
July  17, 1000  ;  Q.  Mr.  C.  Williams: 
A.  Mr.  Long,  July  1170  ;  Q.  Bir. 
D.  A.  Thomas  ;  A.  Mr.  Long,  Jvt^ 
£0,  1380. 

Petitions,  July  12,  685  ;  July  13,  678 ; 
July  14,  868  ;  July  17,  989  ;  July  IS, 
1167  ;  July  19,  1269  ;  July  20,  1359. 

Remis.<4ion  of  Rates  payable  1^  Cit;  <rf 
London  Clerey 
Q.  Mr.  C.  WUfiams ;  A.  Mr.  Lo&t; 
July  10,  312. 

Tithe  Rent-chwge  attached  to  Benefices 
Q.  Mr.  M'Kenna  ;  A.  Mr.  Long,  Ju/y 
10,  313. 

Twelve    o'clock    Rule,    Suspension  of. 

Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour],  July  11,  71ft. 

TODHORDEN  BOYS,  EXCESSI\'E  SENTENCE  OK 

FOB  Steaung  Gooseberries 
Qs.  Sir  F.   Flannery :  As.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  18, 1173 ;  July  SO,  1376. 

TOMLINSON,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.  [Preston] 

Railway  Companies'  Rannmg  Powers  — 
Sectional  Maps,  July  13,  6w. 

Totlaad  Water  Bill 

c.  Con.'  July  10,208. 

Sr.*  July  13,  678. 
I.  Chnwunu  AmauUs.,  July  24, 8fS. 

Toulon  Magazine  Explosion 

Q.  Admiral  Fidd ;  A.  Mp.  Brodrick,  July 

SI,  2M1. 
0.  Admiral  Field,  July  SI,  1004. 

Trade,  Board  of 

President— Rt.  Hon.  C.  T.  lUtdiie. 
ParliameiUary  Secretary — Earl  of  Dndkif . 

Trade  Disputes,  See  Strikes. 

Trade  Marks  Bill 

e.  IB.*  July  SI,  1554. 

Tbadb  Bxports  presented 

Annual  Series,  July  6,  Z,  9;  July  10,  276, 
SOO;  July  13,  m,  679;  July  14,  88S, 
869  ;  July  17,  9S8,  981)  ;  July  18,  liSi, 
1167. 

Miseellaneoiu  Saiw,  July  II,  438, 465. 
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Tradx  and  Commerce 

Nigeria,  British  Trade  with 

Qa.  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis ;  As.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Jvljf  10,  304  j  Jul^  IS,  690. 

Tunis,  BritiiA  and   French  Bxporto— 
Retam 

Q.  Mr.  Crombie;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  14,  875 ;  Retom  ordered  [Mr. 
Ciombie],  July  17, 990. 

Training  Ships 

Reformatory  School  Ships,  System  of 
Management,  etc.,  S.,  July  7,  217. 

Stomoway,  Training  Ship  for 

Q.  Mr,  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Ooaohen,  July 
tl,  1637. 

Tramorb  Boatslip,  Erection  of,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Power ;  A.  Mr.  J.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  e,  10. 

Tmnw^^Ordm  Oonfixmation  [No.  1] 

e.  2b.*  July  10, 299. 
Mep.'JulySO,  1358. 
C<m.*  Jttly  91,  im 

Tnuawi^Ordani  Oonfinnatlon  [Na  S] 

e.  2R.*  July  It,  580. 


Tram 


Olden  Ooiiflrmati<m  [No.  Z\ 

;iU 

e.2E.*  1166. 

Transvaal  Question 

Arbitration — Prof.    Westlake's  Recom- 
mendations 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith;  A.   Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoor,  July  6,  37. 

Bloemfontein  Conference 

Correspondence  presented,  July  SO, 

1347, 1360. 
Papers  relating  to 

Qs.  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Bartley; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Cbambwlain,  July 
fi,  20;  Q.  Mr.  Davitt;  A.  Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  July  11,  473; 
Qs.  Sir  W.  Lawson,  Mr.  Dillon  ; 
As.  "Ml.  J.  Chamberlain,  July 
IS,  69e. 

Butler's,  Sir  W.,  Despatches 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  10,  308. 

Education  of  EnKlish-speaking  Children 
Qn.  Mr.  Wharton,  Dr.  Clark;  As. 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlun,  July  IS,  692. 

Franchise 

Number  of  Uitlanders  entitled  to  vote 
for  first  Volkaraad 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlwn,  July  11,  472; 
Qs.  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Maclean, 
Hr.  Davitt,  iSx.  Courtney  ;  As. 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  July  17, 
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Transvaal  Question— 

Franchise — cont. 

Seven  Years  prospective  and  retro- 
spective Franchise 
Qa.  Earl  of   Camperdown,  Earl 
Spencer ;  Aa.  Earl  of  Selbome, 
Jviy  11,  429  ;  g.  Sir  H.  Camp- 
bell-Bannerman ;  Aa.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  11,  473;  0. 
Earl  of  Selbome,  July  SO,  1350 ; 
Qs,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Banner- 
man,  Mr.  Davitt ;  As.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlun,  July  20, 1372. 
Grey's,  Earl,  Speech  at  Newcastle— Attack 
on  President  Kmger 
Q.  Mr.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
BoUour,  July  6,  38. 

Military  Preparations— Troops,  ote.,  for 
South  Africa 
Qs.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman, 
Mr.    Laboachere,  Commander 
BetheU ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  BaUour, 
July  7, 186. 
Expanding  Bullets  supplied  to  Troops, 
Sk  Expanding  Bullets. 

Guns 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 

ham,  July  IS,  689. 
Reliefs  and  Rmnfotcements 

Q.  Sir  W.  LawBon;    A.  Mr. 

Wyndham,  July  17,  999. 

Royal  Field  Artillery 

Qa.  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster;  As.  Mr.  Wyndliam,/u/y 
IS,  689. 

Special  Service  Officers 

Q.  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis ;  ^.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  11,  473. 

"Times"  Publication 

O.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  11,  467;    Qs.  Mr. 
Labouchere,  Mr.  Dillon ;  As. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  July  IS,  687 ; 
Qa.  Capt.  Sinclair,  Mr.  Dillon, 
Mr.  Davitt ;  Aa.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  14, 885. 
MUner's,  Sir  A.,  Despatch  of  May  14, 
Fublicati(m  of 
Q.  Mr.  Dalael;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  17,  099. 

Negotiations 

Cape  Government— Explanation  [Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain],  July  G,  40. 

Progress  of 

Qs.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  ; 
As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  10,  321. 

Taxation  on  Food,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  Wharton,  Dr.  Clark  ;  As.  Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  July  13,  693. 

UitJander  Population—Number  of  British 
Subjects,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Labouchere ;   A.    Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  IS,  692. 

Transvaal  Mortgage  Loan  and  Finance 
Oompany  Biu 

c.  Sr.*  July  10,  298. 

/.  Boyai  Astent,  July  IS,  663.^  . 
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TRAVBRa'  Foundation— Income  and  Expen- 
diture, Statement,  July  1496. 

Tbawlinq 
Irish  Coaat 

O.  Mr.  Power,  July  10,  906. 

Admiralty  and  the  Enftmianient  of 
Bye-laws,  &,  J-tOy  SI,  1611, 1613. 

Three-mile  limit 

Q.  Mr.  Power;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Jvly  10,  319. 

Scottish  Coast 
Jackal,  H.M.S. 

Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Goaohen, 
July  10,  301. 

Moray  Firth,  etc..  Debate  in  Com- 
mittee of  Sapply,  July  14,  888. 

Treasury 

First  Zorrf— Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour. 
Seeretary—nt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H.  Walrond. 
Financial  Secretary— Rt.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Hanbary. 

Treaty  Series  presented,  July  SI,  1500, 
1S33. 

Trevelyan,  Mr.  C.  P.  [Yorkshire,  W.  R., 
Rothei'ham] 

Pauper  Children,  Ill-treatment  of— Bristol 
Caae,  Jvly  10,  313. 

Sutton  Schools,  Purchase  by  Metropolitan 
Asylnms  Board,  July  i7,  1003. 

Trim  Union  Niqht  Nurse— Hours  of  Duty 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.Ut.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  17,  1011. 

Trout  Fishing  Annual  Close  Time  [Scot- 
land] Bill 

Petition,  July  IS,  678. 

Trustee  Savings  Banks 

Ketams  ordered-  [Su:  J.  W.  Maclnrel  Jvly 
SO,  1360. 

Tuberculosis— Goats  and  Goatt'  Milk  Supply 
Q.  Mr.  Stephens ;  A.  Mr.  .Long,  July  SI, 
1645. 

Tunis 

British  and  French  Exports — Return 

Q.  Mr.  Cromhie;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  14,  875. 

Return  ordered  [Mr.  Cromhie],  July  17, 
Turkey 

Balkan  Provinces  Reforms 

Q.  Mr.  Stevenson ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  IS,  6M. 

Brigands  near  Salonika,  Ransoms  paid  to 
—Case  of  Col.  Synge  and  Mr. 
Suter 

Q.  Mr.  Pierpoint;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  SI,  1540. 

Plague  in,  Precautions  against 

Q.  Sir  W.  Fosterj  A.  Mr.  Brodrifik, 
July  17,  997. 

Trade  Report  presented,  July  IS,  665. 
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Twelve  o'Clock  Rule,  Suspension  of 
Tithe  Bent-oharge  [Rates]  Bill,  Motion 
[Mr.  A.  J.  Balfourl  Ju^  XI,  710. 

Tyrone— Fixing  Fwr  Rents 

Q».  Mr.  Dillon ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
Ju^  6, 34 ;  July  IS,  705. 

Uganda 

Commissionership  of  U^nda  Protectorate 
— Resignation  of  Mr.  Berkeley 
Q.    Commander    Bethell ;   A.  Mr, 
Brodrick,  July  10,  305. 

Momhasa-Victcnia  Rulway  Committea 
Report,  July  13, 665, 679. 

Uitlandess*  GiUKVANCES,  See  Truwvaal. 

Ulster  Assizes 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Barton. 

July  7,  181. 

Undekqround  Railway  Vbntilatiom 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July  fl, 
21. 

Uniforms 

Customs  Offlcers',  See  Customs. 

Regimental  Facings— Restoration  of  Old 
Facings 

Q.  Mr.  Arnold- Foret^r ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  13,  686. 

Volunteers — Infantry  Sash,  etc 

Q.  Mr.  Duncombe ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  IS,  683. 

United  States 

Alaskan  Boundary  Question 

Q.  Mr.  Davitt;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  SI,  1541. 

Cancer,  Laboratory  at  Buffalo 

Q.  Sir  C.  Camenm;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  11,  471. 

New  York   British  Consnlw  Ship[niig 
Office — Crimping  etc. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusaon  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  10,  306. 

Trade  Repmt  preeented,  July  10, 276. 

Treaty  of  Reciprocity  with  Jamaica 

Qt.  Sir  H.  Vincent,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  July  JO, 
307. 

UniTerslty  of  London  Act  [18981  Amend- 
ment Bill 

c.  IB.*  July  11, 

2fL' July  I?,  IU5. 

3lL*  July  18,  1365. 
/.  lR.*/i%«J,  1367. 

2R.*  Ji%  SI,  1684. 

Ublingfobd  Dispensaby  DxEmacrs 

Q.  Mr.  MDermott:  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  13,  707.    ^  I 
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False  Certificates — ^Prosecution  of  Dr. 
Lamnnt,  Debate  in  Committee  of  Sapply. 
July  14,  915. 

Prosecation» 
Chesterfield 

Q.  Mr.  T.  Bayley  ;  ^.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  6,  28. 

Lndlow 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Kidley,  July  7, 172. 

Morlow 

Q.  Mr.  PickeregUl ;  ^.  Sir  M.  \V. 
Ridley,  July  10,  312. 

Scnitham 

Q.  Mr.  Logan;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
July  7.  174. 

School  Teachers — Case  of  F.  H.  Richard- 
son 

Q.  Mr.  MelJor ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July 
SO,  1382. 

Scotland — Conscientious  Objectors 

Q.  Mr.  ColvUle;^.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Morray,  July  IS,  703. 

Venbzuela— Trade  Report  presented,  July 
13,665. 

Ventilation 

Divisiim  Iioblaes  in  the  Houhc  of  Commons 
Q.  Sir  E.  Sassoon ;  A.  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  July  18,  1170. 

Undeipround  Rulway 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July ff, 
21. 

Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.   H.  [Sheffield, 
Central] 

Jamaica  and  United  States — Treaty  of 
Reciprocity,  July  10,  307. 

VolonteerB,  Conveyance  of  on  Saturdays — 
Arrangements  with  Railway  Companies, 
Jvly  IS,  685. 

VinSBCTION 

Petition  for  suppression,  July  IS,  666. 

VOLENITE  Company — Naval  Contracts 

Q.  Mr.  Morris ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney,  July 
11, 467. 

VOLVSTEBra 

GiOTemment  Employees  as — Attendance 
at  Camp 

Q.  Col.  Lockwood ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  IS,  684 ;  Q.  Cant.  Bowles ;  A. 
Mr.  Wyndham.  Jidy  18,  1168. 

Post  Office  Employees 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Haabury, 
July  31,  1547. 

Medical  Staff  Corps  —  Efficiency  Certifi- 
cate presented,  July  11,  428,  464. 

B^w^   Companies  —  Ccmveyance  of 
VdnntecTO  on  Saturdays 
Q.  SirH.  Vincent ;  .<1.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

July  IS,  685. 

Rifle  Ranges.  See  that  Title. 
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Scottish  RejEiments — Proposed  Review 
g.  Mr.   Weir;  A.  Wyndham, 
July  7. 169. 

Sergeant'Instructors*  Kecmiting  Duties 
Q.  Mr.  Amold-Forster ;     Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  SI,  1S38. 

Tents,  "Mark  2" 

Q.  Mr.  Duncombe  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  IS,  683. 

Uniforms — Infantry  Sash,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Dimcombe ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  IS,  683. 

Vote  for 

Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusson;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  17, 1012. 

Waima  Incident— Compensation  Claims 

Qs.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  Hedderwick;  As. 
Mr.  Hanbury,  Julv  11,  470 ;  Qs.  Mr. 
Bill,  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  As.  Mr.  Brodrick. 
July  SO,  1869. 

Wakefield  Oorporation  Bill 

c.  July  SO,  1348. 

Wales 

Coal  Strike  m  1898~Militarv  in  Gla* 
morgan,  Payment  to  Tradesmen  for 

Catering 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beaoh,  July  10,  310. 

Pwllheli  Boating  Duanter 

Q.  Mr.  Llo^  Geotge ;  ^.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  6, 22. 

Walker  and  WaUsmd  Union  Gm  [Electzio 
Lightuis]  Bill 

I.  Sep.*  July  14,861. 
SJL'JulySl,  1499. 

Wallace,  Mr.  R.  [Perth] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July  19, 
1810. 

Wanklyn,  Mr.  J.  L.  [Bradford,  Central] 
Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  SB.,  July 
to,  1426,  1429. 


War  Office 

Secretary  of  AVcrfe— Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe. 


f  nder-5e«-«tartf— Mr.  Wyndham. 

•  —  —Mr.  J.  PoweU 

Williams. 


Fiinawsiai  Semstary 


Administration  of— Mr.  Amold-Forstm^s 
attack  on,  Jidy  21,  1614. 

Army.  Questions  relating  to,  See  Army. 

Female  Clerks  in — Daughters  of  deceased 
Officers 

Q.  Mr.  MaoNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  7,  170. 

Records  of  insufficient  value  to  justify 
preservation.  Schedule  presented,  July  6, 
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Wae  Office— con/. 

ReorganiBation  —  Claims     of  Officers 
woaoded  in  action 
Q.  Mr.  Yoxall;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Julff  IS,  686. 

Staff  Clerks'  Annual  Allowances— Priaci' 
pal's  Temporary  Alwence 
Q.  Mr.  KUbride;  A.  Mr  Wyndham. 
Jidjf  Ik,  870. 

Vote  for,  Jviy  SI,  1614. 

Wabders  im  PKistms— Grievances 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply,  July  7, 
206. 

Wabinq  Street  Post  Office,  Belfast 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry,  July 
SI,  1550. 

Warner,  Mr.  T.  C.  T.  [Stafford,  Lichfield] 
Army  Estimates,  Diaenssion  on,  JiUy  tlf 
1654. 

Military  Works  Bill.  2r.,  Jtdy  6, 110. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Dmgs  Bill,  Con.,  Jvly  17, 
1042 ;  July  SO,  1464, 1469. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  JO,  341,  342,  415  ;  July  11,  505  ; 
July  IS,  503,  643  ;  July  13,  715,  743. 
Discontinued  Grants,  Jtdy  7,  174. 

Warkakt  Officers'  Grievances,  India 
Q.  Sir  C.  Gull;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
July  14, 870. 

Waninfton  Corporation  Bill 

/.  2b.*  July  11,  426. 
Com.*  July  IS,  663. 


Waste  Land 
Ceylon. 


Obdihahce  of  Cetloh,  See 


Water  Orders  Oonfirmatlon  Bill 

c.  ^ep.*  July  U,  867. 
3e."  July  17,  988. 

Wateb  Supply 

Inland — District  Charges,  etc. 

Castlerea,  ClaremorrlB,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  Davitt,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  As. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  July  10, 317. 

Strabane 

Qa.  Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  Davitt ; 
As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  July  11, 
481. 

London  Water  Supply — Royal  Conimia- 
sion,  Cost  of  Frmting  Miuntee,  etc 

Q.   Mr.   Hardy;  A.  Mr.  Huibury, 

July  6,  27. 

Feddieston  Public  School,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  Weir;  As.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  IS,  702 ;  July  SI,  1544. 

Watbr-tiout  Doobs  AMD  Naval  Ships,  S., 
July  St,  1583. 

Watkb-tubb  Boilers,  See  Boilers. 
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Watebford 

Sub-Land  Commissicmers'  ^ttings 

Q.  Mr.  Power  ;  il.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  IS,  70S;  Q.  Mr.  Morris;  A. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  July  IS,  706. 

Tramore  Boatslip 

Q.  Mr.  Power  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  A.  Cbam- 
lain,  July  6,  10. 

Watering    Troughs    and  Infectious 
Diseases  among  Horses 
Qs.  Sir  C.  Cameron,  Col.  Lockwood,  Mr. 
T.  G.  Bowles ;  As.  Mr.  Long,  July  30, 
138a 

WEAvnia  and  Spinning  in  the  Highlamdb 
Q.  Mr.  Wdr;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  IS,  704. 

Wedderbubn,  Sik  W.  [Baii£^ire] 

Fishery  Board,  Scotland,  July  14,  946. 

Fishery  Districts,  ftnrmation  of,  July 
1^888. 

Northern  Fishraies  Conference,  July  14, 
874,  946. 

Secondary  Education  Grant.  Banffshire, 
July  14,  883. 

Weib,  Mr.  J.  G.  [Roas  and  Cromarty] 

Attorney  and  Solidtor  General,  Salaries, 

Fees,  etc.,  July  7,  189,  191. 

Bee-keeping  in  Roas-shire,  July  11, 480. 

Belleville  Boiler  Accidents,  July  7, 167. 

Bridges,  Maintenance  of,  July  14,  882; 
July  SI,  1543. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Applications 
for  Holdings,  etc.,  July  7, 179. 

County  Autliorities  and  Consulting  En- 
gineers' Difficulties,  July  IS,  703. 

County  Valuation  Rolls,  Jtdy  6, 27. 

Crofters  and  Cottars 

Applications  for  Land,  July  I4, 881. 

Holdings,  July  IS,  703. 

Deer  Forest  Return,  July  SI,  1545. 

Delagoa  Bay  Arbitration,  July  10,  305. 

Edinburgh  Castle,  Opening  to  the  Public, 
July  SI,  1547. 

Fisheries 

Admiralty  and  the  Enforoemeat  of 
Bye-laws,  July  I4,  899,  013,  044« 

950 ;  July  SI,  1612. 

Cruisers — CreW  Leave  of  Abeence, 

July  11,  480. 
Fisliery  Board,  Applicatimi  for  Boats, 

etc,  July  14,  880. 

Harbours,  Jvly  I4,  808. 

JaeJcal,  H.M.S.,  and  Illegal  Trawling, 

July  10,  301 ;  July  13,  682. 

Three-mile  Limit,  Extennon  of,  etc., 
July  14,  898. 
Horse  and  Cattle  Breeding  in  Congested 

Districts,  July  13,  701. 

Hydrographioal    Conference  — 
represente.J,.(«/^  Cj^S^OO 
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Weib>  Mb.  J.  G.—cotU. 

Lamonti  Dr.,  Froseoation  of,  J^dv  940, 

gti. 

Lewis,  Itdand  of — Bate  Collection,  July  6, 
27. 

Liglits,  Minor 

Maiotemmce  o^  July  Si,  1543. 
Roas-shire  Goaat^  Lights  for,  July  10, 
311. 

Marine^.  Boys  enlimting  in — Parents  Con- 
tiem,  July  11,  406. 

Migratiim  from  the  Bighlanda,  July  14, 
880. 

Militaiy  Works  Bill  —  Expenditure  on 
Barracks  in  Scotland,  etc.,  Jitly  0,  99. 

Peddieston  Public  School,  etc.,  Water 
Sapply,  JtUy  13,  702;  July  21,  1544. 

Poor  Relief,  July  U,  1543. 

Port  Ness — Establishment  of  Life-boat 
Station,  Jtdy  7,  177- 

Portmohomaok  Harbour  Improvement, 
tirant-in-aid,  Jvly  7, 179 ;  JiUy  10,  310 ; 
Jviy  tl,  1544. 

Fortnaguran  Harbour,  Proposed  Con- 
straction  of— Grant-in-aid,  Jvi/y  11, 480. 

Rates,  Non-payment,  Disfranchisement 
for.  Jvly  14,  882. 

8t.  Feterabnrgh,  Herring  Trade  with, 
July  10,  305. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drags  Bill,  Con.,  July  18, 
1233. 

School  Inspection 

Inadequacy  of  Staff,  ./H/y  7,  178. 

Wester  Robs  Schools,  July  6,  28. 

Scot<!li  E-itiaiatea— Business  of  tli3  Ilouac, 
Jttli/  6,  39  ;  July  7,  187 ;  Jviy  10,  321. 

Bcotti»li  Volunteer  Regiments — Proposed 
Review,  July  7,  169. 

Spinning  and  Weaving  in  the  Highl:i::d4. 
July  13,  704, 

Stornoway 

Prison,  Abandonment  of,  July  14,  882. 

Training  Ship  for,  July  SI,  1537.  1614. 

Telegraph  Ot&ces  in  Congested  Districts, 
July  11,  479. 

Underground  Railway  Ventilation,  July 

e,  21. 

Welby,  Lt.-Col.  a.  C.  E.  [Taunton] 
Military  Works  Bill,  2k.,  July  6,  111. 

Tithe  Itent-charge  [Kates]  Bill,  Com., 
July  W,  341  ;  July  12,  637. 

Wellington  College  —  Report  presented, 
Jviy  It,  428,  464. 

Wemyss,  Eahl  of 

Ceylon  Waste  Land  Ordinance,  JtUy  17, 
§76.   

Militia  Ballot  Bill,  iR.,  July7\\SQ,  155. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assbttants  Bill,  Com.,  July 
IS,  667,  671,  672  ;  3r.,  July  '21,  1520. 

Volunteer  Rifle  Ranges  closed  since  issue 
of  Lee-Metfurd  Ri^  July  17, 970. 
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West  aionceBtersMre  Water  Bill 


I  Sr.*  J^dy  7,  139. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  13,  678. 

West  Ham  Ward  Divisions 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
July  6,  31. 

West  Indies 

Fruit  Steamers 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence ;  A.  Mr.  J.  CIiaDi- 
berlain,  July  6,  17. 

Rum,  Local  Duties— Return 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  6, 17. 

West  Metropolitan  Bailway  Bill 

I.  2b.*  July  18,  n9S. 
Com.*  July  20,  1345. 

West  Middlesex  Water  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  6,  7. 
Boy<U  Assent,  Jviy  13,  663. 

Wester  Ross  SchooTjS,  Inspection  of 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  July 

Westminster,  Duke  of 

Seatfl  for  Shop  Assistants  Bill,  2b.,  Juiy 
11,  431,  442 ;  Com.,  July  IS,  669,  671 ; 
3R.,  JidySl,  1520. 

Weston-super-Mare,  Oleredon,  and  Porto- 
head  Tramways  Oompany  [Light 
Railway  Extensions]  BUI 

r.  Ufp.*  July  14,  868. 
Con.*  July  21,  1531, 

Wetherby  District  Water  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  J idy  13,  662. 

Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  L.  [Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Ripon] 

Transvaal — Education  of  English-speaking 
ChUdren,  July  IS.  692. 

Whitehaven  Oorporation  Bill 

c.  Jtep."  JiUy  14,  867. 
Con.*  July  31,  1531. 

Whiteley,  Mr.  G.  [Stockport] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Con.,  July  17, 
1076,  1077,  1097. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  [Rales]  Bill,  Cmi.,  July 
348,  349 ;  July  11,  572,  573. 

Wick  and  Pulteney  Harbours  Bill 

/.  Boy€U  Assent,  July  IS,  662. 

WiCKLOW 

Harbour  Loans — Baronies  Representation 
on  Board,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Jidy  11,  483. 

School  Attendance  Committee,  Resolution 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.Mx.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  ^«^yD?|„myCjOOgIe 


